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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta injured in second period of Game 7; Kochetkov in relief 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes, beaten by the New York Rangers 
in Game 7 of their playoff series Monday, lost goalie Antti 
Raanta to an injury that could have ended his playoffs had 
the Canes advanced. 

Raanta was first involved in a second-period play in the 
crease in which he was cross-checked by the Rangers’ Chris 
Kreider. There was no call and Raanta then attempted to 
make a quick move to his right, only to suffer his an apparent 
lower-body injury with 4:23 left in the period. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 6-2 loss that 
Raanta’s injury appeared to be serious enough to have kept 
him out of games had the Canes won and moved into the 
Eastern Conference finals. 

“No chance,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s going to get checked 
out (Tuesday) but he would have been out probably. I don’t 

know for sure but he didn’t look too good walking out of here, 
or limping out.” 

Raanta had to be helped to the bench while rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov entered the game. Kochetkov, who played in 
Game 6 in New York, soon allowed the Rangers’ third goal 
as New York took a 3-0 lead. 

Raanta allowed two goals on 17 shots as the Rangers twice 
scored on the power play in the first period for a 2-0 lead. He 
was pulled from Game 6 early in the second period after the 
Rangers had taken a 3-0 lead. 

The Canes earlier Monday lost forward Seth Jarvis to an 
upper-body injury after a hit by defenseman Jacob Trouba in 
the first period. As he struggled to get back to the bench, the 
Canes were whistled for having too many men on the ice and 
the Rangers scored on the ensuing power play for a 2-0 
lead. 

“That was a tough blow in this game,” Brind’Amour said.

 

Four seasons of Hurricanes progress ends with Game 7 collapse to Rangers in Round 2 

By Luke DeCock 

By the time the handshakes were finished, many of the seats 
had emptied, other than a few masochists and jubilant blue-
clad New York Rangers fans chanting “Igor!” Not many 
people were interested in sticking around to applaud the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ season, abbreviated as it had suddenly 
become. 

This was a missed opportunity, a precious chance 
squandered, and everyone knew it, from the ice on up. 

It’s easy to say the Hurricanes will be back, a few more times 
at least with this group, but this was a good chance, as good 
as they might ever have, and they were nowhere close to 
rising to the moment before the really big moments even 
arrived. 

This once-promising postseason ended Monday night with 
an embarrassing Game 7 loss and an unacceptably early 
exit, a 6-2 loss to the New York Rangers that started poorly 
and managed to get worse. For the first time since Rod 
Brind’Amour took over behind the bench, the Hurricanes’ 
steady upward climb has not only stopped, but regressed. 

This wasn’t the catastrophe losing to Boston would have 
been, but it’s not all that far behind. It’s one thing to lose to 
an unequivocally superior opponent, as the Hurricanes did 
the past three postseasons. The same might have been true 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning again, if the Hurricanes 
have gotten that far — although at some point soon the 
Hurricanes are going to have to climb that mountain, if 
they’re ever going to climb it. 

But this was different. The Hurricanes earned home-ice 
advantage in the regular season, were favored against both 
the Bruins and the Rangers, and another shot at the 
Lightning would and should have been a natural progression 
for this franchise. 

It was time to move forward, to push ahead, to take the next 
step. 

“Every year, this, when it ends, it’s always tough,’ 
Brind’Amour said. “Tougher maybe, because I felt like we 
were in a different spot this year. It wasn’t that I felt like we 
were better than anybody, but we weren’t worse. We were 
right there. That makes it a little tougher. And it’s another 
chance, I don’t want to say lost, but another year where you 
don’t get that chance.” 

Instead, progress has stalled as they watched the Rangers 
go whooshing past. And why? Because many of the players 
on which this franchise’s success has been constructed 
failed to deliver when it mattered most. 

Not just in Game 7, although that was certainly true of Andrei 
Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen and 
Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
but in all the road games this postseason where the 
Hurricanes had opportunity after opportunity and failed to 
convert. 

The Hurricanes let the Bruins hang around and got away 
with it. They let the Rangers hang around and did not get 
away with it. They spent this entire postseason messing 
around. Monday, they found out. 
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Despite their record at home, despite their six straight Game 
7 wins, anything can happen in one game. 

Monday, most of the things that happened were very bad. 

Like giving up two power-play goals in the first period while 
going 0-for-2 on their own opportunities. Like Seth Jarvis 
getting concussed by Jacon Trouba and Martin Necas 
jumping on the ice for a too-many-men penalty while Jarvis 
crawled back to the bench, or Antti Raanta tearing something 
— Groin? Knee? — so badly he had to be pushed off the ice. 

As the maxim says, things can always get worse. Pyotr 
Kotchetkov made the first save after Raanta went down, 
Svechnikov whiffed at the end of an odd-man rush at the 
other end and the Rangers came down and scored to make 
it 3-0. For the first time this postseason, the Hurricanes really 
missed Frederik Andersen. 

It was all over then but the handshakes. 

“A seven-game series, you would think the right team wins,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “Our five-on-five play 
is there and I feel like we can play with anyone in the league 
and dominate. We found a way to beat ourselves.” 

It’s easy to say this was a team capable of so much more, 
based on the way the regular season went, based on the 

hard-earned experience of the past three postseasons, but 
you are what your record says you are: 7-7 and a great 
disappointment, another wasted season with a core that still 
seems young … but the clock is surely ticking. 

The defense was fine. The goaltending, even without 
Andersen, was fine until it wasn’t. But the young forwards 
who are supposed to be the most exciting part of this team 
utterly failed to deliver when it mattered most. 

“Do we have elite goal-scorers? Maybe not. But we have 
great players,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re built a little 
differently than some other teams. That’s OK. You’ve got to 
play to your strengths. I think we did that and it didn’t work 
out. Going into tonight there were five teams playing. That 
says something. Obviously we’ve got to come back next year 
and be better.” 

There are difficult decisions ahead, with what to do about 
Tony DeAngelo and Nino Niederreiter atop the list. Some, 
like Trocheck’s departure as a free agent and cutting bait 
with Necas, should be easier. But the hard question will still 
have to be asked: If these cornerstone players can’t beat the 
Rangers, are they really as good as the Hurricanes think 
they are?

 

Which Hurricanes will return? After second-round loss, Carolina begins looking forward 

By Chip Alexander 

Beaten in Game 7 by the New York Rangers on Monday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes lined up for the traditional postgame 
handshake line that ends every playoff series. 

The question now: How many of those Canes players soon 
will be shaking hands with teammates they’ll not be seeing in 
the home locker room next season? 

It’s an inevitable question. The Canes’ season ended with a 
6-2 loss to the Rangers, and it didn’t take long to turn the 
page and start thinking of next season and the guesswork of 
how the roster and lineup will shake out. 

“I’d love to keep all these guys and come back at it again, but 
it’s probably not going to happen,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Monday. “That’s just the way it goes.” 

Forwards Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi 
and Derek Stepan are due to become unrestricted free 
agents. So, too, are defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith. 

Forwards Martin Necas and Steven Lorentz are restricted 
free agents along with defensemen Tony DeAngelo and 
Ethan Bear. Their negotiations with management could be 
interesting. 

There’s going to be change. But, how much? 

“We said this last year and we got nine new guys,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You don’t know how it’s going to work 
out. Hockey’s a business and guys got to do what they’ve got 
to do.” 

Last Summer’s Changes 

The Canes went through an extensive makeover before this 
season. They restructured their goaltending, signing Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. They added Stepan, Cole and 
Smith, three veteran players and free agents, on one-year 
contracts. They traded Warren Foegele to Edmonton for 
Bear. 

The Canes did not re-sign defenseman Dougie Hamilton, 
who became the top free agent on the market. Instead, 
Carolina signed DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million free-
agent contract despite considerable backlash from some of 
their fans who were unhappy with DeAngelo’s past. 

In a surprising move, Carolina made an offer sheet for 
Montreal’s Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The Canes then added the 
center when the Canadiens did not match the one-year, $6.1 
million offer. 

Another new face: forward Seth Jarvis. The rookie quickly 
impressed with his speed, skill and willingness to play big 
despite being a smaller guy, making the Canes’ roster. 

Once together, the Hurricanes won a franchise-record 54 
games and set a record with 116 points in winning the 
Metropolitan Division. Everyone, from Brind’Amour down, 
said their only goal was winning the Stanley Cup. They 
believed they could do it. 

“It’s frustrating, it’s definitely a bummer, to have the caliber of 
the team we had and not go farther,” defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said Monday. 

Slavin, in a somber tone, noted it was a close team, one that 
enjoyed playing and competing together, that enjoyed each 
other’s company. 
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“The group of guys we have is awesome,” Slavin said. 
“Management and the coaching staff have done a great job 
of bringing in high-quality hockey players and high-quality 
people as well. 

“We’ll see how things shake out in the offseason. It’s a 
bummer. If some of those guys aren’t back it’s a bummer 
because we have such a tight-knit group in there.” 

Difficult Decisions 

Canes general manager Don Waddell will have tough 
decisions to make. Will Trocheck or Niederreiter be re-
signed? What about DeAngelo, who replaced Hamilton’s 
offense with 10 goals and 51 points? 

Necas had an inconsistent third NHL season. How does he 
figure in the Canes’ plans moving forward? Or Bear, who 
didn’t get in a game for the Canes in the playoffs? 

Andrei Svechnikov and Kotkaniemi have been signed to 
long-term contracts — Svechnikov for $7.75 million per year 
and Kotkaniemi for $4.82 million. But there will be cap issues 
to resolve in fitting together a lineup for 2022-23, and players 
will be moved in and out. 

But Monday night, their season over in such a disappointing 
fashion, it was tough for the Canes to try and contemplate 
such things. 

“We had a lot of fun together,” center Sebastian Aho said. 
“Every day was awesome to come to the rink and be with 
this group. 

“It (stinks) obviously that every time you’re done, you know 
there’s not going to be the same guys. But it’s part of hockey. 
And life goes on.”

 

Hurricanes offense falls flat at home, season ends in Game 7 playoff loss to Rangers 

By Chip Alexander 

This time, the Carolina Hurricanes were burned. 

This time, they could not rely on home ice to help keep their 
season alive in a Game 7 in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The New York Rangers were the better team Monday in the 
deciding game of the second round, winning 6-2 at PNC 
Arena behind goalie Igor Shesterkin and handing the 
Hurricanes a bitter defeat. 

The Hurricanes were 7-0 on home ice in the playoffs, turning 
back the Boston Bruins in Game 7 in the opening round and 
winning the first three games against the Rangers. But their 
inability to win a road game — the Canes were 0-6 in the 
playoffs — put them in a win-or-else position Monday and 
they were outplayed and beaten. 

“Every year when it ends it’s always tough,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Tough for me, because it felt like we 
were in a different spot this year. I felt we were right there.” 

It hurt the Canes that rookie forward Seth Jarvis was injured 
in the first period and knocked out of the game. It really stung 
when goalie Antti Raanta, who played so well much of the 
playoffs, left late in the second period with a lower-body 
injury. 

The Rangers got power-play goals from Adam Fox and Chris 
Kreider in the first period for a 2-0 lead, then added a third 
from Ryan Strome in the second to push the lead to 3-0. 
When Kreider scored a second goal, in the third period, the 
game had been decided. 

The Canes had their even-strength chances and three power 
plays in the first two periods, but did not get the puck past a 
goalie who is a finalist for the Hart and Vezina trophies until 
the third -- after the game had been decided. 

Vincent Trocheck scored on a power play, finally giving 
Canes fans something to cheer, but the Rangers quickly 

responded as Filip Chytil scored for a 5-1 lead. Max Domi, 
the Canes’ Game 7 hero against the Bruins, added a goal in 
the final four minutes. 

It was a miserable finish for the Canes, who set franchise 
records for wins and points in the regular season and beat 
out the Rangers to win the Metropolitan Division. 

“I’m very proud of the group, overall,” Brind’Amour said. “A 
phenomenal year, just the way the guys played every game 
from the start of preseason all the way to now. They gave 
everything they had. I’m super proud of the steps we took 
this year and the group in general.” 

Jarvis took a punishing hit from defenseman Jacob Trouba 
and suffered an upper-body injury. Raanta’s injury forced 
rookie Pyotr Kochetkov into the game for a second straight 
game. 

The Hurricanes were 7-0 in Game 7’s since moving to North 
Carolina in 1997 and had former goalie Cam Ward, who had 
a 4-0 Game 7 record, sound the warning siren before the 
game. 

None of that mattered once the game began. The Canes’ 
Sebastian Aho was called for hooking 1:42 into the game, 
and Fox beat Raanta to the glove side with two seconds 
remaining on the power play. 

The Jarvis injury might have been the turning point of the 
game. Jarvis struggled to return to the bench and the Canes, 
who were in a change, were called for too many men on the 
ice for their second penalty. 

Kreider redirected a Mika Zibanejad shot early in the power 
play and the Canes were in a 2-0 hole. 

The Rangers were 1-for-7 on the power play in losing the 
first three games at PNC Arena, but were 2-2 in the first 
period Monday. The Canes were left to chase the game and 
never recovered.
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Rangers advance to Eastern Conference final after dominating Hurricanes in Game 7 

The New York Rangers advanced to the Eastern Conference 
final with a 6-2 win over the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday 
night, winning the series in seven games. 

Chris Kreider scored two goals en route to the victory. The 
Rangers forward has 15 career goals in elimination games. 
Kreider recorded 52 goals and 25 assists in 81 games 
played during the regular season. 

"We're like cockroaches. We just didn't go away," Kreider 
said. "We won't go away. That's been a characteristic of 
every good team I've been on." 

The Hurricanes dealt with several injuries in Game 7. 
Forward Seth Jarvis left the game with an upper-body injury 
after taking a hit from Rangers defensemen Jacob Trouba. 
Carolina goalie Antti Raanta exited the game in the second 
period and did not return, needing to be helped off the ice. 

The Rangers will take on the Tampa Bay Lightning in the 
Eastern Conference final. The Rangers were 3-0 against the 
Lightning during the regular season. 

Game 1 is on Wednesday at 8 p.m. ET. 

How did the Rangers win Game 7? 

Arthur Staple, New York hockey columnist: Much the same 
way they won Game 6, really.  

Igor Shesterkin clamped down on the Hurricanes in the 
opening period and the Rangers scored a couple of 
opportunistic first-period goals, leaving Carolina frustrated 
early and needing to try anything and everything to make it 
back into the game.  

Once Shesterkin showed his strength, this one was over. 

Evaluating Chris Kreider's performance 

Staple: Kreider came in with just one goal in the first six 
games of the series and a minimal impact. But the Rangers' 
most senior player has a track record in these elimination 
games — he now has 15 career playoff goals in such games, 
just one fewer than all-time NHL leader Mark Messier.  

Kreider's two goals weren't cheap ones either. They were big 
parts of this Game 7 win. 

How do the Rangers match up with Tampa? 

Staple: It may seem like a bit of a mismatch with the two-time 
defending champs gunning for a third straight Stanley Cup. 
But Shesterkin can match Andrei Vasilevskiy save for save 
and the Rangers can engage in a defensive battle with 
anyone.  

The Rangers seem to play their best with their backs to the 
wall and the oddsmakers and pundits have already put them 
there before the Eastern Conference final has even begun. 

Biggest offseason questions for the Hurricanes 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: The Canes are facing 
several essential questions this offseason, especially with so 
many contracts expiring. Is Freddie Andersen's injury — and 
repeat history of injury timing — serious enough to warrant 
shopping around for another starter?  

Tony DeAngelo led the Canes in points in the first round and 
disappeared in the second round. What does this mean for 
his RFA negotiations?  

Will the Canes re-sign Vincent Trocheck or Nino 
Niederreiter? Both? Neither?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

Hurricanes’ lack of elite goal scoring exposed in Game 7 loss to Rangers 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal held back tears as he 
addressed the media after Carolina’s 6-2 loss to the Rangers 
in Game 7 on Monday. 

He knew it, you knew it, we all knew it: The Canes had to be 
much better if they were to advance to the Eastern 
Conference finals. 

“Did we want to get to a Game 7? No,” he said. “We had a 
great start to the series, but we’ve got to find a way to steal 
one on the road, which we didn’t. Tonight there were some 
bounces, and everyone wasn’t quite there, including myself.” 

This time, there were no compelling bounces to hide behind. 
The Canes allowed two power-play goals eight minutes into 
the game, and even though they contained the Rangers well 
enough after that in the first period, containment is just not 
good enough this time of year. Overall, nothing they tried for 
the remaining 52 minutes inspired a true comeback effort. 

“We were chasing it again,” Staal said. “And chasing it is not 
easy.” 

Carolina’s playoff run was oddly tough to watch. It was 
something about having to rally in games, the whiplash of the 
7-1 home record and a winless road record and the 
expectations placed on the Hurricanes during their fourth 
consecutive crack at the Stanley Cup. 

“Every year when it ends is always tough. It’s tougher maybe 
because I felt like we were in a different spot this year,” head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It wasn’t that we were better 
than everybody, but I felt like we weren’t worse. We were 
right there. That makes it maybe a little tougher. It’s another 
chance, I don’t want to say lost, but it’s another year where 
you don’t get that chance.” 

If the Canes had won, they would have become the first 
team in NHL history to win multiple best-of-seven series in a 
single postseason with zero road wins. There’s a reason that 
has never happened. 

You cannot tempt fate too much in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
And as the Hurricanes’ season ended one game short of the 
Eastern Conference finals, via their first home loss of the 
postseason, you knew the Hockey Gods had been watching 
Carolina’s 14-game playoff run the whole time. 

They were watching on the road, where the Canes went 0-6 
with at least two losses that made you question everything 
you thought you’d known about the team that won the 
Metropolitan Division. 

The Gods were watching the special teams battles, most 
notably the silly penalties taken and the squandered power-

play opportunities. The Canes went 7-for-54 (13 percent) on 
the man advantage. It wasn’t close to good enough, and they 
knew it. 

“On the power play, five-on-five, whatever it is, we’ve got to 
be able to put pucks in the back of the net,” Jaccob Slavin 
said. “To get past this at this point and get over the hump, 
when you look back at all the years I think special teams is 
what it’s always come down to. We lost the special teams 
battle.” 

The power play Monday was particularly demoralizing. 
Vincent Trocheck deflected a Tony DeAngelo point shot in 
garbage time, but the Canes’ umbrella system felt 
telegraphed when it actually counted — a few passes, then a 
shot directly into a defenseman’s chest. Rinse, repeat. 

As Brind’Amour often says, it isn’t about the effort, and effort 
isn’t to blame for the Game 7 loss. But Brind’Amour finally 
said the quiet part out loud Monday. 

“I always think the (team is) good, it’s just, do we have elite 
goal scorers?” he said. “Maybe not. But we have great 
players. We’re built a little differently than some teams. 
You’ve got to play to your strengths. I think we did that, but it 
just didn’t work out. Going into tonight there were five teams 
left playing. That says something. We’ve got to come back 
next year and be better.” 

The Canes needed more creativity on the power play, the 
kind of creativity only elite goal scorers possess. They 
could’ve used some of that at even strength, too. Teuvo 
Teravainen was quietly keeping the offense afloat with 11 
points in 14 games. The Canes needed more from their goal 
scorers, and they ended with only 13 goals through seven 
games against the Rangers. 

“It wasn’t a lack of offense,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a lack 
of scoring, but usually it’s lack of scoring because you don’t 
get chances or opportunities. That’s really not what this was. 
You have to work hard to get your chances, and I think we 
did that. I don’t think we gave up a ton.” 

Andrei Svechnikov had four goals and five points in 14 
games, zero points in Game 7 and only one point in his last 
eight games. Sebastian Aho ended with four goals and 11 
points in 14 games, and he had zero goals in Game 7 and 
zero goals in his last five games. Martin Necas ended with 
zero goals and five points in 14 games. After a solid start in 
the first round, DeAngelo had zero goals and two assists in 
his last nine games. 

The Hockey Gods finally had enough. They rewarded Igor 
Shesterkin for his consistently fantastic play, and they 
awarded the Hurricanes the first Game 7 loss in franchise 
history for their inconsistency.
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Hurricanes run out of Game 7 magic in season-ending loss to Rangers 

Special teams proved to be the difference as New York 
snapped Carolina's streaks of seven straight home wins and 
six straight Game 7 victories 

By Brett Friedlander 

RALEIGH — There’s an old hockey adage that the playoffs 
don’t really begin until the home team loses a game. 

If that’s the case, then this year’s postseason finally got 
started for the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday. And because 
it did, the Canes season is suddenly over. 

The regular season Metropolitan Division champions picked 
the worst possible time to have their luck at both PNC Arena 
and in Game 7s run out, surrendering two early power play 
goals and never recovering on the way to a season-ending 
6-2 loss to the New York Rangers. 

“It’s frustrating,” said defenseman Jaccob Slavin of the 
untimely result. “It’s definitely a bummer to have the caliber 
of team that we did and not go farther.”  

The Canes had won their first seven home games through 
the first two rounds of this postseason, a franchise record, 
and had won six straight series-deciding games dating back 
to their Stanley Cup season of 2006. 

But the Rangers were also on a streak, having won four 
straight elimination games — including Game 6 of this series 
Saturday night at Madison Square Garden. 

They were able to continue theirs and earn an Eastern 
Conference Final date with the two-time defending champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning by dominating special teams. 

Carolina continued its postseason-long futility on the power 
play by coming up empty on their first three opportunities 
while the outcome was still in doubt. They finished this series 
with just two goals in 18 tries and were a dismal 7 for 54 in 
their eight playoff games. 

New York, meanwhile, scored on its first two opportunities 
with the man advantage. 

“Everyone is better in the playoffs and we’ve got to elevate 
our game, especially on the PK side,” Slavin said. “We’ve got 
to be able to stay out of the box, too. You give teams 
chances and chances and chances with their best players 
playing at their best, things are bound to happen.” 

And they did in Game 7. Twice. 

The first goal came after a hooking penalty to Sebastian Aho 
just 1:42 into the game which negated the early momentum 

the Canes were in the process of building. Even then, 
Carolina nearly killed it off.  

But two seconds before Aho was to come out of the box, 
Adam Fox snapped a wrist shot from between the circles that 
beat goalie Antti Raanti on his glove side after the Canes 
failed to clear their zone. 

Four minutes later, the Rangers were given another power 
play. This one was doubly damaging for the Canes. 

Not only did they lose rookie forward Seth Jarvis, arguably 
their best player in the postseason, to a concussion after a 
high hit from New York’s Jacob Trouba, but they were also 
called for too many men on the ice when they clearly dazed 
Jarvis was slow getting back to the bench. 

“That kind of summed it all up,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “(Martin Necas) jumping over (onto the 
ice) … I know he didn’t realize Jarvy was toast, so that was a 
tough blow in this game.” 

Chris Kreider made things worse by redirecting a shot by 
teammate Mika Zibanejad into the net for a 2-0 lead. 

That turned out to be enough support for Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin. 

The Vezina Trophy finalist stopped 37 of the 39 shots he 
faced, with the only blemishes coming on a power play goal 
by Vincent Trocheck at 8:11 of the third period and an even 
strength tally by Max Domi at the 16:13 mark. 

Carolina managed to get only 12 pucks past Shesterkin in 
the seven games against the Rangers, with top scorers Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov combining for only three goals. 

“You’ve got to give him credit. He’s a great goalie,” Aho said. 
“He made some really big-time saves, but then again as a 
forward, you’ve got to find a way.” 

New York had long since put the game away by the time the 
Hurricanes finally got on board. Ryan Strome scored only 
seconds after Raanta suffered a leg injury and was replaced 
by Pyotr Kochetov to give New York a commanding 3-0 lead 
at 16:19 of the second period. 

Kreider and Filip Chytil added third period goals before 
Andrew Copp provided the coup de grace with an empty 
netter to end a series that started with great promise for the 
Hurricanes with two straight wins,but faltered because of the 
team’s inability to win on the road or close the deal. 

“Did we want to get to a Game 7? No,” a somber captain 
Jordan Staal said, fighting back tears. “We had a great start 
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to the series, but we’ve got to find a way to steal one on the 
road, which we didn’t. Tonight there were some bounces and 
everyone wasn’t quite there, including myself.  

“And that, unfortunately, ended the season.”

 

Hurricanes’ season forgettable after postseason flameout 

All the things the Hurricanes built their season around came 
crashing down in a 6-2 loss in Game 7 on Monday at PNC 
Arena. 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes exited the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs bitter and battered. 

Carolina’s special teams, even its league-best penalty kill, 
sputtered in the seven-game series with the New York 
Rangers. 

Seth Jarvis, the 20-year-old rookie who looks like a future 
star, crawled his way out of the game and season following a 
high hit from New York defenseman Jacob Trouba. 

And Antti Raanta gave critics of the front office’s decision to 
replace last season’s goalies with injury-prone replacements 
reason to crow when he joined Frederik Andersen in the 
trainer’s room in the second period. 

All the things the Hurricanes built their season around — 
from shot volume and chaos that leads to goals to a 
suffocating penalty kill and a serviceable power play — came 
crashing down in a 6-2 loss in Game 7 on Monday at PNC 
Arena. 

“We’ve got to have our big players come up big-time,” 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “And it didn’t happen.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour wanted to make the Hurricanes 
relevant, and he’s done that. In the moment, that’s fine. But 
no one remembers simply relevance. 

So after an offseason of pundits wondering if Carolina got 
worse only to be proven wrong, the team instead is in the 
same place it was a year ago — a series win shy of the 
Eastern Conference Final that it improbably reached in 
Brind’Amour’s first season behind the bench. 

“This, when it ends, it’s always tough,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Tougher maybe because I felt like we’re in a different spot 
this year.” 

And now, changes are coming. 

Vincent Trocheck is likely on the way out with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi expected to take on a bigger role. Nino 
Niederreiter, also an unrestricted free agent, has a better 
chance of being back but would probably need to take a pay 
cut on his $5.25 million contract. 

Brendan Smith, Ian Cole and Max Domi look like one-and-
done additions. 

And there are decisions to be made on key restricted free 
agents. 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo did everything the Hurricanes 
asked of him in the regular season, putting up 51 points and 
keeping his nose clean. 

But in the Rangers’ series he had just two assists and was 
more noticeable for his after-the-whistle antics than anything 
that happened with the puck in play. 

Martin Necas, the former first round pick who was expected 
to be a centerpiece of Carolina’s future, was about as useful 
as a holiday centerpiece in the postseason. 

He and his agent think the 23-year-old is in line for a big 
payday after essentially playing four seasons on his three-
year entry-level contract, but that money will probably come 
from another team as Necas will be at the top of the 
Hurricanes’ trade bait list. 

And Ethan Bear, who started the season on the top defense 
pairing with Slavin, watched the entire postseason from the 
press box, scratched in favor of veterans Cole and Smith. 
The team will either need to rebuild its relationship with the 
soon-to-be 25-year-old or make him part of the upcoming 
overhaul. 

One of Carolina’s targets might be a top-flight goal scorer 
after the team managed just 13 goals in seven games on 
New York goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

Brind’Amour said in the aftermath of the team’s elimination 
that the Hurricanes are creating plenty of opportunities but 
perhaps not finishing enough of them. 

“Do we have elite gold scorers? Maybe not,” he said, “but we 
have great players. We’re built a little differently than some 
other teams, and that’s OK. You’ve got to play to your 
strengths, and I think we did that. It just didn’t work out.” 

But all of those thoughts and the decisions that could come 
from them were mostly on the back burner Monday night. 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal, 33 years old with one 
season remaining on his 10-year contract, looked on the 
verge of tears talking about the team’s abrupt end to the 
season. 

“It’s a seven-game series, you would think the right team 
wins,” the seemingly shocked Staal said. 

The Hurricanes will have four months to mull over what went 
wrong to a team that posted the best regular season record 
in franchise history only to lose to an opponent they were 
expected to dispatch with little trouble. 

Brind’Amour has made the Hurricanes relevant. Now he 
must figure out how to make them unforgettable.
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Canes fall to Rangers in Game 7 

By Joe Giglio 

Anything can happen in a Game 7. 

For the first time, the Carolina Hurricanes learned that 
includes losing. 

The Canes fell 6-2 to the New York Rangers in Game 7 of 
the Eastern Conference semifinals on Monday night at PNC 
Arena. 

The Canes had been 7-0 in Game 7s since moving to North 
Carolina. That was until running into the Rangers and goalie 
Igor Shesterkin. 

The Canes advanced through the first round with a Game 7 
win over the Boston Bruins. They tried to follow the same 
path -- winning at home to make up for losing on the road -- 
against the Rangers. 

That didn't work. 

The Rangers scored a pair of power-play goals in the first 
period to take control of the game. Adam Fox scored at 3:40 
in the first period for New York. 

After an unfortunate sequence, which saw rookie Seth Jarvis 
take a hard hit and struggle to get to the bench, the Canes 
were down 2-0 after a second power-play goal from the 
Rangers. 

Jacob Trouba checked Jarvis hard near the right circle in the 
Canes’ zone. Jarvis couldn’t get to his feet to get to the 
bench and has not returned since. The Canes were called for 
a penalty for too many men on the ice. 

The Rangers quickly turned that into a 2-0 lead with a goal 
from Chris Kreider at 8:00. 

The Canes had won their first seven home games in the 
playoffs this season. They won their first Game 7 in the first 
round, 3-2 win over Boston, but couldn't keep up their home 
streak. 

Shesterkin showed why he is one of the finalists for the 
league’s MVP award with 36 saves. The Canes started 0 for 
3 on the power play and were unable to put a dent in 
Shesterkin’s armor until Tony DeAngelo's goal at 8:11 in the 
third period. 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta struggled in the Game 6 loss in 
New York and gave up the first-period goals before injuring 
his groin stretching for a save in the second period. 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov relieved Raanta, after the injury, and 
gave up a goal to Ryan Strome at 16:19 in the second 
period. 

After DeAngelo's goal cut New York's lead to 4-1, Filip Chytil 
got a goal right back for New York.
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Recap: Canes Season Comes To A Close In Game 7 Loss To New York 

New York scores twice on the power play in the opening 10 
minutes; lose Jarvis, Raanta on the way due to injuries 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes season came to a 
close Monday, falling to the New York Rangers by a score of 
6-2 in Round Two of the Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

Three Things 

1) Lost The Special Teams Battle, Again 

For a fifth consecutive first period the New York Rangers 
capitalized on a Carolina penalty, jumping out to a 1-0 lead 
just 3:40 in. 

The Canes were provided with an opportunity to even the 
contest on a power play of their own 38 seconds later, but 
could not convert. 

Then, 4:20 after the unsuccessful attempt, the Rangers 
struck on the man advantage again, putting Carolina 
completely behind the eight ball. 

From there the Canes were chasing the game, never able to 
even the contest and at one point falling behind as far as 4-0. 

2) A Complete Defensive Effort For New York 

As mentioned above, the Rangers MVP-nominated 
netminder was solid once again throughout, turning away 37 
out of 39 over the course of 60 minutes. 

New York also did a strong job defensively in front of 
Shesterkin, blocking 25 shots as well. 

3) Limping To The Finish Line 

The Hurricanes defeat also came with two injuries during the 
contest. 

Seth Jarvis left the game midway through the first after being 
on the wrong end of hit from Jacob Trouba. During the first 
intermission it was announced that he would not return due 
to an upper-body injury. 

Then, amid the second period, Antti Raanta left the game 
with an apparent lower-body injury while attempting to work 
left-to-right to make a save. Pyotr Kochetkov entered in relief 
for a second straight contest, playing the final 24:04. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks, post-game... 

"Every year [the season ending] is hard. This year is tougher, 
maybe, because I felt like we were in a different spot. I don't 
know if we were better [than last year], but we were right 
there. It's another year where we don't get that chance [to 
win a Stanley Cup]." 

Brind'Amour on his team's struggle to score in the series, 
elaborating a bit on what went wrong tonight for his team and 
giving New York credit for the way that they won... 

"There wasn't a lack of offense, it was a lack of scoring. But it 
wasn't a lack of scoring because you didn't get chances, that 
wasn't what this was. You have to work hard to get your 
chances and I think we did that. I don't think we gave up a 
ton, we did at the end because we were opening up... 
They've got some talent over there. They played to their 
identity and give them a ton of credit. They cashed in on the 
power play and when they broke down, they knew they had a 
goalie back there to make some saves." 

Jordan Staal 's thoughts on the series and what didn't go the 
way of his team tonight... 

"In a seven-game series you would think the right team wins. 
Our five-on-five play was there, I feel like we could play with 
any team in the league. But we found a way to beat 
ourselves with a few different plays and a couple different 
things." 

Jaccob Slavin touching on what the biggest difference was 
between the Canes strong special teams play in the regular 
season and difficulties in the postseason... 

"Everyone's good in the playoffs, right? We have to elevate 
our game and we have to stay out of the box. We gave 
teams chances and chances and chances on the power play 
with their best players playing at their best, something is 
bound to happen." 

Bonus Notes 

 Tonight was the first Game 7 loss in Canes history. 
They entered the contest 6-0. 

 The Canes power play concluded the series 2/18. 
The Rangers went 7/21. 

 Carolina will hold season-ending media Wednesday 
and Thursday.
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Rangers cruise past Hurricanes in Game 7, advance to East Final 

Kreider scores twice for New York; Raanta, Jarvis injured for 
Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The New York Rangers advanced to the 
Eastern Conference Final with a 6-2 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 7 of the second round at PNC Arena on 
Monday. 

The Rangers, who are the No. 2 seed from the Metropolitan 
Division, will have home-ice advantage against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the No. 3 seed from the Atlantic Division. 

It's New York's first appearance in the conference final since 
2015, when it was eliminated by Tampa Bay in seven 
games. 

"Obviously, they're a great team. They won two Cups. Jon 
Cooper is a great coach, good friend of mine. It should be a 
good battle," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "It should 
be a fun series. We played them well in the regular season 
(3-0-0), which means nothing, but we're looking forward to 
the challenge." 

Chris Kreider scored two goals, Adam Fox and Andrew Copp 
each had a goal and an assist, and Igor Shesterkin made 37 
saves for New York. Mika Zibanejad had three assists. 

"I think that's how you win in the playoffs," Kreider said. "It's 
a team game, you need 20 guys pulling in the right direction, 
and we had that tonight. Obviously, having a good start 
helped, and I think special teams came through for us tonight 
in a pretty big spot, and our goaltender was once again our 
best player." 

Carolina, which was the No. 1 seed from the Metropolitan, 
lost for the first time at home this postseason (7-1). 

Antti Raanta made 16 saves before sustaining a lower-body 
injury late in the second period. He was replaced by Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who made nine saves. 

"We were right there with these guys," Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. "Anything can happen in Game 7, and 
obviously we're on the wrong side this time. Did we want to 
get to Game 7? No. We had to find a way to sneak one (win) 
on the road, which we didn't. Tonight was just some 
bounces, and everyone wasn't quite there, including myself, 
and unfortunately we ended the season." 

Fox gave New York a 1-0 lead at 3:40 of the first period, 
taking a drop pass from Alexis Lafreniere and scoring glove 
side from the top of the right circle on the power play. 

"Our power play has come through for us all year, and these 
types of games you want it to, and it did," Fox said.  

Kreider scored another power-play goal to push it to 2-0 at 
8:00 when he redirected Zibanejad's one-timer just above 
the crease. 

"It was the same story. I thought we had a great first period," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "They got the two 
power-play goals, and it was a killer because I really felt we 
were playing well. So that's kind of the broken record on this 
one, this series." 

Shersterkin preserved the two-goal lead when he stopped a 
one-timer from Teuvo Teravainen with the toe of his left pad 
six seconds after Kreider scored on the power play. 

"We scored two quick goals, and this helped me so much," 
Shesterkin said. "I felt a little shaky before the game, but 
when I go to the ice, I tried to forget about everything and 
tried to keep focused on the puck." 

Ryan Strome made it 3-0 at 16:19 of the second period, 
shooting short side on a 2-on-1. The goal came 42 seconds 
after Kochetkov replaced Raanta. 

Kreider extended the lead to 4-0 at 3:59 of the third period. 
He took a lead pass from Frank Vatrano, cut around 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin and lifted a backhand 
over Kochetkov's left pad. 

"That goal was a beautiful goal, the breakaway goal," Gallant 
said. "He played hard and competed hard. I thought all our 
guys were good tonight. They played probably their best 
game of the series, obviously, and if we were going to win 
tonight, we had to play our best game of the series." 

Vincent Trocheck cut it to 4-1 with a power-play goal at 8:11, 
but Filip Chytil scored 40 seconds later to make it 5-1. 

Max Domi then made it 5-2 at 16:13 before Copp shot into 
an empty net at 17:08 for the 6-2 final. 

The win was the Rangers' fifth when facing elimination this 
postseason. They came from down 3-1 in the first round to 
defeat the Pittsburgh Penguins before winning the final two 
games of this series against the Hurricanes. 

"We're a resilient group in there. We've said it all year," Fox 
said. "[We had] our backs against the wall five times now 
and we've come through all five. We definitely want to keep 
this momentum going into the next round." 

NOTES: Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis left the game with 
an upper-body injury after he was hit by Rangers 
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defenseman Jacob Trouba early in the first period. … 
Zibanejad (four goals, four assists) and Fox (two goals, six 
assists) each has eight points in a five-game point streak. … 

New York went 7-for-21 on the power play in the series. 
Carolina was 2-for-18.

 

Hurricanes doomed by slow start in Game 7 of Eastern Second Round 

Unable to rally after allowing two goals in first 8:00, season 
ends with loss to Rangers 

By Amalie Benjamin 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- It all seemed to fall apart in a flash. 

Suddenly, the Carolina Hurricanes watched one of their best 
forwards in the playoffs, rookie Seth Jarvis, exit the ice after 
a hit from New York Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba. 

Suddenly, they were on the penalty kill after having too many 
men on the ice. Suddenly, the puck was behind goalie Antti 
Raanta. 

Suddenly, all the work put in to reach this point, in Game 7 of 
the Eastern Conference Second Round against the Rangers, 
was slipping away, down two goals not even halfway through 
the first period of the series finale. 

The Hurricanes were unable to recover and fell 6-2 to the 
Rangers at PNC Arena on Monday, their first loss at home in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. They entered 7-0 here against the 
Boston Bruins and the Rangers. 

"It was the same story," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I thought we had a great first period. And then I look 
up and we're down two. They got the two power-play goals, 
and it was a killer. Because I really felt we were playing well. 
So that's kind of the broken record on this one, this series."  

But two early penalties (hooking on Sebastian Aho at 1:42 of 
the first and the too many men at 7:46) led to two early goals 
by New York (Adam Fox at 3:40 and Chris Kreider at 8:00) 
and -- poof -- all the confidence and all the invincibility of 
PNC Arena seemed to disappear. 

"That just kind of summed it all up right there on that shift," 
Brind'Amour said. 

And the nightmare only got worse from there. 

The game, in the end, seemed to be an amalgamation of all 
of Carolina's foibles from earlier in the series -- a tendency to 
be undisciplined, a fumbling of what was the best penalty kill 
in the NHL in the regular season (88 percent), a 
disintegration of its power play. 

"We've got to be able to stay out of the box," defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin said. "You give teams chances and chances 
and chances on the power play with their best players 
playing at their best, things are bound to happen." 

Add to that the injuries to Jarvis, who did not play after the hit 
by Trouba at 7:10 of the first period, and an injury to goalie 
Antti Raanta and a simple lack of scoring and it seemed a 
near impossibility that the Hurricanes would be able to come 
back. 

It was still 2-0 when Raanta toppled over, a victim of what 
looked like a right leg injury. The goalie, who himself was 

pressed into action because of an injury on April 16 to starter 
Frederik Andersen, had gotten bumped by Kreider. Shortly 
after, Raanta lunged to his right as Mika Zibanejad had 
control of the puck. Seconds later, he crumpled face-forward 
and needed assistance leaving the ice from forwards Vincent 
Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. He would not return, 
replaced by rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Asked if Raanta would have been available had the 
Hurricanes moved on to face the Tampa Bay Lightning in the 
Eastern Conference Final, Brind'Amour said, "No. No 
chance. He's going to get checked out tomorrow. He would 
have been out probably -- I don't know for sure, but he didn't 
look too good walking out of here, or limping." 

Ultimately, it didn't matter. 

Kochetkov was in the game for 42 seconds before Ryan 
Strome scored the eventual game-winner on a 2-on-1. He 
allowed three goals on 12 shots. 

But the problem, as it has been for much of the series, was 
that the Hurricanes couldn't score. 

"I thought at times we were all over them and that's our 
game, is smothering teams and working them down low," 
Slavin said. "And we definitely had bits and pieces of that. 

"I think what it came down to is we've got to score more 
goals, whether that's on the power play, 5-on-5, whatever it 
is. We've got to put pucks in the back of the net." 

The two goals they did score were after the game was 
basically decided, by Trocheck on the power play at 8:11 of 
the third period, after the Hurricanes were down 4-0, and by 
Max Domi at 16:13, after the Rangers made it 5-1. 

Too many things went wrong for the Hurricanes. Too many 
problems and too few answers, especially for Rangers goalie 
Igor Shesterkin, who made 37 saves in the series finale. 

"We had our chance tonight and we didn't use it," Carolina 
forward Sebastian Aho said. 

It stung most, perhaps, because this Hurricanes team earned 
home-ice advantage after winning 54 regular-season games 
and the Metropolitan Division. Things seemed to be different. 
They were better seasoned and more experienced after 
being ousted by the Lightning in the second round a year 
ago. 

It didn't matter. 

"I think every year, this, when it ends, is always tough," 
Brind'Amour said. "Tougher maybe because I felt like we 
were in a different spot this year. It wasn't that we were 
better than anybody, but I felt like we weren't worse. We 
were right there. That makes it maybe a little tougher."
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Hurricanes lose goalie Raanta, Jarvis in Game 7 vs. Rangers 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes found 
themselves in a quick hole in a Game 7 against the New 
York Rangers. Losing key players like Seth Jarvis and 
goaltender Antti Raanta only made things tougher for any 
chance of a comeback. 

The Hurricanes lost Jarvis to an upper-body injury after he 
took a jarring first-period hit by New York defenseman Jacob 
Trouba, then lost Raanta in the second period when he went 
down after stretching out for a stop and was helped off the 
ice putting no weight on his right leg.  

It was part of a rough all-around Monday night in a 6-2 loss 
to the Rangers that ended their second-round series in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Afterward, coach Rod Brind’Amour said Raanta’s injury was 
serious enough he wouldn’t have been able to play had 
Carolina advanced.  

“No chance,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s going to get checked 
out tomorrow. That knee would’ve been out probably — I 
don’t know for sure, but he didn’t look too good walking out 
of here, or limping out.” 

Carolina gave up two power-play goals in the opening 10 
minutes of the game to send the Hurricanes into catch-up 
mode against a Rangers defense anchored by star 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin. The Jarvis injury came between 
those two goals, while Raanta’s came with 4:23 left in the 
second period while the Hurricanes were still within 2-0. 

The 33-year-old Raanta — pressed into a lead role when No. 
1 goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-body injury 
in mid-April — had taken a shove from the Rangers’ Chris 
Kreider on one side of the crease while making a stop, then 
skated to his right as the puck headed toward Mika 
Zibanejad on the other side. 

Raanta extended his right leg in a split to make the stop, and 
almost immediately went forward and landed face down on 
the ice. He was eventually helped back to the bench with 
assistance from teammates Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter before heading into the locker room, not putting 
any weight on his right leg. 

Raanta was ruled out and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, who came 
on in Game 2 of the the Hurricanes’ series against Boston 
when Raanta exited early with an injury, entered. But he 
quickly gave up a goal to the Rangers’ Ryan Strome for a 3-0 
deficit, and ended up surrendering three goals on 12 shots in 
relief. 

Jarvis, a rookie top-line winger, was knocked from the game 
on Trouba’s high hit near his left shoulder and head with 
about 12 1/2 minutes left in the first period. The hit sent 
Jarvis sprawling to the ice and he could only crawl back to 
the bench.  

Jarvis was too wobbly to even sit upright on the bench and 
needed assistance from teammates to get directed into the 
locker room.  

“He might be on the smaller side, but he’s feisty and he’s got 
a lot of heart,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said of the 5-foot-
10, 175-pound Jarvis. “Obviously he’s a big component of 
our offense. ... It shouldn’t change the outcome of the game 
but we definitely feel when his presence isn’t there.” 

Making matters worse, the Hurricanes took a penalty for too 
many men on the ice while trying to sub for Jarvis, with 
Kreider converting 14 seconds later with a perfect redirect on 
a Zibanejad pass. 

“That kind of summed it up right there on that shift,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That was a tough blow in this game.” 

The team soon ruled Jarvis out the rest of the night with what 
was described only as an upper-body injury.
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Carolina Hurricanes' Antti Raanta, Seth Jarvis injured in Game 7 loss to New York Rangers 

By Greg Wyshynski  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes lost goalie Antti 
Raanta to a lower-body injury in the second period of 
Monday night's 6-2 Game 7 defeat to the New York Rangers. 

Raanta exited the game 15:37 into the period with the 
Hurricanes trailing the Rangers 2-0. As New York put the 
pressure on in the offensive zone, center Mika Zibanejad 
tried to get a stick on a bouncing puck near the crease. 
Raanta did a split to his right and then fell stomach-first to 
the ice as play was stopped. 

Raanta was helped off the ice by a Carolina trainer. Rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov entered the game and gave up a goal to 
center Ryan Strome at 16:19 to make it 3-0 for the Rangers. 

Afterward, coach Rod Brind'Amour said Raanta's injury was 
serious enough he wouldn't have been able to play had 
Carolina advanced. 

"No chance," Brind'Amour said. "He's going to get checked 
out tomorrow. That knee would've been out probably -- I 
don't know for sure, but he didn't look too good walking out of 
here, or limping out.'' 

Raanta entered the contest having gone 6-0 at home with a 
.965 save percentage and a 0.97 goals against average -- a 
primary reason Carolina hadn't lost a home game all 
playoffs. In Game 7, he gave up two goals on 18 shots, both 
on Rangers power plays. 

The 32-year-old was signed last summer by the Hurricanes, 
after an eight-year NHL career that featured frequent injury 
absences. 

He started 13 games, including Monday's Game 7, for the 
Hurricanes in the playoffs in place of starter Freddie 
Andersen, who last appeared on April 16 and missed the first 
two rounds with a lower-body injury. 

Raanta's injury was the second significant one for the 
Hurricanes in Game 7; they lost Seth Jarvis, a rookie top-line 
winger, with about 12½ minutes left in the first period after a 
high hit by Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba near Jarvis' 
left shoulder and head. The hit sent Jarvis sprawling to the 
ice and he could only crawl back to the bench. 

Jarvis was too wobbly to even sit upright on the bench and 
needed assistance from teammates to get directed into the 
locker room. 

"He might be on the smaller side, but he's feisty and he's got 
a lot of heart," defenseman Jaccob Slavin said of the 5-foot-
10, 175-pound Jarvis. "Obviously he's a big component of 
our offense. ... It shouldn't change the outcome of the game 
but we definitely feel when his presence isn't there.'' 

Making matters worse, the Hurricanes took a penalty for too 
many men on the ice while trying to sub for Jarvis, with the 
Rangers' Chris Kreider converting 14 seconds later with a 
perfect redirect on a Zibanejad pass. 

"That kind of summed it up right there on that shift,'' 
Brind'Amour said. "That was a tough blow in this game.'' 

The team soon ruled Jarvis out the rest of the night with what 
was described only as an upper-body injury.
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Keys to the offseason for NHL teams, including draft, free-agency game plans 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, 
from the dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida 
Panthers to the goal-scoring prowess of Auston Matthews 
and Chris Kreider to spectacular goaltending from Igor 
Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley 
Cup. For the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to 
restock for another playoff run, make that big free-agent 
signing to get over the hump or continue the slow build back 
to contention. It's time to identify their biggest needs as well 
as some solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated 
team, along with a breakdown of its biggest keys this 
offseason and realistic expectations for 2022-23. Note that 
more teams will be added to this story as they are officially 
eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your 
favorite team using the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written 
by Kristen Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro 
and Pacific teams. Stats are collected from sites such as 
Natural Stat Trick, Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 
Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

Second-round exits 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $19,250,583 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CHI), 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (ANA), 7th, 
7th (CBJ) 

What went wrong? 

The Hurricanes entered Game 7 on one of the oddest 
postseason streaks in NHL history: In their first 13 games, 
the home team won every time. That worked out nicely in the 
first round against the Boston Bruins. But against the New 
York Rangers, the Hurricanes broke that streak at the worst 
time: Game 7 at home, after playing their worst game in the 
series in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden with the chance 
to eliminate the Rangers. 

Their previous wins in Raleigh weren't exactly blowouts -- 
heck, the Rangers had Game 1 in their hands under 
Sebastian Aho's tying goal with less than three minutes left 
in regulation. The Rangers finally got their breaks on the 
road, and the Hurricanes' squandered opportunities -- from 
the disastrous power play to their road losses -- finally cost 
them the series. And now that it's the end, some decisions 
must be made. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Hurricanes have several key free agents. Forwards Nino 
Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck are unrestricted free 
agents, as is trade deadline pickup Max Domi. Forward 
Martin Necas is a restricted free agent. On defense, veterans 
Ian Cole and Brendan Smith are unrestricted free agents, 

while Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo are restricted free 
agents. 

Trocheck is a tricky one: There are times he's a real force 
offensively and other times he can be pedestrian. 
DeAngelo's next contract should be fascinating too. He 
signed a bargain-basement $1 million deal with the 
Hurricanes after he was bought out by the Rangers. He was 
their highest-scoring defenseman with 51 points in 64 
games. Do they commit long-term to the divisive D-man? 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have Frederik Andersen -- who 
missed the playoffs with an injury -- as well as Antti Raanta 
and Pyotr Kochetkov under contract in goal for next season. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Look, this elimination hurts. The Hurricanes were picked to 
win the Stanley Cup by some of the punditry thanks to their 
offensive flourish and suffocating defense, in front of solid 
goaltending. But the window to win remains wide open. 
Sebastian Aho is 24. Andrei Svechnikov is 22. Brilliant rookie 
Seth Jarvis is 20. Necas is 23. The core of their defense is in 
their prime. As long as Rod Brind'Amour is coaching this 
team, they'll remain a top Stanley Cup contender. 

St. Louis Blues 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,995,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Well, the goaltending. St. Louis thought that would be an 
area of strength in the postseason. After Ville Husso usurped 
Jordan Binnington as the Blues' regular-season starter, 
Husso finished out the season on a heater (9-1-2, .913 save 
percentage, 2.88 goals-against average) and looked prime to 
carry St. Louis in the playoffs. That did not come to pass. 

Husso recorded a single postseason victory -- in Game 1 of 
the first round against Minnesota -- and then he lost his next 
two starts. Binnington came in for Game 4 against the Wild, 
won three straight and the Blues punched their ticket to the 
second round against Colorado. When Binnington was 
injured in Game 3, Husso returned with more average play. 
Granted, the Avalanche have a potent offensive attack, but 
St. Louis has enough forward talent to keep up. What the 
Blues couldn't weather was the downgrade in net. 

Tied into the goaltending drama was what the injury to 
Binnington sparked from his teammates. Avalanche forward 
Nazem Kadri took the heat for running into Binnington, and 
the Blues were more focused on exacting revenge than 
actually stopping Kadri from ringing up a Game 4 hat trick. 
Losing that contest put St. Louis behind the eight ball, down 
3-1. It's tough to know what would have happened had the 
incident with Kadri and Binnington not occurred, though. 
Would St. Louis have gotten past the Avalanche with 
Binnington in net? Was the defense at fault for Husso's 
struggles too? Would the Blues' depth have held up with 
Colorado's? One way or another, St. Louis' season ended 
with a thud. 

Keys to the offseason 
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Despite how ordinary Husso was in the playoffs, it's likely St. 
Louis will -- and should -- re-sign him. The 27-year-old is a 
pending unrestricted free agent, and a return to his regular-
season form would be a nice complement in the crease 
going forward with Binnington. 

Vladimir Tarasenko had previously requested a trade out of 
St. Louis, but that process took a back seat once the Blues 
started heating up around midseason. Does Tarasenko still 
want out? If so, general manager Doug Armstrong will have 
to find the right return for his star forward. 

David Perron is another pending UFA who has upped his 
value with a terrific postseason, but how the 33-year-old 
veteran fits in the Blues' future plans must be determined. 
And of course, St. Louis won't soon forget the early-season 
struggles on defense. Shoring up that group for the long term 
has to be a priority, not just with potential new contracts for 
pending restricted free agents Scott Perunovich and Niko 
Mikkola but by adding veterans who can play substantial 
roles. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It really felt like this postseason could have been extended 
for St. Louis if not for its goalie issues. Assuming that 
position is stabilized next season and emerging stars like 
Jordan Kyrou take another step forward, there's no reason to 
think St. Louis won't be contending again. Keeping 
Tarasenko in the fold helps there too. Armstrong will have to 
swap in some new players to keep chugging along, but 
there's a lot to like about where the Blues are. 

Calgary Flames 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $25,097,500 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

After surviving a seven-game scare against the Dallas Stars, 
the Flames entered the Battle of Alberta vs. the Edmonton 
Oilers with home-ice advantage, a hot goaltender in Jacob 
Markstrom, and an offense looking to flex now that Jake 
Oettinger was out of the way. 

What Calgary found in that Battle: Connor McDavid playing 
like a human cheat code, willing his team to the conference 
final for the first time since 2006. What the Oilers found in 
that Battle: Markstrom looking tired, making mistakes and 
continuing his long-standing troubles against Edmonton; the 
defense in front of him playing porous hockey; the Flames' 
presumed advantage in roster depth not making the 
difference many assumed it would; and home ice mattering 
not. 

It all added up to a massive disappointment for Calgary, 
which many had tabbed as the second choice behind 
Colorado to win the West. 

Keys to the offseason 

Two words: Johnny Gaudreau. The Flames' star winger had 
a career-high 115 points this season with a career-high 40 
goals, just in time to become an unrestricted free agent. 

But Calgary also has two other huge free-agent forwards, 
although they're restricted free agents who are arbitration-

eligible: Matthew Tkachuk, coming off a 42-goal season, and 
Andrew Mangiapane, who scored 35 goals. Tkachuk's next 
contract will be fascinating. 

The Flames have a bunch of depth forwards hitting free 
agency. They also have three unrestricted free agents on 
defense in Erik Gudbranson, Michael Stone and Nikita 
Zadorov, and a restricted free agent in Oliver Kylington. One 
other name to keep front of mind: Center Sean Monahan, 
who had hip surgery during this third straight season of 
diminishing stats. He has one more season with a $6.375 
million cap hit on his contract. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Calgary actually has only 12 players under contract for next 
season. If it tinkers with this group, it should be on the back 
end, because the forward group is deep and talented. 
Overall, the Flames are a good team with a great coach in 
Darryl Sutter that got caught flat-footed by an opponent they 
should have handled. They need to figure out what 
happened here and act accordingly. But again, much will 
depend on what Gaudreau decides to do this summer. 

Florida Panthers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,566,666 

2022 draft picks: 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (TOR), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Florida ran out of offense against a red-hot Tampa Bay 
Lightning team. More concerning was that it also seemed to 
run out of resolve. 

The Panthers relied on their league-leading offense 
(averaging 4.11 goals per game) to earn a franchise-record 
122 points in the regular season and capture the 
organization's first Presidents' Trophy. That ability to score at 
will came in handy, as the "Cardiac Cats" also paced the 
NHL in wins when trailing after a period. And in the Panthers' 
first-round series win over the Washington Capitals, they 
battled back from early deficits to come out on top. Perhaps 
it wasn't a strong omen for Florida's prospects overall in the 
playoffs, but at least in that series the Panthers never 
seemed to lose faith in themselves. 

That wasn't always as apparent in the second round. The 
Lightning held the Panthers to just one goal in each of their 
first three games, and the more Florida couldn't crack the 
brilliant Andrei Vasilevskiy, the more resigned to defeat their 
whole team became. It's a hard issue to explain away. There 
were also clear defensive problems cropping up for Florida in 
the regular season that they couldn't outscore come the 
playoffs. The team hadn't been in a second-round series 
since 1996, whereas the Lightning had made it that far in six 
of the past eight postseasons. Tampa knew how to slow 
Florida down and the Panthers didn't have good defensive 
habits on which to fall back; they hadn't needed them much 
before. 

It's back to the drawing board now for Florida, to figure out 
how to balance a better defensive structure with their elite 
offensive attack. The intangible stuff that was missing? That 
will be its own challenge worth addressing. 

Keys to the offseason 
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The first big decision for general manager Bill Zito will be 
deciding on a permanent head coach. Andrew Brunette still 
has the interim tag. He was 51-18-6 over 75 regular-season 
games after replacing Joel Quenneville, but did Brunette 
show the Panthers enough to earn a long-term extension? 
Or will Florida explore its options given some of the other 
names -- Barry Trotz and Rick Bowness among them -- 
looking for new jobs? 

Then there are the roster questions. Florida swung for the 
fences acquiring pending unrestricted free agents Ben 
Chiarot and Claude Giroux at the trade deadline to help with 
its playoff run. It's unlikely either player re-signs with the 
Panthers long-term, so the team will have those holes to 
address. 

The Panthers' blue line will be a priority. Expect Zito to be 
busy upgrading there. It will be on the next coach -- whether 
that's Brunette or someone else -- to get better defensive 
play out of Florida's talented forwards. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

A return to the playoffs, certainly. Another Presidents' Trophy 
banner? Probably not. But if Florida can recapture its goal-
scoring prowess, this time with a side of 200-foot balance, 
then the Panthers might make it past the second round next 
spring. 

First-round exits 

Dallas Stars 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $17,957,499 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

When scoring is at a 26-year high around the league, it's 
tough being a team that doesn't score very much. Dallas 
averaged the fewest goals per game in the regular season 
among playoff teams (2.84) and struggled to score in the 
playoffs, too. Granted, Dallas was also among the stingiest 
clubs defensively, but when push came to shove the Stars 
simply couldn't generate enough output. 

Their top line of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Jason 
Robertson was among the NHL's best in the regular season 
and carried Dallas again in the first round, a big task that 
clearly took its toll. Dallas had too many passengers and not 
enough game-changers up front -- Tyler Seguin and Jamie 
Benn were unreliable in that respect -- which put a lot of 
pressure on their capable defense and excellent goaltender, 
Jake Oettinger, to pick up the slack. 

It just wasn't an overall recipe for success. There wasn't 
enough dimension to Dallas' game, and it became too easy 
to wear them down. Which was a shame in Oettinger's case, 
because he was truly fantastic giving the Stars a great 
chance against Calgary. 

Keys to the offseason 

The good news for the Stars is that they made the playoffs. 
Battling down the stretch and achieving that goal gives 
everyone a boost and maybe some added energy going into 
next season. Before Dallas gets there though, general 
manager Jim Nill has work to do. First up is extending 

Robertson, a pending RFA. There's no question, after 
Robertson's 79-point regular season, that he's a star in the 
making and due to be paid accordingly. 

Then there's pending UFA John Klingberg -- is he staying or 
going? The veteran blueliner had a strange series against 
Calgary, ramping up his physicality and leading the playoff 
field in penalty minutes. Klingberg is a staple on Dallas' back 
end though and Nill clearly didn't trade him for a reason; now 
it's time to see if both sides can meet in the middle. Which 
leads to the goaltending situation. Braden Holtby's contract is 
expiring. Oettinger is an RFA and projects to be the team's 
starter moving forward. What does his next deal look like and 
who is the backup if Holtby leaves? All that has to get settled 
before Nill can even start to address the depth scoring 
issues. Busy, busy offseason ahead. 

And that's before we get to the coaching search, as the team 
announced on May 20 that Rick Bowness would be stepping 
down, and that all of his assistants would be leaving the club 
as well. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Pavelski is 37 and coming off the highest season point total 
(81) of his career. If Pavelski, Robertson and Hintz can 
maintain what they did on the top line, and if Nill can add 
around them with more consistent and effective help, Dallas 
could be more than a wild-card team. That's the best-case 
scenario, though. 

Can Seguin and Benn can return to form? Can Hintz and 
Robertson can take another dramatic step forward? There 
are a lot of questions in Dallas. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $28,790,658 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Injuries, injuries and more injuries. The roughly five periods 
the Penguins were without captain Sidney Crosby turned the 
series, allowing the New York Rangers to rally for back-to-
back wins and force a Game 7 back at Madison Square 
Garden. 

But the injuries went beyond that. The Louis Domingue story 
was heartwarming, and he was an absolute hero for winning 
Game 1 after Casey DeSmith's injury. But his flub on Chris 
Kreider's goal in Game 6 was a killer. They missed Rickard 
Rakell and Brian Dumoulin, who were injured in Game 1. 
They missed Brian Boyle on their penalty kill. 

The Penguins have admirably played through injuries in the 
regular season. It's an annual tradition. A few hit at the 
wrong time in this series. Beyond that, the Penguins may 
have won the 5-on-5 battle against the Rangers, as the 
analytics portended before the series. But the Rangers 
emphatically won the special teams battle. And, in the end, 
the series. 

Keys to the offseason 

Crosby has openly discussed how this could be the last ride 
for the Penguins core. Evgeni Malkin, 35, is an unrestricted 
free agent. So is Crosby's winger Bryan Rust and his trusted 
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defenseman, Kris Letang. There's little chance all three will 
return. 

Among the other unrestricted free agents: Rakell, whom they 
acquired from Anaheim at the deadline, Evan Rodrigues, 
Game 6 GOAT, Boyle, DeSmith and Domingue. They have 
restricted free agents in Kasperi Kapanen and Danton 
Heinen. With 15 players under contract and over $28 million 
in open cap space, GM Ron Hextall has a chance to remake 
a good portion of this roster if he chooses to do so. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Prediction: Of the three big free agents, only Letang returns. 
With him, Crosby, Tristan Jarry in goal and Mike Sullivan 
behind the bench, the Penguins will remain in the playoff 
picture, but not the championship one. Crosby's not getting 
any younger, but he's still putting up incredible numbers and 
exerted his influence on this series when he was healthy. 
There's still time to surround him with a different supporting 
cast and make a go of it, but the Penguins may have to take 
a slight step back to take a leap back towards contention. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,083,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Saying "Connor McDavid happened" would be accurate but 
a little myopic. 

The fact is that the Kings weren't yet ready for this moment, 
with such a young supporting cast surrounding the veterans 
who all brought it in this series -- Anze Kopitar, Jonathan 
Quick, Alex Iafallo and especially Phillip Danault. Would 
things have been different if defenseman Drew Doughty and 
forward Viktor Arvidsson weren't sidelined for the entire 
series? Undoubtedly, especially when it comes to Doughty, 
whom they could have deployed against McDavid or Leon 
Draisaitl (or both). 

But as it stands, the Kings gave the Oilers a heck of a series, 
and one that will benefit players like Sean Durzi, Mikey 
Anderson, Arthur Kaliyev, Carl Grundstrom and Quinton 
Byfield going forward. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goodbye to Dustin Brown, the 37-year-old winger who 
skated into retirement after this series. His contract coming 
off the books helped contribute to the Kings having over $20 
million in open cap space, but only 14 players under contract 
for next season. 

Among the unrestricted free agents: Forward Andreas 
Athanasiou, defensemen Alex Edler, Olli Maatta and Troy 
Stecher. Among the restricted free agents: Forwards Adrian 
Kempe, Brendan Lemieux, Gabe Vilardi and Grundstrom; as 
well as Anderson and Durzi on D. 

GM Rob Blake has some negotiating ahead of him. But he 
also has some decisions to make. The Kings were 
aggressive in signing Danault last offseason, as their veteran 
stars wanted help. Will Blake add more veteran 
reinforcements in the offseason? Could Coyotes 

defenseman Jakob Chychrun return to their radar as a trade 
option? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kings are a playoff team, and there's no going back. 
That sweet spot where the veteran players are still viable 
and the young supporting cast is hitting its stride is very 
much still where the franchise will be next season. With a 
few additions to the defense corps, and a few players like 
Byfield and Rasmus Kupari leveling up, the Kings could 
make more than a cameo appearance in next season's 
playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,456,884 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd (WPG), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Toronto is its own worst enemy. Even when everything 
seems to be going right, the team finds a way to fall short. 
The Leafs had a terrific, record-setting regular season. They 
battled adversity and showed more resiliency than years 
past. They can claim one of the league's most prolific stars in 
Auston Matthews. And the list goes on from there. 

Toronto channeled all those positives into its first-round 
series with Tampa Bay, and were arguably the better team 
from start to finish. Plus -- get this -- it was the core of 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander and John Tavares 
actually leading the way. 

So why has the offseason still come early for the Leafs? A 
lack of killer instinct has plagued them before. Failing to 
close out a team twice in a row, like they did against Tampa, 
suggests that's still a problem. The mental makeup of a team 
is harder to analyze than shoddy on-ice play. Toronto didn't 
fail because of the latter, which makes it that much more 
difficult to explain. How the Leafs justify and respond to yet 
another letdown when they repeatedly showed themselves 
capable of getting the job done will say a lot about what their 
next chapter looks like. 

Keys to the offseason 

There have to be changes coming in Toronto. It seems likely 
those will start in the front office. President Brendan 
Shanahan and general manager Kyle Dubas will be first to 
answer for another first-round blow. How does that end? 
Both execs have doubled (and tripled) down on the Leafs 
and their core over the past two years in particular. The plan 
hasn't worked. Has the time come to go in a new direction? 
Toronto didn't play badly in the postseason. It was a better 
series than any other they've played under Shanahan and 
Dubas. And it'll be difficult to make massive alterations 
considering the Leafs have little cap space with which to 
maneuver. 

Combine all those factors and it's safe to say everything is 
on the table for Toronto. What will it do with pending 
unrestricted free-agent goalie Jack Campbell, who covets a 
big payday the Leafs might be unable to accommodate? And 
if it's not Campbell in net, where does Toronto go next? If the 
Leafs continue going younger on defense and hand more 
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responsibility to Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren, what 
will that mean for Jake Muzzin? 

So many questions for the Leafs to answer. So much 
disappointment that needs to be overcome. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Toronto won't be completely dismantled so Matthews, 
Marner and company will keep them in the playoff 
conversation. Will they be a contender, though? What to 
expect from the Leafs long term hinges on how they address 
the goaltending situation, first and foremost. But Toronto 
should go into next season believing it can get back to the 
postseason. 

Boston Bruins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $5,370,834 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CGY), 4th, 6th, 7th (OTT), 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Bruins have talent. They just didn't get enough 
consistency out of it. And too often, Boston's best players 
were out of the lineup. The Bruins were hammered by 
injuries from start to finish of the regular and postseason, 
losing Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, 
Hampus Lindholm and others at the worst times. It never felt 
like Boston could get in a rhythm with regular lines and 
pairings, or that the team could truly establish an identity this 
postseason -- losing Charlie McAvoy to the COVID protocol 
for a game didn't help. 

It would be easy to blame the Bruins' aging core, but in the 
postseason, reuniting Brad Marchand, Bergeron and 
Pastrnak gave Boston its biggest spark. A lack of depth 
scoring was likely the Bruins' bigger problem. Only five 
players generated 20 or more goals this season, and there 
was too much disparity between the organization's top and 
bottom. As more injury issues piled up down the stretch, it 
felt like the Bruins simply ran out of gas into the playoffs. 

Keys to the offseason 

Boston needs to know what's next for Bergeron. The 36-
year-old is a pending unrestricted free agent who, as 
mentioned, dealt with a number of injuries this season. It's 
unlikely Bergeron would want to sign elsewhere after 
spending his entire career in Boston, but the direction this 
team is headed could influence his decision making as well. 

Jake DeBrusk is a question mark as well. His trade request 
was never rescinded; is this the summer general manager 
Don Sweeney finds DeBrusk a new home? 

Once those immediate concerns are addressed, Sweeney 
has to figure out how to fill out his roster with more scoring. 
Boston swung big on Lindholm at the trade deadline and 
signed him to a long-term extension; now Sweeney has to 
find similarly impactful pieces that will contribute on the 
scoresheet and fit the Bruins' mold of playing physical, 
intimidating hockey. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Bruins will be a playoff contender again. Whether they'll 
be more than a one-round wonder will depend heavily on 
how well Sweeney takes care of summer business. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,289,167 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (WPG), 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Capitals had them -- twice. 

It was Game 4 in D.C. After T.J. Oshie sent Sam Bennett 
into Northern Virginia with an open-ice hit, Evgeny 
Kuznetsov went the other way and scored to give 
Washington a third-period lead. Win that game, and it's a 3-1 
series. Instead, the Panthers tied the game and Carter 
Verhaeghe won it in overtime. 

Then came Game 5 in Sunrise. The Capitals built a 3-0 lead 
and could have flown back to Washington with a chance to 
close the series ... only to have the Cardiac Cats rally for a 5-
3 win. These missed opportunities -- and an injury to top-line 
winger and series disruptor Tom Wilson -- led to their 
eventual demise, and into an intriguing offseason. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Capitals already have 18 players under contract for next 
season, including core players who are all 30 years old (or 
older) next season. They were a 100-point team thanks 
primarily to a 50-goal, 90-point season by the Russian 
Machine Alex Ovechkin. Players like Nicklas Backstrom and 
Oshie were limited by injury, and didn't have their usual 
offensive outputs, but they fared well in the postseason. 
Hence, the Capitals feel like one of those late-stage 
contenders that just needs to secure an invitation to the party 
and then will see how long they can dance. It's possible that, 
given the contracts on the roster, they run it back with much 
of this roster in 2022-23. 

But not all of this roster. Trade deadline forward pickups 
Marcus Johansson and Johan Larsson are unrestricted free 
agents, as is defenseman Justin Schultz. 

The goaltending situation is most interesting. Both Vitek 
Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov are restricted free agents. 
Vanecek had a solid regular season and a lousy postseason; 
Samsonov had a below-replacement-level regular season 
but played well in the playoffs, despite the series result. Do 
the Capitals seek an upgrade here? Do they see anything in 
third-stringer Zach Fucale? And if they do return Samsonov 
and Vanecek, at what cost and for how long? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Ovechkin continues to be Ovechkin, which means the 
Capitals are still going to be a team sniffing around a playoff 
berth. He's 22 goals away from passing Gordie Howe for 
second all-time in goals and just 115 goals away from 
breaking Wayne Gretzky's seemingly unbreakable mark of 
894 goals. But the team could use some upgrades on the 
blue line and in goal, as the Eastern Conference should have 
a bit more balance in 2022-23 compared with this season's 
leisurely stroll to the playoffs. 
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Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The 
Wild simply didn't get enough out of their depth players. That 
wasn't a glaring issue for Minnesota in the regular season, 
but was a defining factor in their first-round loss to St. Louis. 
And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; it was all over 
the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence 
on special teams, and more key saves from goaltender 
Marc-Andre Fleury. That's why general manager Bill Guerin 
acquired Fleury at the deadline, to make Minnesota a true 
Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason 
gave the crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the 
latter's excellent play all season, Minnesota couldn't switch 
goalies so late in a playoff series. They needed Fleury to 
rebound along with his teammates, and the bet didn't pay 
out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. 
The largest hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, 
Minnesota is carrying $12,743,588 in dead cap space from 
the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise buyouts. That's around 15% 
of their space, and will absolutely impact what the Wild can 
do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with 
pending restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 
85 points in 82 games and, is arbitration-eligible again after 
playing on a one-year, $5.1 million contract in 2021-22. Is 
this when Guerin makes a long-term with Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be 
-- surprise, surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent 
this summer, but Talbot is signed for another season. The 
Wild have a solid option at starter, but who supports Talbot? 
Also, what's the next contract for pending RFA defenseman 
Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San Jose at the 
deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space 
concerns, the Wild could retool and take another shot at a 
long playoff run. They have sensational talents in Kirill 
Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There are strong 
pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from 
disappointment and build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong?  

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as 
far as Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against 
Roman Josi, Matt Duchene or any of Nashville's other top 
performers. It was Saros who kept Nashville afloat during 
tough stretches of the regular season; and once he was 
ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, it 
was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the 
Predators. David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor 
Ingram after a poor Game 1 performance, and there was 
simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-goal with Colorado 
without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work 
things out (or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. 
Poile opted not to trade Forsberg before March's deadline, 
believing he would be a valuable asset in the Predators' 
playoff push and that there was time to get a deal done over 
the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value 
after a 42-goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. 
After Forsberg, the Predators have to examine their defense 
and decide if it's strong enough behind Josi. Rookie 
Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in the 
future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some 
veteran additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding 
No. 1 goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen 
are around the prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true 
question mark. With him in the fold and a healthy Saros, 
there's no reason Nashville can't be in the playoff picture 
again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's a 
massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to 
stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th 
(TOR), 6th (NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which 
young players will have extraordinary success for a portion of 
the season but are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their 
share of young players in 2021-22, many of them making an 
impact to turn Anaheim into a surprising contender. But 
things changed in early March. The Ducks went winless in 11 
straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return 
to relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive 
season. Center Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his 
over-the-net passing and lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman 
Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of the season, played 
nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in the 
Pacific until that skid. 
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New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob 
Murray, who entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse 
amid allegations of professional misconduct -- moved 
veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson and Rickard 
Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the Ducks were 
punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the 
retirement announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free 
agents in forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), 
Isac Lundestrom (RFA), Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and 
defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach 
Dallas Eakins had his contract option picked up for the 2022-
23 season. One question for Verbeek is whether to bring 
more of the team's prospects -- forwards Jacob Perreault 
and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another 
question for Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't 
build does he see as part of the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from 
earlier this season, infused with the energy of their young 
stars and playing an exciting brand of hockey. That offense 
dipped as the season went on and their defense -- which 
wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled during the long 
winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced team, 
and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next 
season. But there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 
2nd (SJ), 2nd (NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring 
team struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on 
chances when it did. In well over one-third of their games this 
season, the Coyotes were either shut out or scored a single 
goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best 
player, Jakob Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 
points last season, Chychrun had only 21 points in 47 games 
in an injury-plagued campaign. That certainly impacted the 
Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given their 
constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of 
injury problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, 
Christian Fischer, Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others 
missed time with various ailments. It would be nearly 
impossible for any team to lose that many crucial bodies and 
carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at 
Gila River Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier 
venue at Arizona State University. That will be quite the 
transition for Arizona as it is; at the same time, GM Bill 
Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys 
who will sign multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to 
check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's 
future. He took many calls on the defenseman prior to the 
March trade deadline but decided to stand pat. Will that hold 
into the summer as well? Chychrun had a down year, but 
he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now the time for 
Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. 
And deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? 
Harri Sateri? Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes 
pick right, and Armstrong can fill in the other gaps through 
trades and free agency, it's reasonable to think Arizona will 
be better than this season. How much better? Not playoff 
bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 
(NJ), 6th, 6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season 
fine, winning five of its first seven games. Then starting 
goaltender Craig Anderson got hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't 
return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 without him and 
averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while cycling 
through five other options in the crease. The lack of 
consistency at such an important position undoubtedly hurt 
the Sabres' prospects. Same goes with defense. Rasmus 
Dahlin came into his own this season but it was a process. 
The early-season growing pains for that entire blue line in 
finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which 
removed a top talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex 
Tuch and Peyton Krebs in return. Eichel, of course, would 
not play until February following surgery on a herniated disc, 
but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at any 
point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next 
season? In a perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign 
Anderson and have him be half of a one-two tandem with 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo a known 
veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-
coming Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick 
in 2017 and -- the Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of 
the future. If that scenario doesn't appeal to them, then GM 
Kevyn Adams will have to work the trade market and/or free 
agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so Buffalo doesn't 
run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 
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The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their 
burgeoning core. Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is 
on the horizon. Dahlin is a rising star. Adams should be on 
the lookout for potential veteran additions for the blue line to 
maximize that group's potential. Up front, Tage Thompson, 
Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a solid 
final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its 
goaltending settled -- that this team won't push for its first 
postseason appearance since 2010-11. The Sabres have 
played some great hockey since March. Coach Don Granato 
can see the chemistry emerging and will keep nurturing it. 
Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd 
(TOR), 6th, 6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to 
start the season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as 
coach. Derek King stepped in as the interim coach, and there 
was a requisite bump of better play that wouldn't last. 
Chicago could never find consistency offensively or 
defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel 
(prior to his being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously 
looking for more players to contribute. Some would, in 
spurts, but never for long enough to give Chicago the 
momentum it needed. Defensively there was little cohesion 
at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among 
teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult 
seasons for some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and 
Kirby Dach. And once Marc-Andre Fleury was traded at the 
deadline, the goaltending suffered (the Blackhawks were in 
the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's departure) 
and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to 
bottom and figure out who's staying and who's going. That 
starts with King behind the bench. Will he remain or will 
Davidson start a broader search for his replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the 
Blackhawks to move on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and 
hand the keys to the next generation. Moving Hagel was 
already a sign Davidson won't be shy about making 
changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there veteran 
pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of 
talent? Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' 
path ahead hinges on how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back 
to its former glory. The team's primary goal for next season 
should include becoming tougher to play against. Too often 
this season the Blackhawks were an easy out. Rebuilding 
can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever comprises 
this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th 
(TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past 
year, they traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois 
to the Winnipeg Jets for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman 
David Savard to the Tampa Bay Lightning; traded star 
defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago Blackhawks before 
he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced head 
coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who 
vowed to give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles 
in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov 
saw an increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole 
Sillinger, 18, had a promising rookie season. Best of all, 
Laine became Laine again with a point-per-game season 
that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. 
The Blue Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from 
December to January that torpedoed their record. Important 
players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, Alexandre Texier, 
Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of time. 
Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive 
teams in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 
expected goals against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis 
Merzlikins' save percentage decline for the third straight 
season and Joonas Korpisalo become one of the league's 
most mediocre goaltenders -- although obviously this critique 
of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue Jackets 
were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with 
arbitration rights who made $7.5 million against the cap on a 
one-year deal. This season should be enough proof of 
concept to earn him a long-term contract as one of the 
Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized 
yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a 
couple of veterans to help out on the defensive end, 
potentially through free agency, and preferably ones who 
could bring the lineup the size and physicality that was 
lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-year 
contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will 
Columbus pair Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or 
bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 
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The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per 
game) than their underlying numbers would have indicated 
(23rd in expected goals per 60 minutes). That said, their 
offensive is going to be OK. The bigger problem is on the 
other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions tactically or 
GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're 
healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 
4th (COL), 5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red 
Wings were no exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 
record) this season wound up being a microcosm of what 
would unfurl the rest of the way, with strings of great 
performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-worthy 
losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won 
only 17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the 
Red Wings among the league's worst clubs in high-danger 
chances allowed. Outside of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, 
Detroit didn't have many standouts on the back end. The 
poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress 
Detroit was able to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. 
Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were 
electric at times, but Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam 
Erne failed to take flight. It became a matter of too many 
passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. 
Filip Hronek and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans 
signed for next season. To improve their execution 
defensively, the Red Wings will need the right personnel 
leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman 
still committed to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in 
as his next coach? Those questions need answering -- and 
not with words but actions. Larkin and Bertuzzi, in their mid-
20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, respectively; 
are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 
2015-16. Who will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- 
Seider, Raymond and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the 
key will be figuring out how best to support that young core 
going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's 
tough to proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better 
next year. There are some impressive prospects in Detroit's 
pipeline, including Simon Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, 

who could find their way into the big club's roster 
conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their young 
core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation 
for the team that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe 
that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd 
(ANA), 3rd (CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th 
(STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go 
wrong for this team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup 
Final, Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) 
and coach Dominique Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any 
one glaring issue that made the Canadiens so hapless, 
either. Carey Price being unavailable because of injury and a 
stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed 
team. Exciting talents such as Cole Caufield were 
floundering. The defense was atrocious. One thing after 
another made attempts at improvement feel more and more 
futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in 
along the way and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late 
to salvage much in the standings. But St. Louis got Caufield 
firing, Price returned to game action and the Canadiens 
played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have 
the interim tag removed and sign a long-term deal as 
Montreal's coach. That will be the easiest move Hughes 
makes before September. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. 
So much of how Hughes navigates the coming months will 
hinge on his starting goaltender. Can Price step back into 
that elite, full-time role Montreal is accustomed to getting 
from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does Hughes 
have to address the goaltending position either way, even 
with Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll 
be manning the crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order 
following Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out 
indefinitely with lingering injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long 
been on the table, and Montreal doesn't have a deep swatch 
of veterans signed after him. Hughes will have to restock the 
shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal in its 
next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement 
brought by Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing 
veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 
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Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two 
months, the Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. 
Montreal did begin to fall off again later in April -- losing Allen 
to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't reflect poorly on St. 
Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to really get 
a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how 
Hughes can wield the many picks he has -- including seven 
in the first three rounds of July's draft -- the Canadiens could 
avoid a full rebuild and come back as a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th 
(CBJ), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' 
best-laid plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it 
was veteran Corey Crawford retiring after signing as a free 
agent. In 2021-22, it was another veteran in Jonathan 
Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed him to 
pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely 
above replacement level ... when he played. The Devils 
ended up using seven goaltenders this season because of 
injuries, finishing near the bottom of the league in save 
percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, 
having his best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, 
scoring 56 points. Free-agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 
17 games because of a jaw injury in an underwhelming first 
season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in 
expected goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 
28th in goals-against average. They have to make a decision 
on Blackwood, figure out what they have in Nico Daws, then 
see if Bernier can return from his hip ailment or if the Devils 
need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap 
space to address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran 
defenseman P.K. Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; 
adding skilled size to Hughes' line; and re-signing leading 
scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, who leveled up 
considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a 
.398 winning percentage in two seasons with the Devils and 
is signed through next season. Will New Jersey make a 
change in the offseason or will Ruff have a chance to coach 
under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? If he stays, it 
wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where 
they've had some luck. Given their depth at center, would 

they opt for Slovak winger Juraj Slafkovsky or his 
countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing 
anything except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they 
can't get better goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New 
Jersey should be a top-10 scoring team next season, given 
its talent. If the Devils use their considerable cap space 
smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff 
round, the Islanders had the most disappointing season of 
any team in 2021-22, digging themselves an early-season 
hole from which they could never escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing 
touches on their new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. 
When they finally played at UBS Arena, it was not a happy 
homecoming: The Islanders went winless in their first seven 
games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless streak 
overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at 
even strength (per expected goals against) over the previous 
two seasons to being 25th this season. Typically dependable 
players like Anthony Beauvillier and Kyle Palmieri didn't hit 
their offensive marks, while forward Oliver Wahlstrom 
couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best 
goal-scoring season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya 
Sorokin's Vezina-caliber goaltending. But it didn't add up for 
the Islanders, who looked slow and old in a fast and young 
league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. 
Dobson needs a new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno 
Chara are both free agents and past their prime, while free 
agent Sebastian Aho was generally ineffective. Sorokin and 
Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year of his 
contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's 
struggles were anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off 
some of his 30-and-older players on long-term contracts? Or 
does he run it all back next season with hopes that the 
pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he 
was fired on May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new 
contracts would indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

core together for another kick at the can. With a few tweaks, 
especially on defense, perhaps the Islanders have another 
run in them, especially with their goaltending. A better start 
and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this 
season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 
5th (WPG), 5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought 
wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly 
the Senators' savior there, losing seven straight to start the 
season and six straight in the back half of his campaign 
before exiting in early March with an injury. That's not what 
Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his own 
subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, 
though. Tim Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet 
anyway), notching only one goal in his first 21 games, 
epitomizing a lineup that struggled to score as a whole. 
Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some of its 
younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its 
deficiencies later. That became especially true after Drake 
Batherson, the Sens' leading point-getter, was lost to an 
injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man 
rushes, sloppy in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with 
the puck. All the little negative habits that add up to negative 
results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is 
GM Pierre Dorion going to address that position for next 
season? Anton Forsberg has had a solid final third of the 
season and signed a three-year deal to stick with the 
Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the 
Sens have any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, 
one way or another, will be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a 
turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. 
Dorion added Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll 
need to do more work to help Ottawa keep the puck out of its 
own net. The Senators have cap space available to rectify 
these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff 
conversation next season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes 
some big swings in free agency and can get some 
difference-making defensive players. The Senators have 
great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady 
Tkachuk. Even if all three improve upon this campaign, more 

tweaks are necessary before we can say Ottawa realistically 
moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain 
Vigneault was fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by 
assistant coach Mike Yeo on an interim basis. Under the 
former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers would win just 
16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to injury 
in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin 
Hayes (44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a 
significant offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify 
the defensive corps. A slight uptick in goaltending quality by 
maligned franchise netminder Carter Hart was undercut by a 
penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near the bottom of the 
league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his 
brother, former NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was 
also overshadowed by the saga of captain Claude Giroux, 
the career Flyer whose time with the team ended after a 
deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and 
not enough impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason 
additions in Ellis, Rasmus Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and 
Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson played well in his first 
season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the 
offseason, believing there are enough pieces on the roster, 
with some augmentation, to contend next season. That retool 
is going to have to be quite aggressive: The Flyers need to 
replace Giroux's offense and probably add another 
established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who 
carries a $7 million cap hit into the final year of his contract? 
Will those rumors about Ivan Provorov's availability result in 
a trade? There are plenty of directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers 
could certainly use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at 
center, or Simon Nemec on defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head 
coach. There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers 
will seek out TNT commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick 
Tocchet to take over the bench. Or does a team seeking 
better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures to another 
coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are 
uniformly more impactful than last season's were and don't 
detract from other areas of the team. If they choose the right 
coach. If some of the younger players getting time this 
season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, Morgan 
Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend 
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back to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most 
of it -- happens, the Flyers could return to playoff contention. 
But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th 
(ARI), 7th (MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but 
they improved incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they 
had a .468 points percentage through 77 games this season. 
Their goaltending improved from 29th last season to 20th 
this season, thanks to the acquisitions of James Reimer, 
Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo Kahkonen, whom they 
acquired from Minnesota in a trade for defenseman Jacob 
Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 
60 minutes in all situations last season to 27th this season. 
Part of that could be attributed to the loss of forward Evander 
Kane, as the Sharks terminated Kane's deal for what they 
said was a breach of contract and for violating COVID-19 
protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug 
Wilson stepped down this season. Joe Will is the team's 
interim GM and may end up running their draft as they 
meticulously comb through candidates to succeed Wilson, 
who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-
term contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary 
committed to the 2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik 
Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas 
Hertl, whom they signed before the trade deadline. That's an 
expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find 
ways to build around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: 
productive forward Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center 
Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) 
and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an 
affordable supporting cast can solidify around their talented 
but aging core. They need more players like center Thomas 
Bordeleau, the University of Michigan product who made his 
debut this season. They could have another one in forward 
William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last year's draft, 
but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 
3rd, 4th, 4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much 
was clear. Our expectations for Seattle, based on the 
Knights' recent expansion success and Seattle drafting 
under the same rules, were inflated. Given the talent on the 
roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a 
seller at the trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that 
established a discernible identity in their inaugural season; 
yet in the end, Seattle's style and direction are as mysterious 
as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. 
Instead, Philipp Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below 
expectations and cost his team at least three wins, per 
Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the Kraken had the 
worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by 
the league's most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal 
support, either. They were near the bottom of the goals per 
game rankings, watching players like Joonas Donskoi 
struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and Brandon Tanev 
limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the 
Kraken a potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of 
the future. How to achieve that future will involve the NHL 
draft, where the Kraken will have five picks in the first two 
rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle will rise or 
fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll 
have around $21 million in open cap space. They can see 
what worked and what didn't this season and adjust 
accordingly. That goes for the players and the coaches, 
whose player usage and systems contributed to the team's 
offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off 
this season and become the goalie they thought they signed 
last summer -- the one who was going to be the foundation 
for what they're building in the Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first 
year. Jared McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the 
analytics portended. Yanni Gourde was as solid as expected. 
Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. So consider the 
inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; they'll 
keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the 
hand turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. 
Another season outside the playoffs, considering what's in 
the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 
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2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. 
GM Jim Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 
6, 2021. Benning had been at the helm since 2014, and the 
Canucks made the playoffs just twice during his tenure. One 
of those times was a second-round exit in the 2020 bubble 
playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep 
probably could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the 
regime returned, with Benning having made overly 
aggressive moves in an effort to save his job -- like the Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache he 
figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had 
already proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 
start, months after Vancouver handed him a two-year 
contract extension. Enter miracle worker Bruce Boudreau, 
who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and pushed this roster 
as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim Rutherford 
and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from 
Thatcher Demko, star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it 
was another big offensive season from defenseman Quinn 
Hughes and a career year from forward J.T. Miller, whom the 
Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at the trade 
deadline despite next season being the last one on his 
contract. But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were 
solved too slowly for the Canucks to make the cut. Too 
much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a 
team option for a second season, although it's been reported 
that he could walk away from that option. As long as the term 
is right, bringing back Boudreau is a no-brainer: He cracked 
the code on this team and changed the vibe of the franchise. 

They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million 
against the cap next season before becoming an unrestricted 
free agent; it's hard to imagine he's not part of the solution in 
Vancouver, given his breakout season. Forward Brock 
Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name continues to 
circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin 
and Rutherford would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in 
their image, while figuring out which pieces of the core they'll 
retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. 
Given a full offseason, training camp and 82-game 
campaign, we have faith that he can get the Canucks back to 
the playoffs. They have some foundational pieces in place -- 
you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to 

add more. The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should 
lead to prosperity next season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights 
beyond their control this season, they missed the playoffs for 
the first time in franchise history due to unforced errors, cap 
mismanagement and straying too far from their identity. 

Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and 
needing the cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy 
winner Marc-Andre Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. 
That ended up destabilizing their goaltending: The Knights 
went from 2nd in team save percentage to 20th, and Lehner 
didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder surgery. The 
Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to 
unload with a deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the 
move canceled by the NHL after it turned out Anaheim was 
on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out 
team attempting to bring back players from long-term injured 
reserve. This underscored a two-fold problem this season: 
The financial constraints of their own making, which were 
only exacerbated when the Knights traded for Jack Eichel in 
a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible number of 
injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key 
forward Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player 
acquisitions that turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster 
crushed under the weight of its payroll and expectations. 
That was evident in the final games of the season, when the 
Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses to 
New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at 
Dallas; and then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the 
other three defeats were in the shootout, where Vegas went 
a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last 
three seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. 
The Knights were a Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't 
even make the postseason. The key to the offseason is the 
scope of that reaction. The ball started rolling on May 16, 
when the team fired head coach Peter DeBoer. Do they 
make any more changes? Does it mean another aggressive 
offseason acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? Or do the 
Knights write off this injury-plagued season and run it back 
with much of the same roster, including a sharper Jack 
Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some 
immediate questions to be addressed. Smith is an 
unrestricted free agent that's likely gone. Do they revisit a 
Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move Max Pacioretty 
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one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor 
this season. As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your 
luck is rotten. But the other issues that impacted the Knights 
were self-inflicted, and many of them can be corrected in the 
offseason with better cap management and some tweaks to 
the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility 
and, above all else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th 
(ARI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the 
NHL's best. Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them 
had a tough season at the same time. So much so, coach 
Paul Maurice didn't think he could get enough out of the 
group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' 
overall confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars 
were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in 
the season and didn't find an offensive groove until later. 
Nikolaj Ehlers was one the Jets' best forwards, but he too 

was felled by injury midseason, and that hurt the Jets' 
chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, 
and the more they fought to stay above water, the harder 
another wave of adversity would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on 
the entire team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of 
contending for a wild-card spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next 
coach. Dave Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-
term slot for him? Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most 
important task for the Jets: putting this wasted year behind 
them and starting fresh. It's not as if the Jets' require a 
massive overhaul. They have good players and good 
prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This 
was just a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make 
alterations here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-
Dubois' next deal as well, which will be a priority negotiation 
between the club and its pending restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on 
its shoulder. This was not the year the Jets intended to have, 
and there are far too many good players in this lineup to 
have it happen again. There should be high expectations for 
the Jets going forward, both inside and outside the 
organization.
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Rangers outlast Hurricanes with timely offence, tremendous goaltending 

By Rory Boylen 

The Carolina Hurricanes' run of success at home was 
abruptly ended Monday night, their first post-season PNC 
Arena loss in 2022 ending their season in Round 2.  

After such dominance in front of the home crowd against 
Boston and New York, Carolina's 6-2 loss in Game 7 will be 
a tough pill to swallow. The power play was absent again, 
more bad luck hit their crease with another injury mid-way 
through the game, and another big hit by Jacob Trouba 
became a key moment that will earn him no fans in Carolina.  

And now, again, this is a group that will head into the off-
season wondering what the heck they have to do differently 
to really break through as a top team in their conference.  

"This is always tough, tougher maybe because I felt like we 
were in a different spot this year. We were right there," 
Canes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That makes it a little 
tougher. And it's another chance, I don't want to say lost, but 
it's another year you don't get that chance. Very proud of the 
group though. Phenomenal year." 

The New York Rangers, on the other hand, have overcome 
some concerning season-long underlying numbers and, with 
tremendous play in net and timely offence from their top 
players, will return to the Eastern Conference Final for the 
first time since 2015. And they'll get a chance at revenge, 
too, because they'll play the same opponent they drew the 
last time they were here -- though the Tampa Bay Lightning 
arrive as back-to-back champs in 2022. 

The Rangers are in for their toughest test yet and, finally, 
won't have such an advantage in the crease. While most of 
New York's playoff games this season have come against 
the other team's second- and third-stringers, now they'll meet 
Andrei Vasilevskiy.  

But before we turn the page and focus on the East Final, let's 
look back at some of what we saw in Game 7 between New 
York and Carolina. 

Carolina's power play finally caught up to them 

The Hurricanes finished the regular season with the league's 
13th-ranked power play, clicking at 22 per cent, but it had 
been a sagging situation for some time. From March 1 
through the end of the regular season -- a 30-game period -- 
Carolina's power play ranked 26th at 15.6 per cent. In their 
last 10 games, they converted on just three of 24 PP 
attempts.  

So the fact that Carolina continued to have issues on the 
man advantage in the playoffs isn't shocking with that 
context in mind, but it's still hard to believe a team with their 
offensive talent couldn't find a way to adjust. In Games 6 and 
7 with a chance to close out the Rangers, Carolina scored 
once on the power play in seven opportunities and it was the 
obvious difference in Game 7. The Canes had their shots 
here and where the Rangers went 2-for-3, the Canes went 1-

for-4, the lone tally cutting a four-goal deficit to three with just 
half a period left.  

Too little, far too late. 

Their only other power play goal in the series was in Game 
5, and it was the game-winner off Teuvo Teravainen's stick.  

As they did all series, the Canes had a distinct advantage in 
opportunities at 5-on-5, where they had 29 more shot 
attempts and seven more high dangers opportunities than 
New York, but Shesterkin was a stud and nullified that 
advantage. It's what he did all season for a Rangers team 
that was more often than not handled at evens. 

Carolina needed to find better control on the man advantage, 
open up Shesterkin with royal road passes, and just get to 
the higher quality areas more often for their shots. They 
managed just five shots in four 5-on-4 opportunities and got 
just two high danger looks. With your season on the line and 
afforded ample power play chances, the Canes were too 
comfortable with outside shots. 

Not a recipe for success against the best goalie in the NHL 
this season. 

Shesterkin vs. Vasilevskiy 

If that last sentence was at all controversial, well, next round 
will showcase the top two goalies going right now. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy is the established "best goalie in the world" who 
has been absolutely unbeatable in must-win playoff games 
the past three seasons, though he wasn't a Vezina finalist in 
2021-22. Shesterkin is the Next One, this year's Vezina 
favourite, who himself has won five straight playoff 
elimination games, with a .930 save percentage.  

In Game 7 against the Hurricanes Shesterkin was his 
difference-making self and while the final score was a blow 
out in New York's favour, there were certainly times when 
Carolina could have gotten on the board first, or crawled 
back into the game when it was early enough to not be out of 
reach yet. 

His first period was especially important, when Shesterkin 
faced 16 shots and turned aside all of them. It was the best 
20 minutes of Carolina's evening and their inability to get one 
goal there really left them in a tough hole. 

"He's done it all year. Nothing surprises me," Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said of his netminder. "We're not perfect, but 
we find ways to win."  

Shesterkin was masterful, and now will face the master at his 
position in the conference final. The advantage New York 
has held in goal in their first two rounds will not exist 
anymore. Welcome to the Conference Finals. Welcome to 
the Jungle.  

Jacob Trouba hit at the centre of attention again 
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While Adam Fox will get star treatment heading into the next 
round, and rightly so, Jacob Trouba figures to be a major 
factor for the Rangers on the blue line.  

Averaging over 25 minutes a game, Trouba logged 24 
minutes of ice in Game 7, had a game-leading five blocked 
shots and two recorded hits. It's that physical nature that will 
come in handy next round against a fresher Lightning team. 
No one on the Rangers comes close to the number of hits 
Trouba has thrown around in these playoffs.  

But with his style comes controversy from time to time, and 
the chance of suspension is always just around the corner. 
Trouba has had a few of those moments in these playoffs.  

Just six days before Game 7 against Carolina, Trouba 
levelled Max Domi in Game 4 action on a hit that some 
thought should have lead to supplemental discipline, though 
did not get called as a penalty. Trouba ultimately avoided 
any punishment here.  

In Round 1, Trouba's hit on Sidney Crosby removed the 
Penguins' superstar from Game 5 and he had to sit out 
Game 6 as well. Though there was no penalty called on this 
play either, the Penguins thought there was intent here, and 
also called out an elbow Trouba had thrown earlier in the 
game on Jake Guentzel.  

So it was in Game 7 against Carolina that a Trouba hit again 
became a key turning point, and a controversial moment to 
some.  

With the Rangers holding just a one-goal lead midway into 
the first period, Trouba went straight through Seth Jarvis as 
the rookie forward -- and key shooter on Carolina's power 
play -- tried to make a play in the offensive zone. Jarvis was 
left in distress and crawling back to the bench as the 
Rangers took play the other way. And as Jarvis struggled to 
get off the ice, his replacement jumped the bench early in 
defensive desperation and forced a too many men penalty 
against Carolina.  

The Rangers scored on the ensuing power play to open a 
two-goal lead they never turned back from.  

"That summed it all up in that shift. (Necas) jumping over, he 
doesn't realize Jarvy's toast," Brind'Amour said. "That was a 
tough blow in this game." 

While there was some online debate over the legality of the 
play, and understandable frustration that Jarvis was in such 
rough shape and couldn't return to the game as the play in 
question went unpenalized, a reminder of how Rule 48 reads 
makes it clear that, by the book, Trouba did nothing illegal 
here. The pertinent part of that rule reads... 

Illegal Check to the Head: A hit resulting in contact with an 
opponent’s head where the head was the main point of 
contact and such contact to the head was avoidable is not 
permitted. In determining whether contact with an opponent's 

head was avoidable, the circumstances of the hit including 
the following shall be considered: 

(i) Whether the player attempted to hit squarely through the 
opponent’s body and the head was not "picked" as a result of 
poor timing, poor angle of approach, or unnecessary 
extension of the body upward or outward. 

There will be no supplemental discipline here, and you can 
bet Trouba will be someone to watch next round against the 
Lightning. 

Appreciating Antti Raanta's playoff run 

It was absolutely brutal goalie injury luck that bit the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the end this season. For a team that has been 
building up its skill base for a few years and was always held 
back somewhat by what they had -- or didn't have -- in net, 
this season was supposed to be different.  

It's why they brought in Frederik Andersen for a seeming 
bargain at $4.5 million, a slight paycut from his Toronto days. 
Andersen delivered all regular season, and he was firmly 
within the top five players at his position.  

But an injury at the tail end of the regular season persisted 
through two rounds of the playoffs and Andersen was never 
healthy enough to return for the Canes. He was still watching 
from the press box in Game 7, which meant the second- and 
third-stringers were tasked to face down Shesterkin's magic. 
And Carolina needed them both.  

When looking back at this series, the difference in 
goaltending will be a focus, and a lot of that will be because 
Shesterkin really earned the accolades he's getting for such 
a stellar showing. But Raanta does not deserve any disdain 
for his performance -- on the contrary, he gave the Canes 
everything you could have hoped for from a backup put into 
such a prolonged tough spot. 

Raanta stopped 16 of the 18 shots he faced Monday night, 
but a mid-game injury forced him from the crease with the 
Hurricanes trailing 2-0. Third-stringer Pyotr Kochetkov came 
in to replace him, immediately faced a couple of 2-on-1s and 
allowed a goal that opened the deficit to three goals. This is 
where the game slid away from Carolina.  

The 33-year-old Raanta had five career playoff games of 
experience prior to this run, all of which were relief 
appearances and none returned great performances. And 
yet put into this crease, for a team with the heavy weight of 
expectation as a division winner, Raanta cannot be blamed 
for the elimination. He finishes the playoffs with a .922 save 
percentage, 2.26 GAA and held his own in Game 7. 

It was unfortunate how his playoff run ended in injury, but it 
was a heck of an effort for Raanta over a couple of rounds.  

Carolina's elimination had far more to do with struggling 
special teams and a lack of offensive finish than its 
goaltending.
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Rangers advance with convincing Game 7 win vs. Hurricanes 

By James O’Brien 

The good news for the Carolina Hurricanes: no more of that 
home/road talk. The bad news: it’s because the Rangers just 
eliminated them from the playoffs, in Carolina, beating the 
Hurricanes 6-2 in Game 7. 

With that result, the Rangers face a well-rested Tampa Bay 
Lightning team in the 2022 Eastern Conference Final. Game 
1 (8 p.m. ET) will take place at Madison Square Garden on 
Wednesday. 

Over their previous seven home playoff games, Carolina 
gave up just eight goals. In Game 7 against the Rangers, the 
Hurricanes yielded six. (Take out the empty-netter, and it 
remains stunning.) 

Igor Shesterkin didn’t get a shutout, yet he was a huge 
difference-maker early on, never really letting the Canes in 
this one. 

Rangers add to Game 7 history, the wrong patterns break for 
Hurricanes 

The Rangers handed the Hurricanes their first Game 7 loss 
since moving to North Carolina. Previously, the Hurricanes 
won their last six Game 7s; the Rangers have now won eight 
of their last nine Game 7s. 

Many of the wrong type of patterns ended for the Canes. 

They were the first team in NHL postseason history to begin 
the playoffs with the home team winning the first 13 playoff 
games. At the most inopportune time, that run ended. 

Speaking of patterns not breaking the Hurricanes’ way in 
Game 7, the Rangers continue to be a devil to eliminate. 
New York rallied from a 3-1 series deficit against the 
Penguins in the First Round, and were down 3-2 to Carolina 
in this series. 

Rangers get off to a hot start against Hurricanes in Game 7 

Sometimes, you’re lucky to get a power play or two for an 
entire Game 7. You know, when officials “let them play” 
(*whispers* let them cheat). 

Game 7 of Hurricanes – Rangers did not begin that way. 
Both teams received two power-play opportunities, and each 
enjoyed very different results. 

Continuing talk of patterns maintaining mainly when it was 
bad for the Hurricanes, Adam Fox scored in the dying stages 
of an early power play, making it five straight games where 
the Rangers scored a first-period PPG. 

It wouldn’t be the only Rangers power-play goal from the 
opening frame. 

In a key sequence, Seth Jarvis ended up injured by a hard 
Jacob Trouba hit. He would not be able to return. Jarvis 
struggled to get off the ice, and the Hurricanes ended up 
taking a too many men on the ice penalty. Trouba wasn’t 
penalized, so the Rangers went on another power play. 

They did not take log to cash in, as Chris Kreider deftly 
deflected a great Mika Zibanejad shot-pass. 

Things never really got better for Carolina in second or third 

Once the smoke cleared on the second period, the Rangers 
were the only team who scored. 

To make matters even worse, the Rangers scored that goal 
… one of the two shots Pyotr Kochetkov faced. That’s right, 
the Hurricanes’ goalie injuries continued, as Antti Raanta left 
Game 7 late in the second. Raanta would not return. 

It’s fair to note that the Rangers faced the Penguins, who 
were eventually without both Tristan Jarry and Casey 
DeSmith. One round later, Frederik Andersen never played, 
and Raanta’s dealt with some issues. 

(Tip to Lightning: encase Andrei Vasilevskiy in bubble wrap.) 

A few minutes into the third period of Game 7, the 
Hurricanes couldn’t really get much of a rally going. ESPN’s 
telecast noted that Carolina only rallied from one 3+ goal 
deficit during the regular season. 

As Carolina was pressing, Frank Vatrano broke out Chris 
Kreider for a splendid 4-0 breakaway goal. 

From the “too little, too late” file, the Hurricanes scored a 
power-play goal 8:11 through the third. To really hammer 
home how faint that push was, Filip Chytil made it 5-1 just 40 
seconds later. 

In the late stages, Max Domi scored a garbage goal, and 
Andrew Copp made it 6-2 to wrap everything up. 

An overview of the Rangers – Hurricanes series as it 
reaches Game 7 

 In Game 1, Ian Cole lifted Carolina in overtime. 
[Score: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1 (OT)] 

 The Hurricanes’ defense really showed in Game 2, 
as the Rangers couldn’t manage a goal. [Score: 
Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0] 
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 Did you hear that the Hurricanes keep winning at 
home, but losing on the road? Those away troubles 
continued in Game 3. Gerard Gallant ended up 
unhappy with some late-game antics. [Score: 
Rangers 3, Hurricanes 1] 

 Part of the story was the Rangers tying the series 2-
2. Another big Jacob Trouba hit was also part of the 
focus of Game 4. [Score: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1] 

 A lot of patterns continued in Game 5, including the 
Hurricanes winning at home. They did, however, 
finally connect on the power play, and found the net 
for a power-play goal. [Score: Hurricanes 3, 
Rangers 1] 

 In Game 6, Igor Shesterkin looked like the sort of 
goalie who could threaten for the Hart Trophy, not 
just the Vezina. Mika Zibanejad, Filip Chytil, and 
other Rangers made up the rest of the difference. 

 Naturally, that all took us to Game 7 of the 
Hurricanes – Rangers series, pitting two teams 

who’ve been incredibly successful in similar 
situations. 

2022 NHL playoff schedule: Eastern Conference Final 

NEW YORK RANGERS v. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Game 1 – June 1: Lightning at Rangers, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 2 – June 3: Lightning at Rangers, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 3 – June 5: Rangers at Lightning, 3 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 4 – June 7: Rangers at Lightning, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN, CBC, TVAS) 
*Game 5 – June 9: Lightning at Rangers, 8 p.m. ET, (ESPN, 
SN, CBC, TVAS) 
*Game 6 – June 11: Rangers at Lightning, 8 p.m. ET, 
(ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 
*Game 7 – June 14: Lightning at Rangers, 8 p.m. ET, 
(ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 

* If necessary

 

 

 

 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes score: New York wins 6-2 in Game 7 to advance to Eastern 
Conference Final  

By Nicholas Parco  

The Hurricanes picked the worst possible time to lose in 
Carolina. After not losing a single game at home in the 
playoffs, the Hurricanes fell to the Rangers in Game 7 of the 
Eastern Conference semifinals on Monday, 6-2. The 
Rangers were led by 36 saves from the stellar Igor 
Shesterkin and, on the offensive end, by Chris Kreider.  

New York jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first period with a 
pair of power play goals, courtesy of Adam Fox and Kreider, 
respectively. For Fox, the goal came a handful of minutes 
into the period shortly after Canes star Sebastian Aho 
committed a penalty. It was the fifth straight game the 
Rangers have scored a power play goal in the first period 
and was Fox's second score of the series. 

Later in the frame, the Rangers extended their lead thanks to 
a Kreider tip on a Mika Zibanejad one-timer. Kreider was not 
done yet, as he would go on to finish the game with two 
goals. He now has 15 elimination game goals in his career -- 
more than any active player -- and is 7-1 in Game 7s, just 
one shy of the record.  

The Canes battled back in the second period and kept the 
Rangers off the board until goalie Antti Raanta suffered an 
injury. 

Following a rush at the net, Raanta fully stretched to make a 
save to his right side and sustained some type of lower-body 
injury. He left the game and did not return. 

Just moments after that, Ryan Strome made it 3-0 in favor of 
the Rangers with a wrist shot that beat Raanta's backup, 
Pyotr Kochetkov. 

In the final period, Krieder got his second goal on a 
backhand shot four minutes in. Tony DeAngelo then broke 
through for Carolina with a goal five minutes later to make it 
4-1, but at that point it was too little too late. 

Filip Chytil made it 5-1 before Canes star Max Domi lit the 
lamp to make it 5-2. Andrew Copp iced the game with an 
empty-net goal for the Rangers with just minutes left.  

Awaiting the Rangers in the Eastern Conference Final is a 
tall task. The Tampa Bay Lightning, in the hunt to win a third 
consecutive Stanley Cup, are well rested after sweeping the 
Florida Panthers in the semifinal. Game 1 of the series is set 
for Wednesday night in New York, the latter of which has 
home ice in the series.  
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Rangers Defeat Hurricanes, Advance to Eastern Conference Final 

The New York Rangers managed to knock off the Carolina 
Hurricanes in decisive fashion to advance to the Eastern 
Conference Final. 

By Mike Stephens 

The New York Rangers are headed to the Eastern 
Conference Final.  

The Rangers did what no team had managed to do this 
series leading up to Game 7: Win on the road.  

New York finally earned a win in unfriendly territory on 
Monday night, handily beating the Carolina Hurricanes by a 
score of 6-2 to knock off their divisional rivals and move just 
eight wins away from Stanley Cup glory.  

While the Rangers played a phenomenal game, the 
Hurricanes also endured a nightmare in the process. Going 
down 2-0 in the first period, the Canes opened the second 
frame by watching goaltender Antti Raanta exit with an 
injury, leaving rookie Pytor Kochetkov as their lone remaining 
line of defense. Kotchekov didn't fare much better, allowing 
three goals on nine shots while the Hurricanes' defense 
crumbled around him.  

And when they needed them most, the Rangers' big guns 
showed up.  

Chris Kreider potted his seventh and eight goals of the 
playoffs, the latter being a beautiful breakaway goal finished 
off by a sneaky little deke, while Adam Fox chipped in a goal 
and an assist, and Mika Zibanejad racked up three assists of 
his own.  

In net, Igor Shesterkin was as solid as ever, allowing just two 
goals on 38 shots to stifle any momentum the Hurricanes 
could possibly muster.  

With the Conference Final now on the horizon, the Rangers 
must begin to prepare for what should be a grudge match 
between the two-time defending Cup champions. The Tampa 
Bay Lightning have assuredly been making the most of their 
extra time off, courtesy of a four-game sweep of the 
President's Trophy-winning Florida Panthers, and will 
undoubtedly be fresh as they continue to defend their crown.  

The highlight of this series will be, without a doubt, the 
goaltending battle.  

Both Shesterkin and Andrei Vasilevskiy are phenomenal 
talents who are each in the running for the title of the NHL's 
best goaltender. Now, the pair of Russian superstars now set 
to do battle on the sport's biggest stage. It doesn't get better 
than this. 

You won't want to miss it.
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Canes fall flat at home, lose first ever Game 7 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ season came to an end in 
unceremonious fashion Monday night in PNC Arena.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

For the first time ever, the Carolina Hurricanes have lost a 
game seven.  

The Canes got completely outplayed by the New York 
Rangers in PNC Arena Monday night, falling 6-2 as the 
Rangers advanced to the Eastern Conference Finals while 
the Hurricanes’ season came to an end with their first home 
loss of these playoffs.  

From start to finish, it was a pitiful game seven effort from the 
Hurricanes. New York scored twice in the first eight minutes, 
both on the power play, while the Hurricanes couldn’t muster 
anything with an early man advantage to set the tone for the 
night.  

At no point did it feel like the Canes had a shot to win the 
game, as the Rangers converted on almost all of their prime 
chances while Carolina couldn’t really convert on a single 
one.  

Igor Shesterkin was, once again, great in net for the 
Rangers, stopping 37 of 39 shots faced while making some 
really nice saves throughout the night. The Canes were 
forced to play two goalies after an injury to starter Antti 
Raanta, who saved 16 of 18. Pyotr Kochetkov came in and 
made nine saves on 12 shots faced.  

It was an absolute nightmare of a start for the Hurricanes, as 
Carolina’s special teams faltered entirely to allow the 
Rangers to open up a 2-0 lead just eight minutes into the 
game.  

Raanta turned the puck over behind the net and Sebastian 
Aho took a hooking penalty just 1:42 into the game. The 
Canes killed off 1:58 of the penalty, but Adam Fox wristed 
one past Raanta to make it 1-0 with two seconds left on 
Aho’s infraction.  

After an empty power play for the Hurricanes, New York 
went back to the man advantage after Seth Jarvis was laid 
out by a big hit from Jacob Trouba. Jarvis struggled to get 

back to the bench and someone came on too early, as the 
Canes were hit with too many men.  

Jarvis did not return to the game after the hit from Trouba.  

This time New York tallied quickly on the power play, as 
Chris Kreider redirected one past Raanta after just 14 
seconds. The Canes had another power play later in the first 
frame, but it was even worse than the first one as the 
Rangers took their 2-0 lead into the first intermission. 

The Rangers came out in the second period and played a 
much better 5-on-5 game than they did in the first, as the 
Hurricanes had no real opportunities to get a goal back. The 
Canes did have another power play, though the predictable 
result occurred.  

The Canes took another injury blow late in the third period, 
as an awkward play ended the night for Raanta. Kreider 
gave Raanta a small shove that forced him out of the crease, 
and Raanta overstretched himself trying to get back into 
position and immediately hit the ice in pretty clear pain.  

Kochetkov entered and made a nice save off the bat, but he 
got beat near post by Ryan Strome on a rush shortly after 
coming in as New York grew its lead to 3-0 before the 
second break.  

The third period was more bad for the Hurricanes, who finally 
got on the scoreboard but never even thought about making 
a comeback.  

Kreider scored a nasty backhanded breakaway goal to make 
it 4-0 before Tony DeAngelo kept the Hurricanes from being 
shutout with a blast on the power play.  

But if the Canes had any hope of building some momentum 
from DeAngelo’s goal it was squandered almost immediately, 
as Filip Chytil made it 5-1 40 seconds later.  

Max Domi added a meaningless goal with 3:47 to play to add 
to his game seven tallies this season to make it 5-2. Andrew 
Copp made it 6-2 with an empty netter.  

And with that, the Hurricanes’ 2021-22 season came to an 
end short of the conference finals for the third straight 
season, though this time it came after the best regular 
season in the history of the franchise.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Staal, Aho on season-ending loss 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost game seven to the New York 
Rangers Monday night in PNC Arena.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The season came to an end for the Carolina Hurricanes in 
PNC Arena Monday night, as the Canes lost 6-2 to the 
Rangers.  

It was the first ever loss in game seven for the Hurricanes as 
a team, as New York dominated from start to finish to hand 
Carolina its first home loss of these playoffs.  

Following the defeat, Hurricanes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan Staal and Sebastian 
Aho spoke with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if this is the hardest moment of his coaching career: 
They’re all hard. Every year when it ends is always tough. It’s 
tougher maybe because I felt like we were in a different spot 
this year. It wasn’t that we were better than everybody, but I 
felt like we weren’t worse. We were right there. That makes it 
maybe a little tougher. It’s another chance, I don’t want to 
say lost, but it’s another year where you don’t get that 
chance. I’m very proud of the group, though, overall. It was a 
phenomenal year just the way the guys played every game 
from the start of preseason to now. They gave everything 
they had. As a coach, I’m proud of that. I’m very proud of the 
group, and I’m obviously very disappointed for the group.  

On what needed to be better Monday night: It’s the same 
story. I thought we had a great first period, and then you look 
up and we’re down two because they got the two power play 
goals. It was killer because I really felt we were playing really 
well. That’s kind of the broken record on this series.  

On the shift in the game when Jarvis got hurt: That kind of 
summed it all up in that shift. [Martin Necas] is jumping over. 
He doesn’t realize Jarvis is toast, and Jarvis is out of it. That 
was a tough blow in this game.  

On if Antti Raanta’s injury was serious and on if he would 
have had a chance to play next series if they had won: 
Yeah...And no chance. He’s going to get checked out 
tomorrow, but he would have been out, I don’t know for sure. 
But he didn’t look too good walking out of here.  

On if he had any issue with the hit on Jarvis: I haven’t even 
looked at it. But everyone didn’t say anything to me. 
Normally how we do it is the video guy is in there telling me if 
it’s a good call or not. They didn’t say anything. So, I haven’t 
looked at it.  

On it just coming down to an inability to score goals: Yeah, 
that’s a good point. I’m glad you brought it up. That’s really 
what happened here. It wasn’t a lack of offense. It was a lack 
of scoring, but usually it’s lack of scoring because you don’t 
get chances or opportunities. That’s really not what this was. 
You have to work hard to get your chances, and I think we 
did that. I don’t think we gave up a ton. Tonight we did 
towards the end because we were opening up, but that’s why 
I’m saying I’m proud of the group. They played hard and did 

it the right way, but they’ve got some talent over there. They 
played their identity. I give them a ton of credit. They cashed 
in on their power plays, and when they broke down they 
knew they had a goalie back there who made some great 
saves. It’ll be an interesting series for them. I think they are 
very similar teams in a lot of ways. We’ll see how that goes. 
But it’s a tough way to end. It’s always disappointing to lose 
and be done. But I’m super proud of the steps we took this 
year and the group in general.  

On if they have to take a step back and reevaluate if some of 
these forwards are as good as they think they are: I always 
think they’re good, it’s just do we have elite goal scorers? 
Maybe not. But we have great players. We’re built a little 
differently than some teams. You’ve got to play to your 
strengths. I think we did that, but it just didn’t work out. Going 
into tonight there were five teams left playing. That says 
something. We’ve got to come back next year and be better.  

On this being the last game with this group: Yeah, we said 
that last year and we had nine new guys. You never know 
how it’s going to work out. Hockey is a business and guys 
have to do what they have to do. We would love to keep all 
of these guys and come right back at it, but that’s probably 
not going to happen. That’s just the way it goes.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On the team not getting to its game this series and on getting 
past this level: I think there were bits of our game in each 
game. I thought at times we were all over them, and that’s 
our game; smothering teams and working them down low. 
We definitely had bits and pieces of that, but I think what it 
came down to is that we’ve got to score more goals. On the 
power play, 5-on-5, whatever it is, we’ve got to be able to put 
pucks in the back of the net. To get past this at this point and 
get over the hump, when you look back at all the years I 
think special teams is what it’s always come down to. We 
lose the special teams battle. We’ve got to be winning those, 
especially this time of year.  

On the difference between the regular season and 
postseason on the penalty kill: It’s tough. Everyone is better 
in the playoffs, so we’ve got to elevate our game. Especially 
on the PK side. We’ve got to be able to stay out of the box, 
too. We give chances and chances and chances on the 
power play with their best players playing at their best, things 
are bound to happen. One, we’ve got to stay out of the box, 
but two, we’ve got to be able to elevate our game to that 
level.  

On the disappointment level giving the season they had and 
the expectations: It’s definitely a bummer. We’ve got a great 
group of guys in there. There wasn’t a lack of effort. It’s 
never been a lack of effort. Night in and night out, we’re 
always working hard. All season long guys worked hard. It’s 
frustrating. It’s definitely a bummer to have the caliber of 
team that we did and not go farther.  

On the sting of knowing they didn’t get where they wanted to 
go: Like I just said, it’s a huge bummer. The group of guys 
that we had in there was awesome. The coaching staff has 
done a great job of getting high-quality hockey players and 
high-quality people as well. It’s a bummer. We’ll see how 
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things shake out in the offseason. It’s a bummer to see guys 
go because we had such a tight-knit group.  

On the hit and injury to Seth Jarvis and on how it changed 
the dynamic: He’s a warrior. He might be on the smaller side, 
but he’s feisty and has got a lot of heart. He’s a big 
component of our offense. It’s always tough to see someone 
go down like that, but especially someone who has been 
competitive all year and all playoffs. It shouldn’t change the 
outcome of the game.  

On if the lack of scoring was bad bounces and missed 
opportunities or more the top guys needing to step up: I think 
maybe a combination of all of it. Look who was in the crease 
for them. He played unbelievable all series. Tonight he had 
big save after big save there when we were trying to come 
back. He’s a great goaltender. I think it’s a combination of 
everything. A lot of our game is just throwing pucks at the 
net, and sometimes they bounce right on your stick and 
sometimes they don’t. It’s definitely hard, but all of it 
combined and people have to step up. Myself included. We 
need big-time players to come up big time.  

On if it’s tougher this year because they were more 
experienced and expected to win more: Yeah, I think so. 
Look at years previous and the teams we lost to. Props to 
them they played a great series, but at the end of the day, 
yeah.  

Jordan Staal 

On the number one thing they could have done better 
Monday night: I mean, it was a lot of things. We got beat 
tonight. I don’t know. We couldn’t quite solve them early. 
Being down 2-0, the PK has got to be better obviously. We 
were chasing again, and chasing is not easy.  

On what was different on special teams in the postseason: 
No, we definitely weren’t trying to change anything. We were 
trying to do what we do best. They made some good plays 
on the power play. They have a very good power play. But 
the PK was solid all year, and it obviously has to continue if 
you want to win games in the playoffs. Same thing with our 
power play. It was solid all year, but it obviously had to be 
better as well. Our 5-on-5 game was there.  

On if this one stings a little more because they felt like the 
more experienced and favored team: In a seven-game 
series, you would think the right team wins. Like I said, our 5-
on-5 play was there. I feel like we can play with anyone in 
the league and dominate. We found a way to beat ourselves 
with a few different plays in a couple different games. That 
was it, I guess.  

On what he’ll remember most about this season: The season 
itself was fun. Guys bought in. It was a great room, fun to be 
a part of and fun to lead. Beating Boston was a great feeling 
and great playoff start. We were right there with these guys. 
Having game seven, and obviously we’re on the wrong side 

this time, but did we want to get to game seven? No. We had 
a great start to the series, and we needed to find a way to 
sneak one on the road. Which we didn’t. Tonight was some 
bounces and everyone wasn’t quite there, including myself. 
Unfortunate way to end the season.  

On the hit and injury to Jarvis and on how hard it is to shake 
that off that early in the game as a team: That wasn’t fun to 
watch, obviously. Jarvis is going to be a really good player. 
Really good player. It was hard, obviously, seeing him go 
out. He’s not shy to go into the dirty areas. He wins battles 
and does all the right things. He’s just smart. It’s unfortunate 
to see what happened tonight, but man is he a good player.  

Sebastian Aho 

On if Monday was a missed opportunity or did they miss 
opportunities earlier in the series that could have not left 
them to game seven: I mean, obviously if we win on the road 
one win there would help us big time, right? Game six was 
an elimination game. Even games three or four. Get one of 
those and it’s a completely different story. We had our 
chance tonight, and we didn’t use it. So, yeah. It really 
doesn’t matter what happened in the past. It’s about the 
present moment, and obviously we couldn’t win a hockey 
game tonight. So, that’ll do it for us.  

On what sticks out that they could have done better: I’m sure 
I could give you a little bit better answer in a day or two, but 
special teams maybe? It’s tough to tell you right now. We just 
lost the game.  

On having to shake off that early hit and injury to Jarvis as a 
team: It sucks to see a guy go down, and I really hope he’s 
ok. I haven’t seen him since. Hopefully he is doing fine. He’s 
a great player. Obviously he’s been big time for us all year. 
We definitely missed him a little bit there, but another guy 
has to step up and do it as a group. You have to leave it all 
on the ice. I’m not saying that was the reason we lost the 
game, but it makes things difficult.  

On if Igor Shesterkin was that good or was the lack of 
scoring things the Canes didn’t do: I mean, you’ve got to give 
him credit. He’s a great goalie. He made some big-time 
saves. As a forward, you’ve got to find a way. The way I see 
it, I’m always trying to figure out how to score more or create 
chances to cash in. There were some moments where a goal 
would have definitely helped bring us some momentum in 
the games. At the same time, he’s a great goalie and made 
big-time saves. We’ve got to think that we weren’t good 
enough.  

On not getting as far as they wanted to with this group: Great 
group. Very tight. We had a lot of fun together. Every day 
was awesome to come to the rink with this group. It sucks, 
obviously, every time you are done and you know it’s not 
going to be the same guys. It’s part of hockey. Life goes on.

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes close out postseason with 6-2 loss against Rangers in game seven  

By Sam Overton 

If only history had repeated itself one last time. 

Despite winning every other home game across the 
postseason, the Carolina Hurricanes were ultimately unable 
to pick up a game seven victory against the New York 
Rangers at PNC Arena in Raleigh on Monday, May 30. With 
the 6-2 loss, Carolina’s 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs run has 
officially come to a close. 

It would be almost too kind to describe the first 20 minutes of 
gameplay as underwhelming. 1:42 into the first period, 
Canes center Sebastian Aho was sent to the box for a lazy 
penalty against New York center Andrew Copp. Typically, an 
early power play wouldn’t disrupt the Hurricanes — their 
penalty kill was top of the league across the regular season 
— but the postseason has been a different story. 

With mere seconds left in the power play, New York 
defenseman Adam Fox nailed a bullet into the top right of the 
net, right past goaltender Antti Raanta. Raanta, whose 
performance has been stellar throughout the playoffs, isn’t 
solely to blame for the Rangers’ early 1-0 lead — time and 
time again throughout the first period, Carolina’s defensemen 
faltered on their side of the ice. 

Although the Hurricanes’ gameplay was less than stellar at 
the start of game seven, many fans became rightfully 
incensed after New York defenseman Jacob Trouba 
administered a heavy hit to 20-year old center Seth Jarvis, 
who’s been at the receiving end of some serious battering 
throughout his first postseason run.  

And not only did Trouba get away scot-free, but Carolina 
actually received a penalty after right-wing Andrei 
Svechnikov entered the ice a tad too quickly for the referee’s 
liking. Within 20 seconds, Rangers left-wing Chris Kreider 
scored on Raanta to widen New York’s lead to 2-0 less than 
halfway through the first period. 

The news that Jarvis wouldn’t be returning to the ice, 
alongside the Canes’ lackluster defense and underwhelming 
power plays, didn’t exactly bode well heading into the next 
20 minutes of gameplay. That being said, Carolina managed 
to keep the puck out of the net for at least the first half of the 
second period. 

New York tucked another power play under its belt after 
Svechnikov was sent to the box for tripping — thankfully, the 
Rangers weren’t able to find the net. Minutes later, the 
Hurricanes were faced with an incredibly important power 
play opportunity they ultimately weren’t able to capitalize on, 
despite best efforts from the likes of Aho and center Max 
Domi.  

It’s no secret that some of Carolina’s top players were 
underperforming on Monday evening. Svechnikov, Aho and 

center Vincent Trocheck — top scorers throughout the 
regular season — failed to execute offensively across the 
postseason, and in game seven especially.  

To make matters worse, Raanta seemed to overextend his 
lower body with less than five minutes to go in the second 
period. After being helped off the ice, backup goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov took Raanta’s place. It wasn’t his first time 
on the ice during playoffs — the 22-year old Russian had 
some postseason experience a few weeks back in games 2 
and 3 against the Boston Bruins. 

New York center Ryan Strome scored the Rangers’ third 
goal 16:19 into the second period to officially spell out 
disaster for Carolina. The Hurricanes were tasked with 
erasing a three-goal deficit within 20 minutes of gameplay, a 
near-impossible feat against the Rangers, who are 8-1 in 
game seven matches where they’ve been leading after the 
first two periods. 

Heading into the final period, it was crucial for the Canes to 
lay everything out on the ice despite the long odds stacked 
against them. And despite some good pushes from 
Carolina’s offense and a strong effort all around, Kreider 
scored his second goal of the evening to increase New 
York’s lead to 4-0 with a little over 15 minutes of gameplay 
left. 

At this point, it was clear fans were watching the last throes 
of the Hurricanes’ postseason run. It was center Vincent 
Trocheck who gave attendees and viewers the satisfaction of 
seeing a Carolina goal, at the very least, in the team’s last 
game of the postseason. 

Unfortunately, any spark of momentum the Canes gained 
thanks to Trocheck’s goal was quickly lost after a bullet from 
New York center Filip Chytil soared past Kochetkov. With the 
score at 5-1 and 11 minutes left in the third period, Carolina 
didn’t have a fleeting chance of erasing the deficit. 

Domi, who scored two goals in Carolina’s game 7 victory 
over the Boston Bruins last series, delivered the puck 
straight past New York goaltender Igor Shesterkin to lower 
the Hurricanes’ goal deficit. It was too little, too late, but 
encouraging nevertheless. Less than a minute later, Copp 
scored on an empty net to erase Domi’s progress, but that 
didn’t exactly come as a shock to Canes fans. 

Despite an underwhelming game of missed opportunities 
and bad luck, you can’t say the Hurricanes didn’t fight until 
the end. Although Carolina won’t be facing the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the next round, it’s encouraging to see the team 
improve year after year. A tough postseason, sure, but the 
boys will be back before we know it. 

“I think every year, this end is always tough, because I felt 
like we were in a different spot this year,” said head coach 
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Rod Brind’Amour. “We weren’t better than everybody, but we 
weren’t worse, [either] … Very proud of the group though, 
overall. Just the way the guys played every day, from 

preseason all the way to now, they gave it everything they 
had.”
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Four seasons of Hurricanes progress ends with Game 7 collapse to 
Rangers in Round 2 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-By the time the handshakes were finished, many of the seats 
had emptied, other than a few masochists and jubilant blue-clad New 
York Rangers fans chanting “Igor!” Not many people were interested in 
sticking around to applaud the Carolina Hurricanes’ season, abbreviated 
as it had suddenly become. 

This was a missed opportunity, a precious chance squandered, and 
everyone knew it, from the ice on up. 

It’s easy to say the Hurricanes will be back, a few more times at least 
with this group, but this was a good chance, as good as they might ever 
have, and they were nowhere close to rising to the moment before the 
really big moments even arrived. 

This once-promising postseason ended Monday night with an 
embarrassing Game 7 loss and an unacceptably early exit, a 6-2 loss to 
the New York Rangers that started poorly and managed to get worse. 
For the first time since Rod Brind’Amour took over behind the bench, the 
Hurricanes’ steady upward climb has not only stopped, but regressed. 

New York Rangers Adam Fox (23) reacts after scoring in the first period 
as he skates past the Carolina Hurricanes bench on Monday, May 30, 
2022 during game seven of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena 
in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 
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This wasn’t the catastrophe losing to Boston would have been, but it’s 
not all that far behind. It’s one thing to lose to an unequivocally superior 
opponent, as the Hurricanes did the past three postseasons. The same 
might have been true against the Tampa Bay Lightning again, if the 
Hurricanes have gotten that far — although at some point soon the 
Hurricanes are going to have to climb that mountain, if they’re ever going 
to climb it. 

But this was different. The Hurricanes earned home-ice advantage in the 
regular season, were favored against both the Bruins and the Rangers, 
and another shot at the Lightning would and should have been a natural 
progression for this franchise. 

It was time to move forward, to push ahead, to take the next step. 

“Every year, this, when it ends, it’s always tough,’ Brind’Amour said. 
“Tougher maybe, because I felt like we were in a different spot this year. 
It wasn’t that I felt like we were better than anybody, but we weren’t 
worse. We were right there. That makes it a little tougher. And it’s 
another chance, I don’t want to say lost, but another year where you 
don’t get that chance.” 

Instead, progress has stalled as they watched the Rangers go whooshing 
past. And why? Because many of the players on which this franchise’s 
success has been constructed failed to deliver when it mattered most. 

Not just in Game 7, although that was certainly true of Andrei Svechnikov 
and Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck and 
Martin Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but in all the road games this 
postseason where the Hurricanes had opportunity after opportunity and 
failed to convert. 

The Hurricanes let the Bruins hang around and got away with it. They let 
the Rangers hang around and did not get away with it. They spent this 
entire postseason messing around. Monday, they found out. 

Despite their record at home, despite their six straight Game 7 wins, 
anything can happen in one game. 

Monday, most of the things that happened were very bad. 

Like giving up two power-play goals in the first period while going 0-for-2 
on their own opportunities. Like Seth Jarvis getting concussed by Jacon 
Trouba and Martin Necas jumping on the ice for a too-many-men penalty 
while Jarvis crawled back to the bench, or Antti Raanta tearing 
something — Groin? Knee? — so badly he had to be pushed off the ice. 

As the maxim says, things can always get worse. Pyotr Kotchetkov made 
the first save after Raanta went down, Svechnikov whiffed at the end of 
an odd-man rush at the other end and the Rangers came down and 
scored to make it 3-0. For the first time this postseason, the Hurricanes 
really missed Frederik Andersen. 

It was all over then but the handshakes. 

“A seven-game series, you would think the right team wins,” Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “Our five-on-five play is there and I feel like we 
can play with anyone in the league and dominate. We found a way to 
beat ourselves.” 

It’s easy to say this was a team capable of so much more, based on the 
way the regular season went, based on the hard-earned experience of 
the past three postseasons, but you are what your record says you are: 
7-7 and a great disappointment, another wasted season with a core that 
still seems young … but the clock is surely ticking. 

The defense was fine. The goaltending, even without Andersen, was fine 
until it wasn’t. But the young forwards who are supposed to be the most 
exciting part of this team utterly failed to deliver when it mattered most. 

“Do we have elite goal-scorers? Maybe not. But we have great players,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’re built a little differently than some other teams. 
That’s OK. You’ve got to play to your strengths. I think we did that and it 
didn’t work out. Going into tonight there were five teams playing. That 

says something. Obviously we’ve got to come back next year and be 
better.” 

There are difficult decisions ahead, with what to do about Tony DeAngelo 
and Nino Niederreiter atop the list. Some, like Trocheck’s departure as a 
free agent and cutting bait with Necas, should be easier. But the hard 
question will still have to be asked: If these cornerstone players can’t 
beat the Rangers, are they really as good as the Hurricanes think they 
are? 
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Hurricanes offense falls flat at home, season ends in Game 7 playoff loss 
to Rangers 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-This time, the Carolina Hurricanes were burned. 

This time, they could not rely on home ice to help keep their season alive 
in a Game 7 in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The New York Rangers were the better team Monday in the deciding 
game of the second round, winning 6-2 at PNC Arena behind goalie Igor 
Shesterkin and handing the Hurricanes a bitter defeat. 

The Hurricanes were 7-0 on home ice in the playoffs, turning back the 
Boston Bruins in Game 7 in the opening round and winning the first three 
games against the Rangers. But their inability to win a road game — the 
Canes were 0-6 in the playoffs — put them in a win-or-else position 
Monday and they were outplayed and beaten. 

New York Rangers Adam Fox (23) reacts after scoring in the first period 
as he skates past the Carolina Hurricanes bench on Monday, May 30, 
2022 during game seven of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena 
in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

It hurt the Canes that rookie forward Seth Jarvis was injured in the first 
period and knocked out of the game. It really stung when goalie Antti 
Raanta, who played so well much of the playoffs, left late in the second 
period with a lower-body injury. 

Teammates surround Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antii Raanta (32) after 
the went down with an injury in the second period agains the New York 
Rangers on Monday, May 30, 2022 during game seven of the Stanley 
Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

The Rangers got power-play goals from Adam Fox and Chris Kreider in 
the first period for a 2-0 lead, then added a third from Ryan Strome in the 
second to push the lead to 3-0. When Kreider scored a second goal, in 
the third period, the game had been decided. 

The Canes had their even-strength chances and three power plays in the 
first two periods, but did not get the puck past a goalie who is a finalist for 
the Hart and Vezina trophies until the third -- after the game had been 
decided. 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo scored on a power play, finally giving 
Canes fans something to cheer, but the Rangers quickly responded as 
Filip Chytil for a 5-1 lead. Max Domi, the Canes’ Game 7 hero against the 
Bruins, added a goal in the final four minutes. 

It was a miserable finish for the Canes, who set franchise records for 
wins and points in the regular season and beat out the Rangers to win 
the Metropolitan Division. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

Jarvis took a punishing hit from defenseman Jacob Trouba and suffered 
an upper-body injury. Raanta’s injury forced rookie Pyotr Kochetkov into 
the game for a second straight game. 

The Hurricanes were 7-0 in Game 7’s since moving to North Carolina in 
1997 and had former goalie Cam Ward, who had a 4-0 Game 7 record, 
sound the warning siren before the game, 

None of that mattered once the game began. The Canes’ Sebastian Aho 
was called for hooking 1:42 into the game, and Fox beat Raanta to the 
glove side with two seconds remaining on the power play. 

The Jarvis injury might have been the turning point of the game. Jarvis 
struggled to return to the bench and the Canes, who were in a change, 
were called for too many men on the ice for their second penalty. 

Kreider redirected a Mika Zibanejad shot early in the power play and the 
Canes were in a 2-0 hole. 

The Rangers were 1-for-7 on the power play in losing the first three 
games at PNC Arena, but were 2-2 in the first period Monday. The 
Canes were left to chase the game and never recovered. 
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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta injured in second period of Game 7; 
Kochetkov in relief 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 31, 2022 12:18 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes, beaten by the New York Rangers in Game 7 of 
their playoff series Monday, lost goalie Antti Raanta to an injury that 
could have ended his playoffs had the Canes advanced. 

Raanta was first involved in a second-period play in the crease in which 
he was cross-checked by the Rangers’ Chris Kreider. There was no call 
and Raanta then attempted to make a quick move to his right, only to 
suffer his an apparent lower-body injury with 4:23 left in the period. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 6-2 loss that Raanta’s injury 
appeared to be serious enough to have kept him out of games had the 
Canes won and moved into the Eastern Conference finals. 

“No chance,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s going to get checked out (Tuesday) 
but he would have been out probably. I don’t know for sure but he didn’t 
look too good walking out of here, or limping out.” 

Raanta had to be helped to the bench while rookie Pyotr Kochetkov 
entered the game. Kochetkov, who played in Game 6 in New York, soon 
allowed the Rangers’ third goal as New York took a 3-0 lead. 

Raanta allowed two goals on 17 shots as the Rangers twice scored on 
the power play in the first period for a 2-0 lead. He was pulled from Game 
6 early in the second period after the Rangers had taken a 3-0 lead. 

The Canes earlier Monday lost forward Seth Jarvis to an upper-body 
injury after a hit by defenseman Jacob Trouba in the first period. As he 
struggled to get back to the bench, the Canes were whistled for having 
too many men on the ice and the Rangers scored on the ensuing power 
play for a 2-0 lead. 

“That was a tough blow in this game,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Hamilton the Pig is greeting fans at the Canes-Rangers pregame tailgate. 
Follow along. 

 

BY KIMBERLY CATAUDELLA 

 

RALEIGH-Hamilton the Pig, the Carolina Hurricanes’ unofficial live 
mascot made his way to Game 7 of the second round of the Canes’ 
series with the Rangers on Monday evening. 

Hamilton spent the pregame tailgate hanging out with fans. 

Keep up with him here. We’ll continue to update this story until game 
time. 

: PNC Arena 

: @newsobserver 

: @DtrHamilton pic.twitter.com/rjWSyeS31n 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

Long time no see, @NHLStormy! 

Hamilton says #LetsGoCanes ahead of Game 7 in Raleigh. 
pic.twitter.com/mAQMmXK1mg 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

We out here!! pic.twitter.com/C3oOreIWjG 

— Y - Hamilton the Pig (@DtrHamilton) May 30, 2022 

Hami loooooves the camera. 

: PNC Arena 

: @newsobserver 

: @DtrHamilton pic.twitter.com/5Y692f3BYm 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

Being a celebrity is haaaaaard work. 

: PNC Arena 

: @newsobserver 

: @DtrHamilton pic.twitter.com/E7u22VGaoV 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

Chip break. pic.twitter.com/7iAbcftVcC 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

Hamilton says #GoCanes! It’s his first post-season tailgate of the year. 
Will he bring his porcine luck tonight? 

: PNC Arena 

: @newsobserver 

: @DtrHamilton pic.twitter.com/4gScH5SsDG 

— Kimberly Cataudella (@kcataudella) May 30, 2022 

Ok @Canes I had to get a bath today so I can come tailgate at 
@PNCArena . If I have to get a bath. You gotta win. #letsgocanes 
pic.twitter.com/Uw6p8QKlaW 

— Y - Hamilton the Pig (@DtrHamilton) May 30, 2022 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 7: Carolina falls to New York, 6-2, at PNC 
Arena on Monday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 
UPDATED MAY 31, 2022 12:55 AM 

 

Another Game 7. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will once again put it all on the line with a 
chance to close out their second-round NHL playoff series against the 
New York Rangers in Game 7 on Monday at PNC Arena after a 5-2 loss 
on Saturday at Madison Square Garden. 

If the Hurricanes make NHL history by winning their seventh straight 
Game 7 , the Eastern Conference finals against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
would begin Wednesday at PNC (8 p.m., ESPN) with Game 2 on Friday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock and Justin 
Pelletier are at PNC and will have live observations from the scene, 
along with photographer Robert Willlett. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Monday’s game is available on ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, 
Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports South will broadcast a Hurricanes-focused 
postgame show featuring Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco 
and Willis have the call on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in 
the Triangle). 

THIRD PERIOD 

Rangers tack on empty-netter: With Kochetkov on the bench for an extra 
skater, the Rangers pot one into the emoty cage to ice this one away. 

Canes add another: Max Domi, the hero of Game 7 vs. Boston, buries a 
puck in front on a rebound on a Jordan Martinook shot. 

Yep, too little, too late: Filip Chytil convcerts a terrible Canes turnover in 
the defensive zone into a breakway goal, going 5-hole on Pyotr 
Kochetkov to make the score 5-1. 

Too little, too late?: Canes get one back on a power play with Trouba in 
the box for puck over the glass. Tony DeAngelo creeps in from the center 
point, shifts to his right and fired the puck through traffic and past 
Shesterkin. 

Rangers stars showing up: Chris Kreider scored his second of the game 
on a rush up the left side, beating his defender and eventually Kochetkov 
with a backhander. 

Rangers better 5-on-5 so far: The Rangers have had the better of play in 
the early going of the third period at even strength. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Bad to worse: A couple ticks after the goalie change for the Raanta 
injury, the Rangers make it 3-0 on a goal by Ryan Strome, the second 
shot on Kochetkov. Shot it over a sliding defender. Assits on the play to 
Panarin, Miller. 

Raanta injured after lunge: Antti Raanta lunged to his right and was 
injured, it appears severely in the lower body, possibly the groin. Pyotr 
Kochetkov in for the Canes. 

Canes to a third PP: On a play on which a Ranger (Ryan Lindgren) was 
injured, Frank Vatrano was whistled for hooking on a play away from the 
puck. Lindgren was hunched over playing the puck when Nino 
Niederreiter smooshed him into the boards behind the cage. UPDATE 
HERE: Canes futile on the power play. Again. 

Rangers shots up: Thanks to the power play, the Rangers, who trailed in 
shots 17-11 after one period, have outshot the Canes 6-1 in the second 
so far. 

First penalty of the second to the Canes: Rangers back to the power play 
after Andrei Svechnikov gets his stick into a Rangers’ skates and trips 
him in the offensive zone. Rangers were 2-for-2 to this point on the PP. 
UPDATE HERE: Penalty killed. 

Injury update on Jarvis: Seth Jarvis, who was hit high-ish by Jacob 
Trouba on a zone entry play in the first period (a hit that led to a too-
many-men penalty and a Rangers PP goal), has been ruled out for the 
night. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Big flurry from the Canes: The Canes finally found some offensive 
pressure in the final three minutes of the first period, but Shesterkin, 
without a stick, found a way to close on the puck. 

Hurricanes back to the power play: Rangers winger Ryan Reaves 
whistled for interference and the Canes will get a second chance on the 
power play. UPDATE HERE: Canes PP still futile. 

Second PP for Rangers, second PP goal: Just before the TV timeout, 
officials whistled the Hurricanes for too many men on the ice, and the 
Rangers made them pay almost immediately. A quick PP goal off the 
faceoff from Kreider puts the Rangers in front by 2. Zibanejad and Fox 
with the assists. 

Injury worth watching: Seth Jarvis was hit hard on a zone entry with a 
shoulder check that looked a bit high. No call on the ice, but Jarvois was 
woozy on the nech, he’s been taken back to the room for evaluation. 

Canes draw a power play: Trouba whistled for a high stick after catching 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi up high in the Rangers zone. Canes PP gets its first 
chance. UPDATE HERE: Rangers kill off the Canes’ PP. 

First goal to the Rangers, too: Just two seconds before the power play 
was to expire, the Rangers broke into the right side of the zone and 
Adam Fox finished on a drop pass, firing a wrister shortside on Raanta. 
Either the puck or Fox’s stick hit a defender’s stick and helped fool the 
Canes’ keeper. 

First power play (already) to New York: Sebastian Aho trying to play 
defenseman in the Carolina zoen in fron to Raanta after a bad giveaway 
by Raanta behind the net, and he hooked his man in front. New York to 
the PP. 

Good early pressure: First two shift result nin a pair of shots and one 
dangerous one, with a ton of offensive zone time for the Canes. 
Shesterkin with a pair of saves, 

PREGAME UPDATE 

For starters: Goodrow-Reaves-Motte draw the start for the Rangers; 
Kotkaniemi-Domi-Martinook for the Canes. DeAngelo and Slavin on D for 
Carolina, and Trouba-Miller for New York. 

No lineup changes: No Ethan Bear for warmups tonight after he was 
suited up before Game 6. Same groups, same goalies, both teams. No 
secrets. 

Goalies are as expected: To no one’s surprise, Igor Shesterkin and Antti 
Raanta lead their respective teams out for warmups. 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes expected for the Hurricanes, with Antti Raanta back in net 
after lasting about 23 minutes in the Game 6 loss. Same for the Rangers. 

Wes McCauley and Chris Rooney are the referees. Rooney worked 
Game 3 of the Rangers series and McCauley worked Game 4. Matt 
MacPherson and Jonny Murray are the linesmen. 

Another notable official in the house: North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper 
sent a pregame tweet: “Have towel. Have voice (until I don’t anymore). 
Ready to do my part.” 

I’ll be in the building tonight for yet another game 7 for our @Canes. With 
a record home winning streak in the playoffs, there’s no doubt we 
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Caniacs have been THE difference maker. Have towel. Have voice (until 
I don’t anymore). Ready to do my part. 

— Roy Cooper (@RoyCooperNC) May 30, 2022 

Past Game 7 hero Cam Ward is the pregame siren sounder, followed by 
UNC baseball coach Scott Forbes and Charlotte FC midfielder Brandt 
Bronico. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

If the Hurricanes want to beat the Rangers in Game 7, here’s what they 
need to do 

MAY 30, 2022 5:14 AM 

UP NEXT? 

If the Hurricanes win Monday night, the schedule for the Eastern 
Conference finals against the Tampa Bay Lightning is already set. 

Game 1 Wednesday at Carolina (8 p.m., ESPN) 

Game 2 Friday at Carolina (8 p.m., ESPN) 

Game 3 Sunday at Tampa Bay (3 p.m., ESPN) 

Game 4 Tuesday, June 7 at Tampa Bay (8 p.m., ESPN) 

Game 5* Thursday, June 9 at Carolina (8 p.m., TBD) 

Game 6* Saturday, June 11 at Tampa Bay (8 p.m., TBD) 

Game 7* Tuesday, June 14 at Carolina (8 p.m., TBD) 

* if necessary 

Had to wait forever for game times but we have an early ECF schedule. 
pic.twitter.com/KIwb3wBj6G 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 27, 2022 
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What’s a Game 7 like in Stanley Cup playoffs? For Hurricanes’ Sebastian 
Aho: ‘Awesome’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-Hockey players always talk about the playoffs being the fun 
time of the year. 

But what about a Game 7, in the Stanley Cup playoffs? How much fun is 
that? 

“It’s awesome,” Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said Monday 
morning. “I think it’s a huge opportunity. It’s the moments you play for. It’s 
all on the line in one game.” 

So it will be Monday night when the Hurricanes and New York Rangers 
face off in Game 7 at PNC Arena. The winner advances to the Eastern 
Conference final against the Tampa Bay Lightning. The loser starts 
planning for next season. It’s all on the line. 

As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour put it Monday: “There’s a finality to it.” 

The Canes passed the Game 7 test against the Boston Bruins in the 
opening round, taking a 3-2 win at PNC Arena. They believe they can do 
it again against the Rangers. 

“Obviously that’s our mindset,” Aho said. “We definitely have the 
confidence to do it.. We believe it and will do all we can to repeat that. It’s 
two very good teams playing each other. You’ve just got to dig deep.” 

It is an 8 p.m start. That’s an added hour of waiting, the stress level 
rising, 

“It’s good to have stress or whatever you call it,” Aho said. “It’s going to 
be a good one. It’s nice to go out there and have this opportunity in front 
of us. Just go out there, go to battle and try to win a hockey game. So it’s 
awesome.” 

WHO WILL STAR IN GAME 7? 

Another playoff adage is that Game 7s often produce unexpected stars. 
The coaches always harp on their best players needing to be at their best 
in the big games, but others can emerge to grab the spotlight. 

In 2009, it was Scott Walker scoring the winning goal in overtime in 
Game 7 against the Bruins. In 2019, it was Brock McGinn with the winner 
in the second overtime of Game 7 against the Washington Capitals. Max 
Domi had two goals and an assist in the Game 7 win over the Bruins this 
year. 

“In the playoffs at this time of year you need everybody,” Brind’Amour 
said Monday. “So you just don’t know who it’s going to be. It might be 
one of your best guys but it might not. It might be somebody else. That’s 
why it’s so important. You don’t win in these types of games unless 
everybody plays well.” 

Domi said he will not be taking the ice with the idea of being the Game 7 
hero again, saying, “Just got out and win a hockey game. That’s all that 
matters to me.” 

The Hurricanes’ Max Domi (13) is surrounded by teammates Vincent 
Trocheck (16), Ian Cole (28) and Tuevo Teravainen (86) as they 
celebrate following Domiís second goal in the second period against 
Boston on Saturday, May 14, 2022 during game seven of the Stanley 
Cup first round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

NO CANES LINEUP CHANGES 

Brind’Amour said there would be no lineup changes from the Game 6 
loss in New York. Forward Derek Stepan and defenseman Ethan Bear 
will continue to be the healthy scratches, and have not played in the 
series. 

At the morning skate, Aho was centering Teuvo Teravainen and Seth 
Jarvis; Vincent Trocheck centered Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas; 
Jordan Staal was with Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast; and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi centered Jordan Martinook and Domi. 

With the Canes having the last change at home, the Staal line again is 
expected to be matched up against the Rangers’ Mika Zibanejad line, 
just as it was in Games 1, 2 and 5 at home. If effective again, that can 
have a ripple effect on the rest of the team. 

“I think it’s more how they play,” Brind’Amour said. “If they’re on their 
game, I think the group gets a good sense of confidence. They’re 
generally playing in the other team’s zone and they’re just doing it right. I 
think it’s more about that than who they’re playing against. 

“But I think we need everyone to contribute and do what they do, 
whatever it is. If it’s more of a grind game, then do it. If you’ve got more 
of a skill game you have to bring that. It’s more playing to your identity as 
a team and as an individual as well.” 

NO GOALIE TALK 

Brind’Amour said he had no discussions with goalie Antti Raanta after 
Game 6. Raanta was pulled early in the second period as rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov finished out the game. 

“What’s there to say? We made a switch,” Brind’Amour said. “You put it 
behind you and move forward. That’s all you need to do.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant twice pulled goalie Igor Shesterkin in the 
opening round against Pittsburgh. 
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Hurricanes will dance this dance with the devil — at home, in a Game 7 
— one more time 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Take your pick. The Carolina Hurricanes are in their element 
— at home, in a Game 7 — or they’ve pushed their luck one step too far 
and the bill has come due. 

Both are equally true in this moment. No one really knows. There’s only 
one way to find out. 

What is also true, and unequivocal, is that this has been the strangest 
damn postseason in memory. 

Maybe it’s always like this for the favored team in the playoffs, and it’s 
been so long since the Hurricanes truly faced the burden of expectations 
and weren’t just going around upsetting the natural order of things, 
breaking hearts in Montreal and Toronto and Montreal again, that we’ve 
all forgotten. 

But both the first-round series against the Boston Bruins that went seven 
games and this series against the New York Rangers that has now gone 
seven games have been overwhelmed by an unpredictable predictability. 
Thanks to their unwillingness to lose at home and inability to win on the 
road, the Hurricanes are one win away from a rematch with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the conference final, despite a winning percentage and 
goal differential that would drop them to the draft lottery during the 
regular season. 

This home-road business is not only unprecedented in NHL history, it’s 
tearing a swath through all of North American sports. Only the 2008 
Boston Celtics had a longer run of it, 15 games — on their way to the 
NBA title, for what it’s worth. 

At this point, as much as matchups do matter — and it’s a little crazy how 
the Jordan Staal line has assumed this impenetrable aura of invincibility 
at a time when the rest of the team struggles to find its footing on a 
nightly basis, sometimes at home, almost always on the road — it’s 
clearly a mental hurdle as much as anything. 

There’s no rhyme or reason to it now, the way there was a few weeks 
ago. It’s opponent-independent. The Hurricanes are just a completely 
different team at home than they are on the road, in almost every 
respect. It’s almost as if they’re trying to find a different way to lose on 
the road each time — Antti Raanta’s number came up Saturday — 
because there’s absolutely no way to explain it. 

“I think we’re dwelling on this home and away thing a little too much,” 
Hurricanes center Vincent Trocheck said. “It’s a hockey game when you 
get on the ice. You’re not really focusing whether you’re going back to 
your own bed after the game or going to a hotel.” 

Everyone, coaches and players alike, is sick of talking about it, and for 
good reason, but there’s only one way to remove it from repeated 
consideration. And given the option, the Hurricanes would prefer being 
bored and exasperated by the ongoing discussion to being eliminated. 
Which are the two options on the table Monday. 

As for the Game 7 streak that dates back to the 2006 Eastern 
Conference finals and has outlived Justin Williams’ tenure(s) with the 
team, there’s no rhyme or reason to that, either. They’ve won them at 
home and on the road, in regulation and in overtime, in the first round 
and in the last round, over a span of 17 seasons. 

The core of this group has won a pair, the coach has been a part of all 
six of them in one way or another, but again, there’s not a common 
thread that connects any of it, which again suggests that chance has 
played as much of a role as anything. That bill is coming due as well, 
someday. 

The Hurricanes pushed their luck in the first round and got away with it. 
They may well get away with it again Monday. (They should: As in the 
first round, they have been the better team five-on-five in this series, only 
to be undone by special teams and, in Game 6, goaltending.) 

Neither of these unusual streaks are sustainable indefinitely. The larger 
the sample size, the more likely something goes wrong. 

But the Hurricanes have danced this dance with the devil before, and if 
nothing else, they should feel confident and comfortable in this situation, 
putting their season on the line. 

At home. In a Game 7. Again. 
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If the Hurricanes want to beat the Rangers in Game 7, here’s what they 
need to do 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had no sooner lost 5-2 to the New York 
Rangers on Saturday than defenseman Brady Skjei talked of looking 
ahead. 

“We’re going to try to scrap this game and move on,” he said. 

Sounds simple enough: lose Game 6 in the Stanley Cup playoff series 
and just move on to Game 7 on Monday, Go home, play again, look to 
play well and end the second-round series. 

“It’s little frustrating we couldn’t close it out but we’ll forget about this 
pretty quickly and we have a lot of confidence at home, as our record 
shows,” Skjei said. “We’ll be ready to go Monday.” 

The record shows that the Hurricanes are 7-0 at home in the playoffs. 
But Game 7’s can be fickle, with unexpected turns, unexpected stars, 
regardless of where it’s played. 

Here are four things that could help the Canes get that series-clinching 
fourth win against the Rangers: 

RAANTA REBOUND 

Goalie Antti Raanta has been so solid for the Canes that it was almost 
shocking to see him pulled from Game 6. But there he sat, cap on head 
and a somber look on his face, after Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
decided to make a change early in the second period after the Rangers’ 
third goal. 

Someone asked Brind’Amour in the postgame press conference if 
Raanta would start Game 7. Brind’Amour gave the media person an 
incredulous look before saying, yes, Antti Raanta would start. 

What wasn’t said but could have been: Raanta is 6-0 at home in the 
playoffs, with a .965 save percentage and 0.97 goals-against average. 

In the Boston series, Raanta was the losing goalie in Game 6, beaten for 
four goals as the Bruins took a 5-2 win in Boston. He responded with 
could have been the biggest victory of his career, stopping 27 of 29 shots 
in Game 7. 

“He’s been a rock for us,” Skjei said. 
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KEEPING IT “CLEAN” 

After the Canes won Game 1, defenseman Brett Pesce said the players 
were talking about what a clean game it had been. That is, generally 
devoid of penalties. 

Nino Niederreiter high-sticked the Rangers’ Adam Fox at 1:26 of the first 
period and that was that – no more Canes penalties in the game. And the 
Rangers had only one: Ryan Strome’s tripping penalty just 27 seconds 
after the Niederreiter call. The referees kept the whistles in their pockets 
and let the guys play.. 

The Canes had five penalties in the third period of Game 6. The Rangers 
scored twice on the power play in the game. 

New York Rangers Alexis Lafreniere (13) moves the puck as Carolina 
Hurricanes Jaccob Slavin (74) and Ian Cole (28) assist goalie Antii 
Raanta (32) on defense in the first period on Friday, May 20, 2022 during 
game two of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

DON’T CHASE THE GAME 

In Game 7 against the Bruins, the Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen scored the 
first goal of the game in the opening period, and Domi scored twice in the 
second for a 3-1 lead. 

The Canes did not have to play from behind, with the pressure mounting 
as the minutes passed. PNC Arena was a rocking place, Canes fans 
urging their team on rather than having the urgent pleas that come when 
the home team is trailing and the fans antsy. 

“Our fans are really loud and are great and they get us going for the 
game,” center Vincent Trocheck said Sunday. “That obviously helps 
whenever momentum swings happen.” 

The Canes did come from behind in Game 1 against the Rangers, 
Sebastian Aho tying the score late in regulation before Cole won it in 
overtime. But that was Game 1, not a Game 7. 

ANOTHER MAX DOMI 

Domi was the unexpected step-up star in Game 7 against the Bruins, 
scoring twice, assisting on a third goal. Traded to the Canes at the 
deadline to bring more spunk and skill to the lineup, the forward was at 
his best in what then was Carolina’s biggest game of the season. 

Now there’s a bigger one. It could be the kind of game that a Jordan 
Martinook, back from injury, provides a big score for the Canes. 
Defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan Smith had the game-winning goals in 
the first two games of the Rangers series. No one expected that from 
those veteran guys, 

Who knows, it might be Domi again. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.31.2022 

1246603 Websites 

 

Down Goes Brown: The 2022 playoffs have been amazing and I’m so 
confused 

 

Sean McIndoe9-11 minutes 30/05/2022 

 

The NHL is good right now, and I’m confused and frightened. 

This is mostly new ground for me. As long-time readers know, I’m never 
shy about aiming criticism at the NHL, and pointing out the product’s 
flaws when they become apparent. Critics would say that I complain 
about the NHL basically all the time. I’d respond that I only criticize when 
it’s actually deserved, which is to say basically all the time. 

But not now, because the 2022 playoffs have been good. 

Like, really good. So, so good. And I find this deeply unsettling. 

The first round delivered seven very good series out of eight, with five of 
those going the full seven games, which is almost unheard of. We had 
one team come all the way back from down 3-1 in the series, and two 
more come from down 3-2. We were teased with what could have been 
an epic upset in the Washington/Florida series. The Leafs and Lightning 
was great theater and delivered the result that most of you seemed to be 
rooting for. And even the one sweep served a purpose, with the 
Avalanche taking out the Predators with the sort of dominant trouncing 
that established a clear favorite for the rounds to come. 

The round ended with a wild weekend, one that served up three Game 
7s on a Saturday night (one short of the record), then two more on 
Sunday that both went to overtime. That was the first time in 25 years 
we’ve had two Game 7 overtimes on the same day, and these two both 
ended with a team’s biggest offensive star scoring the winning goal. 

Oh, and that entire round unfolded with a perfectly constructed schedule, 
one that saw each and every series playing out on alternating days with 
no gaps or back-to-backs. The league even seemed to realize that they 
could stagger start times, meaning there was pretty much always playoff 
hockey on whenever you wanted it. 

It would have been impossible for the second round to match the first, but 
then … well, it almost did, right? We had another sweep, but while the 
Lightning and Panthers rematch was a bit of a dud, it was still a 
fascinating storyline to see the little brother spend the year bulking up 
just to get sand kicked in his face yet again. The Blues gave the 
Avalanche everything they could handle, including a Game 5 win that 
may have been the most dramatic of the playoffs so far. The Rangers 
and Hurricanes are going to a Game 7 tonight, and the series is already 
close to a classic, with Carolina’s home/road splits hitting never-before-
seen territory. 

And of course, the big one: After 31 years, we finally got a Battle of 
Alberta. Then the action somehow lived up to the hype, if not more. That 
opening game will live in infamy, and for once it’s going to be the good 
kind. 

That’s a solid month’s worth of hockey, and just about all of it was 
fantastic. We had lots of goals, continuing a trend from the regular 
season. There were some epic comebacks, enough that we got used to 
feeling like a two- or even three-goal lead wasn’t some insurmountable 
deficit. There was enough bad blood to keep everything spicy, but 
nothing that went so far overboard that it hung over a series. For once, it 
just felt like everything that can be fun about the NHL clicked into place. 

Look at all of that. I’m pretty sure that’s the most words I’ve ever strung 
together in a row about the NHL without ranting about how much I hated 
something. What’s happening to me? Have I mellowed in my old age? 
Did I secretly get hired on as the league’s PR guy? There’s got to be 
something I can grumble about. 

Uh … those CGI ads on the ice are kind of weird, I guess. 

Yeah, I can’t do it. Or rather, I can do it, but I don’t want to, because it 
wouldn’t be deserved. It would feel forced. I’d be playing a character, 
waving my cane at the world beyond my porch just because that’s my 
comfort zone. It would feel cheap. 

The last month hasn’t been perfect, but really, what’s your big complaint? 
We could have done with a bit more overtime, I guess. The early days of 
Round 1 had a few too many blowouts. There hasn’t been a true 
Cinderella story like we’re used to seeing, although those were probably 
getting overdone anyway. And Sidney Crosby’s injury put a bit of a 
damper on that Rangers comeback. 

Really, the only obvious issue with the last few weeks is that the Battle of 
Alberta only lasted five games instead of what it should have gone, which 
was 27 games. We can all agree on that one. And yes, part of the reason 
the series was cut short was that the Flames had a goal waved off that 
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maybe should have counted. I think Calgary got screwed, although not 
everyone does, and you can’t say that one call costs you a series if you 
lose in five games. Still, I think Blake Coleman’s goal should have 
counted. Even in an ideal year, we can’t escape the mandatory officiating 
controversy. 

But even there, we’re doing pretty well. Typically by this point, we’d have 
had a half-dozen major controversies, and everyone would be calling for 
new rules and expanded review and whatever else. This year has 
certainly seen a few missed calls, and a few others that were fine but that 
homers had to scream about anyway. But for the most part, we’d dodged 
any true showstoppers until the Coleman kick. Sure, Leaf fans are still 
mad about the interference no-goal, and Blues fans think Nazem Kadri 
ran their goalie, and there was that weird helmet thing that cost the 
Penguins. We’ve had the usual arguments over goalie interference, and 
offside review somehow still exists. But we haven’t seen any true 
debacles, or any calls that single-handedly decided a series like we had 
with the Knights and Sharks a few years ago. The refs even called 
penalties for a while in Round 1, which was what everyone said they 
wanted, before stopping later in the round, which is what everyone 
actually wants. 

When even the officiating is merely making you angry instead of 
apoplectic, it’s been a good postseason. 

Is this the part where I have to grudgingly give credit to the league for 
making it all happen? Maybe, but I’m not quite there yet. Much like the 
regular-season scoring boost that nobody could quite explain, I’m not 
sure that what we’re seeing is the result of the NHL actually doing 
anything. I’ll give them credit for the scheduling, and maybe they had a 
word with the referees about occasionally paying attention. But a lot of 
this just feels like good luck, or maybe the absence of bad luck, as 
opposed to anything the NHL willed into place. 

If so, that’s fine. We can take that. Hockey is the greatest sport in the 
world when it’s working, and right now it works. If that’s just a happy 
accident, well, let’s put the emphasis on the happy. 

And here’s the part that feels impossible, but somehow isn’t: There’s a 
chance it’s all about to get even better. We’ve got a Game 7 to watch 
tonight, with a rested Lightning team waiting in the wings. We haven’t 
seen a three-peat in the NHL since the Islanders of the 1980s; it’s 
something that even Wayne Gretzky’s Oilers and Mario Lemieux’s 
Penguins never managed. But we could see it this year, because the 
Lightning are a mini-dynasty that looks locked in on scratching out that 
“mini” part. We’ll either get to see them in a rematch of last year’s 
meeting with the Hurricanes, or we’ll see a battle of the two best 
goaltenders in the world against the Rangers. Either one should be 
fantastic. 

But that’s not even the main event. That comes out West, where we get 
Connor McDavid against Nathan MacKinnon in the single best head-to-
head battle between superstar forwards we’ve seen this late in the 
postseason since … when? Gretzky and Lemieux never met in the 
playoffs, Lemieux and Mark Messier only got as late as Round 2, and the 
same was true of Alex Ovechkin and Crosby. You might have to look 
back to the Wings and Avs, or maybe even those Oiler and Islander 
Finals. And it’s not just a meeting of two big names on paper, because 
McDavid has gone absolutely supernova over the last few weeks, while 
MacKinnon has looked unstoppable on more than a few occasions. Mix 
in an injured Leon Draisaitl still racking up points, Cale Makar conjuring 
up highlight reels, plenty of supporting talent and shaky goaltending, and 
this series should be incredible. 

So let’s end this gushing fanboy screed in the only place we could: What 
could go wrong? 

Look, we’re all thinking it. So how does this all end badly? Are we getting 
that big blown call tonight, or are they saving it for the Final? Will one of 
those superstars get hurt, depriving us of a true showdown? Is somebody 
going to do something stupid that deserves a suspension that they won’t 
get because it’s the playoffs, and we’ll all fight about it for a week? Will 

the hockey gods pull the rug out from under a high-scoring season and 
deliver a bunch of cautious 3-0 duds? 

Maybe. It could be all of those things, and we’re a few weeks away from 
reminiscing about the good old days when we were enjoying this 
postseason. It’s the NHL — dumb stuff happens, often at the worst 
possible time. 

But it hasn’t happened yet. So far, the 2022 playoffs have been about as 
close to straight-As as we could imagine. We don’t know how long it’s 
going to last, but we might as well enjoy it while we can. 
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ESPN / Keys to the offseason for NHL teams, including draft, free-
agency game plans 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

69-87 minutes 

4:20 AM BST 

 

The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump or continue 
the slow build back to contention. It's time to identify their biggest needs 
as well as some solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your favorite team using 
the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BOS | BUF 

CGY | CAR | CHI | CBJ 

DAL | DET | LA | LA 

MIN | MTL | NSH | NJ 

NYI | OTT | PHI | PIT 

SJ | SEA | STL | TOR 

VAN | VGK | WSH | WPG 

Second-round exits 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $19,250,583 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CHI), 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (ANA), 7th, 7th (CBJ) 
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What went wrong? 

The Hurricanes entered Game 7 on one of the oddest postseason 
streaks in NHL history: In their first 13 games, the home team won every 
time. That worked out nicely in the first round against the Boston Bruins. 
But against the New York Rangers, the Hurricanes broke that streak at 
the worst time: Game 7 at home, after playing their worst game in the 
series in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden with the chance to eliminate 
the Rangers. 

Their previous wins in Raleigh weren't exactly blowouts -- heck, the 
Rangers had Game 1 in their hands under Sebastian Aho's tying goal 
with less than three minutes left in regulation. The Rangers finally got 
their breaks on the road, and the Hurricanes' squandered opportunities -- 
from the disastrous power play to their road losses -- finally cost them the 
series. And now that it's the end, some decisions must be made. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Hurricanes have several key free agents. Forwards Nino Niederreiter 
and Vincent Trocheck are unrestricted free agents, as is trade deadline 
pickup Max Domi. Forward Martin Necas is a restricted free agent. On 
defense, veterans Ian Cole and Brendan Smith are unrestricted free 
agents, while Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo are restricted free agents. 

Trocheck is a tricky one: There are times he's a real force offensively and 
other times he can be pedestrian. DeAngelo's next contract should be 
fascinating too. He signed a bargain-basement $1 million deal with the 
Hurricanes after he was bought out by the Rangers. He was their 
highest-scoring defenseman with 51 points in 64 games. Do they commit 
long-term to the divisive D-man? 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have Frederik Andersen -- who missed the 
playoffs with an injury -- as well as Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov 
under contract in goal for next season. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Look, this elimination hurts. The Hurricanes were picked to win the 
Stanley Cup by some of the punditry thanks to their offensive flourish and 
suffocating defense, in front of solid goaltending. But the window to win 
remains wide open. Sebastian Aho is 24. Andrei Svechnikov is 22. 
Brilliant rookie Seth Jarvis is 20. Necas is 23. The core of their defense is 
in their prime. As long as Rod Brind'Amour is coaching this team, they'll 
remain a top Stanley Cup contender. 

St. Louis Blues 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,995,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Well, the goaltending. St. Louis thought that would be an area of strength 
in the postseason. After Ville Husso usurped Jordan Binnington as the 
Blues' regular-season starter, Husso finished out the season on a heater 
(9-1-2, .913 save percentage, 2.88 goals-against average) and looked 
prime to carry St. Louis in the playoffs. That did not come to pass. 

Husso recorded a single postseason victory -- in Game 1 of the first 
round against Minnesota -- and then he lost his next two starts. 
Binnington came in for Game 4 against the Wild, won three straight and 
the Blues punched their ticket to the second round against Colorado. 
When Binnington was injured in Game 3, Husso returned with more 
average play. Granted, the Avalanche have a potent offensive attack, but 
St. Louis has enough forward talent to keep up. What the Blues couldn't 
weather was the downgrade in net. 

Tied into the goaltending drama was what the injury to Binnington 
sparked from his teammates. Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri took the 
heat for running into Binnington, and the Blues were more focused on 
exacting revenge than actually stopping Kadri from ringing up a Game 4 
hat trick. Losing that contest put St. Louis behind the eight ball, down 3-1. 
It's tough to know what would have happened had the incident with Kadri 

and Binnington not occurred, though. Would St. Louis have gotten past 
the Avalanche with Binnington in net? Was the defense at fault for 
Husso's struggles too? Would the Blues' depth have held up with 
Colorado's? One way or another, St. Louis' season ended with a thud. 

Keys to the offseason 

Despite how ordinary Husso was in the playoffs, it's likely St. Louis will -- 
and should -- re-sign him. The 27-year-old is a pending unrestricted free 
agent, and a return to his regular-season form would be a nice 
complement in the crease going forward with Binnington. 

Vladimir Tarasenko had previously requested a trade out of St. Louis, but 
that process took a back seat once the Blues started heating up around 
midseason. Does Tarasenko still want out? If so, general manager Doug 
Armstrong will have to find the right return for his star forward. 

David Perron is another pending UFA who has upped his value with a 
terrific postseason, but how the 33-year-old veteran fits in the Blues' 
future plans must be determined. And of course, St. Louis won't soon 
forget the early-season struggles on defense. Shoring up that group for 
the long term has to be a priority, not just with potential new contracts for 
pending restricted free agents Scott Perunovich and Niko Mikkola but by 
adding veterans who can play substantial roles. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It really felt like this postseason could have been extended for St. Louis if 
not for its goalie issues. Assuming that position is stabilized next season 
and emerging stars like Jordan Kyrou take another step forward, there's 
no reason to think St. Louis won't be contending again. Keeping 
Tarasenko in the fold helps there too. Armstrong will have to swap in 
some new players to keep chugging along, but there's a lot to like about 
where the Blues are. 

Calgary Flames 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $25,097,500 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

After surviving a seven-game scare against the Dallas Stars, the Flames 
entered the Battle of Alberta vs. the Edmonton Oilers with home-ice 
advantage, a hot goaltender in Jacob Markstrom, and an offense looking 
to flex now that Jake Oettinger was out of the way. 

What Calgary found in that Battle: Connor McDavid playing like a human 
cheat code, willing his team to the conference final for the first time since 
2006. What the Oilers found in that Battle: Markstrom looking tired, 
making mistakes and continuing his long-standing troubles against 
Edmonton; the defense in front of him playing porous hockey; the 
Flames' presumed advantage in roster depth not making the difference 
many assumed it would; and home ice mattering not. 

It all added up to a massive disappointment for Calgary, which many had 
tabbed as the second choice behind Colorado to win the West. 

Keys to the offseason 

Two words: Johnny Gaudreau. The Flames' star winger had a career-
high 115 points this season with a career-high 40 goals, just in time to 
become an unrestricted free agent. 

But Calgary also has two other huge free-agent forwards, although 
they're restricted free agents who are arbitration-eligible: Matthew 
Tkachuk, coming off a 42-goal season, and Andrew Mangiapane, who 
scored 35 goals. Tkachuk's next contract will be fascinating. 

The Flames have a bunch of depth forwards hitting free agency. They 
also have three unrestricted free agents on defense in Erik Gudbranson, 
Michael Stone and Nikita Zadorov, and a restricted free agent in Oliver 
Kylington. One other name to keep front of mind: Center Sean Monahan, 
who had hip surgery during this third straight season of diminishing stats. 
He has one more season with a $6.375 million cap hit on his contract. 
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Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Calgary actually has only 12 players under contract for next season. If it 
tinkers with this group, it should be on the back end, because the forward 
group is deep and talented. Overall, the Flames are a good team with a 
great coach in Darryl Sutter that got caught flat-footed by an opponent 
they should have handled. They need to figure out what happened here 
and act accordingly. But again, much will depend on what Gaudreau 
decides to do this summer. 

Florida Panthers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,566,666 

2022 draft picks: 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (TOR), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Florida ran out of offense against a red-hot Tampa Bay Lightning team. 
More concerning was that it also seemed to run out of resolve. 

The Panthers relied on their league-leading offense (averaging 4.11 
goals per game) to earn a franchise-record 122 points in the regular 
season and capture the organization's first Presidents' Trophy. That 
ability to score at will came in handy, as the "Cardiac Cats" also paced 
the NHL in wins when trailing after a period. And in the Panthers' first-
round series win over the Washington Capitals, they battled back from 
early deficits to come out on top. Perhaps it wasn't a strong omen for 
Florida's prospects overall in the playoffs, but at least in that series the 
Panthers never seemed to lose faith in themselves. 

That wasn't always as apparent in the second round. The Lightning held 
the Panthers to just one goal in each of their first three games, and the 
more Florida couldn't crack the brilliant Andrei Vasilevskiy, the more 
resigned to defeat their whole team became. It's a hard issue to explain 
away. There were also clear defensive problems cropping up for Florida 
in the regular season that they couldn't outscore come the playoffs. The 
team hadn't been in a second-round series since 1996, whereas the 
Lightning had made it that far in six of the past eight postseasons. Tampa 
knew how to slow Florida down and the Panthers didn't have good 
defensive habits on which to fall back; they hadn't needed them much 
before. 

It's back to the drawing board now for Florida, to figure out how to 
balance a better defensive structure with their elite offensive attack. The 
intangible stuff that was missing? That will be its own challenge worth 
addressing. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first big decision for general manager Bill Zito will be deciding on a 
permanent head coach. Andrew Brunette still has the interim tag. He was 
51-18-6 over 75 regular-season games after replacing Joel Quenneville, 
but did Brunette show the Panthers enough to earn a long-term 
extension? Or will Florida explore its options given some of the other 
names -- Barry Trotz and Rick Bowness among them -- looking for new 
jobs? 

Then there are the roster questions. Florida swung for the fences 
acquiring pending unrestricted free agents Ben Chiarot and Claude 
Giroux at the trade deadline to help with its playoff run. It's unlikely either 
player re-signs with the Panthers long-term, so the team will have those 
holes to address. 

The Panthers' blue line will be a priority. Expect Zito to be busy 
upgrading there. It will be on the next coach -- whether that's Brunette or 
someone else -- to get better defensive play out of Florida's talented 
forwards. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

A return to the playoffs, certainly. Another Presidents' Trophy banner? 
Probably not. But if Florida can recapture its goal-scoring prowess, this 
time with a side of 200-foot balance, then the Panthers might make it 
past the second round next spring. 

First-round exits 

Dallas Stars 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $17,957,499 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

When scoring is at a 26-year high around the league, it's tough being a 
team that doesn't score very much. Dallas averaged the fewest goals per 
game in the regular season among playoff teams (2.84) and struggled to 
score in the playoffs, too. Granted, Dallas was also among the stingiest 
clubs defensively, but when push came to shove the Stars simply 
couldn't generate enough output. 

Their top line of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson was 
among the NHL's best in the regular season and carried Dallas again in 
the first round, a big task that clearly took its toll. Dallas had too many 
passengers and not enough game-changers up front -- Tyler Seguin and 
Jamie Benn were unreliable in that respect -- which put a lot of pressure 
on their capable defense and excellent goaltender, Jake Oettinger, to 
pick up the slack. 

It just wasn't an overall recipe for success. There wasn't enough 
dimension to Dallas' game, and it became too easy to wear them down. 
Which was a shame in Oettinger's case, because he was truly fantastic 
giving the Stars a great chance against Calgary. 

Keys to the offseason 

The good news for the Stars is that they made the playoffs. Battling down 
the stretch and achieving that goal gives everyone a boost and maybe 
some added energy going into next season. Before Dallas gets there 
though, general manager Jim Nill has work to do. First up is extending 
Robertson, a pending RFA. There's no question, after Robertson's 79-
point regular season, that he's a star in the making and due to be paid 
accordingly. 

Then there's pending UFA John Klingberg -- is he staying or going? The 
veteran blueliner had a strange series against Calgary, ramping up his 
physicality and leading the playoff field in penalty minutes. Klingberg is a 
staple on Dallas' back end though and Nill clearly didn't trade him for a 
reason; now it's time to see if both sides can meet in the middle. Which 
leads to the goaltending situation. Braden Holtby's contract is expiring. 
Oettinger is an RFA and projects to be the team's starter moving forward. 
What does his next deal look like and who is the backup if Holtby leaves? 
All that has to get settled before Nill can even start to address the depth 
scoring issues. Busy, busy offseason ahead. 

And that's before we get to the coaching search, as the team announced 
on May 20 that Rick Bowness would be stepping down, and that all of his 
assistants would be leaving the club as well. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Pavelski is 37 and coming off the highest season point total (81) of his 
career. If Pavelski, Robertson and Hintz can maintain what they did on 
the top line, and if Nill can add around them with more consistent and 
effective help, Dallas could be more than a wild-card team. That's the 
best-case scenario, though. 

Can Seguin and Benn can return to form? Can Hintz and Robertson can 
take another dramatic step forward? There are a lot of questions in 
Dallas. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $28,790,658 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Injuries, injuries and more injuries. The roughly five periods the Penguins 
were without captain Sidney Crosby turned the series, allowing the New 
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York Rangers to rally for back-to-back wins and force a Game 7 back at 
Madison Square Garden. 

But the injuries went beyond that. The Louis Domingue story was 
heartwarming, and he was an absolute hero for winning Game 1 after 
Casey DeSmith's injury. But his flub on Chris Kreider's goal in Game 6 
was a killer. They missed Rickard Rakell and Brian Dumoulin, who were 
injured in Game 1. They missed Brian Boyle on their penalty kill. 

The Penguins have admirably played through injuries in the regular 
season. It's an annual tradition. A few hit at the wrong time in this series. 
Beyond that, the Penguins may have won the 5-on-5 battle against the 
Rangers, as the analytics portended before the series. But the Rangers 
emphatically won the special teams battle. And, in the end, the series. 

Keys to the offseason 

Crosby has openly discussed how this could be the last ride for the 
Penguins core. Evgeni Malkin, 35, is an unrestricted free agent. So is 
Crosby's winger Bryan Rust and his trusted defenseman, Kris Letang. 
There's little chance all three will return. 

Among the other unrestricted free agents: Rakell, whom they acquired 
from Anaheim at the deadline, Evan Rodrigues, Game 6 GOAT, Boyle, 
DeSmith and Domingue. They have restricted free agents in Kasperi 
Kapanen and Danton Heinen. With 15 players under contract and over 
$28 million in open cap space, GM Ron Hextall has a chance to remake 
a good portion of this roster if he chooses to do so. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Prediction: Of the three big free agents, only Letang returns. With him, 
Crosby, Tristan Jarry in goal and Mike Sullivan behind the bench, the 
Penguins will remain in the playoff picture, but not the championship one. 
Crosby's not getting any younger, but he's still putting up incredible 
numbers and exerted his influence on this series when he was healthy. 
There's still time to surround him with a different supporting cast and 
make a go of it, but the Penguins may have to take a slight step back to 
take a leap back towards contention. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,083,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Saying "Connor McDavid happened" would be accurate but a little 
myopic. 

The fact is that the Kings weren't yet ready for this moment, with such a 
young supporting cast surrounding the veterans who all brought it in this 
series -- Anze Kopitar, Jonathan Quick, Alex Iafallo and especially Phillip 
Danault. Would things have been different if defenseman Drew Doughty 
and forward Viktor Arvidsson weren't sidelined for the entire series? 
Undoubtedly, especially when it comes to Doughty, whom they could 
have deployed against McDavid or Leon Draisaitl (or both). 

But as it stands, the Kings gave the Oilers a heck of a series, and one 
that will benefit players like Sean Durzi, Mikey Anderson, Arthur Kaliyev, 
Carl Grundstrom and Quinton Byfield going forward. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goodbye to Dustin Brown, the 37-year-old winger who skated into 
retirement after this series. His contract coming off the books helped 
contribute to the Kings having over $20 million in open cap space, but 
only 14 players under contract for next season. 

Among the unrestricted free agents: Forward Andreas Athanasiou, 
defensemen Alex Edler, Olli Maatta and Troy Stecher. Among the 
restricted free agents: Forwards Adrian Kempe, Brendan Lemieux, Gabe 
Vilardi and Grundstrom; as well as Anderson and Durzi on D. 

GM Rob Blake has some negotiating ahead of him. But he also has 
some decisions to make. The Kings were aggressive in signing Danault 
last offseason, as their veteran stars wanted help. Will Blake add more 
veteran reinforcements in the offseason? Could Coyotes defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun return to their radar as a trade option? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kings are a playoff team, and there's no going back. That sweet spot 
where the veteran players are still viable and the young supporting cast 
is hitting its stride is very much still where the franchise will be next 
season. With a few additions to the defense corps, and a few players like 
Byfield and Rasmus Kupari leveling up, the Kings could make more than 
a cameo appearance in next season's playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,456,884 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd (WPG), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Toronto is its own worst enemy. Even when everything seems to be 
going right, the team finds a way to fall short. The Leafs had a terrific, 
record-setting regular season. They battled adversity and showed more 
resiliency than years past. They can claim one of the league's most 
prolific stars in Auston Matthews. And the list goes on from there. 

Toronto channeled all those positives into its first-round series with 
Tampa Bay, and were arguably the better team from start to finish. Plus -
- get this -- it was the core of Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander 
and John Tavares actually leading the way. 

So why has the offseason still come early for the Leafs? A lack of killer 
instinct has plagued them before. Failing to close out a team twice in a 
row, like they did against Tampa, suggests that's still a problem. The 
mental makeup of a team is harder to analyze than shoddy on-ice play. 
Toronto didn't fail because of the latter, which makes it that much more 
difficult to explain. How the Leafs justify and respond to yet another 
letdown when they repeatedly showed themselves capable of getting the 
job done will say a lot about what their next chapter looks like. 

Keys to the offseason 

There have to be changes coming in Toronto. It seems likely those will 
start in the front office. President Brendan Shanahan and general 
manager Kyle Dubas will be first to answer for another first-round blow. 
How does that end? Both execs have doubled (and tripled) down on the 
Leafs and their core over the past two years in particular. The plan hasn't 
worked. Has the time come to go in a new direction? Toronto didn't play 
badly in the postseason. It was a better series than any other they've 
played under Shanahan and Dubas. And it'll be difficult to make massive 
alterations considering the Leafs have little cap space with which to 
maneuver. 

Combine all those factors and it's safe to say everything is on the table 
for Toronto. What will it do with pending unrestricted free-agent goalie 
Jack Campbell, who covets a big payday the Leafs might be unable to 
accommodate? And if it's not Campbell in net, where does Toronto go 
next? If the Leafs continue going younger on defense and hand more 
responsibility to Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren, what will that 
mean for Jake Muzzin? 

So many questions for the Leafs to answer. So much disappointment that 
needs to be overcome. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Toronto won't be completely dismantled so Matthews, Marner and 
company will keep them in the playoff conversation. Will they be a 
contender, though? What to expect from the Leafs long term hinges on 
how they address the goaltending situation, first and foremost. But 
Toronto should go into next season believing it can get back to the 
postseason. 
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Boston Bruins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $5,370,834 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CGY), 4th, 6th, 7th (OTT), 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Bruins have talent. They just didn't get enough consistency out of it. 
And too often, Boston's best players were out of the lineup. The Bruins 
were hammered by injuries from start to finish of the regular and 
postseason, losing Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, 
Hampus Lindholm and others at the worst times. It never felt like Boston 
could get in a rhythm with regular lines and pairings, or that the team 
could truly establish an identity this postseason -- losing Charlie McAvoy 
to the COVID protocol for a game didn't help. 

It would be easy to blame the Bruins' aging core, but in the postseason, 
reuniting Brad Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak gave Boston its biggest 
spark. A lack of depth scoring was likely the Bruins' bigger problem. Only 
five players generated 20 or more goals this season, and there was too 
much disparity between the organization's top and bottom. As more injury 
issues piled up down the stretch, it felt like the Bruins simply ran out of 
gas into the playoffs. 

Keys to the offseason 

Boston needs to know what's next for Bergeron. The 36-year-old is a 
pending unrestricted free agent who, as mentioned, dealt with a number 
of injuries this season. It's unlikely Bergeron would want to sign 
elsewhere after spending his entire career in Boston, but the direction 
this team is headed could influence his decision making as well. 

Jake DeBrusk is a question mark as well. His trade request was never 
rescinded; is this the summer general manager Don Sweeney finds 
DeBrusk a new home? 

Once those immediate concerns are addressed, Sweeney has to figure 
out how to fill out his roster with more scoring. Boston swung big on 
Lindholm at the trade deadline and signed him to a long-term extension; 
now Sweeney has to find similarly impactful pieces that will contribute on 
the scoresheet and fit the Bruins' mold of playing physical, intimidating 
hockey. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Bruins will be a playoff contender again. Whether they'll be more 
than a one-round wonder will depend heavily on how well Sweeney takes 
care of summer business. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,289,167 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (WPG), 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Capitals had them -- twice. 

It was Game 4 in D.C. After T.J. Oshie sent Sam Bennett into Northern 
Virginia with an open-ice hit, Evgeny Kuznetsov went the other way and 
scored to give Washington a third-period lead. Win that game, and it's a 
3-1 series. Instead, the Panthers tied the game and Carter Verhaeghe 
won it in overtime. 

Then came Game 5 in Sunrise. The Capitals built a 3-0 lead and could 
have flown back to Washington with a chance to close the series ... only 
to have the Cardiac Cats rally for a 5-3 win. These missed opportunities -
- and an injury to top-line winger and series disruptor Tom Wilson -- led 
to their eventual demise, and into an intriguing offseason. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Capitals already have 18 players under contract for next season, 
including core players who are all 30 years old (or older) next season. 
They were a 100-point team thanks primarily to a 50-goal, 90-point 

season by the Russian Machine Alex Ovechkin. Players like Nicklas 
Backstrom and Oshie were limited by injury, and didn't have their usual 
offensive outputs, but they fared well in the postseason. Hence, the 
Capitals feel like one of those late-stage contenders that just needs to 
secure an invitation to the party and then will see how long they can 
dance. It's possible that, given the contracts on the roster, they run it 
back with much of this roster in 2022-23. 

But not all of this roster. Trade deadline forward pickups Marcus 
Johansson and Johan Larsson are unrestricted free agents, as is 
defenseman Justin Schultz. 

The goaltending situation is most interesting. Both Vitek Vanecek and 
Ilya Samsonov are restricted free agents. Vanecek had a solid regular 
season and a lousy postseason; Samsonov had a below-replacement-
level regular season but played well in the playoffs, despite the series 
result. Do the Capitals seek an upgrade here? Do they see anything in 
third-stringer Zach Fucale? And if they do return Samsonov and 
Vanecek, at what cost and for how long? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Ovechkin continues to be Ovechkin, which means the Capitals are still 
going to be a team sniffing around a playoff berth. He's 22 goals away 
from passing Gordie Howe for second all-time in goals and just 115 goals 
away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's seemingly unbreakable mark of 
894 goals. But the team could use some upgrades on the blue line and in 
goal, as the Eastern Conference should have a bit more balance in 2022-
23 compared with this season's leisurely stroll to the playoffs. 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The Wild simply 
didn't get enough out of their depth players. That wasn't a glaring issue 
for Minnesota in the regular season, but was a defining factor in their 
first-round loss to St. Louis. And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; 
it was all over the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence on special 
teams, and more key saves from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. That's 
why general manager Bill Guerin acquired Fleury at the deadline, to 
make Minnesota a true Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason gave the 
crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the latter's excellent play all 
season, Minnesota couldn't switch goalies so late in a playoff series. 
They needed Fleury to rebound along with his teammates, and the bet 
didn't pay out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. The largest 
hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, Minnesota is carrying 
$12,743,588 in dead cap space from the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise 
buyouts. That's around 15% of their space, and will absolutely impact 
what the Wild can do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with pending 
restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 85 points in 82 
games and, is arbitration-eligible again after playing on a one-year, $5.1 
million contract in 2021-22. Is this when Guerin makes a long-term with 
Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be -- surprise, 
surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent this summer, but 
Talbot is signed for another season. The Wild have a solid option at 
starter, but who supports Talbot? Also, what's the next contract for 
pending RFA defenseman Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San 
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Jose at the deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space concerns, the Wild 
could retool and take another shot at a long playoff run. They have 
sensational talents in Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There 
are strong pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from disappointment and 
build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as far as 
Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against Roman Josi, Matt 
Duchene or any of Nashville's other top performers. It was Saros who 
kept Nashville afloat during tough stretches of the regular season; and 
once he was ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, 
it was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the Predators. 
David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor Ingram after a poor Game 1 
performance, and there was simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-
goal with Colorado without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work things out 
(or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. Poile opted not to trade 
Forsberg before March's deadline, believing he would be a valuable 
asset in the Predators' playoff push and that there was time to get a deal 
done over the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value after a 42-
goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. After Forsberg, the 
Predators have to examine their defense and decide if it's strong enough 
behind Josi. Rookie Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in 
the future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some veteran 
additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding No. 1 
goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen are around the 
prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true question mark. With him in the 
fold and a healthy Saros, there's no reason Nashville can't be in the 
playoff picture again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's 
a massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 

the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 
to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 
a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 
Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 
obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 
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Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in as his next coach? Those 
questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, 
respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 2015-16. Who 
will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 

young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. That will be the 
easiest move Hughes makes before September. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 
him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 
If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 
streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 

Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 
past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he was fired on 
May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 
any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
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help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 
and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 
acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
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Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 
players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. GM Jim 
Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 6, 2021. Benning 
had been at the helm since 2014, and the Canucks made the playoffs 
just twice during his tenure. One of those times was a second-round exit 
in the 2020 bubble playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep probably 
could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the regime returned, with 
Benning having made overly aggressive moves in an effort to save his 
job -- like the Oliver Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache 
he figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had already 
proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 start, months 
after Vancouver handed him a two-year contract extension. Enter miracle 
worker Bruce Boudreau, who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and 
pushed this roster as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim 
Rutherford and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from Thatcher Demko, 
star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it was another big offensive 
season from defenseman Quinn Hughes and a career year from forward 
J.T. Miller, whom the Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at 
the trade deadline despite next season being the last one on his contract. 
But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were solved too slowly for 
the Canucks to make the cut. Too much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a team option 
for a second season, although it's been reported that he could walk away 
from that option. As long as the term is right, bringing back Boudreau is a 
no-brainer: He cracked the code on this team and changed the vibe of 
the franchise. 

They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million against the 
cap next season before becoming an unrestricted free agent; it's hard to 
imagine he's not part of the solution in Vancouver, given his breakout 
season. Forward Brock Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name 
continues to circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin and Rutherford 
would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in their image, while figuring 
out which pieces of the core they'll retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. Given a full 
offseason, training camp and 82-game campaign, we have faith that he 
can get the Canucks back to the playoffs. They have some foundational 
pieces in place -- you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to add more. 
The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should lead to prosperity next 
season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights beyond their 
control this season, they missed the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history due to unforced errors, cap mismanagement and straying too far 
from their identity. 

Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and needing the 
cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. That ended up destabilizing 
their goaltending: The Knights went from 2nd in team save percentage to 
20th, and Lehner didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder 
surgery. The Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to unload with a 
deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the move canceled by the NHL 
after it turned out Anaheim was on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out team 
attempting to bring back players from long-term injured reserve. This 
underscored a two-fold problem this season: The financial constraints of 
their own making, which were only exacerbated when the Knights traded 
for Jack Eichel in a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible 
number of injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key forward 
Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player acquisitions that 
turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster crushed under the weight of its 
payroll and expectations. That was evident in the final games of the 
season, when the Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses 
to New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at Dallas; and 
then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the other three defeats 
were in the shootout, where Vegas went a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last three 
seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. The Knights were a 
Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't even make the postseason. The 
key to the offseason is the scope of that reaction. The ball started rolling 
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on May 16, when the team fired head coach Peter DeBoer. Do they 
make any more changes? Does it mean another aggressive offseason 
acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? Or do the Knights write off this 
injury-plagued season and run it back with much of the same roster, 
including a sharper Jack Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some immediate 
questions to be addressed. Smith is an unrestricted free agent that's 
likely gone. Do they revisit a Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move 
Max Pacioretty one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor this season. 
As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your luck is rotten. But the other 
issues that impacted the Knights were self-inflicted, and many of them 
can be corrected in the offseason with better cap management and some 
tweaks to the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility and, above all 
else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / No star is quite like McDavid. At last, he's on a stage the 
whole hockey world will watch 

 

Mark Spector 

May 30, 2022, 8:02 PM 

 

DENVER  — If Connor McDavid has come in waves at opposing 
defencemen, he has washed over the hockey populace in layers during 
his ascent to the title of hockey’s best player.  

Unlike Sidney Crosby, there have been no Olympic moments, no skating 
through snowflakes to win a Winter Classic for a hockey phenomenon 
who has played out his career in hockey’s version of Mystery, Alaska.  

McDavid is not just sequestered in Alberta, the northwest corner of the 
National Hockey League map. McDavid’s Edmonton Oilers reside in 
northern Alberta, where 82 televised McDavid appearances each 
punishing winter are 82 reasons not to let the bitter cold and 4 p.m. 
darkness break our spirit the way he broke Jacob Markstrom’s.  

There, in a province that lives and breathes the game, McDavid has long 
held the crown of hockey’s best player. Because out West, they see 
Matthews and Marner, Kucherov and Stamkos in a 5 p.m. MT start all 
winter long.  

Then McDavid arrives on our big screens, like the main event after an 
undercard. With all due respect, for a while now, there has simply been 
no contest.  

Today, as McDavid’s maturation coincides with a stage that a Hockey 
Night in Canada game in November simply cannot match, McDavid and 
the hockey world are on a next-level date. 

By our count, McDavid’s Oilers have been seen nine times on ESPN’s or 
TNT’s national broadcasts this season. Less than the Flyers and 
Blackhawks, we’d wager. Certainly less than Crosby’s Penguins.  

Starting Tuesday, the Oilers and Colorado Avalanche will command the 
hockey world's attention every second night for most of two weeks. Like a 
Group of Seven painting, or some long lost Donald Fagan track, you 
can’t grasp McDavid’s brilliance by dropping in monthly, or catching the 
highlights on the morning sports shows.  

For the next fortnight, fans who never have seen McDavid command an 
NHL ice surface twice in the same month can hit replay every second 
night on McDavid — hockey’s answer to whatever movie it is you can 
watch over and over, and it still does it for you.  

It even took Scotty Bowman, one of the greatest coaches and sharpest 
hockey minds of all time, a break-in period before he could accurately 
decipher just what it was he was watching.  

“I didn't realize how he was pretty well even on making plays and 
finishing them, you know?” Bowman said this week. “There are a lot of 
great players in the league, but some of them are one-dimensional. They 
don't make plays. Wayne was like McDavid, but the only other one that I 
could ever think of was Mario (Lemieux). But he was a different player. 
He didn't move like this guy.”  

Of course, “Wayne” refers to the greatest player ever to lace ‘em up, in 
the eyes of most.  

“He’s playing a different game than pretty much everyone else,” Gretzky 
said over the phone, as McDavid led his Oilers to a five-game rout in the 
Battle of Alberta. “The only two guys who compare him to in the league 
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right now would be Patrick Kane and (Nikita) Kucherov — and that's only 
in the basis of their playmaking ability. But Connor does it at a speed that 
I don't know if those other two guys have.”  

Gretzky continued:  

“They have his hockey sense, and they have his vision, but he can do it 
at a speed that nobody else can do it at. And so he's always one play 
ahead of everyone else, knowing where the next guy is, where his 
teammates are. He's extremely unselfish, but I think the biggest 
difference is, he competes at a tempo that nobody else is at.  

“That I don't think we've ever seen.”  

There was a time, not so long ago, that the Crosby caveat existed. A time 
when the answer to the questions, “Who is the NHL’s best player?” and, 
“Which player would you want for a Game 7 to win the Stanley Cup?” 
had separate answers.  

Today, McDavid’s defensive acumen, his faceoff work and his 
determination in all three zones of the rink has eliminated any “ya, buts” 
from the conversation. 

And now he is beginning to lead his team places. Now, he's taken a 
franchise that has wallowed, and with co-phenom, Leon Draisaitl, arrived 
at this Western Conference Final. Now, the distance between McDavid 
and Crosby that has disappeared becomes just another separator 
between McDavid and Matthews — and everyone else.  

“Over the years he's gone through a lot of trials and tribulations as far as 
the team goes, changes in the organization,” Gretzky said. “Through all 
that adversity, both him and Leon have carried their heads high and been 
then extremely accountable when things were tough. Now they're 
enjoying the fruits of the success of the hockey club.  

“Now their level of compete and battle, although it's always been there, it 
just seems to be rising.”  

Poll all of the nearly 1,000 NHL players in a given season. Add in another 
500 coaches, front office types, scouts and such, and we’d wager that 
McDavid would get more than 1,475 votes as hockey’s top player.  

The people in the know, they know. 

Now, as the last of the rest of the hockey world gets its chance to see 
what the others have already come to realize, the conversation gets 
historical.  

Forget today’s players. Who do we compare McDavid to … ever.  

“I think that the closest player, but a different position, for me to watch 
would be Bobby Orr,” Bowman said. “Bobby Orr could really take off, and 
guys would be scrambling to try to get in position. Then he's around 
behind the net, and then he can still make the play.”  

Gretzky watched McDavid take his Oilers down the stretch, change his 
game and lead them in the right direction under a new coach.  

“And then on top of that, when they were down three to two against L.A. 
(in Rd. 1) he put the team on his back and really made the difference — 
especially in Game 6, and of course Game 7 in Edmonton,” Gretzky 
marvelled. “That’s what great players do. Bobby Orr did it. Lemieux did it. 
Messier did it. Howe did it. He’s doing that right now.”  

McDavid scored the 2-0 goal that solidified their 2-0, Game 7 win over 
L.A. Then he scored the OT winner in the clinching Game 5 at Calgary.  

He and Draisaitl sit tied atop the playoff scoring race with 26 pints — 10 
points clear of third place.  

And there are those who still wonder if the guy from their favourite team 
is his equal.  

Two weeks from now? That shouldn’t be a problem. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rangers outlast Hurricanes with timely offence, 
tremendous goaltending 

 

Rory Boylen May 31, 2022, 12:47 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes' run of success at home was abruptly ended 
Monday night, their first post-season PNC Arena loss in 2022 ending 
their season in Round 2. 

After such dominance in front of the home crowd against Boston and 
New York, Carolina's 6-2 loss in Game 7 will be a tough pill to swallow. 
The power play was absent again, more bad luck hit their crease with 
another injury mid-way through the game, and another big hit by Jacob 
Trouba became a key moment that will earn him no fans in Carolina. 

And now, again, this is a group that will head into the off-season 
wondering what the heck they have to do differently to really break 
through as a top team in their conference. 

"This is always tough, tougher maybe because I felt like we were in a 
different spot this year. We were right there," Canes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "That makes it a little tougher. And it's another chance, 
I don't want to say lost, but it's another year you don't get that chance. 
Very proud of the group though. Phenomenal year." 

The New York Rangers, on the other hand, have overcome some 
concerning season-long underlying numbers and, with tremendous play 
in net and timely offence from their top players, will return to the Eastern 
Conference Final for the first time since 2015. And they'll get a chance at 
revenge, too, because they'll play the same opponent they drew the last 
time they were here -- though the Tampa Bay Lightning arrive as back-to-
back champs in 2022. 

The Rangers are in for their toughest test yet and, finally, won't have 
such an advantage in the crease. While most of New York's playoff 
games this season have come against the other team's second- and 
third-stringers, now they'll meet Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

But before we turn the page and focus on the East Final, let's look back 
at some of what we saw in Game 7 between New York and Carolina. 

Carolina's power play finally caught up to them 

The Hurricanes finished the regular season with the league's 13th-ranked 
power play, clicking at 22 per cent, but it had been a sagging situation for 
some time. From March 1 through the end of the regular season -- a 30-
game period -- Carolina's power play ranked 26th at 15.6 per cent. In 
their last 10 games, they converted on just three of 24 PP attempts. 

So the fact that Carolina continued to have issues on the man advantage 
in the playoffs isn't shocking with that context in mind, but it's still hard to 
believe a team with their offensive talent couldn't find a way to adjust. In 
Games 6 and 7 with a chance to close out the Rangers, Carolina scored 
once on the power play in seven opportunities and it was the obvious 
difference in Game 7. The Canes had their shots here and where the 
Rangers went 2-for-3, the Canes went 1-for-4, the lone tally cutting a 
four-goal deficit to three with just half a period left. 

Too little, far too late. 

Their only other power play goal in the series was in Game 5, and it was 
the game-winner off Teuvo Teravainen's stick. 

As they did all series, the Canes had a distinct advantage in opportunities 
at 5-on-5, where they had 29 more shot attempts and seven more high 
dangers opportunities than New York, but Shesterkin was a stud and 
nullified that advantage. It's what he did all season for a Rangers team 
that was more often than not handled at evens. 
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Carolina needed to find better control on the man advantage, open up 
Shesterkin with royal road passes, and just get to the higher quality areas 
more often for their shots. They managed just five shots in four 5-on-4 
opportunities and got just two high danger looks. With your season on 
the line and afforded ample power play chances, the Canes were too 
comfortable with outside shots. 

Not a recipe for success against the best goalie in the NHL this season. 

Shesterkin vs. Vasilevskiy 

If that last sentence was at all controversial, well, next round will 
showcase the top two goalies going right now. Andrei Vasilevskiy is the 
established "best goalie in the world" who has been absolutely 
unbeatable in must-win playoff games the past three seasons, though he 
wasn't a Vezina finalist in 2021-22. Shesterkin is the Next One, this 
year's Vezina favourite, who himself has won five straight playoff 
elimination games, with a .930 save percentage. 

In Game 7 against the Hurricanes Shesterkin was his difference-making 
self and while the final score was a blow out in New York's favour, there 
were certainly times when Carolina could have gotten on the board first, 
or crawled back into the game when it was early enough to not be out of 
reach yet. 

His first period was especially important, when Shesterkin faced 16 shots 
and turned aside all of them. It was the best 20 minutes of Carolina's 
evening and their inability to get one goal there really left them in a tough 
hole. 

"He's done it all year. Nothing surprises me," Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said of his netminder. "We're not perfect, but we find ways to 
win." 

Shesterkin was masterful, and now will face the master at his position in 
the conference final. The advantage New York has held in goal in their 
first two rounds will not exist anymore. Welcome to the Conference 
Finals. Welcome to the Jungle. 

Jacob Trouba hit at the centre of attention again 

While Adam Fox will get star treatment heading into the next round, and 
rightly so, Jacob Trouba figures to be a major factor for the Rangers on 
the blue line. 

Averaging over 25 minutes a game, Trouba logged 24 minutes of ice in 
Game 7, had a game-leading five blocked shots and two recorded hits. 
It's that physical nature that will come in handy next round against a 
fresher Lightning team. No one on the Rangers comes close to the 
number of hits Trouba has thrown around in these playoffs. 

But with his style comes controversy from time to time, and the chance of 
suspension is always just around the corner. Trouba has had a few of 
those moments in these playoffs. 

Just six days before Game 7 against Carolina, Trouba levelled Max Domi 
in Game 4 action on a hit that some thought should have lead to 
supplemental discipline, though did not get called as a penalty. Trouba 
ultimately avoided any punishment here. 

In Round 1, Trouba's hit on Sidney Crosby removed the Penguins' 
superstar from Game 5 and he had to sit out Game 6 as well. Though 
there was no penalty called on this play either, the Penguins thought 
there was intent here, and also called out an elbow Trouba had thrown 
earlier in the game on Jake Guentzel. 

So it was in Game 7 against Carolina that a Trouba hit again became a 
key turning point, and a controversial moment to some. 

With the Rangers holding just a one-goal lead midway into the first 
period, Trouba went straight through Seth Jarvis as the rookie forward -- 
and key shooter on Carolina's power play -- tried to make a play in the 
offensive zone. Jarvis was left in distress and crawling back to the bench 
as the Rangers took play the other way. And as Jarvis struggled to get off 

the ice, his replacement jumped the bench early in defensive desperation 
and forced a too many men penalty against Carolina. 

The Rangers scored on the ensuing power play to open a two-goal lead 
they never turned back from. 

Rangers' Trouba lays down massive open-ice hit on Hurricanes' Jarvis 

"That summed it all up in that shift. (Necas) jumping over, he doesn't 
realize Jarvy's toast," Brind'Amour said. "That was a tough blow in this 
game." 

While there was some online debate over the legality of the play, and 
understandable frustration that Jarvis was in such rough shape and 
couldn't return to the game as the play in question went unpenalized, a 
reminder of how Rule 48 reads makes it clear that, by the book, Trouba 
did nothing illegal here. The pertinent part of that rule reads... 

Illegal Check to the Head: A hit resulting in contact with an opponent’s 
head where the head was the main point of contact and such contact to 
the head was avoidable is not permitted. In determining whether contact 
with an opponent's head was avoidable, the circumstances of the hit 
including the following shall be considered: 

(i) Whether the player attempted to hit squarely through the opponent’s 
body and the head was not "picked" as a result of poor timing, poor angle 
of approach, or unnecessary extension of the body upward or outward. 

There will be no supplemental discipline here, and you can bet Trouba 
will be someone to watch next round against the Lightning. 

Appreciating Antti Raanta's playoff run 

It was absolutely brutal goalie injury luck that bit the Carolina Hurricanes 
in the end this season. For a team that has been building up its skill base 
for a few years and was always held back somewhat by what they had -- 
or didn't have -- in net, this season was supposed to be different. 

It's why they brought in Frederik Andersen for a seeming bargain at $4.5 
million, a slight paycut from his Toronto days. Andersen delivered all 
regular season, and he was firmly within the top five players at his 
position. 

But an injury at the tail end of the regular season persisted through two 
rounds of the playoffs and Andersen was never healthy enough to return 
for the Canes. He was still watching from the press box in Game 7, which 
meant the second- and third-stringers were tasked to face down 
Shesterkin's magic. And Carolina needed them both. 

When looking back at this series, the difference in goaltending will be a 
focus, and a lot of that will be because Shesterkin really earned the 
accolades he's getting for such a stellar showing. But Raanta does not 
deserve any disdain for his performance -- on the contrary, he gave the 
Canes everything you could have hoped for from a backup put into such 
a prolonged tough spot. 

Raanta stopped 16 of the 18 shots he faced Monday night, but a mid-
game injury forced him from the crease with the Hurricanes trailing 2-0. 
Third-stringer Pyotr Kochetkov came in to replace him, immediately faced 
a couple of 2-on-1s and allowed a goal that opened the deficit to three 
goals. This is where the game slid away from Carolina. 

Hurricanes' Raanta exits Game 7 after suffering apparent injury 

The 33-year-old Raanta had five career playoff games of experience 
prior to this run, all of which were relief appearances and none returned 
great performances. And yet put into this crease, for a team with the 
heavy weight of expectation as a division winner, Raanta cannot be 
blamed for the elimination. He finishes the playoffs with a .922 save 
percentage, 2.26 GAA and held his own in Game 7. 

It was unfortunate how his playoff run ended in injury, but it was a heck of 
an effort for Raanta over a couple of rounds. 

Carolina's elimination had far more to do with struggling special teams 
and a lack of offensive finish than its goaltending. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche ready for star-studded challenge vs. Oilers in 
Western Conference Final 

 

Ken Wiebe May 30, 2022, 8:53 PM 

 

DENVER — Call it the battle of the ceiling busters. 

The star power of the matchup between the Edmonton Oilers and 
Colorado Avalanche figures to be intoxicating. But the harsh reality for 
one of these two teams is that despite the important step (or multiple 
steps) forward, one of these talented clubs is going to be eliminated and 
will be heading back to the drawing board. 

At this time of the year, it doesn’t take long for elation to be replaced by 
disappointment. 

Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic had a first grasp of that part of the 
equation as he spoke with reporters on Monday at Ball Arena. 

Was there a bit of a sense of relief, like many of his players expressed 
after dispatching the St. Louis Blues in six games? Absolutely. 

But when you’ve been to the top of the mountain before, you don’t spend 
a lot of time patting yourself on the back for making it to the midway 
point. 

“And that was the goal for that round. Now we're playing a real tough 
Edmonton Oilers team that's been one of the best teams in the last three 
months in the league. So we're not facing the third round now, we're 
facing the Edmonton Oilers in a seven-game series.” 

“There's been a lot of talk about the second round in the last couple of 
years. We really don't look at getting out of the second round; that wasn't 
the goal this year,” said Sakic. “It was nice getting past the second round, 
but each year was a different circumstance, different team we played. 
This last year, we did a great job against the St Louis Blues. That was an 
excellent opportunity. 

Oilers GM Ken Holland took a similar approach in discussing the joy of 
moving past the disappointment of a first-round sweep to the Winnipeg 
Jets (one that included three overtime losses) in 2021 and the 2020 four-
game loss to the Chicago Blackhawks in the qualifying round. 

“You have to be there multiple times and you’re going to have 
disappointments. And you have to learn from those disappointments,” 
said Holland. “The manager learns from those disappoints, makes some 
tweaks in the offseason, the coach learns from those disappointments 
and makes some tweaks and the players learn from those 
disappointments and are more prepared for the next go-around. 

“I think (with) the experiences, our team was more ready for this year’s 
playoffs. They may be a little more mature because of the internal growth 
and some of the moves that we made and then (head coach Jay 
Woodcroft’s experiences). It’s all come together here down the stretch 
and into the playoffs.” 

The Oilers are here after making quick work of the Calgary Flames in the 
Battle of Alberta, while the Avalanche overcame a stumble in Game 5 
against the St. Louis Blues where they blew a three-goal cushion, then 
restored the lead before giving up a goal in the final minute and another 
in overtime. 
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MORE DETAILS 

While much of the sizzle going into the series revolves around 
MacKinnon and McDavid, both players went out of their way to focus on 
the team element - even if the hockey world is viewing this through the 
lens of something similar to Gretzky vs. Lemieux or Crosby vs. Oveckin. 

“I don’t know. I think he’s the best, I’ve said it. I think he’s been the best 
for a little bit now and it’s going to take a full team effort to stop him, 
same with (Leon) Draisaitl,” MacKinnon said of McDavid. “But they’re 
deeper than teams give them credit for. They’re very deep, they wouldn’t 
be where they are without the full team effort. 

“For me, I’m not really thinking about that (individual matchup) a whole 
lot. Obviously, I see that stuff but you know, hopefully that gets more 
viewers and lowers escrow. But other than that, I don’t care.” 

Here are five other important matchups that could play a role in 
determining a winner as the two teams fight for the opportunity to 
advance to the Stanley Cup final beginning on Tuesday night: 

Leon Draisaitl vs. Cale Makar and Devon Toews 

Some of the anticipation going into the series revolves around the 
matchup game. For the games in Denver, does Avalanche head coach 
Jared Bednar want to go top lines against top lines and let the fireworks 
sort things out? 

It wouldn’t be a surprise, since Bednar encouraged the matchup between 
MacKinnon and Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly throughout the opening 
round, even when he had last change. If this is the case and Draisaitl 
remains alongside McDavid and isn’t centring his own line, that means 
the top defence pairing of the Avalanche figures to need to use its 
mobility to defend and ability to break up plays and get the puck moving 
north in transition. 

Of course, this is a collective challenge for all five players on the ice, but 
Draisaitl is coming off a series where he produced 15 assists to set a 
single-series record (in five games) to go along with two goals. Makar 
and Toews also bring an offensive component to the table and the more 
they have the puck, the less time they need to spend defending against 
Draisaitl and McDavid. 

Is McDavid vs. MacKinnon the matchup we should be keeping an eye 
on? 

Nazem Kadri vs. Evander Kane 

How the matchup game evolves will determine how much time these two 
spend going head-to-head against one another, but this is the battle 
between pending unrestricted free agents. And these are not secondary 
scorers, they’re a big part of the primary weaponry. 

Kane already has two hat tricks in these playoffs, while Kadri has one of 
his own. To say that Kane has been a great fit with the Oilers is an 
understatement, as he leads the NHL with 12 goals and has brought a 
physical presence that has been lacking. 

When he was still a member of the Toronto Maple Leafs, Kadri often 
worked to get under the skin of McDavid and that could be part of the 
game plan in this series as well. However, Kane could serve as a 
potential deterrent on that front as well. Kadri brings a physical 
component to this series as well and given how both players like to get 
involved, it would surprise no one if one or several of those collisions or 
post-whistle scrums involved these two fierce competitors. Both players 
figure to cash in this summer, but another strong showing in this series 
could potentially boost their value to their current teams or on the open 
market. 

Gabe Landeskog vs. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 

This is the battle of the top-two picks of the 2011 NHL Draft, where 
Nugent-Hopkins went first overall to the Oilers and Landeskog went next 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2022 

 

to the Avalanche. Both have spent their entire careers with their 
respective organizations and have played a valuable role in each 
franchises getting back to this point. 

Landeskog chose to stick around this past offseason despite being a 
pending unrestricted free agent and the same can be said for Nugent-
Hopkins. Yes, both players received long-term and are paid handsomely 
but they could have opted to take their services elsewhere. Instead, they 
planned to stick with the programs where they’d invested plenty of sweat 
equity and now they’re seeing some of the fruits of that labour. 

To this point, the two players are tied in points with 11 while Landeskog 
holds a slight edge (6-4) when it comes to goal scoring in the playoffs so 
far. Both players figure to leave a mark on this series as well. 

Mike Smith vs. Darcy Kuemper 

A series of this magnitude wouldn’t be complete without a look at the 
battle between the men behind the masks and this matchup is an 
intriguing one. The Avalanche have been stingy defensively, but often 
that’s meant the limited workload hasn’t allowed Kuemper to get into 
much of a rhythm. His .904 save percentage in nine starts leaves plenty 
to be desired, as does the minus-3 goals above expected that he’s 
allowed, according to moneypuck. 

However, the 2.45 goals-against average is steady and he isn’t the only 
goalie in this series who has encountered a few hiccups so far. But 
despite the occasional challenge, whether it’s an early pull in Game 1 
against the Flames, a 132-footer allowed or an unfortunate turnover, 
Smith has come up with an abundance of massive saves when his team 
has needed him most, leading to an impressive .925 save percentage 
(his 2.70 GAA is skewed because of the aforementioned early pull 
against the Flames). Smith is fourth in the playoffs in goals saved above 
expected (8.8) and he’ll need to be sharp for this series to live up to the 
billing. 

Zach Hyman vs. Mikko Rantanen 

These two wingers play completely different styles, but Hyman has come 
exactly as advertised when he was signed to a big-ticket (seven years, 
$38.5 million, $5.5 million AAV) free agent deal by Holland. 

Much more than just a conscientious and tenacious checker, Hyman 
contributes to both special-teams units and is an energetic forward who 
is on a goal-scoring tear, with eight goals and 12 games - including at 
least one game in each of the past five games. That’s a serious heater 
and he’ll need to continue chipping in for the Oilers to advance. 

As for Rantanen, it’s been an interesting playoff so far. Yes, he’s 
operating at a point-per-game rate (11 points in 11 games), but he’s only 
scored one goal and that one was into an empty net. 

Rantanen led the Avalanche in goals (36) and points (92) and recorded 
254 shots on goal in 75 games during the regular season. But he’s only 
managed 24 shots on goal so far and he has more to give and he has the 
ability to have a massive impact on the outcome of this series if he can 
get into the offensive groove. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames off-season checklist: Clock is ticking to figure out 
Johnny Gaudreau's contract 

 

Eric Francis May 30, 2022, 5:20 PM 

 

Brad Treliving laughed when the first question he was asked at his 
season-ending media availability was whether it was fair to say he’d like 

to get Johnny Gaudreau’s contract situation dealt with sooner rather than 
later. 

“Fair to say, yeah,” he chuckled. 

Well, then the onus will be on the Flames to table a market value deal 
right away. 

Otherwise, Gaudreau has the luxury of gaining leverage with every day 
that passes over the next six weeks, leading to free agency July 13. 

As a matter of fact, the deadline is shorter than that as teams have a 
funny way of telegraphing potential offers to UFAs before it’s legal. 

There will be no discounts here. Pay the man what he’s worth or a good 
chunk of the other 31 teams will offer to do so. 

The clock is ticking and the pressure is on to sign the 115-point 
playmaking wizard whose comments Saturday had him gushing about 
the city and the organization he’s been with for 11 years. Eight more 
years in Calgary (for, say, $80 million) would cement his legacy as the 
franchise’s greatest and most prolific offensive star. 

Flames won’t wait to start contract talks with Gaudreau, Tkachuk 

Not that any player would allude publicly to a desire to leave a city that 
has embraced him for so long, but he sure didn’t sound like he had plans 
to leave. The trick is agreeing on what his fair value is, which two sides 
often see quite differently. 

The Flames will dig in this week to get things rolling. 

“It’s been a talking point internally for us,” said Treliving, who is ready to 
dive in on one of the most important contracts in team history. “I spoke 
with John and Lewis (Gross, Gaudreau's agent) and we made an 
agreement that we're going to focus on hockey (all season) and Lewis 
and I would work in the background on the contract. 

"I've said this — and I've said it to John — I think he's a Calgary Flame 
and we want to make him a Calgary Flame for a long time, and we're 
going to do everything we possibly can to make that happen. We saw 
what he's capable of. I've believed in this guy since the day I walked 
through the doors here. Certainly, that's an important piece of business 
that we've got to take care of.” 

Gaudreau said he, his wife, and his family love it here and that he 
dreams of winning a Stanley Cup with Calgary. 

Nothing else on Treliving’s off-season checklist comes close in terms of 
importance, especially since he needs to know Gaudreau’s situation 
before being able to proceed with any other contracts of significance. 

Here are the other items on his top-five list of things to get done.  

Matthew Tkachuk's return is easier said than done. 

Tkachuk was more than enthusiastic when asked if he’d be open to 
signing a long-term deal with the club. 

“Absolutely,” said Tkachuk, who is an RFA this summer, with arbitration 
rights. 

“I've loved it here. I've grown up here. The more I think about It, I came 
here and didn’t really know anything about Calgary. I didn't know 
anything about Western Canada and kind of just fell in love with it here.  

“I just kind of love the people here. And you know, it's cool to go places 
and have people come up and talk about the sport and talk about what 
you mean to them and everything.  

“I don't know, just how happy that the team makes them feel and how 
great they've made my life here, just the people in general. So yeah, to 
answer your question, I would be very open (to a long-term deal).” 

Easier said than done. 

The only way I see this happening is if the Flames lose Gaudreau and 
need to up the ante to ensure Tkachuk doesn’t walk for nothing as well. 
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Otherwise, what’s the impetus for Tkachuk to sign when he can take a 
one-year qualifying offer of $9 million and then have increased leverage 
as a pending UFA? 

With career earnings of $24 million, the 24-year-old is already set for life 
and will soon have the ability to cash in almost anywhere he wants. 

As happy as he is here, he comes from a family of savvy negotiators, of 
which his father enjoyed the fruits of moving around in his career. 

Don’t expect Treliving to be able to sign him long-term this summer — a 
one-year deal is almost certain. 

The allure of Andrew Mangiapane. 

You can bet Treliving will do his best to sign the 35-goal scorer long-
term. 

However, like Tkachuk, he’ll get heavy pressure from his agent to sign a 
one-year deal, walking him to unrestricted free agency next summer 
where there will be more than a few teams interested in giving him the 
first line minutes he’s never had in Calgary. 

What’s different here is that the 26-year-old MVP from last year’s World 
Championship has “only” made $6.5 million in his career, meaning a life-
changing five- or six-year offer for upwards of $25-30 million may prove 
to be too tempting to turn down. 

That said, given his standing as one of the game’s most prolific 5-on-5 
players, who can also kill penalties, he knows the pay day could be 
significantly higher with the possibility of multiple bidders next summer. 

Treliving has a history of doing well to lock up players like Mangiapane, 
but this will be a tough test. 

The man who changed Canada's fate. 

There he was, 11 years after watching the Vancouver Olympics from 
home with a Crosby jersey on his back, lifting a crystal trophy as MVP of 
the world championship tourney he turned on a dime with his arrival three 
games in. 

From 2021: Mangiapane caps best season yet with world championship 
MVP 

For the first time, Oliver Kylington has leverage. 

Few could have predicted last summer that he’d be in a position to 
command a hefty raise on the $750,000 he made this year. 

However, the 25-year-old broke through in training camp and became an 
everyday NHLer on the second pairing with Chris Tanev. 

This is the first time Kylington, who took a pay cut last year, has had any 
leverage and you can expect the RFA will do everything he can to use it, 
despite the fact money will be scarce this summer. 

Erik Gudbranson and the value of team identity. 

This is a luxury item on the to-do list the coach will be pushing for, which 
is interesting to say for a third-pairing defenceman who signed last 
season for $1.95 million. 

The big man became a huge part of the team’s identity, which is 
something Darryl Sutter sees as key. 

Two years ago, he was wrapping up a three-year deal that paid the 30-
year-old first rounder $4 million annually. 

The right-shot defenceman re-upped his stock this year with a career 
season and would have to take less than market value to remain in 
Calgary where he knows he can continue to play a big role. 

He’s made $28 million over his career, so maybe he’d take less money to 
stay. 
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TSN.CA / Oilers and Avs should be electric 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

Everything seems to be breaking favourably for the National Hockey 
League this postseason. It won’t be hard to find a marketing headline for 
this year’s Western Conference Final. Best player in the world versus 
best team in the world? Yes, sign us all up. 

The Edmonton Oilers – having worked through the first two rounds of the 
playoffs – are facing a new challenge in the form of the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

The Avs may have the deepest depth chart in the league, but they also 
have an impressive collection of superstars at the top of the lineup. It’s 
what differentiates them from the two teams the Oilers have dispatched 
so far this postseason. Connor McDavid’s line going nuclear against the 
top six of Los Angeles and Calgary wasn’t surprising. Against Colorado? 
It’s undeniably a bigger challenge. 

The Avalanche won’t be mistaken for a lockdown defensive team, but 
that sort of defensive strategy – which was, to some degree, deployed by 
the Kings in Round 1 – has rarely worked against a player of McDavid’s 
skill set anyway. Rather, the Avalanche prefer to skate teams into the 
ground, with Nathan MacKinnon’s blazing speed and Cale Makar’s puck-
moving wizardry coalescing to create an offensive juggernaut. 

To put this in perspective, consider the scoring rates for the Oilers with 
McDavid and top defenceman Darnell Nurse on the ice over the past 
three seasons versus that of their Colorado foes. It’s true that the Oilers 
have seen some defensive weakness with their top group (McDavid line 
+ Nurse pairing) on the ice over the years, but they are still comfortably 
ahead of their opponents (+0.7 goals per 60 minutes at even strength). 

Now compare that to what Colorado has observed with MacKinnon and 
Makar deployed: 

Like I said, a different challenge. A fundamentally different challenge. 

We know the individual and team-level measurements for Colorado 
across the board are impressive; such is life when you have outscored 
teams 741 to 554 (+187) over the past three seasons. But it’s not just 
because Colorado has a deeper team whose depth players can beat up 
on weaker teams around the league. We know this because for every 60 
minutes MacKinnon and Makar play together, they are almost two goals 
better than their opponents. That’s nearly three times the rate of 
dominance from McDavid and Nurse! 

So yes, Colorado is that good. But I’m interested in the head-to-head 
matchup too. 

My thesis for picking Edmonton to win the Western Conference rests on 
two arguments: that neither of Edmonton’s first two opponents would 
have an answer for the McDavid line (this, to say the least, went 
according to plan), and that a materially better Colorado team would 
struggle with playing out of sync, in large part because their best players 
would be looking at a mirror in this series. In other words, having to face 
personnel groups who can threaten them in a way few teams around the 
league can. (Vegas’ elite possession game baffled the Avalanche attack 
just a year ago.) 

Why do I think this is plausible? Part of the reason is that Colorado, 
despite being a fantastic team, hasn’t had much of an answer for 
McDavid. 
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I was curious as to how that McDavid number relates to what we have 
seen against other opponents. If we subset this group to common 
opponents (predominantly Western Conference teams) for sample size 
purposes, we see that despite Colorado being the best team in the NHL, 
they were one of the weakest at slowing down Edmonton’s biggest 
weapon: 

Herein lies the path for Edmonton to pull off a sizable upset – and it 
would be a sizable upset. Despite however highly you think of the top tier 
of the Oilers’ lineup, and I doubt you would find more people bullish than 
I am on that group, the margins the Avalanche can string together over 
the course of a game, or a series, are sometimes hard to believe. 

Colorado’s first-round series against the Nashville Predators looked like 
men against small children. And for all we can say about the trouble the 
Avalanche may have with McDavid, this doesn’t even begin to explore 
the utterly futile attempts we should see from Edmonton’s second and 
third pairings (heck, even the first) in trying to slow down Colorado. 

The series should be electric. The only question left: can the big guns in 
Edmonton be an equalizing force against a Colorado juggernaut, or is 
this Avs team simply too good right now to push aside? 

We start getting an answer to that question on Tuesday night. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 05.31.2022 

1246610 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Top 25 unrestricted NHL free agents: An early look at 
players who could test the market 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Calgary Flames star Johnny Gaudreau avoided the distractions 
surrounding his pending unrestricted free agency as well as he evaded 
defenders this season. 

With contract talks on hold once the season began, Gaudreau helped lift 
the Flames to the Pacific Division title. He scored a career-high 115 
points, which tied him for second best in the league behind the Edmonton 
Oilers' Connor McDavid, and had the Game 7 overtime winner against 
the Dallas Stars in the first round. 

With the Flames ousted in the second round, Gaudreau will talk to his 
agent this week to figure out what's best for him and his family. Though 
he's from New Jersey, he talked highly of Calgary in his final media 
session of the season. 

"Obviously Calgary has a special place in my heart," said Gaudreau, 28, 
who's due a big raise over last season's $6.75 million. "I’ve been part of 
this organization for 11 years now. … Everything about the city I love.” 

General manager Brad Treliving, who earlier said he'd "move heaven 
and earth" to re-sign the winger, wants to make Gaudreau a Flame for 
life. 

"I think he has a chance to be one of the greatest ever to play in the 
history of the franchise, and there’s been some great ones," he said. 

Treliving, however, also must get restricted free agents Matthew 
Tkachuk, Andrew Mangiapane and Oliver Kylington under contract. 

Gaudreau said he appreciates the efforts to get him to stay. 

“My next door neighbors, I’m pretty sure they were shoveling my snow all 
year just to get me back," he said. "You go to Starbucks, you go out to 
eat and everyone is so welcoming and really wants me back here. It’s 
great.” 

A very early look at other potential unrestricted free agents (age as of 
July 13 free agency date): 

Claude Giroux, Panthers, 34: The longtime Flyers captain waived his no-
trade clause to join the Panthers, where he scored 23 points in 18 
regular-season games and helped Florida reach the second round for the 
first time since 1996. The seven-time All-Star, including this past season, 
is a leader. He's still seeking his first championship, so he'll be looking to 
go to a contender. 

Nazem Kadri, Avalanche, 31: Suspended six times in his career, 
including three times in the playoffs, he had an incident-free regular 
season in which he scored a career-best 87 points. Though the Blues 
criticized him for a collision with goalie Jordan Binnington, it was 
inadvertent. Kadri, who's of Lebanese descent, had to deal with social-
media threats and racial comments afterward but scored a hat trick in the 
next game. He's rugged with a scoring touch, a combination that teams 
covet. 

Filip Forsberg, Predators, 27: He is coming off a 42-goal, 84-point 
season, both career highs. But he hasn't played a full season since 2016-
17. 

Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang, Penguins, both 35: GM Ron Hextall says 
he wants both back. They want to be back, though Malkin says he'd 
understand if the team opts for younger players. Malkin is productive 
when he plays but is coming off two injury-filled seasons. Letang had a 
career-best 68 points. The Penguins just re-signed Bryan Rust to a six-
year, team-friendly deal, but Malkin and Letang would need to give a 
hometown discount in order to stay. 

Andrew Copp, Rangers, 28: The versatile forward can move up and 
down the lineup and play center or wing. He had a career-best 21 goals 
and 53 points this season. 

Darcy Kuemper, Avalanche, 32: Colorado lost goalie Philipp Grubauer to 
free agency last season. They might not want to do the same with 
Kuemper, who had a career-best 37 wins this season. 

John Klingberg, Stars, 29: The defenseman is coming off a team-friendly 
deal and will be looking to make more money. After a slow start, he 
stepped up during Miro Heiskanen's illness to finish with 47 points. 

Vincent Trocheck, Hurricanes, 29: A strong two-way center on one of the 
NHL's top teams. 

Ondrej Palat, Lightning, 31: He and the Lightning have reached the third 
round in six of the last eight seasons. He ranks fifth on the team in playoff 
points per game (0.63) during that time.  

Marc-Andre Fleury, Wild, 37: The goalie wants to play another season 
and Minnesota was a good fit for him, though the team lost in the first 
round. The Wild will be strapped by more than $12 million in buyout 
money for Zach Parise and Ryan Suter, so Fleury would need to make 
less than last year's $7 million. 

Ryan Strome, Rangers, 29: He has played his best since joining the 
Rangers in 2018-19. 

David Perron, Blues, 34: He has been a perfect fit in St. Louis. As his 
agent notes, this is Perron's third stint with the Blues. 

David Perron has played for 5 NHL teams but every NHL contract he’s 
signed in his career has been with the St. Louis. 3rd your of duty with 
@StLouisBlues. 

— Allan Walsh (@walsha) May 24, 2022 

Nino Niederreiter, Hurricanes, 29: A six-time 20-goal scorer. He scored 
24 this season while playing a third-line role. 

Jack Campbell, Maple Leafs, 30: The late bloomer was a first-time All-
Star this season and had a 31-win season despite an injury. He's due a 
big raise from his $1.8 million last season. 
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Evander Kane, Oilers, 30: He was investigated several times by the NHL 
and suspended for violating COVID-19 protocol. Cut loose by the Sharks, 
he signed a one-year deal with Edmonton. He averaged nearly a point a 
game in the regular season and has two playoff hat tricks. 

Josh Manson, Avalanche, 30: The defenseman plays a physical 
shutdown style. He scored in overtime in Game 1 of the second round. 

Valeri Nichushkin, Avalanche, 27: The winger is coming off his best 
season with 52 points in 62 games and is having a strong playoffs. 

Ben Chiarot, Panthers, 31: He made a name for himself as a shutdown 
defenseman during Montreal's run to the Final in 2021. He wasn't as 
strong this season. 

Andre Burakovsky, Avalanche, 27: His 22 goals, 39 assists and 61 points 
are career highs. 

Mason Marchment, Panthers, 27: He ranked third on Florida in points per 
60 minutes, picking up 47 points in 54 games. But he has only 91 games 
of NHL experience. 

Phil Kessel, Coyotes, 34: He's a playmaker rather than a goal scorer at 
this point of his career. He needs eight games to break the iron man 
streak that Keith Yandle set last season. 

Ville Husso, Blues, 27: He outplayed Binnington in the regular season 
and had a shutout in the playoff opener. But he lost the starting job until 
Binnington got hurt. Husso had a strong Game 6 as the Blues were 
ousted by the Avalanche. 

Patrice Bergeron, Bruins, 36: He'd be near the top of this list based on 
his talent and leadership. But he has said if he doesn't retire, he'd return 
only to the Bruins. 

Others to WATCH: Nick Paul, Lightning, 27; Nick Leddy, Blues, 31; Evan 
Rodrigues, Penguins, 28; Rickard Rakell, Penguins, 29; Reilly Smith, 
Golden Knights, 31; Frank Vatrano, Rangers, 28; Max Domi, Hurricanes, 
27; P.K. Subban, Devils, 33. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoffs Game 7 picks: Hurricanes battle Rangers for 
conference final spot 

 

JIMMY HASCUP ,  MIKE BREHM ,  JACE EVANS   | USA TODAY 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers are both great at home 
and mediocre on the road in the 2022 playoffs. 

The problem for the Rangers is that Game 7 of the teams' Eastern 
Conference semifinal series will be at Carolina (8 p.m. ET Monday, 
ESPN). 

The Hurricanes have won all seven of their home games, while going 0-6 
on the road. The Rangers are 1-5 on the road while going 6-1 at home. 
The Rangers are also 4-0 in potential elimination games this postseason. 

The winner of Monday's game will host the two-time defending champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference final 
Wednesday. 

Mike Brehm: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 2. I had the Hurricanes facing the 
Colorado Avalanche in the Stanley Cup Final. They'll take the next step 
with a home win against the Rangers. 

Jimmy Hascup: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 3: After picking the Hurricanes in 
six in our second-round predictions, I'm going off the board here. 
Carolina goalie Antti Raanta showed cracks in the Game 6 loss, while 

New York has played its best hockey with its season on the line and has 
the Igor Shesterkin advantage between the pipes. 

Jace Evans: Hurricanes 4, Rangers 2. Carolina is just a different team at 
home, where it is 7-0 in the playoffs this year. Make it 8-0. 
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