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Hurricanes’ offseason priority? Find more ‘finish’ to finish the job they started 

By Luke DeCock 

The noise of the playoffs is long gone, replaced at PNC 
Arena by the sound of ice being pulled up and the clock 
ticking … ticking … ticking. 

In the wake of the Carolina Hurricanes’ harsh second-round 
elimination at the hands of the New York Rangers, this 
group’s first real run as a legitimate Stanley Cup contender 
having established themselves as such over 82 games, 
there’s an equally harsh realization that this group as 
currently constructed doesn’t have many chances like that 
left. 

There was a time when contracts for players like Jordan 
Staal, Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce seemed to stretch off 
into an indefinite future, but that future is now. Staal has one 
year left, and this week said he hasn’t made any decisions 
about his career beyond that. Pesce and Brady Skjei each 
have two years left. The goaltending tandem of Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta has a year to run. 

And Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and others face 
uncertain immediate futures as unrestricted free agents. 

In short, this team that has so captivated fans in its return to 
competitive relevance over the past four season, establishing 
itself this year as a regular-season powerhouse before failing 
to capitalize on home-ice advantage in the postseason in a 
disappointment to fans, players and coaches alike, only has 
so much time left to take the next step before facing a cap-
crunched retooling. 

“For years this franchise was talking about (making) the 
playoffs,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
“We’re not talking about the playoffs anymore. We’re talking 
about how we take that next step. And I think we continue to 
make progress and we’ll take the summer to look at 
everything we need to look at.” 

For now, it doesn’t feel like big changes are coming, 
especially if Jesperi Kotkaniemi slots into Trocheck’s spot 
and Niederreiter and Tony DeAngelo re-sign and Jack Drury 
moves up. That would leave work to do only on the fringes, 
where veterans like Derek Stepan, Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith are all free agents as well. 

But there’s an opportunity here, if Trocheck departs, to use 
that cap space to try to provoke much bigger improvement in 
the area where it’s most needed, the area that most let them 
down in the playoffs. The Hurricanes did an excellent job 

creating chances both in the regular season and in the 
postseason, even on the misfiring power play. They did an 
execrably poor job finishing those chances. 

You can create chances with hustle and hard work and effort 
and skill, and the Hurricanes do with all of that. But finishing 
is almost all the latter, pure skill, despite the legend of the 
“dirty goal” — deflections and bounces and kick-ins and all 
that. Andrei Svechnikov has it. Sebastian Aho has it. Seth 
Jarvis has it. Niederreiter, when he’s on a heater. But few 
others do. And for good reason: It’s rare, the kind of thing 
that gets you taken in the first round of the draft. 

The Hurricanes have built a foundation that’s strong down 
the middle — at center, on defense, in goal — like any 
contender. They need to put the frosting on that layer cake 
and add a finisher or two who can put them over the top in a 
series like the one the Hurricanes just lost. 

Some of that should come from the continuing development 
of Svechnikov and Aho and Jarvis, although in the case of 
the first two, it’s fair to ask at this point just how much farther 
they’re going to go. Either way, the Hurricanes still 
desperately need an upgrade in pure skill, in a player with 
the hands to finish these chances the Hurricanes do such a 
good job of creating. 

The most obvious fix is to wash their hands of Martin Necas, 
who actually managed to regress this season, and bring in a 
winger with proven finishing ability to replace him through 
free agency or trade. That would be an immediate upgrade 
to a roster that’s otherwise relatively set going into the 
summer, and whether it’s that or something else, this is a 
group that cries out for help in that area. 

“It’s nice when you have Aho and Svechnikov and Jarvis,” 
Waddell said. “We’ve got a pretty good nucleus of guys. You 
look back on the blue line, you’ve got Slavin and Pesce and 
Skjei. They’re all under contract. That’s a pretty good starting 
point. Both goalies are back. Last year, we were talking here, 
we had a lot of holes to fill. We were fortunate that most of 
the positions we filled resulted in positives for us. We’ll 
assess it, but the nucleus is here and we need to make sure 
we round it out.” 

The Hurricanes already had one kick at the can as a 
legitimate contender, and they only won one playoff round. 
Going into next season with the same known flaws would be 
malpractice.
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Will Hurricanes, polarizing defenseman Tony DeAngelo extend relationship? What they 
said 

By Chip Alexander 

Tony DeAngelo found a landing spot with the Carolina 
Hurricanes this season, and the landing wasn’t nearly as 
rough as some thought it might be — or, with some people, 
hoped it would be. 

Not many teams wanted DeAngelo after last season and his 
forced departure from the New York Rangers. Not all 
Hurricanes fans wanted him. The defenseman had 
undeniable offensive skills, but also the baggage of a 
troubled past, an often hot-tempered demeanor on the ice 
and questionable use of social media off it. 

Suffice it to say DeAngelo has been a polarizing kind of 
player. 

But in the past year, DeAngelo found a team that wanted 
him, a coach who understood him, a defensive partner who 
could help him and a team structure that fit him. Playing on a 
one-year contract, he fought through an injury and COVID-19 
to give the Canes a solid season, and a valid reason to sign 
him to a new deal. 

“Love to stay,” DeAngelo said Wednesday. “That’s obvious. I 
think they know that from (owner) Tom (Dundon) all the way 
down that I’d like to stay, and I’d like to think they’d like me 
back.” 

It was Dundon who approved the DeAngelo signing — one 
year, $1 million — last year when other NHL teams were 
taking a pass on a player bought out and released by the 
Rangers after an off-the-ice incident with a teammate. 

DeAngelo said a lot of perceived signing options “didn’t come 
to fruition,” but found “open arms” with the Hurricanes. 
Maybe not from all Hurricanes fans — and many were 
infuriated by the DeAngelo signing — but by the Hurricanes 
organization. 

“They listened to me and trusted me and they took me in with 
no collar on you,” DeAngelo said. “They kind of let you do 
your thing. You earn your trust and just play your game. 
There was no, ‘if you say anything you’re out,’ or anything 
like that. 

“They were good to me and I plan on being as loyal as I can 
be back, so hopefully we can come to a little game plan and 
get something done.” 

DeAngelo, 26, is a restricted free agent and has arbitration 
rights, according to CapFriendly.com, which tracks player 
contracts. The right-shot D-man can point to the fact that he 
played 64 games this season, with 10 goals and 41 assists 
while quarterbacking the Canes’ top power-play unit. He then 
had 10 points in the 14 playoff games, albeit with just two 
points in the Rangers series, saying, “I could have done a 
little more to help the team.” 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
Thursday there is interest in working out a new multi-year 
extension with DeAngelo, who is a year removed from being 
a UFA. 

“If you look at his season he was one of the more dominant 
power-play guys in the league,” Waddell said. “He was a 
really good factor for us back there on the blue line,” Waddell 
said. “Do we want to sign him? Yes.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour would like DeAngelo back, 
saying, “The offensive ability is there but his defense was 
great, as well. It wasn’t an issue. He was great for us.” 

DeAngelo said he has “rolled around the bed” the past few 
nights agonizing over the way the Canes’ power play 
misfired in the playoffs and particularly in the Rangers series 
— Carolina was 7-for-54 on the power play in the 14 games 
and 2-for-18 against the Rangers, who had seven power-
play goals in the series. 

“This (Rangers) series there was good puck movement, 
sustained zone time, good entries,” he said. “That wasn’t as 
bad as the first (Boston), which was a struggle but we got 
through it, but the puck needed to go in. You’ve got to score.” 

As for the season, DeAngelo said playing alongside Jaccob 
Slavin had him thinking, ‘I’ve got to learn a couple of things 
over here on my side of the ice.’ Slavin is so positionally 
sound and few players have better stick play. 

Slavin, in turn, said DeAngelo coming to the Canes was a 
“seamless transition” in that DeAngelo had several former 
teammates on the team and could “fit right in.” He said 
DeAngelo became better in gapping up defensively while 
giving the Canes the offense that was lost when defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton left in free agency. 

Slavin, who never chirps on the ice, said he rarely had a 
disagreement or a clash of minds with DeAngelo, a constant 
chirper when perturbed. 

“He’s emotional, he cares about winning,” Slavin said. “He 
wants to win and when things don’t seem fair he can get on 
the refs a little bit. When things don’t seem like they’re going 
the way they should be going, anyone who cares a lot is 
going to get emotional. Some just show it differently.” 

And then there was this one road game, Slavin said with a 
grin. 

“I remember one time in Colorado and it was late in the 
game and we were supposed to line up a different way for a 
faceoff and I said, ‘Tony, we’ve got to switch.’ And he told me 
no. We didn’t but it ended up being fine and it was funny. It 
was just one of those times when he was really into the 
game. 

“But our compatibility was good. We had good chemistry and 
I loved being his partner.” 

DeAngelo also enjoyed playing for Brind’Amour, calling him a 
master motivator and noting Brind’Amour had his team 
playing hard for 82 games in the regular season. 

“It’s an impressive thing for a coach to do,” he said. 

A New Jersey native, DeAngelo said he was comfortable 
living in New York, although not always in dealing with its 
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traffic congestion and his commute to the rink. But the move 
to Raleigh and the Hurricanes won him over. 

“It’s a different lifestyle but a better hockey style,” he said. “I 
was much happier with the hockey and what was going on 
here, so it makes my life much easier outside the rink, right?” 

Enough to make him want to stay. 

 

Hurricanes’ Seth Jarvis says concussion, other injuries won’t affect ‘fearless’ play 

By Chip Alexander 

Seth Jarvis came walking into the room Thursday at PNC 
Arena wearing a Carolina Hurricanes cap, T-shirt and shorts, 
looking more the part of a 20-year-old N.C. State student 
than a professional hockey player. 

But Jarvis is all hockey player. He now has the hard-won 
experience, and just as importantly the scars — physical and 
mental — to prove it. 

In the course of the Stanley Cup playoffs, Jarvis took a shot 
in the groin, had his front teeth rearranged after being hit in 
the mouth by a stick, and then suffered a concussion 
Monday in Game 7 against the New York Rangers. Not that 
any of it will change his game or his approach to the game, 
the forward said. 

“It’s not going to affect me,” Jarvis said Thursday. “It’s going 
to happen in the game of hockey. I’m never going to let fear 
get in the way of me playing my game and me being an 
effective player out there. Stuff like that can happen and it’s 
scary and it’s tough to go through, but there’s no reason for 
me to stop being fearless, stop playing hard, stop bringing 
energy to the team.” 

Jarvis, who had his exit interviews Thursday with 
management and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, said he 
was feeling “a lot better.” No more headaches, he said. 

“I still feel like I’m in a fog, it’s pretty slow,” he said. “But other 
than that there’s nothing too much going on.” 

Jarvis wasn’t he only player injured during Game 7. Goalie 
Antti Raanta said Thursday he suffered an MCL sprain that 
forced him out of the game, saying the recovery time for 
injury will be six to eight weeks. 

Jarvis said he remembers very little about the hit from the 
Rangers’ Jacob Trouba in the first period that took him out of 
the game. 

“I know we had a power play in the first period at the start of 
the game and then after that …” he said. 

Jarvis said he next recalls watching some of the third period 
of the 6-2 loss in the office of strength and conditioning 

coach Bill Burniston. He knows that teammate Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi drove him home after the game. 

“I don’t remember anything until halfway through the next 
day,” he said. “It’s a little bit scary when you don’t remember 
anything and you have the doctors tell me what I was doing. 

“I don’t remember the hit or getting off the ice or anything. So 
seeing that stuff and hearing it from other people is definitely 
a little scary.” 

Jarvis had a difficult time making it back to the bench after 
the injury. With the Canes in transition, play was not stopped 
and the Canes were whistled for too many men on the ice 
when Martin Necas jumped over the boards and into play 
before Jarvis was at the bench. 

The Rangers then quickly scored on the power play for a 2-0 
lead, making it a costly turn of events. 

Jarvis was smacked in the mouth in Game 5 while trying to 
block a shot by the Rangers’ Ryan Strome, who caught 
Jarvis with the shaft of his stick on his follow-through. That 
left Jarvis with a bloody lip and some dental work that still 
needs to be done. 

Earlier, in the first-round series against Boston, Jarvis was in 
the low slot when a shot by teammate Brendan Smith caught 
him in the groin, another painful injury. He did have three 
goals in the series, helping the Canes advance. 

The Game 7 concussion was a rough ending to what has 
been an extremely productive year for the Canes’ former 
first-round draft pick. Jarvis went from a junior player trying to 
get into preseason training camp and make the NHL roster to 
a winger playing on the top line with Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen at year’s end. 

“It’s too bad how his season came to an end because he was 
playing so well for us,” Canes forward Steven Lorentz said. 
“Just the way he did things this year, he’s oozing confidence 
and he’s just a great kid. He was a spark we needed a time, 
bringing that youthful energy. He just added a whole new 
dynamic and for a kid 20 years old, it’s cool to see.”
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Did Raleigh mayor make little Rangers fan cry at Canes game? Baldwin, father disagree. 

By Anna Johnson 

A New York Rangers fan says Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann 
Baldwin made his daughter cry during the final playoff game 
between the Rangers and Carolina Hurricanes. 

“Are you also proud of your behavior towards the 10-year-old 
girl who came to your city to root for her Rangers in game 7 
tonight?” the father tweeted. “You berated her, against the 
urging of everyone around you, until she hysterically cried.” 

Baldwin, a long-time Canes fan, says she did not yell at the 
girl or any Rangers fan at PNC Arena. 

“People can say whatever they want now,” Baldwin said in 
an interview Wednesday. “And it doesn’t even have to be 
true. And people exploit that.” 

The Hurricanes lost 6-2 to the New York Rangers in Game 7, 
ending the Canes’ season Monday night. 

On Wednesday, a spokesperson for the team said it had no 
reports of any incidents involving Baldwin. 

The News & Observer reached out to over a dozen people 
who claimed to have seen what happened, but many didn’t 
respond or declined to speak if their name were published. 

‘Get Out of Here’ 

Jordan Rozany traveled from New Jersey with his 10-year-
old daughter and his father to root for the Rangers. 

“My dad’s been taking me to games since I was born,” 
Rozany told The N&O on Thursday. “Some of my best and 
clearest memories are when the Rangers won the (Stanley) 
Cup in ‘94. I was 10 years old. The same age my daughter is 
now.” 

His daughter, Tessa, made a sign asking for a hockey stick 
with the intention to go hang out near the Rangers exit if they 
won the game. 

Since the Rangers were up in the last period, they left their 
seats and moved to sit by where the players would leave the 
rink. 

“This lady turns around and started screaming, ‘Get out of 
here. Go back to where you came from. I’m going to call the 
police,’ and I just ignored her because, you know, you’re on 
the road and hockey fans can be aggressive,” Rozany said. 

They tried to ignore it, he said, but the woman got out of her 
seat and walked toward them and begin yelling at them. 

“She seemed to be addressing my daughter, not even me,” 
Rozany said. “And I mean she’s just very demonstrative. 
She’s waving her hands, pointing her finger.” 

He said he and other fans started telling her to stop.. At that 
point, his daughter started to cry, he said. 

Some Canes fans offered their seats to them, Rozany said. 
“Next thing I know there’s security next to us” telling the 
woman they could stay in those seats, he said. 

At that point, Rozany continued, someone behind them 
asked if they knew who the woman was. 

“And they’re like, ‘That’s the mayor of Raleigh.’” Rozany said. 
“I was just in a state of shock because, again, it wouldn’t 
shock me if it was just a random fan. But then to hear that it’s 
like this elected official, like the highest office in that city. I 
was just like, did this really just happen?” 

‘Monitor the Situation’ 

Monday night, Baldwin was sitting in section 124, which is 
near the opposing team’s tunnel. Fans of the opposing team 
sometimes come into the area to try to get autographs before 
and after the games. 

“We’re used to that,” Baldwin said. “What happened was, the 
other night when it appeared the game was over, Hurricanes 
fans started leaving early. And we had a number of Rangers 
fans kind of come down to the section while the game was 
still going on. 

“It was, how shall I say this? They were enthusiastic,” 
Baldwin said. “There were obscenities being thrown around, 
lots of yelling and whatnot. So we had been surrounded by 
Rangers fans.” 

More Canes fans left, including one woman who said she 
didn’t feel safe, Baldwin said. 

The mayor said she told an usher there were several 
Rangers fans who didn’t have tickets for that section and 
asked the usher to “monitor the situation.” 

“The usher came down and talked to several groups who 
claimed that Hurricanes fans had allowed them to sit in those 
seats,” she said. “And so they came over to me and said, 
‘You know, the fans are saying that they were allowed to sit 
here.’ And I said, ‘Totally understand. There’s nothing you 
can do.’” 

It escalated, she said, when a man started yelling and 
someone responded not to talk to the mayor like that. 

“That’s when he started screaming, swearing whatnot and 
then accusing me of making a little girl cry,” Baldwin said. 
“And I’ll be honest, totally honest, I was in total disbelief. 
Because that was not the case at all. And like I said, it 
escalated the second he found out I was the mayor. And my 
husband finally said to me, ‘Listen, we have to leave, this is 
crazy. And feels dangerous.’” 

The only time Baldwin said she spoke to Rozany and his 
daughter was when she tried to extend “an olive branch” and 
tell them they could sit in front of them or beside them. 

“Was I at the game cheering on my team?” she said. “Yes. 
But I didn’t yell at any opposing people. I didn’t treat them 
disrespectfully. I simply asked an usher to come down and 
monitor the situation.” 

In a follow-up message, Baldwin repeated that she did not 
yell, point her finger in the girl’s face or tell the family they 
couldn’t be in the section. 

“Not true,” she said. “I went and got security. I did go over 
and say I was sorry she was upset and actually offered our 
friend’s seats in the front row, which were empty. But I did 
not do that.” 
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‘Streaming in Tears’ 

Matthew Johnson sat in the same row as Baldwin. 

When Canes fans started to leave in the third period, he said 
Baldwin and others started shouting for the fans to stay and 
support the team. 

Johnson said he saw Rozany and his daughter try to sit in 
the section when a man yelled at them. 

“And that’s when the mayor and a few of the other people 
around there started yelling at them to go back,” Johnson 
said. 

“She was talking to the father. You know saying that ‘You 
shouldn’t be here’ or words to that effect,” he said. “She did 
go out and apologize at some point, especially when the girl 
was streaming in tears.” 

Council Member Asks Question 

On Wednesday, City Council member David Cox sent an 
email to Baldwin, the rest of the City Council and some 
senior city staff members with screenshots of Rozany’s 
tweet. 

“Can you explain posts on Twitter describing you yelling at a 
young girl until she was in tears?” Cox asked. As of 
Thursday night, Baldwin had not responded to him, he said. 

Debate and reaction to what happened during the game has 
circulated on social media, including Twitter and Facebook. 

Livable Raleigh, a group that organized a failed recall 
election of Baldwin, posted about the incident on its website, 
leading some to question whether the incident was politically 
motivated. 

“No, absolutely not,” Rozany said. “I don’t even get involved 
with politics here. ... I’m from New York. I’ve been in Jersey 
for the last 20 years. It was my first time staying in North 
Carolina.” 

Baldwin served on the Raleigh City Council from 2007 to 
2017. After a two-year retirement, Baldwin ran and won her 
first term as the city’s mayor in 2019. She is seeking re-
election. 

The mayor also previously worked for the Carolina 
Hurricanes as director of corporate communications and 
executive director of the Kids ‘n Community Foundation.
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Hurricanes interview-day takeaways: Injuries revealed, and what they mean going forward 

By Sara Civian 

After much speculation of what ended Hurricanes goalie 
Freddie Andersen’s season April 16, he revealed 
Wednesday it was a torn MCL. 

“It’s an injury that’s really tough on goalies,” he said. “Given 
the position we’re in, it’s frustrating.” 

The position, of course, is a second-round exit after the best 
regular season in franchise history. Could Andersen have 
continued his fantastic work from the regular season and 
pushed the Canes into the third round? And beyond? 

It’s a pointless question, especially because backup Antti 
Raanta did great in replacing Andersen, for the most part. 

But the question stings all the same, and for Andersen, it has 
to be all the more frustrating because he said he was very 
close to returning. He rejoined full-team practices during 
Round 2. 

“I’ve never had this exact injury before,” Andersen said. 
“Playoff time, you hope to be back as soon as possible. I was 
trying to do what I could.” 

Some critics, meanwhile, were questioning the extent of 
Andersen’s injury during the playoffs, and whether he could 
have played through it, implying a mental block and pointing 
to a history of missing time in the postseason with the Maple 
Leafs and Ducks. 

The Athletic spoke to a handful of goalies about the idea that 
Andersen could have played through an MCL tear, and they 
shuddered at the thought. 

“I just don’t get this spin on it,” said former Hurricanes goalie 
Eddie Lack, who retired after 144 NHL games because of his 
own injury issues. “He’s had a great season on a great team. 
Why wouldn’t he want to dress in the playoffs? Knee injuries 
are so hard to play through because you put so much 
pressure on them to push laterally and drop into butterfly. 
I’ve just had patellar tendinitis before, and that was so hard 
playing through. That’s easy compared to MCL.” 

“You straight up can’t play through that,” said a current NHL 
goalie, who didn’t want to be identified because he’s looking 
for a new contract this offseason. “If the strength and 
conditioning programs (around the league) were better, 
goalies wouldn’t get hurt as badly or as often. That’s just the 
reality of everything, sadly.” 

Andersen’s agent, Claude Lemieux, had a similar sentiment. 

“We can’t control what people think or say, but Freddie did 
not play for good reason,” he told The Athletic. “He suffered 
a serious knee injury and unfortunately had to miss the 
playoffs. I’m sure you have noticed many goalies getting 
injured, maybe more than ever. It’s not only in Carolina; it’s 
happening with many teams. Freddie will be ready for next 
season and next year’s playoffs.” 

Amid all the talk of Andersen and injuries, Raanta revealed 
Thursday that he strained his MCL during Game 7 against 
the Rangers. 

“Pretty much the same thing as Freddie but a little bit worse,” 
he said. “When my right leg came on the ice, you could feel 
something pop. It was very painful. Chris Kreider came up to 
me after the game and was like, ‘Don’t tell me I hurt you,’ but 
it was just a play where I kind of jumped and the skate got in 
there (and) the knee rolled over.” 

Despite both goalies suffering MCL injuries, Hurricanes 
general manager Don Waddell said Thursday they’re 
confident with the tandem going into next season. 

“I think they proved all year: Freddie was outstanding until he 
got injured, then Raanta was very good during the year,” 
Waddell said. “Then he got called upon in the playoffs — 
most games he has ever started in a row. He gave us a 
chance every night, for the most part, to win. I think we are 
very happy with the tandem.” 

As Lemieux said, Andersen should be ready to go next year, 
and Raanta’s timeline is six to eight weeks. But knee injuries 
are tough on goalies, and it’ll be important to see how each 
bounces back at the beginning of next season. 

Seth Jarvis is more than ‘banged up’ 

Canes rookie forward Seth Jarvis, 20, confirmed he suffered 
a concussion in Game 7 on an open-ice hit from Jacob 
Trouba. This was after a puck to the groin area and another 
puck to the chiclets during the playoffs. 

Jarvis has such a bright future, and it was really hard to listen 
to him describe what his experience has been like these past 
few days. 

“I’m doing a lot better today than I have been. My headache 
has basically gone away today,” he said Thursday. “I still feel 
like I am in a fog, pretty slow. Other than the concussion, the 
other two aren’t that serious of injuries.” 

Other than the concussion, the other two aren’t that serious. 
That’s hard to hear from a 20-year-old or anyone. 

His memory of suffering the concussion is blurry. 

“I know we had a power play in the first period,” he said. 
“After that, I don’t remember anything until — I can 
remember parts of watching it in Bill (Burniston’s) office in 
the third period. I remember KK (Jesperi Kotkaniemi) driving 
me home a bit. Then I don’t remember anything until halfway 
through the next day. 

“It’s a little bit scary when you don’t remember anything.” 

Jarvis laughed it off, but hearing this made me nauseous. 
The hit Trouba delivered was clean by the textbook, and 
Jarvis is a shorter guy, but I’ve heard there’s been discussion 
around the league about discouraging players from making 
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open ice hits like these. I’m not really sure how I feel about it, 
but I do wonder if it’s time to look into the “textbook” and 
protect players at open ice. 

“Tough question,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“There’s so much that goes into all that. I think they’ve done 
what they can on that. They certainly look at everything, 
which is the key. It’s just, it’s part of the game, unfortunately. 
You’re going to get hit sometimes. I don’t know how you do it 
any differently. Unless you take hitting right out of the game 
— then what are we playing?” 

It’s a tough question, but listening to a 20-year-old, wide-
eyed kid brush off a concussion blackout is even harder. 

What does the future hold for Ethan Bear? 

The Canes didn’t play Ethan Bear in the playoffs, and at 
times it made you wonder why the Canes traded for him in 
the first place. But his play considerably dropped off after he 
contracted COVID-19, and he addressed that Thursday. 

“It was tough once COVID happened,” he said. “There was 
so much that went down, and I couldn’t get my rhythm back 
after that. It was just so tough. You’re off for two weeks, then 
you’re thrown back in and you can’t really get back to where 
you were. All the work you put in, in the summertime just 
goes away. It was tough. But I learned a lot this year. I just 
feel like I never got to get my game under me before 
playoffs, then to not play a playoff game was pretty tough.” 

Was he feeling any lingering COVID-19 symptoms during 
that time? 

“I don’t know, to be honest, I have never been through 
something like that,” Bear told me. “For a long time, it felt like 
— it was tough, like you can’t breathe, but you don’t know if 
you’re out of shape. You just can’t push yourself to that point. 
That was the most challenging part.” 

Is it Jake Gardiner comeback season? 

In positive and sort of unexpected news, Waddell said 
Thursday that defenseman Jake Gardiner has been fully 
cleared to return following surgery on his back and hips. 

“Yesterday we got medical records, and he’s been fully 
cleared,” Waddell said. “I haven’t talked to him yet, but our 
trainers talked to him yesterday. As of today, he’s made a full 
recovery and will be able to continue to play hockey.” 

Gardiner missed the 2021-22 season as a result of the 
surgeries and was placed on long-term injured reserve. The 
31-year-old played in 26 games in 2020-21 and recorded 
eight assists. 

He has one year remaining on his four-year contract, which 
carries an average annual value of $4.05 million. 

Maybe the Canes take him and he has a wonderful 
comeback season on their blue line. Or maybe he can serve 
as a salary-dump trade asset and have a new beginning 
elsewhere.
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Day Two Exit Interviews: Jarvis, Raanta & Pending Free Agents 

Eight Canes players addressed the media for the final time 
Thursday, reflecting on their seasons and what their next few 
months look like 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After 15 Carolina Hurricanes players 
addressed the media Wednesday for their end of season 
interviews, the remaining eight stepped to the microphone 
inside the media room at PNC Arena Thursday. 

As each reflected on their seasons, the overwhelming 
storyline of the day was uncertainty, being that only Antti 
Raanta and Seth Jarvis are the only two of the batch with 
contracts for next season. 

Derek Stepan, Brendan Smith and Max Domi are all pending 
unrestricted free agents, while Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz 
and Martin Necas are all on the restricted side. 

Here's what each had to say before making their way into 
their respective summers. 

Derek Stepan - Playing in just 58 regular season games and 
held out of the lineup during the postseason as a healthy 
scratch, Stepan maintained his status as the premier 
example of professionalism through his final remarks. 

"I don't think anybody in our world is comfortable not playing, 
but that was the role that was in front of me this year," the 
veteran center said with grace. It was the first time in his 
career he'd been in a position where he was not an every 
night player for his club, but he understood the 
circumstances and did not close the door on reuniting with 
the team. 

"Teams change. Maybe not a lot, but there's a lot of makeup 
that changes and you have to have 13 forwards on your 
roster. Depending on what happens this summer, next year I 
could come back and if I play the way I did this year, I could 
be in the lineup every single night, maybe in a different role. 
I'm comfortable in this organization with what I did this year." 

Brendan Smith - Along the same lines, Smith understands 
that the organization, already tight to the salary cap, has 
some tough decisions to be made this summer. 

"I know they have to figure out the pecking order," #7 said of 
the uncertainty regarding his potential return to the club. "I'm 
one of those guys that would be a like a fifth, sixth or seventh 
defenseman, so I'm a little bit later in the process." 

One thing that Smith did make an effort to touch on though 
was how much he enjoyed his first year with the team and 
the support he felt throughout. 

"I loved playing here and I love this city. I love the fans. I was 
shocked at how great the atmosphere was." 

Max Domi - For the first time in his career Domi will be an 
unrestricted free agent this summer, allowing him to hit the 
open market. The former first round pick joins Vincent 
Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter as players that carried an 
average annual value of over five million dollars and are now 
in need of new contracts for the 2022-23 campaign. 

The 27-year-old compared being dealt from Columbus to 
Carolina on the NHL's March 21 Trade Deadline to hitting the 
lottery, raving about the plethora of young talent that the 
Canes roster currently touts and being able to play in the 
postseason with them. 

"I'm excited for them, whether I'm going to be here or not. I'm 
going to be cheering these guys on, of course unless I'm 
playing against them, because I really do have so much 
respect for all of them," Domi said. "20 games is not that long 
and a lot of them looked at me and said it felt like I was here 
all year. I felt like I was here a lot longer than just 20 games 
and I'm super thankful for that. I enjoyed every second." 

Martin Necas - When it came time for Carolina's 2017 first 
round selection to address the media, honest and self-aware 
are two words that apply to what he had to offer. 

"We have to trust each other a little bit more," Necas offered 
when speaking on his relationship with head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour. "I have to show him that I can play in those 
minutes where it really matters. That's what I would love." 

The forward also expressed interest in playing at the center 
of the ice, which would be a change from his right wing 
position. 

Seth Jarvis - Unfortunately for the team's standout rookie, his 
availability was just as much a health update as it was a 
reflection of his first year in the NHL. 

The 20-year-old was knocked out of Monday's Game 7 loss 
to the New York Rangers in the first period after suffering a 
brutal hit from defenseman Jacob Trouba. Jarvis said that 
he's "pretty sure" he suffered a concussion, still being "in a 
fog" from the collision. The third harming incident of the 
postseason for the youngster, first taking a slap shot from 
Brendan Smith to an unfortunate area during the series 
against Boston, then taking a stick to the mouth during Game 
5 against New York, and then the season-ending hit, no one 
will be able to question Jarvis' toughness moving forward. 

But in looking at the greater picture, it's hard to properly 
articulate just how much the 2020 first round pick meant to 
the lineup, going from being on the bubble of making the 
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roster in training camp, to concluding the season on the top 
line and perhaps being the team's best forward during their 
playoff run. 

"I think my game was at the best it's ever been the last 20 
games of the regular season. The playoffs was the best I've 
ever played in my life. So just knowing I have that ability, 
being able to build off of that going into the offseason is big 
for my confidence." 

Ethan Bear - The right-handed defenseman surprised 
reporters when he entered the room on crutches and with a 
walking boot on his left foot. 

Although he did not go into detail regarding, he said that he 
just had something that had been bothering him removed 
following the season, saying that it was "nothing serious." 

It was a trying season for Bear, who got off to a hot start in 
his first year with the club after being acquired last summer. 
He seemed to fit in flawlessly on the top pair with Jaccob 
Slavin, but then after being sidelined with COVID-19 in late-
November, it derailed what had gone so wonderfully. 

"I just couldn't get my rhythm back after that. It was tough," 
the now restricted free agent provided. "I've never been 
through something like that. For a long time I was out of it. 
You couldn't breathe and I didn't know if I was out of shape 
or like you simply couldn't. I just feel like I never got my 
game back under me, then not playing in playoffs was pretty 
tough." 

While it was frustrating for the soon-to-be 25-year-old, he still 
had positive things to say about the organization. 

"I learned a lot this year. The coaches and everyone were all 
good," Bear continued. "They tried to help me in every way 
possible." 

Steven Lorentz - After Necas has discussed his 
disappointing season, Jarvis gave update on his injuries and 
Bear also elaborated on his difficulties, Lorentz, in his usual 
self, was there to uplift the room. 

Of course expressing his disappointment in how the season 
ended, the AHL & ECHL graduate reflected on his first full 
82-game campaign. 

"I felt more comfortable in the role I was in. I was playing with 
some confidence," Lorentz offered. "I'm happy with the 
progression that I made and I still think there's a couple 
steps that I can take. There's more that I can give." 

"I'm excited to get back to work this offseason and come 
back in the fall. I'm already ready to go and jump back in. 
Whether it's the same role or a bigger role, I'm looking 
forward to that challenge and I'm already looking forward to 
opening night next year." 

Antti Raanta - Last but certainly not least, the Finnish 
netminder hobbled into the room with a hefty knee brace on, 
immediately revealing that he suffered an MCL sprain during 
Game 7 Monday night. Although it's an injury that could take 
up to two months to heal, there were still plenty of other good 
notes from the season to look back on for #32. 

"You learn about how to handle different situations," he 
began. "It's a different world when you play every other day 
and the stakes are pretty high. That was one of the greatest 
things for me to learn." 

The netminder had played in just 22 games between October 
14 and April 16, before he was tasked with carrying the load 
when Frederik Andersen also went down with an MCL injury. 
Then, from April 18 until Monday's conclusion of the season, 
Raanta played in 18 within a span of just 42 days. 

"Obviously Freddie was good and he was hot. You're not 
going to take a guy out that put up the numbers that he did 
and won the amount of games in a row that he did," he 
continued. "But for me, Roddy and the guys in the locker 
room, it was great that I could show that I can play in back-
to-back games and play at a high level. It took me a little 
while to be able to show that." 

"When the new season starts it's probably going to be a new 
plan, but I wouldn't mind playing a few more games here and 
there."
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Canes Season Ticket Members Leave Their Mark At Paint The Ice Event 

Nearly 1,000 Caniacs took advantage of an opportunity to 
leave messages and display their artistic talents 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Although hockey for the season officially 
came to a close earlier in the week, there was one final 
memory to be made at PNC Arena for Carolina Hurricanes 
Season Ticket Members (STMs). 

After two preseason games, 41 regular season contests and 
eight thrilling postseason affairs, it was finally their turn to 
leave their mark on the ice. 

For some it was one more way to say thank you to the 
players for their entertaining season. For others, it was a way 
to creatively display their artistic talents, encorporating the 
team and some of their most memorable moments of the 
year. 

"These were obviously hilarious moments from the season," 
Michelle from Section 108 offered when asked of the 
inspiration behind artwork, which was displayed just south of 
the team's center ice logos. "I'm basically self-taught and I 
just figured out in middle school that you just try and copy 
what you see and it works out. I'm not a professional artist 
and I haven't done anything artistic in a while." 

"Not a professional..." right. It gets even harder to believe 
Michelle after seeing her work from the 2021 event, which 
you may be familiar with. 

Michelle's work caught the attention of many throughout the 
event, but she wasn't alone, as many stopped to glance at 
the artistry contributed by first-year STMs Hailey, Kara and 
Erika. 

"We were stuck between doing something everyone could 
identify and trying a Prius with Trocheck's number on the 
back," the trio giggled. 

Did we mention that all of these paintings were completed 
within 45 minutes? 

Nearly 1,000 STMs were spread out over the course of four 
shifts, leaving very minimal white untouched on the playing 
surface by the time all was said and done. 

The event wasn't just limited to serious artwork though, as 
fun was had by all, including Viola, a young goaltender for 
the Junior Canes. With the assistance of her parents, 
Jennifer and Hector, she was able to give it her best 
depiction of Stormy. 

The ice hog himself was so impressed by the artwork, he 
had to stop by and pose with it. Jaylynn Nash / Carolina 
Hurricanes  

And, of course, no matter how recently the aspirations of a 
2022 Stanley Cup in Raleigh were recently shot down, there 
were of course optimistic folks who are already willing a 2023 
one into existence. 

"This is our fourth year at the event and we had to do 
something new," Mitch Strobin, an STM since 2006 spoke of 
his combined effort with his daughter Samantha. "We've 
gotten so close the last two years, now the third time is the 
charm," Samantha chimed in with. 

Third time is the charm after all, right?  

Here's to hoping that this time next year that Mitch and 
Samantha's prediction has come true.
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Hurricanes want to re-sign free agent forwards Trocheck, Niederreiter 

Keeping restricted defenseman DeAngelo also a priority, GM 
says 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes want to re-sign 
pending unrestricted free agent forwards Vincent Trocheck 
and Nino Niederreiter. 

"We certainly hope they are both back, but it takes two 
sides," general manager Don Waddell said Thursday. "But I 
will have more dialogue with their agents in the next little bit 
and see where they're at. Those guys play key positions for 
us up front and key roles. It's in our best interest to see if we 
can bring them both back." 

Each forward played a key role in the Hurricanes going 54-
20-8 and winning the Metropolitan Division.  

Trocheck had 51 points (20 goals, 31 assists) in 81 regular-
season games and 10 points (six goals, four assists) in 14 
Stanley Cup Playoff games. The 28-year-old center signed a 
six-year, $28.5 million contract ($4.75 million average annual 
value) with the Florida Panthers in 2016. He was traded to 
Carolina on Feb. 24, 2020.  

"We want to get 'Tro' back, there's no doubt about it," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's a great player 
and great for us, so that's the priority."  

Niederreiter had 44 points (24 goals, 20 assists) in 75 
regular-season games and four goals and one assist in 14 
playoff games. The 29-year-old signed a five-year, $26.25 
million contract ($5.25 AAV) with the Minnesota Wild in 2017. 
He was traded to Carolina on Jan. 17, 2019.  

Waddell and Brind'Amour were meeting the media three 
days after the Hurricanes were eliminated from the playoffs 
by the New York Rangers in Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round.  

In addition to Trocheck and Niederreiter, the Hurricanes face 
decisions on other high-profile free agents, including 
restricted free agent defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who this 
season had 51 points (10 goals, 41 assists) in 64 regular-

season games with an NHL career-high 20 power-play 
points. The 26-year-old played on a one-year, $1 million 
contract after the final season of his Rangers contract was 
bought out July 25. 

Brind'Amour made it clear he wants him back next season. 

"The offensive abilities were there, but actually his defense 
was great as well," Brind'Amour said. "The most important 
thing for me is what he means to the group in the locker 
room. They all appreciate who he is and how he is and what 
he does. He was great for us." 

Trocheck, Niederreiter and DeAngelo all said Wednesday 
they would like to return.  

The futures of unrestricted free agent forwards Derek Stepan 
and Max Domi and defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan Smith 
are unclear.  

So is the long-term future of center Jordan Staal, who has 
one season remaining on a 10-year, $60 million contract ($6 
million AAV) he signed July 1, 2012. He said Wednesday he 
will not seek an extension before the end of next season.  

"We want Jordan to play as long as Jordan wants to play," 
Waddell said. "When Jordan is not able to compete and 
contribute, I think he'll say, that's enough. From our end, we 
hope that's five years, or whatever the period is." 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta said he will need 6-8 weeks to 
recover from an MCL sprain in his right knee. He was injured 
in the second period of the Game 7 loss to New York.  

"It just felt like something popped and after that it was very 
painful," Raanta said. "It was just a play where I hopped, and 
the skate got in (the ice) and the knee just kind of rolled 
over." 

Raanta was 6-5 with a 2.26 goals-against average, a .922 
save percentage and one shutout in 13 playoff games. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen, who did not play in the 
postseason because of a torn MCL he sustained April 16, 
said he likely would have been available if the Hurricanes 
had advanced to the Eastern Conference Final.
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Hurricanes’ Jarvis, Raanta start offseason in recovery mode 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes rookie Seth 
Jarvis took a beating in the Stanley Cup playoffs, including a 
jarring hit that left him with an apparent concussion and 
spotty memories in the aftermath.  

He’s feeling better now that the headache has faded, at 
least. But he’s still feeling in a “fog” and sluggish with 
lingering dental work ahead from a separate injury, a sign 
that the first part of the offseason will be about recovery for 
both him and goaltender Antti Raanta following a playoff loss 
to the New York Rangers. 

“Whatever sport you play, it’s going to take a toll in different 
ways,” Jarvis said Thursday. “Obviously hockey is a fast, 
physical sport so it’s going to kind of wear and tear you a 
little bit more. But if I worried about (injuries), I wouldn’t be 
playing hockey.” 

Jarvis and Raanta were both left Monday’s Game 7 second-
round loss early, starting with Jarvis being leveled by 
Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba with a high hit in open 
ice during the first period. Raanta went down in the second 
after extending his right leg for a stop on New York’s Mika 
Zibanejad, then falling face down on the ice. 

Raanta had taken on the starting role after No. 1 goaltender 
Frederik Andersen went down to a a left-knee injury in mid-
April. Andersen said Wednesday it was a torn medial 
collateral ligament and that he had been “really close” to 
returning. 

Now Raanta is dealing with his own MCL injury, a sprain that 
would’ve likely had him out 6-to-8 weeks had Carolina 
advanced. He showed up for Thursday’s season-ending 
interviews with reporters with a limp and a black brace on his 
right knee, and now must dive into offseason rehab. 

“It’s kind of where you’re not going to take any vacation right 
now,” Raanta said. “It’s just to get back out there and get 
everything done.” 

As for Jarvis, the 20-year-old blossomed into a top-line 
forward with the toughness to tussle around the crease 
despite his 5-foot-10, 175-pound frame for the Hurricanes, 

who won the Metropolitan Division title and posted the NHL’s 
third-best record. But he had a painful first postseason. 

The scariest moment came on the Trouba hit, which left 
Jarvis capable only of crawling back to the bench. Once 
there, he was too wobbly to even sit upright and needed 
assistance from multiple teammates to direct him toward the 
locker room for the rest of the game. 

Jarvis said remembers images of watching the game on TV 
and teammate Jesperi Kotkaniemi driving him home, but 
nothing more until “halfway through the next day probably.” 

“It’s a little bit scary when you don’t remember anything,” 
Jarvis said. “I have the doctors telling me what I was doing in 
the dressing room, and I don’t even remember the hit, getting 
off the ice or anything. So seeing that stuff and hearing from 
other people is definitely a little bit scary.” 

Jarvis’ first playoff run included being injured after taking a 
puck to the groin on teammate Brendan Smith’s slapshot in 
Game 4 of the first-round series against Boston.  

Then, in Game 5 of the New York series, Jarvis dove to stop 
Rangers forward Ryan Strome’s shot from the slot and 
ended up being hit the mouth with the shaft of Strome’s stick 
on his followthrough. That left Jarvis bleeding with multiple 
upper teeth “all bent in” but still in place, though he later 
returned to the game. 

His lip swelling has gone down, but Jarvis said he needs 
another set of X-rays and possibly “a couple” of root canals. 
Asked whether his teeth were going to stay bent back, he 
quipped he was trying to get a “nice little deal” from 
Invisalign, a Hurricanes sponsor that makes teeth aligners. 

“If anyone’s watching from Invisalign, help me out,” he said 
with a grin. 

Despite all that, Jarvis said, there’s no reason “to stop being 
fearless” on the ice. 

“Obviously the concussion with your head, you want to be 
careful with that,” he said. “But I’ve been banged up a lot of 
the year. You always go through nicks and bruises. So It’s 
nothing too new and nothing I think I’m very concerned about 
at all.”
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Screen Shots: Goalie Injuries and the Coaching Market 

Adam Proteau takes a look at why NHL goalies seem to get 
hurt more often and what the coaching market has in store 
over the next few months. 

By Adam Proteau 

If it's late in the week, there's probably a Screen Shots 
column coming your way, and today is the day the new one 
arrives. Below, we'll always give you a few different, 
intriguing hockey topics, and carve out a brief breakdown of 
each one. Onward, we go: 

– Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta announced 
Thursday he had a sprained MCL knee ligament in Game 
Seven,, and would`ve been out of action for 6-8 weeks even 
if Carolina beat the New York Rangers in Round Two of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. This feels like the worst year for goalie 
injuries ever. 

I talked to an amateur scout a couple weeks ago, and he 
said he thought the fact goalies are increasingly going side-
to-side (because the game is faster, and more of those shots 
off the end boards and to the other side) is a big factor. 

What he’s saying makes sense. The knee isn’t naturally-
inclined to move to either side, and repeated pressure and 
stress wears it down. With the speed of the game forever 
rising, and different strategies to score goals (the behind-the-
net-from-one-side-to-the-other-side-of-the-net shot is 
increasingly common), perhaps we’re at a point in the 
game’s evolution where goalies have to be treated like 
pitchers in major league baseball – delicate, and in need of 
very close time management. Otherwise, you could’ve been 
like the situation the Hurricanes would’ve been in had they 
won Game Seven: playing your No. 3, NHL-rookie goalie. 
Not ideal. 

- The number of head coach vacancies – and potential 
coaching vacancy situations – is extremely high at the 
moment. Five teams (Vegas, Winnipeg. Dallas, Philly, and 

Detroit) currently have no head coach; Three other teams 
have a head coach on thin ice (Bob Boughner in San Jose, 
Dallas Eakins in Anaheim, and Derek King in Chicago) 
because a new GM has been or will be hired and may put 
their own man in; and one team has a coach (Lindy Ruff in 
New Jersey) on thin ice because he simply hasn't produced 
results on a team that expected much more. That`s nine 
teams with major coach issues. That's nearly one-third of the 
league. 

Some believe teams are waiting for the rest of the playoffs to 
shake out, but none of the four teams still playing are going 
to let go of their coaches. This is about teams being 
incredibly meticulous. And there`s no shortage of coaching 
candidates, so teams can take their time making such a 
huge decision.  

That said, you don't want to hold out for too long; ideally, 
you'd want your coach to have input on drafting, developing 
and personnel choices. Once one coach is hired, the dam 
may break, and the rest of the openings will be filled in short 
order. It will be intriguing to see who moves first. My bet? 
Philly. Chuck Fletcher is under massive pressure to turn 
things around. The wrong coaching pick could cost Fletcher 
his job, and he needs to avoid sitting around while the best 
candidate for the position lands elsewhere. 

Who is the No. 1 coaching candidate on the market at the 
moment? It has to be Barry Trotz, doesn’t it? Stanley Cup 
winner, proven structure-builder, respected by his players 
wherever he’s went. If he decides to go to his hometown 
Winnipeg Jets, you’d expect Vegas (if they haven’t hired a 
new coach before them) to move quickly and attempt to re-
start their stalled engine.  

The NHL free agency sweepstakes will no doubt be 
intriguing, but the best free agent acquisition may well turn 
out to be the one that works behind the bench.
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Hurricanes’ offseason priority? Find more ‘finish’ to finish the job they 
started 

 

LUKE DECOCK UPDATED JUNE 02, 2022 3:07 PM 

 

RALEIGH-The noise of the playoffs is long gone, replaced at PNC Arena 
by the sound of ice being pulled up and the clock ticking … ticking … 
ticking. 

In the wake of the Carolina Hurricanes’ harsh second-round elimination 
at the hands of the New York Rangers, this group’s first real run as a 
legitimate Stanley Cup contender having established themselves as such 
over 82 games, there’s an equally harsh realization that this group as 
currently constructed doesn’t have many chances like that left. 

There was a time when contracts for players like Jordan Staal, Jaccob 
Slavin and Brett Pesce seemed to stretch off into an indefinite future, but 
that future is now. Staal has one year left, and this week said he hasn’t 
made any decisions about his career beyond that. Pesce and Brady Skjei 
each have two years left. The goaltending tandem of Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta has a year to run. 

And Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and others face uncertain 
immediate futures as unrestricted free agents. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov (37) celebrates with teammates 
Vincent Trocheck (16) and Martin Necas (88) after scoring to secure a 3-
1 victory over the New York Rangers on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during 
game five of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

In short, this team that has so captivated fans in its return to competitive 
relevance over the past four season, establishing itself this year as a 
regular-season powerhouse before failing to capitalize on home-ice 
advantage in the postseason in a disappointment to fans, players and 
coaches alike, only has so much time left to take the next step before 
facing a cap-crunched retooling. 

“For years this franchise was talking about (making) the playoffs,” 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. “We’re not talking about 
the playoffs anymore. We’re talking about how we take that next step. 
And I think we continue to make progress and we’ll take the summer to 
look at everything we need to look at.” 

For now, it doesn’t feel like big changes are coming, especially if Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi slots into Trocheck’s spot and Niederreiter and Tony 
DeAngelo re-sign and Jack Drury moves up. That would leave work to do 
only on the fringes, where veterans like Derek Stepan, Ian Cole and 
Brendan Smith are all free agents as well. 

You can create chances with hustle and hard work and effort and skill, 
and the Hurricanes do with all of that. But finishing is almost all the latter, 
pure skill, despite the legend of the “dirty goal” — deflections and 
bounces and kick-ins and all that. Andrei Svechnikov has it. Sebastian 

Aho has it. Seth Jarvis has it. Niederreiter, when he’s on a heater. But 
few others do. And for good reason: It’s rare, the kind of thing that gets 
you taken in the first round of the draft. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter (21) controls the puck in front 
of New York Rangers’ goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) during the first period 
on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

The Hurricanes have built a foundation that’s strong down the middle — 
at center, on defense, in goal — like any contender. They need to put the 
frosting on that layer cake and add a finisher or two who can put them 
over the top in a series like the one the Hurricanes just lost. 

Some of that should come from the continuing development of 
Svechnikov and Aho and Jarvis, although in the case of the first two, it’s 
fair to ask at this point just how much farther they’re going to go. Either 
way, the Hurricanes still desperately need an upgrade in pure skill, in a 
player with the hands to finish these chances the Hurricanes do such a 
good job of creating. 

The most obvious fix is to wash their hands of Martin Necas, who actually 
managed to regress this season, and bring in a winger with proven 
finishing ability to replace him through free agency or trade. That would 
be an immediate upgrade to a roster that’s otherwise relatively set going 
into the summer, and whether it’s that or something else, this is a group 
that cries out for help in that area. 

New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) stops a scoring attempt by 
Carolina Hurricanes Andrei Svechnikov (37) in the first period on 
Monday, May 30, 2022 during game seven of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“It’s nice when you have Aho and Svechnikov and Jarvis,” Waddell said. 
“We’ve got a pretty good nucleus of guys. You look back on the blue line, 
you’ve got Slavin and Pesce and Skjei. They’re all under contract. That’s 
a pretty good starting point. Both goalies are back. Last year, we were 
talking here, we had a lot of holes to fill. We were fortunate that most of 
the positions we filled resulted in positives for us. We’ll assess it, but the 
nucleus is here and we need to make sure we round it out.” 

The Hurricanes already had one kick at the can as a legitimate 
contender, and they only won one playoff round. Going into next season 
with the same known flaws would be malpractice. 
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RALEIGH-Tony DeAngelo found a landing spot with the Carolina 
Hurricanes this season, and the landing wasn’t nearly as rough as some 
thought it might be — or, with some people, hoped it would be. 

Not many teams wanted DeAngelo after last season and his forced 
departure from the New York Rangers. Not all Hurricanes fans wanted 
him. The defenseman had undeniable offensive skills, but also the 
baggage of a troubled past, an often hot-tempered demeanor on the ice 
and questionable use of social media off it. 

Suffice it to say DeAngelo has been a polarizing kind of player. 

But in the past year, DeAngelo found a team that wanted him, a coach 
who understood him, a defensive partner who could help him and a team 
structure that fit him. Playing on a one-year contract, he fought through 
an injury and COVID-19 to give the Canes a solid season, and a valid 
reason to sign him to a new deal. 

Carolina Hurricanes Tony DeAngelo (77) reacts as he skates to the 
bench after scoring a goal in the first period to give the Hurricanes a 2-0 
lead over Boston on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 during game five of their 
Stanley Cup first round series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert 
Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“Love to stay,” DeAngelo said Wednesday. “That’s obvious. I think they 
know that from (owner) Tom (Dundon) all the way down that I’d like to 
stay, and I’d like to think they’d like me back.” 

It was Dundon who approved the DeAngelo signing — one year, $1 
million — last year when other NHL teams were taking a pass on a 
player bought out and released by the Rangers after an off-the-ice 
incident with a teammate. 

DeAngelo said a lot of perceived signing options “didn’t come to fruition,” 
but found “open arms” with the Hurricanes. Maybe not from all 
Hurricanes fans — and many were infuriated by the DeAngelo signing — 
but by the Hurricanes organization. 

“They listened to me and trusted me and they took me in with no collar 
on you,” DeAngelo said. “They kind of let you do your thing. You earn 
your trust and just play your game. There was no, ‘if you say anything 
you’re out,’ or anything like that. 

“They were good to me and I plan on being as loyal as I can be back, so 
hopefully we can come to a little game plan and get something done.” 

Carolina Hurricanes’s Tony DeAngelo (77) talks with coach Rod 
Brind’Amour during practice on Friday, May 13, 2022 as they prepare for 
game seven in the Stanley Cup first round series against Boston at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

DeAngelo, 26, is a restricted free agent and has arbitration rights, 
according to CapFriendly.com, which tracks player contracts. The right-
shot D-man can point to the fact that he played 64 games this season, 
with 10 goals and 41 assists while quarterbacking the Canes’ top power-
play unit. He then had 10 points in the 14 playoff games, albeit with just 
two points in the Rangers series, saying, “I could have done a little more 
to help the team.” 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said Thursday there 
is interest in working out a new multi-year extension with DeAngelo, who 
is a year removed from being a UFA. 

“If you look at his season he was one of the more dominant power-play 
guys in the league,” Waddell said. “He was a really good factor for us 
back there on the blue line,” Waddell said. “Do we want to sign him? 
Yes.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour would like DeAngelo back, saying, “The 
offensive ability is there but his defense was great, as well. It wasn’t an 
issue. He was great for us.” 

DeAngelo said he has “rolled around the bed” the past few nights 
agonizing over the way the Canes’ power play misfired in the playoffs 
and particularly in the Rangers series — Carolina was 7-for-54 on the 

power play in the 14 games and 2-for-18 against the Rangers, who had 
seven power-play goals in the series. 

“This (Rangers) series there was good puck movement, sustained zone 
time, good entries,” he said. “That wasn’t as bad as the first (Boston), 
which was a struggle but we got through it, but the puck needed to go in. 
You’ve got to score.” 

As for the season, DeAngelo said playing alongside Jaccob Slavin had 
him thinking, ‘I’ve got to learn a couple of things over here on my side of 
the ice.’ Slavin is so positionally sound and few players have better stick 
play. 

Slavin, in turn, said DeAngelo coming to the Canes was a “seamless 
transition” in that DeAngelo had several former teammates on the team 
and could “fit right in.” He said DeAngelo became better in gapping up 
defensively while giving the Canes the offense that was lost when 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton left in free agency. 

“He’s emotional, he cares about winning,” Slavin said. “He wants to win 
and when things don’t seem fair he can get on the refs a little bit. When 
things don’t seem like they’re going the way they should be going, 
anyone who cares a lot is going to get emotional. Some just show it 
differently.” 

And then there was this one road game, Slavin said with a grin. 

“I remember one time in Colorado and it was late in the game and we 
were supposed to line up a different way for a faceoff and I said, ‘Tony, 
we’ve got to switch.’ And he told me no. We didn’t but it ended up being 
fine and it was funny. It was just one of those times when he was really 
into the game. 

“But our compatibility was good. We had good chemistry and I loved 
being his partner.” 

DeAngelo also enjoyed playing for Brind’Amour, calling him a master 
motivator and noting Brind’Amour had his team playing hard for 82 
games in the regular season. 

“It’s an impressive thing for a coach to do,” he said. 

A New Jersey native, DeAngelo said he was comfortable living in New 
York, although not always in dealing with its traffic congestion and his 
commute to the rink. But the move to Raleigh and the Hurricanes won 
him over. 

“It’s a different lifestyle but a better hockey style,” he said. “I was much 
happier with the hockey and what was going on here, so it makes my life 
much easier outside the rink, right?” 

Enough to make him want to stay. 
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Hurricanes interview-day takeaways: Injuries revealed, and what they 
mean going forward 

 

Sara Civian 

 

After much speculation of what ended Hurricanes goalie Freddie 
Andersen’s season April 16, he revealed Wednesday it was a torn MCL. 

“It’s an injury that’s really tough on goalies,” he said. “Given the position 
we’re in, it’s frustrating.” 

The position, of course, is a second-round exit after the best regular 
season in franchise history. Could Andersen have continued his fantastic 
work from the regular season and pushed the Canes into the third round? 
And beyond? 
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It’s a pointless question, especially because backup Antti Raanta did 
great in replacing Andersen, for the most part. 

But the question stings all the same, and for Andersen, it has to be all the 
more frustrating because he said he was very close to returning. He 
rejoined full-team practices during Round 2. 

“I’ve never had this exact injury before,” Andersen said. “Playoff time, you 
hope to be back as soon as possible. I was trying to do what I could.” 

Some critics, meanwhile, were questioning the extent of Andersen’s 
injury during the playoffs, and whether he could have played through it, 
implying a mental block and pointing to a history of missing time in the 
postseason with the Maple Leafs and Ducks. 

The Athletic spoke to a handful of goalies about the idea that Andersen 
could have played through an MCL tear, and they shuddered at the 
thought. 

“I just don’t get this spin on it,” said former Hurricanes goalie Eddie Lack, 
who retired after 144 NHL games because of his own injury issues. “He’s 
had a great season on a great team. Why wouldn’t he want to dress in 
the playoffs? Knee injuries are so hard to play through because you put 
so much pressure on them to push laterally and drop into butterfly. I’ve 
just had patellar tendinitis before, and that was so hard playing through. 
That’s easy compared to MCL.” 

“You straight up can’t play through that,” said a current NHL goalie, who 
didn’t want to be identified because he’s looking for a new contract this 
offseason. “If the strength and conditioning programs (around the league) 
were better, goalies wouldn’t get hurt as badly or as often. That’s just the 
reality of everything, sadly.” 

Andersen’s agent, Claude Lemieux, had a similar sentiment. 

“We can’t control what people think or say, but Freddie did not play for 
good reason,” he told The Athletic. “He suffered a serious knee injury and 
unfortunately had to miss the playoffs. I’m sure you have noticed many 
goalies getting injured, maybe more than ever. It’s not only in Carolina; 
it’s happening with many teams. Freddie will be ready for next season 
and next year’s playoffs.” 

Amid all the talk of Andersen and injuries, Raanta revealed Thursday that 
he strained his MCL during Game 7 against the Rangers. 

“Pretty much the same thing as Freddie but a little bit worse,” he said. 
“When my right leg came on the ice, you could feel something pop. It was 
very painful. Chris Kreider came up to me after the game and was like, 
‘Don’t tell me I hurt you,’ but it was just a play where I kind of jumped and 
the skate got in there (and) the knee rolled over.” 

Despite both goalies suffering MCL injuries, Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell said Thursday they’re confident with the tandem going into 
next season. 

“I think they proved all year: Freddie was outstanding until he got injured, 
then Raanta was very good during the year,” Waddell said. “Then he got 
called upon in the playoffs — most games he has ever started in a row. 
He gave us a chance every night, for the most part, to win. I think we are 
very happy with the tandem.” 

As Lemieux said, Andersen should be ready to go next year, and 
Raanta’s timeline is six to eight weeks. But knee injuries are tough on 
goalies, and it’ll be important to see how each bounces back at the 
beginning of next season. 

Seth Jarvis is more than ‘banged up’ 

Canes rookie forward Seth Jarvis, 20, confirmed he suffered a 
concussion in Game 7 on an open-ice hit from Jacob Trouba. This was 
after a puck to the groin area and another puck to the chiclets during the 
playoffs. 

Jarvis has such a bright future, and it was really hard to listen to him 
describe what his experience has been like these past few days. 

“I’m doing a lot better today than I have been. My headache has basically 
gone away today,” he said Thursday. “I still feel like I am in a fog, pretty 
slow. Other than the concussion, the other two aren’t that serious of 
injuries.” 

Other than the concussion, the other two aren’t that serious. That’s hard 
to hear from a 20-year-old or anyone. 

His memory of suffering the concussion is blurry. 

“I know we had a power play in the first period,” he said. “After that, I 
don’t remember anything until — I can remember parts of watching it in 
Bill (Burniston’s) office in the third period. I remember KK (Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi) driving me home a bit. Then I don’t remember anything until 
halfway through the next day. 

“It’s a little bit scary when you don’t remember anything.” 

Jarvis laughed it off, but hearing this made me nauseous. The hit Trouba 
delivered was clean by the textbook, and Jarvis is a shorter guy, but I’ve 
heard there’s been discussion around the league about discouraging 
players from making open ice hits like these. I’m not really sure how I feel 
about it, but I do wonder if it’s time to look into the “textbook” and protect 
players at open ice. 

“Tough question,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “There’s so much 
that goes into all that. I think they’ve done what they can on that. They 
certainly look at everything, which is the key. It’s just, it’s part of the 
game, unfortunately. You’re going to get hit sometimes. I don’t know how 
you do it any differently. Unless you take hitting right out of the game — 
then what are we playing?” 

It’s a tough question, but listening to a 20-year-old, wide-eyed kid brush 
off a concussion blackout is even harder. 

What does the future hold for Ethan Bear? 

The Canes didn’t play Ethan Bear in the playoffs, and at times it made 
you wonder why the Canes traded for him in the first place. But his play 
considerably dropped off after he contracted COVID-19, and he 
addressed that Thursday. 

“It was tough once COVID happened,” he said. “There was so much that 
went down, and I couldn’t get my rhythm back after that. It was just so 
tough. You’re off for two weeks, then you’re thrown back in and you can’t 
really get back to where you were. All the work you put in, in the 
summertime just goes away. It was tough. But I learned a lot this year. I 
just feel like I never got to get my game under me before playoffs, then to 
not play a playoff game was pretty tough.” 

Was he feeling any lingering COVID-19 symptoms during that time? 

“I don’t know, to be honest, I have never been through something like 
that,” Bear told me. “For a long time, it felt like — it was tough, like you 
can’t breathe, but you don’t know if you’re out of shape. You just can’t 
push yourself to that point. That was the most challenging part.” 

I wonder how many athletes are dealing with this right now 
pic.twitter.com/FR44lEqymP 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) June 2, 2022 

Is it Jake Gardiner comeback season? 

In positive and sort of unexpected news, Waddell said Thursday that 
defenseman Jake Gardiner has been fully cleared to return following 
surgery on his back and hips. 

“Yesterday we got medical records, and he’s been fully cleared,” Waddell 
said. “I haven’t talked to him yet, but our trainers talked to him yesterday. 
As of today, he’s made a full recovery and will be able to continue to play 
hockey.” 

Gardiner missed the 2021-22 season as a result of the surgeries and 
was placed on long-term injured reserve. The 31-year-old played in 26 
games in 2020-21 and recorded eight assists. 
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He has one year remaining on his four-year contract, which carries an 
average annual value of $4.05 million. 

Maybe the Canes take him and he has a wonderful comeback season on 
their blue line. Or maybe he can serve as a salary-dump trade asset and 
have a new beginning elsewhere. 
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Canadiens atop the NHL Draft: A chat with Shane Wright, Juraj 
Slafkovsky, Logan Cooley 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin 

10-13 minutes 03/06/2022 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Canadiens have a difficult decision ahead of 
them with the No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, but they are hoping the 
conversations they have had here at the scouting combine can offer 
some clarity. 

We can’t speak for what impressions they might have had after speaking 
to Canadian Shane Wright, Slovak Juraj Slafkovsky and American centre 
Logan Cooley. The Canadiens held a formal interview with each of them 
at the combine and also met with them in a more informal setting — they 
took Wright and Cooley out to dinner, while they asked to meet up again 
with Slafkovsky on Wednesday evening after interviewing him earlier that 
day. 

After speaking to all three of them this week, we were left impressed with 
each of them for entirely different reasons. 

But one thing they all had in common was how confident they are in 
themselves and how well they could express that confidence, but also 
how their personalities and the way they speak kind of match up with the 
way they play. 

Wright was extremely self-aware, composed and straightforward, 
addressing some of the criticism he’s faced this season in a calm, 
efficient way, well thought-out and matter-of-factly. The responses were 
quick, serious and direct, much like his game. 

The first impression of Slafkovsky is just how imposing a young man he 
is; a physical specimen that leaves an impression just by sitting next to 
him. But then he starts to talk, flashes his big smile and shows how much 
fun he can be. His game is also big and fun; he’s someone who catches 
your eye on the ice and impresses with his rare combination of speed, 
size and skill. He is a bold, charismatic young man, and that shows in his 
game. 

In the case of Cooley, this correlation between his personality and his 
game might not be quite as true as it is for the two others, but one thing 
he exudes both on the ice and when he talks is a quiet confidence. 
Cooley is seen as one of the most dynamic players in this draft, and if 
you don’t believe us, just ask him. He knows what he wants and has no 
doubt he has the ability to go get it. It’s true of his game, and it came 
shining through in our conversation with him. 

Deciding which of these three young men deserve to be the No. 1 pick in 
the NHL Draft is what the Canadiens front office and amateur scouting 
staff will have to grapple with between now and July 7. But as far as 
we’re concerned, they each have qualities that make them quite 
appealing. 

To give you an idea of what we mean, we asked a set of similar 
questions to Wright, Slafkovsky and Cooley. We’ll let you draw your own 
conclusions based on their answers, but if you want to hear more 

extended interviews with each of them, you can listen to the June 2 
episode of The Athletic Support podcast. 

When you think of Montreal as a hockey market, what comes to mind? 

Shane Wright: I think it’s pretty incredible the fan base they have there, 
one of the most passionate fan bases in the entire NHL. If you have the 
chance to play for a team like that and a fan base like that, they obviously 
expect a lot on the ice and they want to win. But they also like you. Those 
fans, they love you as a player and they accept you as their own. So 
playing in front of a fan base like that would be a pretty cool experience, 
definitely a lot of fun. 

Juraj Slafkovsky: A lot of fans! Yeah, they love to win and they hate to 
lose, and if the team is losing, they can get pretty mad. That’s how it 
looks from Europe, and that’s what I heard. 

Logan Cooley: I just think they’re a passionate fan base, they were real 
historic for winning championships back in the day. To be able to play 
with an Original Six team would be pretty special, to wear that jersey 
would be unbelievable. 

What are you most satisfied with about your season? Least satisfied? 

Wright: I think my decision-making with the puck, understanding where to 
go on the ice, different situations on the ice is what brings me the most 
success and is really my best asset as well … I think as well, my maturity 
as a player, my maturity to be able to play in more situations, being able 
to kill penalties, being able to take faceoffs, being able to play in more 
situations and perform well in every situation rather than in the past, kind 
of being in those situations but not being as successful as I’d like to be … 

(But) I think a couple of times, a lot of the time, I was maybe gripping my 
stick a little too tight. I think a lot of time I was trying to make the perfect 
play, trying to make the perfect pass, maybe it’s a saucer pass through 
skates or a tough pass across there. Trying to make a perfect play rather 
than just kind of react, letting my instincts take over and just making a 
play that’s maybe simpler, but also just kind of react to what the 
defenders are giving you, react to where my teammates are. Sometimes 
where I ran into trouble is where I overthink too much, overthink the 
situation or the decisions I was making. 

Slafkovsky: I’m happy that I showed myself that I can score some goals. 
The least happy? I think I would say just overall how I played the first half 
of the season. I was like, kind of scared to make up things and to really 
shoot the puck and score or make something … I think it was about 
confidence. I felt like I had those skills and skating and everything, but 
maybe there was a lack of the confidence. I wasn’t so confident, so it 
looked like maybe struggling a bit. But after the Olympics, I felt amazing 
on the ice in every game. 

Cooley: I think I had a really good season, I put up a really good amount 
of points per game. That was kind of my goal, to produce a lot more than 
my 17-year-old year, and I did that. One thing that I wish I could have 
done a little bit more is be more consistent. I think I showed it a little bit, 
and as the season went along I was much better. 

How would you describe yourself as a hockey player? 

Wright: I’m not a flashy guy, I’m not a guy who will go end to end with 
blazing speed and stickhandle through defenders. I think my game is a 
little more cerebral, a little more decision-making, a little more quick plays 
that maybe go unnoticed at times. Decisions, understanding where to go 
on the ice — that’s what my game is. I’m less about the flashy, really 
noticeable plays that make you go ‘wow’. I think my game can translate, 
also, and leads to a lot of success. There’s different ways you can have 
success, there’s different ways to be a good player. That’s just kind of the 
way I play. 

Slafkovsky: I think I would say a power forward with skill and with 
creativity that can score and make a good pass. I like (Mikko Rantanen a 
lot), how he plays. I like to watch his game, but obviously he’s far away 
from me. I just look to him. 
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Cooley: I’m a complete player, a two-way player, very dynamic, 
electrifying player. I like to win, too — I’m a winning player, I like to be on 
successful hockey teams. I like to be with successful teammates too, and 
help a team win a championship. 

Who is your biggest inspiration? 

Wright: (Sidney) Crosby was always that guy for me. Growing up he was 
my favourite player, he was my role model, the guy I always watched. 
The Penguins were my favourite team as well as a kid, so he would 
definitely be the guy that comes to mind. 

Slafkovsky: I think it was Marian Hossa. When I was growing up, he was 
on the rise and he was the best Slovak player in the league and I think he 
was one of the best players in the league also. He won three Cups and 
his career was amazing. And I went also to Chicago to watch a game. 
First time I watched it was 2013, the other time it was 2016. It was great. 
I bought a jersey and all that stuff. Took some nachos and pizza and I 
was just enjoying my time watching the hockey! 

Cooley: It’s kind of my whole family, but more important, my brother Eric. 
I think we’ve always been pushing each other to be at our best. Watching 
him having a good chance of playing college hockey when I was real 
young made me want to do that. Now that this stuff’s kind of coming true, 
I think that goes to him. 

Being your draft year, knowing scouts were watching you all season long 
and that they want to see certain things, how might that have impacted 
the way you play, if at all? 

Wright: It’s really important to find a balance. You’ve got to manage those 
expectations, you’ve got to manage what those people are saying about 
you and just those different experiences and manage what those outside 
people are saying. There’s a lot of people that say stuff and a lot of 
people that say things that don’t matter as much. What matters more is 
focusing on what you think of yourself and what are the coaches saying 
about your play and what your teammates are saying as well, and try to 
block out and tune out that other stuff as best as possible. 

Slafkosvsky: Usually I try not to think about all those things, that 
someone is watching and (that) stuff. I just try to play my game, no 
matter what happens. I feel like when I do not overthink that much and 
just focus on my game, it’s even easier for me to play and it looks better 
also. 

Cooley: Scouts know when you’re being a selfish player, and that’s not 
who I am at all. Using your teammates and finding open ice is the way 
that hockey’s played, and playing a mature game is what they’re looking 
for and that’s what I try to do. 

How important is it to you to be the No. 1 overall pick in the draft? 

Wright: For sure it’s important to me. It’s always been my motivation. I 
always want to push myself to be the best. I’m a competitive guy, I want 
to be the best, I want to be the best player in the draft, I want to be that 
first overall pick. It’s always been my motivation, always been the thing 
that’s pushing me to be the best I can be. 

Slafkovsky: Right now, I feel like it’s maybe closer than it was, for 
example, three months ago. Of course I want it, but I always say it’s not 
important when you get drafted, but where and if you get a good chance 
to play. That’s the most important thing at the end of the day. Being first 
overall would mean a lot, but I’m just letting it go, and just not (trying) to 
think about it that much. 

Cooley: To be able to compete against the other top guys, like a guy like 
Wright or Slafkovsky, I love that. I love competing against those guys and 
to be the best out of all of them. That’s my goal and I love that feeling … 
No guy wants to be second or third or fourth. But you want to go to a 
team that wants you, you don’t want to go to a team that has a few 
questions about you. You want to go to a team that believes in you and 
has confidence in you that you can help them win games for their 
franchise. 
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Down Goes Brown: The 21 most disappointing players from the 2022 
playoffs 

 

Sean McIndoe 

12-15 minutes 02/06/2022 

 

We’re into the third round of what’s so far been one of the best 
postseasons ever, and even cranky old sportswriters are writing glowing 
puff pieces about how great everything has been. 

You know what that means: It’s time to spend an entire post being 
negative about the players who’ve disappointed us. 

Yes, it’s the annual all-disappointment team, where we build a 21-man 
roster out of all the so-called stars who let us down this spring. These 
aren’t the worst players from the 2022 playoffs, because that would just 
be a list of fourth-liners who barely played. No, we’re going to focus on 
players who are notable because our expectations were high. Too high, 
in some cases? Sure, probably, but that’s half the fun. Your team would 
have won if you’d just scored a dozen more goals or so, you fraud. 

(By the way, Connor McDavid was on last year’s team. Is that the sole 
reason he’s dominating this year? I’m not saying that, but I’m not denying 
it either.) 

We’ll go with three goalies, six defensemen and 12 forwards, with at least 
one representative from each of the eliminated teams but nobody getting 
more than two, because I like to make things more complicated than they 
need to be. And to really add an element of risk, I’m also going to include 
one player from each of the four teams that are still alive. I’m sure that 
won’t come back to bite me at all. 

As always, when you’re celebrating failure, you build from the net out. 
We’ll go with three goalies, since the way this year has gone, we’ll 
probably need them. 

Goaltenders 

Jacob Markstrom, Flames 

We don’t often get our starting goalie from a team that won a round, let 
alone a seven-game goaltending battle that saw him post a .943 save 
percentage. But Markstrom isn’t here because of what he did against 
Dallas. Instead, it’s all about the Battle of Alberta, in which the “sea of 
red” referred to the lights behind Markstrom’s back. 

Facing the team he shunned in free agency two years ago, Markstrom 
got shelled to the tune of an .852 save percentage and 24 goals allowed. 
While we applaud him for getting into the whole 1980s spirit of the rivalry, 
his ill-timed cold streak wiped out any chance the Flames had of keeping 
up with the Oilers’ offense. 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Wild 

Fleury wasn’t exactly bad for Minnesota. He couldn’t do much in Game 1 
when his team was shut out, and he gave up just three goals over the 
next two to get them back into the series lead. It’s not even that Games 4 
or 5 were on him. He was fine. 

But fine isn’t what you’re looking for when you make a guy your big 
deadline acquisition. Fleury was meant to be the last piece that would get 
the Wild over the hump, or at least into the conversation as a legitimate 
threat to the Avalanche. Instead, Fleury was on the bench by the end of 
the series, watching Cam Talbot start Game 6. If anything, you could 
make the case that the trade ended up hurting the Wild, because now 
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Fleury is a pending UFA and Talbot is unhappy with how everything was 
handled. No guts no glory, but we have the benefit of hindsight on this 
team. 

Jack Campbell, Maple Leafs 

There are two categories that are usually crowded for this column, but 
are surprisingly tough to fill this year: goaltenders and Maple Leafs. The 
latter is kind of weird, given that they lost yet again, but the stars all 
played well enough and the only guy who really stood out as a goat was 
Alex Kerfoot for a few games. When everyone plays up to expectations 
and you still lose, is that bad? It feels bad. 

As for the goalies, we certainly saw some bad performances, but it was 
either from guys you’d expect (like Vitek Vanecek and the Predators’ 
backups) or guys who quickly got shown the bench (like Linus Ullmark). 
And then there’s Campbell, who stands as the only goalie in this year’s 
postseason to start at least seven games and post a save percentage 
under .900. He wasn’t awful, aside from that one blowout where the 
whole team no-showed. But after Jon Cooper dropped his comment 
about a 3.50 GAA after Game 3, Campbell went on to give up 14 goals in 
the next four, so the math checks out. Campbell was fantastic last year 
against Montreal when virtually nobody else on the team was; this year 
he was OK against a great team. Both years, one extra save could have 
been the difference. 

Defensemen 

Roman Josi, Predators 

Coming off one of the best offensive seasons by a defenseman in recent 
history, Josi had just two points against the Avalanche, and couldn’t do 
much to contain Colorado’s offensive stars. This is his second year in a 
row on this roster, by the way. Does that mean something? Yeah, it 
means he’s really good and the playoffs are weird. 

Kris Letang, Penguins 

In what may have been his swan song as a Penguin, Letang was held to 
just one goal and four points against the Rangers, a disappointing total 
after he posted a career high in points during the regular season. And 
none of the offense came after Sidney Crosby was hurt, which was when 
the Penguins needed him most. 

Darnell Nurse, Oilers 

Oh good, it’s our first name from a team that’s still in it. The soon-to-be 
$9.25-million man has just two goals and four points through 12 games, 
and was on the ice for a total of nine goals in the Oilers’ pair of Game 1 
debacles against Calgary and Colorado. To make matters worse, he also 
got himself suspended for a brutal headbutt against the Kings, missing 
an elimination game that could have ended his team’s season. But unlike 
most of this roster, he still has a chance to redeem himself. 

Ryan Suter, Stars 

Goals were tough to come by for both teams in the series between the 
Stars and Flames, so maybe you shrug off Suter having just three points, 
all of them secondary assists. But his possession and expected goal 
numbers were both around the 40-percent mark at five-on-five, which 
isn’t a great sign for a veteran who’s 37 years old and still has three 
years left on his deal. 

Noah Hanifin, Flames 

We all know that plus-minus is a bad stat, but it can still tell us something 
in the extremes. For example, when a player is a league-worst minus-11 
in 12 games, that’s bad. Mix it with just three assists and a few notable 
turnovers, including on the season-ending overtime goal, and it was a 
forgettable playoff run for Hanifin and partner Rasmus Andersson, who 
couldn’t stop or even slow down the Oilers’ stars. 

Ben Chiarot, Panthers 

The golden boy of the trade deadline looked like a great fit in Florida 
during the regular season, but he had a rough postseason. He posted 

just one point, a secondary assist against Washington. Granted, he’s not 
a guy who’s there to score. But his defensive game didn’t help much 
either, with possession and expected goals both under 50 percent at five-
on-five. When you give up your first-rounder for a rental, it’s fair to say 
you’re hoping for more of an impact. 

Forwards 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Panthers 

After a phenomenal year that saw him take a run at the Art Ross and 
shatter the assist record for a left winger, Huberdeau had a decidedly 
lackluster postseason. He managed just a goal and two assists in six 
games against the Capitals (with the goal coming in a 6-1 loss). 

The good news is he lead the team in scoring in Round 2 against Tampa; 
the bad news is he did that with two points. Yeah, there could be a few 
Panther forwards on this team. But any way you slice it, five points in two 
rounds isn’t great for a guy we were told should be a Hart Trophy 
favorite. 

Alexander Ovechkin, Capitals 

All he does is score. Except this time he didn’t, with just one goal in six 
games against the Panthers. Nobody would blame him for the Caps 
losing the series, because nobody expected them to win in the first place, 
or even last as long as they did. But with two of the Panthers’ four wins 
coming in overtime, even one or two more Ovechkin goals could have 
turned the series. 

Mikko Rantanen, Avalanche 

Yes, it’s another dreaded “pick a guy whose team is still alive in the 
playoffs” move. These are always fun, especially when it’s someone as 
talented as Rantanen, because it virtually guarantees that we’ll end up as 
fodder for the “that didn’t age well” crowd. But we’re only focused on 
what’s happened so far, and Rantanen had just one goal through two 
rounds — a meaningless empty-netter that turned a two-goal lead into a 
three-goal lead with two seconds left in regulation. He did beat a 
goaltender on Tuesday, because everyone did, but it took him a while. 

To put this a little differently: How terrifying is it that the Avalanche were 
rolling without Rantanen scoring goals, and what happens if he heats up 
now? 

Filip Forsberg, Predators 

The Predators would have needed a miracle against the Avalanche, 
especially without Juuse Saros, so we certainly can’t blame Forsberg for 
a sweep we all saw coming. Still, when you’re coming off a season that 
saw you score at a 100-point pace, you’d probably like to head into free 
agency with a bit more postseason padding on your resume than one 
goal and no assists. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes 

He made this roster last year, although it was a half-hearted pick where I 
just needed a player from Carolina. It’s a little easier this year, after 
Svechnikov posted just five points in 14 games. Four of those were 
goals, but only one came against the Rangers, and two of his five points 
were on empty-netters. 

Anze Kopitar, Kings 

It’s tough to find an especially disappointing King, since the fact that they 
were even in the playoffs felt like a win for a rebuilding team with a bright 
future. But we said that everyone would get at least one slot, so let’s give 
this one to Kopitar. He had just one goal and four points against 
Edmonton, and half his production came in a game his team lost 8-2. 
And his on-ice goals percentage was just 35 percentage across all 
situations, and just over 30 percent at five-on-five. 

Taylor Hall, Bruins 

I was initially going to go with Nick Foligno’s one-point performance, but 
then I realized he only scored two goals all season, so maybe the 
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playoffs were an upgrade. Instead, we’ll go with Hall, who once again 
failed to be a difference-maker as a secondary scoring threat. He had 
just two goals, none after Game 3, and just two secondary assists to go 
with them. In two postseasons and three rounds as a Bruin, he’s put up 
just nine points. 

Kevin Fiala, Wild 

Another returning member from last year’s roster, Fiala didn’t score a 
goal and managed just one primary point in six games against the Blues. 
It was a rough end to what had been a breakout year, and you wonder 
how it impacts his trade value and/or next contract. For what it’s worth, 
Fiala has been to the playoffs six times now in his career, and has just 15 
points in 35 games to show for it. 

Kaapo Kakko, Rangers 

If I’ve learned anything from Rangers fans over the last three seasons, 
it’s that it’s always too early to expect the No. 2 pick from 2019 to do all 
that much. His stat sheet shows 26 goals and 58 points, which would be 
a decent season for a 21-year-old except that it’s his three-year career 
total. Still, I realize it’s too early, and he did have a nifty assist last night, 
so I will not suggest that his lack of production is in any way concerning. 
I’ll simply include him and his meager one goal and four points in 15 
games on this roster, virtually guaranteeing that the big breakout finally 
comes against Tampa, probably tomorrow night in Game 2. 

Ivan Barbashev, Blues 

I was thinking of giving the Blues’ spot to the goal-less Brayden Schenn, 
but given the injuries we now know he was playing through, there are 
better options. It comes down to Barbashev or Robert Thomas, and while 
the latter had higher expectations after a breakout year, it’s hard to 
ignore Barbashev’s no goals and two assists after a 60-point season. 

Alex Killorn, Lightning 

We said we’d include one player from every team, but it’s tough to find 
anyone playing poorly on the Lightning these days. Maybe you could go 
with expensive deadline pickup Brandon Hagel’s one goal through two 
rounds, or maybe Anthony Cirelli. I’ll go with Killorn, who was fourth in 
team scoring during the season and almost a point-a-game player during 
last year’s playoff run, but who doesn’t have a goal yet this spring and no 
points at all since the Toronto series. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs -Takeaways after two games in the 
West finals 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The Colorado Avalanche have a commanding 2-0 series lead over the 
Edmonton Oilers in the Western Conference finals, and look every bit like 
a powerhouse team ready to reach a Stanley Cup Final. 

Meanwhile, the Oilers are limping home to Edmonton for Games 3 and 4 
with more questions than answers on how to slow Colorado's attack and 
get back in the series. 

Here's some of what we've learned so far and what it could mean for the 
games ahead. 

Edmonton's got a tough road ahead. 

Being down 2-0 in a series against any team is hard to come back from. 
When that team is of Colorado's caliber, the assignment is downright 
daunting. 

In Game 1, the Oilers appeared capable of matching the Avalanche goal 
for goal (and nearly did). In Game 2, the Oilers appeared more 
outmatched. It was Colorado dictating the pace of play, creating chances 
off the rush, rolling behind the Oilers' defense and entering the offensive 
zone practically at will. 

Serious adjustments will be needed ahead of Game 3, when Edmonton 
will at least be back on home ice. Is that where the Oilers can begin 
mounting a comeback? 

They certainly have the talent (see: Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl et 
al). And, if there's a positive to take from Game 2, it's that Mike Smith 
appears back on point. 

Edmonton coach Jay Woodcroft tapped Smith for Game 2 after pulling 
him midway through Game 1 for allowing six goals. Smith was terrific for 
the Oilers in Game 2 and gave his team every chance to stay in the 
game. The Oilers couldn't do anything with the opportunity. 

Even McDavid admitted after Game 2 that he probably hasn't been at the 
top of his game in this series. Edmonton better hope that's true, and that 
there's more magic still to come from its captain. 

It's not enough to say that Makar is a Norris Trophy-caliber defender 
(which he is) or one of the brightest blueliners in the league (again, true). 
It's not just that he's excellent. It's how Makar carries himself that's also 
impressive. He's confident but humble, poised but daring, smart and 
skillful. And Makar has needed every one of those assets to be at the 
forefront of Colorado's defense against McDavid & Co. That's hardly a 
job for one man, but Makar has been the Avalanche's first line of 
defense. The way he handled a potential breakaway for McDavid in the 
first period of Game 2 was textbook. Makar is also a master at joining the 
rush and recognizing when to hold back. 

The magnitude of this conference finals moment or who Makar is 
matched up against hasn't appeared to faze the 23-year-old at all. At that 
young age, Makar is scripting a brilliant reputation through each game of 
these playoffs. In the first two games of this series we might have seen 
his best so far. 

Edmonton loves a third-period comeback. It's less enamored with early 
leads, or -- as the cliché goes -- starting on time. 

Even the Oilers struggle to account for why their starts aren't consistently 
better. Game 1 could have had a different outcome if Edmonton had 
capitalized on Evander Kane's ice-breaking goal instead of allowing one 
36 seconds later to J.T. Compher. Finding themselves in a 7-3 hole by 
the second period was backbreaking, no matter how much mettle the 
Oilers displayed in their third-period push. 

In Game 2, it was Smith holding the Oilers in early as Colorado dictated 
the pace with its potent offensive attack. Edmonton had few answers for 
the oncoming Avalanche, who pummeled them off the rush and made the 
Oilers look repeatedly flat-footed. They were lucky to escape that period 
with the game 0-0. 

This is Edmonton's third playoff series, and it was the third time the Oilers 
faced a multiple-goal deficit in a Game 1 loss. It was the fifth time in the 
postseason they've been down by two or more goals to start. It's a 
problem everyone can identify, with no real solutions on how to fix it. The 
Oilers seem content almost to wait for the urgency to kick in and then 
close the gap. That strategy has worked before. It might work again. But 
Edmonton's playing with fire too often, and it could also lead to getting 
burned. 

Jared Bednar has been cagey discussing Darcy Kuemper's upper-body 
injury and how long it might keep the Avalanche's starter out. 

But Colorado's coach was clear on his belief in Pavel Francouz to get the 
job done in Kuemper's absence. In Game 2, Francouz showed why with 
the second shutout of his postseason career. 
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He was locked-in facing Edmonton's top scorers, tracking the puck well 
through traffic and remaining positionally solid. Francouz did catch a 
break on one miscue, playing a puck directly onto an Oiler stick that 
required a frantic save halfway between his net and the blue line. He also 
levied a key poke check on Darnell Nurse in the second, showing 
another flair for the dramatic in challenging the Oilers' top performers. 

The Avs made it easier on Francouz by building a lead in Game 2 and 
generally keeping the puck away from his net. But it was still a good sign 
for Colorado that Francouz was able to weather the storms early on in a 
24-save performance. The club's goaltending should be solid no matter 
how long Kuemper remains out. 

Eventually, Mikko Rantanen was going to find his scoring touch. 

Unfortunately for Edmonton, that time has come. 

Rantanen had a 36-goal regular season but had registered just one tally 
in the Avalanche's first 10 playoff games, an empty-netter in a 6-3 victory 
over St. Louis in the second round. He'd been a successful playmaker 
(notching 10 assists), but lighting the lamp was tough. 

No more. 

Rantanen has two goals in as many games of this series. His chemistry 
with Nazem Kadri has been on full display, and Rantanen looks like a 
player who's found his groove. And that's one more weapon firing for the 
Avalanche to rely on. 

Another player showing real confidence? Artturi Lehkonen. 

He had the first goal of Game 2, but Lehkonen's contributions go beyond 
the scoresheet. The trade-deadline acquisition is great defensively, 
forechecks hard and is just a reliable presence everywhere on the ice. 

This series features some superstar headliners. However, Colorado is 
showing why it's such a dangerous team in the way its different players 
can step up and add to the mix at any time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' mistakes allow powerhouse Avalanche to earn 
another convincing win 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 3, 2022, 1:06 AM 

 

EDMONTON — On the night that Calgary Flames curmudgeonly head 
coach Darryl Sutter was awarded the Jack Adams Award as coach of the 
year, we offer you this: 

For the Edmonton Oilers, will this Western Conference Final simply be a 
waste of eight days? 

“It’s a series, right? This is how it goes,” countered even-keeled winger 
Zach Hyman after a 4-0 loss Thursday. “There are momentum swings. 
It’s a rollercoaster. They defended home ice, so we have an opportunity 
to go back, feed off our crowd and get the momentum back.” 

That’s tomorrow’s column. 

Today, we’re still trying to figure out how the Avalanche pumped 12 goals 
past the Oilers netminders in two games, while limiting Edmonton’s 
superstars to far less possession time than they have enjoyed in any 
series thus far. 

And the odd-man rushes? Whatever happened to those? 

In a meeting that was billed as The McSeries — with Connor McDavid 
facing off against Colorado superstar Nathan MacKinnon — the Colorado 
freight train is the clear winner thus far. 

MacKinnon had 11 shots on net to McDavid’s two in Game 2; MacKinnon 
had a goal, McDavid was pointless; MacKinnon brought the crowd to the 
edge of their chairs numerous times, and McDavid uncharacteristically 
did not. 

“Probably haven't been at the top of my game here,” admitted McDavid. 

Beneath their captain, the rest of this Oilers roster was simply the 
second-best lineup on the ice Thursday, shut out on a night when they 
mustered only 11 shots in the final 40 minutes. 

Edmonton was gifted a backup goalie in Pavel Francouz, with Darcy 
Kuemper’s Game 1 injury holding him out, and they responded with only 
24 shots on net and a paltry seven high danger scoring chances, per 
Natural Stat Trick. 

It was a three-goal binge in 122 seconds of the second period that sunk 
the Oilers, a trend that has developed where Colorado either scores in 
bunches, or pots one within seconds of having been scored upon. 

“They definitely feed off momentum,” said McDavid. “They find ways to 
compound one and turn it into three there. Obviously, it's on us to grab 
that. It seems likes shifts after goals — either for or against — have hurt 
us over the last couple of games. The shift after, they find a way to score 
right after.” 

It takes almost the perfect game, doesn’t it? That’s how good this 
Colorado Avalanche team is. 

You can’t cough up a puck, or blow a zone exit. 

You can’t squander a powerplay chance, because the odds are, you 
won’t have the puck long enough to get more than one or two powerplays 
when the game is still in the balance (the powerplays favoured the Avs 
by a 7-2 margin). You can’t miss a chance to enter the O-zone, because 
the Avs turn a neutral zone turnover into a lightning-fast rush followed by 
20 or 30 seconds of zone time — if you’re lucky. 

Yes, Oilers fan, you can grouse about the mistakes your guys made in 
Game 2. But in reality, everyone commits miscues in this game of 
mistakes we Canadians call our own. 

The difference is, now you’re committing those errors against an elite, 
elite opponent. One you surely can not outskate, which has been 
Edmonton’s path to this Final Four. 

“We’re in the final four. The other team does good stuff too,” pleaded 
head coach Jay Woodcroft. “We think there’s more to be had there, we 
can do a better job of shooting the puck, shooting through structure. 
Tonight didn’t go our way, but we’ll go back to the drawing board and 
we’ll prepare to regroup and head home to friendly confines.” 

Woodcroft opened the game with Leon Draisaitl back at centre and 
running his own line. It didn’t work, and by the end of the night No.’s 29 
and 97 were back together, a swing and a miss by a coach just trying to 
push some buttons. 

And really, it was that two-minute span that decided this game. Colorado 
was better, no doubt, but take away that burst and it’s down to the wire in 
a game that could have been had. 

“They got two, they got three… And that's momentum,” said Oilers 
defenceman Tyson Barrie. “That's how this team rolls. We've got to do a 
better job at when they do get one, we've got to stop the bleeding. We 
can't compound and let it spiral out of control like that for a couple 
minutes that it did." 

Some questionable line deployment by a rookie coach, who had the 
Ryan McLeod line on the ice when more experience was required, and a 
couple of bad reads by a defenceman (Nurse) playing more minutes than 
his injured core can handle, and this is what you get. 
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Nurse is struggling. Heroic, but struggling, on the ice for all three second-
period goals. 

“He’s giving us everything he has. Everything he has,” said Woodcroft. 
“He’s a true warrior.” 

We’re down to must-win games now, for these Edmonton Oilers. 

It’s time to see what they’ve got against a true Stanley Cup contender. 

Or, as Sutter once said, it will be a waste of eight days. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.03.2022 

1246816 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / MacKinnon has edge over McDavid — in more than one 
way — through two games of West Final 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 3, 2022, 1:50 AM 

 

DENVER — Although he wasn’t all that interested in spending much time 
talking about the Mc vs. Mac series, it’s clear Nathan MacKinnon is fully 
embracing the opportunity to go head-to-head against the guy he himself 
has called the best player on the planet. 

Through two games of this high-event hockey battle, MacKinnon is 
holding the edge — even if the raw numbers suggest they are tied at 
three points apiece. 

MacKinnon has looked like a man on a mission so far, showcasing his 
explosive skating ability to generate offence, including an 11-shot — and 
12-shot-attempt — showing in Thursday’s 4-0 victory for the Colorado 
Avalanche over the Edmonton Oilers. 

MacKinnon’s goal — his 10th of the playoffs and 16th point in 12 games 
— came on a one-timer during a power play, but the strange wrinkle was 
that it came on a shift where Oilers goalie Mike Smith had lost his glove 
earlier in the play and he had his right hand behind his back to protect it 
as the shot snuck in on the blocker side. 

There’s no shortage of effort being put forth by Oilers captain Connor 
McDavid and he still has the ability to make life uncomfortable for the 
opponent almost every time he touches the puck. But in Game 2, the 
Avalanche did an exceptional job of nullifying McDavid, limiting the 
playoff scoring leader (29 points in 14 games) to only two shots on goal. 

MacKinnon’s line with Valeri Nichushkin and Gabriel Landeskog, with the 
defence pairing of Cale Makar and Devon Toews, continues to get the 
majority of the minutes against McDavid but since Leon Draisaitl spent 
much of the evening centring his own line, Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar didn’t shy away from playing Nazem Kadri against the Oilers' top 
unit at times. 

Bednar went out of his way to mention that he didn’t think MacKinnon 
was getting enough credit for the job he’s been able to do without the 
puck through two games. 

“I look at Nate and I see a guy that's totally committed to winning,” said 
Bednar. “It doesn't matter if he's the guy getting on the scoresheet or not, 
he hasn't cheated not one time in this series to date. Offensively, he's 
getting on the right side of the puck. He's still finding a way to contribute, 
but it's a whole team effort. You don't just check them with two guys. So 
all five guys on the ice have to be committed to that and everyone's sort 
of bought into it.” 

Draisaitl also had a nine-game point streak snapped and was limited to 
two shots on goal. 

One of the important developments for the Avalanche is that they didn’t 
sit back during the third period after building a lead by exploding for three 
goals in a span of two minutes and four seconds, buckling down and not 
giving the Oilers any momentum going into Game 3, which is scheduled 
for Rogers Place on Saturday night (Sportsnet and SN NOW at 8 p.m. 
ET/ 6 p.m. MT). 

“How do you pick?” Avalanche defenceman Josh Manson, who scored 
his second goal of the playoffs during that offensive eruption, asked 
rhetorically. “You need the three goals to win, right, and that stems from 
the good effort in the third to shut them down. 

“I think that was what our group needed, the way to play in the third 
period there. We talked about it in between and how we wanted to 
accomplish it and so it was good to get out and get that result for us.” 

Bednar promised there would be adjustments and his players made sure 
he was true to his word. 

After Game 1 turned into a track meet that featured 14 goals and an 
abundance of high-danger chances for two high-octane teams, the 
Colorado Avalanche played a smothering style of defence to help make 
life relatively easy for Pavel Francouz as he was thrust into duty, making 
24 saves to record his second playoff shutout in his 10th appearance — 
and seventh start. 

It wasn’t a taxing evening for Francouz, but he was calm in his crease, 
not giving up any juicy rebounds while soaking the moment in. 

At one point during a stoppage in play during the third period, Francouz 
clapped his hands together to show his appreciation while fans were 
chanting "Frankie, Frankie, Frankie." 

"It's a special feeling, for sure. It's tough to describe," said Francouz. "It 
was a special night for sure. I think it was an overall team effort tonight. It 
was better when they were shouting, 'Go, Avs, Go' or 'Let's go Avs.'" 

The status of Avalanche goalie Darcy Kuemper, who left Game 1 with an 
upper-body injury, remains mostly a mystery — other than Bednar saying 
he was day-to-day. 

It is not known if Kuemper is going to travel with the team or remain back 
home in Denver as the series shifts to Alberta. 

Bednar wasn’t even ready to declare Francouz the starter for Game 3, 
even after posting the goose egg. 

"We'll see,” said Bednar. “We'll evaluate the game and we'll talk to Darcy 
and Frankie and then we'll make our decision.” 

The odds suggest Francouz will be the guy between the pipes on 
Saturday night, no matter what Bednar is willing to say publicly. 

As for the Avalanche, they seem to be clicking on all cylinders — and 
that includes an enormous contribution from the line of Kadri, Mikko 
Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen. 

Kadri continues to shine for the Avalanche assisting on all three goals in 
the second period, with Rantanen converting a perfect pass from Kadri 
and Lehkonen delivering a perfect redirection of a Kadri shot to go with 
the slapshot Manson scored on after Kadri got the puck over to him. 

“We can see, he goes to the hard areas, too, he can make plays. He’s a 
playoff player,” Manson said of Kadri. “He’s not scared of the situation 
and even if it’s a tight game, he’s always making plays and is a really 
important player. We see he enjoys the little chirping and the hard game. 
Playoff player and a big player for us, also.” 

Kadri has been outstanding all season long and he’s found a way to raise 
his level at the most important time of the season. 
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But instead of basking in the glory, he went out of his way to praise his 
teammates for the willingness to commit to the style of play required to 
win. 

“I mean, it just goes to show you it's definitely a confidence booster,” said 
Kadri, who is up to six goals and 18 points in 12 playoff games. “Knowing 
and understanding that inside the dressing room, no matter what the 
game, how the outcome of the game works out, we can play either way, 
we can score, we can defend. Just having that attention to detail, like I 
said, is what's brought us success. 

"Moving forward, it's certainly going to be important." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter brought structure, accountability to Flames en route 
to Jack Adams win 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

June 2, 2022, 8:40 PM 

 

Almost 30 years after starting his NHL head coaching career, Darryl 
Sutter won his first “Miserable Old Guy” Award Thursday. 

That’s how he said players like Gordie Howe referred to Jack Adams, for 
whom the NHL’s coach of the year award is named. 

In that vein, Sutter was the obvious winner, not just for turning the 
Flames around, but for hosting daily press availabilities that are often as 
standoffish as Adams was known to be. 

“I don’t need that on my resume – some guys do,” shrugged the blunt 63-
year-old last month when named a finalist with New York’s Gerard 
Gallant and Florida’s Andrew Brunette. 

“It’s a regular-season award.” 

Evidently, he’s right. 

If it incorporated playoff success, the NHL broadcasters’ association 
would have voted for Gallant, who has done wonders to guide the 
Rangers to a 1-0 series lead in the Eastern Conference Final. 

While Sutter’s Flames took a step by winning a seven-game series over 
Dallas in the first round, the coach wasn’t able to get the most out of his 
lads in an exciting, five-game series against Edmonton that ended with 
four straight Calgary losses. 

“It was a hell of a regular season, I think our team took a step in our first 
round,” agreed GM Brad Treliving, when reflecting upon the positives of 
the season over the weekend. 

“I look at that (Edmonton) series and the team that played the best won 
the series. What's empty for me is I don't think we put our game on the 
ice. We established an identity and a style of play that I don't think we — 
for a number of reasons, and some we'll have to find out — we never got 
to it in the second round. You have to acknowledge the opponent, and 
we'll figure out why, internally, that didn't happen.” 

A dissection for another day. 

On Thursday the focus was on the job Sutter did all regular season. 

After missing the playoffs last year, the Flames won the Pacific Division 
thanks to Sutter’s ability to bring structure and accountability to Calgary. 

He has transformed the organization, again, prompting the league to 
hand him the award Thursday via a video by brother Brian Sutter, who 
won the award in 1991. 

A team that had long been known for its poor starts to games and 
seasons led the loop in game-opening goals, which was another tip of 
the cap to Sutter’s ability to prepare players nightly. 

The pressure he applied was relentless on a returning core to get more 
out of their respective games, driving the Flames to be one of the 
league’s stingiest defensively, while employing a relentless forecheck 
that made them a treat to watch. 

Half the Flames roster had career years, including all six defencemen, 
and a top line of Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm 
that combined for 301 points. 

Not that any of the lads will be sharing their pending raises with the 
coach, but credit Sutter for squeezing so much more out of them at both 
ends of the ice. 

"(We met) the standards that are necessary to get some respect back as 
an organization, as a player back, as a team back, in the league,” said 
Sutter at his season-ending availability. 

“I said this 16 months ago, our fans just want two things: Honesty and 
hard work, and they don't always get it from all of you guys (the media) 
all the time, quite honestly." 

It wouldn’t be a Sutter presser without a shot at the media he counts on 
so heavily to send messages to his players, and various other targets, 
daily. 

That truculence helped elevate his popularity in a province in which he’s 
rightfully credited for turning the Flames franchise around not once, but 
twice. 

He’s done it with a hockey mind several steps ahead of most of his 
peers, incorporating analytics with an old-school background. 

“I don’t think it’s a coincidence people had career years,” said Treliving, 
who hired Sutter midway through last season to change the culture. 

“He pushes people to achieve things and it’s not always comfortable. 
Being successful in any walk of life is not easy. Human nature is to 
survive. It’s just to survive. To be really good is hard, and he pushes 
people to be really, really good. He’s brought structure, he’s brought 
accountability to this group and the group’s embraced it.” 

Facetiously called the Jolly Rancher for his stone-faced, all-business 
approach when at the podium or behind the bench, he’s as calculated 
and sharp as anyone in the game. 

In a city where the team is always going to be judged on playoff success 
that has largely eluded the franchise, he said Wednesday the team 
reached its baseline goal. 

"We said our goal was to be a playoff team and we did that,” said Sutter, 
who guided his club to the NHL’s hottest finish the last two months 
despite a Christmas Covid outbreak that sidelined the whole team. 

“Then, we had to reset because of the way the schedule was (with) 
games taken away from us and then the rescheduling. Bottom line, 
there's no long-term goals ever reached unless you reach short-term 
goals and that was a thing as an organization that had to be - for sure - 
reset. So, we made progress in that. It's taking that and seeing how we 
can improve on that. 

“It's good that it hurts at the end, because then they understand it better.” 

Sutter helped lift the team to a 50-win, 111-point season that has 
established a base from which they’ll now operate. 

"They've sort of set their own bar now,” said Sutter, a two-time Stanley 
Cup winner. 
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"The only way you can ever become a Stanley Cup champion is to make 
the playoffs over and over and over and over, and build on that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Could 2022 bring us the best Stanley Cup 
Playoffs ever? 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

June 2, 2022, 7:03 PM 

 

We’re two days into the Stanley Cup Conference Finals, and here’s my 
question: could we be witnessing the greatest playoffs ever? 

Game 7 Rangers/Carolina was a dud, unfortunately, but it was the sixth 
deciding game of these playoffs. That’s one away from the record, set in 
1994 — equaled in 2011 and 2014.  

The last of those years had the epic Chicago/Los Angeles Western 
Conference Final, two rounds after the Kings came back from 3-0 down 
to shock San Jose. However, a playoffs cannot be truly great without a 
Stanley Cup Final that tosses your emotions like rags in a spin cycle. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t happen that year as the Kings were too good for 
the Rangers. 

That did happen in 2011. Boston/Vancouver was a monumental final, 
three rounds after the Canucks “slayed the dragon” during a series for 
the ages with Chicago. From a coverage and teamwork standpoint, 
Bruins/Canucks remains the most memorable Stanley Cup of my career 
— not just because I accidentally wore my wife’s Lululemon pants on a 
cross-country flight. I really liked dealing with those two teams, the 
hockey was excellent and, as a group, we had a little too much fun. 

But there is something about 1994.  

Rangers/Canucks was a defining moment. Mark Messier raising the Cup 
as Madison Square Garden went berserk; New York ending 54 years of 
frustration as Vancouver made a valiant charge, nearly ruining the 
dream. One of my favourite conversations over the years was with Kevin 
Lowe, reminiscing about how the extra day between Games 6 and 7 
saved the championship for Manhattan. 

This was one round after another incredible series with so much on the 
line: Rangers/Devils. The Messier guarantee, Valeri Zelepukin sending 
Game 7 into overtime with 7.7 seconds remaining, Stephane Matteau’s 
double-overtime winner. Several earlier series that went to the max had 
crazy moments. New Jersey eliminated Buffalo one game after Dominik 
Hasek pitched a 70-save, four-overtime shutout. San Jose won its first-
ever playoff series, eliminating Western Conference regular-season 
champion Detroit, then took Toronto to Game 7 (some of my Leaf-loving 
friends still can’t believe Sandis Ozolinsh passed with Felix Potvin at his 
mercy).  

Vancouver’s run to the final started with Pavel Bure’s double-overtime 
winner to eliminate Calgary. I’ll admit to a bias that, for me, strong 
Canadian performances add value, and 1994 featured the last time two 
Canadian clubs met in the semifinal, the Canucks over Toronto in five 
games.  

That was some year, the one that stands out. 

Also great: 1987, featuring a seven-game final of the NHL’s two best 
teams (Edmonton over Philadelphia); the Easter Epic; a Battle of 
Quebec; sitting with high school friends in the top row of Maple Leaf 

Gardens (if there was any fibre in those hot dog buns, it had to be 
Rayon); the crazy Boxcar Ed Hospodar pre-game fight in Montreal.  

The first two rounds this spring have been outstanding, excellent display 
after excellent display of skill, competition, nastiness and drama. A Battle 
of Alberta, which was long overdue. Game 1 Edmonton/Colorado was 
spectacular. Game 1 Tampa Bay/Rangers wasn’t quite as spectacular, 
but it reminded us that New York is more than ready to trade haymakers 
with the two-time defending champions.  

So far, an incredible ride and we’re not ready for it to end. 

1. 1992, by the way, has the record for the most opening-round Games 
7, with six. (This year had five.) What I’d forgotten is that the rest of that 
post-season was u-g-l-y. Five of the last seven series were sweeps, 
including both Stanley Cup semifinals (Pittsburgh over Boston, Chicago 
over Edmonton) and the Final (Penguins overwhelming the Blackhawks). 
Total clunker of a finish. 

2. One thing I’d like to correct from the Western Final Game 1 broadcast: 
the linesmen on-ice do not make the final review call on Cale Makar's 
goal. The Situation Room makes that call; same with goaltender 
interference. The on-ice officials get ultimate say on reducing major 
penalties to minors and on double-minor high-sticks.  

3. Some final comments on the disputed Makar 3-2 goal. The more I 
thought about it, the more it came down to: if you’re a hockey player in 
any league that doesn’t have a super-fancy room jammed with 8K 
screens, that goal was offside. Imagine that play with your beer-league 
team, your university intramural team, your minor hockey team or your 
child’s team. It’s offside. Chances of it counting: minus-10,000 per cent. 
That’s why my immediate reaction to Makar’s goal was, “No way.” 

Yesterday’s blog illustrated these same examples, but it’s worth including 
them again, because, in the NHL, things changed on March 19, 2017. 

This goal altered the future as, in the five years since, that’s the way this 
has been called. People may not like it (and many of you clearly don’t), 
but this is now the way this play is called. A lot of us (including myself) 
are combing through the rulebook like a 49er panning for gold, but the 
video examples are more important because they evidence the evolution 
of the call. One video coach said his team started practising how to 
handle this play right after the 2017 Chicago goal was scored. Again, 
here are the other examples. 

Feb. 4, 2020 Charlie Coyle against Vancouver: 

Jan. 23, 2021 Brendan Gallagher in Vancouver: 

April 6, 2021 Michael Bunting against Los Angeles: 

It’s super-tricky because it’s so counter-intuitive. Several video coaches 
felt awful for their Edmonton compatriots, knowing the Oilers were going 
to lose the challenge. Vancouver, for example, would never have done it, 
being on the receiving end twice. 

4. There was much, much less disagreement with the outcome as 
compared to the Blake Coleman disallowed goal in Game 5 of the Battle 
of Alberta. Players themselves remain the most vocal opponents, feeling 
Makar had “more control, was doing more stickhandling” than Charlie 
McAvoy and Tomas Tatar, in particular, from the above examples. With 
another day to research, talk and think about things, one linesman said 
that if there were two things he could change about the original column I 
wrote, he would have called the play “a mini-delayed offside” and 
hammered even harder that, in the eyes of the rulebook, Cale Makar and 
Valeri Nichushkin are viewed very differently in what they can do. 

Makar is onside. The puck is in the neutral zone when Makar first 
touches it. He is allowed to pursue the puck, even after it goes into the 
Edmonton zone. If there’s an argument for overall rulebook simplification, 
this is it. Too many were confused by the 83.3 language. Makar is 
onside, not attempting to pursue a puck while offside. Play continues if 
offensive players who preceded the puck into the zone (Nichushkin) 
return to the blue line and tag it. Scouting the Refs, an excellent 
resource, added: “These are the players who can’t touch the puck, 
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engage a defending player, or attempt to gain possession.” Hopefully, 
that helps everyone. If you look at the previous examples, you see this 
has been called a certain way for years. I understand how many of us 
without NHL-level video scrutiny would look at that and think it’s wrong. 
In almost every league, it would be.  

5. A few of you have asked why Jay Woodcroft always stands during 
media availabilities. He had back surgery several months ago, which 
makes total sense.  

6. It’s hard to say how long everyone is willing to wait, but several 
coaching sources said things are gummed up while Barry Trotz’s future 
unfolds. Trotz has informed interested teams he won’t rush, making sure 
his next NHL stop is best for him and his family. It’s difficult to predict a 
timeline. What’s also difficult to predict is how long some of his pursuers 
wait before asking another date to prom. Some teams aren’t in a huge 
hurry, as there are a lot of good candidates and not all are available as of 
yet. Several of them have begun interviewing other potential hires, but 
I’m not sure anyone is close. I do believe Winnipeg is very, very serious 
about Trotz, to the point I’m not convinced they’ve done detailed 
interviews with anyone else. He’s also believed to have communicated 
with Dallas, Detroit, Philadelphia and Vegas.  

7. Florida’s decision is getting closer, but I’d be lying if I said I knew 100 
per cent where this is going. I’d be wary of throwing out the baby with the 
bathwater. 

8. Newly-free assistants who will be on the radar: Calgary’s Kirk Muller 
and possibly all three of Craig Berube’s staff (Jim Montgomery, Steve 
Ott, Mike Van Ryn). I’d heard Muller’s name in a couple of places, 
including Philadelphia; he’s now been an assistant for three Cup-winning 
coaches (Ken Hitchcock, Claude Julien, Darryl Sutter). As mentioned on 
Monday’s podcast, there’ve been rumblings Scott Arniel could end up in 
Winnipeg in one role or another, but I wouldn’t go as far to say it’s a 
guarantee, yet. It’s possible he’s interviewed or gets interviewed 
elsewhere, too. Another name I heard recently was Ryan McGill, who 
was on the Vegas bench from franchise inception in 2017. The Golden 
Knights’ young defenders — Nic Hague, Shea Theodore, Zach 
Whitecloud — got better under his tutelage. 

9. Another European-based coach who may be getting North American 
attention is Serge Aubin, with Eisbaren Berlin in Germany. Born in Val 
D’Or, Quebec, Aubin played 374 NHL games for Colorado, Columbus 
and Atlanta before heading overseas. It could be for an AHL coaching 
role.  

10. The OHL Final has a couple of ex-NHLers to watch for: Jay McKee 
(Hamilton) and Marc Savard (Windsor). Jeff Marek has reported Dallas’s 
possible interest in Savard, who coaches Wyatt Johnston — taken 23rd 
overall by the Stars in 2021. 

11. Had heard San Jose talked to agent Allain Roy about its GM opening. 
He wouldn’t confirm or deny, but said, “My goal is to be the top agent for 
the next 20 years.” Rangers assistant GM Ryan Martin is also on the 
radar there. 

12. There are a lot of eyes on qualifying offers. Cap space is tight, and 
the arbitration walk-away number this summer is $4,538,958. (Teams 
can’t “walk-away” from any award below that number.) If they’re not 
convinced a player’s production matches, teams may choose to let them 
go free in July rather than risk an arbitration award they can’t escape. 
Toronto followers were confused by an Ondrej Kase Instagram post 
where he thanked Maple Leafs fans, taking it as an indication that he 
might be leaving. That’s premature, I think there are talks underway, but 
it’s not wrong to think the team would be spooked by an arbitration award 
in a tight cap situation. 

Others to watch include: Ethan Bear (Carolina), Denis Gurianov (Dallas), 
Kasperi Kapanen (Pittsburgh), Dylan Strome (Chicago), Miles Wood and 
Pavel Zacha (New Jersey). It’s not to say all of these players are 
guaranteed to hit the market. It’s more like, teams are watching to see 
what decisions are made.  

13. There’s no doubt Toronto’s Rasmus Sandin is getting a qualifying 
offer, but what’s less certain is how things will play out for him. He was 
going very well until injured late in the season, and couldn’t get back into 
the lineup once healthy during the playoffs. The Maple Leafs were very 
happy with Jake Muzzin’s post-season performance, leading to a left-side 
logjam with Muzzin, Sandin, Morgan Rielly, Mark Giordano and TJ Brodie 
(who prefers his weakside). Toronto’s cap situation doesn’t afford Sandin 
contract room. Good player and the team knows it, but the numbers 
make everything a tight puzzle.  

As for Jack Campbell, the last I’d heard is there hadn’t been any contract 
conversations for months and anything that was discussed — I’d heard 
the two sides were far apart — was, in the words of one source, “no 
longer relevant.” All his agent, Kurt Overhardt, would say is “there’s been 
no material contract conversation” since the end of the season. 

14. As Carolina fell in Game 7 of its series with the Rangers, Jordan 
Martinook played 7:14 of the third period. That’s more than any forward 
not named Sebastian Aho (7:23). You could see (and hear) the 
disappointment from Rod Brind’Amour, as no one wears their heart on 
their sleeve more than he does. The Hurricanes conducted exit 
interviews over the past two days, with the most interesting comments 
coming from Martin Necas. The talented forward admitted he took a “step 
back” this season, losing his confidence. “It was a tough season for me 
and I have to learn from it.” 

No play embodied it more than a glorious look he got from the high slot in 
the first period of Game 7, but he passed to a surprised Andrei 
Svechnikov, smiting the opportunity. Necas said he’d like to move back 
to centre. “Me and Roddy gotta trust each other a little more.” You know 
how this league works. People will hear that and ask what Carolina’s 
thinking. Necas is a restricted free agent, and word is the ask (and I don’t 
have exact timing) was a little too rich for how the Hurricanes saw things. 
We will see where this goes, but it’s not like Carolina to sell low. Necas is 
only 23.  

15. New Jersey is going to be fascinating the next few weeks. Number 
two pick in play, making a list of players they would consider trading for it. 
One guarantee is if they do move it, it’s for talent with a lot of team 
control. Same with Ottawa at seventh overall. 

16. Strange things happen, but I don’t think anyone’s expecting David 
Perron to hit the free-agent market. 

17. The Flames don’t want any Andrew Mangiapane slander — that he’s 
not as valuable to them as Johnny Gaudreau or Matthew Tkachuk. But 
they do recognize the salary slot will be lower than those two, which is 
why negotiations start with the first-line wingers. Once Calgary knows 
their landscape, they’ll know what else can (or needs) to be done. 
Gaudreau wanted no talks during the season and kept to that promise. 
There were minimal (if any) conversations. When they start talking very 
soon, it will be a completely new discussion. Don’t think the Flames will 
come tiptoeing into those negotiations, either. No time.  

18. Mark Stone on brother Michael: “I was proud to see him show 
everyone he’s an NHL regular.”  

19. The question came during a telephone call last Friday: “Did you hear 
who scored a game-winning goal with five seconds left the other night? 
James Neal.” Neal’s goal at 19:55 of the third period gave AHL 
Springfield a 4-3 victory over Charlotte in Game 2 of their Atlantic 
Division Final, a series the Thunderbirds would sweep in three games. 
Neal made St. Louis after coming to camp on a tryout, played 17 games 
before being put on waivers, then two more before being sent down. 
Injuries and time on the COVID list derailed his season, as Logan Brown, 
Dakota Joshua, Alexei Toropchenko and Nathan Walker passed him on 
the depth chart. He was dispatched to Springfield on Jan. 26. “I 
remember walking around the dressing room that day, thinking, ‘I’m 
done,’” he said Wednesday. 

20. Years ago, I did a story on Wade Redden when he was sent by the 
Rangers to AHL Hartford. He thought about retiring, but longtime friend 
Curtis Leschyshyn told him to go because “you can’t retire angry at 
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hockey, you’ve given your whole life to it.” Redden agreed and re-
discovered his joy. 

Neal said that several of his Blues teammates — mentioning Ryan 
O’Reilly, Brayden Schenn, Perron and Robert Bortuzzo — told him to go 
to Springfield for that reason. “They said, ‘You’ll be back in a month.’ It 
didn’t happen, but I appreciate what they said and they were right to tell 
me to go.” Neal scored twice in his first game, finishing with 14 goals and 
26 points in 28 games. He’s got five points in five playoff games. Most 
importantly, he’s in a great headspace. “I got to play on top lines once 
again, and it felt great to score. The AHL schedule,” he said with a laugh, 
“three games in three days, you’re on the bus to the rink, stay for five 
hours to play a game, then back on the bus…but when you’re feeling 
good about yourself, you really enjoy that grind. Now, the best thing 
about scoring goals (like last week’s winner) is you feel great about doing 
it for this group of players. I really want to help them win.” 

The Thunderbirds are in the Eastern Conference Final against Laval. Will 
you be back next season? “Yes, that’s my plan. It’s going to be a short 
summer, we could play until end of June. But this has been great for me, 
I love it again and I want to play next year.”  

21. Longtime NHLers who go to the AHL have legendary stories of being 
challenged or chirped. “It didn’t happen right away,” Neal laughed, “but a 
few games in, one guy on the bench asked me if my tape job was from 
2008. I said, ‘Yeah, because I was in the NHL in 2008 and that’s the way 
we taped our sticks.’” 

22. It was pointed out to me that Dominik Zrim’s name is no longer on the 
Chicago Blackhawks website. Zrim, the co-founder of CapFriendly 
(essential to any reporter covering the sport), joined the organization in 
May 2021 as manager of hockey strategy. Basically, he assisted with the 
cap, contracts and in formulating strategy. It’s believed he resigned 
shortly after the Feb. 2 town hall. Reached this week, Zrim wouldn’t say 
anything negative about the Blackhawks: “I left amicably and enjoyed 
being there.” He’s back with the website and consulting for a few teams. 

23. From friend of the blog Michael Leboff: the over/under for Game 2 of 
the Western Conference Final is 7.5. If it stays there, it will be the first 
playoff game above seven since at least 2005-06.  

24. The most points in one playoff year during the salary cap era is 
Evgeni Malkin’s 36 in 2009. Connor McDavid is at 29, Leon Draisaitl 28. 
Only two players — Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux — have ever 
reached 40. 

25. McDavid is averaging 22:28 ice time per game. There’s no doubt he 
can handle it, none at all. It may not mean anything, but no team has won 
a Stanley Cup since 2012 with a forward playing 22 minutes per game. 
That was Anze Kopitar at 22:03. Others who have done it are Carolina’s 
Rod Brind’Amour (23:52) in 2006; Tampa Bay’s Brad Richards (23:28) 
and Martin St. Louis (22:52) in 2004; Detroit’s Sergei Fedorov (22:20) in 
2002; Dallas’s Mike Modano (24:40, what a number) in 1999; and 
Detroit’s Steve Yzerman (22:41) in 1998.  

26. One of the great things about the Colorado/Edmonton matchup is 
that Woodcroft and Jared Bednar are completely unafraid to match 
McDavid and Cale Makar against each other. Doesn’t matter who is at 
home. The two teams have played four times this season. Head-to-head 
at five-on-five, they’ve played 8:10, 8:37, 8:57 and 14:16(!) in Game 1 
(credit: Natural Stat Trick). The first two games were pretty even, 
McDavid had an edge the third time and the series opener went to 
Makar. Can’t wait to see more of this. 

27. In Game 6 against St. Louis, Darren Helm went eight minutes without 
a shift late in the third period. Bednar then called on him three times in 
the last five minutes, culminating in the series winner with six seconds to 
go. On the ensuing faceoff, Darcy Kuemper smartly refused to freeze the 
puck when the Blues shot it at him — knowing they were trying to give 
O’Reilly one final chance to set up a scoring chance off an offensive-
zone draw. 

28. How good were the Rangers in Game 1 against Tampa Bay? The 
great Corey Sznajder (@ShutdownLine on Twitter) pointed out that 
Florida had two cross-seam passes against the Lightning at five-on-five 
all series. Toronto had seven. The Rangers got one on their first shot, 
and had seven for the game. That’s crazy, and as much a credit to New 
York as a display of rare Lightning sloppiness.  

29. An odd thing about Game 1: Tampa captain Steven Stamkos was 
late to the bench in both the first and second period. He actually walked 
through the crowd to get there from the Zamboni entrance. You can do 
that at Madison Square Garden, although it’s both funny and strange to 
see nowadays. Back in the rinkside reporting days, one of the Olsen 
twins always sat at the glass…right in front of where Stamkos would 
have walked by. 

30. Stamkos on Andrei Vasilevskiy: “It’s like Mariano Rivera in his prime. 
It was just automatic. That’s kind of the feel we have. If we’ve lost a 
game in the playoffs, the next one, it’s like, ‘Okay, (he’s) got us, let’s go 
out and do our part.’ Clinching game? ‘We just need one goal.’” You 
know Vasilevskiy will be on a mission in Game 2. 

31. Per Ron MacLean, this is the first Final Four since 1980 where every 
team has a number-one pick on its roster. Colorado and Edmonton have 
two: Erik Johnson (2006, by St. Louis) and Nathan MacKinnon (2013) for 
the Avalanche; Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (2011) and Connor McDavid 
(2015) for the Oilers. The Rangers have Alexis Lafreniere (2020) and 
Tampa, Steven Stamkos (2008). Forty-two years ago, it was Gilbert 
Perreault (1970, Buffalo); Denis Potvin (1973, Islanders); Mel Bridgman 
(1975, Philadelphia); and Bobby Smith (1978, Minnesota).  

32. Wanted to recommend Tinderbox: HBO’s Ruthless Pursuit of New 
Frontiers. It’s the oral history of the network, written by James Andrew 
Miller. This is not a light read, at almost 1,000 pages. But it’s excellent, 
and gave me a lot to think about. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.03.2022 

1246819 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Kennedy calls on Hockey Canada to release report on alleged 
sexual abuse incident 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Former NHL player and abuse survivor Sheldon Kennedy says Hockey 
Canada should publicly disclose the findings of its investigation into 
allegations that eight Canadian Hockey League players, including 
members of Canada’s 2017-18 World Junior team, sexually assaulted a 
woman in a London, Ont., hotel. 

Kennedy was speaking in response to TSN’s reporting last week that a 
settlement had been reached in a lawsuit filed in April by a woman 
referred to in court documents as “E.M.” against Hockey Canada, the 
CHL and eight players who allegedly assaulted her. 

The woman alleged that she was abused for hours in a London hotel by 
the players after a Hockey Canada gala event in June of 2018. The 
players were not identified in court documents and the allegations were 
never proven. 

Hockey Canada spokeswoman Esther Madziya wrote in a statement to 
TSN that after becoming aware of the allegations in 2018, the 
organization contacted London police and hired Toronto law firm Henein 
Hutchison LLP to conduct an independent investigation and make 
recommendations to Hockey Canada on areas for improvement. 
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"My question is why does Hockey Canada feel this is not important for 
the public to know?” Kennedy said in an interview with TSN on Tuesday. 

“These players who were allegedly involved, John Does 1 to 8, were at 
the Hockey Canada awards gala. These are the young men who are the 
elite of the elite. In today's world, how is it that not one of those eight 
players had the courage or the care or the clarity to stand up and say, 
‘No. This is not happening.’ Even if some of them did not participate, they 
were bystanders. Why didn't anyone say anything? There was this fear to 
stand up and say, ‘We better not do this, guys.’” 

Madziya declined to comment on Kennedy’s call for disclosure. 

"Covering it up, burying it, and saying, ‘No comment’ when people ask 
about this is not the way to handle this,” Kennedy said. “You would think 
we have learned this by now.” 

Kennedy, 52, now heads up Respect Group, an organization dedicated 
to ending abuse, harassment, bullying and discrimination. The 
organization formed a partnership with the NHL in December 2021 to 
train players and team staff on how to prevent abuse and how to respond 
to such incidents. 

Kennedy revealed in 1996 that he had been repeatedly sexually abused 
by coach Graham James while playing in the Western Hockey League 
during the 1980s. 

His story prompted Hockey Canada to introduce new rules requiring 
coaches in top junior hockey programs to undergo background checks 
and to establish a toll-free hotline where players could report sex abuse. 

“I remember back when my story broke, the advice organizations 
received about how to deal with sexual assault and child abuse cases 
was egregious,” Kennedy said. “They were told, ‘Don’t say anything. It’s 
going to go away.’ That’s no longer acceptable. Being open and 
transparent is critical. We need to make sure everyone involved who was 
hurt is safe and there needs to be accountability.” 

Henein Hutchison’s investigation findings and recommendations should 
be made public, Kennedy said. 

“Hockey Canada commissioned a report to find out what happened, and 
in my world, a report is something meant to educate so you can learn 
from it moving forward,” he said. “The Chicago Blackhawks were 
transparent with their report on Kyle Beach, even though they kept his 
name anonymous at the time. That was a bold and important step and 
releasing the report was the right move. We have to learn from this stuff. 
I think the Hockey Canada report on these alleged assaults should be 
public so all of Canada’s sports organizations, not just hockey ones, can 
learn from it and understand why these incidents happen.” 

Hours after TSN reported on the lawsuit’s settlement, the NHL said in a 
statement that it would conduct its own investigation of the allegations. 

Two people familiar with the matter said that because many players on 
the 2017-18 Canadian World Juniors team had already signed NHL 
contracts by June of 2018, an NHL investigation would need to follow the 
rules of the league’s collective bargaining agreement. 

According to Section 18-A of the CBA, which outlines how the NHL may 
investigate and penalize players for allegations of off-ice misconduct, the 
NHL’s commissioner may expel or suspend a player for a definite or 
indefinite period and can also cancel a player’s contract with a club. 

If the NHL does pursue an investigation, the CBA says the league must 
notify the NHL Players’ Association immediately. An NHLPA spokesman 
declined to comment. 

There is no formal language in the CBA that requires players to agree to 
be interviewed by an NHL investigator, or to produce any existing text 
messages, videos, or other potential evidence. 

The CBA also says that the NHL cannot suspend a player without a 
hearing. 
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