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Hurricanes’ Jaccob Slavin points to Game 7 after disappointing finish against Rangers 

By Chip Alexander 

Jaccob Slavin of the Carolina Hurricanes is a man who 
speaks with conviction and the defenseman did again 
Saturday, even as he averted his eyes as he spoke. 

It was soon after the Canes had been beaten 5-2 by the New 
York Rangers in Game 6 of their Stanley Cup playoff series 
at Madison Square Garden. Slavin had showered and was 
suited up, ready to jump on the team bus, fly back to Raleigh 
and put it behind him. 

“There’s no point in dwelling on this game when you’ve got a 
good opportunity in front of you in Game 7,” Slavin said in an 
interview outside the Carolina locker room. “Looking back at 
the Boston series, no one really talks about the fact we lost 
three on the road. You talk about the fact we won the series.” 

The Canes lost all three road games against the Bruins in 
the first round of the playoffs, including a 5-2 beating in 
Game 6 in Boston, but bounced back for a solid 3-2 win in 
Game 7 at PNC Arena. But, in truth, there has been plenty of 
talk about the Canes being 7-0 at home but without a road 
win in the playoffs. 

One sensed Slavin was particularly bothered by Saturday’s 
loss. He’s an alternate captain and a leader. He expects 
more of the team and himself. It also seemed as if a double-
minor penalty for high-sticking that was called against him 
still galled him. 

Slavin caught the Rangers’ Chris Kreider in the mouth while 
trying to play the puck at 3:55 of the third period and New 
York leading 4-2. The officials conferred for a few minutes 
before making the call, and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Slavin was as “adamant” as he has ever seen him about 
the decision. 

Artemi Panarin’s power-play goal pushed the Rangers lead 
to 5-2. 

Not that Slavin wanted to discuss the call at any length. 

“He said it wasn’t a normal follow-through,” Slavin said. “It is 
what it is. It kills the momentum we had. We were trying to 
make the comeback there. Take a bad penalty like that and it 
stops our momentum and we don’t have a chance to come 
back.” 

Slavin and the Canes wanted to end the series Saturday, 
begin turning their attention to the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the Eastern Conference finals. Instead, it’s another Game 7, 
always so unpredictable. 

“Game 7 is a Game 7,” Slavin said. “It can go either way and 
it comes down to one game.” 

“We have to play our game. We have to make sure we’re 
doing the things we’ve done successfully all year to make us 
a good team.” 

In the course of a record-breaking season, when the Canes 
won more games and had more points than any team in 
franchise history, they did so many things successfully. 

Carolina had a good road record. It had the best penalty-
killing team in the league. It allowed the fewest goals in the 
league. 

Frederik Andersen played as well as any goaltender in the 
NHL for a long stretch of the regular season. Antti Raanta 
was a good complement in net, capable of taking over if 
Andersen faltered – or was injured. 

Slavin was the 2021 Lady Byng Trophy winner for his 
gentlemanly play and dedication to hockey and is a Lady 
Byng finalist again this year. He logged more minutes per 
game than anyone on the Canes and did it with a bare 
minimum of penalties, specially stick infractions. 

But the Canes haven’t been able to win on the road in the 
playoffs. Their penalty killing on the road has been spotty at 
best, and the Rangers scored twice on the power play 
Saturday. 

Andersen’s status is still in doubt because of injury and he 
has not played a game since mid-April. Now, Raanta is 
coming off a game in which he was pulled in the second 
period. 

And Slavin, the player who doesn’t take penalties, took a 
double minor for high-sticking. 

“He obviously wasn’t trying to high-stick anybody, we know 
that. He was going for the puck,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight 
was one of those nights nothing was going our way. 

“You turn the page. The good news is we don’t have to end 
on that. We’ve got another shot here.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

Another road loss, but Hurricanes suddenly have bigger problem as Raanta sows seeds of 
doubt 

By Luke DeCock 

The Carolina Hurricanes are heading back to Raleigh with a 
bigger problem than their persistent inability to win a playoff 
game on the road, one that for the second time has pushed 
them to the Game 7 brink. 

For the first time in the playoffs, they’re facing a true crisis of 
confidence in their goaltending, and Frederik Andersen isn’t 
coming through that door to save them. 

There’s every reason to expect Antti Raanta to bounce back 
from this Game 6 disaster, given how otherwise outstanding 
he has been during these playoffs, but it’s impossible to play 
as poorly as he did in Saturday’s 5-2 loss and not plant at 
least a few seeds of doubt that weren’t there before. 

And with Igor Shesterkin at his best in his best game of the 
series — he shut down Sebastian Aho on a breakaway 
immediately before Raanta gave up the first of three soft 
goals and picked up a pair of assists and a penalty, a Tom 
Barrasso hat trick– there’s absolutely no margin for error. 
The Hurricanes don’t necessarily have to win the goaltending 
battle to win this series, but they at least have to be playing 
the same game. 

“I’m sure he’d like to have a couple of those back,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “This time of year, 
it’s tough. You can say he needs to make those saves, 
maybe, but it’s behind us now. We’ll turn the page. The good 
news is we don’t have to end on that. We’ve got another shot 
here.” 

That might be one thing if the Hurricanes were headed back 
to Raleigh tied 2-2 again, but they’re out of second chances 
now. They’ve put themselves in a position where Shesterkin 
only has to steal one game to end their season. And as good 
as they have been at home, they’re really pushing their luck 
trying to win eight straight. 

That may be an even tougher ask than it was in the first 
round, only two weeks ago even if it feels like months, 
against a team with better goaltending than the Boston 
Bruins and, in the so-far-so-quiet Artemi Panarin, a ticking 
time bomb capable of unleashing a multi-point game at any 
time. He may have awakened Saturday with a five-on-three 
goal in the third period. 

The Hurricanes are now risking their season on this very 
strange procession of home-team victories, already 
unprecedented in NHL history. No team has ever started 0-6 
on the road. No team has ever won multiple best-of-seven 
series in the same postseason without winning a road game. 

Suddenly, that may be the least of the Hurricanes’ problems. 

The goals Raanta gave up Saturday would have been 
unacceptable in any circumstances, crippling in any playoff 
game, but were catastrophic given the first-period 
performance of the guy in the other net. Tyler Motte’s opener 
went under Raanta’s left elbow, Mika Zibanejad whipped one 
past him from the left wing on a power play — after darting 
between Fast and Sebastian Aho at the blue line — and Filip 
Chytil ended Raanta’s night almost two periods early with a 
short-sider from the right wing. 

“He’s been a rock for us,” Hurricanes defenseman Brady 
Skjei said. “He’s been a huge part of us being where we’re at 
right now. We have confidence in him.” 

Raanta has 45 hours to regain his composure and rediscover 
his game, because it’s not like the Hurricanes have any other 
choice. 

Andersen remains out indefinitely, not yet fit to backup, not 
even the emergency third goalie, who remains Jack 
LaFontaine, Brind’Amour said Saturday morning. For the 
second time in these playoffs, the Hurricanes feel 
Andersen’s absence acutely. Pyotr Kotchetkov had to start 
Game 3 in Boston after Raanta was injured in Game 2, a 
game when the Hurricanes would have enjoyed their goalie 
stealing a win for them. 

Under normal circumstances, the Hurricanes would and 
could move seamlessly between Andersen and Raanta 
without blinking, as they did throughout the regular season. 
It’s not quite the same with Kotchetkov, who made his 
second appearance in relief of Raanta, by choice this time — 
although after the Rangers’ third goal, Brind’Amour really 
had no choice. 

And while Kotchetkov gave up one goal shortly after coming 
in, Chytil’s second of the game, he did enough on a first-do-
no-harm basis to give the Hurricanes a chance to get back 
into the game before Panarin’s goal on the two-man 
advantage. 

(And by keeping things close enough to avoid any mayhem, 
Kotchetkov lessened the chances he would go 178 feet to 
challenge Shesterkin vratar-on-vratar if things really kicked 
off.) 

And the Hurricanes had chances: two power plays after 
Vincent Trocheck scored to make it 4-2, but they made 
nothing of them. Raanta could only look on glumly from the 
bench, chin buried in his pads. 
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Hurricanes’ futility on road continues in Game 6 Stanley Cup playoff loss to Rangers 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to be the most predictable 
team in the Stanley Cup playoffs, unbeaten at home but 
unable to win a single game on the road. 

Because of it, the Canes also are on the brink of having their 
season end — again. 

Now 0-6 away from home, the Hurricanes once again are in 
the position of having to rely on home ice to help carry them 
through another Game 7, another series. 

The New York Rangers kept their season alive Saturday in 
Game 6, stopping the Canes 5-2 at Madison Square Garden 
to even the series 3-3 and force a deciding Game 7 on 
Monday at 8 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin each had power-play 
goals, Filip Chytil scored twice and Tyler Motte chipped in a 
goal for the Rangers. Motte had the game’s first goal — as 
soft a goal as Raanta has allowed in the playoffs. 

It was this kind of game: Shesterkin had two assists for the 
Rangers while Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who rarely 
has a stick infraction, was called for a double-minor for high-
sticking Chris Kreider. 

Before the game, Skjei said the Canes had to be better in the 
50-50 puck battles, the power play and the penalty kill to end 
their streak of road losses. The Canes did fight for pucks and 
win their share of the battles, but they allowed two power-

play goals — again — while coming up empty on their power 
plays. 

The Rangers scored first, had a 2-0 lead after the first period 
and sent Raanta to the bench early in the second after a 
third goal. Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov entered the game, only to 
allow a goal after Skjei had scored on a shot from the top of 
the slot. 

Shesterkin seemingly was a part of everything, He stopped 
enough shots to win, had the two assists and took a penalty 
with 2:18 left in the second period when he shoved the 
Canes’ Seth Jarvis down by the net. 

The Canes, 7-0 at home, will try to repeat the Boston Bruins 
series, where they lost all three games at TD Garden in 
Boston but won Game 7 at PNC Arena behind Raanta, who 
was emotional after the game. 

But the Rangers are a better team and bigger threat than the 
Bruins. They have Shesterkin, a Vezina Trophy finalist. They 
have proven snipers in Zibanejad, Kreider and Panarin. 

Zibanejad became the first Ranger player to have goals in 
four straight playoff games since Brendan Shanahan in 
2007. Shesterkin’s assist on the play made him the second 
goalie in Rangers history to have multiple points in a 
postseason. 

Shesterkin, like the Rangers, has been hard to handle at 
MSG. Before Saturday, he was 5-1 record with a .949 save 
percentage and 2.05 goals against average in home games. 
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Hurricanes’ futility on road continues in Game 6 Stanley Cup playoff loss to Rangers 

By Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock, and Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a chance to clinch their 
second-round NHL playoff series against the New York 
Rangers in Game 6 on Saturday at Madison Square Garden, 
coming off a 3-1 home win in Game 5. 

Game 7, if necessary, would be at 8 p.m. Tuesday at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh (ESPN). 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock 
are at MSG and will have live observations from the scene. 
Justin Pelletier is following along from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Saturday’s game is available on ESPN (Sean McDonough, 
Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports South will 
broadcast a Hurricanes-focused postgame show featuring 
Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis 
have the call on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 
in the Triangle). 

THIRD PERIOD 

No more shenanigans, no more game: The Rangers don’ 
convert on the final power play, but it matters nothing. The 
Canes fall on the road — again. Rangers 5m Cans 2, Game 
6 final. 

Rangers get a power play: Sebastian Aho to the box for 
roughing after getting hit by Jacob Trouba and then pulling 
Trouba’s helmet off. 

More penalties, more shenanigans: Miller with the penalty for 
tripping, and then DeAngelo shoots the puck after the whistle 
and draws an unsportsmanlike call. We’ll skate 4-on-4 again. 

Things getting... crispy: Two great saves by Igor Shesterkin 
and then a big ol’ pileup near the net. Mulitple players 
incvolved there, Trocheck in the middle of it. Canes penalty 
to Trockeck, Rangers penalty to Goodrow. 4-on-4 play 
forthcoming. 

Rangers cash in on the 5-on-3: All but salting this one away, 
the Rangers score with the extra skater, Artemi Panarin on 
the board for the Rangers and they take a commanding 5-2 
lead. 

Now a 4-on-3: Well, this is fun. Canes called for another 
penalty here on Ian Cole. This will eventually become a one-
minute 5-on-3 for the Rangers. 

Even-up at 4-on-4: Panarin takes an offensive-zone hooking 
penalty on the power play. Teams 4-on-4 for two minutes. 

Rangers back to the PP: A follow-through from Slavin 
catches Kreider up high, handing the Rangers a 4-minute 
power play. 

New starters: Zibanejad line starts for New York against the 
Aho line to start the third. We are under way. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Vital early third period coming: The Canes were a hot third-
period team all season long, but that has yet to manifest into 
the playoffs. This would be an opportune time for that to 

happen. But, the Rangers are doing what they need to do, as 
is keeper Igor Shesterkin. Rangers lead the Canes, 4-2, after 
two. 

Canes another PP: Shesterkin cross-checks Jarvis at the 
end of a long sustained Hurricanes possession. Shesterkin 
has 25 saves, two assists and two penalty minutes. The 
Canes had the puck in the zone for what seemed like 
forever. Shesterkin came out of his net and just blocked 
Jarvis from going behind the goal line with a two handed 
shove. UPDATE: No goals for the Canes here, either. 

And Canes to the PP: Kreider for hooking to send the 
Carolina PP to the ice for the second time. Big opportunity 
here. UPDATE: The Canes did NOT score on the power 
play. 

Canes get another back: Is there life here? The Canes are 
on the board a second time as Vincent Trocheck appears to 
sweep the puck past Shesterkin after a rebound of a Brady 
Skjei shot. 

Shesterkin on the scoresheet: Igor Shesterkin is the fifth 
goaltender in NHL history to record multiple assists in a 
playoff game: Pekka Rinne (NSH) - 2017/04/15@ CHI; Jose 
Theodore (MTL) - 2004/04/11vs BOS; Tom Barrasso (PIT) - 
1993/04/20vs NJD; Grant Fuhr (EDM) - 1991/04/22vs LAK 
are the others. Shesterkin also playing well in his traditional 
role as goalie. 

So much for momentum: Rangers snag another one off the 
hop after the media timeout. Chytil, for the second time 
tonight, beats the Canes’ keeper, this time it’s Kochetkov on 
an weird backhander off the keeper’s shoulder. 

Goalie change, and a goal: Minutes after pulling Raanta, the 
Canes strike. Brady Skjei wrister beats Shesterkin. It’s 
Skjei’s first playoff goal with the Canes, and it comes against 
his former team. 

Rangers in firm command: The Rangers now in complete 
control here with a 3-0 lead after Filip Chytil picks a corner 
clean on Raanta. Not Raanta’s night. Pyotr Kochetkov 
comes in to replace Raanta. 

Long runs of 5-on-5 play: The first and second period have 
both opened with long stretches of whistle-less play. It 
benefited the Rangers more in the first frame, the Canes 
seem to have the better of play early here in the second. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Rangers get the first frame they needed: Done with the 
opening 20 minutes at Madison Square Garden. It remains 
2-0 in favor of the home team. Shots were 15-12 Canes, 

Canes get a PP: Canes with a power play. Scored one at 
home, still looking for one on the road in this series. 
UPDATE: No scoring from the Canes on the PP, as is 
normal on the road. Canes DID get a chance on Shesterkin 
after the kill, though. 

Rangers PP goal: The hole gets deeper for the Canes here 
as Mika Zibanejad, who’s been heating up, got one for the 
fourth game in a row. 2-0 deficit here seems cavernous. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

First power play to the Rangers: Brendan Smith whistled for 
high-sticking, as he got his stick up on Lafreniere. He’ll get 
two minutes. Rangers to the PP. 

Great chances for Canes, then Rangers on the board: 
Shesterkin stops Aho on a breakaway and then Teravainen 
in front, Rangers go the other way and Motte scores on a 
shot that Raanta simply has to stop. It’s 1-0 Rangers at 7:22 
of the first period. 

Strong start for Rangers: Staal line with a good shift to start. 
Once the line change, Rangers come out with Zibanejad line 
and it has a solid shift, getting a quality chance on Raanta. 

Starters familiar: Brind’Amour starting Staal line again. 
Rangers go with Goodrow’s group. 

PREGAME 

Ethan Bear took warmups as an extra defenseman, which 
usually suggests someone is a game-time decision, but the 
pairings were the same as they have been throughout the 
playoffs during line rushes. For the Rangers, Barclay 
Goodrow is apparently ready to return after missing 11 
games. He’ll replace Kevin Rooney in the lineup. 

Barclay Goodrow is back for the Rangers, replacing Kevin 
Rooney. Scorer of *that* goal in Game 1 of the Tampa series 
last year. pic.twitter.com/eFKUmgk6id 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 28, 2022 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes are expected for the Hurricanes, which means 
Antti Raanta in net. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
wouldn’t say whether Frederik Andersen might be available 
for backup duty, but he did say Jack LaFontaine remained 
the emergency third goalie, which suggests not. 

Francis St. Laurent and Gord Dwyer are the referees. That 
duo worked Game 3 of the first-round series against the 
Boston Bruins, Steve Barton and Ryan Daisy are the 
linesmen. 

The Rangers have won three straight elimination games, 
coming back from 3-1 down to win their first-round series 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. The only team with a longer 
home winning streak (five) than the Rangers is ... the 
Hurricanes (seven). 

“I guess we’re kind of used to having our backs against the 
wall here in these playoffs,” Rangers defenseman — and, 
briefly, Hurricanes prospect — Adam Fox said Saturday. “I 
think we know how to play when we’re in this situation. Try 
really hard, try to get the win, try to take it back to Carolina.” 

Among the celebrities expected at MSG on Saturday night: 
Mariano Rivera. 
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Hurricanes’ healthy scratches fight physical, mental battle, ready to play when needed 

By Luke DeCock 

The decision facing Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz, 
staring down a long Saturday afternoon of nothing, was to 
stay in the hotel and hang out or meander through 
Manhattan like a couple of (very fit) tourists. 

“We lost the last two we were here, so we may have to go for 
the walk in the city because we stayed in the hotel last time,” 
Stepan said. “Switch it up a little bit. Go people-watch for a 
little bit.” 

These are the times that try a hockey player’s soul, when the 
team has a playoff game that night and the player does not. 

Both Stepan and Lorentz have been in and out of the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ lineup this postseason, but barring food 
poisoning or some other catastrophe befalling a teammate, 
neither expected to be called upon for Saturday’s Game 6 
against the New York Rangers. 

So while the bus bearing their teammates back to the hotel 
for their meals and meetings and naps had long departed 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday, some already 
showered and dressed by the time Stepan and Lorentz and 
Ethan Bear had even left the ice, they still had an off-ice 
workout with strength coach Bill Burniston to complete before 
they could even contemplate how to kill the remaining six 
hours of the day before the late bus would leave the hotel to 
bring them back to the arena. 

It’s not an issue Stepan, after more than 800 regular-season 
games, has much familiarity in addressing. He has typically, 
over the course of his career, been a regular in the lineup, no 
matter what time of year. Now he’s handling the dual burden 
of maintaining his physical condition and his mental edge at 
the same time. 

The physical may be easier, with extra time on the ice and in 
the weight room. That is, as Stepan said, “science.” But the 
mental … after 12 seasons in the NHL, he’s still trying to 
figure that out. 

“It’s difficult. I don’t think there’s a good, solid answer,” 
Stepan said. “Throughout the year I was trying to figure out 
ways and every day was kind of a day-by-day situation. It’s 
not an easy job and nobody wants to be in it, but in the world 
that we’re in, somebody has to on every team. You find ways 
on the ice, off the ice, just to kind of keep in it. But the only 
real way to get into it is to get back into it.” 

Stepan got his chance during the Boston series when Jordan 
Martinook was injured, then was swapped out for Lorentz. 
With Martinook back, they’re both on the outside looking in. 
Bear, meanwhile, is still waiting for an opportunity, with the 
Hurricanes’ defense both healthy and performing well at the 
moment. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Derek Stepan (18) works out during 
practice on Friday, May 13, 2022 as they prepare for game 
seven in the Stanley Cup first round series against Boston at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

They have, at their varying ages — Stepan is 31, Lorentz 26, 
Bear 24 — defined game-day routines, preferred nap 
schedules, tics and preferences that may not be 
superstitions but probably amount to that in the end. Killing 
time on the road is an art, whether in the lineup or out, and 
veterans typically have it down to a science as well. 

“Eight hundred and some odd games and I think I’ve napped 
for 800-some odd games,” Stepan said. “I don’t think there 
was a day I was in the lineup and didn’t have a pregame 
nap.” 

They’re left to it on their own. The assistant coaches stay out 
with them on the ice for the extra work, but they’ve got an 
afternoon of film and planning ahead. And to the head coach, 
they’re barely his concern in the hours leading up to a game. 

“It’s tough,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
do a lot (with them) on a game day. They know if they’re in or 
out. It’s a tough spot to be in when you’re a guy that doesn’t 
get to play, for sure. But I think everybody understands it’s 
not because they don’t deserve to be in, it’s just the health of 
everybody. When you have a healthy group, you have to 
have depth. Everybody knows they’re going to have their 
chance at some point. You’ve just got to stay ready.” 

Not playing, in some ways, is harder than playing, especially 
when the games start to stretch on and out. At the beginning 
of the playoffs, Stepan tried to keep to his normal routine. 
Just in case. But there’s also a balance, because it’s 
prohibitively mentally draining to prepare every day as if you 
might play when you are not, but there’s also always that 
small chance something might change. 

Most nights, things proceed as planned, which means 
watching the game in a suit in the press box. Occasionally, a 
scratched player will be told to be ready to take warm-ups, if 
a teammate is ailing. Whether they end up on the ice before 
the game or not, at least there’s that warning. 

“It’s almost worse if you’re kind of in limbo like that, because 
it’s the what-if,” Lorentz said. “You’re so jacked up ready to 
play but you’re also nervous at the same time.” 

Strange decisions lay ahead: To nap or not to nap. To walk 
or not to walk. The only one that mattered, to play or not to 
play, was out of their hands, again. Their wait, Saturday 
afternoon and perhaps beyond, goes on. 
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Hurricanes seek elusive first road win of Stanley Cup playoffs in Game 6 vs. Rangers 

By Chip Alexander 

In short, win a road game in the playoffs. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has said the fact the Canes 
are 7-0 at home and 0-5 away from home in the playoffs is a 
“nonissue.” He said it again Saturday after the morning skate 
before Game 6 against the New York Rangers at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“I don’t know what else to tell you,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
totally irrelevant going into this game. What’s done is done. 
We’re starting here fresh and want to win the game. 

“If you play your hardest, it is what it is. And I think we’ve 
played hard on the road.” 

A road win in Game 6 would end the second-round series 
and lift the Canes into the Eastern Conference finals against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. A loss would set up a Game 7 with 
the Rangers on Monday at PNC Arena and some more tense 
times. 

Carolina Hurricanes center Steven Lorentz (78) falls on a 
play against New York Rangers center Tyler Motte (64) and 
center Filip Chytil (72) in the third period of Game 4 of an 
NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022, in New York. The Rangers won 4-1. 
Associated Press 

“Honestly, we’ve played better at home and we haven’t 
played our best on the road,” defenseman Brady Skjei said 
Saturday. “We haven’t really gotten to our game. We have in 
spurts, but not a full 60 minutes.” 

What needs to change? After all, the Canes were 25-12-4 on 
the road in the regular season, twice winning at MSG. 

“Winning 50-50 puck battles, power plays, penalty kills,” Skjei 
said. “All that stuff adds up to it. But we’re confident in our 

game and we believe if we play our style we can win home 
or away.” 

While the Canes are 7-0 at home, the Rangers have tied a 
franchise record with five consecutive home wins in the 
playoffs and are 5-1 at MSG. 

“The boy are excited,” Canes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi said. 
“Time to get the first win in the away game.” 

The Canes should not have any lineup changes from Game 
5 in Game 6, Brind’Amour said. 

Goalie Antti Raanta will make his 10th consecutive start. 
Rookie forward Seth Jarvis, who was whacked in the mouth 
by a stick in Game 5, will play. Forward Jordan Martinook 
should play a second straight game and the scratches again 
could be Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz and Ethan Bear. 

FRED-DIE, FRED-DIE 

Goalie Frederik Andersen got in more work Saturday, both 
before and during the morning skate at MSG. Andersen has 
not played since his lower-body injury April 16 at Colorado 
and Brind’Amour has been coy in updating his status. 

Brind’Amour was asked Saturday if Andersen had reached 
the point he could serve as the backup goalie to Raanta in 
games. 

“When he will be, he’ll be there,” Brind’Amour said. “If he’s 
not in there tonight backing up, then he’s not ready.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov is expected to back up Raanta in Game 6. 
Question: is Andersen or Jack LaFontaine considered the 
No. 3 goalie? 

“Jack is right now,” Brind’Amour said. 

That settles that — for now. 
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Hurricanes’ goaltending suddenly in spotlight as Antti Raanta falters in Game 6 loss 

By Kevin Kurz 

NEW YORK — Prior to the start of their second-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series, it was generally assumed the 
Rangers’ biggest, and perhaps only, edge over the 
Hurricanes was in goal. That’s how New York made it to the 
playoffs in the first place, as Igor Shesterkin’s Vezina-caliber 
play was essentially the only reason the Rangers were able 
to overcome what was a middling five-on-five game 
throughout the regular season. 

Through five head-to-head playoff games, though, it hadn’t 
played out that way. Shesterkin managed a 1.61 goals-
against average and .949 save percentage — stellar 
numbers, to be sure — but Antti Raanta, called into duty 
because of the injury to Frederik Andersen, was holding up 
just fine with a nearly identical 1.60 goals-against average 
and .937 save percentage. 

But then came Saturday night at Madison Square Garden, a 
5-2 Rangers win in Game 6. Shesterkin still looked like his 
same old self, finishing with 37 saves, including a few of the 
spectacular variety, while Raanta ended up parked on the far 
end of the visitors bench just a few minutes into the second 
period after surrendering three goals on 13 shots. It set up a 
decisive Game 7 at PNC Arena on Monday in which the 
Hurricanes, now 0-6 on the road in the playoffs, will try to 
advance at home, where they are 7-0. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour chuckled a bit when asked who his 
starter will be in the next game — a question he surely had 
to figure was coming — but then quickly declared that 
Raanta, in fact, would be back in net. Not Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who relieved Raanta on Saturday and allowed two goals on 
12 shots, nor Andersen, who is attempting to work his way 
back from a lower-body injury but is apparently not ready yet. 

“Give me a day to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said moments 
after Game 6 ended, “but yes, (Raanta will) be starting.” 

The pivotal moment Saturday came early, and it involved the 
two netminders. Shesterkin denied Sebastian Aho on a 
breakaway a little more than seven minutes into the first 
period and followed it up with an equally strong stop on a 
Teuvo Teravainen backhand. The Rangers quickly 
transitioned the puck the other way moments before Tyler 
Motte, using Brady Skjei as a screen, lifted in a shot that 
glanced off Raanta before hitting the net behind him at 7:22. 
It wasn’t an egregious goal, but it was stoppable. 

Less than three minutes later on a Rangers power play, Mika 
Zibanejad’s shot from below the faceoff dot beat Raanta to 
the far side. Though Zibanejad made some pretty moves on 
the rush after receiving an Adam Fox pass in the neutral 
zone, and he’s perhaps the Rangers’ best pure goal scorer, it 
was still a shot that needed to be stopped from that angle 
and at that moment. 

“I’m sure he’d like to have those back,” Brind’Amour said of 
Raanta. “This time of year, you’ve got to, I guess, make 

those saves. It’s behind us now. We’re turning the page. The 
good news is we don’t have to end on that, we have another 
shot at it.” 

Skjei said: “Rants has been solid all playoffs long. … He’s 
been a huge part of us being where we’re at right now. We 
have tons of confidence in him.” 

And the Hurricanes have several reasons to still be 
confident. They have, of course, remained perfect at home 
for the duration of the playoffs, including Thursday’s Game 5 
in which they thoroughly outplayed the Rangers in a 3-1 win. 

The power play, although it didn’t score, looked better, 
particularly early. In the first period with Jacob Trouba in the 
box, the Hurricanes had a number of good looks at the net, 
but one of Shesterkin’s best stops of the night came when he 
gloved Tony DeAngelo’s chance with 5:26 to go. 

Though the discrepancy in goaltending was evident, the 
Hurricanes actually had more high-danger scoring chances 
than the Rangers, 19-10, through two periods (according to 
Natural Stat Trick) when the game was still within reach. It 
wasn’t until Artemi Panarin’s marker at 7:43 of the third 
period on a two-man advantage that all hope was essentially 
lost for Carolina. 

The Hurricanes had an earlier chance to grab the 
momentum, too, when Skjei made it a 3-1 game at 5:05 of 
the second period as his shot through traffic beat Shesterkin. 
But Filip Chytil’s second goal of the evening just 1:42 later on 
a bar-down backhand through Kochetkov restored the three-
goal cushion, and even though there was plenty of time left, 
it felt like the dagger with the way Shesterkin was playing. 

“When you get one, it hurts to give it back right away,” Skjei 
said. 

From an emotional standpoint, Brind’Amour indicated that 
Saturday’s loss would be easier for his team to recover from 
than, say, an overtime defeat or something else 
heartbreaking. 

“If you’re gonna go down in a game, these are the easy ones 
to let go,” he said. “Once we got behind, we never really got 
going again. There’s a lot of guys who didn’t play very well. A 
lot easier to shake off a game like that than a game where 
you’re right in it and something bad happens.” 

Skjei said: “We couldn’t close it out, but we’ll forget about this 
pretty quickly and we have a lot of confidence at home, like 
our record shows. We’re excited and we’ll be ready to go on 
Monday.” 

We’ll find out if that’s the case. If the Hurricanes are going to 
advance to the Eastern Conference final against Tampa Bay, 
Raanta will have to be better than he was Saturday, 
particularly if Shesterkin plays the way he has for much of 
the season. 
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“We are comfortable (at home),” Jordan Staal said, “but 
we’re going to need everyone. It’s not easy. All the way from 
the goalie all the way out, everyone’s going to have to show 
up and be ready to battle and obviously be sharp in our 

details and (win) our puck battles, and all that stuff. We’re 
going to need everyone in a Game 7.” 

“We hope (home ice is) a factor,” Skjei said. “Obviously, it’s 
been good to us. We’re counting on it again, for sure.” 

 

 

NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers force Game 7 against Hurricanes 

By Shayna Goldman 

Game 6: Rangers 5, Hurricanes 2 | Series tied 3-3 

Who was the guy? Filip Chytil gets a lot of credit for his two-
goal game. But the star of this one was Igor Shesterkin. The 
Rangers netminder turned aside 37 of the 39 shots he faced 
and, according to Natural Stat Trick, saved 2.92 more goals 
than expected in all situations against 47 unblocked shots 
from the Hurricanes. 

Though the Rangers finished the first period strong, Carolina 
pressured the rest of the way. At five-on-five, the Hurricanes 
generated the majority of the shots and won the quality battle 
with 65 percent of the expected goals share in the second, 
then 88.9 percent in the third. So even though New York 
mustered only 11.1 percent (!) of the expected goals share, it 
had the goaltending to keep the team in the game in the final 
period. 

Oh, and Shesterkin also tallied two assists and took a 
penalty. Just an eventful game for the goalie all around.  

What was the key? There were a few keys to this game, 
which is why this series is going the distance. 

The Rangers have won four games on the brink of 
elimination. The Hurricanes can’t win on the road, losing all 
six games away from PNC Arena (and winning every home 
game). Goal scorers from the Rangers came from every line. 
New York had the advantage in net to make up for its even-
strength play in the second half.  

Key stat: Eleven skaters have fewer points than Shesterkin’s 
two in this series. Brett Pesce, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Tony 
DeAngelo and Jacob Trouba each have an assist. Braden 
Schneider, Justin Braun, K’Andre Miller, Kaapo Kakko, Kevin 
Rooney, Jaccob Slavin and Jesper Fast have all been held 
off the scoresheet.  

The moment it was over: Chytil’s second-period backhand 
goal could have been fitting here, seeing as he quickly 
reinstated the Rangers’ three-goal lead just after Skjei pulled 

the Canes closer two minutes earlier. But Carolina’s shots 
and scoring chances tested that. So when Artemi Panarin 
scored for the first time since the series-clinching goal in 
Game 7 of Round 1 in overtime, that’s when this game was 
really over. The Hurricanes would have had to beat 
Shesterkin four more times to pull ahead. 

The Rangers’ starter allowed six goals once in 53 games 
played in the regular season — back in November against 
Calgary. And he allowed that many against Pittsburgh in 
Game 4 of the first round. But here in Game 6, he was 
locked in. That’s why the chances of the Hurricanes getting 
four past him in the remaining 12 minutes seemed incredibly 
slim.  

The moment of the game: DeAngelo, after the whistle blew 
midway through the third period, flipped the puck past 
Shesterkin. That’s basically a move straight out of a video 
game when you’re trying to annoy whoever you’re playing 
against. While it may have been an attempt to get under his 
opponent’s skin, it was also just undisciplined and led to an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. So instead of the 
Hurricanes getting a power play because Miller was called 
for tripping, play remained even.  

The Rangers know firsthand that DeAngelo can be effective 
when the offensive defender balances the disciplinary line. 
They also know how his game can get away from him when 
he can’t contain his emotions. The Hurricanes have learned 
that, too, including this postseason in Game 4 in Boston. 
Luckily for them, he rebounded the next tilt. That’s what the 
Hurricanes need in the series decider, otherwise he can 
quickly become a liability.  

Rangers Worry Meter:   … The Rangers stayed alive 
once more but have to find a way to win this series back in 
Raleigh. 

Hurricanes Worry Meter:    … Being the better team 
is only half of the battle when Shesterkin is in goal, and the 
Hurricanes still can’t win on the road. 
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Rangers hold serve at home, force Hurricanes into decisive Game 7 

By Cory Lavalette  

It was the script the Carolina Hurricanes didn’t want to follow 
again. 

Looking for their first road win of the postseason, the 
Hurricanes had a chance to get ahead early when Sebastian 
Aho came in alone on a breakaway. Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin stopped him, and it went downhill from there. 

New York scored the first three goals to chase Carolina 
goalie Antti Raanta and cruised to a 5-2 win Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden, setting up a Game 7 in Raleigh on 
Monday. 

“Game 7s are Game 7s,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said after the loss. “Obviously it’s a big match. We are 
comfortable there, but we’re going to need everyone. It’s not 
easy. From the goalie all the way up, everyone is gonna 
have to show up and be ready to battle.” 

Raanta lasted under 24 minutes, allowing a leaky goal to 
Tyler Motte, guessing wrong on a Mika Zibanejad power play 
goal and finally getting the hook when Filip Chytil scored 
3:24 into the second period. He gave up three goals on 13 
shots and was replaced by Pyotr Kochetkov (10 saves). 

“I’m not worried about Rants,” captain Jordan Staal said. 
“He’ll be ready to go.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour briefly hedged when 
asked if Raanta would start in Game 7 then relented. 

“Give me a day to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said, “but yes, 
he’ll be starting.” 

While Staal pointed to the team’s slow start as the reason for 
its sixth straight road loss during these playoffs, Brind’Amour 
just didn’t like what came right after the start. 

“It wasn’t a bad start because our first few shifts Aho has the 
breakaway,” Brind’Amour said, “then they come down and 
get that one. … We got behind again and then that’s where it 
got tough.” 

The Hurricanes were also failed by their special teams again. 

After Motte snuck the opening goal through Raanta, the 
Rangers went on the power play and needed just 36 
seconds to score. Zibanejad weaved around Carolina 

defenseman Brady Skjei and Raanta, expecting a pass, left 
his five-hole wide open for the goal at 9:51 of the first. It was 
the fourth straight game Zibanejad has scored. 

Carolina’s power play had a chance to halve the lead a few 
minutes later, but New York killed the Jacob Trouba penalty 
and had a perfect night, limiting the Hurricanes to just five 
shots on three power plays. The Rangers later converted a 
5-on-3 power play and were 2 of 5 on the night. 

“They got a couple power play goals, we didn’t,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s also a difference in the game.” 

After Chytil scored his first of two goals at 3:24 of the second 
to make the score 3-0 and send Raanta to the bench, the 
Hurricanes twice got within two goals but never closer. 

Skjei scored just 101 seconds after Chytil to cut New York’s 
lead to 3-1. Chytil scored again at 6:47 of the second and 
was answered by Carolina when Vincent Trocheck scored in 
front of Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (37 saves) at 12:47 to 
make it a 4-2 game heading into the third period. 

But Carolina’s penalty woes emerged in the third when the 
Hurricanes took 12 of their 14 PIMs in the game. That 
included a four-minute high-sticking penalty to Jaccob Slavin 
that doubled the two minutes he had in his previous 43 
career playoff games. 

“The good news is we don’t have to end on that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I mean, we got another shot here.” 

And the Hurricanes will return to PNC Arena for the deciding 
Game 7. For as dismal a record Carolina has on the road 
this postseason, the team is a perfect 7-0 in Raleigh and has 
outscored its opponents 25-8 on home ice. 

“We hope it’s a factor,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, it’s 
been good to us, so we’re counting on it again, for sure.” 

Notes: Skjei finished with a goal and an assist for the second 
two-point playoff game of his career. … Brett Pesce had five 
blocked shots for the third time in this series. … Seth Jarvis 
had an assist, led the team in scoring chances (five) and tied 
for the lead in high-danger scoring chances (three) in all 
situations, and he also drew two second period penalties. … 
Trocheck’s goal was his fifth of the postseason, the most 
among Carolina players. 
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'Strange, but true': 20 years later, 'BBC' line stars reminisce on improbable Canes run to 
finals 

By Ryan Bisesi 

Raleigh, N.C. — The 2001-2002 version of the Carolina 
Hurricanes had no business being three wins from the 
Stanley Cup. 

At that point, they were just a few years removed from 
playing in front of sparse crowds at the Greensboro 
Coliseum, where a curtain regularly draped off much of the 
upper level seating. 

But the spring of 2002 brought the infancy of terms like 
"Caniacs" along with the team's unofficial introduction to the 
pro sports consciousness, expanding the area's pallette to 
go beyond college basketball and NASCAR. 

Before fans wore "Bunch of Jerks" shirts, there was "BBC" 
wear - representing now coach Rod Brind'Amour, and 
forwards Bates Battaglia and Erik Cole. All three still live in 
Raleigh and were part of moments that still echo in franchise 
history. 

The fan favorites embodied a physicality in the game that 
isn't as prominent now. The trio represented the plucky team 
that came from under the surface and into the hearts of the 
region still feeling its way into the sport. For fans, certainly 
winning was fun, but the underdog role made it easy to get 
behind even if you weren't as familiar with the game's 
intricacies. 

The team had to rely on old-fashioned elbow grease and a 
penchant for aggression to create their own luck along with a 
relentless attitude fostered by the hard-nosed Brind'Amour. 

Youngsters guided by veteran's leadership 

As little as he knew about North Carolina, Battaglia, a 
Chicago native, came to the state with the Hurricanes in 
1997 at 21. He said he was just glad to be playing 
professional hockey, but the logistics around the first two 
seasons brought difficulties. Back then, PNC Arena was just 
a big mess of construction behind Carter-Finley Stadium. 

Support was inconsistent as the Greensboro Coliseum was 
sometimes dubbed "green acres" for all the empty seats at 
games. 

"You get tired of driving to Greensboro 41 times a season," 
Battaglia said. "The fans wanted to be fans but at the same 
time, they knew we were leaving." 

Brind'Amour was then a 31-year-old center known for 
winning faceoffs and being a zealot for working out. The 
Ottawa native stayed true to a strict, no-nonsense diet and 
workout routine that stayed consistent throughout the regular 
season and playoff schedule. 

"He worked out like a maniac," said Battaglia, who added 
Brind'Amour wasn't as much into the nightlife scene as some 
other players. "He would come and hang out, but he didn't 
drink much at all. I can't say the same for myself or [Cole]. 
His diet was pretty strict. He was fish, chicken, rice, no salt, 
vegetables, it was pretty straightforward." 

Brind'Amour was eventually named a captain before the 
2005-2006 season, months before the franchise's ultimate 
moment in winning the Stanley Cup. 

The "BBC" line contributions live on through Brind'Amour. A 
big part in the franchise's progress from the just happy to be 
there attitude of the early 2000s and expectations of 
competing for championships in recent seasons is due to 
him. Brind'Amour was recently asked if there was a time 
when he thought he'd never win the cup, which was a real 
possibility at that point in his career. 

"When we lost in '02 in Detroit, I remember sitting here, 
going 'wow, that might have been it right there,'" he said. "I 
was getting older at that point ... thankfully, that wasn't it, but 
you never know." 

Cole, then in his rookie season, didn't have grandiose 
expectations for himself, but the team clearly knew he was 
ready and he lived up to the moment. He entered his first 
training camp the year prior expecting to make the roster, but 
didn't. The next year, a new urgency appeared in his 
demeanor and that extended itself to the ice. 

"When I came into training camp in 01-02, I was very 
determined and I played that way," Cole said. "I had to play 
that way." 

Cole had a commendable rookie year, scoring 16 goals and 
getting 24 assists. His sister moved to the Triangle in the mid 
'90s, so he was familiar with the area and used that to his 
advantage in pre-draft interviews with the team. General 
Manager Jim Rutherford selected Cole in the third round in 
1998. A largely veteran roster showed Cole the ropes and 
intangibles that were necessary to be a steady pro. 

Cole started the year playing alongside Brind'Amour and 
Martin Gélinas. Battaglia joined the picture for a game in 
Dallas around Thanksgiving and the three played together 
on-and-off for the rest of the season. Coach Paul Maurice 
and staff liked the mix and boost to the depth. Although 
creating open space was hard for everyone except maybe 
Sami Kapanen, their ability to throw their weight around and 
force turnovers led to scoring chances. 

"That gave us three lines that could score, for the three of us, 
a lot of it was communication on the bench," Cole said. "We 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

kind of took Roddy's leadership of being relentless on the 
other team." 

Maurice, then the youngest coach in the league at 35, came 
under fire in early December amid a four-game losing streak 
that dropped the team to 12-12-4. But by the end of the 
month, they were 20-13-5 and gaining steam as a contender. 

In 2002, players like Kapanen and Battaglia had their best 
seasons and Jeff O' Neill led the squad in goals for the third-
straight year with 31. Kapanen, the lone Hurricanes All-Star 
selection, won the fastest skater competition at the skills 
challenge and hit career highs in goals (27) and points (69). 
Hall-of-Famer Ron Francis, then 38 and in his 21st season, 
still put up 27 goals and 77 points. Goalie Artūrs Irbe, also 
nearing the end of his NHL career at 35, was instrumental in 
keeping them in games. 

They went on to beat three teams who finished with more 
points in the regular season en route to the finals. 

Not tied down 

Despite the mix of youth and veteran contribution, the team 
was about as under-the-radar as you could get. The 
Southeast Division champions were dismissed as 
beneficiaries of a weak division and scored as many goals as 
they allowed (217). 

There was one oddity - the Hurricanes played to a league-
high 16 ties that season, which were still common in the pre-
lockout, shootout-yielding NHL. The team became so known 
for ties that fans threw neckties on the ice when they 
snapped a stretch of seven consecutive ties at home, a 
league record. They also had the least wins, 35, of any 
division winner. The Philadelphia Flyers had the second-
lowest wins total for a division winner at 42, still comfortably 
ahead of the Hurricanes. 

Ties still earned teams a point in the standings, so that 
served as a consolation prize, but players didn't want to take 
solace in not winning. 

"For us as players, a lot of it was 'alright we're still gaining 
points, we're not getting the results that we want, but we're 
still getting points,'" Cole said. "It was frustrating for that 
stretch." 

The Washington Capitals finished second in the division and 
actually had one more win than Carolina. The Canes' first-
round opponent, the New Jersey Devils, finished third in the 
Atlantic Division and still had more points (95). By way of 
winning the division, the Hurricanes garnered the No. 3 seed 
in the east, but few expected them to get past the first round. 

"Going into the playoffs, I don't think a lot of people saw us 
as a big threat, but for us and the confidence level that we 
had in the room, we knew we were a good team," Cole said. 
"For us, it was a real big boost to get past New Jersey, and I 
think that kind of exorcized some demons from the previous 
year, especially." 

The Hurricanes narrowly missed the playoffs in 2000. They 
eked out a couple of wins against the top-seeded Devils in 
2001 as the eight-seed, a noteworthy feat given the Devils 
were defending cup champions and jumped out to a 3-0 
series lead. New Jersey was the first-round opponent again 

in 2002, starting a rivalry that spanned the rest of the 
decade. 

In Game 1, Brind'Amour and Cole scored goals in a 2-1 win. 
In Game 2, Cole scored in the second period to tie the game 
and Battaglia scored the overtime game-winner in a redirect 
from a shot from defenseman Marek Malik. After two losses 
in New Jersey, the late Josef Vašíček scored the game-
winning goal in overtime of Game 5, made possible by Kevin 
Weekes' acrobatic pair of saves in the extra period. Weekes 
came up with a shutout in Game 6 to guide the Canes to 
their first playoff series win since the franchise moved to 
North Carolina. 

"When it came to the New Jersey series and we were able to 
have a little bit of success early on, I think that boosted our 
confidence level as a trio," Cole said. "As a team, we could 
help take some of the load off of our top guys and Ronnie 
and Jeff and Sammy. It made us a much more dangerous 
team." 

The series win, combined with top-Seeded Boston going 
down to Montreal and Ottawa knocking off No. 2 seed 
Philadelphia, suddenly opened doors to possibilities that 
seemed outlandish weeks earlier. 

Montreal and Hart Trophy winner José Théodore loomed in 
the second round as the Canadiens were also riding high off 
a first-round upset. 

The BBC line continued to flourish in the second-round 
playoff series against the Canadiens, as the three scored 10 
goals between them in six games. None were bigger than 
the tallies netted by Battaglia and Cole that set up the 
Molson Miracle, a Game 4 overtime win that saw the team 
rally from a 3-0 deficit with three goals in the final period to 
even the series at 2. After Sean Hill's powerplay strike to get 
the Canes on the board, Battaglia scored to make it 3-2 with 
a little more than seven minutes left and momentum was 
building. 

The Canes pulled Irbe for the man advantage and Cole got 
the serendipity needed from Battaglia and Francis to tie the 
game in the final minute. Amid a scramble for the puck in the 
crease, Cole muscled himself into some open space at the 
side of the net and buried it. 

"I was able to pull it away before Théodore even saw it, I 
almost mishandled it for a quick second, I couldn't believe 
that it was there." 

Niclas Wallin swished a wrist shot from the back of the face-
off circle to complete the comeback. Games 5 and 6 were 
runaway victories and suddenly the team's foot was on the 
gas entering the conference finals. For the first time, the 
Canes felt destined for something special. 

Strange, but true 

There was no love lost in the third-round series with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, which featured three overtime finishes. 
The Maple Leafs had former Hurricane Gary Roberts and 
defenseman Bryan McCabe, who were determined to cancel 
out Cole. 

"The head-to-head with Robs was a lot, we went at each 
other really, really hard." said Cole, who described spitting 
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up blood in the locker room during a series-clinching Game 
6. 

The teams split the first two games in Raleigh with Wallin 
scoring the deciding goal in overtime of Game 2. It was 
actually O'Neill who had the most emblematic moment of the 
team's postseason, scoring the game-winning goal in 
overtime of Game 3 with a black eye after taking a puck to 
the face in regulation. 

When Gélinas scored the series-clincher in Game 6, ESPN 
play-by-play announcer Steve Levy captured the 
bewilderment of everyone at the Air Canada Centre and 
hockey fans in general. 

"It's strange, but true, folks. The Carolina Hurricanes are 
going to the Stanley Cup Finals," Levy said. 

No one gave Carolina much of a shot against a Detroit team 
that boasted a litany of all-stars and household names like 
like Brendan Shanahan, Steve Yzerman, Brett Hull, Sergei 
Federov, Nicklas Lidström, Chris Chelios and Pavel Datsyuk. 
The Red Wings carried double the payroll of the Hurricanes 
and took command with a double-overtime win in Game 3, 
ending Carolina's good fortune in postseason overtimes. 

Games 4 and 5 were basically controlled by Detroit, who won 
its third cup in six seasons. 

In the end, the right mix of circumstances behind great 
netminding, an effective defense and just enough goal-
scoring sent the team on an unlikely run against a trio of 
"original six" franchises. 

"We just outworked teams," Cole said. "We were a little bit of 
meat and potatoes and every now and again, we'd mix in a 
pretty goal." 

The intensity and fervor that accompanies a deep 
postseason run strengthened the team's bond with the 
Triangle. Even though it didn't end with a trophy, the 
overachieving group helped make strides in growing the 
game in a new market. While sellout crowds at PNC Arena 
and use of the phrase 'the loudest house in the NHL' are 
common now among fans and media, the 2002 playoff run 
should be acknowledged as playing a vital role in all that 
coming to fruition. 

"It was the most fun I ever had playing hockey," said 
Battaglia, now 46 and a Canes season ticket-holder. 
"Playoffs were amazing. Every step of the way, it just got 
more and more exciting." 

 

Rangers take Game 6, Canes will host decisive Game 7 on Monday 

By Lauren Brownlow 

The Carolina Hurricanes had to do something it hadn't done 
all Playoffs if it wanted to vanquish the Rangers in six games 
— win on the road. 

But the Canes' road woes continued as just about everything 
that could go wrong did in a 5-2 loss in New York. 

It began as a disparity in goaltenders and ended in a penalty-
laden meltdown, but Canes' netminder Antti Raanta 
struggled early and often, allowing two first-period goals, one 
of which was an unassisted 35-foot wrist shot. That one set 
the tone just seven minutes in. 

Brendan Smith picked up a penalty not even two minutes 
later and the Rangers' power play capitalized, giving the 
Rangers a 2-0 lead with barely nine minutes gone. Mike 
Zibanejad scored, but it was a save Raanta arguably should 
have made. 

But the Rangers' Igor Shesterkin has had no such trouble. 
The Canes got good scoring chances throughout, but he was 
very difficult to penetrate, saving 37 of the 39 shots he faced. 

The Rangers struck again just three and a half minutes into 
the second period, extending their lead to 3-0 as Adam Fox 
found Filip Chytil. 

That gave Canes head coach Rod Brind'Amour little choice 
but to pull Raanta. Pyotr Kochetov came in to relieve him. 

Just a minute and a half later, former Ranger Brady Skjei 
answered with his first Playoff goal, cutting the lead to 3-1. 

It seemed like the Canes had a bit of pep in their step after 
that with a new goalie and a two-goal deficit with plenty of 
time, but Chytil answered less than two minutes later to 
extend New York's lead to 4-1. 

The Hurricanes did show some more fight as Vincent 
Trocheck found the net 12:47 into the second to cut the 
deficit to 4-2. But they couldn't capitalize on power play 
chances when they had them and couldn't kill the Rangers' 
penalties. 

The rarely-penalized Jaccob Slavin got a 4-minute double 
minor for high sticking midway through the third, but with just 
12 seconds remaining in the power play, the Rangers scored 
to go up 5-2 and all but seal it with 12:17 to go. 

It was a penalty parade for the Canes in the closing minutes, 
but the score remained the same. 

Game 7 will be Monday in Raleigh at PNC Arena. 
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Recap: Rangers Force Game 7, Canes Fall 5-2 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - The second round series between 
Carolina and New York will come down to Monday night in 
Raleigh, as the Rangers earned a 5-2 victory in Saturday's 
Game 6. 

Three Things 

1) A Tough Night At The Office 

Antti Raanta entered the contest with a .931 save 
percentage and a phenomenal postseason run to his name. 

Unfortunately tonight's contest had a different outcome for 
the Finnish netminder, who undoubtedly would like the first 
two goals against him back. 

The first tally of the night, a Tyler Motte wrist shot on the 
rush, snuck through Raanta's body and his glove hand. 
Then, 2:29 later, a Mika Zibanejad shot on the power play 
beat the netminder low as he was anticipating the forward 
dipping behind the net. 

After allowing a third goal against just 3:24 into the third 
Raanta was removed from the game in favor of Pyotr 
Kochetkov.' 

2) Wrong Side Of The Special Teams Battle 

For the fifth time this series the Canes were held to another 
unsuccessful night on the power play. On the other side of 
things, the Rangers scored on the man advantage during the 
first period for a fourth consecutive game, tonight on their 
way to 2/5 evening. 

Carolina had three chances on the man advantage over the 
course of the contest, but unfortunately moved their series 
total to 1/14. 

For New York, they now move their six-game stretch to 5/18. 

3) History On Their Side 

The Canes now return to Raleigh for a second Game 7 in 17 
days. 

Carolina is 6-0 all-time in Game 7's. 

They Said It 

Brady Skjei offering his thoughts on tonight's contest and 
turning the page from it... 

"It's frustrating we couldn't close it out. We'll try and move on 
from this pretty quickly. We have a lot of confidence at home, 
like our record shows. We're excited and we'll be ready to go 
Monday." 

Jordan Staal when asked if he felt like some players on his 
team played tonight like they knew they'd have Game 7 at 
home even if they lost... 

"No, we came here to win. We needed a better start. We 
gave them a couple goals and we took a few tough penalties. 
We still battled hard, created a lot and we had opportunities 
to score. We still gave up one too many Grade A-chances 
against our goalies. We have to do a better job of that. We're 
playing a team that can score quickly, so we have to find a 
way to keep those Grade A's down, but also stay playing our 
style." 

Rod Brind'Amour touching on Raanta's evening and moving 
on from the contest as a whole... 

"Yeah, I'm sure he'd like to have those [early goals] back. 
This time of year it's tough. You can say that he has to make 
those saves, but it's behind us now. We have to turn the 
page and the good news is that we don't have to end on that. 
We have another shot here." 

What's Next? 

The Canes fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
Game 7 will be Monday night at 8 p.m. 

Bonus Notes 

 Brady Skjei and Vincent Trocheck were the goal 
scorers for Carolina in the contest. Skjei finished the 
night with a goal and an assist. 

 Raanta's night ended officially with 10 saves on 13 
shots in 23:24 of work. 

 During the second period Brind'Amour altered two 
of his forward lines, moving to Niederreiter-
Trocheck-Necas, followed by Svechnikov-Staal-
Fast. 

 This is the first time in NHL history a team has lost 
its first six road games in a single playoffs. 
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Rangers defeat Hurricanes in Game 6, push series to limit 

By David Satriano  

NEW YORK -- Igor Shesterkin made 37 saves and had two 
assists, helping the New York Rangers avoid elimination with 
a 5-2 win against the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 6 of the 
Eastern Conference Second Round at Madison Square 
Garden on Saturday. 

Game 7 of the best-of-7 series is at Carolina on Monday. 

"Well, tonight was definitely an important game," Shesterkin 
said. "We had to win and that's what we did. On the two 
assists, honestly I think it was mostly the guys who did all the 
work. I just left them the puck and they delivered on what 
they had to do." 

Filip Chytil scored twice, and Adam Fox has two assists for 
the Rangers, the No. 2 seed in the Metropolitan Division. 

New York won its sixth straight home game, setting its record 
for most consecutive Stanley Cup Playoff wins at home in 
one season. It has won four straight overall this postseason 
when facing elimination. 

"It feels good," Chytil said. "… I tried to keep shooting every 
time there's a chance, and obviously many times in these 
playoffs even when we don't score a goal or it doesn't go to 
the net and they block it, we still get chances off these shots 
when we are first on the puck and we can keep possession." 

Brady Skjei had a goal and an assist, and Vincent Trocheck 
scored for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan. 
Antti Raanta allowed three goals on 13 shots before he was 
pulled in the second period and replaced by Pyotr Kochetkov 
(10 saves). 

The Hurricanes became the first team in NHL history to lose 
their first six road games in a postseason. Carolina is 7-0 at 
home. 

"We're going to try and scrap this game," Skjei said. "Move 
on past. We did obviously the same exact thing in the first 
round with the wins and losses at home, on the road. It's 
obviously right now a little frustrating that we couldn't close it 
out, but we'll forget about this pretty quickly and we have a 
lot of confidence at home like our record shows. We are 
excited and we'll be ready to go on Monday." 

Tyler Motte gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 7:22 of the first 
period on a wrist shot from the slot shortly after Shesterkin 
made two saves in succession. 

Mika Zibanejad scored a power-play goal for a 2-0 lead at 
9:51 with a shot from the right face-off circle on the rush. 

Chytil made it 3-0 at 3:24 of the second with a shot from the 
right circle after keeping the puck on a 2-on-1. Kochetkov 
replaced Raanta after the goal. 

"It didn't surprise me," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of 
his team's performance. "I knew we'd come out hard and 
play well. It was a competitive game. We jumped on them 
early, got a couple-goal lead, so that was key. … The three 
games in Carolina were different type of games than the 
three games in New York. Why? I don't know. We open it up, 
get more scoring chances, but we also give up more. I ask 
them to play the same way every night." 

Skjei got the Hurricanes within 3-1 at 5:05 with a shot from 
the slot through traffic. 

Chytil pushed the lead to 4-1 with his second of the game at 
6:47 on a backhand from the left circle. 

Trocheck scored on a rebound in front that went in off the 
knee of Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren to make it 4-2 
at 12:47. 

Artemi Panarin scored a 5-on-3 power-play goal at 7:43 of 
the third period for the 5-2 final. 

"They got a couple of power-play goals, we didn't," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's also the 
difference in the game. We had a good power-play start. A 
lot of good opportunities there. Again, got to find a way to get 
those in." 

Panarin said, "It was a great performance tonight. The guys 
showed big enthusiasm, great enthusiasm. They played their 
hearts out and it was just a joy to watch." 

The Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers are 6-3 in Game 7 but 6-0 
since relocating from Hartford in 1997. Carolina is 3-0 at 
home, including a 3-2 win against the Boston Bruins in the 
first round. 

"Game 7s are Game 7s," Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said. "Obviously it's a big match and we are comfortable [at 
home], but we're going to need everyone. It's not easy. From 
the goalie all the way out, everyone's going to have to show 
up and be ready to battle and obviously be sharp in our 
details and our puck battles and all that stuff." 

The Rangers are 10-6 in Game 7, including 2-5 on the road. 
They defeated the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 in overtime in the 
first round at Madison Square Garden. 

"We have to find a way to win the game and just play how 
we play at home," Chytil said. "I know they have good fans, 
they have the building over there where they're used to, but 
we have to play hard, we have to play our game and don't 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

focus on any other thing. Just focus on the game and I think 
we can win the game." 

NOTES: Shesterkin became the fifth goalie in NHL playoff 
history with two assists in a game and the first since Pekka 
Rinne, who did it for the Nashville Predators against the 
Chicago Blackhawks in Game 2 of the 2017 Western 
Conference First Round. He has three assists in the playoffs, 
the most in a postseason since Rinne had that many in 2017. 

Martin Brodeur holds the NHL record with four in the 2012 
playoffs for the New Jersey Devils. … Rangers forward 
Barclay Goodrow returned after missing 11 games with a 
lower-body injury sustained when he blocked a shot in Game 
1 in the first round. He had one shot on goal, a hit and a 
blocked shot, going 7-for-14 on face-offs in 13:16 of ice time. 
He replaced Kevin Rooney. … The Hurricanes were 0-for-3 
on the power play and are 1-for-14 in the series. 

 

Hurricanes 'turn the page' on Game 6 loss 

By Amalie Benjamin  

NEW YORK -- It was less than four minutes into the second 
period of Game 6 on Saturday, and already the Carolina 
Hurricanes needed to make a goaltending change. Antti 
Raanta had just allowed his third goal of the game, which 
would prove to be the game-winner for the New York 
Rangers in a 5-2 victory, and Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour had decided he'd seen enough. 

It was a bad night for Raanta, but it was also a bad night for 
the Hurricanes, who squandered a chance to eliminate the 
Rangers and will now face a decisive Game 7 in the Eastern 
Conference Second Round at PNC Arena on Monday (8 
p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS). 

A bad night, yes. But not unexpected. 

This is what the Hurricanes have done throughout the 
postseason, going 7-0 at PNC Arena and 0-6 on the road. 
The numbers are stark, weird, ones that reflect a tale of two 
teams. 

"It's obviously right now a little frustrating that we couldn't 
close it out," defenseman Brady Skjei said. "We'll forget 
about this pretty quickly, and we have a lot of confidence at 
home, like the record shows. We're excited and we'll be 
ready to go on Monday." 

But is there a danger in that confidence? 

"We did this last series (against the Boston Bruins)," Skjei 
said. "We come into every game with confidence. Being at 
home, obviously, has been way better for us, but if we play 
our game, we play sound defensively and limit their chances, 
stay out of the penalty box, I like our chances." 

Especially with Raanta in net. 

With Frederik Andersen still not ready because of a lower-
body injury, and with Raanta's recent performances at home, 
Brind'Amour didn't have to think long when asked about his 
starter for Game 7. 

"[Raanta] will be starting," he said. 

It makes sense. 

At PNC Arena this postseason, Raanta has a 0.97 goals-
against average, .965 save percentage and one shutout. In 
Game 7 of the first round against the Bruins, he made 27 
saves in a 3-2 win. 

"I'm not worried about 'Raants,'" captain Jordan Staal said. 
"He'll be ready to go." 

No one denied, though, that Raanta struggled in Game 6. 

He allowed three goals on 13 shots in 23:24 before being 
replaced by rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, who allowed two goals 
on 12 shots. Two of the three were ones Raanta would 
probably like to have back, especially Mika Zibanejad's 
power-play goal at 9:51 of the first period, which went five-
hole to push the lead to 2-0. Tyler Motte's opening goal at 
7:22 wasn't much better, sneaking under Raanta's left arm 
from the high slot. 

"I'm sure he'd like to have those back," Brind'Amour said. 
"This time of year, it's tough. I guess he'd say he should 
make those saves, maybe, but it's behind us now. Turn the 
page. The good news is, we don't have to end on that. We 
got another shot here." 

And that's the ultimate takeaway. 

The Hurricanes were not good in Game 6. They did not close 
out the series. They fell behind 2-0 less than 10 minutes into 
the first period and were not able to recover. They took too 
many penalties, including a rare stick infraction on Jaccob 
Slavin that resulted in a double-minor for high-sticking, and 
couldn't convert on the power play (0-for-3). 

However, like Skjei said, they've been in this situation before, 
and they know they can win at home. 

Now, they just have to go out and do it. Again. 

"We're going to try to scrap this game, move on past," Skjei 
said. "We did, honestly, the same exact thing in the first 
round with the wins and losses at home and on the road." 

This, though, is a new team and a new opponent, a more 
difficult challenge, and, as they certainly know, anything can 
happen in a Game 7. 

"Game 7s are Game 7s," Staal said. "Obviously, it's a big 
match and we are comfortable [at home], but we're going to 
need everyone. It's not easy. From the goalie all the way out, 
everyone's going to have to show up and be ready to battle 
and obviously be sharp in our details and our puck battles 
and all that stuff. 

"We're going to need everyone to win that Game 7 for sure." 
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Hurricanes, Rangers to play Game 7 for trip to Eastern Conference Final 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers will play 
Game 7 of the Eastern Conference Second Round at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Monday (8 p.m. ET; 
ESPN, SN, TVAS). 

The winner will advance to the Eastern Conference Final and 
play the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning, who swept the Florida Panthers to win their 
best-of-7 second-round series. 

The home team has won every game in the series, including 
New York's 5-2 victory in Game 6 at Madison Square 
Garden on Saturday. 

"It's obviously right now a little frustrating that we couldn't 
close it out, but we'll forget about this pretty quickly and we 
have a lot of confidence at home like our record shows (7-
0)," Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei said. 

"We did this last series like I said. We come into every game 
with confidence, and being at home obviously has been way 
better for us, but if we play our game and we play sound 
defensively and limit their chances, stay out of the penalty 
box, I like our chances." 

The Hurricanes (54-20-8) or Rangers (52-24-6) will have 
home-ice advantage in the conference final because each 
had a better record than the Lightning (51-23-8) in the 
regular season. 

The Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers are 6-3 in Game 7 but 6-0 
since relocating from Hartford in 1997. Carolina is 3-0 at 
home, including a 3-2 win against the Boston Bruins in the 
first round. 

Derek Stepan is 6-1 in seven Game 7s in his NHL career, all 
for the Rangers. Ian Cole (4-3) also has played seven, and 
Jordan Staal (4-2) has played six, scoring three goals. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour is 2-0. 

Antti Raanta made 27 saves against the Bruins in the first 
round this season, his lone Game 7. Frederik Andersen 
(injured) is 0-4 with a 4.16 goals-against average and .856 
save percentage in four Game 7s for the Anaheim Ducks 
and Toronto Maple Leafs. 

"Game 7s are Game 7s," Staal said. "Obviously, it's a big 
match and we are comfortable [at home], but we're going to 
need everyone. It's not easy. From the goalie all the way out, 
everyone's going to have to show up and be ready to battle 
and obviously be sharp in our details and our puck battles 
and all that stuff. We're going to need everyone to win that 
Game 7, for sure." 

The Rangers are 10-6 in Game 7, including 2-5 on the road. 
They defeated the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 in overtime in the 
first round at Madison Square Garden. 

Forward Chris Kreider has played in seven Game 7s, all with 
the Rangers (6-1), with two points (one goal, one assist). 
Justin Braun also has played in seven (4-3), and Ryan 
Reaves (3-1) has played in four. 

Igor Shesterkin made 39 saves in the win against the 
Penguins in the first round, his only Game 7. 

Coach Gerard Gallant is 1-1. 

"We have to play how we play at home," Rangers forward 
Filip Chytil said. "I don't know what the difference is for us to 
play on the road. In the first series, we found a way to win in 
Pittsburgh. It's a Game 7 now. We have to find a way to win 
the game and just play how we play at home. I know they 
have good fans, they have the building over there where 
they're used to, but we have to play hard, we have to play 
our game and don't focus on any other thing. Just focus on 
the game and I think we can win the game." 

Carolina last advanced to the conference final in 2019, losing 
to Boston in four games. New York last reached that round in 
2015, losing to Tampa Bay in seven games. 
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By Amalie Benjamin  

(1M) Hurricanes at (2M) Rangers 

8 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS 

Hurricanes lead best-of-7 series 3-2 

The Carolina Hurricanes will try to eliminate the New York 
Rangers and advance to the Eastern Conference Final when 
they play Game 6 of the second round at Madison Square 
Garden on Saturday.  

To do that in Game 6, the Hurricanes will have to win on the 
road, something they have yet to do in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. Carolina is 0-5 away from home. 

"We're going to give it our best," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said Friday. "We're going to try to win. Like we 
do every night. So nothing really changes. We don't want to 
come back (home) and have another game, but we're going 
to do everything we can to win tomorrow night." 

If the Hurricanes win, they would advance to face the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the conference final, their first trip to that 
round since 2019, when they lost to the Boston Bruins in four 
games.  

But the Rangers have won the two games at MSG in the 
series by a combined 7-2 score and are confident they can 
take the series back to PNC Arena for a Game 7 on 
Monday.  

"Home-ice advantage is big," Rangers forward Alexis 
Lafreniere said Friday. "We're a really good team in our 
building. They're a real good team in their building. You've 
got to win some road games if you want to win and we 
weren't able to last night and it was a tough loss (3-1 in 
Game 5). We wanted to win that one for sure, but we have to 
defend home ice tomorrow and I think we're able to." 

The Hurricanes are 9-0 all-time when leading 3-2 in a best-
of-7 series, including 8-0 when starting at home. 

Here are 3 keys to Game 6: 

1. REST UP, RANGERS 

After the Rangers put together a less-than-stellar showing in 
Game 5, looking slow at times and not playing the game that 
has gotten them to this point, coach Gerard Gallant said his 
team looked tired. 

"I thought tonight in this series they took advantage of a 
team that wasn't ready to compete as hard as we should 
have," Gallant said after Game 5 on Thursday. "It's not that 
the guys didn't want to compete, it's we looked tired for 
whatever reason." 

They shouldn't. They're playing in a winnable series with a 
chance to advance to the conference final. The Hurricanes, 

who, like the Rangers, needed seven games to win their first-
round series, have gotten exactly the same amount of rest - 
and they played hard, with pressure, limiting shots and 
chances and clogging up the neutral zone in Game 5.  

The Rangers - who did not practice Friday - will be playing 
their 13th game in 26 days.  

2. MORE FROM THE MEAT OF THE LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck, two of the 
Hurricanes top five scorers in the regular season, each got 
his first point of the series in Game 5. 

In the regular season, Svechnikov was the team's second-
leading scorer, with 69 points (30 goals, 39 assists). 
Trocheck was tied for fourth, with 51 points (21 goals, 30 
assists).  

Teuvo Teravainen has 11 points (four goals, seven assists) 
in 12 games in the playoffs. But the Hurricanes need more 
from the rest of their big-time scorers to move on.  

"We hope," Brind'Amour said, of whether Svechnikov's goal 
in Game 5 would jumpstart his game. "Obviously we need 
him to score if we're going to win games, at this time of year 
especially. That's a huge goal at the right time. I don't know 
that he was playing lights-out up to that point. But that kind of 
player has that ability to, out of nowhere, make something 
happen and that's what happened there." 

3. BEING SPECIAL ON SPECIAL TEAMS 

Part of the Hurricanes trouble on the road in the playoffs has 
been their play on special teams. In five games -- all losses -
- the Hurricanes have been outscored 8-1, including 2-0 by 
the Rangers in Games 3 and 4 at Madison Square Garden. 

Carolina's special teams were much improved - as has 
tended to be the case at home - in Game 5 in Raleigh, with 
the Hurricanes scoring on the penalty kill and on the power 
play. But that needs to transfer to their play on the road, if 
the team hopes to avoid a Game 7.  

"I think discipline's going to be big, again," forward Seth 
Jarvis said.  

Not going on the penalty kill would help, but so would 
converting on the chances that they get on the power play, 
as they finally did in Game 6. Teravainen's power-play goal 
was the Hurricanes' first of the series on the man advantage 
after the team had gone 0-for-9 in the first four games. 

STATUS REPORT 

The Rangers did not practice Friday and did not hold a 
morning skate Saturday. … The Hurricanes will use the 
same lineup from Game 5. 
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Shesterkin, Chytil help Rangers top Hurricanes, force Game 7 

By Vin A. Cherwoo 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New York Rangers got off to a 
strong start and didn’t need a comeback to win another 
elimination game. 

One more like this — but on the road — and they’ll be 
heading to the Eastern Conference finals.  

Igor Shesterkin stopped 37 shots and became the fifth goalie 
in NHL history to have two assists in a playoff game, and the 
Rangers beat the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 on Saturday night 
to force a deciding Game 7 in their second-round series. 

“He made some real key saves for us,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “Obviously the two assists are huge, but 
I think he was trying to get three there in the third when he 
passed it up the middle. He’s outstanding. He’s been like that 
all year for us.” 

Tyler Motte and Mika Zibanejad scored in the first period, 
Filip Chytil had two goals in the second, and Artemi Panarin 
tallied in the third period to help New York win its fourth 
straight elimination game, including Games 5, 6, and 7 in the 
first round against Pittsburgh. They had to rally from a deficit 
in each of those games. 

The Rangers also set a franchise record with their sixth 
straight home win since a three-OT defeat to the Penguins in 
Game 1 of that series. 

“Didn’t surprise me,” Gallant said. “I knew we’d come out 
hard and play well. ... We jumped on them early, got a 
couple of goals and that was key.” 

Game 7 is back in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Monday night. 
The winner will open the Eastern Conference finals at home 
against Tampa Bay on Wednesday night. 

Shesterkin had assists on Zibanejad’s first-period goal and 
Chytil’s second of the second period to give him three assists 
in 13 postseason games. 

“Tonight was definitely an important game,” Shesterkin said 
through a translator. “We had to win and that’s exactly what 
we did. About the two assists, honestly, I think it was mostly 
the guys that did all the work. I just got them the puck and 
they delivered.” 

Brady Skjei had a goal and an assist, and Vincent Trochek 
also scored for the Hurricanes. Carolina fell to 0-6 on the 
road this postseason, becoming the first team in NHL history 
to lose its first six road games in a postseason.  

Antti Raanta was pulled after giving up three goals on 13 
shots. Pyotr Kochetkov came on and finished with 10 saves. 

There’s one positive for the Hurricanes — and perhaps a bad 
omen for the Rangers — with Game 7 in Carolina: They’re 7-
0 at home in these playoffs.  

“We came out pretty raw again,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We got behind again and that’s where it 
got tough. ... It’s behind us now, we turn the page. The good 
news is we don’t have to end on that. We have another shot 
here.” 

The Rangers’ win in Game 6 against the Penguins is their 
only road victory of the postseason, and they’ve been 
outscored in the three losses at Carolina in this series by a 7-
2 margin. That’s a stark contrast to their 12-4 advantage in 
the three wins at home. 

“We have to play how we play at home,” Chytil said. “We 
found a way to win in Pittsburgh. So, it’s a Game 7 now, so 
we have to find a way to win the game. ... We have to play 
hard, we have to play our game and don’t focus on any other 
thing. Just focus on the game and I think we can win the 
game.” 

Leading 4-2, the Rangers had a 5-on-3 power play for nearly 
a minute early in the third period. Panarin made it 5-2 as he 
scored from between the circles at 7:43. It was his fourth of 
the postseason and first since the series winner in overtime 
of Game 7 of the first round against Pittsburgh. 

The Rangers led 2-0 after 20 minutes and added to it early in 
the second period. Chytil got the puck from Fox, skated up 
the right side and beat Raanta from the right circle. It ended 
Raanta’s night as he was replaced by Kochetkov. 

Skjei fired a shot past Shesterkin for his fifth career playoff 
goal and first this year to get the Hurricanes on the 
scoreboard at 5:05. It came on Carolina’s 18th shot. 

Chytil got his second of the night and fourth of the 
postseason on a backhander past Kochetkov through traffic 
from the left circle at 6:47 to restore the Rangers’ three-goal 
lead. 

Trochek scored on a rebound in front with 7:13 left in the 
middle period to pull Carolina to 4-2. 

Shesterkin denied Sebastian Aho on a breakaway 7:05 into 
the game, and then stopped follow shots by Teuvo 
Teravainen and Aho seconds later to keep the Hurricanes off 
the scoreboard. 

At the other end, Motte gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead as he 
brought the puck up the ice, skated in and beat Raanta from 
the left circle at 7:22 for his second of the playoffs — and this 
series. 

Zibanejad extended the Rangers’ lead to 2-0 just shy of the 
midpoint of the period. He got a pass from Adam Fox, 
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brought the puck across the blue line, deked one defender 
out of the way, skated in and fired a shot from the right circle 
through Raanta’s five-hole at 9:51 for his seventh of the 
postseason.  

It gave the Rangers a power-play goal for the fourth straight 
game, accomplishing the feat in the playoffs for the first time 
since 2008. 

LINEUPS 

F Barclay Goodrow returned to the Rangers lineup for the 
first time since Game 1 of the first round series against 
Pittsburgh. He was out with a lower body injury. Kevin 
Rooney was scratched to make room for Goodrow on the 
fourth line. 

 

Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes have 'one of those nights,' as New York Rangers cruise, 
force Game 7 

By Greg Wyshynski  

NEW YORK -- The New York Rangers defeated the 
Hurricanes 5-2 in Game 6 on Saturday night, extending 
Carolina's playoff road losing streak to six games. 

But Game 7 is back in Raleigh on Monday night, where the 
Hurricanes have won all seven games this postseason -- and 
where they eliminated the Boston Bruins in a seventh game 
in the first round. 

"Being at home has obviously been way better for us," 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. "We're going to try to scrap 
this game. We obviously did the same exact thing in the first 
round, with the wins and losses at home and on the road." 

Carolina is 0-6 on the road with a minus-16 goal differential, 
a 1.67 goals-for average and a 4.33 goals-against average. 
The Hurricanes are 7-0 at home with a plus-17 goal 
differential, a 3.57 goals-for average and a 1.14 goals-
against average. 

That dichotomy extends to goalie Antti Raanta in Game 6, 
who was pulled from just 3:24 into the second period after 
giving up three goals on 13 shots. In five road losses, Raanta 
has an .872 save percentage and a 3.96 goals-against 
average. In seven home wins, Raanta has a .965 save 
percentage and a 0.97 goals-against average. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour confirmed that Raanta would start 
Game 7 for the Hurricanes and is confident that his goalie 
will move on from the Game 6 flop. 

"If you're going to go down in a game, these are the easy 
ones to just let go. Once we got behind, we never really got 
going again. There's a lot of guys that didn't play very well," 
he said. "It's a lot easier to shake off a game like that than a 
game that you're right in and something bad happens." 

The Rangers took a 1-0 lead on a thrilling sequence at both 
ends of the ice. Goalie Igor Shesterkin (37 saves) made a 
save on a Sebastian Aho breakaway and then another on a 
Teuvo Teravainen follow-up shot. Forward Tyler Motte 
rushed the other way and sent an unscreened shot from 
between the tops of the circles that squirted through Raanta 
for an unassisted goal and the lead at 12:38. 

"It wasn't a bad start. Then they come down and get that 
one," Brind'Amour said. 

New York extended the lead to 2-0 with another playoff 
power-play goal. With defenseman Brendan Smith in the box 
for a high-stick on Alexis Lafreniere, center Mika Zibanejad 
scored his seventh of the playoffs on a low shot that Raanta 
could have had. Shesterkin made 15 saves in the first period. 

"It didn't surprise me. I knew we would come out hard and 
play well," New York coach Gerard Gallant said. 

Raanta was pulled 3:24 into the second period after the 
Rangers made it 3-0. Center Filip Chytil, who missed on a 2-
on-1 chance moments earlier, scored his third of the playoffs 
on Adam Fox's second assist of the game. Kochetkov 
entered the game, his first action since Game 3 against the 
Boston Bruins on May 6. Skjei briefly made it interesting with 
a goal at 5:05 of the second period past a screened 
Shesterkin. But it was Chytil again on a long-range 
backhander that beat Kochetkov at 6:47 to re-establish the 
three-goal lead. 

The Hurricanes cut the lead again at 12:47 on a Vincent 
Trocheck goal, his fifth of the playoffs. They finished the 
period with momentum, but with a two-goal deficit. 

The third period was exactly what the Hurricanes didn't want, 
with the majority of it played on special teams. Defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin took a rare penalty -- four minutes for a high-
stick on Rangers forward Chris Kreider -- just 3:55 into the 
third. Just over a minute later, Rangers forward Artemi 
Panarin's hooking penalty made it 4-on-4, but that was 
erased on an Ian Cole interference penalty 1:05 later. 
Panarin scored his fourth of the playoffs to make it a 5-2 
game. "Tonight was one of those nights where nothing was 
going our way. Let's just leave it at that," Brind'Amour said. 

Both teams know that the script has flipped when the action 
has moved from Madison Square Garden to Raleigh. 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said that wasn't in the back 
of his teammates' minds during the Game 6 loss. 

"No, we came here to win," he said. But they didn't win, 
which means it's now down to a one-game series. 

"We have to play how we play at home," Chytil said. "We 
found a way to win in Pittsburgh (on the road). It's a Game 7 
now. We have to find a way to win the game. I know they 
have the fans and they have the building that they're getting 
used to. We have to play hard and play our game. Just don't 
focus on any other thing. I think we can win the game.
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Rangers take advantage of Hurricanes' road struggles to set up pivotal Game 7 

By Rory Boylen  

The Carolina Hurricanes aren't going to have to win a road 
game to get to the Stanley Cup Final, but they sure aren't 
doing themselves any favours by making the path there as 
long and winding as it can be.  

In dropping Game 6 to New York 5-2 at Madison Square 
Garden, the Hurricanes are now 0-for-6 in away games 
these playoffs, becoming the first team in post-season 
history to start so poorly in road matches.  

Their home/road splits are eye-popping. While the 
Metropolitan Division champs average 3.57 goals for and 
1.14 goals against at home, they are an entirely different 
version of themselves away from PNC Arena. In Boston and 
New York these playoffs, the Canes have averaged just 1.67 
goals for and a sky-high 4.33 goals against.  

The Hurricanes in Carolina, the Rather Blustery Days 
everywhere else. It's one of the most confusing conundrums 
of these playoffs for a team that was tied for the most road 
wins in the regular season. 

With a chance to close out the Rangers and have three days 
to rest and prepare for a Wednesday opener in Round 3 
against Tampa Bay, the Hurricanes started well enough. 
They outshot the Rangers 8-2 early in the first period, had 
momentum on their side, and a glorious opportunity to open 
the scoring when Sebastian Aho sprinted to a breakaway. 

But playoff momentum can be a precarious thing and one 
important play often swings it in wild directions. Enter New 
York's most important game breaker Igor Shesterkin, whose 
save in that moment may have been one of the most 
important plays of the game.  

Less than 20 seconds after this save, Tyler Motte opened the 
scoring on a long-range squeaker against Antti Raanta. A 
couple of minutes after that, Mika Zibanejad scored a power-
play marker on a beautiful individual effort that extended his 
goals streak to four games, but again, it was a shot Raanta 
should have had, and the sort of softy Shesterkin wasn't 
surrendering at the other end. It was a sign of things to come 
and the main narrative of Game 6 -- the stark difference in 
goaltending was the reason why this is heading back to 
Carolina for the only Game 7 of Round 2.  

"That's him," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of his 
goalie. "He plays his best hockey when we give up a couple 
of breakaways in the first period and he's done it all year 
long. Makes me a little nervous, but he gets into the game 
and he focuses and he makes those key saves for us. It's not 
a surprise for us, but fortunately for us he makes those saves 
at key times and that gave us a 2-0 lead and a lot of 
confidence after the first period." 

While Raanta was pulled for rookie Pyotr Kochetkov after the 
Rangers made it 3-0 early in the second period, Shesterkin 
was all over the place in Game 6, his stop on Aho just the tip 
of the iceberg to his offerings. When the Canes pushed back, 

Shesterkin made big save after big save, ending the night 
with 37 stops. He became the fifth goalie in Stanley Cup 
Playoffs history to record two assists in a game and he even 
logged an interference penalty that stopped play when the 
Rangers were hemmed in their end with exhausted players 
stuck on the ice.  

What more could you want from your starting netminder? 

"It's always great to have a goalie whose next step is only to 
just start scoring goals," Panarin joked through a translator.  

Shesterkin, however, wasn't the first star in this game, an 
honour that went to 22-year-old Filip Chytil. The 21st overall 
pick from 2017 who has had a few years of slow, sometimes 
frustrating, development in New York was reunited on the kid 
line with Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko and though they 
were outchanced by their competition in the highest-quality 
scoring areas of the ice, the trio outscored their opponents 
by a couple and Chytil notched the two back breakers. 

His first marker chased Raanta to make the game 3-0 and 
seemingly out of reach for Carolina. But the Canes pushed 
back, made it 3-1, and in a playoff year where insane 
comebacks have been almost expected, Carolina had 
another chance here to claw back in. But less than two 
minutes after the Hurricanes' first goal that could have pulled 
back some of that momentum, Chytil scored another off a 
beautiful play in which he outmuscled Brendan Smith in the 
corner for the puck, and then roofed an absolutely beautiful 
backhander over Kochetkov. 

Artemi Panarin was a factor as well, scoring his first goal 
since the Round 1 series clincher against Pittsburgh and 
finishing with one of his more sustained, well-rounded efforts 
of Round 2. Zibanejad moved into a tie for third in playoff 
scoring across the league, and all of the support players up 
front showed out for New York -- with Motte scoring the 
opener, Andrew Copp contributing five shots, Ryan Reaves 
throwing his weight around in limited minutes and Frank 
Vatrano with the best Corsi numbers on the team.  

For most of the night, the Hurricanes were noticeably not 
themselves, out of sync, breaking down defensively at times, 
and continuing to struggle on the penalty kill. Their top-
ranked regular season PK (88 per cent) is a middling 76.6 
per cent in the playoffs. And like everything else, most of that 
has to do with Carolina's softer play on the road -- they have 
killed off nearly 90 per cent of their post-season penalties at 
home, but are under 68 per cent on the road. 

"It's frustrating we couldn't close it out," said Canes 
defenceman Brady Skjei. "We'll try and move on from this 
pretty quickly. We have a lot of confidence at home, like our 
record shows. We're excited and we'll be ready to go 
Monday." 

Given how well the Hurricanes have performed on home ice 
in these playoffs, this latest road loss is not likely indicative of 
anything that could be ahead in Game 7. 
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The series now goes back to Carolina, where you think the 
pattern of things will favour the Hurricanes, who are 
unbeaten on home ice in these playoffs. The Rangers, 
however, have now won four straight elimination games after 
trailing the Penguins 3-1 in Round 1 and coming all the way 
back to take them down. New York's top players are shining, 
their depth players contributing, and their ace in net has a 
.949 save percentage this series.  

"That should be a battle," Gallant said. 

Whoever emerges victorious on Monday night will have a 
single off day before facing the back-to-back champs in 

Game 1 of the East Final on Wednesday, where the 
Lightning will be waiting with the benefit of nine days of rest.  

If the Rangers win, we'll move on to a series that will pit two 
of the best playoff goalies against one another with 
Shesterkin facing down Vasilevskiy, countering the highly 
anticipated Nathan MacKinnon-Connor McDavid showdown 
on the other side of the bracket. If the Canes pull it out, it will 
be their first appearance in Round 3 since they were swept 
by Boston in 2019, and as Frederik Andersen practised this 
week, perhaps they could look forward to their starting 
goalie's return.  
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Rangers force Game 7 as Hurricanes lose on the road again 

By James O'Brien  

That home/road Hurricanes pattern continued, and from the 
way the Rangers controlled Game 6, Carolina has to hope it 
continues until the 2022 Eastern Conference Final. The 
Rangers once again responded to being on the brink of 
elimination, beating the Hurricanes 5-2 to force a Game 7 
(Monday, 8 p.m. ET). 

That home/road pattern opened up a new, specific 
Hurricanes record. Via ESPN, the Hurricanes became the 
first NHL team in playoff history to trail by multiple goals in 
their first six road postseason games. 

ESPN noted strong Game 7 work from both the Hurricanes 
and Rangers: 

 Carolina’s won six such contests in a row. 

 The Rangers are 7-1 in their last eight Game 7 
contests. 

Speaking of history, the Hurricanes hope they can keep at 
least one other pattern going. They’ve never lost a series 
(nine series wins) once they’ve managed a 3-2 lead. The 
(perhaps-too?) rested Lightning will await the winner of a 
Game 7 after sweeping their series. 

Rangers get to Hurricanes, Raanta early in Game 6 

It’s been rare for Antti Raanta to look shaky during the 
Hurricanes – Rangers series, but he fought through a tough 
start to Game 6. Ultimately, he wouldn’t get a chance to try to 
generate a strong finish. 

After Igor Shesterkin stopped Sebastian Aho’s breakaway 
attempt, Raanta gave up a soft goal to Tyler Motte: 

After being held without a point through the first two games 
of the Hurricanes – Rangers series, Mika Zibanejad stayed 
hot in Game 6. You might argue Raanta should’ve stopped 
this one. Yet, Zibanejad is a deceptive shooter, and really 
seems to become deadlier on the power play. 

Zibanejad beat Raanta to extend his goal streak to four 
games. Three of those four tallies happened on the power 
play. 

In the last 40 years, three Rangers generated playoff goal 
streaks of at least four games: Zibanejad, Brendan 
Shanahan (2007) and Alexei Kovalev (1994). 

Overall, Zibanejad’s been heating up in the playoffs. In 
Games 6 and 7 against the Penguins, Zibanejad was prolific, 
scoring three goals and seven points in elimination 
situations. 

With Chris Kreider cooling off a bit after easily the best 
regular season of his career, Zibanejad’s production has 
been pivotal. Especially in keeping that Rangers’ power play 
humming. 

Impressive second period from Rangers’ Chytil 

Overall, it was more of the same in the second period of 
Game 6. 

After a well-placed Filip Chytil goal, the Rangers went up 3-0, 
and the Hurricanes gave Antti Raanta the hook. Former 
Rangers defenseman Brady Skjei gave the Hurricanes some 
hope by roofing a 3-1 goal, yet that hope was short-lived. 

A different goalie in net only did so much for the Canes. 
Chytil scored his second goal of Game 6 against Pyotr 
Kochetkov. As you can see, it was one heck of a 
backhander: 

Wow. 

The Shesterkin difference? 

Toward the end of the second period, the Hurricanes gained 
one more rush of hope. First, Vincent Trocheck scored to 
reduce New York’s lead to 4-2. 

Then, Carolina gained potentially game-changing power-play 
opportunities. In an especially interesting sequence, the 
Hurricanes had the Rangers hemmed in their zone for a long 
time, only for Igor Shesterkin to bring down Seth Jarvis on an 
interference penalty. 

Some wondered if Shesterkin lost his cool. I lean toward the 
opposite. Maybe Shesterkin noticed how dangerous the 
situation was looking, and made an executive decision. 

(Personally, I couldn’t help but think of it as a decision akin to 
a goalie knocking down his own net, a choice often made on 
a would-be breakaway.) 

During a Game 6 when Hurricanes goalies were struggling a 
bit, this was a night where you get an idea about the 
Shesterkin difference. He made some wonderful saves to rob 
Carolina of chances to make this one tougher. Shesterkin 
took that (in my opinion, smart) penalty, and also collected 
two assists in Game 6. 

Rangers’ power play makes a difference where Hurricanes 
has been quiet 

In the third, the Canes made some pushes here and there. It 
really seemed elementary once Artemi Panarin scored a 
power-play goal, though. 
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Speaking of power plays, it’s fair to note that the special 
teams battle has been closer than it sometimes first appears 
in this series. 

Yes, the Rangers scored three power-play goals heading 
into Game 6, while the Hurricanes managed just one. 
Carolina scored twice shorthanded, however, while New 
York hasn’t found the net that way in this series. So the two 
teams were actually dead even … until Game 6. 

Those Zibanejad and Panarin goals really bought the 
Rangers breathing room when they needed it. The 
Hurricanes boast the talent to flip that power play narrative, 
yet the way things are looking, it feels like the Rangers would 
hold the advantage if Game 7 is decided by the PP. 

An overview of the Rangers – Hurricanes series as it 
reaches Game 7 

 In Game 1, Ian Cole lifted Carolina in overtime. 
[Score: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1 (OT)] 

 The Hurricanes’ defense really showed in Game 2, 
as the Rangers couldn’t manage a goal. [Score: 
Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0] 

 Did you hear that the Hurricanes keep winning at 
home, but losing on the road? Those away troubles 
continued in Game 3. Gerard Gallant ended up 
unhappy with some late-game antics. [Score: 
Rangers 3, Hurricanes 1] 

 Part of the story was the Rangers tying the series 2-
2. Another big Jacob Trouba hit was also part of the 
focus of Game 4. [Score: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1] 

 A lot of patterns continued in Game 5, including the 
Hurricanes winning at home. They did, however, 
finally connect on the power play, and found the net 
for a power-play goal. [Score: Hurricanes 3, 
Rangers 1] 

 Then, we had this Game 6. Once again, the 
Rangers handily won at Madison Square Garden.

Canes’ road woes continue in game 6 loss  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Carolina Hurricanes continued their great Jekyll and 
Hyde routine of the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs Saturday, 
falling 5-2 to the Rangers in game 6 at Madison Square 
Garden, sending the series back to Raleigh for a game 7 
Monday. 

With the loss, the Canes are now 7-0 at home and 0-6 on the 
road in these playoffs.  

Stop me if you’ve heard this before, but the Canes played 
fairly well but had a large number of self inflicted wounds in 
this one. Antti Raanta allowed two goals he should have 
stopped en route to the Rangers building a 3-0 lead, leading 
Rod Brind’Amour to make what’s been a rare move on his 
part and go to Pyotr Kochetkov (who also allowed a very 
leaky goal).  

You should definitely stop me because you’ve definitely 
heard this one before, but special teams also played a large 
role in this one, with the Rangers notching a pair of power-
play goals and the Canes going 0 for 3 with the man 
advantage.  

Brady Skjei led Carolina with a goal and an assist, and 
Vincent Trocheck scored his second goal in as many games.  

The Canes got off to an unfortunate start in this one. Directly 
after Igor Shesterkin stopped a clear-cut breakaway chance 
from Sebastian Aho, Tyler Motte leaked a shot through 
Raanta at the other end that Carolina’s goalie needed to 
have to make it a 1-0 game.  

The familiar road woes continued a couple minutes later, as, 
with the Rangers up a man due to a Brendan Smith high-
sticking penalty, Mika Zibanjead worked his way to the 
outside and beat Raanta with a low shot, another one the 
Finnish netminder probably wants back.  

Early in the second period, the Canes gave up multiple odd-
man rushes, with Filip Chytil eventually beating Raanta to 
make it a 3-0 game. This prompted Brind’Amour to make 
what’s been a rare move and pull Raanta for Pyotr 
Kochetkov.  

Shortly after making the switch, Skjei put the Canes on the 
board with his first playoff goal as a Hurricane, striking 
against his former team with a shot through traffic.  

Shortly after that, however, Chytil leaked a backhander 
through Kochetkov to put New York back up by three.  

The Canes, however, kept hanging around, as Trocheck 
beat Shesterkin on his backhand for his second goal in as 
many games to bring Carolina back within two with about 
seven minutes left in the second frame.  

The Hurricanes got two chances to make it a one-goal game 
late in the period on the power play, but could not convert.  

With the Rangers on a 5 on 3 with Ian Cole and Jaccob 
Slavin both in the box with about 12 minutes left, Artemi 
Panarin gave the Rangers some insurance, and, effectively, 
scored the dagger goal to make it 5-2.  

The Canes and Rangers will square off in game 7 Monday at 
PNC Arena, with the winner advancing to the Eastern 
Conference Finals and a date with the Tampa Bay Lightning.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Staal after game 6 loss 

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes once again went on the road and 
lost a playoff game, falling 5-2 to the New York Rangers 
Saturday night in Madison Square Garden as the Rangers 
forced game seven.  

The Canes are now 0-6 on the road in these playoffs and will 
be playing in game seven for the second series in a row, as 
Saturday night’s showing on the road left much to be 
desired.  

Antti Raanta struggled mightily and was pulled for Pyotr 
Kochetkov. The Canes couldn’t score on the power play and 
let the Rangers tally twice on the man advantage, as second-
period goals from Brady Skjei and Vincent Trocheck did little 
more than give the Hurricanes some false hope in the middle 
frame.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the start to the game: It wasn’t a bad start. Our first few 
shifts, I think Aho has the breakaway, and then they come 
down and get that one. The bad start is that we started from 
behind. We came out pretty well again. You’ve got to get 
(Igor Shesterkin) credit, he made a couple good saves to 
keep them in, and then they got going. We got behind again 
and that’s where it got tough. 

On Antti Raanta’s performance: I’m sure he’d like to have 
those back. It’s tough. You’ve got to make those saves, but 
it’s behind us now. We turn the page and the good news is 
we don’t have to end on that. We’ve got another shot here.  

On if Raanta will start game 7: Give me a day to figure it out, 
but yes, he’ll be starting.  

On Raanta shaking off this performance: If you’re going to go 
down, these are the easy ones to just let it go. Once we got 
behind, we never really got going again, and there’s a lot of 
guys that didn’t play very well. So it’s a lot easier to shake off 
a game like that than a game where you’re right in it and 
something happens. 

On the power play: They got a couple power-play goals and 
we didn’t. That’s also the difference in the game. We had a 
good power play to start. There were a lot of good 
opportunities. We’ve got to find a way to get those in. Getting 
behind isn’t great, and getting behind by two is not the best 
situation. You start to open up a little bit. It wasn’t like we 
gave up a ton of chances tonight, but when we did they were 
too high quality.  

On the animosity in the series: I don’t really see it being any 
different than any other playoff series. It’s maybe even less. 
It’s just the nature of things. You’re going to have a little bit of 
that. But I don’t see it being any different than anything else.  

On Jaccob Slavin’s high-sticking penalty: We had a couple of 
those. They’re accidental, but it is what it is. He was pretty 
adamant. I’ve never seen him that adamant. He obviously 
wasn’t trying to high stick anybody, we know that. He’s going 

for the puck. Tonight was one of those nights nothing was 
going our way.  

Brady Skjei 

On regrouping mentally and on rallying Raanta after this 
game: We’re going to try to scrap this game and move on 
past it. We obviously did the same exact thing in the first 
round with the wins at home and losses on the road. Our 
goalies, Raanta has been solid all playoffs long. We did give 
up those shots. There were some grade-A chances that he 
made some big saves on. We’ve got to be a little better as a 
team defensively and limit those grade-A chances. He’s 
been a rock for us. He’s been a huge part of us being where 
we are at right now. We’ve got a ton of confidence in him.  

On going back home with confidence there: Yeah, obviously 
right now we’re frustrated that we couldn’t close it out. But 
we’ll forget about this pretty quickly. We’ve got a lot of 
confidence at home, like our record shows. So, we’re 
excited. We’ll be ready to go on Monday.  

On if there is some danger to being overconfident at home: 
100 percent. We did this last series, like I said. We come into 
every game with confidence. Being at home has been way 
better for us. If we play our game and stop defensively and 
limit their chances and stay out of the penalty box, I like our 
chances.  

On New York getting one right back after the Canes got a 
goal to make it 3-1: Obviously after getting one it hurts to 
give one back right away. But this team all year long, even if 
we’re down by a couple goals there’s not much panic on the 
bench. We’re confident that if we create enough chances by 
getting pucks to the net and get to the net for rebounds that 
we can get back into any game. Obviously that hurts. The 
next couple shifts after a goal you want to be solid. It just 
didn’t happen.  

Jordan Staal 

On the road struggles: It’s obviously frustrating. Obviously 
you want to come here and win some games. It’s been our 
starts, for sure. We’ve had some slow starts, and they’ve 
capitalized quickly on us. In this league it’s tough to come 
back when you’re trailing. Obviously we started handing 
them a couple of penalties. We dug ourselves that hole. We 
had some more in the third, and that was it.  

On if there is anything they need to do to rally Raanta ahead 
of game seven: No, we’re not worried about Raanta. He’ll be 
ready to go.  

On how they balance their physicality with not taking 
penalties: I don’t think the penalties we took were physical 
ones. There were a couple high sticks and some missed 
plays and errors that you just don’t need. We’ve got to 
continue to play physical and play our style and use our 
forecheck to our advantage. We’re going to do that back 
home.  

On their confidence heading back home: Game sevens are 
game sevens. Obviously it’s a big match. We are 
comfortable there, but we’re going to need everyone. It’s not 
easy. From the goalie all the way up, everyone is going to 
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have to show up and be ready to battle. We need to be sharp 
in our details and puck battles and stuff. We’re going to need 
everyone to win that game seven, for sure.  

On if he felt like the team had a sense of knowing they had a 
game seven at home to fall back on: No. We came here to 
win. Like I said, we needed a better start obviously. We can’t 
give teams a couple goals and couple penalties. I thought we 

battled hard. We still created a lot. We had opportunities to 
score. We had some mental mistakes. We still gave up not a 
whole lot of shots, but one too many grade-As for our 
goalies. We’ve got to do a better job. They’re the type of 
team that can score quickly. We’ve got to do a better job of 
keeping those grade-As down but still play our style and our 
game.  

 

 

Hurricanes dismantled on the road, Rangers force game 7 in Raleigh  

By Wade Bowman 

As has been the case for the entirety of this year’s 
postseason run so far, the Carolina Hurricanes were 
dominated on the road in their game six matchup against the 
Rangers. The 5-2 loss forces a game seven back in Raleigh, 
putting Carolina in yet another do-or-die scenario. 

Despite a slim chance that playoff performance outside of 
PNC Arena could turn around in a game that could’ve sent 
the Canes into round three, things remained largely the 
same. Carolina went down early, and could never manage to 
climb their way back into a game that New York had 
complete control over from start to finish. 

The first nail in the Canes’ coffin for game six came courtesy 
of a deflected wrist shot from the Rangers’ Tyler Motte. With 
goaltender Antti Raanta screened by the defender in front of 
him, Motte found an opening to get the puck under Raanta’s 
left arm to secure an early lead for a Rangers team that 
would see plenty more of the back of the net before the end 
of the night. 

The second of New York’s five on the evening served as the 
Rangers’ first power play goal of the night. A high sticking 
call on defenseman Brendan Smith earned him a minor that 
would send him to the box for two minutes. The game’s first 
penalty proved costly, allowing the Rangers to double their 
lead before the end of the first period on a shot by Mika 
Zibanejad, assisted by both Adam Fox and Igor Shesterkin.  

The Canes tried to pull the first one back near the end of the 
period, but stout defense from the Rangers and the 
continued sensational play from one of hockey’s best goalies 
in Shesterkin forced Carolina to look for answers in the 
second. 

That second period saw some of the few bright spots for the 
Canes in their dismal night, but nothing would go right for 
Carolina before the Rangers’ third goal of the game. Scored 
by Filip Chytil, the goal extended New York’s lead and forced 
a goalie change. Despite Raanta’s strong performances as 
of late, the stalwart had already let in three goals, 
encouraging the Canes to go with goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov to finish the game.  

“I'm sure he'd like to have those back,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “This time of year, it's tough. You got to make 
those saves, but it's fine. Now we turn the page. The good 

news is, we don't have to end on that. We got another shot 
here.” 

The Hurricanes tried to claw themselves back into it after the 
goalie change, starting with defenseman Brady Skjei’s goal 
five minutes into the second period, which was also his first 
in the playoffs for Carolina. Assisted by centers Sebastion 
Aho and Seth Jarvis, the Canes seemed to be making 
strides in the right direction with the impressive teamwork 
and offensive ability displayed on the goal.  

Moments later however, the Rangers struck once again, 
specifically Chytil. The second goal from the center 
continued the defensive woes for Carolina as New York 
widened the lead to 4-1.  

The Canes’ only other goal came late in the second in 
response to the three-goal deficit. Center Vincent Trochek 
squeezed the puck through the legs of Shesterkin on assists 
by center Martin Necas and Skjei, with the goal temporarily 
keeping the Canes in the game at 4-2.  

New York was able to match Carolina’s goal, denying any 
effort by the Canes to truly get back into the game. The final 
goal of the night was scored by Artemi Panarin, who 
capitalized on New York’s five on three advantage, caused 
by penalties on defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Ian Cole. 
The two-man advantage inevitably yielded the game’s final 
score and nail in the coffin, increasing the Ranger lead to 5-
2, one that was ultimately impossible to overcome for 
Carolina.  

Struggles on both offense and defense plagued the 
Hurricanes all night long. Despite outshooting New York 39-
25, the Canes couldn’t capitalize on their scoring chances 
while the Rangers took far better advantage of their 
opportunities, building an early lead that kept Carolina 
playing catch up all night long.  

“If you're gonna go down in a game, these are the easy ones 
to just let go,” Brind’Amour said. “Once we got behind, we 
never really got going again. There's a lot of guys who didn't 
play very well. It's a lot easier to shake off a game like that 
than a game where you're right in it and something bad 
happens.” 

While the Hurricanes have clearly struggled away from home 
ice, the deciding game seven will be played in Raleigh on 
Monday, May 30 at 8 p.m.  
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Hurricanes’ futility on road continues in Game 6 Stanley Cup playoff loss 
to Rangers 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to be the most predictable team in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, unbeaten at home but unable to win a single game 
on the road. 

Because of it, the Canes also are on the brink of having their season end 
— again. 

Now 0-6 away from home, the Hurricanes once again are in the position 
of having to rely on home ice to help carry them through another Game 
7, another series. 

The New York Rangers kept their season alive Saturday in Game 6, 
stopping the Canes 5-2 at Madison Square Garden to even the series 3-
3 and force a deciding Game 7 on Monday at 8 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin each had power-play goals, Filip 
Chytil scored twice and Tyler Motte chipped in a goal for the Rangers. 

Motte had the game’s first goal — as soft a goal as Raanta has allowed 
in the playoffs. 

It was this kind of game: Shesterkin had two assists for the Rangers 
while Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who rarely has a stick infraction, 
was called for a double-minor for high-sticking Chris Kreider. 

Before the game, Skjei said the Canes had to be better in the 50-50 puck 
battles, the power play and the penalty kill to end their streak of road 
losses. The Canes did fight for pucks and win their share of the battles, 
but they allowed two power-play goals — again — while coming up 
empty on their power plays. 

The Rangers scored first, had a 2-0 lead after the first period and sent 
Raanta to the bench early in the second after a third goal. Rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov entered the game, only to allow a goal after Skjei had scored 
on a shot from the top of the slot. 

Shesterkin seemingly was a part of everything, He stopped enough shots 
to win, had the two assists and took a penalty with 2:18 left in the second 
period when he shoved the Canes’ Seth Jarvis down by the net. 

The Canes, 7-0 at home, will try to repeat the Boston Bruins series, 
where they lost all three games at TD Garden in Boston but won Game 7 
at PNC Arena behind Raanta, who was emotional after the game. 
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But the Rangers are a better team and bigger threat than the Bruins. 
They have Shesterkin, a Vezina Trophy finalist. They have proven 
snipers in Zibanejad, Kreider and Panarin. 

Zibanejad became the first Ranger player to have goals in four straight 
playoff games since Brendan Shanahan in 2007. Shesterkin’s assist on 
the play made him the second goalie in Rangers history to have multiple 
points in a postseason. 

Shesterkin, like the Rangers, has been hard to handle at MSG. Before 
Saturday, he was 5-1 record with a .949 save percentage and 2.05 goals 
against average in home games. 
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Another road loss, but Hurricanes suddenly have bigger problem as 
Raanta sows seeds of doubt 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are heading back to Raleigh with a bigger 
problem than their persistent inability to win a playoff game on the road, 
one that for the second time has pushed them to the Game 7 brink. 

For the first time in the playoffs, they’re facing a true crisis of confidence 
in their goaltending, and Frederik Andersen isn’t coming through that 
door to save them. 

There’s every reason to expect Antti Raanta to bounce back from this 
Game 6 disaster, given how otherwise outstanding he has been during 
these playoffs, but it’s impossible to play as poorly as he did in 
Saturday’s 5-2 loss and not plant at least a few seeds of doubt that 
weren’t there before. 

And with Igor Shesterkin at his best in his best game of the series — he 
shut down Sebastian Aho on a breakaway immediately before Raanta 
gave up the first of three soft goals and picked up a pair of assists and a 
penalty, a Tom Barrasso hat trick– there’s absolutely no margin for error. 
The Hurricanes don’t necessarily have to win the goaltending battle to 
win this series, but they at least have to be playing the same game. 

“I’m sure he’d like to have a couple of those back,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “This time of year, it’s tough. You can say he needs to 
make those saves, maybe, but it’s behind us now. We’ll turn the page. 
The good news is we don’t have to end on that. We’ve got another shot 
here.” 

That might be one thing if the Hurricanes were headed back to Raleigh 
tied 2-2 again, but they’re out of second chances now. They’ve put 
themselves in a position where Shesterkin only has to steal one game to 
end their season. And as good as they have been at home, they’re really 
pushing their luck trying to win eight straight. 

That may be an even tougher ask than it was in the first round, only two 
weeks ago even if it feels like months, against a team with better 
goaltending than the Boston Bruins and, in the so-far-so-quiet Artemi 
Panarin, a ticking time bomb capable of unleashing a multi-point game at 
any time. He may have awakened Saturday with a five-on-three goal in 
the third period. 

The Hurricanes are now risking their season on this very strange 
procession of home-team victories, already unprecedented in NHL 
history. No team has ever started 0-6 on the road. No team has ever won 
multiple best-of-seven series in the same postseason without winning a 
road game. 

Suddenly, that may be the least of the Hurricanes’ problems. 

The goals Raanta gave up Saturday would have been unacceptable in 
any circumstances, crippling in any playoff game, but were catastrophic 
given the first-period performance of the guy in the other net. Tyler 
Motte’s opener went under Raanta’s left elbow, Mika Zibanejad whipped 
one past him from the left wing on a power play — after darting between 
Fast and Sebastian Aho at the blue line — and Filip Chytil ended 
Raanta’s night almost two periods early with a short-sider from the right 
wing. 

“He’s been a rock for us,” Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei said. “He’s 
been a huge part of us being where we’re at right now. We have 
confidence in him.” 

Raanta has 45 hours to regain his composure and rediscover his game, 
because it’s not like the Hurricanes have any other choice. 

Andersen remains out indefinitely, not yet fit to backup, not even the 
emergency third goalie, who remains Jack LaFontaine, Brind’Amour said 
Saturday morning. For the second time in these playoffs, the Hurricanes 
feel Andersen’s absence acutely. Pyotr Kotchetkov had to start Game 3 
in Boston after Raanta was injured in Game 2, a game when the 
Hurricanes would have enjoyed their goalie stealing a win for them. 

Under normal circumstances, the Hurricanes would and could move 
seamlessly between Andersen and Raanta without blinking, as they did 
throughout the regular season. It’s not quite the same with Kotchetkov, 
who made his second appearance in relief of Raanta, by choice this time 
— although after the Rangers’ third goal, Brind’Amour really had no 
choice. 

And while Kotchetkov gave up one goal shortly after coming in, Chytil’s 
second of the game, he did enough on a first-do-no-harm basis to give 
the Hurricanes a chance to get back into the game before Panarin’s goal 
on the two-man advantage. 

(And by keeping things close enough to avoid any mayhem, Kotchetkov 
lessened the chances he would go 178 feet to challenge Shesterkin 
vratar-on-vratar if things really kicked off.) 

And the Hurricanes had chances: two power plays after Vincent 
Trocheck scored to make it 4-2, but they made nothing of them. Raanta 
could only look on glumly from the bench, chin buried in his pads. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 6: Carolina falls to New York, 5-2, at Madison 
Square Garden 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a chance to clinch their second-round NHL 
playoff series against the New York Rangers in Game 6 on Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden, coming off a 3-1 home win in Game 5. 

Game 7, if necessary, would be at 8 p.m. Tuesday at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh (ESPN). 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are at MSG 
and will have live observations from the scene. Justin Pelletier is 
following along from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Saturday’s game is available on ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, 
Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports South will broadcast a Hurricanes-focused 
postgame show featuring Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco 
and Willis have the call on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in 
the Triangle). 
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THIRD PERIOD 

No more shenanigans, no more game: The Rangers don’ convert on the 
final power play, but it matters nothing. The Canes fall on the road — 
again. Rangers 5m Cans 2, Game 6 final. 

Rangers get a power play: Sebastian Aho to the box for roughing after 
getting hit by Jacob Trouba and then pulling Trouba’s helmet off. 

More penalties, more shenanigans: Miller with the penalty for tripping, 
and then DeAngelo shoots the puck after the whistle and draws an 
unsportsmanlike call. We’ll skate 4-on-4 again. 

Things getting... crispy: Two great saves by Igor Shesterkin and then a 
big ol’ pileup near the net. Mulitple players incvolved there, Trocheck in 
the middle of it. Canes penalty to Trockeck, Rangers penalty to Goodrow. 
4-on-4 play forthcoming. 

Rangers cash in on the 5-on-3: All but salting this one away, the Rangers 
score with the extra skater, Artemi Panarin on the board for the Rangers 
and they take a commanding 5-2 lead. 

Now a 4-on-3: Well, this is fun. Canes called for another penalty here on 
Ian Cole. This will eventually become a one-minute 5-on-3 for the 
Rangers. 

Even-up at 4-on-4: Panarin takes an offensive-zone hooking penalty on 
the power play. Teams 4-on-4 for two minutes. 

Rangers back to the PP: A follow-through from Slavin catches Kreider up 
high, handing the Rangers a 4-minute power play. 

New starters: Zibanejad line starts for New York against the Aho line to 
start the third. We are under way. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Vital early third period coming: The Canes were a hot third-period team 
all season long, but that has yet to manifest into the playoffs. This would 
be an opportune time for that to happen. But, the Rangers are doing what 
they need to do, as is keeper Igor Shesterkin. Rangers lead the Canes, 
4-2, after two. 

Canes another PP: Shesterkin cross-checks Jarvis at the end of a long 
sustained Hurricanes possession. Shesterkin has 25 saves, two assists 
and two penalty minutes. The Canes had the puck in the zone for what 
seemed like forever. Shesterkin came out of his net and just blocked 
Jarvis from going behind the goal line with a two handed shove. 
UPDATE: No goals for the Canes here, either. 

And Canes to the PP: Kreider for hooking to send the Carolina PP to the 
ice for the second time. Big opportunity here. UPDATE: The Canes did 
NOT score on the power play. 

Canes get another back: Is there life here? The Canes are on the board 
a second time as Vincent Trocheck appears to sweep the puck past 
Shesterkin after a rebound of a Brady Skjei shot. 

Shesterkin on the scoresheet: Igor Shesterkin is the fifth goaltender in 
NHL history to record multiple assists in a playoff game: Pekka Rinne 
(NSH) - 2017/04/15@ CHI; Jose Theodore (MTL) - 2004/04/11vs BOS; 
Tom Barrasso (PIT) - 1993/04/20vs NJD; Grant Fuhr (EDM) - 
1991/04/22vs LAK are the others. Shesterkin also playing well in his 
traditional role as goalie. 

So much for momentum: Rangers snag another one off the hop after the 
media timeout. Chytil, for the second time tonight, beats the Canes’ 
keeper, this time it’s Kochetkov on an weird backhander off the keeper’s 
shoulder. 

Goalie change, and a goal: Minutes after pulling Raanta, the Canes 
strike. Brady Skjei wrister beats Shesterkin. It’s Skjei’s first playoff goal 
with the Canes, and it comes against his former team. 

Rangers in firm command: The Rangers now in complete control here 
with a 3-0 lead after Filip Chytil picks a corner clean on Raanta. Not 
Raanta’s night. Pyotr Kochetkov comes in to replace Raanta. 

Long runs of 5-on-5 play: The first and second period have both opened 
with long stretches of whistle-less play. It benefited the Rangers more in 
the first frame, the Canes seem to have the better of play early here in 
the second. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Rangers get the first frame they needed: Done with the opening 20 
minutes at Madison Square Garden. It remains 2-0 in favor of the home 
team. Shots were 15-12 Canes, 

Canes get a PP: Canes with a power play. Scored one at home, still 
looking for one on the road in this series. UPDATE: No scoring from the 
Canes on the PP, as is normal on the road. Canes DID get a chance on 
Shesterkin after the kill, though. 

Rangers PP goal: The hole gets deeper for the Canes here as Mika 
Zibanejad, who’s been heating up, got one for the fourth game in a row. 
2-0 deficit here seems cavernous. 

First power play to the Rangers: Brendan Smith whistled for high-
sticking, as he got his stick up on Lafreniere. He’ll get two minutes. 
Rangers to the PP. 

Great chances for Canes, then Rangers on the board: Shesterkin stops 
Aho on a breakaway and then Teravainen in front, Rangers go the other 
way and Motte scores on a shot that Raanta simply has to stop. It’s 1-0 
Rangers at 7:22 of the first period. 

Strong start for Rangers: Staal line with a good shift to start. Once the 
line change, Rangers come out with Zibanejad line and it has a solid 
shift, getting a quality chance on Raanta. 

Starters familiar: Brind’Amour starting Staal line again. Rangers go with 
Goodrow’s group. 

PREGAME 

Ethan Bear took warmups as an extra defenseman, which usually 
suggests someone is a game-time decision, but the pairings were the 
same as they have been throughout the playoffs during line rushes. For 
the Rangers, Barclay Goodrow is apparently ready to return after missing 
11 games. He’ll replace Kevin Rooney in the lineup. 

Barclay Goodrow is back for the Rangers, replacing Kevin Rooney. 
Scorer of *that* goal in Game 1 of the Tampa series last year. 
pic.twitter.com/eFKUmgk6id 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 28, 2022 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes are expected for the Hurricanes, which means Antti Raanta 
in net. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour wouldn’t say whether Frederik 
Andersen might be available for backup duty, but he did say Jack 
LaFontaine remained the emergency third goalie, which suggests not. 

Francis St. Laurent and Gord Dwyer are the referees. That duo worked 
Game 3 of the first-round series against the Boston Bruins, Steve Barton 
and Ryan Daisy are the linesmen. 

The Rangers have won three straight elimination games, coming back 
from 3-1 down to win their first-round series against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. The only team with a longer home winning streak (five) than 
the Rangers is ... the Hurricanes (seven). 

“I guess we’re kind of used to having our backs against the wall here in 
these playoffs,” Rangers defenseman — and, briefly, Hurricanes 
prospect — Adam Fox said Saturday. “I think we know how to play when 
we’re in this situation. Try really hard, try to get the win, try to take it back 
to Carolina.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

Among the celebrities expected at MSG on Saturday night: Mariano 
Rivera. 
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Hurricanes seek elusive first road win of Stanley Cup playoffs in Game 6 
vs. Rangers 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

In short, win a road game in the playoffs. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has said the fact the Canes are 7-0 at 
home and 0-5 away from home in the playoffs is a “nonissue.” He said it 
again Saturday after the morning skate before Game 6 against the New 
York Rangers at Madison Square Garden. 

“I don’t know what else to tell you,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s totally 
irrelevant going into this game. What’s done is done. We’re starting here 
fresh and want to win the game. 

“If you play your hardest, it is what it is. And I think we’ve played hard on 
the road.” 

A road win in Game 6 would end the second-round series and lift the 
Canes into the Eastern Conference finals against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. A loss would set up a Game 7 with the Rangers on Monday at 
PNC Arena and some more tense times. 

Carolina Hurricanes center Steven Lorentz (78) falls on a play against 
New York Rangers center Tyler Motte (64) and center Filip Chytil (72) in 
the third period of Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round 
playoff series, Tuesday, May 24, 2022, in New York. The Rangers won 4-
1. Associated Press 

“Honestly, we’ve played better at home and we haven’t played our best 
on the road,” defenseman Brady Skjei said Saturday. “We haven’t really 
gotten to our game. We have in spurts, but not a full 60 minutes.” 

What needs to change? After all, the Canes were 25-12-4 on the road in 
the regular season, twice winning at MSG. 

“Winning 50-50 puck battles, power plays, penalty kills,” Skjei said. “All 
that stuff adds up to it. But we’re confident in our game and we believe if 
we play our style we can win home or away.” 

While the Canes are 7-0 at home, the Rangers have tied a franchise 
record with five consecutive home wins in the playoffs and are 5-1 at 
MSG. 

“The boy are excited,” Canes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi said. “Time to 
get the first win in the away game.” 

The Canes should not have any lineup changes from Game 5 in Game 6, 
Brind’Amour said. 

Goalie Antti Raanta will make his 10th consecutive start. Rookie forward 
Seth Jarvis, who was whacked in the mouth by a stick in Game 5, will 
play. Forward Jordan Martinook should play a second straight game and 
the scratches again could be Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz and Ethan 
Bear. 

FRED-DIE, FRED-DIE 

Goalie Frederik Andersen got in more work Saturday, both before and 
during the morning skate at MSG. Andersen has not played since his 
lower-body injury April 16 at Colorado and Brind’Amour has been coy in 
updating his status. 

Brind’Amour was asked Saturday if Andersen had reached the point he 
could serve as the backup goalie to Raanta in games. 

“When he will be, he’ll be there,” Brind’Amour said. “If he’s not in there 
tonight backing up, then he’s not ready.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov is expected to back up Raanta in Game 6. Question: is 
Andersen or Jack LaFontaine considered the No. 3 goalie? 

“Jack is right now,” Brind’Amour said. 

That settles that — for now. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.29.2022 

1246402 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ healthy scratches fight physical, mental battle, ready to play 
when needed 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

The decision facing Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz, staring down a 
long Saturday afternoon of nothing, was to stay in the hotel and hang out 
or meander through Manhattan like a couple of (very fit) tourists. 

“We lost the last two we were here, so we may have to go for the walk in 
the city because we stayed in the hotel last time,” Stepan said. “Switch it 
up a little bit. Go people-watch for a little bit.” 

These are the times that try a hockey player’s soul, when the team has a 
playoff game that night and the player does not. 

Both Stepan and Lorentz have been in and out of the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ lineup this postseason, but barring food poisoning or some 
other catastrophe befalling a teammate, neither expected to be called 
upon for Saturday’s Game 6 against the New York Rangers. 

So while the bus bearing their teammates back to the hotel for their 
meals and meetings and naps had long departed Madison Square 
Garden on Saturday, some already showered and dressed by the time 
Stepan and Lorentz and Ethan Bear had even left the ice, they still had 
an off-ice workout with strength coach Bill Burniston to complete before 
they could even contemplate how to kill the remaining six hours of the 
day before the late bus would leave the hotel to bring them back to the 
arena. 

It’s not an issue Stepan, after more than 800 regular-season games, has 
much familiarity in addressing. He has typically, over the course of his 
career, been a regular in the lineup, no matter what time of year. Now 
he’s handling the dual burden of maintaining his physical condition and 
his mental edge at the same time. 

The physical may be easier, with extra time on the ice and in the weight 
room. That is, as Stepan said, “science.” But the mental … after 12 
seasons in the NHL, he’s still trying to figure that out. 

“It’s difficult. I don’t think there’s a good, solid answer,” Stepan said. 
“Throughout the year I was trying to figure out ways and every day was 
kind of a day-by-day situation. It’s not an easy job and nobody wants to 
be in it, but in the world that we’re in, somebody has to on every team. 
You find ways on the ice, off the ice, just to kind of keep in it. But the only 
real way to get into it is to get back into it.” 

Stepan got his chance during the Boston series when Jordan Martinook 
was injured, then was swapped out for Lorentz. With Martinook back, 
they’re both on the outside looking in. Bear, meanwhile, is still waiting for 
an opportunity, with the Hurricanes’ defense both healthy and performing 
well at the moment. 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ Derek Stepan (18) works out during practice on 
Friday, May 13, 2022 as they prepare for game seven in the Stanley Cup 
first round series against Boston at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert 
Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

They have, at their varying ages — Stepan is 31, Lorentz 26, Bear 24 — 
defined game-day routines, preferred nap schedules, tics and 
preferences that may not be superstitions but probably amount to that in 
the end. Killing time on the road is an art, whether in the lineup or out, 
and veterans typically have it down to a science as well. 

“Eight hundred and some odd games and I think I’ve napped for 800-
some odd games,” Stepan said. “I don’t think there was a day I was in 
the lineup and didn’t have a pregame nap.” 

They’re left to it on their own. The assistant coaches stay out with them 
on the ice for the extra work, but they’ve got an afternoon of film and 
planning ahead. And to the head coach, they’re barely his concern in the 
hours leading up to a game. 

“It’s tough,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I don’t do a lot 
(with them) on a game day. They know if they’re in or out. It’s a tough 
spot to be in when you’re a guy that doesn’t get to play, for sure. But I 
think everybody understands it’s not because they don’t deserve to be in, 
it’s just the health of everybody. When you have a healthy group, you 
have to have depth. Everybody knows they’re going to have their chance 
at some point. You’ve just got to stay ready.” 

Not playing, in some ways, is harder than playing, especially when the 
games start to stretch on and out. At the beginning of the playoffs, 
Stepan tried to keep to his normal routine. Just in case. But there’s also a 
balance, because it’s prohibitively mentally draining to prepare every day 
as if you might play when you are not, but there’s also always that small 
chance something might change. 

Most nights, things proceed as planned, which means watching the game 
in a suit in the press box. Occasionally, a scratched player will be told to 
be ready to take warm-ups, if a teammate is ailing. Whether they end up 
on the ice before the game or not, at least there’s that warning. 

“It’s almost worse if you’re kind of in limbo like that, because it’s the what-
if,” Lorentz said. “You’re so jacked up ready to play but you’re also 
nervous at the same time.” 

Strange decisions lay ahead: To nap or not to nap. To walk or not to 
walk. The only one that mattered, to play or not to play, was out of their 
hands, again. Their wait, Saturday afternoon and perhaps beyond, goes 
on. 
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Hurricanes’ goaltending suddenly in spotlight as Antti Raanta falters in 
Game 6 loss 

 

Kevin Kurz  

 

NEW YORK — Prior to the start of their second-round Stanley Cup 
playoff series, it was generally assumed the Rangers’ biggest, and 
perhaps only, edge over the Hurricanes was in goal. That’s how New 
York made it to the playoffs in the first place, as Igor Shesterkin’s Vezina-
caliber play was essentially the only reason the Rangers were able to 
overcome what was a middling five-on-five game throughout the regular 
season. 

Through five head-to-head playoff games, though, it hadn’t played out 
that way. Shesterkin managed a 1.61 goals-against average and .949 
save percentage — stellar numbers, to be sure — but Antti Raanta, 
called into duty because of the injury to Frederik Andersen, was holding 

up just fine with a nearly identical 1.60 goals-against average and .937 
save percentage. 

But then came Saturday night at Madison Square Garden, a 5-2 Rangers 
win in Game 6. Shesterkin still looked like his same old self, finishing with 
37 saves, including a few of the spectacular variety, while Raanta ended 
up parked on the far end of the visitors bench just a few minutes into the 
second period after surrendering three goals on 13 shots. It set up a 
decisive Game 7 at PNC Arena on Monday in which the Hurricanes, now 
0-6 on the road in the playoffs, will try to advance at home, where they 
are 7-0. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour chuckled a bit when asked who his starter will 
be in the next game — a question he surely had to figure was coming — 
but then quickly declared that Raanta, in fact, would be back in net. Not 
Pyotr Kochetkov, who relieved Raanta on Saturday and allowed two 
goals on 12 shots, nor Andersen, who is attempting to work his way back 
from a lower-body injury but is apparently not ready yet. 

“Give me a day to figure it out,” Brind’Amour said moments after Game 6 
ended, “but yes, (Raanta will) be starting.” 

The pivotal moment Saturday came early, and it involved the two 
netminders. Shesterkin denied Sebastian Aho on a breakaway a little 
more than seven minutes into the first period and followed it up with an 
equally strong stop on a Teuvo Teravainen backhand. The Rangers 
quickly transitioned the puck the other way moments before Tyler Motte, 
using Brady Skjei as a screen, lifted in a shot that glanced off Raanta 
before hitting the net behind him at 7:22. It wasn’t an egregious goal, but 
it was stoppable. 

Less than three minutes later on a Rangers power play, Mika Zibanejad’s 
shot from below the faceoff dot beat Raanta to the far side. Though 
Zibanejad made some pretty moves on the rush after receiving an Adam 
Fox pass in the neutral zone, and he’s perhaps the Rangers’ best pure 
goal scorer, it was still a shot that needed to be stopped from that angle 
and at that moment. 

“I’m sure he’d like to have those back,” Brind’Amour said of Raanta. “This 
time of year, you’ve got to, I guess, make those saves. It’s behind us 
now. We’re turning the page. The good news is we don’t have to end on 
that, we have another shot at it.” 

Skjei said: “Rants has been solid all playoffs long. … He’s been a huge 
part of us being where we’re at right now. We have tons of confidence in 
him.” 

And the Hurricanes have several reasons to still be confident. They have, 
of course, remained perfect at home for the duration of the playoffs, 
including Thursday’s Game 5 in which they thoroughly outplayed the 
Rangers in a 3-1 win. 

The power play, although it didn’t score, looked better, particularly early. 
In the first period with Jacob Trouba in the box, the Hurricanes had a 
number of good looks at the net, but one of Shesterkin’s best stops of the 
night came when he gloved Tony DeAngelo’s chance with 5:26 to go. 

Though the discrepancy in goaltending was evident, the Hurricanes 
actually had more high-danger scoring chances than the Rangers, 19-10, 
through two periods (according to Natural Stat Trick) when the game was 
still within reach. It wasn’t until Artemi Panarin’s marker at 7:43 of the 
third period on a two-man advantage that all hope was essentially lost for 
Carolina. 

The Hurricanes had an earlier chance to grab the momentum, too, when 
Skjei made it a 3-1 game at 5:05 of the second period as his shot through 
traffic beat Shesterkin. But Filip Chytil’s second goal of the evening just 
1:42 later on a bar-down backhand through Kochetkov restored the 
three-goal cushion, and even though there was plenty of time left, it felt 
like the dagger with the way Shesterkin was playing. 

Brady Skjei gets the @Canes on the board with a wicked wrister! 
#StanleyCup 
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🇺🇸: @ESPN ➡ https://t.co/41SxkN49Ig 

🇨🇦: @Sportsnet ➡ https://t.co/snG9hA2fxT pic.twitter.com/CBNirrPvT7 

— NHL (@NHL) May 29, 2022 

“When you get one, it hurts to give it back right away,” Skjei said. 

From an emotional standpoint, Brind’Amour indicated that Saturday’s 
loss would be easier for his team to recover from than, say, an overtime 
defeat or something else heartbreaking. 

“If you’re gonna go down in a game, these are the easy ones to let go,” 
he said. “Once we got behind, we never really got going again. There’s a 
lot of guys who didn’t play very well. A lot easier to shake off a game like 
that than a game where you’re right in it and something bad happens.” 

Skjei said: “We couldn’t close it out, but we’ll forget about this pretty 
quickly and we have a lot of confidence at home, like our record shows. 
We’re excited and we’ll be ready to go on Monday.” 

We’ll find out if that’s the case. If the Hurricanes are going to advance to 
the Eastern Conference final against Tampa Bay, Raanta will have to be 
better than he was Saturday, particularly if Shesterkin plays the way he 
has for much of the season. 

“We are comfortable (at home),” Jordan Staal said, “but we’re going to 
need everyone. It’s not easy. All the way from the goalie all the way out, 
everyone’s going to have to show up and be ready to battle and 
obviously be sharp in our details and (win) our puck battles, and all that 
stuff. We’re going to need everyone in a Game 7.” 

“We hope (home ice is) a factor,” Skjei said. “Obviously, it’s been good to 
us. We’re counting on it again, for sure.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers force Game 7 against Hurricanes 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

Who was the guy? Filip Chytil gets a lot of credit for his two-goal game. 
But the star of this one was Igor Shesterkin. The Rangers netminder 
turned aside 37 of the 39 shots he faced and, according to Natural Stat 
Trick, saved 2.92 more goals than expected in all situations against 47 
unblocked shots from the Hurricanes. 

Though the Rangers finished the first period strong, Carolina pressured 
the rest of the way. At five-on-five, the Hurricanes generated the majority 
of the shots and won the quality battle with 65 percent of the expected 
goals share in the second, then 88.9 percent in the third. So even though 
New York mustered only 11.1 percent (!) of the expected goals share, it 
had the goaltending to keep the team in the game in the final period. 

Oh, and Shesterkin also tallied two assists and took a penalty. Just an 
eventful game for the goalie all around.  

What was the key? There were a few keys to this game, which is why 
this series is going the distance. 

The Rangers have won four games on the brink of elimination. The 
Hurricanes can’t win on the road, losing all six games away from PNC 
Arena (and winning every home game). Goal scorers from the Rangers 
came from every line. New York had the advantage in net to make up for 
its even-strength play in the second half.  

Key stat: Eleven skaters have fewer points than Shesterkin’s two in this 
series. Brett Pesce, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Tony DeAngelo and Jacob 
Trouba each have an assist. Braden Schneider, Justin Braun, K’Andre 

Miller, Kaapo Kakko, Kevin Rooney, Jaccob Slavin and Jesper Fast have 
all been held off the scoresheet.  

The moment it was over: Chytil’s second-period backhand goal could 
have been fitting here, seeing as he quickly reinstated the Rangers’ 
three-goal lead just after Skjei pulled the Canes closer two minutes 
earlier. But Carolina’s shots and scoring chances tested that. So when 
Artemi Panarin scored for the first time since the series-clinching goal in 
Game 7 of Round 1 in overtime, that’s when this game was really over. 
The Hurricanes would have had to beat Shesterkin four more times to 
pull ahead. 

The Rangers’ starter allowed six goals once in 53 games played in the 
regular season — back in November against Calgary. And he allowed 
that many against Pittsburgh in Game 4 of the first round. But here in 
Game 6, he was locked in. That’s why the chances of the Hurricanes 
getting four past him in the remaining 12 minutes seemed incredibly slim.  

The moment of the game: DeAngelo, after the whistle blew midway 
through the third period, flipped the puck past Shesterkin. That’s basically 
a move straight out of a video game when you’re trying to annoy whoever 
you’re playing against. While it may have been an attempt to get under 
his opponent’s skin, it was also just undisciplined and led to an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. So instead of the Hurricanes getting a 
power play because Miller was called for tripping, play remained even.  

The Rangers know firsthand that DeAngelo can be effective when the 
offensive defender balances the disciplinary line. They also know how his 
game can get away from him when he can’t contain his emotions. The 
Hurricanes have learned that, too, including this postseason in Game 4 in 
Boston. Luckily for them, he rebounded the next tilt. That’s what the 
Hurricanes need in the series decider, otherwise he can quickly become 
a liability.  

Rangers Worry Meter:   … The Rangers stayed alive once more but 
have to find a way to win this series back in Raleigh. 

Hurricanes Worry Meter:    … Being the better team is only half of 
the battle when Shesterkin is goal, and the Hurricanes still can’t win on 
the road. 

Three stars 
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Rangers vs. Hurricanes picks, odds: Expert predictions for Stanley Cup 
Playoffs Game 6 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff  

 

Carolina’s perfect home record in the playoffs remained intact with a 
Game 5 win against the New York Rangers. The Hurricanes’ winless 
road record in the playoffs will again be put to the test in Game 6 
Saturday in Madison Square Garden. 

Will we see a Game 7 or will Carolina book a place in the conference 
finals against the Tampa Bay Lightning? The Lightning have been waiting 
for an opponent since sweeping the Florida Panthers. 

What time is Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 6? 

Time: Saturday, 8 p.m. (ET) 

Channels: ESPN, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
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digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

What are the odds for Hurricanes at Rangers? 

Series odds: Hurricanes -400, Rangers +310 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 1 | Carolina leads 3-2 

Recap by Harman Dayal 

What was the key? Carolina’s smothering defensive play as a five-man 
unit. It’s often said that defense begins with checking well in the offensive 
zone, and the Canes were a textbook example of that. New York 
mustered just 17 shots on goal. Forget trying to find time and space in 
the slot in the offensive zone; the Rangers had no space to navigate out 
of their own end. They couldn’t solve Carolina’s forecheck, which was 
bolstered by how well the defensemen were pinching, and the result was 
that most of the game was spent in New York’s end. 

Moment of the game: When Carolina finally scored on the power play. 
Controlling the even-strength battle is vital, yes, but you’re not going to 
last long if your man advantage can’t convert. The Hurricanes had yet to 
score on the power play heading into Game 5, but Teuvo Teravainen 
made sure to snap that streak. Seth Jarvis, who had a tremendous all-
around game, made a great pass, and Teravainen made no mistake for 
what finished as the game winner. 

The passing   

The Finnish   pic.twitter.com/iEtU8ta4oR 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 27, 2022 

Hurricanes worry meter:    … Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov 
and the power play all started producing, which is a massive sigh of 
relief. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Game 5 was an ugly one for them, 
but they’ll at least have a chance to dictate matchups and free Mika 
Zibanejad from Jordan Staal now that they’ll return home to MSG. 
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Filip Bondy: Igor Shesterkin continues to let his play do the talking as 
Rangers goalie keys Game 6 win 

 

Filip Bondy  

 

Igor… Igor… Igor… 

The chants began even before the national anthem Saturday night and 
then never really stopped for long at the Garden, as the physics-defying 
Shesterkin led the Rangers to another 5-2 victory in Game 6. 

It all comes down to the goaltenders in this series, doesn’t it? Shesterkin 
has been a brilliant contortionist, a flexible wall of flesh and bone. He also 
(gulp) happens to own a quintessentially Russian name. And while it may 
not be very fashionable to hail from that particular country these days in 
America, a goalie by way of Moscow remains immensely popular on 
Eighth Avenue — a starkly ironic turn of events. 

Shesterkin was an immovable object again for most of Game 6, 
frustrating the Hurricanes with yet another acrobatic performance. Early 
in the game, he stoned Sebastian Aho on a breakaway, a stop that led at 
the other end to the Rangers’ first goal. That goal was a soft one, a 35-
foot wrist shot from Tyler Motte that somehow leaked under the arm of 
Antti Raanta at 7:22. 

One shot saved by Shesterkin, brilliantly. 

One save blown, clumsily, by a fatigued Raanta. 

In this tight series, first goal generally wins, and that again was the case. 
Mika Zibanejad added a second one on the power play, through the legs 
of Raanta at 9:51. If we know one thing by now, it is that Shesterkin is not 
about to waste a two- or three-goal lead at the Garden. 

“That’s him,” Gerard Gallant said, of his goalie. “He plays his best hockey 
when we give up a couple fastbreak opportunities. Makes me a little 
nervous, but he makes those key saves for us. Then it’s 2-0.” 

The only way to score on this guy is to blind him with bodies, which is 
how Brady Skjei finally beat Shesterkin with a screened wrist shot in the 
second period. Or by way of a fluky, soccer-like own goal, which 
happened later off the leg of Ryan Lindgren. 

Those goals arrived too little, too late, for the Hurricanes. Game 7 now 
looms on Monday in Raleigh. 

We have grown so accustomed to Shesterkin’s extraordinary antics, that 
his Blueshirt existence is taken for granted. But for a moment, at least, 
Ranger fans should consider how this whole situation might have taken a 
very different, political turn. 

Shesterkin is playing on a four-year, $22.7 million contract he signed last 
summer. That may not be oligarch territory, but it is a lot of money, with 
no strings attached. Much of Shesterkin’s salary can be spent back in 
Moscow. It is easy to imagine a scenario in which Congress passes a bill 
prohibiting any Russian citizen from collecting such a windfall here in the 
States. 

Shesterkin has neither disavowed Putin, nor praised Russia’s military 
invasion of Ukraine. In fact, we know very little about the young, shy star, 
who prefers to answer questions in vague terms through an interpreter. 

“It seems like he lives in his little bubble,” Henrik Lundqvist told the 
Associated Press. 

Unlike Alexander Ovechkin, a long-time Putin supporter, Shesterkin has 
maintained an extremely low profile, for good reason. The Ukraine 
morass is a lose-lose situation for him, and for any Russian athlete 
spending time in the U.S. If he criticizes Putin, Shesterkin’s family may 
well pay a price. If he embraces the invasion, he becomes a pariah in 
America. 

“They’re hockey players,” Daniel Milstein, a player agent from Ukraine 
who represents several Russians, told Newsy.com. “They’re good 
people. They’re in an extremely difficult situation. They might be here in 
this country with their wives, but their families, their parents are back 
home.” 

The Daily News sports editors handpick the week’s best Yankees stories 
from our award-winning columnists and beat writers. Delivered to your 
inbox every Wednesday. 

Milstein says that many of his Russian clients have received hateful 
emails and threats on social media. Retribution from Moscow is also in 
play. Artemi Panarin was accused last year of sexual assault in a 
Russian tabloid shortly after he expressed support for a Putin rival, Alexei 
Navalny. Those allegations, true or false, never evolved into legal 
charges and surfaced at a politically volatile juncture. 

Russia’s national teams have been barred from Western-based 
competitions, while individual Russian tennis stars are banished from 
Wimbledon — a decision by the All-England Club met with some criticism 
from both competitors and fans. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has 
cut league ties with Russian businesses, but has welcomed that nation’s 
talented players. 

Shesterkin, meanwhile, just hunkers down and plays hockey. And what 
hockey it is. 
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In Game 6, the goalie turned aside 25 of 27 shots in the first two periods, 
when this game was decided. He even threw in two assists and his own 
interference penalty. 

“The two assists, mostly the guys did the work,” Shesterkin said, with 
typical modesty. “I just got them the puck and they delivered.” 

Raanta, pulled for Pyotr Kochetkov in the second period, has been 
serviceable in this series. But he is not Shesterkin. Raanta is a tiring, 
second-string goalie from Finland — a country, incidentally, that has 
applied for admission to the NATO defense alliance. 

This time of year, most Ranger fans are more concerned with defense in 
the crease. To that purpose, on Saturday, they celebrated a very different 
kind of Russian blockade. 
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Igor Shesterkin, Filip Chytil backbone Rangers’ 6th straight Garden win 
to force Game 7 

 

Pat Leonard  

 

The Rangers didn’t run the Carolina Hurricanes out of the Garden on 
Saturday night as much as Igor Shesterkin wouldn’t let them in. 

Early goals by Tyler Motte and Mika Zibanejad lit the flame for a 5-2 
Game 6 win, the Blueshirts’ sixth straight at home, to force a do-or-die 
Game 7 Monday night in Raleigh, N.C. 

“Again, our backs were against the wall tonight, and we played our best 
hockey,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. 

Flashy young center Filip Chytil scored twice in the second period to 
create important breathing room, prompting Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour to pull shaky goalie Antti Raanta down 3-0 just 3:24 into the 
second frame. 

But Carolina was fully prepared to end the Rangers’ season anyway, 
even after facing a 2-0 deficit 9:51 into the first period on Zibanejad’s 
slick power-play goal. 

And Shesterkin just wouldn’t allow a Hurricanes comeback, while flashing 
the competitive fire that Gallant’s team will need to earn its first win on 
Carolina’s ice and advance. 

The Vezina Trophy finalist was brilliant at handling an early Canes 
onslaught, making nine saves in a span of two minutes and 19 seconds 
between the 13:28 and 15:47 marks of the first. 

He flashed his glove throughout the match to rob Tony DeAngelo, Jordan 
Martinook and Vincent Trocheck. He registered two assists of his own on 
Ranger goals. 

And he got in the Hurricanes’ faces late in the second period while up 4-
2, burying Seth Jarvis near the crease after making a left pad stop on the 
Carolina winger. 

“It’s always great to have a goalie whose next step is only to just start 
scoring goals,” winger Artemi Panarin cracked of Shesterkin’s all-
encompassing impact. 

Shesterkin was assessed a minor penalty for interference after smashing 
his glove into Jarvis’ face and knocking him to the ice. But it was well 
worth it to see the team’s on-ice leader become its emotional engine, too. 

“To be honest, [Jarvis] was a bit on the smaller side,” Shesterkin said 
through a translator, with a wry smile. “If he was a bit bigger, I probably 
would have been the one who fell.” 

He then barked at Carolina forwards Sebastian Aho and Max Domi as 
they griped, and nodded his head up and down in a cocky strut, as if he 
were telling Aho to do something about it. 

The Hurricanes plan to do something about it Monday at home, where 
they are an undefeated 7-0 in this postseason compared to a putrid 0-6 
record on the road. 

The Rangers will count on their 4-0 record in closeout games so far 
through two series, including their comeback from 3-1 down against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the first round. 

“We’ve had our backs against the wall in these playoffs, and I think we 
know how to play when we’re in this situation,” defenseman Adam Fox 
said. 

Gallant’s Blueshirts have won one road game in six tries this postseason: 
a 5-3 victory at Pittsburgh in Game 6 of the first round. Zibanejad and 
Chris Kreider each scored twice in that victory, and Shesterkin made 31 
saves. 

It wasn’t all the goalie Thursday night against the Hurricanes, either. 
Shesterkin had been excellent in Game 5 at Carolina, only to see his 
Rangers offense meekly snuffed out, 3-1. 

On Saturday, though, the Rangers scored early and then padded their 
lead once Carolina broke through. 

Chytil, 22, scored twice after notching zero points in his last four, not 
coincidentally while reunited on “The Kid Line” with wingers Alexis 
Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko. 

Chytil’s second goal was scored on the Rangers’ first shot aimed at 
backup goalie Pyotr Kochetkov when he replaced Raanta. The Czech 
center snapped a terrific backhand shot from the left circle over a 
stunned Kochetkov’s right shoulder. 

The Hurricanes’ shaky goaltending could lead Brind’Amour to turn to 
Frederick Andersen for Game 7, if Carolina’s regular season No. 1 is 
deemed healthy, having missed all of the playoffs to date with a lower 
body injury. 

As it was, plenty of Rangers got in on Saturday’s action. 

Fox posted two assists, giving at least one point in four straight. 
Zibanejad now has goals in four straight games and a team-leading 
seven in this postseason. 

Regular season points leader Panarin added an important third period 
insurance goal on the power play, his first goal since his Game 7 
overtime winner against the Penguins. 

Fourth-line center Barclay Goodrow even made a surprise return to the 
lineup, despite reportedly breaking his ankle in Game 1 of the first round 
against Pittsburgh. 

Shesterkin set the table for everything, though, right from the start. 

The Daily News sports editors handpick the week’s best Yankees stories 
from our award-winning columnists and beat writers. Delivered to your 
inbox every Wednesday. 

With the game scoreless, he stopped Aho and Teuvo Teravainen in 
close, before Motte charged up ice and scored on a 40-foot wrist shot 
that Raanta should have had 7:22 in. 

Zibanejad kept Raanta off kilter by lifting his left skate and faking a move 
to the right side of the net before suddenly sliding the puck five-hole on 
the frozen goaltender. 

The Hurricanes didn’t waver, though. They actually put 15 shots on goal 
in the first period alone, nearly matching the Rangers’ total of 17 for all of 
Game 5 in Raleigh. And they still came up empty, trailing 2-0 after one. 

Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei broke through on a wrist shot 5:05 
into the second period to draw within 3-1, with Shesterkin screened by 
two of his own men. 
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And Trocheck narrowed the Blueshirts’ lead to 4-2 at 12:47 of the second 
period on a rebound after a brilliant Shesterkin save on a deflection in 
front. 

But Chytil and Panarin answered both goals with Ranger tallies that kept 
the Garden rocking. Now they have to finish the job away from home. 

“We have to play how we play at home,” Chytil said. “Last series, we 
found a way to win in Pittsburgh. It’s Game 7 now and we have to find a 
way. Play hard, play our game, don’t focus on anything else, and I think 
we can win the game.” 
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Igor Shesterkin gives Rangers clear edge in net for big Game 7 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

We all know about the Hurricanes’ fortress in Raleigh, N.C., where they 
have gone 7-0 this postseason, but let me tell you, the Rangers are 
operating within a Fortress of Solitude on their side that might be of more 
value. 

Because the Blueshirts will go into Game 7 on Monday night at Carolina 
with goaltender Igor Shesterkin providing a growing and dramatic 
disparity in net when measured against the suddenly floundering Antti 
Raanta, who was yanked very early in the second period of the 
Blueshirts’ 5-2 Game 6 victory at the Garden on Saturday night. 

This second-round series may in fact come down to location, location, 
location. The relevant piece of property, however, might be not Carolina’s 
home arena, but rather the vicinity around the nets at either end of the 
rink. If the Rangers can press that advantage, a trip to the conference 
finals to take on the mighty Lightning will loom. 

“Tonight was a very important game,” Shesterkin, apparently a master of 
the obvious in any language, said through a translator. “We had to win 
and that’s what we did.” 

Shesterkin was all over the scoresheet, making 37 saves while picking 
up a pair of assists and a two minute minor for interference. That might 
have been the equivalent of a Ron Hextall hat trick. 

“Honestly,” Artemi Panarin said through the translator, “it’s always great 
to have a goalie whose next step is to start scoring goals.” 

Igor Shesterkin makes a diving save on Max Domi during the second 
period of the Rangers' 5-2 Game 6 win over the Hurricanes. 

Igor Shesterkin makes a diving save on Max Domi during the second 
period of the Rangers’ 5-2 Game 6 win over the Hurricanes. 

Jason Szenes 

While Shesterkin was brilliant at his end, Raanta was not quite that, 
surrendering at least two, and maybe even three marginal goals on 13 
shots before being pulled, with the Hurricanes down 3-0, just 3:24 into 
the second period, replaced by Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Raanta, of course, ascended to the No. 1 job when Freddie Andersen 
went down on April 16 with a lower-body injury. It does not seem as if 
Andersen is game ready. Thus, the Rangers will go into this series’ 
ultimate confrontation with a notable edge in the sport’s most critical 
area. 

Shesterkin’s impact Saturday was almost immediate. The netminder 
stopped Sebastien Aho on a breakaway at 7:04 and Teuvo Teravainen 
on the rebound moments before Tyler Motte beat Raanta from the high 
slot off the counter attack at 7:22 for the swing goal and 1-0 lead. 

“What happened is I managed to predict [Aho’s] move there,” said 
Shesterkin, who has recorded a .937 save percentage and 2.10 goals-
against average since the fifth game of the first round against Pittsburgh. 
“That gave me a burst or energy and that goal really motivated. 

“I just tried to do my job and stay in the game.” 

Jason Szenes 

The Rangers played a faster, more up-tempo brand of hockey in this one 
than they have at Carolina. They opened it up a bit, a bit more willing to 
trade chances than they had been in Raleigh. When you have Shesterkin 
on your side, you can do that. 

Maybe the club also received a boost from the unexpected return of 
winger Barclay Goodrow, who hadn’t played since Game 1 of the first 
round against the Penguins, when he sustained a suspected ankle injury. 
Maybe it was seeing the Mika Zibanejad line untethered by Jordan 
Staal’s checking line. Maybe it was the reunification of the Kid Line. 

If there was one reason, there were likely dozens. But the Blueshirts 
were as superior in this one as the Hurricanes were in their Game 5 
victory on Thursday. There was a lull in the second period after Raanta 
was pulled and the final minutes of the period were a nervous time for the 
Blueshirts, who were pinned for shifts at a time for about the only time in 
the match. 

It was then that Shesterkin picked up his interference penalty by 
obstructing Seth Jarvis in his pursuit of the puck. It was 4-2 at that point, 
after Chytil had struck again on a backhand before Vincent Trocheck was 
able to nudge home a loose puck from around the net. 

“We were so tired in the zone at that time that he probably took that 
penalty just to get a whistle,” head coach Gerard Gallant said with tongue 
in cheek about Shesterkin. “No, he was outstanding. 

“He did for us what he’s been doing for us all year.” 

This one became nasty in the third period once Panarin scored the 5-2 
goal on the power play at 7:43, with several scrums in front and in the 
corners. The Blueshirts stood up for one another — what else is new? — 
but never were undisciplined about it, even when ex-Ranger Tony 
DeAngelo mindlessly flipped the puck into the net well after a whistle and 
thus drew an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. 

“I like a tough team and I like a tough game,” Gallant said. “But at this 
time of the year, discipline is the most important thing.” 

Well, goaltending, too. 

Game 7, Monday in Raleigh. 

Rangers versus ’Canes. 

Shesterkin versus Raanta. 
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Filip Chytil comes up big for Rangers when it matters most 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

It has been a bit strange, looking at the stats next to Filip Chytil’s name 
and seeing that the 22-year-old had just three points this postseason 
headed into Game 6 on Saturday night, with none since his goal in the 
opener of this second-round series against the Hurricanes. 

By the eye test, Chytil has been one of the Rangers’ more noticeable 
players, in this series and in this postseason. When coach Gerard 
Gallant wanted to spark his top line, it was no coincidence that he 
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replaced Frank Vatrano with Chytil, not once but twice over the first five 
games. Throughout the postseason, the most productive Rangers 
forward line on a given night often has been the one with Chytil driving 
the engine. 

What his postseason was missing, though, was the numbers — and the 
moments — to prove the eye test correct. 

Chytil finally put up those numbers and had those moments, scoring 
twice in the Rangers’ 5-2 season-saving victory, which sent the series 
back to Raleigh, N.C., for Game 7. 

The Czech Republic native has drifted at times this season. Twenty-two 
points in 67 regular-season games was an underwhelming output. 

Now, though, there is little doubt. He has proven something in ththis 
postseason that can give the Rangers confidence that his selection in the 
first round in 2017 will look good deep into the future. 

“Last two months have been huge [for Chytil],” Gallant said. “Everything 
we talked about — getting stronger in one-on-one battles, taking pucks to 
the net like he’s done. We’ve seen that the last two months.” 

After his team turned in a broken offensive performance in Game 5, 
Gallant reunited the Kid Line — Alexis Lafreniere, Kaapo Kakko and 
Chytil — for Game 6. It’s hard to imagine there will be a reason to break 
them up again. 

“They were outstanding,” Gallant said. 

The first big chance of the game for Chytil came early in the second 
period with a two-on-one breakaway. He missed the net wide, failing to 
test Antti Raanta. 

Not two minutes later, the Rangers generated another breakaway. Chytil 
did not miss this time, putting the Rangers up 3-0. And after the 
Hurricanes had gotten back within 3-1, there was Chytil again, with a 
sharp-angle backhander to extend the lead back to three. 

Asked about his night later on, Chytil harped on the early missed chance. 
Before that, though, he did allow himself to say: “Yeah, it feels good.” 

There is a larger point to be made here, about Chytil’s value and what it 
means to the franchise, particularly in the wake of Ryan Strome’s 
expiring contract, which leaves open a hole in the top six for someone to 
fill. 

For now, though, the Rangers are content with the contributions Chytil 
gave them in Game 6. After all, their season will march on into Game 7. 
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Rangers storm past Hurricanes to force Game 7 in Carolina 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

All the Rangers need is one win in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Rangers staved off elimination Saturday night for a fourth time this 
postseason with a 5-2 win over the Hurricanes in Game 6 in front of a 
lively Madison Square Garden. Now, one victory on the road in this 
second-round Stanley Cup playoff series is all that separates the 
Rangers from advancing to the Eastern Conference final for the first time 
in seven years 

The Bruins couldn’t win once at PNC Arena, as the Hurricanes went 4-0 
on home ice in their first-round series triumph, which also went seven 
games. The Rangers haven’t been able to win in Raleigh either, in their 
three tries so far in this series. 

But the Rangers will have to be the first team to topple the Hurricanes in 
their house this postseason in order to earn the chance to avenge their 
2015 conference final loss to the Lightning. 

“We have to play how we play at home, I don’t know what the difference 
is for us to play on the road,” said Filip Chytil, who was reunited with his 
fellow Kid Line members, Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko, and 
scored twice in Game 6. “Even with the first series, we found a way to 
win in Pittsburgh. So it’s a Game 7 now. We have to find a way to win the 
game and just play how we play at home. 

“They have the fans, they have the building where they’re getting used to 
[winning], but we have to play hard. We have to play our game and just 
don’t focus on any other things, just focus on the game and I think we 
can win the game.” 

The Rangers were a team on a mission from puck drop and the Garden 
crowd reveled in it. When Barclay Goodrow shockingly came out for 
pregame warmups and was ultimately announced as a starter (the utility 
forward had missed the previous 11 games with a suspected ankle 
fracture), the cheers roared through the arena. It was easily the loudest 
the building had been all season long. 

There were six goals scored through the first two periods Saturday, more 
than in any other individual game in this series. In addition to Chytil’s 
pair, Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin each scored on the power play 
and Tyler Motte helped set the tone early with one of the club’s two first-
period tallies, as the Rangers extended Carolina’s losing streak in road 
games this postseason to a jarring six straight. 

Oh, and goalie Igor Shesterkin was brilliant with a head-turning stat line 
of 37 saves, two assists and two penalty minutes in his seventh playoff 
win. He became just the second goalie in Stanley Cup playoff history to 
record two assists and a penalty in the same game, joining Tom 
Barrasso, who did it in 1993 with the Penguins. 

“Honestly, it’s always great to have a goalie whose next step is only to 
just start scoring goals,” said Panarin, who emphatically pumped his fist 
in the air after netting his first goal of the series on the power play to cap 
the scoring at 7:43 of the third period. 

Despite trailing 2-0 at the start of the second period, the Hurricanes were 
able to respond to each of Chytil’s two goals for the Rangers in that 
middle frame. 

After the Czech winger sniped one from the right circle early in the 
period, former Rangers defenseman Brady Skjei got the Hurricanes on 
the board off the rush roughly a minute and a half later. Chytil then went 
bar down with a filthy backhander to make it 4-1 at 6:47 of the second. 
Vincent Trocheck, however, later cleaned up a rebound to pull Carolina 
within two heading into the second intermission. 

Shesterkin and the Rangers were locked in from start to finish. They’ll 
have to channel that same determination in a Memorial Day showdown in 
Game 7. The level of competition, tenacity and sheer will to win that 
they’ve displayed on home ice will have to come through on the road — 
the Rangers’ season depends on it. 

“I think the key is probably to try to play like today,” Panarin said. “We 
have to play a very disciplined game, although it is probably hard to say. 
We’ll just have to show our best offense and best defense.” 
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Hurricanes will keep same plan in Game 6 to end Rangers' resilience 

 

Ethan Sears 
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Rod Brind’Amour answered the question with dry humor. Six games into 
a playoff series, there are no lingering secrets between the Rangers and 
the Hurricanes.  

So how would Carolina respond to a Rangers team presumably playing 
with desperation while facing elimination on Saturday night at the 
Garden?  

“Score,” said Brind’Amour, Carolina’s head coach. “Score a couple. 
Maybe four or five would be nice.”  

What worked for the Hurricanes through five games of the second-round 
series wasn’t going to change just because the Rangers had their backs 
against the wall. The Rangers thrived all through the regular season on 
resiliency and made it their postseason signature in coming back from a 
three-games-to-one deficit in the first round against Pittsburgh.  

It was not lost on anyone, though, that what had already worked for 
Carolina in taking a three-games-to-two lead in this second-round series 
was a momentum-sapping game.  

Members of the Carolina Hurricanes celebrate a goal during game 5 of 
the second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs between the New York 
Rangers and the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes celebrate a goal during Game 5 of the second round of 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Hurricanes have been at their best this series with their defensive 
prowess. They’ve gone heavy on the forecheck, eaten up space in the 
neutral zone and made it impossible for the Rangers to get into the 
opposing end. They have played deliberate, purposeful hockey.  

The kind of hockey that, if done right, makes things hard for a home team 
facing elimination to keep their crowd in the game and find the necessary 
desperation to get things to a Game 7.  

“I think when we’re at our best, we’re a hard team to play against,” 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei said Saturday morning. “We get pucks 
behind the goal line, our forwards are so good at working the 
defensemen and cycling and keeping pucks down low. And getting pucks 
to their net.  

“I think when we’re at our best and kinda putting other teams on their 
heels, not giving them much time and space, when we’re doing that, we 
feel good. I think we’re one of the best teams at doing that.”  

The Rangers have learned all about that the hard way in this series. They 
struggled to muster anything resembling an offensive attack over three 
losses in Raleigh, N.C. The issue for Carolina has been bringing that 
game up north, just as it was in the first round, when the Hurricanes 
failed to win a game in Boston before finally eliminating the Bruins in 
seven.  

“There’s nothing different,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t anticipate them 
playing any harder. They’ve played hard, we’ve played hard. Other than 
this last game, I think both coaches have been happy with the way their 
teams have played, all five games. … I anticipate this being the exact 
same thing.” 
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Rangers' Alexis Lafreniere reveling in first playoffs as he 'elevates' game 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

It has been impossible to overlook Alexis Lafreniere this postseason.  

And that’s not just because he has been at the heart of the Rangers’ 
most consistent line, or because of his under-the-radar pesky presence 
on the ice. The 2020 first-overall pick has been strikingly noticeable, on 
and off the ice in these playoffs, because he undoubtedly is having the 
time of his life.  

That’s naturally what happens when a Canadian kid is competing in his 
first career NHL playoffs, but the way it has come through in his play has 
made Lafreniere stand out.  

“Laffy’s personality, he just goes out there and has fun,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said during the Rangers’ first-round playoff series against 
the Penguins. “I think it’s rubbing off on the other two.”  

The other two Gallant is referring to are Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko, 
who complete the Kid Line and skated alongside Lafreniere for the first 
eight games of the postseason. The trio has been most effective in the 
offensive zone, skating with a lighthearted way about them that has been 
both enjoyable to watch and difficult for opponents to contain.  

It has been encouraging to watch Lafreniere, who has had the 
overwhelming expectations of being a top NHL draft pick, make an 
impact while allowing his emotions to fuel him.  

Did you see that perfectly timed photo of him celebrating with his tongue 
out after the Rangers evened their second-round series against the 
Hurricanes? How about his little dance in the tunnel at PNC Arena ahead 
of Game 2?  

The 20-year-old is evidently having a blast, and his passion to be great 
has seemingly been at the root of it.  

“Laffy has been really good,” Ryan Strome said. “He’s elevated his game. 
I think he competes really hard. He obviously has special ability, which is 
coming out lately in a big way.”  

Aside from all the fun, Lafreniere has upped his physical presence in 
these playoffs as well. He may not be marking up the score sheet (he 
had two goals and three assists in 12 games heading into the elimination 
Game 6 against Carolina on Saturday night at Madison Square Garden), 
but he has played a tough game that has gotten under his opponents’ 
skin.  

Lafreniere was ranked fourth on the Rangers in hits with 32 prior to 
Game 6, behind just Jacob Trouba, Chris Kreider and Ryan Reaves. He 
has consistently finished his checks, has been a presence on the 
forecheck and has been found in the middle of scrums at times.  

“Yeah for sure, I think that’s a big part of playoff hockey, physicality,” 
Lafreniere said earlier this postseason. “That’s a part of my game, too. I 
try to bring it as much as I can, but at the same time, I still have to make 
plays and play with the puck.”  

There are plenty of positives to take away from the Rangers’ 
performance this postseason, and one of them is certainly how 
Lafreniere embraced such a grand stage. Oh, and he had a ball doing it.  

“It’s a lot of fun out there,” Lafreniere said. “To compete with these guys, 
it’s really nice. … We just keep having fun and keep being ourselves.” 
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Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 6 odds: Back the offense of Carolina 

 

Action Network  

 

For the fourth time this postseason, the New York Rangers find 
themselves in a win-or-go-home spot. 
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Trailing the Carolina Hurricanes, 3-2, in a best-of-seven series, the 
Blueshirts need to beat the Canes twice in a row to earn the right to play 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Eastern Conference final. 

Bookmakers have priced Game 6 as a coin flip, but the Canes are -425 
to win the series, which means they have an implied series-win 
probability of 81 percent. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 6 picks (8:00 PM ET, ESPN) 

Overall the margins in this series have been quite thin, but there’s no 
denying that the Hurricanes have been the better team at 5-on-5. The 
two teams may be knotted, 5-5, in terms of even strength goals, but 
Carolina has tallied 48 more shot attempts, 44 more scoring chances and 
21 more high-danger scoring chances than the Rangers at 5-on-5 so in 
the series.  

The Rangers aren’t too fussed about getting out-chanced at 5-on-5 
because they have an all-world goaltender and offensive talents that can 
change a game in an instant, but that style of play does put a lot of 
pressure on Igor Shesterkin and the power play to be the difference. If 
Shesterkin isn’t on song or the power play fumbles, the Hurricanes 
should be able to grind down the Blueshirts.  

Vincent Trochek scores. 

Vincent Trochek scores against Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

That played out in Game 5 in Raleigh, as the Hurricanes forecheck 
proved to be too strong for the Rangers, who need to open up the game 
to create chances off the rush.  

Even if the numbers point to Carolina, there are some narrative-based 
trends that can give the Blueshirts some hope. For one, they are 3-0 in 
elimination games this postseason. Additionally, the Hurricanes are 0-5 
on the road during the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The Rangers will certainly point to their performance from Round 1 — 
when they came back from a 3-1 deficit to beat the Penguins — as a 
reason to be confident that they can upset the odds again, but the truth is 
that coming back against Carolina is a much steeper task than doing it 
against the depleted Pens.  

As for the home/road splits, it’s hard to decipher what on earth is going 
on with Carolina this postseason. The Hurricanes registered the third-
most away wins during the regular season, so this is a new phenomenon. 
Additionally, you could argue that the Canes played one of their best 
games of the series in Game 3 at MSG, when they won the expected 
goals battle, 3.4 to 2.1, and were +11 in terms of high-danger scoring 
chances.  

Through five games, it’s become pretty clear that the Hurricanes are the 
stronger team in this matchup and were deserving of their status as 
series favorites. So long as the game stays relatively on script, the Canes 
should be able to control play and give themselves a better chance to win 
than the Rangers. And for a game where they may close as an 
underdog, that’s all you’re asking for. 

The Bet: Carolina -110 

Odds via BetMGM 

New York Post LOADED: 05.29.2022 

1246434 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers have history on their side when it comes to memorable Game 6 
clashes 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

Game 6 doesn’t roll off the tongue in the way Game 7 does. There isn’t 
the same romance attached to the lore of Game 6 as to the tradition of 
Game 7.  

And yet …  

Arguably the most famous of the combined 7,164 regular season and 
playoff matches the Rangers have played since joining the NHL in 1926 
was a Game 6 … the “We’ll Win Tonight” Game 6 against the Devils at 
the Meadowlands in 1994 … the game in which Mark Messier backed up 
his guarantee with a hat trick.  

That one.  

You believe the “Matteau! Matteau! Matteau!” Game 7 was more 
famous? Maybe. The Game 7 that actually ended with the Rangers 
winning the 1994 Staney Cup? OK. But I don’t think so. It is that singular 
Game 6 of the epochal Battle of the Hudson that is the most memorable 
and most celebrated of them all.  

The Rangers, of course, faced Game 6 second-round elimination by 
Carolina at the Garden on Saturday night. But they just did this dance a 
couple of weeks ago, going into Pittsburgh for a Game 6, down in the 
first-round series 3-2 after having won Game 5 at home two nights 
earlier. They have done this before.  

This marks the Blueshirts’ 10th Game 6 facing elimination since the start 
of the hard-cap era in 2006. A review of the first nine, the Rangers having 
gone 6-3 in those challenges:  

Chris Kreider, who scored the Rangers' Game 6 winner against the 
Penguins in the first round, pressures Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta in 
Game 4 in New York. 

Chris Kreider, who scored the Rangers’ Game 6 winner against the 
Penguins in the first round, pressures Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta in 
Game 4 in New York. 

Corey Sipkin for the NY POST 

2007, second round vs. Buffalo at MSG: After sweeping the Thrashers 
for their first playoff series victory in 10 years, the Blueshirts split the 
opening four games against the Sabres before taking a 1-0 lead into the 
final seconds of Game 5 in Buffalo. But Big Moment Chris Drury scores 
with 7.7 seconds remaining to tie it before Maxim Afinogenov wins it in on 
a power-play goal early in overtime, prompting Henrik Lundqvist to 
smash his stick against the wall above the entrance to the visitors’ room, 
which leaves a visible crack. Back home for Game 6, the hungover 
Rangers are beaten 5-4 and are eliminated from the tourney.  

2012, first round at Ottawa: Having finished with the best record in the 
Eastern Conference and only one point shy of winning the Presidents’ 
Trophy, the Black and Blueshirts confront an immediate upset elimination 
in a nasty, contentious series in which Brian Boyle is concussed on one 
side and Daniel Alfredsson on the other. But the Rangers respond. 
Brandon Prust takes on Chris Neill in a tone-setting fight and Chris 
Kreider scores the first playoff goal of his career less than two weeks 
after coming out of Boston College in a taut 3-2 victory that sets the 
stage for the Rangers’ Game 7 victory at home two nights later.  

2012, conference finals at New Jersey: “Henrique! It’s over!” Eighteen 
years to the day after Messier, a 40-year-old Martin Brodeur twists 
history his and the Devils’ way, with Adam Henrique’s 3-2 winning goal in 
overtime to conclude this stunning upset defeat.  

Read the expert take on the Blueshirts 

Sign up for Larry Brooks' Inside the Rangers, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

2013, first round vs. Washington at MSG: Having been acquired just six 
weeks earlier at the deadline, Derick Brassard has his first “Big Game 
Brass” moment by scoring the only goal in a 1-0 Lundqvist shutout victory 
that the Blueshirts back up one night later with a 5-0 Game 7 victory in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

Washington to send them to the second round and a five-game loss to 
the Bruins, after which John Tortorella is dismissed as head coach.  

2014, second round vs. Pittsburgh at MSG: The game-opening goal 
represents Martin St. Louis’ Mother’s Day gift to his recently passed 
mom, France St. Louis, the Rangers taking this one 3-1 before their 2-1 
Game 7 victory on the road to complete the supernatural comeback from 
3-1 down in the series.  

2015, second round at Washington: Escaping elimination in Game 5 at 
the Garden on Ryan McDonagh’s OT winner after Kreider ties the 
contest with 1:41 remaining in regulation, the Blueshirts prevail 4-3 in a 
spectacular Game 6 in which the team is out-attempted 32-0 (32-0!) over 
the final 14:41. Derek Stepan then gets the Game 7 OT winner as the 
Rangers become the only team in history to pull off comebacks from 3-1 
down in consecutive years.  

2015, conference finals at Tampa Bay: Having been blanked 2-0 at home 
in Game 5, the Blueshirts avoid elimination by burying the Lightning, 7-3, 
behind Brassard’s five-point (2-3) night. But three nights later, the 
Blueshirts are shut out again at home, 2-0, for the only Game 7 loss of 
Lundqvist’s career.  

2017, second round vs. Ottawa at MSG: The last ride ends with a 
desultory effort in a 4-2 defeat that caps a series the Blueshirts dominate 
but lose after blowing late leads in OT losses in both Game 2 and Game 
5.  

2022: first round at Pittsburgh: The Blueshirts rally from a 2-0 deficit for a 
4-3 victory on a late third-period goal by Kreider that sets up a Game 7 
victory at the Garden on Artemi Panarin’s OT power-play snipe to 
complete the rally from 3-1 down in the series. 
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Rangers' Barclay Goodrow returns to lineup, replaces Kevin Rooney 

New York Rangers center Barclay Goodrow skates against the Anaheim 
Ducks in the first period of an NHL hockey game at Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday, March 15, 2022. Credit: Kathleen Malone-Van Dyke 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

When he was asked on Friday if either Barclay Goodrow, who has been 
skating on his own, or Sammy Blais, who has been taking part in optional 
practices and morning skates, might play for the Rangers in Game 6 at 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday night, coach Gerard Gallant was 
clear and definitive in saying no. 

“I see it, hopefully, in the near future,’’ he said. “But it’s not tomorrow.’’ 

But when the Rangers took the ice for pregame warm-ups, Goodrow, 
who had not played since blocking a shot with his left foot in Game 1 of 
the first-round series against the Pittsburgh Penguins, was dressed and 
taking part, centering a fourth line between Tyler Motte on the left and 
Ryan Reaves on the right. 

“When I talked to you guys, you probably thought I was lying,’’ Gallant 
said. “But I didn’t know anything at that time. And then obviously, I got a 
call later in the day and I was told he was cleared. So I wasn’t lying. Trust 
me.’’ 

Goodrow ended up playing 13 minutes and 16 seconds, including 3:15 of 
penalty-killing time, and Gallant was happy to have him. 

“What he’s done in the last couple of years with the Stanley Cups [with 
Tampa Bay] and a leader, a character guy on our team,’’ Gallant said. 

“His overall play, he kills penalties and the whole works, so he’s huge for 
our club.’’ 

Goodrow replaced Kevin Rooney, who had played in each of the first 12 
games of the postseason.   

Rangers stay disciplined 

The teams got chippy toward the end, drawing a combined eight 
penalties in the third period. Former Ranger Tony DeAngelo got an 
unsportsmanlike-conduct penalty for shooting the puck into the Rangers’ 
net after a stoppage in play and Sebastian Aho got a rare roughing 
penalty with 5:21 remaining in the game. 

Gallant said he was happy that his team restrained itself and didn’t get 
caught up in any shenanigans. 

“It’s more important to win the game than taking a stupid penalty,’’ he 
said. “Let them go in the box if they want to do something silly. I like a 
tough team. I like a tough game. But this time of the year, discipline is the 
most important thing, and I’m proud of our guys to do that.’’   

Fox credits Hurricanes 

After Thursday’s 3-1 loss in Game 5, one of the things Gallant said about 
his players’ performance in the game was that they looked “tired.’’ 

Defenseman Adam Fox, talking to reporters before Game 6, didn’t admit 
to being tired in that game but preferred to credit the Hurricanes for 
making the Rangers look that way. 

“Credit to them,’’ Fox said. “They did a good job of staying on top of us, 
slowing us down. You see how they play in that building: They tend to 
stay on top of guys and slow them down. And so, yeah, I mean, I’m sure 
there’s a lot of words you could use for how we looked, but overall, it just 
wasn’t good enough.’’ 

Fox, who led the Rangers with an average ice time of 26:58 entering the 
game, played 26:03 Saturday and had two assists. 
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Igor Shesterkin does it all as Rangers beat Hurricanes to force Game 7 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

These Rangers clearly are best with their backs against the wall. 

On Saturday night, for the fourth time in these playoffs, they played a 
game in which a loss would have meant the end of their season. And for 
the fourth time, they came through with a victory. 

Filip Chytil had two goals and Igor Shesterkin made 37 saves and had 
two assists as the Rangers beat the Carolina Hurricanes, 5-2, at Madison 
Square Garden in Game 6 of the teams’ second-round playoff series. 

The Rangers forced a Game 7 on Monday night at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

“It didn’t surprise me,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said when asked about his 
team’s continued ability to capture must-win games in the postseason. “I 
knew we’d come out hard and play well . . . It was a competitive game. 
We jumped on them early [by taking a 2-0 lead], so that was key. But 
Shesty made some key saves in the first period to [help keep] it 2-0 for 
us.’’ 

Shesterkin stopped all 15 shots he faced in the first period, including a 
breakaway by Sebastian Aho and a shot by Teuvo Teravainen on the 
same sequence. Soon after, Tyler Motte picked up a loose puck inside 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 29, 2022 

 

the Rangers’ blue line, skated up the middle and scored the game’s first 
goal against Antti Raanta at 7:22 of the first period. 

The sequence showed the difference between Shesterkin, the Hart 
Trophy finalist and presumptive winner of the Vezina Trophy, and 
Raanta, the former Rangers backup who has been playing in place of the 
injured Frederik Andersen. 

Raanta was shaky and ended up being pulled after Chytil’s first goal 
gave the Rangers a 3-0 lead at 3:24 of the second period. He finished 
with three goals allowed on 13 shots. 

The Rangers also won the battle of special teams, scoring two power-
play goals in five opportunities and killing all three Carolina man 
advantages. 

Mika Zibanejad’s power-play goal at 9:51 of the first period — on a 
harmless-looking wrist shot off the rush from the right circle — gave the 
Rangers a 2-0 lead. Shesterkin got his first assist of the game on that 
one when he left the puck for Adam Fox (two assists) and Fox passed it 
to Zibanejad in the neutral zone. 

Former Rangers defenseman Brady Skjei scored his first goal of the 
playoffs to cut Carolina’s deficit to 3-1 at 5:05 of the second period. 

But before the Hurricanes had a chance to get themselves back into the 
game, Chytil scored his second goal on a backhand shot over the stick- 
side shoulder of relief goalie Pyotr Kochetkov to make it 4-1 at 6:47 of the 
second period. Shesterkin got his second assist on that goal. 

“It feels good,’’ said Chytil, who was back on a reunited Kid Line between 
wingers Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko. “Even before that first goal . 
. . Laffy made a nice pass and I just missed the net, but I tried to keep 
shooting every time I got a chance . . . Of course I’m happy that I helped 
the team win the game.’’ 

The Rangers, bolstered by the return of injured forward Barclay 
Goodrow, had faced elimination three times in their first-round series 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, falling behind 3-1 before rallying to win 
three straight games and advance to the second round. 

“I just see the same thing every night,’’ Gallant said. “I go in there and 
have a little 30-second chat with them before the game. It’s the same 
thing. It’s just level, you know? Level. Get ready to play the game. Play 
fast, play hard, play smart. 

“But they just respond all year long. We had a two-game losing streak 
[during the regular season] or something happened, and you knew the 
next day they’re going to come out and battle and win. And that’s what 
mostly happened.’’ 

Now, though, to advance to the Eastern Conference finals, they must 
face the challenge of having to win a game in Raleigh. Carolina has won 
all seven games it has played at home in the postseason (and lost all six 
it has played on the road). The Rangers are 0-3 in Raleigh in the series. 

“We have to play how we play at home,’’ Chytil said. “I don’t know what’s 
different for us to play on the road, even with the first series. We found a 
way to win in Pittsburgh.’’ 
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Igor Shesterkin takes his game to another dimension to keep Rangers' 
season alive 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

</DC>Henrik Lundqvist wandered over from the MSG Networks studios 
next door to watch — in person with his wife and children — the Rangers 
try yet again to keep their season alive. The future Hall of Fame 
netminder’s thoughts as he watched successor Igor Shesterkin were not 
for public consumption until the postgame show. 

But No. 30 (ret.) almost certainly said to himself as he sat in Madison 
Square Garden, “I never had a night like that.” 

Few goalies have. Few goalies can make 37 saves, assist on two goals, 
mete out a physical interference penalty and draw ex-Ranger villain Tony 
DeAngelo into an unsportsmanlike- conduct call. 

Shesterkin willed himself into all facets of Saturday night’s 5-2 win over 
the Hurricanes in Game 6 of their second-round series as the Rangers 
improved to 4-0 this postseason in elimination games. 

“We had to win and that’s exactly what we did,” Shesterkin said through 
his interpreter. “About the two assists, honestly, I think it was mostly the 
guys who did all the work. I just left them the puck and they delivered 
what they had to do. About the two minutes [PENALTY], I think it was a 
bit of my mistake. I shouldn’t have gone that far.” 

No. 31 (ret. in 15 years or so?) did his primary job in holding the 
Hurricanes to two goals with several spectacular saves. That included 
denying Sebastian Aho as he broke free up ice seconds before Tyler 
Motte gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 7:22 of the first period. 

Still in the first, Shesterkin stopped Nino Niederreiter low in the slot. 
Then, while lying on his stomach, he gloved Jordan Martinook’s shot 
from the right at 15:39. At 9:07 of the third period, he made a pad save 
on Vincent Trocheck at the crease, then used his glove to snatch 
Trocheck’s rebound try. 

Shesterkin left the puck for defenseman Adam Fox, who fed Mika 
Zibanejad for a power-play goal to make it 2-0 at 9:51 of the first period. 
Then he passed the puck to Alexis Lafreniere, who fed Filip Chytil to lift a 
backhander for a 4-1 lead at 6:47 of the second period. 

Shesterkin became the fifth goalie in NHL history with two assists in a 
playoff game. With three assists in this postseason, he became the 
Rangers’ all-time leader in that category, surpassing John 
Vanbiesbrouck. 

And after all that, Shesterkin stood up and used his stick and blocker to 
knock down Seth Jarvis as he tried to get behind the Rangers’ crease at 
17:42 of the second. 

“He made some real key saves for us,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “The 
two assists are huge. I think he was trying to get three there in the third 
period when he passed it up the middle. When he took his penalty, we 
were so tired in the zone, he just wanted to get a whistle more than 
anything.” 

He drew the penalty from DeAngelo at 10:22 of the third period, and all of 
it just endeared him to the sellout Garden crowd even more. 

“I-Gor! I-Gor! I-Gor!” 

Shesterkin will hear that again — only in a derisive manner — in Monday 
night’s Game 7 in Raleigh, North Carolina, where the Hurricanes are 7-0 
in these playoffs. 

Whom Shesterkin opposes may be a (slight) question after Antti Raanta 
gave up three goals on 13 shots and was pulled. Raanta has a .965 save 
percentage at home, but No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen (lower body) 
may be available to play for the first time since April 18. 

Whomever the Rangers are shooting at, their Game 6 victory can’t be a 
home-ice mirage, a product of a hyped-up crowd fueling their backs-
against-the-wall desperation. This can’t be elite skaters freed from stifling 
defensive matchups because the opposing coach didn’t have the last 
change. 

Shesterkin was good enough for one to think he could possibly supplant 
Andrei Vasilevskiy as the playoffs’ best netminder — and what a goalie 
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matchup that would be if the Rangers can advance to face the Lightning 
in the Eastern Conference finals. 

Now they have a final chance to get it done on the road. 

And Shesterkin is the best reason to think they can win. 
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Panarin, Kreider and ... Zibanejad (!) on same line in Game 6 for 
Rangers? 

Mika Zibanejad #93 of the New York Rangers plays the puck in the third 
period against Brett Pesce #22 and Ian Cole #28 of the Carolina 
Hurricanes during Game Four of the Second Round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 in New 
York City. Credit: Jim McIsaac 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Artemi Panarin had nine points in 12 games before the Rangers took on 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday night at Madison Square Garden in 
Game 6 of the teams’ second-round playoff series. 

The Rangers’ leading scorer during the regular season, with 96 points in 
75 games, Panarin hadn’t been able to carve up the Hurricanes’ defense 
in the playoffs the way he did the rest of the NHL during the season. He 
had only two points in the first five games against Carolina. 

Chris Kreider, meanwhile, had one goal in the first five games. He scored 
a career-high 52 goals in the regular season and had five in seven 
games against the Pittsburgh Penguins in the first round. 

So as the Rangers went into Saturday night down three games to two 
and facing elimination in the best-of-seven series, they needed to figure 
out how to get more production from their top scorer and their top goal-
scorer as they tried to force a Game 7 on Monday in Raleigh. 

And here was one radical idea: What if coach Gerard Gallant played 
Kreider and Panarin on the same line with center Mika Zibanejad? 

Zibanejad led the team in playoff scoring heading into Game 6 with 15 
points (six goals, nine assists), but he’d largely been neutralized in the 
games in Carolina while matched up against the Hurricanes’ checking 
line of center Jordan Staal between wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper 
Fast, a former Ranger. 

The matchup of Staal vs. Zibanejad was less of an issue in the games at 
the Garden, where Gallant had the last line change and usually could get 
Zibanejad away from Staal. 

But if the Rangers were able to force a Game 7, Gallant was going to 
have to figure out a way to counter the Staal line Monday in Carolina. 
Maybe putting Zibanejad and Panarin together would do it. 

The issue with playing Panarin, Zibanejad and Kreider on the same line 
is that Kreider and Panarin both are left wings, so one of them would be 
playing out of position on the right side. But time was running out on the 
Rangers’ playoff run, and besides, the three played together a handful of 
times in the regular season. 

Panarin and Zibanejad have not played together much in the three 
seasons since Panarin signed with the Rangers as a free agent in the 
summer of 2019. But the option has always been there for Gallant and 
his predecessor, David Quinn, in times of desperation. 

Facing elimination Saturday night would qualify as that. 

Panarin’s only two points in the series entering Saturday were assists on 
power-play goals by Zibanejad in Games 3 and 5. Gallant, though, did 
not want to put the Rangers’ back-to-the-wall position Saturday on 
Panarin. 

“I can’t pick on Panarin,’’ Gallant said Friday after the Rangers returned 
from Raleigh and prepped for Saturday’s game. “I thought two games 
ago [Game 4, a 4-1 Rangers win], he was our best player. He competed. 
He didn’t get a whole lot of points [zero], but I thought he competed and 
played hard. 

“There’s not much room,’’ Gallant said. “You can look at all our top guys 
if you’re going to talk about Panarin and say there wasn’t much room for 
them [in Game 5]. We didn’t create many scoring chances.’’ 

The Rangers sure didn’t create many chances for Panarin, who had no 
shots on goal and only one shot attempt in the entire game. 

Panarin entered Game 6 fourth on the team in playoff points. Zibanejad, 
Adam Fox (4-10-14) and Andrew Copp (5-5-10) were ahead of him. 

After the Rangers played well but lost the first two games of the series in 
Raleigh — scoring only one goal — Gallant changed up his line 
combinations for Game 3, putting third-line center Filip Chytil on the right 
wing of the Kreider-Zibanejad line and 2020 No. 1 overall pick Alexis 
Lafreniere on the right wing of the Panarin-Ryan Strome line. 

Maybe changing the lines up again for Game 6 was the way to go. 

The Rangers didn’t have anything to lose. 
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Igor Shesterkin’s locked in, which is good news for the Rangers going 
into Game 7 

 

Arthur Staple  

 

It would be enough of an advantage for the Rangers if Igor Shesterkin, 
the goalie who brought them to the playoffs, were simply outplaying his 
opposite number in the Hurricanes net. 

But Game 6 was perhaps a turning point in this series. Shesterkin was 
his usual stellar self, making 37 saves while contributing a couple of 
secondary assists and a blatant interference minor in the Rangers’ 5-2 
win Saturday. Antti Raanta spent the second half of the game at the end 
of the Carolina bench after being pulled. Raanta probably lasted one 
Rangers goal too long, having given up a couple of very stoppable shots 
in the first period to put the Canes in a deep hole. 

To paraphrase Mark Wahlberg: Shesterkin is the guy who does his job. 
Raanta must be the other guy. 

And now the daunting task of winning a Game 7 in Raleigh may not 
seem so daunting after all. The Rangers have the best goalie in the 
series, the one who will win the Vezina Trophy and get a few dozen third-
place Hart Trophy votes. Carolina has a career backup who now has to 
prove himself again after hitting the bench midway through a potential 
series clincher. 

Shesterkin set the tone in the first period when he stopped Sebastian 
Aho on a breakaway at 7:05, getting his blocker on Aho’s shot. 
Shesterkin also turned aside Teuvo Teravainen’s try five seconds later. 
Twelve seconds after that, Tyler Motte put a wrist shot under Raanta’s 
arm from 40 feet. 

BIG SAVE AT 1 END, BIG GOAL ON THE OTHER   
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Igor Shesterkin makes a big save on Sebastian Aho, leading to Tyler 
Motte beating Antti Raanta to give #NoQuitInNY the 1-0 
lead!https://t.co/hjPY7MgAMb#StanleyCup #NHL 

pic.twitter.com/g2ZfVR0Ibf 

— Coolbet Canada 🇨🇦 (@CoolbetCanada) May 29, 2022 

Two high-danger chances stopped at one end. One low- to mid-danger 
chance at the other end whiffed on. That set the tone for Raanta’s night, 
too. 

“Makes me nervous sometimes, but he gets into the game and makes 
those saves,” Gerard Gallant said of Shesterkin. “We gave up a few good 
chances in the first, and he stopped them.” 

There were some other Rangers deserving of praise. Filip Chytil 
continued to look nothing like his regular-season self, scoring a pair of 
goals in the second that extended the Rangers’ lead to three both times. 
The second one was particularly sweet, a 30-foot backhand off Pyotr 
Kochetkov’s shoulder and under the crossbar, the sort of shot you might 
try on an empty net at the end of practice just to see if you could do it. 

Chytil’s reverse hit to knock Brendan Smith off balance and give himself 
room to cut to the slot was almost as nice. Chytil now has four goals in 
13 playoff games, halfway to his regular-season total in 67 games. He’s 
been a different player. 

Barclay Goodrow returned from the ether to surprise just about everyone 
— though The Athletic did report Monday that Goodrow was close to 
playing after suffering what’s believed to be a broken foot May 4, in the 
opening game of the playoffs. Gallant didn’t think we’d see Goodrow on 
Saturday when he spoke Friday afternoon and swore he was telling the 
truth after Game 6. 

He may have been, given that Chytil had no idea his teammate was 
returning to action. “I came to the locker room and saw him getting 
dressed,” Chytil said. “I was surprised.” 

Goodrow replaced Kevin Rooney and played with his usual edge, plus he 
posted 3:15 of penalty-kill time and went 7-for-14 on faceoffs. Given the 
Rangers were 22-of-56 in the circle and have been getting owned all 
series, 50 percent is a win. 

Adam Fox and K’Andre Miller had strong games up and down the ice. 
Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin had power-play goals, and Panarin 
had a much more noticeable game than in a few of his prior ones. 

But this one was about Shesterkin. We know he stands tall in making 
saves. We know he can move the puck, though his two-assist night was 
more to do with everyone else than him. “I just left them the puck and 
they delivered,” Shesterkin said through an interpreter. 

His penalty might have even been a shrewd move. With the Rangers up 
4-2 in the second, the Hurricanes didn’t let a tired Rangers fivesome 
touch the puck for more than 90 seconds; Shesterkin decided to skate 
out of his crease on a wrap-around, and he knocked Seth Jarvis down, 
an easy call for the near official. 

“I think he might have just wanted to get a whistle there,” Gallant said. 

Shesterkin showed his feisty side in the third, smacking Max Domi’s stick 
away as Domi tangled with Braden Schneider around the crease. 
Shesterkin also gave Domi a two-handed shove just before taking his 
interference penalty. “I think that was a bit of my mistake, I shouldn’t 
have gone that far,” Shesterkin said. “I just wanted to get behind the net 
and met with the player out there. To be honest, he was a bit on the 
smaller side; if he was a bit bigger, I would have probably been the one 
who fell over.” 

The one constant in this series has been a complete lack of carryover 
from city to city. The Rangers played well enough to win Game 1 in 
Raleigh but fell short. Games 2 and 5 were pretty much no-event losses 
in which the Rangers weren’t willing to battle through Carolina’s layers of 
support and tight checking. And the three games in the Garden were 

classic 2021-22 Rangers: Hardly dominating but incredibly opportunistic, 
a bit more freewheeling than the games in Carolina, backed by 
Shesterkin’s ability to make the big save time after time. 

Perhaps this is finally the time the Rangers can bring that more wide-
open mentality on the road. They know they have Shesterkin at his finest, 
at least the best he’s been in the postseason. And now they know they 
have Raanta maybe wondering whether he’s just the 32-year-old 
journeyman whose clock is about to strike midnight. That’s different, too. 

Something has to change for the Rangers to advance. They have the guy 
who’s doing his job. The Hurricanes have the other guy. Maybe that’s 
enough. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers force Game 7 against Hurricanes 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

Game 6: Rangers 5, Hurricanes 2 | Series tied 3-3 

Who was the guy? Filip Chytil gets a lot of credit for his two-goal game. 
But the star of this one was Igor Shesterkin. The Rangers netminder 
turned aside 37 of the 39 shots he faced and, according to Natural Stat 
Trick, saved 2.92 more goals than expected in all situations against 47 
unblocked shots from the Hurricanes. 

Though the Rangers finished the first period strong, Carolina pressured 
the rest of the way. At five-on-five, the Hurricanes generated the majority 
of the shots and won the quality battle with 65 percent of the expected 
goals share in the second, then 88.9 percent in the third. So even though 
New York mustered only 11.1 percent (!) of the expected goals share, it 
had the goaltending to keep the team in the game in the final period. 

Oh, and Shesterkin also tallied two assists and took a penalty. Just an 
eventful game for the goalie all around.  

What was the key? There were a few keys to this game, which is why 
this series is going the distance. 

The Rangers have won four games on the brink of elimination. The 
Hurricanes can’t win on the road, losing all six games away from PNC 
Arena (and winning every home game). Goal scorers from the Rangers 
came from every line. New York had the advantage in net to make up for 
its even-strength play in the second half.  

Key stat: Eleven skaters have fewer points than Shesterkin’s two in this 
series. Brett Pesce, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Tony DeAngelo and Jacob 
Trouba each have an assist. Braden Schneider, Justin Braun, K’Andre 
Miller, Kaapo Kakko, Kevin Rooney, Jaccob Slavin and Jesper Fast have 
all been held off the scoresheet.  

The moment it was over: Chytil’s second-period backhand goal could 
have been fitting here, seeing as he quickly reinstated the Rangers’ 
three-goal lead just after Skjei pulled the Canes closer two minutes 
earlier. But Carolina’s shots and scoring chances tested that. So when 
Artemi Panarin scored for the first time since the series-clinching goal in 
Game 7 of Round 1 in overtime, that’s when this game was really over. 
The Hurricanes would have had to beat Shesterkin four more times to 
pull ahead. 

The Rangers’ starter allowed six goals once in 53 games played in the 
regular season — back in November against Calgary. And he allowed 
that many against Pittsburgh in Game 4 of the first round. But here in 
Game 6, he was locked in. That’s why the chances of the Hurricanes 
getting four past him in the remaining 12 minutes seemed incredibly slim.  
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The moment of the game: DeAngelo, after the whistle blew midway 
through the third period, flipped the puck past Shesterkin. That’s basically 
a move straight out of a video game when you’re trying to annoy whoever 
you’re playing against. While it may have been an attempt to get under 
his opponent’s skin, it was also just undisciplined and led to an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. So instead of the Hurricanes getting a 
power play because Miller was called for tripping, play remained even.  

The Rangers know firsthand that DeAngelo can be effective when the 
offensive defender balances the disciplinary line. They also know how his 
game can get away from him when he can’t contain his emotions. The 
Hurricanes have learned that, too, including this postseason in Game 4 in 
Boston. Luckily for them, he rebounded the next tilt. That’s what the 
Hurricanes need in the series decider, otherwise he can quickly become 
a liability.  

Rangers Worry Meter:   … The Rangers stayed alive once more but 
have to find a way to win this series back in Raleigh. 

Hurricanes Worry Meter:    … Being the better team is only half of 
the battle when Shesterkin is goal, and the Hurricanes still can’t win on 
the road. 

Three stars 
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Gino Reda 20 Questions: On TSN, a golf cart accident and moustache 
maintenance 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald  

 

Almost five decades after Gino Reda moved with his family to Toronto 
from Sawtry, a small village in England, he found himself in front of a 
judge. He had become well-known to a subset of Canadians by then, and 
it did not take long for the judge to ask him a question: “What were you 
waiting for?” 

Reda, finally, was becoming a Canadian citizen. 

Now 61, he has been part of sports-watching Canadian households for 
decades, first with “Sportsline,” on Global Television, and then for his 
long service to TSN, where he hosted more than 3,000 episodes of the 
network’s flagship news program before moving into his role as host of 
“That’s Hockey.” 

Reda, who has two adult children, Luke and Kaylee, has also reported in 
the field. He was a fixture at the Dubin inquiry, which was held in the 
fallout from Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson’s positive steroid test at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics. He covered the Blue Jays in their early competitive 
seasons. 

He also once had a moustache, which not only became famous, but also 
became a vehicle for charity donations. 

Reda took time out from his busy schedule to field 20 Questions from 
The Athletic, talking about a golf cart accident, coaching a future 
politician and a call-in show with Mrs. Shanahan. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity) 

1. What is the key to a great moustache? 

(Reda laughs) Oh my gosh. The naivete to think it actually looks good. I 
think “great moustache” is an oxymoron. I look back at what my 
moustache looked like — and what I looked like when I had that ‘stache 
— and I think, “What was I thinking? In what world did I think: Yeah, that 
looks good, I’m going to go outside today, looking like this.” 

2. How much maintenance would that have taken for someone who 
works on the air? 

That’s a really great question. My bosses at TSN over the years, they 
said, “No problem, keep the moustache if you want, but you’ve got to trim 
it. You just have to trim it. When the hair starts falling over your lip, or 
starts scraggling up or shooting in different directions … you’ve got to 
trim it and maintain it.” 

3. Are you allowed to grow it back? 

I think if I asked bosses, they would say go ahead. My body wouldn’t 
allow me to grow it back right now, at least not a visible moustache. I did 
“Movember” a number of times, and the last time I tried it was probably 
four years ago. It is so grey and so white right now that it probably takes 
three weeks to actually become visible. Our makeup people offered, 
saying: “Why don’t we just put some mascara on it, or colour?” And I 
said: “If we’ve got to start colouring my moustache, that’s way too much 
maintenance. I’m out.” 

How it started… How it’s going… pic.twitter.com/oyIeMaQJv9 

— Gino Reda (@GinoRedaTSN) October 20, 2020 

4. What is a souvenir you wish you had kept from your early days at 
TSN? 

I wish I had kept my first contract. I was covering the Dubin Commission 
as a freelance reporter. And I was working on a per-shift salary. I was 
probably about a month-a-half into the Dubin Inquiry, and our senior guy, 
Don Wallace, called me into his office. I was like, ‘Uh-oh, I’ve said 
something wrong.” I was really nervous. I was new to the business, and 
there were all kinds of legal ramifications to anything I had to say during 
the steroid scandal. He calls me into the office and says, “We hired you 
here on a per-shift basis, figuring you’d probably do three shifts a week. 
You’re working seven days a week for this Dubin Inquiry. We’re paying 
you way too much … here’s your contract: Sign it.” He slid this contract 
over the table. There were no numbers ever discussed. I don’t — to this 
day — remember what it was. I signed the contract and slid it back to 
him. 

5. Everyone has a nickname: What’s yours? 

My closest friends just call me Gene. That’s probably it. Nothing fancy. 
Nothing that’s printable. 

6. Sue Knight hits a shot over the green at the 1993 Infiniti Canadian 
Women’s PGA Championship, at King Valley Golf Club … 

(Reda laughs) Oh no. Oh no. 

7. … Describe the controversy that followed. 

How did you find this? No one’s ever asked me about this before. We’re 
on a golf cart with our cameraman. We’re following the groups around 
the golf course. The ball went into this little ditch where the grass was 
really, really deep. They say — there was never any evidence of this — 
that we actually ran the ball over with the golf cart and plugged it. And I’m 
like, “There’s no way we drove into that ditch, there’s no way that 
happened.” It was very, very awkward, and very, very embarrassing, and 
I cannot believe you dug that up. 

8. Are you saying you did not drive over her ball with the golf cart? 

(Reda laughs) I’m saying … (Reda pauses) … I probably did. Looking the 
way it all played out, probably, yes. Confessions, years after the fact. 

9. What did you mean when you told viewers, in 1998, that covering the 
Blue Jays of the mid-’80s was “like going to the dentist every day.” 

It was tough, because it was a tough era. Some of the guys, I got along 
with very, very well. Other guys just deliberately made your life 
miserable. One of the guys was Dave Stieb. We would always speak to 
the starter, even if he only went three innings. Even if he only went three 
batters, we would always speak to the starter. It was, at that point, a 
requirement in the Jays organization. They wanted coverage, and they 
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were not going to say no to any interviews. We would be standing by his 
bunk waiting for him. Stieb was really big on coiffing his hair. He would 
get back to his bunk, and there’s a huge throng of us. Here’s a guy who’s 
probably been showered and changed for an hour because he got pulled 
so early, and yet he’s still making us wait. It’s like, ‘Dude, I need a 30-
second soundbite.” 

10. You were not going to be a dentist, but what were you going to be 
before you found broadcasting? 

There were a couple of different careers that I almost fell into. We didn’t 
have a lot of money as a family growing up. When I was 13, I started at 
the then-Skyline Hotel, on the airport strip, as a dishwasher. They pulled 
me out of the dishwashing stuff and said, “We need your help to chop 
vegetables.” I gradually made my way up. All the way through school, I 
worked at the Skyline Hotel and became really good friends with the 
head chef, Wolfgang, who went onto work in the Bahamas. And when I 
was 21 or 22, he said, “If you’d seriously consider cooking as a career, I 
would bring you down to the Bahamas and train you, and mentor you.” I 
got very close to that. Also, when I was going through high school, I went 
through some very difficult times and I got involved with an organization 
called Campus Life, that worked with troubled kids. I ended up as a 
volunteer, and then as a part-time staff with them in the Jamestown area 
in North Etobicoke. 

11. I’ve read you worked there for a while. 

I got involved there with some kids, and coached high school football. 
And for a couple of years, I worked full-time staff with them in the schools 
and worked with these kids. That almost became a full-time career. But 
then I just kind of hit a wall. It was really, really difficult to see what these 
kids were going through. I felt like I was helping as much as I could, but I 
felt like there was never enough I could do. 

12. How many provincial Premiers have you coached in high school 
football? 

(Reda laughs) Just the one. The current one. I coached Doug and Rob 
(Ford), both at Scarlett Heights, when I was working at Campus Life. 

13. Give me the scouting report on Doug Ford, high school football 
player. 

He was a great football player. He really was. He was very strong. Very 
physical. Robbie wasn’t such a great football player. He was a good kid, 
he worked really hard, but he wasn’t that kind of player. Doug had natural 
aggression that worked very well for him in football. He had a good 
career as a football player at Scarlett. 

14. I’ve read you describe him as mean on the field. 

He was mean on the field. He was exactly what we wanted out of a 
linebacker, out of a defensive player. There are certain things you can’t 
teach in football. You’re taking high school kids when they’re 14 years old 
and trying to say, “You’ve got to go out and hit there, you’ve got to be 
aggressive.” They’re tentative. You try to explain to them, “Don’t be 
tentative, because if you’re tentative somebody’s going to roll you over.” 
Doug fit perfectly into the, “I love rolling guys over, and that’s easy — just 
tell me where to go.” 

15. Was the football team any good? 

We were. We were city champions. 

16. You are hosting a Friday night show called “CitySports” on Toronto 
cable television in the early ’80s and you open up the phone lines: Who 
is almost certain to call in? 

Brendan Shanahan’s mom. Mrs. Shanahan was a regular caller. It was 
funny. Because the Shanahan boys — it’s important to remember there 
were multiple Shanahans — they were involved in lacrosse and hockey 
and other sports. We would open up the live lines to whatever sport you 
would want to talk about. And Mrs. Shanahan was a regular caller. She’d 
call and would say, “I think you guys should be covering these two guys 
more often.” Great opinions. She was always fiery. 

17. Was Mrs. Shanahan ever invited to be a panelist on the show? 

She was not invited to be a panelist on the show, but I’ve had many 
opportunities since then to meet her. I met her at the Etobicoke Sports 
Hall of Fame dinner. What a heart. Just a phenomenal person, and the 
Shanahan’s are lucky to have her as the matriarch of that family. 

18. You joined TSN in 1988, before it had sunk roots into Canadian 
broadcasting: What was the most unusual fringe sport that used to fill the 
airwaves? 

I did everything. I did field lacrosse, box lacrosse. Junior hockey. We did 
bowling, five-pin bowling. I remember one time at SkyDome, we did 
hurling … I remember calling this sport going, “I have no idea what’s 
going on.” 

19. After 34 years, how well can you break down a replay of a lumberjack 
competition? 

(Reda laughs) All I can say is, I hack away at it. I try my best. But to 
suggest I’m proficient at breaking down lumberjack competitions would 
be a huge stretch and, thankfully, not something I have to concern myself 
with anymore. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “Old sports anchors never die, they 
just …” 

Grow to appreciate everything that’s transpired over a hugely successful, 
blessed career. I find myself being unbelievably thankful for people I’ve 
met along the way, and relationships I’ve shared and developed. And 
super-excited about new people who are coming into the business who 
maybe would never have had the opportunity to come into the business. 
Four decades later, I remember what it was like to break into the 
business as one of the only Italians in broadcasting. Now I see the 
opportunities that are made available to people who should have every 
right to step into this industry. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rangers take advantage of Hurricanes' road struggles to 
set up pivotal Game 7 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes aren't going to have to win a road game to get 
to the Stanley Cup Final, but they sure aren't doing themselves any 
favours by making the path there as long and winding as it can be. 

In dropping Game 6 to New York 5-2 at Madison Square Garden, the 
Hurricanes are now 0-for-6 in away games these playoffs, becoming the 
first team in post-season history to start so poorly in road matches. 

Their home/road splits are eye-popping. While the Metropolitan Division 
champs average 3.57 goals for and 1.14 goals against at home, they are 
an entirely different version of themselves away from PNC Arena. In 
Boston and New York these playoffs, the Canes have averaged just 1.67 
goals for and a sky-high 4.33 goals against. 

The Hurricanes in Carolina, the Rather Blustery Days everywhere else. 
It's one of the most confusing conundrums of these playoffs for a team 
that was tied for the most road wins in the regular season. 

With a chance to close out the Rangers and have three days to rest and 
prepare for a Wednesday opener in Round 3 against Tampa Bay, the 
Hurricanes started well enough. They outshot the Rangers 8-2 early in 
the first period, had momentum on their side, and a glorious opportunity 
to open the scoring when Sebastian Aho sprinted to a breakaway. 
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But playoff momentum can be a precarious thing and one important play 
often swings it in wild directions. Enter New York's most important game 
breaker Igor Shesterkin, whose save in that moment may have been one 
of the most important plays of the game. 

Less than 20 seconds after this save, Tyler Motte opened the scoring on 
a long-range squeaker against Antti Raanta. A couple of minutes after 
that, Mika Zibanejad scored a power-play marker on a beautiful individual 
effort that extended his goals streak to four games, but again, it was a 
shot Raanta should have had, and the sort of softy Shesterkin wasn't 
surrendering at the other end. It was a sign of things to come and the 
main narrative of Game 6 -- the stark difference in goaltending was the 
reason why this is heading back to Carolina for the only Game 7 of 
Round 2. 

"That's him," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of his goalie. "He plays 
his best hockey when we give up a couple of breakaways in the first 
period and he's done it all year long. Makes me a little nervous, but he 
gets into the game and he focuses and he makes those key saves for us. 
It's not a surprise for us, but fortunately for us he makes those saves at 
key times and that gave us a 2-0 lead and a lot of confidence after the 
first period." 

While Raanta was pulled for rookie Pyotr Kochetkov after the Rangers 
made it 3-0 early in the second period, Shesterkin was all over the place 
in Game 6, his stop on Aho just the tip of the iceberg to his offerings. 
When the Canes pushed back, Shesterkin made big save after big save, 
ending the night with 37 stops. He became the fifth goalie in Stanley Cup 
Playoffs history to record two assists in a game and he even logged an 
interference penalty that stopped play when the Rangers were hemmed 
in their end with exhausted players stuck on the ice. 

What more could you want from your starting netminder? 

"It's always great to have a goalie whose next step is only to just start 
scoring goals," Panarin joked through a translator. 

Shesterkin, however, wasn't the first star in this game, an honour that 
went to 22-year-old Filip Chytil. The 21st overall pick from 2017 who has 
had a few years of slow, sometimes frustrating, development in New 
York was reunited on the kid line with Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko 
and though they were outchanced by their competition in the highest-
quality scoring areas of the ice, the trio outscored their opponents by a 
couple and Chytil notched the two back breakers. 

His first marker chased Raanta to make the game 3-0 and seemingly out 
of reach for Carolina. But the Canes pushed back, made it 3-1, and in a 
playoff year where insane comebacks have been almost expected, 
Carolina had another chance here to claw back in. But less than two 
minutes after the Hurricanes' first goal that could have pulled back some 
of that momentum, Chytil scored another off a beautiful play in which he 
outmuscled Brendan Smith in the corner for the puck, and then roofed an 
absolutely beautiful backhander over Kochetkov. 

Chytil finds top-shelf on backhand for his second of the period vs. 
Hurricanes 
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Artemi Panarin was a factor as well, scoring his first goal since the 
Round 1 series clincher against Pittsburgh and finishing with one of his 
more sustained, well-rounded efforts of Round 2. Zibanejad moved into a 
tie for third in playoff scoring across the league, and all of the support 
players up front showed out for New York -- with Motte scoring the 
opener, Andrew Copp contributing five shots, Ryan Reaves throwing his 
weight around in limited minutes and Frank Vatrano with the best Corsi 
numbers on the team. 

For most of the night, the Hurricanes were noticeably not themselves, out 
of sync, breaking down defensively at times, and continuing to struggle 
on the penalty kill. Their top-ranked regular season PK (88 per cent) is a 

middling 76.6 per cent in the playoffs. And like everything else, most of 
that has to do with Carolina's softer play on the road -- they have killed 
off nearly 90 per cent of their post-season penalties at home, but are 
under 68 per cent on the road. 

"It's frustrating we couldn't close it out," said Canes defenceman Brady 
Skjei. "We'll try and move on from this pretty quickly. We have a lot of 
confidence at home, like our record shows. We're excited and we'll be 
ready to go Monday." 

Given how well the Hurricanes have performed on home ice in these 
playoffs, this latest road loss is not likely indicative of anything that could 
be ahead in Game 7. 

The series now goes back to Carolina, where you think the pattern of 
things will favour the Hurricanes, who are unbeaten on home ice in these 
playoffs. The Rangers, however, have now won four straight elimination 
games after trailing the Penguins 3-1 in Round 1 and coming all the way 
back to take them down. New York's top players are shining, their depth 
players contributing, and their ace in net has a .949 save percentage this 
series. 

"That should be a battle," Gallant said. 

Whoever emerges victorious on Monday night will have a single off day 
before facing the back-to-back champs in Game 1 of the East Final on 
Wednesday, where the Lightning will be waiting with the benefit of nine 
days of rest. 

Will goaltending be the difference maker between Hurricanes and 
Rangers series? 
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If the Rangers win, we'll move on to a series that will pit two of the best 
playoff goalies against one another with Shesterkin facing down 
Vasilevskiy, countering the highly anticipated Nathan MacKinnon-Connor 
McDavid showdown on the other side of the bracket. If the Canes pull it 
out, it will be their first appearance in Round 3 since they were swept by 
Boston in 2019, and as Frederik Andersen practised this week, perhaps 
they could look forward to their starting goalie's return. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Was this Gaudreau's goodbye to Calgary? It did not feel 
like it 

 

Eric Francis  

 

CALGARY — The worrying began years ago, as did the lobbying. 

Asked who’s been pressing him the most to stay in Calgary, Johnny 
Gaudreau smiled. 

“Probably Tre,” chuckled Gaudreau of GM Brad Treliving.  

“It’s everywhere. It’s such a great city to play in. I mean, my next-door 
neighbours, pretty sure they were shovelling my snow all year just to get 
me back.  

“You go to Starbucks, you go out to eat, everyone is so welcoming and 
really wants me back here. And it’s great. That’s what you want to hear. 

“That’s what you want people to think of you, that they want you on their 
team. It’s a little overwhelming at times, but it’s great to hear. I love it.” 
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After hearing him speak Saturday, you get a strong sense that the love 
he’s being shown matters. 

And its reciprocal, as he reiterated in his strongest words to date, how 
much this city and the organization has meant to him. 

That won’t be easy to say goodbye to. 

If this was his farewell press conference as a Flame, it sure didn’t feel 
like it. 

“Obviously, Calgary has a special place in my heart,” said Gaudreau, 28, 
who is slated to be an unrestricted free agent July 13. 

“I’ve been part of this organization for 11 years now. Ever since Day 1 I 
got here, the fans, the organization, my teammates, even you guys (the 
media). Sometimes, when I’m playing bad, you guys give me a hard time. 
But that’s alright. But everything about this city I love. My wife loves it 
here.  

“You guys can tell on Twitter, my uncle, my dad, my mom, my sisters, my 
brother, everyone loves Calgary. It’s a special place in our heart and we 
love it here, so we’ll see what happens. 

“I’ll sit down with my agent this week sometime and figure out what’s best 
for me and my family.”  

Gaudreau said he said a sad goodbye to all his teammates Saturday 
morning because “you never know what’s going to happen.” But he 
insists he hasn’t spent the last few weeks or months with that “last 
dance” mentality that his time in town is about to come to an end.   

“I didn’t sit in the locker room and keep my jersey on or stare up in the 
stands,” said Gaudreau. 

“That’s something that I didn’t really think of. I do have a big decision and 
we’ll see what happens in the next few weeks, but I love it here. I love the 
fans. I love the city. But I never really had that moment where I was like, 
‘This is it for me.’” 

What’s best for an organization that took significant strides this year, 
thanks to Gaudreau’s 115-point season, is a long-term deal locking up 
the pending free agent for the rest of his career. 

Treliving knows it, doubling down Saturday on his desire to “move 
heaven and earth” to get Gaudreau signed. 

“I've said this, and I've said it to John, I think he's a Calgary Flame and 
we want to make him a Calgary Flame for a long time, and we're going to 
do everything we possibly can to make that happen,” said Treliving. 

“We saw what he's capable of. I've believed in this guy since the day I 
walked through the doors here. Certainly, that's an important piece of 
business that we've got to take care of. 

“I think he's got a chance to be one of the greatest to play in the history of 
the franchise. And there's been some great ones. So, we're hopeful we 
can get it done.”  

This time there will be no discount, like the $6.75 million deal he’s been 
playing on for six years. 

This time the bidding is against 31 other teams, many with better tax 
situations and weather, which means that eighth year the Flames can 
offer (as per the CBA) will likely be instrumental. Eight times $10 million 
seems a nice round number for everyone. 

Money isn’t the real question. 

Desire is. 

Gaudreau on the city of Calgary, legacy with the Flames 
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If he wants to continue playing halfway across the continent from his New 
Jersey home, it can easily be worked out. 

But if the grass appears greener elsewhere, little could stop him from 
moving. 

That said, the man who just scored one of the most iconic goals in 
franchise history admitted Saturday that his legacy in Calgary matters to 
him. 

“Yeah, it’s important,” said Gaudreau, who would re-write the team’s 
record book and likely finish as the greatest player in team lore if he 
stays. 

“Whether I’m here for the next years or not, who knows what happens? 
But when my time does end here, I hope people remember me as a good 
person off the ice, a good teammate and just a good person. People can 
think what I did on the ice, but for me personally, I just want people to 
know how grateful I am for them welcoming me here and hopefully it’s a 
few more years here and they can get stuck with me.”  

The team’s success this year is also an important piece to this puzzle, as 
he knows that his return would keep the league’s top line, and a very 
good core group in Calgary, intact.    

“I’ve been here for 11 years and haven’t got to that ultimate goal and it’s 
been a while since they’ve won here so I think that would be pretty 
special, to win a Cup here,” said the club’s fourth round flier from 2011. 

Gaudreau responds to who lobbied him the most to stay 'Probably Tre' 
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“It’s something that I kind of dreamed about my whole life, and Calgary is 
a great place to do it.”  

Asked if players generally lobby teammates to stay in town, Blake 
Coleman’s answer was telling. 

“If it’s Johnny Gaudreau, you do,” he smiled. 

“He’s such a big part of this team. In my talks with him, trying to have him 
understand what a legacy he could leave in Calgary if he stays. You 
could probably already put his jersey up in the rafters. Eight more years 
of Johnny, he’d be cemented forever. And I think that’s something that’s 
important to him.  

“However it shakes out, he deserves that, and he deserves to be taken 
care of with his family.  

“We’re all friends and we want what’s best for each other but we’re all 
fingers crossed that Johnny’s in red next year.” 

It’s now up to him and his wife to decide if Calgary is where they want to 
raise a young family and finish his playing days.   

“I probably won’t think about it for a couple days here,” said Gaudreau. 

“Obviously, it’s still fresh that we lost. I don’t know anything other than 
Calgary, you know? In September, I fly to Calgary, play hockey. And then 
at the end of the season, I go home and spend time with family. It’s all 
I’ve known for the past 11 years and it’s kind of a big decision here and 
I’m just going to try to figure out what’s best for me first, and my family, 
and go from there. But Calgary is a special place for me and I do really, 
really love it here.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why Mark Messier sees 'massive growth' 
with Maple Leafs 
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Luke Fox  

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. It was not a distinct kicking 
motion. 

1. Mark Messier knows. 

The six-time Stanley Cup champ believes the Toronto Maple Leafs “took 
a massive step forward” this season, despite their sixth consecutive one-
and-done exit from the playoffs. 

During a great appearance on The Fan Morning Show Thursday, Messier 
said past incarnations of the Maple Leafs were simply not committed to 
playing the brand of hockey needed to win in spring. 

He used the Tampa Bay Lightning’s four-game closeout of the Florida 
Panthers as a prime example of that dedication: the details in execution, 
the blocking of shots, the egoless five-man support, the clutch saves and 
the unrattled mindset. 

“Without that, you’re not going to win a Stanley Cup. You’re not going to 
back into a Stanley Cup. You’re not going to win a Stanley Cup because 
it’s your turn. You earn the Stanley Cup — that’s the only way you win,” 
Messier drilled home. 

“When I watched the Leafs this year, I noticed a remarkable difference in 
the attitude and the body language of (Mitch) Marner, of (Auston) 
Matthews, of (Morgan) Rielly. They were playing at a much more intense 
pace than they had in the other (series). It meant more. The sting hurt 
them more. The loss hurt them more. Those are all things that you hope 
help teams grow.” 

Messier knows. 

I remember speaking to the Maple Leafs’ young stars after they had lost 
Game 7 in TD Garden in 2018. They seemed to take that defeat, 
relatively, in stride. Why not? The future was still bright. 

The loss to Tampa, however, left them gutted. Their small voices and red 
eyes at the podium made you feel for their pain. 

“For me, they got beat by an incredible hockey team with a lot of 
championship DNA and a goaltender that may go down as the best ever. 
So, I don’t think there’s any shame for the Leafs losing this year,” 
Messier said. 

“I saw massive growth.” 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

2. Darryl Sutter was asked if the best team won the Battle of Alberta. 

“The best player won the series for them,” he responded. 

Love the quote, but it’s inaccurate. 

“The role players on the Oilers have an impact on the series,” said 
Messier, who credits coach Jay Woodcroft for empowering the whole 
bench. 

“We’re seeing that from the Oilers for the first time in a long time.” 

Yes, Connor McDavid has taken a Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 
flamethrower to this post-season. But to diminish the contributions of the 
supporting cast is to do them a disservice. 

Leon Draisaitl: 17 points in five games. 

Zach Hyman: six goals and eight points in five games. 

Evander Kane: five goals in five games. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins: six points in five games. 

Evan Bouchard: three goals in five games from the back end. 

Darnell Nurse: averaged 21 minutes a night and finished a plus-4 against 
some of the most dangerous offensive players in the regular season. 

And then there was the dramatic (and unexpected) difference in net. 

Mike Smith’s .907 save percentage may not leap off the page, but it 
crushed Vezina finalist Jacob Markstrom’s horrendous .852. 

3. “A lot of pride comes with being able to say you played with one 
organization for most, if not, all of your career,” Bryan Rust told reporters 
upon re-signing with the Pittsburgh Penguins and skipping out on a free-
agent bidding war. 

We say the Penguins should be the proud ones here, as they locked up a 
point-per-game asset for a bargain $5.125-million AAV over six seasons. 
That Rust’s no-move clause disappears after three years — and that his 
actual salary declines as well — makes the forward more movable if age 
catches up to him. 

A fine bit of business by GM Ron Hextall here that should look even 
better when UFA forwards like Johnny Gaudreau and Nazem Kadri break 
someone’s bank. 

Rust plays an understated, dependable, versatile two-way game and is 
always a plus. 

"Hockey-wise, the staff, the owners, management, players, coaches — 
everybody does such a good job of making Pittsburgh an unbelievable 
place to play,” Rust said. 

“We get treated so well; we get pretty much everything that we can want. 
That definitely played a big factor.” 

4. Due to their recoveries from off-season surgery, the 2022-23 season 
will be deprived of Tom Wilson and Brad Marchand for its first couple of 
months. 

We’re going to be forced to invent controversy, aren’t we? 

5. The final four TV markets: Edmonton, Denver, Tampa, and leaning 
toward Raleigh. 

The NHL might not be exactly thrilled about the number of smaller cities 
involved in the business half of its playoff tournament and would probably 
like to see a Rangers rally this weekend. 

From a marketing-the-stars angle, however, the Western Conference 
final could not be juicier. 

Connor McDavid versus Nathan MacKinnon, with both speeding stars 
scoring electric goals and finally leading their respective organizations 
over a second-round hump that has lingered for 16 years in Edmonton 
and 20 years in Colorado. 

The firepower on both sides is off the charts. 

Thank goodness the first four games of the series will feature 8 p.m. ET 
starts. This will be appointment television. 

6. The most obvious selling angle in the East, which delivered two 
comparatively tame second-round series (in drama, in controversy and in 
goal-scoring), is the Lightning’s bid for a three-peat. 

Though hardly considered an underdog, Tampa will start a third 
consecutive series on the road. (Fun fact: If the Oilers and Bolts are both 
victorious in Round 3, the Bolts could wait until the Cup final to have 
home-ice advantage for the first time in these playoffs.) 
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So many great stats flying around during the Lightning’s run of 10 
consecutive series wins, but none more telling than this one. 

In the regular season, the Florida Panthers scored more goals than any 
team in the salary-cap era (337). They were not shut out once … until 
their season was on the line in Game 4, and Andrei Vasilevskiy did the 
Andrei Vasilevskiy thing. 

In the Battle of Florida handshake line, Jon Cooper told Andrew Brunette, 
in an almost apologetic tone, that his goalie stole that game. 

That’s not the full story. 

The Lightning blocked 12.56 shots per 60 minutes in the regular season 
(22nd overall). That figure leaped to 16.28 in the playoffs — the most of 
any Eastern club that survived Round 1. 

A telling bit from Cooper’s Game 4 pump-up speech to his players was 
captured in Quest for the Stanley Cup: 

Take the risk out of our game. We don’t need it. They will put enough risk 
in their game that we will capitalize. It’s exhausting to play against us — 
when you’re defending, when you’re into guys, when you’re on top, when 
you’re giving them no time and space. 

Just think about it. You think about how f------ hard it is for us to play that 
way. How hard is it for them to play against us when we’re doing that? 

7. Another great moment from the NHL’s behind-the-scenes mini docu-
series took place in the Panthers’ room pre-game. 

Assistant equipment manager Thomas Anderson jumped out of a laundry 
bin situated in the middle of the visitors’ room like a jack-in-the-box. He 
was holding a WWE-style belt. He let loose into an enthusiastic roll call of 
the starting lineup that had the boys in stitches. 

Sure, the Panthers might need to learn a thing or two about winning, but 
they might well be the champions of having fun. 

8. How loose is this legend of a man they call Pat Maroon? 

Minutes prior to puck drop for Game 6 of Round 1, with the Lightning’s 
season on the ropes against Toronto, I spotted Maroon in the bowels of 
Amalie Arena banging away on mascot ThunderBug’s electric-blue drum. 

Just because it was there. Because it would give him a chuckle. 

Maroon has 14 consecutive playoff series wins — matching his sweater 
number. 

9. I appreciate Brunette’s honesty in saying he learned a lot from the 
sweep, and the interim coach did a fabulous job in the regular season 
under some unforeseen circumstances. 

And yet, despite his desire to remain behind the bench and the support of 
his players, Brunette has not been given an endorsement from GM Bill 
Zito. 

“We respect him a lot. We love to play for him,” captain Aleksander 
Barkov told reporters, following the loss. “We love to work hard for him, 
and we had a lot of fun doing it. 

“Everyone in the room loves Bruno, and hopefully he will stay here for 
next season and more to come.” 

Understandably, Zito will be tempted to peek at the accomplished field of 
free agents — Barry Trotz, Paul Maurice, Claude Julien, Rick Tocchet, 
John Tortorella, Peter DeBoer, a Joel Quenneville return? — before 
making a decision. 

Brunette struggled to find offence when it mattered most, and Florida’s 
deadly power play dried up like a raisin in the sun. The Cats looked less 
inspired, less desperate than their cross-state counterparts. 

10. So, Brunette is a finalist for the Jack Adams Award, alongside Gerard 
Gallant and Darryl Sutter. If Gallant’s Rangers can’t rip off a two-game 

win streak, none of the NHL’s three best coaches will have made the 
semifinals. 

Voting on the best coach before the playoffs begin is like reading out the 
honour roll before final exams. 

The true coaching test comes head-to-head in adapting and outsmarting 
your opponent over a series of momentum swings. 

Cooper is the longest-tenured bench boss by 208 games. He’s chasing a 
fourth final appearance and third banner. He’s never won a Jack Adams. 

11. More Andrew news! 

New York Rangers rental Andrew Copp is looking like the smartest mid-
season pickup east of Evander Kane. 

The former Jet has scored 13 goals and 28 points in 28 games since the 
trade. He’s also a plus-15 that kills penalties. Copp has more playoff 
goals (five) than Artemi Panarin (three) and fellow UFA Ryan Strome 
(one) combined. 

No wonder GM Chris Drury is trying to make him more than just a rental. 

“Sometimes we get too cute, and we get fancy, and we try those plays up 
high. But when we get people going to the net, things open up. That’s 
what he does real well,” Gallant praises. 

Smart Winnipeg fans will be rooting for Copp on Saturday. 

If the Rangers rally to defeat the Hurricanes in this series, one of the 
second-rounders the Jets received in the trade will get upgraded to a 
first-round pick. 

12. Seeing William Nylander at the world championships just hits 
different: 
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TSN.CA / Flames make final pitches to Gaudreau as free agency looms 

 

Salim Valji 

 

With the Calgary Flames’ season now over, the franchise can focus its 
attention on one of the biggest questions in its history: Will pending free 
agent Johnny Gaudreau re-sign with the club, or will the star test free 
agency? 

For his part, Gaudreau re-stated his love for the city on Saturday. 

“I’ve been here for 11 years and haven’t got to that ultimate goal and it’s 
been a while since they’ve won here so I think that would be pretty 
special — to win a Cup here,” he said.  

“It’s something that I kind of dreamed about my whole life, and Calgary is 
a great place to do it.”  

Calgary is the only NHL team he has ever known, and even Gaudreau 
did not seem ready for the possibility of putting on a different sweater. 

“It’s all I’ve known for the past 11 years and it’s kind of a big decision 
here and I’m just going to try to figure out what’s best for me first and my 
family and go from there,” he said. 

“But Calgary is a special place for me and I do really, really love it here.”  

Brad Treliving and Gaudreau’s agent, Lewis Gross, kept talks out of the 
public eye during the season. With free agency looming, the urgency to 
have an answer from Gaudreau has only grown. 
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“I've said this - and I've said it to John - I think he's a Calgary Flame and 
we want to make him a Calgary Flame for a long time,” Treliving said.  

“We're going to do everything we possibly can to make that happen. We 
saw what he's capable of. I've believed in this guy since the day I walked 
through the doors here. Certainly, that's an important piece of business 
that we've got to take care of." 

Teammates have also been making their pitches all season, including 
two-time Stanley Cup champion Blake Coleman, who brought up how he 
could be remembered. 

“He’s such a big part of this team,” Coleman said.  

“In my talks with him, [I am] trying to have him understand what a legacy 
he could leave in Calgary if he stays. You could probably already put his 
jersey up in the rafters. Eight more years of Johnny , he’d be cemented 
forever. And I think that’s something that’s important to him.” 

Despite the magnitude of the moment, Gaudreau did not dwell on the 
future during the Edmonton series. 

“I didn’t sit in the locker-room and keep my jersey on or stare up in the 
stands,” he said.  

“That’s something that I didn’t really think of.” 

Gaudreau is just one of several major contracts Treliving must maneuver 
during the off-season. Linemate Matthew Tkachuk is also coming off a 
career year and needs a new contract a year from unrestricted free 
agency. Tkachuk said he’d be open to remaining in Calgary long-term. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “I've loved it here. I've grown up here.” 

“At the end of the day, you live in a cap world where you've got 23 
mouths to feed,” Treliving said, of the two big contracts. “You treat 
everybody fairly, but not everybody gets treated the same. Or they'd all 
make the same. It's a puzzle.” 

What is clear is that the Flames will ante up whatever amount needed to 
keep No. 13 in red and white. What remains to be seen is if Gaudreau 
will commit. Saturday’s comments hinted at optimism. 

“You guys can tell on Twitter — my uncle, my dad, my mom, my sisters, 
my brother, everyone loves Calgary,” he said. 

The tight-knit Calgary group seems to have accepted the outcome, 
regardless of if he’s friend or foe come the fall. 

“It’s a business and we all get it,” Coleman said.  

“I didn’t know I’d be in Calgary last season. Who knows what’s in the 
future for him.” 
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