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One thought on each Hurricanes player as we close the book on 2021-22 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes have a lot on their plate this offseason, 
between the free agents to re-sign, the injuries to assess and 
the “elite goal scorer” to find. Before we turn the page and 
start looking at the numbers each free agent could merit in 
greater detail, though, or who from the UFA pool they could 
go after, why don’t we look back at the season that was? 

Here’s a rapid-fire take on where each player from the 2021-
22 Carolina Hurricanes stands heading into the offseason: 

Sebastian Aho: Aho had a great regular season and led the 
team in points. I looked to him to elevate his game in the 
playoffs, though, and was a bit disappointed on that front. I 
wonder if the Charlie McAvoy hit impacted him more than he 
let on, but then again he’s only 24. Next postseason is a big 
one for Aho. 

Andrei Svechnikov: Svechnikov is someone else we’re all 
pointing to in the post-playoff blame game, and he only had 
four goals and five points in 14 games played. But it sort of 
made me forget about his regular season. Svechnikov had a 
career year in both goals and points, with 30 goals and 69 
points in 78 games. He doubled his goal total from 2020-21. 
I’m not too worried about the 22-year-old headed into next 
season. 

Teuvo Teravainen: I didn’t exactly expect Teravainen to lead 
the Canes in playoff points with four goals and 11 points in 
14 games, but here we are. He continues to do exactly what 
is expected out of him and then some. With a mustache. I 
hope he kept it. 

Vincent Trocheck: He’s earned a raise I don’t think the 
Hurricanes can afford, and I am concerned about a 
Hurricanes team without Trocheck’s consistency and edge. 

Tony DeAngelo: Speaking of earning a raise, I think a two- or 
three-year deal at a $3-4 million average annual value would 
be ideal for Tony D. 

Nino Niederreiter: Give me fuel, give me fire, give me a 
contract for Nino Niederreiter (under $6 million). 

Jaccob Slavin: Possibly the best playoff performer of the 
bunch, Slavin did his fair share of incredible things and kept 
the matchups at bay. 

Seth Jarvis: For all the talk about finding that “elite goal 
scorer,” could it be Jarvis? 

Martin Necas: He didn’t have the breakout year we were all 
expecting, and some of that’s on him. But I also don’t think 
he’s had a fair shake considering the sliding entry-level 
contract and the Jesperi Kotkaniemi acquisition. I’m not sure 
if the Canes can fix it, but I think Necas still becomes a star 
on a different team. Shades of Elias Lindholm. 

Brady Skjei:   

Jordan Staal: He almost broke into tears several times during 
his post-Game 7 press conference. It’s my job to read too 
much into these things, and the vibe I got from him was that 
he thought this iteration of the Canes should’ve been the 
team to win the Cup and all of the future negotiations are 
worrying. 

Jesper Fast:   

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: It’s not his fault the Canes spent $6.1 
million dollars on him and then signed him to an eight-year 
contract. It will probably age well. I do wonder if it handcuffed 
them from making a solid trade-deadline acquisition this 
year, though, and if this was their best shot at the Cup. We’ll 
have to give it a few years. 

Brett Pesce: No one buys in harder than this guy. 

Derek Stepan: He deserved a crack at his old team in the 
second round, and I’d like to see the Canes keep him 
around. 

Ian Cole: The Canes can’t re-sign him for the $2.9 million he 
made this past season, and I’d respect it if he decides to go 
with the most money at age 33 and having already won 
multiple Cups. But if he does want to take a discount and 
chase another Cup, I think the Canes should keep him 
around. 

Jordan Martinook: While I do agree with you guys when you 
question why Brind’Amour loves putting Martinook on the 
second line, I also think he’s become a Faulk-esque 
scapegoat at this point. He has an important role in the room 
and provides energy, and it looks like the goal scorers could 
use some energy. 

Ethan Bear: I asked Bear if he had Long COVID and he said 
he doesn’t know, to be honest, but it was hard to breathe 
when returning to the ice after his stint with COVID-19. I 
really hope the medical staff and the Canes front office is 
doing everything they can to help him. He’s a talented player 
with a bright future. 

Steven Lorentz: When all is said and done, I keep thinking 
Lorentz is the perfect fourth-line guy. You need less 
expensive players who can carry their share of the load, and 
you generally need to not pay your fourth liners $2 or $3 
million apiece if you want to succeed. Lorentz is the guy. 

Brendan Smith: I really enjoyed covering Smith. He always 
had something interesting to say, and he’s really honest. 
Was happy to see him succeed in the postseason, but I’m 
not sure where he fits into next season’s plans. 

Max Domi: He played pretty well in the spark-plug role then 
obviously made his impact with the two Game 7 goals. He 
might be the hardest to figure out, but I don’t think the Canes 
are in a position to re-sign him. 
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Freddie Andersen: At this point, Andersen will remain the 
Canes’ No. 1 goalie, and he was a top-three NHL goalie 
through the regular season. But they need to strategize with 
him next season. I’d like to see him play fewer regular-
season games and not risk his body’s limits next season. 

Antti Raanta: I can’t even look at his name without smiling — 
one of the best people I’ve met in hockey so far. He had a 
solid first playoff run in a starter role, and the story isn’t over 
yet.

 

 

 

What will happen with Jake Gardiner? 

It’s been over a year since the offensive defensemen has 
laced up his skates for the Carolina Hurricanes, but now that 
he is finally medically cleared to return, will he have a spot 
waiting for him? 

By Ryan Henkel 

May 10, 2021. 

That was the last time that Jake Gardiner played an NHL 
game. 

Since then, the Carolina Hurricanes revamped their defense, 
replaced their goaltending, added a couple of key pieces to 
their forward depth, won the Metropolitan Division but are still 
stuck in the same place in terms of pursuing the ultimate 
goal. 

Gardiner on the other hand, has been off the ice for over a 
year and had surgery on both his back and hips.  

So the two are in an awkward state with a team desperate to 
improve anywhere it can and a player who will need time just 
see if he can even get back to a competitive state.  

So with the two sides no longer seeming like a good match 
to be made, what’s the next step? 

Buyout 

The most logical outcome for what will happen to Gardiner’s 
tenure in Carolina is the route of the buyout. 

Gardiner carries a $4.05 million cap hit — that’s more than 
Brett Pesce’s cap hit, mind you — that will be hard for 
Carolina to swallow while they are wanting to make the most 
of their competitive window.  

While the Canes were able to make key use of Gardiner’s 
cap hit while he was on LTIR this past season, that won’t be 
an option this year and the best course of action is to get out 
from under it. 

He is the third highest paid defenseman on the team but he 
just isn’t a top four player anymore. He can still be useful in a 
depth role or as a power play specialist, but he won’t be able 
to take on the minutes required of a top-four role.  

So what will be the impact of the buyout look like? 

Buying out the last year of Gardiner’s contract would put the 
Hurricanes on the hook for $1,083,334 in 2022-23 and 
$1,483,334 in 2023-24.  

While cap space is precious, the buyout would save the 
Hurricanes $2,966,666 against the cap for this coming 
season with some major holes needing to be re-signed or 
replaced. That is significant money that can make or break a 
negotiation. 

The second year impact of the buyout is a little higher, but 
the Canes currently only have four contracts expiring in 
2023-24, all for players over the age of 30, so that increase 
is negligible.  

Trade 

While nobody is lining up out the door for an older 
defenseman coming off major surgeries, for the right price, 
there are a few teams out there that would be willing to swing 
a deal with Carolina. 

But what would it cost to move Gardiner out? 

The Minnesota native has just one year left on his deal with a 
cap hit of $4.05 million but an actual owed salary cost of 
$4.45 million. 

He also has a seven team, modified no-trade clause 
meaning that he can axe a deal if he so chooses should one 
of those seven teams be who Carolina tries to trade with. 

Would the draft pick hungry Arizona Coyotes be willing to 
take on Gardiner? 

Last season, the Coyotes picked up 35-year old defenseman 
Anton Stralman on the final year of a $5.5 million for a 
second-round pick and a prospect and 29-year old Shayne 
Gostisbehere with two years remaining on a $4.5 million deal 
for a second and seventh round pick. 

A similar deal could work for Carolina. 

The Canes have a wealth of middle tier prospects and all but 
a 2022 first-round pick for the next three draft years. They 
have the pieces to make something work and it shouldn’t 
cost anything major to move out an expiring deal to a 
rebuilding team. 

Play 

The final option is that the Hurricanes simply lets Gardiner 
play out the final year of his contract. 
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It’s no secret that the Canes needed a better second power 
play quarterback last season and Gardiner’s resume fits that 
bill. 

In 94 games with Carolina, Gardiner registered four goals 
and 32 points with 14 of those being power play points. 

He was an excellent puck mover who helped the transition 
game through the neutral zone and had a knack for getting 
passes through from the blueline.  

However, coming off of surgery for his back and both of his 
hips is a major red flag and the question of just how effective 
he will actually be is a key one. 

Data suggests that, for hip surgeries, players who have dealt 
with prolonged symptoms — as Gardiner has in the past — 
and those around the age of 30, generally won’t see long 
careers after these types of surgery.  

While we don’t know the specifics of Gardiner’s injuries, it is 
common knowledge that at least his back injuries have been 
an issue since is time in Toronto. He’s had multiple 
procedures done and while maybe this was the one, it seems 
that this surgery may not be a long-term solution and instead 
just a temporary bandage. 

The bottom line is that Gardiner is just too risky and too 
expensive to keep around for another year, which is just an 
unfortunate case of competing for the cup.  

He had some strong moments in Carolina, but it did take him 
a long time to adjust. Now coming off of more than a year 
away from the team along with those major injury concerns, 
the opportunity and time are just no longer there to wait for 
him to try and keep up.

 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3357843/2022/06/10/hurricanes-offseason-roster-review/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/9/23157855/what-will-happen-with-jake-gardiner-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-offseason-trade-buyout 
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Top 50 NHL unrestricted free agents: From Johnny Gaudreau to Filip 
Forsberg and more 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn  

 

While three teams (and soon to be two) battle it out for the Stanley Cup, 
it’s offseason mode for everyone else. 

Championship teams are usually built at the draft, but those future 
dividends won’t be realized for a while. The first stop toward upgrading 
lineups for next season comes via free agency. 

Usually, these deals don’t pan out. Oftentimes it’s a disaster. While that 
makes it hard to get too excited, there are exceptions to the rule and this 

year looks to feature one of the deepest crops of free agents available in 
recent memory. Maybe this time will be different. 

Signing free agents is often a matter of what a player has done so far 
and that’s where many mistakes are made. It should be about what they 
do going forward that matters most — and whether that’s worth the price 
of admission. To figure that out, I’ve projected each player’s value using 
GSVA for next season and beyond. 

That’s always a tricky subject, an inexact science at best that comes from 
a combination of what a player has done, his age, and how his top 25 
comparables have aged. That gives us a baseline of what to expect as 
well as a likely range of outcomes — a range that’s generally very wide 
to account for the volatility that comes with predicting this sport. It may 
not be perfect, but it can help avoid some multi-million dollar mistakes. 

To further aid with assessing player value, I’ll also use a modified edition 
of the player cards — one that combines a player’s projected value and 
why with what to expect long term. For those that need it, an explainer 
can be found at the bottom of the post. 
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Here are the NHL’s top 50 unrestricted free agents this offseason. Note: 
Patrice Bergeron was not included due to the unlikelihood he signs 
anywhere but Boston. 

All contract projections are via Evolving Hockey based on a salary cap of 
$82.5 million. Contract value according to GSVA is based on a stagnant 
cap for one season followed by 3 percent inflation year over year. 

There is one franchise player available this offseason and that’s Johnny 
Gaudreau, fresh off a Hart-worthy season. He scored 115 points and was 
an absolute force at five-on-five on the league’s most dominant line. 
Gaudreau should easily command an eight-figure salary this offseason 
and instantly become one of the league’s highest-paid players. According 
to Evolving Hockey, Gaudreau is in line for a cap hit around $11 million 
on a max deal. 

Prior to the 2021-22 season the thought of paying Gaudreau $11 million 
per season would’ve been ludicrous. There was too much inconsistency 
with him from season to season and he was a long way off his peak in 
2019. Was Gaudreau still an elite player? There were also questions 
about his ability to elevate his game in the playoffs due to his small 
stature. 

Both those questions were answered this season: yes, Gaudreau is still 
elite and yes, he can bring the heat in the postseason. Even if a six-win 
outburst isn’t repeatable, the model still believes Gaudreau to be a true-
talent 90-point player who can drive play at both ends of the ice at five-
on-five. At 4.3 projected wins, he’s expected to be one of the most 
valuable players in the league next season. Those kinds of talents aren’t 
easy to find, especially on the open market. 

The easiest contract comparable is Artemi Panarin, a slick and dynamic 
left winger who helped accelerate the Rangers’ rebuild. He signed a 
seven-year deal worth $11.6 million at Gaudreau’s age. According to 
GSVA, Gaudreau is projected to be even more valuable than Panarin 
was at the time (3.5 projected wins). That’s the biggest reason his fair 
market value is so high at an average of $13.8 million over the next 
seven seasons. Some might scoff at such a high number, but there’s also 
the Patrick Kane contract as a comparable. Coming off a point-per-game 
season where he was projected to be worth 3.5 wins like Panarin, he 
signed a deal that would be worth the equivalent of $12.6 million today. 
Gaudreau, at this stage, arguably provides more value than Kane did at 
the time. 

That means an $11 million deal is one he should be able to live up to, 
especially as the salary cap starts creeping up again. At that price, the 
expectation is around three wins of value per season. After what we saw 
last season, getting to that level shouldn’t be a problem for Gaudreau 
anytime soon. There are very few players who create as much offence as 
Gaudreau and can move the puck up ice with control. That’s a very rare 
trait and Gaudreau instantly adds a lot to a team’s attack. His added 
commitment to defence in recent seasons is a bonus. 

The one question is whether he can deliver that outside of Calgary. 
Gaudreau is an elite talent, but he did benefit from playing with two other 
elite linemates. The right fit will be key here at such a high price tag and 
while Gaudreau should still be worth it, there is some caution to be 
exercised here — especially considering the massive spike in value in a 
contract year. 

One other issue with the forecast above is that it isn’t based on any 
comparables — because Gaudreau doesn’t have any. His size, play-
making and total value make him a bit of a unicorn and that might 
overrate how he ages. 

Finally, Filip Forsberg put it all together. The elite talent was always 
there, but the consistency wasn’t. The 2021-22 season saw him play at a 
4.5-win pace thanks to strong five-on-five numbers and what might’ve 
been a 50-50 season had he not missed 13 games. 

The convenient timing of that breakthrough coming in a contract year is 
where things get really tricky. Prior to last season, Forsberg had two 
straight seasons pacing under two wins, a dip from where he was a few 

years prior. Answering “who is the real Forsberg?” is the key to figuring 
out what he’s worth. A 35-goal point-per-game player feels like a safe 
benchmark and that’s still pretty damn valuable. 

Evolving Hockey projects a seven-year deal at $9.5 million per and that’s 
a touch too rich and too long. That number might be okay at five years, or 
$9 million at that length. If there’s a hard line to be drawn it should 
probably be on length. A number of Forsberg’s comparables had pretty 
steep drop-offs going forward, though it’s worth noting that many of them 
were much more physical. That lack of edge in Forsberg’s game may 
prolong his value.  

Nazem Kadri 

There are a lot of difficult contracts to figure out this summer, and Nazem 
Kadri’s may be the toughest. What do you pay a career second-line 
center who suddenly scores at a 100-point pace at age 31 in a contract 
year on one of the league’s most loaded teams? 

Evolving Hockey says $8.5 million on a seven-year deal, which would be 
in line with the market for an average to low-end top-line center. It’s the 
deal Mika Zibanejad just signed and it’s a bit higher than what Matt 
Duchene, Logan Couture and Sean Couturier received. That latter class 
isn’t bad company for Kadri and the expected value is 2.2 wins per 
season — low-end first line center territory. 

If Kadri can retain some of his offensive explosion into next season on a 
different team that may be a salvageable deal to start, but it goes south 
relatively quickly given his age and comparables. It’s a below-market 
deal by Year 2 and it only gets worse from there. On a seven-year term, 
Kadri’s fair value is closer to $6.5 million. If he’s looking for something 
that starts with an eight, then four years should be the maximum to limit 
the risk taken on by the team. 

And that’s if Kadri’s value can approach 2.9 wins next season. There’s 
plenty of room for disaster if the 2021-22 season was just a flash in the 
pan buoyed by playing for an elite team. Kadri’s previous projected value 
was only half of that and with his age, there’s plenty of room for downside 
on top of that. There weren’t many players in my database whose 
projected value climbed 1.7 wins in a single season. 

We can’t ignore what Kadri did last season, but we also can’t ignore his 
priors either. That’s why 2.9 wins are the sweet spot — it’s in between his 
monstrous recent output and previous second-line pedigree, while also 
showing what he’s capable of doing in top-line minutes. It imagines him 
as a 75-point center rather than a 100-point one and that’s not unfeasible 
for a player of Kadri’s talent in the right role. But it’s how he ages after 
that where there’s trouble too. Kadri’s contract is going to be extremely 
fascinating. 

Kris Letang 

It’s a bit of a shock that the Penguins legend isn’t already signed as he’s 
been such a valued member of the core for over a decade — and there 
isn’t really an internal replacement for his services either. Letang is 35 
and has warts, but he remains incredibly productive and strong on the 
breakout. Relative to teammates his five-on-five numbers have dipped in 
recent seasons, but overall the team still out-chances and outscores 
opponents with Letang on the ice. He can still eat tough minutes. That’s 
valuable and Letang is easily the best defenceman available on the 
board. 

How valuable and for how long is the most important question and it 
seems that Evolving Hockey’s projection nails it. Three years is probably 
the sweet spot and at that length, a contract at around $8.5 million is 
reasonably fair for what Letang currently provides — and how he ages. 
It’s that latter part where there’s definitely some risk, especially with 
some of the cracks under the surface of his game. 

It’s telling that Sergei Gonchar, the man Letang himself essentially 
replaced, shows up as the second-best comparable. Gonchar fell off 
immediately in a new locale, which could denote a hidden Penguins 
effect (read: Crosby effect) that GSVA may not properly capture. For 
other teams, there is some buyer beware in that regard. For the 
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Penguins though, they know what they’re getting, it’s just a matter of how 
long they’re getting it for. Dan Boyle’s arc might be a best-case scenario, 
but he was much better and steadier than Letang at the time. 

Letang’s projected arc suggests he can be a top pairing defenceman for 
three more seasons and a number one defenceman for the first two. The 
team that signs him has to weigh if that third year is worth the risk. Given 
his trajectory before this past season, there’s some reason for worry. 

Evgeni Malkin 

Even more shocking than Letang is that Evgeni Malkin could remain 
unsigned. It’s hard to picture Pittsburgh without him, but he definitely isn’t 
the player he once was. The 2021 season was especially trying for him 
and while the most recent season was a nice bounce-back, it was also 
another year where injuries took their toll — the story of Malkin’s career. 
It was only three seasons ago when Malkin was playing like a legitimate 
MVP candidate, but at 35 it’s difficult to imagine him returning to that 
height. 

There are two things interesting about Malkin’s card above: The contract 
projection from Evolving Hockey and the projected future trajectory. On 
the contract side, I was stunned to see a one-year deal at such a low 
number, but even a three-year deal sees Malkin only projected at $6.4 
million per season. 

That feels very light for what he still is, a big point-per-game centre, but 
it’s actually right in line with his projected value according to GSVA. 
Malkin is still a $9 million center for next year, but that drops quickly 
going forward based on his top comparables. A majority of them didn’t 
even make it to Year 3 and very few held their value. On average, 
Malkin’s best comps were projected to be worth 2.4 wins, but delivered 
just 1.3 wins the following season. It only got worse from there. 

There’s a good reason the Penguins are being cautious here as even 
elite comparables like Patrick Marleau, Daniel Alfredsson, Jarome Iginla, 
Patrik Elias, Marian Hossa and Daniel Sedin fell apart quickly after age 
35. The one possible hope is Joe Thornton who had one of his best-ever 
seasons at age 36, but even he struggled after that. The end is near for 
Malkin, and finding the right salary and term for that is not going to be 
easy. 

Valeri Nichushkin 

There’s one comparable that really caught my eye: Justin Williams. A 
power forward who drives play in both directions and can be counted on 
for around 60 points? That might just be Valeri Nichushkin’s music. 

Nichushkin is big and strong at 6-foot-4 and does the little things very 
well. It took a while for him to arrive after struggling early on in his career, 
but he’s made a big name of himself in the analytics community since. 
Last year was his big star turn where everyone noticed him. Nichushkin 
dominated at both ends of the ice as he normally does, but this time he 
added a nice 69-point pace. That was with limited power-play time too 
and for the year he ended up scoring 2.49 points-per-60 at five-on-five. 
That ranked 47th in the league. 

There are a lot of risks that come with UFA, but they’re usually older 
players, or players with propped-up production. Nichushkin doesn’t fit 
either category at age 27 with a decent history of sparkling underlying 
numbers and his comparables — aside from Justin Abdelkader — look 
pretty promising. 

He should be a strong top-six presence for the next five years and a deal 
around $6 million is more than fair for what he brings to the table. There 
might be some concerns depending on the term, but there’s also room 
for upside if Nichushkin can parlay what he did last season into a 
consistent reality. A 3.5-win pace may be hard to duplicate, but his ability 
to drive play and the potential for more power-play time in his future 
might not make it that difficult. There’s a lot to like here. 

Claude Giroux 

I’m not quite sure how the most likely contract ended up being a seven-
year deal for a 34-year-old, but the next most likely was three years at 

$6.5 million. That sounds a bit closer to reality for Claude Giroux, though 
even that might be a slight overpay given his likely trajectory. Based on 
his age and comparables, a three-year deal should come closer to $5.7 
million. 

Giroux is still a very strong player, someone who projects to be a top-line 
player and score around 65-to-70 points. He’s a gifted passer who does 
well on the power play and can still drive play at five-on-five. His stint with 
the Panthers shows he’s still perhaps even more capable in a support 
role, rather than asked to be The Guy. His points-per-60 at five-on-five 
jumped from 1.88 to 2.28 with Florida and he was on the ice for 58 
percent of the expected goals. He can still bring the heat. 

The question with him is the same as with Malkin and Letang: How long 
can he keep it up? Based on his comparables it doesn’t look like he can 
be counted on to be a top-line talent for long, and anything past four 
years looks especially unlikely. There are some good case scenarios with 
Pavel Datsyuk, Henrik Zetterberg and Joe Pavelski — all of whom played 
at a high level for a few years after Giroux’s current age. But all three 
were also rated much better than Giroux at the same time which probably 
helped them maintain value for longer. 

Giroux’s stint with Florida makes me optimistic he still has a fair bit left in 
the tank, but going to a team that can support him is crucial. He’s 
obviously not the same player he once was. 

Darcy Kuemper 

Projected contract: $6.3 million x six years 

Goalies are voodoo so projecting them is always a bad idea. It was just 
last year that Colorado’s starter, a Vezina finalist, signed for $6 million 
per over six years. We saw what happened next. 

I’m a lot more confident that Darcy Kuemper is better now than Philipp 
Grubauer was last year, but confidence in goaltending gets you almost 
nowhere. Based on his projected value, a deal around $6 million is fair 
for now — but that doesn’t include aging, something I haven’t yet worked 
on for goaltenders. At age 31 there’s a real risk there, especially for six 
seasons, although it does seem like netminders have a longer shelf life. 

Kuemper has had elite starter potential since 2017-18 when he put up 
exceptional numbers with the Kings, but it took a while for him to truly 
realize it thanks mostly to injuries. His first year in Colorado is where he 
was finally able to prove his worth and he had an exceptional season, 
saving 16 goals above expected thanks to a .921 save percentage. The 
former mark ranked fifth in the league and since 2017-18, Kuemper 
actually ranks fourth in the league in goals saved above expected. It’s for 
that reason that he’s one of the highest-rated goalies according to GSVA. 

But, at the end of the day, he’s a goalie. Take everything with a grain of 
salt. He’s probably a top 10 goalie and that’s probably worth the cost of 
acquisition. But “probably” isn’t worth much at this position. 

Strong Support Players 

Mason Marchment 

A very large part of me wanted to include Mason Marchment with the 
group above — his projected GSVA of 2.4 wins fit with everyone else 
there — but I couldn’t after seeing his comparables. All six of them. 
Marchment is an extremely unique player analytically and that made it 
difficult to find past players with similar numbers in a similar role. That’s 
why only six players with a similarity score of five percent or higher 
popped up, and all their scores are relatively low compared to other 
players. 

It’s a small sample of comparables, but all six saw a sizeable drop in the 
following season and it’s fair to expect the same from Marchment. I 
mean, the model already expects that with a projection that’s 1.8 wins 
lower than his pace in 2021-22, but even that may not be enough. 
Marchment had a 65 percent expected goals rate, a 69 percent actual 
goals rate and 3.42 points-per-60. All of those numbers were among the 
best in the league. Somehow. The fact he earned 47 points in 54 games, 
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a 71-point pace, on the third line with minimal power-play time (less than 
one minute per game) really says it all. 

All of those numbers will come down and his projected value shouldn’t be 
nearly as high as it is. Perhaps the 1.5-win rate for 2023 is a better 
reflection of what to expect — especially with the added layer of Florida’s 
system likely being a big part of his random explosion of value. 

Evolving Hockey has Marchment’s expected contract incredibly low for 
what he did offer last year and that makes Marchment a potential steal 
for a team willing to believe that at least some of what he did last season 
was real. 

He’s a terrific forechecker with a knack for recovering dump-ins and 
some decent puck skills — Marchment could make for a strong disruptor 
in a top-six role. Think Michael Bunting from last season, only with a 
much bigger NHL sample size to work with. That sample makes this far 
from a slam dunk, but 54 games of strong results is nothing to scoff at 
either. 

David Perron 

To be honest, David Perron should’ve probably got the Patrice Bergeron 
treatment — he’s probably only signing in St. Louis. He’s a lifer and the 
franchise has treated him well lately with his career experiencing a 
second life. There was a time when his career looked like it was on the 
way out, but his play during his early 30s has been nothing short of 
inspiring. 

But time comes for us all and the clock is ticking on Perron. The 34-year-
old is a $7 million winger right now thanks to his ability to score 70 points 
and drive play defensively — but how much more can the Blues really 
squeeze out of him? The trajectory of his comparables are far from ideal 
with only three of 25 earning over Perron’s 1.8 projected wins. That’s why 
the error bar slants so far downwards as it expects his current projection 
as wishful thinking. Most players like Perron fall off a cliff sooner rather 
than later. On average they were projected for 1.9 wins but dropped all 
the way to 0.9 the year after. 

Maybe Perron shrugs that off and keeps making beautiful music with 
Ryan O’Reilly as the two have some amazing chemistry. But if I were the 
Blues I’d be a bit worried. Perron can score points, but his ability to drive 
offense at five-on-five is in decline. Term is the scariest thing here as 
only half his comparables even made it to Year 3. 

Nino Niederreiter 

I can’t see anyone giving Nino Niederreiter a seven-year deal, but hey, 
this is the NHL we’re talking about and sometimes they give out wacky 
contracts to big power forwards. Valeri Nichushkin is the main draw and I 
guess Evander Kane too — but if teams strike out on those two, 
Niederreiter isn’t a bad consolation prize. 

He was a terrific add to the Hurricanes several years ago, an addition 
that helped spark the team’s second-half turnaround. He’s an elite 
forechecker and can make for a terrific disruptor on a skilled line. 
Niederreiter’s ability to drive play took a dip in recent years but roared 
back toward elite status this past season where he posted a 59 percent 
expected goals rate and 64 percent of the actual goals. Don’t be fooled 
by his modest point totals either as that says more about his lack of 
power play time than anything. He managed a strong 2.26 points-per-60 
at five-on-five. 

Term will be a big sticking point here as Niederreiter’s best comps 
suggest anything past four years is dicey, but before that is a pretty solid 
sweet spot where he should be worth $6 million per season, delivering 
1.5 wins on average. That’s a solid second liner there with the upside to 
be more in a support role with skilled players. Niederreiter’s top comps 
being Chris Kunitz, Alex Burrows and Craig Smith showcase the kind of 
potential he has in that kind of role. He won’t be The Guy, but he can be 
the guy that everyone wants to play with. He makes the dirty work look 
easy and has a knack for putting pucks in the net. 

Andre Burakovsky 

I definitely got some sticker shock seeing the contract projection for 
Andre Burakovsky. A $6.9 million valuation is indeed the going rate for a 
high-end second-line winger, but it was still a surprise. 

What I didn’t realize was how consistent Burakovsky’s scoring has been 
in Colorado. In three years with the Avalanche he’s scored at a 60-to-70 
point pace and that indeed is worthy of the big bucks. There were plenty 
of questions about whether Burakovsky could put it all together when he 
was in Washington and he answered that swiftly with the Avalanche once 
he was actually put in a place to succeed. He’s been an adequate play-
driver too, albeit mostly on offense. 

At 27, Burakovsky is on the young side of the UFA line so it would seem 
he’s a pretty safe bet to splurge on, but it’s right here where a lot of UFA 
mistakes are made. Most NHL players peak between 24-to-26 and at 
UFA age teams are basically only paying for downside. Based on 
Burakovsky’s comps, he might not last as long as expected as a high-
end second-line player. His best comp, a similarly late-blooming Bobby 
Ryan, is a great baseline for that. 

The one thing that could mitigate that though is a bigger role, especially 
on the power play. Burakovsky is a 60-plus point player despite earning 
less than 40 percent of the power-play ice-time and mostly playing with 
the second unit. He has the potential to be a valuable scorer on a top 
unit, especially with what he’s shown at five-on-five scoring over 2.5 
points-per-60 in each of the last three seasons. Only seven other players 
can say the same thing: Artemi Panarin, Brad Marchand, Connor 
McDavid, David Pastrnak, Jonathan Huberdeau, Leon Draisaitl, and 
Nathan MacKinnon. Pretty damn good company. Over the last three 
years, Burakovsky ranks 22nd in five-on-five points-per-60. 

It may be difficult to keep that up on a team that isn’t Colorado, but it 
shows how efficient Burakovsky has been as a scorer. With the right fit, 
he may have top-six value for longer than projected here. 

Evander Kane 

Signing Evander Kane to a big-money long-term deal is a mistake. This 
is already true if his plentiful off-ice issues are all you care about, and in 
his case, it’s reason enough. But even his on-ice ability carries a lot of 
red flags. Kane’s deal should not start with a seven, let alone an eight. To 
be honest, six is also pushing it. 

Kane is a top-line caliber player right now, one who has had two strong 
back-to-back seasons. In 2021, he played at a 2.6-win pace and last year 
he was at 3.2. That seems worthy of big money, but last year’s run 
comes with a big ol’ McDavid-sized asterisk. It’s unlikely he delivers 
anywhere close to the same value outside of Edmonton and it’s why 
GSVA has kept his projected value consistent for four years straight. At 
1.9 wins, Kane is a $7.1 million player and just a shade under his 
projected contract from Evolving Hockey. 

But age is the great equalizer and Kane’s comparables are downright 
frightening with Dany Heatley, in particular, sounding the biggest alarm 
bells. He and a lot of Kane’s other comps fell off a steep cliff between 30 
and 35 and what a team pays for with Kane very likely won’t be what they 
get. He might be fine for one year, two years, maybe even three. But 
anything longer is a recipe for disaster. Of Kane’s 25 top comps, 19 were 
projected to be worth more than Kane’s current 1.9 wins. That dropped to 
12 in Year 1 and six in Year 2. 

Add the off-ice baggage to all of that and it’s just a risk not worth taking 
— especially not with term. 

Ryan Strome 

Since joining the Rangers, Ryan Strome has scored at a 61-point pace, 
looking like a legitimate second-line center on a contender most nights. 
The Rangers outscore their opponents with him on the ice and he’s been 
pretty productive since being paired with Artemi Panarin. 

And there’s the issue: What is Strome without Panarin? 

I’m extremely skeptical it’s a player worth $7 million, especially at term. 
The center market is thin so something silly might happen here, but 
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Strome already isn’t worth that in Year 1 – with the Panarin Effect likely 
skewing his value. His numbers only go down further from there and it 
could be much worse without Panarin. 

One of the things I wanted to look into with my model this summer was 
the effect of teammate quality, especially on a player’s production. 
Strome is a 60-point player, but how much is him and how much is 
Panarin – his most frequent linemate. It’s not an answer I have yet, but 
it’s worth noting that Strome’s points-per-60 over the last three years 
without Panarin is 2.5, just a shade under the 2.76 with Panarin. That’s 
pretty encouraging actually. 

Less encouraging are his comparables. It’s never a good sign when 
Andrew Ladd is the best match, even if the two play different styles, but 
seeing Derick Brassard and Derek Stepan is also troubling. Maybe 
Strome can extend his peak out further than projected here, but without 
Panarin on a different team that seems unlikely. Any contract longer than 
three or four years is dicey and at that term, I’m not sure his contract 
should start with a six. He’s a second-line center but might not be for 
long. 

Vincent Trocheck 

An undersized second-line center at age 28: Is Vincent Trocheck more 
like Paul Stastny or Derek Roy (or god forbid, Kyle Turris). Trocheck has 
had such an up-and-down career that it’s really hard to predict what 
happens next for him. Stastny is probably too rich, but it’s also hard to 
see Trocheck flaming out as quickly as the other two did. 

Trocheck’s first year in Carolina was really promising where he played at 
a 2.8-win pace, a huge bounce-back from his last year in Florida, but he 
regressed from there to a 1.9-win season. That’s still great for a second-
line center, but it’s also a marked step down and it feels unlikely things 
get better from here on out. 

Still, Trocheck is a serviceable pivot who has shown an ability to drive 
play well at both ends of the ice. In the middle six, that’s incredibly useful, 
but I can see the price tag getting too rich very quickly. A shorter term is 
key here given his comparables, but $6 million might be difficult to live up 
to by the end of it. The expectation is 1.5 wins per season at that price 
and Trocheck is likely steering away from that at his age. There’s a 
chance he can keep up his two-win value that he showed last season, 
but it seems a gradual decline is probably what’s in the cards. The mid-
range players are where the most risk lies and Trocheck certainly fits that 
bill. 

John Klingberg 

There are next to no valuable defenders on the free agency board this 
summer and that should mean John Klingberg cashes in. He’s one of the 
league’s best offensive defenceman, drives play well in the fun zone and 
scores a lot of points. Those are the type of defensemen who usually get 
paid handsomely. They’re also the type that tend to burn teams who 
focus too much on the point totals and not the rest of their game. 

In Klingberg’s case, his game has fallen off hard in recent seasons with 
last year’s 0.9-win pace representing a new low. That’s just under top 
pair territory and explains his low projected GSVA of just 1.2 wins. At that 
rate, he’s worth just $5.6 million which is well short of the projected $6.9 
million he’s expected to net over seven years. Not nice. 

The problem with Klingberg is his defense and last year was especially 
bad in that regard. The Stars allowed 0.35 more expected goals against 
per 60 with Klingberg on the ice compared to off the ice last season and 
a lot of those ended up in the back of the net. For three straight seasons, 
the Stars have performed better with Klingberg on the bench and he’s 
been outscored every season. His actual expected goals percentage is 
above 50 percent each year, but only modestly so. Klingberg’s value has 
tanked every year as a result and he’s a long way removed from his 
peak. His trajectory is a straight slide down where living up to a near $7 
million deal gets tougher and tougher each year. His comparables being 
a number of past-their-prime sheltered power play quarterbacks is 

especially worrying. The presence of Keith Yandle as the top comp 
screams buyer beware. 

With that being said, it’s possible that a better fit might cure what ails 
Klingberg. The talent is immense, he has more experience playing 
tougher minutes than many of his comps did and his decline coincided 
with a coach who didn’t exactly mesh with Klingberg’s ideal style of play. 
In a different system, there’s a chance he can thrive as he remains one 
of the league’s absolute best puck-movers in all three zones. His play 
without the puck is a red flag, but he’s shown in the past he can make up 
for it. It’s not too late to regain that form, though I’d still be very wary of a 
long-term commitment. 

Andrew Copp 

Andrew Copp’s ascent from bottom six shutdown guy to top six utility 
player has been a treat to watch. He can do anything that’s asked of him 
and can fit anywhere in the lineup. That makes him an incredibly useful 
player, and also someone who may get overpaid this summer. 

A lot depends on how much of his 2021-22 season is the real Copp and 
what can be sustained going forward. Perhaps he’s a late bloomer and 
can really be a top line player worth 2.1 wins per season. That kind of 
value would be well worth a $6 million deal where the expectation is 1.5 
wins per season, but that might be a bit of a tough sell. He was only a 
second line scorer with the Jets and didn’t drive play that well. 

What’s really boosted his stock though is his play with the Rangers. He 
was the perfect fit for them and immediately sparked the team toward an 
epic playoff run. His five-on-five numbers were incredible and he scored 
18 points in 16 regular-season games. Add 13 points in 18 playoff games 
and Copp has made a seriously good impression in New York. A lot of 
that is good fortune, but some of it shows the type of player he can be in 
the right system. 

Copp’s best comparable being Brandon Dubinsky feels apt and is also 
encouraging with regards to what to expect from him going forward. 
Once Dubinsky rose to the two-win plateau he stayed there for a couple 
of seasons before a gradual descent in Year 4. His average win total: 1.8 
wins. If Copp can replicate that, he might be a much worthier bet than the 
model suggests. He might even be one of this year’s better bargains. 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

Projected contract: $4.7 million x two years 

My goalie projections are not age-adjusted and take into account his last 
five years, with the most recent two being weighed the heaviest. That’s 
important to know for Marc-Andre Fleury who is entering his age 38 
season and is coming off a particularly poor year where he allowed 11 
goals more than expected. He did turn things around a bit with the Wild, 
but even then he was only average and not nearly as high as the model 
has him. 

The guy who won the Vezina in 2021 is still in there as that season 
wasn’t too long ago, but it’s very possible that last year was a sign of 
things to come given his age. There is plenty of risk involved with turning 
to Fleury to be a team’s answer in net, especially if there isn’t a solid 
backup plan behind him. It all depends on how much term he asks for 
and at what price, but something that starts with a four is probably fine. 
Given the goalie market this offseason, it’s not like teams have many 
options anyway. Fleury is relatively safe given his pedigree, but the red 
flag of advanced age looms large. 

Ondrej Palat 

Ondrej Palat has been such a staple in Tampa Bay that it’s hard to 
envision him anywhere else. He’s a key part of the team’s top six and a 
consistently strong play-driver that makes life easy for the team’s skilled 
forwards. He’s been a borderline top-line caliber forward for most of his 
career. 

But age is on not on Palat’s side and a decline is coming for the 31-year-
old, especially if he plays for a team that isn’t the Lightning. His point 
pace already dipped from a nice 69 in 2021 to 52 last year – and it looks 
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like sub-50 is on the horizon for him. He still adds more than enough on 
both sides of the puck to be a worthy top six fixture, but his production 
looks like it’s on the way down. 

What’s interesting about Palat’s projection is that it actually goes up in 
Year 2 despite being 31, a rarity. Blame his comps who had a bit of 
staying power, though it’s uncertain how long that will actually last. For 
Palat it likely means two more years as a dependable top-six player with 
things getting dicey after that. That actually fits his contract projection 
from Evolving Hockey pretty well as his projected value over the next 
three years isn’t far off his $5.6 million projected contract. 

Ville Husso 

Projected contract: $5.0 million x four years 

Ville Husso’s rookie season left a lot to be desired, but he was nothing 
short of remarkable in his sophomore season eventually stealing the 
starting job from Jordan Binnington. He eventually faltered in the playoffs 
and lost the job, a trajectory that reminds me of Grubauer in Washington. 
He ended up being a pretty strong starter in Colorado and the same can 
be true for Husso in another city – assuming he doesn’t return to St. 
Louis. 

There aren’t many starter-caliber goalies available in free agency, but 
Husso definitely has the potential to be one. After a strong second 
season, he now ranks 19th among goalies in projected GSVA per game 
– and part of the reason he’s so low is due to his small sample size. If he 
can continue what he showed last season, he has a real chance to climb 
the ranks. 

Husso only played 40 games which is hardly enough to go on for a 
goalie, but in that time he ranked seventh in the league with 13 goals 
saved above expected, earning a .919 save percentage in the process. 
He dipped a bit to close out the season and didn’t have a strong playoffs, 
but the foundation is there for Husso to take the reins somewhere and be 
some team’s answer. It’s a risky gambit given his short resume, but it’s a 
worthy one given last year’s performance. He’s projected to get the same 
deal Linus Ullmark got last year and he likely has higher upside than 
Ullmark did at the time. 

Reilly Smith 

The odd man out from Vegas’s salary cap shuffle looks to be Reilly Smith 
and that looks to be the best from the Golden Knights. Smith is still a 
terrific player who bounced back after an off year in 2021, but time is not 
on his side and he looks to be the exact type of player that’s running out 
of it. 

Smith being 31 and valued at 1.4 wins, a solid second line rate, would 
normally suggest a decent chance of survivability, but his best comps 
actually suggest only two more seasons as a top six forward and 
potentially only three years of being an NHL-level talent. The survival rate 
dips from 75 percent to 35 percent from Year 3 to Year 4 and that means 
keeping the term under four years is crucial. Even then his market value 
is $4.4 million per season which is well off the $6.3 million projected by 
Evolving Hockey. 

I wouldn’t be that shocked if he got something along those lines after 
scoring at a 56-point pace last season, but his age is a big factor in that 
being a mistake. Anything that starts with a six would likely be a mistake 
in the very first year. 

Ilya Mikheyev 

Ilya Mikheyev did two things really well in 2021-22: score goals and 
prevent goals. That made for an incredibly valuable player and one of the 
key cogs to Toronto’s depth last season. He only suited up for 53 games, 
but in that time he scored at a 32-goal pace, was a key member of the 
penalty kill and was arguably the focal point of the team’s brilliant 
shutdown line. Last year he had a strong 58 percent expected goals rate 
that ranked fourth among Leafs forwards. 

Because of all that, he’s likely priced himself out of Toronto’s plans with a 
contract projection at around $5 million – with term. 

That’s probably a little rich for someone without much of a resume, but 
it’s roughly the price for a player projected to provide 1.2 wins of value. 
That’s a mark Mikheyev should eclipse at least next season. After that 
things get a little tricky though and that’s why it’s best not to give term to 
non-essential players. Keep this deal tight to three years and Mikheyev is 
worth $4.7 million. Anything after and the price should drop accordingly. 

Really, it depends on what a team views Mikheyev as. He’s a middle six 
guy, but if his true value leans toward the top six then that might be worth 
a few extra dollars. If it’s more bottom six, it’s best not to overpay at all. 
Mikheyev is a good player, but the inconsistent and short priors suggest 
caution. 

Rickard Rakell 

You’ll notice that a lot of the analysis in this piece basically boils down to 
“don’t do that.” When it comes to free agency it really is the best advice 
because teams are paying for declining assets. Free agent frenzy might 
as well be called the used car sale. 

That brings us to Rickard Rakell. His projected contract suggests a 
second line talent where the expectation is 1.5 wins per season. Rakell is 
already below that and prior to this season was trending down. He is not 
a guy who should net big money, nor term, let alone both. It’s more than 
feasible given the bounce-back season he had and seeing his play 
genuinely improve in Pittsburgh might make him an attractive get. He 
scored 13 points in 19 games while posting a 55 percent expected goals 
rate – enough to give pause about what he can really do now that he’s 
out of Anaheim. 

Perhaps the right fit might be worthwhile, but it still feels unlikely that he 
can be a legitimate top six talent for long enough for a big contract to be 
worth it. There’s always a chance, but in free agency it’s usually a losing 
chance. Rakell is 29 and that’s not young in this league. 

Alex Edler 

It really felt like 2021 was the end of the line for Edler. He was getting 
caved in at five-on-five and was no longer the reliable defender he 
always was. At 35 it was hard to blame him. Flash forward one year and 
it looks like he found the fountain of youth in Los Angeles. With not many 
true top four defensemen available, the veteran rearguard is actually a 
worthy gamble. 

A short and sweet term is key here as a large majority of Edler’s cohorts 
did not make it past two years. At that point, it’s best to just play it by year 
and a one-year deal works even better. With shorter term there’s less risk 
and a better chance that Edler can keep up what he showed last season 
which was nothing short of remarkable given his prior trajectory. Edler 
only played half the season, but it was a very strong half where he 
scored at a 38-point pace while driving offense to an elite degree. It was 
the five-on-five numbers that were truly special though with the Kings 
earning 57 percent of the actual and expected goals with Edler on the 
ice. Both marks led the team, leading to some excellent numbers relative 
to teammates. Among defensemen that played over 500 minutes, Edler’s 
plus-0.53 expected goal differential per 60 relative to teammates led the 
league. Not bad for an old-timer. 

It’s unlikely he repeats that next season, but his most recent output does 
show that he still has gas left in the tank and can still be a reliable 
contributor. For how long remains to be seen, but he’s a worthy bet for at 
least one season. 

Jack Campbell 

Projected contract: $5.7 million x six years 

Jack Campbell has immaculate vibes and that alone can help boost a 
team’s fortunes, but interested teams have to ask themselves what kind 
of goalie he can be. Is he a starter that can be reasonably relied on in the 
postseason, or is he a platoon goalie that you pray catches fire? If it’s the 
former, he’s a below-average one. If it’s the latter he’s an above-average 
one. That creates a difficult question about what to exactly pay the man. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 10, 2022 

 

When Campbell is on, he’s on. His start to the season last year was 
exceptional and it looked like the Leafs finally found an answer in net. 
What happened afterward left a lot to be desired – and a lot of money on 
the table. The Evolving Hockey projection is basically the “well, you’re a 
starting goalie” contract and it’s hard not to see the deal leading to a lot 
of regret. Campbell’s save percentage was solid last season, sure, but 
that was behind a Leafs team that limited quality chances well. His goals 
saved above expected was the 23rd worst in the league. 

Campbell has a decent history of strong play before that, but the lack of 
consistency is difficult to bet on. Of course, there could be the Toronto 
Effect at play here – glares at Frederik Andersen immediately after 
leaving the Leafs – where the spotlight becomes difficult for any goalie to 
thrive in. Maybe a low-key locale could help turn Campbell into the 
legitimate starter many once expected him to be. 

Useful Depth 

Nick Paul 

Projected contract: $3.4 million x four years 

An extremely impressive playoff showing has vaulted Paul to the top of 
this list. By projected GSVA the above deal screams overpay as he didn’t 
look like too much of a needle-mover in Ottawa. Tampa Bay knows how 
to pick ’em though and he’s blown past those modest expectations. With 
Ottawa, Paul’s average Game Score was 0.17, which is fourth line 
caliber. With the Lightning, that jumped to 0.66 in 21 regular seasons 
games and 0.63 in 15 playoff games. That’s second line caliber and if 
that’s the type of value he can bring to the table he would be a steal at 
$3.4 million. Is that replicable outside of Tampa Bay? 

Calle Jarnkrok 

Projected contract: $4.4 million x four years 

The most average player in the league. The model isn’t overly fond of 
him right now, but that’s due to a weak showing with the Kraken. He has 
a previous long track record of being extremely mid and in this league 
that’s worth decent money. I’d be wary given his most recent 
performance was so lackluster and term is especially scary for the 30-
year-old – but he’s a fine third-line guy. 

Paul Stastny 

Projected contract: $3.4 million x one year 

Stastny is still a very useful center who can fit right in to most teams’ 
middle six. His defensive game has fallen off over the past few years, but 
he can still drive offense and scored at a solid 52-point pace last year. 
He’s old, but teams can do a lot worse. He’s been a steady 1.5-win 
player over the last few seasons. 

Brett Kulak 

Projected contract: $2.9 million x three years 

An extremely interesting defenseman. Call him The Opposite Chiarot: 
stats folks love him, hockey men are … less convinced. Kulak is 
incredibly useful when put in a sheltered role – whether that’s next to a 
top-pairing defender in the top four, or leading a third pair. Whether he 
can be more than that is difficult to say, but he’s shown a knack for 
suppressing chances and had a very strong showing in particular with the 
Oilers. A 3×3 deal wouldn’t be too difficult to stomach here, and there’s 
added upside if his game does translate into a top-four role. 

Evan Rodrigues 

Projected contract: $3.0 million x three years 

Rodrigues’ first half of the 2021-22 season was the stuff of legend, going 
from replacement-level scrub to all-star caliber forward. He was 
producing at will and dominating at five-on-five – without the benefit of 
playing with Pittsburgh’s superstars either. It was an expected heater for 
the ages, one he struggled to continue in the season’s second half. That 
bender was no doubt a mirage, but it was enough to show Rodrigues has 

real talent and can be a useful middle six player. He’s versatile and is 
especially strong at suppressing scoring chances. He’d be a nice get on 
a 3×3 deal. 

Frank Vatrano 

Projected contract: $3.9 million x four years 

The Panthers couldn’t find a home for Vatrano in their lineup. The 
Rangers put him on the top line. And it worked. Vatrano is a very 
interesting player, one who deserves a full-time role he wasn’t getting in 
Florida. I wouldn’t spend a lot or commit too long, but he’s a worthy flier 
thanks primarily to his knack for finding the net. Over the last five 
seasons, he’s consistently been around one goal per 60 at five-on-five, 
and his 0.96 goals-per-60 ranks in the league’s top 50. Not a bad 
weapon to have in a team’s middle six. 

Max Domi 

Projected contract: $4.5 million x four years 

Domi scored at a 44-point pace despite averaging 13 minutes per night. 
That’s pretty good and speaks to his offensive efficiency. His defensive 
unawareness though is why he’s only getting 13 minutes per night. Fit is 
crucial here as he needs a strong-minded defensive player to shield his 
red flags. 

Andreas Athanasiou 

Projected contract: $3.6 million x four years 

For a while it looked like Athanasiou’s career was heading down the 
wrong path, but he had a nice renaissance with the Kings. It was only 28 
games, but he proved he could score again (32-goal, 50-point pace) 
while not being a five-on-five liability (54 percent expected goals rate). 
That latter part was always the biggest issue with him, but if he’s solved 
that his speed is a tremendous offensive asset in a team’s middle six. 
He’s projected to be worth 0.9 wins next year which would be in line with 
his projected contract – but there’s a risk given his prior inconsistency. 

Ian Cole 

Projected contract: $2.6 million x two years 

It seems like Ian Cole is always flying under the radar, probably because 
he’s usually reserved for a depth role. Whether he can handle top four 
minutes or not doesn’t really matter as he has a knack for crushing the 
easy minutes. That’s valuable and he would be a great addition to a 
team’s third pair. He had a 56 percent expected goals rate with Carolina 
last season, buoyed strongly by his ability to suppress scoring chances. 

Nikita Zadorov 

Projected contract: $4.3 million x five years 

Zadorov seems like the exact type of player to warrant an overpay 
contract like the one Evolving Hockey projects, but he showed last year 
he can be a useful shutdown defender. He’s posted strong defensive 
impacts in the past, but always gave it back the other way, Last season 
was his best defensive season yet and he wasn’t a detriment offensively. 
Given his size and physicality, a $3 million deal wouldn’t be a bad bet. 

Zach Aston-Reese 

Projected contract: $2.0 million x three years 

One of the league’s absolute best forecheckers. Ideally, you want a bit 
more offense, but in a bottom-six role, Aston-Reese can be incredibly 
useful. Year after year he has one of the strongest defensive impacts in 
the game thanks to his ability to keep the puck to the perimeter. 

Johan Larsson 

Projected contract: $1.1 million x one year 

Consistently one of the league’s best defensive centers. Last year he 
added some scoring upside to that with a shocking 21 points in 43 
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games. He’s an analytics darling who suppresses chances well and is 
well worth the low price tag – especially with how shallow the center 
market is. 

Tyler Motte 

Projected contract: $2.9 million x four years 

There have been some odd overpays in recent years for bottom-six 
grinders and Motte seems next in line for that. He’s grown a lot over the 
last few years and is a real asset defensively, but $2.9 million at term is 
an unnecessary risk. The point is to find the next Motte, not overpay for 
that type of player in free agency. Spending that much for a likely fourth 
liner is a waste, even if he is one of the game’s better penalty killers. 

Colin Blackwell 

Projected contract: $1.0 million x one year 

A solid Swiss Army knife type of player. Blackwell showed a lot of 
promise in Seattle as a bottom six plug-and-play player and did the same 
in Toronto after the deadline. He had a really strong defensive impact last 
season and would be a nice bargain at $1 million. 

Nico Sturm 

Projected contract: $2.4 million x four years 

Sturm was excellent in a depth role in his rookie season but struggled in 
his second year. He has the potential to be a solid bottom-six center with 
decent size and defensive instincts, but I would avoid the term Evolving 
Hockey is projecting. 

Tyler Ennis 

Projected contract: $1.1 million x one year 

Perennially the bargain bin king. Ennis scored at a 35-point pace last 
season despite limited usage. That’s decent for a depth role and over the 
last three seasons, his points-per-60 at five-on-five is 1.84. That’s middle 
six caliber. 

Justin Schultz 

Projected contract: $2.7 million x two years 

Slid down the depth chart last year in Washington. He won’t move the 
needle much, but he won’t hurt you either. A fine third pairing option with 
average puck-moving ability. 

Josh Manson 

Projected contract: $4.0 million x four years 

By no means a model favorite, but the pedigree is there. He’s physical 
and strong defensively, but a risk to be overpaid for those attributes given 
his recent performance. Term at his age would also be a big mistake. I 
hoped he would show more on a better team, but his numbers in 
Colorado have been pretty pedestrian. 

P.K. Subban 

Projected contract: $3.8 million x three years 

Subban no longer has his fastball and can’t be depended on to be a top-
four defenseman, but a reduction in role last year showed he can still 
drive play further down the depth chart. His plus-0.08 expected goal 
differential per 60 relative to teammates was his highest in five years. 
Something between $2 and $2.5 million should be fine. 

Ilya Lyubushkin 

Projected contract: $840,000 x one year 

A more than serviceable depth defender with a strong defensive impact. 
He doesn’t do much and is a black hole on offense, but his physicality 
and play in his own end is worth a flier – and the very modest expected 
sum. 

Erik Gudbranson 

Projected contract: $3.0 million x three years 

Much maligned throughout his career, but Gudbranson has proven twice 
in his career that he can be dependable in the right system. He was 
excellent on Calgary’s third pair last season though it’s best not to get too 
ahead of ourselves with cost. He’s worth closer to $1.5 million. 

Phil Kessel 

Projected contract: $1.9 million x one year 

Kessel can still pass the puck very well, but he’s an absolute lost cause 
defensively. Worth a shot for some depth scoring if he can be insulated 
well. A better team might get more out of him than Arizona did. Don’t 
forget about his championship pedigree either. 

Casey DeSmith 

Projected contract: $2.7 million x two years 

A solid, dependable and reliable backup goaltender. DeSmith’s save 
percentage is always solid and he’s saved eight goals above expected in 
his 96-game career. His most recent season was his worst one though. 

Olli Maatta 

Projected contract: $3.1 million x four years 

Maatta has been inconsistent from year to year, but he’s coming off a 
strong year that showed he might be fine as a third-pairing option. I 
wouldn’t go over $2 million or give much of any term, but his defensive 
numbers with the Kings were great last season. 

Ben Chiarot 

Projected contract: $5.5 million x four years 

Analytics folks hate him, hockey men love him. He’s projected to provide 
negative value next year (minus-0.6 wins to be exact), but he’s probably 
not that bad. He’s not as good as his big minutes suggest either. His true 
utility is probably closer to rugged third pairing guy, but it’s unlikely he’s 
paid like that. God speed to the poor sap that pays a massive price for 
him. At his projected contract, Chiarot would be a day one buyout 
candidate with a deal that would be impossible to live up to. 

Player Card explainer 

The explainer for the left side can be found here. As for the right side, 
here’s what you need to know. 

EH Contract Proj: The contract projection from Evolving Hockey. 

Expected Value: How many wins per season the player needs to be 
worth during the duration of the contract to be worth it. 

On-Ice Value: How many wins the player is projected to be worth. 

Market Value: How much salary the player is worth based on projected 
wins. 

Surplus Wins: How many wins the player is projected to provide 
above/below expected value of the contract. 

Surplus Salary: How overpaid or underpaid the player is expected to be. 

The Chart: The bold black line is the player’s prior projected value. The 
dotted line is the player’s future projected value. The bars are the range 
of possible projections based on comparables from the 10th to the 90th 
percentile. 

Yearly Market Value: How much the player is projected to be worth each 
season. 

Positive Value Probability: The likelihood the player exceeds the value of 
the contract that season based on the potential range of outcomes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning take away Rangers' home ice advantage to 
close in on Stanley Cup Final berth 

 

Luke Fox  

 

Before the New York Rangers trudged out of Tampa, their early series 
momentum a distant memory in what had suddenly turned into a best-of-
three, they all cited home ice as an advantage. 

Madison Square Garden. 

In the world’s most famous arena, before the NHL playoffs’ most famous 
fanbase, the Blueshirts had steamrolled opponents to an 8-1 playoff 
record. Igor Shesterkin had been lights-out in the City That Never Sleeps. 
Stud centre Mika Zibanejad had a six-game goal streak rolling at home, 
and he wouldn’t be saddled with that pesky Anthony Cirelli dogging him 
all night long. 

Ranger rental Andrew Copp had already felt the influence of his new 
home. Last change would help, of course. The beer-guzzling, chant-
inventing supporters could pick them if they stumbled, propel them higher 
if they got up. And then there was something psychological at play, a 
confidence woven into the darker sweaters. 

“The home teams are supposed to win, in general,” Copp told reporters. 
“For whatever reason, MSG has been a good home to us.” 

They say no series truly begins until someone loses at home. So, with 
the Tampa Bay Lightning squeaking out a 3-1 victory on enemy territory 
Thursday, this series could be finished Saturday night. 

If a noisy, star-laden barn wasn’t enough, the Rangers got a boost with 
the return of not one but two healthy centremen to their lineup, Ryan 
Strome and Filip Chytil. 

And a second jolt when hardnosed defenceman Ryan Lindgren fluttered 
a puck high-blocker past Andrei Vasilevskiy to give the home side a 1-0 
lead halfway through the event. 

Once again, the Rangers appeared to be using their own barn to their 
advantage. 

“How are we going to fight through that?” Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
wondered. “Are we going to stick to what we know has worked? Are we 
going to be able to fight through checks? Are we going to be able to fight 
through crowd noise? Those are things that, if you want to win the 
Stanley Cup, you have to do. 

“It’s going to take everything we have – and probably more – to win a 
game on the road.” 

The champions cut through the noise and trampled adversity, unbreaking 
from their game plan. 

Remember, the Lightning didn’t own home ice in Rounds 1 and 2, either. 
They’re used to this. 

“We knew it was going to be a low-scoring grind game, and the team that 
was just going to keep grinding the most (would win),” Steven Stamkos 
said. “When you stick with it long enough, usually you get rewarded.” 

Defenceman Mikhail Sergachev tied the low-event game with a seeing-
eye wrist shot from the point that weaved unblocked through seven 
bodies from his blade to the net, the final one belonging to Shesterkin. 

Corey Perry was the final screen, an obtrusive, obnoxious pillar smack in 
Shesterkin’s sightline. 

“It’s a matter of taking his eyes away. It’s a matter of being there, but not 
in the blue,” Perry explained. 

“As (the tournament) gets deeper, goals are harder to come by. You 
have to work a little bit harder. It’s not always going to be those great 
passing plays. It’s going to be rebounds or tips—and those goals are 
scored right in front of the net. So, somebody has to go there. 

“He’s a great goalie. If he sees the puck, he’s gonna stop it.” 

Game 5’s defensive struggle appeared to be grinding toward overtime 
until a second Sergachev shot through traffic (only six bodies this time) 
deflected off Ondrej Palat’s leg for the winner with 110 seconds 
remaining on the clock. 

“I don’t think I’ve experienced anything like that before,” said Sergachev, 
after his whole body jiggled with joy. 

A Brandon Hagel empty-netter sealed it. 

“Doesn’t matter where we’re playing,” Tampa’s Victor Hedman said. “If 
we’re playing on a pond outside or at MSG, we want to win the game.” 

Now, the Lightning will take a 3-2 series lead and some stacked odds 
back to Tampa Bay, back under those banners, with a chance to clinch 
its 11th consecutive series on Saturday. 

Home ice will be in Tampa’s favour. Ditto the math. Seventy-nine per 
cent of teams that win Game 5 of a tied series go on to advance. 

But it’s a homer series no more. 

“We've been down 3-2 every series so far,” Copp pointed out. “We have 
to have a level of desperation. I think the confidence of doing it before is 
bigger and better than having to do again. I think there's the belief in the 
room.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• When was the last time two first-overall draft picks dropped the gloves 
in a playoff game? 

“That’s what great captains do,” Palat said. “And he is.” 

• Brayden Point (lower body) missed his ninth straight game. Intrigue will 
once again hover over the star centre’s availability Saturday for Game 6. 

“We’re anxiously waiting,” teammate Ryan McDonagh said. “You’ve got 
to go out there and be effective, not just go through the motions. This is 
playoff hockey. It’s different from regular season. It’s faster, more 
intense. 

“So, you’ve got to be honest with yourself and only put yourself in a 
position to help the team, not hurt the team. And we trust Pointer.” 

• Ondrej Palat smartly ducks a Jacob Trouba flying chicken wing: 

    Swing... And a miss.  

• The Rangers have scored just four goals (and only one at even-
strength) on Vasilevskiy during this three-game losing skid. 

• Plenty of celebrity sightings. 

NHL Awards host Kenan Thompson was wearing an OutKast shirt I 
would like for Father’s Day, please. 

And Rangers/Islanders fan Jimmy Fallon apparently eats hot dogs with 
the same vigor Lindgren eats pucks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six potential value goalies for Maple Leafs, Oilers to 
consider 

'I don't know where that came from' Smith on retirement rumours and 
deciding his future 

 

Play Video 

 

Goaltending, goaltending, goaltending. It can make ya, it can break ya. 
And with just three teams left standing in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, it's 
interesting to take note of each of their situations in net. 

The Tampa Bay-New York side of the bracket has an obvious storyline 
focused in the crease, as the well-proven Andrei Vasilevskiy and the 
currently arriving Igor Shesterkin duke it out. Both are vital to their 
respective team's success -- Shesterkin in helping the Rangers 
overcome some of their unfriendly underlying numbers, and Vasilevskiy 
for his elimination-game reliability and 2021 Conn Smythe Trophy with 
the Lightning. 

In the West, conference champion Colorado had to move a first-round 
pick plus to get Darcy Kuemper for a year, and he did solidify the 
Avalanche's most obvious need last off-season. The fourth-ranked 
regular season goalie by Goals Saved Above Expected and fifth by save 
percentage (.921), Kuemper's playoffs haven't been as outstanding, but 
he doesn't have the bad blowups and has lost twice in 10 games. He 
may be injured now (and Pavel Francouz is a nice backup), but Kuemper 
was key in getting them to the final, and a player the Avs went out and 
got to help improve their Cup chances. 

Of course, you can't just snap your fingers and get a No. 1 goalie in your 
crease. There just aren't enough to go around for all 32 NHL teams. 

“Do I want a No. 1 goalie, a stud? Yeah. I think 32 teams want that,” 
Oilers GM Ken Holland said at his year-end press conference. “It's like 
NFL quarterbacks — there's not 30 (legit starters). It's a unique position, 
so there's only a small amount of those. And many of those are 
homegrown. They're drafted. They're developed.”  

Two of Canada's top Cup contenders will walk into this summer with 
perhaps their biggest questions in net. For Toronto, the choice is about 
Jack Campbell. Should the team pay him upwards of $5 million per year 
on a new contract, or try their luck in free agency or the trade market? 
Campbell's season start was excellent, but that waned in the second half 
and though he certainly was not to blame for the team's first round loss, 
he also didn't elevate them. 

For Edmonton, Mikko Koskinen's anchor of a contract is coming off the 
books and 23-year-old Stuart Skinner is in line to get a look in at least a 
backup role, if not as a split-duty netminder. But there's no guarantee 
Mike Smith will be back now as he didn't commit to continuing his career 
at 40 years old -- and is a Skinner-Smith combo going to make Oilers 
fans sleep easy at night? Finding a fix for their situation in net is a vital 
piece of business for Holland this summer. 

The biggest-name UFA goalies this summer include Campbell, Kuemper 
and Marc-Andre Fleury, but signing any of those options would stress an 
already tight cap picture for both Toronto and Edmonton unless any take 
less to join those teams. Trading for someone like, say, John Gibson 
would be expensive in what you'd have to give up. 

The challenge will be to find value. 

Toronto did that with Campbell in the first place. In February 2020, the 
Maple Leafs picked up Campbell and Kyle Clifford in a trade with Los 
Angeles, sending back just Trevor Moore and a couple of thirds. 
Campbell was insurance for Frederik Andersen at that point, and not an 
obvious fix or upgrade in net. But he became that for the Maple Leafs. 

Campbell had the pedigree as an 11th-overall pick from 2010, but he 
didn't stick with an NHL roster until 2018-19 and even then only as a 

backup. When the Leafs acquired Campbell, he wasn't even having a 
very spectacular season, with his .900 save percentage falling well below 
league average. But because of his pedigree and a pretty good showing 
in 31 games the year prior, there was a path for Campbell to become 
what he did for the Leafs. 

Maybe that's the kind of goalie Toronto and Edmonton will have to think 
about trying to acquire this summer. 

While the three remaining playoff starters mentioned above would qualify 
as No. 1s, it's also important to mention the other takeaway from these 
playoffs: you need more than one goalie capable of stepping up in big 
moments. Injuries have been a major factor and it's been important to 
have a solid backup as well. 

So, is there a netminder out there who could be had as a tandem or 
backup choice, with the potential to grow into more of a role? That's the 
$1-million question. 

If you're looking for your favourite team to make a big splash in the goalie 
market this summer, this is most certainly not the list for you. Rather, 
we're exploring six goalies who have some combination of pedigree or 
small window NHL performance that, even if you have to squint, you can 
see a path where they could elevate and surprise at value. 

They're not supposed to be obvious solutions. Campbell wasn't at the 
time he was acquired either. 

With the help of former NHL scout Jason Bukala, here are six potential 
value goalies who may not have you jumping up and down with 
excitement if acquired this summer, but may look back on with a smile 
one day. 

A fourth-round pick from 2014, Husso was part of St. Louis' plans a few 
years ago and if not for an injury at the time, it could have been him 
getting the first chance to turn St. Louis' 2018-19 season around instead 
of Jordan Binnington. But the latter took his opportunity and ran with it, 
winning a Cup and turning into a $6-million AAV goalie. 

Husso got his chance this season and took the net back from a struggling 
Binnington in the regular season. Of course, he lost it again in the 
playoffs, where he had an .890 save percentage and allowed four or 
more goals in four of six starts, so that will give you some pause. But he's 
a free agent, won't cost you assets in a trade, and likely won't require the 
same dollar investment as the top options. 

Scout's Take: "He went on a positive run in the regular season and had 
the net to start the playoffs. He's 27 and likely a finished product in terms 
of NHL goalie. He's a bit of a 'buyer-beware' target, in my opinion. St. 
Louis plays a structured game. Husso requires the team in front of him to 
clear traffic and take care of their men off the puck. His tracking is 
average-plus. His rebound control needs to improve. His pads are far too 
active and give up second chances. The fact he looked like he ran out of 
gas, mentally, is a concern." 

Casey DeSmith 

What a curious case. DeSmith was never drafted, but in 97 career NHL 
games, he has a .916 save percentage and hasn't really had a "bad" 
season yet. He played 36 games in 2018-19, posted a .916 save 
percentage, and earned a three-year contract extension from the team. 
But then the following season he was the victim of Pittsburgh's goalie 
depth and spent the entire year in the AHL, with Matt Murray and Tristan 
Jarry leading the NHL team. 

DeSmith played 26 games for the Penguins this season, posted a 2.79 
GAA and .914 save percentage and saved 5.52 Goals Above Expected 
(per Hockey Reference), which ranked 24th in the league. Now he's an 
unrestricted free agent and might be the most intriguing of the potential 
values. 

Scout's Take: "At 6-foot, 180 pounds, he isn't the biggest goalie in the 
net, but he plays with sound crease composure. A goalie that I would 
describe as efficient. DeSmith isn't the most athletic, quick or dynamic-
looking goalie in the NHL. He plays between his posts and at the top of 
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the blue paint, taking away the net. Rebound control is generally reliable. 
Gloves are average-plus. One area he does struggle with is playing the 
puck. He isn't a goalie who gets out and outlets very well. He's 30 years 
old and figured out how to play with poise at the NHL level. A UFA that is 
a 1B option." 

Kaapo Kahkonen 

There are two sides to Kahkonen. On one hand, you have a fourth-round 
pick who quickly shot up after his draft year as a potential NHL starter in 
waiting for the Minnesota Wild. He spent his first two seasons in North 
America in the AHL and won that league's best goalie award in 2019-20 
with a .927 save percentage. In 2020-21, he was OK in backup duty 
behind Cam Talbot and, since he was still young and growing, there was 
a lot of speculation the Seattle Kraken could get a pretty decent 
netminder for free in the expansion draft. 

That brings us to the other side of Kahkonen. The Kraken didn't want 
him, choosing Philipp Grubauer and Chris Driedger instead, but then 
even the Wild traded him at the deadline, shipping him to San Jose for 
Jacob Middleton to add beef to the blue line. That's not really a move you 
make for a 25-year-old goalie you still believe in. Kahkonen is an 
arbitration-eligible RFA and the Sharks could have plans for him, with 
James Reimer and Adin Hill still also under contract. Trade option? 
Perhaps, but given the sort of player San Jose gave up for him, asset 
management comes into consideration -- they won't likely now be trading 
him for less than a Middleton-type. 

Kahkonen won just two of his 11 games in a San Jose uniform but did 
post a .916 save percentage. No one's acquiring him to be their heavy-
load No. 1, but what about believing in his potential enough to bring him 
in as a backup or tandem option, and crossing your fingers he blossoms 
into more? Goalies do tend to take a little more time. 

Scout's Take: "He's 6-foot-2, but his deep stance and low-sitting butterfly 
positioning make him smaller in the net. He's athletic and competes to 
make second saves. When teams get him moving laterally, they can 
expose him over his pads/below his gloves. He's still young by NHL 
goalie development standards." 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

A second-round pick in 2014, Nedeljkovic had won best goalie honours 
at lower levels in the OHL and AHL and then finally got his break into the 
NHL last season, finishing as a Calder Trophy finalist. So when the 
Carolina Hurricanes traded him to Detroit for essentially not much at all 
(Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick) to avoid his next contract, it 
was a head-scratcher. Carolina, a team that had a weakness in net for so 
long, moved out a then-25-year-old who had just posted a .932 save rate. 

Turned out to be the right call for them. 

While Andersen settled Carolina's goalie situation in the regular season, 
Nedeljkovic struggled a lot more as a sophomore with the Wings, 
finishing with a .901 save percentage and one of the lowest Goals Saved 
Above Average totals in the league. But that was also behind a team that 
doesn't exactly thrive on defence or supporting its goalies. It was one 
extreme to the other in two years for Nedeljkovic -- perhaps the reality is 
somewhere in between. 

Nedeljkovic's AAV is $3 million for one more season, after which he'll be 
a UFA, so perhaps the Wings would be open to trading him again and 
the acquisition cost shouldn't be prohibitive (and if it is, walk away). But 
again, we have a goalie with pedigree, awards and even an outstanding 
NHL season behind him. Is there potential for a bounce back here? 

Scout's Take: "If Detroit is entertaining offers, he's an interesting target. 
His $3-million AAV is fair when considering his year in Carolina two years 
ago. His season in Detroit will make some question his ability to be a 1B. 
He's not a No. 1 on his own. A butterfly goalie who tracks pretty well, has 
good gloves and can steal a game on occasion. He was under siege 
more in Detroit than Carolina, and it shows in his stats. A team playing 
with structure can trust him to make saves. There were some nights he 
made puck plays, or let shots beat him, that left me dazed and confused." 

Eric Comrie 

A second-round pick back in 2013, Comrie has basically been an AHL 
goalie his entire professional career, with spot NHL performances over 
the years. In 2021-22, he finally became a full-time backup, playing 19 
games behind Connor Hellebuyck's heavy workload and outperforming 
the starter with a .920 save percentage and 2.58 GAA. Comrie was just 
behind Hellebuyck in goals Saved Above Expected this season, and 
about on par with the likes of Mike Smith and Cam Talbot. 

Comrie wasn't an award winner in the AHL, and has played just 47 
games total between the AHL and NHL over the past three seasons, so it 
is hard to get a read on this player. But the latest data is promising that 
the soon-to-be 27-year-old may still be about to turn the corner in his 
career. He's a Group 6 UFA, meaning he qualifies as unrestricted 
because he didn't meet the games played threshold by age 25. 

Scout's Take: "He has the look of a goalie who is on the verge of being 
able to play more games and contribute as a solid No. 2, at worst. Lateral 
push is quick and structured. He tracks well and doesn't get outside his 
posts often. When he does get into scrambling, his size in the net can 
become a bit of an issue. Not for lack of compete, though. He's simply a 
smaller goalie when down in the butterfly or in desperation mode. Comrie 
has good feet, quick pads and decent rebound control. As a Group 6 free 
agent, he is worth the risk on a deal that makes sense."  

MacKenzie Blackwood 

Another second-round pick, Blackwood was selected by the Devils as 
their goalie of the future in 2015 and the early NHL returns were quite 
good. His rookie year brought a .918 save percentage in 23 games and 
his sophomore season a .915 in 47 games. He was top-20 in Goals 
Saved Above Expected in both of those seasons and, even after a much 
less notable 2020-21 season, there was some belief that a good start 
could allow Blackwood to even play his way onto Team Canada's NHL 
players Olympics roster as the third-stringer. 

Injuries have complicated this picture to be sure, but Blackwood is now 
looking back at two below-average seasons, with 2021-22 being the 
worst: an .892 save percentage and 3.39 GAA. The Devils have a lot of 
promise up and down the lineup but goaltending remains a sore spot. 
Although the 25-year-old Blackwood could maybe still be the solution, 
there's much less confidence surrounding the player now. The Devils are 
poised to be involved in the goalie market this summer and if they can 
find an upgrade, Blackwood could then become trade fodder before 
becoming an RFA next summer. 

Two years ago, you might get excited about acquiring Blackwood. Now 
he'd be a risky add, but the upside remains and he's still young enough 
to hypothetically achieve it. 

Scout's Take: "It's been a roller-coaster. Let me keep it short and sweet. 
He's a big body who has most recently struggled tracking the play from 
distance. Pucks have beat him over his gloves from long range. In tight, 
his wide stance has resulted in goals sneaking between his legs. His 
salary is that of an upper-tier backup but, for me, he's not a trustworthy 
NHL goalie right now." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rutherford to complete Canucks coaching staff shortly, 
Miller's future still uncertain 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER – Nearly six weeks into the offseason, the only thing that 
has changed between J.T. Miller and the Vancouver Canucks is the trade 
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rumour du jour involving the 99-point power forward. Miller’s coaches, 
however, have changed a lot and will change some more. 

Canucks president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford said Wednesday 
he hopes to announce soon a new video coach and confirmed the club is 
down to a “short list” of candidates to replace Scott Walker as the senior 
assistant to head coach Bruce Boudreau. 

Boudreau agreed in May to return to the Canucks for the option year of 
the two-year contract he signed with owner Francesco Aquilini in 
December, but Walker chose for family reasons to return home to 
Cambridge, Ont. 

The Canucks released incumbent video coach Darryl Seward and 
assistant coach Kyle Gustafson, while retaining assistants Brad Shaw 
and Jason King and goaltending coach Ian Clark. 

General manager Patrik Allvin and Boudreau have been working through 
a list of candidates to replace Walker, Rutherford told Sportsnet. 

“If we can bring in another coach that can cover some areas that need to 
be strengthened, then that would be an ideal situation,” Rutherford said. 
“Over the last 30 days now, Bruce and Patrik have been working very 
closely on a list. . . and now we're down to a real short list of guys that 
would be good to add to our staff. And Bruce is heavily involved, so he'll 
be comfortable with him.” 

The Canucks coaching mix is a fascinating dynamic. 

In his season-ending press conference on May 3, Rutherford made it 
clear Boudreau, despite going 32-15-10 after replacing head coach 
Travis Green on Dec. 5, hadn’t done enough to earn an extension and 
would be welcomed back only on his existing contract. 

Rutherford was also critical of the Canucks’ “structure,” citing defensive-
zone exits that he called among the poorest in the NHL. Ten days later, 
the organization announced that Boudreau would return. 

The new senior assistant is expected to be highly-technical and capable 
of helping improve structure. Boudreau’s greatest assets as coach 
include his positivity and relationship with players, his ability to empower 
and motivate them. 

“I didn't view it as a slap at Bruce,” Rutherford said Wednesday of his 
critique. “I didn't view it as a challenge to Bruce. I've said this all along, 
Bruce did a terrific job in getting the most out of our players. We won a lot 
of games and then ran out of runway at the end. But in order for us to get 
better. . . we have to have a system and pay more attention to details." 

“There's nights where we're going to play loose and the guys are going to 
cheat at certain times and things like that. But ultimately, we're not going 
to be a contending team if we just play that way. We have to have 
structure. But it has nothing to do with challenging Bruce or taking a shot 
at the job he did. I'm the first one to say he did a terrific job. I'm just being 
honest.” 

Gustafson, the most junior member of the coaching staff last season, is 
not expected to be replaced. Rutherford said the “eye-in-the-sky” 
assistant role is likely to be filled from within. Clark could put on the 
coaching headset in the press box, or the spotter’s role could even be 
assumed by Daniel and Henrik Sedin, whose recent move to the 
Canucks’ player-development department won’t preclude them from 
working closely with the NHL team and its players. 

Boudreau is motivated. 

"I don’t care what business you’re in, nobody likes to be criticized,” 
Boudreau told The Athletic two weeks ago. “Your bosses have the right 
to do whatever they want, and if they want to criticize, some people shy 
away from it and cower. But if I was a player and the coach would 
criticize me, I would sit there and think: ‘Oh yeah? I’m going to show you!’ 
That’s what I’m going to be doing.” 

But about one-quarter through the Canucks’ offseason, there’s no further 
clarity about whether Miller, the team’s leading scorer and best forward, 
will be part of Boudreau’s lineup next fall. 

The 29-year-old has one season remaining under contract at a bargain 
$5.25 million US, but may be too expensive for the salary-cap-squeezed 
Canucks to re-sign. Both sides want to know this summer if Miller, 12th in 
the NHL in scoring with 217 points in 202 games since former GM Jim 
Benning traded for him three years ago, has a future in Vancouver. 

If it looks like he doesn’t, the Canucks are likely to trade Miller this 
summer to maximize value. 

“It's really in the early stages now,” Rutherford said of discussions with 
Miller and agent Brian Bartlett. “Emilie handles that, and we're just getting 
prepared for where we're at and what we want to do.” 

Emilie Castonguay, a player agent until Rutherford hired her in January, 
is the Canucks’ assistant general manager in charge of contracts. 

“The thing that I can say is we would like to re-sign J.T.,” Rutherford 
continued. “But we also understand we're dealing with an unrestricted 
free agent (in 2023) that's a really good player. How far can we go when 
we've got other areas that we've got to take care of? At some point in 
time, both sides will have the opportunity to make that decision. But I 
believe it's mutual, based on everything I've been told, that he wants to 
return and we would like to sign him to another contract. We will have a 
better understanding of that in the next month or so.” 

• Rutherford confirmed that the Winnipeg Jets will join the Edmonton 
Oilers and Calgary Flames at the Canucks’ Young Stars Classic in 
Penticton, B.C., Sept. 14-18. The popular tournament for prospects was 
last held in 2018. 
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USA TODAY / Though surprised of firing by Boston Bruins, Bruce 
Cassidy doesn't expect to be unemployed for long | Opinion 

 

JOE MCDONALD    

 

It’s no surprise numerous NHL teams with coaching vacancies have 
already connected with former Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy about future 
employment.  

He’s a proven winner. At one time he was the youngest coach in the NHL 
as a 37-year-old with the Washington Capitals. Now the 57-year-old has 
the experience, a winning pedigree, along with an impressive hockey IQ 
to lead his next team to victory. 

The current teams other than the Bruins looking for a head coach – 
Dallas Stars, Philadelphia Flyers, Winnipeg Jets, Detroit Red Wings, 
Vegas Golden Knights – along with the teams with interim coaches – 
Chicago Blackhawks, Florida Panthers and Edmonton Oilers – were 
likely all immediately interested when Cassidy was let go in Boston. 

Cassidy admitted during a nearly 50-minute Zoom call with local media 
that numerous teams have already been in contact with him and it 
appears his free-agent status will be short-lived. 

So, what happened in Boston remains unclear even after media/fans 
have heard from both Bruins management and now Cassidy. 

The Bruins enjoyed tremendous success with Cassidy behind the bench, 
but general manager Don Sweeney felt the team needed a new voice, a 
new message moving forward, so it relieved Cassidy of his duties 
Monday. 
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It’s a bit strange that Sweeney told Cassidy during his season-ending exit 
meeting two weeks ago that the Bruins would honor his contract, which 
runs through the end of the 2022-23 season and that everything was 
status quo. Basically, the coach was told his job was safe. 

Then, Sweeney showed up at Cassidy’s house Monday and told him 
otherwise. Cassidy admitted he was stunned by the turnaround. 

“You’re always on the clock as a coach, so it did catch me a bit by 
surprise when he came over,” Cassidy said. “He did explain his process 
and I respect what he has to do as a general manager. He was very 
respectful how he delivered the message. I don’t agree with it, obviously, 
because I want to coach the Boston Bruins. I’m onto the next challenge 
and hopefully I can be successful.” 

Since Cassidy took over in February 2017 for Stanley Cup-winning coach 
Claude Julien, the Bruins had the third-most wins in the NHL. They also 
had one of the top power-play units, which is one of Cassidy’s strengths. 
Team Canada hired him to run the PP for the 2022 Winter Olympic 
Games until the NHL decided it would not allow league personnel to 
participate due to COVID-19. 

As the Bruins were battling for a postseason berth, and finally 
accomplished it with a 51-26-5 record this season, it marked the sixth 
time the team reached the Stanley Cup playoffs under Cassidy. 

After the Bruins fell to the Carolina Hurricanes in the first round, the 
narrative began that Cassidy lost the room, especially with the younger 
players. That wasn’t the case and the team’s overall success proves it. 

“The messaging for us was good,” Cassidy said. “We were successful. 
We played the right way. We played to our identity. Did we have lapses? 
Of course. Did we need to fix some things? Of course – all those things. 
It shows in our record that the players received the message.” 

The narrative that he doesn’t develop young players, or communicates 
well with young players is simply wrong. He has a track record dating 
back to his AHL days with the Providence Bruins of helping young 
players, including David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, Charlie McAvoy, Jake 
DeBrusk, Anders Bjork, Danton Heinen and Matt Grzelcyk, Trent 
Frederic, Jack Studnicka, Jakub Zboril, Jeremy Lauzon, Jeremy 
Swayman. 

“I’m very proud of my record with younger guys,” Cassidy said. 

Cassidy mentioned how the entire coaching staff poured it “heart and 
soul” into making these players better players on and off the ice. 

“I believe in myself when it comes to coaching young guys and in my 
next challenge I’ll make sure I’m mindful of the messaging, because I 
respect Donnie when he talks to me about what I need to do better. He’s 
been in the game a long time, so that’s something I’ll have to take with 
me to the next job.” 

Cassidy also pointed out the accountability aspect to a winning team. 

“I don’t think you have much of a team if players aren’t held accountable 
to a standard,” Cassidy said. 

It’s no different than his working relationship with the veteran core. 
Cassidy admitted he has a strong relationship with captain Patrice 
Bergeron. Cassidy added no matter where he lands his next coaching 
job, he wants to take Bergeron with him. 

Cassidy also helped guide the veteran players. 

Case in point: When Marchand was suspended five games in February 
2018 for an elbow to the head of then-New Jersey Devils forward Marcus 
Johansson, Cassidy had the first of a few heart-to-heart conversations 
with Marchand about the player’s legacy in the league. 

At that point, Marchand had been suspended for a total of 19 games and 
fined nearly $900,000 for his on-ice antics. His reputation was trending 
south. Cassidy explained to Marchand he was losing credibility as being 
one of the best players in the NHL, and it was time to mature as a player 
and family man. 

That conversation forged a strong relationship between the two and 
Marchand heeded the advice. Now, he’s a future Hall of Famer and his 
No. 63 should one day hang from the rafters of TD Garden. 

Cassidy spent 14 years in the Bruins organization in different capacities 
and was one victory shy of winning the Stanley Cup against the St. Louis 
Blues in 2019. It’s a memory he said he’d never forget and it bothers him 
he wasn’t able to help the Bruins achieve hockey’s ultimate goal again. 

Cassidy thanked Bruins fans and the City of Boston for the tremendous 
support he received during his tenure with the organization. He described 
it, as he always did, as an honor and privilege to coach the Original Six 
team he’s been rooting for since he was a kid growing up in Ottawa. 

“The Bruins is basically tattooed to me,” he said. 

Now, it’s onto his next challenge, and wherever he lands it’s a safe bet 
that organization will have success with Cassidy behind the bench. 

It shouldn’t go unnoticed that Cassidy asked to speak with the local 
media and the Bruins helped facilitate that with the blessing of Cam 
Neely and Sweeney. That never happens after a coach has been let go. 
Cassidy spoke for nearly 50 minutes about his time in Boston and was 
thankful for the opportunity. 

It appears things are a mess on Causeway Street. The organization is 
about to rebuild on and off the ice. It will be awhile before it wins another 
championship. 

Cassidy will win a Stanley Cup before the Bruins do. 

“It’s exhilarating to have that opportunity and that’s my goal to get my 
name on the Stanley Cup,” Cassidy said. 
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