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Hurricanes players cope with disappointment of their season ending after Game 7 loss 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes players and coaches were at PNC 
Arena on Wednesday, but not for a morning skate or to 
prepare for the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Canes’ season is over. The New York Rangers saw to 
that Monday by winning Game 7 of the second-round playoff 
series. All that’s left for the Canes are the players’ end-of-
season meetings with management and exit interviews with 
the media. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was on the ice, but he was 
working with his son, Skyler. The sound of their skates and 
sticks all but echoed in the empty arena. 

For most of the Canes players, the feeling bordered on 
surreal. In their minds, the Eastern Conference final should 
have started Wednesday night with Game 1 between the 
Canes and Lightning and PNC Arena full and loud. 

“I still can’t believe that it’s over,” forward Teuvo Teravainen 
said. 

To which defenseman Brett Pesce added, “To be honest, I 
still feel like we have a game today.” 

At the same time, Pesce knows why the Canes don’t have a 
game to play saying, “The best teams find ways to win, no 
matter how you do it, and we didn’t do that.” 

Two days after the fact, after the 6-2 loss to the Rangers, the 
players still were coming to grips with their Game 7 failure, 
with having their Stanley Cup hopes cruelly come to an end. 

There was some news Wednesday: goalie Frederik 
Andersen said he suffered an MCL tear in the April 16 
games at Colorado. He also said had the Canes gotten past 
the Rangers — and with goalie Antti Raanta injured in Game 
7 — he might have been able to return and play. 

“I was getting real close,” Andersen said Wednesday. “That 
adds to the bitterness and frustration about losing.” 

Sebastian Aho said the “anger” from it will drive him through 
the summer workouts in Finland, adding to his motivation. 
Andrei Svechnikov and others said much the same. 

“When we played that last game, no one would have 
believed this would be over,” Svechnikov said. “We thought 
we were going to win that game and we’re going to go 
farther. That’s very frustrating and (I’m) still feeling pretty 
bad.” 

But that’s only a part of winning a Cup, defenseman Ian Cole 
said. It takes more than hard work and the drive to win. 

Cole won two Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins. As a part 
of championship teams, he has a grasp on what separates 
those who win Cups and those who want to win Cups. 

“The sour taste in mouths at the end of the season will 
overshadow anything positive,” he said. “I think there were a 
lot of good things, definitely. But ultimately we lost. We didn’t 
win. 

“I think it’s easy to say, ‘Oh, we had a really good year, that 
was great, good job guys.’ But ultimately it doesn’t really 
matter how good the year is unless you win the Stanley Cup. 
Everyone always says, ‘We’ll get ‘em next year, get ‘em next 
year,’ but there’s only so many next years and so many 
opportunities you get to have a really good hockey team to 
take advantage of a really good position with a great home 
record and all the things lined up for us.” 

The Canes won the first games of the opening round against 
Boston at PNC Arena, but needed seven games to win the 
series. They did the same against the Rangers, but fell short 
in Game 7. In neither series could they win a road game. 

“Being able to recognize the situation and the level of 
desperation you need to play with to win consistently in the 
playoffs was not there,” Cole said. “That is disappointing. I 
think over time guys will realize how hard it is to win. People 
can say it but until you do it … 

“I think it manifests itself in the teams that had to lose 
significantly to become good hockey teams that have won – 
you look at Washington or St. Louis. There’s no better way to 
learn than to lose. I just wish we could have learned on the 
fly rather than have to lose to learn those hard lessons ... At 
some point we’re going to have to realize that this is really 
hard.” 
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Down Goes Brown: The 21 most disappointing players from the 2022 playoffs 

By Sean McIndoe 

We’re into the third round of what’s so far been one of the 
best postseasons ever, and even cranky old sportswriters 
are writing glowing puff pieces about how great everything 
has been. 

You know what that means: It’s time to spend an entire post 
being negative about the players who’ve disappointed us. 

Yes, it’s the annual all-disappointment team, where we build 
a 21-man roster out of all the so-called stars who let us down 
this spring. These aren’t the worst players from the 2022 
playoffs, because that would just be a list of fourth-liners who 
barely played. No, we’re going to focus on players who are 
notable because our expectations were high. Too high, in 
some cases? Sure, probably, but that’s half the fun. Your 
team would have won if you’d just scored a dozen more 
goals or so, you fraud. 

(By the way, Connor McDavid was on last year’s team. Is 
that the sole reason he’s dominating this year? I’m not 
saying that, but I’m not denying it either.) 

We’ll go with three goalies, six defensemen and 12 forwards, 
with at least one representative from each of the eliminated 
teams but nobody getting more than two, because I like to 
make things more complicated than they need to be. And to 
really add an element of risk, I’m also going to include one 
player from each of the four teams that are still alive. I’m sure 
that won’t come back to bite me at all. 

As always, when you’re celebrating failure, you build from 
the net out. We’ll go with three goalies, since the way this 
year has gone, we’ll probably need them. 

Goaltenders 

Jacob Markstrom, Flames 
We don’t often get our starting goalie from a team that won a 
round, let alone a seven-game goaltending battle that saw 
him post a .943 save percentage. But Markstrom isn’t here 
because of what he did against Dallas. Instead, it’s all about 
the Battle of Alberta, in which the “sea of red” referred to the 
lights behind Markstrom’s back. 

Facing the team he shunned in free agency two years ago, 
Markstrom got shelled to the tune of an .852 save 
percentage and 24 goals allowed. While we applaud him for 
getting into the whole 1980s spirit of the rivalry, his ill-timed 
cold streak wiped out any chance the Flames had of keeping 
up with the Oilers’ offense. 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Wild 
Fleury wasn’t exactly bad for Minnesota. He couldn’t do 
much in Game 1 when his team was shut out, and he gave 
up just three goals over the next two to get them back into 
the series lead. It’s not even that Games 4 or 5 were on him. 
He was fine. 

But fine isn’t what you’re looking for when you make a guy 
your big deadline acquisition. Fleury was meant to be the last 
piece that would get the Wild over the hump, or at least into 
the conversation as a legitimate threat to the Avalanche. 
Instead, Fleury was on the bench by the end of the series, 
watching Cam Talbot start Game 6. If anything, you could 
make the case that the trade ended up hurting the Wild, 
because now Fleury is a pending UFA and Talbot is unhappy 
with how everything was handled. No guts no glory, but we 
have the benefit of hindsight on this team. 

Jack Campbell, Maple Leafs 
There are two categories that are usually crowded for this 
column, but are surprisingly tough to fill this year: 
goaltenders and Maple Leafs. The latter is kind of weird, 
given that they lost yet again, but the stars all played well 
enough and the only guy who really stood out as a goat was 
Alex Kerfoot for a few games. When everyone plays up to 
expectations and you still lose, is that bad? It feels bad. 

As for the goalies, we certainly saw some bad performances, 
but it was either from guys you’d expect (like Vitek Vanecek 
and the Predators’ backups) or guys who quickly got shown 
the bench (like Linus Ullmark). And then there’s Campbell, 
who stands as the only goalie in this year’s postseason to 
start at least seven games and post a save percentage 
under .900. He wasn’t awful, aside from that one blowout 
where the whole team no-showed. But after Jon Cooper 
dropped his comment about a 3.50 GAA after Game 3, 
Campbell went on to give up 14 goals in the next four, so the 
math checks out. Campbell was fantastic last year against 
Montreal when virtually nobody else on the team was; this 
year he was OK against a great team. Both years, one extra 
save could have been the difference. 

Defensemen 

Roman Josi, Predators 
Coming off one of the best offensive seasons by a 
defenseman in recent history, Josi had just two points 
against the Avalanche, and couldn’t do much to contain 
Colorado’s offensive stars. This is his second year in a row 
on this roster, by the way. Does that mean something? Yeah, 
it means he’s really good and the playoffs are weird. 

Kris Letang, Penguins 
In what may have been his swan song as a Penguin, Letang 
was held to just one goal and four points against the 
Rangers, a disappointing total after he posted a career high 
in points during the regular season. And none of the offense 
came after Sidney Crosby was hurt, which was when the 
Penguins needed him most. 

Darnell Nurse, Oilers 
Oh good, it’s our first name from a team that’s still in it. The 
soon-to-be $9.25-million man has just two goals and four 
points through 12 games, and was on the ice for a total of 
nine goals in the Oilers’ pair of Game 1 debacles against 
Calgary and Colorado. To make matters worse, he also got 
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himself suspended for a brutal headbutt against the Kings, 
missing an elimination game that could have ended his 
team’s season. But unlike most of this roster, he still has a 
chance to redeem himself. 

Ryan Suter, Stars 
Goals were tough to come by for both teams in the series 
between the Stars and Flames, so maybe you shrug off 
Suter having just three points, all of them secondary assists. 
But his possession and expected goal numbers were both 
around the 40-percent mark at five-on-five, which isn’t a 
great sign for a veteran who’s 37 years old and still has three 
years left on his deal. 

Noah Hanifin, Flames 
We all know that plus-minus is a bad stat, but it can still tell 
us something in the extremes. For example, when a player is 
a league-worst minus-11 in 12 games, that’s bad. Mix it with 
just three assists and a few notable turnovers, including on 
the season-ending overtime goal, and it was a forgettable 
playoff run for Hanifin and partner Rasmus Andersson, who 
couldn’t stop or even slow down the Oilers’ stars. 

Ben Chiarot, Panthers 
The golden boy of the trade deadline looked like a great fit in 
Florida during the regular season, but he had a rough 
postseason. He posted just one point, a secondary assist 
against Washington. Granted, he’s not a guy who’s there to 
score. But his defensive game didn’t help much either, with 
possession and expected goals both under 50 percent at 
five-on-five. When you give up your first-rounder for a rental, 
it’s fair to say you’re hoping for more of an impact. 

Forwards 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Panthers 
After a phenomenal year that saw him take a run at the Art 
Ross and shatter the assist record for a left winger, 
Huberdeau had a decidedly lackluster postseason. He 
managed just a goal and two assists in six games against 
the Capitals (with the goal coming in a 6-1 loss). 

The good news is he lead the team in scoring in Round 2 
against Tampa; the bad news is he did that with two points. 
Yeah, there could be a few Panther forwards on this team. 
But any way you slice it, five points in two rounds isn’t great 
for a guy we were told should be a Hart Trophy favorite. 

Alexander Ovechkin, Capitals 
All he does is score. Except this time he didn’t, with just one 
goal in six games against the Panthers. Nobody would blame 
him for the Caps losing the series, because nobody expected 
them to win in the first place, or even last as long as they did. 
But with two of the Panthers’ four wins coming in overtime, 
even one or two more Ovechkin goals could have turned the 
series. 

Mikko Rantanen, Avalanche 
Yes, it’s another dreaded “pick a guy whose team is still alive 
in the playoffs” move. These are always fun, especially when 
it’s someone as talented as Rantanen, because it virtually 
guarantees that we’ll end up as fodder for the “that didn’t age 
well” crowd. But we’re only focused on what’s happened so 
far, and Rantanen had just one goal through two rounds — a 
meaningless empty-netter that turned a two-goal lead into a 
three-goal lead with two seconds left in regulation. He did 

beat a goaltender on Tuesday, because everyone did, but it 
took him a while. 

To put this a little differently: How terrifying is it that the 
Avalanche were rolling without Rantanen scoring goals, and 
what happens if he heats up now? 

Filip Forsberg, Predators 
The Predators would have needed a miracle against the 
Avalanche, especially without Juuse Saros, so we certainly 
can’t blame Forsberg for a sweep we all saw coming. Still, 
when you’re coming off a season that saw you score at a 
100-point pace, you’d probably like to head into free agency 
with a bit more postseason padding on your resume than 
one goal and no assists. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes 
He made this roster last year, although it was a half-hearted 
pick where I just needed a player from Carolina. It’s a little 
easier this year, after Svechnikov posted just five points in 14 
games. Four of those were goals, but only one came against 
the Rangers, and two of his five points were on empty-
netters. 

Anze Kopitar, Kings 
It’s tough to find an especially disappointing King, since the 
fact that they were even in the playoffs felt like a win for a 
rebuilding team with a bright future. But we said that 
everyone would get at least one slot, so let’s give this one to 
Kopitar. He had just one goal and four points against 
Edmonton, and half his production came in a game his team 
lost 8-2. And his on-ice goals percentage was just 35 
percentage across all situations, and just over 30 percent at 
five-on-five. 

Taylor Hall, Bruins 
I was initially going to go with Nick Foligno’s one-point 
performance, but then I realized he only scored two goals all 
season, so maybe the playoffs were an upgrade. Instead, 
we’ll go with Hall, who once again failed to be a difference-
maker as a secondary scoring threat. He had just two goals, 
none after Game 3, and just two secondary assists to go with 
them. In two postseasons and three rounds as a Bruin, he’s 
put up just nine points. 

Kevin Fiala, Wild 
Another returning member from last year’s roster, Fiala didn’t 
score a goal and managed just one primary point in six 
games against the Blues. It was a rough end to what had 
been a breakout year, and you wonder how it impacts his 
trade value and/or next contract. For what it’s worth, Fiala 
has been to the playoffs six times now in his career, and has 
just 15 points in 35 games to show for it. 

Kaapo Kakko, Rangers 
If I’ve learned anything from Rangers fans over the last three 
seasons, it’s that it’s always too early to expect the No. 2 
pick from 2019 to do all that much. His stat sheet shows 26 
goals and 58 points, which would be a decent season for a 
21-year-old except that it’s his three-year career total. Still, I 
realize it’s too early, and he did have a nifty assist last night, 
so I will not suggest that his lack of production is in any way 
concerning. I’ll simply include him and his meager one goal 
and four points in 15 games on this roster, virtually 
guaranteeing that the big breakout finally comes against 
Tampa, probably tomorrow night in Game 2. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 2, 2022 

 

Ivan Barbashev, Blues 
I was thinking of giving the Blues’ spot to the goal-less 
Brayden Schenn, but given the injuries we now know he was 
playing through, there are better options. It comes down to 
Barbashev or Robert Thomas, and while the latter had higher 
expectations after a breakout year, it’s hard to ignore 
Barbashev’s no goals and two assists after a 60-point 
season. 

Alex Killorn, Lightning 
We said we’d include one player from every team, but it’s 

tough to find anyone playing poorly on the Lightning these 
days. Maybe you could go with expensive deadline pickup 
Brandon Hagel’s one goal through two rounds, or maybe 
Anthony Cirelli. I’ll go with Killorn, who was fourth in team 
scoring during the season and almost a point-a-game player 
during last year’s playoff run, but who doesn’t have a goal 
yet this spring and no points at all since the Toronto series. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes 
I legitimately forgot he was on the team. In related news, he 
had two secondary assists in 14 games. 
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Day One Exit Interviews: The Leadership Group 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - There was frustration, disappointment and 
some remaining disbelief Wednesday as over half of the 
Carolina Hurricanes roster met with the media for the final 
time this season. 

"We missed an opportunity," a visibly angered Sebastian 
Aho offered. 

"The expectations we had going into the year, we didn't meet 
them," Jaccob Slavin echoed. 

And as for Jordan Martinook, who has experienced the 
dissatisfying outcome of four seasons in Carolina, "This 
one's the worst, by a long shot. This will sting for a while." 

Although the team had their best regular season in franchise 
history, there were no players taking solace in that today. 
There was no shying away from the fact that the team had 
failed at their goal of which they set out to attain at the 
beginning of the season, which was to bring Raleigh another 
Stanley Cup. 

For a second consecutive postseason they were eliminated 
during the second round, this time after a slew of offseason 
moves were made with the intention of getting the team 
beyond that hump. 

"This year's probably even worse," Aho spoke of the hurt. 
"It's not a great feeling to feel like you missed an opportunity 
to do something special with this group." 

"This was by far the best team I've been on here," Martinook 
further contributed. "[We had] depth, everybody bought in 
from day one how we were going to do it. There was a lot of 
new guys and there wasn't really a lull of trying to get 
everybody acclimated. It all just felt natural from the 
beginning and it never felt like we were going to lose. It just 
felt different... and I guess it wasn't." 

Whether it was the lack of discipline, shortage of execution 
on special teams or any other of the variety of factors that led 
to the demise of the club in their seven-game series against 
the New York Rangers, the leaders took it on the chin and 
faced their shortcomings head-on. 

"First of all, we took too many penalties. That's a fact. You 
can't give the other team easy ones. There's some you can 

live with, but there were too many bad ones that cost us big 
time," Aho elaborated on the team's 58 minor penalties in 14 
games. 

"If you can limit the amount of times that you put yourself in 
that position, then you're going to be better off for it," 
Martinook also said of the parade to the penalty box. "We, as 
a team, and that can start from the leadership down going 
forward, can put a bigger onus on that. If you're going to take 
a bad penalty or a stupid penalty, there needs to be four or 
five guys coming at you saying that that's not how we're 
going to do it." 

Carolina took 298 minor penalties over the course of the 82-
game regular season, but had the league's best penalty kill, 
denying 88% of the opposing team's tries. 

During the postseason they were just 74%, allowing 13 goals 
to the man advantage units of Boston and New York, the 
most by any team through two rounds of postseason play. 

 Now instead of coming together again to begin another 
Stanley Cup Playoffs series against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, the group is left thinking about what they could 
have done differently and the bitterness of coming up short. 

"[That feeling] hasn't really gone away," Jordan Staal, the 
first player to the microphone, began with. "We wanted more 
and obviously it didn't happen, so it's going to sting for a 
while." 

Even the most mild-mannered of the bunch, Slavin, admitted 
his frustrations with how things ended. 

Now, the team enters yet another offseason of unknown, in 
which the fate of six unrestricted free agents and four 
restricted free agents remains to be seen. 

"I love this group, but there is a business aspect to it," Staal, 
now having completed his 16th NHL season went on to say. 

With high-profile pieces like Vincent Trocheck and the 
Captain's linemate, Nino Niederreiter, now set to become 
unrestricted free agents, there's an understanding that some 
difficult decisions will have to be made. 

What will the team look like next season? Will they have a 
better chance at winning it all? For now, it's the unknown and 
the "what could have been" that weighs heavy. 
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Staal not seeking contract extension with Hurricanes 

Center plans to 'ride out' final season of 10-year deal before 
deciding on future 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal will not seek an extension 
with the Carolina Hurricanes ahead of the final season of his 
contract. 

"I'm going to ride out this contract," Staal said. "Eleven years 
is a long time here, and it's been special. I'm going to ride it 
out next year and hopefully finish with a bang and go from 
there." 

The center has one season remaining on a 10-year, $60 
million contract ($6 million annual average) he signed on July 
1, 2012. 

Staal was acquired by the Hurricanes in a trade with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on June 22, 2012, for the No. 8 pick in 
the 2012 NHL Draft, center Brandon Sutter and defenseman 
Brian Dumoulin. The trade united him with his brother, Eric, 
who he played with until Eric was traded to the New York 
Rangers on Feb. 28, 2016. 

"It's been a great ride obviously," Staal said. "I came down 
here obviously to play with Eric and really be a part of the 
Carolina Hurricanes club, and (I) came down here to win. It's 
been a ride. Obviously, a lot of ups and downs. As of right 
now, it's been a lot of fun on the ice and the players we have. 
It's been a blast." 

The Hurricanes missed the Stanley Cup Playoffs in Staal's 
first six seasons but have qualified for the postseason in 
each of the past four. They lost 6-2 to the New York Rangers 
in Game 7 of the Eastern Conference Second Round on 
Monday. 

"It's great to still be here, obviously," Staal said. "I wanted to 
be part of the solution. I felt like I could be. It is rewarding in 
that regard, going through hard times and really seeing 
everything take shape and the team we've built." 

Staal served as co-captain of the Hurricanes in 2017-18 and 
has been captain since the 2019-20 season. He suggested 
his reluctance to sign a contract extension had nothing to do 
with wanting to test the free-agent market. 

"No, I'm a Carolina Hurricane, and that's where my mind is at 
right now," he said. "I don't think extending this summer is 
going to change any of that. I still have a full year left, and 
I'm excited about it and where this team is going. I think 
decision-making will be after that, after the next season." 

The 33-year-old has 611 points (258 goals, 353 assists) in 
1,092 regular-season games with the Penguins and 
Hurricanes. He also has 60 points (33 goals, 27 assists) in 
121 playoff games, including helping the Penguins win the 
Stanley Cup in 2009. 

This season, Staal had 36 points (17 goals, 19 assists) in 78 
regular-season games and six points (one goal, five assists) 
in 14 playoff games. 

Frederik Andersen, who did not play in the postseason 
because of a torn MCL he sustained on April 16, said he 
likely would have been available if the Hurricanes had 
advanced to the Eastern Conference Final. 

"I was getting real close," he said. "Obviously, that adds to 
the bitterness and frustration about losing. Very 
disappointing not to play and being that close." 

Andersen was 35-14-3 with a 2.17 goals-against average, 
.922 save percentage and four shutouts in 52 games this 
season.

"I was keeping up with all the rehab and trying to get back as 
soon as possible," Andersen said. "It's an injury that's really 
tough on goalies given the positions we're in. I've never had 
this exact injury before, so I don't know what the exact time 
frame was." 

Andersen and Antti Raanta combined to win the William M. 
Jennings Trophy, presented annually to the goaltenders 

having played at least 25 games for the team allowing the 
fewest goals. 

"It was nice to be able to get back to the level I can play at," 
he said. "Just to be part of a really good team, I think, was 
really a great time this year until the injury." 
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Hurricanes' Andersen says he was very close to returning from MCL tear 

Carolina Hurricanes starting goaltender Frederik Andersen 
confirmed Wednesday he suffered an MCL tear in mid-April 
and was very close to being able to return to action before 
the team suffered a 6-2 loss against the New York Rangers 
in Game 7 of their second-round series on Monday. 

Andersen, who exited late in a game against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16 with the injury, was speaking to 

reporters as the Hurricanes cleaned out the lockers in the 
aftermath of their season-ending loss. 

Without Andersen, Antti Raanta stepped up to be the 
Hurricanes' No. 1 goalie in the playoffs. But in Game 7 
against the Rangers, Raanta suffered a lower-body injury 
with his team trailing 2-0 in the second period. 

The Hurricanes then had to turn to No. 3 Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who gave up three goals on 12 shots. 
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Where do Hurricanes go after another Second Round exit? 

By Adam Gretz  

This is probably not the result the Carolina Hurricanes were 
expecting. 

Not after a 116-point regular season where they looked like 
one of the most complete teams in the league and won the 
William Jennings Trophy. Certainly not after jumping out to a 
2-0 series lead against the New York Rangers in a series 
where they were significant favorites. 

But with their 6-2 loss in Game 7 on Monday night, the 
Hurricanes’ season came to an end in the Second Round for 
a second consecutive season, making it three straight 
seasons in which they have been unable to get back to the 
Eastern Conference Final. 

On one hand, nothing about this season should be seen as a 
significant failure. They were one of the best teams in the 
league over 82 games and lost a Game 7 and a series to the 
likely Vezina Trophy winner and a Hart Trophy finalist in Igor 
Shesterkin. It happens. But even the season is not a 
complete failure it still has to be frustrating for the Hurricanes 
to not get over the hump and get any closer to the Stanley 
Cup with this core group of players. Carolina has been one 
of the best teams in the league the past three years and has 
seen its postseason end in the First Round, Second Round, 
and Second Round. 

So how do they get over this hump? 

One of the big problems for the Hurricanes this postseason 
was some of their top players did not really play at their best. 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, and Andrei Svechnikov 
were good, but not consistently great or game-changing. 
Which brings us to this question: Do the Hurricanes have 
enough impact players to really be at a Colorado or Tampa 
Bay level in terms of contenders? 

Overall the team has no real weaknesses. The forwards are 
excellent and they have depth. Aho, Svechnikov, and 
Teravainen or legitimate top-line players. The defense has 
always been a strength of this team with Jaccob Slavin and 
Brett Pesce leading the way. Even though Frederik Andersen 
was injured this postseason, they still had an outstanding 
goalie duo all year with him and Antti Raanta. Rod 
Brind’Amour is one of the league’s best coaches. 

For as good as the team is, and for as good as its top-line 
players are, the Hurricanes do not really have a top-tier 
scorer on their roster. Aho is probably the closest, and the 
only player on the roster to finish in the top-30 (exactly 30th) 
in the scoring race this season. Svechnikov was 52nd and 
Teravainen was 65th. After those three, the Hurricanes next 

top scorer was Trocheck at 123rd. That is only three scorers 
in the top-120 of the league. That is way less than we usually 
see from Stanley Cup teams. 

By comparison: The Rangers had three top-40 scorers 
(Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider, and Mika Zibanejad) and six 
in the top-120. 

Colorado had four players in the top-25 and seven in the top-
120. 

Tampa Bay had two players in the top-20 and five in the top-
100. 

There is a clear difference in terms of impact players. 

The hope for Carolina is that Svechnikov still has another 
level to reach in his development (and he very well might) 
and that players like Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis can 
continue to take steps forward in the coming years. But do 
they need to add more to complement them? Especially with 
the pending free agents they have coming off the books this 
offseason? 

They have six unrestricted free agents this offseason 
including Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Derek Stepan, Max 
Domi, Ian Cole, and Brendan Smith. Combined with 
restricted free agents Necas, Ethan Bear, and Tony 
DeAngelo the Hurricanes have nearly $40 million in salary 
cap space this offseason. The Hurricanes do not seem like 
the type of team that would be in the market for a huge 
splash in free agency (plus, there is always a ton of long-
term risk with that), but at some point when you are so 
painfully close and just need another player to put you over 
the top it might be something to consider. Would an Evgeni 
Malkin, or Nazem Kadri, or Filip Forsberg be something that 
could make a difference? 

In the end, this is not a team that necessarily did anything 
wrong. They are very good and were a Game 7 away from 
reaching the Eastern Conference Finals. It’s not a team that 
needs a major overhaul, and if you brought back this exact 
same roster next season you would get another outstanding 
regular season performance and a team that would have a 
chance to make a serious run in the playoffs. It would not be 
fair to crush their top players for not scoring a ton of goals in 
the playoffs because sometimes that happens to even the 
best of the best in a short series. Especially against a world 
class goalie starting to play at the top of his game. But even 
with all of that said if they are going to get over this second 
round mountain they might still need at least one more 
impact player to really be a difference make.
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Will The Carolina Hurricanes Shake Things Up After Another Disappointing Post-Season? 

By Lyle Richardson 

The Carolina Hurricanes set franchise records with 54 wins 
and 116 points to this season third in the overall standings. 
However, the front office could shake things up after they 
failed to advance beyond the second round of the playoffs for 
the third straight season. 

ESPN.com's Greg Wyshynski believes the Hurricanes' 
championship window remains wide open. Key players 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov and rising star Seth 
Jarvis are 24-or-younger. Their defense core remains in its 
prime and they have one of the league's top coaches in Rod 
Brind'Amour.  

Wyshynski observes they have some notable free agents to 
consider. Forwards Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck 
are eligible to become unrestricted free agents in July. 
Restricted free agents include forward Martin Necas and 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

Luck DeCock of the Raleigh News & Observer struck a 
pessimistic tone about the play of the Hurricanes' young 
forwards, saying they failed to deliver when it mattered most. 
Aho scored twice and had three points in the first two games 
against the Rangers but was held to just three assists after 
that. Necas had just two assists throughout the series and 
Svechnikov just one goal. 

That doesn't mean the Hurricanes intend to move Aho and 
Svechnikov. However, DeCock suggests cutting bait with 
Necas and letting Trocheck depart as a free agent. He 
admits figuring out what to do with Niederreiter and 
DeAngelo could be trickier decisions. 

Perhaps Necas can be used as a trade chip to bolster their 
offense. The Athletic's Sara Civian pointed out Brind'Amour 
saying his club lacked elite goal scorers during his post-
series press conference. With leading scorer Aho sitting 30th 
overall among the league's points leaders, she suggested 
exploring the market for a scoring forward. 
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Hurricanes players cope with disappointment of their season ending after 
Game 7 loss 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JUNE 01, 2022 2:01 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes players and coaches were at PNC Arena on 
Wednesday, but not for a morning skate or to prepare for the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The Canes’ season is over. The New York Rangers saw to that Monday 
by winning Game 7 of the second-round playoff series. All that’s left for 
the Canes are the players’ end-of-season meetings with management 
and exit interviews with the media. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was on the ice, but he was working with 
his son, Skyler. The sound of their skates and sticks all but echoed in the 
empty arena. 

For most of the Canes players, the feeling bordered on surreal. In their 
minds, the Eastern Conference final should have started Wednesday 
night with Game 1 between the Canes and Lightning and PNC Arena full 
and loud. 

“I still can’t believe that it’s over,” forward Teuvo Teravainen said. 

To which defenseman Brett Pesce added, “To be honest, I still feel like 
we have a game today.” 

At the same time, Pesce knows why the Canes don’t have a game to 
play saying, “The best teams find ways to win, no matter how you do it, 
and we didn’t do that.” 

Two days after the fact, after the 6-2 loss to the Rangers, the players still 
were coming to grips with their Game 7 failure, with having their Stanley 
Cup hopes cruelly come to an end. 

There was some news Wednesday: goalie Frederik Andersen said he 
suffered an MCL tear in the April 16 games at Colorado. He also said 
had the Canes gotten past the Rangers — and with goalie Antti Raanta 
injured in Game 7 — he might have been able to return and play. 

Sebastian Aho said the “anger” from it will drive him through the summer 
workouts in Finland, adding to his motivation. Andrei Svechnikov and 
others said much the same. 

“When we played that last game, no one would have believed this would 
be over,” Svechnikov said. “We thought we were going to win that game 
and we’re going to go farther. That’s very frustrating and (I’m) still feeling 
pretty bad.” 

But that’s only a part of winning a Cup, defenseman Ian Cole said. It 
takes more than hard work and the drive to win. 

Cole won two Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins. As a part of 
championship teams, he has a grasp on what separates those who win 
Cups and those who want to win Cups. 

“The sour taste in mouths at the end of the season will overshadow 
anything positive,” he said. “I think there were a lot of good things, 
definitely. But ultimately we lost. We didn’t win. 

“I think it’s easy to say, ‘Oh, we had a really good year, that was great, 
good job guys.’ But ultimately it doesn’t really matter how good the year 
is unless you win the Stanley Cup. Everyone always says, ‘We’ll get ‘em 
next year, get ‘em next year,’ but there’s only so many next years and so 
many opportunities you get to have a really good hockey team to take 
advantage of a really good position with a great home record and all the 
things lined up for us.” 

The Canes won the first games of the opening round against Boston at 
PNC Arena, but needed seven games to win the series. They did the 
same against the Rangers, but fell short in Game 7. In neither series 
could they win a road game. 

“Being able to recognize the situation and the level of desperation you 
need to play with to win consistently in the playoffs was not there,” Cole 
said. “That is disappointing. I think over time guys will realize how hard it 
is to win. People can say it but until you do it … 

“I think it manifests itself in the teams that had to lose significantly to 
become good hockey teams that have won – you look at Washington or 
St. Louis. There’s no better way to learn than to lose. I just wish we could 
have learned on the fly rather than have to lose to learn those hard 
lessons ... At some point we’re going to have to realize that this is really 
hard.” 
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Where could the NHL’s top free-agent coaches land? 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

12-15 minutes 01/06/2022 

 

Barry Trotz holds all the cards in what is a rather deep free-agent 
coaching market this summer. It’s been well publicized that he met with 
Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff already. The Jets have put on the full-
court press to bring the Manitoba native home. 

I believe he’s also spoken to varying degrees with Philadelphia, Vegas 
and Detroit. I also think Dallas has indicated it would like to speak with 
Trotz. I mean, if you’re an NHL team with a coaching opening, why aren’t 
you reaching out to Trotz? 

But we also get the sense Trotz is taking his time with whatever decision 
he makes. Remember that the Islanders owe him $4 million for next 
season on his current contract, although if he signs on with a new team 
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the Isles will likely be off the hook then. But the point is, Trotz can afford 
to take his time. 

He has also indicated perhaps going into management one day. So 
there’s lots to digest here for him. His ultimate decision, either way, likely 
will have a domino effect on the coaching market. 

In no particular order, let’s take a look at the many other free-agent 
coaches out there, only the guys who have been NHL head coaches 
before (not looking here at AHL coaches or NHL assistants): 

Pete DeBoer 

Speaking of prime free agents, how about a coach who has been to the 
Stanley Cup Final twice and made the conference finals five times in the 
last 10 years? 

The Golden Knights still owe DeBoer another $3.25 million on his 
contract for next season, which is important to note because I think it 
affords DeBoer the chance to be picky with his next move and bide his 
time if he chooses to. Does he jump at a decent opportunity this summer 
or sit back and wait to see what happens next season? 

Alright, now that dust has settled. 

He’s a big name. He’s well thought of. He holds a lot of cards, too. 

It wouldn’t surprise me if he’s a mid-season hire next season when a 
contender stumbles and decides to make a coaching change. But he 
could also get an interesting offer or two this summer. I just feel like he’s 
going to take his time. 

Claude Julien 

A year ago, Gerard Gallant parlayed coaching Canada to gold at the 
men’s IIHF World Championship into a hire with the New York Rangers, 
although I think that hire was going to happen regardless. 

Let’s see what kind of reception Julien gets after coaching Canada to 
silver at the worlds, losing in overtime in the gold medal game to host 
Finland. Pretty good performance for a young Canadian roster that 
wasn’t loaded. 

Julien, 62, officially becomes a free agent at the end of June after his 
Habs contract paying him $5 million a season expires. 

The 2011 Stanley Cup champion coach is ready to listen. 

“You know what, I’m going to see where things go from here. When 
you’ve coached long enough in this league you hope that people know 
what you’re all about and how you coach and that stuff,” Julien told The 
Athletic this week. “I’m definitely waiting for the call versus chasing them. 
And I’ll go from there. 

“Definitely if it’s the right situation, I would go back into coaching,” Julien 
added. “But it has to be a situation where there’s a good fit between me 
and upper management.” 

Very much sounds like a guy who doesn’t desperately need to get back 
in but would welcome the opportunity if the right fit comes along. 

Travis Green 

Green screams of that coach that whichever team hires him will benefit 
from a second tour behind an NHL bench, like we’ve often seen. Five 
years in Vancouver is a great learning curve. He was fired in early 
December but sounds refreshed now after needing to understandably de-
compress. 

“There has been a time of de-compression for sure,” Green told The 
Athletic this week. “Whenever you go through getting let go at your job, 
it’s never happened to me before. I love coaching. I loved coaching the 
Vancouver Canucks. It took a little time to get over it. You know I think 
there’s different stages of it after it happens. Major disappointment when 
it first happens. Down for a long period of time. Then I’ve had a long 
period of time to self-reflect, look back at the past five seasons in 
Vancouver and try to make improvements. As a coach, you do make 
mistakes, all coaches do. And you learn from those mistakes. That’s an 
important part of developing and getting better.” 

Green coached the underdog Canucks to the second round of the 
playoffs in the bubble in 2020, a roster that probably shouldn’t have been 
there. He learned a lot from the ups and downs in a pressure-packed 
atmosphere in Vancouver. 

He’s ready for the 2.0 chapter of his coaching career now. 

“I love hockey, I love watching hockey, I watch a lot of it now and have 
been for a while,” Green said. “I’m passionate about coaching. I love it. 
It’s what I love to do and I’m looking forward to hopefully getting another 
chance.” 

I feel like Dallas, Detroit or Vegas would be good spots for Green. What 
would appeal to me as an owner or GM of those teams is that experience 
in a crazy Canadian market like Vancouver has Green pretty much able 
to handle any kind of location now. 

Jeff Blashill 

Here’s another 2.0 candidate. Seven years in Detroit, through a teardown 
and a rebuild, Blashill learned a lot in his first NHL head coaching job. 

“I would say unequivocally I’m a better coach today than I was seven 
years ago just because of the experience that I was able to gain through 
lots of different circumstances in Detroit,” Blashill told The Athletic this 
week. “I think when you go through the types of years that we went 
through, you either grow and, if you choose to, you can grow a lot. 

“And I certainly felt like, and I feel today, that I gained a lot of knowledge 
through those experiences. So, I’m excited to see what the future holds, 
excited to see what opportunities are available. I love coaching. I love 
having an impact on teams, an impact on players. Just look forward to 
whatever the next opportunity is.” 

I believe a few teams have put Blashill on their radar, perhaps not top of 
list, but I think he’s going to hear from some of them. 

Joel Quenneville 

The sense is that Quenneville would like to return behind an NHL bench 
after stepping down in Florida earlier this season in the wake of the Kyle 
Beach scandal. That return, however, requires the approval from 
commissioner Gary Bettman. So at some point, Quenneville and Bettman 
will need to have not just one conversation, but I figure a few talks. So it’s 
not clear at this point whether Quenneville will be an option or not for 
NHL clubs but I suspect Vegas and Dallas are among the organizations 
that could have interest if and when the veteran coach gets clearance 
from Bettman. Which again, isn’t a slam dunk. 

Rick Bowness 

The sense I got all year long was that Bowness, 67, would maybe retire 
after the season. Instead, when Bowness announced two weeks ago he 
was stepping down as Stars head coach (his contract was expiring), he 
made it clear he would leave the door open to a possible return 
elsewhere. 

An NHL coaching return for Bowness would have to be with a team that 
has a chance to win, otherwise, maybe it is in fact the end, which I think 
he’s comfortable with. 

“I think the most important thing is if it’s something that comes along 
that’s of interest,” Bowness told The Athletic this week. “Am I going to 
pursue anything? No. But I’ll be open to something that might be of 
interest, yes. … And I can walk away if I have to.” 

Rick Tocchet 

The TNT hockey panelist loves his TV gig, but I’m told he would 
absolutely like another crack behind an NHL bench. I believe Vegas has 
him on their list of coaching candidates. 

Winnipeg and Philadelphia could also be possibilities but I haven’t 
confirmed either club reaching out directly yet. Tocchet interviewed with 
the Rangers, the Blue Jackets and the Kraken last offseason so he’s well 
versed in the process. 

David Quinn 

My sense is the former Rangers head coach does hope to return behind 
an NHL bench and he hopes to do so for next season. I believe he’s 
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already heard from a few NHL teams. So we’ll see where that goes for 
him. Like Travis Green and Jeff Blashill, getting Quinn on his second tour 
behind an NHL bench might really benefit whoever hires him. He learned 
a lot from his experience in New York. 

Jim Montgomery 

I’m hearing that the former Stars head coach and current Blues assistant 
coach has gotten calls from at least three teams the last few weeks about 
their head coach vacancy. Whether or not it leads him back to being a 
head coach remains to be seen. But what a story that would be given his 
exit from Dallas in December 2019 and his honesty in dealing with it. 

Paul Maurice 

The former Winnipeg Jets head coach is not actively searching out his 
next opportunity but if the right fit came along, he would listen. Or as one 
source put it this week, his phone is on but he’s not eagerly checking his 
messages. Maurice, just as he said when he stepped down as Jets 
coach earlier this season, needed a break after 26 straight years of 
coaching. Eventually, the bug to coach will return and I think we’ll see 
him one day behind an NHL bench again. But in the short term, I don’t 
think we see him any time soon. 

John Tortorella 

Torts has already interviewed with the Flyers, Kevin Weekes first 
reported last week. He politely turned down my interview request when I 
reached out this week. He turns 64 next month but after a year away 
from the NHL coaching grind, Tortorella appears ready to get back into 
things. Whether or not that happens, we shall see. 

Dave Tippett 

We’ve probably seen the last of Tippett behind an NHL bench. Tippett 
has always had real estate business projects on the go so he’s busy with 
that. And don’t forget that before being lured to coach in Edmonton, he 
was actually working on the business side in management with 
expansion Seattle and was enjoying that new side of things. 

Either way, Tippett, who turns 61 in August, is probably done with NHL 
coaching. 

“I haven’t ruled out working in hockey or private business, just don’t see 
myself coaching anymore,” Tippett said via text message this week. 

Coaching is a grind, I don’t blame any of these veteran guys for saying 
that’s enough. 

Mike Babcock 

It is unlikely that Babcock returns behind an NHL bench unless the fit is 
near perfect for both him and the team in question. The Capitals did 
interview him a few years ago before hiring Peter Laviolette. A few other 
teams have called since then. But nothing serious has materialized. He’s 
not out there reaching out to teams. Babcock is still owed another year at 
a $5.8 million salary from the Maple Leafs — his contract expires on 
June 30, 2023. He will be 60 then. He’s made plenty of money. 

Some teams may also see him as a bit toxic still and may worry about 
that part of it in hiring him. But there are other clubs who have shown 
interest the last few years and keep in touch with him. 

Still, I would say it’s 90 percent he doesn’t coach again in the NHL. 

Alain Vigneault 

The Flyers still owe Vigneault north of $5 million a year the next two 
seasons, so through June 2024. He will be 63 when that contract expires. 
I would never say never with these guys because they’re so competitive. 
Remember when Darryl Sutter announced his retirement from coaching 
in June 2018? Of course Calgary was a unique opportunity for him. My 
point is, you never know. But I would say that Vigneault is not chasing it 
at all right now. He’s had a heck of a coaching career. Odds are we don’t 
see him being behind an NHL bench again, but don’t hold me to it. 

Guy Boucher 

The former Tampa Bay Lightning and Ottawa Senators head coach 
hasn’t been behind an NHL bench since he was let go by the Sens in 

March 2019. He’s been doing work with French-language RDS the last 
few years. 

But it’s not from a lack of interest. Sources say Boucher had teams call 
the last few years, both for head coach and associate coach 
opportunities, but he told those teams he was unavailable, deciding to 
focus on a family situation. 

Now, Boucher is ready to come back and talk to NHL teams. He could be 
an intriguing candidate. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Answering the biggest questions 
heading into conference finals round 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs are down to their final four teams, as the 
New York Rangers and Tampa Bay Lightning battle it out in the East, 
while the Colorado Avalanche and Edmonton Oilers match up in the 
West -- and if Game 1 of that series is any indication, we're in for a wild 
series. 

Of course, the first two rounds have been fantastic as well. Some of the 
game's biggest stars have shined brightest, some pending free agents 
have made themselves some money, and new postseason heroes have 
been revealed. 

As the penultimate round of the tournament gets rolling, we're answering 
the biggest lingering questions out there -- and looking ahead to the 
Stanley Cup Final and the offseason beyond. 

Why are the Lightning so good in the playoffs? Are they just destined to 
win three straight Cups? 

If you sweep the Presidents' Trophy winner -- and do it without one of 
your best players (Brayden Point) -- then yeah, you're destined for 
something special. A huge part of the Lightning's success has stemmed 
from their past failures. In 2019, they were the top regular-season team 
that got swept out of the playoffs by the team they'd least expected 
(Columbus Blue Jackets). And they figured out a way to not let that 
happen again. 

Tampa Bay is as well-constructed as it is well-coached. Production 
comes from everywhere, but the roster is dotted with big-time players 
who know how to make big-time plays in big-time games. The biggest 
being their goalie, Andrei Vasilevskiy, who can get into a scary-stingy 
groove this time of year. 

Now that the Lightning have won, and won again, they don't carry the 
burdens that teams yearning for that first Cup as a core struggle with. 
The Lightning have had their battles -- some of them internal. It hasn't 
been uncommon in Tampa for players to call out each other, or even the 
coaching staff. But all of that leads to a level of trust and confidence that 
they can get through any opponent. The Lightning's will to win is tangible. 
You see it when their best players sacrifice their bodies blocking shots, 
heading back to the bench, always finding a way to come back out to 
battle for each other. 

Is Igor Shesterkin back to being the guy who can carry the Rangers on a 
nightly basis? 

Short answer: Yes. Toward the end of the regular season, when I was 
working a Rangers-Lightning game, Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper 
agreed that Shesterkin was the best goalie this season. But then he 
pointed to a mural in the hallway of Vasilevskiy celebrating the Stanley 
Cup with teammates. "But until he does that," Cooper said, "my guy is 
the best." 
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Though it was an inauspicious start for Shesterkin in the postseason, the 
likely Vezina winner has rebounded in a big way, posting a .949 save 
percentage against Carolina in the past round. The Rangers often gave 
up too many high-quality chances in front of him, but Shesterkin steadied 
the ship. 

One important thing to remember about Shesterkin is that despite being 
26 and having a decent amount of pro and high-level experience, he was 
not the predominant starter on any of his KHL teams or with the Russia 
national team. He often has had to share the net. So perhaps the playoffs 
required a mental adjustment. 

One thing I've appreciated about the Rangers is coach Gerard Gallant's 
candor. After winning the Carolina series, Gallant admitted that while he 
brushed aside the question of "experience" for his team in the first round 
against Pittsburgh, privately he actually was worried about it. That's no 
longer a problem. 

Gallant also admitted that he pulled Shesterkin in two straight games 
against the Penguins because he wanted to keep him confident and 
preserve him mentally. That decision has paid off, as Shesterkin looks as 
confident and competent as ever entering what should be a thrilling 
showdown with Vasilevskiy. 

Any on-ice trends you've seen in this postseason? 

Though we've seen a handful of standout goaltending performances, this 
postseason feels all about the offense. And you're about to see a lot 
more of it in the Western Conference finals between the Colorado 
Avalanche and the Edmonton Oilers -- Game 1 was obviously on trend 
there. 

The Battle of Alberta definitely helped skew the numbers. It had been 34 
years since there was a series with 45 goals scored that lasted only five 
games. 

Another trend is that no team is out of it until it's really out of it, which 
seems to be the Rangers' mantra, as they've gone 5-0 in elimination 
games this spring. Nearly 40% of games played so far (28 of 73) have 
featured a team coming back from a deficit to win. 

What about the officiating? 

Everyone is going to find complaints about officiating. It's the NHL. It's 
the playoffs. One thing that's been apparent: The refs haven't been 
putting the whistle away. That's been a trend recently. In eight of the past 
10 seasons, there have been more power-play opportunities per game in 
the playoffs than in the regular season. We're seeing plenty of penalties 
called, and in big games. Consider there were four penalties called (two 
for each team) in Game 7 between the Hurricanes and Rangers on 
Monday ... just in the first period. 

One thing that hasn't been over-disciplined: high hits that aren't directly 
targeting the head. The most frequent hitter in these situations has been 
Jacob Trouba. The Rangers defenseman levied hits against Sidney 
Crosby, which sidelined the Penguins captain for Game 6 of the first 
round, and Seth Jarvis, which knocked the Canes rookie out of Game 7 
in the second round. 

Both Crosby and Jarvis sustained upper-body injuries, and sources tell 
ESPN both players entered concussion protocol. One trend picked up by 
ScoutingtheRefs, a website that tracks officials, is that Wes McCauley 
was the referee for both of those games, as well as for Trouba's big hit 
on Max Domi in Game 4. McCauley, considered one of the best referees 
in the NHL, did not call penalties on any of those plays. It's also worth 
noting that Trouba did not receive supplemental discipline for the hits. 

Any other hot topics? 

Well, there's the "kick or no kick" controversy in the deciding game of the 
Battle of Alberta. In the days following Blake Coleman's disallowed goal, 
that's all anyone wanted to talk about -- or, really, opine about -- at the 
rink. 

Most players and coaches I talked to believe the goal should have 
counted, especially since Coleman never lifted his skate off the ice in a 
"distinct kicking motion." I have heard a few people who thought it was 
the right call (and yes, people outside of Edmonton). That just shows how 
subjective it was, and perhaps something we need to revisit this 
offseason. It really reminds me of the "catch or no catch" conundrum 

from my time as an NFL beat writer. And for the record, the ultimate call 
on the goal was made by the NHL's centralized situation room, not the 
on-ice officials. 

One thing multiple coaches have commented to our broadcasting crew 
about is goaltender interference. They don't like the way the rules are set, 
where the onus falls on the coaching staff to call a challenge, especially 
on something that is as subjective as goaltender interference. Most 
coaches don't mind being penalized for calling a challenge for offsides 
that is unsuccessful. That's clear-cut. But to go on a penalty kill because 
of a difference of opinion on what is a murky topic anyway? That seems 
wrong. 

How do you describe what we've seen from Connor McDavid so far? 

Brilliance. Dominance. Unreal. 

McDavid is the purest talent in the game today, full stop. The greatest 
players all do something that nobody else can replicate. It's their 
signature aspect of dominance. McDavid's is making top skill plays at top 
speeds. We've never seen anything like it. 

And of course, the production has followed. I sometimes feel bad for 
Leon Draisaitl, who dazzles in McDavid's shadow. They truly are one of 
the best duos in league history. Draisaitl and McDavid combined for 52 
points through the first two playoff rounds. What they're both doing is 
historic. They became the fifth and sixth players in league history to 
record at least 26 points in 12 playoff games, following Wayne Gretzky, 
Mario Lemieux, Mark Messier and Rick Middleton. 

Aside from McDavid, who are some other players who have "wowed" 
you? 

When Seth Jarvis arrived at Hurricanes training camp this season, the 
team didn't expect him to compete for a roster spot. But the then-
teenager was so impressive, the team faced a conundrum. He was too 
good for juniors, where he would dominate the competition and therefore 
not gain much from a development perspective. But he also wasn't AHL-
eligible. So he started in the NHL, and has proved, especially in these 
playoffs, that he belongs. He's fearless, plays an aggressive game that 
suits the Canes' style and also has a scoring touch. He leads all rookies 
with three goals and eight points; no other rookie has more than one goal 
this postseason. 

In terms of goalies, the Stars' Jake Oettinger was the first-round star 
(more on him in a bit). Meanwhile Jordan Binnington of the Blues wrote 
another chapter in his incredible story of resilience and triumph. 
Binnington's career has been a roller coaster to this point, which uniquely 
prepared him to step in midway through the first round and close out the 
series against the Wild. He played extremely well until he was knocked 
out of the Colorado series with a knee injury. Binnington has confidence 
in himself, no matter the circumstance. When I sat down with him a few 
weeks before the playoffs, I asked if he ever feared losing his starting 
job. "No, never," he said without hesitation, even though, at the time, he 
had lost his starting job to Ville Husso. 

Looking at the teams still alive, there were times in the first round against 
Pittsburgh, and early in the Carolina series, when people began 
questioning the Rangers' Mika Zibanejad, who at times seemed a bit too 
quiet. Each time, Zibanejad answered those questions, playing an 
assured game while also scoring in the clutch. But the player who has 
stood out most to me on the Rangers, especially watching him at ice 
level, is Ryan Lindgren. He's clearly battling through a lower-body injury -
- and seems to be having issues most nights, often having to leave the 
bench -- but is ultracompetitive every shift. You can literally see the 
determination on his face. 

The Lightning were aggressive at the trade deadline, and that seems to 
have paid off big-time. Nick Paul, especially, fits the Tampa Bay mold so 
well. Corey Perry, at age 37, is still the guy to score those greasy goals 
when the Lightning need him. 

And Nathan MacKinnon -- I can't help but think of the Colorado forward's 
dejection during his elimination news conference last year, when he 
lamented that he would be entering his ninth year in the league and 
"hasn't won s---." MacKinnon has channeled that frustration into a gutsy, 
highly productive postseason so far. And teammate Cale Makar seems to 
dazzle every night too. So many times we've seen Makar do something 
so hard and make it look so easy. 
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Which pending free agents have made themselves some money this 
postseason? 

Oettinger became a household name in one night. That's what a 64-save 
Game 7 performance will do for you. The Stars have been trying to find 
their goaltending solution over the past several offseasons and they 
began this season with three NHL goalies, which meant they really had 
zero. This summer they won't face that question. They can pay the 23-
year-old Oettinger, who is coming off a three-year deal that paid him less 
than $1 million annually, and feel confident he's the long-term answer in 
net. 

Dallas has transitioned quickly to a new core, consisting of Oettinger, 
Jason Robertson, Miro Heiskanen and Roope Hintz. If the Stars can 
figure out how to shed some of their bloated veteran contracts, they 
should be competitive for the foreseeable future. 

Evander Kane is going to have an interesting free agency. Given all of 
his baggage this season, Kane easily could have been looking at another 
one-year, prove-it deal for the veterans minimum. But we know the NHL 
is a performance-based league. The fact that Kane has 12 goals in 11 
games so far for the Oilers in the playoffs, and hasn't been a distraction 
off the ice, likely means there will be a general manager willing to pay 
him closer to the level dictated by his play this summer, and should get 
him an extra year or two of assurance tacked onto the contract. 

No team hit on its pre-trade deadline moves quite like the Rangers. 
Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Frank Vatrano and Justin Braun have all 
been so important to New York, that coach Gerard Gallant told me, "I'm 
not sure how we won in our first 50 games without them." Out of the 
group, I think Copp earns the biggest contract this summer, and has a 
good chance to stay in New York. 

What are your picks for the two conference finals? 

The Avalanche-Oilers series is going to be a doozy offensively, and we 
know it has the star juice. MacKinnon and McDavid will steal the 
headlines, but it's going to come down to the supporting cast for both 
teams. The Avs, I believe, are deeper. And while both teams have 
journeyman goaltenders leading the way, I trust Darcy Kuemper more 
than Mike Smith at this point. 

The Lightning and Rangers have plenty of history, especially with so 
many players over the years swapping New York for Tampa Bay. The 
Rangers have a very important former Lightning player on their roster: 
glue guy Barclay Goodrow, who made a miraculous recovery from a 
broken bone in his foot or ankle to be available in Game 6 of the second 
round. The Rangers' kids have shown up, but the Lightning's experience 
will win out. 

And what about the Stanley Cup Final? 

It's never wise to take a premature victory lap, but alas, here we go. 
Ahead of the season I picked Colorado over Tampa Bay in the Final, and 
I'm thinking my prediction still looks quite sound. 

The trend we've seen with recent Cup winners is that they have been 
great regular-season teams for a while, but had to go through some 
playoff heartbreak before getting over the hump. That was Washington. 
That was St. Louis. That was Tampa Bay before the Lightning won back-
to-back titles. While I'm not counting out the Lightning to win a third 
straight -- which would qualify as a dynastic run, especially in the salary 
cap era, and especially since two of the seasons were impacted by the 
pandemic, making it arguably even harder given the uncertainty and 
adversity -- it feels like Colorado's time. 

After consecutive second-round exits, the Avalanche have learned their 
playoff lessons. They're due. MacKinnon and Makar are going to will 
them there. 

What's going on with the coaching market? 

Every year, there's a particular name that all teams go gaga over. This 
year, it's Barry Trotz, who surprisingly was let go by the Islanders. For the 
record, I am told there's nothing nefarious to the Trotz-Lou Lamoriello 
divorce. It was just a clash of philosophies ... and egos. 

Trotz would be the top name on most teams' lists, and you'll see his 
name floated for interviews and as a candidate for several vacancies. 
However, several people in the league have suggested to me they 

wouldn't be surprised if there's a side deal already in place for Trotz to 
coach in Vegas. That's just the way the Golden Knights do business. 

I think that would be a smart move by the Golden Knights, who need 
some serious repair work in their locker room morale. A big issue at the 
end of last season was a distrust between Robin Lehner and the 
coaching staff, and I know Lehner didn't feel comfortable with the way he 
was treated. The Golden Knights have made a huge investment in 
Lehner, who's making $5 million per year through the 2024-25 season. 
Lehner had one of his best seasons when Trotz coached him in Long 
Island. Trotz is the type of coach who can empower and bring out the 
best in his players, a lot of it via empathy. 

Most teams are waiting for the dominoes to fall on Trotz, but it's early in 
the coaching cycle. Typically first interviews and meetings get done at 
the scouting combine in Buffalo, which is going on right now. 

Two coaches who everyone believes will be behind a bench next season: 
Rick Tocchet and John Tortorella. For Tortorella especially, the fit needs 
to make sense, as I believe his preference is to stay on the East Coast. 
Tocchet was close to taking over Dallas midseason when management 
considered a change from Rick Bowness. I was told Tocchet and the 
Stars were in advanced talks but could not agree on contract terms. 

Any other names to keep an eye on? 

Quite a few. Now that the Blues are eliminated, I wouldn't be surprised if 
assistant coach Jim Montgomery gets a few calls. Montgomery, whose 
time in Dallas ended because of "unprofessional conduct," has gone to 
rehab and is in a much different place than he was 2½ years ago. I'm not 
sure if he'll get a head-coaching job this round, but I do think there will be 
interest. 

Calgary's elimination also opens the door for Kirk Mueller to get some 
looks. Mike Vellucci, a well-respected assistant in Pittsburgh, has already 
proved he can win as a head coach in the OHL and is starting to 
generate buzz. An up-and-coming name that's been out there for a while 
is Spencer Carbery, who spent last year as an assistant in Toronto. And I 
wouldn't discount this being the summer that general managers and 
owners are more willing to look outside the box, and bring in women or 
minority candidates who wouldn't previously have been considered. Call 
it the Jim Rutherford effect. 

Has Jay Woodcroft or Andrew Brunette earned a permanent head-
coaching gig? 

Taking Connor McDavid to his first conference finals in seven years? 
That alone earns Woodcroft a new contract. I believe Woodcroft might 
have already sealed the job before that with how he restructured the 
Oilers' defense -- to actually have structure -- and maximized the talent 
around McDavid and Draisaitl. The fact the Oilers have done it all with 
subpar goaltending, which is usually a dagger for coaches, proves 
Woodcroft is the right person for Edmonton. 

As for Brunette? I'd like to see him get the permanent head-coaching job 
in Florida. No doubt a second-round exit for a Presidents' Trophy-winning 
team is disappointing -- especially when Florida's offense, the most 
prolific since the 1990s Penguins, inexplicably dried up at the wrong time. 
But Brunette took over under challenging circumstances -- the sudden 
departure of future Hall of Famer Joel Quenneville, while the team was 
off to a 7-0 start -- and managed to maintain the trajectory and elevate 
the team to new heights. 

I got the sense players respected Brunette and responded well to his 
coaching style. That said, I don't know if anyone -- Brunette included -- 
knows how this is going to play out. Perhaps ownership looks to take a 
big swing for an experienced coach, or even petitions the league to allow 
Quenneville to return. This past season was the time for Florida to go all-
in, with extensions to Aleksander Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe about to 
kick in. So this summer will be one for big decisions, all around. 

Let's talk about some of the teams that have been eliminated. What's 
going to happen with the Penguins this summer? 

To me, the Penguins are the biggest story simmering in the NHL right 
now. Pittsburgh had been trying all spring to fend off the storyline of this 
being its core's "last dance." But the truth is, I believe it was. 
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Kris Letang and Evgeni Malkin hit free agency on July 13, and initial talks 
between both players' camps and Penguins management have felt 
fractured. They are not aligned on money, nor term, and there's a decent 
chance both players walk away this summer. There's going to be a ripple 
effect for Sidney Crosby, who is under contract for three more years. 
According to sources, Crosby isn't pleased if his friends are being 
disrespected, and who knows how that could affect the end of his tenure 
in Pittsburgh. 

The Penguins did make an important move, re-signing Bryan Rust on 
very amenable terms for both sides: six years, with an average annual 
value of $5.125 million. Rust could have received a higher cap hit on the 
open market, but he clearly wanted to stay in Pittsburgh, and the 
Penguins are happy to keep around a hardworking player who 
overachieved on his previous contract. Rust has been a great linemate 
for Crosby and Jake Guentzel. 

With the potential cap savings from Letang and Malkin, the Penguins 
might be able to retool on the fly. Mike Sullivan is one of the best 
coaches in the game, and has perfected a next-man-up mentality with 
that group (which, I should mention, has weathered unrelenting injury 
woes over the past few seasons). But the Penguins will look different 
next season. 

And the Leafs? 

There was some surprise in the hockey world that the Leafs opted for 
leadership stability after yet another first-round playoff loss. They are now 
0-9 in elimination games over the past five years and haven't won a 
playoff series since 2004. However there's no shame in the way they lost 
this year, in Game 7 of a hard-fought series with the two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champions. And that is why it was announced both GM Kyle 
Dubas and coach Sheldon Keefe are returning. But make no mistake, 
there is little room for error next season. 

So what happens between now and then? Change has to happen. A third 
of the team is on expiring contracts. Jason Spezza, a beloved veteran 
who made an indelible impact in the locker room, announced his 
retirement and will join the front office in an advisory role. Ilya Mikheyev, 
who scored 21 goals in 53 games, probably priced his way out of 
Toronto. The Leafs have already inked Mark Giordano to an affordable 
extension, but the most important UFA is Jack Campbell. The Leafs need 
to decide if they want to keep the 27-year-old goaltender, but the bigger 
question is, for how much? 

Ideally the Leafs want to fill some roster holes with young players within 
the organization, which is helpful salarywise and smart for long-term 
development. That also could clear the way to bring in free agents, but 
since the team is up against the salary cap, there's still maneuvering to 
be done. Does Toronto explore a trade market for William Nylander? Do 
the Leafs clear $3.5 million by parting with the uber-versatile Alexander 
Kerfoot? Can they find any solution for their Petr Mrazek conundrum? 

Nobody is quite sure what Toronto will do, but the team can't run it back 
with the exact same roster, that's for sure. 

What about the Bruins? 

Boston had one of the more perplexing season-end availabilities that I've 
watched this year. It's hard to fault the Bruins on their first-round, seven-
game exit to the Canes. Boston played hard, but Carolina was just a little 
better in the end. Cam Neely seemed to suggest Bruce Cassidy's job 
status wasn't certain, which shocked a lot of people in hockey, who view 
Cassidy as one of the best coaches in the game. 

"I think we have to look at making some changes as far as how we play 
and the way we do some of the things," Neely said at his season-end 
session with reporters. "I think Bruce is a fantastic coach. He's brought a 
lot of success to this organization. I like him as a coach. We'll see where 
it goes. But I do think we need to make some changes." 

Some of those changes will be dictated by necessity. Captain Patrice 
Bergeron has yet to decide his future and very well could retire. If 
Bergeron retires -- and even if he doesn't -- the Bruins need to address 
center depth organizationally. Boston has sacrificed draft picks for short-
term success recently, as the Bruins don't have a first-rounder in 2022 or 
a second-rounder in 2023 or 2024. 

Brad Marchand underwent surgeries to both hips that will sideline him for 
the first two months of the regular season. Defenseman Matt Grzelcyk 
underwent shoulder surgery that could also keep him out for the start of 
2022-23. While I was told the Bruins had a very positive exit meeting with 
Jake DeBrusk, the winger is still going to take some time to decide 
whether he wants to stay in Boston or maintain his request to be traded. 

The Bruins have been retooling on the fly, with slow departures of their 
Cup-winning core (Zdeno Chara, David Krejci, Torey Krug, Tuukka 
Rask), but even more changes appear on the horizon. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Carried by 'Kid Line,' rusty Rangers beat rested Lightning 
in Game 1 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 2, 2022, 1:01 AM 

 

New York Rangers fans needn't look any further than across at the 
opposing bench to be reminded how an impactful third line can swing a 
series or — heck, why not dream? — a Stanley Cup run. 

Yes, the young, cheap trio of Alexis Lafrenière (age 20), Filip Chytil (22), 
and Kaapo Kakko (20) is growing into the not-so-secret weapon that the 
Tampa Bay Lightning’s heralded Blake Coleman–Yanni Gourde–Barclay 
Goodrow triumvirate became during the defending champs’ two-year 
reign. 

Tilt the ice. 

Check hard. 

Supply great bang for a reasonable buck. 

And pop up on the scoreboard. 

"That’s why we’re still here. We’re getting scoring from that line," 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant told reporters Wednesday, the night his 
club decisively swiped Game 1 by a score of 6-2. 

"If you’re going to advance deep in the playoffs, you need scoring from 
everybody. And those kids really stepped it up and played good hockey. 
No doubt." 

Rust trumped Rest early in the Eastern Conference Final, with the 
Blueshirts not skipping a beat in their every-other-day schedule. 

Fifty-goal man Chris Kreider beat Tampa’s vaunted Andrei Vasilevskiy on 
the series’ opening shot, thanks to a sneaky no-look pass from Mika 
Zibanejad, and gave the home side a lead it would not relinquish. 

Goals from Steven Stamkos, Frank Vatrano and Ondrej Palat followed, 
knotting the contest 2-2 and setting the stage for a four-goal explosion 
from New York’s dynamic cast of forwards. 

"This isn’t on him at all," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said, defending his 
goaltender after "Igor’s better!" chants rained down in Madison Square 
Garden. 

"We could have put both goalies (in net). The pucks are still going in." 

Chytil sniped his third game-winner of the post-season by one-timing a 
pretty Kakko pass from behind the net, then provided his own insurance 
with a second one-timer off a feed from K’Andre Miller (age 22). 

"He’s the (third)-longest-tenured Ranger on the team," defenceman 
Jacob Trouba teased. "So I don’t know how he can be considered a kid 
anymore." 
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Regardless, Chytil doesn’t mind the nickname for his unit of first-round 
draft picks — which has combined for 10 goals this post-season despite 
limited ice time. 

Lafreniere-Chytil-Kakko outscored the Lightning 2-0 and combined for 
five points in the series opener, and not one forward reached 14 minutes 
of ice time. 

"I’m really happy with how we grow with every game. It’s our first playoff 
for all three of us," said Chytil, heating up with five goals in his past three 
outings. 

"Just playing every game hard, playing for the team. We’ve scored some 
important goals. It’s a great experience for all three of us. 

"We’re young guys, so we’re not thinking too much about anything else. 
We’re just having fun out there, playing hard and working for the team." 

What a wonderful bonus for general manager Chris Drury, who is reaping 
incredible benefit from an exuberant trio that, combined, only counts 
$4.15 million against his salary cap. Even better, only Kakko, a restricted 
free agent without arbitration rights, is due for a summer pay bump. 

In a salary-cap world, it’s not only helpful for a few playoff performers to 
punch above their financial weight class. It’s necessary. 

The Kid Line is but one example of that in New York. 

The Rangers are also milking tremendous value out of Miller and top 
defenceman Adam Fox (up to 20 points in 15 playoff games), still on their 
entry-level contracts. 

The emergence of a confident Chytil as an offensive threat, though, is 
particularly timely. The centreman scored just eight goals in the regular 
season and is suddenly up to seven in 15 playoff games. 

At one point in the season, Gallant challenged the youngster to model his 
game after top pivot Mika Zibanejad, a reliable two-way force. 

"He got the message," Gallant said. "He deserves what he’s getting right 
now." 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Brayden Point, who suffered a significant lower-body injury in Game 7 
against Toronto, skated at Madison Square Garden Wednesday morning 
and is eager to get back in action. 

But Cooper tempered expectations: "Pointer is playing hockey again. We 
just don’t know whether it’s this season, next season, this round." 

• How’s this for an unexpected stat? 

The past seven times a rested team coming off a playoff sweep has met 
a team coming off a seven-game series, the team fresh off the seven-
gamer has been victorious. 

"Maybe the negative part of it is, you’ve been out of the fight for a little 
bit," Cooper said. "Now you gotta get yourself back into it." 

• Vasilevskiy surrendered more goals in 35:43 against the Rangers (four) 
than he did through four games against the Florida Panthers (three). 

• Nick Paul, an impending unrestricted free agent, made a pedestrian 
$1.35 million this season. Thriving as both a role player and now in a 
promoted role with Point sidelined, the former Ottawa Senator is about to 
get paid. 

"Character guy. Works hard. Scored a big goal for us," said Gallant, who 
coached Paul for Team Canada at 2021’s golden world championships. 
"Outstanding kid." 

• Fat Joe was all the way up in Madison Square Garden, so excited to 
take in another round for the kings of New York. Which gives me an 
excuse to share my favourite Fat Joe verse. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bouncing back has been part of the Oilers' playoff DNA, 
but this climb will be steeper 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 1, 2022, 6:08 PM 

 

DENVER  — The Edmonton Oilers don’t barge into a series, like the 
great Chris Farley storming into a bit on Saturday Night Live.  

They tiptoe around the plot, the way your 10-year-old bears the news of 
the window she broke playing road hockey. Like a guy dropping into a 
105-degree Fahrenheit hot tub, they ease in to each new round with a 
deep breath and a long exhale.  

This is your team, Oilers fan.   

Love them for who they are.  

“I don’t think it’s who we are,” countered Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, an 
expected response by a proud Oiler.  

But before he’d finished his thought, however, he was saying this: “Game 
1’s haven’t been our thing, for sure, there’s no question about that.”  

How to watch Game 2 of the Oilers vs. Avalanche series 

The opening tilt saw Edmonton and Colorado erupt for 14 goals. Will the 
Conference Final's sequel feature the same offensive dynamism, or will 
steady play rule the day? Live coverage starts Wednesday night at 8 
p.m. ET / 5 p.m. PT. 

Head coach Jay Woodcroft is known for bending a negative question the 
way Marty McSorley once curved a Koho, slinging back a positive 
answer to a query that might have taken him down a road he doesn’t 
want to travel.  

But even a coach who once called a loss a “non-win” couldn’t conjure up 
the necessary spin to bypass the question: “Is this just part of your 
team’s DNA?”  

“Well, this team has lost three game No. 1’s. I can't tell you that we 
haven't done that,” he said. “That's a fact.”  

Having established the pattern, it’s incumbent on us to move on to Game 
2’s, where Edmonton has been money. In a game of adjustments, the 
Oilers have out-schemed their opponents in Game 2, turning the series 
back their way.  

And so they dusted off the old Game 2 script on the off-day here 
Wednesday.  

"We have our meeting coming up soon here,” Cody Ceci said around 11 
a.m. Wednesday, “and I think it's going to be pretty similar, unfortunately. 
We had some chances late, but we gave up way too many goals to win 
that game.”  

The beauty of a good team playing poorly is that they tend to bounce 
back. And Edmonton’s bounce-back game has been strong, a card 
Woodcroft played with the media and, no doubt, later on with his players.  

“In all three of those games, they were tied or within one goal,” Woodcroft 
explained. “So did we play perfectly? We didn't play perfectly. We know 
we can be better just like we could be better after Game 1 versus L.A., 
just like we could be better after Game 1 versus Calgary.”  

In the playoffs, as often as not, a team’s success can be found in the 
numbers posted by its goaltender.  

In five career Game 1’s as an Oiler, Mike Smith's numbers are heinous: a 
0-3 record, a 6.77 goals-against average and an .823 saves percentage. 
He has been pulled three times (twice this spring).  

But in Game 2’s he is 2-1 with a 1.30 GAA, a .962 SV% and one shutout. 
He has allowed just four goals on 106 shots. 
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Woodcroft, in classic playoff subterfuge, wouldn’t name Smith as his 
starter on Thursday. We would declare that the odds of a Mikko Koskinen 
start are about as good Connor McDavid being a healthy scratch.  

Because Smith personifies what this team has become. Obstinate, 
proud, a memory like the average husband (i.e. perilously short), Smith is 
the backbone of the bounce-back.  

“When we’re down, we’re not out of the fight,” promised Smith. “(We) 
continue to battle right to the end, and play for each other.”  

Here’s the problem: That hill that the Oilers have climbed has been 
elevated. What was a pitcher’s mound in Round 1 against the third best 
team in the NHL’s fourth best Division, is now a K2-sized mountain. 

Colorado is the cream of the Western Conference crop. Sure, Edmonton 
proved they could play with the Avs when they took them to overtime 
twice before beating Colorado 6-3 in their final meeting. But those games 
were all played in the season’s final six weeks, when Colorado had it on 
cruise control.  

“They locked up a spot pretty early and kind of cruised into playoffs. They 
had some injuries and whatnot,” admitted Edmonton defenceman Cody 
Ceci. “Right now they're healthy and they're really playing the right way. 
They're a good hockey team, but I think we're a good hockey team as 
well.  

“Last night showed the game got away from us, but we still battled back. 
It was a closer game than it seemed.”  

That’s what the Oilers will cling to. That “it was a closer game than it 
seemed,” and that they’ve been here before and got their split.  

So far this spring, the Edmonton Oilers are two-for-two on soft starts and 
scrappy Game 2’s.  

For their sake, let hope it’s in their DNA after all. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avs' Cale Makar remains Colorado's humble superstar 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 1, 2022, 6:03 PM 

 

DENVER — Cale Makar is the maestro, the conductor of this high-
powered and finely-tuned offence that plays at a ridiculous pace and can 
come at you in waves. 

But unlike some of the more offensively gifted blue-liners of his and 
previous generations, the Colorado Avalanche defenceman also has one 
of the toughest tasks in the Western Conference final with the Edmonton 
Oilers: trying to contain the best player on the planet, Connor McDavid. 

No, this isn’t a job for one individual, it quite literally takes a village (or a 
five-man unit) to try and keep tabs on the Oilers captain, but Avalanche 
head coach Jared Bednar not only doesn’t have to shelter Makar, he’s 
going out of his way to ensure he’s on the ice against McDavid and 
Draisaitl. 

Part of the reason for that is that Makar’s fluid skating and prompt 
decision-making are valuable assets when it comes to trying to keep up 
with one of the fastest players in the history of the sport — especially 
when the puck is on his stick. 

The scoresheet will tell you that both Makar and McDavid chipped in a 
goal and two assists for three points in what ended up being an 
exhilarating 8-6 victory for the Avalanche in Game 1, but that only told 
part of the story. 

Makar was at his best for much of the night, jumping up in the play in a 
responsible manner, making smart reads in all three zones, many of 
which led to plenty of chances being generated for himself and those 
others on the ice with him. 

One of those assists was a piece of good fortune as his slapshot from the 
point caromed in off J.T. Compher, chasing Oilers goalie Mike Smith in 
the process. 

He was involved in the pivotal play of the game, the goal with 13.6 
seconds that was upheld despite a coach’s challenge for offside after it 
was ruled that Avalanche winger Valeri Nichushkin had exited the 
offensive zone before Makar regained possession of the puck upon 
entry. 

Because of the combination of mobility, vision and passing ability, Makar 
is a zone-exit machine who feeds the transition game. 

That led a reporter to ask on Wednesday if that is an innate skill or 
something Makar was taught or coached to do over the years? 

“A certain amount of it for sure comes natural,” said Bednar. “I'm sure 
he's been coached along the way as well. In order to be able to exit the 
zone the way he does and make the plays he does, it's not just his 
skating ability that allows it to happen, right? 

“There's reads and deception in his game that a lot of it comes natural 
but there's certain reads you’ve got to make on the ice to be able to read 
your team's forecheck in order to know where you want to go and how 
you want to get it done. So I would say a little bit of both.” 

Game 2 goes Thursday night at 8 pm ET (Sportsnet) before the series 
shifts to Alberta for Games 3 and 4. 

Sometimes it’s easy to forget that Makar is just shy of his 24th birthday 
and he’s just scratching the surface when it comes to his potential, even 
though Bednar already trusts and relies on him and regular defence 
partner Devon Toews to play in all situations. 

Because he burst on to the scene following his sophomore season with 
UMass-Amherst and made an immediate impact in the playoffs against 
the Calgary Flames and San Jose Sharks in the spring of 2019, it feels 
like Makar has been in the NHL longer than just three full seasons, after 
that six-game playoff cameo. 

Makar captured the Calder Trophy as a rookie and is up for the Norris 
Trophy for a second consecutive season after amassing 28 goals and 86 
points in 77 games in 2021-22. 

The interesting thing to remember about Makar was that the Avalanche 
were ready to sign him after completing his freshman season. In an age 
when most young prospects want to be in the NHL yesterday, he opted 
to return to school so that he could add a bit more seasoning before 
turning pro. 

“It doesn’t surprise me that he didn’t take the easiest road,” said Bednar. 
“He went to college and we wanted him out and he said ‘I’m not ready. I 
want to go back and spend another year.’ 

“He’s not looking for instant satisfaction. He’s the type of guy that has 
had the long game in mind this whole (time). It’s not (about) how good he 
is when he’s 18, 19 or 20, it’s how good he wants to be eventually and 
how much work he’s going to put into it and how much sacrifice he’s 
willing to endure in order to get to where he wants to go as a player long 
term. 

On Wednesday, Bednar was asked what qualities he appreciates about 
Makar, being around  him on a daily basis. 

“It's a long list,” said Bednar, smiling broadly. “I appreciate his 
professionalism, his maturity, how humble he is for an elite player. How 
committed he is. Those are the things that stand out to me. 

“You've all seen all the production on the ice, but just a quiet competitor, 
great teammate. Real humble guy. Love his character, love his 
personality and all those things that the normal fan doesn't see but I'm 
sure (they will) as his career goes on.” 

Makar is already a superstar, albeit a humble one, but the exposure for 
his game will only increase the deeper the Avalanche go during this 
extended playoff run. 
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While the participants in this series are focused solely on the goal of 
reaching the Stanley Cup Finals and beyond, one can’t help but wonder 
what a Team Canada power play might look like at an Olympic Games 
with Makar at the top of the umbrella and McDavid and Avalanche centre 
Nathan MacKinnon on opposite sides of him. 

The possibilities for that trio on the world stage are endless, whether it’s 
with the man-advantage or at even strength. 

When you consider how explosive each of them are, how quickly they 
can get up the ice and how much they enjoy sharing the puck, highlight-
reel moments would be the rule and not the exception. 

Dare to dream, folks. Dare to dream. 

For the time being, soak in the sights of having so many dynamic players 
on the marquee in this series going head-to-head for the first time in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The plot twist for Makar is that he’s going up against one of the players 
he emulated growing up in Oilers defenceman Duncan Keith. 

“Yeah, I mean, growing up, obviously he was on Chicago and I was a big 
Blackhawks fan and my minor-hockey team (had) kind of the same logo,” 
said Makar, a Calgary product who played for the Brooks Bandits of the 
Alberta Junior Hockey League before heading off to college. “I definitely 
watched a lot of him growing up. He was very dynamic. He's still a very 
dynamic player. He was always the first guy up in the rush, first guy back. 

“He was kind of one of the guys where his speed could change the game 
and stuff. Him and (Brent) Seabrook were such a good pairing to learn 
from.” 

Nowadays, Makar is that guy helping to set the standard and challenging 
the stereotype for how offensive defencemen are perceived, given his 
commitment to being a complete player. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens coach St. Louis is the right man for the job in 
front of him 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

June 1, 2022, 5:00 PM 

 

MONTREAL— Jeff Gorton called Martin St. Louis special and repeated it 
several times. 

A week after firing Dominique Ducharme and deciding, with the help of 
general manager Kent Hughes, that St. Louis would be replacing him, the 
executive vice president of hockey operations sat across from me and 
provided a detailed, earnest explanation of what he was trying to build 
the Montreal Canadiens into on and off the ice and expressed that his 
new coach was at the core of that vision and the culture he and Hughes 
wanted to establish in order to not only once again become successful 
but to also be able to sustain success over the long-term. 

“I just think Marty is just a special person,” Gorton said. “You meet a lot 
of people in this world. Some people you meet, you just know that 
whatever they do they're going to be successful. That’s Marty. He’s going 
to help with culture, the team, everything.” 

Gorton knew then what many skeptics discovered about St. Louis over 
his 37 games behind the Canadiens’ bench from February to the end of 
April. He said he knew well before, actually, from when he was GM of the 
New York Rangers and tried to install St. Louis as coach of their AHL 
affiliate before St. Louis told him he wasn’t yet prepared to be away from 
his young family as much as he’d need to in order to meet the demands 
of the job. 

And Hughes, who had spent a lot of time with St. Louis prior to both of 
them joining the organization, knew, too. 

When I walked out of my interview with Gorton, I bumped into the GM 
and shared that I initially thought St. Louis — who was making the 
astronomical leap from the bantam bench to the one only 31 others have 
stood behind in Canadiens history — was being hired on an interim basis 
to buy the team time to do a much more extensive search in the off-
season, when more established coaches who fit the unique criteria of 
having to communicate in French would be available. 

Hughes shook his head. 

“We could’ve continued with Dom and waited until the summer,” Hughes 
said. "But Marty wouldn’t have been available if we waited until then." 

St. Louis was their man from the start and, on Wednesday, Gorton and 
Hughes announced he’d be their man for the next three seasons. 

The man who turns 47 in 17 days is the right man for the job in front of 
him. He’s the one who, over a significant sample size, showed he had 
what it took to make both individuals and the team better; the one who 
turned around the team’s culture and established a way of playing that’s 
congruent with how management wants to play; the one who already 
showed that he can thrive in an environment where the emphasis is more 
on development than it is on winning; the one who appears poised to 
prove he’ll be the right man when expectations rise significantly from 
where they are now, with the team coming off a last-place finish in the 
standings. 

“I think I’ll always have that pressure, my own internal pressure — I don’t 
like to lose,” St. Louis said via Zoom after his deal was announced. “But 
do I want to win in the short-term mindset and goals, so to speak, at the 
price of not developing the young guys that are going to help you win for 
years? No, I don’t want to risk that. 

“I want to have the young guys — the prospects, the players that are 
here now—reach their full potential. Sometimes you’ve gotta put those 
guys on the ice and make them feel confident on the ice and (in the) 
short-term does that not help you win as many games? I don’t know, but 
I’m not going to go into the season and just think about I have to win 
every game at the price of not developing the young guys. I’m not doing 
that. I think if I develop the guys the way I know I can and have them 
reach their full potential, I think winning is just going to be a side effect of 
what we’re doing. And once you get that, I think you sustain success for 
the long-term.” 

He put the emphasis on developing everyone — not just the young 
players — in his first half season and will continue to do so moving 
forward. It’s part of what earned him the universal buy-in he obtained and 
what will continue to help him earn it. 

“I think we all appreciated his ability to understand what you are as an 
individual and how he could help you improve your game. That was 
special,” Canadiens alternate captain Brendan Gallagher said to me 
when we touched base Wednesday afternoon. “And it was different 
things for all of us. I talked to Josh Anderson quite a bit this year 
because, even if we’re completely different players, we play a similar 
style and the things he was talking to us about were similar. And then 
there was (star) players like Cole (Caufield) and (Nick Suzuki) Suzy, who 
he could relate to and talk to in certain ways. He works with you as an 
individual and always says, ‘You know, you’re a certain age, you’re not 
going to shoot that much harder, you’re not going to skate that much 
faster, but you can always improve your brain.’ He just worked at us 
thinking the game a little differently but always understanding what kind 
of players we are and working inside that.” 

And St. Louis did it without a hint of arrogance. 

He was an all-star player, a Stanley Cup champion, a Hart Trophy 
winner, the players’ MVP, an Olympic gold medallist and, eventually, a 
Hall of Famer. No one would’ve begrudged him for not only using all of 
that as the ultimate offset to his lack of coaching experience, but as an 
excuse to run a dictatorship. 

Instead, St. Louis carried himself like someone who never forgot that 
before he was all those things he was the guy who no one believed could 
play in the NHL; the undrafted, undersized player who was cut from the 
Calgary Flames; a perceived lifetime minor leaguer; a player unlikely to 
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get opportunity above the fourth line in the world’s best league. He took 
on his role, admirably, with humility. 

“Show them, Marty,” St. Louis’ mother, France, always urged, and he 
obliged as a player. 

St. Louis did the same thing as interim coach and will continue to do it 
now, even with job security in-hand. 

“I don’t think I proved myself to be a good coach yet,” he said. “I think I 
feel that when I came into the league, I knew I had the ability to be a 
good player in this league but it took some time to prove to people that I 
could execute in this league, and I think as a coach I feel the same way. I 
think I have an experience and qualities that I think can make me a good 
coach, but I’m going to have to… My actions, the way I succeed will 
speak for itself.” 

Gorton and Hughes clearly believe, and so do Montreal’s players. 

They believe St. Louis is special, too. 

“I think you’d be hard pressed to find a single guy who isn’t happy and 
doesn’t want to come back and play for him or believe he was great 
coach in his short time with us,” said alternate captain Paul Byron via 
text. “He sees and thinks the game at one of the highest levels ever 
played, which was evident in his playing career. But what I’d say 
separates him from other great players who might not have had success 
coaching is his ability to communicate the way he sees the game to you. 
The way he can communicate and relate to almost any player really 
separates him from most coaches. 

“Guys want to buy into his ideas and the culture he wants to establish. 
We can all see how much success he had as a player and it really feels 
like he’s trying to push each guy (to) be as successful as possible. He’s 
really able to grab your focus, attention and get a good feel of how the 
guys and the team are feeling on particular days. He makes coming to 
the rink fun every day, which is very hard to do in the NHL with the 
craziness of the schedule. He’s got a great feel for the pulse of the team. 

"We have a young team, lots of prospects with great potential and the top 
pick this year. It’s really important to establish a winning culture, with 
winning habits day after day after day so that seasons like this past one 
don’t happen again. This team will get to the point where making the 
playoffs is the standard expected every year with the goal of winning a 
Stanley Cup much sooner than people think, and there is no better coach 
or person out there right now who can build that winning culture while 
also developing these young players to reach their full potential.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames face a challenging road back to contention 

 

Salim Valji 

 

As the Calgary Flames enter the off-season, the route to a deep playoff 
run looks considerably tougher because of the harsh realities of the 
hockey business that lie ahead for the organization. 

The 2021-22 regular season was a rousing success. The team rebuilt its 
culture and identity under head coach Darryl Sutter. The Flames finished 
first in the Pacific Division, and both the eye test and the numbers show it 
was no accident.  

The Flames were aggressive on the forecheck, played with pace, and 
were remarkably consistent from start to finish. They ranked third in goals 
against per game (2.51), sixth in goals per game (3.55) and penalty kill 
percentage (83.2 per cent), and 10th in power play percentage (22.9 per 
cent). No other team ranked in the top 10 in each of those categories this 
season. 

The Flames were also the only team in NHL history to have four 35-goal 
scorers (Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk, Elias Lindholm, Andrew 
Mangiapane), plus Jack Adams (Sutter), Selke (Lindholm), and Vezina 
(Jacob Markstrom) finalists. Over half the roster hit career highs in goals, 
assists, or points.  

Flames management has shrewdly negotiated several contracts in 
previous off-seasons that now look team-friendly and set the team up for 
2021-22. 

They had two 100-point wingers (Gaudreau and Tkachuk) at less than 
$15 million combined, a 35-goal scorer in Mangiapane at less than $2.5 
million, a No. 1 centre in Lindholm at under $5 million, and a legitimate 
top pairing on the blueline (Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin) at less 
than $10 million combined. 

Because of that smart cap management, the Flames had certain luxuries 
that other teams did not this season. Calgary could spend more than $10 
million on its fourth line (Milan Lucic, Sean Monahan, Brett Ritchie) and 
nearly $6 million on its third defence pairing (Nikita Zadorov and Erik 
Gudbranson) and had the assets to improve the team mid-season. 

The Flames were remarkably healthy as well. Of all lineup regulars, only 
Monahan missed significant time because of injury, and the team did not 
have to play any games with a depleted roster when it had a COVID-19 
outbreak in December. 

General manager Brad Treliving recognized this was the year the team 
could make its first deep run since 2004, and improved the group by 
dealing for Tyler Toffoli, Calle Jarnkrok, and Ryan Carpenter ahead of 
the trade deadline. 

While the Flames did win a division title and first playoff series since 
2015, the team – arguably the most talented since the 1989 Stanley Cup 
winner – could not advance past the second round. 

Much reflection will take place over the coming months.  

What if the Flames got average goaltending from Jacob Markstrom 
versus the Oilers? Were they too rigid in playing style versus Edmonton? 
Why did some forwards struggle to generate offence? And what if Blake 
Coleman’s goal late in Game 5 had counted? 

One certainty is that the route to the third round and beyond will likely be 
tougher in 2022-23. 

Gaudreau, should he re-sign, is in line for a big pay raise, as are 
restricted free agents Mangiapane, Tkachuk, and Oliver Kylington. There 
is a very real chance the Flames must shed more than $10 million in 
salary to keep those homegrown talents. There will be sacrifices. The 
more than $16 million invested in the fringes of the roster will be a distant 
memory. A veteran like Lucic ($5.25 million) or Monahan ($6.375 million), 
both of whom have trade protection, or young blueliner Juuso Valimaki 
($1.55 million), might have to get dealt to make the numbers work. 

Flames management has done a good job in finding players through the 
draft and free agency, and the team will likely remain competitive for a 
playoff spot next season. 

The question is the lost opportunity of 2021-22 and, with everything that 
went right for the team on and off the ice, when will there will be as good 
an opportunity for a run to the Stanley Cup again? 

Sutter has said that this season was about laying a foundation. 

The realities of NHL business will determine just how many of the players 
who helped lay this foundation in Calgary will be around to see what it 
becomes. 
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USA TODAY / Kid Line helps New York Rangers rout Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Andrei Vasilevskiy 
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VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   | NorthJersey.com 

 

NEW YORK — Filip Chytil didn't sound crazy about the "Kid Line" 
nickname, but he didn't offer any strong objections, either. 

"I don’t mind it," the 22-year-old center said before Game 1 of the 
Eastern Conference final. "It is what it is." 

He's more concerned with the way his line with fellow first-round draft 
picks Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko are performing. And after two 
encouraging rounds, they continued their upward trajectory Wednesday 
at Madison Square Garden. 

The kids played a pivotal role in the Rangers' series-opening 6-2 win over 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, with Chytil leading the charge. 

"I'm very happy with how we go with every game," he said. "It’s the first 
playoffs for all three of us, so we’re just playing every game hard, playing 
for the team. We scored some important goals and we are happy. It's a 
great experience for all three of us." 

The pair of goals came in a span of 5:34 in the second period, with the 
first turning out to be the game-winner. 

Shortly after Lightning forward Ondrej Palat tied the score at 2-2, the Kid 
Line produced a relentless shift that featured a full minute of sustained 
offensive-zone time. It ended with Kakko dancing behind the net and 
weaving a pass through two defenders. Chytil was waiting in the slot and 
buried a one-timer to give the Rangers a 3-2 lead with 9:51 remaining in 
the period. 

An even longer possession resulted in the second goal, with fellow 22-
year-old K'Andre Miller sending a cross-ice pass right into Chytil's 
wheelhouse for another one-timer, this one from the right circle. 

The young guys stole the headlines, but the Rangers put together an 
impressive team effort against the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champions. 

After a straightforward, risk-adverse approach against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in round two – at least for the first five games – the Rangers 
came out wheeling and dealing against Tampa, with 11 different players 
registering at least one point. 

MSG just erupted just 1:11 into Game 1, as Mika Zibanejad beat Nikita 
Kucherov to a loose puck, drew the defense and found Chris Kreider 
wide open in the slot. The Rangers' leading goal-scorer in these playoffs 
finished with a perfectly placed shot in between the post and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy's right arm to quickly give the Rangers a 1-0 lead. 

They continued to push the pace in the opening five minutes, with the 
Lightning looking like a team that was searching for its sea legs after an 
eight-day layoff. 

They seemed to find them temporarily, pinning the Rangers in their own 
zone for stretches in the first period. They ended of those possessions 
with a screaming one-timer from Steven Stamkos, who took a pass from 
Jan Rutta and roofed it with a powerful shot that goalie Igor Shesterkin 
had no chance at. 

The two teams continued to trade goals in the first half of the second 
period, with Frank Vatrano scoring for the Rangers before Palat tied it for 
the Lightning. But the Kid Line seized momentum from there and the 
Blueshirts never relinquished it. 

Artemi Panarin opened the third period with his first even-strength goal 
since May 7 to make it 5-2, which was followed by a power-play goal 
from Zibanejad that put an exclamation point on the affair. 

'Igor's better!' 

The Rangers have now scored 17 goals in their last three games after 
mustering nine in their previous five. The respect and tentativeness they 
showed in the face of the Hurricanes' aggressive forecheck has given 
way to a speed-and-skill game that befits their top players. 

They took advantage of a Tampa team that may have been dealing with 
rust, particularly Vasilevskiy. 

By the third period, fans at the Garden were chanting, "Igor's better! 
Igor's better!" 

Shesterkin looked like his usual self, which is to say hard to beat. He 
robbed Kucherov on a few occasions and finished with 37 saves. 

No update on Avalanche goalie Darcy Kuemper 

Colorado Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said he didn't know if Darcy 
Kuemper would be available for Thursday's Game 2. 

The goalie left during Colorado's 8-6 victory against the Edmonton Oilers 
in Game 1. Bednar said he wasn't going to provide details when asked if 
it was related to the first-round incident in which Kuemper caught a stick 
near his eye. 

"He relayed that he was having some issues, so I told (backup goalie 
Pavel Francouz) to get ready," Bednar said. "I think it was during our 
power play so no immediate rush to get him out of there. As soon as we 
got the opportunity, we got him out." 

Around the rinks 

Lightning forward Brayden Point, who was injured in Game 7 of the first 
round, skated Wednesday, but coach Jon Cooper tamped down 
expectations that he'd be back anytime soon. ... Los Angeles Kings 
captain Anze Kopitar won the Mark Messier NHL Leadership Award. 
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