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Do the Hurricanes re-sign Trocheck or Niederreiter? UFA AAV over-unders? Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian 

Barenaked Ladies voice: Yiiiiiit’s been … 

OK, sorry, this is serious. It’s been one week and one day 
since the Hurricanes lost to the Rangers in Game 7 of the 
second round. The team thought it was destined for 
something more, and the disappointment was palpable. 
There are many, many questions that need to be answered 
this summer, and The Athletic’s subscribers raised many of 
them in our latest call for mail. Is this the ceiling for this team 
in its current state? What does the front office need to 
address in the offseason? What do other teams have that the 
Canes are missing? 

Let’s get into it. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for length and 
clarity.) 

Sara, you ask us for our vibe after key games. What is the 
vibe from Rod Brind’Amour, Don Waddell, Eric Tulsky and 
the assistant coaches? Do they feel confident that they can 
fix what seemed to be pretty glaring problems by the end? 
How has Tampa reacted to New York, and what can the 
Canes learn from that? And did Rangoon grow a good 
playoff beard? I saw some long whiskers in the last picture. 
— Brandon W. 

All great questions. 

1. “It’s disappointing to not continue to play, but the season 
certainly wasn’t a disappointment,” Brind’Amour said at the 
team’s end-of-the-season availability. “I don’t know if any 
team can say they played harder than we did. I thought we 
did all we could, came up a little short, a bounce here or 
there we’d still be playing. That’s the disappointing part of it.” 

I think we all know at this point that this isn’t an issue of 
effort. Waddell hinted after Brind’Amour said that, that they 
were going to take the summer to address what they need to 
on top of the effort to make a true Stanley Cup run. I asked 
Waddell if anything specific stands out to him. 

“We’re going to have lots of meetings in the books coming up 
here to talk about the team,” he said. “Obviously we have to 
deal with a lot of free agents, we have a lot of work to be 
done there. As far as the absolute needs right now, it’s too 
early to discuss those.” 

In the postgame after the Canes were eliminated, 
Brind’Amour questioned if the team has an elite goal scorer. I 
think we were all expecting more out of Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov this postseason, and they said on the 
record they were both 100 percent healthy. 

The Hurricanes aren’t exactly swimming in cap space, 
hovering around $20 million with 10 total free agents to sign 
or let walk, per CapFriendly. They need to figure out if there’s 
someone on the free-agent market worth signing instead of 

re-signing a Nino Niederreiter or a Vincent Trocheck (or 
both), or they need to have faith that Aho and Svechnikov 
will take these next steps soon. 

We sometimes forget Aho is only 24 and Svechnikov is only 
22. They haven’t reached or are just reaching their collective 
prime. But you don’t get golden opportunities every season. 

It’s all a lot to think about. 

At the end of the day, the Canes don’t have much cap space 
and there’s only so much they can do. I wonder how much 
the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet has handcuffed them. I 
think it has a decent chance to age well, but we will only 
know in retrospect. 

2. The Canes can learn to simply have an elite power play. 
Haha. 

All the cliches about needing either a great power play or a 
great goalie in the playoffs are clearly true if you’re watching 
the conference finals. This is the only way the Lightning are 
standing a chance against Igor Shesterkin. Does it mean, 
again, adding someone the Canes might not be able to add, 
or changing up the scheme entirely? I plan on doing a film 
room-type story to take an in-depth look at the Canes’ 
power-play system, but I think the Umbrella might have to 
go. Mix in a cross-ice pass. 

3. Rangoon’s whiskers are looking sharper than ever these 
days, the rumors are true. Who knew whiskers fall off and 
grow back? She is now a unit and she is enjoying her new 
outdoor privileges. 

Do you think the Canes’ inability to finish high-danger 
chances for stretches during the season, especially during 
the playoffs, suggests a gap in the team’s analytics? It 
seems like this problem has followed the Canes just as much 
as goaltending woes in the last few seasons. — Sean B. 

No, I think analytics are reflective of players and those 
players’ performances, and the Canes’ goal scorers either 
need to take that next step or need to outsource for another 
goal-scorer or two. 

I also think it’s hard to win in the playoffs and you’ve got the 
best teams in the league playing their hardest against you. 

Analytics can help evaluate player performance. Not really 
the other way around. It can’t be the only tool in the toolbox. 

What UFAs forwards do you think the Canes could target 
since we need an “elite goal scorer”? Is there such a player 
out there who could fit underneath the cap? Does this kind of 
unicorn exist? — Leah L. 

This is the question of the Hurricanes’ offseason. As Waddell 
mentioned, it’s so hard to project what the Canes will/can 
feasibly do with their 10 unsigned free agents. They might 
trade Martin Necas and/or Ethan Bear, but let’s assume they 
sign all RFAs, including those two and Tony DeAngelo and 
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Steven Lorentz, who I think they’ll sign and keep. I don’t want 
to harp too much on exact contracts yet, but let’s assume 
Necas is around $5 million, as is DeAngelo, then Bear is 
around $2 to 3 million and Lorentz is around $1 million. 

That’s already most of your cap space and you haven’t even 
thought about Niederreiter or Trocheck, plus you still have to 
sign a defenseman (maybe call up Jalen Chatfield), and 
there are depth issues in the lineup. 

The more you think about it, not only will the Canes likely 
have to let one of Niederreiter or Trocheck walk, but they 
probably still won’t be able to make some big signing even 
after that. If I were a Canes fan, I would pray someone will 
take a hometown discount, but looking at their ages and the 
great seasons they had, it seems unlikely. 

Assuming the Canes’ front office can’t re-sign both, which 
would be harder to replace: Niederreiter or Trocheck? — 
Matthew B. 

Usually I have a gut feeling when it comes to these things, 
but this is one of the hardest either/ors in recent memory. 
Both of them have been absolutely imperative to depth 
scoring on this team, and you saw that when they were 
injured two playoff runs ago. Either one is going to leave a 
hole that’s hard to fill. Even though centers are generally 
harder to replace and Trocheck ended the season with 
seven more points (but three fewer goals) than Niederreiter, 
there are several centers literally waiting in the wings the 
Canes could gamble on to shift into the role. 

Meanwhile, they need more wingers with the finishing touch 
that Niederreiter has — and he had it on a checking line, no 
less. 

I think either one is a huge loss, but given the context, 
Niederreiter might be harder to replace because of the 
Canes’ center depth. 

We only won the Metro, had the third-best record in the NHL 
and made it to Game 7 of the second round of the Eastern 
playoffs with our first-string goalie nowhere to be seen, our 
backup goalie being worked to death and our backup backup 
goalie having almost no NHL experience at all. Why is the 
fan base ready to tie a lead weight to the team and dump 
them over the side of the boat? — Ren B. 

I know you’re joking, but I think the reasons you listed are 
exactly why. It felt like this team might’ve been able to do 
something special and now it was a missed opportunity. That 
can sting more than getting crushed. 

Sara, I listen actively for your voice during any and all Canes 
pressers. You have a succinct way of asking questions that 
stands out among your peers. Who/what has influenced your 
interview style, and what’s your process for prepping 
questions? — Mason B. 

Mason, this is such a compliment. Thank you. My favorite 
college professor always said it’s not your job to make the 
person you’re interviewing think you’re smart — it’s your job 
to get an answer that explains something from their point of 
view, even if you already know it. We all mess up or ask an 
off question here and there. We’re human and it can get 
tedious and repetitive trying to come up with questions every 
day. But I always try to think about what I am actually curious 

about and what the fans have been buzzing about and ask 
directly instead of proving to the interviewee what I already 
know or that I am already smart. Sometimes it’s better to 
have them actually think you’re an idiot so you get a great 
explanation. 

Let’s play free-agent AAV over/under (signing with any 
team): 
RFA DeAngelo o/u $5.0M 
UFA Niederreiter o/u $5.5M 
UFA Trocheck o/u $6.6M 
UFA Max Domi o/u $3.2M 
UFA Ian Cole o/u $2.9M 
RFA Necas o/u $5.0M 
— Jason K. 

Ugh, this is hard. DeAngelo seems right on the money, but 
given the circumstances, I’ll go slightly under. Niederreiter 
slightly over. Trocheck slightly under. Domi under. Cole 
under. Necas feels right on the money had he broken out, 
but after his season I’ll go slightly under. 

I’m not trying to shortchange anyone, but I feel like so many 
teams around the league are strapped for cash and cap 
space right now. 

Do you foresee a calmer offseason than last year or another 
offseason full of “wow I didn’t see that coming” moves that 
keep you on your toes at all times? Not sure which I would 
prefer at the moment. — Ray S. 

Well, we can take an offer sheet off the table. Then the 
Canes have their goalie tandem signed through next season, 
so that also takes a huge chunk of the “didn’t see that 
coming” factor out of the equation. This will not be a “wow, I 
didn’t see that coming” type of offseason in a huge-splash 
sense, but maybe there are a few shrewd moves up 
management’s sleeve that you won’t see coming. 

If you, the great Sara Civian, were in charge on contracts/re-
signings, what are your priorities as to which players you 
resign? — Jessica D. 

Lol, y’all pump my tires too much. 

As I said at the time, if I were in charge, I wouldn’t have done 
the Kotkaniemi offer sheet. Now, I wouldn’t be handcuffed to 
that contract and I could maybe sign both Trocheck and 
Niederreiter, or see what’s out there on the free-agent 
market. 

But if I were given the reins today, I would see how low 
DeAngelo was willing to go and re-sign him to keep the 
defense intact, because the Canes are in trouble without a 
strong first pairing and now holes in the third. I would trade 
Necas because this situation isn’t fair to him and I don’t think 
he’s going to reach full potential in Carolina, and you could 
possibly get a goal scorer out of that. 

I’d try my hardest for both Niederreiter and Trocheck, but 
Trocheck will warrant a bigger payday and there are more 
options for the Canes down the middle, so I’d have to go with 
Nino. 

As for Bear, it’s a shame he never bounced back after 
COVID-19, and it was hard to hear him talk about his 
struggles and how he didn’t know if he had Long COVID. I 
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would get him all the support needed to figure that out. 
Considering he’s an RFA and wants more of an opportunity, I 
wonder if a sign-and-trade with a potential salary dump is on 
the table. 

You’ve been around the team for a few years now. How do 
you feel about your time covering it? From a reporter’s 
perspective, what was it like watching the Hurricanes 
transition from a non-playoff team (that regularly 
disappointed) to a team with such high expectations? — 
Dylan T. 

All in all, it has been a very cool experience — especially 
watching guys like Svechnikov and Aho grow up a little and 
show more of their personalities to us. Maybe it had 
something to do with the fact that we were in a pre-pandemic 

world, but that Cinderella, happy-go-lucky, Bunch of Jerks 
chip on the shoulder is definitely gone. 

I see it the most in Brind’Amour. You can tell the 
expectations really weigh on him. We all know how 
hardworking and competitive he is, and there’s only so much 
he can do short of jumping on the ice himself and making 
something happen. It felt like he especially wanted to do that 
a few times this postseason. 

I love that he called for an elite goal-scorer after Game 7. It 
has felt like he sort of tricked us all into thinking this is a 
super-elite team because he has them all working so hard. I 
don’t mean that as a knock on the team, and I see the skill 
shining through, but it’s a testament to hard work, and this 
group deserves a little treat from the management if 
possible.
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Burnside: A Reflection On The Season That Was & Looking Toward The Future 

Comparisons to a divisional foe, what went wrong and 
providing an assessment each positional group 

By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC. - Before we start to unpack this most 
maddening of Carolina Hurricanes seasons and all the many 
emotions fans endured from an epic start to the season on 
through the gut-wrenching 6-2 loss to the New York Rangers 
in Game 7 of the second round, we'll start here. 

Not long after the Washington Capitals were once again 
vanquished by the Pittsburgh Penguins in the second round 
of the 2017 Stanley Cup Playoffs, my pal Pierre LeBrun and I 
were in Buffalo for the draft combine and we happened on 
Washington GM Brian MacLellan. 

The three of us sat, had a beer and shot the breeze about all 
kinds of hockey stuff. But what sticks out even now was that 
even though his team had been eliminated some weeks 
before, time had done little to blunt the disappointment of 
that playoff loss for MacLellan. 

The Caps had been knocking on the door for a number of 
years at that point. They had been built seemingly for the 
playoffs. They seemed on every level ready to take that next 
step. And it turned out not to be the case. MacLellan seemed 
to me to be equal parts disconsolate and puzzled. 

How could this have happened and more to the point, what 
now? 

I thought of that chance meeting in Buffalo and MacLellan's 
feelings of despair after watching the Hurricanes slowly leave 
the PNC Arena ice after being dispatched by the Rangers. It 
was the team's first home-ice loss of the playoffs. They had 
been outscored 11-4 after taking a 3-2 series lead. 

This will sting. As it should.  

How long it will sting, well, that's the million-dollar question, 
no? 

One year after we ran into MacLellan in Buffalo he was riding 
the Stanley Cup wave after the Caps knocked off Vegas in 
Game 5 of the final in Vegas in June of '18. It was the mother 
of all Stanley Cup celebrations. 

MacLellan couldn't have known that was going to happen in 
that downtown lobby bar in Buffalo, and in fact, he might 
have wondered just the opposite. But it did happen. 

No doubt Carolina GM Don Waddell, the entire hockey ops 
staff, head coach Rod Brind'Amour, and his coaching staff 
will be feeling pretty discouraged as they try and decipher 
what transpired through two rounds of playoff hockey that in 
many ways bore little resemblance to the manner in which 
the team played during the regular season. 

The Hurricanes went from being a team that for long 
stretches of time during the regular season was arguably the 
best team in hockey, to a team in the playoffs that never 
quite found that level of play at least on a consistent enough 
level. It is a testament to how well this team is built that in 
spite of failing to address issues with too many penalties, the 
absence of starting netminder Frederik Andersen out with an 
MCL tear, a catatonic power play, and difficulty in finding 
timely scoring the Hurricanes were one win from the final 
four. One win. 

That should help keep things in perspective for Waddell and 
Brind'Amour as they consider the next steps. And the truth of 
the matter is that process is already underway. 

Change is not only inevitable, but it is also necessary, 
especially when you're a team with the expectations this 
team has for success. But it's the nature of those changes 
that will provide the real challenge for Waddell and the 
hockey ops department and Brind'Amour and his coaching 
staff. 

MacLellan spent the 2017 off-season delicately pruning the 
Caps roster tree. 

The core of the Caps returned from the disappointing 2017 
playoff run: Alex Ovechkin, Nicklas Backstrom, John 
Carlson, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Braden Holtby (although he 
would lose his starting job during the 2017-18 season), Tom 
Wilson and Lars Eller. But there were significant changes 
that helped pave the way to that first-ever Washington 
Stanley Cup. Not just significant, but difficult changes. 

Former Carolina captain Justin Williams returned to Raleigh 
for that 2017-18 season after two seasons as a Cap. Kevin 
Shattenkirk, acquired at the '17 deadline from St. Louis, 
signed with the New York Rangers. Long-time Washington 
defender Karl Alzner signed in Montreal. Marcus Johansson, 
another long-time member of the franchise, was in New 
Jersey. 

In their place Michal Kempny played a significant role after 
being acquired at the '18 deadline, partnering with John 
Carlson on the team's top defensive pairing. Devante Smith-
Pelley came on board and played an important depth forward 
role. 

But in the end it was the veteran core of that Caps team, the 
players who had been through the hellfire of losing to 
Pittsburgh almost annually while the Penguins won Cups in 
2009, 2016 and 2017, that pushed the team over the line. 

Are there lessons to be learned from that experience by the 
Hurricanes? 

There are lessons that can and should be learned from every 
playoff experience. For us the critical element is the balance 
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that will be required in putting the 2022-23 Hurricanes roster 
together. 

Waddell and Brind'Amour met with the media on Thursday. 
The GM promised there were lots of meetings planned for 
the coming days and weeks. 

The team's brain trust will have to distance itself from the 
disappointment of blowing a 2-0 series lead against the 
Rangers, scoring just 13 times, and balance the issue of 
which pieces of this roster can the team live without and 
what pieces have a strong potential for growth rising out of 
disappointment like this playoff season represents? 

Specifically, the team needs to establish which players can 
continue to grow within the strong, positive identity 
established by this team and which players have struggled to 
do so and may not be expected to thrive moving forward. 

Of course these potentially difficult decisions are all 
juxtaposed against salary cap and future contract needs. 

Owner Tom Dundon is committed to spend to the cap as this 
team remains in the 'anything is possible' phase, having 
qualified for four straight playoff tournaments. 

But no one should confuse being a cap team with spending 
foolishly. The good teams spend but they spend wisely. 

There is also the fact the Hurricanes are generally regarded 
as one of the top drafting and developing clubs in the NHL, 
regularly landing in the top end of prospect lists from around 
the hockey world. 

So, what does that mean moving forward? 

The blue line remains a position of strength for a Carolina 
team that won a William Jennings Trophy for allowing the 
fewest goals in a season and that's not going to change, 
even with veterans Ian Cole and Brendan Smith both, 33, 
both pending unrestricted free agents. 

It's hard to imagine both returning. 

Ethan Bear didn't play a playoff game and never really found 
his footing after a bout with COVID-19. Bear is 24 and is 
arbitration eligible. The question would seem to be whether 
the coaching staff believes with work he fits into the top six 
next season and whether Bear feels he can be part of the 
mix? 

Difficult to answer, especially with the play of Jalen Chatfield 
when he was called up from Chicago and other young 
defensemen in the system. 

The biggest defensive issue rests with Tony DeAngelo, also 
a restricted free agent with arbitration rights. The 26-year-old 
is to be due a big raise after signing a one-year deal with the 
Hurricanes for $1 million - delivering impressively on the 
offensive side of the puck and displaying better than 
imagined defense. 

Waddell said he hopes the two sides find common ground on 
dollar and term, especially with one year left before 
DeAngelo hits unrestricted free agency. If not DeAngelo the 
question becomes where do you find a player who can move 
the puck and create as much as he did on the power play, 
highlighted during the regular season and against Boston in 
the first round? Even though DeAngelo struggled against his 

old Ranger teammates that question how to effectively 
replace that offense and at what cost looms large, given the 
general power outage the Hurricanes suffered during the 
playoffs. 

Slightly complicating the defensive picture is the news 
delivered by Waddell Thursday that erstwhile defenseman 
Jake Gardiner has been medically cleared to play after 
missing the entire season with back and hip injuries. He has 
one year left on his deal at $4.05 million and a limited no 
trade clause. 

Although well-liked in the room it's hard to imagine that 
Gardiner fits into the team's plans for next season. 

The forward group looks to see the most significant change 
which is perhaps inevitable. 

Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi, Vincent Trocheck and Derek 
Stepan are all unrestricted free agents. It would not be a 
huge surprise to see all of those players depart. Steve 
Lorentz and Martin Necas are restricted free agents. 

Brind'Amour said Thursday he hopes Trocheck, the team's 
number two center, will be back although he did add that he 
hopes all the players will be back and that's not going to 
happen. 

If Trocheck departs the Canes could look to either Necas or 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to grow into the number two pivot role 
behind Sebastian Aho, but with the Cup as the goal that 
seems to leave too much to chance for a pivotal roster spot, 
especially if the team has some money to spend on free 
agency. 

Niederreiter scored three goals in the first two games of the 
playoffs and then tallied just once the final 12 games 
following a trend where playoff production has been an issue 
for the 29-year-old although he, captain Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast were the one constant among the forward group 
this season. 

After the stunning success of rookie Seth Jarvis, who made 
the team out of training camp and then continued to evolve 
and grow and was arguably the team's best player 
throughout the playoffs before being concussed by a Jacob 
Trouba hit in Game 7, it's tempting to look for a Jarvis Redux 
next fall. 

Center Jack Drury, 22, has NHL tools and is an important 
part of one of the best teams in the American Hockey 
League in Chicago. 

Defensemen Joey Keane, 22, who earned a one-game call-
up this season, and Jesper Sellgren, 23, are also highly 
regarded by the Hurricanes. 

Perhaps there will be a young player among the Hurricanes' 
impressive larder of prospects that simply plays his way into 
the discussion at training camp, a la Jarvis. 

If it happens that is a bonus. But it's important to remember 
this is a young Canes team already and it's fair to ask 
whether some of this year's playoff disappointment is a 
function of simply learning the hard lessons of being not just 
a good team but a great team, a Stanley Cup team. 
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The Rangers, chock-a-block with star talent in their early 
20s, added a handful of older, more experienced players 
starting last off-season and continuing through the '22 trade 
deadline. Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Justin Braun, Barclay 
Goodrow, Ryan Reaves and Frank Vatrano, all helped 
balance the roster dynamic. It's hard to argue the results of 
that roster balance as the Rangers as of this writing were two 
wins away from a Stanley Cup final berth. 

Aho, Necas, Kotkaniemi, Jarvis and Andrei Svechnikov are 
all under the age of 25. All will be expected to shoulder an 
even greater load moving forward. That's how it's supposed 
to work. Draft or acquire young talent and develop it. 

But how that young offensive core is augmented with either 
re-signing pending UFAs or signing others from the UFA 
market or acquiring players via trade will be one of the 
storylines of the summer. 

Necas, like Bear and DeAngelo, is a restricted free agent. 
This was a difficult season for the 12th overall pick in 2017 
and he admitted Thursday that this season marked a step 
back for him in terms of his development. It was. 

If he stays with the Hurricanes this next season will be a 
critical one for Necas. And while there may be consideration 
given to trying to move the young forward the danger, of 
course, is that the return given his struggles will be modest 
and to have Necas go somewhere else and then realize his 
rather significant potential would be problematic. 

Brind'Amour admitted it's on he and the coaching staff to get 
the most out of the talented youngster although when it 
comes to playing center which Necas would prefer, that will 
require Necas shows a commitment on his part, too, to 
improving and earning what is an important position in the 
Hurricanes' scheme. 

As for the goaltending, one might have imagined that having 
won a Jennings Trophy the goaltending would be the least of 
the Hurricanes' woes and it yet might be, but things certainly 
didn't go as planned at the most critical position in the most 
critical parts of the season. 

Andersen last appeared on April 16 against Colorado when 
he suffered what was announced post-playoffs as an MCL 
tear. He reported that he was close to returning to action but 
the fact still remains this is two playoff seasons in a row 
when Andersen has been physically unable to play in the 
playoffs. 

Antti Raanta did yeoman work for the Hurricanes in relief of 
Andersen, taking on a workload that the affable Finn had 
never experienced before. Like the rest of the team he was 
light's out at home and less light's out on the road. 

Raanta was injured in Game 7 with the Hurricanes trailing 
and was replaced by rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. Raanta said 
Thursday it was an MCL sprain, not unlike the injury suffered 
by Andersen and will take six to eight weeks to get back to 
normal. 

Both Raanta and Andersen have one year left on their 
current deals at a combined cap hit of $6.5 million, which is 
cap heaven. Andersen has a modified no-trade clause but 
even if there was consideration given to making a change in 
goal the pool of available goaltenders is shallow and there 
are a number of teams looking to shore up that position. 

Kochetkov was a terrific story coming to North America mid-
season from the Kontinental Hockey League and then 
tearing it up at the American Hockey Level and winning his 
first three NHL games late in the regular season. 

But surely another year at the AHL level would not hurt the 
22-year-old. 

So, even if there is renewed trepidation about the durability 
of Raanta and Andersen, it's hard to imagine that it won't be 
the Jennings duo back to take another run at it in 2022-23. 
And how many NHL teams wouldn't mind that setup? 

Funny how it goes, no? 

Brind'Amour noted that a couple of bounces go a different 
way the Hurricanes are still playing. And these meetings and 
conversations are for another day. 

That's the beauty and the curse of sport. And so already the 
team and their fans are putting this season in the rear view 
mirror and facing forward, already wondering at what lies 
ahead. 

Raanta put it best, perhaps, that there's a feeling in the 
Hurricanes room that it would be great if there wasn't a 
summer off-season, that they were about to get right back at 
it and commence again the journey for the big prize. 

Have to believe many fans share that sentiment.

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3352949/2022/06/07/hurricanes-trocheck-niederreiter-mailbag/ 
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Sara Civian 
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Barenaked Ladies voice: Yiiiiiit’s been … 

OK, sorry, this is serious. It’s been one week and one day since the 
Hurricanes lost to the Rangers in Game 7 of the second round. The team 
thought it was destined for something more, and the disappointment was 
palpable. There are many, many questions that need to be answered this 
summer, and The Athletic’s subscribers raised many of them in our latest 
call for mail. Is this the ceiling for this team in its current state? What 
does the front office need to address in the offseason? What do other 
teams have that the Canes are missing? 

Let’s get into it. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for length and clarity.) 

Sara, you ask us for our vibe after key games. What is the vibe from Rod 
Brind’Amour, Don Waddell, Eric Tulsky and the assistant coaches? Do 
they feel confident that they can fix what seemed to be pretty glaring 
problems by the end? How has Tampa reacted to New York, and what 
can the Canes learn from that? And did Rangoon grow a good playoff 
beard? I saw some long whiskers in the last picture. — Brandon W. 

All great questions. 

1. “It’s disappointing to not continue to play, but the season certainly 
wasn’t a disappointment,” Brind’Amour said at the team’s end-of-the-
season availability. “I don’t know if any team can say they played harder 
than we did. I thought we did all we could, came up a little short, a 
bounce here or there we’d still be playing. That’s the disappointing part of 
it.” 

I think we all know at this point that this isn’t an issue of effort. Waddell 
hinted after Brind’Amour said that, that they were going to take the 
summer to address what they need to on top of the effort to make a true 
Stanley Cup run. I asked Waddell if anything specific stands out to him. 

“We’re going to have lots of meetings in the books coming up here to talk 
about the team,” he said. “Obviously we have to deal with a lot of free 
agents, we have a lot of work to be done there. As far as the absolute 
needs right now, it’s too early to discuss those.” 

In the postgame after the Canes were eliminated, Brind’Amour 
questioned if the team has an elite goal scorer. I think we were all 
expecting more out of Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov this 
postseason, and they said on the record they were both 100 percent 
healthy. 

The Hurricanes aren’t exactly swimming in cap space, hovering around 
$20 million with 10 total free agents to sign or let walk, per CapFriendly. 
They need to figure out if there’s someone on the free-agent market 
worth signing instead of re-signing a Nino Niederreiter or a Vincent 
Trocheck (or both), or they need to have faith that Aho and Svechnikov 
will take these next steps soon. 

We sometimes forget Aho is only 24 and Svechnikov is only 22. They 
haven’t reached or are just reaching their collective prime. But you don’t 
get golden opportunities every season. 

It’s all a lot to think about. 

At the end of the day, the Canes don’t have much cap space and there’s 
only so much they can do. I wonder how much the Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
offer sheet has handcuffed them. I think it has a decent chance to age 
well, but we will only know in retrospect. 

2. The Canes can learn to simply have an elite power play. Haha. 

All the cliches about needing either a great power play or a great goalie 
in the playoffs are clearly true if you’re watching the conference finals. 
This is the only way the Lightning are standing a chance against Igor 
Shesterkin. Does it mean, again, adding someone the Canes might not 
be able to add, or changing up the scheme entirely? I plan on doing a 
film room-type story to take an in-depth look at the Canes’ power-play 
system, but I think the Umbrella might have to go. Mix in a cross-ice 
pass. 

3. Rangoon’s whiskers are looking sharper than ever these days, the 
rumors are true. Who knew whiskers fall off and grow back? She is now 
a unit and she is enjoying her new outdoor privileges. 

Do you think the Canes’ inability to finish high-danger chances for 
stretches during the season, especially during the playoffs, suggests a 
gap in the team’s analytics? It seems like this problem has followed the 
Canes just as much as goaltending woes in the last few seasons. — 
Sean B. 

No, I think analytics are reflective of players and those players’ 
performances, and the Canes’ goal scorers either need to take that next 
step or need to outsource for another goal-scorer or two. 

I also think it’s hard to win in the playoffs and you’ve got the best teams 
in the league playing their hardest against you. 

Analytics can help evaluate player performance. Not really the other way 
around. It can’t be the only tool in the toolbox. 

What UFAs forwards do you think the Canes could target since we need 
an “elite goal scorer”? Is there such a player out there who could fit 
underneath the cap? Does this kind of unicorn exist? — Leah L. 

This is the question of the Hurricanes’ offseason. As Waddell mentioned, 
it’s so hard to project what the Canes will/can feasibly do with their 10 
unsigned free agents. They might trade Martin Necas and/or Ethan Bear, 
but let’s assume they sign all RFAs, including those two and Tony 
DeAngelo and Steven Lorentz, who I think they’ll sign and keep. I don’t 
want to harp too much on exact contracts yet, but let’s assume Necas is 
around $5 million, as is DeAngelo, then Bear is around $2 to 3 million 
and Lorentz is around $1 million. 
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That’s already most of your cap space and you haven’t even thought 
about Niederreiter or Trocheck, plus you still have to sign a defenseman 
(maybe call up Jalen Chatfield), and there are depth issues in the lineup. 

The more you think about it, not only will the Canes likely have to let one 
of Niederreiter or Trocheck walk, but they probably still won’t be able to 
make some big signing even after that. If I were a Canes fan, I would 
pray someone will take a hometown discount, but looking at their ages 
and the great seasons they had, it seems unlikely. 

Assuming the Canes’ front office can’t re-sign both, which would be 
harder to replace: Niederreiter or Trocheck? — Matthew B. 

Usually I have a gut feeling when it comes to these things, but this is one 
of the hardest either/ors in recent memory. Both of them have been 
absolutely imperative to depth scoring on this team, and you saw that 
when they were injured two playoff runs ago. Either one is going to leave 
a hole that’s hard to fill. Even though centers are generally harder to 
replace and Trocheck ended the season with seven more points (but 
three fewer goals) than Niederreiter, there are several centers literally 
waiting in the wings the Canes could gamble on to shift into the role. 

Meanwhile, they need more wingers with the finishing touch that 
Niederreiter has — and he had it on a checking line, no less. 

I think either one is a huge loss, but given the context, Niederreiter might 
be harder to replace because of the Canes’ center depth. 

We only won the Metro, had the third-best record in the NHL and made it 
to Game 7 of the second round of the Eastern playoffs with our first-string 
goalie nowhere to be seen, our backup goalie being worked to death and 
our backup backup goalie having almost no NHL experience at all. Why 
is the fan base ready to tie a lead weight to the team and dump them 
over the side of the boat? — Ren B. 

I know you’re joking, but I think the reasons you listed are exactly why. It 
felt like this team might’ve been able to do something special and now it 
was a missed opportunity. That can sting more than getting crushed. 

Sara, I listen actively for your voice during any and all Canes pressers. 
You have a succinct way of asking questions that stands out among your 
peers. Who/what has influenced your interview style, and what’s your 
process for prepping questions? — Mason B. 

Mason, this is such a compliment. Thank you. My favorite college 
professor always said it’s not your job to make the person you’re 
interviewing think you’re smart — it’s your job to get an answer that 
explains something from their point of view, even if you already know it. 
We all mess up or ask an off question here and there. We’re human and 
it can get tedious and repetitive trying to come up with questions every 
day. But I always try to think about what I am actually curious about and 
what the fans have been buzzing about and ask directly instead of 
proving to the interviewee what I already know or that I am already smart. 
Sometimes it’s better to have them actually think you’re an idiot so you 
get a great explanation. 

Ugh, this is hard. DeAngelo seems right on the money, but given the 
circumstances, I’ll go slightly under. Niederreiter slightly over. Trocheck 
slightly under. Domi under. Cole under. Necas feels right on the money 
had he broken out, but after his season I’ll go slightly under. 

I’m not trying to shortchange anyone, but I feel like so many teams 
around the league are strapped for cash and cap space right now. 

Do you foresee a calmer offseason than last year or another offseason 
full of “wow I didn’t see that coming” moves that keep you on your toes at 
all times? Not sure which I would prefer at the moment. — Ray S. 

Well, we can take an offer sheet off the table. Then the Canes have their 
goalie tandem signed through next season, so that also takes a huge 
chunk of the “didn’t see that coming” factor out of the equation. This will 
not be a “wow, I didn’t see that coming” type of offseason in a huge-
splash sense, but maybe there are a few shrewd moves up 
management’s sleeve that you won’t see coming. 

If you, the great Sara Civian, were in charge on contracts/re-signings, 
what are your priorities as to which players you resign? — Jessica D. 

Lol, y’all pump my tires too much. 

As I said at the time, if I were in charge, I wouldn’t have done the 
Kotkaniemi offer sheet. Now, I wouldn’t be handcuffed to that contract 
and I could maybe sign both Trocheck and Niederreiter, or see what’s out 
there on the free-agent market. 

But if I were given the reins today, I would see how low DeAngelo was 
willing to go and re-sign him to keep the defense intact, because the 
Canes are in trouble without a strong first pairing and now holes in the 
third. I would trade Necas because this situation isn’t fair to him and I 
don’t think he’s going to reach full potential in Carolina, and you could 
possibly get a goal scorer out of that. 

I’d try my hardest for both Niederreiter and Trocheck, but Trocheck will 
warrant a bigger payday and there are more options for the Canes down 
the middle, so I’d have to go with Nino. 

As for Bear, it’s a shame he never bounced back after COVID-19, and it 
was hard to hear him talk about his struggles and how he didn’t know if 
he had Long COVID. I would get him all the support needed to figure that 
out. Considering he’s an RFA and wants more of an opportunity, I 
wonder if a sign-and-trade with a potential salary dump is on the table. 

You’ve been around the team for a few years now. How do you feel 
about your time covering it? From a reporter’s perspective, what was it 
like watching the Hurricanes transition from a non-playoff team (that 
regularly disappointed) to a team with such high expectations? — Dylan 
T. 

All in all, it has been a very cool experience — especially watching guys 
like Svechnikov and Aho grow up a little and show more of their 
personalities to us. Maybe it had something to do with the fact that we 
were in a pre-pandemic world, but that Cinderella, happy-go-lucky, 
Bunch of Jerks chip on the shoulder is definitely gone. 

I see it the most in Brind’Amour. You can tell the expectations really 
weigh on him. We all know how hardworking and competitive he is, and 
there’s only so much he can do short of jumping on the ice himself and 
making something happen. It felt like he especially wanted to do that a 
few times this postseason. 

I love that he called for an elite goal-scorer after Game 7. It has felt like 
he sort of tricked us all into thinking this is a super-elite team because he 
has them all working so hard. I don’t mean that as a knock on the team, 
and I see the skill shining through, but it’s a testament to hard work, and 
this group deserves a little treat from the management if possible. 
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This was an interesting season for local NHL broadcasts and it was the 
final one for some notable names that have been the voices of franchises 
for decades. 

It also led to some major shakeups in our annual broadcast survey for 
hockey fans, and more than 5,000 of you shared your opinions on your 
favorite team’s broadcast and others around the league. This edition of 
the survey also marks the first time fans were able to judge the 
broadcasts based on a full 82-game regular season. 
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The end result is this list, which ranks the local broadcasts from 32 to 1 
(hello, Seattle), and follows up the project from 2020 and 2021. 

For our methodology, we asked fans to rank their favorite team’s 
broadcast on a scale from 1 to 5 and as many other broadcasts as they 
would like on the same scale. 

We then averaged out those results for local and national scores, and 
teams were assigned a national and local rank, which was averaged out 
for our composite score. This was far from scientific, and some teams 
had higher representation than others, but in the end, it provides a 
snapshot of how fans across the league view and rate those calling the 
games. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

The broadcast: Bally Sports carries Coyotes games with Matt McConnell 
on play-by-play and Tyson Nash doing color. 

Local ranking: 31 

National: 31 

Last season: 28 

The results: Frankly, it was surprising that the Boston Bruins didn’t end 
up in this spot, and we expected the Jack Edwards national discourse to 
once again drag the NESN broadcast to the bottom. 

But the timing of our survey, combined with Nash’s recent unflattering 
comments about Anaheim Ducks forward Trevor Zegras created a 
perfect storm that tanked the Arizona broadcast in the local and national 
rankings. 

“Generally pretty fun, but they have such an old school hockey mindset 
that gets really annoying,” one Coyotes fan wrote. 

Others were much, much more direct in their anger and criticism of Nash. 
One respondent noted that Nash and Edwards should do a game 
together when the Bruins and Coyotes play next season so their 
respective partners could get a break. 

Others pointed to the dark, almost blue, hue of the broadcast as 
distracting and noted their hope that it would improve when the Coyotes 
move to their new arena on Arizona State’s campus next season. 

The bottom line: Notoriety isn’t good for a broadcast, and the Coyotes 
crew that already had some detractors picked up some more negative 
reviews because of recent statements on the air. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

The broadcast: Bally Sports carries Ducks games with John Ahlers on 
play-by-play and Brian Hayward on color. 

Local ranking: 32 

National: 28 

Last season: 25 

The results: The Ducks broadcast was the only one where national 
results had a higher average score than within the local market. National 
respondents gave the Ducks broadcast an average score of 2.86, still 
low, while Ducks fans rated the broadcast a 2.45 on average. 

Many Ducks fans and national respondents looked at Hayward’s 
commentary as the reason for assigning a lower grade. 

“Hayward is incredibly biased although he has improved a lot in recent 
years,” one Anaheim fan wrote. “I would rather hear objective analysis 
than having him pumping the tires of our players whether they are doing 
well or not.” 

“Too much discussion of heart and grit, way too much,” another wrote. 

This was another common theme. While the Ducks had one of the NHL’s 
most exciting stories and players this season in Zegras, the lack of 
enthusiasm around him from the broadcast booth was notable for 
viewers. 

The bottom line: For a struggling team on the ice, the broadcast isn’t 
doing it any favors to bring in new viewers. 

30. Boston Bruins 

The broadcast: New England Sports Network (NESN) carries Bruins 
games with Jack Edwards doing play-by-play and Andy Brickley doing 
color. 

Local ranking: 23 

National: 32 

Last season: 31 

The results: We expected the Bruins to finish last in this ranking since 
that’s where they’ve landed in prior years, but Boston actually moved up 
two spots thanks to support from local viewers, while the Ducks and 
Coyotes were tanked by their respective home fanbases. 

The Bruins broadcast is historically the most notorious one in the league. 
Edwards is an attention-grabbing play-by-play voice who sprinkles in his 
opinions more than most in his role. 

As we’ve written in past years, it’s hard to truly judge the Bruins 
broadcast because of its reputation. One respondent filled out their ballot 
stating, “I don’t know how to pick the best, but I know the Bruins are the 
worst.” 

There really isn’t a middle ground on the Bruins broadcast or Edwards’ 
approach. You either hate it, or you are a Bruins fan who loves it. 

The bottom line: As surprising as it was that the Bruins didn’t finish last, 
it’ll be interesting to see what happens next season we do this exercise 
again. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Ohio carries Blue Jackets games, with Jeff 
Rimer on play-by-play and Jody Shelley doing color. 

Local ranking: 28 

National: 26 

Last season: 29 

The results: Rimer’s career is well-respected by Blue Jackets fans but 
the barrage of comments about his play-by-play work slipping as he gets 
older was overwhelming. 

“He’s a legend, the only play-by-play guy in franchise history, but his calls 
have continued to slip each season,” said a Columbus fan. 
“Misidentifying players, exaggerating plays, missing key game action, 
and slow calls during fast moments have become common on 
broadcasts. He rarely has massive failures in his calls, but after 20+ 
years, his style has gotten a little grating as opposed to endearing.” 

Some fans also complained that the production quality in terms of audio 
and sync hasn’t been as consistent since the Bally rebrand last year. 

Shelley is a bright spot in the color position, drawing rave reviews for the 
work he does when he’s between the benches, but that alone can’t save 
this broadcast. 

The bottom line: Columbus’ play-by-play call is one of the most poorly 
rated in the league, something that strong color commentary can’t save. 

28. Colorado Avalanche 

The broadcast: Altitude carries Avalanche games with Marc Moser on 
play-by-play and Peter McNab on color. 

Local ranking: 24 

National: 29 

Last season: 23 

The results: The Avalanche broadcast lays it on strong, Moser in 
particular, and that energy can be divisive. It was hard to find someone 
with a neutral opinion of the Colorado broadcast. 

“Moser is fantastic, his energy infectious. McNab is a pro’s pro, great 
insight. Keefe and Rycroft in the studio make pregames worth watching,” 
an Avalanche fan wrote. 
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“They think their broadcast is silly slapstick zaniness but it’s mostly 
incredibly annoying and transparently team PR narratives,” another Avs 
fan said. 

Another thing that frustrates Colorado fans, which was reflected in these 
results, is how games have been hard to find locally because of carriage 
disputes involving Altitude, which is also owned by Avalanche (and 
Denver Nuggets) owner Stan Kroenke. 

Outside of Colorado, where it’s easier to watch the Avs regional 
broadcast on ESPN+, the product takes a hit. National fans tend to view 
it as the second Avalanche fan we quoted above — too zany and 
unkempt, and trying too hard to be over the top. 

The bottom line: It’s an acquired taste of a broadcast. You either find it 
fun or annoying. 

27. Pittsburgh Penguins 

The broadcast: AT&T SportsNet carries Penguins games, with Steve 
Mears doing play-by-play and Bob Errey doing color. 

Local ranking: 22 

National: 30 

Last season: 26 

The results: Pittsburgh’s broadcast has consistently ranked near the 
bottom of the league and this year’s no different. There weren’t any 
particular issues with play-by-play voice Steve Mears, who was 
described by local fans with words like “fine” and “decent.” Penguins fans 
said he’s solid with his commentary but a bit bland and lacking sufficient 
energy for big moments. 

“I feel like the addition of Steve Mears in the last few years has been 
good, but the broadcast is still on the homer side (even for a local 
broadcast) and they’re pretty slow to include any metrics I’ve seen from 
other local broadcasts (shots, TOI),” said one Penguins fan. 

The homer complaints were routinely directed toward Errey, the color 
man. 

“He gets a bit amped up at certain points and speaks more so as a fan 
than a commentator,” wrote another Pens fan. “Passion is certainly 
welcome, but it has to be based on solid analysis. Being excited while 
keeping a level head and correctly analyzing the play is the difference 
between a broadcaster and a fan who lets their favoritism cloud their 
judgment when speaking on what happens on the ice.” 

The bottom line: Solid but dull play-by-play is received fine, but the color 
commentary lacks insight and even Penguins fans can’t overlook the 
homerism. 

26. Nashville Predators 

The broadcast: Bally Sports South carries Predators games, with Willy 
Daunic on play-by-play and Chris Mason doing color. 

Local ranking: 25 

National ranking: 25 

Last season: 30 

The results: The Predators broadcast improved in our rankings this year 
to a more expected range after being ranked 21st two years ago. Part of 
that is the fact Bally Sports broadcasts weren’t as blasted this season by 
respondents because of things outside of the broadcaster’s control. Fans 
had previously complained in the survey about the availability of Bally 
Sports, for instance. 

The Predators broadcast, to its credit, doesn’t hide what it is. It’s a pro-
Nashville approach in a non-traditional hockey market. Mason has no 
issue waving the flag for the Predators, which many respondents pointed 
to when filling out their rating. 

“Every penalty isn’t a penalty against the Preds, all goals against are bad 
bounces,” one Predators fan wrote. “I’d like those to be critically broken 
down a bit more, but when Predators are winning or score, it’s a fun 
broadcast.” 

“Even if he makes me cringe sometimes, I still find I learn something from 
Mason on goaltending,” wrote another. 

There is still a push from some Predators fans to bring Pete Weber back 
from radio to TV, but overall Daunic has started to win more support in 
the market. 

The bottom line: Mason and Daunic have good chemistry and know what 
they are doing, it’s just a question of whether you like the approach or 
not. 

25 . Toronto Maple Leafs 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Leafs games with Chris Cuthbert doing 
play-by-play and Craig Simpson doing color. TSN is the secondary Leafs 
carrier with Gord Miller doing play-by-play and Ray Ferraro doing color. 

Local ranking: 29 

National: 21 

Last season: 22 

The results: The Maple Leafs broadcast is hard to get a full read on 
sometimes because the rights are split between Sportsnet and TSN, and 
Leafs games, according to fans, often have the feel of a national game 
rather than local. And there is often some distaste for the amount of 
attention the Leafs get by other Canadian markets, which can help skew 
ratings in this exercise. 

“It depends on which broadcast has the game,” one Maple Leafs fan 
wrote. “If it’s Sportsnet it’s a 1, if it’s TSN it’s a 5.” 

“TSN is a 4, Sportsnet is a 2,” another wrote. “Average it out to a 3.” 

This was common. Leafs fans, in general, seemed to prefer the TSN 
broadcast, noting the Sportsnet broadcast felt too national at times and 
TSN at least gave a more local feel to the broadcast. 

Either way, most complaints about the broadcast in Toronto come from 
the approach by analysts or studio shows, with the play-by-play providing 
a solid foundation no matter the network. 

“With Chris Cuthbert doing every game on Sportsnet and Gord Miller 
doing every game on TSN, Leafs fans are spoiled with the talent in the 
booth,” one Leafs fan wrote. 

The bottom line: Because of split rights and perceived bias one way or 
the other, Leafs fans have a complicated relationship with the broadcast 
of their favorite team. 

24. Carolina Hurricanes 

The broadcast: Bally Sports South carries Hurricanes games, with Mike 
Maniscalco on play-by-play and Tripp Tracy on color commentary. 

Local ranking: 30 

National: 17 

Last season: 13 

The results: Carolina’s broadcast was once the gold standard, ranking 
No.1 in the league two years ago. It slipped out of the top-10 last year, 
though, and has tumbled all the way to 24th this time around. The 
precipitous decline boils down to one reason: The departure of beloved 
play-by-play caller John Forslund. 

“I’m probably one of many Canes fans to say this exact thing but losing 
John Forslund instantly turned Carolina from one of the best to one of the 
worst broadcasts,” said one Carolina fan. “I’m not trying to be mean, but 
Mike Maniscalco just straight up doesn’t have the voice to be calling NHL 
games professionally. 

“When the team scores the call should be exhilarating but Maniscalco 
doesn’t have the voice to make it exciting. As a result, even though the 
team has been great, I’ve watched a lot less the past two years than I did 
before.” 

The bottom line: Letting Forslund go was a mistake. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 
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The broadcast: NBC Sports Chicago carries Blackhawks games with Pat 
Foley handling play-by-play and Eddie Olzcyk handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 15 

National: 27 

Last season: 5 

Results: It was a weird season for the Blackhawks broadcast. Foley was 
in his final season but only did a partial schedule so it was a rotating cast 
of characters in the play-by-play chair including Mike Moncao, Stephen 
Nelson, Chris Voster, and John Wiedman. 

As far as Foley goes, many in Chicago were sad to see him go and were 
nostalgic about his career calling games in Chicago. 

“Ever since Doc (Emrick) retired, there’s nobody better in the league than 
Pat Foley. Hawks broadcasts won’t be the same after he calls his last 
game,” one Chicago fan wrote. “I grew up listening to Pat call home 
games on the radio because management wouldn’t broadcast home 
games on television. I’m going to miss his laugh, his insight, and 
definitely his banter with Edzo. I only wish he would’ve been able to call 
more games in his final season.” 

“Farewell to the Legend Pat Foley. He will be missed.” 

He clearly was missed already this season when he wasn’t on the 
broadcast. 

“Loved Pat Foley but this year the parade of auditioning broadcasters 
decreased the quality significantly.” 

“The season-long rotation of ‘auditioning broadcasters’ was a disaster.” 

The bottom line: Foley is going to be a tough act to follow in Chicago as 
the broadcast looks for some new long-term stability with its next play-by-
play hire. That role has gone to Chris Vosters, who the Blackhawks 
announced as Foley’s replacement in April. 

22. Calgary Flames 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Flames games, with Rick Ball on play-
by-play and Kelly Hrudey and Cassie Campbell-Pascall rotating on color. 

Local ranking: 26 

National: 16 

Last season: 24 

The results: Flames broadcasts have consistently ranked in the bottom 
third of the league without falling all the way to the basement — they’ve 
ranked between 22nd and 25th in three consecutive years. There is 
potential, starting with Ball’s clean, unbiased delivery as the play-by-play 
voice and Ryan Leslie directing traffic as the host. The praise for both 
was practically universal. 

“I’d put both of them near the top of the NHL at their respective 
positions,” wrote one Flames fan. 

Most fans rated Hrudey as a quality color partner for Ball too, noting that 
the two have developed nice chemistry. 

The vast majority of negative ratings cited Campbell-Pascall’s shifts on 
color, noting that the role doesn’t suit her strengths. 

“I believe that she does a decent job when she is an analyst between 
periods on Hockey Night in Canada,” responded a Flames fan. “She is 
very knowledgeable, but she simply is not cut out for being a color 
commentator.” 

Complaints around Campbell-Pascall centered around the notion that her 
commentary gets repetitive and that she leans too often on crutch 
phrases. 

Eric Francis, a regular intermission panelist, remains a polarizing figure 
as well, but there was significantly less criticism about him compared to 
last year — perhaps that’s a reason why Calgary’s broadcast moved up a 
couple of spots this year. 

The bottom line: Excellent play-by-play call and a popular in-game host 
gives this broadcast potential, but a couple of polarizing figures bring 
them down. 

T-20. Winnipeg Jets 

The broadcast: TSN carries Jets games with Dennis Beyak doing play-
by-play and Kevin Sawyer doing color. 

Local ranking: 27 

National: 14 

Last season: 12 

The results: Like past years, the Jets broadcast continues to get high 
praise outside of Winnipeg but mixed reviews within its own market. 
Beyak, who just retired after 11 seasons calling the Jets, was widely 
considered the strength of the broadcast for both local and national fans. 

“Winnipeg is lucky to have someone as high quality as Denis Beyak call 
its games,” one Jets fan wrote. 

Beyak’s successor will have big shoes to fill, while his departure will also 
put more of a spotlight on Sawyer, who was harshly scored by most 
respondents. 

“Kevin Sawyer insults Jets fans every game by trying to tell us what we 
are seeing on the screen with our own eyes is a good play. We are 
Winnipeg hockey fans, we aren’t stupid.” one fan wrote. 

The bottom line: There will be a change in the booth next season, but not 
the change that fans in Winnipeg were looking for. 

T-20. New Jersey Devils 

The broadcast: MSG Plus carries Devils broadcasts, with Steve 
Cangialosi handling play-by-play and Ken Daneyko on color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 17 

National: 24 

Last season: 19 

The results: MSG’s Devils broadcast has ranked 19th or 20th every year 
we’ve done this exercise — it’s a staple in the mushy middle. Cangialosi 
stepped down from his post at the end of the season, so the Devils have 
a tall task ahead in replacing the well-regarded broadcaster. 

“Cangy is one of the most underrated play-by-play guys in the league — 
he probably doesn’t get as much recognition just because of the Devils’ 
market and state of the team,” said one fan. “But he’s always engaged 
and keeping things exciting, and especially compared to the crusty old-
timers you get in other markets, he’s a refreshing listen. Replacing Doc 
was always going to be a tall order, but he’s done very respectable 
work.” 

After stepping away from from the booth, @CangyManMSG shares an 
open letter. 

Daneyko’s a team legend but feedback on him was mixed, with some 
fans complaining the analysis is outdated, too old school, and lacking in 
insight beyond what viewers already see in the footage. 

Intermission analyst Bryce Salvador continued being highlighted by fans 
for his very detailed and informative breakdowns. 

The bottom line: Well-liked play-by-play call and insightful intermission 
work from Salvador, but the color commentary is dated and dry in the 
eyes of some viewers. 

19. San Jose Sharks 

The broadcast: NBC Sports California carries Sharks games, with Randy 
Hahn on play-by-play, Bret Hedican primarily doing color and Drew 
Remenda occasionally filling in for color. 

Local ranking: 18 

National: 22 
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Last season: 10 

The results: Once regarded as one of the best productions in hockey, the 
NBC Sharks broadcast has seen a significant decline in these rankings. 
San Jose’s broadcast fell from 6th to 10th last year and has now tumbled 
all the way to 19th. In the past, Sharks fans praised the broadcast for 
catering to local fans and yet not drifting too far into homer territory. This 
year, the scale tipped too far for many viewers. 

“Some of it may be ownership imposed, but the Sharks broadcast is 
painfully biased to the point where I willingly watch the other team’s 
broadcast frequently,” said a Sharks fan. “Every minor infraction against 
a teal skater is an egregious missed call per Bret Hedican. The 
intermission discussions are stale and the constant defense of the 
overpaid veterans is exhausting.” 

Hahn remains a nostalgic, popular voice and was the saving grace in the 
eyes of many fans for his more balanced approach. 

“I would consider Randy Hahn a bright spot. He has a strong cadence 
and is widely associated with Sharks hockey for good reason,” continued 
the Sharks fan. “He’s been there for the highs of the franchise (as well as 
the early, early low days) and you can visibly tell he has a realistic 
perspective of the current on-ice product. I also appreciate his willingness 
to compliment and appreciate the opposition when it’s deserved.” 

The bottom line: Hahn is still popular but the color commentary is 
criticized for being too homerish with takes that don’t resonate with local 
fans. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers 

The broadcast: NBC Sports Philadelphia carries Flyers games, with Jim 
Jackson handling play-by-play and Keith Jones serving as the primary 
analyst. 

Local ranking: 14 

National: 23 

Last season: 20 

The results: NBC’s Flyers broadcast has routinely ranked middle of the 
pack in these rankings and the same is true this year. Philadelphia’s 
always gotten more love locally than it has nationally and for Flyers fans, 
this is still an above-average product. 

“Jim Jackson and Keith Jones have a great dynamic relationship in the 
booth,” read one response. “When things are going great for the Flyers 
they obviously have great commentary, but when things are bleak like 
this season they know how to balance the broadcast with humor, insight 
on the young players being called up, and even insight on opposing 
teams. They have no issues acknowledging opposing teams’ strengths 
and pointing out the Flyers’ issues. They’ve been our broadcast team for 
a long, long time and it’s still top tier broadcasting.” 

Host Taryn Hatcher was also widely praised both locally and nationally: 
“Super smart, knows the players + the team well, and never hosts an 
awkward show or interview.” 

The bottom line: NBC’s Flyers broadcast is still rated quite well locally. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Oilers games, with Jack Michaels doing 
play-by-play and Louie DeBrusk doing color. 

Local ranking: 19 

National: 15 

Last season: 16 

The results: Michaels’ arrival as the new voice of the Oilers last year 
singlehandedly catapulted a broadcast that used to rank near the bottom 
to around league average. Sportsnet’s Oilers broadcast leaped 10 spots 
last year, which was the second-largest year-over-year improvement 
across the league. Edmonton’s standing has held steady this year, which 
is impressive considering how challenging it can be for new TV play-by-
play voices to become as familiar and popular as their predecessors. 

“The addition of Jack Michaels to the Sportsnet broadcast team has been 
one of the greatest moves made by the network in some time,” said one 
Oilers fan. “Jack is arguably one of the most entertaining and 
professional play-by-play announcers in the league, and he and Louie 
keep the game interesting and fun even when there might not be a lot 
going on.” 

Michaels’ boisterous, energetic style definitely isn’t everybody’s cup of 
tea — some find his commentary style over the top — but he has far 
more supporters than detractors. Fans like DeBrusk’s chemistry with him 
too. 

What holds this broadcast back from the top of the league are numerous 
complaints about a lack of compelling analysis in both the color 
commentary and intermission panels, which lean too often on platitudes 
and old-school hockey cliches. 

The bottom line: Michaels’ passionate play-by-play calling is a hit and 
fans like his chemistry with DeBrusk but the broadcast lacks informative, 
modern analysis. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

The broadcast: Bally Sports West carries Kings games, with Alex Faust 
on play-by-play and Jim Fox doing color. 

Local ranking: 13 

National: 18 

Last season: 11 

The results: Speaking of relatively new play-by-play voices, Faust 
continued to garner strong reviews from fans both locally and nationally. 
Faust had massive shoes to fill in 2017 when legend Bob Miller retired. 
The bar was set extremely high, and replacing a fan favorite can be a 
nearly impossible endeavor, but Faust’s slick, clean delivery earned 
plenty of recognition. 

“Faust with the Kings is one of the best young pxp out there. ESPN 
should get him. (He’d) instantly make them better behind the mic,” said a 
MinnesotaWild fan, one of many out-of-market viewers to suggest he 
deserves consideration for national calls. 

Fox is equally popular, especially among Kings fans. He’s one of the rare 
color commentators that’s been praised for his ability to add genuine 
insight to replays. 

“Fox blends astute analysis with quick-witted humor and is the true star 
of the show,” read one ballot from L.A. 

Bally’s studio/intermission work received mixed reviews and caused 
some fans to dock points. 

The bottom line: Professional, insightful commentary duo could be 
bolstered with upgraded studio analysis. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights 

The broadcast: AT&T SportsNet Rocky Mountain carries Golden Knights 
games, with Dave Goucher on play-by-play and Shane Hnidy doing 
color. 

Local ranking: 11 

National: 19 

Last season: 2 

The results: AT&T’s Golden Knights coverage was an instant hit and 
ranked second-best in the league last year but slipped to No.15 this time 
around, the second-largest year-over-year decline of all broadcasts. The 
local ratings are still very strong, but Vegas’ broadcast fell from being 
ranked third in the league by out-of-market fans all the way down to 19th. 

When you sort through the national ballots, however, there was actually 
very little negative feedback. In fact, there are still tons of out-of-market 
hockey fans who gave shoutouts to Goucher and Hnidy for their 
unbiased and insightful commentary. The lower out-of-market ratings, 
which are responsible for the substantial drop in the overall rankings, 
often appeared irrelevant to the broadcast itself. One Western 
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Conference fan rated Vegas’ broadcast a 1 for the sole reason that they 
disliked Golden Knights fans. 

The vast, vast majority of ballots with thoughtful, substantial answers had 
tons of appreciation for this broadcast. 

In other words, don’t let the ratings fool you — this is still a top-class TV 
production. Everything from the play-by-play call, to the color 
commentary to Darren Millard’s studio work, continued to receive high 
compliments. 

The bottom line: Excellent all-around broadcast with lower out-of-market 
ratings that look more like noise rather than signal. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

The broadcast: Bally Sports North carries Wild games, with Anthony 
LaPanta on play-by-play. Lou Nanne, Wes Walz, Gigi Marvin, and Ryan 
Carter rotate on color. 

Local ranking: 21 

National: 8 

Last season: 27 

The results: The Wild went from a bottom-tier broadcast in the prior two 
editions of this exercise (29th in 2020 and 27th in 2021) to a top-15 
ranking in 2022. 

LaPanta took some body shots from Wild fans in the past but seems to 
have turned a corner with the fan base embracing his call a bit more. 

“Very good play-by-play by LaPanta. Don’t agree with his unrelenting 
positive outlook even when unwarranted, but his play-by-play is top tier,” 
one Wild fan wrote. 

The rotating color commentators tend to have split opinions. Many, 
particularly those in the market find it a bit confusing and lacking 
chemistry. Others have accepted it as their norm and actually used that 
as a reason to give LaPanta more praise. 

Overall the Wild broadcast gets marks for finding the fine line between 
being critical and being homers, according to respondents. 

The bottom line: This is a broadcast that is growing and gaining more 
shine, but needs to figure out a more solid analyst schedule to move up 
and out of the middle of the pack. 

13. Montreal Canadiens 

The broadcast: TSN carries Canadiens games with Bryan Mudryk and 
Dan Robertson rotating play-by-play, and Mike Johnson, Dave Poulin 
and Craig Button rotating on color. 

Local ranking: 16 

National: 12 

Last season: 14 

The results: Yes, we heard the overarching response that many fans in 
Montreal watch the game in French and on RDS. We also heard the call 
for having that included in future rankings. We will think about that, loop 
in our Montreal writers, and try to find a better fit to represent that in the 
next edition of this survey. 

Whichever language you prefer, the Canadiens broadcast performs well 
locally and nationally, according to our respondents. 

These comments summed it up pretty well. 

“Pierre Houde and Marc Denis are great,” one Canadiens fan wrote. “If I 
watch in English, Bryan Mudryk and Dave Poulin do a very good job as 
well.” 

“I feel spoiled as a fan for having either Houde-Denis on RDS or Mudryk-
Johnson on TSN2,” another said. “You feel their absence when national 
broadcasts have Habs games.” 

“TSN crew is A1. RDS / Pierre Houde is by far the best team in the NHL. 
Every aspiring broadcaster should listen to Houde call a game, even if 

they don’t understand French but to understand ‘moments’ which Pierre 
Houde so beautifully does,” a third said. 

The bottom line: We will be better about finding a way to split the English 
and French broadcasts for review in the next version of this. Either way, 
the Canadiens are represented well no matter the language. 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

The broadcast: MSG Western New York carries Sabres games with Rick 
Jeanneret and Dan Dunleavy splitting play-by-play, and Rob Ray and 
Martin Biron splitting analyst duties. 

Local ranking: 20 

National: 5 

Last season: 21 

The results: Jeanneret called his final game for Buffalo this season, 
adding another big game to the list of longtime local broadcasters that 
won’t be featured in this space next season. 

Jeanneret’s final season curried the Buffalo broadcast considerable favor 
in the national rankings, with fans from outside Buffalo taking time to give 
lifetime achievement comments for the broadcaster. 

“Rick Jeanneret and company are the best in the league,” a national fan 
wrote in. 

Dunleavy also scores well with the Buffalo audience, while the overall 
Buffalo broadcast is more passable than the team has been on the ice in 
recent years. 

“Spoiled to have had Rick Jeanneret on PxP after all these years of 
fandom,” a Sabres fan wrote. “Dan Dunleavy has been good. Really 
enjoy Brian Duff and Marty Biron’s pre, post, and intermission hosting.” 

The bottom line: Even with a longtime voice retiring, a solid broadcast 
should be able to reload alongside a team that is also rebuilding. 

11. New York Islanders 

The broadcast: MSG Plus carries Islanders broadcasts, with Brendan 
Burke handling play-by-play and Butch Goring serving as color analyst. 

Local ranking: 2 

National: 20 

Last season: 1 

The results: Burke continues to be a star on the Islanders broadcast. 

“Brendan Burke calls the game extremely well,” said an Isles fan. “He 
knows when to get excited like the great Mike ‘Doc’ Emrick. Brendan 
makes you feel like you’re on a national telecast, but still knowing you’re 
watching an Islander game.” 

“I live in constant fear of the day that we finally lose Brendan Burke to 
full-time national broadcasting,” commented another Islanders fan. 

There was even a Rangers fan who said he’ll tune in to the Islanders 
broadcast just to hear Burke. 

New York’s broadcast fell from its No.1 ranking last year but it’s not for a 
lack of local love where it still ranked No.2 in the league. The drop largely 
came from a decline in out-of-market reviews, with some fans annoyed 
by Goring’s homer bias. 

Host Shannon Hogan, A.J. Mleczko, and Anson Carter, a new addition, 
also drew lots of compliments. 

The bottom line: Burke’s elite play-by-play voice leads a strong all-around 
broadcast that resonates especially well locally. 

10. Washington Capitals 

The broadcast: NBC Sports Washington carries Capitals games, with Joe 
Beninati handling play-by-play and Craig Laughlin handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 7 
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National: 13 

Last season: 10 

The results: The NBC Capitals broadcast landed just inside the top-10 for 
a second consecutive year. The longtime duo of Beninati and Laughlin 
have mastered the art of providing an intimate, hyper-local experience 
without being too biased. 

“Joe B and Locker are a big part of why I’m a Caps fan,” read one ballot. 
“The passion, joy, and humor they bring to every broadcast makes me 
feel like we’re hanging out together on the couch watching the game. 
Their chemistry is gold and their balance of funny anecdotes and game 
commentary is spot on.” 

Laughlin is well-liked but Beninati is the real star of this show — there 
wasn’t a single local vote critical of the latter, which is very impressive 
considering the sample size of these ballots. The studio work in terms of 
pregame, postgame, and intermission content wasn’t described as 
adding much value so that’s an area to improve on, but when you crush 
the meat of the broadcast with strong in-game commentary, that’s 
something that fans can overlook. 

The bottom line: Beninati and Laughlin are wildly popular locally for their 
warm, inviting commentary style. 

9. Ottawa Senators 

The broadcast: TSN carries Senators games with Gord Miller on play-by-
play, and Ray Ferraro, Jamie McLellan and Mike Johnson rotating on 
color 

Local ranking: 9 

National: 9 

Last season: 15 

The results: Senators fans notice and enjoy when games are on TSN as 
opposed to Sportsnet, and it was overwhelmingly pointed out that at any 
game on Sportsnet was more of a “Leafs broadcast.” 

Miller draws rave reviews both in and out of market on Senators 
broadcasts. His chemistry with McLellan is also something fans made 
sure to point out. 

“Gord and Jamie do such a good job calling the game, even if it’s a 5-1 
blowout against, they still make it fun. It helps that Ottawa Facts with 
Noodles is the best segment in the NHL,” one Senators fan said. 

The TSN studio team also got some love, with Marc Methot getting 
specifically mentioned as a notable addition that added insight and color 
to the broadcast. 

The bottom line: It’s a top-notch broadcast that only got better with some 
studio additions in the past two seasons. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Sun carries Lightning games with Dave 
Randorf handling play-by-play and Brian Engblom serving as analyst. 

Local ranking: 10 

National: 6 

Last season: 6 

The results: Randorf’s second season at the helm of the microphone in 
Tampa was another successful one after he replaced Rick Peckham, 
who retired in 2020. 

“Randorf had big shoes to fill but he has filled them excellently,” one 
Lightning fan wrote. 

Others outside of Tampa also noticed, pointing to Randorf’s play-by-play 
as one of the stronger deliveries in the league, and one that doesn’t 
overly lean toward one team. 

“Not super biased. Good knowledge on the game, probably best in the 
league with Engblom and Randorf,” another respondent wrote. 

Engblom’s work has always been well received in this exercise and that 
continued as he once again drew praise from both in and out of market. 

The bottom line: The two-time defending Stanley Cup champions have a 
local broadcast that succeeds in matching the level of the play on the ice. 

7. New York Rangers 

The broadcast: MSG Network carries Rangers games, with Sam Rosen 
handling primary play-by-play duties and Joe Micheletti serving as color 
commentator. 

Local ranking: 12 

National: 3 

Last season: 17 

The results: Rosen’s iconic voice is synonymous with Rangers hockey. 
There’s no separating the two. He’s a flat-out legend. The familiarity and 
consistency of Rosen and Micheletti were very highly rated by out-of-
market fans, a big reason why New York’s broadcast jumped 10 spots 
compared to last year. 

Despite still being a favorite, many local fans pointed out that Rosen’s 
lost his fastball, often misidentifying players. 

“Sam Rosen is like your cool grandfather, guiding your viewing 
experience and occasionally making a funny gaffe. Joe Micheletti plays 
the role of cool uncle, correcting your grandfather and then breaking 
down what actually happened.” 

MSG’s hit it out of the park with its studio coverage as well, providing 
genuinely informative analysis that’s easy to digest. 

“I need to make sure somewhere there’s love for Steve Valiquette,” said 
one Rangers fan. “That guy is one of the best analysts in the business 
right now. He points out great details, especially in his area of expertise 
(goaltending), blends analytics and eye test perfectly, and makes it easy 
to digest for everyone, even people who don’t know much about those 
subjects. He’s charismatic and entertaining. He’s the best.” 

The bottom line: The long-tenured commentary duo remains popular 
across the league and is bolstered by excellent intermission analysis. 

6. Dallas Stars 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Southwests carries Stars broadcasts with 
Josh Bogorad handling play-by-play and Darryl Reaugh handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 4 

National ranking: 10 

Last season: 6 

The results: The Stars broadcast remains one of the top in the league, 
but has slowly backslid in the rankings, falling from second in 2020 to 
fourth in 2021 and now to sixth. 

The fact falling to six is a backslide should be a good barometer of just 
how good the Stars broadcast has been, historically. Reaugh is beloved 
in Dallas and widely respected outside of Dallas as one of the top 
analysts in the game. 

In fact, many Dallas fans make sure to note they hope they never lose 
Reaugh to a national gig. Bogorad’s play-by-play has also meshed 
perfectly with Reaugh, allowing the former goalie’s personality to take 
center stage. 

“Nobody beats Razor. He provides great insight and amazing 
commentary. Josh has also become a great staple alongside him. Stars 
fans were spoiled with Ralph Strangis and then Dave Strader, and now 
Josh seems to have filled the shoes of those before him.” 

If there is a reason Dallas has fallen slightly in the rankings it’s because 
Reaugh’s bombastic schtick can rub some people the wrong way. While 
his intentional use of interesting vernacular has its fans, it’s also picked 
up some detractors that helped pull Dallas out of the top five. 
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The bottom line: It’s a top-tier broadcast with a beloved analyst, who has 
become one of the most famous faces and voices of hockey for his 
market. 

T-4. Florida Panthers 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Florida carries Panthers games with Steven 
Goldstein on play-by-play and Randy Moller handling color commentary. 

Local ranking: 1 

National: 11 

Last season: 18 

The results: The Panthers’ ascent (in the regular season, at least) on the 
ice comes at a time when the broadcast has also been finally gaining 
some due recognition. 

“Florida is so unbelievably underrated in their broadcast crew,” a 
Panthers fan wrote. “Goldie and Randy are up there for best duo in the 
league for play-by-play and color.” 

“They are supreme homers but super high energy, complimentary of 
other teams’ players and have great chemistry,” another Panthers fan 
wrote. “Randy Moller can be hilarious. And there aren’t enough Panthers 
homers out there so biased commentators isn’t too bad.” 

Those outside Florida had praise for Moller and it was hard to find many 
negative takes about the broadcast in Florida. 

The bottom line: This is a broadcast that hasn’t changed much, but has 
earned more recognition for consistent excellence that might have been 
missed in the past. 

T-4. St. Louis Blues 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Midwest carries Blues games, with John 
Kelly on play-by-play and Darren Pang doing color. 

Local ranking: 5 

National: 7 

Last season: 3 

The results: The Blues broadcast has been a consistent top performer 
since The Athletic started running this survey, and, once again, Pang 
draws high marks as one of the top analysts in the game. 

Kelly’s call is also well respected both in and outside of the market, and 
the duo has noted chemistry, which one respondent summed up 
perfectly. 

“Panger and JK are like the Bert and Ernie of hockey broadcasting. 
Perfectly paired with tremendous energy. Not too homerish but with a 
keen Blues perspective. Panger is maybe a little too nice to the goalies!” 

Another Blues fan provided another comparison. 

“John Kelly and Darren Pang have a chemistry that rivals (Brett) Hull and 
(Adam) Oates. It’s hard to imagine Blues games without them.” 

The bottom line: An elite broadcast that will likely always be near the tops 
of the league with Kelly and Pang on the call. 

T-2. Seattle Kraken 

The broadcast: ROOT Sports carries Kraken games, with John Forslund 
on play-by-play and J.T. Brown doing color. 

Local ranking: 8 

National: 2 

Last season: n/a 

The results: ROOT Sports showed it was serious about serving new 
Kraken fans, making a big splash by scooping up Forslund. As expected, 
the reviews were fantastic. 

“John Forslund is exceptional and has made Kraken games a joy to 
watch, which is saying a lot given how bad the team has been,” said one 

Seattle fan. “He’s done a great job explaining the game to new fans while 
keeping existing hockey fans like myself engaged.” 

Seattle’s sky-high ranking, tied for second in the league, is a lot more 
than just the Forslund effect though. Alison Lukan is viewed as a star for 
her studio work where she’s often shared analytics-based content in a 
digestible way. It’s a big edge in a world where a lack of insightful 
analysis taints many other broadcasts. 

“More Alison Lukan!” exclaimed another Kraken fan. “Alison has been the 
shining star of the Root Sports NW broadcast team, brilliantly combining 
data-driven analytics with on-ice storytelling.” 

Brown was also popular. Fans explained that he was able to draw 
experiences from his playing career without resorting to the cliches that 
many other former players fall victim to. 

The bottom line: Seattle’s inaugural broadcast was a smashing success 
all around. 

T-2. Vancouver Canucks 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Canucks games, with John Shorthouse 
on play-by-play and John Garrett on color. 

Local ranking: 6 

National: 4 

Last season: 7 

The results: The consistency of the Canucks’ broadcast personnel has 
bred near unmatched intimacy and loyalty in Vancouver. Shorthouse, 
Garrett, and Dan Murphy are universally adored icons in this city. 

“They are hilarious, have such great chemistry, and never phone it in,” 
said one Canucks fan. “They’re always having fun. They provide such a 
cozy viewing experience, as their vibrant personalities bounce off each 
other so well. Sometimes I just put on old Canucks games to just relax to 
their voices while I do other stuff.” 

Vancouver’s broadcast has walked the perfect tightrope between being 
balanced/professional and yet still providing a homey atmosphere that 
caters to Canucks fans. Multiple fans noted that the in-game commentary 
and banter between whistles has been enough to keep them tuned into 
games that have otherwise turned out dull. Shorthouse’s sharp calling 
and encyclopedic knowledge of the game drew rave reviews outside of 
the west coast too. 

“Shorthouse is terrific and should be elevated to national duty,” 
commented a Senators fan. 

The bottom line: Canucks fans love Shorthouse, Garrett, and Murphy 
almost as much as they love the team itself. 

1. Detroit Red Wings 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Detroit carries Red Wings games with Ken 
Daniels handling play-by-play and Mickey Redmond handling most 
games as the color analyst. 

Local ranking: 3 

National: 1 

Last season: 8 

The results: Red Wings fans are hoping the ascent of the broadcast crew 
is a harbinger of similar success for the team on the ice. 

Two seasons ago, Detroit was 23rd in our rankings, jumped to eight last 
season, and then this season claimed the title of the No. 1 local 
broadcast. 

The formula in Detroit works well with Daniels’ direct play-by-play as a 
natural foil to the storytelling that Redmond weaves into his analysis. 

As one Red Wings fan put it, Redmond’s delivery is like, “watching the 
game with your hockey smart grandfather that you actually like.” 

Redmond and Daniels also have a natural chemistry that is noticeable in 
and outside of the market. 
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“Ken Daniels provides a balanced level of excitement for the Red Wings 
and their opponents’ accomplishments. While his enjoyment of the 
success for the team is apparent, he can recognize the performance of 
the opponent. Mickey Redmond brings his usual humor and old-school 
mentality with a balance of insight. He’s forgotten more hockey than I’ll 
ever know while never holding back on a good ribbing.” 

One Detroit fan put it best. 

“The game is always more enjoyable with Ken and Mick! Can’t imagine 
how much more fun they will be to watch when the Wings are good 
again…” 

The bottom line: The on-ice product is on the upswing in Detroit, while 
the broadcast is already ready for the spotlight. 
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There are pivotal moments in each phase of a coach’s challenge. The 
initial goal swings momentum to the scorer. The challenge has a clear 
winner and a closer. The potential delay of game penalty as a 
consequence of each lost review can end in a power-play goal, only 
adding insult to injury to the team that lost each step of the way in this 
process.  

That is why the decision on whether to challenge a play, or not, carries 
so much weight — especially in the postseason.  

That weight may have been a factor in the Oilers’ decision not to 
challenge Gabriel Landeskog’s score that pulled Colorado within one.  

Had Edmonton challenged and lost, they would have faced a Colorado 
power play that not only beat them already in this win-or-go-home Game 
4 but made them pay for a lost challenge earlier in the series. It would 
give the Avalanche an advantage that could potentially allow them to tie 
up the score.  

Obviously, there’s the potential reward of wiping a goal off the board and 
maintaining a two-goal lead for Jay Woodcroft and the Oilers. But 
Edmonton had already gone 0-for-2 on challenges in the postseason, 
with one goalie interference loss. Around the league, those challenges 
have been particularly tough to win with a collective .250 win percentage 
in the playoffs.  

That’s the risk of using a coach’s challenge. The idea is to promote 
efficiency, especially in the playoffs which inspired its implementation in 
the first place. But when plays aren’t egregious or are open for 
interpretation, it’s tricky to predict what the final outcome might be — and 
how much momentum can be gained or lost from it.  

The 2021-22 season was actually the first complete 82-game schedule 
since the rules for the coach’s challenge were adjusted. Originally, these 
rules were implemented for 2015-16 after Nikita Kucherov scored an 
overtime goal on an offside play.  

The only applicable scenarios were to overturn an on-ice call for a score 
that was either preceded by an offside play or influenced by goalie 
interference with conclusive evidence. Only one challenge per game was 
allowed and was permissible if a coach still had their timeout (that was 
lost with a failed challenge).  

Since then, tweaks have been made to the process and the rules — from 
the benches being equipped with iPads before the playoffs to ensure 
there was consistency in replay technology, the addition of blue line 

cameras, to a delay of game penalty for lost offside challenges ahead of 
2017-18. As a result of that latter change, there were fewer offside 
challenges (59) and fewer losses (a .622 win percentage up from .325) 
compared to 2016-17.  

More change came ahead of 2019-20. Timeouts are no longer needed to 
challenge, and coaches aren’t limited to one per game. But every single 
failed challenge results in a delay of game.  

Missed stoppages were also added to the list of challengeable offenses 
after another controversial playoff goal.  

In the first year with those changes, even though the season ended 
about a dozen games earlier than usual, there was still a clear 
downswing in the number of challenges around the league. The same is 
true for 2020-21, even when accounting for the condensed 56-game 
season.  

But even more noteworthy than there being fewer challenges, despite 
teams not being limited to one per game, was the uptick in efficiency. 
There was a jump in win percentage of over 20 percent between 2018-19 
and 2019-20, and that’s only increased since the regular season.  

There’s been a learning curve for head coaches, assistants, and most 
importantly video coaches over the years that’s helped streamline the 
process. But with the addition of a penalty, there’s more risk associated 
with a lost challenge. Most coaches aren’t throwing everything at the wall 
and hoping it sticks anymore. Just look at Gerard Gallant who was very 
liberal in requesting goal reviews, peaking at 17 in a single season with a 
6-11 record. His philosophy shifted when there was a penalty for those 
losses, no longer challenging plays where he knew the team “had no 
chance” of getting the score overturned. This year, the Rangers’ bench 
boss went 4-0 in the regular season.  

In Pittsburgh, Mike Sullivan is another prime example after leading the 
league with a 7-0 record this season. His worst year came in his first full 
season behind the bench in Pittsburgh with a 3-10 record, but he steadily 
improved over the next two years. Since the rule change in 2019-20, he’s 
been perfect in the regular season, going 11-0 over the last three regular 
seasons. 

This past year, Jon Cooper accumulated the most losses with four 
(although he didn’t have the lowest win percentage — that honor 
belonged to Lindy Ruff in New Jersey). In 2018-19, 16 coaches had 
upwards of four losses to their names, with three more than doubling 
that.  

There, of course, are exceptions — Jeff Blashill has always been a 
frequent challenger with 16 per year in three instances. While most 
coaches aren’t requesting as many reviews now, Peter Laviolette 
challenged a career-high 10 goals this past year to lead the league, after 
challenging zero plays over the last two regular seasons.  

How have these trends affected each type of challenge? 

Offside plays have had the consequence of a minor penalty longer, and 
there’s a clear trend up in win percentage since then. For goalie 
interference, there’s been an uptick in win percentage since the addition 
of a penalty for losses just not to the same degree. The grey area of the 
rule likely has a lot to do with that since decisions can be more subjective 
than offside plays or missed stoppages.  

That grey area can be particularly controversial in the playoffs.  

Postseason data presents its own hurdles. The 16 teams who make it 
don’t play the same number of games in the playoffs, and there’s no set 
number of league-wide games there has to be each year either. Plus, the 
pool of who can challenge shrinks — maybe those who are the most 
willing to take the plunge and request review don’t make it at all some 
years, but are in the playoff hunt in others. 

Still, even with that context in mind, the number of challenges has been 
reduced since the latest round of rule changes.  

While there have been fewer challenges, there hasn’t been that same 
upswing in efficiency as there’s been in the regular season. That’s what’s 
so interesting; the high-pressure environment calls for calculated 
decisions that won’t have the consequence of going short-handed and 
yet that’s how many end up when they request a challenge. On the other 
end of the thought process being the decision to challenge in the 
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postseason, there’s more desperation to swing momentum and even 
more riding on each goal which could be what inspires a challenge in the 
first place — even if there’s less of a chance of it being right.  

Is there one type of challenge bringing the overall win percentage down 
from the regular season? It’s not missed stoppages — there’s only been 
three since being added to the rule book, all of which took play this spring 
and overturned goals. Offside calls really aren’t the problem, either; those 
have been above .500 each year.  

The challenge with the lowest success rate is unsurprisingly goalie 
interference, the most disputed call of them all.  

That holds true in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

This year, there’s been 14 postseason challenges. Seven goals have 
been overturned: three for missed stoppages, two offside plays, and two 
for goaltender interference. An equal seven goals have been upheld. 
While one was for offside, six have been after goalie interference was 
reviewed. Of the seven goals to be upheld, four teams have also 
conceded a power-play goal on the corresponding delay of game — the 
Oilers, Predators, Hurricanes, and Panthers.  

Small samples come into play here, but there’s less of a common thread 
on whether regular season challenge success trickles into the playoffs 
versus one type of challenging weighing down the average.  

Woodcroft went 4-0 on offside calls in the regular season and yet went 0-
1 in the playoffs. Laviolette didn’t challenge a play in six games after 
having 10 through 82 tilts. Mike Sullivan remained perfect, going 1-0. 
There’s really only so much to draw on how the proficiency of a coaching 
staff in the review process trickles from regular season to playoffs, versus 
looking year-to-year in the regular season.  

The idea behind the coach’s challenge is to ensure the right calls are 
being made, especially when there’s egregious mistakes in real time. As 
rules have evolved to narrow usage, there’s been progress in success 
rates in the regular season but not enough across the playoffs.  

Considering this was the time of the year that made the decision to have 
coach’s challenges in the first place, the efficiency his time of year should 
be all the more important. So is the fact of how impactful these calls can 
be on momentum swings within a game, and series, when there’s a 
ticking clock on every team’s season. 

The playoffs should once again be an influencing factor on how to keep 
improving, but not on the rules regarding the challenge process itself. 
Instead, it should surround the grey areas of goaltender inference that 
keep sinking the progress the challenge process has made by raising the 
stakes when a coach decides to review a scoring play. 
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NHL Mock Draft 2.0: Corey Pronman’s first-round picks, analysis 

 

Corey Pronman 

11-14 minutes 07/06/2022 

 

Now that the World Championships and NHL combine are done, most of 
the 2022 NHL Draft picture is starting to come together, with the 
exception of the final few CHL clubs playing. With that in mind I am 
taking a second attempt at projecting how the first round could play out in 
a few weeks in Montreal. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

Wright is still the betting favorite to be the No. 1 pick to Montreal when I 
talk to people around the league, even though I think the Habs will 
consider Logan Cooley and Juraj Slafkovsky. 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liiga 

New Jersey is the team sources nominate as most likely to go off the 
consensus and take a defenseman such as David Jiricek or Simon 
Nemec, but presuming Wright goes No. 1, I do think this will be 
Slafkovsky. If Wright doesn’t go first things could get interesting. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP-USHL 

Arizona I presume will take whichever of the consensus top three 
prospects in Wright, Slafkovsky or Cooley are available at the third pick. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Nemec is a player who makes a lot of sense for what the Kraken are 
building, and he will become an important part of their future alongside 
Matty Beniers. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Gauthier is the top contender outside of the consensus names to break 
into the top five, as he has fans in the scouting world who think he’s a 
clear top 5 pick, if not a top 3, and some who aren’t close to as sold. As a 
tall, quick, skilled, competitive forward who can play the middle or wing 
he won’t last long, especially since a lot of teams seem to think he could 
be an NHL center. I could see Nemec or David Jiricek as options here 
too, but Gauthier could be a dynamic young center with size that the 
Flyers would covet. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czechia 

Columbus drafted two centers high last season in Kent Johnson and 
Cole Sillinger, so being able to draft a premium defense prospect in 
Jiricek would be an ideal scenario for Columbus. I could see Gauthier as 
a candidate here too. 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP-Liiga 

Kemell was in my last mock to Ottawa and remains here at No. 7. I like 
the fit a lot given his skill level and his high compete level that Ottawa 
typically covets. Gauthier could very well be in their mix as well. I had 
one source at the combine tell me not to rule out Jonathan Lekkerimaki 
here but he doesn’t seem like their kind of player. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle-SHL 

Detroit’s need for a center is well-documented and Kasper looks like a 
potential top two line center whose stock is on the rise following the 
World Championships. If Detroit doesn’t go center, I could see Kemell or 
Matthew Savoie as legitimate options here. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden-SHL 

I had Lekkerimaki at No. 11 in my last mock, but in discussions since with 
people around the league he’s a guy some scouts have told me could go 
a lot higher. He’s an extremely skilled goal-scorer and he could be a 
legitimate option at No. 9 for Buffalo along with other forwards like Savoie 
or Kasper. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle-WHL 

Korchinski is a name on the rise after his great WHL playoffs and due to 
his great toolkit, and he could go higher than the 10 slot I have him at 
here. I could see that he makes a lot of sense for what the Ducks usually 
value in defensemen. 

11. San Jose Sharks: Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Winnipeg-WHL 

I’m sure some will protest Savoie getting to No. 11, but there’s a bit of a 
run of smaller, highly skilled forwards in this range between him, Kemell 
and Lekkerimaki, and one of them has to go last. All of them make sense 
for what the Sharks have looked for recently in their picks. Savoie’s stock 
I’ve heard is down with some teams after his second half so he goes last 
of the bunch. I could see Korchinski here too if they want a defenseman. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Geekie would make a lot of sense for Columbus who are looking to 
continue building out their center depth. Geekie would add a lot of size 
and skill down the middle. This is presuming they get Jiricek as I mocked 
him currently. If they don’t get a defenseman at No. 6, I could see this 
pick being a defenseman such as Pavel Mintyukov. 

13. New York Islanders: Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands-SHL 
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The Islanders have only used one first round pick on a defenseman since 
2013 so there isn’t a whole lot coming on the blue line for them. Bichsel 
has been a name that’s been trending for a bit and I think he’ll go high on 
draft day as a big, mobile, physical first pass defenseman. I could see 
him or Mintyukov as picks for the Isles. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans-Liiga 

Lambert is a very talented forward with high-end skating ability and legit 
NHL skill, but he had a notable down season by his standards bouncing 
between two Liiga teams in the process. He’s seen as a riskier pick by a 
lot of NHL clubs but I still don’t expect him to fall too much due to his 
talent and track record. I could see Mintyukov, Bichsel or Geekie as 
options here too. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw-OHL 

Slotting Mintyukov isn’t simple due to the passport, but talking to people 
around the league they don’t expect it to be as big an issue for him as it 
would be for Russian players currently in Russia; several of my sources 
think he’ll go in the top 15. Vancouver doesn’t have much coming down 
the pipeline at defense. Frank Nazar could be an option here if they go 
forward. 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Frank Nazar, C, USNTDP-USHL 

Nazar is still a bit of a divisive player in the industry, with some sources 
thinking he’ll for sure go top 12 and some not sure he’s even top 20. Due 
to the great skill set and playing the middle, I could see Buffalo as a 
candidate to roll the dice on him with their second pick. Lambert is a 
player who makes a lot of sense for them at this pick too. 

17. Nashville Predators: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Nashville hasn’t added a defenseman in a while at the top of the draft so 
I could see Mateychuk or Owen Pickering as legitimate considerations for 
them at this pick based on talent and fit. 

18. Dallas Stars: Jiri Kulich, C/LW, Karlovy Vary-Czechia 

Kulich is a name buzzing since his strong U18s, and I do expect he’ll go 
top 20. Dallas doesn’t have a ton coming at defense in their system so I 
could see Mateychuk or Pickering here as well. 

19. Los Angeles Kings: Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

The Kings have a deep farm system so there’s no clear positional need 
here. McGroarty would be seen in the discussion as best player available 
here especially after his great end to the season. I could see Kulich here 
too. 

20. Washington Capitals: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

Around this part of the draft is where I expect the Yurov discussions to 
begin to get serious. He is considered a top 10 player in the draft 
amongst most scouts but playing in Russia will likely lower his stock 
significantly. He’d make a lot of sense for contenders with aging cores 
like Washington or Pittsburgh, who if they can get him over quick enough 
can try to keep their contending windows open a little longer. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current-WHL 

As I said above, I could see Yurov in the Penguins mix, but they need so 
much in their farm that I could see them go in a lot of different directions. 
Pickering offers a lot of tools and would become their top defense 
prospect. Nathan Gaucher would make sense to add at center here too. 

22. Anaheim Ducks: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

The Ducks have taken several centers high in recent years, but you can 
never have too many and Gaucher would be a great fit as a potential 
third line center to Trevor Zegras and Mason McTavish. 

23. St. Louis Blues: Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping-SHL 

Bystedt is a player I’m hearing a lot about in the run-up to the draft as a 
6-foot-3 center who can skate well and has some offense. St. Louis 
doesn’t have many true centers in their system so I could see him or 
Gaucher as fits here. If one of the WHL defensemen in Mateychuk or 
Pickering gets this far I could see them as a destination for the Blues, 
who lack young defensemen. 

24. Minnesota Wild: Isaac Howard, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Minnesota has added a lot at the premium positions in recent years so I 
can see them rolling the dice in a player like Howard who a highly skilled 
goal-scorer on the wing. Russian wingers like Yurov or Ivan 
Miroshnichenko could also be in the mix for the Wild. 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

Ohgren was a highly productive forward this season. He brings a lot to 
the table as a competitive winger who can score and set up plays. I could 
see Howard here too or Ohgren’s teammate Noah Ostlund. 

26. Montreal Canadiens: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

Ostlund had a great U18s and likely worked his way into a late first/early 
second mix from that tournament. Montreal addresses center at the No. 1 
pick but they aren’t that deep in the position in their system so adding a 
highly skilled center who can transition pucks in Ostlund isn’t the worst 
thing. 

27. Arizona Coyotes: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USNTDP-USHL 

Snuggerud has been a hard player to pinpoint. Some scouts think he for 
sure will go in the top 20 while others see him as a 25-35 candidate. Him 
being an Arizona pick if they get Cooley would be a good story as they 
were linemates this season. 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Avangard-VHL 

Where Miroshnichenko ends up will be one of the most interesting and 
discussed parts of draft day, as a player formerly rated by many scouts in 
the top five who was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He’s making 
good progress as he deals with his illness, but that combined with his 
Russian passport will likely make teams wary until the talent becomes 
too obvious which could happen around this slot. Buffalo with multiple 
firsts makes a lot of sense to make this move. 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Ryan Chesley, RHD, USNTDP-USHL 

The Oilers have used first round picks in recent years on defensemen 
Philip Broberg and Evan Bouchard but you can never have too many 
defensemen. Chesley provides NHL skating and competitiveness and 
just enough offense to provide real minutes too. 

30. Winnipeg Jets: Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga-OHL 

Del Bel Belluz’s stock is down a little after a disappointing OHL playoffs, 
but he’s still a highly skilled center who put up impressive numbers this 
season. He makes sense as a good dice roll with the Jets’ second pick. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle-WHL 

Schaefer is a name that’s on the move after a strong WHL playoff. He’s a 
big winger who plays hard and projects to provide secondary offense as 
a pro. He’d be a good fit for what Tampa tends to value, and frankly I 
could see him going higher than this slot. 

32. Arizona Coyotes: Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Luneau’s stock declined as the season went along but this isn’t an overly 
deep defense class so I think it’s possible he can sneak into the first or 
be an early day two pick, especially after a productive playoff. Sam 
Rinzel from Chaska could also be a candidate as a late first defenseman 
to Arizona, who could use more quality young defensemen in their 
system. 
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LeBrun: Johnny Gaudreau, Evgeni Malkin, Ilya Mikheyev and other 
pending UFA updates 

 

Pierre LeBrun 
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There are just over five weeks until the opening of NHL free agency and 
you get the sense things are about to escalate on a number of fronts. 

Just not quite yet, though. 

The posturing might last just a bit longer before player agents and front 
offices put their game faces on. There’s still enough time. 

Let’s take Johnny Gaudreau and Filip Forsberg, for example — the top of 
the pending UFA crop as far as star offensive power. 

Contract talks have begun again between the Predators and Forsberg’s 
camp — led by veteran agent J.P. Barry of CAA Sports — but my sense 
is there remains a gap in where each side is willing to go at the moment. 
But it’s early June, and free agency opens July 13. There’s still lots of 
time before each side truly presents its final, final stance. 

And this is where knowing both the agent and player is important if you’re 
the Predators. No question Forsberg would rather not leave Nashville, 
but I would be careful not to tap into that too heavily if I were the 
Predators. Barry has negotiated some big situations over the years, 
including sticking to his guns with Carolina owner Tom Dundon a year 
ago and bringing UFA D Dougie Hamilton on a monster deal to New 
Jersey. 

There’s not a lot of bluff in Barry’s game. GMs around the league know 
that. But at the end of the day, agents take orders from their clients. What 
we truly, truly don’t know is how willing Forsberg actually is to leave 
Nashville. Is this simply about Barry pushing the Predators as far as 
possible and then Forsberg definitely taking that deal? Or is there a 
threshold set by the agent that the player is willing to stick to and that 
would send them to the market if the team doesn’t move enough? 

Prediction: Forsberg re-signs with the Predators, but it’s going to take 
some more grinding to get there. 

Less predictable in my mind is where the Gaudreau situation is headed. 
Fresh off a whopping 115-point season, the UFA winger has indicated a 
genuine love of playing in Calgary. I do think that’s real. So, that’s an 
important start. But on the flip side, an extension didn’t get done last 
summer before talks were frozen once this season got underway. Why 
didn’t it get done last summer? 

Again, we’ve got a veteran player agent involved here in Lewis Gross, 
who has been in this situation many a time. 

Flames GM Brad Treliving made it pretty clear at the team’s season-
ending media availability that he isn’t going to sit back on this one. He’s 
going to aggressively try to get Gaudreau re-signed. But I think if you 
read between the lines, there’s a more important message hidden in 
there: It’s not just about wanting to re-sign Gaudreau but also wanting to 
get some kind of answer — either way — on the player’s true intentions 
sooner rather than later. 

Which is to say I don’t think the Flames will want to be doing this dance 
on July 11 or 12 ahead of free agency. They will want to know where 
they stand probably within the next couple of weeks. Because if they 
realize they can’t get him signed, they will want time to pivot. Remember, 
they also have RFA Matthew Tkachuk to sign. 

The question, however, is whether Gross gives Calgary a firm, clear 
answer on that kind of timetable or uses the next five weeks to play 
things out. 

It wouldn’t surprise me if there’s a scenario in which Gaudreau and Gross 
don’t want to close the door on Calgary but, given how close they are to 
the UFA market, may also want to take a peak. That’s a scenario the 
Flames can’t really live with. They need a firmer answer than that. 

One thing to also remember: If for whatever reason the Flames can’t re-
sign Gaudreau, and decide to gauge the trade market ahead of July 13 to 
see if the eighth year on a max deal is worth enough to another team to 
jump the start of free agency, Gaudreau can only be traded to five teams 
without his consent. So the agent has a lot of control over that particular 
path. 

For now, the only thing the Flames are focused on is finding out if 
Gaudreau would re-sign and, if so, how they can make that happen way 
before July 13. 

Paul Stastny 

The veteran centre, 36, is coming off a one-year, $3.75-million deal with 
the Jets and while he will keep the door open to Winnipeg, it seems likely 
the pending UFA may also look at what’s out there on the market. He put 
up 45 points (21-24) in 71 games this past season, remains a versatile 
forward who can play in different roles and has the team-first demeanour 
of a low-maintenance player. I could see some Cup contenders calling. 

The priority at this stage of his career is having a chance to win. 

“I’m getting older in my career so I don’t really have that much time left. 
So really for us, it’s that I just want to win,” Stastny told The Athletic on 
Monday. “It’s finding a good opportunity where you know you can help 
the team and you’re a good fit. Obviously it’s always hard thinking like 
that because there’s so many good teams you just never know what 
happens throughout the year. 

“But who is coaching the team and the style they play, I’ve been around 
long enough and understand the game now as far as what different 
coaches bring and which ones bring the best out of you. And which ones 
can help the team as well.’’ 

So all those coaching openings around the NHL, including in Winnipeg, 
will have an impact on his free-agent decision. 

For now, for a veteran UFA like Stastny who has been here before, it’s 
about being patient and seeing how things play out. 

“We know we’re going to wait until July 13 when free agency is but a lot 
of things are going to happen,’’ he said. “You’re going to see where 
coaches go, you’re going to see trades being made, what players are 
being signed, stuff like that, which changes the dynamics. It’s really tough 
to kind of know what’s going to happen when you’re still over a month 
out. But as it gets closer, I’ll sit down with advisors and we’ll figure it out. 

“But situations like this, we normally wait last minute.’’ 

Evgeni Malkin 

There’s been ongoing dialogue between the Penguins and Malkin’s camp 
since the season ended but my sense is that negotiation is still awaiting 
its breakthrough moment. 

Malkin’s camp has presented a few concepts to Pens management, but 
so far nothing is moving the needle enough. 

I think this one eventually gets done but Pens GM Ron Hextall has quite 
a puzzle to piece together with all his pending free agents and a tight cap 
situation. I think Malkin would give in a bit on term as long as the dollars 
were right. 

John Klingberg 

There haven’t yet been any talks between the Stars and the camp for 
pending UFA John Klingberg but the expectation is that both sides will 
probably chat in a couple of weeks. 

First things first: Sources suggest Klingberg has interest in hearing what 
the Stars have to offer and vice versa, the Stars have interest in giving 
this one last try despite everything that’s transpired. 

That doesn’t mean both sides will finally be able to find the middle ground 
that has escaped them in previous talks regarding an extension. There 
haven’t been any meaningful negotiations since January. 

Things got so frustrating for Klingberg and his agent Peter Wallen during 
negotiations several months ago that Klingberg asked for a trade, which 
was well publicized. That trade never materialized. 

The reality is that Klingberg would like to stay in Dallas but on a contract 
that he feels befits his stature and talent. 

And that’s where this thing keeps hitting a bump in the road. What the 
Stars feel is right contract-wise for the 29-year-old has not matched what 
the agent has asked for. Can they find middle ground before July 13? 
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I’m not convinced of it, but at least both sides are indicating they will give 
it one more shot. 

If the Stars lose Klingberg to free agency, I wouldn’t be surprised to see 
Montreal pick up the phone and gauge the Stars on Jeff Petry, 34, who 
has three years left on his deal at a $6.25 million cap hit. 

Kris Letang 

There have been ongoing talks between the Penguins and Letang’s 
camp ever since the season ended, sources say, which is encouraging in 
one sense as far as the idea that Letang might be able to stay put in 
Pittsburgh. On the other hand, until there’s an actual agreement, this one 
is actually a tough one to predict given Pittsburgh’s cap situation and 
other factors up in the air (including fellow pending UFA Malkin). 

The Letang negotiations, going back a year, have always largely been 
about one thing: term. Hextall wants to be careful about the number of 
years for a 35-year-old player. On the flip side, if you’re Letang, you’re a 
legacy player who just had yet another outstanding season with 68 points 
(10-58) in 78 games, averaging 25:46 per game — the highest ice time of 
any pending UFA in the NHL. 

This is one of those negotiations where you can easily defend each 
position. Again, it’s certainly positive that both sides continue to talk. 

Ilya Mikheyev 

The 27-year-old UFA winger’s agent, Dan Milstein, indicated to me 
Monday that he’s planning on talking to Leafs management within a 
couple of weeks. 

Milstein says the Leafs are a “world-class organization’’ who have treated 
Mikheyev very well, so they’re open to having the conversation about 
potentially re-signing. 

Of course, things are always tight under the cap for the Leafs, and after 
putting up a career-high 21 goals in just 53 games this past season, 
Mikheyev has clearly earned a raise on the $1.645 million he earned this 
year. At the very least, he’s probably looking at $3.5 million a year on the 
open market, and I just don’t think the Leafs can do that given their cap 
situation. 

Let’s see what comes of that conversation between both sides, but I find 
it hard to envision the Leafs being able to come up with a contract that 
works. 

Dylan Larkin 

Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman met last week with the new CAA reps for 
Dylan Larkin, who has one year remaining on his deal and is eligible to 
sign an extension as early as July 13. 

My sense is that conversation was very much preliminary in nature given 
the player’s recent change in representation, but I also think both sides 
expressed a desire to explore a one-year out extension this summer. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - How Lightning star Nikita Kucherov's 
emotional journey powers his production 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

TAMPA BAY -- Nikita Kucherov doesn't exactly have a poker face. 

"He's the type of guy where you can tell when things are going good or 
not going good, on and off the ice, based on his body language," said 
ESPN analyst Ryan Callahan, Kucherov's former linemate with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Things were going good for Kucherov in Game 3 of the Eastern 
Conference finals. Captain Steven Stamkos saw it from the very first 
shift. 

"You can hear the chatter on the bench when he's coming off [the ice]. 
The guys knowing that your best player is 'on' in a huge game. He was 
part of setting the tone. Then you look at the end of the game, and he's 
contributed to every goal and made great plays on all of them," Stamkos 
said. 

Kucherov scored a goal and assisted on two others to lead the 
Lightning's rally from a two-goal deficit. He was active defensively and 
engaged to the point of antagonism, giving New York Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin a slash on the back of the leg that was characterized by 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant as "the dirt behind the play" in Game 3. 

"For everybody, it's important to step up and elevate your game. You're 
down 2-0. You're on home ice. You want to play better than you did in the 
first two games," Kucherov said after the win. 

Game 1 saw Kucherov earn a minus-2 and fail to generate a point. His 
frustration was evident and palpable. His reaction to that effort was 
expected by his teammates. 

"If he doesn't feel like it's up to his standards, the next game is usually a 
really good one," Stamkos said. 

The Lightning have scored five goals since Game 1. Kucherov has a 
point on all of them. 

NHL fans have come to know this version of Kucherov: 

    He has the second-highest regular-season points-per-game average 
behind Connor McDavid over the past three seasons, winning the Hart 
Trophy as league MVP in 2018-19. 

    He has amassed an incredible 88 points in 65 playoff games, helping 
to lead the Lightning to back-to-back Stanley Cup wins. 

    He is unshaken by adversity, and vexations are temporary at best. 

But it wasn't always like this for Kucherov. 

"Kuch's enemy was himself," coach Jon Cooper said. "He was expecting 
to be the best player on the ice every single night. He was expecting 
everything to happen. If it didn't go well, frustration set in." 

Cooper has coached Kucherov since he was a rookie in 2013-14. It was 
a whirlwind three years for the winger: playing for the CSKA Red Army 
Jr. team as an 18-year-old, then in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League for the Quebec Remparts and Rouyn-Noranda Huskies, then 
splitting time between the Syracuse Crunch of the AHL and the Lightning, 
where Cooper was in his first full season as head coach. 

He was a prospect with undeniable offensive skill, but one who produced 
only 18 points in his first 52 NHL games. 

"When you come from a different country, a different culture, it takes time 
to adjust," Cooper recalled. 

Callahan joined the Lightning in Kucherov's rookie season. He didn't 
know much about the Russian prospect when he was traded to the 
Lightning in 2014 and started skating on a line with Kucherov and Valtteri 
Filppula. But the glimpses that he saw of Kucherov's ability, and that of 
the team's other young players, convinced him to sign an extension in 
Tampa. 

"As a younger player, he was skilled, but he obviously isn't how he is 
now. It takes confidence but it also takes time to understand the league. 
To understand what you can and can't do. When to make that extra move 
and when not to," Callahan said. 

"It takes time. It's funny how everybody looks at the league now, and 
everybody expects these guys to light it up in their first or second year. If 
they don't, it's a bust, right?" he continued. "Well, not every player is like 
Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews, where they can jump into the 
league and dominate. Some guys, it takes a little longer." 

Things started to click for Kucherov in 2014-15, his second season, 
thanks to "The Triplets," a line he formed with center Tyler Johnson and 
winger Ondrej Palat. It was one of the most effective trios of the past 
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decade in the NHL: The Lightning scored around 67% of the goals at 
even strength when their line was on the ice in both the regular season 
and the playoffs, where Tampa Bay went to the Stanley Cup Final before 
losing to Chicago. 

"He was always great. It's his confidence: He knows he's good," said 
Palat, whom Kucherov set up for the game winner with 42 seconds left in 
Game 3. (Johnson, the third "Triplet," was moved due to salary-cap 
concerns, and is now playing with the Chicago Blackhawks.) 

Kucherov hit 30 goals for the first time in 2015-16, and then scored 40 in 
2016-17. The following season was his first 100-point campaign, which 
coincided with a key development in his game: his playmaking abilities, 
as he tallied 61 assists that season. 

"The part of his game that probably doesn't get enough credit are his 
playmaking abilities. Everybody talks about his shot and his release and 
things like that. But his patience with the puck and his ability to find his 
teammates probably stick out for me the most," Callahan said. "He's 
grown in that department. He's learned how to draw defenders in and find 
his teammates when they're open. Sees the ice very well." 

The offense was there. But Kucherov, and many of his teammates, had 
yet to comprehend what Cooper was trying to instill in them: That 
ultimate team success had to start with championship-level defense. 

"Kuch isn't just an example of it. I think he's probably the best example of 
it," Callahan said. 

"There's no question that there was a bit of a battle there between him 
and Coop. They butted heads at times, trying to figure it out. But he got 
him to buy into that system. That you have to do that to win. When I was 
there, we weren't fully committed to that, and we didn't win." 

In fact, the Lightning had to lose in epic fashion to fully commit to it -- a 
loss that embarrassed Kucherov specifically. 

Cooper acknowledges that he can't stop talking about 2019. 

It was the nadir of this Lightning core, an embarrassing first-round sweep 
by the Columbus Blue Jackets after the Lightning posted the second-best 
regular season in NHL history. Perhaps not coincidentally, it was one of 
the worst showings of Kucherov's career, too. He went scoreless in 
Games 1 and 2, and then was suspended for Game 3 after a reckless hit 
from behind on Columbus defenseman Markus Nutivaara in the third 
period with Tampa trailing 5-1. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety called the hit an example of 
"message sending" late in a game and with the series slipping away: 
"While we understand that frustration often occurs at the end of a game, 
dangerous or retaliatory plays delivered in the final minutes of a playoff 
game will be viewed in context and punished accordingly." 

Kucherov returned for Game 4 and had two assists, but the damage was 
done -- to the Lightning's playoff hopes and to his ego. 

"You look at the frustration in all of us in that series. Kuch was one of 
them. He got suspended in one of those games because of his 
frustration," Cooper said. "Now, did that moment change him? I think 
there were some little moments before that and after that have all come 
to fruition to what we have as the player today. That's growth." 

The Lightning have played 10 playoff rounds since then. They've won all 
of them. Kucherov has played 62 playoff games since then. He has 
scored at least one point in 44 of them. But it's not only his production 
that's notable, but his all-around play. 

"You watch him now, and he's backchecking hard. He's always in the 
right position. And I think he's learned that by doing that, by worrying 
about his D-zone, it's opening up more offense for him," Callahan said. 
"He's evolved through the years. I don't think he came into the league 
and blew everybody's pants off as an amazing player. But he evolved 
into it." 

That evolution led to moments like those in Game 3 against the Rangers. 
He scored a power-play goal to cut into the Rangers' 2-0 lead. He helped 
create a Stamkos goal early in the third period to tie the game. Then 
came his slick touch pass to Palat for the game winner. 

"Kuch made some unreal plays," said defenseman Victor Hedman. "You 
see Kuch in the slot and you try to give him the puck. Unreal pass to 
Pally." 

Cooper said it's the kind of performance that's expected from a star 
player who's his own toughest critic. 

"The only person he gets frustrated with is himself. That's probably the 
one thing I have to coach," Cooper said. 

"He's won a Hart Trophy, he's been an electrifying player, he has two 
Stanley Cup rings. When you get that far, these teams have these kinds 
of players on them. That's what Kuch is. He's a unique, special talent. 
But any time when you're the last team standing, there's a player or 
maybe two that are game-breakers. And he's that for us." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Don't look now, but the Lightning are playing like Stanley 
Cup champions again 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 8, 2022, 12:51 AM 

 

They were not themselves. 

Maybe they were banged up and exhausted. That would be 
understandable after slogging through more playoff games (63 and 
counting) in a 22-month span than most NHLers get in a career. 

Maybe they were too rusty, too rested. That, too, would be 
understandable after sitting outside the ring and watching the fight for 
nine days while their opponent, the New York Rangers, arrived high off 
Game 7 desperation. 

Whatever the cause, the mighty Tampa Bay Lightning tiptoed into this 
Eastern Conference final — their sixth in eight years — resembling a 
group that might finally be ready to pass the torch. 

They gave the puck away like Costco hands out free samples on a 
Saturday. They linked passes only occasionally. They fed the Rangers’ 
power play and made Igor Shesterkin appear better than their own all-
world goaltender. 

Something clicked. 

Something changed. 

Something awakened. 

Ahead of his group’s cool and controlled 4-1 home victory on Tuesday 
night, coach Jon Cooper pinpointed when the Lightning swerved course 
toward a 2-2 series knot. 

Down 2-1 in New York after the first period in Game 2, Cooper chopped 
forward Nick Paul’s intermission TV interview short. He wanted every 
player in the dressing room, so he could lose it on them. 

“Truth be told, I blew a gasket,” Cooper explained on Hockey Night in 
Canada. “I had to get the boys’ attention.” 

By the 12-minute mark of the ensuing period, Cooper sensed his group 
had rediscovered its recipe — the one that leads to banners hung and 
boat-parade hangovers. 

“They took it to us,” Cooper told reporters. “We had to stop the Rangers’ 
roll.” 

Young, fast and free, the Rangers stormed into Florida with a 2-0 series 
lead and — with star Tampa centre Brayden Point into Week 4 of 
recovery from a significant lower-body injury — a decided edge in health. 
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They leave with two injured centremen of their own, zero even-strength 
goals, and the pressure of reversing momentum in what is now a best-of-
three to play the Colorado Avalanche for the Stanley Cup. 

Second-line fixture Ryan Strome suffered a lower-body injury in Game 3 
and cut Tuesday’s morning skate short. Though Rangers head coach 
Gerard Gallant was hopeful he’d dress Tuesday, Strome was replaced by 
Kevin Rooney. 

Filip Chytil’s evening ended with an upper-body injury from a Victor 
Hedman check in the second period: 

Down two playmakers up the gut, Gallant went into triage mode. 

He threw 10 different forward lines at the wall in Game 4, and the only 
goal he could muster on Vasilevskiy was a 6-on-4 Artemi Panarin power-
play marker in garbage time with Shesterkin pulled in desperation. 

If you find yourselves sudden underdogs with home-ice advantage, which 
is scarier: 

That the Lightning’s top line of Ondrej Palat, Steven Stamkos and Nikita 
Kucherov is scorching hot, caving your guys whenever they hop the 
boards? 

That, with a long series in the cards, Point is optimistic to make a Game 
6 or 7 comeback? 

Or that Vasilevskiy — a sub-.900 goalie in Round 1 against Toronto — is 
now back to a .925 save percentage, the same mark he posted when he 
won the 2021 Conn Smythe Trophy? 

“He’s getting his mojo back,” Cooper declared. 

Ruh-roh. 

The champs’ wire-to-wire win Tuesday began with Pat Maroon chopping 
home a rebound created via a brilliant net-drive and dangle from stay-at-
home defenceman Zach Bogosian on Tampa’s first scoring chance of the 
night. 

“That’s Bogo playoff magic,” said teammate Jan Rutta. 

Kucherov’s first 5-on-5 goal of this postseason was another pretty one. 
Palat sprung him for a counterstrike breakaway up the middle, and 
Kucherov buried the puck five-hole on Shesterkin. 

“He’s won a Hart Trophy. He’s been an electrifying player. He’s got two 
Stanley Cup rings. I think when teams go that far, each team has those 
type of players on them,” Cooper said. 

“That’s what Kuch is. He’s a unique, special talent. Anytime you’re the 
last team standing, there’s a player or maybe two who is a game-
breaker. He’s one of them for us.” 

Another game-breaker, Stamkos, pounded a Palat rebound in the net for 
insurance, and Palat tossed in an empty-netter for good measure. 

Look out. The champs are looking more and more like themselves every 
period. 

“We’re going to have to take it from them. They’re not going to give us 
nothing,” Gallant said. 

Nothing but their best. 

“We’re one of three teams left here. You expect their best. You want their 
best,” New York defenceman Jacob Trouba said. 

“And we want to show we can beat the best. We feel we’re an up-and-
coming team. We’ve arrived. We want to play these games.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Tampa played with a heavy heart in Game 4, missing assistant coach 
Derek Lalonde from the bench. 

Lalonde’s 74-year-old mother, Donna, passed away Monday. Derek left 
town to be with his family. 

“We talked about it in the room,” Anthony Cirelli told Sportsnet’s David 
Amber. “We’re going to go out and get one for him and his family.” 

• Ondrej “Contract Year” Palat has 13 points in his past 13 games and 
leads his team with a plus-7 rating in these playoffs. 

• Shortly after Ric Flair was shown on the Amalie Arena Jumbotron, 
Tampa's Brandon Hagel and the Rangers' Frank Vatrano dropped the 
gloves for a spirited but unlikely scrap. 

The fight was Vatrano’s first in his 400-game career and Hagel’s first as a 
member of the Bolts. 

“I crosschecked him a little bit after the whistle, and he said, ‘Let’s go.’ 
So, say less.” Hagel explained. 

“That’s the fun of the game and what people want to see.” 

• “What are you laughing at?” 

• Fifteen games into the postseason and Alex Killorn (25 regular-season 
goals) remains the only regular Lightning forward without a goal. But 
don’t criticize his effort to Cooper. 

“I think he’s played fabulous. He does have a goal. It was just taken off 
the board. But you can't judge all these players on how many pucks they 
put in the net. It's hard enough because they judge themselves, but we 
don't judge them that way,” Cooper insisted. 

“It is: Are they putting themselves in a position to help our team win? 
And, yes, it’s great to look on the scoresheet and see your name. But as 
our guys have been well aware the last few years, it's way better to see 
Lightning with the number that's more than the opponent. And I think 
that's a big reason why we've had success. 

“I think Killer’s been awesome.” 
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The Canadiens scored big with Poulin — just ask the people that know 
her best 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

June 7, 2022, 7:49 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — She’s the undisputed greatest women’s hockey 
player in the world, widely considered the greatest women’s hockey 
player of all time, a three-time Olympic and two-time world champion, a 
player dubbed “Captain Clutch” for her propensity for scoring 
tournament-winning goals, and now she’s a Montreal Canadien. 

There’s no ambiguity as to why Canadiens owner Geoff Molson, 
executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and general 
manager Kent Hughes were interested in hiring Marie-Philip Poulin as a 
player-development consultant. The decision to bring her on board was 
first explored with her two weeks prior to the Beijing Games this past 
winter, and it was formalized on Tuesday because when you have a 
chance to get the best, you do everything you can to capitalize on it — 
even if it means only benefiting part of the time. 

Poulin, admittedly elated to be taking on this role, said at her introductory 
press conference she intends on playing at least four more years — in at 
least one more Olympics — before her priority shifts exclusively to 
development. For now, she’ll split her time between this job with the 
Canadiens and the one she mastered long ago as a player. 

But don’t mistake that for a half-hearted commitment. 

“It’s really an honour for me to be here and start this role,” Poulin said, 
and there’s little doubt she’ll treat it that way. 

Molson has none. 
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“We think we hired the best person for the job,” he said. “It’s a step 
forward. The project for me is to improve the development of our players, 
and we have four people now on that team (with recent hirings of Poulin 
and development coach Adam Nicholas) when before, when I was 
speaking on Nov. 29 (upon hiring Gorton), we were only two. So, this is a 
step forward for the development of all our players.” 

Poulin said that, for now, she’ll work exclusively with Canadiens 
prospects when she’s not focusing on her commitments as a player. She 
said, “I think becoming closer with them, getting to know them on the ice, 
off the ice and coming up with a plan of how to make them better and 
improve on the ice is going to be a challenge and very exciting,” and she 
shared her philosophy on what makes for winning hockey. 

“The will, the grit and working as a team,” Poulin started. “I think those 
are all great things we can see watching the NHL. The grit is something 
that just steps up when playoffs start, and that’s something I truly value.” 

Molson truly values the complete package the 31-year-old is bringing to 
the Canadiens. 

“The most important thing for Jeff and Kent, who really are the two 
people who are going to be working most closely with Marie-Philip, is her 
quality as a hockey person,” he said. “She’s a winner, she knows how to 
win, and our players are young and they need to learn that as well, and I 
think that’s probably our biggest priority. 

“But at the same time, we tick many boxes. Marie-Philip will be not only 
somebody who is very competent in player development, but also has a 
passion for analytics and also is a woman. And having all three in our 
organization is a big win for us.” 

We think it will be, too, but wanted to speak to some people who know 
Poulin best to tell us why. 

Earlier in the day, we touched base with former and current teammates 
— all of them Olympic and world champions — who have experienced 
her greatness in a way the players she’ll be working with can only hope 
to experience. These teammates, some of whom have played with Poulin 
for the better part of two decades, all agree the Canadiens are going to 
massively benefit from her presence alone, and they’re all in consensus 
she’s a perfect fit for the role she’s been assigned. 

ERIN AMBROSE 

How long do you have? Honestly, I think the best part about Pou is how 
much she cares about other people. She will never make it about her. 
She has an ability to get the best out of people because she creates such 
a safe and loving environment for them. And, honestly, I don’t see that 
changing even in her new role. I don’t see that changing by any means; 
she’s going to get the best out of people because she’s going to care 
about them and want them to be better as individuals. 

MEAGHAN MIKKELSON 

I think, to me, it’s just what a humble, kind human being she is. And, with 
the amount of success she had from a very young age, it could’ve gone 
to her head but never did with her. I think whenever she’s asked about 
any personal success, she always refers to the people that she has 
around her and to the team. She just has a real team-first mentality and 
is extremely humble and kind and caring. She’s a really good person. 

NATALIE SPOONER 

She’s not only the greatest because of her physical ability, but also 
because of how smart of a player she is. And I just think about how good 
of a two-way player she is. She plays d-zone but scores the big goals 
and is so great under pressure, so I just think she has so much to bring 
to that organization. For the guys to be able to see — I hope they all 
respect her already and how dedicated she is and how hard-working — 
how much she has to offer, she’s got so much wisdom. She’s been 
around Team Canada for so long, I think she’s probably played more 
years than she hasn’t. I think that’s why everyone is saying she’ll be 
great. I can’t wait to see what she brings to some of those players. 

SARAH NURSE 

When I think of Mare, she’s just a winner in really every sense of the 
word. No matter what she does, whether it’s on or off the ice, she just 
attacks every single day with this winning mentality and this pursuit of 

excellence. I’m fortunate enough that I get to see her almost every day, 
and she just has this pursuit of excellence that I think obviously has 
helped our team a great deal over the years. But to be brought to an 
organization like the Canadiens, especially after the year they’ve had, I 
think she’ll be a huge part of changing things. 

JENNIFER BOTTERILL 

She’s an incredible person. She’s so well-qualified and this is so well-
deserved. Why I think she’s going to add so much value to the 
organization is because she’s so talented, so successful, but she’s so 
dedicated. She’s such a hard worker, she’s down to earth, she’s humble 
and respected, and I think throughout her entire career she’s been so 
dedicated to making the people around her better. Through every 
success that she’s had she’s always been about elevating the people 
around her, so in a role like this — along with knowing the game, being 
so bright and so ambitious — you know she’s going to be incredibly 
dedicated to putting in the work to make sure her value will be long-
lasting. It’s really amazing news. Just thrilled for her. Great decision by 
the Montreal organization. 

On admirable qualities Poulin possesses… 

AMBROSE 

I think, very similar to Sidney Crosby, Pou also does it in a way that 
commands respect and doesn’t portray arrogance. You look at her 
resume and it would be easy for anybody who’s been that successful to 
just kind of coast throughout the rest of their career, but I truthfully 
believe her best years are still to come. You look at the way she played 
this year at the Olympics — not to say she didn’t play well in 2018, but it 
was a whole new level — and her game continues to go to new levels. 
Nothing surprises us anymore because there’s nothing she can’t do. 

MIKKELSON 

All the goals she scored — they’re special to her only because they 
allowed the team to be successful. 

NURSE 

I think I would say she’s a little more reserved. She’s not going to be in 
your face, hooting and hollering, yelling and all that. She’s just more 
reserved. But she’s so passionate. In a hockey environment, her passion 
and personality really shine through because she loves it. She really 
does lead with her heart. Once she does speak up, you know it’s 
important and you’re going to listen. 

BOTTERILL 

We can all learn from Marie-Philip Poulin in terms of her composure. If 
you’ve spoken to her at any point, she always deflects attention or credit 
and there’s no one in hockey that’s been more of a clutch performer than 
she has, but any time that she’s asked about her individual 
accomplishments she deflects immediately to the team and people she’s 
surrounded by. I think that’s something for all of us to admire and learn 
from in terms of how we treat the people around us and how we want to 
carry ourselves with composure and being grounded. 

MIKKELSON 

I think what became very evident for me as one of her teammates and 
one of the older players on the team is as we got older and started 
playing with younger players, and she was often put on a line with those 
younger players, what was really cool to see was her mentoring those 
younger players. With her resume and the way she plays the game and 
the level of skill that she has, she’s one of those players that obviously 
commands respect. When she tries to teach you something, those 
younger players would look at her with big, round eyes, probably in their 
heads thinking this is Marie-Philip Poulin teaching me something and I 
better listen up. For me, that was definitely something that became very 
evident later on in our careers. 

She’s a collaborator on the ice. She’s a player that likes to talk about the 
game. She always goes back to the bench and talks about plays. I saw 
that teaching component. 

SPOONER 
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It’s probably going to be a bit of transition, and I think it would be for any 
player to come over into that role and figure out how to articulate it and 
how to teach it. But at the same time, she runs her hockey school and 
works with young kids, and you have to think these guys are also at the 
top of their games and willing to try anything to be better. I think back to 
when I’m learning new skills and, at first, it’s not great. But you stick with 
it. 

She’s going to stick this out. She has so much wisdom and skill, I’m sure 
it’ll click with the guys. She’s personable and has shown through her 
leadership she can really reach people and I think it’ll just be the same. 

BOTTERILL 

I think that because she’s always been so driven to be successful, she’ll 
master this like everything else. She’s never been about being satisfied. 
She’s always been about finding a way. To teach people and elevate 
them — I think that’s what she’s been doing her whole career, is to help 
people be successful. 

On what Poulin might take from this experience as an active player… 

SPOONER 

I think it is a two-way street when you get a pretty cool job like that. She’s 
going to also be able to learn and grow as a player, and I think she’s 
going to put in the same competitiveness that she puts into her hockey. 
She’s going to want to make these guys feel that and run with it and want 
to get better every day just as much as she does. 

NURSE 

I think it’s such a unique opportunity. We’ve all been playing so long that 
we view the game in such a way unique to playing. When you take your 
player hat off a little bit and put yourself in a different role, it actually does 
help your game. So, I’m really excited for her to be able to evaluate 
players and help with their development because she’s going to bring so 
much, but she’s also going to pick up so many things that help her game. 

When I did panel broadcast work, it really helped me as a player to step 
back and think about things from a different perspective. I can’t wait to 
see the impact that not only she has on the Canadiens, but the impact 
that they have on her and her game. 

On how men will respond to Poulin… 

MIKKELSON 

I think that women have prominent roles in the game, whether it’s playing 
or player development or management, and I think that people are 
starting to recognize that they’re great hockey minds and great hockey 
minds first. I believe Emily Castonguay said it, when she was hired by the 
Vancouver Canucks, that she walks into the room and is a hockey mind. I 
think more and more you’re starting to see that recognition and respect, 
and it’s just having an understanding of the game played at an extremely 
high pace and high level. I think of Marie-Philip Poulin, and I think of her 
as a real student of the game. That’s also what makes her special is her 
ambition to learn and get better. To see her move into the position in 
player development is almost a perfect position for her because she’s a 
student of the game. I think that she’s obviously highly respected in her 
skill and her level of play and her knowledge, and all it would take is 10 
seconds on the ice with her to realize the speed at which she plays the 
game and how you could take a lot from watching and learning from her. 

If it’s breaking down video, all it’s going to take is a minute or two for 
them to realize what they can learn from her. Honestly, she’s a very 
intelligent hockey mind. 

SPOONER 

We train with a lot of them, so we know a lot of them. There is that 
mutual respect because they see us day-in, day-out doing the exact 
same thing they’re doing whereas the general public doesn’t. 

She’s also the greatest player in our sport. She’s so smart. They’re going 
to be blown away. 

BOTTERILL 

I just think, for her, there’s no stage that’s too big for her to be calm, to be 
composed and deliver and still be so humble. This is just not any hockey 

player or person accepting a role; this is the best player in the game who 
has a history of just having the highest standard of excellence, and she’s 
coming into an organization that has expectations and a knowledgeable 
fan base that wants that same level of excellence. 

Again, I think the bigger the situation or moment, the stronger her 
performance seems to be, and I think it’ll be no different for her in this 
role. 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Kane becomes a UFA, Oilers teammates make strong 
case for him to stay 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 7, 2022, 6:38 PM 

 

EDMONTON — There is soft skill all over the place, but the National 
Hockey League playoffs are a hard, hard place. 

So the player who helps get you through an 82-game regular season is a 
necessary one, but not necessarily one who can help you through the 
grind that is the NHL playoffs. See Maple Leafs, Toronto. 

And as our game moves slowly away from the hard places where it once 
resided — away from fighting, from intimidation and to an extent, hitting 
— that playoff player becomes increasingly rare. 

Evander Kane becomes increasingly rare. 

“He revamped the Top 6,” Zach Hyman said of the addition of Kane in 
January. “Just a massive addition.” 

Which areas will Oilers look to improve over offseason? 

There are likely 22-25 legit top-line left wingers in the game today. Guys 
who are no-doubt first-liners on the left side. 

But how many come in a six-foot-two, 210 pound package? And in that 
subset, how many can keep up with Connor McDavid? With hands soft 
enough to score 35 a season, hard and willing enough to keep the flies 
off of the game’s top player? 

Unique? In today’s game, Kane is this just side of a unicorn. 

Today, that unicorn is an unrestricted free agent, one that has seduced a 
hockey city with his prodigal skills, despite a reputation that brought him 
here under cloudy circumstances. 

“I’ll go back to when I was in a similar, but very different situation a few 
months ago,” began Kane, when asked about his plans for free agency, 
on Tuesday. “Where I was had the opportunity to pick where I wanted to 
go. Edmonton was interested in me, and I was interested in them. The 
way I looked at it was, you’ve got two of the best players in the world, a 
team that you know wants to win now and is primed to win now. 

“I'm happy to say that we had some success doing that. I've been very 
happy with my time here,” continued Kane, who turns 31 in August. “The 
fans have been phenomenal. The people in the city have been 
phenomenal. This has got to be the best organization I've played for. So I 
have no complaints and just like everybody else I'm curious looking 
forward to see what happens.” 

Ken Holland, the Oilers general manager, told us a series ago that he’d 
love to re-sign Kane. But there is a salary cap, and what does the leading 
goal scorer in the NHL Playoffs command on the market? 

Six million dollars? Seven million? Eight? 

“I can sign anybody. But someone's gotta go,” reasoned Holland. “If you 
love everybody, somebody's not staying. 
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“Can you keep him? I can keep anybody. But I can't keep ‘em all.” 

There are salary cap machinations that would have to take place: trading 
Tyson Barrie’s $4.5 million cap hit; moving Zack Kassian at $3.2 million; 
perhaps having to choose between which restricted free agent to sign, 
Kailer Yamamoto or Jesse Puljujarvi. 

Then there is the baggage that has dogged Kane throughout an NHL 
career spent on the outs with teams in Winnipeg, Buffalo and San Jose, 
where he was literally kicked off the island by the Sharks players. San 
Jose GM Doug Wilson was seduced by Kane once. Now the two sides 
are in arbitration, as the Sharks seek to void the seven-year deal they 
signed with Kane, while he wants some or all of the $22.9 million they 
would have paid him. 

Here in Edmonton however, where Kane and his girlfriend welcomed a 
baby boy during these playoffs, Kane has been by all accounts a stellar 
teammate. And boy, did he help this team win. 

“Guys like that are rare,” said Leon Draisaitl. “What did he score? 
Thirteen goals in the playoffs? By playing hard, but doing it the right way. 
Those guys are hard to come by. Those are the guys that you can go on 
runs with, the type of guys that you're going to win with, eventually. 

“He was amazing off the ice. He was a great teammate, and on the ice 
he had a great year.” 

Us folks outside the dressing room will have our opinions. But those 
words come from inside. From a leader on the team, no different than 
Dustin Byfuglien in Winnipeg or Logan Couture in San Jose. 

Draisaitl knows, better than you or I, how valuable Kane is to the Oilers. 

So here we are. 

We all knew this was coming, didn’t we? 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.08.2022 

1203409 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing the flaws that shaped the Oilers' Conference 
Final defeat 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

June 7, 2022, 4:48 PM 

 

Chaos in net 

One of the easiest flaws to point out is back in the blue paint. The Oilers' 
decision to run it back with a crease of Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen 
has been criticized all year, and rightfully so. Teams can get by without 
elite goaltending, but they can do a lot more when they have support 
between the pipes. 

Edmonton did have support earlier this post-season. While there were 
quintessential ‘Mike Smith plays’ that were highlighted through each 
series, going into the Western Conference Final he was around average, 
having performed very close to expectations to that point with a Goals 
Saved Above Expected of -.13. 

Colorado, however, exploited him when he over-committed or 
mishandled the puck. They’re an aggressive team that can keep the 
pressure up, and it became too much for the Oilers to handle. In four 
games, they generated 14.1 expected goals based on their shot quality 
(before factoring in shooting talent), and Smith conceded almost five 
more goals than expected based on that workload. 

Defensive woes 

The Oilers' loss isn’t only on goaltending, though. Smith losing his 
composure in Game 4 certainly plays into it the loss, seeing as that gave 

Colorado more of an opening to rally in the third period. But series-wide, 
defence was an area of concern as well. 

Of the goaltenders in Round 3, no one’s faced more shot attempts 
against than Smith in all situations. Pre-shot movement only made those 
shots all the more dangerous; the Oilers allowed their opponent to move 
the puck to the slot to improve the quality of those chances. 

Focusing in on 5-on-5, the Oilers conceded 3.6 expected goals against 
per 60, which is the most among teams in the playoffs. It wasn’t just a 
matter of shot volume, but quality. 

The Avalanche were able to skate up the ice with the puck and create 
offence off the rush, with 32 slot attempts generated at the highest rate 
among teams in Round 3. Five of those scoring chances ended up in the 
back of the net. But they’re not one-dimensional in their offensive 
creation and managed 24 slot shots off the cycle; four of those converted 
for goals. 

Edmonton didn’t break up passes enough, either — allowing a higher 
rate of east-west passes that connected 85 per cent of the time. And they 
allowed 27.6 pass attempts to the slot. 

Colorado’s offence came in waves, and the Oilers not only weren’t built 
to withstand it with their blue line but couldn’t contain it either. 

Struggling from behind 

What hurt the Oilers, who struggled defensively, was that when they 
were trailing in a game the Avalanche didn't simply go into a shell to try to 
maintain a lead. Had Colorado sat back when ahead in score, Edmonton 
could have focused on how to generate scoring chances. Instead, their 
opponent wasn’t influenced by score effects and kept pushing the pace 
of play. 

That forced the Oilers to always think about defence and how to battle 
back against this overwhelming offence. That weighed on Edmonton’s 
game because they were simply outmatched, and couldn’t play to their 
strengths. But even their strengths fell short of Colorado’s, especially 
when it mattered the most. 

Losing Evander Kane 

There’s no question that Edmonton didn’t have the forward depth to 
match Colorado. Few teams do, that’s why the Avalanche are such a 
heavy favourite to win it all. But what really hurt was losing a top-six 
player who has been productive in the post-season. 

On the ice, Kane was productive in the post-season. He was the recipient 
of incredible passes that he just had to finish, and gave opponents 
another threat to try and stop while simultaneously trying to limit one of 
the best offensive talents in the world down the middle of that line. 

At 5-on-5, he led the team with his expected goal generation in the 
playoffs at 1.39 per 60. The winger contributed to his team’s scoring 
chance generation off the cycle and kicked in some slot shots for the 
rush. 

Sure, the Oilers still had Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid in Game 4. 
And both players did damage in their last game of the season. But not 
having Kane — or at least another top-line calibre player — only limited 
what Edmonton could do against this loaded Avalanche squad. That’s 
even more true when considering Draisaitl’s injury status. 

While Draisaitl was still effective even with extremely limited movement, 
there was more pressure on him to be great despite that because the 
team was without one of their top-six threats. 

That further emphasizes how poor Kane's decision-making was in Game 
3 on the play that injured Nazem Kadri. 

The Oilers needed every ounce of forward depth they could get, and 
Kane ended his season early — and contributed to his team’s season 
ending sooner than they could have hoped — by taking himself out of 
Game 4 entirely. 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Bruins enter important off-season, goal remains to sign 
Pastrnak 

 

Josh Beneteau@jbenny15 

June 7, 2022, 2:21 PM 

 

The Boston Bruins are poised to have a potentially transformative off-
season. Head coach Bruce Cassidy was just fired on Monday, stars Brad 
Marchand and Charlie McAvoy will miss the start of next season 
following injuries and captain Patrice Bergeron remains undecided on his 
own future. 

All those question marks have led to some speculation about another 
player's future: David Pastrnak. 

Will the Bruins re-sign Pastrnak — who has one year left on his contract 
with a $6.6 million cap hit — or use the high-scoring winger as a chip to 
recoup assets in a larger rebuild? 

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman believes it will be the former. 

"I believe their intention is to sign (Pastrnak)," Friedman said Tuesday on 
The Jeff Marek Show. "And if for whatever reason they get the 
impression that they can't sign him, then I think that that may change. But 
the initial sense I'm getting is that their goal is to sign him." 

Pastrnak is coming off the second 40-goal season of his career and, 
since his debut in 2014-15, only eight other players have scored more 
than his 240 markers. At just 26, he projects to be a star in the league for 
a long time to come. 

But for all of those reasons, he also is in line to sign a massive contract 
— with the Bruins or with another team in the summer of 2023. Under the 
terms of the CBA, the Bruins and Pastrnak's camp can't begin contract 
talks until July 13, when the new league year begins, but — like Johnny 
Gaudreau in Calgary — the situation will remain a top priority for the 
team until a decision is made, one way or another. 

"I’ve said all along that I will attack that one as I have with all of our 
players that we’ve looked to go longer term on right away. We’ll see 
where it goes," General manager Don Sweeney said Tuesday. "David 
has a decision to make in that same vein... Those conversations will 
come to light, and we’ll have to make a decision based on the information 
I get." 

For his part, Pastrnak has not shown any desire to leave Boston, the only 
NHL team he's ever known. He even recently was actively recruiting 
former teammate David Krejci back to the Bruins in a viral video. 

"I actually haven't given it a thought yet to be honest," he said after the 
season when asked about the upcoming negotiations. "I've got a lot of 
other stuff to be worrying about the whole year, so haven't been thinking 
about that at all, actually." 

Sweeney said the decision to part ways with Cassidy was more about 
finding a new voice for the players and less about entering a potential 
rebuild. Pastrnak's future would play a large part in whether the team can 
avoid going down that road. 

"We're a competitive group and we're going to remain a competitive 
group," Sweeney said. 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada execs could be asked to testify on lawsuit 
settlement within days 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Hockey Canada executives may be asked within days to testify before a 
parliamentary subcommittee in Ottawa about the decision to settle a 
lawsuit in which eight Canadian Hockey League players, including some 
members of Canada’s 2017-18 World Junior team, were accused of 
sexually assaulting a woman. 

The woman, who is not identified in court records, alleged the assaults 
occurred in June of 2018 in a London, Ont. hotel following a Hockey 
Canada event. Her allegations were included in a lawsuit filed April 20 
that has been settled.  

The plaintiff asked a judge to award $3.55 million. The amount of the 
settlement is unknown. The allegations against the players were never 
proven in court and none of the defendants filed a response. 

Canada’s Minister for Sport, Pascale St-Onge, said last week she is 
ordering an audit of Hockey Canada’s finances to determine whether 
taxpayer money was used to settle the case. 

Kevin Waugh, a Conservative MP who represents Saskatoon-Grasswood 
and who is a member of the parliamentary subcommittee on Canadian 
Heritage, said the subcommittee may vote as soon as Wednesday on 
whether to immediately begin asking for Hockey Canada officials to 
testify about the abuse allegations and produce documents related to all 
abuse settlements. 

Waugh said Conservative MP Rachael Thomas tabled a motion late 
Monday to set aside the subcommittee’s current work reviewing Bill C-11, 
legislation to update Canada’s decades-old Broadcasting Act, and turn its 
attention to Hockey Canada. 

“We have to get into this right away and summon witnesses,” Waugh 
said. “This just brings back so many memories of Graham James. I 
thought we cleaned this up after Sheldon Kennedy and Theoren Fleury, 
but I guess not. We’re now talking about an allegation of gang rape that 
may involve every third guy on that Team Canada roster. How the hell 
did Hockey Canada keep this quiet for four years? I’m appalled by the 
organization, and I’m appalled that this story is still now mostly buried by 
the Canadian media.” 

The 11 subcommittee members – five Liberals, four Conservatives, one 
member of the NDP and one member of the Bloc Quebecois – will likely 
vote Wednesday on Thomas’ motion, Waugh said. He added that any 
testimony would be public, and the subcommittee has the power to 
subpoena Hockey Canada officials who don’t accept invitations to testify. 

Waugh’s comments come days after St-Onge said she would summon 
Hockey Canada executives to testify. 

"What I want to know and what I think all Canadians want to know is, was 
there any public funds used to cover up that horrible story of collective 
rape?" St-Onge told reporters on June 2. 

"The other thing that Canadians want to know is how could such an 
important organization make sure that their players are not accountable 
for these allegations and that most of them are now playing in the NHL. 
And I think that Canadians deserve to know." 

The NHL announced May 26 it was opening an investigation into the 
allegations and officially advised the NHL Players' Association June 3 of 
its intentions, as required by the NHL/NHLPA collective bargaining 
agreement. 

The federal government has jurisdiction over Hockey Canada because 
the federation is one of more than 50 national sport organizations that is 
partially funded with public money. 

Documents obtained via Canada’s Access to Information Act show 
Hockey Canada received $33.7 million during the eight years between 
2008-09 and 2016-17. 

It's unclear how many witnesses the subcommittee would call or how 
long they would testify. Parliament is scheduled to sit until June 23 before 
taking a summer break and returning Sept. 19. 

Hockey Canada spokeswoman Esther Madziya, who did not respond to 
questions over whether the organization would cooperate with the 
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government’s inquiries, wrote in a May 25 statement to TSN that the 
organization informed London police about the allegations and hired the 
Toronto law firm Henein Hutchison LLP to investigate. 

Ariane Joazard-Bélizaire, St-Onge’s press secretary, wrote in an email to 
TSN on Monday that government officials expect Hockey Canada to 
share Henein Hutchison’s report with them. 

Hockey Canada is not the first national sports organization to come 
under government scrutiny.  

In April 2021, Canadian Heritage officials asked executives with Canada 
Artistic Swimming to testify after five women who were once part of the 
national artistic swimming team alleged that they had been abused by 
coaches. The former artistic swimming athletes filed a request for a 
class-action lawsuit against Canada Artistic Swimming, alleging 
psychological abuse and harassment suffered while training. 

That case is active and CAS officials did not testify because Parliament 
was dissolved before the federal election in September 2021. 

St-Onge also ordered an audit of Bobsleigh Canada Skeleton after a 
group of more than 60 athletes wrote an open letter to the organization 
alleging it was riddled with toxicity. Joazard-Bélizaire said that audit is 
being conducted by an independent firm hired by Canadian Heritage’s 
office of the chief audit executive. 

“The objective of the recipient audit is to provide assurance on the 
organization’s compliance with the terms and conditions of the 
contribution agreements,” Joazard-Bélizaire wrote. “In general, the 
recipient compliance audits are not published.” 
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