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Chicago Advances To Calder Cup Finals; Canes Aim To Go Back-To-Back 

"Anytime your NHL club can make the playoffs and you can 
also have success with your AHL team, it should lead to 
sustained organizational success." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - For a second consecutive Calder Cup 
Finals the Carolina Hurricanes will be represented by their 
American Hockey League (AHL) affiliate. 

In 2019 the Charlotte Checkers, featuring a roster that 
included Martin Necas, Steven Lorentz and Alex Nedeljkovic, 
defeated the Chicago Wolves, then farm club of the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

After COVID-19 wiped away opportunities to crown a 
champion in both 2020 and 2021, this time the Wolves will 
compete for a title in partnership with the Canes. 

Closing out a six-game series over the Stockton Heat on 
Tuesday night at Allstate Arena, the Wolves will take on the 
winner of Wednesday's Game 7 between the Laval Rocket 
(MTL) and Springfield Thunderbirds (STL). 

"Anytime your NHL club can make the playoffs and you can 
also have success with your AHL team, it should lead to 
sustained organizational success," Canes Assistant General 
Manager Darren Yorke began of the accomplishment. "I 
think it's one thing to have success in the AHL with a roster 
full of veterans, but right now in Chicago we have a really 
strong mix. That should allow us as an organization to look 
back on the year and be pretty proud of both teams." 

Chicago's veteran pieces, namely Josh Leivo, Stefan 
Noesen and Andrew Poturalski have been key contributors 
to the team's success all year long and that has continued to 
be the case into May and June. Leivo leads all AHL skaters 
with his 20 points in 13 games, while Noesen (16) and 
Poturalski (14) follow right behind. The trio make up three of 
the league's six leading scorers thus far in the Calder Cup 
Playoffs. 

"Those are the guys that you need in the locker room to 
teach and to set an example - because they've been through 
it before," Canes Director of Hockey Operations Aaron 
Schwartz, another architect of the club, offered. "A lot of 
them have spent time in the NHL. You have to have the right 
mix and I think we did that pretty well." 

As for the batch of younger players that could be next in line 
to make the jump to becoming full-timers in the Hurricanes 
lineup, Jack Drury, Joey Keane and Pyotr Kochetkov have all 
produced in an impressive way of their own during their first 
stint of North American professional postseason play. 

Drury, who provided an unforgettable NHL debut in 
December by recording two goals in his first two games, has 

now published 16 points in 13 playoff games. The rookie 
already leads all first-year players with his 16 points and over 
the course of the last decade only three players have 
published more during a run at the Calder Cup. Now with 
one final series to work, Drury could catch or pass Morgan 
Geekie (18, Charlotte - 2019), Danton Heinen (18, 
Providence - 2017) and Michael Mersch (22, Manchester - 
2015). 

Keane leads all Wolves blueliners with his seven points, a 
total that ranks tied for sixth among all AHL defensemen this 
postseason. Perhaps more praiseworthy though is that the 
right-handed prospect has been an anchor on a defensive 
unit that has held teams to just 26 goals against in 13 
games. 

Of course some of that credit belongs to Kochetkov and Alex 
Lyon as well, both of whom recorded shutouts during their 
series win over Stockton. Kochetkov's first North American 
pro shutout came in the Game 6 victory, turning away all 28 
shots faced. 

"The focus for us is getting those prospects ready for the 
next level. Part of that is you have to learn how to win and 
how to act off the ice," Schwartz continued, praising the 
veterans once more for their assistance and guidance. 
"Then, it should be a seamless transition [when they do get 
their opportunity]. What's expected in Chicago is no different 
from when you come to Carolina. It's better hockey and it's 
faster, sure, but what's expected on and off the ice should 
remain the same." 

"The goal for our organization isn't just to have success at 
the NHL level for one year. If you look back at what we've 
been able to accomplish for the last four years, to keep being 
able to stay in the playoffs, you're only able to do that by 
having young players and growing them," Yorke echoed. 
"Then when they get to the NHL, you have to give them the 
runway to prove their worth and to continue to grow as 
players and show that development." 

There's more to instilling the culture in the younger players 
than just the work of the veterans though, as each member 
of the Canes brass is quick to credit head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky and his staff for the work done with the roster. 

"Ryan, Patty [Dwyer] and Bob [Nardella] do an unbelievable 
job. Our development coaches, Sergei Samsonov, Peter 
Harrold and Jason Muzzatti have done a great job with 
everyone, not just necessarily our younger players," Yorke 
applauded. "When Chicago is playing their best game, their 
forecheck is just as suffocating as ours. It's easier said than 
done. We talk about these things and we want to do them, 
but give their entire staff credit for being able to implement 
that with their players. It just puts the guys into a position 
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where if they are called up, they know exactly where they 
need to be when they play in the NHL. They preach the 
same messages and really are playing the Hurricanes way." 

Chicago will have home ice advantage in the Calder Cup 
Finals after finishing with a franchise-best regular season of 
their own. The series will begin Sunday afternoon in 
Rosemont.

 

NHL Reveals Official 2023 Navy Federal Stadium Series Logo 

Game to take place at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh on 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Amid Commissioner Gary Bettman's press 
availability ahead of Wednesday's Game One of the Stanley 
Cup Final, the National Hockey League revealed the official 
logo for the 2023 Navy Federal Stadium Series. 

The game, which will take place on Saturday, February 18, 
2023 at Carter-Finley Stadium, will be the first-ever outdoor 
contest for the Carolina Hurricanes. They'll take on the 
Washington Capitals in the home venue of N.C. State 
Football, located directly across the street from PNC Arena. 

The logo was designed by the NHL creative team and 
includes several elements encompassing both the Canes 
organization and the City of Raleigh. 

 The banner at the bottom of the logo, housing the 
"Raleigh 2023" portion, was inspired by elements of 
the North Carolina state flag. 

 The 12 stadium lights, featured in the top area 
surrounding the NHL logo, represents the contest 
being the 12th NHL Stadium Series game, to date. 

 The top of the crest is modeled after the scoreboard 
at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

 The shape of the crest itself is an acorn and the tree 
included within the emblem is an oak tree, 
representing Raleigh's nickname of "The City of 
Oaks". 

 The usage of silver throughout is a nod to next year 
being the Canes 'Silver Anniversary' - their 25th 
season. 

The Canes will wear specialty jerseys for the game that are 
scheduled to be revealed at a date closer to the contest. 

To learn more about the 2023 Navy Federal Stadium Series 
contest or to state your interest in tickets, click here. Canes 
Season Ticket Members are guaranteed first access.
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About Last Season: Ethan Bear 

It was a tough first year in Raleigh for Bear, as the right-shot 
defenseman struggled through some COVID setbacks and 
found himself scratched through the playoffs. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

Ethan Bear: 2021-22 By The Numbers 

 Age: 24 

 NHL Seasons: 4 

 Scoring: 5 goals, 9 assists, 14 points in 58 games 

 Playoff Scoring: DNP 

 Advanced Statistics: 56.59 CF%, 55.54 SCF%, 
55.51 xGF%, 50 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:35 ES, 0:34 PP, 0:55 SH 

 Contract Status: Restricted Free Agent 

The Carolina Hurricanes made a move to bolster their right-
handed defensemen depth last summer, shipping Warren 
Foegele to Edmonton in exchange for 24-year-old blue-liner 
Ethan Bear. 

And the first season in Raleigh for Bear was a bit 
challenging, as a strong start was followed up by a bout with 
COVID that caused Bear to miss some time and also suffer 
some longer-term effects. 

Eventually, Bear became the odd man out on Carolina’s blue 
line, with the newcomer from Edmonton the healthy scratch 
for the Canes in every single playoff game while Brendan 
Smith and Ian Cole slotted in on the third pairing. 

But it certainly wasn’t all bad for Bear this past year. He 
started the season skating with Jaccob Slavin, and he 
contributed an assist in Carolina’s opening-night win over 
the New York Islanders. 

Prior to testing positive for COVID on Nov. 22, Bear put up 
six points in his first 16 games of the season while averaging 
over 18 minutes of time on ice per game. 

But after returning to the ice over two weeks later, Bear went 
seven games without a point and had a string from early 
December to early March where he contributed just two 
points over a 24-game stretch. 

He got hot in mid March, scoring two goals with three assists 
in a nine-game period, but then finished off the regular 
season with just one point in nine games. From there, Bear’s 
perspective for the playoffs was from the press box. 

All of those numbers are, of course, offensive outputs, not 
exactly an all-encompassing look at Bear’s production for the 
Hurricanes. 

His possession and advanced metrics were good, with a 
CF%, xGF%, GF% and SCF% all at or above 50, but none 
astronomically high. He set career marks in all of those stats 
but xGF%, but a lot of that is a product of playing Carolina’s 
system that leads to every single player posting positive 
advanced metrics. 

At times, Bear was really good. He was solid defensively 
while contributing enough. But he wasn’t super consistent, 
and he also never really found his footing with the 
Hurricanes. After a hot start, he was plagued by some 
streakiness, turnovers and overall lack of umph when on the 
ice. 

It is a bit of shame. He’s a really talented young player who 
has a ton of upside, but some things out of his control 
derailed his season early on and he never really seemed to 
find his way back into it at a consistent rate after that. 

Bear is an RFA, and his future with the Hurricanes is 
obviously up in the air. His qualifying offer will be $2 million, 
so there’s some uncertainty about that following an 
unfortunately disappointing season with the Hurricanes. 

But if Bear has played his final game with the franchise, he’ll 
leave knowing he found the back of the net in his final game 
in a Canes’ sweater.
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Wolves beat Heat to secure second consecutive Calder Cup Final appearance 

The Wolves clinched the series with a 3-0 win on home ice. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 10-3 

Goals/Game: 4.15 

Goals Against/Game: 2.00 

Shots/Game: 36.69 

Shots Against/Game: 27.92 

Power Play % (Rank): 27.9% (3rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 86.4% (5th) 

Leading Scorer (Overall): Josh Leivo (20) 

Most Goals: Josh Leivo (11) 

Most Assists: Josh Leivo, Jack Drury, Andrew Poturalski, 
Stefan Noesen (9) 

Next Game: Sunday, June 19 vs. either Springfield or Laval, 
3:00 p.m. Central 

(stats as of June 15, 2022)  

Western Conference Finals, Game 6: Wolves 3, Heat 0 

The temperature topped out at over 100 degrees in Chicago 
on Tuesday, but inside the Allstate Arena, the Stockton Heat 
had their flame extinguished by the Wolves, who are headed 
back to the Calder Cup Final. The Wolves of course 
appeared in the 2019 final, the last time the trophy was 
awarded thanks to two seasons interrupted by the pandemic, 
and while the roster is entirely different, the accomplishment 
for the franchise is significant nonetheless. 

The Heat and Wolves played each other largely to a 
standstill for 48 minutes, with Pyotr Kochetkov and Dustin 
Wolf making fantastic saves on both ends of the ice. 

Penalty troubles for the Wolves made Kochetkov’s job harder 
than necessary in the early stages of the game — the 
Wolves took the only penalties of the first period, heading to 
the box three separate times. The penalty kill was 
phenomenal, however, allowing no goals in this game and 
only one goal in the entire series for a 96.4% success rate 
against the Heat. 

As the game progressed, it was easy to start to get nervous. 
The game had the feeling of one where a silly mistake or 
strangely deflected shot would end up being the game 
winner. The eventual game winner wasn’t quite that strange, 
but it was a shot that no one — not even the goal scorer — 
realized went in at first. 

At just over eight minutes into the third period, Ivan Lodnia 
and Spencer Smallman teamed up to get a puck to linemate 
Jamieson Rees. Rees picked up the puck just before the 

blue line and entered the zone while being hounded by Heat 
defenseman Juuso Valimaki. Carrying the puck behind the 
net, Rees continued to draw the attention of the Heat. The 
puck eventually came free to Smallman, who found Lodnia 
left all alone in front of the net. 

Speaking about his goal after the game, Lodnia credited his 
teammates for setting him up: “[Rees and Smallman], they 
both made really strong plays. I don’t know, I shot it, I didn’t 
know where it was [...] I just saw the fans get up so I 
assumed it went in.” 

Lodnia, who has been in and out of the lineup in both the 
regular season and playoffs, has three goals in six playoff 
appearances: the opening goal in game three against 
Rockford, the insurance goal in game three against Stockton, 
and now this game winner. He’s well aware of his role on the 
team and knew when joining the Wolves that he wasn’t going 
to automatically be a lineup regular. “The first thing that me 
and [Warsofsky] talked about when I first came to the team 
was, you know, we have a really good group,” he said. 
“Whenever you’re not in, just try to get better and when 
you’re in, help us win and, you know, for the past seven 
months, that’s all I’ve been doing every day.” 

After the Lodnia goal, the Wolves entered shutdown mode, 
allowing only five shots on goal from the Heat, and only one 
in the final five minutes of play. (And even that one came at 
15:01 in the third.) Andrew Poturalski picked up a burst of 
speed in the neutral zone to get in against Dustin Wolf to 
make it 2-0 for his team. 

The Wolves largely maintained possession in the closing 
minutes of the game, making it difficult for Stockton to find 
any point where they could pull Wolf for the extra attacker. 
They finally got him out of the net with 50 seconds left to 
play; Josh Leivo shot a puck into the empty net from the 
neutral zone just five seconds later to put the game away. 

After the game, while clearly pleased with the win, Ryan 
Warsofsky was complimentary about his team’s opponent: 
“They’re a really good hockey team. It’s the best team we’ve 
faced all year, not even close,” he said about Stockton. 
“They’re well-coached, they’ve got a great goaltender [...] 
honestly, very similar teams.” 

With three of six games going to overtime, one being 
decided via a last-minute goal, and two shutouts that were 
much closer than they appeared, the assessment rings true. 
While the Wolves dominated their first two series in terms of 
goals scored, they only barely edged out Stockton 19-13 and 
turned in a series that had the Allstate Arena on their feet at 
the final horn. 

Scoring: Josh Leivo, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 G; Ivan 
Lodnia, 1 G; Spencer Smallman, 1 A: Stefan Noesen, 1 A; 
Jamieson Rees, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 28 of 28, 1.000 sv%
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/chicago-advances-to-calder-cup-finals-canes-aim-to-go-back-to-back/c-334592422 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/nhl-reveals-official-2023-navy-federal-stadium-series-logo/c-334616194 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/15/23169445/about-last-season-ethan-bear 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/15/23170301/ahl-chicago-wolves-beat-stockton-heat-to-secure-second-consecutive-calder-cup-final-
appearance 
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Emily Kaplan on her rise to ESPN’s Stanley Cup coverage, facing 
criticism and more 

 

Richard Deitsch 

16-21 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

The rewards for being on national sports television are obvious — the 
prospect of lucrative finances, increased access to newsmakers in your 
field, and entrée into places most sports fans never get to experience. 
But there are downsides, especially for those who are thrust into the 
position having come from a non-television background. The attention 
can screw with your head. 

“It’s been strange,” says Emily Kaplan, the ESPN hockey reporter who 
has in a very short time transitioned from a writing job to being between 
the benches on ESPN and ABC’s national NHL broadcasts. “I am 
grateful for everything. I’m also someone who has been a proponent of 
therapy for a while. I have a fantastic therapist. I’ve had to have a lot of 
conversations that are soul searching and just making sure that I stay 
true to myself. I can’t let other people’s perception of me become my 
perception of me. That’s just not healthy. 

“It’s OK to take feedback, but through people whose opinions that matter. 
I’m a feedback-oriented person, I always want to be better and I want 
feedback. I search (for what) the audience thinks. I think that’s natural 
because we have to serve the audience. But searching my name on 
Twitter became probably my worst habit. I stopped recently. What was 
frustrating me so much was that I would search my name and people 
were complaining about things that I couldn’t control. First, it was the 
(wearing of a) mask. Again, I’m wearing it because the league mandated 
it for me to do my job. I have to do it. I understand it was distracting 
people from the content I was doing, and that really infuriated me 
because I felt like I was working hard to put out good stuff. In-game 
coaching interviews, people are complaining about that. I’m like, ‘I just 
show up where they tell me to show up.’ We all agree this is something 
that we want to bring to the game. I’m just doing the best job I can with 
it.” 

“But there are certain mind-fuck moments,” Kaplan continued. “I’m at a 
game and filming a (report) and I see people taking photos of me. It just 
feels so invasive. I guess I signed up to be a public figure. I just didn’t 
really understand all that it would entail and part of my privacy being 
sacrificed by people pointing at me, talking to me like they know me, 

especially being conditioned as a writer where I can provide so much 
nuance and share someone’s whole story. My role is limited, and I only 
get a certain amount of time speaking. I don’t feel like my personality can 
come through all the time. I don’t know if these people actually know me. 
They just view me as a noun or a thing, and that’s really weird. That’s 
something I’ve had to adjust to.” 

I interviewed Kaplan this week for my Sports Media Podcast as 
ESPN/ABC begins airing the Stanley Cup Final between the Colorado 
Avalanche and Tampa Bay Lightning starting Wednesday night. Kaplan 
is the reporter assigned to the series along with play-by-play broadcaster 
Sean McDonough and analyst Ray Ferraro. She offered insight into what 
it’s like to be thrust into a national position and covering the league from 
inside. Here are some excerpts from our conversation, which you can 
listen to in full in the player below. 

On the prospect of Avalanche-Lightning being one of the best series in 
years 

Kaplan: Drama and stakes, I think the series brings that. It does seem 
like everyone at ESPN is really split; everyone is predicting a long series. 
I’d like to pat myself on the back. This is actually what I predicted in the 
preseason. I had the Avs beating the Lightning. But I shouldn’t pat myself 
on the back too hard because the Avs were the betting favorites to make 
it to the final. I had a hunch about Tampa. Even if they weren’t the top 
regular-season team, they know how to amp it up when it matters and 
they know how small this window is to chase this history. 

On how she’s been treated by the coaches in the league 

Kaplan: I think they get it. Even if it’s uncomfortable for them to do these 
interviews and give me access in the middle of a game, they’re required 
to do so by the league and they understand why they’re required to do it. 
I’ve never had to do the explaining of here’s why I’m here, here’s what 
I’m trying to do, because I think inherently that contract just exists. Some 
are better at it than others. I wrote (Boston coach) Bruce Cassidy a really 
long email after I covered the Bruins series, just thanking him for always 
treating me with so much respect. In meetings, he treated me exactly like 
he treated my male colleagues. Even though I’m relatively new to this 
and I’m walking in there with Ray Ferraro, who obviously has the resume 
as a player and a broadcaster, and Sean McDonough, who’s 
broadcasted this that and everything, every day I was treated equally and 
I really appreciated that. 

I’ve been meaning to reach out to (Carolina Hurricanes coach) Rod 
Brind’Amour because he had some of my favorite in-game interviews. 
One maybe awkward encounter for the viewer was when I asked him 
about pulling (goaltender) Antti Raanta and Antti Raanta was right in front 
of him. Some viewers took umbrage to that. I did that for a couple 
different reasons. One, it’s so loud in the arena and Rod could barely 
hear me. I don’t even think Antii could hear me as well. But this is my job. 
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I’m there to answer questions and explain things to the viewer. He had 
just pulled the goalie two minutes earlier so just take us through the 
thought process of where you’re at in the game. If I didn’t ask that 
question, I wouldn’t have been doing my job. If either Antti or Rod had an 
issue with it, either of them would have said something to me the next 
day. I have a good enough relationship with both of them, and I’d been in 
Raleigh for like a month at that point. They know me and we’ve had off-
camera conversations. I showed up at the rink the next day and no one 
said anything. 

I’ll end with (New York Rangers coach) Gerrard Gallant because it was 
another kind of awkward in-game moment. It’s Game 6, the game’s on 
the line, he scratches Kaapo Kakko, brings in Dryden Hunt — all the fans 
want to know about that. Sure, is he going to divulge into his thought 
process in that moment, at the under six-minute time out of the first 
period? Probably not, especially knowing him because he really doesn’t 
share much to anyone. But I had to ask. His answer was, “Nope,” and he 
said it with a smile. I kind of moved on and let it be. I would say this about 
Gerard, he’s one that we’ve had such pleasant conversations, and I can 
tell there is a respect level off-camera. He’s just not someone who gives 
anything to media, and I don’t think I’m different. I try to do the best I can 
and try to squeeze the most out of him. But some guys just are who they 
are. 

Kaplan: There’s a group (that doesn’t like the interviews). I don’t know if 
it’s a majority, but it’s just the ones that you hear on Twitter often. My 
relationship with Twitter has been really interesting. As my platform is 
growing and my visibility has grown, I’ve had to protect my mental health. 
The one thing that they’ll say about the interviews is it’s intrusive. “I’m 
here to watch the game. I don’t want to be distracted from the game.” I’m 
like, OK, this is literally 90 seconds. We tape it in a commercial break. 
Yes, sometimes we have to go to two-box (on screen) if they drop the 
puck. We’ve never had it talk over a goal or really any significant moment 
whatsoever. So I find that argument to be pretty flimsy, quite honestly. 

We have to evolve, especially in hockey. The mantra from the league 
office down to grassroots levels is, “Grow the game, grow the game.” 
Well, the biggest issue in hockey is accessibility. It’s a tough sport to get 
into. It’s hard to watch on TV sometimes and follow the puck. It’s 
expensive. That limits a lot of families from getting to have their kids play. 
There’s so many accessibility issues. We’re bringing you closer to the 
game and inside the minds of these guys, introducing you to characters 
in the game, giving you something to root for, something to look for. I 
don’t think any of these coaching interviews are more than 90 seconds, 
so I don’t really see why so many people have an issue with it. I think it’s 
really unique access. I think it’s cool. Are you going to get a lot of 
clichés? Yeah, probably you’re going to get some.  

Kaplan: It’s not ESPN mandating me either, which I think is another 
misconception. There’s a league representative in our truck for every 
game. If I’m standing next to a player and I don’t have a mask on, they 
won’t even let us turn a camera on. 

On people critiquing her questions 

Kaplan: Something I hear is Emily Kaplan asks dumb questions and that 
infuriated me, because sometimes my questions might seem dumb, but 
it’s actually by design because my biggest pet peeve watching sideline 
reporters, and I don’t want to call anyone out, but sometimes I feel like 
they just want to flex their knowledge of how smart they are. “Here’s 
some long sentence about something I noticed that you’ll agree with and 
make me look good” is essentially the question. At ESPN we’re always 
told, lean, open, neutral (questions). No one’s there to see me. I’m just a 
vehicle to get people to show their opinion. So sometimes my questions 
are really basic and really short just to get them to open up. People are 
like, “Oh, she’s so dumb. Those are dumb questions.” Actually, it’s super 
calculated. 

On a professional whirlwind over the last three years 

Kaplan: For context: I was a writer for ESPN when we got the NHL rights. 
I raised my hand to my bosses and said I’d love to try sideline reporting. I 
think I’d be really good at it. If you can give me one or two games, it’d be 
sick. Then for me to be on the opening night broadcast between the 
benches, for me to be on the “A” broadcast team throughout the year and 
now to be the first person to interview the MVP, the captain, when the 
Stanley Cup is awarded, that all happened pretty fast. I’m trying to 
process that while also working as hard as I can to keep improving and 

savor the moment. I want to appreciate where I’m at. I’m 31 years old. 
Someone’s paying me to go around the country, cover hockey games, 
talk to these athletes, share that on the national audience, it’s pretty sick. 

I want to enjoy this ride. I think my confidence has been built up in the 
last couple of weeks just from colleagues and people I trust, people in the 
game, coaches, players that I know, owners sending me texts of 
affirmation that I’m doing a good job and that I’m authentically being 
myself. That’s the best feedback I can get. I do think next year I probably 
will be a bit more strategic because it’s so easy to fall back into that 
rabbit hole and let all of those thoughts creep in and then let that affect 
your work.” 

On whether hockey culture and representation in the sport is improving 

Kaplan: Shades of gray. But I do think we’re improving. I think there’s 
more allies than ever. I think it’s cooler to be an ally more than ever. One 
of the things hockey needs is to diversify. The same men came up 
through the same path and look exactly the same, those who got to 
positions of power. Now those men are realizing, “Oh, it actually makes 
me a better leader if I am more open-minded and more inclusive.” (Maple 
Leafs GM) Kyle Dubas was the one that brought in Hayley Wickenheiser 
(as head of player development). When I talked to him about it, he was 
like, “Well, if we’re only considering 50 percent of the population for this 
job, that’s a gross inefficiency.” 

I think of (Canucks president of hockey operations) Jim Rutherford. He 
honestly is my new hero because he’s getting his third opportunity to run 
a team as an old white guy who came through the same system and 
said, “You know how I’m going to do this a third time? I’m going to give 
an opportunity to these two women, Emilie Castonguay and Cammi 
Granato, in these high positions of power. They are both super qualified 
and I’m making them GMs.” Now that he did it, it’s a copycat league. So I 
think the fact that there’s so many allies out there is great. 

I do find that it’s a more and more welcoming place to women. The guys 
that I cover, in the conversations that I have for them, they’ve all been so 
respectful of me and respectful of the work that I do. I don’t really think 
they view gender as an aspect of my job. Yes, we’ve seen some horrific 
stories about hockey culture and abuse, hazing, racism, sexism, 
homophobia, those need to go away. But they will go away as long as we 
keep being open-minded as a group. I think that there’s more and more 
people willing to be open-minded, and that’s exciting. 

One of the most exciting parts of the NHL’s regular season — at least 
from this perspective — is the five-minute, 3-on-3 overtime period. It’s a 
great watch for viewers. With an eye toward attracting viewers who like 
speed and skating, 3ICE, a 3-on-3 hockey league, debuts Saturday at 
Orleans Arena in Las Vegas, and will run for nine weekends during the 
summer. Games will air on the CBS Sports Network, with the 
championship airing on the CBS broadcast network. The league will be 
available on ESPN International in more than 180 countries. 

Founder and CEO E.J. Johnston said in an email on Tuesday that it was 
very important for the startup league to find a linear television partner. 

“The media landscape has shifted dramatically, but traditional TV matters 
and will for a very long time, especially for sports,” Johnston said. “Our 
mission is to entertain as many people as we can around the world and 
to build a platform for brands to speak to as many people as possible, 
and traditional TV makes both of those possible.” 

The league lacks players that an average sports fan would know, but 
they do have five Hockey Hall of Famers as coaches including Guy 
Carbonneau, Grant Fuhr, Joe Mullen, Larry Murphy and Bryan Trottier 
(John LeClair, no slouch as a player, is the other coach). It’s never easy 
for new leagues to find traction, but one growth area to keep an eye on 
here would be the potential addition of 3-on-3 in the Winter Olympics. 

My colleagues Sam Stejskal, Paul Tenorio and Bill Shea wrote an 
incredibly comprehensive piece about MLS’ new broadcast deal with 
Apple that, according to industry sources, will see the tech giant pay the 
league a minimum of $2.5 billion over the next 10 years. I highly 
recommend reading it. 

On this subject, I checked in with Daniel Cohen, an executive vice 
president of global media rights consulting at Octagon and one of the 
foremost thinkers in the sports media rights space. 
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“This is one of the most balanced deals I’ve seen of late, where you can 
draw a line down the middle and say there are some clear wins and there 
are potential risks that could come back to bite MLS in the future,” Cohen 
said. “On the win front, it’s innovative. MLS has made a stake not just in 
the U.S. but globally. They’re going to try new things. They are aligned 
with the biggest, most successful company in the world. So from that 
perspective, that’s a win. It also is a win that they needed to do 
something different. Their partnership with ESPN and Fox was pecking 
along but not exponentially growing from either a cable or from a free-to-
air perspective. The local media business for MLS was broken. I do think 
that it’s also a positive on the money side overall. There were whispers 
and rumors MLS was originally going out and looking for $400 million 
(annually) and then that number went down to $300 million. I never saw 
$300 million as a possibility, solely based on the fact that they were 
losing the national team rights. It was not a $90 million deal before 
because some of that value was coming from national team rights. So 
this is a big increase and that’s significant. They’ll also get a little more 
from a linear deal but dramatically less so. 

“But now you get to the other side of the coin where you scratch your 
head a little bit and wonder how this will all play out on that. One, there’s 
a significant cost that a lot of folks in the industry are talking about which 
is production cost. They are bringing all production in-house. So 
something to watch is quality of production. Apple is going to want to do 
new things and new things usually cost more money. There’s no more 
regional broadcasts. What does that do from a local flavor perspective? 
Production is a big one for me. The second and probably more important 
is the exposure piece. This is a 27-year-old product. This is not a 100-
plus-year-old product that’s trying out new things. They need to build 
fandom. The devil will be in the details regarding what sort of linear 
simulcast they can work out. If they’re not getting two or three matches a 
week on free-to-air, I’m concerned about this deal. I’m concerned about 
the growth and the impact that this deal has on the growth of fandom for 
Major League Soccer. Because these are not household names yet.” 

My next podcast: Why Jack Del Rio was fined and Deshaun Watson’s 
legal issues, a conversation with Michael McCann, legal analyst and 
senior sports legal reporter at Sportico and a professor of law at the 
University of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law, where he is 
director of the Sports and Entertainment Law Institute. You can listen 
here when it comes out on Thursday. 
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NHL style power rankings: Man buns, paisley ties and more playoff 
trends 

 

Sara Civian 

6-7 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

We’ve learned a lot together in the inaugural season of the NHL style 
power rankings. 

Cole Caufield taught us that sometimes the vice versa of “look good, play 
good” is also true: playing good can give you enough confidence to pull 
off the looks you always had in you. And as much as we joke around 
here, feeling good and self-expression is what this is all really about. 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare taught us plenty, but there were two big 
lessons: 1) “If you own it, you can make anything look pretty good,” and 
2) It’s always no socks season in Tampa Bay. “I have nice ankles, I have 
to show them off,” he told us. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs taught us that old, original six Canadian team 
habits tend to die hard. Even though they loosened their dress code for a 
while there and have some of the biggest fashion icons in the league, we 
never got a crumb of style content from their social accounts. Then one 

Mitch Marner Mickey Mouse T-Shirt ruined it all and they went back to a 
strict dress code. 

Shrug. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs thus far have taught us an unexpected lesson. 
Maybe it’s the every other day cadence of the 2022 playoffs or maybe 
some guys have lucky suits (looking at you, Mikhail Sergachev) or maybe 
there are just bigger fish to fry, but the fashion hasn’t been as on point as 
I expected. For whatever reason, the guys generally haven’t been saving 
their best for last this season. 

The league is looking sharp as a whole, and those who usually don’t 
dabble in fashion are definitely trying harder, but the individual heavy 
hitters aren’t really hitting as heavy as we fashion enthusiasts expect. 

You know who is, though? The coaches. 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said during the Canes’ run that 
in some ways it’s harder to coach than it is to play during the playoffs 
because you have less control over the outcome. It seems like he and a 
few others channeled that energy into their suit games. 

We’ll take it. 

And at the end of the playoffs, we’ll review the season as a whole and 
see who racked up the most style rankings appearances. Maybe Dom 
will even make us a chart. 

For now, let’s see who shone in the spotlight of the playoffs leading up to 
the Stanley Cup Final, and let’s hope some of the Lightning and 
Avalanche players were just holding out for the biggest stage. 

10. Rod Brind’Amour 

The Canes were one of the best-dressed teams of the playoffs, so I can’t 
give them too much grief for giving Brind’Amour grief over his tie 
selection. But Brind’Amour really went for it this offseason, with multiple 
paisley ties that he confirmed to me he picked out himself (this is serious 
stuff, folks!). 

A picture from Brind’Amour’s draft day actually surfaced over the 
weekend, and it seems like he was always ahead of his time. 

9. Radko Gudas 

This is the worst! It is so bad! I love it! 

8. David Pastrnak 

I can’t lie: Pastrnak let me down with the fits this postseason. But the 
Bruins only went one round, so maybe he had more up his sleeve for 
later that he’ll now save for next season. Regardless, Pasta at his most 
understated is still running laps around most of the league. It was clearly 
more about the details for him during this playoff run. I love the glasses 
selections in both pictures. 

7. Jared Bednar 

Other than Alex Newhook (who is pictured in the first slide), it feels like 
Avalanche coach Bednar (third slide) is the only one who knows how to 
dress around there. This man just walked off the set of “Mad Men” and 
you can’t convince me otherwise. 

6. Quinton Byfield 

I’m annoyed at the Kings for scratching Byfield, because he’s a great 
young player, sure. But more importantly, the people needed to see the 
rest of his fits. 

5. Steven Stamkos 

Stamkos is obviously a veteran when it comes to playoff suits, and he’s 
been in prime watch-commercial form since Day 1 of the 2022 
postseason. My only complaint with him is this is all a little too 
predictable, but I guess that’s what happens when you’re going for your 
third Cup in a row. 

4. Kasperi Kapanen 
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Well, well, well. The Penguins finally gave us a good picture of a 
Kapanen outfit, and he’s immediately in the top five. Love the twist with a 
pop of a unique color on a classic three-piece. Love the pop of purple. 

3. Max Domi 

Green is unequivocally the color of the year in the fashion world, and 
Domi rolled through the playoffs with two Game 7 goals and two green 
suits. Mint and forest? In this economy?! I love that he clearly found his 
color, and I love the variety in his wardrobe as a whole. He also went for 
velvet in the Carolina heat and traveled to New York City in pinstripes. 
Power moves only. 

2. Zack Bogosian 

Maybe there are so many Lightning players with great fashion sense that 
I have just ignored him, but I would like to apologize to Bogosian for just 
now realizing he’s got great style. The Lightning are really burying the 
lede here, and the lede is Bogosian styling his man bun. 

You might be down in the Lightning’s fashion depth charts, Zach, but 
you’re number two in our hearts. 

1. K’Andre Miller 

Even the drink matches! 

And Miller’s playoff looks bring us back to Bellemare’s wise words: Own 
it. 
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How Conor Geekie’s small-town farm upbringing led him to the 2022 
NHL Draft 

 

Scott Wheeler 

17-21 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

A three-hour drive west of Winnipeg, as highway 16 veers north and west 
towards Manitoba’s border with Saskatchewan, you can blink and miss a 
town called Strathclair. 

One of its locals just calls it Strath and he says with a wide smile that its 
Main Street is “bumping.” Then he tells you he’s just kidding — the 
town’s so small that he can tell you each one of its buildings. 

“It’s pretty easy to describe,” he says, chuckling. 

There’s the tiny grocery store, the post office, the local credit union, a 
two-story faceless beige motel, a bar, a community centre, a school, and 
a hockey — and curling! — rink. That’s it. Eight buildings. 

The school is the first thing you see when you enter town. It’s a nice brick 
building, he says, and it looks from the outside exactly like you think it 
does on the inside — there’s one hallway. 

The rink, this local teenager adds, is the “big tin barn looking thing” called 
the Strathclair Community Arena, with its name painted on a wood board 
and nailed into the side. 

The nearest place to go shopping, or even out for dinner, he says, is an 
hour south in Brandon, Manitoba, the province’s second-largest city, with 
its population of a little more than 51,000. 

Strathclair’s population is 709 according to the last census, but he says 
that includes the whole municipality and the town itself is home to around 
120 people (rumour has it that number has risen to 137). 

His family makes up a decent percentage of that number. They’re the 
Geekies and he’s Conor, and they all live on a 27-acre farm property five 
minutes out of town. 

“It’s not too much. But for what my uncle did coming up from pretty much 
the ground up, it’s something pretty special,” Conor said. 

On the land, his “uncle and auntie” have one yard, which Conor calls the 
“new yard.” His parents, Craig (a former junior hockey defenceman for 
the Wheat Kings in Brandon) and Tobi, live in the “old yard” (where his 
grandparents used to live). 

Craig works in farm equipment sales, while Tobi works on “the 
electronics side of things at a bank” (“she’ll get mad because I still don’t 
know the actual name,” he confesses). 

Conor is the youngest of Craig and Tobi’s three boys. His oldest brother, 
23-year-old Morgan, was a third-round pick of the Carolina Hurricanes in 
2017 and played last season for the Seattle Kraken after he was selected 
in the expansion draft. The middle boy, 21-year-old Noah, played AAA 
hockey growing up but now plays Division II baseball as an outfielder and 
left-handed pitcher at Emporia State University in Emporia, Kansas. 

He’ll follow in Morgan’s footsteps, and might surpass him as little 
brothers often do. 

Conor’s NHL Central Scouting’s No. 5-ranked North American skater for 
the 2022 NHL Draft, a 6-foot-3, 196-pound centre with a farmer’s big 
personality and a unique game that makes perfect sense when you 
understand where it came from. 

Growing up, all three Geekie boys played hockey in the winters and 
baseball in the summers. 

When they weren’t playing sports, they were working the farm. 

“When you go through and you work on the farm, it’s kind of like life 
outside of hockey and it means a lot to be able to go to see my aunt and 
uncles on my farm, to be able to chip in, and to drive the combine or the 
grain truck or whatever it may be,” Conor said. “I think it’ll be something 
that I’ll always cherish and it kind of makes me who I am.” 

In the winters, they spent so much time at the arena in town that they 
always had a key to the rink. Craig was a member of the rink’s board and 
became what his youngest son describes as its caretaker, flooding the 
ice on its old tractor and helping out with maintenance wherever he could 
(often while his boys played shinny against one another or with their 
buddies). 

The rink? 

“It was cold. It was a literal barn,” Conor said. “It wasn’t the nicest rink. 
There’s probably some cattle in there right now.” 

Following in his brothers’ trails to the rink, Conor took to the sport 
naturally and became the local team’s best player. When they’d travel to 
neighbouring towns and communities to play games, eyebrows would 
raise when they had just 10 players (three boys and seven girls, which 
Conor says took four towns to muster up). Then they’d beat everybody, 
with the three boys playing defence and the seven girls at forward. 

“You go into a rink and people are wondering what the heck is going on. 
My minor hockey sums up my style of play. It made me who I am. We got 
creative with us three boys on defence, whether it was trying to get this 
person to hit it off their skate to get an assist, little quirks like that,” Conor 
said. 

Following in his brothers’ footsteps eventually included following in his 
dad’s, too. When he outgrew the local minor hockey team and the WHL 
Draft neared, he joined the nearby Yellowhead Chiefs AAA team 20 
minutes down the road. 

The Chiefs, who Conor says cover a huge area to get enough players to 
ice a competitive AAA team, were the same team that his dad played for 
nearly 30 years earlier, and that his brothers both played for before he 
did. 

His decision to play for them isn’t one that’s commonly made by players 
of his notoriety at that age though, with the vast majority of the WHL’s top 
draft picks now funneling into and out of prep schools. 

“I’ve always wanted to stay home. I never wanted to go to a prep school 
or an academy,” he said. “There’s not too many people that have the 
chance to come out of a town of 120 people and do what I’m doing, so 
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obviously I take that pretty seriously. I’m very thankful that I have the 
ability to do that.” 

Conor also held onto baseball much longer than most other multi-sport 
hockey players do, playing at Manitoba’s top level and competing with 
the provincial team until he was 16. 

But when he was selected by the Winnipeg Ice with the No. 2 pick in the 
2019 WHL bantam draft, after posting 49 goals and 86 points in just 31 
games in his second season with the Chiefs’ under-15 team, he knew his 
ball-playing days were going to be numbered. 

(He’d previously scored 38 goals and 68 points to lead the team in 
scoring as an underager before sticking around with his own age group 
to lead Manitoba’s AAA circuit in goals and points.) 

He calls letting go of baseball to pursue hockey one of the hardest things 
he’s ever had to do. 

“I played every sport I could growing up because if everyone didn’t play, 
the town didn’t have a team. But baseball was my passion. And baseball 
started when I was really young. I loved it and everyone knows how hard 
it is letting something you love go,” Conor said. 

All of that time playing different sports (as well as his family’s genes) 
showed a natural athleticism which was clear as day to everyone who 
came across him, including a new head coach when he returned 
following the WHL draft to the Chiefs for one last year of minor hockey — 
this time with its U18 team at 15. 

That year, Craig was his assistant coach and his head coach, Chad 
Facey (who is now an assistant with the MJHL’s Dauphin Kings), had 
also coached Morgan and knew the family quite well through inlaws who 
grew up in their circle (as most people from the area did). Conor, Facey 
quickly realized, was the best athlete of the family’s three “fantastic all-
around athletes.” From behind the bench, there was no wondering why 
he was also a star baseball, badminton, and volleyball player in the area. 
It was obvious. 

“He can do it all,” Facey said. “I remember that year they needed one 
more for curling to go to zone tryouts so he took up curling for the winter 
and helped them do it. He’d do anything and try anything. And he 
seemed to be successful at whatever he did.” 

On the ice, Conor was a star, and would post 35 points in 26 games 
under Facey, winning Manitoba’s U18 circuit’s rookie of the year award 
while making his allotted number of WHL appearances as a 15-year-old, 
before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

“When I got a hold of him, he was a big kid already. He was already well 
over six feet. And his hockey IQ was something that was really unique. 
He knew where he needed to be, he knew what needed to be done, and 
he had more than enough confidence to try anything,” Facey said. 
“Sometimes it maybe wasn’t the best situation but he learned from it. He 
might try to make a play that might make a coach pull his hair out but 
nine times out of 10 he would make it and the one time he would learn 
from it. Ninety-nine percent of the time he’d pull the play off and if he did 
make a mistake, he was more than willing to accept it.” 

Some of those gifts were gifts that his NHL-bound older brother didn’t 
have at the same age, too. 

“Conor’s a little more gifted skating-wise than Morgan was at the same 
age. Morgan worked very hard to get to where he is, definitely. I would 
say Conor shows the enjoyment and the joking around on the ice more 
than Morgan. Morgan was very business out there,” Facey said. “You 
see a lot of the rest is similar when they skate. When they skate, they just 
have this similar look. They both have remarkable shots. And just their 
hockey IQ, it was through the roof. I had the fortune to coach Travis 
Sanheim as well and I would say those three have the best hockey IQ 
I’ve seen.” 

Away from the ice, or the court, or the diamond, he also lit up everywhere 
he went with that same confidence, evident in his infectious, talkative 
personality. 

“He loves to have a lot of fun on the ice. You can see that at any level he 
plays. He enjoyed being there. Practices, games, his mentality doesn’t 
change. He’s there, he has a great time,” Facey said. “But he puts the 
work in too. He’s a hardworking kid, he comes from a very small town in 

Strath, and it’s great that he stuck around and did it on his own terms. I 
have nothing but great things to say about him. He worked hard, he gave 
me everything he had, and he comes to the rink with a smile on his face 
and enjoys being there.” 

In Winnipeg, when he finally joined the ice full time for his COVID-
shortened rookie season in 2020-21, they saw the on-ice confidence and 
skill, and off-ice personality, immediately. 

Conor didn’t play or behave like most 16-year-old rookies. 

As a player, he was big but also ultra-talented, with an uncanny knack for 
hanging onto the puck and making plays. 

He was also successful right away, leading all 2022 NHL Draft-eligible 
WHL players in scoring with 23 points in 24 games and points per game 
(0.96). 

“He’s a big, lanky kid who has a great shot and can make plays. Conor’s 
a guy who is just figuring out his body and learning how to use his body. 
But there’s times in a game where he’ll make some special plays. When I 
look at a guy like Conor, you see that there’s a lot of potential and a lot of 
growth and development left in his game,” said Ice head coach James 
Patrick. 

But there was also some adjusting that needed to happen. Conor was 
behind his peers in his understanding of systems, had to learn how to 
play both ends as a centre, and needed to break some of the bad habits 
he’d developed in his unique hockey path to that point. 

“There’s the good and the bad that comes from (where he came from). 
When he first joined us, he was used to taking three-minute shifts and 
that doesn’t work in our league,” Patrick said, chuckling. “But at the same 
time, he’s got great stamina. He’s built that way where he’s one of those 
kids who doesn’t get tired. He can stay on the ice a long time. And even 
in our fitness testing, he’s always up there in our endurance testing.” 

Off the ice, there was no such adjustment period. 

“Conor loves being the centre of attention,” Patrick said. “Conor is 
definitely someone who likes to have fun. He’s a central part of our 
dressing room. You’re knowing he’s there. He’s a really popular guy. And 
where he came from kind of affected his hockey and how he socially fits 
on the team. And also being the younger boy of older brothers maybe led 
to him wanting to stand out in his own right. Growing up where he did 
and playing on the team that he played on, with his dad coaching, it all 
shaped who he is today. It definitely bred some individuality because he 
is very unique.” 

When asked about his talked-about personality, Conor jokes that he’s not 
shy and says that it, like everything about him, comes from Strathclair — 
on the farm and in that tin barn rink with his big brothers. ‘ 

“Growing up as the youngest child to two older brothers, you can 
definitely see that in my game a little bit, being the youngest and running 
my mouth and chirping guys,” Conor said. “But I just give thanks to 
Morgan for going through it and even Noah choosing baseball was a big 
thing for me because I understood that you can be yourself and you don’t 
have to follow everyone else. But then when Morgan did it and went 
through it, I always wanted to get bragging rights over him to see what I 
could do and now I’m just looking forward to hopefully playing against 
him some time.” 

By the time his draft year rolled around, the combination of Conor’s size, 
skill, production, and position had NHL scouts excited about him as one 
of the very best 2004-born prospects in the world. 

In his return to Winnipeg, he joined a loaded, championship-contending 
team, centering one of its top three lines from start to finish and playing 
on a crowded power-play unit. 

In January, NHL Central Scouting ranked him as their No. 4 North 
American skater for the 2022 draft. In March, he helped Team White to a 
3-1 win at the CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game. 

At year’s end, Conor had posted 70 points in 63 games, good for third 
among 2022 draft-eligible players this time around, behind only his 
teammate, Matt Savoie (who’d been taken with the No. 1 pick in the 2019 
WHL Bantam draft directly in front of him) and Moose Jaw star Jagger 
Firkus. He then posted another 11 points in 15 playoff games, playing 
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primarily on a “third line” with Savoie and top 2023 prospect Zach 
Benson (the Ice put a 20-year-old line and 19-year-old line together and 
moved Savoie from centre to the wing to create mismatches for their 
young trio of top prospects). 

Throughout, Conor never changed the way that he played. 

“He’s one of those kids who likes to have the puck and hold onto the 
puck. As a big body, he has really come a long way as far as protecting 
pucks and hanging onto pucks. And at the same time, he can make plays 
when plays are there to be made,” Patrick said. 

Added Savoie: “The way that Geeks possesses the puck and controls the 
game, he’s a big strong guy but he likes to have the puck on his stick. He 
likes to make plays out there. It’s fun to watch.” 

By June, he was being trotted out as one of the faces of the NHL’s 
Scouting Combine in Buffalo. 

Director of NHL Central Scouting Dan Marr says he deserves that. 

“He’s got that compete game, that net-front game, he’s good one-on-one 
down low, and he’s just got that battle game that comes with the size. All 
he needs right now is the strength. And if you’ve met him, he certainly 
has the confidence,” Marr said. 

“His skating remains a work in progress but we look at what the players 
do well and his skating’s not going to get any worse, it’s only going to 
improve. And we can definitely factor in that he’s going to get stronger. 
Then when he gets some proper coaching and gets some help with his 
technique, then his skating is only going to improve. But his skating is not 
a liability. His skating doesn’t stop him from going out, playing his game 
and getting the job done.” 

Conor thinks he deserves it too. 

“Everyone has their opinion. I have my beliefs and my passion. The 
offensive zone is where I shine with my IQ and my vision. I think my 
shot’s up there too. I may not be the fastest skater but with my IQ I try to 
make sure I’m in the right spots,” he said. “I’m a smart, high IQ with good 
vision type of player. I’ve obviously got a pretty big body so I try to use 
that to my advantage but my shot and my IQ and my vision are definitely 
my strong suits. I want to work on my skating. Being a bigger guy, I’m 
trying to catch up to my body. It’s still coming. I compare myself to Leon 
Draisaitl for the skill side of things and maybe a Joe Thornton for the 
physicalness and the big body.” 

In the lead-up to his draft day in Montreal, when NHL clubs would ask 
Conor about where he comes from and he’d tell them the population of 
Strathclair, their eyebrows would raise just like those of opposing minor 
hockey teams did back in the day. 

He’s still best buds with his two old defence partners from that team. 

One of the guys is now playing baseball at the Muskoka Outlaws 
Baseball Academy, which just opened its doors in 2021 in Bracebridge, 
Ont. The other is a “classic small-town farm kid” who will never leave 
Strathclair. 

It’s not lost on him that were it not for Morgan and Noah, he may have 
travelled down one of those paths himself. 

“Watching my two older brothers growing up, I always wanted to be like 
them. I had that competitive third child gene. I was trying to surpass 
them. And along the way they taught me hard work and humbleness. The 
biggest challenge was almost maturing. When you’re from a small town, 
you’ve got to get used to players being better than you,” Conor said. “And 
my dad, my grandma, my grandpa, they all chipped in too. Whether it’s 
making me a pre-game meal or driving me to the rink, all of that stuff 
adds up.” 

At the combine in Buffalo, Conor told teams that he still plays a little 
senior baseball in the offseason and doesn’t plan to stop. 

He also told them that there are two things that made him: family and 
Strathclair. 

He’s proud of where he comes from. 

“It’s definitely the small-town feeling. That’s what makes the town so 
special. There are a select few things and if you want to know something 

about Strath, you drive through it and even if people don’t know you you’ll 
always get a wave,” Conor said. 

“I think that’s pretty cool.” 

With reporting in Kitchener, Ont., and Buffalo. 
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How Sportsnet embraced sports betting ads, and how long they’ll 
bombard your TV 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

10-13 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

Dave Hodge, the former host of “Hockey Night in Canada,” made it clear 
he did not want to sound like he was preaching. He was talking about 
sports betting, and how he might have reacted if the executives had tried 
to insert sponsored gambling content into the intermission show when he 
still held the main chair. 

“I would stand up and say, ‘It goes, or I go.’” 

Hodge chuckled. 

“I know of where I speak with taking a stance like that,” he said. “But 
think of what would happen if I did that: One way or the other, I’m a hero. 
Either I get rid of it, and everybody applauds. Or I lose my job, and 
everybody applauds because I took a stand that is as popular as it 
seems to be.” 

Single-event sports betting became legal in Canada last year, and when 
the market opened in Ontario in April, sportsbooks flooded the airwaves 
with advertising. As a result, viewers can seemingly spend just as much 
time with gambling content as with the hockey or baseball game they 
tuned in to watch. 

It has provided an infusion of fresh revenue to Sportsnet and TSN, which 
have grappled with respective rounds of cost-cutting and significant staff 
reductions over the last three years. Experts say that wave of advertising 
will recede as a smaller number of sportsbooks assert their dominance in 
the market, but the rush for consumers could last for at least another 
year or more. 

Meanwhile, many Canadian viewers continue to lodge their complaints 
through social media, and some who work in mental health and addiction 
worry the constant drumbeat of gambling ads will reach those already at 
risk of developing financially ruinous problems. 

Hodge was among the Canadian viewers who complained online, and 
called the ads an “annoyance” in an interview. He left “Hockey Night” 
after protesting programming decisions made by the CBC in 1987, and 
he said he was lately most concerned with how the show has wedged 
gambling into intermission. 

“It’s prostitution of what should be valuable time — especially on ‘Hockey 
Night in Canada’ — to do what that show is supposed to do,” said Hodge. 
“And this isn’t what it’s supposed to do.” 

Scott Moore saw this coming. He is the former president of Sportsnet, 
and in remarks made to a sports business conference in Toronto last fall, 
he cautioned broadcast executives against overwhelming their non-
betting viewers with content designed around gambling. 

“It’s an interesting challenge, because there’s so much sponsorship and 
advertising dollars to be made right now,” Moore said in an interview. “It 
would take a very disciplined approach to say ‘no’ to it when you’ve come 
through a couple of years of lean advertising markets.” 

With so many companies racing into Ontario, he said: “It’s the Klondike.” 
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Both Canadian sports networks had spent years developing plans on 
how best to mine that new money, with then-Rogers Sports & Media 
president Jordan Banks publicly supporting the bill that would come to 
overhaul Canada’s relationship with sports betting. Two years ago, 
Banks said Bill C-218 would help “change the experience” of watching 
live sports. 

The bill was put forward by Kevin Waugh, a Conservative Member of 
Parliament from Saskatoon, and it would ultimately allow Canadians to 
bet on the outcome of a single game — or an event within a game — 
through legal means. (Plenty of Canadians were already betting, but 
using offshore companies.) 

It became law last August, and provinces were given the authority to 
choose how the programs would be administered within their own 
borders. Just as the land rush was about to officially open in Ontario, 
Sam Nasrawi, the senior director of original content for Sportsnet, told 
the Toronto Star: “This is the first phase, and our approach will be very 
light.” 

In June, the CBC quoted Waugh, the politician behind the new law, 
describing the volume of ads for sports betting as “a little excessive” 
while saying he was “totally shocked” that active athletes would sign 
endorsement deals with sportsbooks. (Waugh’s office did not respond to 
an email request for an interview from The Athletic.) 

During Game 5 of the NHL Eastern Conference finals between the New 
York Rangers and the Tampa Bay Lightning, Sportsnet aired six 
promotional spots for Bet365 — from its pre-game show to intermission 
— over the span of 90 minutes. 

Veteran hockey journalist Ken Campbell recently charted two nights of 
the network’s live hockey programming. He reported sports betting ads 
filled about 12 per cent of commercial inventory for Sportstnet’s hockey 
broadcasts. 

Sportsnet declined an interview request from The Athletic. In an emailed 
statement, a spokesperson said “the sports betting industry is heavily 
regulated, and as broadcasters it is our top priority to ensure we comply 
with all regulations that have been put forth.” 

The network did not respond to a question asking whether the gambling-
focused intermission segment is part of an editorial decision at Sportsnet, 
or sponsored content. The segment features the well-known Canadian 
sports personality Cabral (Cabbie) Richards discussing betting-related 
elements of the game. 

Chris Grove is a betting industry analyst, investor and partner emeritus at 
Eilers & Krejcik Gaming, a California-based company offering research 
and consulting services. He said there is pressure on the sportsbooks to 
reach a new customer first, because it is easier than wrestling an existing 
customer from a competing service. 

“You’re probably likely to see elevated advertising for the next year or 
two,” said Grove. “You’ll still see consistent advertising after that, but 
you’ll likely see it start to taper off once it becomes a little clearer who’s 
winning share.” 

Companies are not allowed by law to offer financial incentives to viewers 
in Ontario. Grove said that could ultimately lead sportsbooks to spend 
more money on advertising: “You’re really going to need to rely on a 
consumer’s familiarity with the brand and keeping the brand front of mind 
to convert them, versus just competing on price alone, which is a little bit 
more of a blunt marketing tool.” 

The impact of the advertising on a program such as “Hockey Night” 
reaches beyond Ontario’s borders, and when they reach Alberta, Steve 
Lautischer considers them to be illegal. 

Lautischer is vice-president, gaming, with Alberta Gaming, Liquor and 
Cannabis, a government agency that oversees the industry in that 
province. He said outside companies looking to win Albertans as new 
customers are “illegal operators,” because “they don’t have the right to be 
selling bets into Alberta.” 

“We’re looking at potential options to figure out how to discourage the 
use of the unregulated illegal market sites, and the advertising,” said 
Lautischer. “We’re assessing the situation and trying to figure out exactly 
what is the right path forward.” 

Dr. Jeff Derevensky is concerned where the path might lead those at risk 
for developing a problem with gambling. He is a professor in the 
department of psychiatry at McGill University, in Montreal, and he is 
director of the International Centre for Youth Gambling Problems and 
High-Risk Behaviours. 

Young males are more likely to bet on sports, he said, because they think 
they have special expertise in the games on which they bet. Derevensky 
said problem gambling is a progressive disorder, meaning the financial 
stakes are not necessarily critical after one bet, but as part of an 
escalating series of wagers. 

“I think the long-term implication is that we’re going to see a lot more 
people, over time, with gambling-related problems,” he said. “Those 
gambling-related problems are not just financial in nature, but also in 
terms of relationships that people have.” 

The proliferation of advertising normalizes the industry, he said. 

“I think it is going to be a huge problem,” said Derevensky. “And our 
governments are really excited about the revenues that are being 
generated as a result of sports wagering.” 

Dr. Lia Nower is a professor at Rutgers University, in New Jersey, and is 
also director of the Center for Gambling Studies & Addiction Counselor 
Training. As sports wagering becomes mainstream, she said more 
underaged children are accessing the sportsbooks using a parent’s credit 
card. 

“It’s the parents that are typically the problem,” she said. 

In New Jersey, she said five per cent of internet gamblers place 65 per 
cent of the wagers, and 75 per cent of the bets. The advent of single-
event sports betting — and betting on events within a game, in real time 
— is a “dangerous form of sports wagering,” she said, because it is “tied 
to impulsivity.” 

“I can be sitting in my family room, on my phone, wagering away my 
house, my cars, my child’s education while my child is watching a Disney 
movie,” she said. “I can completely hide the devastation that I’m causing 
until there’s no way out of it.” 

Marriages can dissolve. Lives can be lost. 

“It has the highest suicide rate of any addiction,” said Nower. 

Shauna Altrogge has spoken with gamblers who describe an array of 
physical and mental ailments tied to their problem. She is director of the 
Gambling Awareness Program with the Canadian Mental Health 
Association’s Saskatchewan division, and says headaches, 
gastrointestinal issues and insomnia appear along with anxiety. 

Across the province, she said only about five per cent of those who 
gamble are at risk of developing a problem, and about 0.8 per cent would 
be considered problem gamblers. That percentage still accounts for 
thousands of Saskatchewan residents, she said. 

“I think there’s cause for concern there,” said Altrogge. “We need to start 
paying a little bit more attention to what we’re seeing on TV, and maybe 
there needs to be some stricter guidelines and perhaps legislation 
around allowing the quantity of ads we’re starting to see.” 

Hodge, the former host of “Hockey Night,” said he was at a Blue Jays 
game earlier this season. Not far from where he was sitting, he saw a 
young man who appeared to be making in-game bets on his phone, 
paying far more attention to the status of his financial stake than the 
scoreboard in the stadium. 

He wonders how sports betting might change the relationship fans have 
with the sports they watch. 

“If you couldn’t bet, would you go to a racetrack and watch the horses 
run?” he said. “That so-called sport strictly exists for betting. With hockey 
and baseball and football and basketball and soccer, what if they became 
horse racing, and the only reason to be interested was to bet? 

“Maybe that’s imagining a landscape that would never occur, but I think 
we’re at least starting down that road.” 
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2022 NHL Draft: Logan Cooley deserves to be in the conversation for the 
No. 1 pick 

 

Arpon Basu 

11-14 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

Logan Cooley is the clear underdog in this three-man race for the top of 
the NHL draft board. 

Shane Wright and Juraj Slafkovsky appear to be the frontrunners for very 
different reasons, Wright for his sound two-way game, his high hockey 
IQ, the efficiency in his game and Slafkovsky for the spectacular nature 
of his game, his combination of size and skill that makes him a potential 
game-breaker that can physically impose his will on the opposition. 
Wright has the high floor, all but assured of being a very good to 
excellent NHL centre, while Slafkovsky has the high ceiling, the potential 
to be a superstar while carrying the risk his game simply doesn’t translate 
to the NHL. 

Cooley, in some ways, is like a combination of the two. He can play a 
sound two-way game like Wright and display the spectacular flashes of 
Slafkovsky. He kills penalties, quarterbacks the power play, has a 
physical edge to his game and generates offence at five-on-five. 

So, what gives? Why is a player who embodies some of the better 
elements of the two players above him in most rankings find himself 
running third? One reason might be just how strong his frequent 
linemates were at the U.S. NTDP, spending a lot of time playing with 
Cutter Gauthier and Jimmy Snuggerud, a sure lottery pick next month 
and another very likely first-round pick. Though Cooley was clearly a 
driver on the line, this might be seen as a knock against him. 

The only other reason I can come up with is his size. At 5-foot-10, 180 
pounds, Cooley does not have the build of a successful NHL centre, 
trailing Wright by a couple of inches and 20 pounds. If he’s not ultimately 
a centre at the NHL level — something Cooley, by the way, is not all that 
open to, pushing back hard on the notion and pointing to how Jack 
Hughes started on the wing before moving back to centre as something 
he could do — then he would clearly be behind Slafkovsky as the top 
winger in the draft for the same reason. Slafkovsky’s size and skill and 
nastiness combination gives him unicorn potential. Cooley doesn’t have 
that. 

And that’s probably what is holding Cooley back here, people focusing on 
what he doesn’t have compared to the other two in the race. But what he 
does have is also worth noting, and it’s an impressive package of skills, 
dynamic tendencies and — most of all — utter competitiveness. 
Offensively and defensively, Cooley competes all over the ice, and often 
plays far bigger than his size as a result. 

We had the unique opportunity, after watching video of Cooley’s games 
from various points in the regular season, to actually have him comment 
on some of our observations of the strengths and weaknesses in his 
game. 

Cooley often makes this aspect of his game impossible to ignore. There 
is almost always a shift where Cooley decides he’s going to make 
something happen. And when he makes that decision, he often follows 
through on it. 

This encapsulates the mentality well. It is late in the gold medal game at 
the Under-18 world championship, his team is down two goals, and none 
of his teammates are really moving with the same urgency as he is, so 
Cooley decides to go in alone on FIVE defenders and manages to draw a 
penalty. 

Though the game situation is what made this play extraordinary, this is 
something Cooley did relatively often. A wall of opposing players doesn’t 
seem to deter him much. 

“I’ve always just been a pretty skilled forward,” Cooley said. “I work on a 
lot of skills during the summer. I like to be a guy that isn’t afraid to try 
risky plays, a guy like (Trevor) Zegras is someone I like to watch because 
he plays the game a fun way. I like the way he makes plays and does the 
Michigan and stuff like that. I think it’s pretty cool.” 

Cooley definitely isn’t afraid to try risky plays, and that can sometimes be 
an issue too. 

Or here, in the third period of a tie game behind his own net. 

“That’s definitely something I think I need to work on and find more of a 
balance of when to use my skill and when not to use it,” Cooley admitted. 
“I think when I have the chance to take someone one-on-one and beat 
someone, that’s when I should use it. When there’s two guys in front of 
me and I’m kind of stuck, not try to force a play. So I think it’s just trying 
to find a balance of when to use it and when not to.” 

This is kind of what separates Cooley from Wright. While Wright might 
not often — or ever — rush the puck into the teeth of the defence like 
Cooley does, there’s a reason for that. Because it’s a low percentage 
play, and Wright doesn’t do low percentage. But on the other hand, you 
like to see confidence in a player thinking he can beat those 
percentages, that he has the skill to make it work regardless of the odds 
of success. When a player doesn’t take those risks, like Wright, you are 
less likely to see mistakes. But you are also less likely to see something 
spectacular. 

Something like this. 

Playing bigger than his size 

Cooley might not be overly big, but he rarely takes that into account 
when engaging in battle situations. He goes in as if he were four inches 
taller and 40 pounds heavier than he is. 

He’ll do it in the defensive zone as well. 

These are only two examples, but with the way Cooley consistently goes 
to the front of the net and battles to maintain position there, the way he is 
able to absorb contact and protect the puck with his body, it is difficult to 
say he plays a small game. What would be easy to question as a scout, 
however, is to what extent Cooley can be effective playing this way 
against NHL competition and NHL-sized players. 

The following section kind of encapsulates this problem. 

Making plays as he falls 

There are two sides to this. On the one hand, Cooley is masterful at 
making plays while on the ice. He does it a lot and manages to find holes 
in the defence because they are not expecting him to be able to make a 
play. This is what makes Cooley a dynamic player, the imagination, the 
competitiveness and the ability to make plays you don’t expect him to 
make. 

Sometimes he even gets a scoring chance for himself in this situation. 

“I don’t really pay attention to that too much, it’s just kind of an instinct 
thing,” Cooley said. “I think I’m a skilled guy who likes to work on my 
skills. In that situation, I want to be able to make plays when I’m on the 
ground, make plays whenever I can.” 

But the more you see it happen, the more you realize Cooley is falling 
pretty often as well. And if he’s falling at this level, it would be fair to 
wonder how often he will manage to stay on his skates at the next level. 

“I think it definitely comes with more strength,” Cooley countered. “As I 
keep maturing into my body, I don’t think it will be an issue after that.” 

The thinking side of the game 

Cooley might not have quite the same hockey IQ as Wright in terms of 
being a two-way player, but he cares about the areas of the game where 
hockey intelligence matters. Cooley is strong when it comes to getting 
back defensively and finding teammates on the ice. Wright might be 
stronger, his processor might be a bit quicker, but Cooley has those 
abilities to go with the dynamic elements he displays with more frequency 
than Wright. 
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This is a good example from the All-American game where Cooley’s 
defensive play led to him creating a good offensive chance with speed 
and will. This is how Cooley competes. 

Or here in the gold medal game at the U18 worlds. 

At the other end of the ice, Cooley can make high-end thinking plays with 
the game on the line by turning down a pretty good one-timer chance to 
make a better play for a teammate. 

Same here where he sets up two very good scoring chances in the gold 
medal game at the U18 worlds within seconds of each other. 

“Scouts know when you’re being a selfish player, and that’s not who I am 
at all,” Cooley said. “Using your teammates and finding open ice is the 
way that hockey’s played, playing a mature game is what they’re looking 
for and that’s what I try to do.” 

Then there’s thinking on the forecheck, which only becomes more 
important at the NHL level as you play on teams that don’t have the puck 
quite as often as Cooley’s team did. There were numerous examples of 
Cooley’s comprehension of timing and routes that make forechecking a 
strong element of his game. Again, maybe not quite as strong as Wright, 
but strong nonetheless. 

Sometimes, that can look as simple as making a good read while the 
opposition is trying to break out. 

But other times, it can combine with Cooley’s exceptional dynamic ability 
to create something special. 

There’s a good reason why our Corey Pronman listed Cooley as the draft 
prospect with the most upside because the dynamic ability combined with 
the competitiveness is tantalizing. He makes plays that make your eyes 
pop while also playing a responsible game, most of the time. 

But there’s a good reason why there is some question as to whether 
Cooley will reach his very high ceiling. The size issue is a legitimate 
factor, as is the debate of whether Cooley could survive at centre in the 
NHL, despite his own strong feelings on the matter. 

It seems unlikely Cooley will be taken No. 1 in the draft, but the tools are 
there. It’s just a matter of Montreal projecting what Cooley could be in 
four years once he has added strength and, hopefully for whichever team 
drafts him, followed an ideal development path. This is where Cooley’s 
intention to play a year at the University of Minnesota before turning pro 
becomes an important factor. 

“That’s my goal, to be there for a year, sharpen up my game as much as 
I can, have a real dominant year, get stronger and fill out my body,” 
Cooley said. “Then I think I’ll be ready to make the jump.” 

The perceived deficiencies in Cooley’s build could be overcome with a 
year of training and playing at the college level. Both Wright and 
Slafkovsky have every intention of playing in the NHL next season, and if 
the draft were only about next season, Cooley wouldn’t even be in the 
running to be taken at No. 1. 

But the draft is not only about next season. 

There is a very high ceiling with Cooley. It is up to the teams at the top of 
the draft to determine the likelihood of him reaching that ceiling. Because 
if he does, there is no doubt Cooley could wind up being the best player 
in this draft. 
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ESPN / The nine critical decisions that made the Colorado Avalanche a 
juggernaut 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

DENVER -- The Colorado Avalanche are no overnight success. Joe 
Sakic knows that better than anyone. 

He was Colorado's captain when the franchise last won a Stanley Cup, in 
2001. Now, 21 years later, Sakic is the architect behind the Avalanche's 
return to a Final, this one opening Wednesday against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning (8 ET, ABC and ESPN+). 

Sakic took the reins as Colorado's executive vice president of hockey 
operations in 2013, after serving as an advisor starting in 2011. He has 
built the Avalanche into a beast, but it wasn't easy. Along the way there 
were tough decisions, lost seasons, coaching changes, heartbreaking 
losses, debilitating disappointments and painful doubt over whether 
Colorado would ever reach its potential. 

The Avalanche stand just four wins away from that pinnacle. 

When Colorado was the league's worst team in 2016-17, Avs captain 
Gabriel Landeskog wasn't sure his team would ever climb onto hockey's 
biggest stage. Colorado had the talent to get there last season, winning 
the NHL's Presidents' Trophy only to fall in the second round of the 
playoffs. Just like they had the year before. And the year before that. 

Sakic kept tweaking the recipe. Colorado got over its second-round 
malaise. And today, when he looks at the 2022 iteration of his Avalanche, 
there are obvious parallels to the championship team he helmed over two 
decades ago. 

"[We had] depth," Sakic said. "We had a lot of star players, a deep 
lineup, guys that played their role, who knew their role, accepted their 
role. In my mind, this year's D corps is probably the best D corps since 
that [2001] D corps. A lot of similarities that way. And just the way we 
play. That year, we were really focused from losing two Game 7 
conference finals, and we had our mission from the start to get home-ice 
advantage. It's similar with this group from last year." 

Has Sakic assembled another champion? We'll soon find out. Before 
that, here's a look at Colorado's road to the Final, punctuated by many 
correct decisions Sakic made along the way. 

June 2013: Nate the Great 

General managers love to say each draft is deep -- at least publicly. The 
2013 edition actually was. 

Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan Drouin were available. So were Seth 
Jones, Darnell Nurse, Elias Lindholm and Sean Monahan. But for 
Colorado, there was only one No. 1 choice: Nathan MacKinnon. 

Sakic selected the Halifax Mooseheads center over the rest of that 
talented class, and it has been a franchise-defining move. 

MacKinnon made his NHL debut on Oct. 2, 2013; at barely 18 years old, 
he was the youngest skater to ever suit up in an Avalanche uniform. He 
has been Colorado's most productive player ever since, appearing in 638 
regular-season games with 242 goals and 648 points. He has added 
another 39 goals and 87 points in 64 playoff tilts. 

It didn't take a hockey savant to know MacKinnon would be special. But 
Sakic still deserves credit for not only making the call but negotiating 
MacKinnon's first big contract, which was tremendously team-friendly. 

MacKinnon became a restricted free agent in 2016, and Sakic signed him 
to a seven-year, $44.1 million pact. That's $6.3 million per season -- for a 
player who netted 20-plus goals in two of his first three NHL seasons and 
won the Calder Trophy in 2013-14 as the league's top rookie. There was 
no question about MacKinnon's trajectory. He'd outgrow that contract in a 
hurry. 

And MacKinnon did. He's the league's fifth-highest scorer (183 goals and 
495 points in 420 games) since agreeing to that deal -- and currently its 
94th-highest-paid player, just above Montreal's Jeff Petry. 

When MacKinnon becomes an unrestricted free agent after next season 
he'll be in the market for a raise. But having your best player signed to a 
seven-year deal at that price gave Colorado ample opportunity to fill out 
the roster elsewhere. 

Sakic did right by the Avalanche in picking a near-generational talent like 
MacKinnon to essentially become face of the franchise -- and then 
showed his mettle as GM at the bargaining table. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 16, 2022 

 

August 2016: Replacing Roy 

Sakic never saw it coming. On a mid-August day in 2016, then-coach 
Patrick Roy abruptly resigned. He claimed to not have enough say in 
personnel decisions and felt his vision wasn't aligned with 
management's. Sakic said he asked Roy to think about it further. Roy 
was comfortable parting ways. 

In a blink, Colorado was coach-less a month out from training camp. 
Sakic had to scramble. 

Two weeks later, Sakic hired Jared Bednar to replace Roy. Bednar had 
never been an NHL head coach. And given the unexpectedly swift 
departure of Roy, Bednar didn't have time to bring about his own staff. 
He didn't know the Avalanche players. There was barely opportunity to 
put a system in place. It's no wonder Colorado was dead last in Bednar's 
debut 2016-17 campaign. 

Sakic believed in Bednar's long-term potential, though. The following 
season of 2017-18 saw the Avalanche improve by 47 points, making the 
playoffs for the first time in four years, and Bednar was a finalist for the 
Jack Adams. 

In 2018-19, Bednar guided Colorado back to the postseason -- marking 
the organization's first back-to-back playoff draws since 2005-06. 

Taking over from a franchise legend like Roy could have intimidated 
Bednar. Sakic felt confident in Bednar's demeanor to handle it. He 
described a "connection" with Bednar off the bat, and went with his gut in 
believing Bednar belonged behind Colorado's bench. And he did. 

June 2017: The fall for Makar 

Colorado had to think finishing last in 2016-17, with a measly 48 points, 
would be that season's low point. It wasn't. 

The Avalanche suffered the indignity of that 22-56-4 campaign to then 
not only lose the NHL draft lottery, but land in their worst possible pick 
position at No. 4. 

So long, potentially selecting Miro Heiskanen or Nico Hischier or Nolan 
Patrick. Sakic & Co. would miss out on the real top-tier talent. Right? 

Wrong. Five years later, we can say that the Avs were the lucky ones. 

Sakic announced the pick at No. 4: Cale Makar, a defenseman for the 
Brooks Bandits of the Alberta Junior Hockey League. Sakic had just 
changed the course of Colorado's future, whether he fully knew it or not. 

Makar didn't immediately join the Avalanche. He stuck by previous 
collegiate hockey commitments by playing two seasons at the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst, and won the Hobey Baker Award as the 
NCAA's top player in 2019. 

In April 2019, Makar signed his NHL entry-level deal, and scored on his 
first shot in his NHL debut -- a playoff game against the Calgary Flames. 

Since stepping into the league, Makar has surpassed every expectation 
as a dominant force on Colorado's blue line. The 23-year-old is an elite 
defender with a dangerous offensive flair, generating 48 goals and 180 
points in 178 games (fifth overall among NHL defenseman since 2019-
20). He can create unlike anyone else on the ice, and is fantastic at even 
strength and on special teams. 

Makar was a Norris Trophy finalist in 2021. He's the front-runner to win 
that award this season. Colorado would not be on the verge of a Stanley 
Cup without him. 

From the ashes of Sakic's draft disappointment came one of his most 
critical decisions to date. 

November 2017: Moving on from Matt 

Matt Duchene wanted out of Colorado. Sakic took his time making that 
happen. While Colorado was struggling through the abyss of 2016-17, 
Duchene approached Sakic and requested to be traded. 

Duchene had been drafted third overall by Colorado in 2009, and was 
one of their top-producing forwards. Sakic had a high asking price for the 
then-26-year-old, and wouldn't budge. 

The right trade materialized in November 2017. It was a three-team deal 
with the Ottawa Senators and Nashville Predators: Duchene went to the 
Senators, for Andrew Hammond, a first-round pick in 2018 or 2019 and a 
third-round pick in 2019, plus forward Shane Bowers. Kyle Turris went 
from Ottawa to Nashville, and the Predators sent Samuel Girard, a 
second-round pick in 2018 and forward Vladislav Kamenev to Colorado. 

Let's just say that Sakic won that one handily. 

That first-round pick from Ottawa could have been for 2018 or 2019. The 
Senators opted for the latter. They drafted Brady Tkachuk seventh 
overall in 2018 and rolled the dice by delivering their 2019 choice to the 
Avs. 

Right before that regular season started, Ottawa also traded top 
defenseman Erik Karlsson to San Jose. Ouch. 

The Senators went belly up in 2018-19, finishing 29-47-6. They weren't 
going to re-sign Duchene and traded him to Columbus ahead of the 
deadline. And Colorado wound up with the fourth overall pick in 2019. 
Hello, Bowen Byram. 

Sakic waxed poetic about Byram before and after selecting the defender. 
And while Byram has dealt with some scary concussion issues early in 
his young career, he's 21 years old and projects to be a top-four 
contributor on Colorado's blue line for years to come. Advantage: Sakic. 

Then, there's Girard. It was a blow to the Avalanche's backend when 
Girard suffered a broken sternum in Game 3 against St. Louis that forced 
him out for the remainder of this Cup run. But Girard was a crucial piece 
in getting Colorado to this point. He has appeared in 335 games since 
the trade, notching 21 goals and 141 points while averaging 20:34 of ice 
time per game. 

Plus, Sakic was able to turn one of Colorado's acquired second-round 
picks into Justus Annunen, who could be a goaltender of the future in the 
organization. 

July 2019: An unpopular choice 

Ball Arena is often full of Tyson Barrie sweaters, even if he's no longer 
often on the ice. 

Barrie was a beloved member of the Avalanche. From 2011-12 to 2018-
19, he was a productive offensive defenseman, leading all Colorado 
blueliners with 75 goals and 307 points in 484 games. Barrie was the 
Avalanche's power-play quarterback, a dynamic contributor and all-
around talent. Then, Sakic made a call. 

On July 1, 2019, he traded Barrie and Alexander Kerfoot to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs for Nazem Kadri and Calle Rosen. Barrie had a year left on 
his contract at the time. Sakic knew Makar was in the pipeline, which 
would change the complexion of Colorado's defense. Kadri would shore 
up the Avalanche at second-line center and was signed through 2021-22 
at a team-friendly $4.1 million per year. 

It made plenty of business sense. But the trade did not immediately go 
over well in Colorado. 

Kadri was coming off another postseason suspension, his second in as 
many years. He had also been a third-line center in Toronto who, despite 
recent 30-goal seasons, wasn't the flashiest addition. Then his first 
regular season with the Avalanche was also unremarkable (11 goals and 
32 points in 56 games). 

Along came the 2020 playoffs. And Kadri was in hot water again. He 
quickly received an eight-game ban for a head hit against St. Louis's 
Justin Faulk during Colorado's first-round series. It could have been an "I 
told you so moment" for Colorado fans, who didn't have their beloved 
Barrie and watched Kadri work his way out of another postseason. 

One year can make all the difference. 

Kadri catapulted this season, with a career-best 28 goals and 87 points in 
71 games. He has been a beacon of consistency for the injury-taxed Avs. 
Kadri was also having a sensational playoff run, too (14 points in 13 
games), before breaking his thumb in Game 3 of the Western 
Conference finals. 

The outcry over his loss only proves how far Kadri has come, and how 
much the narrative of that Barrie trade has changed as well. It might not 
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have gone over well two years ago, but looking back, Sakic seemed to 
know it was what Colorado needed to reach its long-term goals. 

October 2020: Long Island hustle 

Colorado acquired one of its top-pairing defensemen without giving up a 
first-round pick. 

In this instance, the GM traded for Devon Toews from the New York 
Islanders in October 2020 for second-round picks in 2021 and 2022. It 
was a shrewd move from Sakic, who took advantage of the Islanders' 
salary-cap constraints amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Toews was (and is) a talented defender, who had been a staple on the 
Islanders' blue line. He was also set to become a restricted free agent, 
and New York might not have the desire to keep him. A week after Sakic 
orchestrated the trade, he signed Toews to a four-year, $16.4 million 
contract. 

It was a reasonable deal, following an exceptionally sensible swap for the 
Avalanche. Toews has been a dynamite addition to Colorado's back end, 
lining up with Makar and playing over 25 minutes per game while 
generating 22 goals and 88 points in 119 games. 

Like Makar, Toews is versatile enough to contribute on both special 
teams units and is the perfect complement to Makar's more aggressive 
offensive side. 

On this Cup Final run, Toews has stepped up his game further by trailing 
only Makar in ice time for the team (25:50 per game) and scoring 13 
points in 14 games. Toews might not generate the same headlines as 
Makar but his contributions have been incredibly important for the 
Avalanche. 

July 2021: The (not-so-certain) return of the captain 

For a moment last summer, it looked like Colorado would need a new 
captain. Until Sakic came through again. 

He had a limited window in which to sign free agent Landeskog to a 
maximum eight-year term extension, or else be limited to just a seven-
year pact. Landeskog wanted the full freight but could also command a 
higher salary elsewhere if necessary. 

With only an hour remaining before the deadline, Sakic signed 
Landeskog to an eight-year contract worth $7 million per year. It was less 
money than Landeskog might have commanded from another team, and 
it meant Sakic had to kick in the additional year of a term to a then-28-
year-old skater. Ultimately, it was the best thing for Colorado. 

Landeskog had worn the Avalanche's "C" for nine seasons. He was a 
heart-and-soul guy who didn't balk when Colorado struggled. And 
Landeskog proved his worth all over again this past season by producing 
30 goals and 59 points in 51 games while battling injury issues. 

He has also had a sparkling postseason to date, tallying eight goals and 
17 points in 14 games. 

Colorado could have survived without Landeskog. But it might not have 
thrived to this degree. Sakic could see that potential. To meet in the 
middle and keep the Avalanche's core intact is testament to Sakic's 
negotiating tactics and Landeskog's loyalty. 

July 2021: Securing the crease 

This past summer, the Avalanche were at a crossroads in net. Sakic had 
to make a choice. 

Colorado's incumbent starter Philipp Grubauer became an unrestricted 
free agent. Grubauer was coming off a terrific season, going 30-9-1 with 
a .922 save percentage and 1.95 goals-against average that made him a 
finalist for the Vezina Trophy. The Avalanche opted not to re-sign him. 
He went on to ink a six-year, $35.4 million deal with the expansion 
Seattle Kraken. 

Meanwhile, Sakic traded with the Arizona Coyotes for Darcy Kuemper, in 
exchange for Conor Timmins, a 2022 first-round choice and a conditional 
third-rounder in 2024. 

The transition from Grubauer to Kuemper was seamless. Kuemper 
started slow but wound up one of the NHL's top goaltenders in 2021-22, 
going 37-12-4 with a .921 SV% and 2.54 GAA. 

In Seattle, Grubauer was 18-31-5, with an .889 SV% and 3.16 GAA. 

Granted, Colorado is a better overall team than Seattle. But Kuemper is a 
big part of what made them great, and he has been a key piece of in the 
Cup run as well. 

Sakic clearly had reasons for not wanting to go all-in with Grubauer. In 
Kuemper, he found an excellent goaltender who has checked every box 
for the Avalanche at a key position. And the tender who backstopped the 
Avs to three of four victories in their sweep of the Oilers? Sakic inked 
Pavel Francouz to a two-year, $4 million deal back in February 2020. 

March 2022: Adding Artturi 

Sakic went deep at this year's trade deadline. Colorado needed a little 
something up front. Not a big name, but an impactful one. Their GM 
found it in Artturi Lehkonen. 

Colorado sent prospect Justin Barron and a second-round pick in 2024 to 
Montreal for Lehkonen. It wasn't a splashy move at the time. Lehkonen 
will be an unrestricted free agent after this season, and the Avalanche 
don't know whether he'll want to re-sign. That doesn't much matter now. 
Lehkonen is everything Colorado needs in the present. 

Thus far, Lehkonen has six goals and 11 points in 14 postseason games. 
He leads the Avalanche in game-winning postseason goals, none of 
which were greater than his overtime score in Game 4 against Edmonton 
that sent Colorado to the Cup Final. 

Lehkonen's reputation has been built on his defensive play. But in these 
playoffs especially, he has displayed how well-rounded his offensive 
attributes are too. When Kadri was lost to injury, Lehkonen took his spot 
on the Avalanche's power play for Game 4; the team went 2-for-2. He's a 
spark plug, capable of jumping in just about anywhere. 

Sakic has referenced his team's depth when it comes to Colorado's 
success this season. Lehkonen is the perfect example of why it matters 
so much. Getting past Tampa Bay will require superstar performances 
and players like Lehkonen who can tilt the ice with their versatility. 
Regardless of whether he commits to Colorado after this run, Lehkonen 
will play a key role in whether the Avalanche raise another banner. 

If they do, it'll be thanks to a series of wise decisions by the GM and his 
front-office personnel. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kuemper, Avalanche battle for 'resilient win' in Cup Final 
opener 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 16, 2022, 2:07 AM 

 

DENVER --.You can be sure that Darcy Kuemper has heard all of the 
chatter about how he’s the second best goalie in this Stanley Cup final. 

As much as players say they do their part to block out the outside noise, 
when you go up against someone with the playoff pedigree of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, it’s nearly impossible not to notice. 

Despite all the signs pointing to Kuemper being the starting goalie in 
Game 1 against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the bigger question was how 
the Colorado Avalanche netminder would respond to the challenge of 
going up against the two-time defending champions after a 15-day break. 

Kuemper may have been the second-best goalie on the ice on 
Wednesday before a raucous crowd at Ball Arena, but the gap wasn’t all 
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that wide and he played well enough as the Avalanche earned a dramatic 
4-3 victory at 1:23 of the first overtime to take a 1-0 series lead. 

Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar wouldn’t confirm Kuemper as his 
starter following the morning skate, but general manager Joe Sakic had 
provided a clue the day before, declaring him fully healthy during his 
question-and-answer session. 

And Kuemper confessed he knew the net was his well in advance. 

Bednar did detail why he turned to Kuemper in the most important game 
his team has played this season (so far). 

"Darcy has been our starter. He's played some real good hockey for us 
this year,” said Bednar. “The injury kind of set us back a little bit and he 
was trying to play through it, and it wasn't working out and had some 
complications. Darcy is a guy we leaned on heavily all year long. It's why 
we relied on him to do this job. I thought he was pretty good. The goals 
we gave up and the chances we gave up, we made some big mistakes 
on. He made some big saves for us. Got us a win.” 

At this stage of the season, that’s all that really matters. 

Outplaying Vasilevskiy is a Herculean feat and not many have been able 
to do it. 

Even fewer have done it after a Lightning loss. 

But that is of little concern to Kuemper, who also dealt with an 
unfortunate eye injury during the first round against the Nashville 
Predators. 

“He’s the best goalie in the world. I can’t worry about trying to outplay 
him,” said Kuemper, who conceded the playoff run hasn’t unfolded 
according to plan. “You know, it was an unfortunate incident in the first 
round. I’m glad I came out of it and everything is back to normal now, so 
nothing you can do about it. It’s not easy watching some of those games, 
but the team has been so great, that I’ve just been worried about getting 
myself back sharp and getting healthy.” 

If Kuemper can play at or near his regular season standard, he’ll give his 
team a chance to win - and that’s all Bednar is asking him to do. 

With much of the talk going into the series focusing on the vast edge in 
playoff experience, Bednar set an interesting tone following the morning 
skate. 

“They've been one of the top teams in the league for the better part of a 
decade. Lots of experience, they know how to win, we get it,” said 
Bednar. “I feel like we've been preparing our team for this moment since 
Day 1 of training camp, plus the experiences we've gained over the last 
few years and I feel like our team is on an even keel right now. 

“We've got a lot of great leaders in there, guys that have spent a lot of 
time in this league and been in a lot of different situations and we've 
handled them well as a group. We're prepared and ready to go play our 
game. That's the most important thing. I don't think that we're going to 
shy away from the moment. Our focus is good. And they may have more 
experience, but we're here to try and prove that we're the best team in 
the league, and that's where our mindset is at.” 

This expression of quiet confidence was intentional. 

Yes, the Avalanche are well aware of the Lightning's accomplishments 
and they respect those accomplishments. But they're not about to be 
intimidated by them in this series. 

Shifting the narrative has been a common theme for the Avalanche 
throughout the Stanley Cup Playoffs and overcoming some of those 
heartbreaks has been an important part of the journey. 

In the series opener, the Avalanche set the tone by imposing their style 
of play on their opponent, showing no signs of rust after a lengthy layoff 
and quickly reaching the warp speed level that has been evident 
throughout the course of the post-season. 

They had plenty of zone time and forced the Lightning into numerous 
defensive-zone turnovers, several of which ended up in the back of the 
net. 

By jumping out to a 2-0 lead fewer than 10 minutes into the contest, the 
Avalanche made Vasilievskiy look human -- though he quickly regrouped 
and was one of the reasons the Lightning were able to stay in the game. 

That’s the thing about the Lightning, if you let them hang around and 
don’t put them away, things can get uncomfortable -- even after building 
a 3-1 cushion. 

By allowing two goals in a span of 48 seconds - including a slippery 
move by Nikita Kucherov past Devon Toews followed by a perfect pass 
for an easy tap-in for Ondrej Palat - the Avalanche were suddenly 
reeling, at least momentarily. 

“They don’t make it easy on you. You have to earn everything that you 
get,” said Avalanche captain Gabe Landeskog, who had a goal and an 
assist. “A resilient win.” 

That’s an essential quality, especially at this time of the year. 

After the Lightning turned the tables, it was natural to wonder if the 
Avalanche were going to unravel. 

Remember the Lightning have been here before and it’s not uncommon 
for them to seize momentum and not look back. 

But the Avalanche maintained their composure, pushing back and 
ultimately forcing one more example of poor puck management and that 
final turnover proved to be costly as J.T. Compher intercepted a pass 
and got it over to Valeri Nichushkin -- who put it on a tee for a one-timer 
that Andre Burakovsky buried to end this riveting game. 

Burakovsky’s playoff road has been nearly as bumpy as Kuemper’s, 
given his combination of two healthy scratches against the St. Louis 
Blues and missing two more against the Edmonton Oilers with a foot 
injury after blocking an Evan Bouchard shot in the Western Conference 
Final. 

After getting moved up to the second line to start this series, there was 
Burakovsky playing the role of overtime hero. 

"I thought he was solid. Really solid,” said Bednar. “Managed the puck 
really well. Didn't have any turnovers. Checked hard. Was getting above 
pucks. Skating well. That's what Burky can do. You put him in a spot and 
he can finish. He's a streaky scorer, and when he gets opportunities he 
can put the puck in the net.” 

Burakovsky attributes some of that success to his own experience as a 
Stanley Cup champion with the Washington Capitals in 2018. 

“Maybe a little bit. I’ve been through it. I kind of know what to expect, the 
pace and what's at stake here,” said Burakovsky, who still had nerves 
going into Game 1. “I was kind of nervous too, had a little trouble 
sleeping. woke up at 6 in the morning and couldn't wait for the game.” 

Nichushkin was a beast all night long and was probably the best forward 
in the game, finishing with six shots on goal and 11 shot attempts while 
chipping in a goal and an assist. 

But his contributions were not limited to offence, as Nichushkin was a 
force when it came to winning board battles, getting in shot lanes and 
eating up nearly two minutes of penalty-killing time as the Avalanche 
were a perfect four-for-four while shorthanded. 

"Huge X-factor,” said Bednar. “He's been doing that thing for us for a 
couple years now. Incredible season he's had so far. He's been a 
difference maker almost every night for us. His ability to check and check 
pucks back to keep us playing offence. You saw it on display. 

The other thing folks saw on display from the Avalanche was another 
strong showing from their stars. 

Lightning head coach Jon Cooper referred to Avalanche centre Nathan 
MacKinnon as a bull in a china shop following the morning skate, 
referencing his ability to dominate with his combination of speed and 
power. 

MacKinnon was a force throughout, providing an assist but also driving 
play with five shots on goal, 13 shot attempts and a number of glorious 
set-ups. 

When the puck is on his stick, he’s a threat to make something happen. 
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Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar, one of the front-runners for the 
Conn Smythe Trophy, was also all over this game. 

Although he didn’t get an assist on Nichushkin’s goal, it doesn’t happen 
without his smart pinch at the offensive blue line, forcing Palat into a 
turnover that landed on the stick of MacKinnon. 

Makar was his poised, confident self, getting involved offensively while 
also locking things down in the D-zone with partner Devon Toews. 

With a two-day break before Game 2 on Saturday, talk will shift to 
adjustments and questions about when Nazem Kadri (right thumb) and 
possibly Andrew Cogliano (finger) might return to the lineup. 

That’s a secondary concern at this point, though both players will be 
welcomed back with open arms when healthy enough to do so. 

The Avalanche know they didn’t see the best of the Lightning in the 
opener and they’ll need to find another level as the series moves along. 

They also know that their fast-paced play and tenacious approach had 
something to do with that. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.16.2022 

1203733 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 'The right team won the game': Lightning begin quest for 
threepeat out of sync 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 16, 2022, 1:41 AM 

 

DENVER – As he rode the elevator down from the press box, the barn 
still loud and shaking from a hometown overtime winner, Colorado 
Avalanche icon-slash-executive Joe Sakic said what everyone was 
thinking: “Great hockey game.” 

And again: “Great hockey game.” 

Of course, Sakic — the most recent captain in this town to hoist the 
Stanley Cup — is biased. 

But he’s not wrong. 

From drop to pop, Game 1 was a thrill ride. Elite skill and speedy game-
breakers on full display. A comeback and a counterpunch. And a 
raucous, pompom-waving, Blink-182–singing home throng that never 
relented. Much like the game’s breakneck tempo. 

A few more like Sakic’s squad’s 4-3 overtime victory, and hockey could 
crown a new champion. 

Heck, even Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper had to concede that 
“the right team won the game” on Wednesday. 

“The crowd is going nuts. They’re all jacked up,” said Cooper, digging a 
1-0 series hole for the third time in these playoffs. “This a different team. 
We’re not used to seeing them. They play with an extreme pace. 

“But our group, we should’ve handled that a little bit better.” 

The Lightning flew up to the mountains only to dip its toe in the water. 

Tampa began its threepeat bid tentative and out of sync. Some sloppy 
early zone exits and sluggish legs had the champs playing on their heels 
and from behind. The Bolts needed to rally out of 2-0 and 3-1 deficits to 
force a fourth period. 

Colorado pressured with purpose and attacked in waves, drawing a 5-on-
3 power-play (on a questionable Anthony Cirelli trip of Cale Makar) and 
pouncing on neutral-zone turnover to draw first blood. 

Lightning captain Steven Stamkos wondered if his group began too 
tentative. Like a seasoned heavyweight, Tampa has a penchant for 
feeling out its opponent, getting a sense for its weaknesses before 
throwing weight. 

So, while the Lightning were easing into the night, the Avs were storming 
downhill. 

“It's a hell of a hockey team over there, and we knew they were going to 
come out hard. They did,” Stamkos said. “Maybe a tough call looking 
back to give them a 5-on-3, but we battled to tie the game up.” 

Colorado took the puck away 17 times. Tampa just four. 

“There was probably some more turnovers than we’re used to,” Alex 
Killorn said. “Especially playing a team with as much talent as they have, 
you don’t want to give them those opportunities.” 

No, sir. 

Funny thing. Even though the Lightning did not submit its best game “by 
a country mile,” as Cooper phrased it, the champs were one shot away 
from stealing this one. 

Nikita Kucherov wasn’t executing well until, in a flash, he was dipsy-
doodling around No. 2 D-man Devon Toews and saucing a tap-in for 
Ondrej Palat. Mikhail Sergachev didn’t have his greatest showing either, 
but he sifted a smart point shot 48 seconds later and tied the game. 

At that point, a rare Lightning fan amidst a bowl of burgundy stood up, 
spun around and addressed the laptop jockeys in the Ball Arena 
pressbox above him. 

“Media, are you watching?!” screamed this gentleman in the Brayden 
Point away sweater and holding a domestic tin of beer. “I hope you’re 
watching! That’s what the champs do!” 

Indeed, it is what they do. 

“They scored two quick ones,” Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen said. “Kinda 
shocked us a little bit.” 

Precisely no one should be shocked by now. 

The Lightning trailed the Maple Leafs thrice in Round 1. They dropped 
the opening two games in New York in the semis. 

They don’t panic. They adjust. 

“It comes from experience,” defenceman Zach Bosgosian explains. 
“We're a veteran group. We're a confident group. And no matter what 
situation is thrown on us, we feel like not really much has to change 
within the room.” 

Sergachev shrugged off Colorado’s wicked speed (“We’re playing fast as 
well”) and his own costly turnover. 

“It's the usual stuff. We lost Game 1s before. It's a series,” Sergachev 
reasoned. “We'll take a day off tomorrow and just chill, clear our heads 
and practice. Go out at Game 2. 

“Nothing changes for us. We're still a confident group.” 

• Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed three first-period goals for the first time in his 
playoff career. 

Cooper has his back, though: “I thought he was dialed in. The first one, 
moving screen, so that was a tough one for him. The second one, maybe 
[he should’ve stopped]. But I thought he was probably our best player 
tonight.” 

• Injury roundup: Colorado forwards Nazem Kadri (thumb) and Andrew 
Cogliano (finger) are considered day-to-day. Neither participated in 
Wednesday morning’s practice. 

Tampa’s Brandon Hagel (illness) did not participate in practice Tuesday 
but was deemed well enough to play in Game 1. 

• Quote of the Day. 

When the league brought quadrilingual Pierre-Édouard Bellmare to the 
podium, a PR rep announced that the player would first take questions in 
English, then answer a few more in his native tongue. 
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“Which one?” Bellmare deadpanned. 

Once the English queries wrapped up, the Frenchman fielded some in 
Swedish, naturally. 

• Rough night for Tampa’s typically excellent shutdown line. 

The Hagel–Cirelli–Killorn trio was outshot 9-3 and outscored 1-0 at 5-on-
5. 

Victor Hedman got caved in, too. Shots were 12-4 and goals were 2-1 in 
favour of the Avalanche with the Norris finalist on the ice at 5-on-5. 

• Point skated 18 minutes, registered an assist and a takeaway, and won 
most of his draws (56 per cent) in his long-awaited return. 

“Was Brayden Point the Brayden Point before his injury? Probably not. 
But that is his first game in well over a month, and we played the fastest 
team in the league. So, it’s a tough one to jump into, but I thought he did 
great,” Cooper said. 

“Listen, he’s a warrior. He's gonna gut it out,” Stamkos added. “It was just 
great for him to get back, and great and for our team to see him back out 
there. I thought he played fine.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bettman, Daly discuss growing revenues, Kane's 
grievance in annual press conference 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 15, 2022, 8:25 PM 

 

DENVER – The Stanley Cup will not be used for celebratory photo ops in 
Russia this summer. 

While the National Hockey League has continued to promote its Russian 
stars, will allow Russian prospects to be drafted into the league and has 
not closed the door (so far) on Russia’s participation in its planned 2024 
World Cup of Hockey, the NHL is taking a stand with its iconic 
championship trophy. 

With Russian players on both the Colorado Avalanche and Tampa Bay 
Lightning, those winners will be denied the opportunity to bring the Cup 
to Russia or Belarus in light of the invasion of Ukraine, deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said Wednesday. 

Both teams have been made aware of this decision, which will disrupt the 
usual tradition of giving each winner a day with Lord Stanley’s Mug in the 
place of his choice. 

“We may owe a Cup trip in the future,” Daly said. “That can happen, just 
like we've done with the pandemic. But it's not happening this summer.” 

Here are a few more takeaways from commissioner Gary Bettman and 
Daly’s annual meeting with the press ahead of Game 1. 

As far as the NHL is concerned, the San Jose Sharks’ termination of 
Evander Kane’s long-term contract — running through 2024-25 at a $7 
million AAV — is valid. 

Hence, Kane was permitted to sign as a free agent with the Edmonton 
Oilers mid-season and will be permitted to either re-sign with Edmonton 
or sign as a free agent with another team on July 13. 

The power forward, however, has filed a grievance with the Sharks, 
arguing that his contract be reinstated in full. That case, Daly said, is on 
hold through June because the arbitrator is not available. 

The case will pick up in early summer, but the arbitrator’s ruling might not 
be finalized in time for opening of free agency. 

Kane and the Sharks still have the option of settling prior to a ruling. 

Theoretically, if the arbitrator rules in favour of Kane and believes his 
original contract be reinstated, any new contract he signs would be 
superseded. 

This makes for a fascinating decision for both the coveted UFA and any 
team trying to bring him in the fold. 

Revenues reach record high 

Bettman proudly announced that league revenues for 2021-22 should be 
“in excess of $5.2 billion.” In fact, he said that estimate might be 
conservative. 

The league’s two-headed U.S. broadcasting rights deal, and the 
enthusiastic marketing push of ESPN and TNT, certainly helped this 
jump, as did the reopening of arenas. (Inflation also provides a boost.) 

Despite the financial windfall, the league’s salary cap will only increase 
by $1 million for 2022-23, as the NHL and the NHLPA recover from the 
pandemic. 

The commissioners estimates that in “two, maybe three years” we’ll 
begin to see more normal (ie., larger) jumps in the cap ceiling from year 
to year. 

The NHL expects to interview every player on Canada’s 2018 world 
junior team during an investigation opened after a lawsuit was settled by 
Hockey Canada and the CHL. In the lawsuit, a woman alleged she was 
sexually assaulted by eight CHL players — including some members of 
that world junior team — after an event in London, Ont. in 2018. 

The allegations have not been proven in court and the NHL is 
investigating whether any of its players were involved. 

"We've been in touch with the Players’ Association,” Daly said. “They've 
been extremely cooperative." 

Daly and Bettman said they were not aware of the alleged assault until 
the lawsuit was filed in April. 

Further, the NHL will release the findings of its investigation upon 
completion. 

“We try to be transparent,” Bettman said. 

Daly says the NHL is "very optimistic" it will be holding a World Cup of 
Hockey in 2024. 

The league prefers to throw the best-on-best international tournament in 
February, but there is some push by the clubs to have it in autumn, prior 
to the 2024-25 season. (The 2016 World Cup was held in September.) 

Discussion between the league, the NHLPA, the IIHF and the clubs on 
the details of the event will continue. 

“Upper-body” and “lower-body” injuries aren’t going anywhere 

Regarding a request by gamblers that teams be forced to get specific 
with player injuries, Daly shot down the idea. 

The UBI and LBIs are here to stay, Daly argues, for the protection of the 
injured athletes. 

“If our betting partners have to take back seat to health and safety of our 
players, so be it,” Daly said. 

One-Timers 

The NHL anticipates returning to a more normal schedule in 2022-23. 
The season will open on Oct. 11. A full schedule will be released early 
July…. There is no traction to tweak the CBA’s long-term injury reserve 
rules, which permit clubs to exceed the cap come playoff time. “I see how 
all 32 of our clubs operate, and I can tell you Tampa would not be the 
one I’d put at the top of the list,” Daly said…. Everything is status quo 
regarding Ottawa Senators ownership. The late Eugene Melnyk left the 
team to his daughters, Anna and Olivia, and an arena move to LeBreton 
Flats is still being explored. “The franchise is completely stable and 
functioning in normal course," Bettman said. 
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Team MVPs and top scorers. 

Stanley Cup champions and No. 1 goaltenders. 

All-Stars and bargain breakouts. 

Yes, even with a few talents inking team-friendly extensions swiftly after 
elimination — Bryan Rust and Mark Giordano, for example — and 
avoiding the stress of free agency, the NHL’s 2022 UFA class is still 
percolating with plenty of compelling names. 

And with the salary cap set to rise by $1 million, those spendy general 
managers will have a little more incentive to splash the pot on this 
summer’s Dougie Hamilton or John Tavares. 

Here’s a rundown and ranking of hockey’s best impending unrestricted 
free agents, plus the latest buzz circulating about their future as most of 
the league has already shifted to off-season mode. 

Free agency opens July 13. 

We're less than a month away. 

1. Johnny Gaudreau 

Age on July 13: 28 

Position: Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $6.75 million 

The latest: Gaudreau’s future has been a constant source of 
consternation in Calgary. 

A fabulous regular-season scorer who crushed the 115 points and played 
his way deep into the Hart Trophy conversation, Johnny Hockey has 
taken flak for not carrying the Flames deep in the post-season. That and 
his close ties to Boston and New Jersey have occasionally fueled spurts 
of trade speculation. 

And yet, instead of exploring a swap, Calgary GM Brad Treliving held 
conversations about a Gaudreau extension last summer and is trying to 
get him locked up again now. 

Where Gaudreau’s price has gone so far is through the roof. Check the 
comparables. 

The all-star winger has earned praise from coach Darryl Sutter for 
improved defensive responsibility and posted an NHL-best plus-64 rating. 

Assistant GM Craig Conroy told Sportsnet 960, on Feb. 23, “That’s a 
done deal. We’re gonna get that done.... You know what they call me. 
They call me Santa Claus giving contracts.” 

During his April 17 appearance on After Hours, Treliving said just 
because the sides agreed to keep things quiet, that by no means does 
that suggest the Flames don’t want to re-sign Gaudreau. 

They’ll “move heaven and earth” and “do everything we possibly can to 
get Johnny back,” Treliving said.  

Gaudreau followed up his superb regular season with the most 
productive playoffs of his career. He sounded torn at his season-ending 
availability. 

“Obviously, Calgary has a special place in my heart,” Gaudreau told 
reporters. 

“I’ve been part of this organization for 11 years now. Ever since Day 1 I 
got here, the fans, the organization, my teammates, even (the media). 
Sometimes, when I’m playing bad, you guys give me a hard time. But 
that’s alright. But everything about this city I love. My wife loves it here.  

“You guys can tell on Twitter, my uncle, my dad, my mom, my sisters, my 
brother, everyone loves Calgary. It’s a special place in our heart, and we 
love it here, so we’ll see what happens. 

Fellow 100-point man RFA Matthew Tkachuk also needs a new deal. 
This won’t be easy, but Treliving will do his best to make it work. 

2. Kris Letang 

Age on July 13: 35 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $7.25 million 

The latest: “Of course,” Letang said, he’d like to re-up with the only team 
he’s known to keep trying to win Cups alongside Sidney Crosby until the 
wheels fall off. 

Pittsburgh’s new shot-callers, GM Ron Hextall and president Brian Burke, 
face a number of delicate decisions to make this summer. Even after 
extending Jeff Carter and Bryan Rust at reasonable rates, they still have 
a few impending UFAs. 

What Letang’s heart wants seems clear, though. 

“You hear about those guys who decide to go with another team trying to 
look for another Cup or bigger salaries,” he said. “The thing we built in 
Pittsburgh with Sid and Geno, I think it's special. Obviously, there's 
always an end to an era. I cannot predict when it's going to be done.” 

Letang leads all impending free agents in time-on-ice and all impending 
free agent D-men in points — and neither race is even close. 

With his long-serving agent, Kent Hughes, landing a gig as GM of the 
Montreal Canadiens, naturally there has been speculation that Letang 
might play out his career for his hometown. 

“That noise been in my ear for eight years, so it doesn’t really matter. 
You know, at the end of the day, I’m like, 34 years old. I’ve been through 
those things. It doesn’t really bother me anymore,” Letang said on March 
2, laughing. 

When the Penguins made their fourth opening-round exit in as many 
years, Letang doubled down: “The main goal is to stay here and play in 
Pittsburgh.” 

Mark Madden of Trib Live floated a four-year extension at $8.6 million per 
season would be fair. 

Extension talks with Letang and Hextall are ongoing. The GM said he’d 
like to make the D-man a Penguin for the rest of his career. 

There is a sense that if Letang wants to maximize dollars and term, 
however, he’ll go to market. 

The Athletic’s Rob Rossi reported the club’s best offer had been three 
years at $15 million. Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman had caught wind of a 
four-year extension at a bit less than Letang’s current AAV of $7.25 
million. 

“Certain players, if they want the most money, they’re probably going to 
go elsewhere,” Hextall said on Jan. 27. 

Regardless, Letang is priority No.1 right now. 

3. Filip Forsberg 

Age on July 13: 27 

Position: Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $6 million 

The latest: David Poile’s Nashville Predators went through a mini reset 
after watching Pekka Rinne retire and shipping out Ryan Ellis and Viktor 
Arvidsson in off-season trades. 
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Which has thrust Forsberg and Poile to a crossroads. Having already 
been run through the rumour mill in 2021, uncertainty around Forsberg’s 
future has lingered throughout the winter, past the trade deadline and 
now into the off-season. 

Forsberg was especially displeased with the Arvidsson move, but 
certainly put that behind him in his first 40-goal, 80-point campaign. 

On the open market, would the impact winger command more than $8 
million? Perhaps. 

Poile prefers to keep Forsberg’s salary under captain Roman Josi’s 
$9.06 million; Forsberg would like more than the $8 million Matt Duchene 
and Ryan Johansen earn. 

The sides have been banging away in an effort to find a happy medium 
for months now. 

"It's a lot of business decisions," Forsberg said. "But I've loved every 
minute of my time here in Nashville, and I don't see why I wouldn't love 
the future here too. It's definitely something that I want to do." 

Polie told Adam Vigan of The Athletic in late November that he’s not 
putting a timetable on a Forsberg decision. 

“Guys sign when it’s the right time, and teams do the same thing. It takes 
two to find a common denominator. There’s been some reporting that 
there hasn’t been much happening, but we’ve stayed in contact with his 
agents. It’s just a process. I think both sides would like to be together.” 

Poile shot down Andy Strickland’s Feb. 23 report that he was shopping 
his best forward. Surely, he’s received calls. 

"No, I'm not trying to trade Filip Forsberg. I'm trying to sign Filip 
Forsberg," Poile told 102.5 The Game in Nashville on March 1. "It hasn't 
been done. I don't know when it's going to get done. I don't have the 
crystal ball to say it will get done. Both sides want it to happen, but it 
hasn't happened now. 

"As of today, I can tell you, clearly, we are trying to sign Filip Forsberg." 

Poile was still singing from that same songbook at his season-ending 
press conference. 

"For today, and for the next month, or however long it takes, we're going 
to concentrate” on extending Forsberg, Poile said. “I can tell you Filip has 
been a great player for us. There is mutual interest in having him remain 
a Nashville Predator for the foreseeable future.” 

Forsberg appeared onstage at CMA Fest in mid-June, and the Nissan 
Stadium crowd started chanting, “Re-sign Forsberg!” 

Forsberg replied, “Thank you, guys. Let’s do it.” 

4. Nazem Kadri 

Age on July 13: 31 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

The latest: One of this season’s biggest bargains, Kadri has over-
delivered big-time on his $4-million salary. 

Before temporarily going down to injury, Kadri was top-five leaguewide in 
scoring. He’s having a phenomenal playoffs, avoiding suspension and 
ripping hat tricks. 

GM Joe Sakic and Kadri (who owns a 10-team no-trade list) are content 
to ride out the post-season before hunkering down and negotiating. 

“I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t thinking about it, but you try not to focus on it 
too much,” said Kadri, who ramped up his focus and training over the 
summer in anticipation of his contract showcase. 

“I just want to play out the season and focus on one game at a time, 
because I feel like that’s the best mentality and best preparation for it.” 

Unless Kadri takes another discount, the cold math says there won’t be 
room for him in Denver next fall. 

Sakic has already promised $16.25 million annually to younger core 
forwards Mikko Rantanen and Landeskog, and he must begin carving out 
serious cap space ($12 million?... more?) for Nathan MacKinnon in the 
summer of 2023. 

Further, the Avs don’t have a single NHL goalie under contract beyond 
this season and will have other holes to patch. 

Paying Kadri — what, $7 million? — into his mid-30s feels like a luxury 
they won’t be able to afford. 

Kadri switched agents, from Brian MacDonald to Darren Ferris, in 
anticipation of finding the best possible deal this summer. 

Why? 

“I just felt like it was time, you know. Through my career, I feel like I've 
given myself an opportunity to explore, and I've had the same agent for a 
long, long time now. And I just wanted to see what else was out there for 
me,” Kadri explained. 

“It was just difficult to do, in general. [MacDonald] was a great friend of 
mine. And we formed a great relationship. So it's always tough to have 
those conversations, but at the end of the day, I think I owe it to myself, 
and it's something that I've definitely earned.” 

Ferris negotiated Mitch Marner’s lucrative 2019 deal and got creative with 
Taylor Hall’s one-year bid in Buffalo as a UFA in 2020. 

Philadelphia is ready to spend to regain relevance. That is just one team 
to keep an eye on when the Kadri sweepstakes open up. 

5. John Klingberg 

Age on July 13: 29 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $4.25 million 

The latest: Much like Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm, a younger Klingberg 
signed a sweetheart team-friendly deal and is finally due a meaningful 
raise. 

While Klingberg’s production has dipped from his 67-point performance 
in 2017-18, top-four right-shot blueliners who can play in all situations 
never fail to command bidding wars. 

The Stars have already committed significant money to Miro Heiskanen 
($8.45 million) for eight years, Esa Lindell ($5.8 million) for four, and 
Ryan Suter ($3.65 million) for four. Giving Klingberg his due will make for 
a pricy D corps in 2022-23. 

In October, Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported that Klingberg was looking 
for a deal worth between $62 to $66 million on an eight-year term. 

The Fourth Period’s David Pagnotta reported in January that Klingberg 
had requested a trade in the fall, after extension talks hit a wall. 

"I don't think it's entirely true. It's not like I've been going out there and 
asking, 'I want to get traded now,' or something like that," Klingberg 
responded. "It's something that's been going on with the negotiations and 
stuff like that. I'm not going to lie — it's been a few frustrating years 
individually. 

"Other guys have signed right before the season before. I wanted to do 
that as well. Lately, it has been going more quietly and quietly. For me, 
as a player, I don't feel that I've been appreciated in that way when we 
don't even negotiate. It's quiet. For me, as a player, my agent, we talked 
to Jim a couple months back. He agreed that we could start talking with 
other GMs and see where we were at. Negotiation-wise, the Stars have 
been very quiet." 

Klingberg is coveted, but with the Stars in playoff contention, they held 
firm at the deadline. 

Elliotte Friedman suggested that Klingberg — a classic “own rental” — 
could ultimately sign with the Seattle Kraken. 

Despite the in-season drama, Klingberg maintained that he’d prefer to re-
sign in Texas. 
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"At the end of the day, I always want to stay here," Klingberg told 
reporters, after playoff elimination. "This is the only team I've been talking 
to, obviously. With [Nill] and on our side, we've been trying to find 
different ways to get it done. Year length, money-wise, just trying to get 
something we're both happy with." 

Nill was more accepting that money could be a hurdle here, but he later 
shuffled Ben Bishop’s contract off to Buffalo. So, that helps. 

"John has an opportunity to be a free agent, and I don't blame him," the 
GM said. "He's got to look after his family. He'll see what the market is, 
and we'll see what the market is, and get a feel for that and see if it's a fit 
for both parties. It all depends on term and money. He knows where 
we're at; I know where he's at. He's earned this right, and I give him full 
credit for that." 

6. Patrice Bergeron 

Age on July 13: 36 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $6.875 million 

The latest: Despite his age and potential retirement, Bergeron is still an 
all-world player. It would be disrespectful not to keep the Bruins captain 
and five-time Selke champ on our list. 

Bergeron announced in the fall that he’d skate out the final year of the 
eight-year, $55 million contract he inked with Boston back in 2013 before 
making a call on the next stage of his career. 

His body has been through the spin cycle. There is a chance he simply 
retires elite. 

Upon a Round 1 elimination by the Carolina Hurricanes, Bergeron said 
that were he to continue skating, he only has interest in Boston. But he 
wants time to rest and ponder signing a one-year deal with the B’s. 

Club president Cam Neely wants to give the captain his space but would 
prefer an answer soonish. 

“He understands that we have decisions to make coming up here,” Neely 
said. “I hope he feels good about his game still, because he had a pretty 
damn good year. So, hopefully he’s mentally prepared to have another 
one. You’ve got to give him some time to digest all that and talk with his 
family about it. But we have decisions to make coming up as well. 

“It’s tough to find a Bergeron. Hopefully, he does come back. But if he 
doesn’t, we’ve got to go to work.”  

Speaking again in early June, Bergeron said he is in no rush to make a 
retirement call.  

"I still think I have a lot of time ahead of me to make that decision," 
Bergeron said. "I'm going to make sure that I take all the time I need to 
make the right one." 

Sweeney won’t rush his first-ballot Hall of Famer into a choice. Still, what 
a pressure point for the organization. 

"You could look at plans B and C and such, but let’s be honest: You don’t 
replace that type of player and what he means to our organization. That 
might take years to replace that player in that sense," Sweeney said. 
"He’s given us indications that he’s not going to hold us up in terms of 
what we may have to do subsequent to making a decision. But to be 
perfectly honest, I don’t think there’s a timetable on it." 

7. Evander Kane 

Age on July 13: 30 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2.1 million 

The latest: The Edmonton Oilers’ heavily debated signing of Kane was 
proven to be the most impactful midseason acquisition in hockey. 

Not only did the top-six winger immediately contribute during the regular 
season — 22 goals and 39 points in 43 games — but through two rounds 

of the post-season, he led all goal-scorers and was averaging one even-
strength point per game. 

In recruiting Kane, GM Ken Holland asserted, “I believe in second 
chances.” That belief paid off in a bargain. 

There will be mutual interest in making Kane something more than a half-
year rental, but it’s complicated. The power forward’s former contract with 
the San Jose Sharks is still under grievance, and the player has dealt 
with bankruptcy and desires a payday. 

Logic suggests the more money Kane can claw back from the Sharks, 
the more flexible he can be on working out a slightly team-friendly deal 
with a contender. 

When Kane hired new agent Dan Milstein to negotiate his Oilers deal, 
roughly half the league expressed some level of interest in the sudden 
UFA. Interest will only spike after this playoff performance. 

With Holland’s only other pending UFAs being depth skaters, Kane 
should join goaltending as top priority this off-season. 

“I've been very happy with my time here,” Kane told reporters upon 
elimination. “The fans have been phenomenal. The people in the city 
have been phenomenal. This has got to be the best organization I've 
played for. So, I have no complaints and, just like everybody else, I'm 
curious looking forward to see what happens.” 

Holland’s take: “I can sign anybody. But someone's gotta go,” the GM 
reasoned. “If you love everybody, somebody's not staying. 

“Can you keep him? I can keep anybody. But I can't keep ‘em all.” 

Kane issued this statement in June: 

8. Andrew Copp 

Age on July 13: 27 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $3.64 million 

The latest: Controlling his fate in Winnipeg and opting not to sign long-
term, the steadily improving Copp was a sensible trade target for the 
New York Rangers. 

Their hand forced, the Jets moved Copp plus a sixth-rounder to the Big 
Apple in return for Morgan Barron, two conditional second-round picks 
and a fifth-round pick in 2023. 

One of those seconds improved to a first-rounder once Copp and the 
Blueshirts reached the Eastern Conference Final. 

Bruising and productive, Copp only elevated his game even further since 
the deal. The versatile two-way forward has cracked the 20-goal and 30-
assist marks for the first time in his career. He proved even more 
valuable in the playoffs, skating more than 20 minutes a night, scoring 
big goals, and contributing to special teams. 

The Rangers have decisions to make on a number of free agents — 
Alexandar Georgiev, Justin Braun, Kaapo Kakko, Tyler Motte, Ryan 
Strome, Frank Vatrano — but with how seamlessly he’s fit in, Copp is 
worth keeping as more than a rental. 

His new AAV should come in around $4.5 million. 

Is it as simple as GM Chris Drury making a choice between Strome and 
Copp? Affording both is unlikely. 

9. Darcy Kuemper 

Age on July 13: 32 

Position: Goaltender 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

The latest: Another tense off-season awaits Avs GM Sakic in ’22. 

Of his dozen impending free agents — a list that includes Kadri, Andre 
Burakovsky, Valeri Nichushkin, and Josh Manson — Kuemper may be 
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the most compelling. (No small wrinkle: MacKinnon will also become 
eligible to sign an extension this summer.) 

Scrambling to fill his crease once UFA Philipp Grubauer bolted for 
Seattle, Sakic paid a hefty price to Arizona for one year of Kuemper: a 
2022 first-round draft choice, a 2024 third-round draft choice, plus 
defenceman Conor Timmins. 

By extending backup Pavel Francouz mid-season (two years at $2 million 
a pop), Sakic at least ensured he’d have an NHL-level goalie under 
contract for 2022-23. But he’ll need more than that to contend again. 

Yes, Kuemper once again battled injuries, but his sparkling 37-12-3 
record and .921 save percentage through 57 appearances gave the Avs 
stability. And 2022’s UFA market will be thin on starters at the game’s 
most important position. He’ll reap plenty of interest. 

Both sides are taking a patient approach. Certainly Kuemper and the Avs 
reaching the Stanley Cup Final does not hurt his stock. 

10. Evgeni Malkin 

Age on July 13: 35 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $9.5 million 

The latest: Like Bergeron in Boston, there is a sense time is running out 
to win (again) with the aging core in Pittsburgh, and Malkin is but one of a 
few key impending UFAs. 

Even as Malkin slows down, his production has rebounded back to a 
point per game: 20 goals and 42 points over 41 games played in 2021-
22. 

A fitting comparable might be the deal veteran centre Joe Pavelski 
signed as a UFA in Dallas a few years back: three years, $21 million. 

Hextall & Co. have opened extension talks with Malkin mid-season, and 
those have carried on after playoff elimination. 

"We've had discussions with both guys. Certainly, they're a top priority for 
us. We have a limited amount of cap space to squeeze everybody in, but 
that's certainly our goal,” Hextall said on Jan. 27. 

“Negotiations have been fine, and we'll continue on.” 

Having raked more than $116 million in career earnings, Malkin said in 
December that his next isn’t weighing on his mind. 

"No, no, I'm not thinking about my contract. I'm not thinking about money. 
I'm, like, a pretty rich guy," Malkin said with a smile. 

"I know it's a little bit not easy, but I want three, four more years. And I 
feel like I can." 

Hextall reiterated on May 23 that “in a perfect world” Malkin retires a 
Penguin and that he would not place a timeline on an extension. 

"I believe I am still a good player, and I believe good players sign good 
contracts. I hope we sign a good deal,” Malkin said at locker cleanout. 

“I only can say right now I want to play, like, three or four years. Money is 
not a big deal, but I have family. I have parents. I want a good future for 
them." 

11. Jack Campbell 

Age on July 13: 30 

Position: Goaltender 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $1.65 million 

The latest: Until it’s signed, the topic of Campbell’s next contract won’t go 
away. 

There were reports that Leafs GM Kyle Dubas tiptoed into extension talks 
early in the season before Campbell’s stellar first-half performance 
vaulted him to his first all-star game nod. 

“Whoever said we’re talking is full of crap,” Campbell’s agent Kurt 
Overhardt told Postmedia in November. “I can tell you that there’s been 

no material discussions [with the Leafs]. Jack just wants to play hockey. 
That’s it.” 

A concerning post-Christmas dip in performance may have reduced his 
bargaining power and shaken his confidence, but Campbell rebounded 
nicely down the stretch and was the Leafs’ undisputed No. 1 in the post-
season. 

There has been mutual interest between player and club in extending the 
relationship. But at what cost? 

If Dubas wishes to commit long term, one trick will be manoeuvring 
around the $3.8 million AAV he gave Campbell’s backup, Petr Mrazek, 
as a UFA last summer. 

“Winning here means everything to me,” Campbell said after the Round 1 
defeat. “I love the city of Toronto, I love the fans, the support. My 
teammates are absolutely incredible, the coaching staff, really 
everything. 

“I absolutely love being a Leaf.” 

Would he take a little less than market value to remain one? 

“As far as me loving the city and doing everything I can to stay here,” 
Campbell replied, “that’s up to Kurt and Kyle to discuss.” 

Campbell’s career earnings fall under $4.2 million. This summer is his 
chance to hit it big. 

With RFAs Rasmus Sandin, Timothy Liljegren and Pierre Engvall 
needing raises too, keeping Campbell’s number reasonable is 
imperative. 

“I think I would put Jack in the same grouping in terms of him, Ilya 
Mikheyev, Mark Giordano (since re-signed), Ondrej Kase (actually an 
RFA) and Ilya Lyubushkin that are unrestricted free agents. We will sit 
down as a group here in the coming days and weeks,” Dubas said. 

“(Assistant GM) Brandon Pridham will get to work in speaking to their 
representatives and get an idea of what the expectations are. We will 
begin to look at the marketplace and then make our decisions from 
there.” 

The Leafs fired goaltending coach Steve Briere, with whom Campbell 
had a close relationship, and negotiations had been slow to gain 
momentum through early June. 

12. Claude Giroux 

Age on July 13: 34 

Position: Centre / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $8.275 million 

The latest: When the all-in Florida Panthers adopted the former face of 
the Philadelphia Flyers, Giroux looked like he’d been playing in Sunrise 
his whole life. 

Better than a point per game, the veteran added more firepower and 
another power play weapon to a roster that has already established itself 
as the league’s most dangerous. 

Then the Lightning came to town and unravelled the Presidents’ Trophy 
winners, their power-play, and their pricy rentals. 

Considering the price GM Bill Zito paid to bring Giroux into the fold, and 
considering the player handpicked his landing spot, one must imagine re-
signing the accomplished playmaker will be a priority — even with the 
Panthers’ tricky cap situation. 

"Florida was at the top of my list," Giroux said. "If there was a team I 
wanted to go to, it was here. I had a chance to play against them three 
times this year, watched a few of their games. Asked around about the 
guys on the team, the coach, management, and I didn't hear a lot of bad 
things. I'm just happy the deal got done." 

An opportunity to re-up will be there, as Zito is interested in extending the 
relationship. 
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But Giroux holds the leverage here. More money is likely to be found 
elsewhere. 

“As crazy as it might sound, I haven’t really talked about it or thought 
about it yet. I think it’s very important to have a few weeks to turn off the 
brain before you go back to thinking business, before you go back to 
training. A little time off is very important so you don’t go crazy,” Giroux 
told The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun on June 8. 

“Me and my family, we’ll obviously talk about it, do a little bit of 
homework, and see how things are going. But I’ve definitely enjoyed my 
time in Florida." 

More notable UFAs in 2022: Marc-Andre Fleury, Ville Husso, Vincent 
Trocheck, Valeri Nichushkin, Reilly Smith, Phil Kessel, Mason 
Marchment, Alexander Radulov, Ondrej Palat, David Perron, Rickard 
Rakell, Max Domi, Joe Thornton, P.K. Subban, Evan Rodrigues, Nick 
Leddy, Andre Burakovsky, Josh Manson, Nino Niederreiter, Ryan 
Strome, Paul Stastny, Ilya Mikheyev, Martin Jones, Braden Holtby, 
Andreas Athanasiou, Michael Stone, Calle Jarnkrok, Nick Paul, Marcus 
Johansson, Craig Anderson, Scott Wedgewood, Casey DeSmith 
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Andre Burakovsky gives Avalanche thrilling overtime win over Lightning 
in Game 1 of Stanley Cup Final 

 

Parker Gabriel, USA TODAY 

7-9 minutes 16/06/2022 

 

DENVER – The Stanley Cup Final see-saw lifted Colorado’s way in the 
first period Wednesday night and it swung back hard in favor of Tampa 
Bay in the second. 

Then, for more than a period and into overtime of Game 1, the board 
leveled out, a heavyweight leaning on each end. 

In the end, though, it was precision more than brute force that 
determined the winner: A flick of the wrist from Avalanche winger Andre 
Burakovsky, off a one-touch pass from Valeri Nichushkin in transition 
after a neutral zone turnover, that sent the puck past Lightning 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy and the game into franchise lore. 

The opening salvo in this championship quest: Colorado 4, Tampa Bay 3 
in overtime. 

“I saw (Colorado forward J.T.) Compher got the puck in the neutral zone 
and I was just trying to get out as quick as possible,” Burakovsky said of 
the final sequence. “I got back in and they made a great play to me. It 
was just for me to shoot it and lucky it went in.” 

This city waited 21 years for the Stanley Cup Final to return and when 
the moment finally arrived, it did so in classic fashion. Burakovsky’s 
game-winner capped what was the 20th finals-opening game to require 
extra time, and the 95th finals overtime game overall. 

On this night, an even first 60 minutes was the result of each team 
having a dominant stretch. 

The Western Conference champion Avalanche, playing for the first time 
in nine days since capping a sweep of Edmonton in the Western 
Conference final on June 6, jumped out to an early 3-1 lead in front of a 
raucous home crowd.  

The Tampa Bay Lighting, winners of not only the Eastern Conference but 
also the past two Stanley Cups, leveled the game in the second period 
with back-to-back goals in 48 seconds, including one at the end of a 
dazzling sequence from wingers Nikita Kucherov and Ondrej Palat.  

“Going into the third period even, I think any guy on our team would have 
taken that going into Game 1,” Avalanche defenseman Bowen Byram 
said. “We’ve got a chance to win and I thought we played a really good 
third, created some chances, and then we got it done in overtime.” 

Overtime came after the teams played even for the final 26:21 of 
regulation. Burakovsky finally broke the stalemate 1:23 into overtime. 

No Cup celebrations in Russia this year: NHL says Stanley Cup will not 
be allowed in Russia this summer for player celebrations 

Who will win the Stanley Cup: Colorado Avalanche or Tampa Bay 
Lightning? 
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delivered right to you! 

Colorado, wary of accumulating rust during its long wait in recent days, 
blasted out of the gate, riding a surge of energy from the 19,092 at Ball 
Arena to an early penalty kill, even strength goals from captain Gabriel 
Landeskog, Nichushkin and a five-on-three conversion by Artturi 
Lehkonen, which came at the end of a stretch of more than 70 
consecutive seconds of offensive zone possession.  

The power-play goal came shortly after Tampa Bay had pulled within 2-1 
and reestablished Colorado’s control of the game through the opening 20 
minutes. 

“I was pretty nervous all day and, coming out for warmups, the fans were 
amazing,” said Landeskog, who has been with the franchise since it 
drafted him No. 2 overall in 2011. “You’re trying to enjoy the moment as 
much as you can, but you’re human and the nerves are there. That’s OK, 
you’ve just got to deal with it and I thought, as a team, we did a good job 
of that tonight.” 

Nobody makes it this far into the season without being capable of 
winning in multiple ways, but broadly speaking, the most tantalizing 
element of this matchup is Colorado’s high-flying offense against 
Vasilevskiy’s world-class work in net. 

Entering Game 1, Colorado had scored 65 goals in 14 postseason 
games, pacing the postseason field. The Lightning, behind Vasilevskiy, 
lost the first two games in the Eastern Conference final to the New York 
Rangers and then reeled off four straight wins while allowing just five 
goals total. 

Colorado showed the speed and skill that has propelled its 13-2 
postseason record so far, putting three pucks past Vasilevskiy on 15 first-
period shots while largely keeping the pressure off of its own goalie, 
Darcy Kuemper, who returned to the lineup for the first time since Game 
1 of the Western Conference final.  

Past the midpoint of the second period, though, the Lightning tied the 
game in a blink. 

Vasilevskiy stopped a clean Nichushkin blast from the right circle and 
veteran defenseman Ryan McDonagh pushed the puck to the middle of 
the ice where Palat and Kucherov took over. Palat left the puck for 
Kucherov near the blue line and the forward put a sublime combination of 
moves on Colorado defenseman Devon Toews, working to his backhand 
and then flipping the puck back across Kuemper’s face, where Palat 
buried it to draw the Lightning within 3-2 with 7:09 remaining in the 
period.   

Kucherov’s line has been formidable all year and all postseason. Palat’s 
goal was his ninth of these playoffs, while Kucherov added a 17th assist 
to his seven conversions. 

Just 48 seconds later, Tampa Bay defenseman Mikhail Sergachev 
snapped a wrist shot past Kuemper.   

“The goals we gave up and the chances we gave up, we made some big 
mistakes on,” Colorado head coach Jared Bednar said. 

By that time, Vasilevskiy had settled in. He stopped Compher on a clean 
look in behind the defense. He moved laterally and handled traffic. After 
allowing the trio of early goals, he stopped the next 22 shots over the 
final 42:21 to close regulation. 
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Both goaltenders made plays down the stretch. Kuemper helped the 
Avalanche kill off a key penalty in the third period and all three short-
handed sequences on the night. 

“Darcy’s been a rock on the PK all playoffs,” Byram said. “He made a 
couple of huge saves, which we need sometimes. Your goalie has to be 
your best penalty killer. He came up huge.” 

Vasilevskiy helped the Lightning stave off a frantic final 1:24 of regulation 
down a man and then the opening 36 seconds of overtime, as well, 
before Burakovsky finally put the first game in the books for Colorado 
seconds later. 

“The right team won the game,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 
“Give them credit for pulling it out. We’ve got better in us, though. I don’t 
think by a country mile we played our best game.” 

The Lightning have been here before. They lost their first-round opener 
to Toronto and the first two to the Rangers in the East finals. The two-
time defending champs will have to play from behind again this year if 
they are to become the first team to win three straight titles since the 
New York Islanders won four in a row from 1980-83. 

 “We’ve not made it this far over the past couple of years because we 
can’t execute,” Cooper said. “It just didn’t happen for us tonight, but we’re 
still right there. … We’ll be back here in a couple of days.” 
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NHL says Stanley Cup will not be allowed in Russia this summer for 
player celebrations 

 

Parker Gabriel, USA TODAY 

2-3 minutes 16/06/2022 

 

DENVER – When the Stanley Cup makes its way around the globe this 
summer to spend a day with each member of the championship 
organization, it will not travel to Russia. 

NHL officials informed both the Tampa Bay Lightning and the Colorado 
Avalanche that Russian or Belarussian players on either roster will have 
to wait an undetermined amount of time before getting the chance to take 
the Cup to his home country. 

“With respect to this summer, the Cup isn’t going to Russia or Belarus,” 
NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said during a news conference 
ahead of Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final. “To that extent, we may owe 
a Cup trip in the future. That can happen like we did with the pandemic, 
but it’s not happening this summer."   

Russia has become increasingly cut off from the Western world since 
invading Ukraine in February, and the ongoing war has had an impact 
across sports. 

A trio of Tampa Bay players are Russian: star forward Nikita Kucherov, 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, 2021's playoff MVP, and defenseman 
Mikhail Sergachev. Colorado winger Valeri Nichushkin is also from 
Russia, ensuring that somebody from the country is going to win the Cup 
this year. 

On another Russia-related matter, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman 
said the league had not issued a directive about clubs staying away from 
drafting Russian or Belarussian players in upcoming NHL drafts. 

“They’re going to be totally available for selection, just like they are every 
year,” he said. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup: Colorado Avalanche or Tampa Bay 
Lightning? 

Mark of greatness: Professional sports teams to three-peat in last 50 
years 

Sign up for our sports newsletter: All the sports news you need to know 
delivered straight to you! 

Daly, though, intimated that he thought those players could see their draft 
stock take a hit. 

“Would it surprise me if somebody slipped based on where they were 
projected to go based on the inability to access them? Potentially,” he 
said. 
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Mark of greatness: Professional sports teams to three-peat in last 50 
years 

 

Damon Brooks Jr. and Toyloy Brown III, USA TODAY 

4-5 minutes 15/06/2022 

 

With Game 1 of the Stanley Cup starting Wednesday, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning have a chance to do something that hasn’t happened in the 
NHL in 39 years: three-peat. 

Pat Riley coined the term and the moniker is fit only for greatness, teams 
that can win it all back-to-back-to-back.  

A trifecta of championships is not only a rarity in ice hockey but in all 
other major professional sports leagues. The modern NFL still has never 
had a team achieve such a feat. 

In the spirit of a possible three-peat this NHL season, here are all the 
major pro teams in the U.S. to have achieved the prestigious landmark in 
the past 50 years. 

NBA 

Chicago Bulls 1991-1993 

Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls won their first three-peat from 
1991-1993 in victories over the Los Angeles Lakers, Portland Trail 
Blazers and the Phoenix Suns. Jordan put on a historic performance in 
Game 1 of the 1992 NBA Finals with a record breaking six three pointers 
in one half against Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Famer Clyde 
Drexler and the Trail Blazers. 

One memorable moment of the Bulls early dominance was in a close-out 
Game 6 of the NBA Finals, when forward Horace Grant kicked the ball 
out to guard John Paxson for a game-winning three pointer. The Bulls 
were led by the greatness of Jordan, but head coach Phil Jackson’s 
triangle offense was instrumental in key role players contributing to their 
early dominance in the 90’s.  

Chicago Bulls 1996-1998 

Jordan returned to the Bulls, after a two year retirement that led the all-
time great to venture into his childhood love of baseball. With No. 23 
back in the fold, the Bulls reclaimed their spot as the best team in the 
NBA. The Bulls continued to pummel their opponents and even won a 
then NBA-best 72 wins en route to their 1995-96 championship. In the 
Bulls “Last Dance,” Jordan hit the iconic “Last Shot,” over Utah Jazz 
guard Byron Russell to secure their sixth championship. 

Los Angeles Lakers 2000-2002 

Shaquille O’Neal and Kobe Bryant formed one of the most formidable 
duos in league history, which saw them collect three consecutive 
championships from 2000-2002. The Lakers featured several key role 
players in their run from the likes of Robert Horry, Derek Fisher, Rick 
Fox, and others. O’Neal and Bryant’s one-two punch provided the Lakers 
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with a physically imposing presence in the nimble O’Neal and the 
immensely skilled Bryant. 

WNBA 

Houston Comets 1997–2000 

The first true dynasty of the WNBA dominated its competition from the 
league’s opening tip in 1997. The Comets pulled the even more rare four 
consecutive championships from 1997 through 2000 thanks to its big 
three of Cynthia Cooper, Sheryl Swoopes and Tina Thompson. 

MLB  

Oakland Athletics 1972–1974  

The Swingin’ A’s were the first and only MLB franchise to string together 
three straight championship-winning teams besides the New York 
Yankees. The first two of the three-peat went the distance to Game 7 
against the Cincinnati Reds and New York Mets, respectively.   

New York Yankees 1998-2000 

The last full-blown Yankees dynasty started in 1998 when the squad 
experienced historic success, winning a franchise-record – and then-AL-
record – 114 games. The final world series win in the span was against 
the New York Mets – the first Fall Classic of New York teams since the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and Yankees faced in 1956. 

NHL 

Montreal Canadiens 1976–1979 

The Stanley Cup has lived in Montreal more than any other city with an 
NHL team with 24 titles. The supremacy it had was thanks to its wealth of 
talent – the 1977-78 squad, for example, featured nine future Hall of 
Famers. 

New York Islanders 1980–1983 

Once the Canadiens dynasty concluded, the Islanders picked up right 
where they left off with four championships of its own. The team hoisted 
its last Stanley Cup of the dynasty after sweeping an up-and-coming and 
Wayne Gretzky-led Edmonton Oilers. The New York team had 16 of the 
same players it had from the first title in 1980 in the last year. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.16.2022 

 


