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Key 2022 Offseason Dates For The Carolina Hurricanes 

Getting your calendar ready with all the imperative dates of 
the summer 

By Walt Ruff 

Already missing Canes hockey? 

Here are some dates to mark on your calendar for the next 
few months. 

July 7 & 8: NHL Draft 

Week of July 11: Prospect Development Camp 

July 13: Free Agency Opens 

Mid-July: 2022-23 Regular Season Schedule Release 

August 9-20: IIHF World Junior Championships 

Mid-September: Prospects Showcase Tournament 

Thursday, July 7 & Friday, July 8: NHL Draft at Bell Centre in 
Montreal 

Carolina currently owns eight picks in this year's draft, which 
will take place in-person for the first time since 2019. 

Round 1 will be Thursday night and Rounds 2-7 will transpire 
over the course of the day Friday. Set times will be 
announced by the league closer to the event. 

The Canes do not own a first round selection, as it was 
moved to Montreal as compensation for the offer sheet 
acquisition of Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The Canadiens 
subsequently traded the pick to Arizona, who will now be 
selecting at #27. 

ESPN holds the broadcast rights in the United States. 

Week of Monday, July 11: Prospect Development Camp 

The Canes 2022 draft selections, plus picks from recent 
years, will make their way to the Triangle for a week of 
familiarizing themselves with the organization, both on and 
off the ice. 

This summer's event is expected to be held at Invisalign 
Arena on the campus of Wake Competition Center. 

More information regarding dates, times and the potential 
ability to attend will be announced soon. 

Wednesday, July 13: NHL Free Agency Period Opens 

When the clock hits 12 p.m., players without contracts for the 
2022-23 season can begin signing with new clubs. 

To learn more about who is either an unrestricted or 
restricted free agent, view the Hurricanes Contract 
Tracker here. 

Mid-July: 2022-23 NHL Schedule Release 

Adding to what will certainly already be a busy stretch of two 
weeks, the league is expected to release the schedule for 
the upcoming season not long after free agency opens. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman announced in early May that he 
anticipates that the league will be able to get back to their 
pre-COVID-19 calendar year, which means the regular 
season will begin in the opening days of October once again. 
For reference, the Canes opened their 2021-22 campaign on 
October 14. 

Tuesday, August 9 - Saturday, August 20: 2022 IIHF World 
Junior Ice Hockey Championships 

Take two! 

The tournament that fans have become accustomed to 
seeing around the holidays will now be taking place this 
summer. After just four days of tournament play in December 
of 2021, the International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) 
suspended, and then eventually rescheduled, the event due 
to issues with COVID-19. 

This is important for the Canes because when the rosters 
were announced in December, the team had 10 prospects 
representing participating countries. Only three organizations 
have had that amount since the tournament's inception in 
1977. 

Players born in 2002 or later will remain eligible for the 
tournament and the schedule will begin anew, washing away 
previous results. 

What will be different is that Russia has been disqualified 
from the tournament and has since been replaced by Latvia. 

Mid-September: Prospects Showcase Tournament 

Canes President & General Manager Don Waddell shared in 
April that the team will be playing host for the 2022 
Prospects Showcase Tournament, the first time in the 
organization's history. 

The Florida Panthers, Nashville Predators and Tampa Bay 
Lightning will bring a team of their prospects to Wake County 
and over the span of four days go head-to-head in games 
that will be split between Invisalign Arena & PNC Arena. 

The event normally serves as an unofficial kickoff for the 
upcoming season, with training camp beginning in just the 
days following. From training camp comes preseason and 
the exhibition contests lead right into regular season play. 
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A schedule for the Prospects Showcase Tournament, as well 
as rosters and ticket information, will be announced closer to 
the event.

 

 

On verge of sweeping Heat, Wolves lose two straight road games instead 

The Chicago Wolves head home this week for another shot 
at closing out their series. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 9-3 

Goals/Game: 4.25 

Goals Against/Game: 2.17 

Shots/Game: 36.58 

Shots Against/Game: 27.92 

Power Play % (Rank): 27.5% (3rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 85.2% (7th) 

Leading Scorer (Overall): Josh Leivo (19) 

Most Goals: Josh Leivo (10) 

Most Assists: Josh Leivo, Jack Drury, Andrew Poturalski (9) 

Next Game: Tuesday, June 14 vs. Stockton, 7:00 p.m. 
Central 

(stats as of June 12, 2022)  

The Chicago Wolves walked into Stockton riding high after 
two home wins. Game three in Stockton saw the league’s 
second-best team on the verge of elimination, something 
unthinkable for the Heat, who have shut down their fair share 
of high-powered teams all year long. 

But as the cliche goes, hockey is a game of inches, and the 
Wolves whiffed on two straight chances to eliminate the Heat 
and advance to the Calder Cup Final. 

In fairness to the Wolves, and as I can very much hear Ryan 
Warsofsky and company saying: Stockton’s a good team. 
They didn’t get here by accident. More cliches, but they’re 
well-trod sayings for a reason, after all. 

With the exception of game three, every game in this series 
has been a one-goal game. We’ve got three overtime 
games, two last second critical goals, and, once the series 
moved to Stockton, more complaints about bad ice and bad 
officiating than you could ever possibly dream of. 

So what’s gone wrong for the Wolves on the road? 

Yes, the ice was bad in Stockton — a Jack Drury breakaway 
in overtime in game five tells the story as well as any other 

botched play. The puck skipped and jumped away from him 
before he could get a handle on it for a clean zone entry. But, 
at the end of the day, the ice was just as bad for Stockton, 
and they seemed to fare just fine. (For those wondering, 
having watched quite a bit of Stockton in the regular season, 
their ice has never been great but it’s certainly been worse 
during this playoff series than during any other game that I 
recall watching.) 

The Wolves’ power play, which notably went three-for-three 
in game one of the series, also drastically slowed down once 
the series hit Stockton. Over the last three games, the 
Wolves went two for twelve on the advantage. The penalty 
kill was nearly perfect, allowing just one goal on 23 chances 
throughout the series — but the one goal allowed was the 
overtime gamewinner in game four. 

And for as strong as the goaltending duo of Alex Lyon and 
Pyotr Kochetkov has been, both have struggled in this 
series. Again, the poor ice conditions and unfamiliar boards 
have played a part. But both goaltenders have misplayed 
pucks, turning them over behind their own net or mishandling 
breakout passes. Lyon in game five was an adventure in 
particular, with several miscues behind his own net that 
narrowly avoided ending up in the back of his own net. 

The first three games of the series saw the Wolves take 
advantage of Stockton’s mistakes, easily getting in behind 
the Heat’s defense to pepper Dustin Wolf with shots. On their 
home turn, the Heat have turned the tables. Call it the home-
ice advantage, the desire to extend their season — once 
Stockton’s eliminated, AHL hockey as we know it in Stockton 
will cease to exist, as the team is relocating to Calgary — or 
just see it as the better team winning. But the Heat have 
used their speed and opportunistic tendencies to pounce on 
loose pucks, slip past the Wolves’ defense, and score a few 
goals of their own. 

Where just a few days ago, dreams of a sweep were 
foremost in Wolves’ fans minds, now, the series heads back 
to Chicago with one more chance to eliminate the Heat 
before a critical game seven. The Wolves looked far more 
comfortable at Allstate Arena, and when they take the ice on 
Tuesday night, they’ll look to get back to that confident style 
of play that’s made them so successful to date. 

Western Conference Finals, Game 3: Wolves 3, Heat 0 

Scoring: Richard Panik, 1 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 G, 1 A; 
Ivan Lodnia, 1 G; Vasili Ponomarev, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; 
Noel Gunler, 1 A 
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In net: Alex Lyon, saved 23 of 23, 1.000 sv% 

Western Conference Finals, Game 4: Wolves 3, Heat 4 (OT) 

Scoring: Jack Drury, 1 G, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; 
Josh Leivo, 1 G; Stefan Noesen, 2 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; 
David Gust, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 34 of 38, 0.895 sv% 

Western Conference Finals, Game 5: Wolves 2, Heat 3 (OT) 

Scoring: Richard Panik, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 A; Jalen 
Chatfield, 1 A; Josh Leivo, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 32 of 35, 0.914 sv%

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/key-2022-offseason-dates-for-the-carolina-hurricanes/c-334588432 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/13/23165456/on-verge-of-sweeping-stockton-heat-chicago-wolves-lose-two-straight-road-games-instead-ahl-
playoffs 
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Down Goes Brown: A dumb rule change that brings the Cup back to 
Canada, sometimes 

 

Sean McIndoe  

 

Last week, I wrote a piece about Canadian teams not winning the 
Stanley Cup. The drought is closing in on three decades, which is far 
longer than the math tells us should be possible. I came up with eight 
theories that could explain the streak, then picked them apart to see 
which ones held up. 

The responses were interesting. Some of you agreed with the theories I 
posted, while others had theories of their own to share. Some Canadian 
fans admitted the whole thing bothers them, while others shrugged it off. 

And some of you American hockey fans, like Jason here, decided to get 
cute: 

Maybe if Canadian teams put together their payoff wins, they could reach 
the 16 win mark needed to lift the Stanley Cup https://t.co/AwlRjjtSpU 

&mdash; Jason (@PREM1186) June 10, 2022 

Well joke’s on you, Jason, because that sounds like a great idea, and 
we’re going to do a post about it. 

Welcome to an alternate history where it’s 1993 and new commissioner 
Gary Bettman, feeling guilty over how he’s about to rig the entire league 
against Canada, throws us a bone: Canadian teams can pool their wins 
together, and whichever one gets win number 16 wins the Stanley Cup. 

It’s not about which Canadian team is the best or even which one goes 
further. Whoever gets that magic 16th win takes home the Cup. 

Yes, this is dumb. Look, they made me write a grown-up post last week, 
you knew something like this was coming. 

By allowing the whole country to pool their wins together to get to 16, we 
can kiss the drought goodbye. Also, we can remember some playoff 
runs. It’s mainly the second thing, to be honest, but I suppose the Stanley 
Cup is important too. Let’s harness the power of teamwork and bring 
home some championships, eh. 

1994 

In our alternate history, Canadian fans in 1994 are very confused about 
why the new commissioner has put these weird rules in place. We’ve 
won the Cup eight of the last 10 years! Still, we’re Canadian, so we 
politely go along with it. And it pays off in a thrilling inaugural race to the 
Cup. 

Four of the eight Canadian teams make the playoffs this year, with the 
Canucks, Flames, Leafs and Habs all punching a ticket. The Flames and 
Canucks play each other, and it’s a classic seven-game series that ends 
on Pavel Bure’s memorable winner. The Habs lose in seven to the 
Bruins, but the Maple Leafs take out the Blackhawks in six. Add it all up, 
and Canada already has 14 wins in the bank at the end of round one. 

That sets up a furious race to 16 between Vancouver and Toronto. The 
Canucks get the 15th win in Game 1 against Stars, while the Leafs lose 
to San Jose. That means the Cup comes down to May 4, with both teams 
in action. Both teams win, but thanks to the magic of time zones, Toronto 
is celebrating win No. 16 while the Canucks are still on the ice in Dallas. 
East-coast bias strikes again, as Doug Gilmour’s goal and two assists 
bring the Cup back to Toronto. 
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No, I did not set up this whole dumb concept just so that the Maple Leafs 
would win a bunch of Stanley Cups. But for the record, if that ends up 
happening then I’m totally fine with it. 

Winner: Toronto Maple Leafs 

1995 

Fresh off the buzz of a Toronto championship, the country gears up for 
another race to 16. For the second straight year, four Canadian teams 
make the playoffs, with the Nordiques swapping in for the Habs. They get 
screwed by the refs in a six-game loss to the Rangers, while the Flames 
lose another seven-game heartbreaker to the Sharks and the Leafs are 
knocked out in seven by the Hawks. The Canucks come through again, 
though, beating the Blues in seven to emerge into the second round with 
12 Canadian wins in the bank. 

Then, uh, they get swept. 

That’s it. Even with the ability to combine all their wins, the Canadian 
teams still can’t get to 16, and the Cup heads south. Huh. Let’s never 
speak of this again. 

Winner: None 

1996 

The good news: Five Canadian teams make the playoffs. The bad news: 
All of them lose, none lasting more than six games, so Canada stalls out 
at eight total wins. The worse news: The Nordiques have just moved to 
Colorado, and the Jets head to Arizona after this season, so we’re down 
to six Canadian teams. 

For the second straight year, there’s no combination Cup winner. Wait, is 
this a drought? I was told there would be no droughts. 

Winner: None 

1997 

Only three Canadian teams make the playoffs, including the postseason 
debut of the Senators. They lose in seven to Buffalo on Derek Plante’s 
glove-snapping winner, while the Canadiens can only bank one win for 
the country before losing to the Devils. But the Oilers give us a thrilling 
upset win over the Stars before bowing out to the Avs in five in Round 2. 
Add it all up, and Canada has … nine wins. And no Cup. Again. 

Winner: None 

1998 

After a summer-long national conversation about how we still can’t win a 
Cup on easy mode, Canada is clearly not messing around for the 1998 
postseason. Only the Senators, Habs and Oilers make the playoffs, but 
all three teams win their first-round series. The combined national total 
sits at 12 wins after one round with three teams still alive, and planning 
for the cross-country Cup parade begins. Then the three teams all get 
destroyed in Round 2, combining for just two more wins in the process, 
and the drought hits four seasons. 

This idea sucks, man. 

Winner: None 

1999 

The Oilers and Senators make the playoffs, but both get swept in the first 
round. That leaves the Leafs to carry the entire load as the nation’s only 
hope, and I’m guessing I don’t have to tell you how that goes. Despite 
making the conference final, the Leafs can only bank nine wins, and with 
no help from the rest of the country, the drought is now five. 

Winner: None 

2000 

New millennium, new us. Except not really, as the same three teams 
make the playoffs, the Oilers and Senators bow out in the first round, and 

it’s down to the Leafs again. At least this time Edmonton and Ottawa chip 
in a few wins along the way, banking a combined three. But the Leafs get 
knocked out in Round 2, and the Cup-less drought hits six. 

Note to self: Do the research first, then start writing, just in case your idea 
ends up being a dud. 

Winner: None 

2001 

Four Canadian teams make the playoffs, as the Leafs, Sens and Oilers 
are joined by the Canucks. But the Canucks don’t actually help, getting 
swept by Colorado, and the Leafs selfishly sweep the Senators without 
even letting them bank a courtesy win or two. Edmonton contributes two 
wins before bowing out to the Stars, and it’s once again all on Toronto. 
They lose their second-round matchup to the Devils in seven games, 
giving Canada a third-straight year of stalling out at nine combined wins. 

In an emergency session of parliament, Prime Minister Gilmour threatens 
to withdraw the country’s teams from the NHL entirely if they don’t 
smarten up. 

Winner: None 

2002 

Finally, the dam bursts. 

Four of our six teams make the playoffs, with Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal 
and Vancouver all volunteering for duty while Alberta sulks in the corner. 
In a show of unity, Toronto and Ottawa even agree not to play each 
other. And it pays off, as the Habs, Leafs and Sens all win their opening 
matchups. The only downside is Vancouver’s six-game loss to the Red 
Wings, after which Dan Cloutier is investigated for treason. 

Still, that’s 14 wins on the board after one round, and with the Leafs and 
Senators facing each other in Round 2, the drought is guaranteed to end. 
The only question is which team will do it. The Sens claim win No. 15 in 
the opener in Toronto, giving Montreal a chance at the Cup the next 
night. But the Habs can’t get it done, losing to the Hurricanes, meaning 
Toronto and Ottawa meet on May 4 with win No. 16 on the line. Even 
better, the game goes into triple overtime, where a fitting national hero 
emerges to claim the Cup. 

For the second time under our new rules, a Stanley Cup banner will hang 
in Toronto. I knew this was a good idea. 

Winner: Toronto Maple Leafs 

2003 

Devastated by their choke job in 2002, the Habs don’t even show up for 
the postseason party. But the Canucks and Oilers do, joining the Leafs 
and Senators for another strong national entry. The Leafs show 
admirable sportsmanship by refusing to hog all the championships, losing 
in the first round but banking three wins in the process. The Oilers add 
two more, and the Senators and Canucks win their matchups to head to 
Round 2 with the national total at 13. 

The NHL decides to schedule the Canucks and Senators on the same 
night, and both teams win their series openers to boost the total to 15. 
Neither team can close the deal in Game 2, setting up an April 29 
showdown with the Canucks in Minnesota and the Senators in 
Philadelphia. Ottawa has the Eastern Time Zone advantage, but they 
head to overtime while Vancouver gets to the second intermission in 
Minnesota with a lead. Ottawa needs to not just score, but do it early 
enough that the Canucks can’t close out the Wild in time. And they do, as 
Wade Redden sneaks one by Roman Cechmanek to capture the Cup. 
The Canucks hold on to get their win, but it’s too late. Too bad it wasn’t a 
Saturday night game against Toronto that started at 4:00, am I right 
Vancouver fans? 

Winner: Ottawa Senators 

2004 
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With two straight Cups on the board, Canada is feeling it. They send five 
teams to the playoffs this year, with only the Oilers sitting out. The Leafs 
and Sens are playing each other, as are the Canucks and Flames, and 
both series go the full seven. So do the Habs against the Bruins, and I’ll 
save you the math: For the first time in the consolation Cup era, Canada 
will hit the magic number of 16 wins during the first round. 

But who gets there first? The Leafs beat the Senators on April 16 to get 
the national total to 12, and the Canucks and Canadiens both win the 
next night. The Senators beat the Leafs on April 18 to get to 15, but both 
teams can only watch helplessly from their couches the next night. With a 
guaranteed win coming from either the Flames or Canucks, it comes 
down to whether the Canadians can go into Boston and beat both the 
Bruins and the clock. They do, winning in regulation while the Flames 
and Canucks go to overtime. 

A fun note here is that in this version of reality, Alexei Kovalev’s fake 
injury in Game 4 was actually a brilliant strategic move that won the Cup 
for Montreal. 

Winner: Montreal Canadiens 

2005 

Canada has won three Cups in a row and Gary Bettman shuts the whole 
league down until he can figure out what’s going on. 

Winner: Greed 

2006 

Four more Canadian teams lead the charge, with the Senators and Oilers 
winning in the first round while the Flames and Canadiens chip in five 
wins in a losing cause. That puts the total at 13, and sets up an intriguing 
game of cat-and-mouse between the Senators and Oilers, who both lose 
the opening two games of their second-round series to try to force the 
other team into upping the number. The Oilers eventually bank win No. 
14 on May 10, and with the Senators facing elimination the next night 
they have no choice but to post win No. 15. That gives the Oilers a 
chance at the Cup the next night, and they’re smart enough to grab the 
championship before something bad can happen to their goalie. 

Winner: Edmonton Oilers 

2007 

We’re down to the Senators, Canucks and Flames, but it’s enough as 
Ottawa and Vancouver escape the first round and the Flames chip in two 
wins before heading out. Vancouver loses to Anaheim in five, but the 
Senators advance again, and need just one win against the Sabres in 
Round 3 to capture the Cup. They get it in Game 1 in Buffalo. 

Winner: Ottawa Senators 

2008 

Realizing that America hasn’t won a Cup since 2001 and worried that the 
NHL is going to change the rules back to something that makes sense, 
Canada executes a strategic retreat. We send only three teams to the 
playoffs, with Ottawa and Calgary making early exits and the Canadiens 
going meekly in Round 2. With only eight wins, Canada ties its all-time 
low from 1996. See, America, there’s no need to change anything. 

Winner: None 

2009 

Vancouver swaps in for Ottawa, but otherwise, 2009 is a rerun. Three 
Canadian teams make the playoffs, only one makes Round 2, and when 
the Hawks finish off the Canucks in six games, it leaves Canada with just 
a combined total of eight playoff wins for the second straight year. 

Wait, can we combine 2008 with 2009 to get to 16 and claim another 
Cup? Of course not, that premise would feel implausible. 

Winner: None 

2010 

Having sufficiently placated the foolish Americans, Canada gears back 
up for another Cup run by sending Ottawa, Montreal and Vancouver to 
the postseason. The Sens chip in two wins on their way out, while the 
Canucks and Canadiens both win their Round 1 matchup to bring the 
national total to 10. After some strategic give-and-take early, both teams 
are facing elimination and in must-win mode when Vancouver banks win 
No. 14 in Chicago on May 9. The Canadiens return the favor the next 
night against Pittsburgh, handing the Canucks a shot at a championship. 
They can’t bring it home, losing to the Hawks on home ice, and the Habs 
finish the job the next night in a Game 7 win in Pittsburgh. Jaroslav Halak 
is immediately granted Canadian citizenship. 

Winner: Montreal Canadiens 

2011 

The odds seem slim as Montreal and Vancouver are the only two 
Canadian teams to make the playoffs and the Habs go out in seven to 
Boston. But the Canucks go on a run, carrying almost the entire load and 
entering the Final against the Bruins with 15 national wins on the board. 
A scoreless nail-biter in the opener comes down to a Raffi Torres goal 
with seconds left, which brings the Stanley Cup back to Vancouver. 

Nobody remembers anything else that happens in this series. 

Winner: Vancouver Canucks 

2012 

The season starts off well for Canada, as the Winnipeg Jets return after a 
15-year absence. They miss the playoffs, though, as do four other 
Canadian teams. That leaves it up to the Canucks and Senators, and this 
time neither can even get out of the first round. At four combined wins, 
it’s Canada’s lowest total of the consolation era. Everyone agrees that 
this is Winnipeg’s fault. 

Winner: None 

2013 

Four teams make the playoffs, including the return of the Maple Leafs 
after almost a decade off, which I’m sure will go great for them. But only 
Ottawa wins in the first round, and the other teams can only supply them 
with four wins’ worth of headwind. It’s not enough, as the Senators go out 
quickly to the Penguins and the national tally stalls out at nine wins. 

Winner: None 

2014 

Montreal is the only Canadian team to make the playoffs, meaning they 
have to win 16 playoff games all by themselves, which I think we can all 
agree is mathematically impossible. They do make a run, winning two 
rounds before Bettman passes a new rule that makes dropkicking 
goaltenders legal. The Habs’ heroic run ends at 10 wins, and Canada 
has once again gone three straight years without a Cup. 

Winner: None 

2015 

One year after hanging Montreal out to dry, it’s almost all hands on deck, 
as five Canadian teams make the playoffs. The Jets are swept, but the 
other four teams make a strategic decision to go head-to-head to 
maximize win potential. It works, as the Habs beat the Sens in six and 
the Flames do the same to the Canucks, putting the country at 12 wins 
through Round 1 with two teams still standing. The Flames add another 
win and the Habs get two more, leaving the country one win away from 
ending their drought. The Flames get the first shot, and are an overtime 
goal away against Anaheim when despicable traitor Corey Perry cheats 
to eliminate them. 

The Canadiens can’t take advantage against Tampa, and for the first 
time in consolation Cup history, Canada stalls out at an agonizing 15 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 14, 2022 

 

wins. Man, that’s painful. It would almost be better to not have any playoff 
teams at all. 

Winner: None 

2016 

Oops. 

Winner: None 

2017 

A year after no-showing the postseason entirely, Canada sends five 
teams. The Leafs, Canadiens and Flames all lose in Round 1, chipping in 
four wins on the way out, as attention turns to the Senators and Oilers. 
With 12 wins in the bank, it’s a second-round race between Connor 
McDavid’s Oilers and Erik Karlsson’s Senators, and both teams go all-out 
early on and trade wins. That gives the first chance to Ottawa, and on 
April 29 they host the Rangers with the Cup in the building. In perhaps 
the greatest championship-winning performance in NHL history, Jean-
Gabriel Pageau puts the country on his back and ends a five-year 
drought. 

Realizing that this dramatic performance can never be topped, the 
Senators immediately announce their retirement from playoff competition. 

Winner: Ottawa Senators 

2018 

Toronto and Winnipeg are the only two teams to qualify for the 
postseason, and after the Leafs bank their customary three-win exit, it’s 
all on the Jets. They make a run, lasting until the third round, but are 
eliminated by the Golden Knights four wins short of a Cup. 

Winner: None 

2019 

The Flames, Jets and Leafs all qualify, but Calgary and Winnipeg make 
early exits. That leaves it all up to the Maple Leafs in a first-round Game 
7, and that goes exactly as well as you’d think it would. 

Winner: None 

2020 

The weird pandemic playoffs send 24 teams into the bubble, including all 
the Canadian teams except Ottawa. The Jets, Leafs and Oilers are all 
knocked out before the formal playoffs begin, though, and the Flames 
and Canadiens are both eliminated in the first real round. They donate 
four wins to the cause, but that’s not enough for the Canucks, who stall 
out at 11 national wins when the Golden Knights take them out. 

Winner: None 

2021 

With three straight Cupless seasons, desperate times call for desperate 
measures: The all-Canadian division, which guarantees the country four 
playoff teams and at least 12 wins. But two of the division’s three series 
are sweeps, meaning the Canadiens emerge into the third round with a 
national total of 15 wins, one short of the Cup. Facing a Golden Knights 
team that everyone thinks will sweep them, the Habs lose the opener, 
and disaster looms. That’s when good Canadian boy Marc-Andre Fleury 
steps up, “accidentally” allowing Montreal to build a 3-0 lead in Game 2. 
It holds, barely, and the Canadiens have another championship. 

Immediately after the game, the Habs sign Dominique Ducharme and 
Marc Bergevin to record-breaking extensions, ushering in a brave new 
era of Montreal dominance. 

Winner: Montreal Canadiens 

2022 

And that brings us to this year, which featured three Canadian teams. 
After Toronto’s trademark three-win donation and opening-round wins by 
the Flames and Oilers, the country sits at 11 wins heading into the Battle 
of Alberta. 

The entire country casts its eyes ahead to Game 5, which is guaranteed 
to be for the Cup. It ends up being a classic, one that features nine goals 
— including one from the opposite blue line — on the way to a fitting 
ending from the greatest player in the world. 

Winner: Edmonton Oilers 

Adding it all up… 

After running the numbers and fighting off a sinking feeling that I have 
wasted my life, the results are in. Despite a generous and, let’s be 
honest, completely ridiculous advantage, Canada still managed to win 
just 11 Stanley Cups in 28 seasons. We had droughts of seven and five 
years, as well as a streak of eight whiffs in nine seasons. That seems 
bad. Like, I’m honestly a little depressed right now. Wait, did Jason know 
how this was going to turn out, and I walked right into his trap? The 
internet was a mistake. 

But we did add 11 championships to our national total, so let’s focus on 
the positive. The Canadiens and Senators led the way with three each, 
while both the Oilers and Maple Leafs miraculously managed two. The 
Canucks had one, meaning that even in our ridiculous alternate reality, 
the Flames and Jets still came up empty. At least Winnipeg didn’t have a 
team for half of our history. Calgary, I’ve got no idea what’s up with you 
guys, but we’ll get Prime Minister Gilmour on the case and let you know. 
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NHL Mock Draft 2022: Picks for the entire 2022 first round and analysis 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

Welcome to my mock of the 2022 NHL Draft’s first round. 

After completing my own draft work for this year’s class, I’ve spent recent 
weeks considering targets for each team and asking around about 
potential fits as the draft order has taken shape. 

This piece is a pivot away from the work that goes into building my own 
draft board. Instead of being a reflection of the players I would choose at 
each slot, it attempts to match my sense for the consensus about these 
players with the information I’ve gathered about specific interest in them, 
team needs and my understanding of each club’s amateur scouting 
preferences. 

It’s meant to be my best guess for how things will play out. I’ve also 
mapped out contingencies and other likely considerations listed wherever 
relevant (and wherever I feel comfortable enough to hypothesize). 

For my evaluations of these players, check out my final top 100 ranking 
for 2022. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston Frontenacs 

My rank: No. 1 

I don’t think this is a sure thing, but I still think it’s far and away the most 
likely thing. Even as the consensus around Wright as the No. 1 player in 
the draft has shrunk and both Juraj Slafkovsky and Logan Cooley have 
entered into the conversation, it’s not as though that consensus has 
disappeared. Wright is still the No. 1 guy in a survey of scouts. He’s still a 
strong fit as the potential second top-six centre that they both covet and 
need behind Nick Suzuki. While they won’t admit publicly that the draft 
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being in Montreal adds a layer to the selection, and probably wouldn’t 
even admit it internally or to themselves in the name of we-just-have-to-
pick-the-best-player, I think it does matter, at the very least 
subconsciously, that he’s the biggest name and any other will take the air 
out of the building. I also think there’s something to be said for his 
likelihood of panning out vis-a-vis the other kids. There may well be 
another player or two in the draft who challenge him — or maybe even 
surpass him — as the class’s best, but there probably isn’t one who 
stands a greater chance of being a top-five guy in it. And because of his 
position, they likely won’t regret it even if that’s how it plays out. 

Is Shane Wright worthy of the Canadiens’ No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL 
Draft?@ArponBasu watches 15 of Wright's final games this season with 
the Kingston Frontenacs to try to understand why his draft stock is 
slipping ⤵https://t.co/8gtuUoGN5o 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) May 20, 2022 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS 

My rank: No. 5 

With centres Jack Hughes, Nico Hischier and Dawson Mercer all entering 
or approaching the prime of their careers, and after having drafted a star 
D prospect in Luke Hughes a year ago, the Devils are in a rare situation 
where they don’t have to worry about drafting for a premium position. Mix 
in the belief, held by many, that the Devils need to get bigger (which, I 
should note, doesn’t stack up with their average height or weight, both of 
which were in the league’s top 10 last year), and some questions about 
whether Alexander Holtz will land closer to a 25-goal guy than a 35-plus-
goal guy, and the readymade quality of Slafkovsky’s game that won’t 
require years of waiting for, and he just makes a lot of practical and 
theoretical sense. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 3 

The Coyotes’ four centres in the last game of the season were Barrett 
Hayton, who has scored 13 NHL goals, a pair of college free-agent 
signings (Jack McBain and Nathan Smith), and Alex Galchenyuk, a 
pending unrestricted free agent on his second stint with the Coyotes after 
playing for four other teams in between. They’ve got some real pieces to 
work with on the wing. Clayton Keller. Nick Schmaltz. Jan Jenik. Soon, 
Dylan Guenther. But those guys need someone to play with down the 
middle badly. Cooley fits the bill perfectly as a high-skill, high-energy, 
high-speed go-getter and creator who would fit stylistically really quite 
well alongside a Keller or a Guenther (similarly to how Schmaltz does). 
I’d bet that even if Slafkovsky were available, they’d still take Cooley. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Simon Nemec, RHD, HK Nitra 

My rank: No. 2 

I think it’s safe to say that the Kraken will select one of the two-top 
defencemen in the draft, after having selected centre Matty Beniers 
second last year. While the book is still very much out on their amateur 
scouting philosophy (they drafted older last year, presumably as a means 
to an end for their new AHL team’s purposes in Palm Springs), the sense 
I get is that they want to build a progressive team (and franchise) in a 
variety of ways, and the subtleties of the way Nemec plays the game fit 
that kind of belief system more than David Jiricek’s outwardly visible and 
straightforward style that teams have long coveted (and still do). The 
Nemecs of the world are the future of the position. He’s a modern 
defenceman and more and more players who play like him are both 
entering the league and changing what we want defenders to do. If 
Jiricek is closer to the Aaron Ekblads and Moritz Seiders of the world, 
Nemec is akin to what guys like Adam Fox and Devon Toews (not 
necessarily in skill but in approach) now mean to the game in a very 
different mould. I get the sense the Kraken are drawn to the latter. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: David Jiricek, RHD, HC Plzen 

My rank: No. 6 

I’ve now had two people tell me to keep an eye on the Flyers steering the 
draft down an unexpected path at No. 5. There has been some chatter 
about them and NTDP forward Cutter Gauthier, an athletic, goal-scoring 
forward who plays a bit of a power forward 2.0 game and played mostly 
the wing at the national program but will play centre at Boston College 
and could fill a size-skill-scoring need for the Flyers down the middle. 
Still, if the Kraken take Nemec and Jiricek is available, I’d guess he’s the 
favourite for the Flyers’ pick as the big, strong, commanding rearguard 
they covet. He’s a very Flyers player. If Jiricek is gone, though, that’s 
probably more likely where someone like Gauthier comes into play. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Chicago): Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, U.S. 
NTDP 

My rank: No. 18 

If the Flyers take Gauthier and one of the two top D are available at this 
slot, I get the sense the Blue Jackets would be eager to take either of 
them (based on their preferences, I’d guess they really like Jiricek). If 
both are gone, though, and the Flyers don’t go off the board, this is 
where things will likely start to break open in the draft. Because if a 
forward is the choice, the Blue Jackets haven’t really revealed 
themselves to have a type in the way that some other teams (including 
the next in the draft order here) have. The good news is they’re likely 
after more of a finisher than a facilitator and there are four of them to pick 
from. They’ve got some Gauthier types in their pool and/or roster in guys 
like Yegor Chinakhov, Kirill Marchenko and Dmitri Voronkov. But they 
also took a swing on Kent Johnson and his more perimeter playmaking-
skill game last year, and a guy like Jonathan Lekkerimaki would 
represent a similar cut and a potentially excellent fit as a triggerman for 
Johnson long term. If they’re looking for a little more speed, Matthew 
Savoie would make sense. I wouldn’t rule out Jarmo Kekäläinen taking 
Finnish sniper Joakim Kemell here either. Savoie and Gauthier bring a 
little more versatility than Lekkerimaki and Kemell, in that they can play 
the wing or centre — they also offer physicality and tenaciousness that 
Lekkerimaki can lack. I’ll give the slight edge to the potential centres — 
and to Gauthier’s rising stock specifically (enthusiasm about Savoie 
softened ever so slightly late in the year and then he suffered a shoulder 
injury to end it on a bit of a sour note). 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP 

My rank: No. 7 

I’ve had a tough time handicapping the Sens in recent drafts because 
they’ve made a habit of going off the board and walking to the beat of 
their own drum, but there’s no question they have a type: the hard-
working, engaged, 200-foot, athletic player. I’ve also said for years that 
they need one more high-skill forward who can move the needle if they 
want to take their strong group of lunch pale types and elevate beyond 
that. Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Drake Batherson are stars but 
they’re not superstars and Tim Stützle’s on the cusp of stardom but 
probably won’t be one either. You’re likely getting a fifth guy of that 
calibre here. Can you win a Cup without one of the game’s 10 best 
forwards on your roster long term? Maybe not. But another player who 
can be more of a one-punch game breaker would be huge. Stützle has 
some of that in him, but Tkachuk, Batherson and Norris do most of their 
damage over the course of a game rather than in a brilliant moment 
(though Norris’ shot can open up a game). Here, the Sens have an 
opportunity to add a player who fits their type and has that dynamic 
quality they need in the noticeable, active, individual creation games of 
Matthew Savoie and Joakim Kemell. I’m pretty confident it will be one of 
the two if Gauthier is gone. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Winnipeg Ice 

My rank: No. 4 

It’s hard to deny the obvious connections and clear tendencies that make 
Rögle forward Marco Kasper an option here for the Red Wings. But even 
after a strong playoff performance gave him greater consideration in this 
kind of range, and even with the ties, I’ve still had multiple folks in the 
sport tell me that this is a little early for him. If there’s a strong voice in 
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the Red Wings amateur scouting group who agrees, I think Savoie 
makes the most positional and stylistic sense. I like him better as a 
centre than winger and I know some teams agree, even if there’s a divide 
on that topic (there’s also a divide on whether Kasper will be a centre and 
he played the wing exclusively this season). The Red Wings both like the 
skill guys with motors and need more of them. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgårdens IF 

My rank: No. 9 

Of the trio of 5-foot-9/10 forwards projected to go in the No. 5-10 range, 
Lekkerimaki feels like the most likely to be selected third even after his 
star grew following his brilliant U18 worlds performance. The Sabres 
should take whichever remains at No. 9 and while I suspect they’re more 
likely to take the potential centre in Savoie if he’s here (they’ve got plenty 
of talented wingers in their pool), I think they’re more likely to pounce on 
Lekkerimaki as the best player available (BPA) play, hoping that they can 
get one of the next-best centres (like a Frank Nazar or a Conor Geekie) 
with their next selection at No. 16. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle Thunderbirds 

My rank: No. 17 

I’ve been told by a couple of scouts that mock drafts too often let 
defencemen slide and to look out for there to be three defencemen taken 
in the top-10 in this year’s draft (as there usually are). If this year were 
ordered in a myriad of other ways, that third guy would be Denton 
Mateychuk for multiple teams. But because the Ducks already have the 
5-foot-11 Jamie Drysdale and have likely pencilled the 5-foot-9 Olen 
Zellweger into the second of their top-six jobs of the future, I’d bet they 
target the long, smooth mobility of Korchinski sooner than another 5-foot-
11 type like Mateychuk (as great as Mateychuk is on both sides of the 
puck). 

11. San Jose Sharks: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw Warriors 

My rank: No. 13 

The Sharks have drafted a lot of smallish forwards who can play in 
possession and manufacture offence in recent years and the result has 
been twofold: 

Their pool has improved, most of those kids have shown real promise, 
and now they’ll begin to compete with each other for NHL jobs in the next 
couple of years. 

They don’t have much coming on defence behind Ryan Merkley who, 
even with some strong play in stretches this season, still has some 
question marks about his ultimate NHL upside. 

The expectation among those I’ve talked to is that the Sharks will likely 
take a defenceman here for those reasons. That makes Mateychuk or 
Russian OHL star Pavel Mintyukov the probable choices (with Korchinski 
in the mix if he’s available, too). 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw Spirit 

My rank: No. 25 

If the Blue Jackets take one of the D at No. 6, then I’d zero in on big 
centre Conor Geekie and top Russian prospect Danila Yurov as the most 
likely choices here (I could see the Blue Jackets, with their bevy of 
Russian kids and multiple first-round picks for the second year in a row, 
being the team to take a chance on Yurov and hope to get him over here 
sooner rather than later). But if it’s Gauthier or another forward like I have 
it playing out here, I think the three D discussed in this range become the 
play. Mintyukov and his bold “I can do everything I want” (he literally said 
that at the combine) game remains, so he’s the guy in this scenario I’d 
think. They aren’t shy to take swings on players in Columbus either, and 
Mintyukov would both represent that and has some big believers. So too 
would hulking defenceman Lian Bichsel, who interviewed with all 32 
teams at the combine and is expected to go in the middle of the first 
round somewhere. 

13. New York Islanders: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg Ice 

My rank: No. 16 

Geekie just feels like a Lou Lamoriello pick. I think there’s a chance he 
goes a slot or two higher than this because of the desirability of a big 
centre who can handle, hold and facilitate with the puck (as well as shoot 
it). There really isn’t much in the Islanders’ pool on the blue line after they 
graduated Noah Dobson and Robin Salo, so I’d count on the 
defencemen taken directly in front of them here being in the mix if they’re 
available as well, but their system is a bit of a wasteland at every position 
and Geekie is still considered a premium prospect at a premium position 
by many in the sport. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Marco Kasper, C/RW, Rögle BK 

My rank: No. 24 

If the Red Wings don’t take Kasper, I think the teens are the range he’s 
more likely to be picked in. While I suspect the Jets would be keen to 
take a defenceman here after selecting forwards with their last four picks 
in the draft’s first two rounds, if the bigger names are gone (I think 
Mintyukov is the most likely of the three D taken in the 10-12 range here 
to be available), Kasper begins to make a lot of sense as a well-rounded 
complement to the thinking/finesse game of Cole Perfetti and the scorer’s 
game of Chaz Lucius. If one of Kasper and Lucius can stick at centre, 
that’d be big for them long term. If both do, they’ve really solidified their 
depth (with two very different players). 

Marco Kasper spoke with 30 teams this week. Makes me tired just 
thinking about it when you hear about a guy going through that many. 
Only teams he didn’t talk to: Dallas and Carolina. 

— Scott Wheeler (@scottcwheeler) June 4, 2022 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Liam Öhgren, LW, Djurgårdens IF 

My rank: No. 14 

The Canucks just need good players to inject into their dwindling pool, 
and they need them at all positions. I like Öhgren as, ironically enough 
because of his uncertain future and RFA status, a Brock Boeser type. 
He’s also a player that I’d bet the changing front-office group with the 
Canucks would covet, not just because of his high-end production this 
year but because of the projectability of his game as a physically mature 
skill-sturdiness combination winger with quick hands, a powerful shot and 
a well-respected approach to the game/leadership. He’s only got one 
year left on his contract with Djurgårdens and I expect him to do some 
damage in a more prominent role after their demotion to the second-tier 
HockeyAllsvenskan. I wouldn’t be surprised if he came over here after 
that and if his game was an even better fit on North American ice than 
Sweden’s international sheets. 

16. Buffalo Sabres (from Vegas): Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 11 

If the Sabres take a winger at No. 9, look to them to take a centre here. 
I’ve gone with Nazar, who is not as beloved in the private sphere as he is 
publicly, but offers speed and playmaking that the Sabres can afford to 
wait for if he takes two or three years in college. This is also the range 
where centres Jiri Kulich and Noah Ostlund will start to creep toward the 
top of boards so they’d make sense here. I wouldn’t be surprised if the 
Sabres, with their strong pool and multiple high picks, took a swing on 
Lambert or Yurov here either (though Yurov is strictly a winger so the 
likelihood that they take him drops if they take a winger with the first 
pick). 

17. Nashville Predators: Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands IF 

My rank: No. 51 

Even after suffering a concussion and missing much of the last couple 
months of the season (including U18 worlds, where he was supposed to 
captain the Swiss), the 6-foot-5 Bichsel is expected to be picked in the 
first round of the draft. He’s one of a small group of players who 
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interviewed with all 32 clubs at the combine, and his hulking, physical, 
and yet oddly mobile and poised style has drawn a lot of interest. The 
Preds, who have a track record of developing big defencemen and have 
spent all of their recent high picks on forwards (Fyodor Svechkov, 
Zachary L’Heureux, Luke Evangelista, Philip Tomasino, Egor Afanasyev, 
etc.) and a goalie (Iaroslav Askarov), feel like his most likely landing spot. 

18. Dallas Stars: Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 30 

After following up 2020’s first-round selection of forward Mavrik Bourque 
by using their first two picks of the 2021 draft to make contact (and 
maybe even smack them both out of the park for a pair of home runs) on 
Wyatt Johnston and Logan Stankoven, the Stars are yet another team 
that looks poised to take a defenceman this time around. I also expect 
first-pairing NTDP defenceman and the University of Minnesota commit 
Ryan Chesley, who is almost unanimously well-liked among NHL scouts 
and has been a name prospect for years, to go higher than where most 
in the public sphere have him. 

19. Los Angeles Kings: Brad Lambert, C/RW, Pelicans 

My rank: No. 8 

There is no prospect pool in the sport that is as crowded as the Kings’ is 
and it’s entering a phase in the next couple of years where there aren’t 
going to be enough jobs to fulfil the demands of promotions out of the 
pool, leaving deserving prospects out of the NHL and likely necessitating 
trades. That puts them in the perfect position to take a cut on a player. 
They don’t have to worry about readiness. They don’t have to worry 
about positional need. They just get to take a swing. They haven’t shied 
away from taking cuts on polarizing prospects in the past, either. If I’m a 
member of the Kings’ staff, my list starts and ends with Lambert, Yurov 
and Ivan Miroshnichenko here, with the Finn as the more likely pick over 
the Russians given the uncertainty around Yurov getting over here and 
Miroshnichenko’s health. 

20. Washington Capitals: Jiri Kulich, C/LW/RW, HC Energie Karlovy Vary 

My rank: No. 22 

The Capitals used recent top picks on forwards when they drafted 
Connor McMichael and Hendrix Lapierre, so I almost took a D here. But 
the big names are gone, this feels a little early to take one of the 
defenders from the next group, and Kulich is exactly the kind of player 
their group typically covets. He’s a driven, pro-sized forward with a 
defining trait (his shot and specifically his one-timer). He’s also projected 
to go in the 20s now and I expect his experience against professionals 
and his positional versatility (he has played all three forward positions for 
extended stretches either domestically or internationally) push him to the 
front of the 20s. If the Capitals go D here, this may be the earliest the 
long, smooth-skating Owen Pickering could go (Pickering is cast a lot like 
Capitals 2021 pick Vincent Iorio, too). 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Rutger McGroarty, LW, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 15 

The Penguins’ prospect pool is, has been, and will continue to be one of 
the weakest in the league regardless of what the Penguins do with this 
pick. They’ve got holes at LHD, RHD, C, RW and LW. That they’ve held 
onto this pick speaks to their desire to enter this next chapter with their 
core with one eye on the future instead of both closed. It’s also 
incumbent on them that they hit, though. They’ve got to make sure they 
have something coming. There are two kids that scream Ron 
Hextall/Brian Burke types that I’d look to specifically in McGroarty, the 
NTDP’s captain, who is already built like an NHL player and oozes 
charism and character (I suspect he left a strong impression on a lot of 
folks in his combine interviews and I’d bet that includes the Penguins), 
and Nathan Gaucher, another athletically-advanced player who is a 
better skater than McGroarty and projects as a driven third-liner with size 
and presence that complement good skill. 

22. Anaheim Ducks (from Boston): Isaac Howard, LW, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 10 

The Ducks have their centres of the future in Mason McTavish and 
Trevor Zegras. If they take a D at No. 10 and add them to Drysdale, 
Zellweger and co. they’ll be in a really good spot there too. So a scoring 
winger makes a lot of sense and Howard, one of the most talented 
players and slot finishers in the draft, fits the bill. The Ducks take the 
program’s leading scorer for the second year in a row, a year after 
drafting Sasha Pastujov in the third round when he fell. 

23. St. Louis Blues: Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current Broncos 

My rank: No. 53 

The Blues have used their six highest picks of the last four drafts on 
forwards and could now really use a top prospect on the back end to take 
the mantle as the organization’s No. 1 D in the pool from soon-to-be-
graduate Scott Perunovich. They won a Stanley Cup with a big, long D 
core that could skate and that’s Pickering, who is well-liked as a kid and 
has come along fast as a player, shooting up through a growth spurt and 
impressing scouts all year long with his length and mobility — and then 
the way he carried and presented himself in interviews at the combine. 

24. Minnesota Wild: Danila Yurov, LW/RW, Metallurg Magnitogorsk 

My rank: No. 12 

The Wild, like the Ducks’ two picks in front of them, have a strong pool at 
C, D and G now, and are one of the teams in the best position to take a 
winger as a result. Because they’ve got one of the better pools in the 
league, on the whole, they can also afford to take a cut and take a bit of a 
chance. Yurov, a top-10 pick if all things were equal with the Russians 
(the reality is that they’re not at the moment) is the clear best player 
available, can play both wings, and could be a home run if they can get 
him over here. This is about where the gap between him and his 
available peers becomes wide enough that you take the chance. The 
Wild should if he’s there. I’d consider Howard in their shoes if he’s 
around, too. 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgårdens IF 

My rank: No. 23 

There are three players that scream Leafs selections in this range: 
Howard, who is gone here, Swedish centre Noah Ostlund, and Moose 
Jaw’s Jagger Firkus. Firkus is a slight but thrilling offensive player who 
threatens every time he touches the puck (the last time the Leafs drafted 
a player from the Warriors, it worked out well for them when he became 
their No. 1 defenceman!). Ostlund is a slight, slick, playmaking, smooth-
skating centre with a trusted defensive game. Both possess the puck, 
problem solve, and play the hard-working off-puck game that the Leafs 
like. In a consensus poll, though, Ostlund probably ranks higher (even 
after Firkus’ surge in the second half) and is the slightly more likely pick if 
he’s available. 

26. Montreal Canadiens (from Calgary): Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec 
Remparts 

My rank: No. 38 

Teams rebuild through the middle of the ice and the Canadiens adding 
Wright as a top-six centre of the future with Suzuki, and Gaucher as a 
potential third-line centre of the future to play behind them would certainly 
set them off on the right foot. No matter what they say, it probably doesn’t 
hurt that he’s French-speaking and from just outside of Montreal for a 
draft held in Montreal, either. 

Nathan Gaucher showing us why he's highly touted for the 2022 
#NHLDraft@quebec_remparts | @QMJHL pic.twitter.com/ibhnpLgaxh 

— Canadian Hockey League (@CHLHockey) October 28, 2021 

27. Arizona Coyotes (from Carolina): Filip Mesar, LW/RW, HK Poprad 

My rank: No. 21 
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Mesar told a small group of reporters at the combine that he felt like the 
Coyotes and Lightning were the most interested in him. It’s pretty rare for 
a prospect to come right out and say something like that, but it’s 
fascinating when it happens because those teams now have information 
about one another. Before I learned that, Mesar was being talked about 
as a 30s guy who was likely going to be picked with one of the last three 
or so picks of Day 1, or the first few picks of Day 2. Ironically, the 
Coyotes and Lightning are also going to hold two of those last picks of 
the first round. There are just two slots left to be determined. They are 
the Lightning’s own pick and the Avalanche’s pick (held by the Coyotes!). 
If the Avalanche were to win the Cup and Arizona’s third pick of the first 
round became the 32nd selection, I now wonder if the Coyotes would 
pick Mesar (if indeed he’s their guy) here in order to avoid the Lightning 
getting a crack at him before their next shot. I expect the Coyotes will 
take two forwards and one defenceman, and the D that are available 
here will still likely be around a few picks from now, so it would make 
some sense. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (from Florida): Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw 
Warriors 

My rank: No. 34 

I didn’t think when I began this exercise, that I’d have the Sabres taking 
three forwards. I think it’s more likely they take two forwards and one 
defenceman. But with the way things played out here and the number of 
teams that I suspect will be eager to take defencemen, I actually really 
like the way things broke for the Sabres in this exercise. Lekkerimaki, 
Nazar and Firkus would be a substantial injection of skill into the 
organization; drafting all three would make for a potentially huge day for 
the organization’s future. Teams will tell you they try not to be influenced 
in their decision-making by the number of picks that they have, but the 
truth is that the first two do allow the Sabres to really go after a high-
upside kid here and there may not be a bigger one left than the 
diminutive but uber-talented Firkus. 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern University 

My rank: No. 29 

The Oilers went the college route with Dylan Holloway in 2020 — that 
pick has looked good thus far — and I wouldn’t be surprised if they go 
back to the well and take Hughes here. Most teams have him in the 
second round but a standout performance at the combine (both in the 
testing where he was one of the highest achievers and in the interviews 
according to a couple of sources) could sneak him into the first. Look for 
his production to take a strong uptick as a sophomore at Northeastern 
next year. 

30. Winnipeg Jets (from the Rangers): Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau 
Olympiques 

My rank: No. 31 

If the Jets take a forward with their first pick, look for them to take a 
defenceman with their second in order to insulate the pool behind Ville 
Heinola. The 30s are also where Luneau — the intelligent, workhorse 
former No. 1 pick of the Gatineau Olympiques — is most likely going to 
land. A knee injury cost him his summer and the start of his draft year, 
but once he got back and healthy, he was a dominant two-way defender 
in the QMJHL and played his best hockey of the year logging huge 
minutes in the playoffs. He’s not going to be a star but projects as a 
second-pairing guy. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW/RW, Omskie Krylia 

My rank: No. 28 

It’s no secret the Lightning’s pool is feeling the effects of its two Stanley 
Cups but their continued contender status allows them to play the long 
game with the kids that they do have (or might pick), which makes taking 
a chance on Miroshnichenko, a top-10 pick in the draft before his 
Hodgkins lymphoma diagnosis, a worthwhile gamble for them. They 
drafted a certain star Russian winger in the second round a little more 

than a decade ago. While Miroshnichenko’s not going to be Nikita 
Kucherov, he’s a much better prospect (health permitting) than where 
he’ll be picked and he wants to come to North America sooner rather 
than later (like Kucherov did when he went to the QMJHL a year after the 
Lightning selected him). 

32. Arizona Coyotes (from Colorado): Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, U.S. 
NTDP 

My rank: No. 26 

It would be a little ironic for the Coyotes to draft two-thirds of the NTDP’s 
first line and not take the one kid (Gauthier) who is actually from Arizona. 
But Snuggerud, a strong, well-rounded winger who can do a little bit of 
everything offensively and projects as a solid NHL player if he can get a 
step quicker, makes a lot of sense — not just in this range but for the 
Coyotes if they draft Cooley and want to surround him with a familiar face 
at a minimum and a maybe a linemate who he already has chemistry 
with in a best-case outcome. 

Best player available on Day 2: Lane Hutson, LHD, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 19 

Here’s the thing about Hutson: In conversations with NHL folks about 
him, several believe he’s a first-round pick. But here’s the other thing 
about Hutson: There was just always a player at each slot that I felt that 
team would be more likely to pick. I wonder if when push comes to shove 
the teams that are selecting will shy away from him as a result. I also 
wonder if the teams that do really like him think there aren’t many who 
share their belief and decide to try to test the odds and see if they can 
wait until Day 2 to grab him. I think there are definitely a few teams that 
are more inclined to take a player like Hutson than others, and others 
that I know wouldn’t touch him. The Hurricanes, Kings and Leafs feel like 
the most likely of those teams to take him. But the Hurricanes don’t have 
a first-rounder, I don’t think the Kings will take him as early as No. 19, 
and there are several other players the Leafs will likely like at No. 25. 
Teams with multiple picks, like the Sabres and Coyotes, might make 
sense too, with the former being more likely due to the pre-established 
strength of their pool and the risk-taking it may encourage. In any event, 
if he’s available into the second round, I wouldn’t hesitate in taking him. 

(Illustration: John Bradford / The Athletic; Photos: Chris Tanouye, Codie 
McLachlan / Getty Russel Hons / AP) 
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Shane Wright vs. Juraj Slafkovsky and the decision for the No. 1 NHL 
Draft pick 

 

Corey Pronman  

 

Today I dive into the debate surrounding the No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL 
Draft where I discuss my deliberations for my personal NHL Draft 
ranking, and why I ended up with TPS winger Juraj Slafkovsky over 
Kingston center Shane Wright in what I called a near coin-flip decision. 
We’ll also discuss U.S. NTDP center Logan Cooley, who some scouts 
have in that mix as well. 

Tomorrow, I’ll tell you what people in the NHL are saying about the top 
pick. 

Shane Wright 

Arguments for: The strongest arguments for Wright are based mostly, but 
not entirely, on what he did in prior seasons. In his 15-year-
old/exceptional status season he scored 39 goals and 66 points in 58 
OHL games. For comparison’s sake, Connor McDavid scored 25 goals 
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and 66 points in 63 games in his exceptional status season and John 
Tavares scored 45 goals and 77 points in 65 games. Wright’s nine goals 
and 14 points at the U18 World Championships were both the most by an 
underage Canadian player in the tournament’s short history. He’s worn 
the Captain’s “C” wherever he goes, including as an underage player on 
Canada’s U18 and U17 teams. He finished the season top 10 in OHL 
scoring. 

On a talent perspective, his hockey sense is among the best in the draft. 
Wright makes a ton of plays throughout the course of a game. While I 
didn’t think so this season, historically I’ve viewed his shot as an elite 
asset and something that can break games open. 

Wright is also a true center, who projects to be a reliable two-way center 
in the NHL based on what he’s shown throughout his career, such as 
playing tough defensive minutes while playing ahead of his age group. 

Arguments against: Wright had a down season by his standards. He 
scored more goals in the OHL as a U16 player, in fewer games, than he 
did as a U18 player. It’s rare for a potential No. 1 to not be an elite CHL 
scorer, never mind not being the top scorer on his CHL team. Kingston 
was also knocked out in the second round of the OHL playoffs in five 
games by North Bay. 

His toolkit is the biggest argument against him. Wright is a talented and 
well-rounded player, but when watching him you don’t get blown away. 
He doesn’t have truly elite speed or skill, and isn’t the most physically 
imposing player either. Watching him throughout his junior career he 
would often play well but you didn’t often end games thinking he took 
over. 

Shane Wright might be the projected No. 1 pick, but he doesn't have the 
highest upside in the class. 

Still, there is a lot to like, writes @coreypronman. 

31 prospects are ranked on upside alone:https://t.co/RjeCouYVuW 
pic.twitter.com/UsbtJwBLdx 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) June 8, 2022 

Juraj Slafkovsky 

Arguments for: Slafkovsky’s toolkit is highly intriguing. In any draft class, 
you don’t often see many 6-foot-4 players who can skate and handle the 
puck like he can. He has the ability on any given shift to take over and 
create chances from nothing. The pure pro projection and upside in his 
game is his first and best argument. 

Slafkovsky also played quite well at various points in the last two years 
particularly in international play. He turned in one of the best World 
Championships ever by a U18 player, being a go-to skater for Slovakia in 
that tournament. He was MVP of the Olympics, helping Slovakia capture 
bronze. He was one of the best players at the Hlinka Gretzky, helping 
Slovakia earn silver. 

Even though he went pointless in both tournaments, as a 16-year-old at 
the world juniors he was quite impressive in the 2020-21 season and 
made the rare appearance for a U17 player at the World Championships. 

Arguments against: Slafkovsky’s production in Liiga, and even to an 
extent in his Finland junior games this season, aren’t close to what you 
expect of a first pick. Yes, TPS was a very good team who went all the 
way to the Liiga finals, and yes his ice time wasn’t that high in the first 
half, but while that is useful context some of that can also be read as an 
excuse for middling production for a projected high pick. 

Slafkovsky also plays a non-premium position as a left wing. He’s played 
a little center historically but very rarely over the last few years. That is a 
big knock on him when you’re talking about potential first-line centers 
being the alternative options with the No. 1 pick. 

Logan Cooley 

Arguments for: Cooley is the most dynamic and exciting player in the 
draft from a pure talent perspective. He’s an excellent skater with a very 

high skill level, and displays great offensive IQ with the puck. He’s not 
just pure skill as he competes quite hard and plays the game fast. He can 
create offense in numerous ways. 

Cooley was the go-to player for a great U.S. NTDP age group. He played 
up with the USA U20 team in the summer and at the cancelled world 
juniors where in that time frame he was one of the best players for USA. 
This was an unusual feat for someone his age. 

Arguments against: Cooley’s actual production this season didn’t match 
up with what my eyes saw. His 1.50 points per game versus USHL 
players was 13th among U.S. NTDP players over the last 15 seasons, 
being outproduced by players such as Jack Roslovic, Jake Wise, Sonny 
Milano and Oliver Wahlstrom in their draft seasons. However, it was 
more than Trevor Zegras, which showed that stats aren’t always 
everything. His U18 World Championships were very good but not elite. 
Six goals and 10 points while being the driving player for the clear best 
team in the tournament was great, but it’s nothing special. Shane 
Wright’s U18s from the prior season had nearly as many goals as Cooley 
had points this season. 

A big part of Cooley’s selling point is he’s a highly-talented center, but at 
5-foot-10 there aren’t a whole lot of top-two line centers in the NHL who 
look like that. The NHL centers last season who were 5-foot-10 or shorter 
and had at least 0.6 points per game were in order: Jack Hughes, 
Brayden Point, and Vincent Trocheck, end list. There just aren’t many 
players who look like what Cooley is projected as, elevating the risk he is 
pushed to the wing as a pro unless he shows he can really drive play and 
defend well down the middle despite his frame. 

I had some sources push back on my using Point as a comparable for 
Cooley. My argument back is I don’t think he actually plays like Point, but 
the amount of data points I have to work with is quite limited, which is 
kind of the problem in a nutshell. 

OK, we see you Logan Cooley!@usahockey | #U18MensWorlds 
pic.twitter.com/PclLWn67x8 

— NHL Network (@NHLNetwork) April 28, 2022 

Why I decided on Slafkovsky 

We’ll focus on Wright vs. Slafkovsky to start, which is what I believe the 
debate is mostly, but not exclusively centers around. 

Comparing the pure tools, Wright is a slightly better skater but there’s not 
much of a difference, though. I think Slafkovsky’s pure puck skills are 
better, but Wright is a smarter player who makes more plays. Wright also 
has a higher compete level, leading him to be a solid two-way center. 
They can both shoot the puck about as well as each other. There is a 
size differential there, as Slafkovsky is about three inches taller. The 
amount of categories each has an edge in is about the same, but the gap 
between Slafkovsky and Wright in terms of size plus skill, is greater than 
the edge Wright has in terms of IQ plus compete. Thus I think Slafkovsky 
has the edge in terms of the pure toolkit, which I would characterize as a 
slight-to-moderate edge. 

Comparing how they performed this season, Wright was a top-10 scorer 
in the OHL, but compared to historical No. 1 CHL picks, his scoring rate 
wasn’t that high. He made Canada’s U20 team in a top-two center role, 
but in his brief time with the U20 team between his summer camp and 
the cancelled world juniors, he didn’t stand out. Slafkovsky didn’t perform 
close to what you expected for a potential No. 1 pick in Liiga. There were 
a few times he rose to elite performances, including an MVP 
performance at the Olympics, and then being a top 15 scorer at the 
World Championships, both of which were unique feats given his age 
playing against pros, and at times NHL players at the worlds.  Wright’s 
season overall was more impressive on average, but given Slafkovsky 
had those big moments where he looked like an elite prospect, I give him 
the slight edge this season and I can see reasonable arguments either 
way on this one. 

Compared to how they’ve performed over the course of their careers, it’s 
not close. Wright has been doing unusual things for his age for years and 
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has accumulated many accolades over the past few seasons. Slafkovsky 
looked very impressive in the 2020-21 season, including being a top 
player for Slovakia at the world juniors as a 16-year-old and playing for 
Slovakia’s senior team at the World Championships, but the overall track 
record is a strong edge to Wright. 

Wright also has a positional edge on Slafkovsky, as center is a much-
preferred position over a winger. Slafkovsky has dabbled at center over 
the last few years, but likely projects as an NHL winger. 

On the one hand, we have a winger in Slafkovsky whose pure toolkit is 
superior, and whose high points this season were higher than Wright’s, 
whereas Wright has the positional edge and has a much longer history of 
consistency of being a high-level player. This is why in my draft board 
article I called it a coin flip. There are very good arguments for either 
player. If I was with a team of evaluators and the majority of my 
colleagues wanted Wright I wouldn’t put up a fight. I ultimately 
determined that the higher upside based on Slafkovsky’s tools and the 
rare signs of truly special performances in this draft class was enough to 
nudge him ahead of a player like Wright who seemed to flatline a little 
this season. 

Regarding Cooley, he’s a guy you have to consider strongly just due to 
how unique and how dynamic he is. However, just due to his season and 
overall track record not being anything special and his toolkit not being 
flawless due to his size deficiency he was a guy who never seriously 
entered the conversation for No. 1 for me. 
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ESPN / How the New York Rangers take the next step to Stanley Cup 
contention 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

TAMPA, Fla. -- New York Rangers coach Gerard Gallant sat inside a 
conference room at Amalie Arena, discussing how his team's surprising 
Stanley Cup playoffs run ended in Game 6 of the Eastern Conference 
finals. On the other side of a wall sat coach Jon Cooper, surrounded by 
Tampa Bay Lightning conference championship hats and riding a much 
different vibe. 

"Gerard Gallant is going to be sitting here in not too long," Cooper said, 
pointing to the victors' podium. 

It could have happened this week. The Rangers held a 2-0 series lead 
over Tampa Bay. Goalie Igor Shesterkin had carried his superior play 
from their seven-game Round 2 victory against the Carolina Hurricanes 
into the conference finals. He would make 49 saves in Game 3, but 
couldn't stop the biggest shot of the contest: Ondrej Palat's goal with 42 
seconds remaining in regulation, brilliantly set up by Nikita Kucherov, to 
give the Lightning new life in the series. 

This would be a common theme for the next three games. They couldn't 
find that goal to tie up Game 4 after Pat Maroon's tally early in the first, or 
that second goal in Game 5 that would have prevented more Palat 
heroics in the last two minutes of regulation, or that tying goal in Game 6 
to earn overtime after Steven Stamkos answered their power-play tally in 
the third period. 

"We played well. We battled hard. We had a chance to win all those 
games but they found a way to get that goal at the right time," Gallant 
said. 

His Tampa Bay counterpart often talks about how the Lightning's 
crushing 2019 first-round sweep loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets was 
a transformative moment for his team. The Lightning have won 11 

straight playoff series since then -- Cooper quoted former Jackets coach 
John Tortorella as saying he created "a monster" in the victory -- and 
learned one of their most important lessons against Columbus: Nothing is 
achieved unless it's earned. 

"We don't care how it gets done. It just needs to get done," Stamkos said. 

The Lightning had lost in the conference finals two of the previous three 
postseasons. Their 128-point regular season in 2018-19 was one of the 
best in NHL history. Everything pointed to their ascension to the Stanley 
Cup. Four games later, they were the laughingstock of the league. 

This is one of the lessons the Rangers must learn from this Eastern 
Conference finals loss. The expectations that the Rangers are the "next 
one" are already there, from Jon Cooper's mouth to CapFriendly's pages, 
which reveal a Rangers team positioned well in terms of age and salary 
space. The hunger to get back will be there. But success can't be 
assumed. 

Now comes the hard part. 

Here are some of the lessons for the Rangers to take away from their 
loss to the Lightning in order to take that next step. 

Lesson No. 1: Win the war of attrition 

This is the key to most successful playoff runs. While the Rangers should 
be commended for their fortitude in rallying to win two playoff series in a 
seventh game, that expenditure of energy and wear-and-tear caught up 
with them against the Lightning, who were much more well-rested. 

"It's hard. When you go seven, you go seven, you go six ... that was their 
20th playoff game in 40 days," Cooper said. Meanwhile, the Lightning 
had a nine-day break between their sweep of the Florida Panthers and 
the conference finals. 

There's a switch that flips for a championship-caliber team, when it 
knows that expending so much energy in the first two rounds can be 
detrimental to the later ones. The Lightning learned it in Cooper's first 
journey to the Stanley Cup Final in 2015, winning a seven-game first-
round series against the Detroit Red Wings, a six-game series against 
the Montreal Canadiens and then another seven-game series against the 
Rangers. The Chicago Blackhawks, who defeated them in the Cup finals, 
achieved a sweep of the Minnesota Wild en route to the final round. 

The Lightning hadn't played a seven-game series in the first two rounds 
of the playoffs since then, until the Toronto Maple Leafs pushed them to 
the limit this year. 

"The playoffs at times can be a war of attrition," Cooper said. "I think in 
the end, the layoff helped us and no layoff hurt them, and the long series. 
They just had to play a lot of games." 

Lesson No. 2: Don't let your opponent off the mat 

Cooper was fond of saying that he knew the series had turned "eight 
minutes into the second period of Game 2." While that may be true, the 
Lightning lost that game and the Rangers had a 2-0 lead at 9:44 of the 
second period in Game 3 of the series. The Lightning rallied to win that 
game, and then won three straight thereafter. 

Perhaps it was always going to be like this. The Lightning won two 
straight Stanley Cups for a reason. But champions slam the door shut 
when given the chance. Frequently, it's the star players that help close it. 
Look at what Stamkos and Kucherov gave the Lightning in the last few 
games of the conference finals. The Rangers don't have that guy. At 
least yet. Fingers are still crossed on Alexis Lafrenière. 

GM Chris Drury was correct in his assessment about the Rangers. 
"There certainly has been no quit throughout the season," he said. "I 
think we as a group have realized how intense the playoffs are. We 
certainly have shown we can play that way and handle tight and intense 
experiences." 
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But it's not good enough to play well in the face of adversity. You have to 
overcome it. And to do so means scoring more than one goal in each of 
your last three playoff losses. 

Lesson No. 3: Build on your strengths, diminish weaknesses 

There was perfect symmetry to the end of the Rangers' playoff run. 
Game 6 saw Shesterkin play another mind-blowing game, making a 
highlight reel's worth of saves; and it saw the Rangers score their only 
goal on the power play, finishing with a 32.1% conversion rate, the best 
of the postseason. 

It turns out the regular season was a harbinger. The Rangers were 
defined as a team that was dragged to the playoffs by their Hart Trophy-
nominated goalie and their elite power play, which compensated for 
insufficient 5-on-5 play. In the Eastern Conference finals, the Rangers 
scored two even-strength goals after the first period of Game 2. 

Gallant said the Lightning are "a big, big defensive team," and that's true. 
He also said the Rangers' inability to score at even strength was a 
product of fatigue, which is only partially true. They earned 47% of the 5-
on-5 shot attempts in the regular season; they earned 44.9% of the shot 
attempts in the playoffs. They earned 47% of the expected goals in the 
regular season; they earned 39.2% of the expected goals in the playoffs. 

They were who we thought they were: a team with an all-world goalie, an 
exceptional power play and four lines that get beaten at even strength. 

"Let's be honest: When you have a [great] goaltender, it can hide some 
flaws on your team," Cooper said. "I'll be the first to stand in line and 
raise my hand and say that [Andrei] Vasilevskiy has done that for us. 
When you break down, you need someone there that can keep you in 
games." 

What comes next 

Now the good news: The Rangers have both a very solid foundation on 
which to build, and the cap flexibility with which to do that building. 

It starts with Shesterkin. He makes $5,666,667 annually against the 
salary cap through 2024-25, a deal that looks more brilliant by the save. 

"This was my first real look at him. He's got all of the poise. He reminds 
me of our guy. He gives their team a ton of confidence. He's a difference-
maker," Cooper said. 

Norris Trophy-winning defenseman Adam Fox is 24 and signed through 
2028-29 with a $9.5 million annual cap hit -- another brilliant Drury 
contract. Fox's defense partner Ryan Lindgren is just 24 and makes $3 
million annually against the cap next two seasons before becoming an 
RFA. K'Andre Miller, 22, is a restricted free agent. They have two other 
strong young defensemen in Braden Schneider, 20, who played 43 
regular-season games for them and 20 more in the playoffs; Nils 
Lundkvist, 21, who saw 25 games of action this season; and Zac Jones, 
21, who's been up in the NHL for parts of two seasons. 

Up front, these playoffs signaled the arrival of Filip Chytil, 22, as an 
offensive force. Lafrenière, 20, showed so many flashes of all-round 
exceptional play. (It remains to be seen where they go with Kaapo 
Kakko, their "Kid Line" linemate and a restricted free agent who was a 
scratch in Game 6.) The veteran stars are in their prime: Mika Zibanejad, 
a star by any measure, is 29; Chris Kreider is 31, but still has his wheels; 
and Artemi Panarin is 30. 

According to CapFriendly, the Rangers have $13,458,531 million in open 
cap space this offseason. Some of that will be earmarked for bringing 
back players. Will they sign trade deadline pickup Andrew Copp? And if 
so, what does that mean for center Ryan Strome, who is Panarin's 
preferred pivot? Do they bring back Tyler Motte and Frank Vatrano, the 
latter having been a top-line player for them in the playoffs? 

"When you have the core they have up front and some of the 
defensemen they have coming and they have the goaltender, it's a pretty 
good recipe to have," Cooper said. 

Now they just need to find the right ingredients to elevate the dish. 
There's been talk about trying to trade for Vancouver Canucks forward 
J.T. Miller, a strong 5-on-5 player who played for them from 2012-13 to 
the trade deadline in 2017-18. Perhaps they continue their pursuit of star 
players while they're a distance from the salary-cap ceiling. Heck, steal 
from the best: Palat is an unrestricted free agent this summer. 

One thing is certain: The focus is now the Stanley Cup. Any echoes from 
"the letter" and the team's expedited rebuild -- having Panarin and Fox 
fall into their laps, a couple of draft lottery wins, and the emergence of 
Shesterkin really sped things up, eh? -- are gone. You saw it in the 
devastated faces of the players after Game 6. 

"I feel like denying this right now. It's just empty. I don't want it to be 
over," Zibanejad said. 

The Lightning have shown how to regain feeling and focus from the 
numbness. They've also shown that being "the next one" isn't good 
enough. The Rangers must address their flaws both internally and with 
more external help. They must learn their lessons from this run, which 
had as much good fortune -- such as the injuries suffered by the 
Penguins and Hurricanes -- as it had dominating play. 

Do that, and it will be Gerard Gallant sitting at the table with the 
championship hats, rather than the one with him lamenting a season that 
fell short. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing what makes Cale Makar different from other 
great defencemen 

 

A couple things are true about Cale Makar. 

One, is that you already know he’s great. Through three rounds of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs he’s put up 22 points in 14 games, when things are 
supposed to have gotten “harder.” Twenty-two points would’ve put him 
inside the top-100 defencemen in scoring this past 82-game season, 
tying him for 93rd with P.K. Subban. So yeah. You already know Makar is 
great, and you already know he’s playing well. Gambling odds have him 
as the front-runner for the Conn Smythe Trophy heading into the Stanley 
Cup Final. 

The other truth, though, is that he hasn’t re-invented hockey. There’s the 
temptation when a player is exceptional to be like “nobody’s ever played 
the game like this before!” But hockey history (and its present) is littered 
with players who’ve done the specific things Makar does to varying 
degrees. I’m just not sure we’ve seen them combined quite like this, or 
have each one at elite levels like this, at least not in the modern day. I 
mention “modern” day because the most common comparison has been 
Bobby Orr, who dominated then like Makar is starting to dominate now. I 
mean this without exaggeration: Cale Makar is my favourite player in the 
NHL to watch play, Connor McDavid included. 

The latter is amazing to watch, like the seven or eight seconds that 
comprise a straightaway drag race. 

Makar is amazing to see, like watching a lioness hunt. He lurks until it’s 
time to pounce, then he executes with suddenness and fluidity. 

Let’s take a look at all the tools Makar uses to dominate the NHL in 2022, 
and suss out how he’s become one of the best two or three defencemen 
in the league at just 23 years old. 

Patience and raw skating combined 

We’ll start here because without it, everything else is irrelevant. This is 
the combination for me that makes it all possible. 
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After living in Arizona I learned you’re better to get stung by an adult 
scorpion, which only doles out the little venom necessary per sting to get 
rid of their foe, while the younger scorpion is more likely to go both 
barrels with full venom whether necessary or not. (This article brought to 
you by National Geographic, apparently.) I mention this because Makar 
is the older scorpion. He doesn’t use his speed in flat-out blasts like 
some of the league’s fastest players, who often don’t know how to play at 
other speeds. He holds on to what he needs so he can change speeds 
and add surprise to an otherwise impressive top gear. 

This first clip here is Makar defending, leading to the play going the other 
way, and you can see his pure patience. He barely takes a stride, 
winding side to side, looking for help and for openings. That’s the lurking 
part. The next clip is him playing 200 feet of the ice, taking a rush up the 
rink and shooting, but then you see the true speed he has when he’s 
more desperate to get back: 

The 25% fakes 

While the whole Makar machine is built on the back of his patience and 
skating, the features he’s built on to it are deadly. The purpose of a fake 
is to get your opponent off-balance thinking you’re going to do something 
else, then taking advantage of their momentary weight shift. The less-
gifted execute full elaborate fakes, and miss the tiny windows to exploit 
their opposition. Makar makes tiny fakes, executing maybe a quarter of a 
normal fake (most often with his feet), which leads defenders to think 
he’s going to do something else for just a nanosecond. 

He then accelerates into that nanosecond. Watch how he changes the 
route of the Flyers PK F1 with his foot position at the top of the circles, 
making it look like he’s going to drop the puck. Then he crosses over 
hard left once in the neutral zone, pushing the defender over a step 
before going back right and charging at the open lane: 

Against the Flyers again, Makar uses a feint with his hips – he loves the 
heel-to-heel fake, which he only starts here – to act like he may run it 
back to the near flank, just enough to open up the shooting lane. 

You can see how well he walks the blue line laterally there, which we 
also see in defenders today like Quinn Hughes and Adam Fox. That 
leads us to… 

The lateral movement, yes, but what that opens up down the wall 

Makar is a nightmare for opposing wingers, whose job it is to defend him, 
and block his shots. Summer hockey camps often pair kids off and have 
them take turns playing the mirror game, where the kids try to copy the 
person making the initial motions left and right, forward and back. Makar 
would leave a trail of broken ankles in his wake if anyone tried that with 
him. 

Given that he so casually and swiftly glides left and right along the blue, 
defending wingers often rush ahead a half step to not allow that shooting 
lane to open up, which is when Makar kills them back down the wall after 
one of those quarter-fakes. Watch three different Predators wingers try to 
contend with him here: 

The ability to take contact 

There are D-men in the NHL – not many, but a few – who can do things 
similar to what you’re seeing above, but few can do what Makar does 
while confidently defending, and more importantly, confidently taking 
contact. That allows a guy like Makar an extra half-second on puck 
touches. 

The young Avs D-man is a reasonably stocky guy for someone a breath 
under six feet tall, and he doesn’t get pushed around. You saw him 
handle himself in traffic at the start of the patience/skating video, but 
watch these two little plays against the Oilers in the playoffs, where he 
isn’t rushed into a play because he’s not afraid to have the opposition 
lean on him. Note too, that it’s Zach Hyman and Connor McDavid going 
after him in these clips: 

And last but not least, 

He takes what he’s given 

A major divide exists between the public and the teams over what to do 
with certain hyper-skilled players, who can occasionally do electric things 
and create offence. The public sees the fanciest of the highlights, and 
they don’t like that teams punish for the turnovers that often come with 
them – you have to takes chances to make some plays, after all. (In 
many cases, fans are right that these talents deserve a wider berth to 
develop.) 

With Makar though, it’s not often you see him try to put the puck through 
the defender’s skates, or under their triangle like some of the game’s 
best highlight-makers. He moves the whole defender with his feet and 
hips and body position, like in the many clips above. He creates ice for 
himself, which eliminates the stickhandling in traffic that can lead to 
turnovers. 

In sum, if you give him room, he’ll just say thanks and take it. Like when 
Kirby Dach thought Makar might pass and locked up his feet, so Makar 
just said “Okey doke,” spun and took that ice, before putting Marc-Andre 
Fleury on a poster. 

For a guy who isn’t blessed with pure size, Cale Makar is otherwise the 
complete package. He defends well, he has vision and hands and 
everything else you can see in these clips. Defencemen very rarely win 
the Hart Trophy, but this kid is going to play himself into the conversation 
in the years ahead. 

For now, he may have to settle for a Conn Smythe Trophy, if only his 
team can find a way past the two-time defending Cup champions. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Federal heritage committee votes to invite Hockey Canada 
officials to testify next week 

 

Emily Sadler and Paul D. Grant  

 

Editor's Note: The following story deals with sexual assault, and may be 
distressing for some readers. 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage voted Monday in 
Parliament to invite four officials from Hockey Canada and the Hockey 
Canada Foundation to testify about the settlement of a civil lawsuit in 
which eight former Canadian Hockey League players were accused of 
sexually assaulting a woman in 2018. 

Outgoing Hockey Canada CEO Tom Renney, president and COO Scott 
Smith, former director of risk management for Hockey Canada Glen 
McCurdie, and David Andrews, chair of the Hockey Canada Foundation 
board of directors, will be asked to appear before the committee on 
Monday, June 20. The session will be made public. 

Liberal MP Chris Bittle, who is part of the Committee and was present for 
Monday’s proceedings, told Sportsnet that should any individual choose 
not to accept the invitation, a parliamentary summons will be issued for 
them to appear before the committee.  

In a lawsuit filed on April 20 in Ontario Superior Court in London, Ont., a 
woman alleged she was sexually assaulted in June 2018 by eight CHL 
players, including some members of the 2017-18 Canadian world junior 
championship team. The alleged incident occurred in a London hotel 
room after a Hockey Canada Foundation event at which the world junior 
team was being honoured. The woman, who wishes not to reveal her 
identity, did not name the players involved – they are referred to as John 
Does 1-8 in the official statement of claim.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 14, 2022 

 

The allegations, which have not been heard in a court of law, first came 
to light publicly last month when TSN reported the settlement involving 
Hockey Canada, the CHL, and the eight players. Terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed.  

“This is something that we need to get to the bottom of,” Bittle told 
Sportsnet Monday, adding that any additional meetings will be 
accommodated if the need arises.  

“If it requires more than one meeting, then we’ll do that,” he said.   

According to information provided by the Heritage Committee clerk 
before Monday’s vote, the committee can also "request" documents as 
part of the proceedings. 

Hockey Canada released a statement after news of the settlement, 
saying it contacted local police authorities upon learning about the 
alleged assaults in 2018 and retained Henein Hutchison LLP to 
"undertake a thorough independent internal investigation and make 
recommendations on areas for improvement which we have been 
implementing and will continue to pursue." The organization also stated 
that the woman making the allegations chose not to speak with police or 
Hockey Canada’s independent investigator. Details of the internal 
investigation have not been made public.  

On June 2, Canada's minister of sport, Pascale St-Onge, said she is 
ordering a forensic audit into whether public funds were used in the 
settlement Hockey Canada paid to the woman. 

On Sunday, St-Onge announced safe-sport initiatives that included the 
creation of an athlete advisory committee within Sport Canada to amplify 
athlete voices. The minister has also set a deadline of April 1, 2023, for 
national sport organizations (NSOs) to sign agreements to work with the 
new Office of the Integrity Commissioner. 

St-Onge also plans to review Sport Canada's funding agreements with 
NSOs to "ensure that the standards in matters of governance, 
accountability and security are reached." 

"We're all working towards breaking that culture of silence," St-Onge 
said. "So let's make sure that the athletes can speak out and feel free to 
do it. There's no reason to keep them from talking about their situation 
and what they're going through." 

The committee first met to discuss the idea of an investigation last 
Wednesday. All parties passionately spoke about the importance of 
investigating Hockey Canada and delving into what the organization 
knew about the incident and whether taxpayers' money was used to 
settle the ensuing lawsuit. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 2022 Stanley Cup Final Preview: Avalanche vs. Lightning 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

There is no Cinderella this year. 

As the Tampa Bay Lightning go for their third consecutive Stanley Cup, 
which would make them just the fourth team in league history to do it, 
they face the best possible challenger the West could throw at them. If 
you thought the 2020 bubble win against Dallas was tainted (it wasn't) 
due to the weird conditions, or that last season was an anti-climactic 
denouement against an overmatched Montreal Canadiens, the 2022 final 
is the ultimate test. 

Colorado is the best team Tampa Bay has faced in any of these three 
finals — and, in fact, they may be the best team the Lightning have faced 
at any point during this three-year run. 

The two teams got here in very different ways. 

The Lightning are fresh off a six-game series win against New York in 
which they dropped the first two games. In that series, Tampa Bay 
started with nine days of rest while the Rangers arrived right after a long 
seven-game series over Carolina. The Lightning started slow and then 
figured it out. 

If rest vs. rust was a factor at the start of that series, it may play a part 
again in the Cup Final. 

When Game 1 hits, Tampa Bay will be working on three days rest, while 
Colorado will have had eight days off after sweeping Edmonton. The Avs 
had seven days off between their Round 1 and 2 series, then won Game 
1 in overtime and never trailed their series against the Blues. 

"It's just a part of what we're doing and the mindset we have is just being 
ready, staying ready," Gabriel Landeskog said. "If we're getting eight 
days off we're getting eight days off and we're gonna make sure we 
practise hard, rest up and are ready to go." 

Hockey fans everywhere are certainly ready to go for what, on paper, is 
shaping up to be the best Cup Final in a few years. It's the team trying to 
three-peat versus the up-and-coming contender we've seen coming for 
years that has finally reached its peak. 

Here's how the two finalists stack up. 

HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 

Avalanche: 2-0-0 

Lightning: 0-1-1 

What's at stake for Colorado: 

In 2016-17, the Avalanche had a horrendous season, one of the worst on 
record, finishing with 48 points in 82 games and then had horrible lottery 
luck, falling all the way to the fourth overall pick. No worries — they 
nabbed Cale Makar there. At the start of the next season they trade 
disgruntled centre Matt Duchene for a whopper of a return that included 
defenceman Sam Girard and a first-round draft pick that turned into 
Bowen Byram at fourth overall in 2019. And just like that, the Avs 
acquired half of their fully healthy top-six blue line. 

It's been a steady build up from there. Over the next years, Devon Toews 
was acquired for a couple of second-rounders and then blossomed into a 
Team Canada-type of defenceman. Nazem Kadri was brought in for Alex 
Kerfoot and Tyson Barrie and his impact as the 2C has been huge, with 
2021-22 being his best performance yet. Darcy Kuemper was brought in 
to be the No. 1 goalie this season via trade. And there have been a 
number of solid "around the edges" additions as well, including Andre 
Burakovsky and this year's in-season adds, Arturri Lehkonen and Josh 
Manson. 

All the while, Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic resisted the urge to 
pay up at past deadlines for the biggest fish, such as Taylor Hall or 
Claude Giroux. 

We've seen the Avs coming for a few years now and, after three 
consecutive second round losses, the 2022 team finally broke through, 
slashing their way through the Western Conference. What's at stake now 
is to claim a Stanley Cup before all their star players sign new, expensive 
contracts that will make adding to the margins more of a challenge. 

After this season, Nathan MacKinnon will have just one more season 
with a $6.3 million cap hit before he becomes eligible for unrestricted free 
agency and in line to be one of the league's highest earners. Kuemper 
and Nazem Kadri will both be UFAs this summer and at least one could 
be priced out of town. Makar ($9 million) and Mikko Rantanen ($9.25 
million) have already secured their pay days. 
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It's not as though this should be Colorado's only crack at the Cup — they 
still have a loaded roster and a GM who's proven to be a great asset 
manager — but things will start to get tighter in the next season or two. 
The ages and contracts of this roster build are in the Goldilocks Zone 
right now so it's imperative to finish the job before off-ice considerations 
pinch the outlook just a little. 

What's at stake for Tampa Bay: 

The word "dynasty" can be thrown around a little easily in modern sports 
and that might be because we haven't had many true historical ones in 
recent times. The NFL's New England Patriots won three Super Bowls in 
four years in the early-2000s and another three in five years from 2014-
18 and are one of the best examples of that — though some may even 
argue it. 

In the NHL, both the Detroit Red Wings and Chicago Blackhawks won 
three Stanley Cups in a six-year period over the past two-and-a-half 
decades and are the closest to a "dynasty" we've had in this sport since 
the Montreal Canadiens, New York Islanders and Edmonton Oilers won 
14 of 15 Stanley Cups (five for Montreal and Edmonton, four for the Isles) 
between 1976 and 1990. 

The Lightning can enter that type of stratosphere with a win in this series. 

If they can beat Colorado four times, the Lightning will be the first NHL 
team to win three consecutive Stanley Cups since the Islanders' four-
peat from 1980-83. Since the turn of the millennium the Penguins (2016, 
2017) and Lightning (2020, 2021) are the only two teams to win back-to-
back titles. 

The last teams in any of North America's Big Four sports to win at least 
three titles in a row were the NBA's Los Angeles Lakers (2001, 2002, 
2003) and MLB's New York Yankees (1998, 1999, 2000). 

It's impressive enough for these Lightning to have a shot at a three-peat 
in an age of parity under a salary cap, and even moreso when you 
consider we've had a flat cap for a couple of years now, which leaves 
even less room to handle player raises and roster turnover. Lightning GM 
Julien BriseBois has done masterful work. 

So too have the players, and it should also be acknowledged that while 
the past two seasons have sure been unusual (first a bubble playoffs and 
then a regionalized, 56-game calendar), that's also been a unique 
challenge for the players to adapt to. 

A Lightning win should secure them a dynasty status in NHL history. And 
they'll still be a force next year, too. 

The Avs laid waste to the Western Conference in becoming the first team 
to win its regular season conference title and then reach the Stanley Cup 
Final since Chicago in 2013. It took Colorado just 14 playoff games to 
reach the Cup Final and they became just the eighth team since 1987 
(when every playoff round became a best-of-7) to reach the fourth round 
with only two losses. 

But, we should note, just three of those teams went on to win the Stanley 
Cup. 

Colorado's outlook is simply glowing. Defenceman Cale Makar leads the 
team with 22 points in 14 games and has the best points-per-game mark 
of any remaining player. He's not been slowed at all in the playoffs and is 
now generating Bobby Orr vibes with his propensity to absolutely 
dominate and control the flow of play anywhere on the ice. 

And, of course, you have Nathan MacKinnon, a bull of a player who is 
often forgotten in "best player in the world" conversations, but should be 
right in the mix. He, Mikko Rantanen and Gabriel Landeskog have been 
the young, maturing leaders on this team for some time and are 2-3-4 in 
scoring to this point, as you might expect. 

But then you have Kadri, who has played with an edge that hasn't 
crossed over to a suspension yet, which has been a troubling area for 
him in the past. Though he was injured in Game 3 of the West Final, he 
has not yet been ruled out even for Game 1 of the Cup Final. Devon 

Toews gets overshadowed by his defence partner, but is elite in his own 
right. 

Folks, it keeps going. Artturi Lehkonen, who sent the Avs to the Cup 
Final with a Game 4 OT winner against Edmonton, is tied for the league 
lead with three game-winning goals this post-season. Late-bloomer 
Valeri Nichushkin is averaging over 20 minutes a night. 

They've overcome losing Girard to injury all playoffs and then when 
Kuemper went down in Game 1 against Edmonton. Backup Pavel 
Francouz won every game he filled in for, and now it appears Kuemper 
will be an option again in the Final. 

So, yeah, the Avs have a lot going for them and are the perfect 
challenger for the back-to-back champs. You can never count the Avs 
out and, though they have pulled off two sweeps to get here, they have 
proven an ability to fight back. Colorado has won six of the seven games 
in these playoffs where they allowed the game's first goal, which is twice 
as many as the teams behind them and the only team with a better than 
.500 winning percentage in this scenario. 

Speaking of comeback teams, the Lightning are right there with the Avs. 
Tampa Bay trailed its opening round series to Toronto 1-0, 2-1 and 3-2 
before pulling off the win, and then in the Eastern Conference Final they 
dropped the first two games against New York before winning four in a 
row. 

As Justin Bourne wrote, the Lightning are masters at feeling out a series, 
adapting to what the other team is doing, and then putting the pedal 
down. 

We know all about the stars atop their lineup. 

Nikita Kucherov is the highest-scoring player left standing with 23 points 
and he has a chance to join Wayne Gretzky, Bryan Trottier and Mike 
Bossy as the only players in league history to record at least 25 points in 
three consecutive post-seasons. 

Steven Stamkos leads the Lightning with nine goals, while Victor 
Hedman logs over 24 minutes a night, has 14 points in 17 games and is 
also dominant in his own zone. Anthony Cirelli has been a shutdown 
machine facing some top competition all playoffs long and he's been a 
key factor behind Tampa's brilliance at 5-on-5. 

Of course, you can't talk about the Lightning without mentioning Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, whose performance in potential elimination games continues 
to be the stuff of legend. He outduelled Vezina favourite Igor Shesterkin 
in the last round and gets to the final with a .928 save percentage and 
2.27 GAA. Vasilevskiy has every chance to win the Conn Smythe again 
with a strong finish in the final, and if he does, he'd be the first goalie to 
win it in back-to-back seasons since Bernie Parent in the 1970s. 

PLAYOFF TEAM STATS 

Colorado, win one for...Erik Johnson 

The first overall pick in 2006 by St. Louis, Johnson didn't play his first 
playoff game until his seventh season in the league and then didn't play 
in his second post-season series until he was a 12-year veteran. 

Colorado acquired the now-34-year-old Johnson in a 2011 mid-season 
trade for Kevin Shattenkirk, Chris Stewart and a draft pick. Johnson then 
had to endure some immediate tough times in Colorado though, as the 
team qualified for one playoffs in his first seven years with the team, and 
absolutely bottomed out in 2016-17. 

It's been a long time coming for Johnson, who is now averaging under 17 
minutes per game playing next to Byram, acting as a leader and support 
for the younger and more dynamic defencemen in the lineup. 

"You just never know when that opportunity is going to come," Johnson 
said after the Western Conference Final series win. "It's been 900 
games, 15 years. I look at Bo and he's got 30 games and one year and 
I'm like 'you're lucky man.' I'm excited to have a chance." 

Tampa Bay, win one for...Corey Perry? 
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OK, look, I realize most hockey fans won't be crossing their fingers for 
Perry here. And, yes, he has won a Stanley Cup in his career, with the 
Ducks as a sophomore in 2006-07. This is far from a Ray Bourque 
situation here. 

But this is a back-to-back championship roster, so there aren't a lot of 
Cup-less players. You might be inclined to put someone like Nick Paul 
here, a highly likeable worker of a player who has contributed greatly to 
this run. If you're a Senators fan, I get pulling for him. But Paul is 27 
years old, has been in the league just four full seasons and this is his first 
taste of the playoffs. 

Perry gets the nod here because he took one year deals to join Dallas in 
2019-20 and Montreal in 2020-21 and then reached the Final with both 
only to lose to these very Lightning. Can't beat 'em, join 'em. That's 
exactly what Perry did and you can bet the team will rally around getting 
him his second ring now. 

Perry is the second player in league history to play in three consecutive 
Cup Finals with three different teams. Marian Hossa did it in 2008 with 
Pittsburgh (lost to Detroit), 2009 with Detroit (lost to Pittsburgh) and 2010 
with Chicago (victorious). 

Colorado X-Factor: Nazem Kadri 

A bad hit from Evander Kane in the last round removed Kadri from the 
series in Game 3, but hasn't ended his season yet. While Kadri required 
thumb surgery after the hit, the team hasn't even ruled him out for Game 
1 yet. 

Whether he returns in Game 1 or later on in the series, Kadri is a vitally 
important player for the Avs, especially against a team as deep and 
talented as the Lightning. Kadri is coming off a career-best regular 
season and followed it up with a stellar playoff run, totalling 14 points in 
13 games. 

But it's more than production. As the team's second line centre, Kadri 
brings balance to the middle at the top of the lineup and gives no easy 
matchups for the opposition. At 5-on-5 — an area the Lightning thrive in 
— Kadri's 62.29 Corsi For percentage is the best mark on the Avs, as is 
his 64.87 expected goal percentage. The Avs have actually outshot the 
competition 130-78 and outscored them 15-11 when Kadri has been on 
the ice at evens. 

His return will be especially important if the Lightning get their only 
injured player back... 

Tampa Bay X-Factor: Brayden Point 

The question doesn't seem to be if Point returns, but when. 

“I don't know about the probability of Game 1, but it's extremely probable 
that he will play in the series," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said after his 
team's Game 6 win against New York. 

Point hasn't played since Game 7 of their Round 1 series against Toronto 
and the Lightning haven't missed a beat, which says a lot about their 
depth, mindset and how they're coached. But getting Point back now 
would be a huge boost to the roster and give them a lot of options in how 
to deploy their top-nine forwards. 

Point has been one of Tampa's best two or three players in their back-to-
back Cup wins and if he's going to return after the team went 8-2 without 
him, look out for what he could add. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tale of the tape: How Lightning, Avalanche stack up in 
Stanley Cup Final 

 

The two-time defending champs versus the up-and-comers who are 
looking to finally get over the top. 

It’s a compelling clash that will feature a plethora of juicy storylines when 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Colorado Avalanche face off in the 2022 
Stanley Cup Final, which gets underway Wednesday at Ball Arena (8 
p.m. ET, Sportsnet and Sportsnet NOW). 

The Avalanche have been waiting patiently to see who their opponent 
would be and they got the answer to that question Saturday as the 
Lightning eliminated the New York Rangers in Game 6 of the Eastern 
Conference Final. 

For the third time in as many rounds, Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
allowed only one goal in an elimination game, and Steven Stamkos 
delivered the series-clinching goal just 21 seconds after Frank Vatrano 
scored a power-play marker (with the Tampa Bay captain serving a minor 
penalty for holding) to tie the game in the third period. 

It feels like these two teams have been on a collision course since these 
playoffs began, with the Lightning running the full gamut of emotions, 
from the ups-and-downs of the opening-round ouster of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs to the second-round sweep of the Florida Panthers. 

That set the stage for a fascinating series with the Rangers, who took a 
commanding 2-0 series lead by winning the first two games on home ice 
before the Lightning rallied back to win the next four games — including 
several in dramatic fashion. 

Over in the Western Conference, the Avalanche have resembled a well-
oiled machine, sweeping the Nashville Predators in the opening round 
and taking out the St. Louis Blues in six games. 

Another sweep occurred in the third round when the Avalanche played 
with incredible pace and bounced the Edmonton Oilers to qualify for the 
Stanley Cup Final for the first time in more than two decades (2001). 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

Can the Lightning hang onto the title belt and secure a three-peat or are 
the Avalanche poised for another magnificent moment on what has 
already been a wild ride for a franchise that has overcome some recent 
heartache in the form of three consecutive second-round exits? 

“It's a step in the right direction. And it was good to move past another 
round,” Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog said after Game 4 against 
the Oilers. “We know the job's not finished.” 

The Lightning also know the job is not finished, as they’ve reached the 
summit in each of the past two seasons and know what it takes to reach 
the ultimate goal. 

With that in mind, here’s a closer look at some of the matchups that could 
help determine the winner of what should be an epic battle for puck 
supremacy: 

Nathan MacKinnon vs. Anthony Cirelli 

The top centre on the Avalanche has been a man on a mission and it 
doesn’t matter if he’s going up against a Selke winner (Ryan O’Reilly) or 
being asked to try and slow down the best player on the planet (Connor 
McDavid), he’s been up for the assignment so far. MacKinnon has been 
praised by Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar for his willingness to 
sacrifice some offence to drill in on the details of his head-to-head battle. 

Cirelli did an outstanding job at even strength against Mika Zibanejad in 
the Eastern Conference Final and you can bet Lightning head coach Jon 
Cooper is going to try and have Cirelli on the ice with MacKinnon 
whenever possible. 
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Victor Hedman vs. Cale Makar 

A past Norris Trophy winner (2017-18) in Hedman and a future Norris 
Trophy winner in Makar and the value to their respective teams is off the 
charts. Hedman is fourth in team scoring (two goals, 14 points in 17 
games), averages more than 25 minutes of ice time per game and is 
used in all situations. 

Makar has been outstanding, delivering superb play in all three zones. By 
chipping in nine points in the four-game sweep of the Oilers (including a 
five-point night in the clincher), Makar is up to five goals and 22 points in 
14 games, leaving him as a serious candidate for the Conn Smythe 
Trophy. 

Gabe Landeskog vs. Steven Stamkos 

The captains are both playing fundamentally sound hockey, providing 
excellent leadership while chipping in offensively. Landeskog is second 
on the Avalanche in playoff goals (eight) and tied for third in points (17) in 
14 games, while Stamkos leads the Lightning in goals (nine) and is third 
on the team in points (15). Both players have also been physically 
engaged and set the emotional tone for their teams. 

Stamkos praises resiliency, team effort of Lightning after another 
conference final win 
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Ondrej Palat vs. Artturi Lehkonen 

This is the battle of wingers who are generally underrated by the general 
public but not by those who know them well or skate alongside them. 
Palat is a pending unrestricted free agent who won’t be short on suitors 
and his well-established value is on the rise after coming up with game-
winning goals in Games 4 and 5 against the Rangers. 

Speaking of flying somewhat under the radar, Lehkonen provided the 
series clincher against the Oilers in overtime. One of several low-
maintenance acquisitions by Avalanche GM Joe Sakic prior to the NHL 
trade deadline, Lehkonen is someone Bednar can lean on, no matter 
what the situation is: protecting a lead, looking for the equalizer, killing 
penalties, or jumping onto the top power-play unit. 

Both players contribute to all facets of the game and they do it well. 

Mikko Rantanen vs. Nikita Kucherov 

The narrative going into the Stanley Cup Final is much different than it 
was for Rantanen going into the series with the Oilers. Although 
Rantanen had been producing offence through the first two rounds (11 
points in 10 games), he was limited to one empty-net goal, but he’s 
scored in four consecutive games (only one of them an empty-netter) and 
seems to have found the touch that allowed him to lead the Avalanche in 
goals (36) and points (92) during the regular season. 

Meanwhile, Kucherov has put his remarkable vision and passing ability to 
great use, setting up teammates in pivotal moments (16 helpers in total) 
while also delivering seven goals, demonstrating the skill set that allowed 
him to be a key play driver. 

Brayden Point vs. Nazem Kadri 

Two incredibly valuable players are dealing with significant injuries, but 
both could be involved in this series before it is complete. Point missed a 
10th consecutive game Saturday with a lower-body injury, though Cooper 
told reporters following Game 6 that the door remains open: “I don't know 
about the probability of Game 1, but it's extremely probable that he will 
play in the series.” 

Earlier this week, Kadri had surgery on his injured right thumb, and 
Bednar told reporters in Denver that he was already back in the gym and 
should be back on the ice during the coming days. 

Injury info is generally tough to come by, especially at this time of the 
year but both coaches would love to have these players at their disposal, 
even if they’re not 100 per cent. Point and Kadri are high-impact players 
when available and the series will be even better if both players are 
involved, provided their health allows for that to occur. 

This is one area where the Lightning appear to have a decided 
mismatch, at least on paper. Vasilevskiy had some uncharacteristic 
hiccups during the playoffs, but he’s been exceptional of late and 
resembling the goalie who has carried the mail and been almost 
unbeatable both after losses and in elimination games. Only Igor 
Shesterkin of the Rangers has saved more goals above expected 
(according to Money Puck) during the playoffs, and he’s got his save 
percentage up to .928 and his goals-against average down to 2.28. 

Kuemper hasn’t played since leaving Game 1 of the Western Conference 
Final during the second period with an undisclosed upper-body injury but 
he served as the backup in Game 4 and told reporters in Denver last 
week that he’s fully healthy and ready to go, though he declined to go 
into detail about the nature of the injury. Pavel Francouz has done a nice 
job in relief, but the Avalanche are going to need Kuemper to find his 
regular-season form (.921 save percentage, 2.58 GAA) in order to try 
and knock off the two-time defending champions. 
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USA TODAY / 20 players to watch as the Colorado Avalanche and 
Tampa Bay Lightning play for the Stanley Cup 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning's third consecutive trip to the Stanley Cup 
Final might be the most impressive because it was done after a salary 
cap-necessitated reshuffling.   

“This group is pretty amazing, pretty special,” captain Steven Stamkos 
said. “You know the talk all season, we lost some guys and guys just 
came in and played unbelievable. Made some moves at the deadline and 
those guys have been instrumental.” 

The Lightning lost the third line of Yanni Gourde, Barclay Goodrow and 
Blake Coleman, plus forward Tyler Johnson. They rebuilt their bottom six 
by adding Corey Perry and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare in the offseason, 
plus Brandon Hagel, Nick Paul and Riley Nash at the deadline.  

That group joined an impressive core that will seek to become the first 
team since the 1980s to win three consecutive Stanley Cups. The highly 
skilled Colorado Avalanche stand in the way, with the Final starting in 
Denver on Wednesday (8 p.m. ET, ABC). 

Ranking the top 20 players to watch in the Stanley Cup Final: 

1. Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, Lightning: The money goaltender gave 
up at least three goals in his first six playoff games. But outside Game 1 
of the Eastern Conference final, he has been dialed in since, including 
giving up three goals in a second-round sweep of the No. 1 overall 
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Florida Panthers. He'll be the toughest goaltender the Avalanche have 
faced. 

2. Defenseman Cale Makar, Avalanche: He's averaging 1.57 points a 
game, aided by five points in the Game 4 clincher against the Oilers. The 
Norris Trophy finalist leads Colorado in ice time, runs the power play and 
is dangerous on the offensive rush, but also is on the top penalty-killing 
unit. 

3. Stamkos, Lightning: He defines doing whatever it takes to win. He 
blocks shots, scores key goals and even got into a fight. Sitting in the 
penalty box when the Rangers tied Game 6, he scored the game-winner 
21 seconds later. 

4. Forward Nathan MacKinnon, Avalanche: His playoff hat trick was 
capped by a spectacular end-to-end rush. He also has solid possession 
numbers. 

5. Forward Nikita Kucherov, Lightning: He has led the playoffs in scoring 
the last two seasons. He has a shot to make it three in a row.  

6. Defenseman Victor Hedman, Lightning: He is a Norris Trophy finalist 
six years running and was playoff MVP in 2020.  

7. Forward Gabriel Landeskog, Avalanche: He provides leadership and 
physical play, plus is tied for third on the team in playoff points. That's 
why getting him locked in for eight years was the team's top priority last 
offseason. 

8. Forward Anthony Cirelli, Lightning: Cirelli, who finished fifth in Selke 
Trophy voting, has been matched up against the opponent's top centers. 
His line with Alex Killorn and Hagel will be tasked with trying to shut down 
the MacKinnon line.  

9. Forward Artturi Lehkonen, Avalanche: He was an under-the-radar 
trade deadline acquisition from the Montreal Canadiens. In addition to his 
penalty killing, he has been a clutch scorer with three game-winning 
goals, including the overtime goal that got the Avalanche into the Final.  

NHL FREE AGENCY:An early look at players who could test the market 

10. Forward Ondrej Palat, Lightning: He has scored two game-winning 
goals in the final two minutes of a game. The pending unrestricted free 
agent averages 0.67 points per game in the playoffs. 

11. Defenseman Ryan McDonagh, Lightning: Not flashy, just steady. He 
kills penalties and leads the team with 50 blocked shots. 

12. Forward Mikko Rantanen, Avalanche: After going the first seven 
games without a goal, he has five goals in his last seven. He moved to 
the No. 2 center role with Nazem Kadri out because of thumb surgery. 

13. Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev, Lightning: He plays more than 21 
minutes a game. He had a big Game 5 against the Rangers with a goal 
and assist.  

14. Defenseman Devon Toews, Avalanche: He makes it possible for 
defensive partner Makar to go, but he puts up solid offensive numbers, 
too. The Makar-Toews pairing is usually used against the opponent's top 
line. 

Phil Mickelson fails to answer 9/11 families when asked about Saudi 
money 

Why not these guys? Notre Dame, not No. 1 team, heads to College 
World Series 

15. Forward Valeri Nichushkin, Avalanche: He was bought out by the 
Dallas Stars in 2019 and has spent the last three seasons in Colorado. 
The pending free agent had a career-high 52 points in the regular season 
and is having a strong playoffs.  

16. Goaltender Darcy Kuemper, Avalanche: He has been injured twice 
during these playoffs and can't match Vasilevskiy (.897 save percentage 
vs. .928). But with the offense in front of Kuemper, the Avalanche don't 

need him to win games on his own. Just don't lose one because of a 
mistake. 

17. Defenseman Erik Johnson, Avalanche: Like McDonagh, he's steady, 
not flashy. The former No. 1 overall pick has been with the Avs since 
2010-11 and has never won a Cup. Will he be the second person to be 
handed the Cup if the Avalanche win? 

18. Perry, Lightning: He has reached the Final three years in a row with 
different teams. He won a Cup with the Anaheim Ducks in 2007. His 
pesky play is as important as his five playoff goals. 

19. Forward J.T. Compher, Avalanche: He's playing a bigger role with 
Kadri out. 

20. Forward Pat Maroon, Lightning: As Tampa Bay seeks a third 
consecutive title, he's going for four in a row, having won with St. Louis in 
2019. He doesn't get a lot of ice time, but he's noticeable during his 
shifts. 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Forward Brayden Point, Lightning: He'd be high on the list if healthy. He 
led the Lightning in goals during their two Cup runs but he hasn't played 
since being hurt in Game 7 of the first round. Coach Jon Cooper said of 
his status: "I don't know about the probability of Game 1, but it's 
extremely probable that he will play in the series." 

Kadri, Avalanche: Same thing. High up if healthy. Known for his 
feistiness and scoring touch, the pending free agent has avoided the 
suspensions that had plagued him in prior playoffs.   
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