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The Hurricanes’ 6 biggest priorities as an offseason of huge changes begins 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes don’t have much of a choice this offseason. 
They will inevitably be making some huge changes. 

This is clearest when you look at their lineup sans the 
pending free agents (don’t come at me for any lineup 
decisions; this is just a visual): 

Andrei Svechnikov – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 
Seth Jarvis – ??? – ??? 
??? – Jordan Staal – Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook – Jesperi Kotkaniemi – ??? 

Jaccob Slavin – ??? 
Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 
??? – ??? 

Freddie Andersen 
Antti Raanta 

The Canes will have close to $20 million in cap room to fill 
these holes, per CapFriendly, and potentially $4 million more 
if they unload Jake Gardiner. They’ll undoubtedly want to re-
sign some of their free agents, but others will be close calls, 
and there are many factors for general manager Don 
Waddell and his team to consider. 

In no particular order, here are what we see as Carolina’s 
biggest offseason priorities: 

Get the restricted free agent deals out of the way 

The Hurricanes have four NHL players who will be restricted 
free agents: Martin Necas, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear and 
Steven Lorentz. 

Necas was primed for a breakout season that never 
happened, partially due to what felt like his own hesitations 
shooting the puck and making plays, but also due to the rise 
of Jarvis and management giving Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the 
$6.1 million man, every opportunity to succeed. 

My sense with Necas is a fresh start would do both sides 
some good. I still love his potential, but I wouldn’t blame him 
if his confidence has taken a hit considering what happened 
this season and the entry-level contract situation that kept 
him in the AHL for an extra year before that. The Hurricanes 
will probably look for a trade or sign him to a short bridge 
deal (think one or two years). 

I see a 50-50 situation with Bear. He didn’t get a crack at the 
postseason lineup, so it sort of seems like the experiment 
failed, but I still like him. He’s not great in a bottom-pairing, 
grit role, but maybe it works out to give him another try in a 
middle pairing if others are on their way out. Let’s see how 
the dominoes fall. 

Lorentz is 26 and coming off a season in which he scored 13 
points in 67 games. Retaining him won’t come at a high 
price, which could have value for a team with bigger 
decisions to make elsewhere. 

That leaves DeAngelo. There isn’t a comparable to him in 
the league, for obvious reasons. He’s coming off a one-year, 
$1 million contract that he obviously outplayed, but my gut 
says he feels some loyalty to the Canes — and that paired 
with a quiet second round could lower his cost to a ballpark 
the Canes can afford. I’d be curious to see what his 
arbitration trial would look like if it comes to that. 

Pick your unrestricted free agents wisely 

The Hurricanes have six NHL players headed to unrestricted 
free agency: Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi, 
Ian Cole, Brendan Smith and Derek Stepan. 

Trocheck and Niederreiter are the biggest fish to fry. They’re 
both Canes mainstays and had great seasons. Trocheck was 
fourth in scoring with 21 goals and 51 points in 81 games. He 
also brought an edge I maybe didn’t realize how badly the 
Hurricanes needed. He didn’t have the best second round, 
but who did? Niederreiter had 24 goals and 44 points in 75 
games, and his net-front power-play presence has been 
much needed. 

They both feel integral, but let’s think with our wallets instead 
of our hearts. The wallet says Trocheck, a center, is due for 
a raise from his $4.75 million average annual value. 
Meanwhile, Niederreiter’s $5.25 million seems about right, 
but maybe a modest raise is due. I’m not sure you can sign 
both if you’re swinging for the “elite goal scorer” head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour speaks of. 

Then consider the center depth: Aho and Staal aren’t going 
anywhere, Kotkaniemi is waiting for a bigger role, Jarvis is 
capable of playing center, Necas is still around and Jack 
Drury is tearing it up in the AHL. 

This decision becomes highly dependent on whether 
Trocheck or Niederreiter would be willing to take a pay cut to 
stay with the Canes’ core. But if it comes down to money, the 
Hurricanes have some options at center and Trocheck might 
be walking. 

I wonder if the Canes will kick around on Domi? Those two 
Game 7 goals will live in franchise lore, but it might be a 
situation where they go all-in on an aforementioned elite goal 
scorer, and that means letting some of the fringe guys walk. 

I can’t imagine the Cole-Smith pairing returning in its entirety, 
but at a pay cut, Cole is a cheap leader they could keep 
around with a stronger partner. I guess that goes for either of 
them. 

Assuming Derek Stepan is healthy, and the Canes didn’t 
play him at all against the Rangers, he’s probably done here. 
It would be easier to re-sign Lorentz. 

Get a vibe check on the goalies 

There has been a lot of speculation about Andersen’s left 
knee injury that kept him out of the playoffs. Some question 
why similar things have happened to Andersen throughout 
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his career and he’s seemed hesitant to return to the net 
when his team has needed him during a playoff run. 

To be clear, there is no doubt Andersen was hurt and was 
not 100 percent ready to return during the playoffs. 

Waddell confirmed to me before Game 7 that Andersen’s 
movement was “coming back” but “it’s a slow process for a 
goalie doing the butterfly.” 

There’s a sense that some in the Canes organization wish 
Andersen would have pushed through and played, while 
others sympathized with the complexity of a goaltender injury 
on such a big body. There is a difference between what a 
goalie is expected to play through and what a skater is 
expected to play through, and the realities of playing through 
injuries as a goaltender are complicated by the type of injury 
and how much it impacts confidence in the body. 

Regardless, the Canes need to make sure Andersen is in a 
position to succeed next season and that they’ve exhausted 
every resource in understanding what happened and how to 
help. They also need to come to terms with the fact that 
Andersen might not play through an injury. If they don’t feel 
confident in him as their No. 1 at that point, they need to cut 
their losses and move on. 

We also can’t forget about the injury Raanta sustained in 
Game 7 as he stretched across the net to reposition himself 
and seemed to pull something. Brind’Amour said Raanta is 
getting checked out Tuesday but wouldn’t have been an 
option for at least a little while had the Canes advanced. 

None of this feels great. 

Explore the ‘elite goal scorer’ market 

We were bending over backward trying to figure out what 
was wrong with the power play during the playoffs. Many are 
suggesting a new power-play coach, and I am sorry, but 
sometimes I roll my eyes at this take. Though exploring 
some new schemes and plays couldn’t hurt — and heck, why 
not bring in a fresh voice and see what happens? — I just 
don’t think this is the panacea some believe it to be. 

The power-play woes showed up at five-on-five, too, and the 
lack of high-end finishing talent was clear. When I look back 
on the season and my coverage, I pointed this out 
inadvertently a few times. “Why is no one talking about the 
Hurricanes?” I asked, and I landed on the lack of stars 
showing up in the trophy conversations. 

The Canes were one of the best teams, but none of them 
even touched the top 20 in points. Aho led the team with 81 

points in 79 games, good for 30th in the league, and he was 
the only point-per-game player the Canes had in a high-
scoring NHL season. After that, no one else was in the top 
50. 

It’s a testament to the Canes that they got so far through 
their defensive effort, but the front office needs to reward 
them for that with a shiny new toy. 

The options are a story for a different day, but “we like our 
group” isn’t good enough headed into next season. 

Rework the blue line 

It’s a little wild to look back on the days just two years ago 
when there were roughly 18 up-and-coming high draft picks 
vying for a spot on the Canes’ loaded blue line, but such is 
life in this line of business. And speaking of business, the 
Canes have entered the business of short-term deals. 

So even if only the UFAs of the free-agent defenseman 
group walk, you’re looking at two holes to fill. 

My gut says the Slavin-DeAngelo pairing will stick, and so 
will Pesce and Slavin. I’d like to see the Canes call up Jalen 
Chatfield on his $764,000 AAV and maybe let Bear walk if 
they aren’t going to use him. I love Cole for what he brings to 
the room, and he’s still got it if he’s with a strong partner 
playing strategic minutes. If he’s willing to take a pay cut 
from his $2.9 million AAV, it’d make sense to bring him back. 

Let Brind’Amour get some sleep 

I have no time whatsoever for the “Is it time to question 
Brind’Amour?” takes. I don’t understand people saying he 
didn’t change the lineup during the playoffs when he 
repeatedly did so and it yielded results. Swapping fourth-
liners in and out isn’t going to change the fact that the 
Hurricanes had one player in the top 50 in points in the 
regular season. But his in-game adjustments worked, like 
Domi moving to the second line in Game 6 of the first round, 
yielding a two-goal game for Domi in Game 7. 

Brind’Amour is so good at his job and goes to bat so hard for 
his players that it’s almost detrimental. He’s squeezing all he 
can out of these guys, and he is so hesitant to criticize them. 
There’s a reason so many players have career seasons 
under him, but he can’t turn anyone into Connor McDavid. 

He’s also making, like, four dollars compared to the rest of 
the league’s coaches. Good luck finding another Rod 
Brind’Amour. I hope this man has a great summer full of rest 
and T-ball games. 
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Hurricanes eliminated from playoffs because of road woes, special teams 

By Amalie Benjamin 

The Carolina Hurricanes were eliminated from the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs by the New York Rangers, losing 6-2 in Game 
7 of the best-of-7 Eastern Conference Second Round on 
Monday. 

Carolina (54-20-8) was the No. 1 seed from the Metropolitan 
Division. The Hurricanes defeated the Boston Bruins in 
seven games in the first round and have made the playoffs 
four straight seasons but have not made it past the second 
round since advancing to the Eastern Conference Final in 
2019, losing to the Bruins in four games. 

THE SKINNY 

Potential unrestricted free agents: Max Domi, F; Nino 
Niederreiter, F; Derek Stepan, F; Vincent Trocheck, F; Ian 
Cole, D; Brendan Smith, D 

Potential restricted free agents: Steven Lorentz, F; Martin 
Necas, F; Ethan Bear, D; Tony DeAngelo, D 

Potential 2022 Draft picks: 8  

Here are five reasons the Hurricanes were eliminated: 

1. ROAD WOES 

Up until the end - Game 7 - the Hurricanes had been perfect 
at PNC Arena in the playoffs, going 7-0. 

They won four games against the Bruins and three more 
against the Rangers, using the home crowd and the Jordan 
Staal line (with Niederreiter and Jesper Fast) matchup to set 
up exactly what they wanted: a chance to close out at home 
in Game 7. But they couldn't do it, falling to the Rangers in 
their first home loss of the playoffs. 

But Carolina went 0-6 on the road and became the first NHL 
team to lose its first six road games in a single playoffs. The 
Hurricanes were outscored 26-10 and were 1-for-24 on the 
power play (4.2 percent) and 19-for-28 on the penalty kill 
(67.9) away from home. 

2. POWERLESS POWER PLAY 

During the regular season, Carolina was 13th in the NHL in 
power play percentage, at 22 percent. 

That power play, however, failed to ignite in the second 
round. After scoring five goals in 36 chances against the 
Bruins in the first round (13.9 percent), the Hurricanes' power 
play got even colder in the second round, with two goals in 
seven games (2-for-18, 11.1 percent), one scored by Teuvo 
Teravainen in Game 5 and the other by Trocheck after Game 
7 was largely decided. 

The power play was equaled by the team's penalty kill, which 
scored two shorthanded goals in the series, one by Brendan 
Smith in Game 2 and one by Trocheck in Game 5. 

3. NOT ENOUGH FROM SVECHNIKOV 

Andrei Svechnikov was the Hurricanes' second-leading 
scorer in the regular season, with 69 points (30 goals, 39 
assists) in 78 games. But his offense dried up in the playoffs, 
especially in the second round. 

The forward had five points (four goals, one assist) in 14 
playoff games, but one point, a goal, against the Rangers, 
scored in Game 5 at home. 

It would be tough to put the loss on Svechnikov alone, but it 
was clear that Carolina could have used more production out 
of one of its top players. 

4. RAANTA FALTERS, THEN FALLS 

The Hurricanes signed Raanta and Frederik Andersen to 
contracts as unrestricted free agents last summer. It worked 
out, as Carolina won the William M. Jennings Memorial 
Trophy for allowing the fewest goals against in the regular 
season (200). 

But Andersen was injured on April 16, leaving Raanta to start 
in the playoffs. He played admirably against the Bruins, 
especially in Game 7, helping Carolina advance to the 
second round. 

In the final two games against the Rangers, though, Raanta 
faltered. He was pulled from Game 6 after allowing three 
goals on 13 shots in 23:24. He gave up two early power-play 
goals in Game 7 before getting injured 15:37 into the second 
period. Raanta had to be helped off the ice and, according to 
coach Rod Brind'Amour was unlikely to have been available 
in the Eastern Conference Final. Ultimately, it didn't matter. 

5. LACK OF DISCIPLINE  

The Hurricanes went on the power play 18 times against the 
Rangers in the series, but they allowed their opponent 21 
chances. It was too many, even for a penalty kill that had 
been the best in the regular season (88 percent). 

New York took advantage, scoring seven times on the power 
play in the series, including two crucial goals in the first 
period of Game 7. 

As defenseman Jaccob Slavin said, the Hurricanes gave the 
Rangers "chances and chances and chances" on the power 
play. The Rangers took advantage.
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Hurricanes face challenge of improving on 4-year playoff run 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes are facing 
the challenging stretch of building a perennial Stanley Cup 
contender. 

A second-round exit to the New York Rangers highlighted 
the need for more postseason goal scoring and better 
special-teams play. Yet the Hurricanes must decide how 
much to change after posting the league’s third-best record, 
a franchise-record 116 points and a second straight division 
title. 

“Every year when this ends, it’s always tough,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said after Monday’s Game 7 loss to 
the Rangers. “Tougher maybe because I felt like we were in 
a different spot this year. … And it’s another chance – I don’t 
want to say lost – but it’s another year where you don’t get 
that chance.” 

The goal has gone from being relevant after a nine-year 
postseason drought to being elite in their current four-year 
run. Yet the Hurricanes have seen the past two seasons end 
in familiar setbacks: falling in their building in a series with 
home-ice advantage, losing the special-teams battle and 
stymied by an elite goaltender. 

Last year it was Tampa Bay and Andrei Vasilevskiy on its 
way to a second straight Cup, with the Lightning beating the 
Hurricanes in a five-game second round series. This time, it 
was the Rangers and Igor Shesterkin beating a team that 
had won its first seven postseason home games but couldn’t 
win a road playoff game. 

Brind’Amour said last year there was “a next step we’ve got 
to find.” It seems Carolina is still hunting for it. 

Some other things to watch during the Hurricanes’ offseason: 

MORE SCORING 

Sebastian Aho (37 goals) and Andrei Svechnikov (30) led a 
team that relied on depth moreso than any top-tier scorer.  

“Do we have elite goal scorers? Maybe not,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But we have great players. We’re built a little differently 
than some other teams. That’s OK. You’ve got to play to your 
strength.” 

But the Hurricanes managed just 12 goals on 234 shots 
against Shesterkin (a 94.9% save percentage) in seven 
games. 

“As a forward, you’ve got to find a way, right?” Aho said. 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Hurricanes had the league’s No. 1 penalty kill during the 
regular season (88%) but couldn’t stop Rangers scorers like 
Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Adam Fox. New York 

erased an 0-2 deficit by converting on 7 of 16 power plays 
(43.8%) over the last five games. 

Then there was Carolina’s power play, which ranked in the 
top 10 before going on a two-month swoon that carried right 
into the offseason. 

The Hurricanes went 11 for 98 (11.2%) dating in their last 31 
games dating to late March, including 2 for 18 in the New 
York series. 

Rewind a year earlier, and the Lightning converted on 15 of 
36 power plays (41.7%) compared to the Hurricanes going 6 
of 33 (18.1%). 

“To get past this point and get over that hump, I think you 
look back at all our years and I think special teams is the 
thing it always comes down to – we lose the special-teams 
battle,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

GOALTENDERS 

The Hurricanes look settled in net provided top goaltenders 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta recover fully from 
injuries after helping Carolina surrender the fewest goals in 
the league. 

Andersen worked as the No. 1 and ranked among the league 
leaders in wins (35), goals-against average (2.17) and save 
percentage (.922) before going down to a lower-body injury 
in mid-April.  

Raanta performed well in the playoffs after taking over before 
going down to an apparent right-leg injury Monday, with 
Brind’Amour saying Raanta wouldn’t have been able to play 
the next series had Carolina advanced. 

Both are under contract next year after last season’s position 
overhaul. 

UNRESTRICTED FREE AGENTS 

Forwards Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter stand out 
as the team’s unrestricted free agents. 

The 28-year-old Trocheck is a two-way center who tallied 21 
goals and 51 points. The 29-year-old Niederreiter offers a 
bigger 6-foot-2, 218-pound frame for a team that could use 
some size and finished with 24 goals while also working 
alongside captain Jordan Staal on Carolina’s top defensive 
line in the playoffs. 

Others include forwards Derek Stepan and Max Domi, along 
with defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. 

RESTRICTED FREE AGENTS 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo arrived last summer with a one-
year prove-it deal after a tumultuous past. It worked out for 
both parties. 
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The 26-year-old led Carolina defensemen with 10 goals and 
51 points while joining Slavin on the top defensive pairing 
and working on Carolina’s top power-play unit.  

The Hurricanes also have restricted free agents in 
defenseman Ethan Bear – acquired last summer in a trade 

but a healthy scratch throughout 14 playoff games – and 
forwards Martin Necas and Steven Lorentz. 
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About Last Night: Going Quietly Into the Night 

By Brett Finger  

Teams with Stanley Cup aspirations work for 82 regular-
season games to earn the right to home-ice advantage in the 
postseason. 

The Carolina Hurricanes worked. And they earned that right. 

When they reaped the benefits of all that work in Monday 
night’s game seven, they turned in one of the biggest no-
shows in the Rod Brind’Amour head-coaching era. As a 
result, they saw their season end, on home ice, at the hands 
of a team that they beat out for the Metropolitan Division 
crown. 

Unlike in recent seasons, these Hurricanes weren’t just 
happy to be there - or at least they shouldn’t have been. This 
team had its sights set on the Stanley Cup, and they stood a 
very good chance of accomplishing that goal based on what 
we saw during that regular season. 

Despite their expectations being higher, the heights they 
reached - or lack thereof - were precisely the same as last 
season. 

Moves that were touted as pushing the team forward and 
making them better for these situations last offseason proved 
to be all for not. Another year of experience for a young core 
of players didn’t bear fruit. Some of the very same things that 
plagued them in recent years plagued them yet again. 

Here we are again. 

For the last time this season, let’s talk about last night. 

More Powerless Plays 

After giving up an early power-play goal to the Rangers, the 
Hurricanes had an opportunity to put their foot down and 
regain control of the game with their own power-play at the 
4:18 mark of the first period. 

They came up empty, not even flirting with finding the back 
of the net across two minutes. 

Less than two minutes later, Jacob Trouba floored Carolina 
rookie Seth Jarvis with an open-ice hit that removed Jarvis 
from the game. Then, as he shuffled his way to the bench, 
the Canes got whistled for too many men on the ice. 

The Rangers scored again on a deflection from a wide-open 
Chris Kreider on that man advantage. 

Thirteen seconds later, the Hurricanes were handed another 
opportunity on the power play. But, again, they came up with 
no answer for the Rangers and Vezina-favorite Igor 
Shesterkin. 

It was the Rangers, not the Hurricanes, who showed up and 
delivered the big punches that set the tone for the rest of the 

game. Carolina’s power play went completely dormant in a 
must-win game, which is unacceptable on its own. 

Add to that the fact that they gave up two to the Rangers in 
the first ten minutes, and you have a recipe for collapse. 

You can wave around the two garbage-time goals that, on 
the scoresheet, nullified those early tallies, but the reality is 
that the Hurricanes lost game seven less than ten minutes 
into it. 

They were undisciplined, opening the door for New York’s 
best players to walk into their building and put a stranglehold 
on the game. When they were gifted the opportunity to 
respond, Carolina’s best players were still in the parking lot. 

The Best Players 

The Hurricanes were a deep team with offense coming from 
all angles during the regular season, but they were led by a 
well-established group of guys you could rely on in big 
moments. That changes in the postseason when you’re left 
with only the good teams in the league, all of which are 
game-planning to shutdown your best players. 

That puts more pressure on a team’s depth to score, but 
more than that, it puts pressure on your top players to beat 
the other team’s best players. 

Carolina’s best players didn’t do that against the Rangers. 

After getting out to a 2-0 series lead, Carolina’s top-five 
scorers from the regular season (Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck, and Tony 
DeAngelo) combined for all of eight points between the start 
of game three and the midway point of the third period of a 
game seven they were already trailing by a score of 4-0 en 
route to losing four of five games. 

Eight total points in just under five games from five players 
who need to have an impact on a playoff series. 

Shesterkin was nothing short of outstanding throughout the 
series, but this disappearance went beyond getting robbed 
by a great goalie. The power play was an unabashed 
trainwreck for most of the series, a problem that dates back a 
couple of months. 

The fact that we’re sitting here after yet another postseason 
that ended, at least in large part, because of a power play 
that failed to convert or even sustain consistent pressure is a 
remarkably tough pill to swallow. They swapped out first-unit 
power-play quarterbacks in hopes of finding an answer, and 
they didn’t find one. So what is the proposed solution now? 

It would be one thing if they were consistently getting 
chances and not scoring, but Carolina’s top players routinely 
conducted a snoozefest on the power play. When the penalty 
kill is clicking, you can get away with it, but when they 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 1, 2022 

 

happen to slip up, you’re just going to lose more games than 
you win in the postseason and there’s no way around it. 

Goalies 

Now, let’s go ahead and talk about another obvious factor in 
these playoffs - not having Frederik Andersen. The 
Hurricanes were forced to ride it out with Raanta, who at the 
age of 33 played more frequently than he had at any point in 
his NHL career. 

In fairness, it’s hard to imagine Andersen playing all that 
much better than Raanta did. In a 16-day stretch from game 
five in the first round against Boston to game five of the 
second round against New York, he started all eight games 
for the Hurricanes, won five of them, and posted a .932 save 
percentage. 

He ran out of steam in game six at Madison Square Garden 
as the Hurricanes laid an egg on the road, and then he was 
forced to leave game seven with a lower-body injury that, 
according to Rod Brind’Amour, likely would have held him 
out for an extended period of time. 

Of course, losing your starter plays a role in all of this, but I’d 
contest that they would have lost games six and seven 
regardless of who was in the net - be it Andersen, Raanta, or 
third-string rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. 

When Raanta did get hurt in game seven, Kochetkov was 
greeted with back-to-back two-on-one rushes. The rookie 
bailed them out on the first one, but in the blink of an eye, the 
Rangers were flying in again and they didn’t waste their 
opportunity to extend the lead to three goals. 

The series was decided by much more than just who was 
tending goal for the Hurricanes - or the Rangers, for that 
matter. Unless you’re playing in the battle of Alberta, the 
teams you play at this point in the postseason will probably 
have really good goalies. At some point, you have to find a 
way to beat an elite goalie if you want to win a Stanley Cup. 

If they couldn’t beat Shesterkin, they almost certainly 
wouldn’t have beaten Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

What it comes down to is that, when it mattered the most, 
one team seized their opportunities and the other team failed 
to capitalize when it was their turn at the plate. You would 
have expected the successful team to be the one on home 
ice in their fourth straight playoff run and not the one who, by 
and large, was going through it for the first time. 

As For What Happens Next... 

I kicked this off by alluding to how this team isn’t in the same 
position as the Canes teams of old. 

In 2019, 2020, and 2021, the Hurricanes were young, up-
and-coming teams that got knocked out of the playoffs by 
established powerhouses in the Boston Bruins and Tampa 
Bay Lightning. There was a sense of “happy to be here.” 

That is no longer the case. 

This was Carolina’s fourth consecutive playoff run. With 
expectations comes a need to live up to said expectations. 
The Hurricanes failed to do that. They didn’t lose to Tampa. 
They didn’t lose to Boston. They lost to a team emerging 
from a rebuild that hadn’t made the playoffs since 2017. 

The Hurricanes weren’t the underdogs. They were the 
favorites, and they got upset. 

You could write the last three exits off as learning and 
growing experiences. I’m not sure what the Hurricanes could 
possibly have learned from this exit that they didn’t already 
know. 

There is room to appreciate the season that they had and 
acknowledge how good they were, but we’ve reached the 
point now where there must be a focus put on the things that 
this team didn’t do and, more importantly, what went wrong 
with the players on the ice, coaches on the bench, and 
executives looking down from above. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean firing your coach or general 
manager. It means that some tougher self-reflection needs to 
be done from top to bottom. Tough moments like this are 
almost always a part of the process, but that doesn’t mean 
complacency can kick in. 

To come up as short as they did with their season on the line 
is nothing short of a failure, and it needs to be treated as 
such. This team didn’t win a single road game in these 
playoffs, and they faltered in borderline unbelievable fashion 
on home ice with their season on the line. 

Substantial change will occur between now and the opening 
puck drop of the 2022-23 season. The days immediately 
following heartbreak are not the ones wherein you should be 
making big decisions, though. Time will pass, and the time 
for that will come. The Hurricanes have ten expiring 
contracts that need to be decided on this offseason. Among 
those ten include Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Martin 
Necas, Max Domi, Tony DeAngelo, and Ethan Bear. 

For now, we’re left sitting in the aftermath of a season that 
seemed destined for something much more significant than a 
quiet second-round exit. 
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What to know about Stockton 

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE THE STOCKTON SERIES 

The Chicago Wolves and the Stockton Heat finished with the 
AHL’s top two records during the 2021-22 regular season — 
the Wolves with a franchise-record .724 points percentage 
and the Heat at .713 — but didn’t face each other. To take it 
one step farther, the top-seeded Wolves and second-seeded 
Heat didn’t have any opponents in common, either. 

Without any first-hand data on which to rely, the Wolves 
coaching staff have been relying on other methods — 
scouring video, seeking opinions from trusted friends in the 
coaching business, etc. — to prepare for Game 1 of the 
Western Conference Finals at 7 p.m. Friday at Allstate Arena 
(featuring $3 Beer Night). 

“This is our toughest opponent yet,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “They’re a skilled team with goaltending 
and coaching. They’ve got it all, so we’ve got to make sure 
we’re ready. We’ll know what they do, but it’s more about 
what we do and how we play — and making sure we’re 
doing that consistently.” 

Wolves fans will recognize two names on Stockton’s roster: 
physical forwards Alex Gallant and Tyrell Goulbourne. 
Gallant handles a similar role he filled for the Wolves’ 2019 
Calder Cup Final squad: He posted 3 goals, 3 assists and 
115 penalty minutes in 53 regular-season games and owns 1 
goal, 1 assist and 2 PIMS while playing in all seven Heat 
postseason games. Goulbourne has appeared in two 
postseason games with 1 assist. 

Stockton goaltender Dustin Wolf just tied an AHL single-
series postseason record with 3 shutouts against Colorado in 
the Pacific Division Finals. The 21-year-old won the vote for 
the Aldege “Buz” Bastien Memorial Award that goes to the 
AHL’s best regular-season goaltender (33-9-4, 2.35 goals-
against average, .924 save percentage). Wolf’s postseason 
numbers (6-1 record, 1.82 GAA, .941 save percentage) are 
remarkably similar to the Wolves’ Alex Lyon (6-1 record, 1.87 
GAA, .926 save percentage). 

Stockton’s offense features Matthew Phillips (31 goals, 35 
assists in 65 games) and 20-year-old Jakob Pelletier (27 
goals, 35 assists in 66 games). Pelletier was selected two 
picks before the Wolves’ Ryan Suzuki in the 2019 NHL Entry 
Draft. 

The Wolves led the AHL in fewest goals allowed during the 
regular season (2.55 per game), but the Heat ranked third at 
2.72 and boasted the league’s best penalty kill at 86.6 
percent. Defenseman Connor Mackey (son of former 
Blackhawks forward David Mackey) grew up in Chicago’s 

northwest suburbs and served as captain for Barrington High 
School’s team during his junior year. Not only did his dad 
coach him, but Wolves all-time greats Steve Martins and 
Steve Maltais did as well. 

TWO GOALTENDERS RETURN FROM CAROLINA 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ bid for their first Stanley Cup title 
since 2006 ended Monday in Game 7 of the second round. 
That verdict meant the Canes were able to reassign 
goaltenders Pyotr Kochetkov and Jack LaFontaine to the 
Wolves Tuesday. 

Kochetkov, who went 13-1-1 for Chicago over the final two 
months of the regular season, appeared in 3 regular-season 
and 4 postseason games for the Canes and posted a 4-2-0 
record with a 3.20 goals-against average and .883 save 
percentage. 

CALDER CUP UPDATE 

While the Wolves and the Stockton Heat open their best-of-7 
Western Conference Finals on Friday, the Laval Rocket and 
the Springfield Thunderbirds open their best-of-7 Eastern 
Conference Finals on Saturday. The Thunderbirds, who 
came out of the Atlantic Division as the No. 2 seed, hold the 
home-ice advantage over the Rocket, who claimed the North 
Division Finals as the No. 3 seed. 

To keep track of all the latest playoff news for the Wolves 
and the AHL and to purchase Calder Cup Playoff tickets, 
click here. 

TOP LINE 

JOSH LEIVO 

One day after turning 29, the Wolves’ veteran forward 
delivered the second hat trick of his 10-year professional 
career to guide Chicago to its Central Division Finals-
clinching Game 4 win Friday night at Milwaukee. Leivo 
shares the AHL postseason lead in scoring with 13 points 
(6G, 7A) and leads in plus-minus rating (+11) as he has 
produced at least one point in all seven postseason games. 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

On Monday, the Wolves captain fulfilled a dream by getting 
to throw out the first pitch before Game 2 of the Cubs’ 
doubleheader with Milwaukee. Poturalski was a stud 
shortstop in high school when he wasn’t busy playing 
hockey. Poturalski set a career-high by firing 11 shots in 
Wednesday’s Game 3 at Milwaukee. He owns 9 points (3G, 
6A) in the playoffs. 
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ALEX LYON 

The Wolves have relied solely on this 29-year-old in goal 
throughout the Calder Cup Playoffs — and he continues to 
prove he’s built for the postseason. Lyon posted a 6-1 record 
with a 1.87 goals-against average and a .926 save 
percentage against Rockford and Milwaukee, which moved 
his career postseason resume to a 12-7 record, 1.95 GAA 
and .936 save percentage. 

REWIND (1-1-0-0) 

FRIDAY, MAY 27: CHICAGO 5, (AT) MILWAUKEE 1 

 Josh Leivo scored one goal in each period — a pair 
of power-play goals and then an empty-netter — as 
the Wolves dominated Game 4 to advance to the 
Western Conference Finals. 

 Defenseman Max Lajoie opened the scoring 3:56 
into the night while Leivo and defenseman Josh 
Jacobs gave Chicago a 3-0 lead after one period; 
Stefan Noesen handed out two assists. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 17 of 18 shots to 
improve to 6-1 during the postseason. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25: (AT) MILWAUKEE 4, CHICAGO 2 

 After a scoreless first period, the Admirals 
converted three consecutive power-play chances 
and never trailed in their Game 3 victory at Panther 
Arena. 

 Rookie center Jack Drury scored nine seconds into 
the third period to slice the deficit to 2-1 while 

forward Josh Leivo notched one goal and one assist 
as both extended point streaks to six games. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 21 saves. 

THE WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS SCHEDULE 

 DATE VENUE TIME TICKETS 

Game 
1 

Friday, June 3 
Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. Game 1 

Game 
2 

Monday, June 
6 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. Game 2 

Game 
3 

Wednesday, 
June 8 

Stockton 
Arena 

8:30 
p.m. 

 

Game 
4 

Friday, June 
10 

Stockton 
Arena 

9 p.m.  

Game 
5* 

Saturday, 
June 11 

Stockton 
Arena 

8 p.m.  

Game 
6* 

Tuesday, June 
14 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. 
Game 6 (if 
necessary) 

Game 
7* 

Wednesday, 
June 15 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. 
Game 7 (if 
necessary) 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3342300/2022/06/01/hurricanes-offseason-priorities/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/why-carolina-eliminated-from-stanley-cup-playoffs/c-334392868 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-adam-fox-new-york-297fb8e4b0803efd1079ba22b7788657 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/31/23147985/about-last-night-going-quietly-into-the-night-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-
seven-nhl 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/31/what-to-know-about-stockton/ 
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Which Hurricanes will return? After second-round loss, Carolina begins 
looking forward 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 31, 2022 1:41 PM 

 

RALEIGH-Beaten in Game 7 by the New York Rangers on Monday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes lined up for the traditional postgame handshake line 
that ends every playoff series. 

The question now: How many of those Canes players soon will be 
shaking hands with teammates they’ll not be seeing in the home locker 
room next season? 

It’s an inevitable question. The Canes’ season ended with a 6-2 loss to 
the Rangers, and it didn’t take long to turn the page and start thinking of 
next season and the guesswork of how the roster and lineup will shake 
out. 

“I’d love to keep all these guys and come back at it again, but it’s 
probably not going to happen,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Monday. “That’s just the way it goes.” 

Forwards Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi and Derek 
Stepan are due to become unrestricted free agents. So, too, are 
defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. 

Forwards Martin Necas and Steven Lorentz are restricted free agents 
along with defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear. Their 
negotiations with management could be interesting. 

There’s going to be change. But, how much? 

“We said this last year and we got nine new guys,” Brind’Amour said. 
“You don’t know how it’s going to work out. Hockey’s a business and 
guys got to do what they’ve got to do.” 

LAST SUMMER’S CHANGES 

The Canes went through an extensive makeover before this season. 
They restructured their goaltending, signing Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta. They added Stepan, Cole and Smith, three veteran players and 
free agents, on one-year contracts. They traded Warren Foegele to 
Edmonton for Bear. 

The Canes did not re-sign defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who became 
the top free agent on the market. Instead, Carolina signed DeAngelo to a 
one-year, $1 million free-agent contract despite considerable backlash 
from some of their fans who were unhappy with DeAngelo’s past. 

In a surprising move, Carolina made an offer sheet for Montreal’s Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. The Canes then added the center when the Canadiens did 
not match the one-year, $6.1 million offer. 

Another new face: forward Seth Jarvis. The rookie quickly impressed with 
his speed, skill and willingness to play big despite being a smaller guy, 
making the Canes’ roster. 

Once together, the Hurricanes won a franchise-record 54 games and set 
a record with 116 points in winning the Metropolitan Division. Everyone, 
from Brind’Amour down, said their only goal was winning the Stanley 
Cup. They believed they could do it. 

“It’s frustrating, it’s definitely a bummer, to have the caliber of the team 
we had and not go farther,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said Monday. 

Slavin, in a somber tone, noted it was a close team, one that enjoyed 
playing and competing together, that enjoyed each other’s company. 

“The group of guys we have is awesome,” Slavin said. “Management and 
the coaching staff have done a great job of bringing in high-quality 
hockey players and high-quality people as well. 

“We’ll see how things shake out in the offseason. It’s a bummer. If some 
of those guys aren’t back it’s a bummer because we have such a tight-
knit group in there.” 

DIFFICULT DECISIONS 

Canes general manager Don Waddell will have tough decisions to make. 
Will Trocheck or Niederreiter be re-signed? What about DeAngelo, who 
replaced Hamilton’s offense with 10 goals and 51 points? 

Necas had an inconsistent third NHL season. How does he figure in the 
Canes’ plans moving forward? Or Bear, who didn’t get in a game for the 
Canes in the playoffs? 

Andrei Svechnikov and Kotkaniemi have been signed to long-term 
contracts — Svechnikov for $7.75 million per year and Kotkaniemi for 
$4.82 million. But there will be cap issues to resolve in fitting together a 
lineup for 2022-23, and players will be moved in and out. 

But Monday night, their season over in such a disappointing fashion, it 
was tough for the Canes to try and contemplate such things. 

“We had a lot of fun together,” center Sebastian Aho said. “Every day 
was awesome to come to the rink and be with this group. 

“It (stinks) obviously that every time you’re done, you know there’s not 
going to be the same guys. But it’s part of hockey. And life goes on.” 
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The Hurricanes’ 6 biggest priorities as an offseason of huge changes 
begins 

 

Sara Civian 

 

The Hurricanes don’t have much of a choice this offseason. They will 
inevitably be making some huge changes. 
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This is clearest when you look at their lineup sans the pending free 
agents (don’t come at me for any lineup decisions; this is just a visual): 

Andrei Svechnikov – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 

Seth Jarvis – ??? – ??? 

??? – Jordan Staal – Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook – Jesperi Kotkaniemi – ??? 

Jaccob Slavin – ??? 

Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

??? – ??? 

Freddie Andersen 

Antti Raanta 

The Canes will have close to $20 million in cap room to fill these holes, 
per CapFriendly, and potentially $4 million more if they unload Jake 
Gardiner. They’ll undoubtedly want to re-sign some of their free agents, 
but others will be close calls, and there are many factors for general 
manager Don Waddell and his team to consider. 

In no particular order, here are what we see as Carolina’s biggest 
offseason priorities: 

Get the restricted free agent deals out of the way 

The Hurricanes have four NHL players who will be restricted free agents: 
Martin Necas, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear and Steven Lorentz. 

Necas was primed for a breakout season that never happened, partially 
due to what felt like his own hesitations shooting the puck and making 
plays, but also due to the rise of Jarvis and management giving Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, the $6.1 million man, every opportunity to succeed. 

My sense with Necas is a fresh start would do both sides some good. I 
still love his potential, but I wouldn’t blame him if his confidence has 
taken a hit considering what happened this season and the entry-level 
contract situation that kept him in the AHL for an extra year before that. 
The Hurricanes will probably look for a trade or sign him to a short bridge 
deal (think one or two years). 

I see a 50-50 situation with Bear. He didn’t get a crack at the postseason 
lineup, so it sort of seems like the experiment failed, but I still like him. 
He’s not great in a bottom-pairing, grit role, but maybe it works out to give 
him another try in a middle pairing if others are on their way out. Let’s 
see how the dominoes fall. 

Lorentz is 26 and coming off a season in which he scored 13 points in 67 
games. Retaining him won’t come at a high price, which could have value 
for a team with bigger decisions to make elsewhere. 

That leaves DeAngelo. There isn’t a comparable to him in the league, for 
obvious reasons. He’s coming off a one-year, $1 million contract that he 
obviously outplayed, but my gut says he feels some loyalty to the Canes 
— and that paired with a quiet second round could lower his cost to a 
ballpark the Canes can afford. I’d be curious to see what his arbitration 
trial would look like if it comes to that. 

Pick your unrestricted free agents wisely 

The Hurricanes have six NHL players headed to unrestricted free 
agency: Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi, Ian Cole, 
Brendan Smith and Derek Stepan. 

Trocheck and Niederreiter are the biggest fish to fry. They’re both Canes 
mainstays and had great seasons. Trocheck was fourth in scoring with 
21 goals and 51 points in 81 games. He also brought an edge I maybe 
didn’t realize how badly the Hurricanes needed. He didn’t have the best 
second round, but who did? Niederreiter had 24 goals and 44 points in 
75 games, and his net-front power-play presence has been much 
needed. 

They both feel integral, but let’s think with our wallets instead of our 
hearts. The wallet says Trocheck, a center, is due for a raise from his 
$4.75 million average annual value. Meanwhile, Niederreiter’s $5.25 
million seems about right, but maybe a modest raise is due. I’m not sure 
you can sign both if you’re swinging for the “elite goal scorer” head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour speaks of. 

Then consider the center depth: Aho and Staal aren’t going anywhere, 
Kotkaniemi is waiting for a bigger role, Jarvis is capable of playing center, 
Necas is still around and Jack Drury is tearing it up in the AHL. 

This decision becomes highly dependent on whether Trocheck or 
Niederreiter would be willing to take a pay cut to stay with the Canes’ 
core. But if it comes down to money, the Hurricanes have some options 
at center and Trocheck might be walking. 

I wonder if the Canes will kick around on Domi? Those two Game 7 goals 
will live in franchise lore, but it might be a situation where they go all-in 
on an aforementioned elite goal scorer, and that means letting some of 
the fringe guys walk. 

I can’t imagine the Cole-Smith pairing returning in its entirety, but at a 
pay cut, Cole is a cheap leader they could keep around with a stronger 
partner. I guess that goes for either of them. 

Assuming Derek Stepan is healthy, and the Canes didn’t play him at all 
against the Rangers, he’s probably done here. It would be easier to re-
sign Lorentz. 

Get a vibe check on the goalies 

There has been a lot of speculation about Andersen’s left knee injury that 
kept him out of the playoffs. Some question why similar things have 
happened to Andersen throughout his career and he’s seemed hesitant 
to return to the net when his team has needed him during a playoff run. 

To be clear, there is no doubt Andersen was hurt and was not 100 
percent ready to return during the playoffs. 

Waddell confirmed to me before Game 7 that Andersen’s movement was 
“coming back” but “it’s a slow process for a goalie doing the butterfly.” 

There’s a sense that some in the Canes organization wish Andersen 
would have pushed through and played, while others sympathized with 
the complexity of a goaltender injury on such a big body. There is a 
difference between what a goalie is expected to play through and what a 
skater is expected to play through, and the realities of playing through 
injuries as a goaltender are complicated by the type of injury and how 
much it impacts confidence in the body. 

Regardless, the Canes need to make sure Andersen is in a position to 
succeed next season and that they’ve exhausted every resource in 
understanding what happened and how to help. They also need to come 
to terms with the fact that Andersen might not play through an injury. If 
they don’t feel confident in him as their No. 1 at that point, they need to 
cut their losses and move on. 

We also can’t forget about the injury Raanta sustained in Game 7 as he 
stretched across the net to reposition himself and seemed to pull 
something. Brind’Amour said Raanta is getting checked out Tuesday but 
wouldn’t have been an option for at least a little while had the Canes 
advanced. 

None of this feels great. 

Explore the ‘elite goal scorer’ market 

We were bending over backward trying to figure out what was wrong with 
the power play during the playoffs. Many are suggesting a new power-
play coach, and I am sorry, but sometimes I roll my eyes at this take. 
Though exploring some new schemes and plays couldn’t hurt — and 
heck, why not bring in a fresh voice and see what happens? — I just 
don’t think this is the panacea some believe it to be. 

The power-play woes showed up at five-on-five, too, and the lack of high-
end finishing talent was clear. When I look back on the season and my 
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coverage, I pointed this out inadvertently a few times. “Why is no one 
talking about the Hurricanes?” I asked, and I landed on the lack of stars 
showing up in the trophy conversations. 

The Canes were one of the best teams, but none of them even touched 
the top 20 in points. Aho led the team with 81 points in 79 games, good 
for 30th in the league, and he was the only point-per-game player the 
Canes had in a high-scoring NHL season. After that, no one else was in 
the top 50. 

It’s a testament to the Canes that they got so far through their defensive 
effort, but the front office needs to reward them for that with a shiny new 
toy. 

The options are a story for a different day, but “we like our group” isn’t 
good enough headed into next season. 

Rework the blue line 

It’s a little wild to look back on the days just two years ago when there 
were roughly 18 up-and-coming high draft picks vying for a spot on the 
Canes’ loaded blue line, but such is life in this line of business. And 
speaking of business, the Canes have entered the business of short-term 
deals. 

So even if only the UFAs of the free-agent defenseman group walk, 
you’re looking at two holes to fill. 

My gut says the Slavin-DeAngelo pairing will stick, and so will Pesce and 
Slavin. I’d like to see the Canes call up Jalen Chatfield on his $764,000 
AAV and maybe let Bear walk if they aren’t going to use him. I love Cole 
for what he brings to the room, and he’s still got it if he’s with a strong 
partner playing strategic minutes. If he’s willing to take a pay cut from his 
$2.9 million AAV, it’d make sense to bring him back. 

Let Brind’Amour get some sleep 

I have no time whatsoever for the “Is it time to question Brind’Amour?” 
takes. I don’t understand people saying he didn’t change the lineup 
during the playoffs when he repeatedly did so and it yielded results. 
Swapping fourth-liners in and out isn’t going to change the fact that the 
Hurricanes had one player in the top 50 in points in the regular season. 
But his in-game adjustments worked, like Domi moving to the second line 
in Game 6 of the first round, yielding a two-goal game for Domi in Game 
7. 

Brind’Amour is so good at his job and goes to bat so hard for his players 
that it’s almost detrimental. He’s squeezing all he can out of these guys, 
and he is so hesitant to criticize them. There’s a reason so many players 
have career seasons under him, but he can’t turn anyone into Connor 
McDavid. 

He’s also making, like, four dollars compared to the rest of the league’s 
coaches. Good luck finding another Rod Brind’Amour. I hope this man 
has a great summer full of rest and T-ball games. 
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Hurricanes’ lack of elite goal scoring exposed in Game 7 loss to Rangers 

 

Sara Civian 

 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal held back tears as he addressed the 
media after Carolina’s 6-2 loss to the Rangers in Game 7 of the second 
round on Monday. 

He knew it, you knew it, we all knew it: The Canes had to be much better 
if they were to advance to the Eastern Conference final. 

“Did we want to get to a Game 7? No,” he said. “We had a great start to 
the series, but we’ve got to find a way to steal one on the road, which we 
didn’t. Tonight there were some bounces, and everyone wasn’t quite 
there, including myself.” 

This time, there were no compelling bounces to hide behind. The Canes 
allowed two power-play goals in the first eight minutes of the game, and 
even though they contained the Rangers well enough after that in the first 
period, containment is just not good enough this time of year. Overall, 
nothing they tried for the remaining 52 minutes inspired a true comeback 
effort. 

“We were chasing it again,” Staal said. “And chasing it is not easy.” 

Carolina’s playoff run was oddly tough to watch. It was something about 
having to rally in games, the whiplash of the 7-1 home record and a 
winless road record and the expectations placed on the Hurricanes 
during their fourth consecutive crack at the postseason. 

“Every year when it ends is always tough. It’s tougher maybe because I 
felt like we were in a different spot this year,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It wasn’t that we were better than everybody, but I felt 
like we weren’t worse. We were right there. That makes it maybe a little 
tougher. It’s another chance, I don’t want to say lost, but it’s another year 
where you don’t get that chance.” 

If the Canes had won, they would have become the first team in NHL 
history to win multiple best-of-seven series in a single postseason with 
zero road wins. There’s a reason that has never happened. 

You cannot tempt fate too much in the Stanley Cup playoffs. And as the 
Hurricanes’ season ended one game short of the Eastern Conference 
final, via their first home loss of the postseason, you knew the Hockey 
Gods had been watching Carolina’s 14-game playoff run the whole time. 

They were watching on the road, where the Canes went 0-6 with at least 
two losses that made you question everything you thought you’d known 
about the team that won the Metropolitan Division. 

The Gods were watching the special-teams battles, most notably the silly 
penalties taken and the squandered power-play opportunities. The 
Canes went 7-for-54 (13 percent) on the man advantage. It wasn’t close 
to good enough, and they knew it. 

“On the power play, five-on-five, whatever it is, we’ve got to be able to 
put pucks in the back of the net,” Jaccob Slavin said. “To get past this at 
this point and get over the hump, when you look back at all the years, I 
think special teams is what it’s always come down to. We lost the special 
teams battle.” 

The power play Monday was particularly demoralizing. Vincent Trocheck 
deflected a Tony DeAngelo point shot in garbage time, but the Canes’ 
umbrella system felt telegraphed when it actually counted — a few 
passes, then a shot directly into a defenseman’s chest. Rinse, repeat. 

As Brind’Amour often says, it isn’t about the effort, and effort isn’t to 
blame for the Game 7 loss. But Brind’Amour finally said the quiet part out 
loud Monday. 

“I always think the (team is) good — it’s just, do we have elite goal 
scorers?” he said. “Maybe not. But we have great players. We’re built a 
little differently than some teams. You’ve got to play to your strengths. I 
think we did that, but it just didn’t work out. Going into tonight, there were 
five teams left playing. That says something. We’ve got to come back 
next year and be better.” 

The Canes needed more creativity on the power play — the kind of 
creativity only elite goal scorers possess. They could’ve used some of 
that at even strength, too. Teuvo Teravainen was quietly keeping the 
offense afloat, with 11 points in 14 games. The Canes needed more from 
their goal scorers, and they ended with only 13 goals through seven 
games against the Rangers. 

“It wasn’t a lack of offense,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a lack of scoring, 
but usually it’s lack of scoring because you don’t get chances or 
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opportunities. That’s really not what this was. You have to work hard to 
get your chances, and I think we did that. I don’t think we gave up a ton.” 

Andrei Svechnikov had four goals and five points in 14 games, zero 
points in Game 7 and only one point in his past eight games. Sebastian 
Aho ended with four goals and 11 points in 14 games, and he had zero 
goals in Game 7 and zero goals in his last five games. Martin Necas 
ended with zero goals and five points in 14 games. After a solid start in 
the first round, DeAngelo had zero goals and two assists in his last nine 
games. 

The Hockey Gods finally had enough. They rewarded Igor Shesterkin for 
his consistently fantastic play, and they awarded the Hurricanes the first 
Game 7 loss in franchise history for their inconsistency. 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.01.2022 
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Wayne Gretzky and TNT ready for final series of rookie season 

 

Sean Shapiro 

6-7 minutes 31/05/2022 

 

One of Wayne Gretzky’s few disappointments with his first year as a 
studio analyst for Turner Sports came on Jan. 1, when he and the rest of 
the panel watched the Winter Classic from a cozy studio in Atlanta rather 
than a frigid ballpark in Minnesota. 

“I missed out on that,” Gretzky told The Athletic back in February. “Being 
able to actually be at the biggest events, having the panel at those 
events, that’s what I really envision as something I think we need more 
of. I get it, but it was still disappointing.” 

That feeling was one of the reasons Gretzky ended up making a booth 
cameo for the Heritage Classic in Hamilton while the rest of the panel 
was still in Atlanta, and on Tuesday he happily fielded a media 
conference call from Denver, where the TNT panel will be on location for 
Game 1 of the Western Conference final and will follow the series 
between the Avalanche and Edmonton Oilers in person. 

“This past season — partly because of the pandemic, partly because of 
issues with the border — everyone’s made the decision to sort of stay in-
house,” Gretzky said Tuesday. “So it just gives us sort of a stamp that 
people who actually watch us on TV will be able to see us live and so you 
know, when you’re live (and) when you feel the atmosphere, and you can 
hear the atmosphere and you can hear the loud noise and the crowd 
cheering, the energy level obviously is a positive.” 

It’ll also be the exclamation point on a rookie season for TNT as a 
national carrier in the United States. ESPN, which has the national 
television “A” package, will be broadcasting the Stanley Cup Final, with 
Turner getting the championship series in 2023. 

It should be noted that TNT ended up with the Western Conference final 
because ESPN had the choice of which series to broadcast before the 
Stanley Cup Final. The fact the Western final was guaranteed to have a 
Canadian market, and the fact the Rangers were potentially headed to 
the Eastern final made it a pretty quick decision from a viewership 
perspective for ESPN. 

By most accounts, Turner’s presence has been considered a success for 
the league in the United States. 

Ratings for Turner and ESPN both surpassed expectations, and Round 1 
was the most-watched first round on cable in the history of the league. 
That included an average of 2.3 million viewers for Game 7 between the 
New York Rangers and Pittsburgh Penguins on TNT, which was the 
most-watched non-Stanley Cup Final game on cable since 2018. 

Ratings for Round 2 are expected to come in on Wednesday, according 
to Turner PR. 

TNT’s panel, which is hosted by Liam McHugh and features Paul 
Bissonnette, Anson Carter and Rick Tocchet, alongside Gretzky, has 
been well received by personnel around the league, including one team 
executive who recently noted that for the first time in their tenure they 
cared to listen to what was said on the American broadcast during an 
intermission. 

Gretzky’s comfort level and candor on air have been particularly notable; 
going into this season there were concerns, even for Gretzky himself, 
that he would be too stiff or uncomfortable on television. Getting over that 
hurdle early was key for Gretzky, who gives a ton of credit to both 
Tocchet and Bissonnette for disarming some of those concerns with early 
quips — while his No. 99 is untouchable and retired across the league, 
Gretzky wasn’t immune from being the butt of a joke. 

“That was the biggest thing we talked about before we started our first 
show,” Gretzky said. “If this is going to work, you know you can’t fake 
that.” 

Earlier this season McHugh told The Athletic that being allowed to make 
jokes at Gretzky’s expense made any other nerves in his new role 
disappear, and after years at NBC, which had a more rigid studio format, 
McHugh was able to be his more authentic self when the camera was on. 

“We don’t have to be two different people on and off the camera,” 
McHugh said. “That’s a huge thing for how this group built that chemistry 
right away.” 

The other thing that Turner did with its panel, and its hockey coverage in 
general, was to rely on consistent pairings more than ESPN did with its 
coverage of the sport. Turner picked roles for its hockey coverage and 
stuck with them and the panel was allowed to adjust as a group, while in-
game roles were also set without too much juggling. 

ESPN’s coverage has been more of a hodgepodge of roles, with some of 
the on-air voices going from play-by-play to studio hosting and back 
again during the playoffs. Part of this is by design — ESPN admitted 
early on that it would be flexible in assigning roles, and it’s also a side 
effect of ESPN staying in-house for play-by-play roles. 

Turner, on the other hand, made two outside hires for play-by-play before 
the season started — Kenny Albert and Brendan Burke — and then hired 
team broadcasters for the playoffs when the schedule required more 
play-by-play voices. It was an approach that led to a stronger on-air 
product early in the playoffs, with Turner carrying a team of play-by-play 
voices that were typical hockey announcers and not just simply 
announcers doing hockey. 

As for Gretzky, he’ll enjoy being in the vicinity of Albert this series in both 
Denver and Edmonton as part of the panel, which is just close enough 
after he got a taste of in-game analysis during the outdoor game with 
booth veterans Ed Olczyk, Darren Pang and Keith Jones. 

“Their jobs are safe. That’s not for me,” Gretzky joked. “Those three 
guys, they do, they work a lot harder than we do in that panel. Trust me.” 
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Today I release my long list for the 2022 NHL Entry Draft, with full write-
ups on my top-ranked 127 prospects in the class. 

The 2022 NHL Draft looks like a somewhat below-average class. It’s a 
near coin flip for me to decide who is the No. 1 prospect in the class 
between Canadian center Shane Wright and Slovakian winger Juraj 
Slafkovsky. Wright has the longer track record of success and the much-
preferred position as a center but had a down season by his standards. 
Slafkovsky’s skill set is more attractive and he continued to pile on 
impressive performances this season at various tournaments, with the 
talent he displayed at the World Championship being enough to just 
nudge him ahead of Wright for me. 

The gap between the No. 1 and No. 5 prospect is a smaller gap than 
usual. This is also not a great goalie crop, with the first netminder 
appearing at No. 59. 

For the first year, I am introducing NHL player comparables into this list. 
My goal with this is to try to paint a somewhat realistic picture of the type 
of player a prospect could project as, although I would not interpret the 
comparables listed as a literal projection that Player A will become Player 
B. This is mostly because for some players, particularly those who were 
very large or small in terms of size, an ideal comparison doesn’t exist. 
Only the top 32 listed prospects are given a player comparable. 

The players are placed in a tier showing their NHL projection. Their 
skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete level are also given a 
grade, with their shot given a grade if it’s notably good or poor. The 
grading scale for tools has six levels, so it could be interpreted as 1-6, 
but it will be written out as poor, below NHL average, NHL average, 
above NHL average, high-end and elite. The tool grades are not 
formulaic, meaning the rankings incorporate the tool grades, as well as 
players’ statistics, size, and other information I’ve gathered in the process 
of making this list. 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

1. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Tps (FINLAND) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 218 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Rick Nash 

Background: Slafkovsky was a regular player for a top Liiga club in TPS 
this season albeit without great production overall. He was named MVP 
of the Olympics where he played a huge role in Slovakia earning a 
bronze medal. He was named a top-three player for Slovakia at the 
World Championship. He played a notable role on Slovakia’s U20 team 
which outshot Sweden by a 2:1 margin in a world juniors game. He 
played for Slovakia’s national team in the World Championship as a U17 
player. He was a top player for the Slovakian U20 team as a 16-year-old 
and a top player for a top Finland junior team in 2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-foot-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and 
skill. He possesses outstanding puck skills and can put pucks through 
legs and sticks at a very high rate. Slafkovsky can use finesse, or power 
and quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can also set up and 
finish plays well. Physically, he won’t run over guys but his compete is 
good enough. He projects as a top-line winger with the potential to pop 
and become a true star in the NHL. 

2. Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mika Zibanejad 

Background: Wright was the captain and a top player for Kingston. He 
finished 8th in OHL scoring. He was a top two-line center for Canada’s 
U20 team at the world juniors. He scored nine goals and 14 points in five 
games at the U18 worlds as a U17 player, leading Canada to gold. He 
was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old 
where he scored 39 goals and 66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is a very well-rounded center who has no noticeable 
flaw in his skill set but there also isn’t a ton about his game that gets you 
overly excited. He can skate and handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s 
game translates because of his compete and direct style of play. He 
takes pucks to the net and plays quick. He can pull up to make a tough 
pass but can take pucks to the interior too. He has the high-end vision to 
run a power-play unit and make tough plays with pace. His shot is very 
good, showing the ability to pick corners from long range consistently. Off 
the puck he’s competitive and responsible, showing maturity beyond his 
years. He projects as a No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play 
with a chance to be a star, but probably won’t be an elite scorer in the 
league. 

Projected top of the lineup player 

3. Logan Cooley, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brayden Point 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player in the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP the last two years, although his pure production doesn’t 
blow you away. He made the USA world junior team as a 17-year-old in a 
significant role as their No. 2 center with power play time. He was a top 
forward at the U18 World Championship. He was a top player for the U18 
team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first-line forward; as a center, he would be a low-end 
first-line center in the NHL. 

4. David Jiricek, D, Plzen (CZREP) 
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Nov. 28, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 189 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Pietrangelo 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czechia league 
team and looking very good versus men, before a knee injury at the 
world juniors knocked him out for the second half. He has since started 
practicing again and was invited to Czechia’s national team camp. He 
played games for the senior Czechia team at the Karjala Cup and World 
Championship. He was also named one of Czechia’s best players at the 
2021 world juniors despite being one of the youngest players in the 
tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. What his skating looks like post-knee surgery is something 
to monitor. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks, but lacks 
ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well 
due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

5. Simon Nemec, D, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: MacKenzie Weegar 

Background: Nemec played significant minutes versus men in Slovakia 
for the last two seasons. He has immense international experience. He 
scored 17 points in 19 games for his club team in Slovakia. He’s already 
played in two world juniors and was among Slovakia’s best players both 
times. He has been in two World Championships including 6 points in 8 
games at this year’s tournament. He was the best defenseman at the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup this summer and in the Olympics this season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. Defensively 
he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain, even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

6. Cutter Gauthier, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: J.T. Miller 

Background: Gauthier was a versatile and important player for the U.S. 
NTDP this season, playing often on both special teams, lining up at wing 
and center for full games depending on their roster. He became a go-to 
player as the season went along, lining up on Cooley’s wing and playing 
PP1. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-foot-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net and it makes him an asset on the PK. 
Gauthier can create with his skating and skill, but his main offensive 
weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from distance with a powerful 
wrist shot. I didn’t love his playmaking early on but that part of his game 
grew on me as the season went on especially how he made passes on 
the move. I see a potential very good top-six forward whether at center or 
the wing with a chance to pop and become a true top-of-the-lineup type. 

7. Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 171 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Viktor Arvidsson 

Background: Kemell came out of the gates flying in Liiga but slowed 
down in the second half when he returned from injury. He played a top-
six role on Finland’s U20 team and scored a goal a game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky and at the U18 Worlds. As an underage, he scored at a high rate 
as well in Finland’s U20 league and was a solid player for Finland’s U18 
team as a 16-year-old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than the size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and 
speed to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and his teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very 
well, but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range 
and he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top-six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 

8. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jaden Schwartz 
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Background: Savoie was one of the top forwards in the WHL as a 17-
year-old, helping lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings and ending 
the season 7th in league scoring. He was a point-per-game player in the 
USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status to play at the 
age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 15-year-old 
and was a top player. 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on 
his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent 
passer, who can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate and make 
tough plays under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in 
traffic. He has good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that 
can score from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes 
hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have 
incredible speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to 
the wing in the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top-six 
forward. 

9. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SWEDEN) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Sam Bennett 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons and got a regular shift this 
season. He scored 6 points in 13 SHL playoff games this season as well. 
He captained Austria’s U20 team at the world juniors. He also played 
very well for Austria’s senior team, including four points in three games 
performance at a tournament in November and a major role for their 
World Championship team. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with speed 
and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, 
his direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a quality 
top-two line center. 

10. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Troy Terry 

Background: Yurov played limited minutes on one of the best KHL teams, 
often lining up as a 12th or 13th forward for Magnitogorsk. Later in the 
season he played more junior games where he was very good for a top 
MHL team. He scored three goals and four points at a U20 Four Nations 
tournament which helped him make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. 
He was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior league the previous 
season and scored 11 points in seven games at the U18 World 
Championship. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high-end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his 
stickhandling. He’s not overly physical but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 

11. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWEDEN) 

Jul. 24, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Jordan Eberle 

Background: Lekkerimaki put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 league 
showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and international play. 
He came up to the big club in Djurgarden in the second half where he 
played a notable role in SHL games and scored at a high rate for a 17-
year-old. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November tournament 
and led the U18 Worlds in scoring. 

Analysis: Lekkrimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one-timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 
speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and play too much on the perimeter which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a quality top-six 
winger. 

Projected middle of the lineup player 

12. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia (RUSSIA-2) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Gabriel Landeskog 

Background: Miroshnichenko played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second-tier league in a regular role before his season ended in 
January due to being diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He scored 1 
goal and 2 points at the U20 4 nations in November. He was the captain 
and a leading player for Russia’s U18 team when they won Hlinka 
Gretzky gold. He scored 6 goals and 8 points in 7 games at the U18 
World Championship the previous season. He originally intended to play 
in Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia the past two seasons but ran 
into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
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can create at even strength and on the power play. He has a bulky frame 
and can play a powerful style of game. He has the tools and track record 
of a projected top line winger, but given his diagnosis he is being placed 
several tiers below that due to the significant uncertainty in his future 
projection — despite positive developments since the initial diagnosis. 

13. Denton Mateychuk, D, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jul. 12, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Shayne Gostisbehere 

Background: Mateychuk played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, often 
playing half the game and was one of the best 17-year-olds in the WHL. 
He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was invited to 
represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances He can play with pace, but can also make 
passes off the point and use his hard shot to create offense. He defends 
well in the WHL due to his feet but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is 
how well he’ll be able to check in the NHL. It’s a reasonable concern but I 
think he’s so talented and the skating is so good that he will find a way to 
succeed and become a top-four defenseman. 

14. Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (FINLAND) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Player comparable: Andre Burakovsky 

Background: Lambert split this season between JYP and Pelicans in 
Liiga where his production rate dipped from his great underage season. 
He was having a monster world juniors before it was abruptly cancelled 
and was great at the tournament the previous season, too. His U18 and 
U17 games with Finland were not as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edgework, allowing him to cut away from 
pressure easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a 
go-to guy for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and 
shows O-zone creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at 
times but this season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full 
of potential, even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he 
will be a top-six winger in the NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

15. Lian Bichsel, D, Leksand (SWEDEN) 

May. 18, 2004 | 6′ 5.0″ | 216 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: K’Andre Miller 

Background: Bichsel played very well in Sweden’s junior ranks and got 
extended time with Leksands SHL team. He made Switzerland’s world 
juniors team in a notable role and was a top player for their U18 team. He 
was also named one of Switzerland’s best players at the U18 worlds the 
prior season. A concussion ended his season in the spring. 

Analysis: Bichsel’s physical tools are quite evident. He’s a 6-foot-5 
defenseman who skates well for his size, is physical and has some 
offensive touch. He can carry and create through the neutral zone due to 
his feet and skills and shows some creativity from the offensive blue line. 
He has good hands but there isn’t much playmaking or poise in his puck 
play. Defensively he’s quite good due to his reach, feet and physicality. 
He closes gaps like a pro and can be trusted to play hard minutes as he 
advances levels. Bichsel projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play higher in a lineup if the offense translates. 

16. Kevin Korchinski, D, Seattle (WHL) 

Jun. 21, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Justin Schultz 

Background: Korchinski was a top player for a good WHL team in Seattle 
this season and one of the best 17-year-old defensemen in the CHL. He 
was the 10th pick in his WHL Bantam Draft and invited to Canada’s U18 
camp. 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 defenseman 
who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s able to carry pucks up ice 
well with his skating, and has excellent edgework to evade pressure. 
Korchinski shows touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line due to his skill and feet. Despite his size and 
skating, he’s mediocre defensively. He doesn’t compete that hard on that 
side of the ice and is overly aggressive offensively. That’s a concern, but 
he generates so much offense that it makes up for those issues to an 
extent. Korchinski projects as a top-four defenseman. 

17. Jiri Kulich, C, Karlovy Vary (CZREP) 

Apr. 14, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ross Colton 

Background: Kulich got a regular shift vs. pros in Czechia this season 
with power-play time. He captained their U18 team and made their world 
junior team in a notable role. He led the U18 World Championship in 
goals and was named MVP of the tournament. 
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Analysis: Kulich is a well-rounded prospect. He has a fluid, powerful 
skating stride that can generate clean entries and beat defenders wide. 
He has slick 1v1 skills and combined with his speed is a threat off the 
rush. He can make plays but is more of a threat when he’s in motion than 
picking apart defenses as a playmaker. Kulich has a great shot, showing 
a one-timer and wrist shot threat from range. Kulich doesn’t show fear 
from attacking the net or taking a hit to make a play. He projects as a top-
nine forward, whether at wing or center with the potential to play higher in 
a lineup. 

18. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Saginaw (OHL) 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6′ 1.25″ | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brandon Montour 

Background: Mintyukov played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this season 
and was a top scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft-
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
Previously, he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring five points in six games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and 
is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure 
easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly 
skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good 
offensive IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the PP 
with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to 
use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He can be a little 
too aggressive at times trying to create offense when he leaves his 
defensive position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play high in the lineup. 

19. Frank Nazar, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Player comparable: Alex Kerfoot 

Background: Nazar was a significant player for the US program, often 
lining up as a top-two-line center.. He was highly productive as an 
underage player, scoring over a point a game. He’s committed to 
Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center with a chance to be a No. 2 center. 

20. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 3.25″ | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Dylan Strome 

Background: Geekie was a top player on one of the best teams in the 
CHL this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was 
a point per game. He was the No. 2 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft right 
before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother Morgan Geekie plays 
for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
create chances. He’s a big man who doesn’t shy away from physical 
contact, which combined with his skill makes him tough to deal with down 
low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make plays and run a 
power play, showing good vision and finish from the perimeter. His main 
flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. He’s a better skater 
than his brother and can separate occasionally at the WHL level but 
doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as a middle-six 
center with a chance to play higher in the lineup. 

21. Rutger McGroarty, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 0.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Tyler Toffoli 

Background: McGroarty was a top forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often lining up in a premier scoring role and wore the ‘C’ for that 
age group. He scored 8 goals in 6 games at the U18 Worlds this season. 
He represented Team USA at the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. He is 
from the Lincoln, Nebraska area and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly-skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills, shot and vision. He 
can make a lot of plays with finesse, but also is highly competitive. He 
forces a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create 
around the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty 
historically has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks 
ideal balance and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to 
play in the NHL. He projects as a top-nine winger with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

22. Lane Hutson, D, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 14, 2004 | 5′ 8.5″ | 148 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Torey Krug 
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Background: Hutson was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP all 
season and generated a lot of offense. He was invited to the U18 team 
as an underage player where he was a top player for that team as well, 
being named one of the top three players at the U18 World 
Championship in 2021 for USA. He was named top defenseman of the 
2022 U18 Worlds. He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Hutson is a constant threat with the puck on his stick. He’s the 
smartest player in the draft. He makes so many seam passes to generate 
chances. Hutson is also a highly-skilled puckhandler who shows great 
creativity off the offensive blue line. He makes a lot of crafty fakes and 
dekes to evade pressure. He’s not the fastest skater, but his edgework is 
quite good and allows him to use his skating to attack. The offense is 
clear NHL quality. Whether a barely 5-foot-9 defenseman who isn’t an 
elite skater can defend in the NHL is the question with Hutson. He’s a 
competitive, quality defender versus juniors and college opponents but 
that will need to be a test he’ll need to clear down the line. I think he 
plays in the NHL, and projects as an offensive-tilted top-four 
defenseman, but I realize the odds are against a player who looks like 
him becoming that. I stamp him this high because he’s the smartest 
player in the draft and I see just enough to the rest of his game to be able 
to elevate at higher levels. 

23. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6′ 2.75″ | 207 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Adam Lowry 

Background: Gaucher was an important all-situations center for a top 
QMJHL club in Quebec. He didn’t post big scoring totals this season after 
scoring a point per game in the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s 
U20 camp in the summer as an injury replacement. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He possesses a 
bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player which allows him to win a lot 
of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around the net due to 
his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make plays inside 
the offensive zone. He creates a lot around the hard areas of the ice. He 
has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and doesn’t make a ton of 
plays. Gaucher projects as a third-line center who won’t be a big scorer 
but will have significant two-way value. 

24. Owen Pickering, D, Swift Current (WHL) 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6′ 4.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Travis Sanheim 

Background: Pickering played major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and put up solid scoring totals for a defenseman his age. He was 
named one of Canada’s top 3 players at the U18 World Championship. 
He was a ninth-round pick in his WHL Bantam draft but experienced a 
significant growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offense. He can carry through the neutral zone to create controlled 
exits/entries and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the O-zone. He can use his size and feet to 
close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects with his play with the puck and overall 
consistency. He projects as a second or third-pair defenseman 
depending on how much the offense translates. 

25. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Nov. 10, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Donato 

Background: Del Bel Belluz had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team, being one of the top scorers in 
the OHL early in the season but that production tailed off in the second 
half. His production trended way up after only scoring six points in his 
first OHL season in 2020. He was a third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders one on one. He can run a power play off 
the flank due to his very good vision and shot although I don’t see that as 
his role in the NHL. He lacks foot speed for the higher levels, but he 
works hard enough and provides some two-way value down the middle. 
He projects as a top-nine forward. With his feet, he may struggle to stick 
at center but if he does it’s on the third line. 

26. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Iafallo 

Background: Ohgren was a goal-per-game player and top scorer in 
Sweden’s J20 league while also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He 
was a top player for Sweden’s U18 team and played for the U20 team in 
November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high-percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from 
scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate with 
speed. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

27. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 
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Jun. 1, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 186 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Tanner Pearson 

Background: Snuggerud was a top-six forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season and one of the most improved players on the program from the 
previous season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has one-on-one skill, good vision, and his best 
asset is his shot. He is a long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you 
can build a power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has heavy feet 
which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his game is 
strong enough though that I think he could be a top-nine forward. 

28. Owen Beck, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Feb. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Dillon Dube 

Background: Owen Beck played a significant role on a good OHL team. 
He was a regular in every important situation. He was the 29th pick in his 
OHL draft. 

Analysis: Beck brings an intriguing amount of speed and skill to his shifts. 
He has NHL-level skating and is able to make highly-skilled plays 
through checks at full speed. He shows the ability to be able to set up his 
teammates well while also being able to finish in tight or from the circles. 
Beck isn’t the biggest forward, but he competes well, can PK and doesn’t 
shy from getting inside by using his speed. He projects as a top-nine 
forward, likely on the wing. 

29. Ryan Chesley, D, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 27, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Lindgren 

Background: Chesley was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often playing on both special teams units. He represented team 
USA’s U18 team as an underage. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Chesley has some physical assets that pop off the page from a 
pro projection. He’s a NHL-caliber skater who can transition pucks up ice 

very well with his speed. He has average size, but he’s quite strong and 
physical. With his mobility he’s able to close on checks well, and often 
uses his body to land hard hits to separate pucks from players. He has 
good individual skill, with the hands to beat checks one-on-one and 
generate a lot of power off his one-timer. Chesley isn’t a gifted puck-
mover though and can struggle at times with his puck distribution. He 
projects as a full-time second- or third pair defenseman depending on 
how much the offense translates to higher levels. 

30. Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Apr. 29, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 153 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Eeli Tolvanen 

Background: Firkus has scored at a strong rate in the WHL over the past 
two seasons, being a big part of Moose Jaw’s offense. He’s trended up 
significantly after being the 82nd pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
named player of the game for the CHL Top Prospects Game. 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He shows 
great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his stickhandling. He can 
make tough passes at a high rate through seams and under pressure. He 
is a shot-and-pass threat which makes him a major asset on a power 
play and often scores from range with a release that will beat NHL 
goalies. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing good enough skating and 
compete to win battles but he’s not going to beat NHL defenders wide. 
The scoring ability is significant enough that I think he can be a middle-
six winger. 

31. Isaac Howard, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Dahlen 

Background: Howard has been a highly productive forward for the U.S. 
NTDP over his two seasons. He was called up to the U18 team as a 16-
year-old where he played a significant role at the U18 World 
Championship with four points in five games. He was a top scorer in the 
tournament overall at this year’s U18s. He also scored seven goals in 
four games at the Youth Olympics. He’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

32. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad (SLOVAKIA) 

Jan. 3, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 167 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 1, 2022 

 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alexander Barabanov 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia for the last two 
seasons. He was a top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. 
He made Slovakia’s world junior team in a scoring role and also played 
well in games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve out a 
career as a top-nine winger though. 

Projected to play NHL games 

33. Jani Nyman, RW, Koovee (FINLAND-2) 

Jul. 30, 2004 | 6′ 2.75″ | 212 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Nyman played in Finland’s second division pro league 
where he scored at a high rate for one of the weaker teams. Nyman was 
a productive player for Finland’s U18 team and played in a tournament 
for their U20 team in August. 

Analysis: Nyman is a talented winger who is dangerous inside the 
offensive zone. He possesses good puck skills, can make plays and has 
a big shot that is a threat from range, which is his main weapon. Nyman’s 
footspeed is just OK so he probably won’t be a driver at higher levels of 
controlled entries. You’d like to see him be more consistently impactful 
given his size and skill. I think Nyman will be an NHL player, with the 
talent to play in the middle of a lineup if he hits. 

34. Danil Zhilkin, C, Guelph (OHL) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Zhilkin was an important part of a good Guelph team this 
season, playing big minutes and on both special teams. Zhilkin is of 
Russian descent and born in Russia but has always represented Canada 
internationally. He played for Canada at the U18 worlds in 2021 where 
they won gold. He also scored four goals and six points in five games at 
the World U17 Challenge. 

Analysis: Zhilkin is a very skilled center. On his best shifts when you see 
a 6-foot-1 pivot who can dangle and create chances with pace like he 
can, it gets you excited about his projection. Zhilkin is a pass-and-shot 
threat who can run a power play well. His skating is solid, not explosive 
but good enough. His game can lack pace, though, which is his main 
issue. He competes well enough off the puck but it’s not his strength and 
he can drift to the perimeter. I see him as a potential bottom-six forward 
in the NHL who has the tool kit to play in a middle six. 

35. Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Bystedt has been a solid junior player over the last two 
years and got a significant number of SHL games this season for 
Linkoping. He was an important part of Sweden’s U18 team and had 
seven points in five Hlinka Gretzky games. 

Analysis: Bystedt has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-3 center who can 
skate well and has some offense. There are times you watch him and get 
really excited about his pro potential when he’s skating pucks up with 
speed and creating chances. I don’t think his puck play is overly 
impressive, but he shows enough sense to find lanes to make plays and 
be a secondary contributor to an NHL line. I think he’s going to play. I 
don’t view Bystedt as this great defensive player nor is he a big scorer, 
but with his tools someone will find a place for him in a bottom six, and 
he has the potential to play higher if his development goes well. 

36. Cameron Lund, C, Green Bay (USHL) 

Jun. 7, 2004 | 6′ 1.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lund was an important player for Green Bay in the USHL. 
He didn’t have a great statistical season but played a big role in their 
offense. He scored four goals in four Hlinka Gretzky games although 
USA didn’t qualify for the medal round. 

Analysis: Lund has a clear NHL tool kit. He’s a 6-foot-2 forward who can 
skate, and has legit offensive touch. He can make skilled plays at full 
speed and be a real threat on zone entries. Lund shows some power-
play creativity as a playmaker and has a good wrist shot from range. On 
his best shift, he can be dynamic, but his best shifts are infrequent. He 
can also drift to the perimeter too much to generate his offense. I think he 
plays in the NHL and has the potential to be a good NHL player but he 
has to be more consistent to do so. 

37. Tristan Luneau, D, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jan. 12, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 188 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 
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Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Luneau quarterbacked Gatineau’s power play this season 
and scored at a strong rate for a 17-year-old defenseman. He scored half 
a point per game as a 16-year-old and was named defensive rookie of 
the year in the QMJHL. He was a first pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Luneau’s strengths come with the puck on his stick. He’s a very 
smart puck-moving defenseman with a solid skill level. He has the vision 
and poise to make great outlets and find seams in the offensive zone. 
Luneau shows the stick skills to put pucks through legs on occasion. He 
lacks speed to rush pucks but his stick and brain let him transition well. 
He also has a hard point shot allowing him to be dangerous on the power 
play. His skating leads to some defensive issues and he may need to be 
a guy in the NHL who doesn’t take tough matchups. I think he will play in 
the NHL but he may need to be used in a specific way. 

38. Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle (WHL) 

Sep. 21, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 213 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Schaefer was an important player for Seattle playing on 
both special teams and scoring a lot of goals for the T-Birds. He was an 
eighth-round pick in his WHL bantam draft who has developed quite well 
since then. 

Analysis: Schaefer’s NHL appeal is due to being a 6-foot-3 winger with 
very good puck skills and a scoring touch. He’s able to use his size and 
hands to create offense around the net, while also having an excellent 
wrist shot to score from range. He has value away from the work, with a 
strong work rate, good physicality and can PK. I don’t see Schaefer 
driving a line as a pro due his so-so speed and hockey sense, but the 
tools are good enough to carve out a bottom-six role with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

39. Viktor Neuchev, LW, Yekaterinburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Oct. 25, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Neuchev was a strong junior player in Russia the last two 
years, being a leading player on Avto who were a middle-of-the-pack 
team in the lesser of the two MHL conferences. 

Analysis: Neuchev doesn’t have the stats and accolades of top 
prospects, but when you watch him it’s easy to see the NHL potential. 
He’s 6-foot-2, he has great hands, and shows great offensive creativity 
as a handler and passer. Neuchev often showed high-end ability to 
improvise with the puck and create chances from nothing. He can make 
some plays but his shot is his real offensive threat as he often scored 
from the circles. His drawbacks are subpar footspeed and not being great 
off the puck, with a decent amount of perimeter play. Despite those 

issues, he’s so talented offensively that I have to imagine there is a spot 
on an NHL team for him even if not in a prominent role. 

40. Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Mar. 11, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 163 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Ostlund has been a highly productive junior player in 
Sweden for the last two seasons. He got time in the SHL with Djurgarden 
in limited minutes. He was a top forward for Sweden’s U18 team this 
season and played for their U18 team as an underager as well. 

Analysis: Ostlund possesses impressive speed and skill. He’s able to be 
an asset in transition due to his ability to create controlled entries and 
make defenders miss. He has a pass-first mentality but can make difficult 
plays at a high rate. Ostlund has the poise to run a power-play unit and 
find seams but he’s not much of a shot threat. Ostlund isn’t the biggest, 
but he works hard enough and has shown as a junior he can be reliable 
defensively. He looks like a bottom-six center in the NHL. 

41. Mats Lindgren, D, Kamloops (WHL) 

Aug. 26, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Lindgren was a top player for a top WHL team this season, 
playing a lot of minutes including on Kamloops’ PP1. He was invited to 
Canada’s U18 camp and was the seventh pick in his WHL bantam draft. 

Analysis: You’re drafting Lindgren for his offense. He’s a constant threat 
with the puck on his stick due to his offensive skill and especially his IQ. 
He makes a ton of clever plays with the puck on outlets and inside the 
offensive zone. He has good enough speed to go with his skill that 
Lindgren can also be a threat off the rush. His defending won’t be his 
calling card as a pro, but he skates and competes well enough to be 
competent to play a regular shift in the NHL. 

42. Miguel Tourigny, D, Acadie-Bathurst (QMJHL) 

Feb. 9, 2002 | 5′ 8.0″ | 168 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Tourigny was one of the top defensemen in the CHL and 
scored both goals and points at a very high rate for a defenseman, even 
accounting for the fact he’s a 19-year-old. He was also invited to 
Canada’s U20 camp in the summer. 
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Analysis: Tourigny is a dynamic player. His skating pops, with the top-
end speed to beat checkers wide and lead a rush in transition. He’s an 
elusive skater with good edgework and is very hard to check on 
retrievals, despite his diminutive frame. He’s a very smart puck-mover 
who can make tough, skilled plays with pace and from a standstill, 
showing ability to hit seams from the offensive blue line. Tourigny is a 
great passer but also had a great shot as evidenced by his goal totals the 
last two seasons. The one obvious drawback is his frame, he’s a tiny 
defenseman by NHL standards at 5-foot-8. He competes well and 
defends well enough in junior but whether he can take a regular NHL 
shift is the question. He’s so talented, and the skating is so good I think 
he has a very good chance to play games and help an organization, but I 
can’t just yet stamp him as a guy who is going to have a legitimate NHL 
career. 

43. Maveric Lamoureux, D, Drummondville (QMJHL) 

Jan. 13, 2004 | 6′ 6.75″ | 197 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Lamoureux played a large role for Drummondville, often 
logging big minutes and was a regular on their second PP unit. He was 
the 12th pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Lamoureux is a huge right-shot defenseman who plays hard. 
With his massive frame, he can make a lot of stops with his reach, 
mobility and physicality. Defensively he projects to have a lot of value as 
a pro. His skating isn’t explosive but for such a large man he moves quite 
well. Offense is the question in his game. Lamoureux shows flashes of 
good hands and vision as a puck-mover and an occasional hard point 
shot, but that aspect of his game is inconsistent. As of now, I project him 
as a full-time third-pair defenseman but I wouldn’t be shocked if he 
became a top-four guy. 

44. Julian Lutz, LW, Munchen (GERMANY) 

Feb. 29, 2004 | 6′ 1.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lutz missed most of the season after suffering a fatigue 
fracture of his lumbar spine but got some DEL games in late in the 
season. He scored four points in four games at the U18 Worlds. 

Analysis: Lutz’s talent stands out when you watch him. He’s 6-foot-2, he 
has very good puck skills and he can skate well. On a given rush he has 
the ability to break a play open due to his speed, hands and strong shot. 
He feels like he should be a top prospect, but I’ve often found myself 
wanting more when watching him play. I don’t see him make that many 
tough plays to his teammates and doesn’t impact the game for stretches. 
Lutz has NHL tools though and I can see him being a bottom-six winger. 

45. Arseni Koromyslov, D, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Nov. 3, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Koromyslov didn’t put up big numbers this season in the 
Russian junior league but he was a top player for one of the best MHL 
teams. He also made appearances in the KHL, for Russia’s U20 team 
including making the world juniors club, and for Russia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Koromyslov is a big left-shot defenseman who is a strong 
skater. Due to his reach and mobility, he kills a lot of rushes. He’s a 
smart defender who anticipates plays well and uses his skating to jump 
up and pressure opponents. He also doesn’t shy away from physical play 
with his big frame. With the puck, Koromyslov won’t dazzle. He has good 
flashes of stickhandling and passing but it’s not consistent. I think there’s 
just enough offense to be a third-pair defenseman given his physical 
tools. 

46. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern (H-EAST) 

Nov. 2, 2003 | 5′ 11.5″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Hughes played a significant role on Northeastern as a draft-
eligible freshman. He was a top forward for the 2003 U.S. NTDP age 
group coming up, including being one of their top forwards at the World 
U17 Challenge. He’s the son of Canadiens GM Kent Hughes. 

Analysis: Hughes is one of the more skilled and creative players in the 
draft. He has high-end puck skills and ability to improvise with the puck to 
create chances for himself and his teammates. He’s able to score goals 
but he’s a pass-first type player. Hughes lacks ideal speed for the NHL 
and the pace of higher levels will be his main test. He competes well 
enough. He won’t run guys over but he’s responsible off the puck and 
doesn’t shy from physical play. Hughes projects as a bottom-six forward. 

47. Bryce Mcconnell-Barker, C, Sault Ste. Marie (OHL) 

Jun. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: McConnell-Barker was a notable player for the Soo this 
season and was a regular on the power play. His point totals don’t stand 
out but they had a deep offensive team and he was often on the second 
power-play unit. Last summer, he was invited to Canada’s U18 camp and 
was the fourth pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: McConnell-Barker is a talented offensive player. He shows 
strong puck skills and overall creativity as a playmaker. He can pick 
corners and find seams off the half-wall and create off the rush with his 
skill and vision. He lacks speed for the NHL, but he works hard enough 
off the puck and will earn the trust of coaches. He projects as a full-time 
bottom-six forward whether at center or the wing. 

48. Seamus Casey, D, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 8, 2004 | 5′ 9.25″ | 162 pounds | Shoots right 
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Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Casey was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, lining up on both special team units consistently. He is a rare 
NHL prospect to come out of the Miami, Florida area and play youth 
hockey for the Florida Alliance program. He’s committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: Casey has NHL-caliber skating and skill. His ability to skate 
pucks out of trouble and up the ice is quite noticeable. He has good 
hands to maneuver in tight areas and make skilled rushes. On the power 
play, he displays good poise and vision to make plays and can make 
strong outlets too. I wouldn’t call him truly dynamic with the puck though, 
which leaves some scouts wondering, as a small defenseman, what his 
NHL role will be. He defends well enough in junior due to his skating, but 
for a 5-foot-10 defenseman his defending will be the question as he 
advances levels. I project him as a full-time third pair defenseman. . 

49. Mattias Havelid, D, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Havelid has been a very good junior defenseman and got a 
good chunk of SHL games this season. He was MVP of the J20 playoffs 
in Sweden. Havelid has been an important part of Sweden’s U18 team 
over the last two seasons, including scoring nine points in five Hlinka 
Gretzky games and 12 points in six games at the U18 championship. 
He’s the twin brother of fellow draft eligible Hugo Havelid. 

Analysis: Havelid is a talented offensive player from the back end. He 
has the skating ability to jump into attacks and activate off the blue line to 
create offense with his skill. Havelid can find seams and create with his 
playmaking consistently. He also has a hard point shot and scored a lot 
of goals this season. The major drawback on Havelid is his frame. Not 
many 5-foot-9 defensemen play in the NHL. He defends well and has 
been great at retrievals in junior but whether he will versus men is the 
debate. Due to how well he skates I think he will make it and play games. 

50. Sam Rinzel, D, Chaska (HIGH-MN) 

Jun. 25, 2004 | 6′ 4.25″ | 177 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Rinzel played most of the season for Chaska in Minnesota 
high school. He was arguably even better in his limited time playing in the 
USHL for Waterloo and was also solid for USA at the Hlinka Gretzky. 
He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Scouts are excited about Rinzel due to his tool kit. He’s 6-foot-
4, skates quite well for a man his size, and has offensive skill. He’s quite 
dangerous in transition due to his reach and speed and is able to create 

offense off the rush. He’s not a true playmaker but shows some flashes 
in that regard. Defensively he’s solid due to his physical assets although 
he’s not overly physical. I’d like him to be a more consistent overall 
player, but he has so many assets that I think he’ll find a way to carve out 
an NHL career. 

51. Gleb Trikozov, LW, Omsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Aug. 12, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Trikozov was an important part of a good Russian junior 
team this season and overall has been quite productive in his junior 
career in Russia. With Russia’s U18 team, his play was more up and 
down with good numbers but being benched during important games at 
times. 

Analysis: Trikozov is a talented winger. He displays great individual skills 
and creativity with the puck to often beat opponents one-on-one. He can 
create for himself with his skill while also showing great vision and 
instincts as a playmaker to find seams. Trikozov’s vision and shot make 
him a threat from the perimeter and an asset on the power play. His 
skating is just OK and his game in general can lack pace. I waver on his 
compete. I’ve seen games he takes nights off and other games he’s 
engaged and works hard on both sides of the puck. Trikozov projects as 
a full-time bottom-six winger. 

52. Kasper Kulonummi, D, Jokerit Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 1, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Kulonummi was a productive junior defenseman in 
Finland’s U20 league but stood out more internationally being a leading 
player for Finland’s U18 team throughout the season. He also 
represented Finland’s U18 team as a 16-year-old at the World 
Championship. 

Analysis: Kulonummi is a talented puck-moving defenseman. He has the 
skating, skill and poise to make a lot of plays off the rush and from the 
offensive blue line. His skating allows him to carry the puck in transition 
and elude pressure well. Kulonummi defends well enough due to his feet 
and average size. While as a junior he’s been a true top power-play 
option, he may never be truly dynamic offensively, so being trusted in his 
own end will be important for the NHL. Kulonummi projects as a full-time 
third-pair defenseman who can provide value at both ends of the rink. 

53. Elias Salomonsson, D, Skelleftea Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Aug. 31, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 
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Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Salomonsson was a productive junior player in Sweden 
even if his numbers weren’t as gaudy as expected after his big 16-year-
old season where he was a point per game. Salomonsson was a top-four 
defenseman for Sweden’s U18 team, and played for their U18 team as 
an underage as well. 

Analysis: Salomonsson is a talented defenseman. He’s a strong skater 
who is able to skate pucks up ice and close on checks effectively with his 
feet and body. He’s not tremendous offensively, but he shows good 
instances of poise as a passer from both ends. His shot/one-timer is a 
weapon and will be able to beat NHL goalies from the point. He also 
shows some individual creativity off the rush and from the offensive blue 
line. I wouldn’t call his play with the puck consistent though and often I’ve 
found his game to be vanilla offensively. His defending is good enough to 
go with the skating and puck-moving to be a third pair defenseman. 

54. Tomas Hamara, D, Tappara Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 9, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Hamara played up in Liiga on a top team and showed he 
could hold his own playing at Finland’s top level. He has been a very 
good junior player the last two years in Finland as well. He played games 
for Czechia’s U20 team but didn’t make the world juniors team. He was a 
top-three player for their U18 team at the U18 worlds. 

Analysis: Hamara is a solid all-around defenseman. His skating allows 
him to make a fair amount of stops by closing gaps well. Combined with 
his good IQ he breaks up a lot of plays. He can skate pucks up ice well 
too. He’s not a dynamo offensively, but he makes quality passes and has 
a hard point shot. As a 6-foot defenseman who doesn’t excel at either 
end it’s unclear what his NHL role would be, but he has a good enough 
tool kit to be a third-pair defenseman. 

55. Simon Forsmark, D, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Oct. 17, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 191 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Forsmark played a regular shift in the SHL for Orebro after 
being a quality junior defenseman over the last two years. Forsmark was 
a notable part of Sweden’s U18 team in the 2020-21 season and played 
well for Sweden in a U19 tournament in April. 

Analysis: Forsmark is a solid two-way defenseman who doesn’t offer a 
ton of flash. He makes good decisions with the puck at both ends, using 
his brain and size to make stops. I don’t think his skating is a strength, 
but I’ve seen worse feet and have seen him get past checks and escape 
pressure well enough. There are flashes of skill and legit offense with 
him, but it’s not consistent. There’s enough to his tool kit to potentially be 
a third-pair defender. 

56. Cruz Lucius, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Apr. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lucius missed most of his draft season due a wrist injury 
after entering the season as a top-six forward for the U.S. NTDP. He 
played lower in the lineup upon his return. He is the brother of Winnipeg 
Jets first-round pick Chaz Lucius. 

Analysis: Lucius is a very skilled and creative forward. He shows the 
offensive mind to improvise well with the puck and create chances with 
his stickhandling. He’s a strong passer who looks to make plays and can 
do so under pressure. He can also score from the dots. He’s not a 
bruiser or a great defensive player, but Lucius doesn’t shy from the 
middle of the ice. His skating is just OK, and won’t be a guy who 
seperates in the NHL. His skill and scoring ability will get him games but I 
don’t see him as a long career type due to lacking a well-rounded game. 

57. Rieger Lorenz, LW, Okotoks (AJHL) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 184 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lorenz was a top scoring forward in the AJHL this season. 
He also represented Canada at the U18’s. He is committed to the 
University of Denver. 

Analysis: Lorenz is a big winger with a high skill level. He has loose, 
quick hands that can manipilate the puck easily. Those hands are evident 
in how he stickhandles and his release, as he is a threat to score from 
range with his wrist shot. Lorenz isn’t the most cerebreal player though 
and can lean on his shot too much. He skates fine and shows good 
flashes of quickness but doesn’t often pull away from checks. He projects 
as a bottom-six winger. 

58. Alexander Perevalov, LW, Yaroslavl 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 16, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Perevalov was an important forward for one of the top 
Russian junior teams. At points during the season he was among the 
leading scorers in the top Russian junior league although his scoring 
slowed down considerably in the second half of the season. He also a 
solid player for Russia’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Perevalov can make a lot of good things happen with the puck. 
He has excellent stick skills, showing consistent ability to beat checks 
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one-on-one and create inside the offensive zone with his stickhandling. 
He can make plays into seams and off the rush and when combined with 
a hard shot makes him a threat on the power play. Perevalov competes 
well enough. He can PK a little, he doesn’t shy from engaging and is hard 
on pucks. His feet are his major issue as he can struggle to pull away 
from opponents and beat guys wide. He projects as a bottom six winger. 

59. Topias Leinonen, G, Jyp Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Jan. 25, 2004 | 6′ 4.25″ | 214 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Leinonen was a good but not spectular junior goalie in 
Finland this season. He was the go-to goalie for Finland’s U18 team but 
was often injured or unavailable around major tournaments outside the 
U18 worlds where he wasn’t that good. 

Analysis: Leinonen has a clear NHL tool kit. He measures in at-or-above 
6-foot-4, and he’s an athletic goalie who can move well in the crease. 
Leionen has the ability to make very tough saves and ones that will 
translate to the NHL. I think he sees the game well and makes good 
reads, but his consistency is an issue. He lets in too many soft goals and 
has ocassional stretches of bad decision making. He looks like a starter 
but projects more as a backup for those reasons. 

60. Tyler Brennan, G, Prince George (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2003 | 6′ 3.75″ | 184 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Background: Brennan’s performance was up and down this season. He 
represented Canada at the U18 World Championship in 2021 as their 
No. 3 goalie. He was the 21st pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Brennan is a goalie with great size, sense and overall poise in 
the net. He can make tough saves look easy due to how well he reads 
the play, is efficient with his movements and takes away angles with his 
frame. He moves well enough, but lacks the explosive pushoffs with his 
lower body to make the highlight lateral saves, which will be a concern 
versus better players. Brennan is very good at saving the high-
percentage shots, but gives up too many goals from range that he’ll need 
to cut down on. He projects as a backup goalie in the NHL. 

61. David Goyette, C, Sudbury (OHL) 

Mar. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Goyette was a leading player for Sudbury, playing a lot of 
minutes for one of the weaker teams in the OHL this season. He was 
invited to Canada’s U18 team and was the 11th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Goyette is a talented forward. He has strong speed and puck 
skills, showing the ability to transition pucks like a pro. Goyette displays 
good creativity off the rush and can make tough plays with pace. His 
work ethic is up and down for me. Some days I find him too perimeter 
and on others I see him engaged in battles and being a factor on the ice 
consistently. I think he’ll play games but he’ll need to be more consistent 
to become a reliable top-nine forward. 

62. Adam Sykora, LW, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Sep. 7, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Sykora played well versus men and in international play this 
season. He got a regular shift on a top club team in Slovakia’s pro 
league. He also represented Slovakia at the U18, U20 and senior team 
levels. 

Analysis: Sykora has good puck skills, vision, a high compete level and 
has shown at an early age he can be a versatile player versus pros. 
Sykora is 5-foot-10 though, and while he has decent skating ability and 
some offense, the question is whether that tool kit has enough to it for 
him to be a full-time NHL player. He is one of the youngest players in the 
draft class, so there is room for projection and I could see him getting 
some games. 

63. Fraser Minten, C, Kamloops (WHL) 

Jul. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Minten quickly turned into an important player for a good 
WHL team after being a fourht-round bantam pick. He played on both 
special teams frequently for Kamloops this season. 

Analysis: Minten can make things happen with the puck. He has a good 
enough stick, he can move pucks into seams and make plays under 
pressure. He also has a very good wrist shot and can score from the 
circles. Minten’s skating is OK. He lacks quick burst but with his size, 
he’s able to get around guys enough. He competes well enough but can 
draft too much to the perimeter, though. I think he plays games but he’ll 
need to add dimensions to carve out a regular NHL role. 

64. Dylan James, LW, Sioux City (USHL) 

Oct. 12, 2003 | 6′ 0.25″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: James was an important player for one of the better USHL 
teams this season after being a productive AJHL player. James is 
committed to North Dakota. 

Analysis: James is a very intelligent and skilled forward. He shows strong 
stickhandling ability to beat opponents one-on-one. He can make quick 
plays and is creative as a passer. James isn’t imposing physically or a 
burner with his skating, but he works. James doesn’t shy from physical 
play, can PK and can create around the net. Ideally for the NHL he gets 
another step in his skating to carve out a legitimate role but I can see him 
getting some games. 
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Has a chance to play games 

65. Kirill Dolzhenkov, RW, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 20, 2004 | 6′ 6.0″ | 234 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Dolzhenkov was an important player for a top junior team in 
Russia as a rookie in the league and also played well for Russia’s U18 
team. 

Analysis: It’s easy to spot Dolzhenkov on the ice as a 6-foot-6 forward 
with skill. He can put pucks through legs and sticks at a high rate and 
create around the net. I wouldn’t call him a dynamic playmaker but I’ve 
seen him make tough plays that show strong hockey sense. He’s not 
afraid to use his size to win battles and can PK. Dolzhenkov’s major flaw 
is his skating. He has a heavy stride that will be an issue as he advances 
levels and is the main reason I can’t yet tab him as an NHL player. 

66. Matyas Sapovaliv, C, Saginaw (OHL) 

Feb. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.75″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Sapovaliv played a signficant role for Saginaw, logging a lot 
of minutes in all situations. He was also a top player for the Czechia U18 
team. Sapovaliv also was on the U18 team the previous season in a 
limited role at the world championship. 

Analysis: Sapovaliv’s skill stands out when you watch him. He’s a big 
man with soft hands who can make a lot of tough plays in small areas to 
create offense. He can make a lot of creative passes under pressure and 
from the perimeter. Sapovaliv can score goals but he is a pass-first type 
of player. He has a big frame, is strong on pucks and can play 
responsible defense as a center. His main drawback is his skating. i’ve 
seen worse feet on a big guy, and he shows flashes where he can pull 
away from guys, but overall lacks quickness you want for the top level. 
Given he’s not great offensively to go with the feet I can’t stamp him yet 
as an NHL’er, although I see the potential to become a legit top nine 
forward. 

67. Devin Kaplan, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 10, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 199 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kaplan has been a productive player with the U.S. NTDP 
over the last two seasons, often being a top-nine winger and playing on 
both special teams although his power-play time wasn’t consistent. He’s 
committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: There’s no denying Kaplan has NHL talent. He’s 6-foot-2, has 
very good puck skills and on his best shift looks like a winger who can 

create offense through his skill and playmaking. He’s able to use his size 
to create around the net and competes hard enough off the puck. His feet 
are heavy which is a concern but overall there are a lot of tools to like. 
Despite that Kaplan was very inconsistent this season, showing glimpses 
of his talent but having stretches where he didn’t generate much. It’s why 
it’s hard to stamp him as a NHL player, but if he finds a way to put it all 
together I see a player who has a chance to be a top-nine winger. 

68. Daniil Ivanov, D, Spartak 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Sep. 26, 2003 | 6′ 4.0″ | 209 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ivanov was the top defenseman for an average MHL team 
in Spartak this season, playing on both special teams. He also got 
several games versus men in limited minutes in Russia’s second-tier pro 
league. 

Analysis: Ivanov is a tall defenseman who skates well for a big man. He 
isn’t a blazer but he can pull away from pressure with his feet and reach. 
He competes well enough off the puck and can make stops. Offensively, 
he can make the ocassional tough play through a seam or in transition 
and has a hard point shot. Whether he stands out enough at either end of 
the ice is a question I have regarding his NHL role, but there are a lot of 
tools to work with for an NHL organization. 

69. Jack Sparkes, D, St. Michaels (OJHL) 

Oct. 20, 2003 | 6′ 7.75″ | 227 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Poor 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Sparkes played top-four minutes for his OJHL club, lining 
up on both special teams. He’s committed to Michigan State University. 

Analysis: Sparkes’ athletic tool kit is very appealing. He’s a 6-foot-8 
defenseman who is quite mobile for his frame. He’s not a blazer but 
when you see him come up the ice you can easily envision that tool kit in 
the NHL. Sparkes uses his body, has a big slap shot and has flashes of 
puck skills, making him a highly appealing pro prospect for several 
reasons. His offensive game is a long ways away though, showing little 
poise or puck-moving ability. He will be a three-to-four year guy in 
college, but if he hits, he could be a player. 

70. Ryan Greene, C, Green Bay (USHL) 

Oct. 21, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 
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Background: Greene was an all-situations player for Green Bay this 
season and has been a productive USHL player over the last two years. 
He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Greene displays slick puck skills, often being able to put pucks 
between sticks and legs. He shows good imagination as a handler and 
passer. He can hit seams at a strong rate and has some power-play 
ability due to his vision and shot. Greene competes well enough. He can 
play the middle competently, can PK and wins battles. His skating is the 
one area of concern. Greene lacks the ability to seperate, which will 
challenge him as he advances levels. I don’t see a clear NHL role for him 
with average size, speed and compete but he’s good enough to have a 
real shot to make it. 

71. Topi Ronni, C, Tappara Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Ronni has been a good junior player the last few years in 
Finland and was quite productive versus men when he got called up this 
season. He was also a top player for Finland’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Ronni is a 6-foot-2 center with offensive ability. He has very 
good stick skills and vision, allowing him to create a lot of chances inside 
the offensive zone and be able to run a power play at the junior level. 
He’s not electric with the puck so I don’t think in the pros he’ll be a 
primary play driver but he’ll be able to score at higher levels. His compete 
is good enough. Ronni won’t run guys over but he uses his size to win 
battles and be reliable defensively. His skating will be the one area that 
will hold him back versus better players and why I can’t yet stamp him as 
an NHLer despite the rest of the tool kit looking strong enough. 

72. Calle Odelius, D, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

May. 30, 2004 | 5′ 11.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Odelius was the top defenseman for a good Swedish junior 
team and was an important part of Sweden’s U18 team. He also got 
some SHL games with Djurgarden. 

Analysis: Odelius’ skating pops out to you when you watch him. He has a 
powerful, fluid stride that can explode up the ice and the strong edge 
work to escape pressure. I wouldn’t call his puck play as exceptional as 
his feet, but he shows good instances of puck skill and can make plays in 
the O-zone to create chances. He’s talented, and the skating excites 
scouts, but as a 5-foot-11 defenseman who is average defensively and 
isn’t dynamic offensively, I’m not sure where he fits on an NHL team. 

73. Ty Nelson, D, North Bay (OHL) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 196 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Nelson played a big role on a good North Bay team this 
season, being a top U18 defenseman in the OHL. He was the first overall 
pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Nelson brings a lot of pace to his shifts. He’s an excellent 
skater who can generate a lot of controlled exits and entries due to his 
skating. He has good enough skill to carry and create offense, and 
displays good poise as a passer. Nelson’s biggest issue is his frame as 
he barely measures at 5-foot-10, but he’s a highly competitive player who 
can land surprising hits for his size. He has a chance but given he’s not 
that dynamic offensively and undersized he’s not a sure thing to make it. 

74. Adam Ingram, C, Youngstown (USHL) 

Oct. 14, 2003 | 6′ 2.25″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ingram was a top scorer for his USHL team. He was off to a 
hot start, being among the league leaders in points/game through the first 
half before he cooled off considerably in the second half. He’s committed 
to St. Cloud State University. 

Analysis: Ingram’s abilities with the puck stand out. He’s a highly-skilled 
forward who can beat defenders easily with his stickhandling due to his 
hands and reach. He’s a heady offensive player who can find seams and 
pull up off rushes to hit teammates with tough passes. Ingram is a pass-
and-shot threat inside the offensive zone and can score from distance. 
He’s lined up at center and wing this season but projects more as a 
winger as a pro. That’s more due to his so-so footspeed and not being 
amazing off the puck with a tendency to drift to the perimeter. Those 
issues could hamper his transition to the pro game and it’s why despite 
seeing a lot of potential I can’t say for sure he plays games. 

75. Artem Duda, D, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Duda was a top defenseman for one of the best junior 
teams in Russia, playing all situations for CSKA’s MHL team. He was 
also a good player for Russia’s U18 team but his international play wasn’t 
as strong as his club play. 

Analysis: Duda is a skilled defenseman. He shows very good cretaivity 
as a puckhandler on his rushes and play from the offensive blue line. He 
can make opponents miss and also sets up teammates well. I would say 
his hands pop more than his playmaking. Duda also has a hard point 
shot, giving him various weapons on the power play. Duda’s main 
limitation is his skating. He lacks NHL mobility and doesn’t have much 
pace in his game. As a 6-foot-1 defender who is good but not dynamic 
offensively with OK feet, it’s hard to see what his NHL role would be, but 
he has a lot of talent to give him a chance to play. 

76. Ben MacDonald, C, Noble & Greenough (HIGH-MA) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 1, 2022 

 

Feb. 24, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: MacDonald is committed to Harvard. 

Analysis: MacDonald is a forward with an intriguing talent level. He’s a 
skilled player who can make plays and do so with pace. He’s not a 
burner but can create through the neutral zone with speed. He also 
shows the ability to slow the game down and create off the perimeter with 
his vision. MacDonald’s compete is fine, but I find his game inconsistent 
at times. The talent level gives him a chance but whether he can find an 
actual NHL role is to be determined based on how he does at higher 
levels. 

77. Jace Weir, D, Red Deer (WHL) 

May. 21, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Weir was an all-situations player for Red Deer this season. 
He was a second-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Weir is an intriguing athlete as a 6-foot-2 defenseman who can 
skate well. He can use his feet to help his game at both ends of the rink. 
Offenisvely he doesn’t pop, but he shows strong hockey sense as a 
passer, and can flash the ability to make tough plays through seams. 
There’s an NHL tool kit, but I don’t think he excels yet at either end of the 
rink to have a clear role. 

78. Quinn Finley, LW, Madison (USHL) 

Aug. 8, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 168 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Finley was a solid player for Madison but probably didn’t 
have the production expected after being the first pick in his USHL phase 
1 draft. He scored three points in four games for USA at the Hlinka 
Gretzky. He’s committed to Wisconsin. 

Analysis: Finley is an interesting prospect as he possesses legit speed 
and skill that could translate to higher levels and is one of the younger 
prospects in this class. Off the rush he shows he can be a threat and can 
beat defenders with speed. His offensive ability doesn’t wow you, but he 
can make plays and projects to score versus better players. Given he’s 
not amazing off the puck either, it’s hard to see where he fits on an NHL 
roster. The talent gives him a chance though. 

79. Josh Filmon, LW, Swift Current (WHL) 

Mar. 18, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Filmon is a player whose stock has risen considerably after 
being a fourth-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was part of 
Canada’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Filmon’s athletic tool kit is the main draw. He’s 6-foot-2, he 
skates quite well, and has room to fill out in his frame too. He can carry 
pucks through the neutral zone to create controlled entries. He has some 
offense, with good flashes of individual skill and creating for his 
teammates, but I wouldn’t consider him a true driver of offense. He’s 
good but not great offensively or defensively so he may be a tweener 
between the NHL and AHL, but his size and speed will give him a chance 
to make it. 

80. Aleksanteri Kaskimaki, C, Hifk Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Feb. 6, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kaskimaki was a good junior player this season, being a top 
player for a top team in Finland’s top U20 league. He was also an 
important player for Finland’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Kaskimaki is a skilled, playmaking center. He shows very good 
puck skills in tight areas and he can make defenders miss and create 
offense. Kaskimaki competes well, showing no fear to get to the net, can 
PK and wins a decent chunk of battles. He can also play on the perimeter 
and make a lot of plays through seams. His one drawback is his average 
footspeed especially given he also has an average frame. He has a 
chance to play in the NHL if his skating improves. 

81. Noah Warren, D, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jul. 15, 2004 | 6′ 5.0″ | 216 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Warren was a top-four defenseman for Gatineau, scoring at 
a fair rate despite little power-play time. He was the eighth pick in his 
QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Warren’s physical tool kit is what draws him to scouts. He’s 
about 6-foot-5, and skates quite well for a man his size. When he’s 
bringing pucks up in transition or closing gaps efficiently on checks with 
his body he can look like a pro defenseman and someone who will make 
a lot of stops versus men. The question on Warren for higher levels will 
be his offense and whether he can move the puck. He shows good 
flashes of skill and being able to make plays on the move, but it’s a very 
inconsistent aspect of his game. If he can make a reliable, consistent first 
pass he’ll play all day in the NHL but that’s what he needs to prove. 

82. Gavin Hayes, LW, Flint (OHL) 

May. 14, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 177 pounds | Shoots right 
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Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Hayes was a fine player for Flint playing a secondary role 
on a good OHL team. He was also a top forward for USA’s Hlinka 
Gretzky team in the summer. He was the 16th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Hayes is an intriguing prospect because he’s a 6-foot-2 forward 
with legit skill. He shows great ability to beat defenders with his 
stickhandling and overall is a very creative offensive player. I’ve often 
found myself watching him, though. I don’t see much pace or speed in 
his game and he can be too perimeter as well. His skill and size gives 
him a chance if he can round out his game. 

83. Christian Kyrou, D, Erie (OHL) 

Sep. 16, 2003 | 5′ 10.25″ | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kyrou was one of the top scoring defensmen in the OHL 
this season. He is the brother of Blues forward Jordan Kyrou and was the 
84th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Kyrou is a very skilled defenseman with a good point shot. He 
can make plays through opponents routinely and shows great creativity 
as a handler and passer. He is overall a threat on the man advantage. 
He projects to provide offense as a pro, but whether he can provide all-
around value is the question. Unlike his brother Jordan who is an 
explosive skater, Christian’s skating is just fine, but for a 5-foot-10 
defenseman it’s not the kind of mobility you’d like for the NHL. 

84. Paul Ludwinski, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Apr. 23, 2004 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Ludwinski was an important player for a top OHL team, 
often playing on both special teams for Kingston. He was the fifth pick in 
his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Ludwinski isn’t the biggest or flashiest player you’ll ever see, 
but he has a lot of NHL assets. Ludwinski is a strong skater who plays 
with pace and energy. He is hard on pucks, wins battles versus bigger 
players and can make skilled plays on the move. He’s able to create 
around the net, while also showing perimeter playmaking. He has talent 
and the work ethic, but whether the talent level is high enough and the 
scoring consistent enough for a smaller forward is the debate with 
Ludwinski. 

85. Jordan Gustafson, C, Seattle (WHL) 

Jan. 20, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Gustafson was a productive all-situations player for Seattle. 
He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp and was the eighth pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Gustafson is a well-rounded forward. He posseses strong 
speed and puck skills to make him an asset off the rush. He can make 
tough plays to his teammates with pace and works hard, all things that 
will translate to the pro game. I wouldn’t call his play at either end truly 
great, though, so I’m unsure as a 5-foot-11 player what his spot in an 
NHL lineup would be. 

86. Jorian Donovan, D, Hamilton (OHL) 

Apr. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Donovan’s minutes were up and down this season on a 
strong Hamilton team and he didn’t play much of a role towards the end. 
He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer and was the sixth 
pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Donovan’s talent sticks out when you watch him. He has 
decent size, he skates quite well and he has a high skill level. When 
Donovan is coming up the ice with speed and creating off the rush he 
looks like an NHL defenseman. I don’t see offensive impact from him 
consistently, though, and likely due to him not making a ton of plays as a 
distrubutor. Defensively he’s fine due to his feet and reach but he’s not 
overly physical. He has a chance due to his tool kit but will need to find a 
niche at one end of the rink to really excel at to find a NHL job. 

87. Michael Milne, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Sep. 21, 2002 | 5′ 10.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Milne had a very strong 19-year-old season on a top WHL 
team, playing all situations for Winnipeg after going undrafted the 
previous season. 

Analysis: Milne’s a skilled, smart forward who works hard, plays 
fearlessly and can win battles despite his size. He skates fine but isn’t a 
blazer for a smaller guy and while has has offensive talent I wonder if he 
has a dynamic enough skill set to be an NHLer. 

88. Semyon Demidov, LW, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (MHL) 

Sep. 3, 2002 | 5′ 10″ | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Demidov bounced around between five teams this season 
across two KHL organizations, but settled into SKA and was a part of 
their MHL team, winning a title. He also played a notable role on Russia’s 
U20 team at the world juniors. 

Analysis: Demidov is a highly skilled playmaker. He can make crafty 
dekes through legs, and has the vision to hit seams. His skating stride 
looks a little weird and lacks speed but he’s shifty enough to evade 
pressure. Demidov isn’t the biggest guy, but he works hard off the puck 
and can PK and win some battles, earning the trust of coaches. It’s why, 
despite his lack of great physical tools, I think he has a shot to make it. 

89. Jake Livanavage, D, Chicago (USHL) 

May. 6, 2004 | 5′ 9.5″ | 157 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Livinavage played a big role for a top USHL team in 
Chicago this season. He also scored a point per game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky for Team USA. 

Analysis: Livanavage is an excellent skater who projects to be able to 
transition pucks up ice at a pro level with his feet while also being able to 
close on checks well. He’s an undersized defenseman but at the junior 
level Livanavage can defend well due to his high compete level and 
skating ability. As a smaller defender with good but not great offensive 
touch, what exactly his NHL role would be is the big question for 
Livanavage. 

90. Jordan Dumais, RW, Halifax (QMJHL) 

Apr. 15, 2004 | 5′ 8.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Dumais has been a highly productive junior player, as he 
scored over 100 points in the QMJHL this season. He was invited to 
Canada’s U18 camp and was the 18th pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Dumais is a player whose skill and playmaking ability stands 
out. He has slick puckhandling abilities to beat defenders one-on-one 
often. He excels at making plays, whether from the perimeter, 
improvising around the net or under pressure. He has a pass-first 
mentality and isn’t going to be known for his goal scoring but Dumais can 
finish around the net fine. His frame will be an issue in the NHL as will his 
lack of speed, but he has very good quickness and competes well to win 
a surprising amount of battles for his size. It’s hard to see his NHL role 
given his frame and lack of speed, but his skill will give him a real 
chance. 

91. Matthew Seminoff, RW, Kamloops (WHL) 

Dec. 27, 2003 | 5′ 11.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Seminoff has become an important all-situations player for 
a top WHL team over the last two seasons. He’s been a riser after being 
a fifth-round pick in his WHL bantam draft. 

Analysis: Seminoff is a talented winger who can make plays. He’s not the 
most dynamic undersized player you’ll ever see in terms of speed or skill, 
but he plays hard. Seminoff can create off the rush and around the net. 
The overall package may not be enough to have a long career but 
because he works I think he plays some games. 

92. Servac Petrovsky, C, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Aug. 10, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Petrovsky was an all-situations player for Owen Sound. He 
also played for Sloavkia’s U20 team and scored five points in five games 
for Slovakia’s silver medal effort at the Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Petrovsky is a solid all-around forward. He can finish and set up 
plays well. He has decent skating abilty, more quick than fast. He works 
hard, winning puck battles despite his size and can PK. His game isn’t 
overly flashy in terms of speed and skill and it’s hard to see him as a true 
top scorer vs. pros. He has a chance due to various assets. 

93. Michael Buchinger, D, Guelph (OHL) 

Apr. 25, 2004 | 5′ 11.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Buchinger was a top-four defenseman for Guelph, often 
lining up on both special teams. He saw his stock rise into a likely NHL 
draft pick after being a second round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Buchinger is a solid all-around defenseman. His skating isn’t 
explosive, but it’s good enough for him to be a useful pro. He can skate 
pucks out of trouble and can close gaps on checks well. Buchinger 
shows good flashes of skill and offensive playmaking, especially off the 
rush. I don’t think he’s a natural puck-mover, though, who can pick apart 
defenses. Combine average offense with average size and I’m not sure 
where he fits on an NHL team but there’s enough to his game for him to 
have a shot. 

94. Vinzenz Rohrer, C, Ottawa (OHL) 

Sep. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 163 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Rohrer played a big role for the 67’s, lining up on both 
special teams. He was also an important player for Austria’s U20 team. 
He’s one of the youngest players that I rate as a prospect in this class. 

Analysis: Rohrer is a very skilled and intelligent forward. He has the slick 
hands to beat defenders at a high rate. He shows great vision to find 
seams and create off the perimeter. Rohrer isn’t that big and won’t run 
guys over, but he works hard off the puck. His skating, especially for his 
size, could use a few extra steps for the pros but he’s not slow. It’s why 
it’s hard to slot him onto an NHL team as of now, but his skill gives him a 
chance. 

95. Brandon Lisowsky, LW, Saskatoon (WHL) 

Apr. 13, 2004 | 5′ 8.25″ | 171 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lisowsky has been a productive junior player in the WHL 
the last two seasons, scoring a lot of goals for the Blades. He was the 
No. 9 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft, and was invited to Canada’s U18 
camp in the summer. 

Analysis: Lisowsky is a talented forward with very good puck skills, 
offensive creativity and a shot that is a weapon from range. His one-timer 
can regularly beat goalies from the faceoff dots. He is 5-foot-8 without 
much speed, although his edge and first step are strong and he can be 
quite elusive. Lisowsky shows flashes of good compete, but he can play 
too much on the perimeter and isn’t great defensively. His talent level 
gives him a chance to make it but ideally his skating gains a step. 

96. Ilya Kvochko, C, Magnitogorsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Feb. 22, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Kvochko has been a good junior player in Russia the last 
two years, and one of the rare decent center prospects they’ve 
developed in recent years. He was the No. 1 center for their U18 team 
when they won gold at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and played for the U18 
team as an underager as well. 

Analysis: Kvochko is a smart centerman who sees the ice well. He has 
strong one-on-one skills and can make tough plays in small areas. His 
skating is solid. He doesn’t have explosive speed but I’ve seen Kvochko 
pull away from checks and be elusive in open ice. He grinds well enough 
off the puck, but his size is his main issue in his NHL projection, given 
that his overall game isn’t dynamic. 

97. Justin Cote, LW, Drummondville (QMJHL) 

Jul. 11, 2004 | 5′ 6″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Cote was a solid scorer for Drummondville, although his 
numbers weren’t where you’d expect after an underage year where he 
scored 17 goals in 34 QMJHL games. He was a second-round pick in his 
QMJHL Draft, an invite to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer and played 
for Canada at the Youth Olympics several years ago. 

Analysis: Cote brings a lot of speed and skill to shifts. He has a quick-
twitch stride and is able to be very elusivie from checks with his skating. 
He can make skilled plays on the move through defenders and to 
teammates. Cote also has a strong shot and can score from range. 
Despite all these assets, that Cote is 5-foot-6 makes his NHL path 
daunting. He has great speed but due to a lack of wingspan struggles to 
get around defensemen. He can also lot a lot of puck battles and be kept 
to the perimeter. 

98. Adam Engstrom, D, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Nov. 17, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Engstrom played all situations for a top junior team in 
Sweden in Djurgarden this season. 

Analysis: Engstrom has a lot of qualities that make him an interesting 
NHL prospect. He’s a 6-foot-2, fluid, powerful skater that can transition 
pucks up ice and close well on oncoming forwards. Offensively he 
doesn’t stand out, but he can make a decent outlet pass and has a hard 
point shot. Whether he excels enough at either end of the rink to carve 
out an NHL role is the debate with Engstrom, but his tool kit gives him a 
chance. 

99. Sandis Vilmanis, LW, Lulea Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 23, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Vilmanis didn’t put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior 
league, but he was quite good for Latvia internationally. He scored three 
points in five games for their U20 team and the world junior B pool, and 
was a leading player for their U18 team, helping them upset Sweden at 
the U18 Worlds. 

Analysis: Vilmanis is a player with a highly interesting talent level who 
impressed at the U18s versus his peers. He’s a decent-sized forward 
with good hands and playmaking ability. He’s a good enough skater, and 
is able to make plays with pace. Vilmanis has a decent finishing touch 
and can score from the circles. Off the puck he’s average, he won’t run 
guys over but isn’t afraid to play in traffic. His production doesn’t scream 
NHL player but the talent gives him a shot. 
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100. Matthew Poitras, C, Guelph (OHL) 

Mar. 10, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Poitras played a signficant role on a good OHL team this 
season in Guelph, lining up at center and wing. He was the 12th pick in 
his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Poitras brings a high skill and compete level to every shift. He’s 
able to manipulate pucks well in tight areas to create offense. He shows 
good instincts as a playmaker and can shoot the puck well enough to 
score from the dots. He’s not the biggest guy, but he works hard, wins 
puck battles and isn’t afraid to take a hit to generate chances. The main 
downside to his game other than his frame is his lack of speed and abilty 
to seperate from checks. For that reason I can’t yet see him as an 
NHL’er, but his skill and hustle gives him a shot. 

101. Jeremy Langlois, D, Cape Breton (QMJHL) 

Sep. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.0″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Langlois played signfiicant minutes in all situations and put 
up strong scoring totals for Cape Breton, who finished last in the QMJHL. 
He was the 17th pick in his QMJHL Draft and was invited to Canada’s 
U18 team camp two years ago. 

Analysis: Langlois is interesting due to his hockey sense. He’s a very 
smart puck-mover who can hit seams at a high rate and run a power 
play. He also has a hard point shot and is an overall threat inside the 
offensive zone. He’s a 6-foot defenseman though who doesn’t skate or 
defend that well, which will be the main questions on him as he advances 
levels. 

102. Spencer Sova, D, Erie (OHL) 

Jan. 10, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Sova played a lot of minutes for Erie but didn’t have the 
offensive production some were expecting coming into the season. He 
was invited to Canada’s U18 team where he played a large role. He was 
also a standout at the Erie showcase held in the spring of 2021. He was 
the No. 8 pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Sova’s talent pops when you watch him on the ice. He’s an 
excellent skater with a powerful, fluid stride. Sova is easily able to escape 
forecheckers and turn pucks up ice due to his excellent edge work and 

speed. He shows good hands and is thus a threat off the rush and from 
the blue line on pinches. He has NHL talent, but he doesn’t make many 
plays, showing a lack of vision with the puck when he can’t use his 
skating to make plays. He’ll be able to defend fine in the pros due to his 
feet and average size but it’s hard to see what his NHL role would be 
because he’s not a standout at either end of the rink. 

103. Michael Fisher, D, St. Mark’s School (HIGH-MA) 

May. 2, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Fisher is committed to Northeastern. 

Analysis: Fisher’s athletic tools get scouts excited. He’s a 6-foot-2 
defenseman who can really skate. He shows great speed in transition 
and ability to maneuver off the offensive blue line due to his feet. He can 
also close on checks well and be reliable defensively. Fisher has a good 
point shot and shows flashes of skill, but his puck game in general is 
unreliable. He’s not a cerebral player with the puck and can force a lot of 
plays. His size and skating absolutely give him a chance to make it if he 
can become more dependable with the puck. 

104. Ludwig Persson, LW, Frolunda Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Oct. 8, 2003 | 6′ 0.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: NHL average 

Background: Persson was a highly productive player in Sweden’s junior 
league this season and has played SHL games over the past two 
seasons for Frolunda. He played in a tournament for Sweden’s U20 team 
this past summer and in April, and was a notable part of their U18 team 
in the 2020-21 season. 

Analysis: Perrson is quite dangerous inside the offensive zone. He’s a 
highly-skilled winger who can make crafty plays through defenders. He 
shows very good vision to make tough plays off the perimeter and 
combined with a strong shot he’s able to run a power play. Persson is a 
great junior player, but given his average size and footspeed there are 
questions on how his game translates to the pros. 

105. Miko Matikka, RW, Jokerit Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Oct. 26, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Matikka had a tough first hallf between an injury in opening 
months and a slow start in Finland’s U20 league but his production 
picked up later in the year. He’s played for Finland’s U19 team this 
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season and their U18 team the prior season in a notable role. He’s 
committed to the University of Denver. 

Analysis: Mattika is a tough evaluation. On his best shifts when you see a 
big winger who can dangle opponents and score goals it gets you excited 
about his potential. With the puck on his stick he can make a lot of tough 
plays, mostly as a handler but with flashes of playmaking. I find that A-
game quite inconsistent though. In part due to him lacking footspeed but 
in general I find he can fade into the background of games and not assert 
himself. He absolutely has a chance to become an NHL player if he can 
round out his game. 

106. Elias Pettersson, D, Orebro Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Feb. 16, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Pettersson played games in the SHL and Sweden’s J20 this 
season and played a notable role for Sweden’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Pettersson is a solid defender due to his size and mobility. He 
doesn’t shy from physical play as well. He’s able to close on checks 
effectively and kill a fair number of plays. His skating allows him to jump 
into attacks well too. Offensively he has a hard point shot/one-timer that 
is a threat, but overall Pettersson lacks much poise or skill with the puck. 
If he can make a good first pass he’s an NHL player but I need to see 
that more consistently. 

107. Daniil Orlov, D, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Dec. 21, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Orlov has played a large role for his junior team, logging 
minutes in all situations although his team was one of the lesser teams in 
the MHL’s Western Conference the last two seasons. 

Analysis: Orlov’s physical tools gives him a chance to make it. As a 6-
foot-2 defenseman who skates well there is some pro appeal there. He 
has some offense, showing a good shot, ability to use his feet to jump 
into attacks and flashes of skill. I wouldn’t call his puck play overly 
inspring though and I have a hard time seeing him be a true puck-mover 
at higher levels. The size and skating allows him to defend well but the 
lack of skill and sense will push him as he advances to the pros. 

108. Mathew Ward, C, Swift Current (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 5′ 7.5″ | 156 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ward had a productive season in Swift Current after scoring 
a point per game as a 16 year old, and played all situations. He was also 
an important player for Canada’s U18 team in April. He was the 14th pick 
in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Ward is a skilled, intelligent winger who can make and finish 
plays. He’s not that big, but he works hard enough and killed penalties for 
Swift Current. As a barely 5-foot-8 player though while he’s a shifty 
skater I’d like to see more speed in Ward’s game for the pro level. 

109. Logan Morrison, C, Hamilton (OHL) 

Jul. 19, 2002 | 5’11.25″ | 179 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Morrison was a top scorer in the OHL in his 19-year-old 
season, being a big reason why Hamilton was a top team in the league. 

Analysis: Morrison is a talented offensive player who is dangerous inside 
the offensive zone. He sees the ice at a high level, showing a great abilty 
to find seams and create chances off the perimeter. He has a good shot 
but his passing stands out more. He’s a skilled player, but his speed is 
so-so. Not being the biggest guy also adds to questions of whether his 
game will work versus men. 

110. Cedrick Guindon, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Apr. 21, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Guindon was a productive player for Owen Sound, scoring 
30 goals in 68 OHL games. He was the 10th pick in his OHL draft and 
was a summer U18 camp invite for Canada. 

Analysis: Guindon is a very good skater. He’s strong in transition due to 
his speed and skill and has a good shot as well. He lacks ideal NHL size, 
though, and while he has some offense he’s not a true driver of play with 
his skill and playmaking. What his NHL role would be is questionable but 
the talent is intriguing enough. 

111. Cole Knuble, RW, Fargo (USHL) 

Jul. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Knuble was a solid two-way player for Fargo in the USHL, 
lining up on both special teams regularly. He also scored four goals in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 1, 2022 

 

four games for USA at the Hlinka Gretzky. He is the son of former NHLer 
Mike Knuble. 

Analysis: Knuble brings a lot of speed and energy to shifts. He competes 
very hard to win battles and is responsible defensively. Knuble lacks NHL 
size, but he plays fearlessly. He attacks the middle of the ice in the 
offensive zone and doesn’t shy from engaging physically. Knuble has 
good speed and puck skills, and some scoring touch, but he doesn’t 
make that many plays. As a smaller player, whether he has enough 
offense in his game is the main issue in his NHL projection. 

112. Semyon Sinyatkin, RW, Dynamo St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Mar. 14, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Semyon Sinyatkin was a solid junior player in Russia, 
scoring 21 goals in 55 MHL games and lining up on both special teams 
for a solid junior club. He also played a notable role on Russia’s U18 
team and their gold medal effort at the Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Semyon Sinyatkin isn’t an overly flashy player but he has a 
chance to be a solid two-way pro. He has a good skill and compete level. 
He creates offense around the hard areas of the ice, to go with good 
enough playmaking and a hard shot to create off the perimeter too. He’s 
a 5-foot-11 forward who isn’t a great skater so the question is whether 
there’s enough to his game to actually make it to the NHL. 

113. Fabian Wagner, C, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

May. 7, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Wagner was a solid junior player in Sweden scoring around 
a point per-game rate for his junior team and playing in some SHL 
games. He scored four points in five Hlinka Gretzky games too. 

Analysis: Wagner isn’t a very flashy player. He has moments of good 
individual skill where he can make a defender pass or make a tough pass 
but that isn’t his game. Wagner’s speed and work ethic are what will 
make him attractive to a pro team, as he will be asked to play a direct, 
simple game at higher levels and hopefully chip in some offense. Wagner 
lacks size, but he plays with courage and atacks the hard areas of the 
ice. He’s an NHL longshot but I still see a path for him. 

114. Vladimir Grudinin, D, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Dec. 9, 2003 | 5′ 10.0″ | 158 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Grudinin was a part of one of the top junior teams in Russia. 
He got significant international time with Russia’s U20 team and senior 
national team including making the world juniors team. 

Analysis: Grudinin is a talented offensive defenseman. He has strong 
poise and skill with the puck, showing he can run a power play and 
create off the offensive blue line. He’s a decent skater. Grudinin shows 
enough speed to get past guys or away from pressure but it’s not 
amazing for a small guy. His edgework is excellent, although he relies on 
his 10-2 skating style too much. I have a hard time seeing him at his size 
and without great feet being a strong defender versus better players so 
it’s why he’s a “has a chance guy,” now for me. 

115. Hunter Haight, C, Barrie (OHL) 

Apr. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Haight was a solid player for Barrie but didn’t have the big 
year some expected coming into the season. He played at Canada’s U18 
camp and was the ninth pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Haight is a highly-skilled forward. He shows strong one-on-one 
play with his stickhandling. He can make tough plays from the perimeter 
and is creative in small areas to generate offense. Haight lacks ideal 
size, but he works hard enough off the puck and did kill penalties for 
Barrie. I see a guy who is undersized and just an OK skater who doesn’t 
produce a ton of offense and it’s hard to see what his NHL path is. The 
skill gives him a chance, but he has a long road ahead of him to help an 
NHL team. 

116. Jere Lassila, C, Jyp Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 8, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Lassila’s junior production wasn’t all that impressive this 
season. His best hockey was with Finland’s U18 team though, where he 
captained the age group and played a major role including eight points at 
the U18 worlds. 

Analysis: Lassila is a competitive center with excellent speed who can 
play with pace and make some plays. He is a smaller forward, though, 
whose skill level doesn’t really stand out as you’d like for a smaller 
player. He has a puncher’s chance because the way he plays translates 
to the pros. 

117. Otto Salin, D, Hifk Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 7, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Salin missed most of the first half due to injury but when 
healthy he was a very good junior player at the Finland U20 level and for 
Finland’s U18 team. He also played up for HIFK’s pro team. 
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Analysis: Salin is a skilled puck-moving defenseman. He shows great 
creativity as a handler to create off the rush and off the offensive blue 
line. He shows good poise to hold pucks for an extra second to make a 
play, and in general can help a power play. Salin’s main issues come on 
the defensive side of the puck. He’s fine in that regard as a junior, but 
with average mobility, a 5-foot-11 frame and a lack of physicality, 
whether he’ll be able to check NHL players is a whole other issue. His 
offense gives him a chance to play if he can round out his game. 

118. Nicholas Moldenhauer, RW, Chicago (USHL) 

May. 25, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Moldenhauer went to play for Chicago in the USHL after 
being a first-round pick in his OHL draft by the Ottawa 67’s. He was an 
invite to Canada’s summer U18 camp. 

Analysis: Moldenhauer is an excellent skater who can make highly skilled 
plays with \the puck with pace. He’s dangerous in transition and off 
entries, but I don’t see him as a really cerebreal player who can make a 
lot of plays. As a 5-foot-10 forward I’d like to see more offense from him 
overall or be a true 200-foot guy. So despite NHL speed and skill his role 
is unclear. 

119. Dylan Silverstein, G, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 7, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 179 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Silverstein had an up and down season with the U.S. NTDP 
program. His ups were very good though and led to him making the 
American world junior team as a 17-year-old. He’s committed to Boston 
College. 

Analysis: Silverstein is a talented, competitive goaltender. He has very 
good athleticism in goal to make tough stops, showing the quick-twitch in 
his lower half to get across quickly and challenge shooters well. 
Silverstein makes good reads and squares up plays, and also battles well 
to get to second chances when he doesn’t make the clean save. The 
only real drawback to his game is his 6-foot frame and his so-so save 
percentage as a junior player. 

120. Ruslan Gazizov, LW, London (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Gazizov transferred from Russia to Canada to play with 
London after a slow start in Avangard and was better in the OHL. He was 
a top player for Russia’s U18 team when they won gold at the Hlinka 
Gretzky. 

Analysis: Gazizov is a very skilled playmaking winger. He is a pass-first 
type player who can run a power play off the half-wall. He connects on 
seam passes at a high rate. Gazizov also displays good hands and ability 

to create in small areas. He competes well enough, he’s not overly 
physical but plays without fear. Gazizov isn’t the biggest or fastest 
forward though and without elite offense it’s tough to project him onto an 
NHL lineup. 

121. Isaiah George, D, London (OHL) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: George was a top-four defenseman for London this season. 
He didn’t put up gaudy point totals but got almost no power-play time. He 
was the 68th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: George is a mobile defenseman who plays well in his own end 
of the rink due to his strong gap control and compete level. He can kill a 
lot of rushes and break up plays. George shows some flashes of skill with 
the puck with a hard point shot but I wouldn’t call him a natural puck 
mover. He can at times force plays. The skating gives him a chance to 
play but he’ll need to show a more reliable first pass along with offensive 
blue line play to be a regular NHL player. 

122. Jack Devine, RW, Denver (NCHC) 

Oct. 1, 2003 | 5′ 11.0″ | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Devine got a regular shift on a top college team after being 
a very good junior over two USHL seasons with the U.S. NTDP. 

Analysis: Devine can make a lot of things happen with the puck on his 
stick. He possesses excellent stick skills and vision. He can help a power 
play with his playmaking, and can create at even strength due to his skill 
level. He’s a 5-foot-11 forward without much quickness, though. The 
stride looked quite wonky coming up, I think he’s cleaned up some of that 
but he still lacks much seperation. Devine also has no real track record of 
scoring goals as a forward which is a concern. 

123. Antonin Verreault, LW, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jul. 28, 2004 | 5′ 7.75″ | 162 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Verreault was an important forward for Gatineau this 
season although he probably didn’t score at the rate you expected after 
being a near point per game as a 16-year-old in the QMJHL. He was the 
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second pick in his QMJHL draft and was a U18 summer camp invite for 
Canada. 

Analysis: Verreault’s game is about skill, creativity and playmaking. He 
shows great ability to improvise and create for his teammates and can 
play the half-wall on a power play. He’s a pass-first type of player who 
needs to work on his finishing. Verreault is a shifty, elusive skater but 
lacks the great top-end speed you’d like at that size. For that reason I 
see him as a bit of a longshot but the skill gives him a prayer to make it. 

124. Brett Brochu, G, London (OHL) 

Sep. 9, 2002 | 5′ 11″ | 182 pounds | Catches right 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Background: Brochu was one of the top goaltenders in the OHL as a 
third-year draft eligible and made Canada’s world juniors team. 

Analysis: Brochu a very small goalie by NHL standards, which is an issue 
and the first thing scouts will point to. Brochu is very quick, though, in his 
side-to-side movements. He can get to tough pucks consistently. He 
does so while not ever looking rattled in the net, making a lot of great 
reads and anticipating the play at a high level. With his frame he’ll need 
to prove it as a pro but I can see an outside chance he makes it. 

125. Maxim Barbashev, LW, Moncton (QMJHL) 

Dec. 18, 2003 | 6′ 0.75″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Barbashev, the brother of Blues forward Ivan Barbashev, 
scored at a solid rate and was an important player for Moncton this 
season. His scoring rate dipped a bit from his previous seasin in Moncton 
where he was a point per-game player in 10 games. 

Analysis: Barbashev is a skilled, competitive forward. There are moments 
you watch him and he can excite you with some of the plays he can 
make. My concern with him is a lack of speed and while he has some 
offense, he doesn’t drive the play or see the ice at a high level. 

126. Sergei Ivanov, G, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 165 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: High-end 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Ivanov has been a very good junior goalie versus his peers 
and internationally including being named top goalie of the U18 World 
Championship as a 16-year-old. He helped lead SKA’s MHL team to a 
title with a .931 save percentage in the playoffs. He also got games late 
in the season for Russia’s U20 team. 

Analysis: Ivanov is a highly-athletic and intelligent goalie who can make 
difficult saves, At the junior level he can make a difference, but as a 5-
foot-11 goalie it’s questionable if the talent level is high enough for the 
NHL. 

127. Hugo Havelid, G, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 170 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Havelid had a great season being the top goalie in 
Sweden’s junior league, helping lead Linkoping to a championship. He 
was the best goalie at the U18 Worlds, also helping lead Sweden to a 
gold medal there. He’s the twin brother of fellow draft eligible Mattias 
Havelid. 

Analysis: Havelid is a smart, technically refined goalie. He reads the play 
at a high level and is quite efficient with his movements in the net. He has 
good enough athleticism to make some tough stops, but it never feels 
like he scrambles or has to jump around the net that much. He has pro 
assets, but his 5-foot-10 frame is a major issue and makes his NHL 
projection quite questionable given he’s not a true elite athlete like 
Nashville’s Juuse Saros. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.01.2022 

1246720 Websites 

 

ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Conference finals preview, 
matchups, predictions 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The conference final round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs is upon us. 
Sixteen teams entered the postseason tournament, but only four are left 
in the bracket, as the New York Rangers will take on the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the East, and the Colorado Avalanche will square off against 
the Edmonton Oilers in the West. 

To help get you up to speed before the puck drops on Game 1 of the 
West matchup Tuesday night, we're bringing you a mega-preview, 
breaking down each team in five different categories and offering our 
predictions on which clubs will head to the Stanley Cup Final. 

How they got here: Defeated Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3, defeated Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-3. 

Goalie confidence rating: 10 

The Igor Shesterkin that we saw during Round 1 is not the Igor 
Shesterkin that the Lightning are going to see. He worked through his 
emotions during the Rangers' first two games in Pittsburgh, where he 
was pulled twice. He battled back and won a Game 7. Against Carolina, 
Shesterkin gave up two or fewer goals in six of the seven games in the 
series and won another Game 7, this time on the road. He's both their 
last line of defense and their catalyst, as the Rangers feed off his 
performances when opponents tip the ice. 

Defenseman Adam Fox said he's looking forward to the battle between 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and Shesterkin. "Obviously, Vasilevskiy has a track 
record that speaks for itself. But I think Shesty has one that does, too. 
What he's done this year has been insanely impressive. Two good 
goalies coming together. But I have a lot of faith in Shesty," he said. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

The Rangers had their share of breaks. Defenseman Jacob Trouba's 
booming hits took out Penguins star Sidney Crosby for two critical 
games, and then Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis in Game 7. The 
Rangers didn't have to face Penguins starter Tristan Jarry until Game 7; 
instead, they saw backup Casey DeSmith for five and a half periods and 
then third-stringer Louis Domingue for just over six games. The Rangers 
didn't have to face Hurricanes starter Frederik Andersen, who missed the 
playoffs with a lower-body injury; instead, they saw Antti Raanta for six 
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games and half of Game 7 until his injury, and then third-stringer Pyotr 
Kochetkov. 

But breaks are only breaks if one capitalizes on them, and the Rangers 
have shown an impressive resiliency. They rallied to beat the Penguins 
after being down 3-1 in their first-round series. They rallied from 2-0 and 
3-2 series deficits to defeat the Hurricanes. "I've kind of referred to us as 
cockroaches. We just didn't go away. That's always been ingrained in the 
culture of every good team I've been on here. We just don't go away, 
regardless of the score and regardless of where the game is. We just 
keep on trying to find our game and playing for each other," said forward 
Chris Kreider. 

The Rangers still aren't an impressive five-on-five team, relying on 
Shesterkin to bail them out at even strength, which he has. They're 
tremendous on the power play, as Carolina witnessed. They have depth 
at forward and are getting excellent play from defensemen like Fox and 
Trouba. And coach Gerard Gallant is pushing the right buttons when it 
comes to line combinations. 

Player(s) who will be key to the series 

Obviously, the Rangers are going to go as far as Shesterkin takes them. 
But the players and Gallant all said that their Game 7 win at the 
Hurricanes was indicative of what a quintessential effort from the 
Rangers looks like, getting points from 12 different players. 

Mika Zibanejad led the way with three points. Kreider had two goals, after 
scoring 52 during the regular season. They'll need continued offense 
from Fox, who had 18 points in 14 games. But it'll also take continued 
contributions from players like Andrew Copp (12 points), Ryan Strome (9) 
and Frank Vatrano (8); and further damage done by the Rangers' "Kid 
Line" of Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. 

Player who needs to step up 

Artemi Panarin quietly had points in the last three games against 
Carolina, including a great outlet pass that sprung Strome for a critical 
goal that put them up 3-0. But the Rangers star has only had two 
signature games in the playoffs: a three-point night in Game 2 against 
the Penguins and an overtime power-play goal in Game 7 of that series. 
They could use some more from him, especially at five-on-five. 

How will the Rangers handle Nikita Kucherov? 

No disrespect intended to Sebastian Aho, but the Rangers didn't have to 
face an elite offensive player like Kucherov in their series against the 
Hurricanes. The last time they did was in the first round, when Crosby's 
line ran roughshod over them (Crosby had 10 points in six games) -- until 
a Trouba hit cost No. 87 a game and a half. Kucherov has 15 points in 11 
games, including seven on the power play. How they choose to defend 
Kucherov's line is going to be a key for the series. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

How they got here: Defeated Toronto Maple Leafs 4-3, defeated Florida 
Panthers 4-0. 

Goalie confidence rating: 10 

Andrei Vasilevskiy is one of the greatest postseason goaltenders in NHL 
history. His .925 career playoff save percentage ties him for third all time 
(minimum 60 games) with Hall of Famer Dominik Hasek, among others. 
This postseason, he's 8-3 with a .932 save percentage and has 6.76 
goals saved above average to lead all goalies still playing in the 
postseason. And that was against the two best offensive teams in the 
regular season. 

The Big Cat's run since 2020 in elimination games is the stuff of legend: 
10-0, six of the wins by shutout. He's an integral part of their success. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

There's a lot we already knew about the Lightning after back-to-back 
Stanley Cup championships, from their ability to win in a variety of ways 
to their efficiency in elimination games. But that doesn't mean the 

playoffs haven't enlightened us about some aspects of this Lightning 
team. 

For example, we've learned that they've effectively rebuilt their bottom six 
after the offseason exodus of their celebrated checking line of Yanni 
Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow. Center Ross Colton, who 
scored the only goal in their Cup-clinching game last summer against the 
Canadiens, has played the majority of his minutes with Brandon Hagel, 
whom the Lightning acquired from Chicago at the trade deadline. They've 
spent time with fellow deadline pickup Nick Paul, formerly of the Ottawa 
Senators, but really clicked with veteran winger Corey Perry in the 
Florida series. Colton and Perry, the latter of whom was acquired as a 
free agent this past summer, lead the Lightning with five goals each. 
Returning contributors Alex Killorn and Ondrej Palat can play up or down 
the lineup with effectiveness. Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, in his first 
season with the Lightning, and playoff hero Pat Maroon also bolster the 
bottom six. 

We're learned that fatigue hasn't yet been an issue for a team that's gone 
all the way in two straight postseasons -- perhaps because they followed 
truncated regular seasons? We've also learned that two straight Stanley 
Cups haven't made the Bolts fat and happy; the hunger to win another, 
and the killer instinct to close out teams, remains for Tampa. 

Player(s) that will be key to the series 

Nikita Kucherov leads the Lightning with 15 points in 11 games. There's 
an argument to be made that Kucherov is the best power-play performer 
in the NHL, and he has lived up to that with seven points with the man 
advantage. Their second-leading scorer is defenseman Victor Hedman, 
who is doing as Victor Hedman does: He has 10 points in 11 games and 
is skating 25:03 per game. 

Center Steven Stamkos (eight points) and defenseman Ryan McDonagh 
have been there in big moments. Center Anthony Cirelli has two points in 
11 games but has provided what the Lightning need in the middle after 
Brayden Point's injury. 

Player who needs to step up 

The Lightning have a couple of players they'd like to see produce a little 
more, but their lack of production is injury-related in both cases. 
Obviously, the Lightning would like to see Point back on the ice. Coach 
Jon Cooper says his standout center -- the team's leading goal-scorer 
(30) over the past two postseasons -- is progressing from a lower-body 
injury he suffered in Game 7 against the Maple Leafs. He had four points 
in seven games before that. 

Hagel took a puck off one of his feet in Game 2 against the Panthers, 
though he appeared in Games 3 and 4. He hadn't been practicing, but is 
expected to play in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference finals. Again, 
Hagel has done fine in the roles that they've cast him in during the 
playoffs. That said, they'd like more than one goal off 18 shot attempts in 
11 games from a player who had 25 goals in the regular season. 

What will be the key to solving Igor Shesterkin? 

The Rangers goalie has been their best player through the first two 
rounds -- heck, he has even chipped in three assists on top of his stellar 
goaltending. But he's not unbeatable. In fact, even as he has gotten 
better as the playoffs have continued -- playing through jitters in the first 
round that included two games he didn't complete in Pittsburgh -- he has 
yet to pitch a shutout. 

The Hurricanes had their best success on high-danger chances, scoring 
eight high-danger goals against the Rangers goaltender, the second-
most allowed in the second round. Some of those came on odd-man 
rushes, a few on chances on the doorstep. There were times when 
Carolina created chaos around Shesterkin's crease but couldn't find the 
rebounds he'd leave. The Lightning will have to convert some of those to 
beat "Shesty." 

As Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said: Their problem offensively was 
not having elite goal-scorers. There is no such problem for the Lightning. 
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Prediction for the series: Rangers in seven 

Tampa Bay is better 5-on-5. Their power play is going to do some 
damage. They aren't going to wilt if the Rangers control the tempo. If 
New York wants to trade chances like they did against the Hurricanes at 
MSG, the Lightning have finishers that make them pay in ways the 
Hurricanes could not. If New York wants this to be a 1-0 goalie duel, the 
Lightning can win those, too. A healthy Brayden Point obviously bolsters 
their advantage. On paper, they're winning this series. 

On paper, the Rangers were out in the first round. And yet, here we are. 
You can say the Rangers haven't faced a goalie like Vasilevskiy, and 
that's true. But it's also true that the Lightning haven't faced a goalie like 
Shesterkin, who is playing out of his gourd right now. The Rangers are 
playing with house money. They're not the Maple Leafs or the Panthers, 
crushed by the weight of expectations and entitlement. They're finding 
ways to win, finding ways to survive and I think they do it again here. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs are a place where teams defy the numbers, 
find an undeniable belief in themselves and create - for lack of a better 
term - postseason magic. I think we're there with the Rangers. 

Colorado Avalanche 

How they got here: Defeated Nashville Predators 4-0, defeated St. Louis 
Blues 4-2. 

Goalie confidence rating: 7.5/10 

Darcy Kuemper has been solid if unspectacular in the playoffs, posting a 
6-2-0 record, .904 save percentage and 2.44 goals-against average. 

Granted, Nashville's Ryan Johansen did (accidentally) injure Kuemper's 
eye in the first round, but the goalie recovered and Colorado swept the 
Predators in time for Kuemper to return in the second round against St. 
Louis. Kuemper came through in that series when the Avalanche needed 
it, but there wasn't a lot of rhythm to his game. 

Then again, Kuemper hasn't been facing a ton of shots. In over 500 
minutes of game action this postseason, Kuemper has faced only 218 
pucks. That's by far the fewest among any goalie left in these playoffs. 
The Blues averaged just 26 shots per game at Kuemper, while Colorado 
was in control averaging 37 shots the other way. When Kuemper was 
tested, he didn't always look sharp; St. Louis caught him in bad 
positioning and decidedly flat-footed on a few occasions. Now, does that 
reflect a deficiency in Kuemper's game? Or was it symptomatic of the 
Blues' inconsistent attack? 

The answer should be clear early on against Edmonton. The Oilers 
peppered Calgary's Jacob Markstrom with over 34 shots per game in the 
second round and their elite talent up front (Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl, Evander Kane, etc.) will be coming full force. Kuemper's terrific 
regular season (37-12-4, .921 SV%, 2.54 GAA) suggests he's up to the 
task of what's ahead though -- even if his playoff resume to date isn't so 
dazzling. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

We don't roll out the term "juggernaut" for just anyone around here. 

Colorado is every bit as good as we thought it was, and could be. Any 
notion that the Avs' slide out of the regular season (losing six of their last 
seven games) was a premonition of poor playoff performance to come 
was unfounded. Colorado is notably multifaceted, capable of beating its 
opponents in different ways. There's an enviable level of top-end talent, 
but the balanced depth is really what the Avalanche have displayed in 
the postseason. 

Other than Nathan MacKinnon going off in Game 5 against St. Louis, and 
Cale Makar just being generally excellent at every turn, it's not as if 
Colorado has required its superstars to carry the day. Seven Avs skaters 
have at least three goals in the playoffs, and five have double-digit point 
totals. Colorado has given up the third-fewest goals against per game 
(2.70) among remaining playoff teams, and its power play is operating at 
a crisp 34.5% (best in show throughout the postseason). 

The Avalanche are excelling in the ways they should, getting timely goals 
and playing to their strengths. Colorado's penalty kill (only 73.1%) and 
goaltending (see above) have underwhelmed, and would be the most 
likely potential issues against Edmonton. But what we've seen so far in 
the playoffs is Colorado primarily at its best. 

Players who will be key to the series 

All eyes will be on Makar and MacKinnon. 

The Avs' Norris Trophy finalist defenseman projects to draw Edmonton's 
toughest matchups, and as the Oilers proved against Calgary, its top line 
is tough to contain. How well Colorado's back end -- led by Makar, Devon 
Toews and Bowen Byram -- can manage those assignments will go a 
long way in determining the series. 

Meanwhile, MacKinnon will be leading the charge up front. If his Game 5 
hat trick against the Blues was any indication, "Playoff Nate" is ready to 
dance toe-to-toe with McDavid & Co. MacKinnon already has eight goals 
and 13 points in 10 games. While offense can sometimes dry up the 
deeper we get into postseason play, that doesn't necessarily mean it will 
be the case here. MacKinnon's contributions will be massive for the Avs. 

Player who needs to step up 

We've already discussed Kuemper. Let's key on Mikko Rantanen. 

Colorado's big winger has one goal in these playoffs, which he scored on 
an empty net in the Avs' 6-3 victory over St. Louis in Game 4. He has 
added 10 assists to his point total, but Rantanen has still fallen short of 
expectations to date in terms of output. Rantanen's 36 goals led 
Colorado in the regular season, so seeing him hesitate to shoot the puck 
and fail to drive play like a $9.25 million-per-year player should in the 
postseason is odd. 

The Avalanche will require all hands on deck to keep pace with 
Edmonton. Their superstars kept improving throughout the last round and 
were the difference-makers at critical times. Rantanen must be exactly 
that for Colorado in the series ahead. 

How do the Avs slow down the McDavid-Draisaitl-Kane line? 

Never let them have the puck. Like, ever. 

If only it were that simple. 

Edmonton's top line is stacked, it's slippery and it's been operating at an 
incredibly high level. Keeping those three in check starts with good 
neutral-zone play, limiting their ability to gain speed and forcing play to 
the outside. Calgary got burned off a couple clean looks for that unit that 
turned into almost series-defining mistakes. Colorado has to frustrate the 
Oilers' top skaters, make it difficult for them to find space or get in a 
rhythm early. 

The Oilers' top trio will be a confident bunch going into the series -- as 
they should be -- and Colorado can send a message early by staying on 
top of them and standing up to that top line's speed in the middle of the 
ice. 

Edmonton Oilers 

How they got here: Defeated Los Angeles Kings 4-3, defeated Calgary 
Flames 4-1. 

Goalie confidence rating: 8/10 

The legend of Mike Smith has only grown this postseason. 

He's a 40-year-old veteran churning out great numbers, including an 8-3-
0 record, .927 SV% and 2.70 GAA. If you just ignore the three goals he 
gave up in the first six minutes of Game 1 against Calgary, and also put 
aside that he allowed a 132-foot clearing attempt past the posts in Game 
4, then Smith has been unequivocally rock solid for the Oilers. 

Unlike Darcy Kuemper, who has faced the fewest shots among 
remaining playoff goaltenders, Smith has been peppered with the 
second-most. Being involved to that degree clearly works for the 
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netminder, and he has thrived under the pressure. That bodes well for 
Edmonton in this series, since Colorado happens to be a high-volume 
shot team (39.8 per game); if that continues, Smith will be back under a 
spotlight early and often in the next round. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

The Oilers are more resilient than some observers previously thought. 
When Jonathan Quick repeatedly slammed the door in the first-round 
series, Edmonton didn't panic. The Oilers bought into playing good 
defense, stuck to their structure and chipped away at Quick until they 
broke through. The second round against Calgary couldn't have started 
any worse with a quick 3-0 deficit for Edmonton in Game 1 and another 
2-0 hole to start Game 2. Again, the Oilers stayed calm, and refocused. 
At every juncture where past Oilers' teams have misstepped, this group 
has stepped up. 

The other thing we've seen from Edmonton is a real commitment to the 
defensive side of the puck from its top players. There was never any 
doubt that Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl could score in the regular 
season, but the playoffs have brought their challenges in keeping up that 
pace offensively. This postseason has been different because of how 
strong that duo's defensive habits are. It starts in their own end and being 
engaged down low. The uptick of physicality in McDavid's game has 
been well-documented. There has also been more effort on the 
forecheck. 

All of those little things add up when they're coming top down through the 
lineup. It breeds confidence, and that's having a huge impact on the 
Oilers' success in this postseason. 

Player who will be key to the series 

If Cale Makar is the flashy rising star leading Colorado's blue line, 
Duncan Keith is the veteran grandmaster stabilizing Edmonton's back 
end. 

Keith has been on every big stage hockey has to offer. He knows when 
to push and when to pull back. He relieves pressure in Edmonton's end, 
makes smart plays up the ice and is a natural leader from whom few 
words are required -- but there's no doubt Keith has a "big voice" in the 
Oilers' room, according to teammates. Colorado will be zipping around 
trying to set a tone offensively, and early in this series Keith will be 
looked upon to steady Edmonton between the whistles and on the bench. 

Keith did that for the Oilers against Calgary, steering them out of a 
potential loss in Game 2 and picking up some of the responsibilities for 
the not-100% healthy Darnell Nurse. What Keith does best is bring 
consistency to Edmonton's defensive effort. They'll need every bit of his 
experience and ability to slow the Avalanche down. 

Player who needs to step up 

You could put Nurse here, and say he hasn't been an obvious difference-
maker for the Oilers (to the degree a top-pairing defender usually is). But 
the defenseman is battling a core muscle injury and he's still playing over 
21 minutes per game, so faulting him too harshly for not performing at his 
most elite would be misguided. 

In general, Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft has been leaning on the same 
eight forwards up front and limiting the use of his fourth-liners. So if 
there's room for improvement anywhere, it's from some of the Oilers' 
second- and third-line skaters like Warren Foegele, Ryan McLeod, Kailer 
Yamamoto and Jesse Puljujarvi. Each player had some solid stretches 
late in the Calgary series, but those four have combined for only five 
goals thus far in the playoffs. We've seen in other series around the 
league how important timely scoring is from often unheralded or 
unexpected players. There hasn't been a ton of that for the Oilers; most 
of their key tallies have come from the same group of four or five guys. 

This series against Colorado could see each team's top talents canceling 
each other out. That's where depth will come into focus, and the Oilers 
will want to be sure theirs is on point. 

Which powerhouse top line has the edge? 

Are we focusing heavily on the best players in this series? Yes. Do you 
blame us? Obviously not. 

This Western Conference finals present a hockey feast for the eyes: 
Colorado's top line of Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Valeri 
Nichushkin vs. Kane, McDavid and Draisaitl. Oh, baby. 

Edmonton's trio has combined for 26 goals and 67 points in 12 games. 
Colorado's big three has produced 17 goals and 31 points in 10 games. 
Now, these two teams just went through two second-round series that 
were markedly different. The Oilers played a wide-open, goal-scoring 
bonanza of a five-game spread against Calgary versus the Avalanche's 
more bruising, defensive-conscious, six-game affair against St. Louis. 
This series projects to trend more toward what Edmonton just 
experienced, with the potential for larger momentum swings and 
opportunity to generate offense. 

If that's the case, whose top line will benefit more? Colorado's will have 
less pressure to produce given their second unit is anchored by a guy 
named Nazem Kadri, who's coming off an 87-point regular season and is 
averaging a point per game in the playoffs. But don't underestimate the 
drive of MacKinnon and McDavid to really show off here. Their head-to-
head matchup will be a primary talking point in the lead-up to Game 1. 
Both stood out late in the second round with an individual highlight 
performance (MacKinnon with his Game 5 hat trick, McDavid with the 
overtime game-winner in his own Game 5). They are firing on all 
cylinders. 

The edge, though, probably belongs to Edmonton. Because as good as 
McDavid has been, Draisaitl might be better (and he's playing hurt, too). 
Draisaitl has unmatched playmaking ability and when he's on a roll, it's 
hard to think of how Colorado will totally contain how adept he is with the 
puck. And Kane already had a pair of hat tricks in the playoffs. Not too 
shabby. 

All we know for sure is that the real winners here are those of us 
watching the action unfold. 

Prediction for the series: Colorado in seven 

All things being equal, Colorado boasts the deeper team. Its defense has 
been a little better than Edmonton's (giving up a playoff-low 27 shots 
against per game versus the Oilers' 37.5) and its depth is impressive. 
Mike Smith has been great for Edmonton in the playoffs, without 
question, but we haven't seen the best of Kuemper yet. If he finally 
emerges in this series, that's an edge for the Avalanche as well. It'll be 
down to the wire, but I like Colorado. 

My other prediction for this series? Special teams will play a pivotal role. 
The Avalanche have an excellent power play (34.5%) but weaker penalty 
kill (73.1%). The Oilers are more balanced (28.1% on the power play, 
85.4% on the kill). Edmonton really performed well against Calgary on 
the penalty kill too, coming up with critical stops that frustrated the 
Flames' attack. If Edmonton can do that again in the conference finals, 
Colorado's march to the Cup finals will be severely impeded -- and 
perhaps derailed. 
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The final four teams for the Stanley Cup playoffs are set after the New 
York Rangers eliminated the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 7 on Monday 
night. They'll face the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Eastern Conference 
final starting Wednesday night at Madison Square Garden. The Colorado 
Avalanche host the Edmonton Oilers in Game 1 of the Western 
Conference final Tuesday night. Here are some betting options for the 
penultimate round of the playoffs. 

Odds courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook. 

Colorado Avalanche vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Game 1 line: Avs -180 

Total: 7 goals 

Wyshynski's pick: Avalanche -1.5 games over Oilers (-115) 

What a fun series. Nathan MacKinnon swears that it's more than just him 
vs. Connor McDavid, and he's right. It's him and Mikko Rantanen and 
Cale Makar and Devon Toews vs. McDavid. Coach Jared Bednar hasn't 
shied away from going power vs. power and putting the MacKinnon line 
and his top defensive pairing out against the McDavid line in the regular 
season. If it comes down to depth vs. depth to determine the series, the 
Avalanche have a clear advantage, especially with the way Nazem Kadri 
is playing. The Avs are on a mission and just took out a St. Louis team in 
six games that was better, top to bottom, than Edmonton. The shortest 
odds are on this series ending in five games (+300). Whether it's in five 
or six, I'm comfortable laying the 1.5 games. 

New York Rangers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Game 1 line: Lightning -125 

Total: 5.5 goals 

Wyshynski's pick: Rangers +1.5 games over Lightning (-120) 

The goaltending duel between Tampa Bay's Andrei Vasilevskiy and New 
York's MVP candidate Igor Shesterkin could be one for the ages. They're 
at the heart of what could either be a long series or a potential Rangers 
upset. There's a lot to like with the Rangers here, from having home-ice 
advantage to rolling into the series with Game 7 victory momentum to a 
general "no quit" attitude. They still have issues at 5-on-5, which the 
Pittsburgh Penguins exploited in the first round, and the Lightning could 
do the same -- and Vasilevskiy is no Louis Dominque. But I like the +1.5 
here as upset insurance and in case it goes seven, even though my 
formal prediction is Lightning in six. 

Stanley Cup: Lightning over Avalanche (+300) 

The three-peat is the second-highest choice among Stanley Cup exacta 
wagering, behind the Avalanche thwarting the Lightning for the Cup. 
While the Avalanche are a wagon, the Lightning have given little 
indication that they're settling for anything less than a three-peat. Not a 
bad option to take a flyer on. 

Conn Smythe Trophy: Connor McDavid (+650) 

We're starting to get into "win or lose" territory with McDavid, who has 
been credited with the Edmonton Oilers' run even though he's tied with 
teammate Leon Draisaitl with 26 points and identical stats (7 goals, 19 
assists). If the Oilers somehow advance past the Avalanche, it's going to 
be McDavid who leads the charge. And if Edmonton plays for the Stanley 
Cup, the chances that McDavid could win the Conn Smythe, even if the 
Oilers fall short, won't be outlandish. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers prove to be nowhere near Avalanche's level in 
thrilling Game 1 spectacle 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 1, 2022, 1:31 AM 

 

DENVER —This was fun. Just not the kind of fun the Edmonton Oilers 
were hoping to have.  

This was Space Mountain without a seatbelt, a New York cab ride with a 
blindfold on, a trip down the backside at Lake Louise on a toboggan, as 
the Oilers faced off in the Colorado zone with 90 seconds left, their goalie 
pulled in a 7-6 game.  

It was great theatre — legendary! — that ended in an 8-6 Colorado 
victory. There, we’ve said it.  

But here’s the stark reality, folks: When the game was in the balance, the 
Edmonton Oilers could not defend the Colorado Avalanche, they could 
not skate with the Colorado Avalanche, and they could not keep the puck 
out of their net against this Avalanche team that the Oilers caught up to 
only after the score effects set in.  

The Oilers got their heinies kicked here, good and proper, on their first 
trip to a Western Conference Final since 2006.  

But there is an alternate reality: Edmonton lost Game 1 against Los 
Angles and Calgary earlier this spring, and won both of those series. Of 
course, that means nothing on this stage.  

“Colorado is a different animal,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who we 
will applaud for his approach to this loss.  

He didn’t blame it on a controversial goal that was the fifth goal on a 14-
goal night — “That’s not why we won or lost the game. We gave up way 
too much and we have things to clean up.” — and he didn’t moan about 
the ensuing powerplay goal, instead of challenging his team to get the kill 
and not make it a two-goal swing.  

To a man, the Oilers were not impressed by one of the zaniest games 
we’ve seen in ages — OK, at least two weeks — nor were they blaming 
their 1-0 series deficit on a referee or someone watching a video console 
in Toronto.  

They took a long, hard look in the mirror — the best thing an Oilers fan 
could hear this morning.  

“We obviously have to change something here,” said Leon Draisaitl, 
harkening back to the 9-6 loss in their Round 2 opener. “We can't be 
giving up that many goals and expect to win a Western Conference final 
game. That's the second time this has happened. We've got to make 
sure we're ready to go right off the bat.  

“And we will be better."  

Goalie Mike Smith, yanked 25 minutes into this one on a night when no 
goalie would have done much better, took the pragmatic view.  

“When you’re on the bench halfway through the game, it’s not a good 
sign,” he said, dressed in street clothes with his long hair tied neatly in a 
man bun. “When you’re giving up touchdowns in the last two series in 
Game 1, I think that’s not a good sign. But I think it shows a lot of our 
team that when we’re down, we’re not out of the fight, and continue to 
battle right to the end and play for each other.  

“That’s a good sign. But lots to clean up.”  

Touchdowns.  

Do Stanley Cup calibre teams give up “touchdowns?” Even once in a 
playoff run, let alone twice?  

Stanley Cup calibre teams know how to defend. How to give up less.  
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It’s how the Oilers played down the stretch, and a game they have to find 
against a powerhouse the likes of whom they have not yet encountered 
in this playoff run.  

“We know that we can skate with them. We're one of the fastest teams in 
the league,” reasoned Draisaitl “When we play to our strength and play to 
our quickness then we're a really hard team to handle. You can see 
spurts of it in the third period, but it's obviously not good enough if you're 
down 6-3, or whatever it is. You're just chasing the game from there. 
We've just got to come out a little sharper, a little harder."  

This was one hell of a spectacle, even if it was lost on most of its 
participants as they spoke moments after this 14-goal series opener.  

It was a series opener that lived up to its impossible hype, with an offside 
replay that taught us all something about the National Hockey League’s 
rulebook, a starting goalie who got pulled while the other starter pulled 
something, and an Avalanche of offence in an 8-6 game.  

It was the perfect hook to a series that might break all the TV records for 
a Round 3 series, because there isn’t a hockey fan on earth who won’t 
tune in to Game 2 to see what these two teams have in store.  

But it was also the worst-case scenario for Edmonton, who were not 
close to Colorado’s level until the final 25 minutes of this one, with the 
score at 7-3.  

It’s a problem they solved against the Calgary Flames, winning Game 2 
and never looking back.  

Can they pull their defensive game together against a team as dynamic 
as the Avalanche?  

Only this much do we know for sure: The hockey world will be watching.  

With a start like this, who won’t be watching Thursday’s Game 2? 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Kuemper's status uncertain, Francouz could play 
pivotal role for Avalanche 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 1, 2022, 2:08 AM 

 

DENVER — Pavel Francouz, the crease is yours. 

What are you going to do with this glorious opportunity? 

Whether this is going to be a temporary situation or something longer 
term, Colorado Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar isn’t giving any 
hints one way or the other. 

Summoned from the bullpen when starting goalie Darcy Kuemper left 
with an upper-body issue with 12:41 left in the second period of Game 1 
of the Western Conference Final, Francouz calmly entered the game and 
made 18 saves, preserving an 8-6 victory over the Edmonton Oilers in a 
game that absolutely lived up to the enormous hype. 

Francouz was alerted by one of the trainers a couple of shifts earlier that 
his services might be required and that Kuemper was dealing with an 
issue, so he had time to get loose and stretch out, but that didn’t mean 
he got to ease into the action. 

“It’s obviously easier if you have a pretty good lead, so I think that kind of 
helped us for sure,” said Francouz, who was 15-5-1 with a 2.55 goals-
against average and .916 save percentage during the regular season. 

“First of all, I’m preparing for the game the same way if I’m playing or if 
I’m not playing. That’s something I’ve learned from my career. During the 
game I’m trying to follow every play, trying to open the doors for the guys 
and that kind of keeps me in the game. 

“I didn’t feel cold for like five seconds, I was warm pretty quickly. That 
wasn’t an issue. We all know what kind of players are on these two 
teams and we didn’t plan to play such a game, but we take this win for 
sure and we move forward.” 

The status of Kuemper, who endured a few hiccups last round against 
the St. Louis Blues, could become a big storyline as this series develops, 
depending on how much time he misses — and how Francouz performs. 

As for the first part of that equation? 

“We’ll see,” said Bednar, when asked if this was going to be a day-to-day 
ailment or something that could be more problematic. 

One thing we know for sure is that turning to Francouz isn’t quite as 
stressful for the Avalanche as it might be for some teams, given he’s 
carried the load of a No. 1 guy for stretches in the past few seasons. 
Francouz also already saw action in the first round against the Nashville 
Predators when Kuemper missed time after taking a stick in the eye from 
Ryan Johansen. 

“Great demeanour, right? Calm, cool, collected guy,” said Bednar. “Great 
teammate. Guys love playing in front of him. I have a lot of faith in him. 
So does our team. So having a guy like that's obviously key. (You) see 
through the playoffs how many teams are onto their second goalie and 
some teams' third, and trying to survive you got to have capable 
goaltending from more than one guy, and we have it.” 

Francouz gave up three goals in relief, but he also made some saves to 
ensure the Avalanche never lost the lead, salting things away on a late 
empty-netter from captain Gabe Landeskog. 

“He was great. That's hard. I mean, playing two (of) best players in the 
world, peppering you as soon as you come in,” said Avalanche centre 
Nathan MacKinnon, who was flying all night long and chipped in a goal 
and an assist. “It was really impressive. He works his tail off every day so 
wasn't surprised and trust him as well. Hopefully (Kuemper) is okay and 
we get him back. But it is what it is. We’re going to have to do our best 
with whoever we have.” 

On a night where the Avalanche took care of a number of important 
spaces on the checklist — a host of stars performing admirably, 
secondary scoring stepping to the forefront (including another fourth-line 
goal, this one from Andrew Cogliano), chasing opposition goalie Mike 
Smith after scoring six on him in just over 26 minutes of work — their 
attention to detail in the defensive zone was lacking at various points of 
the game, which ensured this contest was closer than it needed to be. 

A pivotal play in the game was made by Avalanche defenceman Cale 
Makar, who instinctively pushed the puck in front of him as he entered 
the offensive zone with winger Valeri Nichushkin trying to tag up to 
negate the delayed offside. 

Using his skating ability, Makar exploded into the zone and ripped a shot 
high over the glove of Smith with 13.6 seconds to go in the first period, 
restoring a one-goal lead nine seconds after Zach Hyman tied the 
contest at a time when the Avalanche were carrying the bulk of the play 
but couldn’t pull away. 

The initial reaction from most people who saw the replay is that Makar 
had control of the puck on the entry, but according to the rule in question: 
since the puck was not on his stick upon entry, he only regained 
possession when it got back on his stick inside the offensive zone. 

By the time that occurred, Nichushkin was ruled to be onside, so not only 
was the call on the ice allowed to stand, but the Oilers were given a 
delay-of-game minor on the play for the failed coach’s challenge. 

“I just saw Cale step up, great gap. He's able to smother the play coming 
out of their zone and he got the puck he wanted and he jumped by it and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 1, 2022 

 

went on the attack,” said Bednar. “Whether he didn't touch it on purpose 
or not, I have no idea. ... Certainly something he's capable of doing. 
(Nichushkin) does a nice job hustling out before he touches it, and 
obviously great shot.” 

Was Makar aware of the rule in real-time and did it factor into his 
decision-making process? 

“I haven’t even seen the replay yet,” said Makar. “I knew that they were 
trying to get out of the zone and my instinct was to try to give them as 
much time as possible, so I don’t know if I lifted my stick away from the 
puck or whatnot. 

“It didn’t feel great when they snap-called that challenge there. I’ll take a 
look at it, but maybe lucky.” 

That bit of good fortune for Makar and the Avalanche went a step further 
when Nazem Kadri added a power-play marker during the delay-of-game 
penalty, making it a 4-2 game. 

The pace in this game was frenetic and you could see why both of these 
clubs were able to feast on turnovers in transition. 

One thing the Avalanche did extremely well, especially in the first period, 
was establish a cycle game and contest virtually every puck, spending 
long stretches in the offensive zone and forcing the Oilers to defend. 

The entertainment value in the contest was outstanding, but it also left 
players and coaches on both teams visibly frustrated, though it was a 
little easier for the Avalanche to digest after moving within three wins of 
qualifying for the Stanley Cup Final. 

They also expect a better overall effort from the Oilers in Game 2 on 
Thursday and know that clamping down is the top priority as this series 
continues. 

“If we want to win more games in the series, we have a bit of cleanup (to 
take care of),” said versatile Avalanche forward J.T. Compher, who 
scored a pair of goals to give him four in the past two games. “We can do 
a much better job defensively. Throughout our lineup we can be much 
better defensively and make it harder on their forwards. We don't want to 
play the game that we played (Tuesday). We want to be tighter 
defensively.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rangers outlast Hurricanes with timely offence, 
tremendous goaltending 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

May 31, 2022, 12:47 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes' run of success at home was abruptly ended 
Monday night, their first post-season PNC Arena loss in 2022 ending 
their season in Round 2. 

After such dominance in front of the home crowd against Boston and 
New York, Carolina's 6-2 loss in Game 7 will be a tough pill to swallow. 
The power play was absent again, more bad luck hit their crease with 
another injury mid-way through the game, and another big hit by Jacob 
Trouba became a key moment that will earn him no fans in Carolina. 

And now, again, this is a group that will head into the off-season 
wondering what the heck they have to do differently to really break 
through as a top team in their conference. 

"This is always tough, tougher maybe because I felt like we were in a 
different spot this year. We were right there," Canes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "That makes it a little tougher. And it's another chance, 
I don't want to say lost, but it's another year you don't get that chance. 
Very proud of the group though. Phenomenal year." 

The New York Rangers, on the other hand, have overcome some 
concerning season-long underlying numbers and, with tremendous play 
in net and timely offence from their top players, will return to the Eastern 
Conference Final for the first time since 2015. And they'll get a chance at 
revenge, too, because they'll play the same opponent they drew the last 
time they were here -- though the Tampa Bay Lightning arrive as back-to-
back champs in 2022. 

The Rangers are in for their toughest test yet and, finally, won't have 
such an advantage in the crease. While most of New York's playoff 
games this season have come against the other team's second- and 
third-stringers, now they'll meet Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

But before we turn the page and focus on the East Final, let's look back 
at some of what we saw in Game 7 between New York and Carolina. 

NHL Game 7 Highlights: Rangers 6, Hurricanes 2 

The Hurricanes finished the regular season with the league's 13th-ranked 
power play, clicking at 22 per cent, but it had been a sagging situation for 
some time. From March 1 through the end of the regular season -- a 30-
game period -- Carolina's power play ranked 26th at 15.6 per cent. In 
their last 10 games, they converted on just three of 24 PP attempts. 

So the fact that Carolina continued to have issues on the man advantage 
in the playoffs isn't shocking with that context in mind, but it's still hard to 
believe a team with their offensive talent couldn't find a way to adjust. In 
Games 6 and 7 with a chance to close out the Rangers, Carolina scored 
once on the power play in seven opportunities and it was the obvious 
difference in Game 7. The Canes had their shots here and where the 
Rangers went 2-for-3, the Canes went 1-for-4, the lone tally cutting a 
four-goal deficit to three with just half a period left. 

Too little, far too late. 

Their only other power play goal in the series was in Game 5, and it was 
the game-winner off Teuvo Teravainen's stick. 

As they did all series, the Canes had a distinct advantage in opportunities 
at 5-on-5, where they had 29 more shot attempts and seven more high 
dangers opportunities than New York, but Shesterkin was a stud and 
nullified that advantage. It's what he did all season for a Rangers team 
that was more often than not handled at evens. 

Carolina needed to find better control on the man advantage, open up 
Shesterkin with royal road passes, and just get to the higher quality areas 
more often for their shots. They managed just five shots in four 5-on-4 
opportunities and got just two high danger looks. With your season on 
the line and afforded ample power play chances, the Canes were too 
comfortable with outside shots. 

Not a recipe for success against the best goalie in the NHL this season. 

If that last sentence was at all controversial, well, next round will 
showcase the top two goalies going right now. Andrei Vasilevskiy is the 
established "best goalie in the world" who has been absolutely 
unbeatable in must-win playoff games the past three seasons, though he 
wasn't a Vezina finalist in 2021-22. Shesterkin is the Next One, this 
year's Vezina favourite, who himself has won five straight playoff 
elimination games, with a .930 save percentage. 

In Game 7 against the Hurricanes Shesterkin was his difference-making 
self and while the final score was a blow out in New York's favour, there 
were certainly times when Carolina could have gotten on the board first, 
or crawled back into the game when it was early enough to not be out of 
reach yet. 

His first period was especially important, when Shesterkin faced 16 shots 
and turned aside all of them. It was the best 20 minutes of Carolina's 
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evening and their inability to get one goal there really left them in a tough 
hole. 

"He's done it all year. Nothing surprises me," Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said of his netminder. "We're not perfect, but we find ways to 
win." 

Shesterkin was masterful, and now will face the master at his position in 
the conference final. The advantage New York has held in goal in their 
first two rounds will not exist anymore. Welcome to the Conference 
Finals. Welcome to the Jungle. 

While Adam Fox will get star treatment heading into the next round, and 
rightly so, Jacob Trouba figures to be a major factor for the Rangers on 
the blue line. 

Averaging over 25 minutes a game, Trouba logged 24 minutes of ice in 
Game 7, had a game-leading five blocked shots and two recorded hits. 
It's that physical nature that will come in handy next round against a 
fresher Lightning team. No one on the Rangers comes close to the 
number of hits Trouba has thrown around in these playoffs. 

But with his style comes controversy from time to time, and the chance of 
suspension is always just around the corner. Trouba has had a few of 
those moments in these playoffs. 

Just six days before Game 7 against Carolina, Trouba levelled Max Domi 
in Game 4 action on a hit that some thought should have lead to 
supplemental discipline, though did not get called as a penalty. Trouba 
ultimately avoided any punishment here. 

In Round 1, Trouba's hit on Sidney Crosby removed the Penguins' 
superstar from Game 5 and he had to sit out Game 6 as well. Though 
there was no penalty called on this play either, the Penguins thought 
there was intent here, and also called out an elbow Trouba had thrown 
earlier in the game on Jake Guentzel. 

So it was in Game 7 against Carolina that a Trouba hit again became a 
key turning point, and a controversial moment to some. 

With the Rangers holding just a one-goal lead midway into the first 
period, Trouba went straight through Seth Jarvis as the rookie forward -- 
and key shooter on Carolina's power play -- tried to make a play in the 
offensive zone. Jarvis was left in distress and crawling back to the bench 
as the Rangers took play the other way. And as Jarvis struggled to get off 
the ice, his replacement jumped the bench early in defensive desperation 
and forced a too many men penalty against Carolina. 

The Rangers scored on the ensuing power play to open a two-goal lead 
they never turned back from. 

"That summed it all up in that shift. (Necas) jumping over, he doesn't 
realize Jarvy's toast," Brind'Amour said. "That was a tough blow in this 
game." 

While there was some online debate over the legality of the play, and 
understandable frustration that Jarvis was in such rough shape and 
couldn't return to the game as the play in question went unpenalized, a 
reminder of how Rule 48 reads makes it clear that, by the book, Trouba 
did nothing illegal here. The pertinent part of that rule reads... 

Illegal Check to the Head: A hit resulting in contact with an opponent’s 
head where the head was the main point of contact and such contact to 
the head was avoidable is not permitted. In determining whether contact 
with an opponent's head was avoidable, the circumstances of the hit 
including the following shall be considered: 

(i) Whether the player attempted to hit squarely through the opponent’s 
body and the head was not "picked" as a result of poor timing, poor angle 
of approach, or unnecessary extension of the body upward or outward. 

There will be no supplemental discipline here, and you can bet Trouba 
will be someone to watch next round against the Lightning. 

It was absolutely brutal goalie injury luck that bit the Carolina Hurricanes 
in the end this season. For a team that has been building up its skill base 

for a few years and was always held back somewhat by what they had -- 
or didn't have -- in net, this season was supposed to be different. 

It's why they brought in Frederik Andersen for a seeming bargain at $4.5 
million, a slight paycut from his Toronto days. Andersen delivered all 
regular season, and he was firmly within the top five players at his 
position. 

But an injury at the tail end of the regular season persisted through two 
rounds of the playoffs and Andersen was never healthy enough to return 
for the Canes. He was still watching from the press box in Game 7, which 
meant the second- and third-stringers were tasked to face down 
Shesterkin's magic. And Carolina needed them both. 

When looking back at this series, the difference in goaltending will be a 
focus, and a lot of that will be because Shesterkin really earned the 
accolades he's getting for such a stellar showing. But Raanta does not 
deserve any disdain for his performance -- on the contrary, he gave the 
Canes everything you could have hoped for from a backup put into such 
a prolonged tough spot. 

Raanta stopped 16 of the 18 shots he faced Monday night, but a mid-
game injury forced him from the crease with the Hurricanes trailing 2-0. 
Third-stringer Pyotr Kochetkov came in to replace him, immediately faced 
a couple of 2-on-1s and allowed a goal that opened the deficit to three 
goals. This is where the game slid away from Carolina. 

The 33-year-old Raanta had five career playoff games of experience 
prior to this run, all of which were relief appearances and none returned 
great performances. And yet put into this crease, for a team with the 
heavy weight of expectation as a division winner, Raanta cannot be 
blamed for the elimination. He finishes the playoffs with a .922 save 
percentage, 2.26 GAA and held his own in Game 7. 

It was unfortunate how his playoff run ended in injury, but it was a heck of 
an effort for Raanta over a couple of rounds. 

Carolina's elimination had far more to do with struggling special teams 
and a lack of offensive finish than its goaltending. 
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USA TODAY / 'A fun atmosphere': Wayne Gretzky happy in 'NHL on 
TNT' studio role, has no desire to enter broadcast booth 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

Don't expect The Great One to be working from the broadcast booth 
much in the future. 

Wayne Gretzky loves his day job -- as an analyst on the "NHL On TNT" 
studio show alongside Rick Tocchet, Anson Carter, Paul Bissonnette and 
host Liam McHugh -- that much.  

"We have a lot of fun on the panel," Gretzky said on a conference call 
with reporters Tuesday. "We really enjoy being together. It's fun to have 
chemistry right off the bat."  

Since he retired in 1999 as the NHL's all-time leading scorer – along with 
dozens of other records he still holds – Gretzky has missed playing. 

He realized long ago he wanted to give his life to the game and saw the 
Turner gig as an opportunity to stay connected, which he appreciates – 
from the parity between teams to the stars' skill level to the direction of 
the league.  
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His friendship with Charles Barkley, a panelist on TNT's "Inside the NBA" 
who spoke highly of the Turner Sports team, also pushed him into the 
role. 

"Probably, he was underrating it," Gretzky said. "It's an even better and 
nicer group than I could have imagined. It's kind of a fun atmosphere to 
be in." 

NHL PLAYOFF PICKS: Which teams will meet in the Stanley Cup Final?  

Everyone brings something different to the program, Gretzky said, 
whether it's a quip from Bissonnette or a breakdown from Tocchet. Most 
importantly, they all get along.  

"We can debate each other. We can argue with each other. And once we 
leave the studio, it's over and done with," said Gretzky, who welcomes 
the conflict. "It's good not to always agree with each other. I think that's 
part of what's made it fun." 

Gretzky and his studio-mates will be on-site for the Western Conference 
Finals starting Tuesday night in Denver between the Colorado Avalanche 
and Edmonton Oilers. He said he's ready to travel, but not at the rates of 
TNT broadcast analysts Darren Pang, Keith Jones and Eddie Olcyzk. 

"Their jobs are safe," Gretzky said. "That's not for me."  

So while one GOAT (Tom Brady) has post-retirement plans involving the 
booth, Gretzky appears content in the studio. 

An empty-nester, Gretzky moved to Florida to be close to his three 
grandchildren who live there. It's also an hour flight to Atlanta for the TNT 
show. 

"(Broadcasters) work a lot harder than any of us on the panel," Gretzky 
said. "Trust me."  

Wayne Gretzky says Paul Bissonnette 'an incredible story' 

Tocchet and Gretzky were teammates later in their careers with the Los 
Angeles Kings and had remained friends. That was key, Gretzky said, 
because it helped the other three realize he's "one of the guys." 

That's especially true of Bissonnette, the quintet's edgier wild card who 
befriended Gretzky's sons while playing for the Arizona Coyotes. He 
entered media once his playing days ended, hosts a hockey podcast for 
Barstool Sports and now sits next to Gretzky once a week (and more 
often during the playoffs).   

Gretzky called Bissonnette "an incredible story" whose career essentially 
began once he retired from the game thanks to hard work and a passion 
for hockey. 

"Obviously, he's off-the-cuff," Gretzky said of Bissonnette. "But he's a 
smarter hockey person than I think people thought going into this year. 
He knows the game. He respects the game, and I can't say enough good 
things about him."  
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USA TODAY / NHL playoff picks for who reaches Stanley Cup Final: 
Avalanche or Oilers? Lightning or Rangers? 

 

Jimmy Hascup 

USA TODAY 

 

The Colorado Avalanche and Edmonton Oilers waited 20 years and 16 
years, respectively, to reach the conference finals. 

And now, the matchup could be one for the ages. 

The key will be the play of two former No. 1 overall draft picks: 
Colorado's Nathan MacKinnon (2013) and Edmonton's Connor McDavid 
(2015), McDavid has 26 points in 12 games and MacKinnon had a 
spectacular end-to-end rush to cap off a hat trick. 

Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl is tied with McDavid in points while linemate 
Evander Kane leads the playoffs with 12 goals. Colorado defenseman 
Cale Makar is dangerous on the rush and Nazem Kadri had a big hat 
trick during trying circumstances. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning, bidding for a third consecutive Stanley Cup, 
will face the New York Rangers in the Eastern Conference final. The 
focus in this series will be on the goalies. New York's Igor Shesterkin is 
the expected Vezina Trophy winner and Andrei Vasilevskiy is money in 
the playoffs.  

Jimmy Hascup: Avalanche in six. Nathan MacKinnon vs. Connor 
McDavid is a matchup that has hockey fans salivating. While McDavid 
has somehow reached another level in these playoffs, it won't be enough 
against the Avalanche, who are a well-rounded team with offensive 
firepower of its own. I don't really trust either goalie, so this could be a 
high-scoring series, one that the Avs are battle-tested for after a tougher-
than-expected series against the Blues. 

Mike Brehm: Avalanche in six. Connor McDavid has been impressive on 
both ends of the ice. But he'll be facing a defense that's deep even with 
the loss of Sam Girard. If the Avalanche can keep McDavid from 
dominating — he had four assists in three regular-season games  — 
Colorado has the offensive depth to advance. 

Jace Evans: Avalanche in five: Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are 
having the best offensive postseasons we’ve seen in some time. But the 
Avs have plenty of stars, too, and more crucially, have better depth and 
some all-world defensemen. 

New York Rangers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hascup: Rangers in six. New York has defied expectations through the 
first two rounds, so why not now? Sure, the Lightning are the favorites 
and they've proven they can beat teams in a variety of ways, but the 
Rangers' time was going to come eventually. Their top players have 
played better as the playoffs have progressed, the young ones are 
standing out and Igor Shesterkin is at the top of his game. Tampa is the 
more rested team this series, but the core group has still played a lot of 
hockey over the past two seasons, so the "fatigue" factor might not be as 
big of an issue against a Rangers team that has played back-to-back 
seven-game series.  

Brehm: Lightning in six. Outside one game, the Rangers didn't face a No. 
1 goalie in the playoffs. Now, they face Andrei Vasilevskiy, last year's 
Conn Smythe winner. He had a 0.75 goals-against average and a .981 
save percentage in a sweep of the No. 1 overall Florida Panthers. If the 
Rangers continue to be outshot and force Igor Shesterkin to save them, 
that could spell trouble against the playoff-tested Lightning. 

Evans: Lightning in six. The Rangers have showed incredible resiliency 
these playoffs, but their seven-game grind against the Hurricanes 
provided critical rest for the two-time defending champs. 
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