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‘Obviously I would like to stay’: Canes’ brass should prioritize Niederreiter deal 

A Godsend to the Canes back in 2019, Nino Niederreiter 
should be priority number one for Carolina’s offseason. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

When Don Waddell and company made a trade to deal 
Victor Rask to the Minnesota Wild back in January of 2019, 
they struck gold in a way that nobody really saw coming.  

Back to Carolina in the deal was Nino Niederreiter, who 
instantly boosted his play and became a game changer for 
the Hurricanes as he and the team went on to make four 
straight playoff appearances for the first time since 
relocation. 

In 2019 after getting traded, Niederreiter posted 14 goals and 
30 points in just 36 games for the Canes. Both of those goals 
greatly exceeded his 46-game total with Minnesota that year. 
After a bit of regression in 2019-20, Niederreiter posted 34 
points in 56 games in 2021 before tallying 44 points in 75 
games this past season.  

In this year’s postseason, Niederreiter scored four goals for 
the Canes, tied for second most on the team behind only 
Vincent Trocheck.  

He played all year, and all playoffs, alongside Jordan Staal 
and Jesper Fast as a key piece of Carolina’s most consistent 
two-way line, the most reliable group the Canes put on the 
ice come May.  

“A big part is that we’ve all been in the league for quite some 
time,” Staal said. “We all know what to expect from one 
another. We all know what it takes every day to come in and 
go to work. We talked a lot on the ice about what we could 
do to do better. We had to remind ourselves not just to shut 
the other top line down but to produce. That mindset helps.” 

But now, Niederreiter’s contract in Carolina is up, as he 
heads into unrestricted free agency looking to cash in on 
some of the success that he has had with the Hurricanes 
over the last three and a half seasons.  

As for Niederreiter, he wants to be back with the Canes. 

“Obviously I would like to stay here,” Niederreiter said. “I 
enjoy the group. I love living down here. The fans are great. 
But at the end of the day, it’s not really just on me.” 

On the other side of that equation is Waddell and the Canes’ 
brass, who also expressed their interest in keeping 
Niederreiter around.  

“We certainly hope [Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck] are 
back, but it takes two sides,” Waddell said. “I’ll have more 

dialogue with their agents here in a little bit and see where 
we are at. We like our hockey club, and those guys play key 
positions for us up front, key roles. It’s in our best interest to 
see if we can bring them both back.” 

And as far as the head coach is concerned, the feeling is the 
same. 

“I want all of the guys back,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “Don is 
the one who has to figure it all out. We’ve got a good group, 
and I like the fact that we’ve come this far. Everyone here is 
leaving disappointed and that’s good. We have to find the 
way to punch through.” 

If only it were as simple as that.  

Obviously there is so much more that goes into re-signing 
guys. The money and length of contract matters most. 
Niederreiter did say he would be open to signing before the 
UFA period opens up, and while he said every guy would 
prefer a long-term deal that he just wants to win and that the 
chance to win in Carolina is great.  

Niederreiter has been an integral part of what the Hurricanes 
have done over the past four years, and he’s a guy that 
should be very, very high on Carolina’s priority list when it 
comes down to who to sign and who to let walk.  

Keeping Niederreiter around would be huge for the Canes. 
He’s built up a rapport with the fans. He plays a big role on 
arguably the Canes’ most important line. He’s a nice guy, 
and he’s a really good hockey player.  

“Yeah, that guy has to stick around,” Staal said. “He’s 
obviously a heck of a player and a lot of fun to play with. He 
does everything really well. He’s going to be a big part of this 
group if he can stick around and help us win.” 

But now, as Niederreiter said, it takes two to tango. Cap 
space will be tight, and with other free agents like Trocheck 
and Tony DeAngelo in the mix as well, there are decisions to 
be made by the Hurricanes’ leadership.  

And while those decisions are tough, keeping Niederreiter 
around makes a lot of sense. He’s done a ton already for the 
franchise with his play, and there’s certainly more to give.  

“Obviously once I got traded here we were far away from a 
playoff spot. We found a way to get in,” Niederreiter said. “It 
was quite a ride that year to get to the conference finals. 
Over the last little bit, you can feel the whole energy 
changing the city and within our team that the expectation is 
to go far each and every year. It’s definitely a cool thing to be 
a part of.”
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Lyon, Wolves one win from Finals 

Lyon earns the shutout while Panik, Lodnia and Noesen 
provide the offense  

Goaltender Alex Lyon rejected all 23 shots he faced to 
backstop the Chicago Wolves to a 3-0 victory Wednesday 
night at Stockton Arena in Game 3 of the Western 
Conference Finals. 

Forwards Richard Panik, Ivan Lodnia and Stefan Noesen 
scored for the Wolves (9-1), who get their chance to sweep 
the best-of-7 series at 9 p.m. Friday. If they win Game 4, 
then they’ll advance to the eighth league championship final 
in the organization’s 28-year history. 

Lyon stood strong early as Stockton (6-4) came out strong 
on its home ice, but the Wolves collectively grew stronger as 
the game wore on. 

Panik delivered the game’s first goal with 46 seconds left in 
the second period. Captain Andrew Poturalski and alternate 
captain Stefan Noesen led a voracious forecheck and 
Poturalski swiped the puck behind Stockton’s net. As the 
battle continued, Noesen raced to the bottom of the left 
circle, collected the puck and sent a touch pass to Panik at 
the faceoff dot. Panik ripped a one-timer that went bar-down. 

The Wolves created the momentum for that goal two minutes 
earlier with a crucial 5-on-3 penalty kill. Defenseman Jalen 
Chatfield and center Spencer Smallman were among the 
Wolves who sold out to block shots on the kill. 

Lodnia delivered a valuable insurance goal at 5:45 of the 
third. On the backcheck, Lodnia swiped the puck from a 
Stockton forward at the blue line, carried it into the offensive 
zone and dished to Noel Gunler along the right half-wall. 
Gunler flicked a backhand pass to the high slot for Vasili 
Ponomarev, who spied Lodnia staring at an empty net from 
the bottom of the left circle. Lodnia swatted the pass home 
for his second goal of the postseason and a 2-0 lead. 

Stockton pulled goaltender Dustin Wolf with more than three 
minutes left in an effort to erase the Wolves’ two-goal lead, 
but Noesen took advantage of the empty net. While sliding 
on his belly, Noesen fended off a defender and steered 
home a goal with 32 seconds to go. 

Lyon (8-1) delivered his first postseason shutout after resting 
in Monday’s Game 2. Wolf (6-4) finished with 27 saves for 
the Heat. 

The Wolves stay in Stockton for Game 4 at 9 p.m. Friday and 
Game 5, if necessary, at 8 p.m. Saturday. If the series 
requires more than five games, then the Wolves host Game 
6 Tuesday, June 14, and Game 7 Wednesday, June 15. To 
find the best deals on tickets, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/8/23159733/obviously-i-would-like-to-stay-canes-brass-should-prioritize-niederreiter-deal 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/08/lyon-wolves-one-win-from-finals/ 
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NHL Draft prospects who missed the top 100, but should still be followed 

 

Scott Wheeler 

18-22 minutes 08/06/2022 

 

Every year it’s the same. I drop my final top 100 ranking for the draft and 
among the first comments are questions about the prospects who weren’t 
listed. 

What do you think of Player X? 

I saw Player Y in your honourable mentions, was he close?  

I’ve seen Player Z on a lot of lists. What made you exclude him? 

Messages usually follow from their coaches, managers, or agents if they 
believe I’m too low on their guy. 

And I wouldn’t have it any other way. One of the very best things about 
working at The Athletic is the knowledge and interest our readers have. 
To respond to those cravings, I annually write this piece as part of my 
draft package, highlighting some of the intriguing near misses who’d fit 
into the final tier of my ranking. 

In this year’s top 100, I outlined that that final tier began at 91 and ran 
beyond the list. So here are full scouting reports, with video, on 10 of the 
prospects I debated ranking in that 91-100 range. These are kids I’d 
listen to arguments on over the names that snuck into the tail end of my 
board. 

Isaiah George — LHD, London Knights, six-feet 

There may not be a team in junior hockey that uses its players based on 
their age and experience more (or less)  than the Knights. Rookies have 
to earn it and often don’t play as much as their talent should warrant. 
Veterans play a lot, especially veteran defencemen. And George feels 
like he’s got all of the tools he needs to develop quickly and really take 
off and run with the ice time that will inevitably come for him next year 
and especially the year after. 

When comfort turned into confidence and then ambition this season, 
George, started to really take charge of shifts on both side of the puck. 
Defensively, he’s a strong, sturdy, mobile presence back there. 
Offensively, he can carry the puck off the line and transition it. There are 
times when he can look a little out of sorts/late on reads inside the 
defensive zone, but there’s a lot to like about the tools and the way he 
started to use them as the year progressed. 

Here’s that growing confidence off the line (he actually looks a little too 
eager here and was walking into trouble if he didn’t narrowly get that shot 
off). George is No. 4. 

But watch the way he powers up ice here with his long skating stride. 

Liam Steele — RHD, Stanstead College, 6-foot-4 

Steele’s a fascinating player and story and if I were confident he’d be 
picked I’d selfishly hang onto it and write it after he’s drafted. But whether 
he gets drafted is very much a toss-up. 

Steele was born in Toronto to parents from South Africa and Ireland and 
began his minor hockey career in Canada, but moved to England at nine 
and was developed entirely there from age nine through 16 until August 
of 2020 when the pandemic struck. Hockey was obviously not going to 
be a priority as they navigated it, and, in search of a place to play, he 
wrote Stanstead College (which plays in the prep school circuit in 
Canada out of Quebec). 

After a leap of faith from both sides, he came over. 

“I literally watched two and a half minutes on YouTube on him, Zoomed 
the family, and said ‘There’s definitely skill here. What will happen after 
that I’m not completely sure of but we’ll play him,'” Stanstead head coach 
Matthew Thompson said on a recent phone call. “And the rest has been 
what it’s been. There was no crystal ball other than a right-shot, 6-foot-4 
defenceman who was pulling off moves against little British kids that 
looked pretty good.” 

That development path clouds whether or not he’ll be picked and it’s 
made even more complicated by the fact that even in the last two years 
over here, he has only played 30 total games in North America. That’s 
because Stanstead didn’t play in 2020-21 due to the pandemic, and then 
he missed two portions of this season due to a combination of injury (he 
was hit from behind late in a game in the Toronto area early on in the 
season, which sidelined him with a shoulder strain) and then international 
events (twice he left to play for Great Britain in their Division 2A U18 and 
U20 tournaments). 

I know there are a few teams that have interest and have done their due 
diligence, but the team that drafts him is probably going to have to wait 
five or six years to know what they have. 

The appeal of his raw package of tools is real, though. Steele’s a big, 
long defenceman with skill and confidence who posted 30 points in 30 
games in the Canadian prep circuit, captained Stanstead this year, wants 
to take over games and make big plays when he’s on the ice, and often 
does. 

Plays like this cross-ice feed really jumped out at me when I reviewed 
some of his tape. This is a heck of a pass and an even better job to see it 
and make it as quickly as he does. Watch how he looks for his man 
before the puck even lands on his stick at the point. 

Next year, he’ll play for the Chilliwack Chiefs in the Jr. A BCHL. As with 
Stanstead, staff at Cornell University, where he’s next committed to play, 
recruited him before he ever played a game in North America. 

Here’s Thompson on Steele as a player and kid: 

“I’ve been at this level for 12 years and he’s one of the most interesting 
prospects I’ve ever come across for sure. He’s obviously extremely big at 
6-foot-4 and 215-220 (pounds), and he just does things that other people 
don’t do with the puck. If he grew up in Canada, a lot of his creativity 
through the way that we coach hockey over here would have been taken 
away. But because he played over there and he was so good, he 
basically got to be a rover and just play with the puck because he always 
had the puck on his stick. And today, he still has a little bit of that rover. 
To me, there’s a little Dustin Byfuglien. Maybe not the physicality but 
there is some mean there. And he has just evolved into this guy who can 
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create a highlight-reel play all of the time but is also pretty good away 
from the puck defensively. It’s like a unicorn story in so many ways. 

“He’s an intense kid. Very likable. Very coachable. He has had to learn 
what it means to play hockey in a hockey country, but he has been 
receptive to those things. One of the things we battled with him early was 
knowing the time on the clock — knowing when it’s time to toe drag at 
your blue line and when you just have to make sure the puck gets past 
the blue line. And I think he showed really good signs in that but it’s still 
in his game that he makes a poor decisions at times. That’s a product of 
his environment growing up but it’s also the reason that we’re talking 
about him because he’s able to do those things.” 

Michael Fisher — RHD, St. Mark’s School, 6-foot-2 

Fisher’s a tricky player to evaluate in this draft class because where 
some kids going the high school route also have some USHL reps in, his 
evaluation sample is exclusive to St. Mark’s School, a dominant prep 
school program where he scored 13 goals and 50 points in 28 games as 
a defenceman this year. He’s committed to Northeastern University and 
is listed in some places online as going there next year, but he told me 
he’s going to spend the season in the USHL as a stopgap. Fisher was 
one of — if not the — top performers at the scouting combine, with a top 
25 score in 14 of 16 tests and the best score in two (he was fastest in 
both right and left agility). 

That’s reflected in the athletic makeup of his frame (a muscular 193 
pounds) and game. 

I asked him to give me his scouting report and this is how he answered: 
“I’m a two-way defenceman. One of my biggest assets is my skating. 
That in tandem with my size, it’s hard to find someone at that size who 
can skate like me. I think that plays to my advantage. Over the summer, I 
want to work on offensive poise and fundamentals.” 

I agree with that descriptor, and would also note that he defends well 
because of his strength and skating, and can make the aggressive play 
on offence (with the puck attacking or off of it to roam off the line when 
openings present themselves) or defence (with a quick closeout/active 
stick). He’s going to take some refining and I narrowly left him off of my 
list because I just want to see if he maintains his active play style against 
tougher competition or has to change his game, but the makings of a 
legit prospect are all there. 

Servác Petrovsky — C, Owen Sound Attack, 5-foot-10 

Petrovsky was almost the fifth Slovak to make my board. He doesn’t turn 
18 until August and was one of the top 17-year-old producers in the OHL, 
with 30 goals and 60 points in a combined 72 regular season and playoff 
games as one of Owen Sound’s top forwards. He was also used, as an 
import rookie no less, on the team’s penalty kill to success — and was a 
driver of underlying results. Petrovsky’s a talented player and finisher 
who can quickly end plays in the home plate area or begin them on the 
perimeter in control. He’s got a quick release, soft hands and feel for the 
puck, and good speed through cuts and directional changes (more than 
straight line explosiveness). I’m looking forward to tracking his 
progression next year. 

Luca Hauf — C, Krefeld Pinguine, 5-foot-11 

The second-best prospect out of Germany in this draft class, I wonder if a 
kid like Hauf is almost hurt by not being the same level of prospect as his 
countryman Julian Lutz. If enough scouts are thinking, “Lutz is a mid-
round guy and Hauf isn’t him, and that means he’s not a draft pick” that’s 
a tough knee-jerk reaction to overcome. And it’s really only something 
that players coming from countries where there aren’t many comparables 
have to contend with when you think about it. It’s almost too easy for 
people to draw the parallel when there are only two or three players in a 
cohort. 

But I like Hauf and would strongly consider him in the draft’s later rounds. 
If you just watched his DEL play with Krefeld you might not see it. There 
were a lot of long shots because he didn’t feel comfortable attacking at 
pro defencemen and he looked mostly ineffective playing very limited 
minutes (anywhere from dressing and not playing a shift to a season-high 
of 11:18). But he torched Germany’s junior league for 14 points in just 
three games this year and was a top player at both of the lower rung 
professional levels he played at in Germany. 

Hauf’s got a base and strong build, which allows him to play through 
bumps. He’s patient with the puck. And he just plays an honest, diligent 
game that should make him a good professional player and a long shot 
for a role as a complementary bottom-six guy. 

Jere Lassila — C, JYP, 5-foot-9 

Lassila, who captained the Finns at U18 worlds and the Hlinka Gretzky 
Cup, and has worn a letter for the 2004 age group as far back as the 
2020 Youth Olympic Games. Internationally, he has always performed 
well and centred the top line at U18s, where he was quite effective as a 
foil to Finnish star Joakim Kemell. I’ve always felt he was good at 
everything and tended to spend his shifts in the offensive zone as a 
result, but in recent video sessions I’ve also grown fonder of his play in 
transition and his ability to make skill plays. He created a lot this year on 
breakaways and attacking sequences. The problem with Lassila’s 
projection is that while he’s going to likely play atop lineups in offensive 
roles in mid-level pro leagues, he’s not going to be that guy if he makes 
the NHL. The good news, though, is that he might give himself a shot as 
a depth call-up type with his well-regarded approach, leadership skills, 
and roundedness. He’s also strong on his feet, with a wide base. 

Here’s that transition game that really began to catch my attention 
though. 

Jake Livanavage — LHD, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 

Livanavage, who led all under-18 USHL defenceman in scoring this 
season with 45 points in 61 games, earned the nickname “roadrunner” 
with the Steel for his active, moving style. 

He’s small in height and physical maturity (with a listed weight of 157 
pounds), but he’s a heady, inventive problem-solver who can navigate 
play with the puck on his stick or by using his feet to create and draw 
eyes to him and then execute a pass through to the weak side of 
coverage. I’m not entirely sure yet what his projection is, which is why he 
didn’t make my list (I wonder if he’ll just become a top college D who 
doesn’t become more than an AHLer) but there are a lot of redeeming 
qualities to his game and he plays hockey the way it’s trending. 

Here’s some of that inventiveness (he’s No. 7 in both clips) at play as he 
slides off the line to the slot, shows shot, brings people into him, and then 
holds the puck instead of shooting to spin and make a little drop pass off 
of his backhand. 

And watch the way he takes the puck from the right-wing wall to attack 
the middle on entry and then hit the streaker here. 

Kocha Delic — C, Sudbury Wolves, 5-foot-10 

The more I watched Delic this year, the more I began to wonder if his 
higher energy, up-tempo, active style might just work. He’s got really 
quick feet through a rushed crossover (and a quick forward push, frankly) 
style that turns into a gallop, and he catches your eye flying around the 
ice. Because of his speed, he can also penalty kill by getting into lanes to 
block shots and race down pucks. He goes to the dirty areas, he’s strong 
for his size, he’s got skill in all of that buzzing. He’s going to be a very 
good junior player in Sudbury and I left him off my list because I’m not 
sure whether he’s talented enough to become more than a busy AHL 
forward, but he’ll get the most out of his game with his effort and skating 
and I’d consider drafting him near the end of the draft. 

Michael La Starza — RW/LW, Sioux Falls Stampede, 5-foot-11 

Ła Starza’s a tricky one. He’s a kid I’ve been hearing about since his 
days as a star minor hockey player in Quebec and then at Shattuck St. 
Mary’s who committed early to Boston University. But his second season 
in the USHL  was a complicated one that included a trade between two 
weak teams (which raised eyebrows because that’s pretty rare) and a dip 
in production with the second. He finished the season with 44 points in 
57 games split between Waterloo and Sioux Falls and was the top-
producing forward in both. 

From a pure skill perspective, he’s more talented than his production. La 
Starza is an extremely patient winger who does an excellent job hanging 
onto pucks, waiting for the play to develop, and then making things 
happen exactly when he decides a play is ready to be made. 
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That’s particularly evident in transition, where he makes a lot of little 
delay plays turning a north-south entry into an east-to-west carry and for 
a drop. 

Very similar play here, too, only he’s going right into coverage for the 
drop instead of across it. 

Despite only having scored 16 goals (a byproduct of the talent around 
him in large part), he’s also got a sneaky shot. 

Watch the way he whips through this high-slot goal. 

Or the way he attacks off of the wall into a natural in-motion shooting 
pattern here. 

Those attacking sequences off the wall are pretty routine in his game too. 
He wants to take pucks off the perimeter and drive them into dangerous 
areas, even if that doesn’t show itself in a bulldozing way. Love the way 
he pulls play to the inside and then hits the high-slot guy here. 

I won’t be surprised if La Starza becomes a top offensive player in 
college as a junior or senior. 

Josh Nadeau — RW/LW, Penticton Vees, 5-foot-7 

The only reason Nadeau — who scored 52 goals and 96 points in a 
combined 71 regular season and playoff games playing on a line with his 
younger brother Bradley this year and is committed to the University of 
Maine Black Bears — isn’t on the top 100 list and isn’t even ranked by 
NHL Central Scouting, is because of his size. And while I hate myself for 
excluding him on that basis, the reality is that he’s up against some long 
odds (he even looks pretty slight for his size out there, with his jersey 
billowing around his frame). Still, he’s one of the players who most often 
pulled me out of my seat when I watched him play this year. It doesn’t 
take long before you realize that he’s dynamic in multiple ways 
offensively. And instead of giving you the full scouting report and having 
you dismiss it because of his size, I’m going to show you and hope to 
leave a stronger impression, because he’s got just about every weapon 
you’d hope for out of a tiny playmaker. 

He’ll beat you with a curl-and-drag. 

He’ll beat you with a nasty shot through a defender in motion. 

He’ll hide in coverage and beat you cleanly with a powerful wrister. 

When the shot isn’t there, he’ll beat you one-on-one with some of the 
best hands and craftiness in the draft. 

If you try to defend against him going through with his hands, he goes 
around you with his light crossover skating stride into a different shot type 
than all of those above, the chip. 

When the chip isn’t there, he’ll beat you with a tuck. 

When he can’t beat you out wide with a weaving skating pattern, he’ll 
push right through the guts of the ice from his goal line to the front of the 
net with his fast straight-line speed. 

And then he’ll also surprise you when he beats with his sticktoitiveness, 
semi-regularly making something out of nothing sliding between checks 
on the cycle. 

He’s going to have to score his way up levels and then that still might not 
be enough to become more than a AAAA guy, but I’ll be damned if he 
isn’t fun to watch. 
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Which NHL Draft prospects have the most upside? Corey Pronman ranks 
the top 31 

 

Corey Pronman 

13-17 minutes 08/06/2022 

 

I’ve decided to try a new idea: a draft ranking based on pure upside. In 
other words, ranking players by the best case scenario in their projection. 

To be clear, this is not a new draft list for me. I put one out last week and 
that is my actual list. What is different about this list? This is how I would 
rank the draft-eligibles based purely on how I rate the players’ tools, 
without incorporating any statistics and performances at various events 
and within their club teams as I do with my actual list. 

Thus, just based on the prospects’ traits, here is how I would list them. 

1. Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP-USHL 

When I pose the question to scouts: “Who has the most potential in this 
draft to be a NHL star?” the answer is almost always Logan Cooley. He’s 
not that big, but he’s a dynamic combination of speed, skill and offensive 
creativity to go with a high compete level. He’s not my No. 1 ranked 
player in the draft because he doesn’t have that kind of track record, but 
he absolutely has the potential to pop and become a star No. 1 center 
who teams build their franchise around. 

2. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liiga 

Slafkovsky is a player built for this type of list. As a 6-foot-4 forward who 
can skate and has a lot of skill and scoring ability, he passes every 
aesthetic test for the NHL as a potential star. He didn’t produce huge 
numbers in Liiga albeit playing on a top team, but he has shown the skill 
level is very high at various tournaments throughout the season including 
versus men. 

3. Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Gauthier has everything you look for in an NHL player. He’s 6-foot-2, is a 
strong skater, has offensive skill, an elite shot, and provides value at both 
ends of the ice. He kept growing on me as the season went along. His 
numbers aren’t gaudy this season, hence not being this high on my 
actual big board, but if we fast forwarded five to 10 years and you told me 
he turned into a perennial All-Star I wouldn’t blink. 

4. Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

The projected No. 1 pick comes in at No. 4 in this exercise, and despite 
not having the most incredible draft season, him being this high should 
tell you there is still a lot to like about this player tools-wise. He has a lot 
of NHL assets, with his feet, hands, brain, shot and compete all being 
NHL quality, and with no discernible weakness. It’s not a toolkit that gets 
you riled up at No. 1 overall, but it’s a clear top pick set of abilities to go 
with an elite track record. 

5. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Avangard-VHL 

Miroshnichenko was a top 5 player for me prior to his Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma diagnosis. He was rated that high due to a very well-rounded 
pro toolkit, showing NHL speed, skill, frame, an elite shot and a great 
motor. Obviously his health is the main thing we’re all concerned about 
and why he won’t go close to this range on draft day, but Miroshnichenko 
thankfully has been making positive progress in dealing with his illness. 

6. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czechia 

Jiricek is a 6-foot-3 defenseman with legit offensive ability. He can make 
plays, has a great point shot, and is hard to play against physically. He’s 
not the prettiest skater but almost every other attribute in his game yells 
high in the lineup NHL defenseman. 

7. Simon Nemec. RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Nemec doesn’t have the pure physical package that some of the players 
ranked right ahead of him do in terms of great size or skating, but when 
you watch him his pure skill/IQ combo is quite evident. He’s the best 
puck-mover on defense in the draft and has PP1 potential in the NHL. 

8. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

Despite Yurov barely getting ice time in the KHL this season and having 
a very good albeit not amazing season at the junior level, scouts rate 
Yurov highly because of how talented he is. He’s one of the best stick 
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handlers in the draft, he can skate, he competes well enough at both 
ends and has decent size with a frame you expect will fill out with time. 

9. Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands-SHL 

Bichsel is a 6-foot-5 defenseman with decent mobility who plays hard. 
When you watch him on the ice he’s easy to dream on and imagine a 
world where he becomes the next Darnell Nurse or the like. He didn’t 
have a big statistical season though, and exactly how much offense/how 
pure a puck-mover he is versus men is the debate on him and why I don’t 
have him rated this high on my actual list. 

10. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Savoie is a very talented offensive player. He skates quite well, has great 
puck skills, high-end vision and can shoot the puck too. He has 
everything you want except the frame as he measures in at about 5-foot-
9. Despite his lack of size he measures up well on a list like this because 
of all the other assets he has. 

11. Jani Nyman, LW, Koovee-Mestis 

Nyman has a chance to be a first round pick but he’ll probably go in the 
second. Although he was quite productive versus men in Finland’s 
second tier league he didn’t really have a big season between his club or 
international play. He’s rated this high though because as a large, highly 
skilled winger who can score goals there is a lot about his game to 
project. He’s a very young 2004 birthdate too so there could be a lot of 
projection in Nyman’s game. 

12. Kirill Dolzhenkov, RW, CSKA-MHL 

Dolzhenkov is a mountain of a man at 6-foot-6 and has legit offensive 
skill and playmaking to go with his massive frame. There aren’t a lot of 
NHL forwards who look like him, but when you watch him play the pro 
upside and abilities he has stand out even though his skating needs a lot 
of work. He played on a top junior team but didn’t put up big numbers 
and we didn’t get to see him in international play to see how he’d fare in 
a different context. He’s going to be a big swing type of pick for an 
organization. 

13. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle-SHL 

Kasper won’t be the best on his NHL team at any one thing, but he’s got 
a well-rounded skill set that will accomplish a lot as a pro. He can skate 
and handle pucks like an NHLer. He sees the ice well and can finish 
plays. He competes hard and has an edge in his game. I don’t know if his 
scoring numbers will ever be incredible, but when you watch him you can 
envision someone having a long career. 

14. Daniil Zhilkin, C, Guelph-OHL 

Coming into the season I thought Zhilkin would be a comfortable first 
round pick. He looked like a prospect with all the attributes. He has 
decent size down the middle, a very high skill level, good feet, a strong 
shot and overall offensive IQ. The production didn’t come this season. 
He’d show you stretches of what he could be, but he was wildly 
inconsistent. 

15. Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping-Sweden Jr. 

It’s easy to watch Bystedt and imagine what he could be in the NHL as a 
6-foot-3 center who can move and has some offense. When he’s flying 
up the ice and making a play or scoring a goal from the dots you can 
think of a world where he becomes an important player for an NHL team. 
Those moments were infrequent though and there were games I barely 
noticed him. 

16. Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle-WHL 

Korchinski stands out when you watch him. He always has the puck on 
his stick as a mobile defenseman with great hands and offensive 
instincts. When you combine that with a 6-foot-2 frame the tools are easy 
to see, and and it’s easy to think of a scenario where he becomes a 
quality top four defenseman in the NHL even if he’s never an all-world 
defender. 

17. Jiri Kulich, LW, Karlovy Vary-Czechia 

I wouldn’t have thought Kulich would slot this highly on a pure tools 
ranking most of the season, but after how good he looked at the U18s in 

Germany I have no issue slotting him here. He looks like a very well-
rounded offensive player who can beat you with speed, skill, playmaking, 
his shot or through his compete. 

18. Cam Lund, RW, Green Bay-USHL 

From the first time I saw Cam Lund in the summer through the end of the 
season he always popped off the page to me. When you have his 6-foot-
2 frame and can skate like he can and bring legit offensive touch to the 
table it’s hard not to spot that guy on the ice. His effort level wavers and 
he didn’t score close to a first round pick type of player in the USHL this 
season, but if he hits you’ll get a player. He’s a June 2004 birthday so I 
can see the argument to bet on the projection with him too. 

19. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw-OHL 

Mintyukov wasn’t hard to spot on the ice during Saginaw games. He was 
the defenseman with a decent frame who could skate and was constantly 
activating into attacks and making plays. He’s an easy player to like, and 
it’s easy to see the offensive potential he has. He’ll have to learn to reign 
in his style as he gets to the pros but there are a lot of traits to work with 
for an NHL team. 

20. Frank Nazar. C, USNTDP-USHL 

Nazar lacks the frame of many of those above him on this type of list, but 
what he does have is a ton of speed and he brings a lot of offense. Nazar 
can make the flashy plays, but he also plays with courage and attacks 
the high percentage areas with frequency leading him to standing out 
often in my viewings. 

21. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Geekie is a tall center with very good puck skills and offensive IQ. The 
argument for me about why Geekie should be a high pick revolves less 
around how he looked this season and what he could be. Due to playing 
on a stacked team to go with his heavy feet and average compete he 
didn’t have a huge season, but you can envision him being a great pro 
and really popping in the future. 

22. Matyas Sapovaliv, C, Saginaw-OHL 

Sapovaliv doesn’t have as much name recognition as someone like 
Conor Geekie, but as a 6-foot-3 center with good hands and vision who 
can play at both ends of the ice he is a player getting a lot of NHL 
attention. Given he doesn’t skate well and I didn’t love his performances 
in junior or internationally when I watched him I’m not as high on him as 
some scouts I talk to, but I admit there is a lot of potential in his game if 
he hits. 

23. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

From a pure skating/skill standpoint, Mateychuk is one of the most 
talented defensemen in the class. He can make plays off the rush and 
from the offensive blue line that few others in the class can. The skating 
gets you excited about his NHL projection, but there is also a reality that 
he’s a 5-foot-11 defenseman and not many of those become top players 
in the NHL. 

24. Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Luneau is a player who I struggled rating all season. I like the idea of 
him, as a 6-foot-2 right-shot defenseman with legit puck-moving touch 
and a hard point shot. I didn’t love his season overall though. It was fine 
but he didn’t jump off the page to me when I watched mostly due to his 
skating. He has first-round tools — I will admit that even if I didn’t think he 
had a first-round caliber season. 

25. Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans-Liiga 

Some may be surprised to see Lambert so low given how talented he is. 
He’s a fantastic skater with a lot of offensive skill. Him being only at 25 
shows you how I thought he looked this season, with very inconsistent 
effort in club play, and how much my top 15 ranking on my actual list is a 
deference to what I’ve seen him do over time. 

26. Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

McGroarty has a good toolkit. He has offensive skill, he can create and 
finish plays and generated a lot of offense for the USNTDP this season. 
He’s rated higher on my actual list than he is here though because the 
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tools don’t jump out that much to you, due to his iffy skating stride. He 
was so consistent this season though, speaking to how good his 
compete level is and how he always wanted to make a difference in a 
game. 

27. Devin Kaplan, RW, USNTDP-USHL 

Whenever I’ve watched Kaplan over the last two years I’ve come away 
quite impressed by the skill set. As a tall forward with good puck skills 
who can create offense there is a lot of potential in his game. His 
performance this season was quite inconsistent offensively, even if I saw 
other elements like how he uses his body. If he puts it all together an 
NHL team could get a real player. 

28. Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle-WHL 

Schaefer is a player who steadily won me over this season. He’s not an 
overly flashy offensive player, but he has skill and scoring ability to go 
with a large frame. He plays hard and seems to always impose his way 
onto a game. There isn’t a long track record of him being a legit scorer, 
but if he turned into a solid NHL player I wouldn’t be shocked. 

29. Daniil Ivanov, LHD, Spartak Moscow-MHL 

Ivanov is highly intriguing as a 6-foot-4 defenseman who moves well for 
his size and shows some offense. There were shifts when he’s carrying 
the puck up ice with speed or closing onto a check with force that you 
could easily see him in the NHL. I didn’t see him play that well 
consistently and when he played with the Russian U20 team at the end 
of the season I thought he was just OK. I didn’t rate him high on my 
actual list but I could buy the upside bet on him. 

30. Viktor Neuchev, RW, Yekaterinburg-MHL 

Neuchev was a fun player to watch this season. It felt every time he got 
the puck in the offensive zone he could create a highlight reel moment 
due to his excellent stick handling and scoring ability. His skating needs 
work and his effort level wavers, but there is ability for him to pop and 
become a legit pro. 

31. Ben King, C, Red Deer-WHL 

A name off the beaten trail to wrap up this piece is a player who scored 
50 goals and 100 points in the WHL. King also has good size and plays 
the middle. When I watched him this season I liked the skill, the offensive 
sense and his ability to score from range. But he’s a third year eligible 
who doesn’t skate well and I don’t love his play away from the puck. 
Historically those types don’t translate to the pros so he didn’t even end 
up on my list, but I admit I liked him in instances and I could see him 
being a sleeper candidate. 
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What’s next for Claude Giroux and the Panthers? ‘I came to Florida to 
win a Cup’ 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

6-8 minutes 08/06/2022 

 

Claude Giroux isn’t quite sure what’s next for him. But he’s got an early 
idea of what he hopes it looks like: another crack at it with the Florida 
Panthers, if at all possible. 

“It definitely would interest me,” Giroux, 34, told The Athletic Tuesday 
afternoon from South Florida. “Since the first day I got here, from my 
teammates to the organization, it was a great experience. Obviously, it 
helps when you’re winning a lot of hockey games. 

“The full experience for me and my family, the organization did an 
unbelievable job.’’ 

Well and it just so happens the desire to keep it going is reciprocal. 
Sources say Panthers GM Bill Zito has told Giroux he hopes to find a 
way, if possible, to bring him back. But getting that done won’t be easy. 

The Panthers have more than a third of their entire roster on expiring 
contracts, plus Keith Yandle’s buyout cap charge next year is $5.4 
million, so there’s lots to do and a lot of moving parts. Panthers 
management is going to have to get creative to find a way to bring Giroux 
back. 

It probably means making a trade or two and we know, since Zito took 
over as GM, that he’s unafraid to wheel and deal. 

So stay tuned on whether the Panthers can make Giroux a contract offer 
before the opening of the UFA market July 13, but that seems to indeed 
be the plan if at all possible. 

For Giroux, there’s the allure of some unfinished business if he gets a 
chance to continue on with the Panthers. 

“Yeah. I came to Florida to win a Cup,” said the native of Hearst, Ont. 
“Obviously we weren’t able to do that. But at the same time, I think we 
learned a lot from the Washington series and also the Tampa series. 
We’ll see how the next month goes, but excited to see what’s going to 
happen here.’’ 

There’s also the idea that being able to play a normal season with the 
Panthers, and not just come on late via the trade deadline, would be nice 
to experience. It’s not easy coming on as a trade-deadline pickup and 
trying to fit in on a first-place team without rocking the boat. 

“You go on a team that’s been winning a lot, they have their thing going 
and you’re trying to get in there and make yourself as comfortable as 
possible and try to help out as much as you can, whatever that job is,” 
said Giroux, who had 23 points (3-20) in 18 regular-season games with 
the Panthers. “Obviously, it’s the first time I had to go through it. I 
definitely have more respect for the guys who have done it now. It’s 
definitely not easy.’’ 

Giroux also added eight points (3-5) in 10 playoff games. He remains a 
creative offensive player and a great faceoff guy, and the former captain 
comes with obvious leadership skills. He’s not the 102-point player of 
2017-18, of course, but his 65 points in 75 games this past season 
between the Flyers and Panthers proves he can bring it in a top-six role. 

My guess is a three-year deal would probably be ideal for Giroux and his 
young family — his two boys aged 34 months and 10 months, and his 
wife Ryanne. To put some roots down again. 

I took a wild guess at the key criteria for Giroux ahead of free agency and 
suggested to him that 1) the right fit for his family, and 2) the chance to 
win would weigh the most in his ultimate decision. 

“I think you’re right on the button there,” Giroux responded. “But as crazy 
as it might sound, I haven’t really talked about it or thought about it yet. I 
think it’s very important to have a few weeks to turn off the brain before 
you go back to thinking business, before you go back to training. A little 
time off is very important so you don’t go crazy. 

“Me and my family, we’ll obviously talk about it, do a little bit of homework 
and see how things are going. But I’ve definitely enjoyed my time in 
Florida.’’ 

Giroux and family are headed back to their offseason home in the Ottawa 
area this weekend. There’s been some chatter among Senators fans 
about the idea of Giroux landing there as a UFA to help the rebuilding 
Sens along. I actually think it isn’t a crazy thought but perhaps makes 
more sense in a few years instead of now. Giroux wants to win a Cup so 
bad right now. 

Giroux told his agent Pat Brisson he would take a few weeks off before 
circling back to the offseason UFA game plan. But again, there’s no 
question the first objective is to see if they can work out something with 
Florida, which Brisson also confirmed on Tuesday was the first objective 
for them. 

If not, the UFA market beckons for the first time in Giroux’s career. Which 
would be nerve-wracking but also exciting all at once, Giroux said. Just 
like getting traded for the first time in his all-star NHL career was both 
beyond stressful yet exciting. 
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“My first week in Florida, I felt just like I did my first week in the NHL. I 
was excited,’’ Giroux said. “I just felt like I was 20 again.’’ 

It’s no wonder Giroux wants to de-compress right now — it’s been a 
season full of events. Captains don’t get traded every day. It was his first-
ever trade, saying goodbye to the only NHL franchise he had known, 
playing in game No. 1,000 just before the trade happened, then the blur 
of trying to fit in with the first-place Panthers. It was a busy year. 

“Yeah, it was very emotional,’’ Giroux said. “I mean, I’m getting traded 
from Philly, and been there for a long time, trying to fit in with the 
Panthers. Emotionally I feel like I didn’t really have time to kind of realize 
what was happening, because everything was happening so quick.’’ 

He’s finally been able to sit back and take stock in it all. 

Now comes the next chapter. 

Giroux has always played with a chip on his shoulder, wanting to prove 
people wrong since his youth hockey days when he went undrafted in the 
Ontario Hockey League and made the Hull Olympiques (now Gatineau) 
of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League as a walk-on. Then became 
a first-round NHL pick of the Flyers. 

No doubt some people will wonder what’s left in the tank for the 34-year-
old forward. Don’t bet against him is all I would say. 

“I always feel like I have something to prove,’’ Giroux said. “That’s kind of 
a good thing when you have that motivation to push yourself. 

“I don’t know how many years I got left, but I’m sure going to give it all I 
got here.’’ 
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ESPN / Under-the-radar stars of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs, including 
Artturi Lehkonen, Frank Vatrano 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs have blessed us with some superb -- if 
expected -- production from the game's biggest stars. For Connor 
McDavid, Andrei Vasilevskiy, Mika Zibanejad, Leon Draisaitl, Cale Makar 
and Nathan MacKinnon (and many more), we are grateful. 

However, it's time we raise awareness about the players who came into 
the postseason with much less acclaim. 

Unheralded performers have punctuated every series from the first round 
to the conference finals. They've picked up the slack, managed big 
workloads, pulled off gutsy moves and provided game-changing 
contributions you won't find on the scoresheet. 

In short, these players have been -- or continue to be -- under-the-radar 
stars. And the list is long. 

We're highlighting six of these players to whom attention must be paid, 
for all the underappreciated excellence they've added in this postseason: 

Artturi Lehkonen, LW, Colorado Avalanche 

Let's start by stating the obvious: Avalanche GM Joe Sakic nailed the 
Artturi Lehkonen trade. 

Swapping prospect Justin Barron and a second-round draft pick with 
Montreal for Lehkonen was as smart as Lehkonen plays on the ice. He 
has taken Colorado's offensive depth to another level, and his chemistry 
alongside Mikko Rantanen and Nazem Kadri -- prior to the latter's injury 
in Game 3 -- this postseason is off the charts. 

Their line had a breakout performance of sorts in Game 2 of the Western 
Conference finals against Edmonton, when that trio created all three 

goals (including one from Lehkonen) Colorado scored in the span of 2 
minutes, 4 seconds. 

Lehkonen is his unit's silent scoring machine. He's less flashy offensively 
but wields a hockey IQ that's hard to match. Lehkonen can assess how a 
play is developing and make the key read to set up a teammate's scoring 
chance or get a puck cleanly out of the zone. Because he is so good 
defensively, his role as a facilitator up front doesn't get enough attention. 
It's been a solid strength of his throughout these playoffs. 

Over Colorado's first 14 games, Lehkonen has six goals and five assists -
- including the series winner against the Oilers -- while averaging 16:46 
of ice time per game. The way Colorado's second line has come on takes 
the pressure off its top unit to always be producing, and Lehkonen's 
contributions have been paramount to lifting Rantanen out of a scoring 
slump. 

Now that Kadri may miss some additional time with an injury, there's 
more emphasis than ever on Colorado's depth. Don't sleep on Lehkonen 
the rest of the way here. He's an integral piece of the Avalanche puzzle. 

Frank Vatrano, C, New York Rangers 

The Rangers acquired Vatrano from Florida for a fourth-round pick ahead 
of the trade deadline to add more 5-on-5 scoring to their arsenal. Vatrano 
delivered in the regular season with a dozen even-strength points in 22 
games, while he and primary linemates Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad 
outscored opponents by an 11-5 margin at 5-on-5. 

Vatrano has continued that success in the postseason, where he has 
made key contributions for New York. Not just on the score sheet, either. 

Consider this sequence from Game 1 of Eastern Conference finals: 
Tampa controlled play in the first period until Vatrano backchecked in the 
defensive zone to knock a puck away from the ready-to-fire Ondrej Palat. 
It was a small -- but key -- decision that could go unnoticed but built to 
bigger things. Because moments later, it was Vatrano firing a wrister past 
Vasilevskiy to give New York a 2-1 lead in its eventual 6-2 victory. 

It's those little things that elevate Vatrano's often unheralded skill set. He 
has never been heralded as the most defensively sound player, but as 
the Rangers have rolled through this postseason, he has shown real 
improvement in that 200-foot game. Vatrano does what has been asked 
of him, whether that's getting in shot lanes (he averages over five 
blocked shots per game), being aggressive on the forecheck or just 
identifying key defensive moments to step up. 

The winger might not see his name up in lights, but make no mistake, 
Vatrano's a valuable player on the Rangers' stage. 

Ross Colton, LW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Listen, the Lightning have a lot of star power. It's their thing. They have 
also benefited from some criminally underrated playoff contributors. Ross 
Colton is one of them. 

Through 14 playoff games, Colton was tied for the second on the team in 
goals (five), and paced Tampa in game-winning goals (two; which is also 
second most in the postseason field). 

In Game 2 of the Lightning's second-round series against Florida, that 
was Colton scoring with 3.8 seconds left in regulation to push the 
Panthers one step closer to an eventual sweep. The scoring depth that a 
player like Colton provides is how Tampa Bay is back in the conference 
finals. 

Colton clearly learned a lot from his playoff experience last season. He 
appeared in just 30 regular-season games, then averaged over 10 
minutes per contest in each of Tampa's 23 outings en route to a Cup win. 
But there's no more "happy to be here" mentality in this 23-year-old. He 
has arrived to change the game. 

This postseason, Colton has been bumped up to nearly 14 minutes of ice 
time per game, and he has carved out a role on the power play (1:40 per 
game) while seeing action in more critical situations during games. He 
was a physical force in Game 2 of the conference finals against New 
York, and created some of the Lightning's best chances on Igor 
Shesterkin -- including a brilliant third-period setup from the slot -- in an 
eventual loss. He's also had critical moments in the team's wins in Game 
3 and 4, though they haven't dented the score sheet. 
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Yet for all Colton has to offer, he's as unsung as they come. 

Justin Faulk, D, St. Louis Blues 

There was a quintessential Faulk performance when St. Louis faced 
elimination in Game 5 of its second-round series against Colorado. 

The Blues had to claw their way out of a 3-0 second-period deficit, and it 
was Faulk who facilitated Jordan Kyrou's tying goal in the third. Then it 
was Faulk hustling end-to-end thwarting Gabriel Landeskog's empty-net 
attempt to get the Blues to overtime. And once there, it was Faulk holding 
the zone to tee up Tyler Bozak's game winner and prolong St. Louis' 
season for one more game. 

Faulk logged almost 30 minutes of ice time that night, and finished with 
one assist and one shot on goal. In the entire postseason, Faulk logged 
the sixth-heaviest workload among defenseman (25:58 TOI per game), 
scoring one goal and eight points in 12 games. 

However, his most critical contributions couldn't be seen in the box score. 

St. Louis' defense corps was maligned early in the regular season for 
being inconsistent, and Faulk was the steadying force required to 
eventually tighten that group into shape. Other than perhaps Ryan 
O'Reilly, Faulk emerged as the Blues' most important player this season, 
yet he has flown mostly under the radar. 

Faulk is the wise veteran who's one step ahead. He's anticipating, ready 
to pounce and make a play that creates something positive. Look at the 
goal he scored on Darcy Kuemper in Game 1 against Colorado, finding 
soft coverage in a dangerous area and catching the netminder off-guard. 
It's a testament to Faulk's hockey IQ, and he poured all those assets into 
St. Louis' run. 

Jake Oettinger, G, Dallas Stars 

Dallas entered the postseason as a wild-card team, and took the Pacific 
Division champion Calgary Flames all the way to overtime in Game 7 of 
their first-round series. 

The Stars fell in that extra frame. But the primary reason they were there 
at all was their goaltender. 

He was brilliant in the postseason, allowing just 13 goals in seven 
games, generating a .954 save percentage and 1.81 goals-against 
average -- the save percentage ranks as the best of any goalie this 
postseason. While top talents like Shesterkin and Vasilevskiy have 
demanded headlines, Oettinger's performance has become an 
afterthought. 

After the first two rounds of the playoffs, Oettinger still owned the best 
goals saved above expected (+14.6) of any postseason goalie. The next 
best? Shesterkin, at +11.9. 

Oettinger didn't get the goal support his star turn deserved against 
Calgary. Dallas gave up the second-most shots per game in the 
postseason (41.0) while averaging the fewest shots on goal (27.9) and 
managing more than one goal in only four of the seven outings. 

That just highlights even further how underappreciated Oettinger has 
been in the greater postseason conversation. He came close to single-
handedly stealing a series, and no other goalie can say that. 

Jeremy Swayman, G, Boston Bruins 

Boston coach Bruce Cassidy made one of the more underrated decisions 
of these playoffs when he handed the Bruins' net to Swayman. 

Linus Ullmark had a solid regular season (.917 save percentage, 2.45 
goals-against average) but faltered at the start of Boston's first-round 
series against Carolina. Cassidy tapped him for Games 1 and 2, and 
Ullmark went 0-2 with an .860 SV% and 4.16 GAA. Not ideal. 

Enter Swayman. 

The rookie had been part of Boston's one-two punch in net with Ullmark 
throughout the season. But now Swayman was stepping into unfavorable 
conditions, down 2-0 to the Metropolitan Division powerhouse. Swayman 
was unfazed. He backstopped the Bruins to victory in their next two 
games, giving up just four goals total, and putting Boston back on equal 
footing. 

It's a testament to Swayman's mental toughness that even after the 
Bruins laid an egg in Game 5, he bounced back again with a terrific 
showing in Game 6 to even the series once more. There was a calm and 
precision to Swayman's approach, without a hint of panic. The Bruins 
played with increased confidence in front of Swayman as the series 
rolled on, a high compliment for any netminder. 

Boston ultimately fell to Carolina in Game 7. The Bruins likely wouldn't 
have reached that point were it not for that switch in the crease. 
Swayman's .911 SV% in the postseason tied Sergei Bobrovsky's and 
bested the likes of Marc-Andre Fleury and Jonathan Quick. 

Most importantly, Swayman came close to carrying a banged-up but 
battling Boston team all the way to a series win. That's worth recognizing. 
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - How Lightning star Nikita Kucherov's 
emotional journey powers his production 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

Jun 7, 2022 

 

TAMPA BAY -- Nikita Kucherov doesn't exactly have a poker face. 

"He's the type of guy where you can tell when things are going good or 
not going good, on and off the ice, based on his body language," said 
ESPN analyst Ryan Callahan, Kucherov's former linemate with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Things were going good for Kucherov in Game 3 of the Eastern 
Conference finals. Captain Steven Stamkos saw it from the very first 
shift. 

"You can hear the chatter on the bench when he's coming off [the ice]. 
The guys knowing that your best player is 'on' in a huge game. He was 
part of setting the tone. Then you look at the end of the game, and he's 
contributed to every goal and made great plays on all of them," Stamkos 
said. 

Kucherov scored a goal and assisted on two others to lead the 
Lightning's rally from a two-goal deficit. He was active defensively and 
engaged to the point of antagonism, giving New York Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin a slash on the back of the leg that was characterized by 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant as "the dirt behind the play" in Game 3. 

"For everybody, it's important to step up and elevate your game. You're 
down 2-0. You're on home ice. You want to play better than you did in the 
first two games," Kucherov said after the win. 

Game 1 saw Kucherov earn a minus-2 and fail to generate a point. His 
frustration was evident and palpable. His reaction to that effort was 
expected by his teammates. 

"If he doesn't feel like it's up to his standards, the next game is usually a 
really good one," Stamkos said. 

The Lightning have scored five goals since Game 1. Kucherov has a 
point on all of them. 

NHL fans have come to know this version of Kucherov: 

    He has the second-highest regular-season points-per-game average 
behind Connor McDavid over the past three seasons, winning the Hart 
Trophy as league MVP in 2018-19. 

    He has amassed an incredible 88 points in 65 playoff games, helping 
to lead the Lightning to back-to-back Stanley Cup wins. 

    He is unshaken by adversity, and vexations are temporary at best. 
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But it wasn't always like this for Kucherov. 

"Kuch's enemy was himself," coach Jon Cooper said. "He was expecting 
to be the best player on the ice every single night. He was expecting 
everything to happen. If it didn't go well, frustration set in." 

Cooper has coached Kucherov since he was a rookie in 2013-14. It was 
a whirlwind three years for the winger: playing for the CSKA Red Army 
Jr. team as an 18-year-old, then in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League for the Quebec Remparts and Rouyn-Noranda Huskies, then 
splitting time between the Syracuse Crunch of the AHL and the Lightning, 
where Cooper was in his first full season as head coach. 

He was a prospect with undeniable offensive skill, but one who produced 
only 18 points in his first 52 NHL games. 

"When you come from a different country, a different culture, it takes time 
to adjust," Cooper recalled. 

Callahan joined the Lightning in Kucherov's rookie season. He didn't 
know much about the Russian prospect when he was traded to the 
Lightning in 2014 and started skating on a line with Kucherov and Valtteri 
Filppula. But the glimpses that he saw of Kucherov's ability, and that of 
the team's other young players, convinced him to sign an extension in 
Tampa. 

"As a younger player, he was skilled, but he obviously isn't how he is 
now. It takes confidence but it also takes time to understand the league. 
To understand what you can and can't do. When to make that extra move 
and when not to," Callahan said. 

"It takes time. It's funny how everybody looks at the league now, and 
everybody expects these guys to light it up in their first or second year. If 
they don't, it's a bust, right?" he continued. "Well, not every player is like 
Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews, where they can jump into the 
league and dominate. Some guys, it takes a little longer." 

Things started to click for Kucherov in 2014-15, his second season, 
thanks to "The Triplets," a line he formed with center Tyler Johnson and 
winger Ondrej Palat. It was one of the most effective trios of the past 
decade in the NHL: The Lightning scored around 67% of the goals at 
even strength when their line was on the ice in both the regular season 
and the playoffs, where Tampa Bay went to the Stanley Cup Final before 
losing to Chicago. 

"He was always great. It's his confidence: He knows he's good," said 
Palat, whom Kucherov set up for the game winner with 42 seconds left in 
Game 3. (Johnson, the third "Triplet," was moved due to salary-cap 
concerns, and is now playing with the Chicago Blackhawks.) 

Kucherov hit 30 goals for the first time in 2015-16, and then scored 40 in 
2016-17. The following season was his first 100-point campaign, which 
coincided with a key development in his game: his playmaking abilities, 
as he tallied 61 assists that season. 

"The part of his game that probably doesn't get enough credit are his 
playmaking abilities. Everybody talks about his shot and his release and 
things like that. But his patience with the puck and his ability to find his 
teammates probably stick out for me the most," Callahan said. "He's 
grown in that department. He's learned how to draw defenders in and find 
his teammates when they're open. Sees the ice very well." 

The offense was there. But Kucherov, and many of his teammates, had 
yet to comprehend what Cooper was trying to instill in them: That 
ultimate team success had to start with championship-level defense. 

"Kuch isn't just an example of it. I think he's probably the best example of 
it," Callahan said. 

"There's no question that there was a bit of a battle there between him 
and Coop. They butted heads at times, trying to figure it out. But he got 
him to buy into that system. That you have to do that to win. When I was 
there, we weren't fully committed to that, and we didn't win." 

In fact, the Lightning had to lose in epic fashion to fully commit to it -- a 
loss that embarrassed Kucherov specifically. 

Cooper acknowledges that he can't stop talking about 2019. 

It was the nadir of this Lightning core, an embarrassing first-round sweep 
by the Columbus Blue Jackets after the Lightning posted the second-best 

regular season in NHL history. Perhaps not coincidentally, it was one of 
the worst showings of Kucherov's career, too. He went scoreless in 
Games 1 and 2, and then was suspended for Game 3 after a reckless hit 
from behind on Columbus defenseman Markus Nutivaara in the third 
period with Tampa trailing 5-1. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety called the hit an example of 
"message sending" late in a game and with the series slipping away: 
"While we understand that frustration often occurs at the end of a game, 
dangerous or retaliatory plays delivered in the final minutes of a playoff 
game will be viewed in context and punished accordingly." 

Kucherov returned for Game 4 and had two assists, but the damage was 
done -- to the Lightning's playoff hopes and to his ego. 

"You look at the frustration in all of us in that series. Kuch was one of 
them. He got suspended in one of those games because of his 
frustration," Cooper said. "Now, did that moment change him? I think 
there were some little moments before that and after that have all come 
to fruition to what we have as the player today. That's growth." 

The Lightning have played 10 playoff rounds since then. They've won all 
of them. Kucherov has played 62 playoff games since then. He has 
scored at least one point in 44 of them. But it's not only his production 
that's notable, but his all-around play. 

"You watch him now, and he's backchecking hard. He's always in the 
right position. And I think he's learned that by doing that, by worrying 
about his D-zone, it's opening up more offense for him," Callahan said. 
"He's evolved through the years. I don't think he came into the league 
and blew everybody's pants off as an amazing player. But he evolved 
into it." 

That evolution led to moments like those in Game 3 against the Rangers. 
He scored a power-play goal to cut into the Rangers' 2-0 lead. He helped 
create a Stamkos goal early in the third period to tie the game. Then 
came his slick touch pass to Palat for the game winner. 

"Kuch made some unreal plays," said defenseman Victor Hedman. "You 
see Kuch in the slot and you try to give him the puck. Unreal pass to 
Pally." 

Cooper said it's the kind of performance that's expected from a star 
player who's his own toughest critic. 

"The only person he gets frustrated with is himself. That's probably the 
one thing I have to coach," Cooper said. 

"He's won a Hart Trophy, he's been an electrifying player, he has two 
Stanley Cup rings. When you get that far, these teams have these kinds 
of players on them. That's what Kuch is. He's a unique, special talent. 
But any time when you're the last team standing, there's a player or 
maybe two that are game-breakers. And he's that for us." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Heritage committee delays vote on Hockey Canada 
investigation 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

June 8, 2022, 8:07 PM 

 

If you or someone you know is in need of support, those in Canada can 
find province-specific centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers 
in America, a list of resources and references for survivors and their 
loved ones can be found here. 

The Canadian Heritage Committee adjourned on Wednesday without 
reaching a consensus to initiate an investigation into the 2018 sexual 
assault allegations connected to Hockey Canada. 
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The committee will next meet on Monday, which is the earliest a vote to 
move ahead with an investigation can now take place. 

At issue was whether the committee would work simultaneously on Bill 
C-11, aimed at amendments to the Broadcast Act, and the Hockey 
Canada study. All parties spoke passionately about the importance of 
investigating Hockey Canada and delving into what the organization 
knew about the incident and whether taxpayers' money was used to 
settle the ensuing lawsuit. 

"If we are the leaders of this country, what are we saying to victims if 
we're not prioritizing this? And I think there's an opportunity for all parties 
to work together, because I think everybody wants to solve this," Michelle 
Ferreri, Conservative MP for Peterborough-Kawartha and associate 
committee member, said during Wednesday's proceedings. 

Ferreri is also a member of the Standing Committee on the Status of 
Women, and urged the Heritage Committee to prioritize the Hockey 
Canada inquiry. She later added that, "Without accountability, there is no 
change." 

Representatives from three of the committee's four parties spoke in 
favour of addressing both Bill C-11 and Hockey Canada at the same 
time, dedicating different sessions to both matters in an effort to address 
both before a Parliamentary recess for the summer. Conservative 
representatives, however, reluctant to pass C-11 and facing accusations 
of filibustering, expressed concerns that prevented a vote from taking 
place prior to the conclusion of the meeting. 

In order for an investigation to move forward, all parties must be in 
agreement with how and when to proceed. 

In a lawsuit filed in Ontario Superior Court in London, Ont., on April 20, a 
woman alleged she was sexually assaulted in June 2018 by eight 
Canadian Hockey League players, including some members of the 2017-
18 Canadian world junior championship team. The alleged incident 
occurred in a London hotel room after a Hockey Canada Foundation 
event at which the world junior team was being honoured. The woman, 
who wishes not to reveal her identity, did not name the players involved – 
they are referred to as John Does 1-8 in the official statement of claim.  

The allegations, which have not been heard in a court of law, first came 
to light publicly last month when TSN reported the settlement involving 
Hockey Canada, the CHL, and the eight players. Terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed. 

Hockey Canada released a statement after news of the settlement, 
saying it contacted local police authorities upon learning about the 
alleged assaults in 2018 and retained Henein Hutchison LLP to 
"undertake a thorough independent internal investigation and make 
recommendations on areas for improvement which we have been 
implementing and will continue to pursue." The organization also stated 
that the woman making the allegations chose not to speak with police or 
Hockey Canada’s independent investigator. Details of the internal 
investigation have not been made public.  

Last week, Canada's minister of sport, Pascale St-Onge, said she is 
ordering a forensic audit into whether public funds were used in the 
Hockey Canada settlement of a lawsuit by a person alleging sexual 
assault by some of the organization's players. 

"The financial audit is to ensure that Hockey Canada has complied with 
its funding agreement with Sports Canada and to ensure that there are 
no public funds that have been used to settle that agreement," St-Onge 
said in French. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Jon Cooper and the Lightning became great in-series 
adjusters 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

June 8, 2022, 3:25 PM 

 

For all the complaining fans and media do about players being boring 
interviews, it gets lost that about a dozen of the league’s coaches are 
absolute soundbite machines. That includes the two men at the helms of 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and New York Rangers, Jon Cooper and 
Gerard Gallant respectively. After Game 4 they delivered a few more 
Grade A quips, a couple of which reminded us that this coaching thing, it 
ain’t rocket surgery. 

Jon Cooper on the Rangers' very good power play: 

“I spoke to Captain Obvious today, he said ‘Keep ‘em off the power play 
and it’s probably gonna help your game.’” 

A handy guy to have on staff, that Captain Obvious. 

Meanwhile Gallant fielded this question: 

“Is there anything you can tell Mika (Zibanejad) in terms of being more 
effective against the Cirelli line?” 

To which he answered: 

“I tell him that all the time, be more effective Mika. Seriously, ask the 
question better than that. You don’t think I talk to our players? What are 
you gonna do, they’re gonna work hard, Cirelli is gonna try to shut them 
down the best he can. Everybody has a checking line, that’s the way it 
goes, you gotta battle through stuff. But Mika’s a professional hockey 
league player, and he’s a real good one at that.” 

I’d like to stress that the answer came off lighter than this reads in plain 
text, but still, the point from both guys is that there’s only so much you 
can do at this point. Do the obvious things better than your opposition. 
Guys know what their jobs are, it’s too late in the year for major systems 
overhauls, and so once you’ve made your lineup decisions the next 
biggest thing is figuring out in-game deployment of those bodies, and 
then a host of tinkering. 

Simple as that, right? 

I think Cooper, though, likes to present that front more than he lives it. 
The attitude he displays here belies how much he really does behind the 
scenes to alter the look of his team as series drag on. He’s not afraid to 
make changes before they seem mandatory and obvious, while opposing 
coaches have been more likely to get a few games into a series, become 
comfortable with what they expect from their opposition, then proceed to 
get bowled over. 

“Stay outta the box” aside, the Bolts' penalty kill has changed, having 
their D flex out more on Zibanejad, who spent the first couple games of 
the series pounding away one-timers from the flank like he was Alex 
Ovechkin. But Cooper also made the decision to move Steven Stamkos 
to centre in hopes of finding more offence, which has been exactly what 
he’s got, with the Stamkos groups creating a ton of chances and a few 
goals since. Cooper’s toggled between dressing 11 D and 7 forwards to 
12 and 6 as well, making up for how thin the forward group has seemed 
the second someone is hurt or half-hobbled. 

The point is, Cooper is always doing something, and this was a topic 
Brian Engblom – Lightning analyst for Bally Sports and two-time Cup 
champ – talked about on our radio show today. 

To summarize, Engblom thought the Lightning (justifiably) got a 
reputation from the Toronto and Florida series as this great shot-blocking 
and defensive team, and started out the Rangers series trying to be that 
same group (after all, it had been working), but it led to them being on 
their heels. Every series has its different flavour and the Rangers have a 
unique style. Cooper and the Lightning recognized you can’t just keep 
saying “Well, we have to just play our game,” and rather came out of their 
shell to play a more offensive version of their game, which has translated 
to less puck time for the Rangers' stars. 

With Cooper and the Lightning, it seems they spend a couple games in 
the feeling out process of a series to see what their opponent is about 
and how the matchup is going to work, and then they make that first 
adjustment or two, usually somewhere around Game 3 or 4. They’ve 
consistently found something mid-series that’s put a crack in the 
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opposing defence, freeing up Tampa’s offence, which suddenly breaks a 
game wide open for a clean win amidst the stress of all the other games. 

At that point, the opposition is left to react to whatever the adjustment 
was, counter-adjust, and it starts to feel like they’re chasing. Maybe that 
counter-adjustment works for a game, but Cooper is always the one 
dictating the next chess move after banking the one “easy” one. In this 
series, without home ice, getting to use Cirelli as a pure checker in 
Games 3 and 4 has befuddled the Rangers offence. We’ll see how 
Tampa opts to adjust on the road in Game 5. 

If you go back through the Bolts' two Cup runs and their 10 post-season 
wins this season, that trend of finding something with a mid-series tweak 
is clear. 

In 2019 Tampa won the Presidents' Trophy with a billion points, drew the 
wild card Blue Jackets, and when it started going bad, they didn’t do 
enough to adjust to figure it out, instead confident in what they’d done all 
year. Inconceivably, they lost (and not just lost, they got swept, which 
had to be humbling). The next year they drew Columbus again in Round 
1, and make no mistake, those games were knock-down, drag-out, one-
goal wins that forced the Lightning to play a different style than their 
preference. They won on a willingness to adapt to the type of series they 
were in and find their own way through. Since then, the willingness to 
change and adapt has shown itself in every series around Game 3 or 4, 
where they adjust first and score a bunch, and win a game going away, 
almost always by at least three goals. 

Maybe it’s a little selective to cherry-pick a Game 3 here or a Game 5 
there, but the point is this: for some reason, in the middle of otherwise 
hotly contested series, there always seems to be a game where things 
go how it seems like they were meant to go, with Tampa Bay outscoring 
their opponent on average 5.4 to 1.7, one of those “thanks for coming out 
but we’re better” showings. 

For the first time in this Eastern Conference Final, you could feel that 
vibe. 

The Rangers still have a lot going for them here. They were up in the 
series when that game happened to them, which means it’s only level 
now. They’ve got the type of goaltender who can steal a “deserved” win 
or two, even if the Bolts find their stride. They’ve got home ice 
advantage, which should nullify the Cirelli matchup if it goes seven. It’s 
not impossible they take this series yet. 

But in Game 4 it started to feel like the Lightning had found “it” again, like 
their adjustments left the Rangers chasing just a little, and that the onus 
is on Gerrard Gallant and New York to counterpunch, to adjust to the 
adjustment, and to find their own way back in. 

If the plan is just to leave it to the professionals like Mika Zibanejad – 
because remember this isn’t all that complicated, as both coaches have 
told us – without making some changes, they’ll be in big trouble. Simply. 
Cooper may dumb down a lot of things in the media, and often there’s 
justification in doing so. But make no mistake about it, the Lightning have 
been tweaking, as has become their MO over the years, and we saw 
those effects in Game 4. 
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Sportsnet.ca / At this critical time for the Oilers, finding a fix for their 
goalie woes is vital 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 8, 2022, 5:18 PM 

 

EDMONTON  — Evander Kane, Jesse Puljujarvi, Tyson Barrie, Mike 
Smith…  

If you are still unsure of what the Edmonton Oilers' biggest priority is this 
summer, then you are either: A, not paying close enough attention; or B, 
did not hear Ken Holland’s year-end press conference on Wednesday.  

“Do you have a No. 1 goaltender for next season?” Holland was asked, 
point blank.  

It was perhaps the shortest answer he gave all day: 

“No, I don't think we have a number one goalie. I do not, no.”  

Holland went on to qualify that thought, but after the first two sentences, 
the rest, respectfully, is simply a word salad.  

With a Final Four appearance under its collective belt, Holland’s team is 
officially in that window where — with the right tweaks and a little luck — 
they can be considered a legitimate Stanley Cup contender.  

But can you say that about a team that doesn’t have an qualified, 
accepted No. 1 goalie? We’re not sure you can. 

Understanding what went wrong 

To avoid the same fate next season, the Oilers will have to grapple with 
their shortcomings. There were flaws at all three positions. 

What shaped the Oilers' Conference Final defeat 

So goes Holland’s summer. After unsuccessfully chasing Jacob 
Markstrom and Darcy Kuemper in summers past, it’s not like he hasn’t 
been looking for a No. 1 since the day he walked in the door here in 
Edmonton.  

But they don’t pay him $5 million per season for trying hard. Just like we 
said about his players, it’s time for results.  

This is an absolutely critical issue at a critical time here in Edmonton. 
Mikko Koskinen’s outrageous contract has finally expired, young Stuart 
Skinner is ready to be an NHL backup, and Smith has one year left at 
$2.2 million, but could be an LTIR candidate.  

Today, Holland has two backups under contract, but doesn’t have a No. 
1.  

That’s got to change.  

“A number one goalie to me can play 55 to 60 games. How many are 
there in the league? Ten or 12 of those?” asked Holland. “I don't know if 
any of them are available — I haven't worked the phone. I haven't met 
with Smitty yet, I'm not sure what he's thinking…”  

The media met with Smith on Tuesday, and we asked him if, at age 40, 
he can still a No. 1 goalie in the National Hockey League. He thought 
about it for a moment.  

“I don’t know,” was his response.  

Our response: He can not.  

We’ve seen a few 40-year-old backups in our day, but never a legit 
starter. Smith was hurt for most of the season, a facet of his age, and 
nursed another injury through the playoffs, Holland said.  

Smith tired as the playoffs wore on, and a team that needs to figure out 
how to get its goals against down in the future simply needs better 
goaltending to be part of that journey — full stop.  

This team won’t win without a No. 1 goalie. We all know that — Holland 
included.  

Where that goalie comes from however, that is the great unknown.  

“Do I want a No. 1 goalie, a stud? Yeah. I think 32 teams want that,” 
began Holland. “It's like NFL quarterbacks — there's not 30 (legit 
starters). It's a unique position, so there's only a small amount of those. 
And many of those are homegrown. They're drafted. They're developed.”  

Igor Shesterkin. Andrei Vasilevskiy. Jake Oettinger. Juuse Saros. Tristan 
Jarry. Carter Hart. Carey Price. Thatcher Demko. Connor Hellebuyck. 
Elvis Merzlikins. Ilya Sorokin. John Gibson.  

All still play for the team that drafted them.  
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Then there are the pending UFAs: Marc-Andre Fleury, Kuemper, Jack 
Campbell, Jake Oettinger.  What about Ville Husso, a UFA in St. Louis? 
Maybe. 

But that’s it for free agent goalies who we consider to be legit No. 1’s or 
close to it. The rest of the pending free agents are goalies who were 
once No. 1’s but not anymore, or guys who never were.  

'I think he did a great job' Holland on Woodcroft's first year as Oilers head 
coach 

You’d need to trade Leon Draisaitl to get Oettinger from Dallas. Not 
happening.  

Fleury did not want to come to Edmonton at the trade deadline. Who 
knows if he’d change his mind?  

Kuemper? Maybe, though his injury history does not breed confidence.  

Campbell? At age 30, Campbell has made more than 25 starts just once 
in his career. That does not define a legit No. 1, in almost anyone’s 
books.  

“I’ve got to go through a process and figure out what to do, where we're 
going,” said Holland. “To think that we're going to end up with a number 
one guy that can play 60 games and he's a legit number one? He's 27, 
28 years of age? The odds of that are pretty slim.  

“But I haven't worked the phones. I don't know what other managers are 
thinking in terms of who's available, who's not available. Is one available 
for a massive price? They're not given those guys away. They're gonna 
want a massive price.”  

Semyon Varlamov on Long Island, or Gibson in Anaheim? Both have 
lengthy no-trade lists.  

That makes then all question marks, and unfortunately for Holland, he is 
flush with those.  

With more questions than answers in his crease, this is why Holland 
earns the big bucks.  

He needs a goalie. Not now, but right now. 
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TSN.CA / Leiweke’s Oak View Group opens Canadian office 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Oak View Group, the Los Angeles-based entertainment and sports-
facilities company, is opening a Canadian office in Toronto and has 
retained Canada Basketball as a client, the company said Wednesday. 

“If there’s anything ‘We the North’ taught me it’s that if we are going to 
have success in Canada our business must emanate in Canada,” said 
Tim Leiweke, the former Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment president 
who co-founded Oak View Group in 2015. 

Oak View Group Canada will be led by former MLSE executive Tom 
Pistore. 

The company already has 40 accounts and employs 1,700 full- and part-
time people in Canada. Its new contract with Canada Basketball, which 
Oak View Group said is the first struck by its Canadian-based operation, 
is to help the national federation find new sponsorship partners. 

Oak View Group was founded in late 2015 by Leiweke and Irving Azoff, 
the manager for music legends including the Eagles, Jon Bon Jovi and 
Steely Dan. The company has helped teams and venues fight ticket 
scalping and has also consulted on matters including sponsorships 
including naming-rights deals, security and concert bookings. 

Clients pay an annual fee to OVG, which takes a cut of revenue it helps 
to generate. 

OVG redeveloped the facility now known as Climate Pledge Arena in 
advance of the National Hockey League awarding Seattle an expansion 
franchise, and it has also developed a new arena for the New York 
Islanders in partnership with New York Mets. 

Leiweke said the company is focused particularly on mid-size Canadian 
cities such as London, Ont., that don’t have major-league sports anchor 
tenants. That’s because the profit margins for concerts are growing. 

An arena can generate twice as much profit from hosting concerts than 
National Basketball Association or NHL games, partly because without 
pro teams to schedule around, as many as 40 extra days a year are 
available for concerts. 
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How do you plan for a team as talented as the Avalanche? 

 

Travis Yost 

 

How do you beat the Colorado Avalanche?   

It’s a front-of-mind question for everyone in hockey right now. That’s how 
much fear the Avalanche can strike into a team. 

Their skater group is the deepest and most talented in hockey. If you had 
any reservations about that claim a week ago, the Avalanche put an 
exclamation point on it by sweeping the lively Edmonton Oilers to reach 
the Stanley Cup Final.  

When the Avalanche are playing at their best, they look superhuman. 
They have high-end, superstar-level talents in Nathan MacKinnon and 
Cale Makar. The bulk of the lineup plays at a pace best described as 
frenetic. When the Avs are humming, they put most teams through the 
meat grinder. 

This has been a sustained trend over time. No team has been more 
dominant than the Avalanche than the past three seasons, and that 
includes the (still alive) two-time Stanley Cup champions in Tampa Bay: 

So yes, the Avalanche are terrifying. And whether it’s the New York 
Rangers or Lightning coming out of the East, they’ll have the same 
question: How do you plan for a team this talented? How can you win? 

A goaltending heater from Andrei Vasilevskiy or Igor Shesterkin is one 
path, surely. A second path is the Avalanche imploding, which we have 
seen before. But absent good fortune, we must look at how other teams 
have had success against Colorado, and what that might mean the rest 
of the way. 

To that end, I have split Colorado’s most recent regular season based on 
outcomes (52 games ending in wins versus 30 games ending in a 
shootout or a loss) to analyze the key underlying statistical measures. 
Like any team, we will see in games where Colorado struggled, their 
shooting percentages sank, and opponent save percentages surged. 
What other measures – specifically measures more within a team’s 
control over the course of a game – moved in a meaningful way? 

The two that pop off the page are team penalty killing, and team 
defensive play at even strength. Said differently, you cannot expect to 
win games against Colorado without slowing down their offence. In fact, it 
may be the only way to beat Jared Bednar’s team right now. 

Let’s start with the penalty-killing numbers, because those are 
extraordinary. 

We know the Avalanche get a friendlier whistle than the average team, 
but they also have a collection of skaters – including Tyson Jost 
(previously), MacKinnon, and Nazem Kadri – who clearly possess a skill 
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when it comes to drawing penalties. Colorado’s ability to draw penalties 
in spades means ample opportunities for their power play. And when the 
power play gets opportunities, they send their hordes of skilled forwards 
over the boards to bury the undermanned opponent. 

If you let Colorado’s power play cook, you probably will lose the game: 

In regular-season outcomes where the Avalanche prevailed, they 
averaged +0.98 net power-play goals per game, a staggering number in 
a low-scoring league like the NHL. Compare that with games that ended 
in a shootout, or a Colorado loss. The Avalanche drew fewer penalties, 
yes, but they were significantly less productive in the opportunities they 
did have. In those 30 games they had just 11 net power-play goals, or 
+0.36 per game. 

How does this look in practice? Let’s look at two games from the regular 
season. Up first, a late-March game against the Edmonton Oilers, where 
a pair of goals from Mikko Rantanen on the man advantage were the 
difference (via NST): 

Compare that to a game a week later against a Coyotes team that not 
only had their way with the Avalanche power play but outscored them in 
the process. Look at how little volume is generated despite an 
abundance of ice time, and moreover, look at how little is generated from 
the interior:   

That brings to me to the other defensive point. The Avalanche are no 
slouch at even strength – this season, they scored 3.4 goals per 60 
minutes there, third best in the league (behind Florida and Minnesota). 
The Avalanche do this in two ways: sustained offensive-zone pressure 
when they have gained the zone driving heavy shot volumes, and 
additional scoring chances coming through rush opportunities in 
transition. They are masters at both. 

Teams that have slowed Colorado’s offence down – and we are talking 
expected goals here, not games where Avalanche shooters were merely 
unlucky – have had a much better chance at prevailing. That’s also true if 
you compare teams that have slowed Colorado’s offence down against 
teams who have had more success scoring against Colorado. The 
Avalanche can erase most deficits imaginable. But the Avalanche, when 
stymied offensively, can look human. 

Look at the data binned into four categories – regular-season wins and 
shootouts/losses, as well as playoff wins and losses. There is a clear 
inverse relationship between a team’s ability to throttle the Colorado 
attack and their likelihood of winning the game. 

If you are looking for a reason why the Blues gave the Avalanche some 
trouble in the second round, this says it clear as day.             

This far into the season, there is little you can do tactically, and there is 
even less you can do personnel-wise. The rosters are what they are. But 
the preparation work for deployment, preferred matchups, and which 
strategy you can put in place to bog Colorado down – particularly in the 
neutral and offensive zones – should be underway. 

In this era of hockey, offence wins championships. But if you’re the team 
that can pull off an upset against a juggernaut like Colorado, it’s going to 
happen on the defensive end. That’s been the case for some time now 
and will remain the case in the Stanley Cup Final. 
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USA TODAY / Why the New York Rangers feel hopeful heading into 
pivotal Game 5 vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

SEAN FARRELL   | Rockland/Westchester Journal News 

 

New York Rangers coach Gerard Gallant is a skeptic when it comes to 
playoff momentum. 

Sure, the Tampa Bay Lightning have put pressure back on the Rangers 
by evening the series after back-to-back wins in Amalie Arena. And yes, 
the Rangers have some concerns down the middle with centers Filip 
Chytil and Ryan Strome both listed as game-time decisions for Game 5. 

But the Blueshirts can hit the reset button with the series heading back to 
New York. Never mind the fact that Gallant has already watched his team 
turn the tide with series comebacks against the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

"How many times have I said it? There's no momentum," Gallant said on 
Wednesday before flying back from Florida. 

"When we're up two games to none, I don't think we carried any 
momentum. I just think it's about getting ready for the next game. The 
momentum doesn't carry over. I really believe that. That's what we've 
proved." 

Now, the Rangers will have to prove it against the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, who have shaken off any doubt about rust or the mileage 
that comes with three playoff runs in 22 months. And they'll need to 
kickstart the offense after a 4-1 loss in Tampa. 

The good news for the Rangers is a return to Madison Square Garden on 
Thursday (8 p.m. ET, ESPN.). The Rangers have turned it into a house 
of horrors with an 8-1 playoff record at home while outscoring teams 38-
20. 

Andrew Copp described the advantage as part matchups, part mental. 

"Any time things are going well, they're behind you and increasing that 
momentum and snowballing a little bit," Copp said. "When things aren't 
going well – as soon as you get any sign of life – they can push you in 
the right direction." 

Gallant chalked it up to a combination of factors, including the favorable 
crowd and the chance to sleep in your own bed. And tactically, the 
Rangers coach believes that having the last change has been "a little bit 
bigger" in this series than some others. 

The hope is it will help unlock an offense that has gone two games 
without an even-strength goal. Forward Tyler Motte pinned the drought 
on the Rangers' forecheck and sustained pressure – or lack, thereof. 

"We just haven't been able to get to that as much as we would like to," 
Motte said. "I think that's a big game-changer for us." 

The question now is what the roster will look like when the Rangers 
return to the ice. 

Gallant had no update on Chytil or Strome on Wednesday morning, but 
revealed that the latter forward was "real close" to playing in Game 4. 
Strome was a late scratch because of a lower-body injury, while Chytil 
(upper-body) went out in the second period after a hit from Tampa's 
Victor Hedman. 

In their absence, Gallant brought out the line blender with 10 different 
combinations at forward. Gallant tried to find a spark by moving Artemi 
Panarin to the top line, but the trio of Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Frank 
Vatrano got outchanced (12-7 in shot attempts) in 6:40 together at full 
strength. 

The Rangers' only goal came on a 6-on-4 with fewer than four minutes 
left. 

"We just couldn't find a way to break through that neutral zone and get 
sustained zone time," Copp said. "So I think we're all confident where 
we're at right now, but there's got to be an increased level of desperation 
for sure." 

Copp took comfort in the fact the Rangers are still in a better spot than 
they've been in for much of the playoffs. For one, a victory would put 
them one step away from reaching the Stanley Cup Final for the first time 
since 2014. 

This time, the Rangers aren't facing a multi-game deficit or the threat of a 
hostile atmosphere for Game 7. 

"It's a best-of-three in the Eastern Conference finals," defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said on Tuesday night. "That's something to be excited about as 
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a group. We're in a pretty good spot here. We're going to go home and 
do what we can to win a game." 
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