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On to the Calder Cup Finals!

Kochetkov blanks Heat and Lodnia breaks scoreless tie 48 
minutes into Game 6 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 28 shots to earn 
his first shutout in North America and lead the Chicago 
Wolves to the Calder Cup Finals with a 3-0 victory over the 
Stockton Heat in Game 6 of the Western Conference Finals 
Tuesday night at Allstate Arena. 

Kochetkov and Stockton rookie Dustin Wolf matched save-
for-save for more than two periods until Wolves rookie 
forward Ivan Lodnia broke the scoreless tie 8:35 into the third 
period. Captain Andrew Poturalski added a breakaway goal 
and Josh Leivo notched an empty-netter in the final 80 
seconds to clinch matters. 

The Wolves earned their eighth league finals appearance in 
their 28-year history — and became the first team since the 
2010 Hershey Bears to reach back-to-back finals. 

“It’s incredible,” Poturalski said. “Every single guy has 
contributed. It’s just so much fun coming in every day. It 
doesn’t feel like a job. We all truly love each other in there. 
We’re excited to be in the spot we’re in, but we know the 
job’s not done.” 

By virtue of posting the AHL’s best record during the regular 
season, the Wolves own home-ice advantage for the Calder 
Cup Finals and will host either the Springfield Thunderbirds 
or the Laval Rocket in Game 1 at 3 p.m. Sunday at Allstate 
Arena. Springfield hosts Game 7 of the Eastern Conference 
Finals on Wednesday. 

In order for the Wolves to reach the Finals, they had to 
defeat the AHL team with the second-best regular-season 
record. Of the 383-plus minutes played in the six-game 
series, the Wolves and Heat were either tied or within one 
goal for 363 of those minutes. 

“They’re a really good hockey team,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “That’s the best team we’ve faced all 
year — not even close. They’re well-coached, they’ve got a 
great goaltender, they have great leaders. Honestly, very 
similar teams in the way we play, the experienced players 
and the young players. 

“If you’re a fan and you’re following this series, you’re 
probably sitting there saying, ‘I got my money’s worth.’ 
Because it could’ve gone either way in the first two games. It 
could’ve gone either way in (Games) 3, 4 and 5. And here 
we are.” 

The Wolves killed four Stockton power-play opportunities 
during the first period as the teams wound up tied after 20 
minutes for the sixth time in as many games. 

The Wolves earned two power plays at the start of the 
second period — including 36 seconds of 5-on-3 time — but 
could not convert either. Chicago went on to outshoot 
Stockton by a 15-5 margin, but Heat goaltender Dustin Wolf 
made multiple highlight-reel saves to keep the Wolves at 
bay. 

Lodnia finally snapped the scoreless tie 8:35 into the third as 
the Wolves’ third line came through. Lodnia started the play 
deep in the defensive zone as he fed the puck to Spencer 
Smallman, who sent it ahead to Jamieson Rees on the left 
wing as he crossed into the offensive zone. 

Rees wound up in the right corner and dished to Smallman 
below the right circle. Smallman spied Lodnia all alone in the 
left circle and dished a backhand to set up Lodnia’s one-
timer that eluded Wolf for the 1-0 lead. 

Poturalski delivered the insurance goal when he picked up a 
loose puck at center ice, raced down the slot and beat Wolf 
top-shelf with 1:20 to play. Leivo added his AHL-best 11th 
goal of the postseason with an empty-netter at 19:16. 

Wolf (8-5) stopped 35 of 37 shots for the Heat (8-5) while 
Kochetkov improved his record to 2-1. 

In addition to hosting Game 1 on Father’s Day at Allstate 
Arena, the Wolves will be the home team for Game 2 on 
Monday, June 20 and, if necessary, Game 6 on Tuesday, 
June 28, and Game 7 on Wednesday, June 29. To get the 
best ticket deals, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or 
contact a team representative 
at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/14/on-to-the-calder-cup-finals/ 
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Stanley Cup Final rooting guide for every other fan base 

 

Sean McIndoe 

11-14 minutes 14/06/2022 

 

The Stanley Cup Final is here, and on paper it’s the best matchup we’ve 
had in a while. Maybe Pittsburgh and San Jose in 2016? Tampa and 
Chicago in 2015? The Wings/Penguins back-to-backs? Something 
before that? I’m not really sure, which is to say that this matchup has the 
potential to be incredible. 

So good, in fact, that fans of all the other teams might be tempted to just 
sit back and enjoy it. No rooting interest, no bias, no emotional 
investment, just up to seven games of great hockey and a worthy 
champion to applaud at the end. 

It goes without saying that this would be unacceptable. 

We’re hockey fans. We don’t do happy and even-keeled. We need to be 
rooting for one team, and hate-watching the other. Mostly the latter, if 
we’re being honest, but the point is that you need to pick a side. 

Maybe you already have one. But if not, I’m here to help. Let’s go 
through all 30 loser teams and help their fans decide whether they should 
hop on the bandwagon for the Lightning or Avalanche. For what it’s 
worth, the Avs ranked way higher in our pre-playoffs bandwagon 
rankings so we’d expect them to lead the way here, but let’s see how it 
plays out. 

Anaheim Ducks 

I’ve spent the last few years telling Ducks fans to root for Corey Perry, 
and I should probably just play that card again now that he’s back in the 
Final with yet another team. But I feel like Josh Manson and Andrew 
Cogliano being on the Avalanche complicates this one, and maybe Perry 
is just destined to wander the league like Caine in “Kung Fu” until he 
realizes that Anaheim is the only place he can ever truly find joy. Also, it’s 
just super satisfying to root against Corey Perry, you guys should try it 
some time. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Corey Perry is the second player in NHL history to make three straight 
#StanleyCup finals with three different teams. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Last July’s trade that sent Darcy Kuemper to the Avs makes this an easy 
call. Not only was Kuemper a good soldier in Arizona, he brought back a 
first-round pick when he was dealt. Seeing him lift a Cup for Colorado 
would give Bill Armstrong some nice leverage when selling off other 
pieces to contenders. And as an added bonus, Arizona gets an additional 
third-round pick in the trade if Colorado wins the Cup. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Boston Bruins 

The Lightning are in your division and have knocked you out of the 
playoffs twice in the last four years. Also, you still have that “77” 
Avalanche tattoo from 2001. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Buffalo Sabres 

The Lightning have run their streak to 11 consecutive playoff series wins, 
which feels like it should be impossible in the cap era. Wouldn’t it be cool 
to find out that postseason streaks can end at 11? 

Pick: Avalanche 

Calgary Flames 

Colorado stomped the Oilers, and the Lightning stole a Stanley Cup that 
was rightfully yours in 2004. Look, I swear I didn’t mean for all of these 
picks to be Colorado, but this one’s easy. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Stolen teams from the 1980s Adams Division, unite! 

Pick: Avalanche 

Chicago Blackhawks 

As tempting as it would be to keep the bit going and just choose the 
Avalanche for every team, I feel like the streak can end here. The Hawks 
are stuck in Colorado’s division, and it would be nice to see that they’re 
not completely unbeatable. Besides, you guys beat the Lightning in 2015 
when their goalie got hurt in the Final, so you owe them a bit of karma. 
Yes, having a new team join the cap-era three-timers club would sting a 
bit, but the Penguins already cracked that seal. And besides, it will be 
nice to see Brent Seabrook win another Cup. 

Pick: Lightning 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets being the last team to ever beat the Lightning in the 
playoffs remains hilarious, and I hope it lasts forever. 

Pick: Lightning 

Dallas Stars 

You’re one of two teams that lost in the Stanley Cup Final to the 
Lightning during the COVID-19-shortened seasons, so you should 
probably root for them to finally win one that will actually count. 

Pick: Lightning 

Detroit Red Wings 

Look, I know that a lot of Detroit fans think they have a rivalry with the 
Lightning. It’s weird, and nobody outside of Detroit has any idea why it 
would be a thing, but a lot of you feel very strongly about it and are going 
to tell me that you don’t want to cheer for Tampa. Against anyone else, 
that’s fine. But this is Colorado, your opponents in the greatest rivalry in 
modern NHL history, and I will not hear of any Wings fans cheering on 
the Avs. No, Darren Helm doesn’t change that. This is about principles, 
dammit. 
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(Also, if you are too young to remember this rivalry, do not show up in the 
comments to tell us that, because you should not be allowed on the 
internet.) 

Pick: Lightning 

Edmonton Oilers 

Losing to the Avalanche in the conference finals still stings, and I could 
understand if Oiler fans just couldn’t root for them yet. But they should, 
so hear me out. One of the best narratives for this year’s Final is that it’s 
basically a modern reboot of the Oilers/Islanders Final series of 1983 and 
1984. It’s the young team with all the talent to win a Cup against the old 
dynasty that knows how to win and isn’t ready to give up their claim to 
the crown. In other words, the Avalanche are playing the Oilers role. 
Would Colorado fans have rooted for Edmonton back then? Given that 
they were between teams, no, they probably didn’t, but still. 

Also, you have to root for Dave Manson’s kid. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Florida Panthers 

Having you’re the local bully kick sand in your face once is bad. Having it 
happen again, after you’ve spent a year working out to get ready to take 
him, is far worse. But you know what’s worst of all? Cheering him on after 
he does it. Panthers fans should be spite-watching this series for all 
they’re worth. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Los Angeles Kings 

Trading Jack Johnson for Jeff Carter in 2012 was absolutely the right 
move and probably directly led to the Kings’ first championship, and now 
you can pay it back by rooting for Johnson to finally get his first Cup a full 
decade later. Plus Joe Sakic is a nice proof-of-concept for the idea that 
making a former star player your GM can actually work. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Minnesota Wild 

The Avalanche are in your division and are at least kind of a rival. 
Meanwhile, the Lightning have spent the last few years showing that 
being over the salary cap doesn’t necessarily have to be a problem. Let’s 
just say that information could come in handy for the Wild. 

Pick: Lightning 

Montreal Canadiens 

I have no idea whether Habs fans should still be bitter about the Patrick 
Roy trade. I guess they can still be in their feelings about last year’s 
Final. But the Lightning gave Martin St. Louis his chance to be a star in 
this league and now he’s going to save the Canadiens franchise, so it 
feels like that should count for something. 

Pick: Lightning 

Nashville Predators 

Generally speaking, it’s OK to hold a grudge when a team knocks you 
out of the playoffs. But when you get absolutely smoked in the first round 
by a powerhouse, you kind of want to see them go on to win the Cup. It’s 
like having a cool story about getting stuffed in a high school locker by 
Brock Lesnar. 

Pick: Avalanche 

New Jersey Devils 

The Avalanche beat you in the Stanley Cup Final in 2001, and you have 
to hear people say that Patrick Roy was better than Martin Brodeur. Also, 
your franchise lineage dates back to Colorado and it didn’t work out, so 
cheering for the Avalanche would be like cheering on your ex-wife’s 
better-looking boyfriend. 

It’s possible I may need work on my metaphors. 

Pick: Lightning 

New York Islanders 

Based on my “this is 1983/84 again” logic from the Oilers section, I 
should probably have the Islanders rooting for the Lightning. But those 
two conference finals losses are just too recent, and Colorado has Devon 
Toews. 

Pick: Avalanche 

New York Rangers 

You just lost to the Lightning, and it’s OK to hold a grudge. Plus the Avs 
GM once signed with you as a free agent and we all just agreed to never 
talk about it, so that’s cool. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Ottawa Senators 

I’m not completely sure when the statute of limitations runs out on being 
salty over the Avalanche talking you into Matt Duchene and destroying 
your entire franchise, but I’m pretty sure it’s “not yet.” 

Pick: Lightning 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Do Flyers fans have any lingering good feelings at all for Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare or Brian Elliott? Oh right, I forgot, Flyers fans don’t have any 
good feelings at all. Still … 

Pick: Lightning 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

I said that it was OK for the Hawks to welcome the Lightning into the cap 
era’s three-timers club, but they never won back-to-back. The Lightning 
and the Penguins are the only teams that have, and you can’t have 
Tampa one-upping you by pulling off the threepeat. 

Pick: Avalanche 

San Jose Sharks 

The Lightning made Joe Thornton sad, and you still owe the Avalanche 
some karmic payback for that cheap Game 7 offside review a few years 
ago. Also, the Sharks once scored an amazing overtime goal in a playoff 
game against Colorado. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Seattle Kraken 

The Lightning have become the gold standard for modern-era NHL 
expansion teams. Meanwhile, the Avalanche trace their roots back to the 
Nordiques, who joined the league from the WHA and therefore were kind 
of never an expansion team at all. What, they’re too good for that? Screw 
them. 

Pick: Lightning 

St. Louis Blues 

The Avalanche knocked you out of the playoffs and their owner stole 
your football team. The Lightning probably ended Joe Thornton’s career 
and have Pat Maroon. Sorry Erik Johnson, we don’t have to overthink 
some of these. 

Pick: Lightning 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs are a tough one. They came within a goal of beating the 
Lightning in the first round, meaning that if Tampa rolls over Colorado 
then Toronto fans can at least semi-plausibly claim that the Leafs might 
have been the second-best team in the postseason. Then again, the Avs 
have kind of been the Western Conference’s slightly better Maple Leafs 
for a few years now, and seeing them get over the hump and win it all 
would be encouraging. This one comes down to the Nazem Kadri factor, 
and recent reports that he could be back to play in the Final tip the scale. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Vancouver Canucks 
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These two teams just knocked out the Oilers and Rangers and that 
probably made Mark Messier sad, so there’s no wrong choice here. But 
Joe Sakic is a Burnaby boy. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Knights and Avs kind of have a rivalry, I guess. More importantly, 
members of the “Teams that are shunned by fan bases around the 
league for exploiting shady salary-cap loopholes” club have got to stick 
together. 

Pick: Lightning 

Washington Capitals 

There’s always been a weirdly open trade route between the Caps and 
the Avs, dating all the way back to the Nordiques (Dale Hunter and the 
Joe Sakic pick) through the post-move years (Chris Simon and Keith 
Jones) and continuing to modern times (Philipp Grubauer and Andre 
Burakovsky). That’s probably as good a reason as any. 

Pick: Avalanche 

Winnipeg Jets 

It would feel wrong for Winnipeg to cheer for a displaced Canadian team 
from the WHA days, right? Especially when that option is also the 
powerhouse team in your own division. Plus the Lightning just knocked 
out Winnipeg-deserter Jacob Trouba, and it would be nice to once again 
remember that drafting your starting goalie in 2012 is a foolproof recipe 
for success. 

Pick: Lightning 
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What scouts think about Shane Wright, Cutter Gauthier and more: NHL 
Draft confidential 

 

Corey Pronman 

25-31 minutes 14/06/2022 

 

Today we bring you our NHL Draft Confidential. This piece comprises 
conversations I’ve had with NHL personnel over the past weeks and 
months about the top names and the biggest questions in the 2022 NHL 
Draft. 

Draft coverage can sometimes get bogged down too much in personal 
opinions, what people like me think about certain players or what I think 
will happen. Ultimately, I have no sway in what will happen on draft day. 
So we turn to the decision makers — the people who will have a say in 
where the players go and who your favorite team could pick — to tell you 
what the league really thinks about this draft class. 

As a note, references to “Scout 1” or “Executive 1” across various 
questions do not mean those answers came from the same person. 
Meaning “Scout 1” may appear in different questions but may be 
answered by different people. 

FORWARDS 

We start at the top. The No. 1 overall pick is the first and arguably 
biggest debate in the 2022 NHL Draft. Nearly everyone in the NHL world 
has an opinion about it and this topic dominated a lot of my 
conversations with league personnel over the last few months. The 
debate has focused on Kingston center Shane Wright and TPS winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky in my conversations. There are outlier opinions 
advocating for USNTDP center Logan Cooley at No. 1, but in my 

conversations around the league it’s mostly become about Wright vs. 
Slafkovsky. 

So we start off with that looming question: Who would you take if you had 
the first overall pick in the 2022 draft? 

NHL Scout 1: “It’s probably still Wright, but you’re not walking up to the 
podium excited to call that name.” 

Scout 2: “I would take Wright. He didn’t have an amazing season, but it 
was still an excellent year. You combine that with the full body of work 
over his last few years and I think he’s the top guy.” 

Scout 3: “People are too harsh on Wright because he doesn’t have the 
flashy highlights. I think he’s a stud. He makes a ton of plays, he can 
really shoot it, he plays with pace, he’s a great two-way center.” 

Scout 4: “I would take Slafkovsky. He’s a difference maker, you saw it at 
the Hlinka, the Olympics, the Worlds. I’m not sure Wright is a difference 
maker type of player. There were a lot of games I wondered where the 
effort and drive to take over the game was from him.” 

NHL Executive 1: “Ten months ago it was Wright with a bullet. Now it’s 
still Wright but you’re not feeling confident about it. He didn’t play like a 
No. 1 this year, but there’s still a ton to like about the player: You love his 
body of work. You know you’re getting a well-rounded NHL center at the 
minimum who can score and there is some star upside at the top.” 

Scout 5: “I would take Slafkovsky. At first overall I want unique, scoring 
dominance and someone who steps up when it counts. He checks all 
those boxes for me. Look at his Olympics and World Championships and 
imagine trying to stop this guy game after game in an NHL playoff series. 
He’s well beyond a goal-scorer — the way he controls the puck and sees 
the game is special.” 

Executive 2: “It’s definitely Wright for me. You look at the body of work 
between him and the alternatives and it’s not even close. I don’t know 
where this debate came from all of a sudden.” 

Executive 3: “It would be Wright for me. He scored 39 goals as a U16. 
Nine goals and 14 points at the U18s as an underage. He’s a right-shot 
center with size, scoring touch and has a two-way game. Slafkovsky has 
closed the gap but I’m taking Wright and sleeping peacefully that night 
about it.” 

Scout 6: “I would take Slafkovsky. The trajectory there is the deciding 
factor for me. Slafkovsky keeps getting better and better the more I watch 
him as time has gone on. Wright seems to have stagnated from where he 
was as a 15-year-old. This may be what he is.” 

Scout 7: “It’s Slafkovsky for me and I don’t think it’s that close. Slafkovsky 
is a really unique prospect, he’s going to be a game breaker in the NHL.” 

Scout 8: “I’m guessing we would pick Wright, and you’re basically hoping 
this is the next Brandon Saad or Cam Fowler where it was an off draft 
year but he bounces back right after. You’re probably really scared 
hoping for that at No. 1 though.” 

Scout 9: “It would be Slafkovsky. You look at the upwards trajectory he’s 
on, you look at what wins in the playoffs and he’s got a lot of it. I think he 
has a lot more NHL attributes than Wright.” 

Executive 4: “I would pick Wright, but I’m somewhat glad we didn’t get 
the No. 1 pick because there would have been a war in our draft 
meetings between him and Slafkovsky.” 

The Winnipeg ICE were one of the most scouted teams in the world this 
season. On top of being a top CHL team, they had two forwards in Conor 
Geekie and Matthew Savoie that had been highly rated for years. At 
times they were the team’s top two line centers, but Savoie pushed to the 
wing more in the second half. 

So we asked: Who would you rather have, Matthew Savoie or Conor 
Geekie? 

Scout 1: “Geekie. He’s a true center, I’m not convinced Savoie is a center 
and it’s close enough that teams will take the center.” 

Executive 1: “Savoie. He has legit top six offense. He has NHL pace, 
skill, compete. Geekie is just big and has skill, but there’s no motor in his 
game.” 
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Executive 2: “Savoie is too power-play reliant. I don’t see him driving a 
line in the NHL. Geekie will at least be able to use his size to win battles 
and help you a bit at evens so I lean Geekie.” 

Scout 2: “I want to love the idea of Geekie but when I actually watch the 
ICE, Savoie just accomplishes more.” 

Executive 3: “I would take Savoie. He’s a really good player, he will be a 
top six guy in the NHL. Geekie has the better toolkit but I think he can be 
too indifferent some games.” 

Scout 3: “Geekie has a lot of upside, he’d have bigger point totals on a 
different team. I buy him as a top six NHL center so my preference would 
be him.” 

Scout 4: “When he’s on, it’s Geekie. He’s a big center who can be 
physically imposing on his opponents and has legit skill. He’s so in and 
out though, so my preference is Savoie, who I think is much more 
consistent.” 

After Slafkovsky goes, two of the best remaining wingers are both 
European goal-scorers who are right-shots with similar frames in Joakim 
Kemell from Finland and Jonathan Lekkerimaki from Sweden. Which do 
some teams prefer? 

Scout 1: “Kemell for sure. He has the skill and the shot, but he has an 
edge to his game. Lekkerimaki doesn’t get inside, can’t push a line by 
himself.” 

Exec 1: “Lekkerimaki would be my choice. Kemell is a good player, plays 
hard, but Lekke has a lot more skill and offensive upside.” 

Scout 2: “It would be Kemell. There’s more pro there, the compete is 
quite good, and you saw how well he did versus men this season when 
healthy. Lekkerimaki there’s a lot of talent but a lot of projecting still left to 
do.” 

Executive 2: “I would guess Kemell just based on what he did production-
wise in Liiga. I think both are a little overhyped. There was a time where 
you thought both could go top 10, but I think one if not both of them will 
slide out of that range. It’s hard to sell your GM on small wingers who 
aren’t special at the top of the draft.” 

Coming into the season, it was widely expected that Brad Lambert would 
go near the top of the draft. He’d been on the draft radar for years and 
has always looked like a dynamic forward. There were some warning 
signs that his stock might slip — such as his so-so U18 World 
Championship in 2021 and U20 summer showcase — but it wasn’t until 
his Liiga season started and he wasn’t scoring that the rumor mill starting 
buzzing about him falling. After he switched Liiga teams and still didn’t 
score, it begged the question: What do you do about Brad Lambert’s 
season? 

Executive 1: “If you’re thinking of stepping up in the top 10 or 12 and 
taking him thinking he’s so talented he’ll figure it out, you’re kidding 
yourself. In the back half of the first when the next best alternative has 
nowhere near the tools he has then it will start to make more sense.” 

Scout 1: “I would take him somewhere in the teens. He didn’t have a 
great season, but you have to remember all he’s done before, and how 
good the skating and skill package is.” 

Executive 2: “He’s not for me. I’ve seen little progress in his game year 
over year. The skating is awesome but there’s not much else there that 
interests me, lot of circling the perimeter, doesn’t make many plays. We’ll 
let someone else take him.” 

Executive 3: “People talk about how talented he is, but outside a couple 
World Junior games when I watched him this season he didn’t really 
accomplish anything. If I had a top 20 pick I would hope to get a better 
player.” 

Marco Kasper is a player whose stock kept going up as the season went 
along. He played very well in the SHL playoffs and held his own at the 
World Championships. He ended top 10 on my personal list, but not 
everyone agrees with that slotting. So I asked teams: Are you buying the 
Marco Kasper hype? 

Scout 1: “I’m in on him as a top 15 pick, maybe even top 10. His compete 
and character are excellent. The offense isn’t all-world, but he has good 
skills and plays a pro-style game.” 

Executive 1: “I think you’re for sure getting a player. He’s a third line 
center all day. Can he be a 2? I’m not sold there’s enough offense there.” 

Executive 2: “I’ve thought third line forward most of the season, but 
towards the end he started to persuade me there may be more offense to 
his game. I could buy a second line center but top 10 seems a little rich.” 

Scout 2: “I think he’s a stud. If we had a top five pick he would be in our 
conversation. I think he does a lot of things at a clear NHL level.” 

DEFENSEMEN 

While there may be some outlier opinions in the scouting world, almost 
every scout I talk to believes Czech defenseman David Jiricek and 
Slovak Simon Nemec are alone as the top tier of D-men. So it begs the 
question: In this draft class, who is the best defenseman? 

Executive 1: “I would take Nemec. His hockey sense is elite. Jiricek is 
great but I always just lean to the guy who thinks it better.” 

Scout 1: “It’s really close for me between Nemec and Jiricek. I lean 
Nemec, but it may come down to what traits you prioritize and what type 
of defenseman you need in your org.” 

Scout 2: “I would prefer Jiricek. It’s tight, but I think Jiricek has more pro 
upside, his size and physical play will translate better to the NHL.” 

Executive 2: “Jiricek is a guy who is easier to imagine having success in 
the NHL. He’s not as good, but you look at what Moritz Seider has been 
for Detroit, I think you are hoping this guy steps in and plays that kind of 
game.” 

And after those two are off the board, there is some debate in the 
scouting world about who the next best defenseman is. So we asked 
scouts: Who is the third best defenseman in the draft (presuming Jiricek 
and Nemec are top two in some order)? 

Scout 1: “Denton Mateychuk. Kevin Korchinski and Pavel Mintykuov 
have the flashy talent but they don’t play defense. Mateychuk can make 
plays and competes in his own end even though he lacks size at 5-foot-
11.” 

Scout 2: “I think Mintyukov would have the slight edge on talent, but due 
to his Russian passport I would take Korchinski.” 

Executive 1: “I say Korchinski but with the caveat that I think it’s a 
massive drop from 2 to 3 on the D list. I wouldn’t take any non-
Nemec/Jiricek defensemen in the top 15.” 

Scout 3: “It’s Lane Hutson for me. I get the size concerns but all he does 
is makes plays. He’s an elusive skater, and he has a high compete level. 
He was one of the best players in every game I saw him.” 

Scout 4: “It’s for sure Korchinski. He could be a top 10 pick. He’s a 
dynamic player, a guy you’re projecting as the next Shea Theodore.” 

Executive 2: “It’s Korchinski for me. Don’t over think this one. He’s 6-2, 
he’s a great skater, he makes a ton of plays. The upside is really high in 
his game.” 

Kevin Korchinski and Pavel Mintyukov are two of the top rated 
defensemen in the draft. They are both highly entertaining prospects to 
watch with size, skating and skill. The big debate with scouts all season 
is: Do Korchinski and Mintyukov defend well enough to be high picks? 

Executive 1: “I think both are overrated for that reason, I don’t think either 
think it well enough in their ends or care enough about defending. They 
get you excited with their rushes and o-zone play but they’ll frustrate the 
hell out of coaches.” 

Executive 2: “I’m not as worried about it with Korchinski. The ice tilts 
when he’s on the ice, he must be doing something right in his own end. 
Mintyukov I don’t think tries to play defense, but I think part of that is what 
the team told him to do.” 

Scout 1: “Mintyukov is a little wild with his pinches, but he plays hard and 
can be heavy on his checks. I think you can work with him. Korchinski 
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just never engages physically, I’m worried he’ll get pushed around in the 
NHL.” 

Scout 2: “Do I think they’re great defensively? No. But I’m not that 
concerned about it. They’ll generate so much offense and help you in 
transition that on balance you’ll be really happy to have them on your 
team.” 

One player who has risen up the boards is Swiss defenseman Lian 
Bichsel. Bichsel is a huge, physical defenseman with good feet for his 
frame. He doesn’t have much of a history of putting up points, so the 
question is: Does Bichsel have enough offense to be a top four 
defenseman? 

Executive 1: “Not for me. I like him but I don’t see enough there to do it in 
the first round. He’s just big and physical.” 

Executive 2: “I think so. People are sleeping on this guy, not dissimilar to 
how they slept on Moritz Seider in his draft year. I don’t think he’s as 
good as Seider, but there are rhymes in their games.” 

Executive 3: “If he’s top four, it’s a No. 4 probably due to the puck-moving 
game.” 

There aren’t many 5-foot-11 defensemen who can play top four minutes 
in the NHL. Is Denton Mateychuk the next one? 

Executive 1: “Where a lot of the public lists have him like top 15 is rich, I 
just don’t think that’s reality and where he fits in a draft. Once you get to 
20-25, that’s where it starts to make more sense, where the talent level 
will be so much higher than the alternatives you’re willing to take on the 
size risks.” 

Scout 1: “I like him. He steadily grew on me as the season went along. I 
think you can get higher upside defensemen in the front half of the first 
like Korchinski and Mintyukov, but in the back half he’s more in play for 
us.” 

Scout 2: “I don’t see it. I get the skating and the skill, but there aren’t 
many top four D who look like him.” 

Scout 3: “I’m a believer. He makes a ton of plays, his team always has 
the puck when he’s on the ice. His skating is excellent so I think it will 
work in the NHL.” 

Executive 2: “If he was 6-1 we would be talking about him in the top five 
of the draft.” 

U.S. National Team Development Program 

When the season started, Logan Cooley was considered the top 
USNTDP player by a clear margin for the 2022 draft. Then there was a 
group of several other players who could be second-best — such as 
forwards Isaac Howard, Jimmy Snuggerud, Frank Nazar, Cutter Gauthier 
and defenseman Ryan Chesley. Top 2023 prospect Charlie Stramel and 
center was injured for the first half of the season, and thus Gauthier, who 
normally lined up at wing, got extended time down the middle. He 
excelled when he did and it was when watching a 6-2/6-3 center who can 
skate, provide offense and play the middle that the NHL hype train really 
started to build. He played the middle at the All-American Prospects 
Game as well. 

By the end of the season, it’s become clear he’ll be the No. 2 USA 
player, but given how much of a riser he’s been, just how high can Cutter 
Gauthier go? 

Scout 1: “I think he could go top three, he has immense pro potential. I’m 
not sure Cooley is a better pro prospect.” 

Scout 2: “He could be a top five pick for sure, especially for a team that 
covets those big, fast, hard type of players. I wouldn’t rule out even top 3, 
although top 5 is more realistic.” 

Scout 3: “I would project him between 4-8. I would guess that’s where 
most of the league has him, with a third higher having him higher or lower 
than there.” 

Executive 1: “He will go top 10, but I would personally have reservations 
on him there. The tools are awesome, he’s big, fast, strong, can shoot it 
as well as anyone but his brain concerns me.” 

Talked to Cutter Gauthier at the combine today. He said most of the 
teams he's interviewed with see him as a center as a pro. He also said 
Boston College plans to use him at center next season. 

— Corey Pronman (@coreypronman) June 2, 2022 

Executive 2: “He’ll be a top 10 pick but his ceiling is 6. I think there’s a 
grouping at the top of 5 players: Wright, Cooley, Slafkovsky, Nemec and 
Jiricek who have distinguished themselves. 

Scout 4: “He’ll go somewhere between 4-7. I think he’s a guy teams will 
keep talking themselves into bumping up their list as draft day 
approaches due to how toolsy he is.” 

Given the aforementioned grouping of players, who is the third best 
player on the USNTDP (presuming Gauthier is second)? 

Executive 1: “It’s clearly Nazar for me. His skating is awesome, he plays 
on the inside, he has a lot of skill. I think the potential there is really 
enticing.” 

Scout 1: “I would take Snuggerud. He’s continued to get better and 
better, he’s so far ahead of where he was a year ago. He’s big, skilled, 
competes, and can score. I think he’s scratching the surface.” 

Scout 2: “I saw the remark from Nazar about your scouting report that he 
can be like Brayden Point. That’s high, but I don’t think he’s that far off. 
He’s a big time talent whose game will work as a pro.” 

Scout 3: “It’s Rutger McGroarty. His compete is elite, he has skill, he 
scores, he has good hockey sense. The feet are tough but you know he’s 
going to work at it to improve that area.” 

Lane Hutson has been a point of debate for a while in scouting circles. 
He’s clearly one of the best players in his age group. He is 5-foot-8 
though and not an elite skater, and there are so few defensemen in the 
NHL who look like that. So will Lane Hutson make it? 

Executive 1: “I love watching him play, he’s probably one the most 
entertaining players in the draft, but I can’t see us picking him, I just don’t 
see it working in the NHL.” 

Executive 2: “I’m a believer. Torey Krug, Jared Spurgeon, Matt Grzelcyk, 
this guy’s next. He’s a unique small defenseman.” 

RUSSIAN PLAYERS 

Following Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, the debate 
surrounding Russian players in the NHL Draft hasn’t stopped. It’s going 
to be a big topic in this draft and possible future drafts too. So what do 
teams think will happen with Russian players in the draft? What will they 
do? 

Scout 1: “Those are calls that are going to be at the GM level, ownership 
level. For the scouts, they’re talent evaluators. Our job is to tell our 
superiors where the players fit on talent. I will deliver my list to my 
superiors, not taking into account anyone’s passport, and if they want to 
skip Russian players due to various considerations that’s their decision to 
make.” 

Scout 2: “I think you’ll still see three Russians in the first: Mintyukov, 
Danila Yurov and Ivan Miroshnichenko, but in general I think the top guys 
will slide a little and the B/C rated guys will fall a lot.” 

Scout 3: “We’re not picking any Russians, I can tell you that. Those 
orders came from way over my head.” 

Executive 1: “I don’t remember the NHL sending out any memos that we 
needed to waive all Russian players, so I’m confused why we should 
approach the 18-year-olds any differently.” 

Scout 4: “One third of the league likely sees an opportunity to get some 
good players at value, another third will take them but only when they’re 
clearly the best player available, and another third will say ‘no thank 
you.’” 

Most scouts consider Danila Yurov a top 10 player in this draft on talent. 
However, he’s still in Russia, with another year on his KHL contract 
remaining. With the concerns on his passport, and the concern about the 
league he plays in at its highest levels in over 10 years, where does 
Yurov go in the draft? 
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Executive 1: “I can’t see a team considering him in the top half of the 
draft. He’s top 10 on talent, but if he’s close to the next best player the 
GMs are going to pick the next best player. I don’t think serious 
conversations start with him until about 20.” 

Executive 2: “He won’t go close to where he belongs on talent, but after 
15 I think it’s going to be too tantalizing for a team. He’s a big-time 
player.” 

Executive 3: “Everyone’s going to have a top tier of guys. For some it’s 8, 
10, 12 players deep. It will depend. After those guys are all gone, you 
have to start talking about Yurov because the next best guy on your list 
won’t be close to the player he is.” 

Executive 4: “I think he could get out of the first round or go very late in 
the first. We love the player, but I think there’s going to be a lot of 
pressure on managers to not go that route.” 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

A lot of the team sources I talk to pay attention to what people are saying 
in media circles, looking at public discourse and rankings. So I was 
curious where they thought people like me were way off. I first asked who 
has the best chance to crack the top 10 outside the usual consensus 
names? Are there any potential surprises out there? 

Scout 1: “Kevin Korchinski. He kept getting better as the season went 
along. He’s got a lot of pro upside.” 

Executive 1: “Jiri Kulich. He looked the part in front of a ton of general 
managers and scouting directors in Germany at the U18s. I think that will 
be influential.” 

Scout 2: “Noah Ostlund. He was the best player at the U18s even if he 
wasn’t named MVP.” 

Scout 3: “It’s Korchinski. He’s a lot closer to Jiricek/Nemec than most 
people are giving him credit for.” 

Scout 4: “Nathan Gaucher. He’s a big right-shot center, he plays hard, I 
think there’s some offense there. He played well in front of a lot of GMs 
at the CHL showcase game too.” 

Scout 5: “It’s not the question you asked, but I think people are sleeping 
on Lekkerimaki in the top five. When you talk pure skill and offensive 
upside there aren’t many better in this class.” 

Scout 6: “Marco Kasper is my vote. He finished very well between the 
SHL playoffs and the Worlds. There’s a lot there to like from an NHL 
standpoint, he’s shown he can do it versus men, and he’s highly 
competitive.” 

And on the flip side, I then asked who is the most overrated prospect 
among the consensus top 10 or so names? Who has the biggest chance 
to slide? 

Scout 1: “Joakim Kemell. I like the shot and skill, but I don’t see him as a 
driver in the NHL. I think he’s close to a finished product physically too.” 

Executive 1: “I think it’s Lekkerimaki. He’s got great skill and an elite shot, 
but I think he can be a bit of a passenger at even-strength. He drifts to 
the perimeter, can’t be the engine on a line. On the power play you love 
him, but I want more at the top of the draft.” 

Executive 2: “Probably Yurov and it has nothing to do with the player — 
just due to his passport. He may not go top 20.” 

Executive 3: “I don’t get the Conor Geekie hype. I get the big center 
thing. We all want big centers. He has skill but it’s not elite skill, he 
doesn’t skate that well and his compete is average at best.” 

Scout 2: “I think it’s Shane Wright. For a guy who is a presumptive No. 1, 
when I watch him it doesn’t jump out to me. I have to put the pieces 
together and overthink on why he’s No. 1. It doesn’t mean he’s not great 
but at the top spot I want it to be obvious.” 

Scout 3: “I would struggle taking either of Savoie or Lekkerimaki where 
they’re projected right now. They are great players, they will score in the 
NHL, but I’m not convinced you win with players like that.” 

Executive 4: “I’m guessing it’s Kemell. He kinda came back to earth in 
the second half of the season after that run he went on. That 5-foot-9 ½ 
measurement at the combine didn’t help his cause either.” 

It’s a near universal opinion that the 2022 draft class is a weak one for 
goaltenders. However, we still expect plenty of goalies to be picked and 
there are two consensus goalie prospects that teams have keyed in on: 
Tyler Brennan from Prince George and Topias Leinonen from JYP. So 
who is the best goalie and where would teams target them? 

Scout 1: “I think it’s Topias Leionen. He’s 6-4 and athletic. He’s got a lot 
of warts outside that but that’s the guy teams will want to work with and 
see if they can mold him.” 

Goalie scout 1: “I would take Tyler Brennan. He’s a boring top goalie but I 
think he plays and could back up for you. Leinonen is more talented but 
he drives me crazy watching him.” 

Executive 1: “It would be Brennan for me but I wouldn’t start to think 
about a goalie until the late second/early third round.” 

Executive 2: “I guess it’s Brennan but you’re not excited to call that 
name.” 

Scout 2: “Do I have to pick one or can I just say pass this year.” 

Scout 3: “I think it’s clearly Leinonen. He’s a first round talent even if he 
didn’t have that type of year. You work with him, be patient and you could 
get a real player.” 

Scout 4: “I’ll go off the consensus and pick Hugo Havelid. You look at 
what Dustin Wolf did in the AHL this season, I think this guy is just as 
good as Wolf.” 

To end this piece, I did an informal poll of scouts, asking them various 
questions about the top prospects in this year’s draft. What follows is a 
list of questions focused mostly on who has the best tools. Players are 
listed in alphabetical order, and only shown here if they got one or more 
vote from a scout to the proposed question. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup Final megapreview - X factors, key stats, 
goalie confidence ratings, predictions 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

Tampa Bay can become the first three-peat Cup champion since the 
New York Islanders won their third of four straight in 1982. Colorado is 
hoping to earn its third Cup in franchise history, and its first since 2001. 

Whether you've been following these teams your whole life or are just 
tuning in for the Final, we've got you covered with key players, goalie 
confidence ratings, X factors and more for both the Avs and the Lightning 
-- plus our picks on who will win hockey's ultimate prize. 

Note: Kristen Shilton previewed the Avalanche, while Greg Wyshynski 
provided insights on the Lightning. 

Colorado Avalanche 

How they got here: Defeated Nashville Predators 4-0, defeated St. Louis 
Blues 4-2, defeated Edmonton Oilers 4-0. 

Goalie confidence rating: 8 

Colorado either has the best -- or worst -- goalie conundrum for this time 
of year. Instead of just one capable starter, the Avalanche have two: 
Darcy Kuemper and Pavel Francouz. There's an argument to be made 
for each of them starting in Game 1 of the Cup finals. The question is, 
whom will coach Jared Bednar select? 
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Francouz has had the hot hand of late, and probably the inside track on 
that all-important, confidence-boosting, you're-the-guy vote from Bednar. 
Kuemper suffered an upper-body injury in Game 1 of the Western 
Conference finals against Edmonton, and Francouz took over to 
backstop Colorado in its sweep. Kuemper returned to back up in Game 4 
of that series and confirmed last week he is "100 percent healthy." Earlier 
this postseason, Kuemper left the series against Nashville because of an 
accidental stick to his eye from Matt Duchene, and Francouz 
subsequently closed out the Preds. Bednar, of course, isn't tipping his 
hand on whether Francouz will retain the starter's crease. 

There isn't much separating Kuemper and Francouz in the playoffs. 
Kuemper has a 6-2-0 record with an .897 save percentage and a 2.65 
goals-against average. Francouz is 6-0-0 with a .906 SV% and 2.86 
GAA. 

The bottom line is that Francouz hasn't recorded a postseason loss, and 
he has more recent playing experience given Kuemper's injury. Colorado 
may not have played a game since June 6, but Kuemper hasn't appeared 
in one since May 31. That's a long stretch of downtime for any goalie. 

How much is Kuemper owed for a great regular season? It can't be more 
than what Francouz is due for a strong playoffs. And that's why Colorado 
is in good shape here. There's no wrong decision to make; its 
goaltending should be an asset no matter what. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

We knew Colorado was good. What we've learned is just how good. 

The Avalanche aren't just a fast, talented, deep team. They're 
opportunistic, critically resilient and seemingly unaware of any limitations 
on their ability. Even on nights when the ending seems written -- like 
when they were down two goals in the third period vs. Edmonton in 
Game 4 -- they just continue to execute. There is no quit -- to borrow the 
Rangers' playoff slogan -- in the Avalanche. Until the final buzzer sounds, 
they'll give it all they've got. 

We've also seen how Colorado is more than the sum of its stars. Of 
course Cale Makar (22 points in 14 games), Nathan MacKinnon (18 
points) and Gabriel Landeskog (17 points) have been key factors in the 
Avalanche's success. But it's Artturi Lehkonen who leads the team in 
game-winning goals. It's J.T. Compher scoring when Colorado needs a 
boost. The veteran Erik Johnson is shepherding young Bowen Byram 
through what has developed into an excellent postseason for both. 
Colorado has also lost an important player in Nazem Kadri and failed to 
miss a beat (at least so far). The next-man-up mentality is baked into the 
Avs' philosophy. 

And calling Colorado "deep" almost doesn't do the team justice. 
Throughout the playoffs, the Avalanche have appeared to become 
stronger, to trust themselves more and to embrace whatever comes their 
way. Colorado has performed as seamlessly in one-goal outings as it has 
in 8-6 barn burners. That's a testament to Bednar's coaching, and the 
Avalanche's leadership group. 

Seeing all those elements on display in the playoffs is what has defined a 
great run so far for Colorado. 

Player that will be key to the series 

All eyes will be on Makar. After all, the defenseman can hardly be 
ignored. 

He is Colorado's most effective all-around player. He plays over 27 
minutes per game, from 5-on-5 to the power play to the penalty kill. 
Keeping him on the ice as much as possible is how Colorado will best 
keep the puck away from Tampa Bay. 

It's not just about the offensive players Tampa Bay wields. It's also that 
the Lightning boast one of the NHL's best -- and craftiest -- veteran 
defensemen in Victor Hedman. Not since Ray Bourque and Scott 
Stevens went head-to-head in the 2001 Cup finals have two Norris 
Trophy finalists faced each other at this pinnacle. So for all the previous 
talk in Colorado's last series about a MacKinnon-Connor McDavid 
matchup, the key to this Final could be how Makar keeps pace with what 
Hedman is bringing the other way. 

Player who needs to step up 

Let's talk about Valeri Nichushkin. 

He has been a solid defensive forward for Colorado in the postseason, 
also tallying five goals and nine points in 14 games. And that's after he 
scored 52 points in 62 regular-season games. Those numbers didn't 
garner much acclaim for Nichushkin then. What's coming up next could. 

Once Kadri broke his thumb and was unavailable for Game 4 against 
Edmonton, Bednar juggled his top six forwards and slotted Nichushkin 
next to MacKinnon and Landeskog on the Avalanche's top line. That's a 
major assignment for any player, but the combination worked well. What 
it says about Nichushkin reflects on everything he has brought to the 
table -- and how much more he could offer. 

We've gone over how impressive Colorado's depth is. It's time for 
Nichushkin to start making more noise within it. That's not to say he 
should get away from the defensive habits that make him so successful, 
but in this series, where goals could be at more of a premium, Nichushkin 
should lean into his offensive skill set too. Riding shotgun with talents like 
MacKinnon and Landeskog should help. Whether he attempts to 
contribute as a playmaker or by lighting the lamp himself, this is a 
moment for Nichushkin (who also happens to be a pending free agent) to 
embrace. 

How do they solve Andrei Vasilevskiy? 

This is the series-defining question. How do you beat the best goalie in 
the world? And do it four times? 

It starts with making Vasilevskiy uncomfortable. He's going to stop any 
pucks he can see; Colorado needs to make sure he doesn't see all of 
them. That requires creating traffic in front of the net, cycling the puck 
and wearing down Tampa Bay's defense, carving out some shooting 
lanes in dangerous areas and firing early and often to set a tone for the 
attack. 

Easy, right? Well, no. 

The Lightning are a great defensive team, too. They do a good job 
boxing out in front of Vasilevskiy and preventing those high-danger 
chances Colorado has so often generated against other teams. To 
combat that, Colorado has to capitalize on what openings it does find. 

The Avalanche are guilty at times of too many touches, too much waiting 
around for the perfect shot. That won't fly against Vasilevskiy (or Tampa 
Bay's back end). Colorado has to make fast decisions, enter the zone 
with speed and not allow Vasilevskiy time to get settled. 

Colorado has enough tools to disrupt even the most elite goaltender's 
flow. All it has to do now is prove it -- over and over again. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

How they got here: Defeated Toronto Maple Leafs 4-3, defeated Florida 
Panthers 4-0, defeated New York Rangers 4-2. 

Goalie confidence rating: 10 

No matter what happens in the Stanley Cup Final, Andrei Vasilevskiy has 
cemented his status as one of the greatest postseason goalies in NHL 
history. 

After an uncharacteristically rough first round against the Maple Leafs, 
Vasilevskiy has a .939 save percentage and a 1.81 goals-against 
average at 5-on-5 in the 10 games since. He had a .955 save percentage 
over the last four games of his series against the Rangers. 

His clutch play is now legendary. Vasilevskiy has 13 career series-
clinching wins and has stopped 219 of 221 shots in his past eight series-
clinching wins. He's the reason the Lightning have a chance at a Stanley 
Cup three-peat against the best offensive team in the playoffs. 

What we've learned about this team so far in the postseason 

The Lightning are still the Lightning: 

    They are still the team with stars like Steven Stamkos (15 points), 
Nikita Kucherov (23 points) and Victor Hedman (14 points), who have 
made their mark on this playoff run. 
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    They still have heroic role players like Ondrej Palat, whose two 
winning goals against the Rangers tipped the series. 

    They still have Vasilevskiy. 

    They are still the team that can beat you 5-4 or 1-0, and look just as 
comfortable doing either under the guidance of coach Jon Cooper. 

But what we also learned about the Lightning is that they know how to 
find reinforcements. Tampa Bay lost its entire checking line after last 
season. It created a new one with holdovers Anthony Cirelli and Alex 
Killorn and trade deadline pickup Brandon Hagel. 

Forward Nick Paul, another deadline pickup, has been a solid scorer and 
dynamic penalty killer. Veterans Corey Perry and Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, who signed contracts last summer, create some chaos too. 

Since 1983, no team that won back-to-back Stanley Cups advanced past 
the second round in its three-peat attempt. There's a reason this one has. 

Players who will be key to the series 

How the Lightning handle Nathan MacKinnon's line will be a key to the 
series. The key to that could be that checking line with Hagel, Cirelli and 
Killorn. 

When those three were deployed against the Rangers' top line centered 
by Mika Zibanejad, New York's even-strength goals dried up. They've 
seen Auston Matthews, and they've seen Aleksander Barkov. No doubt 
they'll see MacKinnon's group. 

"With the coach having a lot of confidence in us in putting us against 
these lines, it's been great. We know we have a huge job next, probably 
the biggest job we've had in the playoffs," Killorn said. 

Player who needs to step up 

Brayden Point had four points in seven games before suffering a lower-
body injury in Game 7 against the Maple Leafs. He has been slowly 
working his way back from that injury and is "extremely probable" to play 
in the Stanley Cup Final, according to Cooper. 

He's one of the best two-way centers in the NHL, having scored more 
goals (30) in the postseason over the past three years than any other 
player. He's the X factor of X factors in this series. 

How will they go about slowing down Cale Makar? 

First off, let's all agree that it's about "slowing down" and not "stopping" 
Makar, because with 22 points in 14 games this postseason, the most 
brilliant offensive defenseman of our time will not be entirely shut down. 

However, the Lightning faced a pretty great one in the past round in 
Rangers star Adam Fox. Their best defense was a good offense: Getting 
pucks behind the New York defenders and forcing Fox to defend rather 
than lead the offensive attack. That's one way to try to slow Makar, but 
again, there's no stopping him. 

Cup champion predictions 

Kristen Shilton: Avalanche in seven. This is by far the toughest series to 
predict to date, for the record. It's hard to bet against the champs. But 
somehow, it also feels like this is Colorado's year. 

Greg Wyshynski: Avalanche in six. As much as I want to see a three-
peat, I'll take the Avs' depth, speed and rest against the Lightning. But it's 
going to be one of the most competitive Stanley Cup Finals in recent 
memory. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Imminent return of Lightning's Point a huge X-factor in 
Stanley Cup Final 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 14, 2022, 7:22 PM 

 

DENVER -- On Stanley Cup Eve, the Tampa Bay Lightning received a 
gift. 

Brayden Point was buzzing in the club’s final practice before the puck 
drops on its bid for a threepeat Wednesday at Ball Arena. 

Between wingers Nick Paul and Ross Colton and returning to his usual 
bumper position on Tampa’s frightening top power-play unit, Point looked 
every bit like a man ready to return to action. 

Just in time. 

Out of action for a full month while rehabbing an undisclosed lower-body 
injury suffered in Game 7 of the first-round series against Toronto, Point 
is now leaning toward suiting up for Game 1 of the Final versus the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

The Lightning will see how the stud centreman responds to Tuesday’s 
work, but if he doesn’t give the thumbs-up for Wednesday, Game 2 on 
Saturday is a safe bet — and an incredible boost. 

“It's all about how he feels. He felt pretty good today," coach Jon Cooper 
says. "If he's healthy, he'll be out there.” 

“Playoffs is the reason we play hockey — to have a chance to win the 
Stanley Cup. So, it was tough. But just seeing how they're playing made 
sitting out a lot easier,” Point says. “You can’t replicate playoff hockey in 
a practice. That just doesn't happen. So, it'll be an adjustment for sure. 

“You got to make sure that when you come back, you’re going to help the 
team. The boys were playing well.” 

Point’s imminent return should give the visitors a significant leg up in the 
series’ X-factor battle, as the Avalanche are also hopeful their second-
line pivot, Nazem Kadri (thumb), can recover fast enough to make a 
difference. 

Point — five feet, 10 inches of try-hard — is a difference-maker of the 
highest calibre, one who elevates his performance on the grandest stage. 

He has racked up 77 points in 74 career playoff games. He produced 
more points (56) during the Lightning’s back-to-back championship runs 
than any of his teammates and has scored more playoff goals (30) in the 
past three postseasons than anybody. 

During the Eastern Conference Final, New York Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant acknowledged that Tampa was managing to trudge on despite 
being down “arguably their best player.” 

Gallant won’t get any argument from Nikita Kucherov. 

“He’s been the best player on our team for multiple years. He proved [to] 
everybody he can play. He’s not a big-sized guy, but he's such a 
competitor and such a fun player to watch and learn from,” the 5-foot-11 
Kucherov says. 

“If you watch him play, you can take his vision, his skating ability, the way 
he pushes hard to win the puck battles. He’s so angry when he plays. For 
a small guy like he is, he plays big. 

“That’s something that drives me, too. I see him doing that, and then I will 
do the same. I want to compete with him even though we’re on the same 
team. I want to do better than him.” 

Point suffered his injury falling awkwardly into the boards in the first 
period of Game 7 in Toronto on May 14, twisting his right leg while 
outracing Mark Giordano to a puck. Screaming in terrible pain, he limped 
off the ice, only to bravely attempt one shift in Period 2. 

Hobbling around the ice like a wounded deer, the guy could barely skate. 
It was ugly to watch. 

Point says he was so caught up in the moment — a do-or-die elimination 
game — that he wanted desperately to push through the pain. His body 
simply would not cooperate. So, he glided to the bench and cheered the 
boys on. 
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“You don't want to feel like you're leaving the fight," Point explains. "I just 
knew that I wasn't gonna be able to help the team anymore. So, you 
know, that's when you sit down.” 

In Point’s absence, role players such as Brandon Hagel, Paul and Corey 
Perry have responded well to increased responsibility, and coach Jon 
Cooper has, at times, simply rolled with seven defencemen. 

What the Lightning lacked in goal-scoring, they made up for in goal-
preventing. 

The “Tampa Bay Find-A-Ways” — as a smiling captain Steven Stamkos 
dubs them — survived that Game 7 in Toronto plus two more rounds, 
buying the roster enough time for Point to get healthy. 

“Definitely that was something in everybody's head. Just we didn't know 
how long he's injured. Everybody had to step up and play the right way 
and play for each other,” Kucherov says, “so he can have a chance [to] 
be playing the finals if we make it. 

“We’re all excited to see him back.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Through highs and lows, Gabe Landeskog has been the 
Avalanche's undisputed leader 

 

Staff Report 

June 14, 2022, 9:03 PM 

 

DENVER — Both sides knew exactly what they were trying to achieve, 
but that didn’t mean the staring contest at the negotiating table didn’t 
reach the uncomfortable stage. 

Rewind to July, when the Colorado Avalanche and longtime captain 
Gabe Landeskog were embroiled in contact talks, trying to find common 
ground on a new deal. 

Landeskog had just completed his 10th season with the Avalanche — 
and his ninth as captain — and was looking for a raise. 

Of course, his ultimate goal was to remain with the only franchise he’d 
known, the same one that selected him with the second overall pick in 
the 2011 NHL Draft in St. Paul, Minnesota, one spot behind Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins of the Edmonton Oilers. 

Landeskog had been through some challenging times with the 
Avalanche, but was also a pivotal part of the culture building, the 
undisputed leader and a valuable contributor on one of the most effective 
— and productive — lines in hockey. 

At the age of 28 and an unrestricted free agent for the first time, 
Landeskog wasn’t necessarily looking for greener pastures but he knew 
his value and expected to be compensated accordingly. 

Power forwards like Landeskog don’t become available often, so it was 
no surprise when the St. Louis Blues made an offer that was worthy of 
consideration. 

Another Central Division foe, the Nashville Predators, were also believed 
to be in the running if Landeskog couldn’t get a deal done with the 
Avalanche. 

But those tense times eventually gave way and the Avalanche secured 
the services of Landeskog for eight more seasons at an average annual 
value of $7 million (and $56 million total), a steady bump from the $5.6 
million per season he earned on his previous seven-year deal. 

“It did go down to the wire, that’s for sure,” Avalanche general manager 
Joe Sakic said on Tuesday morning. “That was part of the negotiations. 
He went out there and saw what he could get, but at the end of the day, 

he wanted to be here. We knew he wanted to be here and he knew that 
we wanted him here. Sometimes it takes a while. Maybe near the end, I 
was a little worried, but I was hopeful we’d get it done and both sides 
were really happy with the deal and he can finish his career with the 
Avalanche, which is how it should be.” 

There’s no doubt that factored into Landeskog’s decision-making 
process. 

Having invested a great deal of sweat equity through his first 10 seasons, 
he wanted to see this through. 

“It was a different time, something I hadn’t been a part of before, 
something I hadn’t been through,” said Landeskog. “It was clear from the 
get-go that this is where I wanted to be. This is my home and I wanted to 
commit to this team, this city and this organization long term and that’s 
what we were able to get done.” 

With the Stanley Cup Final between the Avalanche and Tampa Bay 
Lightning set to open on Wednesday at Ball Arena (8 p.m. ET, 
Sportsnet), Landeskog is just four wins away from reaching the ultimate 
goal and having his name engraved on Lord Stanley’s mug. 

The fabled trophy was on location for media day on Tuesday and 
Landeksog couldn’t help but look over at it, especially when he was 
asked a specific question about it. 

“I saw it over there. I tried to focus on something that somebody else was 
asking,” said Landeskog. “I don’t want to stare at it too much. You are 
close, it’s so much more realistic now, but at the same time, we’re only 
three-quarters of the way there. This is still another big step and it’s still 
going to be a grind and it’s still going to be a long series and a 
challenging one.” 

While you can’t help but wonder what it might be like to lift that Cup over 
your head for the first time, Landeskog was quick to get back on task, 
patiently answering questions in both English and Swedish from 
members of the assembled media. 

But what is it that makes Landeskog such a good leader? 

“It’s just the way he handles himself,” said Sakic, who knows a thing or 
two about being a good captain, having led the Avalanche to two Stanley 
Cups. “You see what he does on the ice, he’s a competitor and he’ll do 
anything for his teammates. He’s a great hockey player and in the 
dressing room, he’s not the biggest rah-rah type of guy, but he’s got the 
pulse of the team and he takes care of that room and he’s got a good 
way of bringing everybody along with him. He’s a really good role model.” 

“For us he's able to speak in those right moments when we need his 
voice,” added Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar. “But at the same time 
he's consistent for us every night playing that same physical force but 
he's also so good on the offensive and defensive end. Just such a well-
rounded captain.” 

“You have to do the right things first, before you can really talk about it,” 
said Avalanche forward J.T. Compher. “He does that every single day. 
He protects his teammates and does all of the little things, whether it’s 
blocking shots, fights, scoring big goals, he just does it all. He says the 
right things as well — and he means it. It’s not like he’s just saying 
cliches, his whole heart is behind getting this team to win and you want to 
follow him.” 

During the Western Conference Final, Landeskog was asked by your 
humble agent what defines a good leader and he conceded that talking 
about himself was one of the few things that makes him uncomfortable. 

Then Landeskog laid out an answer that embodies all of those leadership 
qualities. 

“To me, it’s always just who you are and just be yourself,” said 
Landeskog. “You still have to try to evolve as a person and try to learn 
things from other people and try to educate yourself on certain things. At 
the end of the day, it’s a group effort. I think we’ve got tons of leaders in 
that locker room, letters, no letters. It comes with experience as well and 
you just get more comfortable in that role. 

“But to answer your question, I think being able to relate to different 
people in that locker room, there are 24 different personalities and trying 
to relate to people in different topics and things like that, being a good 
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teammate, leading by example. I mean, go down the list of all the things 
you’ve heard in the past, but be yourself. If you’re going to start faking 
things and trying to pretend to be something you’re not, people will see 
right through that.” 

Lightning centre Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, who spent the previous two 
seasons with the Avalanche, admits he wasn’t a big fan of Landeskog 
before his arrival but that changed quickly. 

“It’s funny because before I got to play here, I hated him and he told me 
that he hated me too. So that was reciprocated,” said Bellemare, who 
signed a two-year deal with the Lightning in July. “We’re hockey players, 
it gets heated at times. I had been playing for so long in Sweden and I 
speak Swedish, so there were a lot of chirps going on — and I respect 
that too. 

“On the other side of the world, when you look at them giving a captaincy 
to a young kid (at 19), you’re kind of thinking ‘why is he getting the 
captaincy?’ But when I got to the team, I got my answer. He’s so mature. 
He understands what has to be said in the locker room and he always 
says the right thing. He’s ready to stand up for whatever a teammate has 
done. He stands up for his teammate first and then asks for answers. I 
have tremendous respect for the way he conducts himself on and off the 
ice.” 

Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman considers Landeskog to be one of 
his close friends and has a great admiration for him from their time 
together playing on the Swedish national team. 

Hedman joked that he would be losing Landeskog’s number for the next 
couple of weeks, though he did show his appreciation for a guy he will be 
going head-to-head against in this series. 

“A guy I’ve known for a very long time,” said Hedman. “He’s leading his 
team on a nightly basis. He sounds more American than Swedish, he 
doesn’t even have an accent. When you listen to him talk, he’s very calm 
but he plays his heart out every night. He’s tough to play against.” 

Landeskog is playing excellent hockey for the Avalanche — chipping in 
eight goals and 17 points in 14 games through three rounds while playing 
a solid two-way game — and they’ll need him to continue leading the way 
to dethrone the two-time defending champions. 

“We wouldn’t be here (in the Stanley Cup Final) if he left, that’s for sure,” 
said Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon. “It would have been a big 
hole in our organization, in that locker room and on the ice. Everything. 
He’s a special person and an amazing player, he could have had 50 
goals this year if he didn’t get hurt. 

“He’s a selfless guy. He’s always thinking about others and serving 
others. He’s a warrior. He fights, blocks shots and he’s great to 
everybody. He’s a great human. He was the captain at 19 for a reason. 
His leadership qualities are obvious and we’re super lucky to have him 
on our team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Conn Smythe Power Rankings: Makar, Vasilevskiy 
chasing history 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

June 14, 2022, 1:02 PM 

 

It's not impossible that the top two scorers of the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs won't even be in the running for the post-season MVP award. 

Had the Edmonton Oilers reached the final, you could easily see a path 
where either Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl could win the award even 
if they didn't wind up as champions. But if you only make it to Round 3 -- 
and then get swept there -- it'll be hard to build a case. 

Sure, both of them finished with points per game averages of two or 
above, the first time anyone had done that beyond Round 1 in the salary 
cap era and, sure, they still have an eight and nine-point lead in the post-
season scoring race. 

But there are a few good candidates in Colorado and Tampa Bay that will 
keep building their cases over the next two weeks, with a chance to really 
shine as all eyes watch this series. 

There is something historical about this mix of MVP candidates. We have 
one player on track to finish with one of the best post-season 
performances by a defenceman ever, and another with an opportunity to 
join a very short list of players that includes Wayne Gretzky in terms of 
year after year playoff dominance. 

And of course there's the goalie -- you know who I'm talking about -- who 
could be the first back-to-back Conn Smythe winner at his position in four 
decades. 

The Colorado-Tampa Bay Stanley Cup Final is everything we could have 
hoped for this season, as one team chases a dynasty while the other 
attempts to start its own pursuit of one. Which star player from either will 
come out as the Conn Smythe winner? 

Here are our pre-series rankings. 

1. Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

When your name is being mentioned in the same breath as Bobby Orr's, 
you're something special. And yes, Colorado's defenceman is different. 
It's not that he is Bobby Orr -- c'mon now, he's a 23-year-old in just his 
third season -- but he's unique to today's game in how dynamic and 
impactful he is in every facet, at every place on the ice. Justin Bourne 
dug into what exactly it is within Makar's game that separates him from 
other top defenders. 

The numbers back up the idea that Makar stands alone. With 22 points in 
14 games, he is the second-highest scorer left standing in these playoffs, 
but first by points per game. The Avs have reached the final quickly, 
losing just twice and earning two sweeps, but Makar has been kept off 
the score sheet just four times. 

From a historical perspective Makar's first three rounds have been 
outstanding. Since the salary cap era arrived in 2005-06, the highest-
scoring playoff defender was Miro Heiskanen, who recorded 26 points in 
27 games when the Dallas Stars reached the 2020 Cup Final and lost to 
Tampa Bay. With 13 fewer games played, Makar is still just five away 
from eclipsing Heiskanen and is in good shape to do it. 

Go further back and Makar still stands out. 

Since the 1967 expansion, only 11 defencemen have scored more than 
Makar's 22 points in a single post-season, the record being Paul Coffey's 
37 in 1984-85. Makar likely won't catch Coffey. What he does have a 
shot to do is to become just the fourth defenceman in playoff history to 
finish a playoff run with at least 30 points, which would join Coffey, Brian 
Leetch (1993-94) and Al MacInnis (1988-89). 

Again, though, we have to consider games played and view this through 
a per game lens. Makar is averaging 1.57 points per game, which is the 
third-best mark of any blueliner to play more than one round in a single 
playoff season since 1967. First on that list was Coffey's 1984-85 season 
again (an unreachable 2.06 per game), and second is...Bobby Orr's 1.60 
from 1971-72. 

Ya, it's that kind of playoff for Makar, and with a strong finish he could 
earn playoff MVP honours. Heck, with a good enough final, we wonder if 
Makar could wind up with the Conn Smythe even if the Avs lost a long 
series to Tampa Bay. 

However, the next player may have something to say about that... 

Could Cale Makar be the best defenseman since Bobby Orr? 

2. Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

The start of the playoffs weren't the best for Vasilevskiy. In Round 1 
against the Maple Leafs, Tampa Bay looked its most vulnerable, mostly 
because Vasilevskiy wasn't at the level we've come to expect. He 
allowed at least three goals against in each of the first six games and had 
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an .885 save percentage through that time, which was slightly behind 
what Jack Campbell was doing at the other end. 

Then Game 7 happened. 

We know Vasilevskiy's history as a big-game goalie and he again came 
through against Toronto, stopping 30 of 31 shots to lead Tampa to a 2-1 
win and advancement to the second round. 

There, against Florida's regular season-best offence, Vasilevskiy allowed 
just three goals against all series en route to a sweep. He had another 
slow start in the New York series, allowing six goals in Game 1, but 
stopped 94.2 per cent of every shot he faced the rest of that series. He 
allowed three goals against in the last three games of the East Final, 
winning his faceoff with up and coming challenger Igor Shesterkin. 

Vasilevskiy arrives in the final with a .928 save percentage and 2.27 
GAA, which is slightly off the pace of what he did the past two playoffs, 
but not by much. If Tampa Bay wins this series and Vasilevskiy continues 
to shine brightest when the pressure is at its highest in elimination 
games, it will be difficult for even Makar to keep the Conn Smythe from 
him. 

The last time a goalie won back-to-back Conn Smythes was Bernie 
Parent for the Flyers in 1974 and 1975. 

3. Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

The leading goal scorer among players still alive in these playoffs, 
MacKinnon has at least a point in all but two games so far and hasn't 
been kept off the score sheet in back to back games yet. His best game 
was, ironically a loss, in which he recorded a hat trick and added an 
assist before Colorado dropped Game 5 to St. Louis in overtime. 

But MacKinnon has been a steady force throughout Colorado's run and 
enters the final hot, with six goals in his past six games. A bull of a 
centre, MacKinnon has imposed his offensive game on the competition 
all playoffs long, and leads the league with 82 shots -- 15 more than the 
next-highest (Zach Hyman). 

When he's been on the ice at 5-on-5, Colorado has outshot its opponents 
188-108 and outscored them 20-8, which will be an important area to 
continue in the final against a Lightning team that has been stellar 
defensively at evens. 

MacKinnon excited for Stanley Cup Finals but emphasizes 'job's not 
finished' 

4. Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay Lightning 

With just two more points, Kucherov will join Wayne Gretzky, Bryan 
Trottier and Mike Bossy as the only players in league history to finish the 
playoffs with at least 25 points three years in a row. 

Tampa's leading scorer has seven more points than Ondrej Palat, the 
next highest-scoring Lightning player, and he also leads his team with 60 
shots. Kucherov is the catalyst of Tampa's power play because he's a 
threat to shoot, pass, or fake either one to open up lanes for his 
teammates. The Lightning's power play (22.6 per cent) hasn't been as 
strong as Colorado's (31.1 per cent), but Kucherov has factored in on 10 
of the 14 goals Tampa has got on the man advantage. 

The "problem" for Kucherov's Conn Smythe candidacy is that it appears 
he has a far heavier lift ahead of him to move past his teammate on this 
list than MacKinnon does. If the Lightning win the Cup it's going to be 
hard for Kucherov to score enough points to earn more attention than 
Vasilevskiy, unless this turns into a Battle of Alberta type of high-flying 
circus where defence and goaltending is optional. We wouldn't count on 
that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jim 'Bearcat' Murray leaves memorable legacy in Flames' 
community as father figure 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

June 14, 2022, 7:28 PM 

 

No matter how many times he told the story, Jim “Bearcat” Murray 
always ended one of his most harrowing tales with a glint in his eye and 
a smile on his face. 

“Only trainer in NHL history to be plus-1,” he’d say, proudly. 

In a recent chat, looking back at his improbable journey to being the most 
famous head athletic trainer in NHL lore, the man known around 
Southern Alberta as The Little Potlicker from Okotoks lit up when asked 
about one of the many nights his legend grew. 

“Bernie Nicholls punched Vernie (Flames goalie Mike Vernon) and down 
he went like a ton of bricks – it didn’t look good,” said Bearcat of a playoff 
incident against LA en route to the Flames’ famed 1989 Cup run. 

“The ref had his hand in the air and I thought, ‘this is going to be called.’ 

Joel Otto grabbed Nicholls and started a ruckus, the ref’s arms went 
down and I thought the whistle would go, so I just hit the ice and started 
running. 

“I get to Vernie and he says ‘I’m fine, just trying to draw a penalty.’ 

“Suddenly I heard screams, and when I looked down the ice there’s the 
ref skating towards the penalty box and our guys are skating around with 
their sticks in the air. We scored. 

“I said, ‘Mike, the whistle never blew, we’re in trouble.’ 

“He said, whattya mean ‘we’ are in trouble?’” 

After trying to shield himself behind Vernon, Bearcat tried unsuccessfully 
to scamper from the scene unnoticed, hoping the goal wouldn’t be called 
back and a penalty assessed. 

“On the way off the ice I could see Gretzky leaning out of the box, 
beating the boards with his stick and raising hell,” said Bearcat, an 
animated storyteller. 

“I’m doing my little prayers and saying, ‘please let him shut up.’ Just as I 
finished I heard the ref say, ‘Gretz, shut up or you are out of here.’ 

“I got away with it. 

“I was one lucky Potlicker.” 

That’s how he described his life too. 

Bearcat died on Tuesday morning, three days after being injured in a fall 
at his Okotoks home. 

He was 89. 

News of his passing spread around the Flames community fast, and hit 
hard, speaking volumes of the impact he had on a community he 
embraced like no other. 

Well past the 1980-1996 window in which he oversaw the Flames 
dressing room, his infectious personality and unique look made him a 
household name in Southern Alberta – a popularity he built on long after 
retiring to be a team ambassador. 

“He told me he played close to 100 charity golf events one year,” said 
former Flame Perry Berezan. 

“Not only did he play, but he started auctioneering for a lot of those 
events. He would referee charity hockey games. Just like he did as a 
trainer who was sought after by Olympians and rodeo guys, he’d do 
anything to help. Talk about a guy who was inclusive. Whether you were 
a callup or a star, he made everyone feel important. 

“He was the father figure who cared so deeply about you mentally and 
physically. 

“His reach in southern Alberta had most people feeling like they knew 
him. 
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“You’re going to have to have the service at the Saddledome because 
thousands of people are going to want to pay their respects.” 

Stay tuned on that one. 

“I was talking to his son, Al (known as AlCat when he worked alongside 
his father with the Flames), and he said this morning, ‘Knowing dad, he’d 
want the biggest funeral and maybe even a parade,’” chuckled Lanny 
McDonald while on his way to see Bearcat’s wife Shirley Tuesday. 

“Being a jockey, working in the oil field and becoming a trainer, he always 
wanted to be the best. He was the guy who put the spikes in his shoes so 
he could fly across that ice. 

“He wasn’t formally trained, so you couldn’t do it today, but he read a ton 
and you had this trust and faith in him just because of who he was that 
he could patch you back together and fix you.” 

Ask anyone who ever knew him, he always had your back, as was 
evidenced the night son Al jumped into the stands in Edmonton to rescue 
a stolen Gary Suter stick. 

As things started getting ugly with the fans, over the glass jumped 
Bearcat to help his son, tearing ligaments upon landing. 

As he was stretchered out of the rink, he blew kisses to the camera, 
growing the legend of a man whose red track pants, white sweater, 
spiked shoes and domed look gave birth to several fan clubs around the 
league. 

“In Boston, Montreal and everywhere we went on the east coast there 
would be five or six guys dressed up as Bearcat with tufts hanging out of 
skull caps, a big mustache and that track suit,” laughed McDonald, aware 
an appreciative Bearcat often met up with such supporters afterwards. 

“How many trainers have their own fan club around the league?” 

That’s the kind of notoriety that helped land the personable native of 
Vulcan, Alta., in the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2009, one of six such Halls 
he’s enshrined in, including the Alberta Sports Hall of Fame. 

A serial yodeler who was always game to lighten the mood or spice up 
an auction, Bearcat could often be seen trying to stay in shape in rinks 
around the league by roller-skating around the concourse with his 
Walkman on. 

It was a sight powerful enough for Joe Nieuwendyk and Paul Ranheim to 
show up at the team’s Halloween party one year dressed as Bearcat and 
his son. 

“It was hilarious, but then, so was he,” said Vernon, of a man who got his 
nickname and Potlicker tag from his father, Alan. 

“He was a character. So passionate. He just cared, he cared about 
everybody. His personality just rubbed off on people. 

“He had nothing but energy and always had a smile.” 

It helped lift the players, it helped entertain the fans. 

He was MacGyver before MacGyver, searching high and wide before 
landing on the perfect spikes to implant in his training shoes. 

“In a team environment it’s critical to have someone who is always 
positive, never had a bad day and will do virtually anything possible to 
help out along the way and keep you in the lineup,” said former Flames 
GM Al Coates, who was part of the management group that decided to 
hire the long-time trainer (and often bus driver) with the Calgary 
Centennials, Wranglers, Cowboys and Stampeders when the franchise 
relocated from Atlanta. 

“He was one of a kind. He had one of those personalities where he was 
exuberant all the time. 

“I can still see him jumping up and down on the bench, so excited for 
others. It wasn’t about him. He was truly excited about the success of 
others. 

“There are people whose personalities just leap out of people and with 
the advent of TV people saw that. Just like the late Ed Whalen, he was 
very unique to Calgary and Southern Alberta.” 

In life, he finished plus-1. 

“We chuckled about that night for a long time, but we weren’t confident 
right away,” said Vernon. 

“I told him, ‘maybe they’ll give you an assist.’” 

No need. 

Throughout his life he’d already racked up millions of them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Notebook: Canucks won't let Brock Boeser walk as UFA 
this summer 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

June 14, 2022, 10:28 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — It’s impossible to know Brock Boeser’s future with the 
Vancouver Canucks, but he will not be leaving the team as an 
unrestricted free agent this summer. 

Although the $7.5-million qualifying offer the Canucks owe Boeser to 
retain his rights is onerous and likely a non-starter as a launch point to a 
new long-term contract, president Jim Rutherford said that, if necessary, 
the team can carry the winger at that price on a one-year deal next 
season. 

Rutherford said that scenario is not ideal and the priority is to negotiate 
with Boeser and agent Ben Hankinson — before and after the July 11 
deadline for "qualifying" restricted free agents — to see what a longer-
term deal for the 25-year-old might look like. 

But for the record, Rutherford flatly rejects the idea of not qualifying 
Boeser, which would make him an unrestricted free agent on July 13 and 
allow the Canucks to use his salary to address other needs. 

"No, we’re not going to let him walk," Rutherford said. "We recognize he’s 
a good player. We can figure out a way to fit him in next season with him 
taking his qualifying offer. Everything gets tricky and difficult, but we can 
figure it out." 

Understandably, there has been no discussion about a new contract 
while Boeser grieves the loss of his father, Duke, who died May 27 at 
age 62 after a 12-year battle against Parkinson’s Disease, cancer and 
other challenges. 

Boeser had 23 goals and 46 points in 71 games this season, his poorest 
campaign since the Minnesotan was a runnerup for the Calder Trophy in 
2018. Boeser admitted privately that his dad’s deteriorating health was 
often on his mind. 

"Not knowing Brock as well as I do now — and I don't suggest that I 
know him that well, but better than I did — he's such a good person, a 
sensitive person who loves his family," Rutherford said. "And so it was 
taking its toll on him without question. Everybody felt for him. It was 
tough. And it doesn't get any easier; he just had to say goodbye to his 
dad here, so it's not going to be an easy summer for him." 

EXPANDING SEDINERY 

One of the Canucks' big off-season announcements so far is the 
deployment of special advisors Henrik and Daniel Sedin to the player 
development department, which was also bulked up with the additions of 
Mikael Samuelsson and Mike Komisarek. But the Sedins' reach in their 
new roles will go far beyond prospects and minor-leaguer players in 
Abbotsford. 

The twins will be working with NHL players, too, and possibly even the 
Canucks' coaching staff. 
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"Daniel and Henrik are going to be a bridge between Abbotsford and 
Vancouver," general manager Patrik Allvin explained to Sportsnet. 
"They're available for the coaching staff as well. But the big picture is 
more to be the bridge for the players that come up (from the American 
Hockey League). I think there (will be) a lot of individual work with NHL 
players, too. 

"If you look around in pro sports, I would say probably hockey has 
probably the lowest amount of coaching staff or development staff, and 
that's where I felt this role would be something that could really benefit us 
in the big picture." 

ANOTHER LOTTERY TICKET 

The Canucks’ signing Monday of former Minnesota Wild first-round pick 
Filip Johansson to an entry-level contract is another low-cost, low-risk 
gamble by Allvin to try to build organizational depth. Last week, Allvin 
signed Nils Aman to an ELC. 

Johansson is a right-shot defenceman from Frolunda of the Swedish 
Hockey League, Aman a centre from Leksands. Both are 22-year-old 
Swedes who were available as free agents because they were left 
unsigned by the NHL teams that drafted them. Aman was a sixth-round 
pick of the Colorado Avalanche in 2020. Minnesota chose Johansson 
24th-overall in 2018. 

Maybe they develop into players for the Canucks, maybe not. But there is 
little risk involved in the experiment that will start in the AHL. 

Allvin inherited few prospects from former general manager Jim Benning, 
who himself had to rebuild depth when he replaced Mike Gillis as GM in 
2014. But in his first year, Benning traded away draft picks and prospects 
to acquire 20-something players like Derek Dorsett, Linden Vey, Adam 
Clendening and Sven Baertschi for the NHL roster. Allvin is restocking 
the organization more cheaply from the bottom up. 

REGIME-CHANGE SURVIVOR 

As with player-development director Ryan Johnson, amateur scouting 
director Todd Harvey has earned respect with Rutherford and Allvin 
despite being a holdover from the Benning era. Harvey and assistant GM 
Derek Clancey, Rutherford's first hire back in December, handled the 
Canucks' pre-draft interviews at the NHL Scouting Combine two 
weekends ago. Vancouver’s scouting departments are overseen by 
Cammi Granato, another new assistant GM. 

"I'm really excited," Rutherford said of the Canucks' draft preparation. 
"And I'll tell you the biggest thing I'm excited about: Cammi came in and 
she was given the responsibility to oversee amateur and pro scouting 
and (player) development. She went to work reading report after report 
after report and getting an idea how everybody worked. And from there, 
talking to Patrik and myself about different things and different ideas, she 
went to work on how these departments were going to work. 

"In the amateur meetings, when I sat in those meetings the first day, to 
where we are today and to where Todd Harvey is today, I am so pleased 
and excited about it. The reason I tell you that is from a preparation point 
of view and what we might do in the draft... I am very, very comfortable 
with that staff." 

Harvey appears to have strengthened his position in the organization 
even as a handful of amateur scouts were let go by the new regime. 

Without a first-round pick in the last two entry drafts, the Canucks hold 
the 15th selection of the draft in Montreal, July 7-8. 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada says no government funds used in lawsuit 
settlement 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Hockey Canada says it did not use government money to settle a lawsuit 
in which eight Canadian Hockey League players, including some 
members of Canada’s 2017-18 World Junior team, were accused of 
sexually assaulting a woman. 

“Hockey Canada welcomes the opportunity to appear before the 
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage,” the organization wrote in a 
statement released Tuesday, a day after the committee voted during an 
in-camera session to hold a three-hour hearing in Ottawa on June 20 to 
discuss the settlement. 

“We take the allegations against members of the 2017-18 National Junior 
Team – as well as the safety and well-being of anyone participating in 
our programs – extremely seriously… We can say definitively that no 
government funds were used in the recent settlement of the lawsuit.” 

The woman, who was not identified in court records, alleged the assaults 
occurred in June of 2018 in a London, Ont., hotel following a Hockey 
Canada event. Her allegations were included in a lawsuit filed April 20 
that has been settled. The plaintiff asked a judge to award $3.55 million. 
The amount of the settlement is unknown. The allegations against the 
players were never proven in court and none of the defendants filed a 
response. 

New Westminster–Burnaby NDP MP Peter Julian told TSN in an 
interview on Monday that the committee will invite Hockey Canada 
president Scott Smith, chief executive Tom Renney, former senior vice 
president of insurance and risk management Glen McCurdie and Hockey 
Canada Foundation chair David Andrews to testify. 

“Canadians deserve to know and want to know what happened here and 
why this was kept quiet for four years,” Julian said. 

The June 20 hearing will be public and webcast, Julian said. He said that 
if any Hockey Canada officials declined the invitation, they would be 
issued a summons to appear. 

Canada’s Minister for Sport, Pascale St-Onge, has also ordered an audit 
of Hockey Canada’s finances to determine whether taxpayer money was 
used to settle the case. 

The NHL announced May 26 it was opening an investigation into the 
allegations and said the eight players who allegedly were involved were 
on Canada's World Juniors team. A week later, on June 3, the NHL 
officially advised the NHL Players' Association of its intentions to 
investigate, as required by the NHL/NHLPA collective bargaining 
agreement. 

Hockey Canada spokeswoman Esther Madziya wrote in a May 25 
statement to TSN that the organization informed London police about the 
allegations and hired the Toronto law firm Henein Hutchison LLP to 
investigate. 
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