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Exit Interviews: Don Waddell & Rod Brind'Amour 

President & General Manager, Head Coach reflect on the 
team's campaign and offer thoughts on what could be ahead 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - "It's disappointing to not continue to play, 
but the season certainly wasn't a disappointment." 

Perhaps no statement rings more true than Rod 
Brind'Amour's opening remarks from his end of season 
media availability. 

For over the span of nearly 20 minutes, both the head coach, 
as well as the team's President & General Manager, Don 
Waddell, fielded questions from the media, putting a bow on 
the 2021-22 campaign, plus the ensuing postseason. 

Free Agents 

The hottest topic of the conversation was the pending free 
agency of Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and Tony 
DeAngelo, among others. 

"We've got a lot of work to be done there," Waddell candidly 
offered on the subject. The team was already tight to the 
league's $81.5 million salary cap this year and now will have 
to try and find a way to make it all work financially for the 
next season. 

The biggest challenges are that the performances of 
Trocheck and Niederreiter may very well have earned them 
raises above their previous average annual values (AAV) 
and DeAngelo, who was playing on a one-year "show me" 
deal, appears to be in line for a big raise over that $1 million. 

Then, in addition to the above, Martin Necas and Steven 
Lorentz are restricted free agents (RFA) coming off of their 
entry-level deals. Ethan Bear (RFA), Derek Stepan, Brendan 
Smith, Ian Cole and Max Domi are all also headed for free 
agency as well. 

"We certainly hope they are both back, but it takes two 
sides," Waddell said of Trocheck and Niederreiter, two of the 
team's five 20-goal scorers this season. "We like our hockey 
club and those guys play key positions for us, key roles. It's 
in our best interest to see if we can bring them both back." 

The GM also had similar thoughts and praise for DeAngelo. 

"If you look at his regular season, he was one of the more 
dominant power play guys in the league. He was a really 
good factor for us on the blue line. Do we want to sign him? 
Yes. He's one year away from being an unrestricted free 
agent, so we'll get into that with his agent and see if there's 
common ground to do a multi-year agreement or not." 

"I want all of the guys back, [Don is the one] who has to 
figure it all out," Brind'Amour playfully said of the situation. 

"We've got a good group and I like the fact that we've come 
this far. Everyone here is leaving disappointed and that's 
good. We have to find the way to punch through." 

The NHL's Free Agency Signing Period begins on 
Wednesday, July 13 at 12 p.m. 

Martin Necas 

The 2017 first round selection met with reporters for the final 
time earlier in the day Thursday and admitted that this 
season was a step back for him. 

"[As a player], you always expect to get better. We were 
expecting bigger things from him this year and that didn't 
happen for whatever reason," Brind'Amour bluntly offered, 
before putting some of that onus on himself. "That's on me. 
My job is to get the guys to play at their best, and he didn't. 
So I have to figure that out." 

Necas had 14 goals in 72 games this season, an exact 
replica of his total from last year's shortened 56-game 
season. He also had 26 helpers, one fewer than last year. 

"He's such a talent that we have to figure that one out. We 
need more from him, we expect more," the head coach 
continued. 

The 23-year-old expressed during his exit interview a desire 
to play center next year, a change in pace from his spot at 
right wing this year. However, if the Canes are not able to get 
a deal done with Trocheck, could there be an opportunity 
there? 

"That's a tough position. You can't just say, 'Oh I want to play 
center'. That's one of the most important positions in the 
game. It's an option, definitely, but he has to earn it," 
Brind'Amour concluded with of his play. 

Jake Gardiner 

While end of season interviews have become synonymous 
with learning specifics of injuries that players fought through 
in the postseason, the biggest curveball of the day came on 
the other end of the spectrum for Carolina. 

When asked about the status of defenseman Jake Gardiner, 
Waddell said that the team obtained his medical records 
recently and he's been fully cleared to play. 

Gardiner missed the entirety of the 2021-22 season after it 
was announced in early September that he would need hip 
and back surgeries. 

"We expect that he's made a full recovery and he's able to 
continue to play hockey," Waddell said, on top of sharing that 
Gardiner and Canes Athletic Trainer Doug Bennett have 
been in communication. 
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Additional Quotes 

Waddell on if they're happy with the goaltending tandem of 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, both of whom are under 
contract for next season... 

"I think they proved all year. Freddie was outstanding until he 
got injured. Raanta was very good during the year and then 
he was called upon during the playoffs, the most games he'd 
ever started in a row. He gave us a chance every night, for 
the most part, to win, so I'd say we're very happy." 

Brind'Amour when asked if the team would be okay with 
moving Jesperi Kotkaniemi into a top nine center role, should 
Trocheck leave during free agency... 

"We want to get Tro back, there's no doubt about it. He's a 
great player for us, so that's a priority. Business is business. 

[Don and crew] have to figure that out, but KK has huge 
potential. I saw it grow during the year. All that remains to be 
seen, but there's a lot there." 

Waddell giving his thoughts on Seth Jarvis' spectacular 
rookie season... 

"If we back up to the start of training camp, probably most of 
us thought he was going to go back to junior for another 
year. Rod said he had to earn [a spot on the team], and he 
certainly earned it. Last year he only played a couple games 
(24) because of COVID and if you look at where he's at now 
in this point in his career, it's exciting. The young players that 
we have under contract right now give us a huge nucleus 
and building blocks. Seth is obviously going to be a big part 
of it."

 

 

 

Connor of Jets wins Lady Byng Trophy for gentlemanly conduct 

Forward had two minor penalties in 79 games this season 

By Jon Lane  

Kyle Connor of the Winnipeg Jets won the Lady Byng 
Trophy, which is awarded annually to the NHL player voted 
to best combine sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct and 
ability, on Monday. 

The 25-year-old is the first player in Jets/Atlanta Thrashers 
history to win the award. 

"It's such a great honor," Connor said. "I would love to thank 
my family and friends. They're always there whenever I need 
them, and you know, their unwavering support means the 
world to me." 

Connor, who was assessed two minor penalties in 79 
games, led Winnipeg and set NHL career highs in goals (47), 
assists (46) and points (93) this season. He also led Jets 
forwards in ice time per game (career-high 21:47) and was 
12th in the NHL in takeaways (66). 

"I think it's being smart with your feet, getting into the right 
positioning to be able to check with your stick," Connor said. 
"I just play my game, so in that aspect, is it hard not to take 
penalties? I don't think about it at all when I'm on the ice. It's 
just how I've always played the game and always will." 

Connor was one of three players to have fewer than 10 
penalty minutes while averaging at least 20:00 of ice time per 
game (minimum 50 games), joining Ryan Pulock of the New 
York Islanders and Mikey Anderson of the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

"This award, the way I view it, one of my favorite players 
growing up, being a Detroit kid watching the Red Wings 
every single night is Pavel Datsyuk. He had a run, winning 
'06, '07, '08, '09, four in a row Lady Byng trophies," Connor 
said. "For me, I tried to replicate and do everything he did. I'd 
watch a ton of YouTube videos. He was so creative and I just 
loved that. I tried play like Pavel Datsyuk as much as I could. 
To see it come full circle and get my name as the same 
trophy as him, it's pretty special." 

The award was presented this season by Lucie and Tanya 
Bossy, the wife and daughter of Mike Bossy, who died 
following a battle with lung cancer on April 15. 

Bossy, one of the greatest goal-scorers in NHL history who 
helped the New York Islanders win four straight Stanley Cup 
championships from 1980-83, won the Lady Byng Trophy 
three times (1983-84, 1986). 

"I came across something my father wrote in his book about 
his first experience winning the Lady Byng Trophy, and I 
thought I could share that with you," Tanya Bossy said. "He 
wrote, 'I won my first Lady Byng Trophy as the League's 
most gentlemanly player. I was happy to get the Lady Byng, 
but I didn't understand what I did that particular year that I 
hadn't done in years past.' 

"So I think that captures everything about my dad. He was 
out one way in his everyday life, and one way on the ice, 
showing sportsmanship and being a gentleman was in his 
blood. It was just the way he was and the way he acted in his 
life. He definitely set up a high standard for everyone to look 
up to for strength, courage and growth, and as a three-time 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

recipient of this award, it is evident that my father considered 
sportsmanship as being an important part of the game." 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin and 
Minnesota Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon were the other 
finalists. Slavin won the award last season.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Most intriguing restricted free agent situations 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we shift 
our focus to the upcoming class of restricted free agents for 
the 2022 offseason. 

Specifically, we are looking at the most intriguing RFA 
situations that need to be settled. 

Just to emphasize this at the front: These rankings are not a 
ranking of the best RFAs in terms of who is the better player 
or the best players. They are a ranking of the most 
interesting situations regarding team salary cap space, what 
type of contract the player might be looking for, how much 
the team should (or can) invest, whether or not a trade is an 
option, no qualifying offer, or even potentially an offer sheet. 
Yeah, that is a very subjective ranking. But these are the 
NHL Power Rankings after all. 

Which restricted free agents are we most intrigued by this 
summer? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings!! 

1. Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames. How the Flames 
navigate this offseason is going to be fascinating to watch 
because they have some major players up for new contracts 
including Tkachuk (RFA), Andrew Mangiapane (RFA), and 
Johnny Gaudreau (UFA). How are they going to navigate all 
of this? Gaudreau and Tkachuk were one of the best duos in 
the league this season and completely dominant together on 
the Flames’ top line. Tkachuk should be in line for a major 
extension, but with only $26 million in cap space to fill half of 
a roster how can they pay him and still manage to keep 
Gaudreau and build a deep team around them? Going to be 
aa challenge. 

2. Kevin Fiala, Minnesota Wild. Speaking of challenges, say 
hello to the Minnesota Wild. Fiala has been one of the Wild’s 
best players since coming over in a trade with Nashville and 
he is due for a new contract this offseason as an RFA. But 
the Wild’s salary cap situation is a mess for the next couple 
of years and is going to take some major creativity to keep 
the players they want. Do they deal somebody else (Matt 
Dumba?) to keep Fiala? Or does Fiala get dealt to somebody 
else that has more salary cap space to pay him? 

3. Patrik Laine, Columbus Blue Jackets. The Blue Jackets 
have a pretty good long-term outlook with Cole Sillinger, 
Zach Werenski, Adam Boqvist, and another top-six pick this 
season as a potential long-term core. Laine is the guy that 
can really be a game-changer for them. He rebounded in a 
huge way this season and started to again look like the 
superstar he was on track to be early in his career. But can 
the Blue Jackets get him signed to a long-term deal? If they 
can, that is one heck of a building block for your core. 

4. Pierre-Luc Dubois, Winnipeg Jets. Like Laine (the player 
he was traded for), Dubois had a nice bounce back season 
in Winnipeg and is due for a new contract this offseason. 
Contract talks have reportedly not begun yet leading to some 
speculation that he could be on the trade block again. His 
size, skill, and age make him an intriguing player because he 
has No. 1 center ability. 

5. Brock Boeser, Vancouver Canucks. The Canucks are a 
fascinating team this offseason because nobody really 
knows what direction they are going in. They were much 
improved under Bruce Boudreau, but they still have some 
salary cap complications and have an entirely new front 
office that might want to shake things up. Boeser was 
reportedly on the trade block at times this past season. 
Could he be there again this summer? 

6. Jason Robrertson, Dallas Stars. The intrigue here: How 
much is he going to get? Robertson has become the engine 
that drives the Stars and he is already blossoming into one of 
the league’s must-see star talents. Dallas should be locking 
him up now. 

7. Ilya Samsonov, Washington Capitals. What are the 
Capitals going to do in goal? They have tried the Samsonov-
Vitek Vanecek duo for two years now with unspectacular 
results and both are restricted free agents this offseason. 
Samsonov was supposed to be the goalie of the future but 
things have simply not worked out that way at all. What sort 
of investment do you even make here? 

8. Jesse Puljujarvi, Edmonton Oilers. Puljujarvi has become 
an excellent player for the Oilers that does everything 
reasonably well. Every line he plays on is better with him on 
it. The only problem: He does not actually score a lot of the 
goals himself. That can still change, and if it does, the Oilers 
have another star on their hands. This might be a case 
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where a long-term deal could end up being team-friendly for 
the Oilers in the future. 

9. Andrew Mangiapane, Calgary Flames. Mangiapane has 
gotten progressively better each year he has been in the 
league and had a breakout season this year for the Flames. 
He is one of their many players due for a new contract this 
offseason and will further complicate their offseason. This is 
a situation where if offer sheets were more prevalent he 
would be a good target. 

10. Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars. Oettinger ended up taking 
over the Stars’ No. 1 goalie spot and was their best player in 
the playoffs, nearly stealing a series against the Calgary 
Flames. His track record to this point is still relatively limited. 
How bold do the Stars get here with a new contract? 

11. Dylan Strome, Chicago Blackhawks. Strome has become 
a solid player for Chicago, but the Blackhawks short-term 
outlook is such a mess you really can not be sure that 
anybody on the roster is safe from a trade. Is he somebody 
that Chicago thinks can still contribute to its next playoff 
team? Or does he have more trade value this offseason than 
actual on-ice value on a new contract? 

12. Kasperi Kapanen, Pittsburgh Penguins. All of the talent, 
and the Penguins have invested a ton of resources and 
assets in him, but the production is just not consistent. He 
came on strong late in the season and the playoffs, but was 
that enough to get him a qualifying offer and new contract in 
an offseason where the Penguins have some major 
decisions to make? 

13. Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes. One of the many 
young players in Carolina with high upside that has helped 
make them one of the best teams in the league. Basically I 
just want to see Montreal and Carolina continue their offer 
sheet battle with another one this offseason. 

14. Alexandar Georgiev, New York Rangers. Igor Shesterkin 
is obviously the guy in New York (duh), but what is 
Georgiev’s future? He has a ton of talent, but his production 

was not there this season. Could he still be a starter for 
somebody? Does he have trade value to the Rangers? 

15. Filip Zadina, Detroit Red Wings. Zadina just has not quite 
put it together for the Red Wings, and he is starting to reach 
an age where it is going to have to happen sooner rather 
than later. Is he still part of their long-term future? And in 
what role? 

16. Denis Gurianov, Dallas Stars. When Gurianov is on the 
ice good things tend to happen. But the Stars do not usually 
put him on the ice as much as they should. I want to see 
what he can do with a fresh start somewhere else. 

17. Jesper Bratt, New Jersey Devils. Bratt has been a good 
young player for the Devils for a few years now, but he really 
took a massive step forward this season. Are the Devils 
confident he is going to be that player going forward? If they 
are, this is the time to sign him long-term. 

18. Arturri Lehkonen, Colorado Avalanche. Lehkonen is an 
absolutely perfect fit for the way the Avalanche play and has 
been a wonderful addition to this roster. But Colorado has a 
ton of free agents this offseason (both restricted and 
unrestricted) and has to figure out how to juggle all of that. 
Where does Lehkonen fit in that mix beyond this season? 

19. Joshua Norris, Ottawa Senators. Norris has become a 
key part of the Senators’ core and is helping to make the Erik 
Karlsson trade look like a significant win for them. They have 
locked up several of their young players to long-term deals. 
Norris should join that group, and it should not be a problem 
to make that happen. 

20. Adrian Kempe, Los Angeles Kings. After scoring at a 10-
15 goal pace over the first few years of his career, Kempe 
was one of the Kings players to break out this season with a 
35-goal effort to help drive them to a surprising playoff berth. 
He is still 25 years old, right in his peak years for production, 
and the Kings have taken a step forward and should be 
consistent playoff contenders. The question for the Kings is 
can they count on him to consistently score 30 goals, or was 
this season an outlier?
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Leivo, Wolves seize 2-0 series lead 

Josh Leivo's breakaway with 17 seconds left wins Game 2  

Josh Leivo’s breakaway goal with 17.2 seconds remaining 
lifted the Chicago Wolves to a 3-2 victory over the Stockton 
Heat in Game 2 of the Western Conference Finals Monday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Rookie forwards Jack Drury and Noel Gunler also scored 
goals and David Gust handed out two assists for the Wolves 
(8-1), who took a 2-0 lead in the best-of-7 series despite 
finishing with a postseason-low 21 shots on goal. 

Stockton (6-3) held the puck just inside its offensive zone 
when a turnover sent the puck skittering to the middle of the 
ice for Leivo, who had been stopped by goaltender Dustin 
Wolf on a similar breakaway in the second period. The next 
time around, the AHL’s leader in postseason goals and 
points beat Wolf stick-side. 

“I had that breakaway in the second and went low-glove and 
he made a good save,” Leivo said. “Coming down on (the 
next) one, I looked up and kind of saw the hole right side 
low-blocker. I was going to think ‘deke,’ but once I saw that I 
just released it and fortunate to go in.” 

“Credit to him,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 
“He scores big goals when you need him to.” 

Just as the Wolves owned the final 17 seconds of the game, 
they owned the first 17 seconds as well. 

Drury delivered the fastest opening goal in Wolves 
postseason history to stake Chicago to a 1-0 lead. David 
Gust battled a Heat forward for the puck in front of the 
penalty box and knocked it ahead to Drury, who headed 
down the left wing to start a 2-on-1 rush. He glanced at 
teammate Josh Jacobs, noticed Stockton’s defenseman 
sliding to the ice and went top-shelf 17 seconds into the 
night. 

Stockton responded with Eetu Tuulola’s shorthanded goal 
6:57 into the first. Tuulola steered his way through three 
Wolves, headed to the right circle and fired a wrister that 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov blocked — but it popped over 
his shoulder and landed across the goal line for a 1-1 knot. 

The Heat grabbed its first lead at 7:20 of the second as 
Justin Kirkland started the rush behind his own net, accepted 
a pass from Luke Philp in the neutral zone and turned on the 
jets to find open space in the left circle for a rising wrister. 

The Wolves answered with the 20-year-old Gunler’s first 
postseason goal as a pro. CJ Smith accelerated into the 
offensive zone near the end of a power play and rimmed the 
puck behind the Stockton net. Gust hit the defender trying to 
clear it then, with one hand on his stick, steered a pass to 
Gunler on the doorstep to surprise Wolf and make it 2-2 at 
11:00 of the second. 

That’s where the game stood — thanks in part to an 
extraordinary kick save by defenseman Jalen Chatfield — 
until Leivo’s heroics in the final seconds. 

Kochetkov (1-0), making his AHL postseason debut after 
spending the last six weeks with the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, rejected 33 shots to earn the win. Wolf (6-3) 
posted 18 saves. 

The Wolves fly to California to prepare for Game 3 at 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday at Stockton Arena. If the series requires 
more than five games, then the Wolves will host Game 6 on 
Tuesday, June 14, and Game 7 on Wednesday, June 15. 
For the best ticket specials, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/exit-interviews-don-waddell-and-rod-brindamour/c-334491336 
https://www.nhl.com/news/jets-kyle-connor-wins-lady-byng-trophy/c-334507326 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/06/06/nhl-power-rankings-most-intriguing-restricted-free-agent-situations/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/06/leivo-wolves-seize-2-0-series-lead/ 
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1247071 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Is answer to Hurricanes’ need for more offense already on the roster? 
Who could it be? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JUNE 06, 2022 5:29 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes might be looking to add a scoring forward 
before next season, someone who can produce, say, 25 or more goals, 
be a finisher and put some pop in the lineup. 

It could come from a trade. It could come in free agency. 

But what if that player already is on the roster? 

Martin Necas is a likable guy with an agreeable demeanor. That’s off the 
ice. On it, Necas’ critics say he’s not mean enough, a player with tons of 
speed and skill but one unwilling to do the dirty work in tough places. 

Didn’t happen. 

“For me personally, it was like a step back from the last season,” Necas 
said this week. 

Necas had 14 goals and 40 points in 78 games, and probably got as 
much attention for playing a golf round with singer Harry Styles before 
the season as he did for his play during the season. Including the 14 
playoff games, he scored once in his last 30 games — the regular-
season finale against New Jersey. 

Necas had five assists in the playoffs as the Canes fell in the second 
round to the New York Rangers, and was so ineffective at times there 
was speculation he might be scratched. 

“Obviously it was a disappointing season for me,” Necas said. “I just 
couldn’t get into it. I’ve got to help the team more, got to produce way 
more. That’s what everyone kind of expects from me, and I didn’t do it.” 

“I was trying my best but sometimes it’s not going your way,” he said. 
“And then confidence is a big thing in hockey. I don’t know. Maybe it was 
too much in my head. I was thinking ‘You’ve got to get on the scoresheet’ 
and it wasn’t happening much. 

“It was a tough season but next year is a new year and I’m going to have 
a great summer and get ready for that.” 

Preparation is one thing. A restricted free agent, Necas and the team 
must also come to terms on a contract. 

“I would love to stay,” Necas said. “We’ve got to figure everything out this 
summer. I hope it will end good for both ways and I’ll be here next year.” 

Carolina Hurricanes’ rookie Martin Necas (88) takes a breather with on 
the bench during the third period against the New York Islanders on 
Thursday, October 4, 2018 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Left unsaid: if the two sides can’t figure it out, Necas could be 
somewhere else next season. 

The Canes made Necas the 12th pick of the 2017 NHL draft, bringing in 
the slender forward who could be blur on the ice and had some slick 
moves and sick hands. 

After making his NHL debut with the Canes in 2017-18, he was sent back 
home to the Czech Extraliga. He played seven games with Carolina the 
next season and was assigned to the Charlotte Checkers, then the 
Canes’ American Hockey League affiliate. 

Drafted as a center, he played the wing in Charlotte. He also was a part 
of a championship team when the Checkers won the 2019 Calder Cup. 

Necas never hit a good stride this season. He played right wing on 
different lines. His minutes varied. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour used 
him on the power play, and at times as a penalty killer, but at other times 
kept him on the bench. 

“Me and Roddy, we’ve got to trust each other a little more,” Necas said. 
“I’ve got to show him I can play in those minutes when it really matters, 
and that’s what I would like to play. 

“It was tough. I was going in the lineup like up and down. I had my 
chances but it was hard for me to get going.” 

“It’s good he got the message,” Brind’Amour said. “When you go back to 
the year you’re always expecting to get better and we expected better 
things from him and it didn’t happen for him, for whatever reason. It’s on 
me and my job to get him to play to his best and he didn’t. So I’ve got to 
figure that out, but he knows he’s got to be better.” 

News Observer LOADED: 06.07.2022 
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Down Goes Brown: Which team makes the best roster of stars who won 
a Cup somewhere else? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

We’re down to four teams left in the playoffs, and that list feels like it’s 
about to get even shorter. Soon, we’ll have our final two, and the odds 
are that your team is probably long gone. Maybe they were never around 
to start with. 

But maybe a few of their former players are. That’s always a bittersweet 
storyline for a hockey fan. Assuming the player left on good terms, you 
still have some loyalty and might want to see them do well. But watching 
a player win a Cup somewhere else when they couldn’t do it for your 
favorite team isn’t exactly ideal. You’re happy for them. You just can’t 
help but think of what might have been. 
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Today, let’s celebrate those guys with a simple question: Which team can 
build the best six-man roster out of guys who won the Stanley Cup 
somewhere else? 

I like this topic because it feels like one of those questions that just about 
every fan base probably thinks they’ll do well in because we all think this 
happens to our team more than most. We’ll see about that. But first, a 
few ground rules: 

We’re looking for three forwards, two defensemen and a goalie, without 
worrying about position beyond that. 

We’re looking for players who had an impact with a team, then left and 
won their first Stanley Cup somewhere else. If they won a Cup with your 
team first and then won another somewhere else, that obviously doesn’t 
count. Neither do guys who already had a ring before they arrived on 
your team. 

You get credit for whatever the player did with your team. So the longer 
they stuck around, and the higher their peak when they were there, the 
better. A big-name superstar won’t help you much if they only had a brief 
cameo with your team. 

Finally, we’re only looking at Cups won as a player — going somewhere 
else and winning as a scout or a coach or whatever doesn’t count. 

As always, I’ll aim to do 10 teams or so and then turn it over to you in the 
comments to add any additional contenders. 

It should go without saying that some teams will make for better options 
here than others. Teams that have been around longer have more 
runway to work with, and teams that go long stretches without Cups will 
also have a big advantage. 

Wait, did I just accidentally design a roster-building game where the 
Maple Leafs are the team to beat? I might have, so let’s start with them… 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

They haven’t won any Cups since 1967. Did you know that? It doesn’t 
get brought up all that often. 

Forwards: Lanny McDonald, Phil Kessel, Vincent Damphousse 

Defensemen: Tomas Kaberle, Carl Gunnarsson 

Goalie: Bernie Parent 

The Maple Leafs start us off with a strong team, although maybe not 
quite as strong as you would have thought. Their Original Six era stars all 
won Cups in Toronto, and many of the biggest names since never won at 
all, which takes out guys like Mats Sundin, Darryl Sittler, Borje Salming 
and Wendel Clark. 

Still, we’ve got some strong talent to work with, starting with Hall of 
Famer McDonald, who had to wait until his final year in Calgary to write 
an OGWAC redemption story. Kessel went straight from Toronto to back-
to-back Cups, and Tomas Kaberle only took a few months to get a ring 
after the Leafs sent him to Boston. I gave the third forward spot to the 
criminally underrated Damphousse, although we could have also gone 
with Tyler Bozak, Gary Leeman or Eddie Olczyk, and Nazem Kadri might 
lay claim to the job in a few weeks. 

The weakness here is the second blue line spot, and our goalie isn’t as 
impressive as it seems since we’re only getting two seasons of Parent 
before he headed back to Philadelphia to become a superstar. All in all, 
the Leafs aren’t bad, but they’re certainly beatable. As always. 

Let’s try another Original Six team … 

Chicago Blackhawks 

We don’t have any recent names because they foolishly won multiple 
Cups in the last decade, but a 49-year drought should give us something 
to work with. 

Forwards: Denis Savard, Steve Larmer, Phil Esposito 

Defensemen: Allan Stanley, Cy Wentworth 

Goalie: Eddie Belfour 

We get off to a good start up front with two stars from the 1980s, with 
Savard getting his Cup in Montreal in 1993 and Larmer following the next 
year in New York. We’re only getting Esposito’s first four seasons, 
though, so it’s just the 60-point kid and not the 70-goal monster. 

The blue line isn’t good; remember, Chris Chelios had a Cup from 
Montreal before he arrived, so him getting another in Detroit after he 
leaves doesn’t help us. Doug Wilson never won a Cup, and neither did 
long-time Hawks like Bob Murray or Keith Magnuson, so we’re 
scrambling to fill the defense slots (and not getting anything close to 
Stanley’s best years). But we’ve very strong in net thanks to Belfour’s 
Cup in Dallas, so it balances out into a very solid entry. 

We’ll come back to the Original Six, but let’s try some of the expansion-
era teams. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

We’re closing in on five decades without a Cup, so we should have 
plenty to work with. 

Forwards: Rick Tocchet, Rod Brind’Amour, Jeff Carter 

Defensemen: Kimmo Timonen, Braydon Coburn 

Goalie: Ken Wregget 

The goalie spot is weird here. As best I can tell, of the 27 goalies who’ve 
ever played even 40 games for the Flyers, only three ever won Cups: 
Bernie Parent and Wayne Stephenson, who were the Flyers’ duo for the 
mid-70s, and Wregget, who went on to Pittsburgh and pretty much gets 
this job by default. 

The rest of the roster is solid, even though Claude Giroux couldn’t punch 
his ticket this year. We’ve got lots of talent up front and could also swap 
in Mike Richards or Simon Gagne thanks to the Kings, or Brayden 
Schenn from the Blues. The blue line doesn’t have quite the star power, 
but it’s filled with OGWAC-y goodness, so we’ll take it. This is a solid 
squad. 

Let’s try another team from the 1967 expansion … 

St. Louis Blues 

Another team that went through a long drought, and this one will have a 
few legitimate superstars. 

Forwards: Brett Hull, Doug Gilmour, T.J. Oshie 

Defensemen: Chris Pronger, Rob Ramage 

Goalie: Rick Wamsley 

Hull and Pronger give us the best one-two punch we’ve seen so far, with 
both guys winning Hart Trophies and spending a big chunk of their Blues 
careers in the best-in-the-world conversation at their position. The depth 
around them is very good, so much so that we’re not even using short 
stints from Brendan Shanahan or Scott Stevens. 

The weakness is in goal, where the Blues like to bring in guys after 
they’ve won Cups. Wamsley’s fine, although this would have looked 
better if Curtis Joseph or Mike Liut had gone on to win a Cup. If the 
Lightning make it a threepeat then we’ll see if Brian Elliott might take this 
spot. For now, Wamsley rounds out a team I like a lot. 

One more 1967 expansion cousin… 

Los Angeles Kings 

Before they won Cups in 2012 and 2014, they were another long-drought 
team. 

Forwards: Luc Robitaille, Butch Goring, Bill Flett 
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Defensemen: Rob Blake, Larry Murphy 

Goalie: Glenn Healey 

The goaltending kills us again, as Jonathan Quick obviously can’t help, 
Rogie Vachon and Rollie Melanson already had Cups before arriving in 
L.A. and most of the other big names never won one. Healey was always 
dependable, but only had a few years as a King, so we’re weak here. 

Beyond that, though, I like this squad. We’ve got Hall-of-Famers in Kings’ 
legends Robitaille and Blake (plus a few early years of Murphy), and 
Goring is one of the classic guys that got away who fits the vibe we’re 
going for. 

We’ll continue our march through expansion history with a stop in 1970 
… 

Buffalo Sabres 

I’m not sure how they’ll do here, but watch out for them in next week’s 
piece, “guys who went on to actually make the playoffs with other teams.” 

Forwards: Alexander Mogilny, Dave Andreychuk, Ryan O’Reilly 

Defensemen: Brian Campbell, Richard Smehlik 

Goalie: Dominik Hasek 

Hoo boy. This might be our best team yet, right? 

Hasek is obviously the key. We can argue over whether he’s the greatest 
goalie of the post-expansion era (he is), but he’s easily the best who 
qualifies for these rosters. Thank you, Brett Hull’s skate in the crease. 
And we have a Vezina-winning Tom Barrasso as our backup. 

Other than that, we’ve got a 600-goal Hall of Famer in Andreychuk, who 
finally got his Cup with the 2004 Lightning, plus another guy who 
absolutely should be in the HHOF in Mogilny (including his 76-goal 
peak), and O’Reilly’s strong two-way game. 

On the blue line, Campbell was a legitimate star, and Smehlik was very 
good in Buffalo for a long time before sneaking onto the 2003 Devils in 
his final season. With guys like Uwe Krupp and Miroslav Satan available 
as depth, I’m calling this the best team we’ve seen so far. 

Let’s keep going… 

Washington Capitals 

They arrived in the NHL in 1974 and started getting NHL-caliber players 
sometime around 1982. 

Forwards: Bob Carpenter, Ryan Walter, Nick Kypreos 

Defensemen: Scott Stevens, Sergei Gonchar 

Goalie: Cristobel Huet 

The Caps are a deeply frustrating team for this exercise because their 
three best options are all defensemen: Stevens, Gonchar and Larry 
Murphy. We’ll see if we can trade Murphy for a goalie since we barely 
have one; Huet played just one partial season in Washington before 
heading to Chicago. 

Up front, the best players in Capitals’ history either won a Cup there in 
2018 or never won one at all (including Peter Bondra, Dale Hunter, 
Dennis Maruk and Mike Gartner). We can find a few decent 1980s 
names. Otherwise, this team is a blue line and not much else. And in this 
case, one out of three is pretty bad. 

We’re clearly getting worse as we go further along the timeline, and logic 
tells us that it should be hard to find all that much among the teams that 
arrived after the WHA expansion, but it’s always fun to try. Let’s dip into 
one recent franchise to see if we can make a dent before we go back to 
the Original Six to close it out … 

Ottawa Senators 

Star players always seem to want out, but do they land in the right place 
to get a ring? 

Forwards: Marian Hossa, Antoine Vermette, Chris Kelly 

Defensemen: Zdeno Chara, Stan Neckar 

Goalie: Ray Emery 

Jason Spezza would have helped here, but this team still gets off to a 
great start with Chara and Hossa. We run out of steam after that, 
although check back in a few weeks and see if we can add Mika 
Zibanejad to the squad. 

That’s about as far as we can go into modern times, as it gets amusingly 
difficult to fill out a roster for the more recent teams. (Fun fact: As best I 
can tell, the only goalie in Wild history to ever win a Cup anywhere is 
Marc-Andre Fleury.) That’s fine because we’re hitting the homestretch, 
so it’s time to head back to the big guns of the Original Six. 

We won’t bother with the Canadiens, because up until 1993 they won 
often enough that their team would stink. The Red Wings are a better 
option, and they do get off to a strong start with Glenn Hall in goal. But 
they don’t make as much hay out of their 40-plus year drought as you 
might expect thanks to the utter writeoff of the Darkness with Harkness 
era; if any of you Detroit fans want to take a swing at building something 
around Petr Klima and Joe Murphy, be my guest, but I was coming up 
empty. 

Instead, we’ll wrap up with two teams … 

New York Rangers 

With just one solitary Cup since 1940 (for now), this should be about as 
fertile ground as we can find. 

Forwards: Andy Bathgate, Tomas Sandström, Tony Leswick 

Defensemen: Ryan McDonagh, Jack Evans 

Goalie: Gump Worsley 

This team is… fine? It’s good. It’s just not as good as I was thinking the 
Rangers would be able to put together. Worsley is a great start in goal, 
especially since we get a full decade of his work before he heads off to 
win four Cups in Montreal. But the skaters are just OK, in part because 
the Rangers had fewer true superstars than any other Original Six team, 
and partly because the ones they did have tended to stick around for 
their whole careers. So we end up with a mix of old-timers you may not 
know and borderline stars from the modern era. New York turns out to be 
a team where winners go to end their careers, not to start them. 

Huh. The Rangers were a bit of a dud. Let’s see if the same is true of our 
last team, one you might have wondered about this whole time… 

Boston Bruins 

Did they ever have a guy go win a Cup somewhere else? That seems to 
ring a bell. 

Forwards: Craig MacTavish, Geoff Courtnall, Mike Krushelnyski 

Defensemen: Ray Bourque, Glen Wesley 

Goalie: Bill Ranford 

The Bruins get off to a great start with Bourque, the best OGWAC story 
of all time, and quite possibly the second-best defenseman who ever 
lived. We get 21 years of service from him, making him arguably the 
single best player on any roster we’ve seen, with Hasek as the only other 
guy in the ballpark. Wesley’s seven years in Boston are more than 
adequate for our second slot. 

Up front, we need to drill down on that gap between 1972 and 2011, 
which in theory should give us more than enough to work with. We don’t 
find much at all, though, as Joe Thornton lets the Bruins down once 
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again. Instead, it’s three recognizable names who didn’t do all that much 
in Boston before going on to win Cups in Edmonton. 

Ken Dryden never played for the Bruins so he can’t help us in goal, but 
we at least have a solid option in another Oiler, Bill Ranford. He should 
probably get some bonus points because his Cup win in 1990 not only 
came against the Bruins but also saw him win the Conn Smythe. 

This is a really good team. But is it good enough to beat Hasek and the 
Sabres for the title? I don’t think it is. Man, it’s Ray Bourque trying to 
carry this Boston team without enough talent around him to pull it off. 
Sounds familiar. 

Now it’s over to you. If you’ve got a roster you want to make, a name you 
think I’ve missed somewhere, or just a thought on which of these teams 
you’d take over Buffalo, let me know in the comments. 
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What do NHL Draft prospects think of their scouting reports? We asked 
them 

 

Max Bultman 

 

During his draft year, U.S. National Team Development Program center 
Frank Nazar asked his parents, adviser and those around him not to talk 
to him about the draft. 

It’s hard to imagine not being at least somewhat curious about your draft 
stock, and Nazar said after the season he did finally take a peek at where 
he sat in some public rankings. But for prospects, caring about your 
future and focusing on the present can be a difficult balance to strike. 
Youngstown (USHL) forward Adam Ingram was another 2022 draft 
eligible player who said he tried not to look at scouting reports for himself 
during the season, only to see them anyway via messages from his 
friends. 

But by the time the NHL Draft Combine rolls around, it’s basically 
inevitable. Prospects arrive in Buffalo, one month out from the draft, and 
meet with teams — by which point, if they don’t already know what 
outside opinions exist about them, they’re about to. 

So, this year, we decided to see what some of those players thought of 
The Athletic’s Corey Pronman’s take on their games, by reading them 
Pronman’s report and asking them to respond. 

It should be noted, all 11 prospects we asked to do this deserve major 
kudos just for being willing to participate. It takes courage to listen to a 
scouting report about yourself, and, in some cases, be willing to push 
back. 

So, with that, here’s what 11 of this year’s NHL draft prospects thought of 
Pronman’s scouting report on them (sometimes bit by bit, sometimes as 
a whole). 

Note: some exchanges below have been lightly edited for clarity and 
length 

Matthew Savoie, C/W, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on his stick 
and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent passer who 
can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate, and make tough plays 
under duress. 

I think that reflects on my hockey IQ. The way I see the ice, the way I 
make reads on defenders. Always having my head up and seeing where 

the defenders are moving, where their sticks are. I think that allows me to 
have the success in the offensive zone. 

He has very good hands to maneuver in traffic. He has good speed to 
beat opponents wide, and he has a shot that can score from range. 

Yeah I think my tool box, I can score from different ways, beat defenders 
different ways, attacking with speed, using my hands, using my agility. I 
think that was pretty good. 

Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes hard and wins a surprising 
amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have incredible speed for a 5-
foot-9 player, so he may be moved to the wing in the NHL, but regardless 
I see him as a very good top-six forward. 

Yeah, I think I have a high compete level, like to go into battles, like to be 
engaged. I think I’m a pretty elite skater — don’t think there’s too many 
guys that can skate with me, that are as fast as me and agile as me, but 
you know, it’s opinions. 

Did teams talk to you about center or wing? 

Yeah, pretty much every team I talked to asked me. But I just told them I 
feel really comfortable with both positions. Last year in Dubuque played 
wing, played center in Winnipeg this year. Flip-flopped back and forth 
pretty much every year before that. So really comfortable with both 
positions, and just willing to leave it up to my coach. 

And then there’s little individual grades on each tool, and a comp. So it’s: 
Skating, above NHL Average; Puck skills, NHL average; Hockey sense, 
above NHL average; Compete, above NHL average; Shot, above NHL 
average. And the comp is Jaden Schwartz. Any quibbles there? 

I think that’s — really happy with that. Obviously getting some good 
recognition, good ratings. But I think this is just where the work starts. It 
still takes a lot of work, and a lot of effort to make that jump to the NHL 
and be an effective NHL player. 

Frank Nazar, C/W, U.S. NTDP 

Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks ideal NHL 
size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, shows no 
fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive zone. He can 
make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his offense comes 
from the high percentage areas. 

OK. Is that your analysis? 

It’s not mine, but you can critique it if you want.  

I think it was a good analysis, a lot of the things that I kind of said in that 
meeting. I like the way they said I’m not afraid to go to the net, I’m not 
afraid to get to the inside, and a lot of my plays are in the high-
percentage (areas) because that’s kind of how I like to go. From the 
creative side, I think that’s kind of underrated on me. They don’t really 
realize too many creative plays that I can make. And I think whatever 
team drafts me, the more they get to watch me play and the more I get to 
play with them, I guess, they’re going to realize that it’s up there. 

And then the last line is, Nazar’s great speed helps him get to the net and 
turn around a lot of defenders. He projects as a third-line center with a 
chance to be a No. 2. 

(Laughs) I don’t know if I’m a big fan of that one. I think it’s a little low-
balling it. I feel like for sure I can get at least to a No. 2, and I’m going to 
push for a No. 1. And kind of like I said, I feel like I can bring a lot of stuff 
like Brayden Point, and I mean look at him. He’s working out. And teams 
like to underestimate my size. They say it’s a disadvantage, but it’s really 
an advantage, because think about it: Those bigger guys aren’t moving 
as quick as me. I’m going to be harder to hit, because I’m smaller and 
they’re bigger, so I just end up going around them. 

And I’m going to just work harder than them and I think moving forward 
it’s just going to be kind of like Brayden Point. I’m going to bring what he 
brings to my team, and I’m going to push for that 2 or No. 1 spot. 
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Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and is 
aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure easily 
and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly skilled, 
and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good offensive 
IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the puck. He 
also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the power play with 
his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to use 
his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. 

He can be a little too aggressive at times trying to create offense when 
he leaves his defensive position. He projects as a top-four defenseman 
with the potential to play high in the lineup. 

What do you think overall? 

Yeah, I agree with this. 

Seamus Casey, RHD, U.S. NTDP 

Casey has NHL-caliber skating and skill. His ability to skate pucks out of 
trouble and up the ice is quite noticeable. He has good hands to 
maneuver in tight areas and make skilled rushes. On the power play, he 
displays good poise and vision to make plays, and can make strong 
outlets too. 

Anything so far? 

I think that’s accurate. I think those are some of the skills that I have. I 
love skating with the puck. I use my skating all over the ice, so I’d say 
that’s pretty accurate. 

I wouldn’t call him truly dynamic with the puck, which leaves some scouts 
wondering, as a small defenseman, what his NHL role will be. He 
defends well enough in junior due to his skating. But for a 5-foot-10 
defenseman, his defending will be the question as he advances levels. I 
project him as a full-time, third-pair defenseman. 

What do you think of that? 

I think any time you’re a defenseman under six-foot, people are going to 
have questions about your ability to defend. For me it hasn’t been a 
problem, and offensively I don’t think I’ve come close to my potential yet. 
There’s still so much to go there. With defending, it’s all about leverage, 
and I’ve learned how to use my leverage to defend bigger guys. I don’t 
see that being a problem ever. It’s all about your position, your 
awareness. 

What do teams want to know about that aspect? 

In terms of my defending? 

Yeah. 

They just want to know that you’re strong enough, that you’re smart 
enough, and that you’re consistent enough. 

Jonathan Lekkerimäki, W, Djurgården (SHL) 

Lekkerimäki is a skilled winger who has various offensive elements in his 
game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He’s a goal-scoring 
threat from the face-off dots, with a hard, accurate wrist shot and a one-
timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good speed, 
hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays, but those 
aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too much 
on his best asset, and plays too much on the perimeter, which isn’t ideal 
for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimäki projects as a quality top six 
winger. 

What do you think of that? 

I agree. 

Completely? 

Yeah, I think so. 

Even the parts that you lean too much on the shot? 

Yeah, maybe sometimes. 

It also grades your individual tools. So skating, NHL average; puck skills, 
NHL average; hockey sense, NHL average; shot, high-end; compete, 
below NHL average. Do you think you have below NHL average 
compete? 

Yeah, I think so. I can improve it more. 

Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgården (Sweden Jrs.) 

Calling Ohgren a goal-scorer isn’t a new observation given his stats this 
season. He’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. He has 
great hands, and can create offense through his skill. He generates a lot 
of offense around the high-percentage areas because of his strength and 
competitiveness. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from range. He’s 
smart enough with the puck to move it well, but is more of a shooter and 
worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from scouts who 
like it, but I’ve never seen a player who separates with speed. He 
projects as a top-nine winger. 

What do you think? 

I think that sums up pretty good. I think I’m a little bit better skater than it 
says, and obviously I’m working hard to get on a top-six forward role, but 
yeah it sums up pretty good who I am as a player. 

Rieger Lorenz, LW, Okotoks (AJHL) 

Lorenz is a big winger with high skill level. He has loose, quick hands, 
and can manipulate the puck easily. 

Mm-hmm. 

Those hands are evident in how he stick-handles and his release, as he 
is a threat to score from range with his wrist shot. Lorenz isn’t the most 
cerebral player, though, and can lean on his shot too much. He skates 
fine and shows good flashes of quickness, but doesn’t often pull away 
from checks. He projects as a bottom-six winger. 

Yeah, I mean, I agree with that — I think my size and skill combo is 
something that I have going for me, something that’s kind of unique in my 
game. I’d obviously like to improve my physicality for my size, especially 
playing NCAA next year. But yeah, NCAA projectable, up and down the 
lineup, I think I’m skilled enough to play with the top guys, but I think I’m 
tenacious enough to play with the bottom six. 

How similar or different was that to the feedback you got from teams this 
week? 

I think it’s pretty similar. Obviously you kind of take a look at that, kind of 
see where you are, and make adjustments from there. 

Jeremy Langlois, LHD, Cape Breton (QMJHL) 

Langlois is interesting due to his hockey sense. He’s a very smart puck 
mover who can hit seams at a high rate and run a power play. He also 
has a hard point shot and is an overall threat inside the offensive zone. 
He’s a six-foot defenseman, though, who doesn’t skate or defend that 
well, which will be the main questions on him as he advances levels. 

What do you think about that? 

I think it’s kind of funny how they say things like that, but I think 
personally my skating is really, really good. I think I’ve improved this one 
really like a lot the past few years. And I think even my defensive side 
this year, I maybe compromised that a little bit, but I think my defensive 
side is there and I know I can play defense, so it’s not a worry for me at 
all. 

Adam Ingram, C/W, Youngstown (USHL) 

Ingram’s abilities with the puck stand out. He’s a highly-skilled forward 
who can beat defenders easily with his stickhandling due to his hands 
and reach. He’s a heady offensive player who can find seams and pull up 
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off rushes to hit teammates with tough passes. Ingram is a pass and shot 
threat inside the offensive zone, and can score from distance. He’s lined 
up at center and wing this season, but projects more as a winger as a 
pro. That’s more due to so-so footspeed and not being amazing off the 
puck, with a tendency to drift to the perimeter. Those issues could 
hamper his transition to the pro game, and it’s why despite seeing a lot of 
potential, I can’t say for sure whether he plays games. 

What do you think? 

Yeah, well I agree I think I have a good shot and playmaking ability. 
Actually I think my skating and my foot speed, I don’t think it’s as bad as 
it seems in that article there. But it’s something I’m working on — I’m 
growing and I’m putting on muscle. I think my play away from the puck is 
something that’s really improved throughout the season, and it’s 
something that I’m working on to round out my game. 

I had a team executive tell me earlier he thinks this grader is the harshest 
skating grader he’s seen, so that probably speaks to your point about 
your skating being a little better than that. 

Yeah, I think my skating in the past, compared to where it is now, I think 
it’s gotten a lot better, and I think it’s just going to go uphill. I’d like to see 
where I can get to. 

Do you seek out scouting reports about yourself during the draft 
process? Was that the first one you’ve heard or seen, or how do you 
handle that? 

I try not to look at them. My buddies will send them to me, and I’ll take a 
quick look at them sometimes, but I try to just focus on myself and play 
my game. 

When you see one and maybe it’s not totally glowing, is it hard not to get 
offended? 

I mean, it’s fine. It’s someone’s opinion. I try not to worry about that, it 
doesn’t really bother me. I just want to prove that person wrong. 

Jack Sparkes, RHD, St. Michaels (OJHL) 

Sparkes’ athletic tool kit is very appealing. He’s a 6-foot-8 defenseman 
who is quite mobile for his frame. He’s not a blazer, but when you see 
him come up the ice, you can easily envision that tool kit in the NHL. 

What do you think so far? 

Yeah, I think that’s pretty accurate — I’ve worked a lot on my skating. 

Sparkes uses his body, has a big slap shot, and has flashes of puck 
skills, making him a highly-appealing pro prospect for several reasons. 
His offensive game is a long ways away though, showing little poise or 
puck moving ability. He’ll be a three-to-four-year guy in college, but if he 
hits, he could be a player. 

I’m working on improving my game, but I feel I’ve been a little 
underestimated in my ability so far, and I think I can develop into 
someone that can show my offensive abilities. 

Brad Lambert, C/W, Pelicans (Liiga) 

Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. He has 
great speed and edge work, allowing him to cut away from pressure 
easily. You combine his skating with strong hands, and he’s a go-to-guy 
for zone entries. 

What do you think so far? 

I think it’s good. 

He can make tough plays in motion, and shows o-zone creativity. He can 
use his skating to circle too much at times, but this season showed more 
willingness to attack directly. He’s full of potential, even though I’ve seen 
him take a lot of nights off. I think he’ll be a top-six winger in the NHL, but 
may frustrate coaches. 

What do you think? 

The whole thing’s good except for I don’t know about the taking nights 
off. I know personally that every time I go out there, I give it everything 
I’ve got. Some games are obviously better than others, but every time I 
go on the ice, I give a full effort. But other than that, I think it’s a good 
report. It’s who I am as a player. But I think how competitive I am, how 
hard I work, I don’t take any nights off, so. 

What kind of stuff did you talk about with teams on that subject? Were 
they pretty content with it? Or did they have similar questions? 

Most of the teams thought my work ethic and my compete is there. So 
they weren’t too worried about it. 

During the season — it’s your draft year — did you go looking out, 
searching for scouting reports on yourself? Did you read any? 

No, I think I was just trying to do what my coach wanted. That’s kind of 
the only scouting report — that, and obviously the NHL GMs — that is 
going to matter. So I was just trying to do what my coach wants from me, 
learn from him, and not have too much information coming from different 
places. 

Obviously I care about what the NHL people think, and what my coach 
thinks. Those were the main things I was concentrating on. If you’re 
taking too much information from different places you’re going to be … I 
think I know what I need to work on in my game personally. So I’m not 
too worried about that. 
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How Kevin Weekes’ broadcasting career has evolved: ‘I love breaking 
news’ 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Kevin Weekes always has a story. And there is a chance he will find a 
way to bring it back to Barbados. 

Even when it comes to how he got into broadcasting. Weekes was 
considering extending his career in Europe when television networks 
called to declare their interest. CBC. MSG. NBC Sports. NHL Network. 
To get a phone call from one of those four networks would be a victory. 
Weekes had all four coming after him. This is what happens when you 
develop a reputation for being one of the most personable players in the 
NHL during your career. 

Weekes listened to every network. But he needed time to think about it 
while consulting with his family and close friends. 

“I remember having this conversation with a dred on a beach in 
Barbados,” said Weekes, the son of two Barbadian immigrants. “He said, 
‘I would go and do the TV.’ … I swear to God, that dred on the beach 
was the last person I needed an affirmation from.” 

Everything about that story – the setting in which he is telling it and his 
choice of words — is predictably and unapologetically Weekes at his 
core. He is Dexter St. Jacques if Dexter St. Jacques were a real person. 
Weekes is driving in his SUV on Interstate 84 from his Bergen County, 
N.J., home to ESPN’s headquarters in Bristol, Conn. The conversation 
about his broadcasting career comes in the middle of another normally 
hectic day. He had a meeting in New York City, hopped in his car, and 
made a few phone calls to check in with sources before heading north. 

He arrives at his hotel, where he is mid-sentence on a phone call but still 
has the presence of mind to say hello to everyone around him — all while 
profusely apologizing to the person on the other line. The plan from here 
is to get in a quick nap before spending the rest of his evening doing pre-
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game, intermission and post-game studio work for two second-round 
playoff games. 

And no. He has no plans to shoot another video from his hotel room on 
this particular day. Well, at least he has not said as much. 

Weekes is not the first retired professional athlete to move into the 
broadcast booth. But what he is achieving in the sports broadcasting 
landscape as of late is unique. He is an analyst who can either predict 
what is going to happen or quickly react while providing color 
commentary during a game. He can be posted at a studio desk where his 
words are an important piece to a pre-game, intermission and post-game 
broadcast. His reputation as a broadcaster and player means he can 
host or co-host major live events. 

**Breaking News**     

I’m told the @mnwild are closing in on a 2 yr Extension with D Goligoski 
.@espn @NHLNetwork @NHL #HockeyTwitter 
pic.twitter.com/dEnuEsaBVM 

— Kevin Weekes (@KevinWeekes) March 29, 2022 

Now he has added another ability: Weekes is a news breaker. His move 
into that space breaks away from convention. Normally, trained 
journalists are the ones charged with breaking news. Weekes has gone 
beyond attempting to carve out a place in the news breaking realm. He 
has made it unique by filming a video each time he has news to share 
with his 223,000 Twitter followers and another 38,800-plus on Instagram. 

“I love breaking news. I love being able to convey information on these 
transactions on behalf of the players who are the product and to the 
viewers who are our customers,” he said. “I love being a bridge between 
the two, being a keynote speaker at (Henrik Lundqvist’s) jersey 
retirement or breaking news. But breaking news certainly hits in a way 
where for the fans and even the players and stakeholders or reporters, 
we all love breaking news. It’s energizing. It’s a 24/7 business and not 
everything is about the power play and the half wall per se. This allows 
the game to live and breathe in a different way.” 

Carl and Vadney Weekes always had some form of news going on in 
their home, whether on television or on the radio. Weekes grew to 
understand the media throughout his 11-year NHL career by constantly 
consuming those broadcasts. The respect he already had for the art of 
broadcasting amplified once he retired in 2009 and became the first 
Black analyst in NHL history. He credits Marc Jacobson, Sherali Najak 
and John Shannon for being his biggest believers and influences when 
he first started on Hockey Night in Canada and the NHL Network. 
Weekes said Najak would work with him every Monday morning at the 
CBC to review tapes to point out where Weekes could improve. 

Weekes said he did not want to look at broadcasting like a fun post-
playing career activity used to pass the time. He wanted to work at 
broadcasting in the same manner in which he worked to become a 
second-round pick who played in nearly 350 NHL games. This is how 
Weekes has become unavoidable on TV. On a given week, viewers can 
tune into NHL Network and they will find him doing studio work or a live 
game. It’s the same thing with ESPN. The network’s re-introduction into 
the NHL came with the Seattle Kraken expansion draft – an event in 
which Weekes featured prominently. He has also been present at other 
major events such as the NHL All-Star Game, the NHL Trade Deadline, 
the NHL Draft Lottery, the NHL Draft and the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

**Breaking News**   @ArizonaCoyotes trades Larson to @Capitals 
for a 3rd Rd Pick in 2023 .@espn @NHLNetwork @TSNHockey 
#HockeyTwitter pic.twitter.com/JMmYn4S75f 

— Kevin Weekes (@KevinWeekes) March 21, 2022 

Those who believe Weekes is nothing more than some enthusiastic guy 
with a fashionable suit and a prominent smile are missing something 
else. Sure, he watches hockey like one would expect. He also watches 
the NBA, the NFL, Major League Baseball, the Premier League along 
with track and field. Weekes is fond of those leagues because he loves 

sports. But he is also taking notes on how those sports are covered and 
the work done by those who cover them. 

He rattles off names like Shams Charania, J.P. Morosi and Adrian 
Wojnarowski as those outside of hockey he admires. He extends the 
same respect to Darren Dreger, Bob McKenzie and Frank Seravalli, 
among others, when it comes to the NHL. Observing is only the start. 
Weekes and his wife, Megan, talk about things like how people retain 
information. Their collective hypothesis is that there is no shortage of 
information that can be found. They believe that having so many options 
means fans run the risk of moving on from what they learned within 
seconds of discovering what happened. 

So why not add something to the news that makes it more memorable? 
Like tweeting out videos of you breaking news from the most random 
locations. 

“We know news does not wait for us,” Weekes said. “It presents itself 
when it does. Not everything is evergreen. Some of those things are time 
sensitive. It presents itself and you gotta go and it is in real time. … 
Literally, there are times when I was at home. I was driving on the 
interstate. I am in the hotel room. The lobby of the hotel. In the closet in 
the hotel because I literally pulled out the iron and ironing board.” 

Or like the time you put a recycling bin on your head at the NHL Trade 
Deadline to look like Daft Punk on a budget or a bootleg Mandalorian? 

“I’ve just got my own personality as everyone else!” Weekes said with a 
laugh. 

Those are the elements Weekes uses to be fun. But the decision to go 
into breaking news can be challenging. News breakers spend years, if 
not decades, curating sources in a manner in which few in journalism can 
attempt to replicate. Perhaps the most notable consideration that comes 
with being a news breaker is the fear associated with being wrong. 

**Breaking News**     

I’m told @NHLFlyers are moving on from Mike Yeo as their HC, and 
situation remains fluid. @espn @NHLNetwork @NHL @StanleyCup 
#HockeyTwitter #StanleyCupPlayoffs pic.twitter.com/mvy22I421W 

— Kevin Weekes (@KevinWeekes) May 3, 2022 

Being first is always the goal. But it does not matter if you’re not right. 
That is what makes entering the world of news breaking so daunting. It is 
about striking the balance to get news right and get it first. Each time 
those goals are met is a step toward trust from fans and sources. But a 
misstep can prove costly when it comes to whether trust is real or a fever 
dream. 

How does Weekes deal with that type of pressure? 

“Let’s be clear. To become a goalie in the National Hockey League is 
almost an impossibility,” Weekes said. “To become a Black goalie is 
beyond an impossibility. I had to high-wire walk over Niagara Falls with 
no safety net. If you can imagine the pressure that comes with playing 
goal, delivering for fans, your teammates, your organization and your 
family. After doing that? To me, there wasn’t really pressure in doing 
this.” 

Says the man who played a position that put him on blast by a vibrant red 
light followed by a goal horn telling an entire arena he made a mistake. 
As if he didn’t know that already. 

Except now? His miscues can be viewed by fans around the world. They 
can become a trending Twitter topic if it reaches that level. Now add what 
it means to juggle all of that during the Stanley Cup playoffs while being 
on the airwaves for the planet’s largest sports TV network. 

Then again, he may not have the time to think about that. Weekes began 
the postseason by flying to Minneapolis-St. Paul for Game 1 between the 
Minnesota Wild and the St. Louis Blues. He flew the next day to Denver 
for Game 1 between the Colorado Avalanche and the Nashville 
Predators. He returned to Twin Cities for Game 2 of the Blues-Wild 
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series before flying back to New Jersey to do the NHL Draft Lottery. He 
finished the draft lottery broadcast and immediately flew to South Florida 
to cover a playoff game between the Florida Panthers and the 
Washington Capitals. 

He returned to the East Coast to do a game in the New York Rangers-
Pittsburgh Penguins series. He did have an off day before driving back to 
Bristol to do studio work for ESPN. He returned home to New Jersey the 
next day before driving back to Bristol the following day. On the day 
Weekes spoke with a reporter, he was scheduled to a 4:30 p.m. show, a 
5 p.m. show while also being part of the network’s pre-game, 
intermission and post-game broadcasts for Game 1 of the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the Rangers in addition to Game 1 between Calgary 
Flames and the Edmonton Oilers. Driving back and forth between New 
Jersey and Bristol is a process Weekes will repeat over the next several 
days. 

In the middle of all of that, he broke the story that Rick Bowness and his 
assistants would be leaving the Dallas Stars. He announced the news by 
standing on the sidewalk of a busy street in Rutherford, N.J. The tweet 
had more than 400 retweets, more than 360 quote tweets while attracting 
a little more than a quarter of a million views. 

**Breaking News**   @DallasStars HC Rick Bowness will step away 
effects immediately, Asst Coaches also will not be returning.@espn 
@NHL #HockeyTwitter pic.twitter.com/6iO55toXfs 

— Kevin Weekes (@KevinWeekes) May 20, 2022 

Weekes is grateful for two things that help him manage. The first is the 
crew of people he works with. Namely those who work behind the 
scenes. He jokes that if he did their job, neither ESPN nor NHL Network’s 
shows would ever make the air. It is why he has no problem admitting he 
is better suited for being in front of the camera. 

The second thing he is grateful for is a black, medium-sized travel bag he 
carries with him at all times. It’s known as the “Mother Weekes bag.” 

Imagine a portable CVS or Walgreen’s at your fingertips. That’s Weekes’ 
bag. He had it as a player. Back then, it was called the “Bag of Beauty.” 
He had teammates who chirped him about it — until they needed 
something. Then, it became the greatest thing they ever encountered. 
Over time, however, it evolved into the “Mother Weekes bag,” and with 
good reason. 

To have the bag provides him a peace of mind. He can be between 
flights and have everything at his disposal without the fear of forgetting 
something. Weekes said the bag received its latest name because 
“(moms) have everything.” If someone needs a breath mint? They have 
it. If they need Listerine strips? They have that too. It’s the type of 
accessory that Weekes, someone who never stays long in one place, 
carries everywhere. 

“It’s essential to everything because I am always in motion,” Weekes 
said. “You are always making moves, whether it is traveling to work, 
business travel or family travel. Ever since I was in junior, that bag has 
been the jam.” 
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NHL Draft 2022 top 100 prospects: Scott Wheeler’s final rankings 

 

Scott Wheeler 

 

Welcome to my 2022 NHL Draft board. 

This top 100 ranking (plus its 88 honourable mentions) is my fifth and 
final list for this year’s draft class, after my early top 22, September’s 

preseason top 32, November’s preliminary top 64, and February’s 
midseason top 64. 

While I consult scouts, coaches, managers and agents throughout the 
year on most of these players, these rankings are my own, will vary 
widely from those of most NHL teams, and do not attempt to predict the 
draft (there will likely even be a small number of players on my list who 
aren’t picked at all). This year-end project annually includes exhaustive 
player evaluations for the entire top 100 prospects and quotes gathered 
from industry sources on many of them. It will be packaged with a look at 
10 prospects who missed the cut (out June 8), a live room Q&A session 
(hosted at noon ET on June 9) and my mock draft (out June 13). For 
more information on how I evaluate, the things I look for and my process, 
check out the 2022 update of my guide to scouting. 

My final ranking for the 2022 class is made up of 68 forwards, 32 
defencemen and zero goalies. This is the first time in my five years doing 
this work at The Athletic that no goalies have appeared on my final list 
(there was one in 2018, six in 2019, four in 2020, and two in 2021). I will 
touch on this year’s crop of goalies in my final thoughts column before 
the draft. 

For a better sense of the demographics of this year’s top 100, I have 
broken down the ranking by nationality below, including a weighted look 
at the strength of each country’s players across several tiers. 

Top 100 

Top 50 

Top 32 

Top 10 

Weighted 

🇨🇦 

40 

19 

8 

2 

69 

🇺🇸 

19 

11 

10 

2 

42 

🇸🇪 

12 

8 

3 

1 

24 

🇫🇮 

9 

3 

2 
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2 

16 

🇷🇺 

8 

3 

3 

0 

14 

🇸🇰 

4 

3 

3 

2 

12 

🇨🇿 

4 

2 

2 

1 

9 

🇦🇹 

2 

1 

1 

0 

4 

🇩🇪 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

🇨🇭 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Though the splits look about the same as they usually do, this draft board 
is more diverse in terms of the total number of countries represented (10) 
than at any point in the nine years I’ve now done this work, a credit to a 
class that features worthwhile late first and/or second-round picks from 
each of Austria, Germany and Switzerland, as well as the best Slovak 
age group in a generation. 

In light of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — and the uncertainty it raises 
about NHL control over the prospects who are playing there now and into 
the future — I have, in an effort to reflect the way that NHL teams are 
thinking about Russian prospects as they finalize their own boards, made 
an adjustment to how I ranked Russian skaters for this list, sliding each 
to the bottom of their respective tiers in the ranking, in essence moving 
them below similarly-ranked players until a drop-off in the list presented 
itself. For this year’s board, those tiers were: 1-5, 6-12, 13-28, 29-66, 67-
91, and 92+. 

On the whole, this year’s draft class is weaker than usual at the top but 
has grown on me in terms of depth (in large part, I think, due to the 
smaller book I had on these kids coming in following lost seasons a year 
ago, and the longer amount of time it took me to get to know some of the 
B and C grade prospects). That final cliff beginning in the 90s on this 
year’s list is about half a dozen players past where it typically is. 

Note: All listed heights, weights and positions are according to NHL 
Central Scouting (with heights rounded up or down according to their 
decimal and positions adjusted occasionally where I can confirm 
otherwise). 

1. Shane Wright — C, Kingston Frontenacs, 6-foot 

Still my top prospect in this class (though no longer in a tier of his own), 
Wright is an athletic kid who boasts a wide gait and boxy shoulders that 
balance him over pucks. Those physical tools are complemented by a 
lethal wrist shot release (which he can get off from several stances and 
pops off of his blade’s heel or toe) and quick hands in traffic that allow 
him to take pucks off of the wall and create scoring chances to the 
interior. He’s also one of the most diligent three-zone players in the draft, 
with a powerful stride that helps him push play up ice (though its power is 
more evident the length of the sheet than from a standstill into a quick 
foot race) when he’s done providing support low in his zone or above the 
puck. 

While his shot is his biggest weapon inside the offensive zone (I actually 
think he was owed a few more goals than his 35 on 290 shots this 
season gave him), he played a much more creative game inside the 
offensive zone into the second half. He blends versatile skill with a 
heady, detailed game that will allow him to drive a line and be relied upon 
in all situations down the middle at the next level. There are times when 
scouts want to see him play with a little more fire and feistiness to really 
take over games and impose himself on the forecheck/in battles more, 
but his eye for detail off the puck puts him in a supportive role more often 
than an active chase and that’s fine. 

I would have liked to see him hang onto the puck a little more this 
season, but he played with talented linemates where his ability to play 
into their strengths and execute off of give-and-go’s worked. He’s got pro 
tools and projects as an impactful top-six centre. He may not become a 
point per game player, but I see 30-goal, 70-point upside at a premium 
position. 

More: 

What makes Shane Wright special? Everyone who knows him can 
explain 

Behind Shane Wright’s exceptional life as hockey’s best 15-year-old 

2. Simon Nemec — RHD, HK Nitra, 6-foot 

This kid turned 18 in the middle of February and he’s already registered 
65 points in 112 games at a professional level as a defenceman! 
Nemec’s statistical profile is as strong as any draft-eligible defenceman 
we’ve seen in recent years — and stronger than any player in this draft 
class. A poll of NHL scouts still gives Czech defenceman David Jiricek 
the slight edge, but I’d argue Nemec only further stamped what I believe 
to be the better case with his exceptional, record-setting play in Nitra’s 
playoff run and into the men’s world championships. This is a kid who 
has looked a class above his peers whenever he’s played with them, has 
excelled against NHLers on the senior stage, and is already a top player 
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at his position in his top domestic league (albeit a difficult one to 
evaluate). 

Nemec is a calculated and poised three-zone defender who is capable of 
organizing play from the top of the zone, executing through seams in 
coverage at a high level, and starting and leading his fair share of rushes. 
He’s got great edges and four-way mobility. And he also regularly flashes 
sneaky deception, which blends beautifully with his rare maturity for his 
age. Though I wouldn’t say he’s a dynamic, game-breaking type 
offensively, I see plenty of calmness and talent, he knows when and how 
to push (and when and how to sit back and defend), he’s already got pro 
size, he plays a polished game, and he’s a righty. I expect him to become 
the best defenceman out of Slovakia since Zdeno Chara and a true No. 2 
(and maybe even No. 1) guy who plays an effective, efficient, play-driving 
modern game. The game just comes easy to him. 

3. Logan Cooley — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Cooley is a beautiful, flowing skater capable of beating defenders off the 
mark, circling the zone to get defenders watching him with the puck, and 
manipulate them with his footwork and maneuverability in tight spaces. 
He’s got an uncanny ability to side-step and hop around oncoming 
players at speed. He’s got a great sixth sense for timing and spacing 
around the offensive zone which frees him to accept passes or jumps 
him onto rebounds. He regularly flashes skill to the inside, slicing to the 
middle and pulling pucks through or around defenders. He’s also a Swiss 
Army knife player who combines NHL speed and skill with a working 
attitude to push the pace, make plays, win races, stay involved, and get 
onto the ice in all situations. 

I love his tempo and feel for the game out there. His touch with the puck 
and hands both get high grades, his skating (particularly his change of 
pace) and energy level are both differentiators, and those things make for 
a pretty compelling package. You won’t find a scout who doesn’t like him, 
either. The transition game into the offensive zone. The vision off the 
wall. He can play interior or exterior. He’s incredibly crafty in control. He 
can stickhandle in a phone booth. He creates problems for defencemen 
attacking on angles and shifting at speed. He also has a scrappiness to 
his game that keeps him in the fight. 

Here’s outgoing NTDP head coach Adam Nightingale on Cooley: “He 
does a lot of things away from the puck and he’s a guy that’s keyed on by 
other teams and he finds a way to be great on both sides of the puck on 
every shift.” 

4. Matthew Savoie — C, Winnipeg Ice, 5-foot-9 

There isn’t a player in this draft class whose game thrills more than 
Savoie’s does when he’s firing. Inside the offensive zone, he’s lethal. 
He’s got extremely quick side-to-side hands that help him beat defenders 
one-on-one off of cuts. He’s got an NHL shot (which he can place with 
pinpoint accuracy from a bad angle and rip by a goalie clean from a 
distance, but he also loves to change up and slide five-hole). He does an 
excellent job creating plays to the slot out of traffic. He’s a burning skater 
with explosiveness that allows him to win races, separate in transition, 
and put defenders onto their heels, or dash through holes in coverage to 
the net (or draw a penalty). He’s a soft small-area passer who blends 
deception into his movements. 

And then on top of those things, he’s got a bit of a chip on his shoulder. 
He’s always engaged, he keeps his feet moving, he plays with a ton of 
energy, and he finishes all of his checks and knocks his fair share of 
players over despite being on the smaller side). He’s also sturdier on his 
feet than his frame might suggest, which helps him play between checks. 
I see a dynamic, high-tempo, top-six, goal-creating package. He’s an 
exciting talent in a draft that’s short on them, with clear PP1 upside due 
to his shooting-skill package and clear five-on-five upside because of his 
skating and motor. Even in games where the points don’t fall, he’s almost 
always dangerous and threatening on the ice — and he’s seldom going 
to leave you wanting more. After suffering a shoulder injury in the 
playoffs, Savoie is also now out of his sling, which is positive news for the 
summer ahead. 

More: For 2022 NHL Draft ‘offensive dynamo’ Matt Savoie, stardom has 
always been inevitable 

5. Juraj Slafkovsky — LW, TPS, 6-foot-4 

Slafkovsky is one of the draft’s most tantalizing prospects, with a skill-
size combo that scouts and coaches clamour for and he has already 
demonstrated against pro competition domestically and, more notably, 
internationally. It has been a big year for him. Nine points in five games 
and a historic silver medal for the Slovaks at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup. An 
Olympic bronze medal as the tournament’s MVP. A Liiga silver medal 
with his club team, TPS. A team-leading nine points at the men’s worlds. 

Slafkovsky is built like a power forward, with a 218-pound frame that 
makes him one of the draft’s heaviest players, but he plays the game 
with uncharacteristic finesse, regularly flashing hands you’d expect out of 
a smaller player one-on-one to pull pucks in tight to his feet. He’s also got 
a rangy, fluid stride, which makes him a surprisingly dangerous rush 
player — and impressive confidence with the puck on his stick, which 
enables him to hang onto it (sometimes to a fault) and attack off the wall 
into the slot (he loves taking the puck from the half wall to the home plate 
area to shoot from his forehand. The team that drafts him will be betting 
on his upside, which grades at or near the very top of this class. 

I’m also a big fan of his approach. He has continued to play his style and 
look to attack in control (a lot of forwards his size become more 
deferential and fall back into give-and-go habits to fit a mould when they 
make the jump to the pro level) as he has played against higher and 
higher competition. There is, despite his makeup and success, some risk 
associated with his projection at his size (small players aren’t the only 
ones who carry size-based limitations with them!) though, and that, 
combined with how much I like the four players I have slotted ahead of 
him here, does leave me a little lower on him than where he’ll be picked, 
even if there’s a real chance he becomes one of the two or three best 
players out of this draft. 

6. David Jiricek — RHD, HC Plzen, 6-foot-3 

After suffering a knee injury at the world juniors, Jiricek returned in time 
to play with the Czechia men’s national team ahead of and into men’s 
worlds in their April and May international schedule, an important series 
of games which helped him reaffirm to NHL clubs that the layoff wouldn’t 
impact him. Before the injury, he was a big part of a top team in the 
Tipsport Extraliga, contributing at both ends and driving possession and 
scoring results for the second consecutive season while playing more 
than 18 minutes a game. 

He has some extremely desirable attributes, marked by one of — if not 
the — hardest point shots in the draft (it’s a bomb, and he does a really 
good job keeping it on target and a few feet off the ice), a strong, athletic 
6-foot-3 frame, and a more commanding on-ice presence than Nemec’s. 
He’s a strong and sturdy defender who plays a staunch man-to-man 
style, moves his feet well for his size, and thrives in transition with his 
ability to both close out on gaps with his length through neutral ice and 
lead a ton of rushes as a puck transporter. Offensively, he’s also a 
capable handler and distributor whose point shot is complemented by an 
aggressive approach. 

His game isn’t as tactile as Nemec’s, but he’s more than just an 
athletically gifted, hard-shooting, attacking (offensively and defensively) 
defender. There are also some subtleties to his game (passes that are 
almost never off-target, a sneaky-silky first touch, etc.). But his modus 
operandi is that he’s a confident, active, engaged three-zone player who 
has all of the tools you look for in a top defender. As he continues to 
smooth out and polish his game, it’s hard to imagine he doesn’t become, 
at the very least, a top-four guy. And if he hits the right notes along his 
development path, his ceiling will be very high. He’s hard not to get 
excited about, even if I prefer Nemec’s style. 

7. Joakim Kemell — RW, JYP, 5-foot-11 

After exploding out of the gate to lead Liiga in scoring through the first 
third of the season, Kemell’s production hit a bit of a wall in the second 
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half with JYP, a bottom-0f-the-table team. Some of that had to do with 
poor puck luck (his shot generation remained high), some of it was a 
reduction in his ice time, and some of it was just the reality that he wasn’t 
going to be a point-per-game producer in his draft year. He helped 
assuage some doubts with a six-goal, eight-point U18 worlds 
performance (though I thought he came and went in the middle of group 
play, he was excellent in the medal round). 

Kemell remains one of the more gifted individual creators in this draft 
class. He’s a slick, play-creating winger who excels in possession, carves 
teams up through coverage to take the play from the flanks to the interior, 
and possesses quick, light hands. Those tools enable him to take 
advantage of his dangerous wrister, which he can get off quickly from a 
variety of stances and at a variety of tempos. 

On the puck, he’s agile through cuts and changes of direction and plays 
an intentional, attacking style. Off of the puck, he also plays with a lot of 
energy and doesn’t shy away from the physical side of the game, which 
has endeared him to coaches despite his 5-foot-11 frame. I’d like to see 
him slow down and utilize his linemates a little better than he does as 
he’s actually a heady playmaker, but part of what makes him so exciting 
is his insistence on creating his own looks (even if that comes with some 
forcing it) with that shot of his. He really can sling it, with a wrister and 
one-timer that both pop. 

8. Brad Lambert — C/RW, Pelicans, 6-foot-1 

One of the top prospects in this age group for years, Lambert struggled 
out of the gate this season due to a combination of injury, illness, his own 
play, and the struggles of his team. Then, in search of a reset after 
flashing his skill at the short-lived world juniors, he left JYP, his team of 
the last two seasons, to return to the Pelicans, the team he was brought 
up in (and, at year’s end, an agency move as well). He was better than 
his numbers (the four goals on 132 shots in Liiga for a 3 percent shooting 
percentage reveal that much, and so does a close examination of his 
looks) for sure, but the inconsistency of his play and the mid-season 
move raised more questions than answers. 

Still, Lambert is undeniably one of the most gifted players in this class. 
When he’s feeling good, he’s fearless with the puck, makes a ton of plays 
in control, and looks to dictate in possession. He also has both the hands 
and the skating to create (each of which grade out at the top of the draft). 
He’s got excellent control of his outside edges which allow him to carve 
up coverage on cutbacks and carries. 

He’s slippery because of his ability to spin away from his man and make 
a play. He’s a good passer off his backhand. Some scouts worry about 
Lambert’s game without the puck in terms of both his intensity off of it 
and his ability to make things happen offensively when he’s not getting a 
ton of touches. With it, though, Lambert’s a multi-faceted threat who 
blends impressive puck skill with good all-around skating mechanics and 
an attack mentality that complements a dangerous curl-and-drag shot 
(which also complements the short stick he uses). 

He plays pucks into space beautifully, gets to the interior (against his 
peers, at least), splits lanes, cuts off the wall aggressively (though again, 
more often against his peers than pros), and has a low base to his stride 
that allows him to extend plays (though he does have a bit of a hunch to 
his posture, which can put him off balance). He’s excellent on the point 
and half wall on the power play because of his puck skill, dangerous 
wrister off the flank and playmaking instincts but he’s going to have to 
make plays more consistently at even strength to fulfill his top-six upside. 
Even after everything, I thought about ranking him a couple of spots 
higher than this. 

9. Jonathan Lekkerimäki — RW, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-11 

Lekkerimäki had quite the draft year, with some beautiful goals in 
arguably the third-best pro league in the world, a Globe Trotters feel at 
the J20 level with linemates Liam Öhgren and Noah Östlund (who will 
both also be first rounders), and a brilliant 15-point performance at U18 
worlds. This included four in Sweden’s stunning gold medal win over the 
Americans. He’s got one of the quickest catch-and-release motions in the 

draft. He’s dynamic in control and threatening from anywhere in the 
offensive zone. He can beat you in an instant or hang onto pucks and 
make things happen himself. He’s got a knack for hitting holes in the net, 
frequently beating goalies low-blocker and five-hole. He’s got A-level 
hands, a deceptive release, and a slyness to his game that allows him to 
get to spots to score with and without the puck. With the right 
development and patience, he’s got clear upside as a top-six creator and 
finisher. His game can drift to the perimeter at times, but he’s got the skill 
to play that way. You want the puck in his hands. Mix in a late-July 
birthday, his rapid progression, and an ability to put the puck in the net 
with consistency from mid range and he’s one of the draft’s top forwards. 

10. Isaac Howard — LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Howard’s a top-10 talent who will likely be available into the teens and 
maybe even the 20s. And while I can typically see and understand why 
and where the consensus diverges from my view of a player, he’s one 
that the more I watch, the less I understand the case against. Though 
he’s “short,” he’s a long way from small, with a muscular build that makes 
him sturdy on his feet. That stocky frame doesn’t slow him down either. 
He’s got some of the quicker crossover acceleration in the draft, with a 
hurried stride that cranks its way up ice to give him translatable speed. 
And after arriving at the program as an all-offence player, his effort level 
and tenaciousness really became hallmarks of his game, further muting 
any (misplaced) size concerns that might exist. 

He’s one of the more dangerous players in the draft with the puck and yet 
he’s even more dangerous off of it, with a scorer’s sixth sense for always 
arriving just on time in Grade-A locations (whether that’s hiding in 
coverage or just staying around the puck at the net). He makes a lot of 
plays under the triangles of defenders’ sticks, he navigates in and out of 
holes in traffic like few others in this class in possession, and when he’s 
in attack mode taking pucks from a standstill into the middle of the ice to 
create looks, he’s a ton of fun to watch and forces opposing players to 
reach in on him (which draws a lot of penalties). 

He’s creative. He tries things (occasionally at the offensive zone blue line 
that he shouldn’t but gets away with) and usually executes. I’m a big 
believer in Howard. He’s lethal in the home-plate area and has some of 
the better hands and instincts in the draft. He’s always going to have PP 
utility but he’s also impactful enough offensively at five-on-five to warrant 
a top-six projection, even if he doesn’t have the premiums of size or 
position. 

More: With top 2022 NHL Draft prospect Isaac Howard, they don’t ask 
‘how?’ — they ask ‘how many?’ 

11. Frank Nazar — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Few dash around the ice and make plays in this draft like Nazar does. 
Nazar turned me into a big fan last season and he has continued to add 
layers to his game. He’s a threatening player from the hashmarks 
because of his wrister, which he pops off of his stick with power and 
precision thanks in large part to the balance he displays through his 
weight shift (he’s not a particularly strong kid). He’s got quick hands, 
which help him deftly adjust in traffic to get shots off under pressure. 

He flashes creativity throughout his game. He plays pucks into space as 
well as anyone in the draft, regularly executing through tight gaps in 
coverage. And he’s just a hungry, driven player who consistently targets 
the middle lane with his greatest asset: his skating. Nazar’s one of the 
fastest players in the draft, not only in straight lines and winding up 
through his crossovers, but also adjusting tempos (a learned skill that he 
really developed at U.S. NTDP). This allows him to impact play both with 
the puck attacking in transition to turn defenders or creating breakaways, 
as well as without it, speeding into lanes to get open for his linemates. 

He also consistently supports the play high in the offensive zone without 
possession when that’s his role. He can be careless with the puck and try 
to do too much at times but he’s also capable of going right into coverage 
to make something happen. He’s still got some work to do to add muscle, 
but he’s an extremely gifted athlete who moves and does things on the 
ice that few can. 
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More: With a quiet drive and ‘second to none’ speed, top 2022 NHL Draft 
prospect Frank Nazar has arrived 

12. Danila Yurov — LW/RW, Metallurg Magnitogorsk, 6-foot-1 

The first Russian to appear on my list, Yurov’s a player that I’m a big, big 
fan of — and would have likely ranked in the front half of my 6-to-12 tier 
sooner than the back half were it not for both the uncertainty that looms 
around Russian prospects and, even without that, the lack of opportunity 
he was given in the KHL this season. That’s a potentially dangerous 
combination, if his flexibility to come to North America is inhibited and he 
can’t get meaningful minutes in Russia. 

He has already proven to be dominant player in the MHL and 
internationally (in part because of his December 2003 birthday but mostly 
because of his well-rounded skill level), driving play, chances, and results 
at both ends. He’s a kid who has really impressed me almost every time 
I’ve watched him against his peers. If you were to fill up two buckets with 
his tools (one for the strengths, one for the weaknesses) and place them 
on a scale, the bucket with his strengths in it would be overflowing and 
the one with his weaknesses would be near-empty. 

He plays hard and fast, he pushes tempo, he’s a strong and balanced 
skater, he’s an excellent give-and-go player who excels at playing in and 
out of space without the puck, his shot comes off of his blade hard in 
motion (though it could use a little more versatility), he’s got pro size and 
skill, he’s diligent in all three zones, and he’s almost always in the right 
position or reading the play to get back into it (on offence or defence). 
Kids his age are often either advanced in the way they operate on the ice 
but lack the high-end skill to make the most out of it, or have the skill in 
spades but struggle to use it because they aren’t processing the game 
fast enough. Yurov doesn’t have any problems on either front. He may 
not become a star, but he’s got projectable top-six tools. 

13. Denton Mateychuk — LHD, Moose Jaw Warriors, 5-foot-11 

Mateychuk has built quite the reputation for himself in hockey circles for 
his ability to direct play and drive results when he’s on the ice. That style 
helped him work his way onto Team Canada at last year’s U18s as an 
underager and it made him one of the top defencemen in junior hockey 
this season (and my No. 1-ranked CHL defenceman for 2022). He’s 
already a plus-level skater, which helps him escape pressure with his 
feet, push up ice in control or trialing in transition, walk the line, and steer 
opposing players into tough spots despite not being the biggest guy. He’s 
the definition — or close — of the modern defenceman. Mateychuk 
pushes when he can and everything he does is done with poise and 
command. He plays a reliable and calculating game built around his 
mobility and sound decision-making. Plus he’s a July birthday so he’s got 
plenty of time to build on his strong foundation and develop his 
distinguishing qualities (namely his movement and control of the game). 
He just always seems to be involved in all three zones. I see clear top-
four upside. 

Here’s Moose Jaw coach Mark O’Leary on Mateychuk: “He has really 
taken a step this year in terms of knowing when to play offence and when 
to defend. He has been dangerous in all four corners of the rink. He’s a 
great player.” 

14. Liam Öhgren — LW, Djurgårdens IF, 6-foot-1 

Öhgren put together one of the most productive age-adjusted seasons in 
the history of Sweden’s top junior level and two strong performances 
internationally for Sweden (first at last year’s Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and 
then more recently at U18 worlds, where he was also the team’s captain) 
in his draft year. He’s a bigger, stronger player than his two 
contemporaries in Djurgården and while he doesn’t have Lekkerimäki’s 
dynamism or Östlund’s breeziness, that doesn’t make him any less 
interesting as the shot-and-pass, power-and-finesse combination player 
that he is. I love the way he shades into and away from pressure in 
control. His shot comes off his blade quick, hard and naturally, rocking it 
back into his stance and letting it go (it really pops). His offensive arsenal 
is multi-faceted and he’s got some really sneaky craftiness and 
evasiveness to his game to complement the tools of strength over the 

puck/through his shot that are obvious. He’ll need to pick up a step to 
translate his game to the pro level, but I wouldn’t call his skating an 
impediment (it’s better than he usually get credit for) and he’s always 
finding ways to get to pucks and/or get open around the home plate area 
inside the offensive zone, where his skill and shot take over. 

15. Rutger McGroarty — LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-1 

McGroarty’s one of those kids who just looks like a pro hockey player. If 
he walked into an NHL dressing room tomorrow, he would stand stronger 
and broader than most in it. Then you add in the charisma which made 
him the natural choice for the captaincy at the program, and the light and 
energy that oozes out of him, and you have to be careful not to put too 
much stock into the off-ice pieces of the puzzle that he already appears 
to have figured out. But I think he’s a darn good hockey player too and 
the pieces of the puzzle fit together nicely on the ice. 

He’s a better skater (there are some kinks he still needs to work out in his 
mechanics from a standstill because it doesn’t look the prettiest through 
his first few steps, but there’s some power when he gets going 
nonetheless) than he gets credit for and his spatial awareness and effort 
level help him avoid losing short races. He’s got raw skill that shows up in 
his great hands. His finishing touch around the net is there in spades, 
with a hard one-touch shot that he leverages his strong frame to power 
through from a low kick. 

He has particularly mastered the net drive into a high rotation away from 
coverage that brings him back to around the net. And then when he gets 
there, he’s got the strength to shoot from bad postures/off balance. He 
always put his shots into good locations (along the ice, low blocker, high 
short side) it seems, too. He’s dexterous. I’m a big fan. The ice normally 
tilts in his favour out there. He just understands where to be out there 
and how to put himself in positions to create offence. And he’s got an 
impressive statistical profile, the kind that typically projects into a college 
scorer and beyond. If he can get a little quicker from the jump, he’s got all 
of the other makings of a legitimate top-nine forward who can play up 
and down a lineup with a variety of player types. 

More: Meet Rutger McGroarty, the Nebraska kid making history on his 
way to the 2022 NHL Draft 

16. Conor Geekie — C, Winnipeg Ice, 6-foot-4 

Geekie is a big centre with clear skill as a handler and passer. I debated 
ranking him as high as No. 13 here as a result. But his modest 
production this season and a few uninspiring viewings (after an excellent 
rookie year) left me just a little more hesitant about him than the three 
names ahead of him here. He’s got impressive hands and body control 
for his size, which helps him control pucks inside the offensive zone and 
make plays while also getting the upper hand in board battles. He plays 
through bumps and thrives taking pucks from the cycle to dangerous 
areas. 

He also skates well enough for his size. It’s certainly not going to be a 
strength but I don’t see it as the huge issue that some do and I think he 
moves better than his big brother Morgan (now with the Kraken) did at 
the same age, and creates his fair share pushing up ice in transition as a 
result. I do find he forces things too much by trying to go one-on-one and 
create something that’s not there, and there’s a bit of a hunch to his 
stride that will need straightening out. He’s got some work to do in the 
faceoff circle, too. But it’s hard to deny the impressive size-hands 
combination he has considering his length. He’s got a real ability to hang 
onto the puck, draw players into him, and then facilitate through or 
around them. He makes an unusual amount of soft little plays for a player 
his size, and can attack into coverage because of his hands. He’s really 
quite comfortable in control of the puck. Geekie’s a legitimate prospect 
with a desirable set of skills. 

Here’s Winnipeg Ice coach James Patrick on Geekie: “(Geekie) has a 
great shot, is a big body, his skating is good and definitely improved. 
He’s kind of a lanky kid still, and he has extreme confidence on the ice 
and can see the ice and make plays. I project him to be a 220-pound, 6-
foot-5 centre who is a beast down low. You just look at him and you go 
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‘holy Christ when he puts 20 pounds on that frame …’ Like he is built 
right now. He’s lean and muscle. He’s going to be a real hard guy to play 
against.” 

17. Kevin Korchinski — LHD, Seattle Thunderbirds, 6-foot-2 

Long, smooth-skating, point-per-game defencemen never last long in the 
draft, and Korchinski won’t linger unpicked. I think he’s in the same tier 
and conversation as Mateychuk, even if he slots five spots lower. He was 
one of the most improved players in the draft this year as he settled into 
an ambitious, free-flowing game that reminded a little of Stars first-
rounder Thomas Harley at the same age, and his June birthday should 
give him even more runway next season. He handles the puck smoothly 
on his hip, his impressive footwork and maneuverability help him adjust 
to, away, and around pressure, and then he reads and anticipates the 
play at a high level so that he can make something happen out of all of 
his movement and carries. 

I like his stick and his ability to use his feet to defend the rush and disrupt 
play (though he’s a better transition defender than a defensive zone one). 
His hallmark will always be his near-perfect posture and balance over his 
skates. He lives and dies trying to guide play with and without the puck 
with his mobility, pivots and directional changes. He can take over a 
game with his ability to transport the puck and roam. It was nice to see 
him look to attack into his shot (which isn’t particularly hard) more in the 
playoffs. There’s still some fine-tuning that needs to happen but 
Korchinski’s my fourth-ranked D for a reason and a worthwhile pick as 
high as the fringes of the top 10. 

18. Cutter Gauthier — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-3 

As the season progressed, Gauthier’s athletic build and pro-built game 
pushed him from projected first-rounder to top-10 consideration for some 
teams. And while I’m not quite there, the appeal is obvious. Gauthier has 
always been a net-focussed shooter but he has worked to turn himself 
into a net-driven one, playing a more intentional game that knows what it 
is. On the puck, he uses inside body positioning to get to the middle off 
the cycle or the rush. Off of it, he finishes his checks and looks to help his 
line get it back. I wouldn’t say he’s a menacing power forward type, but 
he has learned to play a very engaged, imposing, speed game. 
Gauthier’s a decently-smooth skater and despite his heavy skew toward 
shooting and goals, I find he sees the ice well, hits seams when they’re 
there, and makes a lot of short little plays as a passer off the wall 
(including off his backhand). 

His greatest strength is his catch-and-release. He can sling it. I do think 
he shoots a bit too much (a lot of his shots miss the net or are taken from 
low-percentage areas), but you can live with that and that should drop 
out as he gets even strong over his NHL frame. He’s a favourite among 
scouts for the readymade projectability of his tools and his ability to put 
the puck in the net. 

Though Gauthier played mostly the wing at the national program, he’s set 
to play centre at Boston College next season and several NHL clubs that 
interviewed him at the scouting combine believe that’s where he’s best 
suited. 

NHL Central Scouting director Dan Marr believes Gauthier isn’t far off the 
consensus top three in this draft of Wright, Slafkovsky and Cooley, and 
that’s not an uncommon belief, so this ranking puts me in the minority (I’d 
consider him in the fringes of the top 10 but not top five). Here’s Marr on 
Gauthier’s fit as a centre: 

“I don’t see why not. I think it’s just an asset to him that he does have that 
versatility. The U18 team this year, they might be the fastest, quickest 
team I’ve seen. Those guys play at top speed all the time. And when he 
really has to gear down and he has that time and space, he’s a really 
smart player. But he’s also one of those players that can make those 
decisions at quick speed and make the plays that score goals. He’s got 
one of the better games to the net at top speed.” 

19. Lane Hutson — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-8 

The reality is there aren’t many defencemen Hutson’s size who play in 
the NHL, even as the game changes. And those guys have never been 
selected in the first round. But there aren’t many players who play like 
Hutson in hockey either. I often get asked just how high he’d go if he 
were 6-foot-3 and the reality is that he wouldn’t able to do a lot of what 
makes him so interesting at that size. He’s a unique player who uses a 
light (though not powerful) stride to create entries and exits, weave past 
coverage, escape pressure, and find or create seams. 

He sees the ice as well as anyone in the draft, regularly identifying plays 
a step ahead of the opposition. He’s got an uncanny knack for executing 
long east-to-west plays, whether that’s feathering high, leading saucer 
passes with perfect weight cross-ice or flinging a hard pass to a streaking 
teammate’s tape. He makes a ton of plays under pressure when other 
players would panic (though sometimes he could actually use some 
hurry-up to his game haha). Inside the offensive zone, though his shot 
lacks power, he acts as a fourth forward with his ability to slide off the line 
and create. 

He’s got shakes and shimmies to spare, routinely making opposing 
defenders miss one-on-one in all three zones. He’s one of the most 
clever players in the draft. And while his size will continue to make 
evaluators pause, I actually quite like the way he defends. He gets back 
to so many loose pucks that he doesn’t have to rely all that much on 
engaging in battles and even when he does, his positioning and active 
stick help him disrupt opposing carriers and break up plays. But above all 
else, he’s the kind of player where when you think you’ve put him in a 
difficult spot or you’ve got him cornered, he’ll show you that he isn’t with 
a spin (or a spin into a spin!), a fake (with his eyes, or head, or shoulders, 
or hands, or feet, or each) or his sublime vision through layers. He just 
looks right past what’s in front of him. I wouldn’t be surprised if he 
becomes a sly No. 4 defenceman in time. I’m fascinated to see where 
he’s picked, because I wouldn’t shy away from taking him in the late first 
and if he’s around on Day 2 it’d be a no-brainer for me. 

More: Who is Lane Hutson, the 2022 NHL Draft’s ‘unicorn’ 5-foot-8 
defenseman? 

20. David Goyette — C/LW, Sudbury Wolves, 5-foot-10 

If you’ve followed my work this season, you’ll know that Goyette has 
been maybe my favourite prospect in the draft since blowing me away in 
Calgary at Hockey Canada’s summer showcase. He’s an impressive 
athlete. He’s a beautiful, effortless skater with a flowing stride who 
catches and handles pucks with ease at speed. He tries (and executes) 
difficult plays offensively with his hands by finessing pucks under sticks, 
through feet and into space for himself. He stays on pucks inside the 
offensive zone by keeping his feet moving to get to 50/50 pucks first or 
get up and under sticks and push through board battles to extend 
sequences. 

He can beat defenders one-on-one to create for himself by pulling them 
to the inside and beating them with a cut back out wide, or just by going 
right into coverage. He can draw them in so that he can feed pucks into 
soft spots in coverage for his linemates. There’s just a breeziness to his 
game that is hard to find. I suspect he’ll be a value pick in the late first 
round or early second round after his meteoric second-half rise was 
stunted by an up-and-down U18 worlds (a tournament I’d argue he was 
under-utilized in). Look for him to follow a similar path to that of recent 
post-draft breakout junior stars like Philip Tomasino and Connor 
McMichael (he actually reminds a little of the former). 

More: How David Goyette blazed his way to the top of the 2022 NHL 
Draft 

21. Filip Mesar — LW/RW, HK Poprad, 5-foot-10 

Mesar slipped a little on draft boards (in the public and private spheres) 
down the stretch and I wonder if it’s an exposure thing. He played his 
final game of the year on April 2. So while the next two players on this list 
were helping their draft stock at U18 worlds, and the player after them 
was having a strong SHL playoff showing, Mesar wasn’t front of mind for 
scouts. 
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He’s an A-level skater (or close) who thrives with the puck on his stick, 
can play on the perimeter or knife to the inside, and can use space to 
feed pucks into it or take it to use his versatile and deceptive shot. He’s 
also a highly involved player who works to use his speed to push tempo 
and chase down loose pucks. I’ve seen him make NHL skill plays on one 
shift and win a series of 50/50 battles to make something happen on the 
next. The fear is that he doesn’t have a game-breaking offensive 
dimension (despite being highly skilled in a variety of areas), nor the size, 
to turn his enticing package into a high-end NHL player. But that’s a 
common challenge for players in this range, I like the skill-skating combo, 
he processes the game at a high level, and he’s got one of the stronger 
statistical profiles in the draft to support his case as a first rounder. 

Of note: I know he’s strongly considering making the move to the OHL 
next season. The Kitchener Rangers have his rights after selecting him 
with the ninth pick in the 2021 CHL Import Draft. I think that would be a 
prudent move for him if the NHL club that drafts him is on board. 

22. Jiri Kulich — C/LW/RW, HC Energie Karlovy Vary, six-feet 

Kulich’s MVP performance at U18 worlds answered (emphatically) 
questions about whether he was a first- or second-rounder, impressing 
scouts with his like-clockwork one-timer on the power play. Kulich is a 
sturdy, driven player who can morph his game to his role and function as 
the detail-oriented, above-puck defender who makes quick plays and 
stays on pucks, can play off of talented linemates to free his dangerous 
shooting arsenal up, or can carry the puck and function as the primary 
handler on a line. I like his positioning off the puck. I like his the balance 
and control of his skating stride. I like how quickly and hard shots come 
off of his stick (not just with his one-timer but through a deceptive early 
release point). He’s got quick hands and flashes skill one-on-one. He’s 
got good feel around the net. He plays hard. He can play all three 
forward positions. There’s a lot to like about his makeup. 

23. Noah Östlund — C, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-10 

Östlund’s calling card is his airy, agile skating stride, excellent hands, 
cleverness, and two-way ability. The skating and defensive aptitude 
(including on faceoffs) make him an able penalty killer and the rest give 
him clear tools of creation at five-on-five and on the power play. He wins 
a ton of short races, creates quickly as soon as he’s in possession, and 
darts around the ice in control to get into scoring areas or facilitate from 
the perimeter. His lack of size and strength are definitely going to be 
impediments as he progresses up levels, but he’s got the benefit of time, 
his skating, and the fondness coaches have for him to fall back on. 

He’s silky smooth in possession (grades out at the very top of the draft in 
that regard), which makes him one of the very best puck transporters 
through neutral ice in the draft. There’s some risk that comes with 
selecting him but he’s got a slippery quality that few players in this range 
have, the puck just sticks to him in tight coverage, and he is a catalyst on 
his line in a variety of ways. He’s a nifty little player. Some scouts worry 
about whether he’ll be able to get to the inside/hold his own physically 
along the wall against pros (he didn’t score a ton even against his peers 
this year, given his talent level and linemates) but his approach and 
skating should help mitigate against that. I like him a lot. 

Ostlund’s got two years left on his contract with Djurgården, but the 
second year has an out built in if they aren’t promoted back to the SHL 
from HockeyAllsvenskan. 

24. Marco Kasper — C/LW, Rögle BK, 6-foot-1 

You won’t find anyone in the SHL, with the Austrian hockey federation, or 
working for an NHL club in amateur scouting who doesn’t like Kasper’s 
game and approach to it. He really impressed scouts all year with the 
way he managed one of the world’s top pro levels, but especially in the 
playoffs, where he was really good by any measure for a player his age 
(before holding his own at men’s worlds). 

I love his patience with the puck. He doesn’t shy away from trying to beat 
or out-wait guys (whether through changes of directions out of stop-ups 
or curls) and he’s got a really low panic threshold. He’s also a good 

skater who never lacks in effort and always stops on pucks. He’s an 
advanced 200-foot forward (it’s worth pointing out that while he’s listed as 
a centre by NHL Central Scouting and often discussed as one, he 
actually played exclusively the wing this year) who was able to progress 
up levels because of his rounded game. And while he looks a little skinny 
out there, he’s feisty and he fights off his fair share of checks to stay on 
pucks. There’s also a bit of a hunch to his stride but he leverages his 
edges well, building speed through the neutral zone to push pace with 
the puck. I don’t see game-breaking skill or finishing, per se, but he plays 
with pro pace, he’s a good passer, he plays on the interior, and makes 
plays all over the ice. He projects as a contributing NHL player. 

Here’s Rögle GM Chris Abbott on Kasper: “Marco Kasper is one of those 
rare young players that combines a many-years-older maturity with a 
youthful tenacity to work at getting better at his craft each day. He has a 
very high degree of hockey intelligence, both at the tight area one-on-one 
level but all the big picture, team structure perspective. 

“Marco’s body continues to fill out and become stronger, allowing him to 
compete effectively as a regular in the SHL at only 17 years old — often 
a good indication of a player’s NHL potential. Super mature. Super 
disciplined. Takes information and makes adjustments. Doesn’t make the 
same mistake again. Very cerebral. Kid taught himself Swedish the 
summer before he came here so that he could do his full high school 
here at the Swedish high school. Character off the charts.” 

25. Pavel Mintyukov — LHD, Saginaw Spirit, 6-foot-1 

Mintyukov, who was a top prospect in Russia growing up, was supposed 
to make the jump from to the OHL last season before it was shut down. It 
took me some time this year to warm up to him as a result, but he 
eventually made a fan of me and of the scouting community at large with 
his play in Saginaw (though I remain a little lower than the consensus). 
Mintyukov is an adept three-zone player whose game tilts towards 
offensive through his eagerness to engage in transition and off the 
offensive zone blue line. When he’s looking to be active, he can involve 
himself in all areas of the game. He’s also talented as both a handler and 
shooter (though I think a couple of highlight-reel plays have exaggerated 
that a little). Add in an athletic 6-foot-1 frame and there’s a lot to like. I do 
think he can play a little too much on instinct at times (both on offence 
and on defence) though and that, in concert with the fact that he’s a late 
birthday and should be further along in that regard, leaves me lower on 
him than the draft’s other two top D out of the CHL. The hope is that he’ll 
be able to develop the decision-making aspect a little and that when he 
does, he’ll be able to contribute at both ends at five-on-five and 
potentially on both special teams as a top-four guy long term. 

26. Jimmy Snuggerud — RW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-2 

Over the course of every season, I poll U.S. NTDP players for their most 
underrated teammate. When the answers are scattered, I tend not to 
read too much into them. But when they’re close to unanimous, it’s hard 
not to read into what they see in practices and the rest that we maybe 
haven’t given enough shine to. This year, the answers were unflinching 
for two players: Snuggerud and Marek Hejduk. The latter is driven by his 
in-and-out-of-the-lineup year and the respect they all have for the way he 
handled it and the way he elevated everyone else with his work ethic. But 
Snuggerud, I know, is because they think he’s a darn good player and he 
doesn’t get the love he deserves playing on a line with Cooley and 
Gauthier, and a team that featured them plus Nazar, Howard and 
McGroarty up front. 

Snuggerud is a well-rounded three-zone player with a versatile offensive 
game who works harder than anyone out there. His head is always up 
and on a swivel, even in congested areas. He’s good below the goal line 
and makes a lot of low-to-high plays into the slot to find cutting 
teammates for chances. He sticks with the play and follows shots to the 
net to get to rebounds, playing a determined forechecking game. 

He’s got a dangerous one-timer and catch-and-release wrister but he 
doesn’t tunnel vision for his shot, he sees the ice well, and he can make 
plays back against the grain. He’s got good hands, which help him make 
outside-in plays to beat defenders one-on-one more than he gets credit 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

for. He uses space well and makes a lot of plays off of his backhand. His 
skating is a work in progress but I know he’s committed to it and spends 
a lot of time on it in the offseason. He’s also got a pro frame to build upon 
and a June birthday that gives him good runway. 

27. Seamus Casey — RHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Casey had a bit of an up-and-down season, with a strong start and finish 
briefly overcast by some struggles in the middle which prompted some 
scouts to question his first-round merits and his decision-making. I really 
like a lot of his tools in isolation. When he’s on, there’s an unmistakable 
flow to his game where the puck just moves through him to its next 
destination within the pace of play, whether that’s a heady outlet out of a 
D-to-D pass or a quick carry into a cross-ice pass to allow his teammates 
to get open for him. Inside the offensive zone, he can make things 
happen with his blend of mobility and handling (he walks the line 
effortlessly but he also handles the puck like a forward one on one). 
Inside the defensive zone, he thrives escaping past pressure. 

He looks effortless out there, weaving in and out of coverage, and mixing 
in delays and fakes with the puck to create space for himself or take it 
from others. He’s a fabulous puck transporter through neutral ice and a 
tactile player inside the offensive zone, where his footwork shines 
through. He’s undersized and will need to get stronger in college, but his 
feet and stick help compensate and really began to show up in the more 
consistent stops he began making down the stretches. He can also 
comfortably play his off side (the left side), providing added versatility. 

And when there are openings in coverage to expose (whether with his 
feet attacking into space or through a seam as a passer), he’ll take them. 
I thought he showed improved problem-solving and instincts down the 
stretch as well. Scouts tend to be lower on him than public sphere 
evaluators and that may mean he’s available in the second round, but his 
talent, handedness and position keep him here for me (and may still 
make him a first-rounder when it’s all said and done). 

28. Ivan Miroshnichenko — LW/RW, Omskie Krylia, 6-foot-1 

Miroshnichenko is the hardest player in this year’s draft class to rank 
because of his health following a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis in early 
2022. The latest update is that he has completed his treatment in 
Germany and has been cleared to resume training under a full load in 
Russia, so that’s a big positive. Teams are all having the same 
conversations about where their threshold would be in the draft to take 
him. I’ve settled here, after the core group of 27 players that I believe 
strongest in. For context, Miroshnichenko was widely regarded as 
Russia’s best prospect in this draft before the diagnosis, even after a so-
so start to his season had pushed him from the top three conversation 
into more of a top-10 projection (before I learned of the diagnosis, he 
slotted 11th on my list, which was a smidge lower than most). 

As a player, Miroshnichenko has an illustrious international track record 
as a captain and first-line player in his age group (often alongside 2023 
sensation Matvei Michkov) and a good though less inspiring domestic 
track record. 

There are some exciting attributes to his game and it’s well rounded, so 
it’s never been hard to understand the appeal. He’s got an athletic pro 
frame. He shoots it hard (both his wrister and his one-timer/off one-touch 
shots) from mid range, giving him clear power-play upside. He’s a 
powerful skater through his edges and crossovers. He’s got good 
playmaking instincts. He’s a dexterous player who catches bad passes, 
manages to keep control when the play breaks down or the ice is 
choppy, and gets his stick on tips, etc. And he’s noticeably engaged shift 
to shift without the puck. My big hiccup with him is that I don’t find him to 
be a great problem-solver. While he can make the first play he sees on 
instinct, he doesn’t do a good job breaking down the play to think it 
through. No matter where he lands on draft day, it’ll be a testament to his 
status as a prospect and the pro style that he played before the 
diagnosis. Worth noting: Though he’s ranked 28th here, not all of the 
players I have in front of him will be drafted in the first round, which 
means I probably wouldn’t be prepared to take the gamble on 

Miroshnichenko until somewhere in the middle of the second round when 
the above players are gone. 

29. Jack Hughes — C, Northeastern University, six-feet 

The youngest player in college hockey this season, Hughes’ Nov. 2003 
birthday allowed him to play two years at the U.S. NTDP ahead of his 
draft class and jump right in with the Huskies in Hockey East, where he 
posted 16 points in 39 games to finish fourth among the 14 under-19 
forwards who played in the NCAA this year (behind the 19 points all 
scored by Jets first-rounder Chaz Lucius, fellow 2022 draft eligible Jack 
Devine, and Lightning fourth-rounder Dylan Duke). 

Hughes is a prospect I’ve liked whenever I’ve watched him play over the 
last three seasons. He makes his linemates better and does a great job 
manufacturing shots and chances for himself (which I’d insist he has 
always done even when his production skewed toward the assist column 
at the program). I see a diligent two-way centre who skates well enough 
(this quality is underrated by some, I’d argue), possesses excellent 
hands, has a great deal of poise and vision under pressure, and thrives 
as a distributor (especially finding backdoor options). He doesn’t have 
star power, but I won’t be surprised if he becomes a heady, playmaking 
pivot who knows where to be and how to use the ice in order to reach his 
middle-six upside in the NHL. I expect him to take a step and produce 
more as a sophomore. The skill is there. 

30. Ryan Chesley — RHD, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

Chesley, one of the more universally well-liked prospects in this draft 
among NHL folks, has been a top prospect in this age group for years 
and has developed into a well-rounded, hard-shooting two-way defender. 
After a slow start to his year, he really came on late and played his best 
hockey when all eyes were on him down the stretch into U18 worlds. I 
like him in neutral ice on both sides of the puck. He’s got a great stick. He 
can really rip it when he takes the five-to-eight feet available off of the 
line and looks for his own shot. Balanced skating mechanics, good 
posture, and an ability and willingness to defend with the body and stick 
help him defend at a very high level man-to-man. And while his 
production doesn’t leap off the page at you, that’s largely because 
Hutson and Casey were the go-to power-play defencemen at the 
program. He looks and plays a lot like a pro already and was counted 
upon to play alongside Hutson on Team USA’s top pairing in the program 
(a trust that was also reflected in the ‘A’ on his jersey). His game lacks 
the creativity of Hutson and Casey, but I’ve learned not to confuse his 
“what-you-see-is-what-you-get” game for being ordinary. He’s extremely 
effective and there’s still some aggressiveness and skill to his package, 
even if it’s more predictable. 

Chesley and Howard have known each other since they were 10, so I 
asked Howard about his team’s assistant captain. Here’s what he said: 
“He’s a really good, two-way, physical, big defenceman who thinks the 
game at a high level. I think my favourite part about his game is his gap 
control. It’s super elite in his gaps and that’s huge for a defenceman. 
He’s really hard to get around.” 

31. Tristan Luneau — RHD, Gatineau Olympiques, 6-foot-2 

Luneau was the first pick in the 2020 QMJHL draft and looked like a 
surefire first-rounder through the Youth Olympics (where he was an 
alternate captain) and into his strong rookie season in the QMJHL (where 
he won the league’s defensive rookie of the year award). And while it 
took him some time to get back to that status after a knee procedure cost 
him his summer, his preseason, and the first three games of the regular 
season, he hit his stride in the second half and into Gatineau’s two-round 
playoff run, logging huge all situations minutes and contributing 
offensively while playing a matchup role against the opposition’s best. 
Luneau’s game isn’t dynamic, but he’s a smooth-skating (without being 
explosive, something some scouts worry about) right-shot defenceman 
who can competently run a power play, is a plus-level passer, has 
developed his shot into more of a weapon, and reads the play at as high 
a level as just about any defenceman in the draft (with and without the 
puck at both ends). He plays a cerebral two-way game that lends itself to 
driving play. And while he’s a high-floor, low-ceiling type, his size, 
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maturity, roundedness and discreet offensive game and skating (both of 
which I expect will show themselves more next season with full health 
and a summer of steady training) should make him an efficient, all-
purpose guy.  

More: How 2022 NHL Draft prospect Tristan Luneau has used family 
influences to fuel his drive 

32. Ty Nelson — RHD, North Bay Battalion, 5-foot-10 

A No. 1 pick into the OHL himself, Nelson has always been a draw for his 
offensive skill. But he’s also a stocky, athletic kid who is the most 
physically well-built prospect I’ve come across in this draft class. There’s 
some risk-taking that comes with his game but as he learns to simplify a 
bit, he’s got the makings of both a modern and throwback D (he does not 
shy away physically despite his size). His head is always up, his shot 
pops and he’s not afraid to use it. He’s eager to activate up ice and join 
the rush or lead a transition sequence, he side-steps pressure with ease, 
and while I wouldn’t say he’s fast, his stride is compact and balanced 
through forward and backwards pushes and aggressive and almost 
choppy through his crossovers (in part because of how darn big and 
strong he is for his size). He more than held his own defensively this 
season, too, which bodes well for his ability to translate the rest of his 
game up levels. There were times this season where I actually wanted 
him to play a little looser and attacking because I think he’s capable of 
even more offensively than his 61 points in 79 games already reveal, but 
some of that is the system they play in North Bay. 

Here’s how Nelson describes himself: “I’m a two-way defenceman. I love 
to play in the offensive zone and control the pace of the game. I’m the 
power-play quarterback but I can also be the shutdown defenceman and 
block a shot when needed and take a hit to make a play. I love bringing 
the physical aspect as well.” 

33. Jordan Dumais — RW, Halifax Mooseheads, 5-foot-8 

In my nine classes scouting the NHL Draft now, no first-year-eligible Q 
prospect has posted more points than the 109 Dumais did this season. 
And yet he wasn’t invited to the CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game and NHL 
Central Scouting slotted him 73rd among North American skaters on their 
final list. Dumais is small and his extensions through his stride need 
some cleaning up (they can look stunted and drag at the toe caps), but 
he’s a tremendously hardworking player who has produced at the top of 
his age group for years, with a wide-ranging offensive game that allows 
him to create offence in a variety of ways. He’ll beat you with a quick 
give-and-go on one shift, a standstill pass on the next, a dance to the 
high slot on the next, and quick hands and determination around the net 
on the next. 

Here’s Mooseheads head coach Sylvain Favreau on Dumais: “He was a 
kid that was a little bit off the radar but he’s ‘Mr. Consistent.’ He just 
works hard every night. He’s a natural goal scorer, he’s got a knack to 
finish, and at 17 he leads our team in takeaways. He hunts pucks and 
most of the time when we’re showing forecheck videos to our team, he’s 
the star of those. He’s smaller-sized but he’s actually a pretty fast skater 
even if maybe he’s not the smoothest looking. And the way that he plays, 
with the urgency and relentlessness that he has in every one of his shifts, 
he’s definitely on the radar now.” 

And here’s general manager Cam Russell: “Tremendous hockey skill, 
maybe the best vision on our team (he’ll make passes that we don’t even 
see when we’re sitting in the stands), he’s probably our best guy on the 
wall breaking pucks out of the defensive zone under pressure, and if you 
watch him play he’s the first guy back on the backcheck every time. He’s 
a smaller guy and he looks like a bit of a choppy skater but his skating is 
great, he’ll win every race to the puck, and he’s just a player. He has 
been great this year. He has definitely garnered the attention of NHL 
scouts. He just makes everybody on a line better. When you’re skilled 
and then you throw in the fact that he’s your best backchecker and your 
best guy along the wall, it’s hard not to blike the kid.” 

34. Jagger Firkus — RW, Moose Jaw Warriors, 5-foot-10 

Firkus is one of those little guys who just always seems to be around it. 
He plays the game with pace, energy, and skill so that you can’t help but 
notice him shift-to-shift as he dashes around the ice making plays 
offensively. With the puck, defenders struggle to stick with him off of cuts 
and when they do he’s got the craftiness to beat them in other ways. 
Without the puck, he races in and out of pockets to get open. The result 
is a magnetic game that pulls you (and opposing players) in and then 
beats them with aggression and intention. Where scouts often ask 
questions about drafting a kid who is as light as he is in and around the 
first round (he’s listed at 153 pounds), the way he plays the game has 
really endeared himself to just about everyone. 

He does not lack confidence in his abilities either. Here’s Firkus on the 
constant size questions and his message to NHL teams: “I don’t care and 
that’s the truth. I honestly don’t care. I’ve been small my whole life and 
it’s not like I’m just going to magically be 6-foot-1.” 

35. Simon Forsmark — LHD, Örebro HK, 6-foot-2 

Forsmark is a mobile, pro-built, offensively-inclined defender who plays 
an active, engaged style that involves himself in all three zones. He’s 
eager to join and lead rushes in transition with his long stride (though 
there is some work to do on his footwork and timing). He gaps well back 
the other way. He’s physical and uses his size to win battles and 
leverage pucks away from opposing carriers. And he has learned to 
manage the game and the puck with more poise and efficiency. His 
October 2003 birthday makes him one of the older players in the draft, 
but he’s also further down his pro trajectory in the SHL to reflect that. 
He’s got some work to do on his shot (which is a little stilted). I like the 
components of his game and frame a lot, though. If Örebro use him in a 
more offensive role next season, I think he’s capable of making a 
statement in them. 

36. Mats Lindgren — LHD, Kamloops Blazers, 5-foot-11 

Lindgren plays the game the way it’s meant to be played. He uses 
movement to shape play in all three zones. In the defensive zone that 
looks like subtle little close-outs, an active stick, and the footwork and 
headiness required to absorb pressure and play past it (whether with a 
quick escape into a simple headman or something that appears as 
simple as a five-foot bump pass that he never screws up). In neutral ice, 
that looks like perfect timing and accuracy on his passes and carries 
(whether switching sides with an east-west pass or a carry through the 
guts of the ice and a pass on entry). In the offensive zone, it looks like 
clever puck management across the line and through seams as he 
manipulates structure with his feet. Lindgren plays the calm, cool, 
collected and mobile but not necessarily flashy game that we’re seeing 
more and more of out of the defenders his size who are breaking in (see: 
Scott Perunovich, Rasmus Sandin, Jordan Spence, etc.).  

More: How NHL Draft prospect Mats Lindgren Jr. built a unique playing 
style 

37. Jack Devine — RW, University of Denver, 5-foot-11 

Devine, like Hughes, parlayed a 2003 birthday into an early move to 
college out of the U.S. NTDP. And like Hughes, I’ve been fond of what 
Devine brings to the table since his U17 year. His skill level doesn’t pop 
like some of USA Hockey’s other 2003s and 2004s, but he’s a better 
player than his numbers the last two years (the first of which was 
influenced in part by injury, and the second of which was influenced in 
part by playing lower in a deep Pioneers roster that would win the 
national championship). He uses a tenacious playmaking style to drive 
play, keep sequences alive, and help out in the little battles and areas of 
the ice that tilt it in the right direction. I’ve also seen his skill really flash in 
possession, hanging onto pucks and playing between checks to blend 
effort with above-average talent. He’s not going to be a star but I expect 
him to become a very productive NCAA player sooner rather than later 
here and eventually make a strong case for a middle-six role as a 
contributing NHL forward. When he starts to hang onto pucks and looks 
to attack people as a passer or carrier with more confidence, he’s going 
to be really good. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

Here’s Pioneers head coach David Carle on Devine: “I’m a fan and I think 
he’s just going to continue to get better as we go here. He’s a big part of 
our future and we’ve got a good forward group, so he’s maybe not getting 
all of the opportunity that he maybe normally would but that doesn’t mean 
that he’s not going to … We had a really good conversation with him and 
his family coming in. We loved Jack’s hockey sense and skill level and 
we thought this would be a great team for him to grow with. He’s ready to 
take the reins of that and come his sophomore and junior years here. It 
has been a great year of development for him. He’s a player who wants 
to learn and wants to get better and we’ve been really happy with him 
and not surprised, I should say.” 

38. Nathan Gaucher — C, Quebec Remparts, 6-foot-3 

Gaucher is a big, strong kid who can really build a head of steam (his 
feet can look heavy early in his acceleration patterns but when they even 
out and he gets going, he’s fast) and push through the middle of the ice 
in transition or attack off the wall inside the offensive zone. At the junior 
level, there are games where he really imposes himself and just looks 
bigger and stronger than everyone else, combining his ability to drive 
with and without the puck to wreak havoc. But he has some touch and 
finishing ability too. So he’ll play to the middle lane and jump defenders 
to the inside, but he’ll also make his share of soft little plays to the middle 
off the wall as a passer, or rip a puck in from midrange. I see all of the 
pro tools that scouts love in him, but I just haven’t been able to level them 
against his sub-point-per-game production as a third-year junior player, 
and I wonder if some of his strengths will be muted up levels. I 
understand while he’ll probably go in the first round, and I think he’s got a 
real chance to be an NHLer, but I’d be reluctant to take him there. I think 
too often players like Gaucher are viewed as the safer pick versus, say, a 
smaller kid like a Firkus, because of their size, and I think the reverse is 
often the case. 

39. Elias Salomonsson — RHD, Skellefteå AIK, six-feet 

Scouts were expecting more out of Salomonsson this season than what 
he gave them (both domestically and internationally) after he impressed 
as a 16-year-old at the J20 level a year ago. As a result, I think many 
have found it difficult to get excited about him, as one fine but not 
noteworthy performance spilled into another. He just didn’t progress like 
most of the other kids who were “names” coming into this year. I think it’s 
easy to forget that, because we’ve been keeping watchful eye on him for 
a little longer than most, he’s also one of the youngest players in the 
draft, with an August 31 birthday that puts him two weeks away from 
eligibility for 2023. 

He’s got work to do to tighten up his positioning and his reads/decision-
making but the things he needs to work on tend mostly to be about reps 
and maturity. I like his comfort level under pressure and confidence for a 
player as young as he is. He moves well in all four directions, he involves 
himself in a lot of plays offensively, he’s got room and runway to fill out 
his frame, and most of his finer skills (like his shot and his handling) get 
plus grades. It doesn’t hurt that he’s a 6-foot-1 righty either. His problem 
is that his actual tools are better than the way he utilizes them. That’s 
something I’m comfortable betting on. He’s going to need the right team 
and the right development to reach his full potential, but if he gets it, he’s 
capable of becoming a productive top-six NHL defenceman. There’s 
some risk in drafting him, for sure, but there is in every player in this 
range. 

40. Nicholas Moldenhauer — C/RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 

After the start to his draft year went about as badly as it possibly could, 
Moldenhauer overcame serious illness and grave injury to emerge as 
one of the best forwards in the USHL in the second half, reaffirming the 
top prospect status it was always believed he had in minor hockey. He’s 
a high-energy worker who combines an engine that is always revved with 
an offensive toolbox that lacks dynamism but also get B grades across 
the board. He’s a Swiss Army knife who sees the ice at a high level, 
reads and anticipates play quickly, and makes his linemates better with 
his ability to go get pucks, be in the right place at the right time, and 
facilitate with his solid vision and playmaking instincts. I expect him to put 

up big point totals in the USHL next season, before making an immediate 
jump into impact college player as a freshman. He’s just a really good 
hockey player. 

More: After facing down ‘devastation’, 2022 NHL Draft prospect Nick 
Moldenhauer is making up for lost time 

41. Mattias Hävelid — RHD, Linkoping HC, 5-foot-9 

Hävelid’s a small defender whose defensive game doesn’t come with the 
deficiencies that you might expect it would. He’s proficient at everything, 
the kind of player who knows who he is, plays within himself, and always 
looks like the game is being played in front of him. He plays tight gaps, 
he’s confident in control, he’s got great poise on both sides of the puck, 
and everything is executed cleanly and decisively. He knows when to 
pick his spots to attack and then has the tools (including a great wrister) 
to make things happen. He never looks like he’s scrambling or having to 
think out there. He’s a well-rounded, effective and ultimately impactful 
defenceman. I don’t think he’s a defenceman that coaches are going to 
see as small. 

42. Rieger Lorenz — LW, Okotoks Oilers, 6-foot-2 

The top NHL prospect at Canada’s Jr. A level this year, Lorenz, who 
posted 96 points in a 74 combined regular season and playoff games in 
the AJHL and impressed as one of Team Canada’s lone bright spots at 
U18 worlds (where they outscored the opposition 6-0 with him on the ice 
at five-on-five). He’s a driven, puck-protection player who wins lanes in 
possession, forechecks to get it back when he doesn’t have it, gets to 
high-danger areas (either in control with his soft hands or off the puck to 
play to the front of the net), and then can finish plays when he’s there 
with a hard and accurate shot. But he can also play to the perimeter and 
facilitate (he does a good job identifying and then finding second and 
third options). He’s not mean, but he already takes what is given (and 
sometimes what isn’t), plays hard, elevates his linemates, and will 
continue to fill out his frame. He was also one of the best penalty killers in 
the AJHL this year and led the league in short-handed goals with five. 
Lorenz projects as a middle-six winger. 

Here’s one AJHL source on Lorenz: “He’s a big rig that’s skilled and can 
play.” 

43. Jordan Gustafson — C, Seattle Thunderbirds, 5-foot-11 

Gustafson is a versatile, all-purpose forward who has impressed me this 
year with his defensive aptitude on the penalty kill and at even strength, 
where he’s always above the puck and breaks up a lot of passes with his 
ability to read and anticipate the play. He was a top offensive player in 
minor hockey and those skills are still evident in his heads-up passing 
game and his extremely soft hands, as well as his sneaky ability to 
protect the puck below the goal line and work off the cycle for a player his 
size. The combination of his work ethic, his skill, his pace of play (he’s 
usually one of the faster and quicker players on the sheet but he also 
plays like it), and his attention to detail should help him maximize his 
ceiling. I expect his production (about point per game this year) to take a 
leap forward when Thunderbirds veterans like Henrik Rybinsk and Lukas 
Svejkovsky move on next year. 

44. Markus Vidicek — C, Halifax Mooseheads, 5-foot-9 

Vidicek’s a slick playmaker with a good acceleration gear who plays a 
gifted offensive game built upon a filthy set of hands and a sixth sense 
for placing pucks with the perfect weight through layers. He is, for my 
money, one of the most underrated players in this draft class (along with 
his Halifax teammate, Dumais). Not only does he have the kind of 
statistical track record that typically lands a prospect in the second or 
third round, but he also looks like that kind of talent on the ice. Mix in a 
sound game without the puck and a competitive fire that involves him in 
the game more than players his size sometimes do, and he’s a bet I 
wouldn’t hesitate to make in the mid-to-late rounds. Don’t be surprised if 
he rattles off 90 points next year, puts himself in the world juniors 
conversation in two years’ time, and we’re talking about him as one of the 
better late-round selections. 
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45. Jani Nyman — LW/RW, Ilves/KOOVEE, 6-foot-3 

Nyman’s a big, strong, heavy kid with uncharacteristic playmaking feel. 
The more I watched him this year (which he spent playing primarily to a 
point-per-game clip in Finland’s second-tier Mestis pro level), the fonder I 
grew of the advanced development path he’s on. Then you contextualize 
it against his July 30 birthday and there’s a lot to be excited about. He 
stands out on the ice for more than just how big and strong he is (and 
how hard he shoots the puck out of his curl and drag). He’s also got good 
playmaking feel, the right instincts off the puck, great hands in tight. And 
while he’s already over 200 pounds, he carries a lot of weight around — 
and he’ll have to be careful not to get too heavy — he moves well for his 
size (he can really get going and regularly puts defenders on their heels 
in transition, even if he’s not quick in short bursts/races). 

46. Owen Beck — C, Mississauga Steelheads, six-feet 

Beck is a strong, athletic kid who has endeared himself to scouts for his 
middle-lane, driven, pro-style game and plus-level speed. He didn’t 
produce enough, for me, this year to earn the first-round rating that some 
in the public and private spheres have given him, but he’s a noticeable 
shift-to-shift player who excels at getting to the inside, pushing tempo, 
and winning battles. And there is skill to his game (he’s got good hands 
and enough talent to make things happen when he’s around the puck all 
the time) even if it fits within more of a hurry-up style than a slow-the-
game-down-and-problem-solve one. He can play in all situations with a 
variety of linemate types and projects as a third-line player who can play 
up and down a lineup where needed. 

47. Luca Del Bel Belluz — C, Mississauga Steelheads, 6-foot-1 

Del Bel Belluz is a player I’ve struggled to wrap my head around this 
year. When I’ve watched him, I haven’t been able to counterbalance what 
I’ve seen against his strong production and No. 8 ranking among North 
American skaters by NHL Central Scouting. He’s got some good tools in 
isolation, which reveal themselves a few times a game, whether that’s a 
slight pre-pre-shot deception in his release that can fool goalies, his quick 
hands, or his soft skills in execution when there’s a play to be made. And 
while I think his skating is a little better than he gets credit for, slowish 
feet combine with a game that too often doesn’t fit together in the whole, 
and his Nov. 2003 birthday, to leave me unconvinced about what exactly 
he’ll be at the next level. Or whether he’s capable of taking the steps 
forward that most of his peers will in junior to reach beyond where he’s 
presently at (concerns which were reinforced in a disappointing playoffs). 

48. Adam Ingram — C, Youngstown Phantoms, 6-foot-2 

After racing out of the gate to 38 points in his first 28 games of the year in 
the USHL, Ingram generated some fringe first-round consideration before 
coming back down to earth to finish with 18 points in his final 28 games. 
The end result was still a respectable year and 56 points in 56 games. 
Maybe more notably, those 56 points were also 17 more than the next-
closest forward on the team (who also played in five fewer games). So 
Ingram was doing the bulk of his team’s scoring on his own. He’s an 
older player (Oct. 14, 2003) so some of that is to be expected, but it’s still 
a strong indicator of his ability. 

Ingram is a multi-dimension offensive player who can beat junior-level 
defenders with his ability to handle the puck at speed, and snap it off of 
his stick in motion. He was dangerous both around the offensive zone 
and in transition this year, regularly manufacturing offence with the puck 
on his stick. He also plays the game with intellect and does a good job 
processing the play in front of him so that he doesn’t have to rely on any 
one habit/skill to create. He needs to fill out his wiry frame, but if he can 
get stronger and pick up half a step (his skating is better than it gets 
credit for) he’ll be a top college player and give himself a shot. 

49. Ludwig Persson — LW, Frölunda HC, six-feet 

One of the most productive junior-level players in Sweden this year, 
Persson is expected to play for BIK Karlskoga in the second-tier 
HockeyAllsvenskan next year in order to play in the offensive role he 
needs to play in (and can’t yet be afforded with Frölunda). He’s one of 

the older players in the draft, but he was productive at junior, third-rung 
pro, and international levels even last year. Persson is a highly-talented 
player in possession and at his best when he’s getting touches and 
asked to be the primary offensive creator on his line. Against his peers, 
he navigates in and out of traffic with ease, uses pressure as a tool to 
facilitate through, and blends fakes and delays with subtle passing touch 
and a very quick release. There’s a little bit of a boom or bust element to 
his projection, but there’s no denying he’s a top player in his age group in 
Sweden (I expect him to play on their world junior team this winter) and 
he’s got some legitimate tools to work with. 

50. Calle Odelius — LHD, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-11 

Odelius is a steadying, calculating two-way defenceman who plays a 
head-on-a-swivel game built upon snuffing plays out defensively and 
advancing play back the other direction. He’s not a dynamic on-puck 
carrier or creator in the offensive zone, but he’s prolific at moving the 
puck from A to B either with precision first passes or comfortable north-
south carrying. He’s also got a strong, strong athletic foundation and a 
balanced skating posture (he’s one of the better backwards skaters in the 
draft for me) that allows him to manage the rush, quickly move from 
accepting a pass into sending one while on the heels of his skates, and 
leverage his strong frame to its fullest in engagements. He doesn’t 
project as a top-end player but his game’s impressive control and 
efficiency could well make him an everyday NHL defenceman. 

51. Lian Bichsel — LHD, Leksands IF, 6-foot-5 

Bichsel is a towering defenceman who moves well and showed well in 
the SHL this season before he suffered a concussion on a hit from 
behind in March which derailed the final stretch of his year and kept him 
out of U18 worlds (where he was expected to captain the Swiss). He’s 
heaviest players in this draft, and because he doesn’t lumber around and 
he’s fairly comfortable carrying the puck (both in transition and across the 
line), there are teams that are prepared to bet on his upside in the first 
round. Bichsel defends the rush, the cycle and the net well, and that will 
always be his calling card. Some sloppiness can develop in his game 
when play caves in on him and pace ramps up though, and I worry about 
just how big he already is (225 pounds) and some of the challenges he 
might face if he ends up playing closer to 240 pounds (which isn’t at all 
out of the question). 

52. Sam Rinzel — RHD, Waterloo Black Hawks/Chaska High, 6-foot-4 

Rinzel’s appeal is all about the potential because it feels like he’s just 
scratching the surface. He’s a long, right-shot defender who thrives in 
transition, is relatively inexperienced (he split his season between 
Minnesota’s high school circuit and the USHL, impressing in both, and 
will return to junior next year for one season before heading off to the 
University of Minnesota), has room to fill out his frame, has already 
quickly played catch-up with his peers along a steep progression, and 
has time (thanks to a late-June birthday) to do more of that. He’s a fluid 
skater with an active stick and an eager approach to playing offence and 
defence that keeps him involved in all three zones. 

53. Owen Pickering — LHD, Swift Current Broncos, 6-foot-4 

Pickering’s offensive production doesn’t jump out at you, but his long, 
effortless skating does. He’s one of the smoothest gliders in the draft and 
through his pivots and backwards crossovers, effortlessly moving from 
forwards to backwards for a player his size. He’s still really lean and has 
struggled to add muscle to his frame, but his north-south game is really 
impressive. There’s some work to do to add elements to a smooth but 
unremarkable game inside the offensive zone but he was productive on a 
low-scoring team, his point shot is hard, and there are a growing number 
of folks (myself included) who think his skating will carry him to the NHL. I 
wouldn’t balk at taking him in the 30s, but his ceiling as more of a 
complementary defenceman at the next level leaves me a little lower on 
him than some. 

54. Julian Lutz — LW/RW, EHC München, 6-foot-2 
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A back injury cost Lutz most of the season and kept him from training for 
much of his layoff, but he’s athletic, and his pro-frame matches a 
readymade pro game to give him real upside as a potential top-nine 
winger. I suspect, had he played a full campaign, that I would have 
ranked him in the 30s or 40s. But I’m just more comfortable with the 
names ahead of him due to his lost time, even after a strong showing for 
the Germans at U18 worlds. There’s a lot to like about Lutz’s makeup. He 
already looks the part, with a strong, athletic build. He’s a smooth, 
balanced skater through his outside edges, leaning through a linear line 
over his blades to twist, turn, maneuver and weave his way up ice. He 
plays the game with energy and a strong middle-lane drive, keeps his 
feet moving, and involves himself physically. He’s got a pro shot through 
his wrister and one-timer. There’s a lot that’s projectable about his game. 
It’s not hard to imagine him becoming a top-nine winger. 

55. Cruz Lucius — RW, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

After battling a wrist injury this year, Lucius came on strong down the 
stretch with 12 points in his final 10 games at the program on a dominant 
third line with captain Rutger McGroarty. Lucius is a patient playmaker 
who slows the game down and uses delays, lightly-weighted passes, and 
the attention he pulls into himself to create through layers for his 
linemates. Like his older brother Chaz, his skating (which pitchforks) is 
the primary concern with his projection. But he plays within the pace of 
play so well, problem solves really effectively, and has a sneaky quick 
and accurate release that I think is going to produce greater goal totals 
than we’ve seen to date. He will ultimately be defined, though, by his 
ability to continue to wait for plays to develop and stay cerebral as the 
speed of the level around him ramps up. If he can, he’ll be a 
complementary playmaking winger. 

Here’s Nightingale on Lucius: “He’s a special player. He’s a team guy, for 
one. He’s very cerebral to a unique level. I know it was a challenging 
year for him injury-wise but it’s a testament to his character that he 
stayed with it. Because it took him some time and he hasn’t played a ton 
of games, but he’s confident in his ability and he should be. We’re 
excited that he’s playing his best hockey now.” 

Here’s Lucius after returning: “Part of my game is holding onto the puck 
and trying to find my teammates, whether I’m getting rid of it faster or 
holding on. That’s what I’ve got to keep doing — (creating) openings for 
my teammates.” 

And here’s Lucius from a conversation before the injury troubles: “I would 
describe my game as definitely a playmaking sniper, a shooting 
playmaker. I think that I can make the right plays and I know where guys 
are. Even if people may think that they’re not open, I can find them. But I 
can also finish.” 

And here’s Chaz on his little brother: “He’s more of a pass-first guy but 
he’s just so smart and I think people will realize that too. I feel like he’s 
just a wizard with the puck. He always knows where to place it and spots 
to put it in and I feel like he’s just growing into his body now so I think 
he’s got another two inches to grow. He’s coming along fast and he’s just 
a wonderful passer.” 

56. Danny Zhilkin — C, Guelph Storm, 6-foot-1 

There’s a lot to like about Zhilkin. The physical makeup is already there. 
His speed and quick hands both get really high grades and can catch 
your eye. His defensive game has become a real strength (including in 
the faceoff circle) and even resulted in him playing defence for a game 
and a half this season. But he’s also a December 2003 and I would have 
liked to see him make finishing plays a little more consistently (whether 
that’s by putting the puck in himself more consistently on the chances he 
gets, or making that final pass that sets up a goal more regularly) this 
year knowing that and his athletic advantages. I seriously debated him as 
high as the late 30s/early 40s here though. 

More: How 2022 NHL Draft prospect Danny Zhilkin, with some help, 
made a dream happen 

57. Bryce McConnell-Barker — C, Soo Greyhounds, 6-foot-1 

McConnell-Barker looked better whenever I watched the Soo this year 
than his 54 points in 78 combined regular season and playoff games 
might suggest at a glance. He was a top prospect in the 2004 age group 
growing up and he often looks the part, with a dangerous, natural wrist 
shot (that he was owed a few more goals out of), above-average hands 
and processing, and the right instincts all over the ice. He’s also a June 
birthday. I expect him to break out in a more prominent role next season 
after the Soo lose much of their core. He feels to me like a better 
prospect than where I have him slotted, as weird as that is to say. 

58. Filip Bystedt — C, Linköping HC, 6-foot-3 

Bystedt is a big boy who moves well (especially when he builds a head of 
steam through the neutral zone) and thrives in puck control, with the 
skills of protection out wide to his body that you expect in a player his 
size, but also the propensity to pull and drag pucks through his feet. 
Those tools make him noticeable and intriguing by default. When he’s 
carrying pucks and looking to attack, he’s a lot to handle. There’s more 
than meets the eye with his game offensively. I do wonder, though, if he 
knows exactly what he is, because I think he played a different style in 
each of J20, the SHL, and U18 worlds, and I often found myself 
wondering whether I was going to get a player who wanted to be a 
physical driver and net-front guy, or the finesse guy who wants to hang 
onto the puck and create with skill. That he can show well at being both 
is a positive, but there’s a bit of an identity crisis happening and I’m not 
sure he really fits the mould of the former (which is what NHL coaches 
will likely want out of him). 

59. Tomas Hamara — LHD, Tappara, six-feet 

Hamara is a subtly impactful three-zone defenceman who can play the 
offensive defenceman role when that’s what’s needed or settle things 
down and play a simpler game where required. His game is all about 
execution. He executes his outlet and neutral-zone passes at a really 
reliable rate. He executes little exits with his feet, pushing through sticks 
into a short skate. He’s patient under pressure. I love his ability in 
distribution at the top of the umbrella on the power play. When he’s at his 
best, he looks like a general directing play back there, even if he’s not 
flying around the ice looking dynamic. He was Czechia’s No. 1 D at U18 
worlds and also played on a top Liiga team this year, a testament to the 
respect he has garnered across levels. He can get beat one-on-one 
against really talented players, where it can almost look like he’s too 
comfortable with who he is and not ready, but that’s really my only 
nitpick. If Hamara stays on the path he’s on, I think he’s capable of 
becoming a solid third-pairing D. 

Here’s Czechia head coach Jakub Petr on Hamara: “He’s (an) all-way 
defenceman. He can handle the puck. He’s the kind of defenceman I like. 
I talked to him and I’m so proud of him so far. He’s a good prospect.” 

60. Matyas Sapovaliv — C/LW, Saginaw Spirit, 6-foot-3 

Sapovaliv’s really noticeable on the puck because of his poise in 
possession and length. He’s never in a rush to get rid of the puck and 
commonly hangs onto it to make a slow play with a player on his hip, 
whether spinning off inside the offensive zone, or just holding it off his 
own hip with his long stick long enough for the player to move off of him 
so that he can make his play. He shields the puck as well as anyone in 
the draft and understands how to hold positioning and use his body (even 
in his upright skating stance) and soft hands to create advantages. He 
can play on the perimeter a little too much though, always trying to slow 
the game down and wait for a seam to open up for his standout passing 
game, and he’s not a dynamic finisher or skater, which makes him less 
productive than he is attention-grabbing. 

61. Aleksanteri Kaskimäki — C/LW, HIFK, six-feet 

All else equal, Kaskimäki probably ranks a few slots higher here. He was 
one of the top forwards in Finland’s junior league this year, getting 
whatever looks he wanted and often racking up double-digit single-game 
shot totals. He played on Finland’s top line (though he was definitely its 
third fiddle) at U18 worlds and looked comfortable with the puck in a pair 
of brief Liiga stints as well. His hands can really flash. When he gets an 
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opportunity (whether that’s being left alone in the slot or a defender 
making a mistake), he’s got the skill to make plays. He’s strong for his 
size and works hard to be at the centre of the action. But he’s also one of 
those classic case studies where he’s really going to have to hit a lot of 
checkpoints to become an offensive case-use player and he’s probably 
not going to be a role player (even though he has been used in 
defensive/penalty killing minutes at times at lower levels). 

62. Vinzenz Rohrer — C/RW, Ottawa 67’s, 5-foot-10 

The more I watched Rohrer this season, and the more I learned about 
him, the more I liked him. He’s a righty, airy skater who can weave 
through neutral ice to gain the zone, or win a race for a flipped 
breakaway puck. He creates from outside in, evading checks and sliding 
passes through seams but will also drive the net or try a wraparound. His 
feet and hands move out of sync, sending mixed messages and 
deceiving defenders with his pathing. He’s got a natural curl-and-drag 
shot that he uses to change angles on goalies and pick corners out of a 
pre-shot kick in his blade. He’ll mix in delays and pull-ups to control 
tempo. His puck skill can really flash, especially handling the puck at the 
toe of his blade. And though his 52 points in 68 games don’t scream NHL 
upside, his birthday (just days away from eligibility) and the 
contextualization of that production within a low-scoring 67’s team as a 
first-year player in North America hint at it. He’s exactly the kind of player 
I’d bet on in the middle of the draft. 

More: Why the 2022 NHL Draft’s diamond in the rough might be Austria’s 
Vinzenz Rohrer 

63. Paul Ludwinski — C, Kingston Frontenacs, 5-foot-11 

Ludwinski’s one of those players whose engine is always running so hot, 
that he looks like he’s doing a lot out there when in many cases he isn’t. I 
think how often your eye goes to him, with his energized up-tempo 
skating and the way he tries to will plays into existence, can mask some 
of the inefficiency that exists in his game. A strong playoffs helped his 
case and there are scouts that are really fond of him, but I’m not sure he 
has the problem-solving to be an offensive player at the next level, and 
I’m not sure his skating-work ethic mix will be enough at his size to work 
his way into a checking/energy role. There’s a lot to like about his game 
and there’s an outcome where he becomes a beloved up-and-down the 
lineup, plug-and-play guy, but there are questions about whether he has 
the high-end skill typically needed to maximize the rest of what he has. 

Here’s Fronts assistant Chris Longo on Ludwinski: “He’s just an energy 
ball that doesn’t stop. There’s a lot to his game that’s really appealing. I 
think the biggest part is his compete and his willingness to just not stop 
working. He just goes. And there are some parts of his game that need to 
be polished but for his first year coming in, he has been very impressive. 
He’s a guy at 17 years old that we’re sending over the boards whether 
it’s late in the game, whether we need a goal, whether it’s the power play, 
or whether we need a draw and we need him to be responsible 
defensively. We’re excited to see his growth. And I know there has been 
a lot of buzz around his name. For me, I think he’s going to be a special 
player. He just brings a lot of energy. He gets very excited with the puck 
sometimes so I think once he settles that down and is not as erratic with 
the puck, he’s going to create a lot of chances for himself and start 
finishing.” 

64. Matthew Poitras — C, Guelph Storm, 5-foot-11 

There’s a lot to like about Poitras the kid, the athlete, and the player. He’s 
got a brother who plays Division I lacrosse at Loyola and he played it at a 
high level himself until he was 15 and had to choose hockey. He plays a 
tenacious skill game that puts him on the puck all the time and endeared 
itself to his head coach and general manager in Guelph, George Burnett 
(a staple of junior hockey). He’s one of those players who finds a way 
onto the scoresheet without necessarily looking like the most dangerous 
or dynamic player on the ice. He’s a crafty playmaker who can play with 
the puck on his stick or play the give-and-go in and out of space. He 
does a good job supporting play and then pushing tempo back in the 
other direction. His tools get mostly Bs across the board, though, and 

that probably means that if he makes it he’s just a player (though I think 
he’ll get the most out of himself and that might be enough to get there). 

Here’s Poitras on his game: “I’m a skilled forward. I pride myself on 
combining a skill game and a hard-working game to win battles in the 
corner but also protect the puck and make a play. The name of my game 
is having the puck on my stick, so that’s what I like to do is go get it and 
then hold it.” 

And here’s his teammate, Michael Buchinger: “I’ve known him for a 
couple of years now and he’s a great guy and a great player. He does all 
of the little things right, he’s a very hard worker, I think he’s a good 
skater, he’s got great hands, he’s got good vision, and he’s really 
creative on the ice. He’s a great guy to have on your team not just as a 
player but also as a person in the dressing room as well.” 

65. Gleb Trikozov — LW/RW, Omskie Yastreby, 6-foot-1 

Trikozov’s probably the player here whose ranking is hurt the most by the 
approach I’ve taken to slotting the Russians, because he’d slot at the 
front end of my 29-66 tier on strictly his own merits, but it’s also the 
widest tier and he’s not so clearly a cut above the kids in the 50s that I’d 
be rushing to take him ahead of them given the current uncertainty about 
what comes next for players in Russia. Where he goes will depend, as a 
result, more on the NHL club that’s picking and the info they’ve gathered 
about his plans/hopes, with most teams likely opting to steer clear. If I’m 
at the table, I’m likely playing it a smidge safe with Trikozov until this 
point in the draft (though I’d definitely still consider taking him over the 
few names directly in front of him here, where a divide does start to 
emerge a little more). 

Trikozov, an August birthday, was dominant offensively for much of this 
season in the MHL, really peaked in the playoffs, and spends a lot of time 
with the puck on his stick when he’s clicking. He can get his shot off in a 
split second out of catch-and-releases or carries and does so after 
attacking on angles and looking to beat defenders to openings in the 
offensive zone. He’s a very entertaining player who threatens with his 
skill and maneuverability off the rush, often creating good looks for 
himself or his linemates out of a quick dash immediately after entry. 
While his defensive commitment leaves a lot to be desired, Trikozov’s a 
boom-or-bust bet that could pay dividends if he can get over to North 
America and make the most of the extra year (or half year) of 
development he has in front of him relative to this draft class. 

66. Alexander Perevalov — LW/RW, Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, six-feet 

Perevalov’s a player who, a little like Ingram in the USHL, got off to a hot 
start in the MHL before cooling off as the year progressed. He’s a 
talented winger who can manufacture offence off of the flank with his 
ability to facilitate and create out wide or work his way (or the puck’s) 
through traffic. Without the puck, he also works to get it back and engage 
in battles, using his strong build to finish checks and fight for positioning 
so that he can go back on offence as quickly as possible. I like that he 
can be the driver on a line as the go-getter or the skill guy. Now it’s just 
about proving it up levels and doing it more consistently. 

67. Adam Sykora — LW, HK Nitra, 5-foot-10 

Sykora turned Slovakia’s big three into a big four for the 2022 class with 
his play this season, grabbing some of Nemec’s light when scouts would 
watch Nitra and scoring an impressive 12 goals and 22 points in 65 
regular-season and playoff games at Slovakia’s top pro level before 
making his men’s team debut at worlds (where he didn’t look out of place 
and scored another couple of goals). His year is particularly impressive 
because Nitra was one of the league’s best teams and he’s just days 
away from 2023 eligibility. 

Sykora plays determined with a knack for getting to loose pucks and 
making the most of his opportunities. I’ve seen him cut into a couple of 
his own looks on one shift, and work to play catch-up off the puck to get 
to a hole in coverage or pounce on a rebound on the next. Despite being 
smallish (he’s actually well-built and strong for his size) and not 
particularly physical, his sticktoitiveness and overall skill level allowed 
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him to play as a complementary winger against men this season. I 
suspect his small-area game will fit in even better on North American ice, 
too, so I’d love to see a CHL team take him in the import draft and an 
NHL club encourage him down that path (even if it feels to him like a step 
back from the pro game). 

68. Hunter Haight — C, Barrie Colts, 5-foot-11 

Haight has breakout season written all over him for next year. Things just 
didn’t really come together in Barrie this season and the individual 
seasons of their players all suffered as a result. But Haight’s talent as an 
individual creator and finisher is real and it feels like it’s only a matter of 
time until he’s filling the net in junior. His vision and playmaking ability 
through layers can flash. He’s a very clever little player. And then’s he’s a 
natural scorer when he’s left alone in high-danger areas. He’s not 
confusing anyone as a projectable fourth-liner or checker, but Haight’s a 
responsible off-puck player who worked to become a reliable 200-foot 
player this year. If he makes it, though, it’ll be as a hungry creator who 
takes off in the right development program (though I suspect he’s more 
likely a winger than centre at the next level). 

69. Christian Kyrou — RHD, Erie Otters, 5-foot-10 

One of the biggest risers of the draft, Kyrou (who was just days from 
being eligible for last year’s draft and probably wouldn’t have been picked 
if he was) is a smooth-skating, hard-shooting, attacking offensive 
defenceman who nearly led the Otters in scoring (and did in assists). He 
plays an ambitious game. With the puck, the result is a lot of carrying and 
movement off the line — and the risk that comes with those two things. 
Without it, he plays to close gaps early through tight gaps and doesn’t 
shy away from the physical side of the game despite being on the smaller 
side. If he can defend at a passable level, he may have utility as a 
bottom-pairing, PP2-type long term. 

70. Kasper Kulonummi — RHD, Jokerit, six-feet  

A minute-eating defenceman for Jokerit’s junior club and the Finnish U18 
team, where he logged nearly 24 minutes a night for both according to 
InStat, Kulonummi is a good-at-everything two-way defenceman. I like 
him on exits and entries (both carrying and passing going north and also 
defending back the other way). He’s got solid four-way mobility which 
allows him to beat the first layer and move the puck (which he does 
cleanly and intelligently). He’s a strong positional player who rarely gets 
exposed losing his man in coverage or beat one-on-one. And while he’s 
not dynamic with the puck and won’t likely be a power-play guy at the 
NHL level, I believe he’s got strong enough five-on-five merits to 
potentially become a regular-shift third-pairing option, and that makes 
him a worthwhile mid-to-late round pick. 

71. Ryan Greene — C, Green Bay Gamblers, 6-foot-1 

A top prospect out of Eastern Canada growing up, Greene, a 
Newfoundland native, committed at a young age to Boston University 
and has followed through with it, passing up the opportunity to be a top 
pick into the QMJHL and playing instead first for South Kent School’s 
Selects Academy (where he won the 16U national championship) and 
then Green Bay in the USHL after they drafted him with the No. 3 pick in 
the 2019 futures draft. Greene’s 51 points in 59 games led the Gamblers 
in scoring this year to follow up on a strong season a year ago with a 
steady — though not steep — progression. 

He’s got a pro frame, a lean build to fill out, a smooth (though not 
explosive) skating stride, and a well-rounded, always-in-the-mix game 
that made him an all-situations player in the USHL. The strength of his 
game offensively rests in his ability to handle to the interior and then use 
crowds to make soft little plays to teammates, or to draft to the perimeter 
and feed pucks into space. He was also one of the USHL’s most 
proficient players on the power play, with 28 of his 51 points coming on 
the man advantage. I’d like to see him look to attack into his own looks a 
little more (he actually has a very accurate wrister), but that will come 
with some muscle. I debated ranking Greene in the mid-60s and expect 
Greene to have an immediate impact at BU, where he should get a top-
nine role from the jump as a freshman. 

72. Antonin Verreault — LW, Gatineau Olympiques, 5-foot-8 

Verreault’s a tricky one. He was a No. 2 pick into the QMJHL and 
followed up his talked-about minor hockey career by winning the league’s 
Offensive Rookie of the Year Award as a point-per-game player entirely 
as a 16-year-old because of his late-July birthday. But then he never 
grew, it began to feel like he’d hit a bit of a ceiling and he fell from a ‘B’ 
rating (indicating him as a second or third round pick) in NHL Central 
Scouting’s first players to watch list to 89th at midseason and now 140th 
at year’s end. The reality is that at his size, he’s going to have to put up 
big numbers next season to give himself a shot, because he’s got to play 
in an offensive role to succeed. The bad news is that that doesn’t make 
him a worthwhile gamble in Rounds 2-4 (where the 66 players ranked 
ahead of him here will go). The good news is that I think he’s talented 
enough that he’s going to become a top producer in the Q before he 
moves on (he’s already a top offensive player for Gatineau and 
impressed me in their playoff run) and there’s no rush because of his size 
and birthdate. He’s got some of the better feel with the puck in the draft, 
he’s quick, and the playmaking sense is there. I’d be comfortable taking a 
late-round flier on him and look to build with him towards the trajectory 
that AAAA 5-foot-8 Stockton Heat forward Matthew Phillips did out of the 
WHL. 

73. Oskar Asplund — LHD, Almtuna IS, 5-foot-11 

Asplund’s a player I never hear about in conversations with scouts (which 
makes me wonder if he’ll be picked at all), but have developed a real 
fondness for. When his HockeyAllsvenskan club needed depth 
defencemen last year and the J20 level shut down, he all but leapt past it 
from J18, sticking around for 32 games and holding his own. This year, 
that progressed a step further and he posted 14 points in 48 games at 
the second-tier pro level and absolutely dominated offensively at the 
junior level (to the tune of 28 points in 20 games). That’s the kind of 
production that typically lands a defenceman his age (even as an older 
player in the draft) in the second or third round. 

Asplund is an offensively-inclined distributor who loves to skate and pass 
the puck, and uses light edges to elude pressure, walk the line, and pivot 
into outlets. He identifies passing options early and does a fabulous job 
playing pucks quickly through seams or delaying until one opens up. 
Defensively, though he’s not particularly physical, he does a good 
enough job gapping up and/or breaking up plays with his stick to hold his 
own against pros and has clearly demonstrated an ability to control play 
against his peers. 

74. Devin Kaplan — RW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-2 

There’s always one depth forward at the NTDP who flies under the radar 
and reveals himself to be better than the ice time he was afforded (or 
lack thereof). And Kaplan feels like that guy in this group. There were 
games this year where he was playing on USA’s fourth line and he was 
one of their best players. He’s a big, strong kid with a bit of a pitchfork in 
his stride who works hard to compensate for some of the heaviness in 
that stride. He spent a lot of time with the puck on his stick along the 
cycle in the lower third of the offensive zone this year, where he’s sturdy 
over pucks and opposing players struggle to keep him from pushing to 
the front of the net. But I’ve seen him flash both a quick and accurate 
shot and some quiet playmaking instincts. He was one of the program’s 
more well-rounded 2004-born players and there are a few of them in this 
group. 

Devin Kaplan. (Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

75. Otto Salin — RHD, HIFK, 5-foot-11 

Salin missed all of October, November and much of December due to 
injury, leaving him with a smaller sample size than most of his peers. He 
was as good in his 11 junior games as any player at Finland’s top U20 
level though, dominating offensively while playing huge minutes to strong 
defensive results. There’s a perception in the hockey world that he’s an 
all-offence player, but I think he’s more than that. Salin’s physically 
mature for his size and he uses it to play a physical, tight gapping style 
(which can burn when he makes mistakes on reads but has proven to be 
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quite successful stripping and knocking pucks loose so that he can get 
back on offence). With the puck, he takes space off the line and looks to 
attack into his shot (which he takes a lot), but also has the ingenuity to 
surprise opposing structures with knifing passes. He’s fun to watch when 
he’s getting a lot of touches, leading the charge from the back end, and 
his timing on close-outs is dialled in. He’s the kind of player you take a 
chance on in the mid-to-late rounds. 

76. Miko Matikka — RW, Jokerit, 6-foot-3 

The latest in a growing list of Denver-recruited Finns, Matikka and Jokerit 
teammate/Devils prospect Samu Salminen will stay together when they 
join the Pioneers. Matikka’s a long, talented goal-scoring winger with 
quick hands, a hard shot (from a standstill one-timer, a moving wrister, or 
a catch and release), and a knack for getting off the wall to score (or 
create a good look for himself) from the edges of the middle third just 
outside the home-plate area by using his puck protection skill to shade or 
outright attack inward. He missed about a third of the season due to 
injury, but was dominant for extended stretches of the year. Even in 
games I watched this season where he didn’t register a point, Matikka 
was evidently one of the more threatening players on the ice. That 
included a four-game pointless streak to end the season in which he 
registered 26 shots (6.5 per game). College will be good for him and he’s 
got an opportunity to become a complementary scoring winger at the 
next level if he hits. 

77. Noah Warren — RHD, Gatineau Olympiques, 6-foot-5 

Warren’s size, strength, power, skating combination and rapid 
progression this season made him a talked-about player as the year went 
on and caught my eye in trips to Gatineau for an Olympiques game and 
Kitchener for the CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game. He plays within himself 
and skates quite well (as evidenced by his strong combine results in 
Kitchener and the impact his mobility had to funnel play to the exterior in 
Gatineau). He defends at a very high level and has started to come out of 
his shell with the puck, even if the latter is never going to be a hallmark of 
his game. After spending more time watching him on tape than most as I 
put the finishing touches on this piece, I was also impressed by his stick 
and the job he does reiterating with opposing carriers. He can step up 
and play the body but there’s also a quiet calm to the way he matches 
and keeps opposing players to the outside. If he can develop a little more 
confidence carrying the puck (which came as the year progressed) in 
transition and atop the point, the rest of his game should translate. 

Here’s Olympiques head coach and general manager Louis Robitaille on 
Warren: “He’s outstanding. He’s on the rise and the credit goes to him. 
The priority was to really establish who he was going to be at the next 
level and where he could be used. And it’s quality over quantity. He 
became a physical, steady-Eddie defenceman on a daily basis. And 
that’s why his stock is on the rise. Because now his assets are so strong 
and powerful that now you see the strength of the athlete instead of the 
weaknesses.” 

78. Cameron Lund — C, Green Bay Gamblers, 6-foot-2 

There were more than a few nights this season where Lund looked like 
the better hockey player than his teammate, Greene, even though he 
was a rookie and Greene had parts of two seasons under his belt 
already. Lund tends to be pretty well-liked around the sport for his pro-
style game. He’s a pass-and-shot threat who will take what’s available for 
himself but simplify and play off of his teammates where needed, too. He 
pushes tempo, plays with a purpose, works to get pucks back, and then 
has enough skill to make things happen between checks and races. 
Considering his summer birthday and relative inexperience before this 
season, he had a pretty impressive year all told too. 

79. Fraser Minten — C, Kamloops Blazers, 6-foot-1 

The second of three Blazers on this list, Minten impressed on a 
contending Kamloops team this season, playing an important role in their 
run to a Game 7 defeat in the conference final. He’s a heady three-zone 
player who makes smart, calculated choices with the puck and can flash 
skill through his hands and playmaking when opportunities present 

themselves. He’s got great spatial awareness and understands how to 
use the sheet and opposing coverage to his advantage both on and off 
the puck. 

Here’s one anonymous WHL source on Minten: 

“His hockey sense is through the roof. He’s a very responsible 200-foot 
centre. I believe he’s going to play and he’s going to carve out a role. At 
19, he’s going to be a very good junior player and I could see him 
pushing to get onto a world junior team. I think his game is just steadily 
growing. He’s a guy to keep an eye on.” 

80. Topi Rönni — C, Tappara, 6-foot-2 

Rönni’s going to be a mid-round pick on the back of his decent showings 
in Liiga and briefly Mestis this year, his size, and his ability to execute 
difficult passes that blend surprising vision with good touch. Off the puck, 
he plays a competitive game that wins puck battles. On it, he’s capable of 
waiting for plays to develop for a pass or playing more of an up-tempo 
give-and-go style (I’d like to see him add in more of an attacking shooting 
disposition). Rönni’s game doesn’t excite me though and neither does his 
statistical profile. He’s probably going to top out as a depth/fourth-line 
guy if he makes it. 

81. Tyler Duke — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-8 

We typically expect small defencemen to be offensive dynamos who 
produce their way into this kind of ranking, so it’s easy to see Duke’s 
listed height and modest production and question this ranking. But the 
strength of Duke’s game is actually defensively. He’s the king of the tape-
to-tape pass, making the right play, going about his business, driving 
results, and tilting the ice. The result is usually the little 10-foot pass that 
starts a breakout or the five-foot D-to-D play that slows down a hectic 
offensive zone sequence in advance of a goal 15 seconds and a few 
plays later. He’s also the king of calmly staying with offensive players 
until they fire a shot into his shin pads or make a bad pass. And despite 
his listed height, he’s a staunch, physical and sturdy defender who more 
than holds his own in engagements. At year’s end, it was his plus-60 
rating that led USA Hockey’s U18 team this year. I’m not sure whether it’ll 
all work at the NHL level someday, or whether he’ll end up in an 
organization with an eventual head coach that will see past his height to 
all of the value he provides on the ice, but I suspect he’ll be a very 
effective college defender and I don’t think I saw him play a bad game all 
year. 

82. Mathew Ward — C, Swift Current Broncos, 5-foot-8 

Ward’s an agile, feisty little player who plays bigger than he is and uses 
extremely quick hands to create most of his offence. He can overhandle 
pucks and be too cute at times trying to will plays into existence (though I 
think some of that is bad habits learned playing on a Swift Current team 
where he didn’t have much help this season and led in scoring by 10 
points doing a lot on his own). I wouldn’t be surprised if his scrappy skill 
game turns him into an endearing AAAA type in time. 

83. Reid Schaefer — LW, Seattle Thunderbirds, 6-foot-3 

Schaefer has always struck me as a straight-line, what-you-see-is-what-
you-get, net-driven shooting winger, but the more I watched him this 
season, the greater my appreciation grew for his ability to make plays. 
He has been one of the steepest risers in the draft, moving from a “C” 
rating indicating him as a late-round selection in NHL Central Scouting’s 
initial players to watch list, to fringe first-round consideration and certainly 
a second-round selection. He has been outstanding in Seattle’s playoff 
run, scored 32 goals this year, weighs over 200 pounds, plays like his 
size and high penalty-minute totals suggest, and scouts like his pro traits 
and approach. He was nearly eligible for last year’s draft, his data starts 
to soften you when you consider his age though, and I’d bet he tops out 
as a role player, which would probably mean I’d steer clear in the range 
where he’ll now be picked. He’s a decent prospect but there’s a little bit 
of shiny new toy syndrome happening, I think. 

84. Pano Fimis — C, Niagara IceDogs, 5-foot-10 
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If Schaefer won some shine this year, Fimis lost his. And while he didn’t 
look like the No. 2 OHL draft pick, GTHL Player of the Year that he was 
highly touted as coming in, I think the pendulum of disappointment 
actually swung too far back the other way when scouts showed up and 
he lacked a star quality. Then he was a healthy scratch for Canada at 
U18s, to make things worse. I think the result could be some value if he’s 
around in the draft’s final rounds though. 

Fimis is a June birthday who produced on a low-talent IceDogs (with 
underlying numbers that align with players who will be picked in rounds in 
front of him). He’s a mature, detailed, aware, lead-by-example player 
who uses quick reflexes, excellent positioning, and an understanding of 
how to use spacing to create advantageous situations for his line when 
he’s on the ice. There were moments this year where he attacked the 
middle and you could see the talent that made him a 100-point player on 
a top minor hockey team. I think he’s going to become a dominant junior 
player at 18 and 19 and give himself a chance. 

85. Maveric Lamoureux — RHD, Drummondville Voltigeurs, 6-foot-7 

Scouts have been fascinated by Lamoureux’s towering frame for years 
and the combination of that name value and familiarity will combine with 
his raw package to see him selected much higher than where I have him 
here (some teams like him as a first-rounder and a larger number like 
him in the second round). When you watch him in isolation in a practice 
setting, it’s not hard to see why. He’s got a short, compact stride for how 
big he is, he moves well, his shot explodes off his stick from the point, 
and he’s got a good first touch. But the more I watch him in games, the 
less I think those tools translate. I’ve regularly found him to be sloppy and 
stilted in his man-to-man defence and too slow to make his decisions 
with the puck, resulting in rushed plays when things cave in on him. If he 
can be properly moulded, he’ll have a real chance to become an NHL 
defenceman. But the warts and the risk are real and I’d wager him hitting 
is proportionally much less likely than him struggling with the next level. 
So I’ll live with my caution here, regardless of the outcome. 

86. Dylan James — LW, Sioux City Musketeers, six-feet 

James won the USHL’s Rookie of the Year award this season after 
making the move from the AJHL to score 33 goals and 69 points in 72 
combined regular-season and playoff games as an October 2003. He’s a 
North Dakota commit who plays the kind of honest, plug-and-play-on-
any-line game that the Fighting Hawks staff love in their players. He’s a 
bit of a Swiss Army knife who can play a variety of roles on the power 
play, can penalty kill, and plays the same shift to shift and game to game 
regardless of his linemates. There isn’t a ton of flair or style to his game, 
but he’s got skill, he plays hard, and he sees the ice well. I see 
contributing bottom-six upside. 

87. Jake Furlong — LHD, Halifax Mooseheads, 6-foot-1 

One of the top prospects in Eastern Canada growing up, Furlong for a 
long time considered going the college route before being pulled to 
Halifax. This year, his second with Halifax, he played huge minutes 
(which finished with an astounding 48-minute night in Halifax’s triple 
overtime loss in Game 4 of their first-round series against Acadie-
Bathurst) as the team’s top defenceman, playing ahead of already-
drafted Flames third-rounder Cameron Whynot. 

Furlong is a steady, rock solid, all-situations two-way defender who 
makes a clean first pass and plays the game with the maturity and 
intention players typically find later in their career. He knows what he is 
and he plays his game to be effective and consistent. He’s not going to 
walk through traffic or pull you out of your seat but he manages the blue 
line competently, he can beat the first forechecker (whether that’s to side-
step pressure and headman the puck in his own zone, or beat the first 
guy off the line into a shot or seam pass), and his head is always on a 
swivel. There’s something about the three Mooseheads kids on this list 
not getting enough love that I can’t wrap my head around. 

88. Matthew Seminoff — RW, Kamloops Blazers, 5-foot-11 

Seminoff’s a 2003 who has the advantage of playing three seasons in the 
WHL and has progressed steadily from depth player to important player 
and then top-of-the-lineup player. Some scouts question his upside given 
his age and good but not standout production, as well as the time he 
spent playing with WHL star and Stars prospect Logan Stankoven this 
season, but there’s also something to be said about a player who can 
play alongside a Stankoven. There’s a lot to like about Seminoff’s 
versatile game though, and I expect him to go from top-of-the-lineup 
player to upper-echelon WHL player for next year’s Memorial Cup hosts. 
He’s never going to be the 100-point guy who gets automatic NHL looks, 
but I think he’s capable of becoming the 90-point one who works his way 
through the AHL into a depth role if everything breaks right. 

Here’s one source on him: “His work ethic is outstanding. He’s an honest 
player. Nothing’s the most high-end but he plays a complete game.” 

89. Artem Duda — LHD, Krasnaya Armiya Moskva, 6-foot-1 

Duda will be an interesting study moving forward because we don’t often 
see defenders who get almost no time above the junior level in their draft 
year progress into NHLers, but he was also one of the junior level MHL’s 
more prolific defencemen this season as a 17-year-old for most of it. I’ll 
start to be concerned about his path next year if the opportunities still 
don’t come, but he’s got game regardless and he’s a part of a huge 
program so sometimes the promotions just come a little slower. 

Duda’s got a little bit of everything in his game. He’s got the frame. He 
loves to carry and shoot the puck and does both at a high level, 
activating off the line to create his own looks or get open into the high 
slot, or comfortably leading rushes, running a power play, and creating 
exits and entries with his feet. He’s also got a pro frame, strong posture 
and core control, and one of the better sticks defensively in the draft. 
Though he can be a little passive defensively and doesn’t defend 
particularly hard man-to-man, I think we can confuse that as needing 
correcting when, at least in his case, it’s actually quite effective at 
keeping play to the outside and staying out of the box. I’ll be keeping a 
close eye on him next year. 

90. Viktor Neuchev — LW, Avto Yekaterinburg, 6-foot-2 

Neuchev reminds me a lot of 2021 Sabres second-round pick Alexander 
Kisakov. He’s got four inches on him, but they look and play a lot alike, 
with slight builds and individual skill that manifests itself into impressive 
finishing sequences. Neuchev’s a mid-range marksman with one of the 
slickest, most effortlessly quick releases in the draft. But the finesse 
required to shoot like he does (from anywhere on his body, with the 
ability to let it go off toe-to-heel or heel-to-toe) is layered throughout his 
catches, carries and handles, too. He’s the kind of player who projects as 
a power-play shot threat up levels and could really pop with the right 
linemates/usage. 

91. Vladimir Grudinin — LHD, Krasnaya Armiya Moskva, 5-foot-10 

Grudinin, a favourite of the Russian national team, was part of a KHL 
championship this season (even though he hardly touched the ice for 
CSKA in it) and has long been a top player in his age group. He’s a 
tactile and poised operator who manages the play in front of him from the 
back end beautifully and defends through his adjustable east-west 
skating mechanics. He’s comfortable in possession and picks apart 
coverage as a passer and while I wouldn’t call him dynamic for his size 
on the puck, he plays a modern game at a high enough level to 
potentially envision a career as a contributing five-on-five defender who 
can chip in special teams. There are shades of Kings prospect Brock 
Faber in his ability to defend with his feet and advance play in the right 
direction. 

92. Elmeri Laakso — LHD, SaiPa, 6-foot-1 

Despite having not played at Finland’s U20 level last season, Laakso 
played a surprising amount of pro hockey this year after he quickly 
demonstrated he could be an impactful two-way presence at his new 
junior level. His results in Liiga were more mixed, with some growing 
paints mixed in between some really promising performances. When it 
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was done, I think the sum of his season across the three levels 
absolutely warranted getting selected and his makeup does, too. Laakso 
plays the game with a subtle care and smoothness from the back end 
both offensively and defensively. He’s a smart player who reads and 
processes the game at pace and then makes light, intuitive plays — and 
occasionally more ambitious, attacking ones — within it. He does a really 
good job getting his point shots through by changing angles across and 
off of the line, too. His challenge is that I’m not sure he’s an offensive guy 
or a defensive one at the next level, so he’s going to have to round out 
his game to become more of a useful depth piece. 

93. Ludvig Jansson — RHD, Södertälje SK, six-feet 

Jansson’s one of those defenders who just does everything at an above-
average level. On one hand, that can make finding a specific NHL role a 
bit of a challenge. On the other, more and more guys who are just 
ordinarily effective are working their way into NHL D groups as coaches 
move away from the classic pairing of a hulking defensive-oriented guy 
with an offensively-inclined partner in favour of duos that can just quietly 
drive results and move in unison up ice. His good-at-everything game 
has helped him play 69 pro games in HockeyAllsvenskan across the last 
two seasons and now he’s just got to continue to elevate each of the 
pieces of his game ever so slightly without developing holes as he tries to 
take on greater responsibility and make the most out of what he has. 

94. Zam Plante — C/LW, Hermantown High School/Chicago Steel, 5-
foot-9 

One of the top forwards in the Minnesota high school circuit the last two 
years, Plante, who doesn’t turn 18 until the end of August, is a highly-
talented, cerebral forward who stepped right into a deep Steel team and 
continued to play his game. He and his younger brother Max (who has 
been selected to play for the national development program 2006 age 
group) were a ton of fun to watch at Hermantown, with Plante’s intelligent 
game complementing his brother’s pure skilled one. They’re both 
committed to Minnesota-Duluth, but Plante will return to the Steel and 
look to be a top producer in the USHL next season first. He’s behind his 
peers in some ways physically and developmentally, but there’s a real 
belief that he’s going to play catch-up and it’s not hard to see why when 
you watch him navigate around the ice and problem solve. A worthy late-
round flier. 

95. Michael Buchinger — LHD, Guelph Storm, six-feet 

Buchinger is a smooth-skating, smooth-passing two-way defenceman 
who adeptly breaks pucks out with a consistent first pass on outlets but 
also loves to jump into the rush to create offence with his feet as a trailer. 
He’s also got a harder shot than his six goals this season suggest. 
Defensively, he’s got a good stick that he leads with to disrupt carriers, 
and a physical edge that he’s comfortable falling back on as a backup to 
close out. He surprised scouts with his vision inside the offensive zone 
and overall defensive polish as a rookie. I’m not settled on an NHL 
projection, but he’s the kind of player who feels like he’ll be solid AHL 
depth at minimum. 

96. Cedrick Guindon — C/LW, Owen Sound Attack, 5-foot-10 

Guindon scored 30 goals and had really strong underlying numbers as a 
clear driver of on-ice results in Owen Sound this season. He’s got speed 
to burn with a quick acceleration gear that propels him in and out of holes 
and puts defenders on their heels both off the rush and out quick cuts. 
He can also make plays out of those bursts, whether that’s beating a 
defender one-0n-one or slicing through coverage into his dangerous curl-
and-drag shot. He’s not super dynamic for his size, but he’s got enough 
speed and skill to turn a breakout season into a greater name recognition 
next year. 

97. Gavin Hayes — RW/LW, Flint Firebirds, 6-foot-2 

After going scoreless in his first 11 OHL games, Hayes worked his way 
onto this list with a strong second half (which included registering 49 
points in his 54 games the rest of the way after he finally broke the spell). 
He’s a versatile player who plays on both special teams in Flint, has east-

west and north-south attributes, and can play on or off the puck on his 
line. With it, he’s capable of taking defenders one-on-one and I’ve seen 
him make high-skill plays through feet, under sticks and around 
defenders. Without it, he’ll use his long skating stride to push in straight 
lines to get open in transition or apply pressure on the forecheck (though 
I’d like to see him engage physically and look to impose himself more). 
There is at times a little too much deference to his game offensively and 
he falls back into a passing reflex when I’d like to see him take charge 
and attack into his shot, but as Hayes gets more confident at the OHL 
level I expect that some of that will come and he’ll become a top player in 
the league. He can also play both wings, which should help him find a 
role as a complementary winger if all goes well. 

98. Brandon Lisowsky — LW, Saskatoon Blades, 5-foot-8 

Lisowsky’s a small but stocky individual creator with quick hands, a 
physical disposition, a strong skating stride and legitimate power-play 
tools. The puck seems to follow him and when it’s not, he’s normally 
chasing it. In possession, there’s some cleverness to his game with the 
puck. Off of the puck, he’s a scoring threat off of passes because of his 
shot (which can really rattle off of his blade). There are times when he 
can force it offensively and defensively, but he’s a push-and-pop winger 
who may do enough of both of those things to be one of the late-round 
selections who makes it out of this draft. I had him several spots higher 
here over the course of this process. 

99. Cole Spicer — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Spicer’s a talented player who, though he was a regular on the NTDP 
power play, never worked his way up the line chart because of his 
smallish frame and lack of a dynamic quality/speed. He can stand out in 
brief moments in games, where the skill that made him — and not Frank 
Nazar or Max Namestnikov — the top forward on the 15U Detroit 
Honeybaked in minor hockey shines through in a quick forehand-to-
backhand move at the top of the crease, or a subtle little leading pass to 
a linemate into space to free them for a scoring chance. There’s some 
craftiness to his game. I expect him to produce at Minnesota-Duluth by 
the time he’s a junior or senior and he’s slotted into an offensive role. 
He’s also a June birthday. But he’s going to have to pick up a step to 
become an NHLer. 

100. Alexander Suzdalev — LW, HV71, 6-foot-2 

Suzdalev was a top player in Sweden’s junior ranks this year before a 
quiet U18s made some pause about his mid-round merits. This is me 
trying to not get too carried away with just how inconsequential he looked 
on the international stage. Suzdalev is a talented, pass-first winger who 
can play with speed or slow the game down and pick coverage apart. 
He’s got quick hands, room to fill out an already-athletic build, and just an 
overall feel for the way the play develops in front (and to the side) of him. 
But for a player with his tools (size, skill, skating), he spends too much 
time playing the game on the outside and pulling himself out of shifts. I 
think there might be something there and that’s why he’s still ranked but 
next year will be pivotal for him to re-establish himself as one of 
Sweden’s top 2004s after his little bump at the end of this year. 

The top 100 

Here’s the full list, including the tiers and the movement up or down in 
each player’s ranking since my last release. 

Scott Wheeler's 2022 NHL Draft Ranking 
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Change 

1 

Shane Wright 

C 

🇨🇦 

Kingston 

OHL 

- 

2 

Simon Nemec 

RHD 

🇸🇰 

Nitra 

Slovakia 

Up 1 

3 

Logan Cooley 

C 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 1 

4 

Matthew Savoie 

C 

🇨🇦 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

Down 2 

5 

Juraj Slafkovsky 

LW 

🇸🇰 

TPS 

Liiga 

Up 3 

6 

David Jiricek 

RHD 

🇨🇿 

Plzen 

Czech 

Up 3 

7 

Joakim Kemell 

RW 

🇫🇮 

JYP 

Liiga 

- 

8 

Brad Lambert 

C/RW 

🇫🇮 

Pelicans 

Liiga 

Down 3 

9 

Jonathan Lekkerimäki 

RW 

🇸🇪 

Djurgårdens 

J20/SHL 

Up 5 

10 

Isaac Howard 

LW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 2 

11 

Frank Nazar 

C 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Down 1 

12 

Danila Yurov 

LW/RW 

🇷🇺 

Magnitogorsk 

KHL 
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Down 6 

13 

Denton Mateychuk 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

Up 4 

14 

Liam Öhgren 

LW 

🇸🇪 

Djurgårdens 

J20/SHL 

Up 2 

15 

Rutger McGroarty 

LW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

- 

16 

Conor Geekie 

C 

🇨🇦 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

Down 3 

17 

Kevin Korchinski 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Seattle 

WHL 

Up 11 

18 

Cutter Gauthier 

C/LW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 2 

19 

Lane Hutson 

LHD 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 11 

20 

David Goyette 

C/LW 

🇨🇦 

Sudbury 

OHL 

Up 2 

21 

Filip Mesar 

LW/RW 

🇸🇰 

Poprad 

Slovakia 

- 

22 

Jiri Kulich 

C 

🇨🇿 

Karlovy 

Czechia 

Up 19 

23 

Noah Östlund 

C 

🇸🇪 

Djurgårdens 

J20/SHL 

Up 1 

24 

Marco Kasper 

C/LW 

🇦🇹 

Rögle 

J20/SHL 
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Up 3 

25 

Pavel Mintyukov 

LHD 

🇷🇺 

Saginaw 

OHL 

- 

26 

Jimmy Snuggerud 

RW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Down 7 

27 

Seamus Casey 

RHD 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Down 9 

28 

Ivan Miroshnichenko 

LW/RW 

🇷🇺 

Omskie 

VHL 

Down 17 

29 

Jack Hughes 

C 

🇺🇸 

Northeastern 

NCAA 

Down 6 

30 

Ryan Chesley 

RHD 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 10 

31 

Tristan Luneau 

RHD 

🇨🇦 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

Up 3 

32 

Ty Nelson 

RHD 

🇨🇦 

North Bay 

OHL 

Down 3 

33 

Jordan Dumais 

RW 

🇨🇦 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

Up 5 

34 

Jagger Firkus 

RW 

🇨🇦 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

Up 19 

35 

Simon Forsmark 

LHD 

🇸🇪 

Örebro 

J20/SHL 

Down 4 

36 

Mats Lindgren 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Kamloops 

WHL 
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Up 1 

37 

Jack Devine 

RW 

🇺🇸 

U. of Denver 

NCAA 

Down 5 

38 

Nathan Gaucher 

C 

🇨🇦 

Quebec 

QMJHL 

Down 5 

39 

Elias Salomonsson 

RHD 

🇸🇪 

Skellefteå 

J20/SHL 

Down 13 

40 

Nicholas Moldenhauer 

C/RW 

🇨🇦 

Chicago 

USHL 

NR 

41 

Mattias Hävelid 

RHD 

🇸🇪 

Linköping 

J20/SHL 

Up 7 

42 

Rieger Lorenz 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Okotoks 

AJHL 

Up 1 

43 

Jordan Gustafson 

C 

🇨🇦 

Seattle 

WHL 

Down 4 

44 

Markus Vidicek 

C 

🇨🇦 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

Down 2 

45 

Jani Nyman 

LW/RW 

🇫🇮 

Ilves/KOOVEE 

Liiga 

Up 9 

46 

Owen Beck 

C 

🇨🇦 

Mississauga 

OHL 

Up 1 

47 

Luca Del Bel Belluz 

C 

🇨🇦 

Mississauga 

OHL 

Down 2 

48 

Adam Ingram 

 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Youngstown 
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USHL 

Down 13 

49 

Ludwig Persson 

LW 

🇸🇪 

Frolunda 

J20/SHL 

Down 5 

50 

Calle Odelius 

LHD 

🇸🇪 

Djurgårdens 

J20/SHL 

Down 1 

51 

Lian Bichsel 

LHD 

🇨🇭 

Leksand 

SHL 

NR 

52 

Sam Rinzel 

RHD 

🇺🇸 

Chaska High/Waterloo 

USHS/USHL 

- 

53 

Owen Pickering 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Swift Current 

WHL 

Up 7 

54 

Julian Lutz 

LW/RW 

🇩🇪 

München 

DEL 

NR 

55 

Cruz Lucius 

RW/LW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

Up 6 

56 

Danny Zhilkin 

C 

🇨🇦 

Guelph 

OHL 

Up 2 

57 

Bryce McConnell-Barker 

C 

🇨🇦 

Soo 

OHL 

Up 6 

58 

Filip Bystedt 

C 

🇸🇪 

Linköping 

J20/SHL 

Down 3 

59 

Tomas Hamara 

LHD 

🇨🇿 

Tappara 

U20/Liiga 

NR 

60 

Matyas Sapovaliv 

C/LW 

🇨🇿 

Saginaw 
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OHL 

Up 4 

61 

Aleksanteri Kaskimaki 

C 

🇫🇮 

HIFK 

U20/Liiga 

Up 1 

62 

Vinzenz Rohrer 

C/RW 

🇦🇹 

Ottawa 

OHL 

NR 

63 

Paul Ludwinski 

C 

🇨🇦 

Kingston 

OHL 

NR 

64 

Matthew Poitras 

C 

🇨🇦 

Guelph 

OHL 

Down 8 

65 

Gleb Trikozov 

LW/RW 

🇷🇺 

Omskie 

MHL/VHL 

Down 19 

66 

Alexander Perevalov 

LW/RW 

🇷🇺 

Yaroslavl 

MHL 

Down 30 

67 

Adam Sykora 

LW 

🇸🇰 

Nitra 

Slovakia 

NR 

68 

Hunter Haight 

C 

🇨🇦 

Barrie 

OHL 

NR 

69 

Christian Kyrou 

RHD 

🇨🇦 

Erie 

OHL 

NR 

70 

Kasper Kulonummi 

RHD 

🇫🇮 

Jokerit 

U20/Mestis 

NR 

71 

Ryan Greene 

C 

🇨🇦 

Green Bay 

USHL 

NR 

72 

Antonin Verreault 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Gatineau 
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QMJHL 

Down 22 

73 

Oskar Asplund 

LHD 

🇸🇪 

Almtuna 

HockeyAllsvenskan 

NR 

74 

Devin Kaplan 

RW 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

NR 

75 

Otto Salin 

RHD 

🇫🇮 

HIFK 

U20/Liiga 

Down 16 

76 

Miko Matikka 

RW 

🇫🇮 

Jokerit 

U20 

NR 

77 

Noah Warren 

RHD 

🇨🇦 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

NR 

78 

Cameron Lund 

C 

🇺🇸 

Green Bay 

USHL 

NR 

79 

Fraser Minten 

C 

🇨🇦 

Kamloops 

WHL 

NR 

80 

Topi Ronni 

C 

🇫🇮 

Tappara 

U20/Liiga 

NR 

81 

Tyler Duke 

LHD 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

NR 

82 

Mathew Ward 

C 

🇨🇦 

Swift Current 

WHL 

NR 

83 

Reid Schaefer 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Seattle 

WHL 

NR 

84 

Pano Fimis 

C 

🇨🇦 

Niagara 
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OHL 

Down 27 

85 

Maveric Lamoureux 

RHD 

🇨🇦 

Drummondville 

QMJHL 

NR 

86 

Dylan James 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Sioux City 

USHL 

NR 

87 

Jake Furlong 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

NR 

88 

Matthew Seminoff 

RW 

🇨🇦 

Kamloops 

WHL 

Down 37 

89 

Artem Duda 

LHD 

🇷🇺 

Mosvka 

MHL 

NR 

90 

Viktor Neuchev 

LW/RW 

🇷🇺 

Yekaterinburg 

MHL 

NR 

91 

Vladimir Grudinin 

LHD 

🇷🇺 

Moskva 

MHL/KHL 

NR 

92 

Elmeri Laakso 

LHD 

🇫🇮 

SaiPa 

U20/Liiga 

NR 

93 

Ludvig Jansson 

RHD 

🇸🇪 

Södertälje 

HockeyAllsvenskan 

NR 

94 

Zam Plante 

C/LW 

🇺🇸 

Chicago/Hermantown 

USHL/USHS 

NR 

95 

Michael Buchinger 

LHD 

🇨🇦 

Guelph 

OHL 

NR 

96 

Cedrick Guindon 

C/LW 

🇨🇦 

Owen Sound 
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OHL 

NR 

97 

Gavin Hayes 

RW/LW 

🇺🇸 

Flint 

OHL 

NR 

98 

Brandon Lisowsky 

LW 

🇨🇦 

Saskatoon 

WHL 

NR 

99 

Cole Spicer 

C 

🇺🇸 

U18 

NTDP 

NR 

100 

Alexander Suzdalev 

LW 

🇸🇪 

HV71 

J20 

NR 

Honourable mentions (88): Jere Lassila, Michael Fisher, Jeremy Wilmer, 
Isaiah George, Jake Karabella, Grayden Siepmann, Kirill Kudryavtsev, 
Liam Steele, Josh Nadeau, Kocha Delic, Jake Livanavage, Logan 
McCutcheon, Michael La Starza, Daniil Orlov, Alex Bump, Logan 
Morrisson, Quinn Finley, Charlie Leddy, Oskar Pettersson, Elias 
Pettersson, Adam Engström, Ben MacDonald, Seamus Powell, Fabian 
Wagner, Rasmus Rudslätt, Hugo Hävelid, Josh Davies, Brayden 
Schuurman, Connor Hvidston, Michael Mastrodomenico, Cole Knuble, 
Matthew Morden, Dominik Rymon, Luca Hauf, Simon Wolf, Veit Oswald, 
David Moravec, Sandis Vilmanis, Servác Petrovsky, Dans Locmelis, Kirill 
Dolzhenkov, Arseni Koromyslov, Ilya Kvochko, George Fegaras, Samuel 
Savoie, Beau Jelsma, Liam Arnsby, Marek Hejduk, Luke Mittelstadt, 
Luke Devlin, Connor Kurth, Max Namestnikov, Tyler Brennan, Tucker 
Robertson, Mikey Milne, James Hardie, Justin Cote, Evan Konyen, Luke 
Woodworth, Ryan Abraham, Tim Almgren, Zakary Lavoie, Kasper 
Lundell, Raul Yakupov, Ruslan Gazizov, Valdemar Johansson, Brody 
Crane, Filip Nordberg, Jace Weir, Tyler Haskins, Tristan Sarsland, Petr 
Hauser, Alex Sotek, Braedan Bowman, Aidan Castle, Jacob Guevin, 
Boston Buckberger, Rodwin Dionicio, Michal Gut, Michael Abgrall, Miguel 

Tourigny, Layton Feist, Sergei Ivanov, Brett Brochu, Dylan Silverstein, 
Topias Leinonen, Michael Schnattinger, Maxim Arfeyev. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs -- Why the Stanley Cup Final-bound 
Colorado Avalanche must be seen to be believed 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

Kristen Shilton is a national NHL reporter for ESPN. 

After dominating three rounds of their postseason competition, the 
Colorado Avalanche are headed to the Stanley Cup Final. 

The Avs' superstars have delivered, as Nathan MacKinnon and Cale 
Makar are both making strong cases for the Conn Smythe. But they've 
gotten superb production from depth players as well, including a series-
winning goal from Artturi Lehkonen in Game 4 against the Edmonton 
Oilers. With their second series sweep of the postseason, it's taken the 
Avalanche only 14 games to roll through three opponents. 

What makes the Avs so exciting to watch -- and so difficult for the 
opposition to defeat? Let's explore the key factors as Colorado has 
moved one step closer to the Cup. 

Yes, Colorado is that good 

Let's start with the facts: In eliminating Edmonton, the Avalanche became 
just the sixth team in the last 20 seasons to sweep a conference final 
series. That places Colorado in elite company -- but not necessarily on 
the fast track to a Stanley Cup win. Only two of those five teams -- the 
2009 Anaheim Ducks and 2010 Chicago Blackhawks -- went on to hoist 
the Cup. The 2003 Ducks and 2019 Boston Bruins lost in Game 7 of their 
respective Cup Final. The 2013 Bruins lost in Game 6. 

This Colorado team is its own unique animal. We've seen them do it all. 
The Avalanche swept their first-round series against the Nashville 
Predators without starting goaltender Darcy Kuemper available for almost 
half of it. They did the same in a conference finals sweep of the Oilers, 
relying as seamlessly on Pavel Francouz as they would Kuemper. 
Goaltending can make or break a playoff run; Colorado rolled along 
whether Kuemper and Francouz were dominant or decent. 

It was the same story offensively. When the Avalanche's top line wasn't 
firing, its second and third units scored timely goals, or Colorado got a 
key contribution from some unlikely hero (for example, Darren Helm's 
goal with 5.6 seconds left in regulation of Game 6 against St. Louis to 
punch Colorado's ticket to the conference finals). That's not luck. That's a 
team built to win. 

Yes, the Avalanche have impressive, star-quality players. They just aren't 
the only reason Colorado is where it is. And that's what makes the 
Avalanche so dangerous, the many layers of excellence making them so 
hard to describe -- or defend. Look at the physical effort put in by Andre 
Burakovsky -- already injured once this series -- early in Game 4 to get 
the puck out of Colorado's end. There's such a clear desire in Colorado 
to reach its goal. 

As Nathan MacKinnon so eloquently put it after Colorado's 4-2 Game 3 
win over the Oilers, the Avalanche are as happy to play "boring and 
gross" hockey that's defense-heavy as they are pumping in eight goals. 

The Avalanche can adapt to any situation 

One of the most impressive things about Colorado is how they pivot. 
When one area of the team falters, another area comes through. 
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Consider Colorado's power-play struggles early in the series against 
Edmonton. The Avalanche owned the NHL's seventh-best power play in 
the regular season (24%) but through the first three games, Colorado 
was 2-for-14 (14.3%) on the power play, the lowest output by any team 
remaining in the postseason field. No matter. The Avalanche just 
dominated at 5-on-5 instead and made that the real advantage, pumping 
in 14 even-strength goals and averaging over five goals per game in the 
series. And their power play came alive in Game 4, scoring on both 
opportunities. 

It's just another example of how the Avalanche haven't let any roadblock 
slow their progress. If a problem arises, Colorado has a solution. They 
don't get bogged down in overthinking or overplaying or getting away 
from the fundamental structure of what makes them a good team. It 
speaks to the trust Colorado coach Jared Bednar clearly has in his group 
-- and the confidence his players have in one another -- that the 
Avalanche really don't show any sign of panic no matter how well or 
poorly a game goes. Cool heads consistently prevail. 

Leaning into a long layoff 

The Tampa Bay Lightning had more than a week off between their 
second-round sweep of the Florida Panthers and the start of the Eastern 
Conference finals against the New York Rangers. 

There was rust. The Lightning lost Game 1, 6-2. Then they lost Game 2, 
3-2. The Rangers came in hot off a Game 7 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes and had all the momentum on their side. Will those early 
losses ultimately decide Tampa Bay's fate? 

More importantly for Colorado, are the Avs headed for similarly troubled 
waters? 

There could be several days of practice ahead for Colorado before it 
plays another competitive game. It's not an ideal scenario, but it's one in 
which the Avalanche already have experience this postseason. 

Colorado jettisoned Nashville in Game 4 on May 9. It didn't open the 
second-round series against St. Louis for eight days, and still took Game 
1, 3-2 in overtime. The Avalanche were likely feeling the effects of a 
layoff, but -- as referenced above -- Colorado doesn't get bogged down 
by adversity. 

There also can be positives to the waiting game. Players have a chance 
to recover and recuperate physically. The longer Tampa and New York 
rage on, the closer Nazem Kadri (out with a broken thumb) gets to 
potentially appearing in the Cup Final. The Avalanche don't need hard 
practices or workouts at this stage. They've proved their mettle already. 
Perhaps the biggest challenge will be mental, and staying sharp ahead of 
what will be the most nerve-wracking, career-defining moment for a large 
swath of the Colorado roster. 

Who to play? Or not to play? 

Coaches and players will never admit to favoring one opponent or 
matchup over another. But we can do it for them. 

Colorado was 2-0 in the regular season against both Tampa Bay and 
New York (one of the wins against the Lightning came in a shootout). 

There's an argument to be made for avoiding the Lightning simply 
because of how resilient they've been in the playoffs -- overcoming a 2-0 
deficit to start the Eastern Conference finals would add to that narrative -- 
and the psychological mojo they possess in going for a three-peat. 

But the Rangers have been quite resilient too. Closing out the Hurricanes 
after losing the first two games in their second-round series has 
(rightfully) injected the Rangers with confidence. The Blueshirts pushed 
the Lightning around early in the conference finals, and have barely 
ceded an inch of ground since. 

Whatever team comes out of that series will be a formidable opponent for 
Colorado. And there's a world-class goaltender waiting in the crease 
regardless, in New York's Igor Shesterkin or Tampa Bay's Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

As we've said, the Avalanche are proficient in every category. All things 
being equal, Colorado matches up well against either team because the 
Avalanche are adaptable and can pull from different facets of their game 
as required. 

Perhaps it comes down to avoiding Tampa Bay's mystique, which is why 
Colorado could be -- secretly -- pulling for the Rangers. New York's depth 
is strong, its goaltending is terrific, it is a physical group and solid 
defensively. Avs-Rangers would be a fantastic series. And -- bonus -- 
would provide us all with a new Cup champion after two years of the 
Lightning being on top. 

Tough break for Kadri 

The longer Colorado has before the next round kicks off, the better it will 
be for Kadri. He broke his thumb when Evander Kane boarded him in 
Game 3 against Edmonton, and Kadri will be motivated to participate in 
the first Cup Final of his career. 

Colorado will be equally hopeful to have Kadri return. The forward has 
notched six goals and 14 points in the playoffs to date and was really 
shining playing with Mikko Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen against the 
Oilers. Andre Burakovsky has slid into a second-line role for the 
Avalanche with Kadri unavailable, and could be a fine replacement there 
going forward. But if Colorado faces a fully healthy Tampa Bay or New 
York lineup, Kadri's absence could be a bigger factor. 

It's not just that Kadri is a capable, consistent contributor on the 
scoresheet. He is also good in the faceoff circle (50.5% in the 
postseason), has earned big minutes on the power play (3:11 per game) 
and of course has a way of getting under anyone's skin. Intangibles often 
come to the forefront this time of year, and Kadri's can be especially 
helpful for Colorado. 

Jared Bednar hasn't been forthcoming about any player's health in the 
postseason, so it's unlikely he'll be providing updates on Kadri anytime 
soon. What we know for sure is that Colorado is better with Kadri than 
without him. 
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ESPN / Keys to the offseason for NHL teams, including draft, free-
agency game plans 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump or continue 
the slow build back to contention. It's time to identify their biggest needs 
as well as some solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your favorite team using 
the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
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Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BOS | BUF 

CGY | CAR | CHI | CBJ 

DAL | DET | EDM | LA 

LA | MIN | MTL | NSH 

NJ | NYI | OTT | PHI 

PIT | SJ | SEA | STL 

TOR | VAN | VGK | WSH 

WPG 

Conference finalists 

Edmonton Oilers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,814,538 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Oilers met the best team in the Western Conference and couldn't 
match Colorado's depth or firepower -- especially with star forward Leon 
Draisaitl hindered by a lower-body injury that rendered him ineffective in 
two critical games down the stretch. There was little chance Edmonton 
could have advanced past Colorado without Draisaitl and Connor 
McDavid leading the way. Those slim chances basically evaporated 
when the Oilers couldn't locate their defensive game in front of a shaky 
Mike Smith in goal. 

It was an unfortunate end to a tremendous run for Edmonton: a 
comeback seven-game win over the Los Angeles Kings followed by a 
five-game evisceration of their archrivals from Calgary. McDavid and 
Draisaitl took them as far as they could. 

Keys to the offseason 

Coach Jay Woodcroft is serving on an interim basis. There was talk 
around the league before the playoffs that Woodcroft was in line for an 
extension that could run three years. The Oilers' performance in the 
playoffs, and in particular the Calgary series, should clinch that for him. 

Beyond that, the team has 11 unrestricted and restricted free agents. 
What will they do with winger Evander Kane? He signed with them after 
the San Jose Sharks terminated his contract, scored 39 points in 43 
games and then lit up the postseason with 13 goals before getting 
suspended for Game 4 after an injurious hit to Nazem Kadri of Colorado. 
He meshed well with McDavid, but do they like him with a much higher 
cap number, potentially at a long term? 

Forwards Kailer Yamamoto, Ryan McLeod and Jesse Puljujarvi, who is 
becoming a pariah in the Edmonton media, are restricted free agents. 
Defensemen Kris Russell and Brett Kulak are UFAs, as is (finally) goalie 
Mikko Koskinen. 

Then there's the Mike Smith question. A more than respectable regular 
season (.915 save percentage). Moments in the playoffs that were equal 
parts historic -- a Game 7 shutout against Los Angeles -- and hapless. 
He's under contract for one more season and turns 41 next March. What 
do they do? What can they do? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until the supporting cast improves, especially in goal, more of the same. 
Connor and Leon are good enough to drag any incarnation of this team 
into the playoffs. They're good enough to keep the Oilers in any series. 
But for Edmonton to finally break through as a contender, they can't do it 
alone. 

Second-round exits 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $19,250,583 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CHI), 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (ANA), 7th, 7th (CBJ) 

What went wrong? 

The Hurricanes entered Game 7 on one of the oddest postseason 
streaks in NHL history: In their first 13 games, the home team won every 
time. That worked out nicely in the first round against the Boston Bruins. 
But against the New York Rangers, the Hurricanes broke that streak at 
the worst time: Game 7 at home, after playing their worst game in the 
series in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden with the chance to eliminate 
the Rangers. 

Their previous wins in Raleigh weren't exactly blowouts -- heck, the 
Rangers had Game 1 in their hands under Sebastian Aho's tying goal 
with less than three minutes left in regulation. The Rangers finally got 
their breaks on the road, and the Hurricanes' squandered opportunities -- 
from the disastrous power play to their road losses -- finally cost them the 
series. And now that it's the end, some decisions must be made. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Hurricanes have several key free agents. Forwards Nino Niederreiter 
and Vincent Trocheck are unrestricted free agents, as is trade deadline 
pickup Max Domi. Forward Martin Necas is a restricted free agent. On 
defense, veterans Ian Cole and Brendan Smith are unrestricted free 
agents, while Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo are restricted free agents. 

Trocheck is a tricky one: There are times he's a real force offensively and 
other times he can be pedestrian. DeAngelo's next contract should be 
fascinating too. He signed a bargain-basement $1 million deal with the 
Hurricanes after he was bought out by the Rangers. He was their 
highest-scoring defenseman with 51 points in 64 games. Do they commit 
long-term to the divisive D-man? 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have Frederik Andersen -- who missed the 
playoffs with an injury -- as well as Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov 
under contract in goal for next season. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Look, this elimination hurts. The Hurricanes were picked to win the 
Stanley Cup by some of the punditry thanks to their offensive flourish and 
suffocating defense, in front of solid goaltending. But the window to win 
remains wide open. Sebastian Aho is 24. Andrei Svechnikov is 22. 
Brilliant rookie Seth Jarvis is 20. Necas is 23. The core of their defense is 
in their prime. As long as Rod Brind'Amour is coaching this team, they'll 
remain a top Stanley Cup contender. 

St. Louis Blues 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,995,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Well, the goaltending. St. Louis thought that would be an area of strength 
in the postseason. After Ville Husso usurped Jordan Binnington as the 
Blues' regular-season starter, Husso finished out the season on a heater 
(9-1-2, .913 save percentage, 2.88 goals-against average) and looked 
prime to carry St. Louis in the playoffs. That did not come to pass. 

Husso recorded a single postseason victory -- in Game 1 of the first 
round against Minnesota -- and then he lost his next two starts. 
Binnington came in for Game 4 against the Wild, won three straight and 
the Blues punched their ticket to the second round against Colorado. 
When Binnington was injured in Game 3, Husso returned with more 
average play. Granted, the Avalanche have a potent offensive attack, but 
St. Louis has enough forward talent to keep up. What the Blues couldn't 
weather was the downgrade in net. 
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Tied into the goaltending drama was what the injury to Binnington 
sparked from his teammates. Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri took the 
heat for running into Binnington, and the Blues were more focused on 
exacting revenge than actually stopping Kadri from ringing up a Game 4 
hat trick. Losing that contest put St. Louis behind the eight ball, down 3-1. 
It's tough to know what would have happened had the incident with Kadri 
and Binnington not occurred, though. Would St. Louis have gotten past 
the Avalanche with Binnington in net? Was the defense at fault for 
Husso's struggles too? Would the Blues' depth have held up with 
Colorado's? One way or another, St. Louis' season ended with a thud. 

Keys to the offseason 

Despite how ordinary Husso was in the playoffs, it's likely St. Louis will -- 
and should -- re-sign him. The 27-year-old is a pending unrestricted free 
agent, and a return to his regular-season form would be a nice 
complement in the crease going forward with Binnington. 

Vladimir Tarasenko had previously requested a trade out of St. Louis, but 
that process took a back seat once the Blues started heating up around 
midseason. Does Tarasenko still want out? If so, general manager Doug 
Armstrong will have to find the right return for his star forward. 

David Perron is another pending UFA who has upped his value with a 
terrific postseason, but how the 33-year-old veteran fits in the Blues' 
future plans must be determined. And of course, St. Louis won't soon 
forget the early-season struggles on defense. Shoring up that group for 
the long term has to be a priority, not just with potential new contracts for 
pending restricted free agents Scott Perunovich and Niko Mikkola but by 
adding veterans who can play substantial roles. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It really felt like this postseason could have been extended for St. Louis if 
not for its goalie issues. Assuming that position is stabilized next season 
and emerging stars like Jordan Kyrou take another step forward, there's 
no reason to think St. Louis won't be contending again. Keeping 
Tarasenko in the fold helps there too. Armstrong will have to swap in 
some new players to keep chugging along, but there's a lot to like about 
where the Blues are. 

Calgary Flames 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $25,097,500 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

After surviving a seven-game scare against the Dallas Stars, the Flames 
entered the Battle of Alberta vs. the Edmonton Oilers with home-ice 
advantage, a hot goaltender in Jacob Markstrom, and an offense looking 
to flex now that Jake Oettinger was out of the way. 

What Calgary found in that Battle: Connor McDavid playing like a human 
cheat code, willing his team to the conference final for the first time since 
2006. What the Oilers found in that Battle: Markstrom looking tired, 
making mistakes and continuing his long-standing troubles against 
Edmonton; the defense in front of him playing porous hockey; the 
Flames' presumed advantage in roster depth not making the difference 
many assumed it would; and home ice mattering not. 

It all added up to a massive disappointment for Calgary, which many had 
tabbed as the second choice behind Colorado to win the West. 

Keys to the offseason 

Two words: Johnny Gaudreau. The Flames' star winger had a career-
high 115 points this season with a career-high 40 goals, just in time to 
become an unrestricted free agent. 

But Calgary also has two other huge free-agent forwards, although 
they're restricted free agents who are arbitration-eligible: Matthew 
Tkachuk, coming off a 42-goal season, and Andrew Mangiapane, who 
scored 35 goals. Tkachuk's next contract will be fascinating. 

The Flames have a bunch of depth forwards hitting free agency. They 
also have three unrestricted free agents on defense in Erik Gudbranson, 
Michael Stone and Nikita Zadorov, and a restricted free agent in Oliver 
Kylington. One other name to keep front of mind: Center Sean Monahan, 
who had hip surgery during this third straight season of diminishing stats. 
He has one more season with a $6.375 million cap hit on his contract. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Calgary actually has only 12 players under contract for next season. If it 
tinkers with this group, it should be on the back end, because the forward 
group is deep and talented. Overall, the Flames are a good team with a 
great coach in Darryl Sutter that got caught flat-footed by an opponent 
they should have handled. They need to figure out what happened here 
and act accordingly. But again, much will depend on what Gaudreau 
decides to do this summer. 

Florida Panthers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,566,666 

2022 draft picks: 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 6th (TOR), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Florida ran out of offense against a red-hot Tampa Bay Lightning team. 
More concerning was that it also seemed to run out of resolve. 

The Panthers relied on their league-leading offense (averaging 4.11 
goals per game) to earn a franchise-record 122 points in the regular 
season and capture the organization's first Presidents' Trophy. That 
ability to score at will came in handy, as the "Cardiac Cats" also paced 
the NHL in wins when trailing after a period. And in the Panthers' first-
round series win over the Washington Capitals, they battled back from 
early deficits to come out on top. Perhaps it wasn't a strong omen for 
Florida's prospects overall in the playoffs, but at least in that series the 
Panthers never seemed to lose faith in themselves. 

That wasn't always as apparent in the second round. The Lightning held 
the Panthers to just one goal in each of their first three games, and the 
more Florida couldn't crack the brilliant Andrei Vasilevskiy, the more 
resigned to defeat their whole team became. It's a hard issue to explain 
away. There were also clear defensive problems cropping up for Florida 
in the regular season that they couldn't outscore come the playoffs. The 
team hadn't been in a second-round series since 1996, whereas the 
Lightning had made it that far in six of the past eight postseasons. Tampa 
knew how to slow Florida down and the Panthers didn't have good 
defensive habits on which to fall back; they hadn't needed them much 
before. 

It's back to the drawing board now for Florida, to figure out how to 
balance a better defensive structure with their elite offensive attack. The 
intangible stuff that was missing? That will be its own challenge worth 
addressing. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first big decision for general manager Bill Zito will be deciding on a 
permanent head coach. Andrew Brunette still has the interim tag. He was 
51-18-6 over 75 regular-season games after replacing Joel Quenneville, 
but did Brunette show the Panthers enough to earn a long-term 
extension? Or will Florida explore its options given some of the other 
names -- Barry Trotz and Rick Bowness among them -- looking for new 
jobs? 

Then there are the roster questions. Florida swung for the fences 
acquiring pending unrestricted free agents Ben Chiarot and Claude 
Giroux at the trade deadline to help with its playoff run. It's unlikely either 
player re-signs with the Panthers long-term, so the team will have those 
holes to address. 

The Panthers' blue line will be a priority. Expect Zito to be busy 
upgrading there. It will be on the next coach -- whether that's Brunette or 
someone else -- to get better defensive play out of Florida's talented 
forwards. 
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Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

A return to the playoffs, certainly. Another Presidents' Trophy banner? 
Probably not. But if Florida can recapture its goal-scoring prowess, this 
time with a side of 200-foot balance, then the Panthers might make it 
past the second round next spring. 

First-round exits 

Dallas Stars 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $17,957,499 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

When scoring is at a 26-year high around the league, it's tough being a 
team that doesn't score very much. Dallas averaged the fewest goals per 
game in the regular season among playoff teams (2.84) and struggled to 
score in the playoffs, too. Granted, Dallas was also among the stingiest 
clubs defensively, but when push came to shove the Stars simply 
couldn't generate enough output. 

Their top line of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson was 
among the NHL's best in the regular season and carried Dallas again in 
the first round, a big task that clearly took its toll. Dallas had too many 
passengers and not enough game-changers up front -- Tyler Seguin and 
Jamie Benn were unreliable in that respect -- which put a lot of pressure 
on their capable defense and excellent goaltender, Jake Oettinger, to 
pick up the slack. 

It just wasn't an overall recipe for success. There wasn't enough 
dimension to Dallas' game, and it became too easy to wear them down. 
Which was a shame in Oettinger's case, because he was truly fantastic 
giving the Stars a great chance against Calgary. 

Keys to the offseason 

The good news for the Stars is that they made the playoffs. Battling down 
the stretch and achieving that goal gives everyone a boost and maybe 
some added energy going into next season. Before Dallas gets there 
though, general manager Jim Nill has work to do. First up is extending 
Robertson, a pending RFA. There's no question, after Robertson's 79-
point regular season, that he's a star in the making and due to be paid 
accordingly. 

Then there's pending UFA John Klingberg -- is he staying or going? The 
veteran blueliner had a strange series against Calgary, ramping up his 
physicality and leading the playoff field in penalty minutes. Klingberg is a 
staple on Dallas' back end though and Nill clearly didn't trade him for a 
reason; now it's time to see if both sides can meet in the middle. Which 
leads to the goaltending situation. Braden Holtby's contract is expiring. 
Oettinger is an RFA and projects to be the team's starter moving forward. 
What does his next deal look like and who is the backup if Holtby leaves? 
All that has to get settled before Nill can even start to address the depth 
scoring issues. Busy, busy offseason ahead. 

And that's before we get to the coaching search, as the team announced 
on May 20 that Rick Bowness would be stepping down, and that all of his 
assistants would be leaving the club as well. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Pavelski is 37 and coming off the highest season point total (81) of his 
career. If Pavelski, Robertson and Hintz can maintain what they did on 
the top line, and if Nill can add around them with more consistent and 
effective help, Dallas could be more than a wild-card team. That's the 
best-case scenario, though. 

Can Seguin and Benn can return to form? Can Hintz and Robertson can 
take another dramatic step forward? There are a lot of questions in 
Dallas. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $28,790,658 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Injuries, injuries and more injuries. The roughly five periods the Penguins 
were without captain Sidney Crosby turned the series, allowing the New 
York Rangers to rally for back-to-back wins and force a Game 7 back at 
Madison Square Garden. 

But the injuries went beyond that. The Louis Domingue story was 
heartwarming, and he was an absolute hero for winning Game 1 after 
Casey DeSmith's injury. But his flub on Chris Kreider's goal in Game 6 
was a killer. They missed Rickard Rakell and Brian Dumoulin, who were 
injured in Game 1. They missed Brian Boyle on their penalty kill. 

The Penguins have admirably played through injuries in the regular 
season. It's an annual tradition. A few hit at the wrong time in this series. 
Beyond that, the Penguins may have won the 5-on-5 battle against the 
Rangers, as the analytics portended before the series. But the Rangers 
emphatically won the special teams battle. And, in the end, the series. 

Keys to the offseason 

Crosby has openly discussed how this could be the last ride for the 
Penguins core. Evgeni Malkin, 35, is an unrestricted free agent. So is 
Crosby's winger Bryan Rust and his trusted defenseman, Kris Letang. 
There's little chance all three will return. 

Among the other unrestricted free agents: Rakell, whom they acquired 
from Anaheim at the deadline, Evan Rodrigues, Game 6 GOAT, Boyle, 
DeSmith and Domingue. They have restricted free agents in Kasperi 
Kapanen and Danton Heinen. With 15 players under contract and over 
$28 million in open cap space, GM Ron Hextall has a chance to remake 
a good portion of this roster if he chooses to do so. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Prediction: Of the three big free agents, only Letang returns. With him, 
Crosby, Tristan Jarry in goal and Mike Sullivan behind the bench, the 
Penguins will remain in the playoff picture, but not the championship one. 
Crosby's not getting any younger, but he's still putting up incredible 
numbers and exerted his influence on this series when he was healthy. 
There's still time to surround him with a different supporting cast and 
make a go of it, but the Penguins may have to take a slight step back to 
take a leap back towards contention. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,083,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Saying "Connor McDavid happened" would be accurate but a little 
myopic. 

The fact is that the Kings weren't yet ready for this moment, with such a 
young supporting cast surrounding the veterans who all brought it in this 
series -- Anze Kopitar, Jonathan Quick, Alex Iafallo and especially Phillip 
Danault. Would things have been different if defenseman Drew Doughty 
and forward Viktor Arvidsson weren't sidelined for the entire series? 
Undoubtedly, especially when it comes to Doughty, whom they could 
have deployed against McDavid or Leon Draisaitl (or both). 

But as it stands, the Kings gave the Oilers a heck of a series, and one 
that will benefit players like Sean Durzi, Mikey Anderson, Arthur Kaliyev, 
Carl Grundstrom and Quinton Byfield going forward. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goodbye to Dustin Brown, the 37-year-old winger who skated into 
retirement after this series. His contract coming off the books helped 
contribute to the Kings having over $20 million in open cap space, but 
only 14 players under contract for next season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

Among the unrestricted free agents: Forward Andreas Athanasiou, 
defensemen Alex Edler, Olli Maatta and Troy Stecher. Among the 
restricted free agents: Forwards Adrian Kempe, Brendan Lemieux, Gabe 
Vilardi and Grundstrom; as well as Anderson and Durzi on D. 

GM Rob Blake has some negotiating ahead of him. But he also has 
some decisions to make. The Kings were aggressive in signing Danault 
last offseason, as their veteran stars wanted help. Will Blake add more 
veteran reinforcements in the offseason? Could Coyotes defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun return to their radar as a trade option? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kings are a playoff team, and there's no going back. That sweet spot 
where the veteran players are still viable and the young supporting cast 
is hitting its stride is very much still where the franchise will be next 
season. With a few additions to the defense corps, and a few players like 
Byfield and Rasmus Kupari leveling up, the Kings could make more than 
a cameo appearance in next season's playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,456,884 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd (WPG), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Toronto is its own worst enemy. Even when everything seems to be 
going right, the team finds a way to fall short. The Leafs had a terrific, 
record-setting regular season. They battled adversity and showed more 
resiliency than years past. They can claim one of the league's most 
prolific stars in Auston Matthews. And the list goes on from there. 

Toronto channeled all those positives into its first-round series with 
Tampa Bay, and were arguably the better team from start to finish. Plus -
- get this -- it was the core of Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander 
and John Tavares actually leading the way. 

So why has the offseason still come early for the Leafs? A lack of killer 
instinct has plagued them before. Failing to close out a team twice in a 
row, like they did against Tampa, suggests that's still a problem. The 
mental makeup of a team is harder to analyze than shoddy on-ice play. 
Toronto didn't fail because of the latter, which makes it that much more 
difficult to explain. How the Leafs justify and respond to yet another 
letdown when they repeatedly showed themselves capable of getting the 
job done will say a lot about what their next chapter looks like. 

Keys to the offseason 

There have to be changes coming in Toronto. It seems likely those will 
start in the front office. President Brendan Shanahan and general 
manager Kyle Dubas will be first to answer for another first-round blow. 
How does that end? Both execs have doubled (and tripled) down on the 
Leafs and their core over the past two years in particular. The plan hasn't 
worked. Has the time come to go in a new direction? Toronto didn't play 
badly in the postseason. It was a better series than any other they've 
played under Shanahan and Dubas. And it'll be difficult to make massive 
alterations considering the Leafs have little cap space with which to 
maneuver. 

Combine all those factors and it's safe to say everything is on the table 
for Toronto. What will it do with pending unrestricted free-agent goalie 
Jack Campbell, who covets a big payday the Leafs might be unable to 
accommodate? And if it's not Campbell in net, where does Toronto go 
next? If the Leafs continue going younger on defense and hand more 
responsibility to Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren, what will that 
mean for Jake Muzzin? 

So many questions for the Leafs to answer. So much disappointment that 
needs to be overcome. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Toronto won't be completely dismantled so Matthews, Marner and 
company will keep them in the playoff conversation. Will they be a 

contender, though? What to expect from the Leafs long term hinges on 
how they address the goaltending situation, first and foremost. But 
Toronto should go into next season believing it can get back to the 
postseason. 

Boston Bruins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $5,370,834 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CGY), 4th, 6th, 7th (OTT), 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Bruins have talent. They just didn't get enough consistency out of it. 
And too often, Boston's best players were out of the lineup. The Bruins 
were hammered by injuries from start to finish of the regular and 
postseason, losing Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, 
Hampus Lindholm and others at the worst times. It never felt like Boston 
could get in a rhythm with regular lines and pairings, or that the team 
could truly establish an identity this postseason -- losing Charlie McAvoy 
to the COVID protocol for a game didn't help. 

It would be easy to blame the Bruins' aging core, but in the postseason, 
reuniting Brad Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak gave Boston its biggest 
spark. A lack of depth scoring was likely the Bruins' bigger problem. Only 
five players generated 20 or more goals this season, and there was too 
much disparity between the organization's top and bottom. As more injury 
issues piled up down the stretch, it felt like the Bruins simply ran out of 
gas into the playoffs. 

Keys to the offseason 

Boston needs to know what's next for Bergeron. The 36-year-old is a 
pending unrestricted free agent who, as mentioned, dealt with a number 
of injuries this season. It's unlikely Bergeron would want to sign 
elsewhere after spending his entire career in Boston, but the direction 
this team is headed could influence his decision making as well. 

Jake DeBrusk is a question mark as well. His trade request was never 
rescinded; is this the summer general manager Don Sweeney finds 
DeBrusk a new home? 

Once those immediate concerns are addressed, Sweeney has to figure 
out how to fill out his roster with more scoring. Boston swung big on 
Lindholm at the trade deadline and signed him to a long-term extension; 
now Sweeney has to find similarly impactful pieces that will contribute on 
the scoresheet and fit the Bruins' mold of playing physical, intimidating 
hockey. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Bruins will be a playoff contender again. Whether they'll be more 
than a one-round wonder will depend heavily on how well Sweeney takes 
care of summer business. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,289,167 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (WPG), 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Capitals had them -- twice. 

It was Game 4 in D.C. After T.J. Oshie sent Sam Bennett into Northern 
Virginia with an open-ice hit, Evgeny Kuznetsov went the other way and 
scored to give Washington a third-period lead. Win that game, and it's a 
3-1 series. Instead, the Panthers tied the game and Carter Verhaeghe 
won it in overtime. 

Then came Game 5 in Sunrise. The Capitals built a 3-0 lead and could 
have flown back to Washington with a chance to close the series ... only 
to have the Cardiac Cats rally for a 5-3 win. These missed opportunities -
- and an injury to top-line winger and series disruptor Tom Wilson -- led 
to their eventual demise, and into an intriguing offseason. 
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Keys to the offseason 

The Capitals already have 18 players under contract for next season, 
including core players who are all 30 years old (or older) next season. 
They were a 100-point team thanks primarily to a 50-goal, 90-point 
season by the Russian Machine Alex Ovechkin. Players like Nicklas 
Backstrom and Oshie were limited by injury, and didn't have their usual 
offensive outputs, but they fared well in the postseason. Hence, the 
Capitals feel like one of those late-stage contenders that just needs to 
secure an invitation to the party and then will see how long they can 
dance. It's possible that, given the contracts on the roster, they run it 
back with much of this roster in 2022-23. 

But not all of this roster. Trade deadline forward pickups Marcus 
Johansson and Johan Larsson are unrestricted free agents, as is 
defenseman Justin Schultz. 

The goaltending situation is most interesting. Both Vitek Vanecek and 
Ilya Samsonov are restricted free agents. Vanecek had a solid regular 
season and a lousy postseason; Samsonov had a below-replacement-
level regular season but played well in the playoffs, despite the series 
result. Do the Capitals seek an upgrade here? Do they see anything in 
third-stringer Zach Fucale? And if they do return Samsonov and 
Vanecek, at what cost and for how long? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Ovechkin continues to be Ovechkin, which means the Capitals are still 
going to be a team sniffing around a playoff berth. He's 22 goals away 
from passing Gordie Howe for second all-time in goals and just 115 goals 
away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's seemingly unbreakable mark of 
894 goals. But the team could use some upgrades on the blue line and in 
goal, as the Eastern Conference should have a bit more balance in 2022-
23 compared with this season's leisurely stroll to the playoffs. 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The Wild simply 
didn't get enough out of their depth players. That wasn't a glaring issue 
for Minnesota in the regular season, but was a defining factor in their 
first-round loss to St. Louis. And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; 
it was all over the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence on special 
teams, and more key saves from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. That's 
why general manager Bill Guerin acquired Fleury at the deadline, to 
make Minnesota a true Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason gave the 
crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the latter's excellent play all 
season, Minnesota couldn't switch goalies so late in a playoff series. 
They needed Fleury to rebound along with his teammates, and the bet 
didn't pay out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. The largest 
hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, Minnesota is carrying 
$12,743,588 in dead cap space from the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise 
buyouts. That's around 15% of their space, and will absolutely impact 
what the Wild can do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with pending 
restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 85 points in 82 
games and, is arbitration-eligible again after playing on a one-year, $5.1 
million contract in 2021-22. Is this when Guerin makes a long-term with 
Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be -- surprise, 
surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent this summer, but 
Talbot is signed for another season. The Wild have a solid option at 
starter, but who supports Talbot? Also, what's the next contract for 
pending RFA defenseman Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San 
Jose at the deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space concerns, the Wild 
could retool and take another shot at a long playoff run. They have 
sensational talents in Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There 
are strong pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from disappointment and 
build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as far as 
Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against Roman Josi, Matt 
Duchene or any of Nashville's other top performers. It was Saros who 
kept Nashville afloat during tough stretches of the regular season; and 
once he was ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, 
it was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the Predators. 
David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor Ingram after a poor Game 1 
performance, and there was simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-
goal with Colorado without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work things out 
(or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. Poile opted not to trade 
Forsberg before March's deadline, believing he would be a valuable 
asset in the Predators' playoff push and that there was time to get a deal 
done over the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value after a 42-
goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. After Forsberg, the 
Predators have to examine their defense and decide if it's strong enough 
behind Josi. Rookie Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in 
the future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some veteran 
additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding No. 1 
goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen are around the 
prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true question mark. With him in the 
fold and a healthy Saros, there's no reason Nashville can't be in the 
playoff picture again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's 
a massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 
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Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 
the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 
to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 
a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 
Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 

obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in as his next coach? Those 
questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, 
respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 2015-16. Who 
will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 
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Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 
young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserved to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. They made it 
official on June 1, making him the 32nd head coach in franchise history. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 
him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 
If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 7, 2022 

 

streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 
Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 
past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he was fired on 
May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 

any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 
and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
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to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 
acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 
players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. GM Jim 
Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 6, 2021. Benning 
had been at the helm since 2014, and the Canucks made the playoffs 
just twice during his tenure. One of those times was a second-round exit 
in the 2020 bubble playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep probably 
could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the regime returned, with 
Benning having made overly aggressive moves in an effort to save his 
job -- like the Oliver Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache 
he figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had already 
proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 start, months 
after Vancouver handed him a two-year contract extension. Enter miracle 
worker Bruce Boudreau, who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and 
pushed this roster as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim 
Rutherford and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from Thatcher Demko, 
star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it was another big offensive 
season from defenseman Quinn Hughes and a career year from forward 
J.T. Miller, whom the Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at 
the trade deadline despite next season being the last one on his contract. 
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But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were solved too slowly for 
the Canucks to make the cut. Too much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a team option 
for a second season, although it's been reported that he could walk away 
from that option. As long as the term is right, bringing back Boudreau is a 
no-brainer: He cracked the code on this team and changed the vibe of 
the franchise. 

They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million against the 
cap next season before becoming an unrestricted free agent; it's hard to 
imagine he's not part of the solution in Vancouver, given his breakout 
season. Forward Brock Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name 
continues to circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin and Rutherford 
would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in their image, while figuring 
out which pieces of the core they'll retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. Given a full 
offseason, training camp and 82-game campaign, we have faith that he 
can get the Canucks back to the playoffs. They have some foundational 
pieces in place -- you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to add more. 
The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should lead to prosperity next 
season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights beyond their 
control this season, they missed the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history due to unforced errors, cap mismanagement and straying too far 
from their identity. 

Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and needing the 
cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. That ended up destabilizing 
their goaltending: The Knights went from 2nd in team save percentage to 
20th, and Lehner didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder 
surgery. The Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to unload with a 
deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the move canceled by the NHL 
after it turned out Anaheim was on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out team 
attempting to bring back players from long-term injured reserve. This 
underscored a two-fold problem this season: The financial constraints of 
their own making, which were only exacerbated when the Knights traded 
for Jack Eichel in a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible 
number of injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key forward 
Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player acquisitions that 
turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster crushed under the weight of its 
payroll and expectations. That was evident in the final games of the 
season, when the Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses 
to New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at Dallas; and 
then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the other three defeats 
were in the shootout, where Vegas went a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last three 
seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. The Knights were a 
Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't even make the postseason. The 
key to the offseason is the scope of that reaction. The ball started rolling 
on May 16, when the team fired head coach Peter DeBoer. Do they 
make any more changes? Does it mean another aggressive offseason 
acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? Or do the Knights write off this 
injury-plagued season and run it back with much of the same roster, 
including a sharper Jack Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some immediate 
questions to be addressed. Smith is an unrestricted free agent that's 
likely gone. Do they revisit a Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move 
Max Pacioretty one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor this season. 
As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your luck is rotten. But the other 
issues that impacted the Knights were self-inflicted, and many of them 
can be corrected in the offseason with better cap management and some 
tweaks to the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility and, above all 
else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (NYR), 2nd (STL), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
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many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite disappointing exit, Oilers learn valuable lessons 
from Avalanche 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — After a dazzling spring full of lead changes, 15-goal 
nights, and an offensive display that took us back nearly 40 years to 
Wayne Gretzky and the boys, the 2022 Edmonton Oilers fell off the fire 
wagon Monday, fittingly in a thrilling 6-5 overtime loss to Colorado. 

Of course, it was. 

If this is what’s coming — if this is the kind of high-wire hockey that lies 
ahead for an Oilers team that looks like it has found a foothold — then 
sign us up from coast to coast. 

In a sport that leaned towards tight, defensive hockey when the chips 
were down in May and June, Edmonton gave Canadians a steady diet of 
5-4 hockey, with Connor McDavid (33 points) and Leon Draisaitl (32) 
averaging two points per game through their 16-game run. 

“It feels like it’s steps, right?” said a disappointed McDavid, moments 
after a handshake line with the clearly superior Avalanche. “Every team 
kind of goes through it: They become a playoff team, then they get there 
most years, they go on a little bit of a run and they learn that lesson. 
Then it becomes their time to win.” 

In their fourth consecutive season of winning at least one playoff round, 
that much is clear: It is Colorado’s time now. 

“You look at a Colorado team that's been in that situation many, many 
times,” nodded McDavid. “They're knocking on the door right now. It's a 
step in the right direction (for Edmonton), but that's all it is.” 

Look, there isn’t a person in Oil Country who would tell you that 
Edmonton would win this series against Colorado if they dropped a puck 
for Game 1 again tomorrow night. Colorado is better — full stop — a 
team that shares the electric style of game that Edmonton plays, but is 
deeper, with more talent at more positions. 

But this wasn’t eight wasted days, as Darryl Sutter once said. 

Big picture, this was a look into the future against Colorado, after two 
series wins that took a franchise from frustration to foundation. They 
know now that they can win, but more importantly, this spring was a 
lesson on what it takes to really win. 

“There’s no participation medal,” said goalie Mike Smith. “It’s very 
disappointing.” 

'Momentum is a crazy thing in the playoffs' Smith after the Oilers' Game 4 
loss 

“We’re hungry. We’re a hungry group,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse. 
“You get to the conference finals, and there’s a long, long road to get 
back even into the playoffs next year. Then the grind begins.” 

Edmonton stumbled through Round 1, only to answer the bell with a 
Game 6 must-win in Los Angeles, a game that may stand as the finest 
60-minute performance in the seven-year career of the game’s best 
player, McDavid. Then they came home and locked down a 2-0 win in 
Game 7 to set up the first Battle of Alberta in 31 years. 

The Flames and Oilers opened that series with a 9-6 circus of a hockey 
game, followed by four straight Oilers wins, a 132-foot goal, controversial 
reviews, and a five-game walk over a Flames team that nobody thought 
would lose to the loose, defensively challenged Oilers. 

The series ended, of course, with a McDavid moment, an overtime 
wrister off the post and in, and a cruise down main street on Saddledome 
ice, fist-pumping his way from Cowtown to Colorado. There, a McSeries 
between him and Nathan MacKinnon would only have been better had it 
lasted a couple of games longer. 

Draisaitl marched through these playoffs like a peg-legged ship captain, 
refusing to let an ankle injury stop him from entering the NHL record book 
with his incredible string of three- or four-point games in all five games of 
that Calgary series. He closed the book with four primary assists 
Monday, a display of pain management that recalls the great Oiler Lee 
Fogolin, who set the standard for pain threshold when he removed his 
own filling with a curtain hook one game day in Hartford. 

Draisaitl battled through pain to cap off a playoff run to remember 

Meanwhile, Nurse tore a hip flexor in the last week of the regular season, 
and missed only one playoff game due to a suspension. He’s played 
better to be sure, but in this sport what Nurse did is what leaders do. 

He could skate, so he could play. For better or worse. 

“Our medical staff… taped it up, gave me some anti-inflamm’s and away 
you go,” Nurse said. “There’s no excuse when you get to this point in the 
season. You want to be on your game and play at a certain level. There’s 
no excuse. Everyone’s banged up this time of year. And myself 
personally, I wanted to be better in this series. It’s just added motivation 
for summer to come back and be a difference-maker next year.” 

“Warriors, warriors,” said Smith, shaking his head. “But those are your 
leaders. Those are guys other guys look up to and when you’re seeing 
your top players battle through injuries and throw it all out on the ice and 
give it everything they have then you want to do the same.” 

Smith ran out of gas in these playoffs, unable to give his team the saves 
it required to get this series back to Denver for Game 5. The Oilers led 3-
1 and 4-2 in the third period, but allowed four goals. 

They needed a late goal to force overtime, and of course, delivered. 
When it came to the kind of edge-of-your-seat hockey that kept an 
Easterner up past bedtime every second night for six weeks, this Oilers 
team delivered more magical moments than Houdini. 

Oilers can't 'lose sight' of positives, but 'more required' to win Stanley 
Cup says Woodcroft 

Seriously, who plays this mush 5-4 hockey in a 3-2 league? 

These Oilers did, again, for better or worse. 

“The way the playoffs worked were the way the playoffs worked,” 
shrugged head coach Jay Woodcroft, who drove this F1 car with one 
hand on the wheel, at times. “We lost three one-goal hockey games in 
this series (with two empty-netters). That's a function of the way the 
game was being played. 

“Can we do better defensively? We can. We scored five goals tonight. 
Should be enough to win a game.” 

Draisaitl 'expected' to make it to conference final, but wanted more from 
Oilers' playoff run 

That’s how we will remember this Oilers run, that on a lot of nights, five 
goals weren’t enough. You needed more. 

We all wanted more of this kind of hockey, and with Colorado blazing into 
the Stanley Cup Final, we’ll get more of it. 

The game we love up here in Northern Alberta, it’s back. 

Hang on to yer hats, folks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Third round is a charm for OT hero Lehkonen — and now 
Avalanche can chase Cup 

 

Staff 

 

EDMONTON -- In the elation of the moment, Nathan MacKinnon wasn’t 
the least bit concerned about how much the Colorado Avalanche had 
given up to acquire Artturi Lehkonen. 

All he knew was that general manager Joe Sakic made the right move in 
picking up the versatile Finnish winger, no matter what the price tag was. 
And for the record, he would have given up more than defence prospect 
Justin Barron and the 2023 second-round draft pick that was shipped to 
the Montreal Canadiens to get Lehkonen for this year’s stretch run and 
next season. 

Well, the move was another stroke of brilliance as Lehkonen delivered 
the series-clincher at 1:19 of overtime on Monday, tipping a Cole Makar 
shot and then depositing home the loose change to secure a 6-5 victory 
over the Edmonton Oilers and a four-game series sweep in the Western 
Conference Final. 

'I'd trade 10 first-rounders for him' MacKinnon on Lehkonen after series-
winning goal 

“That's why you trade for guys like that at the deadline,” said Avalanche 
centre Nathan MacKinnon, who scored the 4-4 goal at 13:30 of the third 
period on a brilliant individual effort. “I'd trade 10 first-rounders for him 
right now. We'll all be gone when those guys come in the league, 
anyways.” 

For Lehkonen, it was his sixth goal of the playoffs and propelled the 
Avalanche to the Stanley Cup Final for the first time since 2001. 

It was the second time in as many seasons that Lehkonen supplied the 
series clincher to send his team to the final -- he had the overtime winner 
for Montreal in Game 6 against Vegas last season. 

But it took an official’s review before the celebration was officially on and 
the handshake line got underway. 

“Hopefully it's not high sticking,” said Lehkonen. “I didn't really think too 
much for a while after (I scored) but then I saw they were going to look at 
it. That's pretty much it. Kind of funny. It was a good bounce. I got a tip 
on the first shot and it bounced right on my tape. 

“It's certainly been a little bit like a roller coaster. (The) chance to play for 
the Stanley Cup doesn't come very often. You've got to make the most of 
it. This year is an opportunity for us. You've just got to go out there and 
take it.” 

Erik Johnson was the first player to speak to the media after the Clarence 
Campbell Bowl was handed out to the Avalanche and he could hardly 
contain his emotions. 

The first overall pick in the 2006 NHL Draft (by the St. Louis Blues) has 
been a member of the Avalanche for 12 seasons and this is the furthest 
he’s ever been in the post-season. 

'The pressure was off us' Bednar details Avalanche's mindset prior to 
comeback 

“I've waited a long time to have an opportunity to have a chance to play 
for a Cup,” said Johnson. “I saw the puck in, I was just so happy that it 
went in and we advanced and now we get a chance to go for the Cup. ... 
I was excited, so excited." 

“There's been a lot of ups and downs. When I first got to Colorado in 
2011, the team was dead last, had some up-and-down years after that 
and we've been knocking on the door here the last couple years. Some 
injuries and things that happened along the way, you never know if that 
opportunity's going to come. Just soaking it all in and trying to embrace 
the moment and just having a lot of fun. It's been 900 games, 15 years.” 

By contrast, Johnson’s frequent defence partner Bowen Byram is 
approaching his 21st birthday and has only 49 games on his NHL 
resume -- and he’s about to play for the Stanley Cup as well. 

Makar continued his sensational play, scoring the ice-breaker on the 
power play through a perfect screen by Gabe Landeskog and then 
chipped in four assists (including the shot on the OT winner) to become 
just the first defenceman in NHL history to produce a five-point effort in 
an elimination game. 

Avalanche's Makar put on 'incredible' performance to help eliminate 
Oilers 

“There's not much left to be said. I think we're running out of words for it,” 
said Johnson. “He's ultra dynamic, a game-breaker, kills penalties, 
dominates both ends of the ice. Humble guy, good head on his 
shoulders, good person. I don't know. There's nothing he can't do. He 
keeps showing us what he can do every night. We're lucky because 
we're watching greatness, and we don't see that a lot.” 

The Oilers saw a lot of it throughout this four-game series and Makar’s 
contributions were not limited to the offensive end. 

Not only did he chip in two goals and nine points in the four games, 
Makar and defence partner Devon Toews (who scored his fifth goal of 
the playoffs on Monday) did an outstanding job against the Oilers' 
dynamic duo of Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid. 

“Obviously it's a cool accomplishment. You're making it to the biggest 
stage of the world in hockey, and it's exciting,” said Makar, who is up to 
five goals and 22 points in 14 games in the playoffs. “You take it in for the 
night and then, for me, kind of move on and turn the focus to the next 
step. That's what's made this team successful so far this year. We don't 
look too far ahead. We stay in the moment. Enjoy this one for a bit and 
then go on to the next." 

Playing without Nazem Kadri (thumb), the Avalanche found a way to 
register six goals on a night they clearly weren’t at their best, overcoming 
a 4-2 deficit by scoring four times in what was a six-goal third. 

Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen came into the third-round series with 
only one empty-net goal but he scored in each of these four games and 
had six points, elevating his game when his team needed him most. 

The Avalanche also found a way to advance while running with backup 
goalie Pavel Francouz for the bulk of the series after Darcy Kuemper 
exited Game 1 with an upper-body injury. 

Kuemper dressed as the backup on Monday and should be good to go 
for Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final against either the two-time 
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning or the New York Rangers. 

The Final won’t start until June 15 at earliest and could begin on June 18, 
depending on how deep the Eastern Conference final goes. 

Avalanche and Oilers exchange handshakes following their four-game 
series 

“A week off is going to help us with the banged-up (guys) that we have,” 
said Rantanen. “But we're used to it. After the first round, we had a week 
off, too, so it's nothing new to us. From that series, it doesn't matter at all. 
Whoever comes, that's who we play. We don't care at all.” 

There was certainly a sense of accomplishment for this Avalanche team 
that endured three consecutive second-round exits before this current 
run. 

But there is a larger goal in mind and the Avalanche won’t be satisfied 
until they reach it. 
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“Obviously, it's very special. And yeah, I mean, I'd probably be lying if I 
told you that I thought we'd be here one day during the (2016-17) 
season,” said Landeskog, referring to the year the team went 22-56-0-4 
and finished last overall. “That was hard especially and that was as close 
to rock bottom as you can come when it comes to playing in the NHL. 

“We've changed some things in how we do things around the rink and 
how we prepare and how we play and it comes with experience as well. 
And then you start making the playoffs the next year after that and you 
start believing then you start seeing progress and start moving. Losing 
the second round three years in a row was tough, but you’ve got to trip 
on the finish line a few times sometimes before you cross it and I think for 
us that's been true so far. Job's not done and it's going to be another 
tough series, but we'll get some rest here and get ready to go.” 

The last word goes to Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar, who is in his 
sixth season and continues to set the tone with his business-like 
approach and steady hand on the wheel. 

“It's just resilience, belief, guys just wanting to win and that's stepping up 
and making plays at key times. A lot of fight in our team and I'm really 
proud of them for what they've accomplished to this point,” said Bednar. 
“Our first goal was the regular season and then round 1, 2 and 3 and it's 
sort of a five-step process for us to be the best team we can possibly be. 

“Get our habits right through the regular season and find a way to 
advance and continue to try to get better. We've done that. I've been with 
this team now, this is Year 6, and a lot of growth and mentally, 
structurally -- just the whole gamut. They're going to get a chance to play 
for it now. Hopefully we go out and put our best foot forward and go win 
the thing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Scout's Analysis: How the Flames could navigate a 
complicated off-season 

Have we seen the last of Johnny Gaudreau in a Flames jersey? 

 

Jason Bukala 

 

As the dust settles and emotions subside it’s time to review the season 
that was for the Calgary Flames. 

I personally had the Flames as my Stanley Cup winner in the highly 
scientific Sportsnet pre-playoff predictions. I even went as far as to 
suggest Jacob Markstrom would win the Conn Smythe as the playoff 
MVP. 

Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers had other ideas. 

The Flames have the potential to be a very good team again next 
season, but Brad Treliving is going to have a busy summer attempting to 
keep most of this group together. They have some key UFA and RFA 
contracts that will need to be negotiated and massaged to fit under the 
$82.5 million dollar salary cap for 2022-23. 

The following is an unbiased year-end review of the Calgary Flames 
roster and potential moves they may need to make before the start of 
training camp in September: 

Hockey Operations 

Treliving and his staff assembled a team that fits the style of play their 
head coach wants to employ: a detailed, competitive, in your face, no 
easy ice game. 

They plugged some key holes on the back end with timely additions of 
Erik Gudbranson and Nikita Zadorov. Both players require new contracts 
this off-season, but it’s fair to say the Flames got everything they 
expected and more from their combined $5.7 million in salaries. 

Blake Coleman was signed last summer and contributed in his role. 

They gave up a third-round pick to Boston for goalie Dan Vladar and he 
gave them some solid backup minutes behind Markstrom. 

Calle Jarnkrok and Tyler Toffoli were in-season acquisitions, and the 
former will be a UFA this summer. 

The team plays to an identity. They are a heavy squad on the back end 
who lean on opponents. Up front they have a nice mix of speed, skill, and 
muscle in the trenches. They came up short in the playoffs, but the front 
office did a nice job of piecing this team together. The heavy lifting will 
take place in the coming weeks with contracts due for Johnny Gaudreau, 
Matthew Tkachuk, Andrew Mangiapane, Jarnkrok, Gudbranson and 
Zadorov. 

With that in mind, here is the Flames end of season roster report. 

Sutter shares his opinion on the Flames 2021-22 season 

2021-22 FLAMES ROSTER ANALYSIS 

Goaltending 

Jacob Markstrom: He had a strong regular season, is a finalist for the 
Vezina Trophy, and is one of the top goalies in the NHL. His stats (63GP, 
2.22GAA, .922SV%) are at the top of the class. He’s signed through 
2025-26 with an AAV of $6 million and a full NMC. His playoffs certainly 
could have been better. He made his share of big saves, but there is no 
question the team needed him to come up with more timely stops than he 
delivered against Edmonton. A big body goalie who, in my opinion, was 
far too active tracking the play against a fast Oilers team. At times he 
was too deep in his net. In other scenarios his lateral push took him 
outside the blue paint/posts and he lost his net. The Flames need him to 
be better next spring. 

Dan Vladar: A reliable backup option, Vladar is only 24 years old and has 
a chance to grow into more of a role and play more games moving 
forward. A big body at 6-foot-5, he takes up a ton of net and has decent 
physical tools for a goalie his stature. He’s been on the radar for several 
years going back to his days in Czechia. For me it has always been a 
consistency issue when analyzing his game. There are nights he looks 
like he is capable of being a No. 1, but there are still some nights he 
loses his focus and lays an egg. Having said that, I do trust him more 
today than I have in the past, but it’s still a work in progress. He has one 
more year left on his contract paying $750,000 before becoming an RFA. 

Noah Hanifin: In time he is going to be paid more than his current 
contract ($4.95 million AAV). He’s signed through 2023-24 and has a 
modified, eight-team no-trade clause. Hanifin does it all for the Flames. 
He is deployed in all situations and plays a responsible game in all three 
zones. A distributor on the PP, he’s a fantastic skater. In 81 games this 
past season he contributed 10 goals and 48 points and he's still only 25. 
The best years of his career could still be on the horizon. 

Rasmus Andersson: He logs big minutes in all situations and produced 
four goals and 50 points in the regular season. When he sees an 
opening, he isn’t shy about leading the rush offensively. On the PP he 
leans distributor more than shooter, but it’s a bit misleading. He shoots 
the puck accurately from distance and could score more goals moving 
forward. I did feel his detail in the playoffs could have been better. He 
seemed to follow the play or lose control of his defending space. I expect 
he will be better next spring. A very competitive player, he’s on a 
fantastic contract for what he brings ($4.55 million AAV) and is signed 
through 2025-26. 

Chris Tanev: He’s a warrior and always has been. The team knows what 
they're getting in Tanev. He’s a two-way “D” who gives the group some 
secondary offence, but his true identity is that of a strong area defender 
who bodies up and blocks shots. He has been instrumental in the 
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development of Oliver Kylington as well. He’s signed for two more 
seasons at a reasonable AAV of $4.5 million and has a Modified NTC 
(10-team list). 

Oliver Kylington: He looks poised to take his game to another level. I 
observed his confidence rising throughout the season. He’s an elite 
skater who can lead the rush or join as an extra layer. The team is 
gaining confidence in his ability to be used in all situations and now he’s 
due for a raise. His last contract paid him $787,000 this past season and 
now he’s an RFA with arbitration rights. His new salary has the potential 
to push one of the veteran UFAs off the roster. 

Erik Gudbranson: My friends in the analytics community have him on a 
poster in their offices as a player their metrics don’t support. The eye test 
wins out for me with Gudbranson. He contributed the way the team had 
hoped he would. There is clearly a comfort level with his style of play and 
the expectations of Darryl Sutter. Whether or not he stays on is going to 
come down to budget. He was on a team-friendly one-year “prove it” deal 
this season that paid him $1.95 million. It will be interesting to see how 
this plays out. He logged heavy/hard minutes and brought value to their 
D corps. He doesn’t bring much offence, but his decisions moving the 
play out of his zone and distributing overall were much more reliable this 
year. 

Nikita Zadorov: Zadorov has had a difficult time finding a permanent 
home in the NHL. With stops in (Buffalo, Colorado, Chicago and Calgary) 
so far in his career. He’s a giant of a man (6”6 235lbs) who leans 2-way / 
Defensive “D” and plays a physical brand. At 27 years of age the Flames 
know what to expect from him if they decide to bring him back. He’s a 
UFA who made $3.75 million this past season. His salary is too much 
with raises due for other players on this roster. If he takes a discount, 
they might be able to fit him in.   

Michael Stone: His career path has been a patient one, but the Flames 
clearly trust his style of play. Make no mistake, Stone is a depth defender 
who is likely a No. 7 more than a No. 6 on the depth chart. When he did 
get a chance in playoffs, he was pretty reliable. He brings size and 
smarts and at the league minimum salary he still has some miles left on 
his tires. He also is a UFA. 

Forwards 

Mikael Backlund: Potentially a life-long Flame. Originally drafted in the 
first round (24th overall) in 2007. If I’m poking holes in his game I would 
ask for more offence in the regular season. His 12 goals and 39 points in 
82 games are solid secondary offensive stats, but the argument could be 
made that more is expected from a forward being paid $5.35 million. The 
bottom line, however, is that Backlund can be deployed in a variety of 
roles offensively and defensively. He plays with pace and he’s involved. 
In the playoffs this season he scored five goals and eight points while 
matched up against top opponents. He’s signed through 2023-24 and 
holds a modified no-trade clause (10-team list). 

Elias Lindholm: His regular season was very productive (82GP, 42G, 
82PTS) and his playoffs also produced offence (12GP, 5G, 9PTS). He’s 
signed to a team friendly contract if he can repeat, or come close to 
repeating, the season he just had, with an AAV of $4.85 million through 
2023-24. From the middle of the ice in the offensive zone he possesses 
the most dangerous quick release/goal scoring option on the team. If 
Tkachuk and Gaudreau are back it gives the Flames a stable and lethal 
top scoring line with Lindholm in between. 

Blake Coleman: Coleman is a player who can play up and down the 
lineup, and someone who brought speed and tenacity to the forward 
group. My feeling is the Flames see him as the kind of contributor that 
helps the team win games outside of producing pure offence. He’s an 
excellent penalty killer who also matches up against top opponents. I 
believe he can produce more than the 16 goals and 33 points he got this 
season in 81 games. At an AAV of $4.9 million the Flames would 
certainly welcome a bit more offence from Coleman, but it would be a 
bonus considering he has never produced more than 36 points in his 
best season (2018-2019 with New Jersey). He's signed through 2026-27 
and holds a NTC through 2022-23. 

Tyler Toffoli: In 74 games split between Montreal and Calgary, Toffoli 
scored 20 goals and 49 points in 2021-22 and then added two goals and 
five points in 12 playoffs games. He was acquired by the Flames to 
provide more scoring depth and contribute on the PP. Years ago Toffoli 
came into the league with the obvious element of being a point producer. 
There has always been concern about his pace, but he has had a very 
good career and maintained his element for the most part. However, I 
personally felt he had a difficult time with the pace of the Edmonton 
series. He’s signed through 2023-24 at an AAV $4.25 million and does 
not have trade protection...unless you consider the fact Sutter loves the 
player. 

'I fell in love with it here' Tkachuk 'absolutely' open to re-signing long term 
with Flames 

Dillon Dube: A bit of a conflicting player for me. I appreciate how hard he 
competes, that he isn’t shy about getting involved in traffic, plays with 
speed, and adds a secondary scoring element to the Flames forward 
group. The reason I’m conflicted is he has the look of player who can 
contribute even more than he does. His last year in the minors before 
becoming a full time NHL player produced 15 goals and 39 points in 37 
games for Stockton in 2018-19. I’m not suggesting the player is going to 
suddenly become a point per game scorer at the NHL level, but I do think 
there is potential for more than a 32-point season (what he scored this 
year) from Dube. He’s signed through 2023-24 with an AAV of $2.3 
million. He’s a solid middle of the lineup player for Calgary. 

Calle Jarnkrok: I was one of the people who endorsed the addition of 
Jarnkrok at the deadline. He has a history of being a quick, fast, 
energetic player who never goes away. He can be like the mosquito on 
your back deck on a hot summer night. His time in Calgary was average 
at best, though. He did bring some energy, but I didn’t feel his impact 
was what it could have been. Having said all of that his playoffs did give 
some reason to believe he can still bring value. He’s a pending UFA who 
made $2 million last season. With his offensive numbers on the decline 
for the past three seasons he will need to sign a team friendly deal if he 
wants to return to Calgary. The Flames have time to shop before circling 
back with Jarnkrok. 

Milan Lucic: With over $71 million in career earnings, Lucic is a true 
power forward who has a presence and is loved by coaches, teammates, 
and the fan base. In his past five seasons he has played 367 games and 
contributed 44 goals and 118 points for an average of 0.32 points per 
game. His salary over the same five years adds up to $30 million. I have 
the utmost respect for Lucic and what he has contributed over the years. 
I’m positive he will age into retirement with more body pain than most 
former NHL players. He has earned respect. The issue for me is the 
Flames face a cap crunch and his contract is far too expensive for the 
role he plays. Especially when I consider the other notable names that 
need new contracts and the fact the team might not be able to afford at 
least one of them (Mangiapane, Tkachuk, Gaudreau, Gudbranson, 
Zadorov). Lucic's AAV is $6 million and he has a modified NTC-NMC. But 
a buyout isn’t an option for Lucic with the way his contract is structured. 
Without going into the long form details the result would only save 
Calgary $666,000 on the cap. He’s expensive for his role, but the only 
way they get out from under this deal is if he agrees to a trade to a team 
he wants to be a part of. 

Trevor Lewis: He has been surviving on one year deals the past couple 
of seasons. He’s 35, but he’s cheap and continues to provide some 
depth minutes at the NHL level. He played his best hockey in the 
playoffs, producing two goals and five points in 12 games. The team 
might circle back with him later on in free agency if they can’t find 
someone to play at league minimum. Sutter likes Lewis as well and trusts 
him, but he's a fourth line/13th forward option. 

Sean Monahan: His game has fallen off drastically. Before his season 
came to an end with injury, he produced only eight goals and 23 points in 
65 games. He has had hip surgery and by all accounts is on the road to 
recovery. The Flames find themselves boxed in with his contract. 
Monahan will be entering the last year of his deal that carries an AAV of 
$6.375 million. He also has a modified no-trade clause (10-team list). The 
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issue Calgary has is they can’t buy out Monahan while he is injured. 
Even when he was healthy his market value was minimal in trade 
scenarios … especially at his salary. The player likely wants to continue 
on with his career, but if he is too injured to play next season the only 
relief Calgary has from this scenario is placing Monahan on LTIR for cap 
relief. It’s a terrible situation for both the player and team. The bottom line 
in my opinion is, even when healthy, Monahan struggles with the pace of 
the NHL game and his contract is a massive anchor for the Flames. 

Brett Ritchie: He’s a “nice to have” not a “need to have”. Ritchie is only 
28 years old and he skates well enough to keep up at the NHL level. A 
big body forward who can wear on opponents down low in the offensive 
zone. He brings a physical presence, but very little offence and is set to 
become a UFA. At $900,000 the team should be able to find more bang 
for the buck in free agency or from within the organization. 

Andrew Mangiapane: Things start to get really interesting here with 
Mangiapane. He’s a pending RFA with arbitration rights coming off a 35-
goal, 55-point season in 82 games. His 2021-22 AAV was $2.425 million. 
Consider his first contract was his entry-level deal carrying an $800,000 
AAV and his next contract was a one-year, $715,000 deal before jumping 
up to the referenced $2.425 million. I don’t see any scenario where he 
signs a long-term deal with the Flames this off-season. He will have to 
bet on himself to a degree, but the payout could be enormous if he walks 
to UFA after next season. I’m anticipating his one-year deal this summer 
to pay around $5 million. If he scores 35 goals again next season he'll 
walk to UFA and will fetch well above that number on a long-term deal. It 
is what it is. Enjoy him for one more year Flames fans. He will be 
motivated and play a significant role for Calgary in 2022-23. 

Matthew Tkachuk: I have to be realistic about this scenario. Tkachuk is 
coming off a season that he produced 42 goals and 104 points in 82 
games and then added four goals and 10 points in 12 playoff games. 
He’s an RFA coming off a contract with a cap hit of $7 million, but which 
was structured in a way to actually pay him $9 million in salary this past 
season. 

On a long-term deal I believe Tkachuk and his representatives are going 
to value his services in the same category as the following players 
(based on AAV): 

Artemi Panarin, NYR: $11.6 million 

Mitch Marner, TOR: $10.9 million 

Nikita Kucherov, TB: $9.5 million 

Mark Stone, VGK: $9.5 million 

Mikko Rantanen, COL: $9.2 million 

If we take the average of these five examples, we end up with a salary of 
$10.14 million per year. 

I believe this is what the Flames are staring at when discussing a long-
term deal with Tkachuk. It’s my opinion that he will sign a one-year deal 
this summer that will take him through next season at an AAV around $9 
million. It’s not likely that Calgary fans will see him in a Flames uniform 
beyond next year unless he is willing to take a hometown discount to 
make it happen. Never say never -- he has already earned north of $23 
million in his career after all and he might be happy where he is, but I’m 
not holding my breath. 

Johnny Gaudreau: We know he is a UFA. We also know he is getting 
paid. Will he be cashing checks in Calgary or somewhere else next 
season? It feels like the team and the player are going to find a way to 
get a deal done, but Gaudreau won’t come cheap. When you are coming 
off a season that produced 40 goals and 115 points in 82 games played, 
and then followed it with three goals and 14 points in 12 playoff games, 
you get paid. Gaudreau has been a career-long Flame who is part of 
their leadership group in addition to being their most dangerous player 
offensively. Sutter has challenged him to be a better player in all three 
zones and Gaudreau has responded. He can sign for eight years in 
Calgary, which may give them something of an advantage. I feel like he’s 

looking at a deal that pays him $10 million per year over the term. He has 
a chance to cement his legacy as a Calgary Flame and he’s worth the 
investment. 

via CapFriendly 

END OF SEASON ROSTER 

LW 

  

C 

  

RW 

Johnny Gaudreau (LW) 

  

Elias Lindholm 

  

Matthew Tkachuk (RFA) 

Andrew Mangiapane (RFA) 

  

Mikael Backlund 

  

Blake Coleman 

Dillon Dube 

  

Calle Jarnkrok (UFA) 

  

Tyler Toffoli 

Milan Lucic 

  

Sean Monahan (Inj/LTIR) 

  

Trevor Lewis (UFA) 

Brett Ritchie (UFA) 

  

  

POTENTIAL 2022-23 ROSTER 

LW 

  

C 

  

RW 

Johnny Gaudreau (10M) 

  

Elias Lindholm (4.85M) 
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Matthew Tkachuk (9M/1YR) 

Andrew Mangiapane (5M/1YR) 

  

Mikael Backlund (5.35M) 

  

Blake Coleman (4.9M) 

Jakob Pelletier (863K) 

  

Dillon Dube (2.3M) 

  

Tyler Toffoli (4.25M) 

Milan Lucic (5.25M) 

  

Noel Acciari (900K) 

  

Trevor Lewis (800K) 

NOTE: With this roster build, Sean Monahan's $6.375 million cap hit 
remains on LTIR. 

LD 

  

RD 

Noah Hanifin (4.95M) 

  

Rasmus Andersson (4.55M) 

Oliver Kylington (4M) 

  

Chris Tanev (4.5M) 

Connor Mackey (912K) 

  

Erik Gudbranson (1.75M) 

Juuso Valimaki (1.5M) 

  

NOTE: I have included both Mackey and Valimaki on the NHL roster to 
start the season. One of these two players are internal candidates to 
make the roster out of training camp. 

G 

Jacob Markstrom (6M) 

Dan Vladar (750K) 

Minor League Recall Candidates 

Adam Ruzicka, FWD (875K) 

Juuso Valimaki, D (1.5M) 

Connor Mackey, D (912K) 

Dustin Wolf, G (813K) 

CONCLUSION 

The roster as presented would come in just under the cap at $82,375,000 

Subtractions: 

Nikita Zadorov: He is likely to find a deal that pays him close to, and 
maybe above his salary from last season ($3.75 million) and the Flames 
cannot afford the contract. 

Calle Jarnkrok: He made $2 million last season. If he is willing to discuss 
the salary I have used in my model for Noel Acciari ($900k) then he 
becomes a potential fourth line option on a new deal. His numbers have 
been on the decline offensively. He’s not likely to get the $2 million he 
made this year when he goes to market, but the question is will he drop 
below $1 million? 

Brett Ritchie: He’s a role player who doesn’t provide full time minutes 
throughout the season. The team can have the same heavy look at the 
bottom of the lineup with the addition of Acciari. 

Sean Monahan: What happens with Monahan will have massive 
influence on building out the rest of the 2022-23 edition of the Calgary 
Flames. 

Here are a few scenarios to consider for Monahan: 

1. The first buyout window is set for July 1 – 12. Since Monahan has 
recently had surgery and is in process of rehabbing, he is not likely to be 
eligible for a buyout in this window. 

2. The second buyout window for the Flames is a moving target that 
revolves around arbitration. Teams that have arbitration cases are 
extended a second buyout period that lasts 48 hours, a window that 
begins three days after the final arbitration case is awarded or settled. In 
scenarios where arbitration cases are settled before the hearing date, the 
signing stands as the official start of the 48-hour window. 

If Monahan was deemed healthy and passed a physical, he would qualify 
for a buyout in the second window. The likelihood of him being healthy 
during this window is remote at best 

3. Which brings us to the obvious. If Monahan is not healthy enough to 
play next season, and unable to pass his physical, he is then eligible for 
LTIR. 

Additions: 

Noel Acciari, F: Hard-nosed depth centreman who battled some injuries 
this past season, but played with a presence in the playoffs for Florida. 
It’s unlikely he will produce much offence, but he is an aggressive player 
who finishes his checks and blocks shots. 

Jakob Pelletier, F: He’s only 5-foot-9 and 165 pounds, but he isn’t shy. 
Pelletier brings an element of offence and his entry-level salary fits. The 
Flames' first round pick from 2019 (26th overall) is coming off a fantastic 
year in Stockton (27G, 35A, 62PTS). 

Connor Mackey, D: He’s entering the last year of his deal ($912,500) and 
Calgary will need to give him a look to see if there is a fit not only for next 
year, but years to come. Mackey had a nice year in Stockton last year as 
well, producing five goals and 36 points. He can be deployed on the 
second PP unit and has developed more push back to his game. 

Juuso Valimaki, D: Is he part of their plans? The only way to find out is to 
give him a chance in the last year of his contract ($1.55 million AAV). The 
Flames' first-round pick from 2017 (16th overall) is a two-way “D” who 
won’t bring the offence that Mackey can potentially provide. 

Waiting On Deck: 

I have built the roster with one extra “D”, but if the Flames elect to go the 
other way and break camp with one extra forward (or potentially neither 
to save a few extra dollars) Adam Ruzicka slides into the roster as an 
extra. 

Goalie Dustin Wolf has a chance to compete for the backup role at 
training camp, but he is best suited in the minors playing games instead 
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of watching in the NHL at 21 years old. His time will come and the 
Flames have time on his entry-level contract to make decisions on Wolf. 
There is no need to rush Wolf to the NHL. 

Elephant in the room: 

The Mangiapane and Tkachuk one-year contracts will lead them to UFA 
status after next season. The team looks like they are in a “window to 
win” and it’s an unfortunate reality of building teams in a salary cap 
league. One year at a time is how I’m looking at the Calgary Flames 
roster heading into 2022-23. 
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TSN.CA / Top prospects make their case to the Canadiens and other 
combine takeaways 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The contenders to go first overall aren't shy about campaigning.  

Shane Wright staked his claim during a recent interview on That's 
Hockey!  

"I deserve to be the first pick," the Kingston Frontenacs centre told host 
Gino Reda. "I deserve to have that honour. I believe that I am the best 
player in this draft and that I should be taken first overall." 

Juraj Slafkovsky, who is the No. 1 ranked European skater on NHL 
Central Scouting's final list, shrugged off that comment.  

"That's what he thinks," the TPS winger said. "I think something else ... At 
the end of our careers, when they check who was the best from the 2022 
draft, I want to be that guy." 

Logan Cooley also didn't hesitate to weigh in.  

"My motor is always going," the U.S. National Development Team centre 
said. "When I'm playing my two-way game, I think I'm at the top of the 
class." 

Cooley, who's heading to the University of Minnesota next season, came 
in No. 2 on the list of North American skaters, behind only Wright.   

"In our mid-season meetings there was a wider spread and then it got a 
lot tighter in the final meeting," revealed Dan Marr, who is the director of 
NHL Central Scouting. "Very fine line. For our group, there was just more 
of a completeness to Shane's overall game ... Cooley does have that 
NHL speed and quickness. Shane might have a slight edge at being able 
to have the quickness to read and react and respond to the play." 

Slafkovsky, who played in Finland's Liiga, may be the prospect most 
prepared to make the jump to the NHL.  

"Slafkovsky is the most physically mature," Marr said of the 6-foot-4, 218-
pound Slovak. "He played against older players. You could see at the 
Olympics and then at the World Championships that he quickly adapts to 
the game and finds out how he can play his game and get things done 
out there." 

Slafkovsky hopes his professional experience will pull him ahead in the 
battle to go first overall.  

"I played men last season," Slafkovsky, the MVP at the Beijing Olympics, 
stressed. "It's a little bit better preparation, in my opinion, to play men." 

Marr noted that these are three different players with different skill sets. 
That was clear in who they listed as their NHL role models. 

Wright wants to emulate the two-way effectiveness of Boston Bruins 
centre Patrice Bergeron. The 5-foot-10 Cooley has grown up studying the 
elusiveness and creativity of Chicago Blackhawks phenom Patrick Kane. 
Slafkovsky sees a comparison between his game and that of Colorado 
Avalanche winger Mikko Rantanen, who is an expert at protecting the 
puck.  

"The first three teams that pick in the draft, they could all get the No. 1 
player on their list," Marr said. "It's that tight and that close. It depends on 
a club's drafting philosophy and what they're looking for." 

The Montreal Canadiens are on the clock.  

Wright: 'You always want to be the first guy chosen; That's always been 
my mindset' 

Since he was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as an under-
ager, Shane Wright has been talked about as a potential first-overall pick. 
With the draft fast approaching, and the NHL draft combine underway, 
Wright spoke to the media about the prospect of going first-overall and 
what that would mean to him. Another top prospect, Juraj Slafkovsky too 
believes he should be the first-overall pick. 

--- 

The Canadiens met with the leading contenders last week and even 
invited Wright and Cooley to dinner.  

"Overall, went really well," Wright said. "I mean, I got a free steak out of 
it, so that's never a bad thing."  

The players realized that everything, even what they ate, could be 
scrutinized.  

"I was about to order the steak but I'm like, 'It's pretty expensive,'" Wright 
said with a grin. "It's like $60 or something. They're like, 'Go ahead.' I 
made sure it was alright." 

Cooley also broke bread with the Arizona Coyotes, who own the third 
overall pick.  

"I don't think you want to go out and order pizza or anything," Cooley 
said. "I heard them order salmon. I'm a guy who got into salmon too, and 
I like it, so I said I should probably go with that." 

Did Slafkovsky feel left out by the Canadiens?  

"I didn't have the dinner, but I think the talk we had, to me, tasted better 
than dinner," he said with a big smile. "They knew everything about me. I 
was, like, sometimes, 'Woah!'" 

Cooley was also encouraged by the deep dive the Canadiens did.  

"I think that's a pretty positive thing that they're so interested and still 
want to know more about me," the 18-year-old from Pittsburgh said.  

On Saturday night, Wright and Slafkovsky flew to New Jersey for a date 
with the Devils, who own the No. 2 pick.  

A lot at 'steak' as Wright, Cooley and Slafkovsky aim to impress Habs 

All the top NHL draft prospects are in Buffalo this week for the combine. 
They've been holding interviews all week and, as Mark Masters reports, 
there's no shortage of confidence among the three top contenders to go 
first overall. 

--- 

Wright has seemed destined to go first overall since receiving 
exceptional status to play in the Ontario Hockey League at age 15. He's 
headlined most mock drafts this year, including the latest one compiled 
by TSN director of scouting Craig Button. But he feels like that 
frontrunner status put a target on his back.  

"Any time you see someone at the top, there's always going to be people 
looking to drag you down," the 6-foot Burlington, Ont., native said. 
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"There's always going to be people looking to nitpick your game, pick out 
those little mistakes rather than focus more on the positives." 

During the combine, Wright fielded questions from NHL teams about why 
his intensity appeared to be lacking at times.  

"With the way I play and the way my game is, I'm not skating 100 per 
cent of the time," he explained. "I'm more methodical with the way I play. 
I'm thinking ahead and reading where the puck is going rather than 
skating into areas … I guess sometimes it can be perceived that I'm not 
competing hard, but I'm reading the play and trying to be ahead of the 
play a little more." 

Wright says critics mistake cerebral approach for lack of intensity 

Shane Wright is a player who has been under the microscope for much 
of his career young career, having earned exceptional status allowing 
him to play in the OHL as an underage player, and effectively being a 
projected first-overall pick from that point on. With that sort of scrutiny, 
Wright has faced criticism for a "lack of intensity" which he addressed at 
the NHL draft combine. 

Marr believes Wright was held to unrealistic expectations at times while 
logging heavy minutes and wearing the 'C' in Kingston.  

"He was getting a lot of scoring chances in the playoffs," Marr said. "He 
was creating a lot of chances. He plays a high-character game … He did 
his part and he's still one of the younger players on the team and we 
have to keep that in mind."  

Wright has taken steps to ensure that the glare from the spotlight doesn't 
burn him.  

"This year I put an emphasis on [doing] things to take my mind off hockey 
and to get away from the pressure and expectations," Wright said.  

He recently started playing the guitar.  

"I can do Fast Car by Tracy Chapman," Wright said. "I can do a couple 
City and Colour songs. I can do Wonderwall pretty well and some country 
songs. I'm looking at a couple of Mumford & Sons songs. They're a pretty 
cool band that I like. They have some difficult songs but would be cool 
ones to learn. 

Wright takes up guitar to take mind off pressure of hockey 

Projected first overall pick Shane Wright explains why he plays the guitar 
and how it helps him get his mind off the pressures of playing hockey. He 
shares the songs he knows, what he wants to learn and how his Dad 
helped him get into it. 

---  

Cutter Gauthier, who is the No. 3 ranked North American skater, believes 
he should be considered as a top-pick candidate.  

"There haven't been many talks with my name in there," the U.S. 
National Development Team winger said. "But I definitely think I could be 
in the conversation, for sure." 

Marr agrees.  

"He could slide in there very easily," Marr said of the top three. "He 
belongs in the conversation. His play during the course of the year was 
very consistent. He's a player that competes with all of his assets. He's 
the complete package with size, speed, smarts. That's one of the ones 
where the position could change from week to week if you were going to 
do the rankings over and over."  

Gauthier, who stands 6-foot-3 and weighs 200 pounds, interviewed with 
16 teams last week. The most common question was about his position.  

"They want to know whether I feel more comfortable at the wing or centre 
and my answer to that is whatever the coach thinks is best to help the 
team win," he said. "I'm extremely versatile. I showed that over the 
course of two years." 

After spending most of the last season on left wing, Gauthier says the 
coaches at Boston College have indicated he'll play in the middle in the 
NCAA next year. 

--- 

There's no consensus on who should be picked first, but the prospects 
did agree on which fitness test was the most challenging. That would be 
the Wingate Cycle Ergometer Test. Here's the description courtesy the 
NHL:  

To start the test, the athlete pedals at a progressively quicker cadence so 
that by the time the designated workload has been reached, he is 
pedalling at his maximal capacity. The athlete pedals at his maximal 
capacity against the designated workload for 30 seconds. 

The athlete must remain firmly seated on the bike throughout the test. 

Revolutions are recorded for each five second period, then power output 
is calculated for both the peak five-second period and the 30 second 
duration. 

What's it feel like?  

"Oh, it was awful," said JyP winger Joakim Kemell, who is the No. 2 
ranked European skater. "I'm just thinking, ‘Soon it's over! Soon it's 
over!’" 

"The first 10, 15 seconds are alright," said Wright. "You're feeling pretty 
good. That last 10 seconds you're really grinding. You're really fighting 
through it, and you got the trainer screaming at you as well. He's 
screaming at you to keep pushing." 

Cooley admitted to feeling lightheaded. 

    Shane Wright doing the dreaded Wingate test at the NHL Scouting 
Combine pic.twitter.com/7gOQtamcHV 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) June 4, 2022 

Gauthier finished first in peak power output (18.3 watts/kg).  

"I did a really good job with that," he said of the Wingate test. "It's a big 
mentality thing over physical and I think I did a really good with it." 

What was his mindset?  

"Just keep pushing. It's only 30 seconds. It feels like an eternity when 
you're going but it's only 30 seconds. If you can push through and give it 
your all it's going to be good at the end of the day." 

Cooley finished tied for second in peak power output (17.8 watts/kg) 
while Kemell was fifth (17.7).  

'It was awful': NHL draft prospects talk dreaded Wingate test 

The Wingate test is most often performed on a stationary bicycle and 
consists of a set time pedalling at maximum speed against a given 
resistance. For most NHL draft prospects it's the most dreaded part of 
the combine, and some of the young NHL hopefuls shared their 
experience after doing it on Saturday. 

--- 

Cooley felt the bench press was his best fitness event.  

What was Wright's top test?  

"My long jump was pretty good," he said. "The vertical jump, as well, was 
pretty good. I think I could have done a couple more pull-ups, but overall, 
pretty good." 

Wright finished with nine pull-ups. Could Slafkovsky beat that?  

"To be honest, no," he said with a grin.  

Fresh off the World Championship, Slafkovsky opted out of the fitness 
testing.  
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"My last game was last Thursday [May 26], so it wouldn't really make 
sense to do them," he said. "I would like to try them, but some other day." 

The NHL released the top 25 finishers in each category. 

    Nine pull-ups for Shane Wright 

    Juraj Slafkovsky, who is fresh off the Worlds so not doing fitness 
testing, asked if he could beat that 

    “Honestly, no,” he says with a smile pic.twitter.com/g5GLI8kUKo 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) June 4, 2022 

--- 

Marco Kasper interviewed with 30 teams last week, with only the Dallas 
Stars and Carolina Hurricanes not speaking with the Rogle centre.  

"There were some funny ones," Kasper said of the questions. "Some 
teams asked if there's a hidden talent like singing. I was like, 'I'm alright 
with geography,' so they asked me what the capital city of Australia is." 

Of course, Kasper knew it was Canberra.  

Which interviews stood out the most?  

"Calgary and Vancouver were some of the teams that were really fun to 
talk to," Kasper said. "Just relaxed in there. Like, not too stiff, not the 
basic questions." 

The Austrian would welcome the chance to play in Canada.  

"In Canada hockey is everything, so for sure, would be special," he said.  

Kasper finished No. 5 on the final list of European skaters, which was up 
from No. 7 in the mid-season rankings.  

"It's my skating and just getting some confidence," he said of his 
improvements. "Just working consistently on the details ... It's tough to 
play against men [in the Swedish Hockey League], but it helped me to 
see how it is to live like a pro."  

Interviews with Flames, Canucks stood out to Austrian prospect Kasper 

Austrian prospect Marco Kasper explained why his interviews with the 
Canucks and Flames stood out among the other teams at the NHL 
combine. 

--- 

Sidney Crosby has had a strong influence on a couple of the top 
prospects.  

The Penguins captain established the Little Penguins Learn to Play 
Program in Pittsburgh to help encourage more participation in the 
community. Cooley was part of the inaugural year in 2008-09.  

"Having the chance to get free equipment and be on the ice with the best 
player in the world is pretty special," Cooley gushed.  

Although Cooley doesn't have the most vivid memories.  

"I was just trying to learn to stand on my skates," he said with a chuckle.  

The way Crosby has carried himself over the years resonates with 
Cooley.  

"Seeing how much fun he has out there teaching kids, helping them out, 
it's pretty special," he said.  

Gauthier, meanwhile, was a Penguins fan growing up and sought to copy 
one of Crosby's origin stories.  

"I saw a video of him, as a young guy, shooting pucks into the dryer," 
Gauthier said. "So, every night and every morning I'm shooting pucks 
into the dryer to model my game after him. There was always a broken 
dryer in the basement and loud noises and bangs early in the morning or 
late at night." 

    Sidney Crosby’s old dryer he used to shoot pucks at as a kid 
pic.twitter.com/Xydxq0rOda 

    — chase (@chase77883771) July 3, 2019 

--- 

Auston Matthews hasn't played for as long as Crosby has, but the 
Toronto Maple Leafs centre has also made a big impression on the next 
generation. 

Like Matthews, Gauthier is from Scottsdale, Ariz.  

"I've had the opportunity to meet him once or twice," Gauthier said. "I 
was 14 or 15 and he was out in Michigan skating with [Leafs player 
development consultant Darryl] Belfry and I was skating right after him. It 
was cool to get dressed with him right before and see how our paths 
aligned whether it was the national program or growing up in the desert 
playing hockey." 

Slafkovsky grew up a continent away, but also feels drawn to Matthews. 
The two-time Rocket Richard Trophy winner is his favourite player to 
watch.  

"He's just good all over the ice, even in the D-zone," observed 
Slafkovsky. "He's good everywhere and he can score a lot of goals." 

Top prospect Slafkovsky on Leafs' Matthews: 'My favourite player in the 
NHL' 

Juraj Slafkovský has been drawing some comparisons to Maple Leafs 
sniper Auston Matthews and it just so happens that prospects favourite 
player in the NHL right now is the "Rocket" Richard Trophy winner. 

--- 

Like Kasper, geography also came up when NHL teams interviewed 
Conor Geekie, who hails from tiny Strathclair, Man.  

"The reaction when I told them the population of my town, most of them 
got a good chuckle about that," the Winnipeg Ice forward said. "I think 
there's 137 just in the town ... I'm trying to put my place on the map. My 
motivation for it is endless."  

Geekie grew up just three blocks away from the local arena.   

"I was lucky enough to have a key," he said. "My dad [Craig] was part of 
the board and took care of some of the rink and flooded the ice whenever 
he could ... It wasn't the nicest rink, don't get me wrong. There's probably 
some cattle in there right now." 

But the easy access and limited population had its perks.  

"That almost made me better," Geekie said. "The creativity of just going 
out there with [brothers] Morgan and Noah and playing shinny with my 
buddies."  

Older brother Morgan now plays for the Seattle Kraken.  

Marr calls Geekie's skating "a work in progress" but also has faith the 6-
foot-3, 196 pounder can improve that over time.  

"His skating is not a liability," Marr insisted. "It doesn't stop him from 
going out and playing his game and getting the job done." 

"Not being the fastest skater, I've really trusted my IQ and vision to make 
sure I'm in the right spot," Geekie said. "My ability to see lanes is second 
to none." 

Geekie, who lists Edmonton Oiler Leon Draisaitl as his NHL role model, 
is No. 5 on the list of North American skaters.  

"He's the one guy in that group [of top prospects] that has the potential to 
develop into that power winger because he's got the size,” Marr said. “He 
still has a long way to fill out with his strength, but he's got that compete 
game, that net-front game. He's good one-on-one down low. He's just got 
that battle game that comes with the size. All he needs right now is the 
strength. And, if you’ve met him, he certainly has the confidence."  
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--- 

The most awkward interview of the combine may have come when the 
Canadiens had a conversation with Jack Hughes. His father, Kent 
Hughes, is the general manager.  

"It definitely added a little bit of nerves having my dad in the room," Jack 
said with a smile. "He didn't ask any questions, which is nice. I think he 
would've known what to ask that I wouldn't have been able to answer 
well."  

The elder Hughes tried to leave the room before the interview with his 
son but Martin Lapointe, the team's director of player personnel and 
amateur scouting, told him to stay.  

"They actually asked me if I wanted him to stay or not," the Northeastern 
University centre revealed. "I said, 'Probably not,' and they said it wasn't 
up to me and he was staying." 

There were no words shared between the family members during the 
interview, although their relationship did pop up from time to time.  

"It was definitely serious," Jack said of the interview. "There were a 
couple jokes in there about my dad when they asked about my family 
and hockey growing up. So, whenever he was in an answer they made a 
joke, but for the most part it was serious." 

Jack, who is No. 26 on the final list of North American skaters, admitted 
he'd be "pretty shocked" if the Canadiens picked him.  

"I don't know if that's something that my dad wants to do," he said. "I 
don't think he necessarily wants to put all that pressure on me if he 
doesn't have to. He's told me that's something he wants to avoid as best 
he can. But if he thinks, and the staff thinks, I'm the best player available 
then maybe he might have to take me at some point."  

Jack Hughes admits he had some nerves interviewing in front of his Dad 
with Montreal 

Canadiens GM Kent Hughes' son Jack is at this year's NHL Combine, 
Jack joined reporters to discuss his nerves during his Combine interview 
with Montreal and why he would've preferred to have his Dad not in the 
room, but ultimately the decision didn't come down to him. 
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TSN.CA / How the Avs are dominating the Oilers 

 

Travis Yost 

 

With a win Saturday night at Rogers Place, the Colorado Avalanche took 
a commanding 3-0 series lead over the Edmonton Oilers. For Jay 
Woodcroft’s team, it’s kitchen sink time. 

Can the Oilers claw their way back into this series? You never say never 
in the NHL – after all, it’s one of the few North American sports leagues 
that has seen playoff comebacks from three-game deficits. But this is a 
unique challenge for Woodcroft’s team. If not because of how 
magnificent the Avalanche look top to bottom, then because of what’s 
happening within the Oilers’ lineup. 

If we do a premortem on where it’s went wrong for the Oilers over the 
first three games, three statistical indicators stand out. In no particular 
order: 

1. The Avalanche are dominating the Oilers at even strength. 

2. The relative dominance of Connor McDavid has declined. 

3. Mike Smith’s play has sharply regressed. 

There are surely other factors (the Oilers are dealing with some injuries, 
and the penalty differential has been favourable to the Avalanche) at 
play. But for the sake of this piece, let’s focus on the three broader 
components. 

Avalanche domination at even strength  

We knew going into the series the Oilers would be undermanned – this is 
still a relatively top-heavy lineup against perhaps the deepest team in the 
league, and their path to success was another supernova performance 
from their star forwards. Beneath the surface, Oilers skaters have mostly 
had their clocks cleaned. 

Colorado is obviously a unique opponent. Against Los Angeles, 
Edmonton had a surefire talent advantage and it showed. Against 
Calgary, the Oilers’ defence did a robust job keeping the Flames to the 
outside despite bigger shot deficits, and the tempo of their transition 
game was too much for Calgary to handle. 

We’re seeing the same shot deficits against Colorado, but plenty of those 
shots are coming from dangerous areas, and Edmonton’s defensive and 
goaltending combinations are offering little resistance (numbers are 
score adjusted to deal with score effects): 

You can see the rate at which Colorado’s offence is in front of more 
meaningful attacking sequences, both on a volume basis and quality 
basis. If we look at each skater’s rate expected-goals (blind to 
goaltending performance – more on that in a moment) over the first three 
games of the series, you see a stack of Avalanche skaters at the top of 
the leaderboard. Notably, it’s Colorado’s middle-six forwards doing a lot 
of the damage here. 

Injuries to Andre Burakovsky and, more recently, Nazem Kadri (now out 
long-term due to injury) will force head coach Jared Bednar to continue 
blendering his lines, but the Avalanche forwards are very versatile and 
the majority can move up and down the lineup without missing a beat. 
They play very up-tempo, and against a blueline that is as turnover-
friendly as the Oilers are right now, that’s like pouring gasoline over a 
fire. 

So, problem number one: you aren’t winning the territorial battle. 

The relative dominance of Connor McDavid has waned 

In the above chart, McDavid has been the deadliest attacker for the 
Oilers by a considerable margin. That’s not a surprise. And he’s still the 
best player on the ice in this series, again by a considerable margin. But 
his relative dominance – measured by what we are seeing versus 
Colorado as opposed to what we saw against Calgary and Los Angeles – 
has declined. 

This is notable, because the Oilers are so reliant on McDavid’s line 
creating a big margin of error for the rest of the lineup. Remember 
Edmonton’s first-round series against Los Angeles? Without the big 
McDavid margins, the Oilers likely lose.  

Here are McDavid’s numbers through the first three games of the series. 
For context, McDavid saw most of his road minutes against the Cale 
Makar pairing and the Nathan MacKinnon line. In Game 3, Woodcroft 
managed to get McDavid out more against Colorado’s middle-six 
forwards, and away from MacKinnon. 

The Makar pairing and Colorado’s top three lines have done as good a 
job as you could have against a player like McDavid. And Colorado’s 
lineup versatility allows them to throw rotations of bodies at the McDavid 
problem – a luxury few other teams around the league have. 

During Game 1, I thought Colorado was taken aback by the sheer speed 
of the Oilers’ top-six forwards, and more specifically the McDavid line. If 
you watched Games 2 and 3, you saw a much more concerted effort to 
put a box around McDavid, especially as he transitioned through the 
neutral zone or tried to enter the offensive third. 

The effort has not only reduced the efficacy of the McDavid line 
offensively, but it has also allowed the Avalanche to pin the McDavid line 
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into the defensive zone. That’s something Los Angeles and Calgary were 
unable to do. 

Mike Smith’s play has sharply regressed 

This is a longstanding concern. Smith is 40 years old, and his play has, 
unsurprisingly, moved to the downside as he’s aged. He was terrific in 
the opening round, and so-so against Calgary. The Oilers, at a talent 
disadvantage, either needed to dominate the shot clock against Colorado 
(very unlikely) or win the goaltending battle (more plausible). 

Not only have they been sizably outchanced, but the goaltending has 
also been heinous. Anytime you combine those two factors, winning a 
hockey game gets extraordinary difficult. But like McDavid, on relative 
terms, it’s been ugly. Just look how disappointing the performance has 
been here even relative to average expectations: 

Some of this is not Smith’s fault. Players like Darnell Nurse and Duncan 
Keith have been turnover machines and seemingly can’t deal with 
Colorado’s pace; it’s opened the flood gates for the Avalanche offence to 
work its way inside, and more importantly, get Smith moving post to post. 

But Smith hasn’t been able to erase much. 

Too much time in the defensive zone, McDavid’s line cooling off just a 
touch, and goaltending capitulation in a matter of three games. 
Woodcroft’s team needs at least one, perhaps two of these components 
to turn around in Game 4. 

If not, Edmonton is going to be heading into a very frustrating off-season. 
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USA TODAY / Colorado Avalanche sweep Edmonton Oilers to reach 
Stanley Cup Final for first time since 2001 

 

MIKE BREHM  | USA TODAY 

 

The Colorado Avalanche reached the Stanley Cup Final for the first time 
since their 2001 championship on Monday, shredding their reputation of 
a highly talented team that disappointed in the playoffs. 

They staged a furious third-period comeback and won in overtime on a 
goal by trade deadline acquisition Artturi Lehkonen to sweep the 
Edmonton Oilers with a 6-5 victory in Game 4. Lehkonen, then with 
Montreal, also got the Canadiens into the Final last season with an 
overtime goal. 

The Avalanche will face the winner of the Tampa Bay Lightning-New 
York Rangers series. The Rangers lead the best-of-seven Eastern 
Conference final 2-1 with Game 4 on Tuesday (8 p.m. ET, ESPN) in 
Tampa. 

Colorado overcame deficits of 3-1 and 4-2 on goals by Devon Toews, 
Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen to go ahead 
before Zack Kassian forced overtime. Cale Makar, who scored in the first 
period, had four assists, including on Lehkonen's winner. 

Artturi Lehkonen. 

In Overtime. 

For a trip to the #StanleyCup Final. 

Two Years In A Row.#NHLStats: https://t.co/QRIRdhbUnm 
https://t.co/GXi1nu8LMV 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) June 7, 2022 

Though the Avalanche stars dominated in regulation of Game 4, it was 
moves made at the trade deadline that helped turn Colorado into 
Western Conference champions. 

General manager Joe Sakic, the captain of the 2001 team, acquired 
defenseman Josh Manson to add grit on the blue line and brought in 
forwards Lehkonen, Nico Sturm and Andrew Cogliano to aid the penalty 
killing. 

Lehkonen had two assists to go with his winner. Cogliano had a key 
block Monday night but appeared to hurt his hand on the play.  

The newcomers joined stars MacKinnon, Makar, Landeskog and 
Rantanen to form a powerhouse that needed 14 games to get past the 
Nashville Predators, St. Louis Blues and Oilers. 

And the depth helped them survive key injuries. Defenseman Sam Girard 
was hurt in the second round and No. 2 center Nazem Kadri missed 
Game 4 after being shoved into the boards in Game 3, which cost Oilers 
forward a one-game suspension. 

TSN reported that Kadri had thumb surgery and his status for the Cup 
Final is uncertain. 

"Naz has been one of our best players all season, clutch guy," 
MacKinnon told TNT. "Hoping he's doing well and we'll get him back next 
series." 

Rangers hopeful two forwards can play in Game 4 

The Rangers came out of Sunday's 3-2 loss in Game 3 with their center 
depth ailing, but head coach Gerard Gallant is hopeful that neither 
Barclay Goodrow nor Ryan Strome will miss any time. 

Strome's lower-body injury came on his first shift of the second period, as 
he was lightly shoved from behind by Lightning forward Ondrej Palat and 
appeared to awkwardly plant on his right leg. He came out for one more 
36-second shift, but could not continue beyond that. 

"He should be fine," Gallant said following Monday's optional practice at 
Amalie Arena. "We'll see (Tuesday). ... But we fully expect him to play." 

Goodrow was hurt during the third period when he blocked a shot from 
Victor Hedman. 

Despite the obvious pain, the 29-year-old went to the locker room and 
was back on the ice for his next shift just 2:23 later. 

"It hurt a little bit, but Barclay's a competitor," Gallant said. "He comes 
back and plays. That's what he does." 

Jets' Kyle Connor wins Lady Byng Trophy 

Winnipeg Jets forward Kyle Connor has won the Lady Byng Trophy, 
given to the NHL’s most gentlemanly player. 

The league announced the honor Monday night before Game 4 of the 
Western Conference final. 

Connor tied for the second-fewest number of minor penalties during the 
regular season. He was penalized just twice in more than 1,700 minutes 
of ice time that included regular short-handed shifts and matchups 
against top offensive opponents. 

It’s his first time winning the Lady Byng. Last year’s winner, Carolina 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, was second in voting by the Professional 
Hockey Writer Association. Minnesota captain Jared Spurgeon was third. 
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