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Is answer to Hurricanes’ need for more offense already on the roster? Who could it be? 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes might be looking to add a scoring 
forward before next season, someone who can produce, say, 
25 or more goals, be a finisher and put some pop in the 
lineup. 

It could come from a trade. It could come in free agency. 

But what if that player already is on the roster? 

Martin Necas is a likable guy with an agreeable demeanor. 
That’s off the ice. On it, Necas’ critics say he’s not mean 
enough, a player with tons of speed and skill but one 
unwilling to do the dirty work in tough places. 

When the 2021-22 season began, many believed Necas 
might have a breakout year. He was entering his third full 
NHL season and in the third year of his entry-level contract. 
He had scored 14 goals and had 41 points in 53 games in 
the condensed 2020-21 season, and something like a 60-
point year with 20-plus goals seemed attainable for the 
Czechia native. 

Didn’t happen. 

“For me personally, it was like a step back from the last 
season,” Necas said this week. 

Necas had 14 goals and 40 points in 78 games, and 
probably got as much attention for playing a golf round with 
singer Harry Styles before the season as he did for his play 
during the season. Including the 14 playoff games, he scored 
once in his last 30 games — the regular-season finale 
against New Jersey. 

Necas had five assists in the playoffs as the Canes fell in the 
second round to the New York Rangers, and was so 
ineffective at times there was speculation he might be 
scratched. 

“Obviously it was a disappointing season for me,” Necas 
said. “I just couldn’t get into it. I’ve got to help the team more, 
got to produce way more. That’s what everyone kind of 
expects from me, and I didn’t do it.” 

Why? It would be easy to say Necas strained under the 
pressure of playing for a new contract. 

“I was trying my best but sometimes it’s not going your way,” 
he said. “And then confidence is a big thing in hockey. I don’t 
know. Maybe it was too much in my head. I was thinking 
‘You’ve got to get on the scoresheet’ and it wasn’t happening 
much. 

“It was a tough season but next year is a new year and I’m 
going to have a great summer and get ready for that.” 

Preparation is one thing. A restricted free agent, Necas and 
the team must also come to terms on a contract. 

“I would love to stay,” Necas said. “We’ve got to figure 
everything out this summer. I hope it will end good for both 
ways and I’ll be here next year.” 

Left unsaid: if the two sides can’t figure it out, Necas could 
be somewhere else next season. 

The Canes made Necas the 12th pick of the 2017 NHL draft, 
bringing in the slender forward who could be blur on the ice 
and had some slick moves and sick hands. 

After making his NHL debut with the Canes in 2017-18, he 
was sent back home to the Czech Extraliga. He played 
seven games with Carolina the next season and was 
assigned to the Charlotte Checkers, then the Canes’ 
American Hockey League affiliate. 

Drafted as a center, he played the wing in Charlotte. He also 
was a part of a championship team when the Checkers won 
the 2019 Calder Cup. 

Necas never hit a good stride this season. He played right 
wing on different lines. His minutes varied. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour used him on the power play, and at times as a 
penalty killer, but at other times kept him on the bench. 

“Me and Roddy, we’ve got to trust each other a little more,” 
Necas said. “I’ve got to show him I can play in those minutes 
when it really matters, and that’s what I would like to play. 

“It was tough. I was going in the lineup like up and down. I 
had my chances but it was hard for me to get going.” 

Necas’ media interview Thursday came soon after his one-
on-one meeting with Brind’Amour, which included a 
discussion about possibly playing center, and his “trust” 
comment quickly caught Brind’Amour’s attention when it was 
mentioned later Thursday. 

“It’s good he got the message,” Brind’Amour said. “When you 
go back to the year you’re always expecting to get better and 
we expected better things from him and it didn’t happen for 
him, for whatever reason. It’s on me and my job to get him to 
play to his best and he didn’t. So I’ve got to figure that out, 
but he knows he’s got to be better.”
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What should NHL prospect interviews look like? Plus, where do the Hurricanes go from 
here? 

By Eric Duhatschek 

NHL No. 1 draft choices were in the news this past week 
because so many of them were involved in the conference 
finals. 

You had players ranging from Colorado’s Erik Johnson back 
in 2006 and Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos in 2008 to the 
Rangers’ Alexis Lafreniere (2020). 

And of course, a few other prominent contributors in 
between: Connor McDavid (2015), Nathan MacKinnon 
(2013), Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (2011). For that matter, if you 
want to get really particular, you can talk about the players 
who went No. 2 — such as Victor Hedman (2009) — that 
maybe should have gone No. 1. In some ways, the 
Colorado-Edmonton series is a chance to reassess the 2011 
draft, where Nugent-Hopkins went first, the Avalanche’s 
Gabriel Landeskog went second, the Panthers’ Jonathan 
Huberdeau went third and the Rangers’ Mika Zibanejad went 
sixth (to the Ottawa Senators originally). Re-ranking that 
draft class would be a fascinating exercise. 

But one thing that’s changed over the years is how NHL 
teams make fewer mistakes than they once did when it 
comes to the high end of the draft. Every once in a while, 
they get a Nail Yakupov completely wrong — but even when 
they do, it’s generally from a draft class that doesn’t 
distinguish itself overall. If Edmonton had gone with their 
other choice, Ryan Murray, would it have made a substantial 
difference to their fortunes? Hard to say. Maybe in another 
universe, Murray stays healthy and his career arc is different. 
Right now, he’s a depth piece for Colorado. 

Coincidentally, it’s also the week the NHL scouting combine 
is taking place in Buffalo, another sign that things are slowly 
turning to normal. After two consecutive cancellations 
because of the pandemic, there were 85 players going 
through fitness testing and interviews over a six-day period. 

Increasingly, the combine has taken on a greater importance 
in the scouting world; it’s kind of a one-stop shopping 
opportunity for teams, and especially teams with multiple 
first-round picks. Not only do they get to assess the physical 
skills of a player, but it’s also a chance to meet them face-to-
face and get a sense of their personalities. 

More and more, teams are finding that matters. It’s that old 
saying: You never get a second chance to make a good first 
impression. 

I’ve been asking a few NHL executives what they wanted to 
hear from the prospects in these interviews and they said it’s 
getting more difficult to get a true read on the players 
because a lot of them are getting coached by their advisors 
and agents in terms of how to answer the anticipated 
questions. 

Sometimes, that’s why teams try to throw a curveball at a 
prospect — just to see how he might react to a question he 
wasn’t expecting. 

But overall, they want to leave the interview with a sense that 
the player is confident, not cocky, and ultimately concerned 
more about winning and the team, as opposed to individual 
goals. Also, they’d prefer if they understood that no matter 
how talented or successful they were in junior, college or 
playing for a team in Europe, the next step — to the NHL — 
is challenging, even for the most precocious of talents. 

If I were writing the script for a prospect, it would go 
something like this: “It’d be an honor to go in the first round, 
or first overall, but in the end, it doesn’t matter if you go first, 
second, 10th, or 56th, it’s what you do next that really counts. 
The draft is only a beginning — not an end in itself, a first 
step. As a player, I know the hardest part of the journey is 
just starting. Some reporter is going to ask me if I expect to 
make the jump to the NHL right away and the answer is, 
ideally, of course, I’d like to make the team out of training 
camp. But I also know if I don’t, and I probably won’t, I can 
accept that as an honest evaluation of where I stand today, 
vis-a-vis my current age and physical maturity. In short, I will 
trust the team to make the right decision, knowing they have 
my best interests at heart. How do I know that? It’s because, 
at this point, we’ve formed a partnership. They’ve invested 
important draft capital in me, so I know they don’t want me to 
fail. I know it’s in their best interests that I succeed. And 
since that’s my goal as well, together, let’s make it happen.” 

Because the one thing draft history teaches you is that some 
high picks become stars, some become good players, and 
some fizzle out. You just need to look at this year’s rookie 
crop, where you ran a genuine gamut of Calder Trophy 
contenders. There were the late bloomers (such as Tanner 
Jeannot or Michael Bunting), the top-10 picks (Trevor 
Zegras, Moritz Seider, Lucas Raymond) and the players that 
fell out of the top 10, but look like shrewd choices now 
(Anton Lundell, Dawson Mercer, Matt Boldy, Peyton Krebs). 
Then there are a whole lot of players, sprinkled in between, 
that are still trying to sort it out and find their way to the NHL. 
Some will take longer than others and more than a few 
highly-anticipated and greatly-heralded young players won’t 
get there at all. 

So, on to the combine, which can be a grueling exercise for 
teams but mostly for the prospects, who are shuttling from 
one interview to the next and trying to put their best foot 
forward. 

“I’m not a big fan of these 20-minute group interviews,” 
explained a long-time NHL executive. “I don’t think it’s fair to 
the players. They walk in and there are seven guys all 
throwing a couple of questions at them. I think it’s a lot better 
to meet them one-on-one away from the rink, and just talk. I 
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believe in the two-hour type of conversation, over dinner, so 
there’s a longer time frame and a more relaxed atmosphere. 
You find out their personalities a lot easier by just spending 
time with them and their interests. 

“Because nowadays, they are so well-briefed. They know the 
set questions that they’ll be asked and so usually they 
prepare set answers. If they come up with the same cookie-
cutter answers, do you really learn anything from them?” 

Having said that, however, he added one interesting 
counterpoint: 

“The one thing I’m really surprised about is, why doesn’t 
every team talk to every player? Because this is the one time 
you are free to talk to every player that’s out there. Once 
they become another team’s property, that option isn’t there 
anymore. So just because you’re drafting 28th doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t talk to someone who’s going to go in the top 
10. Because you never know what’s going to happen. Maybe 
you trade up in the draft. Maybe a player slips down and is 
available at a point where you thought he might be off the 
board. Then what? 

“If your GM asks you about a guy and your answer is, ‘well, 
we didn’t really watch him that closely,’ that’s not a good 
outcome. Why wouldn’t you do a full-scale interview with 
every good player in the draft when you can? Because seven 
years from now they might be free agents, or you might get 
an opportunity to trade for them, or maybe you’re just buying 
them a free dinner. But I’m always surprised when a team 
says, ‘well, we don’t know much about this guy.’ That’s the 
thing about interviews that’s always baffled me. If the answer 
is, ‘we just didn’t bother,’ then the question is why? Why 
didn’t you? Why wouldn’t you want a face to face? And you 
can learn a lot about a player if they won’t want to talk to you. 
I’ve had players over the years who’ve said, ‘oh, you guys 
are picking 17th, I’ll be long gone by then.’ Well, you learn a 
lot from that answer, too. 

“The other thing is, if you talked to a draft-eligible player in 
October by taking them out to dinner, then it’s a lot easier to 
talk to them throughout the year, after games, because they 
know who you are. You could learn their personalities over 
the course of a whole year, instead of in just a 15-minute 
snippet during combine week, when they’re tired and they’re 
talked to 15 teams and now they’re just bored with the whole 
thing.” 

Talking to players, by the way, is allowed under the rules. 
The Arizona Coyotes were penalized a 2020 second-rounder 
and a 2021 first-rounder for illegally testing draft-eligible 
players in 2019-20 outside of the combine. That’s what made 
their actions verboten. 

Within those informal chats, what information do teams 
genuinely want to glean? 

“For me,” answered the executive, “it starts with a respect for 
the game. What are they saying about their teammates? Are 
they hockey fans? Do they know anything about the history 
of the game? 

“When they eventually get to the NHL and you start to see 
them in the NHL locker room, the really elite guys were all 
really respectful of the whole game. They didn’t just walk into 
the Edmonton locker room or the Pittsburgh locker room and 

assume they knew everything and that they were the guys. 
There is something about acting like a pro and respecting 
your peers and respecting the game. 

“The problem we’ve got right now is — and it’s not really the 
players’ fault — but they are put on a pedestal at such a 
young age, and if enough people tell you from the time you 
are 16 on that you are the best, it’s hard not to start believing 
that or that you have all the answers. 

“I’ve always used someone like Matt Cullen as an example. 
They’re the greatest guys in the world when you meet them 
at 17, and no matter how much success they may have, their 
personalities never change, and everybody you ever talk to 
that had Matt Cullen on their team — whether it was a coach 
or a teammate – everybody says nothing but nice things 
about him. You couldn’t find anybody in any city where Matt 
Cullen played that had a negative thing to say about him. He 
was like that at the start of his career, and he was like that at 
the end of his career.” 

Only 21 players in NHL history have ever played more than 
1,500 regular-season games. 

Instructively, Cullen was one. 

“Maybe it’s because of social media today, where things 
have changed,” said the executive. “But I always thought you 
could watch a guy in your rookie camp or at a conditioning 
camp, and you could already see the special types of 
personalities emerge. These are players that respect where 
they are and don’t believe that something should be given to 
them. They’re honored to be there, instead of what 
sometimes happens now, where if a player shows up, 
sometimes they make you think you should be honored that 
they came.” 

If there is a single overriding continuous storyline to these 
playoffs, it’s the number of teams that have had to fall back 
on their second and third choices in goal and then try to 
survive. The latest injury happened this week in Colorado, 
when Darcy Kuemper went down and the Avalanche had to 
turn to Pavel Francouz, who then proceeded to shut out the 
Edmonton Oilers and give his team a 2-0 lead in the Western 
Conference final. We saw this unfold earlier in the playoffs — 
Louis Domingue was good for Pittsburgh early, but faltered 
as the series against the New York Rangers went along. 

Carolina had tremendous success in the regular season, with 
the combination of Freddie Andersen as the starter and Antti 
Raanta as the backup, and won the Jennings Trophy for the 
lowest overall goals-against average. The Hurricanes 
completely remade their goaltending tandem last offseason, 
knowing both Andersen and Raanta had durability issues, 
which is partly why each only got a two-year deal. 
Presumably, the Hurricanes hoped that if one went down, it 
would only be a short-term absence and the other would help 
them muddle through in the meantime. Which is what 
happened — until both went down, and they had to turn to 
Pyotr Kochetkov in the end. Kochetkov looks as if he could 
be their goalie of the future, but there was a deer-in-the-
headlights quality to his play in the elimination game. 

For Carolina, that’s a difficult way for a season that started 
with so much promise to end. It also makes advance 
planning so difficult because you can anticipate some of the 
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ebbs and flows of a season, but if the goalies start to fall and 
especially if you’re a team that relies heavily on a single 
dominant starter, there isn’t a lot you can do. 

Once in a great while, an unknown comes off the bench and 
stars momentarily, because they handle the pressure in the 
short term. But eventually, teams get a book of them, and 
they usually get exposed eventually. 

It’s why just about every general manager of every winning 
team will acknowledge that at some point, you need a little 
luck on the way. Luck of your own. Or maybe some bad luck 
on the other side. If Kuemper is out for any significant 
stretch, can the Avalanche go all the way, riding Francouz? 
We’ll see. 

Ultimately, three of the four regular-season division 
champions all fell in the second round — Florida, Calgary 
and Carolina — and those are probably the hardest 
deconstructs to undertake internally because, while you’re 
well aware that you didn’t win the big prize, you have the 
sense that you’re close and so now what? 

Push a few more chips in, hoping that a tweak and greater 
good fortune turn the tables the next year? Or do what 
Carolina did in the recent past and make bolder decisions? 
Whatever you might think of the Hurricanes’ operating 
philosophy, they get far more decisions right than they do 
wrong. 

Letting Dougie Hamilton walk because they didn’t want to 
ante up the dollars that New Jersey did to sign him as an 
unrestricted free agent (seven years, $63 million) turned out 
OK, especially since Tony DeAngelo — for all the off-ice 
baggage he carries — did virtually the same job of anchoring 
the power play, and did it at a fraction of the cost ($1 million 
on a one-year contract). 

Now, the Hurricanes have to decide at what price they are 
prepared to pay to retain DeAngelo, who was on a prove-it-
to-me kind of contract and returned 51 points in 64 games — 
tied for 15th in defensive scoring. For comparative purposes, 
Hamilton — in a year when he missed time recovering from a 
fractured jaw — had 30 points in 62 games for the Devils, 
tied for 60th in defensive points. DeAngelo averaged 0.80 
points per game; Hamilton 0.48, playing roughly the same 
number of games. 

DeAngelo is now a restricted free agent with arbitration 
rights, and thus is in line for a hefty raise. The Hurricanes 
have six pending unrestricted free agents of some 

consequence, though the priority will surely be to get Vincent 
Trocheck signed to a contract extension. 

Probably the most puzzling part of the Hurricanes’ second-
round exit was how their two key offensive contributors — 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov — had very ordinary 
postseasons and didn’t step up the way, say, the Rangers’ 
Zibanejad has. Both are long-term pieces for Carolina, 
though it is instructive to note that Aho is only two years 
away from UFA status. 

Yes, it may seem like only yesterday, but that controversial 
five-year, $42.295 million offer sheet Aho signed with the 
Montreal Canadiens happened three years ago already now. 
Aho is still just 24; Svechnikov is still just 22. The hope in 
Carolina is that maturity and just more time in the NHL get 
them to become more reliable and consistent contributors at 
crunch time. 

Some weeks ago, the maturing process of the high-end 
prospect — which is where this column started — was a 
topic I broached with Craig Simpson, former Oiler player and 
assistant coach and now part of the Hockey Night in Canada 
broadcast team alongside Chris Cuthbert. 

Simpson broke into the NHL with Pittsburgh in the Mario 
Lemieux era and had a chance to win the Stanley Cup in 
Edmonton with Mark Messier and the Oilers. We were talking 
specifically about how the Oilers’ McDavid and the Flames’ 
Johnny Gaudreau were both demonstrating more poise in 
every situation — on and off the ice — compared to the 
earlier, younger versions of themselves. 

“I think you’ve seen that with many players, as you watched 
them grow, even Sidney Crosby,” said Simpson. “It’s 
understanding not to let things overwhelm you. You think 
about when they’re at their best as players, it’s when they’re 
calm and in control. And you can tell when they’ve become a 
confident, mature person as opposed to a young kid that’s 
reacting to everything — and maybe overreacting to 
everything. I think you see that maturity, especially (in) these 
moments now, in the playoffs, when it becomes more 
important. You can see their ability to process things so 
much easier and quicker. 

“I love watching the progression of great players. They just 
keep finding ways of getting better every year. The kid at 18, 
19 or 20 is just such a different player at 25, 26 and 27. It’s 
noticeable, and it’s fun to see.”
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Stay or Go: UFA Edition 

The Hurricanes have a long list of pending UFAs. Which of 
them should be brought back? 

By AlexOhari 

After a fantastic regular season for the Hurricanes that came 
to a disappointing end in the playoffs, there’s sure to be 
changes that will sweep through the Canes’ opening night 
group for next season. That’s the unfortunate reality of 
hockey as a business, and when a team is unable to meet 
(albeit lofty) expectations, the next steps involve making the 
necessary tweaks to put the team in the best position to win. 

For the Canes’ brass, they now head into a summer full of 
uncertainty. The one certain is the team’s commitment to win 
— their main core is still young and under contract, and they 
have one of the best head coaches in the sport. Their 
contender status remains, and the window is still open. 

What’s uncertain though is the future of the surrounding 
pieces on the roster. From the team’s playoff roster, they 
have 10 players set to become unrestricted free agents on 
July 1. Price tags & the fits moving forward are the key 
elements of the decisions in whether the Canes should bring 
back these individuals or not, or if they’d be better off 
spending the money elsewhere. Sadly, emotional attachment 
takes the backseat here. 

We’ll start with the six unrestricted free agents on the NHL 
roster, because these players are the immediate pressing 
concern. Should the Hurricanes not re-sign these following 
individuals by July 1, they’ll be free to head out to the open 
market and sign wherever they please. The clock is ticking, 
so let’s get started. 

Nino Niederreiter: For me, Niederreiter should be priority #1 
for the Canes right now. He brings a consistent hard-nosed, 
grinding style that the winger group would severely lack 
without him. He’s got the size, tenacity and scoring touch 
that you covet. The lone reservation I have with the player is 
that he’ll turn 30 in September, so you have to wonder how 
many more years you reasonably expect him to be effective 
with his style of play. I would confidently say 3 or 4, but 
anything beyond that is wishful. The $5.25M AAV he’s 
making now is mostly on par for his offensive output, so if the 
team can get him on a 3-5 year deal in the $5M range, I’d 
think it should be a no-brainer for both sides. 

Stay or Go: Stay 

Vincent Trocheck: Trocheck has been a good soldier for the 
Canes since his arrival from the Panthers in 2020, but it feels 
like this is where his chapter ends. The eight-year contract 
extension for Jesperi Kotkaniemi felt like the writing on the 
wall. The reality is, Trocheck is a 5-foot-10 centerman who 
plays bigger than that, and has some injury history. At age 
29, I can’t see the Canes committing 6-8 year term here, all 

things considered. For Troch, this summer will probably be 
his last opportunity to cash-in, and he’s set to be one of the 
top centers on the FA market. Pun intended, my guess is he 
heads for greener pastures. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Ian Cole: I was initially a big fan of the Cole addition, as I felt 
his experience and physical, stay-at-home style would really 
benefit the group. And while he provided that in spurts, it was 
far too inconsistent. My lasting impression of his tenure was 
his lack of discipline, and his burning desire to take bad-
timed, ill-advised penalties. He also just…didn’t play very 
physically in the playoffs. I don’t know. For me, he was 
generally kind of underwhelming, and I think the Canes 
would be better off spending his $2.9M cap hit elsewhere. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Max Domi: In Domi’s case, it only took me about 20 games 
to come to a conclusion on the player. I tweeted the following 
about him during Game 6 against Boston:  

“He buzzes around a lot and can really be dynamic when 
he’s going. But so inconsistent, and disappears for multiple 
games at a time. Never know which version you’re gonna 
get.” 

Well, we know what version of him we got in that Game 7 vs 
Boston. Sadly, we got the invisible version for the vast 
majority of Rangers series — as his contributions were 
absent for most of it. Virtually zero impact, and he’ll likely be 
remembered as a one-game wonder. It’s a shame, because 
he can be really effective when he’s engaged. He’s an 
annoyance, energetic and a great passer, but just totally 
unreliable. I suppose you could do worse than bring him 
back on a cheap one-year deal to play in the bottom-six and 
see if another year in the system helps him, but I wouldn’t 
bet on it. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Brendan Smith: Smith played his role effectively and offered 
basically exactly what was expected of him, nothing more 
and nothing less. He brought some needed physicality at 
times, and has the heart of a warrior out there. But based 
entirely on the on-ice performance, I can’t make much of a 
case to re-sign him. He’s slow, his hockey skill is limited and 
the Canes have younger options like Jalen Chatfield, Joey 
Keane and Jesper Sellgren that should get the chance to 
take his minutes. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Derek Stepan: Stepan is a really weird case because based 
on how he played throughout the year, re-signing him on a 
similar one-year deal should be a no-brainer. But despite his 
success, he inexplicably spent quite a lot of time as a healthy 
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scratch, so I’m not sure how big his appetite would be to 
return. Honestly, I think he could find a consistent bottom-six 
role elsewhere — his veteran presence and versatility make 
him a strong candidate to help teams regardless of where 
they’re at in terms of development. I would unquestionably 
want him to stay, but I believe he’d be better off going 
elsewhere and could be a valued contributor to any group. 

Stay or Go: Go, for his own sake. 

AHL UFAs 

Andrew Poturalski: Originally signed as an undrafted free 
agent by the Hurricanes in 2016, Poturalski returned to the 
organization last summer and made his mark. He scored an 
astonishing 101 points for Chicago, leading the entire AHL in 
the process. Sadly, ripping up the AHL has only translated 
into 4 NHL games over his career, and it’s hard to envision 
him breaking through in Raleigh at age 28. That said, a 
bottom-end team like Arizona would be wise to give him an 
extended look and see what he can do with real NHL 
minutes. He has talent and deserves a chance, but I don’t 
think there’s a future for him here. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Stefan Noesen: Noesen had an unbelievable year in 
Chicago, scoring 48 goals in 70 games and putting up 85 
points. Fortunately, the Canes were rather healthy for a 
majority of the season, so Noesen played just 2 games in the 
NHL. As a former Senator, he’s a guy I’ve liked a lot over the 
years and plays a style that’s suitable for an NHL fourth line. 
With 207 NHL games under his belt and coming off a 
phenomenal season at age 29, my guess is he’ll look for a 
route back into the NHL this offseason. He’d be great depth, 
but guess is that his clearest path to the NHL won’t be in 
Carolina, so I’ll assume he takes a stab at free agency. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Josh Leivo: A veteran of 214 NHL games, Leivo is in a 
similar boat to Noesen. He had a good year in the AHL and 
is also 29, so he’ll likely look for a way back in the NHL. If he 
can’t find that opportunity, it makes sense to bring him back 
as an AHL leader and depth option. But for his sake, I hope 
he gets a shot elsewhere. 

Stay or Go: Go 

Spencer Smallman: A 2015 fifth-round pick, Smallman has 
become a veteran in the Canes organization. He’s spent the 

last four years split between the AHL and ECHL level. This 
season in Chicago, he set AHL career highs in games played 
(67), goals (10), assists (17) and points (27). It was a 
breakout year of sorts for the player, who’s dealt with a lot of 
injuries and unfortunate luck. I don’t think he’ll ever be an 
NHL regular, but he’s good depth, a nice piece to have in the 
AHL and is a long-time member of the organization. If he 
wants to return, my guess is that he will. 

Stay or Go: Stay 

CJ Smith: Smith is a really good AHL player at age 27. He 
scored 24 goals and 58 points in 60 games for Chicago, and 
even got into a single game with the Hurricanes. While I 
don’t think he’s much more than a talented AHL guy, there’s 
value in bringing him back. He’s experienced, he’s a key 
player for Chicago and he has 15 NHL games under his belt. 
On a two-way deal, you can do much worse. I would strongly 
consider bringing him back. 

Stay or Go: Stay 

Sam Miletic: Down in Chicago, Miletic had 14 points in 45 
games in a bottom-six role before a shoulder injury that 
required surgery ended his season. He’s 25, an AHL depth 
player and now he’s got question marks surrounding his 
health. I could potentially see him returning to the Wolves on 
an AHL deal for next year, but there’s no reason for the 
Canes to sign him to another two-way deal. 

Stay or Go: Wolves decision 

Alex Lyon: Lyon had a good season for Chicago and he did a 
great job for the Hurricanes in his two starts with the team. 
But with Pyotr Kochetkov in the mix now and Eetu Mäkinemi 
returning healthy next year, you don’t want a guy like Lyon 
taking valuable ice time away from those kids. Jack 
LaFontaine could still be around as well. With all the bodies 
expected to be competing, I think it’s likely that Lyon will be 
allowed to head elsewhere for next year. 

Stay or Go: Go 

That’s all for the UFAs - understandably, there’s a lot of 
tough decisions to be made for the Canes here over the next 
month. You might be thinking to yourself, “but what about the 
RFAs?”. Don’t worry, I’m working on a separate article 
profiling them (there’s quite a lot) and that’ll be out next 
week. As always, thanks for reading and let’s discuss in the 
comments.

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article262146767.html 
https://theathletic.com/3348745/2022/06/03/nhl-scouting-combine-prospect-interviews/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/3/23152807/stay-or-go-ufa-edition 
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This is my ninth year doing public sphere scouting, and you’re reading 
the sixth iteration of what has become one of my biggest passion projects 
of my job: an all-encompassing look at how and where I do my job 
(identifying and projecting talent forward). 

I wrote the first version of this in Future Considerations’ (now FC Hockey) 
2016 NHL Draft Guide, and it has evolved in the years since into 
something more at The Athletic, where it has gone through annual 
updates in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and now 2022. 

This guide to scouting is meant to be my manual for the work I do here 
on the evaluation side (which differs starkly from the work I do here on 
the storytelling side). It’s my opportunity to pull back the curtain for you, 
the reader. It’s also a chance for me to reflect on the work I’ve done in 
the preceding year, the way the game (and consequently scouting) is 
changing, my biases, areas that I need to emphasize and deemphasize, 
and the things that my process may be missing altogether. 

The goal is transparency. 

The outcome, I hope, is an annual primer for my final draft board which 
will give you, the reader, a better understanding of the why behind the 
choices I make in my rankings as you read through them. It should give 
you insight into the way I dissect the game and its players, while forcing 
me to map out and re-think it in an effort to avoid forming bad habits or 
falling into crutches. 

The sport and its best young players are changing quickly, and its 
evaluators ought to be doing the same. The way prospects are playing 
the game and the tools they need to succeed at its highest level have 
already changed significantly in the nine years since I began this work. 
Teams are now developing today’s young players with wider 
consideration given to sports science, individualistic planning, and an 
emerging world of prospect analytics and tracking. Lessons are being 
learned in real time. 

This season, as with the last couple, came with its own COVID-19 ripples 
too. While it feels like forever ago as things get back into a more typical 
cadence, the 2021-22 prospects calendar was still significantly impacted 
by the pandemic. Last summer, the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, which usually 
kickstarts a new draft year, was played without Canada. In the fall, so too 
was the World Junior A Challenge (again). When the Omicron variant 
began to spread in the early days of winter, it produced the cancellation 
of the 2022 world juniors (now set to pick back up in August in 
Edmonton) and halted some schedules one last time (including a two-
month pause in the QMJHL in December and January). 

The 2022 draft class is also the first in a series of upcoming age groups 
who’ve lost a pivotal year in their development (and that data that helps 
scouts understand them) to the pandemic — and sometimes more if they 
caught the virus and it impacted a second season when they had to sit 
out and/or recover from it. In the world’s top junior league, the OHL, 
prospects eligible for the 2022 draft were also playing their rookie 
seasons instead of their sophomore ones, creating a different set of 
criteria for which they had to be evaluated as both the 2004s and 2005s 
entered the league at the same time. 

All of this has challenged the way that scouts do their jobs — challenges 
which were compounded by travel, testing and quarantine restrictions in 
some countries for much of the season and then Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine (which has led to internal conversations about the merits of 
drafting Russian players due to the potential practical challenges of 
bringing them over). 

Thankfully, I was able to return to a mostly normal travel schedule 
personally, and made trips to Hockey Canada’s U18 and U20 camp in 
Calgary last summer, the Traverse City Prospect Tournament in 
September, the NTDP and the University of Michigan in November, 
Canada’s world junior selection camp back in Calgary in December, the 
world juniors in Edmonton (briefly), Gatineau and Ottawa in March, the 
Frozen Four in Boston and U18 World Championship in Germany in 
April, and just this weekend the combine in Buffalo (with a planned trip to 
the Memorial Cup in Saint John before this year wraps up at the draft in 
Montreal). 

Lessons learned from last year have made me better at my job. After 
spending last year watching almost all of my viewings online and having 
almost all of my conversations over the phone, I have developed a wider 
array of skills and industry contacts to lean upon when I’m not at the rink. 

I hope you find what follows is both honest and introspective. That’s what 
this — along with some of my other annual projects like my re-drafts (I’ll 
be doing a re-draft and look-back at my ranking for the 2019 NHL Draft 
this summer) and my players I was wrong about column (returning in the 
fall!) — is all about. 

I hope it can also function as a companion tool for you as you evaluate 
players and watch the game in your own way. When you open up my 
upcoming 2022 NHL Draft package (out Monday!), the rankings and 
evaluations inside it are the end product of hundreds of hours of work. 
They’re also built upon the foundation laid out in this project. It is 
designed to fill in the gaps and answer as many of your questions as I 
can about my philosophy. 

Context 

There is (or should be, at least) a lot more to player evaluation than what 
you see of a player on the ice. Because hockey’s not a static game that 
can be judged in isolation from one event to the next, it is increasingly 
important to contextualize all of the exterior factors at play on the ice (and 
off of it) that may impact the way a player operates and the results that 
he produces. Live and/or taped viewings are invaluable. So is data. 

And I can’t effectively blend what I see (all of those viewings) with what 
the data tells me (the raw production and the growing amount of publicly-
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available analytics) without understanding everything else that influences 
those outcomes. 

Peripheral influences are often overlooked when NHL fans pivot their 
focus to prospects ahead of each draft. In the NHL, you can look at the 
scoring race and quickly determine who the best players in the world are. 
Even as data and the casual fan’s understanding of the game grow 
exponentially at the NHL level, it only takes a couple of clicks on the 
NHL’s website before you have a pretty clear picture as to why Connor 
McDavid and Auston Matthews are the best players in the world these 
days. This is particularly true for forwards (we have learned in recent 
years that counting stats like points don’t have the same kind of value for 
defencemen, making them tougher to evaluate and project across all 
levels of the sport), where both the stats page and a night spent watching 
the Oilers and Leafs on TV tell even the most casual fan the same thing. 
You can do that with individual teams as well, where the best players are 
still usually the ones with all of the goals and assists. 

And while it’s true we can now use analytics to dig deeper on NHL 
players than ever before, available data gives the viewer a competitive 
advantage mostly in their understanding of good and bad depth players 
more than on the game’s true stars. The best players in the sport are, at 
least relatively speaking, agreed upon. Just about every top-50 ranking of 
NHL players probably includes the same 35-40 names, with evaluators 
differing more the further down the list they get. 

But that NHL game-view creates some serious pitfalls when you 
transport those biases and ways of thinking to the way you approach 
prospect evaluation. 

The assumption becomes that point-per-game Player X on Team Y in 
League Z is better (or will be) than 0.75 point-per-game Player A on 
Team B in League C. And that often isn’t the case. The parity that exists 
in the NHL doesn’t exist anywhere else in hockey. 

In junior hockey, a player’s production changes dramatically from line to 
line or team to team. Scouts have to ask themselves questions like: 

• If you’re 2022 prospects Matt Savoie, Conor Geekie and Mikey Milne, 
what were the benefits of playing on a high-powered Winnipeg Ice team, 
whether in opportunity, the quality of linemates, or the added exposure 
that comes with playing in an NHL city on a team full of players who are 
worth getting out to scout? The Winnipeg Ice scored 317 goals this 
season but the Medicine Hat Tigers scored just 154. That’s more than 
twice as many goals per game (4.7 to 2.3). What does that say about the 
team-leading (!) 29 points 2022 draft-eligible Oasiz Wiesblatt scored? 
And would he and Milne’s 81 points (third on the Ice) bridge closer 
together if they swapped places? 

• How different might the production of Djurgarden’s trio of top 2022 
prospects — Liam Ohgren, Jonathan Lekkerimaki and Noah Ostlund — 
have been had they played on a different three separate lines instead of 
together at the J20 level? 

Similar questions have to be asked each year of the players who play at 
the national development program, where there are only so many 
offensive-zone starts and power-play jobs to go around. How different 
would Ryan Chesley’s production look if he’d been the PP2 quarterback 
instead of Seamus Casey this year, and vice versa? 

All six Division I NCAA conferences aren’t created equal, either. The 
reality is that the AHA and the WCHA don’t produce the same kind of 
talents as, say, the Big Ten or Hockey East. 

Though all three of the SHL, KHL and Liiga now produce time-on-ice 
data and the excellent possession metrics that come with it, the same 
issues exist across Europe. You have to know that the staff in Frölunda 
are more reluctant to play their best young players than the staff in Rögle 
are (even though Rögle were the better — and best — regular season 
this year), just as you have to know that those kids in Djurgarden were 
more likely to get opportunities in the SHL this year than their peers with 
other clubs because the team was on a path to relegation into the 
second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan and will trend younger by default. 

In Liiga, you must consider that 2022 prospect Tomas Hamara had to 
overcome more to earn promotion to/minutes with league champion 
Tappara than top prospect Joakim Kemell had to with JYP, the league’s 
youngest team. 

You have to understand the massive power imbalance that exists across 
all three levels in Russia, where the top KHL, VHL and MHL teams are 
backed by huge money, carry massive staffs, and play in big cities where 
all of the talent congregates, while the smaller rural teams have none of 
those things — and play haywire hockey as a result. 

In the CHL, there are always prospects who don’t hit their groove until 
the second half of the season for a myriad of reasons, including time 
spent at the Jr. A level the year before, a coach who trusts his veterans 
(17-year-olds famously don’t play prominent roles in London until maybe 
the final dozen games of a 68-game season if they’re lucky), or a trade. 
That was emphasized this year more than most after OHL players spent 
much of the first half of their seasons going through the growing pains 
they should have experienced last year, explaining the second-half 
surges of players like Sudbury’s David Goyette and Flint’s Gavin Hayes 
(who went pointless in his first 11 games before finishing the year with 60 
points in his final 68 games). 

These things matter. 

Only by watching those players, learning their linemates and deployment, 
and understanding the strength (or lack thereof) of their teams can we 
come to the conclusion that in different roles, or with different linemates, 
their outcomes could vary. 

When the Stars drafted Windsor’s Wyatt Johnston with the 23rd pick in 
last year’s draft after the OHL never played and he never went elsewhere 
to play, they understood that his 30 points in 52 games from his rookie 
season of two years earlier didn’t adequately reflect that he was one of 
the team’s best players down the stretch. They also knew that he was 
much more impactful at U18 Worlds than his four points in seven games 
suggested, playing a pivotal role in Team Canada’s bottom six to emerge 
as a counted-upon player on a gold medal-winning team. And while I 
knew both of those things, having watched the same games and spoken 
in depth with Windsor staff about his rookie season, I didn’t trust that 
context enough and ranked him 55th. The Stars did and when he 
returned to the OHL and led it in scoring with 124 points in 68 games, 
they were clearly right to have. By contrast, Ty Voit, who posted an 
identical 0.57 points per game to Johnston in their rookie seasons before 
the pandemic, returned to post 43 fewer points, revealing why, despite 
similar pre-draft statistical makeups, they were drafted 130 spots apart. 

You have to take their context another step further, too. You have to 
consider age. It cannot be stressed enough how important age is for me 
in projecting (which is ultimately what this is all about) a kid’s 
development curve. 

It shouldn’t surprise you that some of the 2021 draft class’ biggest 
breakout stars this year were also its youngest players. Because those 
kids had more catching up to do. Luke Hughes and Olen Zellweger were 
both born just days from being eligible for the 2022 draft and it shows in 
the steeper inclines they travelled on than their older peers. 

As I have built out my final 2022 draft board, you can bet that I 
considered that projected second-rounders Elias Salomonsson and Mats 
Lindgren are 10 months younger than projected second-rounders Simon 
Forsmark, Jack Hughes and Adam Ingram. It matters to me that Ottawa 
67’s forward Vinzenz Rohrer is one of the youngest players in the draft 
and also did his damage on a starved-for-offence team. 

Age is beginning to play a larger and larger role in player evaluation 
across several sports, too. After publishing the 2019 update to this guide, 
I received a note from a director of amateur scouting with an MLB team 
about just that. “I’ve found that hockey and baseball have more 
similarities in how we evaluate similarly-aged talent and found your piece 
to be particularly enlightening,” read part of that message. 
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It’s important to remember that these are kids. We can lose sight of that 
in all of the attention they get — and in their otherworldly, “he can’t 
possibly be 17 years old” talent. 

They’re teenagers. Their bodies are changing rapidly. 

Some players add baby fat early, baby fat that helps them dominate at 
lower levels because they’re bigger and stronger than everyone else. 
Sometimes the development of those players turns stagnant as they get 
older and struggle to shed that weight, lean out and get faster (while the 
game around them does). 

Others grow two or even three inches in a year, add 10 pounds as a 
draft-eligible and their trajectories take off in a short period of time late in 
the year. Some of those kids have come into their own, filled out lanky 
frames, and learned to dominate. Others, who’d developed different 
kinds of skills when they were 5-foot-9, are suddenly 5-foot-11 with the 
elements of a smaller player. 

In the 2022 class, we must consider that top prospect Juraj Slafkovsky is 
already 218 pounds in our evaluation of his success at the men’s level, 
even if we come to the same conclusion that we otherwise would have 
(that it’s impressive nonetheless). We must also consider the weight he 
will carry as he inevitably adds into his 20s and 30s, and whether the 
sum of his tools will be able to support it without it having a detrimental 
impact (rather than an advantageous one). Just as we must also 
consider that there is no defenceman in today’s NHL who plays 
anywhere near prospect Lane Hutson’s 148 pounds and make efforts to 
learn about his potential ability to add weight, as well as his genetics and 
his metabolism. Is he the type that burns it off faster than he can add it, 
or are there training and nutritional steps that he can still take to help him 
get stronger? Has he hit his height limit, or has he just not had his growth 
spurt yet? (I know his family members are all taller than him, but he has 
also told me that adding muscle has been a struggle for him, for 
example.) 

All of these things make repeated viewings absolutely necessary over the 
course of a season because the player you see in September won’t be 
the same as the one you see in January and then May. They also 
highlight the importance of leaving your bias with a player from a 
previous viewing at the door and never trusting your first thought. That 
matters even more in draft years as volatile as this one is likely to be 
because of the pandemic. We know that a player’s 16-year-old season at 
the top under-20 domestic junior level is typically the biggest transition of 
their career, so what happens when that season is lost, disrupted, or 
delayed by a year? 

The growth isn’t just the physical, athletic kind, either. As they mature 
and their brains develop, their games change in imperceptible ways as 
well. Some players become more aggressive and assertive and learn 
faster than others how to find open space and involve their linemates. 
Others struggle with off-ice issues and their game suffers, or they plateau 
because they can’t problem-solve and bad habits put them into tough 
positions on the ice. 

Other things, including proximity to their family, or a team’s travel 
schedule all impact a player’s season. Homesickness and culture 
changes have an even more pronounced impact on import players. 
Some coaches rely heavily on their top players, which can limit a 
prospect’s production early on in their junior career. But a coach on a 
rebuilding team might thrust a 17-year-old into first-line minutes and top 
power-play time. The Sault St. Marie Greyhounds are a three-and-a-half-
hour drive from their nearest opponent and spend much of their season 
on prolonged road trips. The Mississauga Steelheads can get to 
Oshawa, Guelph, Kitchener and Hamilton in roughly an hour — and 
home to sleep in their own beds on the night of a game. In the more 
geographically widespread leagues, like the WHL or the MHL, some 
teams have the finances to take more flights than others. 

In Europe, consideration must also be given to kids who bounce between 
levels more than others, and the lack of consistency that stems from 
going too often from playing big minutes with a junior team to sitting on 
the bench with the pro club, without the ability to develop chemistry and 

little things that matter more than you might think, like reps on the power-
play unit. (Not to mention the life disruptions of a new life, a new level, a 
new housing situation, etc.) 

Above and beyond all of the above things, we must also evaluate players 
and their skill sets through the size of the sheet of ice that they play on. 
Whether that’s the Olympic ice most common in Europe and played on at 
some major NCAA programs, the hybrid ice most common to Finland, or 
the smaller surfaces in Canada, right down to the almost-square corners 
of the Peterborough Memorial Centre. 

I try to consider all of these things (age, team, role, available data, etc.) 
and then use relationships with coaches, managers, players, agents and 
scouts to fill in around the edges and build as complete a picture of each 
player as I can. 

Though scouting still isn’t foolproof with all of that in mind, there are real 
advantages to be gleaned from maximizing your knowledge about a 
player (Goyette’s impressive speed makes a lot more sense when you 
know that he started skating in speed skating, and trains with an Olympic 
sprinter). And the value of that knowledge is exponentially greater for 
draft-eligible players, where sample size can play tricks on you (these 
last couple of years more than ever), than it is in the NHL where there’s 
no shortage of time to separate fact from fiction. 

This has changed a lot over the years. 

When I first turned this whole prospect evaluation thing into a job with 
McKeen’s Hockey and later Future Considerations, I was juggling it with 
life in journalism school at Carleton University, internships and 
freelancing. 

At McKeen’s Hockey, I filed hundreds of scouting reports across multiple 
seasons on entire draft classes, relying on live viewings in Ottawa and 
nearby Gatineau, where I had access to both the OHL and the QMJHL 
within a short drive. And though I covered CHL All-Star Games, the 
Canada-Russia Series, Hockey Canada evaluation camps, some world 
juniors, and the scouting combine, and made efforts to get to many other 
OHL markets to add live viewings for a wider range of prospects, almost 
all of my non-CHL, non-international viewings were done through video. 

At Future Considerations, I filed reports on a more narrow group of 
players and contributed to our rankings as an OHL/QMJHL voice (a lot 
like an area scout does on the amateur side of an NHL operation). 

But it wasn’t until after I graduated, when I joined The Athletic full-time 
more than four years ago, that I began to make this my only focus. And 
even then, as my time and travel budget expanded to include a wider 
range of destinations and viewings, I was also splitting my time with 
covering the Maple Leafs for the better part of those first two years. 

At the end of the 2018-19 season, when I began my current role and 
stopped covering the Leafs, all of that changed. In the three years dating 
back to May 2019, my focus has been singular and my travel expanded 
further. 

With that came more thorough work, a larger number of viewings on a 
larger number of players, and the face time required to really dig in on 
developing sources. 

My job still prompts a lot of legitimate questions from readers, though. 

How do you watch a game? Are you watching every player or just one? 
What does your game sheet look like? How does your approach differ in 
a live environment versus when you’re watching on tape? How many 
players in a draft class are you able to get to and which leagues are you 
watching more than others?  

Some of you haven’t followed my work across all of those drafts and may 
have questions about my record, too. Putting out a list or publishing 
scouting reports is one thing but being good at it over several years is 
something else altogether. 
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And then the answers to those questions are complex because the way I 
go about doing my job differs from the way many others in the public and 
private spheres do theirs. 

I, for example, am one of the few that does all of my work at in-person 
viewings on a computer. Most scouts track their notes across player grids 
they build into notepads and I have never been able to do that. Part of 
that is driven by necessity (I have a tremor, leftover from concussions, 
which makes writing by hand almost impossible). Part of that, I truly 
believe, is about efficiency. I suspect that if my health didn’t make it a 
habit, I would have made it one by now regardless because the 
advantages I believe a computer provides (speed and detail) far 
outweigh the disadvantages (a distraction that can take your eyes off of 
the game if you allow it to). 

The number of players I watch in a game has also changed over the 
years — and depending on the medium. 

When I’m in an arena watching a set of players for the very first time, I try 
to really focus on only a handful. That’s because in a live setting the play 
is moving so fast and shift changes are happening so quickly that I find 
watching all of the players in a game who may be of some interest (which 
can be upwards of double digits per team in some cases) results in 
extremely thin postgame evaluations across the board. If I really want to 
get to know a player I’m not particularly familiar with, my notes on a 
player at the end of a game to be thorough. Keeping the total number of 
players I’m paying close attention to as small as possible helps 
accomplish that. 

In doing so, it means that there are usually no more than one or two 
players on the ice at any given moment that I need to be following with 
my eyes. The obvious advantage there is that I can better isolate those 
players for their entire shift, rather than bouncing around the ice to follow 
several players, or the puck. 

The obvious disadvantage to that strategy is making sure you aren’t 
tunnel-visioned to the player you’re tracking. Hockey at the highest levels 
is so fluid now that what’s happening around a player is as important as 
the way a player reacts to it. Isolation helps build my knowledge of a 
player’s raw skills (I do a much better job picking up on the little details in 
a player’s skill set when I’m honed in on them) but it can limit your 
understanding of a player’s ability to read the game around them. Some 
players (Brad Lambert comes to mind in this draft class) look great in 
isolation but can struggle within the whole. 

This isn’t to say I won’t pick up on other players in a game (you catch 
flashes here or there of everyone on the ice) but I try to limit the 
takeaways I garner from players who aren’t my focus. That’s because the 
really good plays or really bad plays are the only ones you’ll catch with a 
player you didn’t make an effort to watch closely. I believe that can work 
to an evaluator’s detriment, resulting too often in the wrong impression of 
a player at the end of a viewing. Once I get comfortable with a group of 
players, though, I allow my scope to widen. By the time I was in Germany 
for U18 worlds this year, for example, I found myself watching all of the 
U.S. NTDP kids with a wider lens, rather than tracking one player across 
the ice, because I’d already done that with them all a lot individually. 

For the first five years I did this, I tested all sorts of subscription platforms 
for my review of tape. But the tools and interfaces those services 
provided varied. Some didn’t even have playback buttons, so my focus 
was broader as I watched entire games. 

But in the last four years, I have used both of the scouting industry’s two 
big scouting platforms, InStat and SportContract, providing feedback for 
the latter. InStat and SportContract, neither of which are available to the 
public (SportContract has asked me to make that clear in an effort to 
reduce requests), offer advanced interfaces and playback tools for every 
junior, college and pro league on the planet. Now, I often watch just one 
player at a time — viewing only his shifts. This has made my process 
considerably more efficient, cutting a three-hour viewing into a half-hour 
one in many cases, allowing me to use the video days I set aside for 
myself during each month more effectively in order to take notes and 

catalog as many prospects as possible. They are, to put it simply, the 
most important tools I have. 

Live or on tape, if I’m there strictly to watch a player and storytelling isn’t 
my focus that day, my game sheet is a mix of notes on the plays a player 
made (as well as all the videos I cut of them that appear in standalone 
evaluations, like the ones you’ll see in “The Gifted” series) as well as 
detailed descriptions of the player’s tools (more on the skills I care about 
later). 

Because my job at The Athletic is so wide-ranging relative to the job an 
area scout has to do (or the one I had to do when I was with Future 
Considerations, for example), the ability to speed up my tape viewings in 
recent years has been paramount. Even though this is my full-time job, 
there are only so many hours in a day. 

That’s not a complaint, though. Having my work be mine and mine alone 
is far and away my preferred way of doing this job. Every evaluator would 
likely tell you the same thing. 

On one hand, if there are issues in it, or if I fail, it’s on me. On the other, I 
don’t have to trust anyone else’s eyes or evaluation of the available data 
but my own in forming my opinion. If I feel I have a blind spot on a player, 
I can ask people I know who are more well-versed in those prospects 
than I am. And if I’m confident I’ve seen enough of a player, I can rank 
them accordingly without having to consult anyone. 

At Future Considerations, I had to trust others, not knowing their 
familiarity with the players or how their process works (this isn’t to say 
those people weren’t fantastic, because they were, but control breeds 
comfort with something like this). 

Still, though, there is a reason NHL teams do what they do and build lists 
with massive staffs, and that needs to be understood before you dive into 
my ranking. NHL Central Scouting’s final ranking for 2022 lists 365 
skaters and 42 goalies and I have not seen them all play. Both my 
preliminary and midseason rankings are only 64 players deep because it 
takes the full year to confidently build to a list that includes 100 players 
(plus honourable mentions) for my final board. 

I have worked diligently in recent years to correct against blind spots that 
I’d identified in my lists with the USHL, VHL, MHL, CJHL, NAHL and U.S. 
high school talent pools, corrections which have resulted in higher 
representation for all of those leagues on my boards of the last couple of 
years. But I will never get to where I’d like to be, because I’m ultimately 
going to return to the players I’ve identified as more worthwhile than 
attempt to build a book on every last player that I need to watch. While I 
feel like I’ve closed the gap on the USHL, VHL, MHL and CJHL fronts, I 
still rely mostly on recommendations from sources for the NAHL and U.S. 
high school kids that I dedicate time to. On the latter front, not every 
school even broadcasts their games as of yet (though that list is growing) 
and even those that do aren’t under one streaming roof because of the 
different circuits most of the non-Minnesota schools play in. So I rely on 
their coaches (or on local scouts) for additional insights into their 
tools/upside. 

It’s important to keep all of this in mind when you read my work. Those 
limitations are also reason enough to search out other voices than my 
own for their insight. There are intelligent, diligent evaluators at all of the 
major public scouting services. If you’re reading this, you already know 
that The Athletic’s Corey Pronman’s work is a necessary resource. The 
Twittersphere has built some successful public-sphere data models from 
folks like Byron Bader or at places like Pick224. Others, like Will Scouch, 
do insightful player tracking independently. 

Skills-based evaluation  

A couple of months ago, I was asked by the Stratford Warriors, a Jr. B 
GOJHL team here in Ontario, to do a presentation for their weekly 
coaches, management and scouts meeting. The presentation could be 
on whatever I wanted it to be on, and I chose to speak about the 
language of scouting, mapping out much what I’ve laid out in this section 
of my guide over the years. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 6, 2022 

 

I chose it because this is where I feel I can be most useful in moving the 
conversation forward on player evaluation in hockey. 

If this guide leaves you with anything, I want it to be what the last slide of 
my presentation to them outlined in my rules to live by: 

Ambiguity is the enemy of description. Specificity is the goal. 

When I’m reading about hockey, watching people talk about hockey or 
listening to people talk about hockey, I always try to keep those pillars in 
mind. 

Because there are words that sound like they mean something but don’t, 
or words that mean something to one person that mean something 
completely different to another — jargon that we use that confuses and 
obfuscates. If the goal in analyzing the sport is to be nuanced, some of 
the ways we talk about it don’t quite meet that standard. 

“Comparables” are my most common gripe. We all do them because you 
all eat them up. The same is true in television. But they aren’t the best 
version of player analysis, they’re the simplest. The average member of 
the intended audience spends the majority of the season focused on the 
NHL until it’s all over and suddenly the draft is around the corner. If 
you’re part of the league’s North American audience, that’s 
understandable because of how wide-ranging hockey’s lower-level 
branches extend around the globe (with each NHL team’s prospects 
playing across different time zones in leagues where broadcasts are hard 
to find and carried in foreign languages). People like me are meant to fill 
in the blanks for you when you don’t have the bandwidth to keep tabs on 
everyone you’d like to. The audience wants to know how the available 
prospects play without watching them. Comparables can provide them 
with a mental image in an instant. 

But player types are changing. And comparables fail to recognize that 
players are more different now than they ever have been. They also box 
players in, rather than attempt to unbox them and find where the missing 
pieces are needed while trying to put them back together. Every first-
round pick gets tagged with all-star expectations. And we start to see the 
same names over and over again. How many times did we used to hear 
a rangy, north-south forward with speed compared to Jeff Carter or Matt 
Duchene, or a bulky, menacing one projected as the next Milan Lucic 
and then Tom Wilson? 

They don’t just box the player in, either. They box us, as fans of the 
game, into lazy habits. And they often serve as a veil for analysis that 
isn’t centred on the work required to actually describe a player, so they 
revert to disguises as detail. Sometimes, that’s out of necessity. 
Publications have word counts, radio stations and TV broadcasts have 
time limits. We need to find ways to condense. 

These can be interpreted in different ways. When we hear or read those 
terms second-hand, we superimpose our biases onto someone else’s 
viewings. We try to interpret meaning. And our takeaway may not be 
what the person who was presenting it intended it to be. Whenever 
possible, detail and description should always be the focus. They 
mitigate against that. 

Hockey IQ can be described with specifics — how the player plays within 
his team’s structure, whether he picks up on his man consistently, if he 
surveys the ice to get ahead of the play rather than always react and find 
himself behind, a note on the decisions he makes with the puck, the 
reads he makes without it, or whether he plays with his head up, and so 
on. 

A safe defender might carry a negative connotation to the author 
(someone who struggles with the puck, lacks ability and dumbs down his 
game out of necessity, relying too much on the glass-and-out play, etc.) 
but it may be perceived as positive by the reader (someone who picks 
their spots, doesn’t make mistakes, and executes the kind of smart, 
careful plays that reduce risk and advance play in the right direction). 

When we talk about “playing with urgency” we’re often just pointing to 
whether or not a player played well in a given game. It’s near-impossible 

to infer effort or interpret feeling. In many cases, those who look like 
they’re working hard are also inefficient or wasting energy. 

Is a gritty player someone who finishes every hit, plays through contact, 
extends plays by not giving up on them, stays on pucks, gets up and 
under on sticks, and wins inside body positioning? And if you are to say 
that a player is gritty, are we to assume that he does all of those things 
well? Why not tell us which, specifically? 

If the evaluator is going to use ambiguous terms, they should, wherever 
possible, explain what it means to them first, too. 

When I started doing player evaluations of my own, I set out to build a 
glossary to detail the things I value and explain my language. Through 
that process — the process of annually adding and subtracting skills I 
look for in a player — came a baseline for everything I do and the way I 
view the sport. 

Here’s the 2022 version of what that baseline looks like: 

Skating: This includes a player’s posture (the balance between their 
shoulders, hips and knees in a variety of stances), how light or heavy a 
player is on their blades (some players really dig their skates into the ice 
before releasing into their push, while others have the quick twitch found 
in sprinters and can look like they’re hovering), their top speed after a 
zone’s worth of pushes (less important these days), their first few steps 
and their recoveries through those hurried strides, their acceleration 
through to their top speed, their balance/centre of gravity, the fluidity of 
their movements, their lateral edgework, their ability to maintain rather 
than lose speed with possession of the puck, how far they can 
extend/lean on their edges while skating backward in order to close gaps 
quickly, their ability to pivot without catching an edge, whether their feet 
drag (a lot of young players drag the toe of their blade because they’re 
rushing through their stride), if they don’t drag their toes whether they lift 
more than a few inches off the ice (many young players who don’t drag 
their blades overcompensate with a choppy up and down motion), 
whether they pick up their stick into a pitch fork (which wasted energy 
when they start to sway) or hunch over their skates to put them off 
balance, and their ability to go heel-to-heel (leaning on inside edges to 
dodge checks and shuffle around defenders or the net on wraparounds). 
The two most efficient strides: long, fluid motions that give straightaway 
speed or tight, explosive edgework to create a rounded, agile skater. 
Both have their place, but I prefer a player who can move, change 
directions and turn feet attacking on tight angles than one who can 
explode down the boards with a longer stride. In today’s game, I believe 
changing tempo is now more important than top speed. Wherever 
possible, I try to avoid using the lazy “good/bad skaters” catch-alls. 

Playmaking: This includes ability to see the ice in front and on either side, 
see through layers of traffic to the weak side of coverage, recognize 
secondary and tertiary options, see lanes before they open (there’s a 
knack to this skill that is hard to evaluate but when a player is really 
talented at it, it’s impossible to miss), accurately pass (both short and 
long ranges, routinely failing to execute short little bump passes can 
speak to focus or lack thereof), timing and sharpness of passes (passing 
hard is not always a strength, feathering a pass through traffic is more of 
an asset), creativity in passing (does the player surprise defenders with 
the lanes he finds?), calculated confidence/pass selection (if a player is 
going to make a high-risk play, do they have support?), passing in 
motion, and passing off of his backhand (a lot of junior hockey players 
aren’t confident enough to fake a forehand pass and cross their body to 
pass backhand but it can be an effective way of wrapping the puck 
around rangy defenders). 

Puckhandling and deceptiveness: This includes hand speed (loose grip is 
better, I want to look for players who avoid tightly controlling their stick, 
though it can be hard to spot, especially on tape), creativity with the puck 
(do they rely on the same move or can they adjust in traffic/under 
pressure?), ability to deke a goaltender or defenceman one-on-one (does 
he always go outside, does he too often cut inside, can he make 
defenders move laterally or, better yet, make them turn?), ability to 
maintain possession of the puck at high speed, stops and starts, core 
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control (reflexes and instincts come into play here), ability to protect the 
puck against bigger defenders, skills of dexterity and first touch (catching 
pucks in tough spots, quickly finding pucks with reflexes off of a bobble), 
ability to handle the puck or pick a dead puck off the boards on a player’s 
backhand or in tight (the difference between getting the puck up ice and 
being trapped can be a brief miscarry from a dead puck), the ability to 
control the puck out wide or in his feet (the latter is a challenge for taller 
players so when they can do it well it’s a real asset), and the use of baits, 
delays and fakes to draw defenders in or force them into a misdirection. 

Shooting: This includes velocity and accuracy, the quickness of a 
player’s release, the consistency of their one-timer, whether they’re 
specific about shot selection or a volume shooter, a disguised release 
point (some players have tweaks to their releases and blades that 
distinguish them by, say, pushing the puck off the heel to set up a 
snapshot rather than just applying pressure to the shaft, or curling from 
the toe and releasing before the heel), how and whether a prospect finds 
holes for shots (I like defencemen that move a lot at the offensive-zone 
blue line both laterally and inward to the high slot, which makes skating 
an even bigger asset in today’s game because you need to be able to 
recover defensively from those spots or get to them before defensive 
schemes can front you), how a player shifts their weight through their 
shooting motion (a lot of young players throw themselves off balance), 
and the ability to tip and deflect pucks (another sign of dexterity), elevate 
it in tight or slide it along the ice while moving, which includes whether a 
player relies on finishing in one way (a lot of young players shoot high too 
often when the low rebound is the best available option). Shooting 
(particularly as it pertains to how hard a player shoots) is increasingly of 
less value to me for defencemen. Shot variety and a player’s ability to 
manipulate their shot to get it off from a variety of spots on their body 
(including the instep of both feet), is something I’m increasingly placing 
emphasis on for forwards. But a player’s movement off the puck is often 
a greater determining factor in their acumen as a scorer at the next level 
than their actual mechanics as a shooter are. 

Defensive acumen: This includes whether a player comes back in the 
play or counts on others to (even when it’s his job), understanding of 
personal defensive responsibilities, covering for a teammate’s missed 
assignment, reading the developing play and reacting accordingly, 
communicating on the ice (an underrated asset for players who 
understand systems), a defender’s ability to funnel and steer play to the 
outside (particularly in transition), a forechecker’s angles to pucks, 
choices on pinches, how a player uses their skating to gap up and disrupt 
(some players play much tighter gaps than others, gluing themselves to 
the hip of the opposing carrier, which if done well can allow them to 
swallow the play up and which if done poorly can result in a lot of glaring 
mistakes and compensating penalties), or if they’re a passive defender in 
the neutral and defensive zones who gives to much (requiring that they 
compensate by reacting and breaking up plays with raw instincts and 
reflexes). If they’re an aggressive defender in both zones, are they 
calculated in how far they extend on attackers (you’ll see things like a 
player hunching over his stick if he’s pushing too far off their centre for a 
hit) and do they have the skating ability to make up for it? Defenders who 
are aggressive and slow are the worst. I also hate penalties. There are 
good ones (compensating for a teammate to prevent a high-danger 
scoring chance) but they’re otherwise not the asset many fantasy 
leagues teach us to believe they are (cross-checking means he wasn’t in 
proper position defensively, hooking normally means he wasn’t moving 
his feet, etc.). 

Intangibles like attitude and leadership are extremely hard to identify so I 
tend to use coaches and managers to find out more about them. 
Although body language can be evident for some players on the ice, you 
have to be careful not to equate being upset with not caring. 

And at the end of it all, scouting hockey will always be an imperfect 
science. These are just the blurry outlines of it. It’s my job to cover the 
NHL Draft and I give it as many hours as I can in a year. I’m lucky to 
have the time and the flexibility to do that at The Athletic. I hope that I 
view player evaluation and the game in a progressive way. And I still 
make plenty of mistakes. The goal, here, is to be as thorough as I can 

be, to make this coverage as comprehensive as I can and to look back in 
a few years and be proud of my rankings, evaluations and projections. 
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Kevin Bieksa on his ‘Hockey Night’ evolution and why he hasn’t formally 
retired 

 

Lisa Dillman 

10-13 minutes 05/06/2022 

 

It is almost like clockwork on game nights during the Stanley Cup 
playoffs: Kevin Bieksa will be trending on Twitter by end of the day. 

If it’s not Bieksa, then it’s another “Hockey Night in Canada” panelist — 
Kelly Hrudey or Jennifer Botterill. Or maybe all three. 

What they say moves the needle on social media and the white-hot TV 
spotlight feels even warmer during the playoffs. Maybe it’s because 
viewers see more of the panelists than they do certain family members in 
the May-through-June hockey cocoon.  The other difference from the 
regular season is that it can feel like a marathon on the television set – 
the first round often featured three games in one night before slowing 
down to its current pace. 

“You get into the rhythm. You get into the groove,” Bieksa explained. 
“When I’m doing Saturday nights – once a week — during the week 
there’s some weeks where I don’t watch as much hockey as probably 
other people. As it gets closer to Thursday/Friday, I’m doing my 
homework and I start paying a little more attention. 

“But when the playoffs are going and you’re working every single day, 
you have a good feel for what’s happening and which players are playing 
well day-to-day and what the teams are doing.” 

Bieksa became the breakout star of the 2020 playoffs as a between-
periods analyst, and now this is his fourth playoffs with HNIC. There was 
no question he possessed a sharp wit and liked to verbally joust in his 
playing days with the Vancouver Canucks and Anaheim Ducks, but those 
qualities don’t always translate to success on the panel or in the 
broadcast booth. But they traveled with Bieksa. 

“When I was a broadcaster and he was still a player — in particular when 
he was in Vancouver,” Hrudey said, “he would come on ‘After Hours’ 
after the late game (and) I would tell everybody, he’s always my favorite 
guest because he’s well-informed, talkative and he’s got personality. But 
I had no idea one day he would be working in the same industry and that 
we’d be sitting on the same desk.” 

Bieksa spoke with The Athletic in two interviews – the first one during the 
regular season near his home in Orange County – covering a wide-
ranging number of topics, including how he keeps the balls in the air as a 
husband and father, hockey dad, TV analyst and hockey academy owner 
with West Coast Academy in Southern California. Plus, why hasn’t he 
officially retired from the NHL? 

Bieksa was multi-tasking during our first interview over lunch. 
Conveniently, there was a hockey equipment repair shop in the same 
complex near the coffee shop. Bieksa went over to drop off his son’s 
shoulder pads to see if they could be fixed, so the conversation naturally 
began with hockey equipment. 

How many pairs of skates did you go through in a season? 
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I wanted to wear the same stuff until I got yelled at by the trainers. I didn’t 
like new skates. I went through about two pairs a year. Whereas 
somebody like Cam (Fowler) goes through six pairs. Willie Mitchell, my 
old D partner, went through 12 pairs a year. The trainers were like, 
“Come on. We have a budget here.” 

You’ve come full circle. It must be gratifying being a hockey dad now. 

It is fun because I spend so much time with my son, Cole. We wake up at 
6 every morning, stop at Starbucks and he gets his strawberry acai and a 
croissant. We pick up another buddy on the way and we go to the rink. I 
skate him for an hour and a half and then the bus comes and takes him 
to school. And I come home and get on with my day. 

How did West Coast Academy come to fruition? 

We finally decided to buy a house in Orange County. I had been in limbo 
– if I was going to go play, I was going to have to go off and live on my 
own. I weighed my options and they were all with teams out East, like 
Columbus. It was going to be far away. I decided, “No, it was time.” I 
wanted to stay around the game. 

So, I had an opportunity with my business partner (Dean Caban) where 
he wanted to open an academy.  We wanted to bring the East Coast 
model to California because so many kids once they get to 13, 14, 15, 
they end up going out East or to Minnesota to prep schools. We thought 
if we can create a good-enough model here, it would give them another 
option. We obviously have some good coaching experience between the 
two of us. My partner has been coaching for 20 years. He’s put multiple 
guys in the NHL. We’re the same age. He’s great to work with. 

We started an academy with ’07s and ’06s (players born in 2006 and 
2007). We basically had them at the rink all day long, home-schooled. I 
hired a teacher. I leased a room. So, it was basically a drop-off for the 
parents in the morning – like a normal school day. We did that for two 
years. 

This year, all of our kids were aging out and they were getting into high 
school. We thought it would be pretty irresponsible to keep them in a 
home school program at the rink. They needed to be socialized. So, 
Fairmont came to me – one of the top private schools in California – and 
they just bought a new campus in San Juan Capistrano and they wanted 
to merge with us. 

They wanted me to coach and train their high school team and I had all 
my kids going into ninth grade. That’s where this new partnership 
developed. I don’t have to worry about the education part, which was a 
huge stress. 

The parents trust you. I was the principal, the coach, and the owner of 
the business. I was doing everything and there was a lot of stress. But I 
was getting to hang out with my son every day and all his buddies. I think 
you could ask all the kids – I treat them all like my son. They’re all my 
kids. I get to keep that camaraderie and I’m on the ice every day. So, it 
fills a couple of voids for me. 

Does it enable you to do things the way you would have wanted to have 
been treated when you were that age? 

That’s a big part of the program – the mentorship. It’s the hockey. It’s the 
school. That’s a big part for me. A lot of hockey players that do this want 
to coach the team and then they go home after practice. They’re done. 
For the first two years, I was at the school all day long. I was just 
hovering. I was having talks with the kids if they needed it. 

I was actually going and helping out with their schoolwork as well. There 
were 25 kids and our teacher can only do so much. I’m not just telling 
them how to act. I’m showing them. I’m showing them how to hold doors 
open. 

So now that Ryan Kesler coaching his son in youth hockey in Michigan, 
do you ever exchange coaching tips and ideas? 

He knows everything (smiling). He knows it all already. He doesn’t need 
my advice. 

So switching over to your broadcasting career, do you approach the job 
any differently now than you did at the start? 

It’s changed a little. Our approach has changed a little bit. Not so much 
in-game analysis — more bigger picture stuff, so more macro than micro. 
In the playoffs, it gives you an opportunity because there are so many 
games. You can pick apart some of the details of the game. I enjoy that 
part a lot, getting back to critiquing the game, and systems and players 
and faceoff plays and all the things that I think I do well. I really didn’t 
answer your question. 

I feel like I came out of the gate, raw and almost naive to everything, but I 
thought that really helped me. I don’t know if that makes any sense. 

In fact, it makes perfect sense. I think that was part of your original 
appeal – that you were a fresh voice, and you didn’t just utter a string of 
sometimes meaningless cliches. 

You don’t get sucked into the everyday lingo and what other people are 
doing. The way you analyze and see the game keeps it fresh. That’s why 
some weeks, I like to not even watch hockey, so once I get to the 
weekend, I have such a fresh perspective, a clean slate. 

One of my colleagues doesn’t read anyone else because he doesn’t want 
to be influenced by what other people are saying. 

That’s exactly what I think, too. I don’t really watch other people on TV. 
I’ll have people in the studio saying, “Oh this guy was on last night on 
NHL Network,” and I’ll have no idea what they said or how they do. 
You’re right. I don’t want to be influenced at all by what they say. 

When you were first starting, did you have any nerves? Even people who 
have been in the spotlight still get nervous staring down the barrel of a 
camera. 

That’s the problem. I wasn’t nervous. If I was nervous, or if I am nervous, 
I’m not as good and not as entertaining. It was like that for hockey, too. If 
you asked my teammates, I was pretty light before the game. On the ice, 
I was all business. But I was light before the game and in the dressing 
room. 

I didn’t want to be tense. I’m light in the boardroom before our pre-
production meeting. I’m laughing. There’s times just before when 
sometimes you get that little bit of nerves. The whole time I’m just trying 
to stay loose because if I get nervous and reserved, I don’t think I’m as 
entertaining. 

It’s hard because you have your pre-production meeting and you’re 
having conversations with Ron MacLean and Elliotte (Friedman) and 
Kelly Hrudey and Jennifer Botterill and it’s an easy conversation. 
Everyone is arguing their own point about different things. Now it’s like, 
“Do that again on camera.” There’s a lot going on. … I’ve always been a 
student of the game and this is a game to me. I come in and I watch how 
Elliotte does it and how Ron does it. I’ve tried to pick up on all the little 
things. 

You mentioned that you were planning to announce your retirement with 
a special twist. What is the status of the announcement? 

I was going to sign a one-day contract and retire as a Canuck two years 
ago, on March 28. I don’t even know where it stands. We had it planned, 
but COVID shut things down on the 15th. I had my flight booked and 
everything. 

It was actually my dad’s idea. I don’t need to retire – officially. I don’t 
need the attention. My dad was like, “It’s good for the Canucks. Good for 
your legacy.” I’m basically doing it for my dad. I’m supposed to retire as a 
Canuck (smiles) … Maybe I’ll retire as a Duck. 

We were talking (with the Canucks) at the start of the season and they 
were kind of figuring out when we were going to do it and they said they 
were definitely going to do it. Then Jim Benning gets fired. Now there’s a 
whole new regime. I was there for the mental health night but it wasn’t 
the time to bring it up. Who knows? If we get to it next year, fine. I’m not 
going anywhere. 
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Lastly, how much do you miss Brian Burke on the panel? 

I miss Burkie. It’s felt like too long now since he hasn’t been with us. So, 
we still talk and it’s funny. We can tell he watches our show because he’ll 
chime in. We have group texts, and every once in a while, Burkie will 
chime in, critiquing one of us or making fun of one of us. So, I know he’s 
still watching. 
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Jacob Trouba doesn't think about being the 
villain 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

NEW YORK -- Jacob Trouba doesn't spend time thinking about his 
perceived villainy. 

Many NHL fans do, as they watch the New York Rangers defenseman 
pulverize opponents with his signature open-ice checks, sometimes with 
injurious results. They call for penalties that aren't whistled. They call for 
suspensions that aren't handed out. They boo him when he touches the 
puck on the road, which Trouba claims he doesn't hear. 

Well, with one exception. 

"I heard them in Pittsburgh," he admitted. "I don't really think too much 
about it, I guess. It's the way I've always played." 

Trouba's hit on Penguins star Sidney Crosby, which took the latter out of 
Game 5 and then had him miss Game 6 of their first-round series, 
changed the trajectory of the Rangers' postseason. His hits on Max Domi 
and Seth Jarvis in the second round against the Carolina Hurricanes 
altered two critical games that ended up as New York victories. 

"It seems like he could turn the tide for us when we need it. There were 
maybe one or two big ones that everyone kind of sees, but there are 
many more that wear guys down," Rangers defenseman Adam Fox said. 
"It takes a toll on teams. It's not something that's going to come up on 
every box score." 

It might not make the box score, but it surfaces on social media in real 
time, with opposing fans blasting the hits, and Rangers fans 
affectionately referring to the act as getting "Trouba'd." In postgame 
discourse, opposing coaches have inferred that Trouba intended to injure 
his opponents. 

"I guess I don't pay much attention to the outside narrative. My Twitter 
does," Trouba said, with a smile. "You get inside the [dressing] room and 
you're just another person on the team." 

He skates nearly 25 minutes per game and contributes occasional 
offense, while delivering those catastrophic checks. New York center 
Kevin Rooney called him a "special" player for the Rangers for the totality 
of his game. 

"Troubs has been such a leader on and off the ice for our group," he 
said. "And when you've got the other team thinking a little bit, that's 
always good for us." 

Or as Rangers forward Chris Kreider put it: "Another player I'm happy to 
play with and not against." 

When discussing Trouba, Rangers general manager Chris Drury evoked 
the name of Adam Foote, a former teammate of his with the Colorado 
Avalanche and one of the most physical defensemen of his day. 

"He comes to play hard. A little bit of a throwback. There's really no 
nonsense to him, day in and day out," Drury said. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant went with another throwback player: 
Hockey Hall of Famer Scott Stevens, whose injurious hits were lauded in 
his day but would be demonized by today's player safety standards. 

"Scott Stevens comes up for me all the time. When you're on the ice, 
you've gotta keep your head up," Gallant said. 

The hit on Crosby was the turning point in the Rangers' first-round 
elimination of Pittsburgh. They trailed 3-1 in the series. They trailed 2-0 in 
the second period of Game 5. Crosby intercepted a clearing attempt near 
the slot. As he lunged to control the puck, Trouba skated through him, 
dropping Crosby to the ice. The Penguins star took two additional shifts 
before leaving the game. 

"As great a player as Sid is, he does a lot of twisting and turning and 
spinning away from guys," Gallant said. "Troubs went to play the puck, 
and his elbow got up a little high on him. There was no intent. He wasn't 
trying to hurt anybody. Wasn't running people through the glass, that's for 
sure." 

Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan disagreed, inferring that there was intent 
to injure on the part of Trouba. The NHL Department of Player Safety 
ruled there wasn't any intent and opted not to punish him. 

The Rangers rallied to win that game. With Crosby out, they won Game 
6. Crosby came back in Game 7, though not nearly as effective as he 
was earlier in the series, and the Rangers eliminated the Penguins. 

Trouba delivered a pair of game-altering hits in the series against the 
Hurricanes. In Game 4, with the Rangers trailing 2-1 in the series, he laid 
out Domi as the Carolina forward appeared to lose an edge. The on-ice 
officials didn't believe the hit -- which looked catastrophic at full speed -- 
warranted a penalty. 

Carolina forward Steven Lorentz believed the hit warranted vengeance 
and jumped Trouba for a fight. The instigator penalty proved costly, as 
the Rangers scored on the ensuing power play, eventually knotting the 
series. 

"That's on me. It's hard. You've got to make a decision, split-second. The 
game is so fast and I thought I was doing the right thing, but 
unfortunately I ended up costing our team, so that's on me," Lorentz said 
after the game. 

Andrew Copp of the Rangers called Trouba's hit the "biggest play of the 
game." Defenseman Justin Braun respected Trouba's response to 
Lorentz going after him. 

"His response after that gets the guys going. He may be one of the best 
right now at the timing of those hits. Catching guys. You have to know 
when he's out there. If you don't, you'll be in trouble," Braun said. 

In Game 7, Trouba struck again. Jarvis, a rookie and a key offensive 
player for the Hurricanes, moved the puck in the attacking zone. About a 
second later, Trouba plowed through him with a hard but legal hit. Jarvis 
left the game at 7:10 of the first period, after just three shifts. The 
Rangers would win the game in a rout and hand Carolina its only home 
loss of the playoffs. 

The hits on Crosby and Jarvis are reminders that hockey is an inherently 
injurious sport, even if physical plays are made within the boundaries of 
the rulebook. For all the rock them, sock them highlight-reel hitting that 
Trouba has done in the playoffs, there is someone on the receiving end 
that can suffer in the aftermath. 

Crosby had a head injury. ESPN's Emily Kaplan reported Crosby was out 
with a concussion. Crosby's agent Pat Brisson later told Kaplan that "the 
word concussion can be used loosely, but head injuries are very serious," 
and that "the Penguins are being very careful and very smart." 

Jarvis said after the Rangers series that he suffered significant memory 
loss after the Trouba hit. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 6, 2022 

 

"I don't remember anything until halfway through the next day. It's a little 
bit scary when you don't remember anything and you have the doctors 
tell me what I was doing," he said. "I don't remember the hit or getting off 
the ice or anything. So seeing that stuff and hearing it from other people 
is definitely a little scary." 

Criticism of Trouba would be tidier if these hits had warranted penalties. 
They did not. In fact, the same referee worked all three of these games 
involving Trouba hits: Wes McCauley, who was voted the best on-ice 
official in the league by the NHLPA in 2018. 

It would also be easier to call Trouba a headhunter if these hits 
warranted supplemental discipline from the NHL Department of Player 
Safety. Not only was Trouba not fined or suspended, a source tells ESPN 
that he wasn't even given warnings that his hits were on the border of 
illegality. 

He's been suspended once by the NHL, getting two games for a hit to the 
head of then-Ottawa Senators winger Mark Stone in 2016-17. But 
nothing after that. 

"Jacob's a clean hockey player who plays a hard game. He plays a good 
honest game," Gallant said. "He's not trying to hurt people out there." 

Trouba was born in Rochester, Michigan, in February 1994. Those 
picturing a young player emulating Scott Stevens have the wrong picture. 

"You guys are going to be disappointed to hear this, but I didn't watch a 
ton of hockey growing up. I was more of a [Nicklas] Lidstrom, Red Wings 
guy in my backyard," said Trouba, citing the antithesis of booming hit 
defensemen. 

He joined the U.S. national development team in 2010. The Winnipeg 
Jets drafted him No. 9 overall in 2012. He spent a season at the 
University of Michigan before joining the Jets in the 2013-14 season. He 
played 408 games with the franchise. 

He requested a trade after this third season with the Jets, unhappy with 
his place on the depth chart. Yet he signed a two-year deal in November 
2016 to remain in Winnipeg. He was a restricted free agent in 2018 when 
GM Kevin Cheveldayoff told him he would be traded that summer. 
Trouba wanted to play for an American team, in a place that would be 
more geographically advantageous to his relationship with partner Kelly 
Tyson, who was in medical school in Florida. 

He was traded to the Rangers in June 2019 for a first-round pick in the 
2019 draft and defenseman Neal Pionk. He signed a seven-year, $56 
million contract after the trade. 

Trouba's three seasons in New York weren't universally praised. The 
promise of his 50-point season with the Jets in 2018-19 turned out to be 
anomalous -- he's yet to break a one point-per-60 minutes scoring pace 
with the Rangers, although he's chipped in a bit offensively, with 78 
points in 189 games. 

"He's so consistent. Been our most consistent player all year with how 
hard he plays. He's getting to his game, establishing that D-zone. Calms 
down the back end," Kreider said. 

It's his physicality that has remained the most constant: His open-ice hits 
in which he skates with speed while keeping his body compact. In 
addition to making his name a verb, Rangers fans have referred to 
opponents getting hit by the "Trouba Train," and the visual isn't all that 
inaccurate. 

Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper is watching his players skate 
hazardous frozen waters against Trouba in the Eastern Conference 
finals. He's seen Trouba play this way for years, and even coached him 
at the World Cup of Hockey on the fabled Team North America. He saw 
Trouba hit Jarvis in Game 7 while waiting to see whom the Lightning 
would play in the third round. He called it an "unfortunate result" and that 
no one, "including Trouba," wants to see it happen to a fellow player. 

"Everybody's well aware of guys that can hit you. Going into a corner with 
Trouba versus someone else on their team, you probably have a little bit 

different mindset," Cooper said. "He's been a heck of a player in this 
league and a physical presence. And you do need that on teams that 
advance, and he's one of the guys that does it." 

The Rangers have now advanced further than nearly anyone assumed 
they could go -- six victories away from the Stanley Cup. Win or lose, the 
2022 Stanley Cup playoffs will be remembered as an impactful one for 
New York, thanks in no small part to the impact Trouba has made on 
opponents. 

"I don't think anyone likes to get hit. Especially by someone like him," Fox 
said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning’s thrilling comeback shows no quit: ‘It’s a brand-
new series now' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 5, 2022, 8:34 PM 

 

Following Game 2’s loss at Madison Square Garden, Steven Stamkos 
noted that the New York Rangers had cracked the recipe for rallying from 
a two-game deficit in these playoffs. 

The onus, the captain said, would fall upon the Tampa Bay Lightning to 
dig for those same ingredients if they had any chance to resuscitate 
hopes for a threepeat. 

Well, not only did the Lightning rob from the Rangers’ recipe in Sunday’s 
come-from-behind 3-2 Game 3 thriller, the Bolts outright stole their 
opponents’ slogan. 

“There’s no quit in our group,” Stamkos told reporters. A comment that 
may or may not have been a wink at the Original Six club’s new rallying 
call and hashtag: #NoQuitInNY. 

“It's a brand-new new series now.” 

'It's a brand-new series now' Stamkos after the Lightning's Game 3 win 

Sure feels like it. 

(And the way proceedings are rapidly unfolding on the left side of the 
bracket, hockey fans could use a team up for the counterpunch.) 

In what was far and away the Eastern Conference Final’s most 
entertaining and smartly executed 60 minutes to date, a resilient home 
side admittedly drew inspiration from its first round against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, whom Tampa Bay trailed 1-0, 2-1, and 3-2 before 
eventually putting to rest in seven games. 

Falling behind 2-0 in the series and 2-0 in Game 3, thanks to back-to-
back power-play strikes from Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider in Period 
2, the Lightning shot to life like that Undertaker gif. 

A pair of power-play goals of their own, one-time blasts from superstars 
Nikita Kucherov and Stamkos, knotted the game and stirred Amalie 
Arena. 

“You don’t want to give a team like this any breathing room. You gotta 
bury ’em when you can,” Rangers forward Ryan Reaves said. 

“We know the talent they got over there, what they’ve done in the 
playoffs. They haven’t won back-to-back by mistake.” 
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As urgent as they were relentless, and led by their best players, Tampa 
drove at New York and its all-world goaltender in waves. 

At even strength, the Lightning out-attempted the Rangers 65-37, outshot 
them 40-21, generated 15 high-danger chances to New York’s five, and 
held a 69.4 per cent share of expected goals, according to Natural Stat 
Trick. 

At risk of their dynasty crumbling, the Lightning players found their best 
selves. 

“We are down 2-0 in the series, so it's pretty much all on the line in the 
third. They got a couple of power-play goals,” Stamkos said. “But I think 
the 5-on-5 game was in our favour tonight. That's what we want.” 

In a game that had yet to witness an even-strength goal, finally the 
Lightning’s 51st shot on Igor Shesterkin did the trick. 

With only 41.6 seconds left on the clock, a sickening blind backhand 
pass from Kucherov teed up Ondrej Palat for as pretty a winning goal as 
you’ll see in such a pivotal game. 

"He’s got that ability to play that blue-collar game with white-collar 
players,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said of Palat. “And that’s a great 
trait to have.” 

A better trait: Finding a way to not just rebound but surge when the world 
is sharpening its pencils, ready to write you off. 

Top Gun and Kate Bush may not be the only ones making an emphatic 
comeback this month. 

Not only did the Rangers have their four-game win streak snuffed out, but 
they saw a key player, Ryan Strome, leave due to injury, and coach 
Gerard Gallant took issue with Tampa’s invasion of Shesterkin’s crease. 

Corey Perry (slashing) and Riley Nash (goalie interference) were both 
dealt minor penalties for contacting the likely Vezina winner. 

“It fazes me more than him,” Gallant said. “I don’t like it. I don’t think it’s a 
big part of it. Hopefully, when we talk to the supervisor tomorrow, they’ll 
take care of some of that. Because it wasn’t right.” 

Still, Gallant tipped his cap to the better team Sunday, admitting that had 
his own no-quit group scored the last goal, they would’ve “stolen it.” 

And from what we saw in Game 3, Tampa Bay is not prepared to let 
anyone steal what belongs to them without a fight. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Love hearing play-by-play man Harnarayan Singh, who honed his skills 
via Hockey Night in Canada: Punjabi Edition, now calling a conference 
final in English. Tremendous energy and sense of the moment. 

• How’s this for unusual? Kucherov had himself a three-point afternoon, 
he has been Tampa’s most dangerous offensive threat, and yet he is still 
looking for his first even-strength goal of the postseason (five power-play, 
one empty-netter). 

• From Game 2: Watch as Cooper cuts Nick Paul’s first intermission 
interview with TVA’s Renaud Lavoie abruptly short because he wants 
him in the dressing room. (Note: Paul had lost his check, Adam Fox, who 
set up the Rangers’ go-ahead goal minutes prior to the Q&A.) 

• Keep an eye on the health of Strome. The Rangers’ second-line centre 
suffered a lower-body injury (perhaps a right knee) after this seemingly 
innocuous shove from Palat. 

Strome immediately went to the room for attention. He tried to come 
back, skating one shift before leaving again. He did not return and needs 
further evaluation. 

• Evander Kane nemesis Ryan Reaves gave a wry smirk when asked 
about the Oilers forward’s dangerous check on Nazem Kadri in the 
Western Conference final that earned a one-game suspension. 

“It’s obviously from behind. League will deal with it,” Reaves smiled, 
resisting the bait. “I’m gonna stay away from that one, thank you.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche's deadline deals for depth paying dividends 
through playoffs 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 5, 2022, 7:24 PM 

 

EDMONTON — File this under the heading of hoping for the best, while 
preparing for the unknown. 

When Colorado Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic put together his 
shopping list prior to the NHL trade deadline on March 21, he did so with 
a long playoff run in mind. 

It wasn’t about adding high-priced talent or the biggest names since his 
hockey club already featured plenty of firepower, especially up front. 

These were strategic moves, the kind that don’t necessarily make waves 
on the transaction wire but are the ones appreciated by the scouting staff 
and the players in the locker room. 

First up was defenceman Josh Manson, picked up from the Anaheim 
Ducks for the rights to defence prospect Drew Helleson and a second-
round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. 

One day later, Sakic moved 2016 first-rounder Tyson Jost to the 
Minnesota Wild for forward Nico Sturm. 

Then on deadline day, the Avalanche acquired versatile winger Artturi 
Lehkonen from the Montreal Canadiens for defence prospect Justin 
Barron and a 2024 second-rounder. 

One final deal brought in veteran forward Andrew Cogliano from the San 
Jose Sharks for a 2025 fifth-round pick. 

“We feel that we addressed the needs that we needed to address,” Sakic 
said going into the Western Conference final with the Edmonton Oilers, 
which resumes Monday with Colorado holding a 3-0 series edge. “You 
can never have enough depth. Everybody's contributing. Some guys are 
in and out of the lineup right now, so we have competition here and you 
need every single player. If you're going to go (through) two months of 
hockey, which ultimately is our goal, you need that depth. 

“You look at any championship team, they have depth on all lines and 
they all have to chip in somewhat. Your best players still have to be your 
best if you want a chance to hoist the Stanley Cup, that's for sure. But 
you also need those (others) contributing and taking some of the 
pressure off of them.” 

Manson is averaging more than 17-and-a-half minutes per game, is 
anchoring the second pairing, plays on the penalty kill and supplied the 
overtime winner in Game 1 against the St. Louis Blues last round. 

Sturm is a dependable defensive forward who can play centre or wing 
and adds a bit of size up front, while Cogliano is a fourth-line stalwart 
who is a solid penalty killer and has already supplied two game-winning 
goals in 10 playoff games. 

As for Lehkonen, he’s basically been a coach’s dream, a guy who has 
been used extensively on the top two lines and does so many things well 
— whether it’s winning puck battles, showing a willingness to block shots 
or chipping in offensively as he has with five goals and eight points in 13 
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playoff games. He's smart enough and has enough skill to play with 
offensive players, while also supplying a defensive conscious and playing 
on both special-teams units. 

The experience Lehkonen gained while helping the Montreal Canadiens 
reach the Stanley Cup final last June has also provided a boost for a 
franchise trying to get over the hump. 

“A real good, complementary player. He brings a real strong work ethic 
and relentless puck pursuit. He wins a lot of battles,” head coach Jared 
Bednar said. “I described him the other day as fearless. He does a lot of 
heavy lifting for his linemates and he's able to play with those skilled 
players to help them produce.” 

All four of those deadline acquisitions are low-maintenance players who 
fit in seamlessly with the Avalanche. 

Given the injury issues the Avalanche have endured during the playoffs, 
it’s fair to wonder if they would be one win away from reaching the 
Stanley Cup Final and a date with either the New York Rangers or the 
Tampa Bay Lightning had Sakic not pulled the trigger on the 
aforementioned deals. 

“We have a significant amount of depth that we didn't have probably in 
previous years,” said Bednar, noting they played without key pieces 
through large stretches of the regular season as well. “Moreso than we 
had in years past, we found a way to get the job done without them. 
(We’ve had) different guys elevating their game. 

“Joe and his staff targeted guys that filled specific needs for our team. 
And those guys have all come in and filled those needs and in a lot of 
cases, exceeded expectations in my opinion. They've all played really 
well for us in their specific role in our team and made us a much deeper 
team, much more complete team and well-rounded. That's extremely 
important.” 

That depth will be tested once again on Monday as the Avalanche will be 
forced to play without centre Nazem Kadri, who was hit from behind by 
Evander Kane just 66 seconds into Game 3. 

Kane received a five-minute major for boarding but was not ejected, 
though he did receive a one-game suspension Sunday from the NHL 
Department of Player Safety. 

Kadri has been seen with a soft cast on his right hand/arm and is 
believed to be dealing with a broken thumb, though Bednar would neither 
confirm nor deny when asked specifically Sunday afternoon. 

"He's out for the series. Possibly longer,” said Bednar. “We should find 
that out in the next few days.” 

The Avalanche are also without goalie Darcy Kuemper (who left Game 2 
with an undisclosed upper-body injury) and defenceman Sam Girard 
(who was knocked out of Game 3 of the second round against the Blues 
with a broken sternum after getting hit by Ivan Barbashev). 

Forwards Andre Burakovsky and Nicolas Aube-Kubel have also blocked 
shots in the series and been forced to sit out, though Burakovsky 
seemed to be skating well during Sunday’s optional skate and could be 
an option to return for Game 4. 

Speaking of options, one of the things Bednar will consider is moving 
Mikko Rantanen from the wing to centre with Kadri unavailable — 
something he did earlier this season when Nathan MacKinnon and Kadri 
missed time with injuries. 

“I think I can do it. Obviously, it’s a little different, so make some 
adjustments,” said Rantanen, who has three goals and five points in the 
series. “But the coach makes the decisions and I’m just waiting to see 
what the decision is. 

"I’m ready to play whatever position. Maybe not D or goalie. But 
otherwise, I’m ready.” 

Staying ready has been a common theme for Avalanche players on the 
periphery of the lineup during the stretch run and the post-season and 

that healthy competition has seemed to keep guys on their respective 
toes, bringing out the best in both the individuals and the group. 

When past injuries have created opportunities, the Avalanche have the 
option of bringing in players with pedigree (like 2019 first-rounder Alex 
Newhook) or established NHLers (like Jack Johnson and Ryan Murray, 
who is the next D-man up) into the lineup rather than rely solely on call 
ups from the American Hockey League. 

“I believe that all of our players' hearts are in the right place and they're 
going to go out and play to the best of their ability,” said Bednar. “When 
you have players that have had success for you at different points during 
the season and in the playoffs, and they're sitting out, and those are 
tough decisions for a coach to make, you know that they're watching and 
learning and that they're getting prepared to come in and help you when 
they get the call. 

“You're getting a really hungry player to come in. We've seen that for us 
through the playoffs. It's a luxury that we probably didn't have like we 
have now.” 
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