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In Game 3 of Stanley Cup Final, Lightning must fight back vs. Avalanche – as Canes did 

By Chip Alexander 

In Game 3 of Stanley Cup Final, Lightning must fight back 
vs. Avalanche — as Canes did 

The Carolina Hurricanes shut out the Avs this season, the 
only team to do it. 

Colorado came into PNC Arena on March 10, Canes goalie 
Antti Raanta had 36 saves and that was that as Carolina won 
2-0. 

Unfortunately for the Canes, they gave up seven goals in the 
game a month later in Denver. More importantly, they lost 
their starting goalie as Frederik Andersen suffered an MCL 
tear in the 7-4 loss that kept him out the remainder of the 
regular season and the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Avs’ 7-0 dismantling of the Lightning on Saturday in 
Game 2 of the Stanley Cup final came against a proud, 
experienced team that has won the Cup each of the past two 
years. The Avs’ turn-and-burn transition game and overall 
speed befuddled the Lightning as the Avs took a 2-0 lead in 
the series after two wins in Denver. 

It was the 13th time this season, including the playoffs, the 
Avs have scored seven or more goals. They’re that fast, that 
lethal. 

Looking back at the game against Carolina at PNC Arena, 
many were expecting a track-meet type matchup between 
two of the best teams in the league — Colorado then first in 
points percentage and the Canes second. 

“It’s a team that’s just loaded,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said before the game. “They’ve got all the 
firepower in the world. When you play a team like this, there 
is no margin for error.” 

But the Canes throttled the Avs, ending a 13-game point and 
assists streak by Cale Makar, the Avs’ wunderkind 
defenseman, and a 12-game point streak by Nathan 
MacKinnon. The game evolved into a showcase for the two 
goalies: Raanta and Darcy Kuemper. 

The game was scoreless more than 14 minutes into the third 
period when an unlikely star emerged for the Canes: 
defenseman Ethan Bear. His shot from the right point — the 
Canes’ 35th of the game — hit the Avs’ Nazem Kadri in the 
slot and got past Kuemper. Sebastian Aho’s empty-net goal 
finished it off. 

“I thought it was a well-played hockey game by both teams, 
highly competitive, lots of pace (and) not a lot of room to 
move,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said after the game. 

Raanta was making a third straight start with Andersen out 
with an injury. The shutout was the 15th of his career and 
second of the season, and the game a harbinger of things to 
come. 

“It’s just getting that rhythm, getting the confidence and just 
playing the game,” Raanta said after the game. 

The Canes outshot the Avs 37-36 — Colorado’s Gabriel 
Landeskog had seven shots and MacKinnon six — and 
blocked 14 shots, five by Jaccob Slavin. 

The Canes’ game in Denver on April 16 was just the 
opposite, the Avs getting their shots and finding the net 
often, and Andersen then being helped off the ice. 

Andersen left the game late in the third period and his injury 
would remain something of a mystery — the Canes only 
calling it a “lower-body” concern — until his exit interview 
with the media, when Andersen revealed the MCL tear. 

The Avs, who clinched the Central Division that night with 
their ninth straight win, streaked to a 4-0 lead early in the 
second period. Jordan Staal scored twice and Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov had goals for the Canes, who pulled 
within 5-3 in the second period and 6-4 in the third. 

“Let’s be honest, they’ve got good players,” Brind’Amour said 
after the game. “I don’t know that it was a total gong show for 
us. We gave up too much early, then we fought back.” 

Fighting back is the only option the Lightning have left.
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Season In Review: The Forwards 

A look back at the 19 different skaters that played at least 
one game for the Canes this season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - All is said and done for the 2021-22 
Carolina Hurricanes season. 

Let's take a look back at the year of the fellas up front. 

Sebastian Aho  

Regular Season Totals: 79 Games Played, 37 Goals, 44 
Assists, 81 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 4 Goals, 7 Assists, 11 
Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

The team's number one center and top point producer had 
another strong season, proving once again that at just 24 
years old he's the present and the future for the club up front. 

An integral part of both the power play and penalty kill, Aho 
produced at over a point-per-game while going up against 
some of the biggest talents in the league. While his personal 
contributions matter little to him in comparison to the full 
team's success, the year after year consistency in his 
numbers should give full confidence that he can handle the 
responsibility of the position for many seasons to come. 

Max Domi  

Regular Season Totals: 19 Games Played, 2 Goals, 5 
Assists, 7 Points (after being acquired from Columbus on 
March 21) 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 3 Goals, 3 Assists, 6 
Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

The Canes were already in first place at the NHL's mid-
March trade deadline, but went out and added another piece 
to their forward group in Domi. 

What undoubtedly will be remembered most from Domi's 
abbreviated time with Carolina this season was his Round 1, 
Game 7 performance against the Boston Bruins. He scored 
twice, including the game-winning goal, sending his club to a 
second round matchup against the New York Rangers. 

Jack Drury 

Regular Season Totals: 2 Games Played, 2 Goals, 0 Assists, 
2 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/Carolina 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

Entering the season Drury was primed as a prospect for the 
team to have their eyes on in Chicago (AHL). In his first 
professional season in North America, the 2018 second 
round pick was then thrust into the Carolina lineup for a pair 
of games in mid-December as the club struggled through 
COVID-19 issues. 

Making the most of his opportunity, Drury scored in both 
games and his stock has only continued to rise since. Now 
looked at as someone who could be primed to make the 
jump to an every night player for the Canes next season, the 
center has been a key player for the Woves in their current 
quest for a Calder Cup. 

Jesper Fast  

Regular Season Totals: 82 Games Played, 14 Goals, 20 
Assists, 34 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games, 1 Goal, 0 Assists, 1 Point 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2022-23 
season 

#71's season started with three goals in four games, an early 
surprise to start the campaign. 

What wound up being more memorable from his season was 
his consistency alongside Nino Niederreiter and Jordan 
Staal, a responsible and dependable third line for nearly all 
82 games. Voted as the Steve Chiasson Award winner by his 
teammates for best exemplifying determination and 
dedication while proving to be to be an inspiration through 
his approach, Fast displayed that he's a fantastic depth piece 
for the club. 

Seth Jarvis  

Regular Season Totals: 68 Games Played, 17 Goals, 23 
Assists, 40 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 3 Goals, 5 Assists, 8 
Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

Surprise of the season? Feel-good story of the season? 
Both? 

To say the 2021-22 campaign was a success for the rookie 
would be an understatement. 

Back during training camp Rod Brind'Amour said that the 
2020 first round pick had all the tools on the offensive side of 
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the game to make the team, but it was his play away from 
the puck that needed some work in order for him to be an 
NHL player. By the end of the team's four-game preseason 
schedule and subsequent first nine games of the year, Jarvis 
had shown enough to warrant a full-time roster spot. 

Fast forward six months and the now 20-year old was not 
only in the lineup for his first career Stanley Cup Playoffs, he 
was the team's most productive player within the forward 
group. Despite being listed at just 5-foot-10, 181 lbs., Jarvis' 
willingness to go to the dirty areas of the ice proved that he 
what he make lack in size, he makes up for in heart. 

Add him to an already youthful core of Aho, Kotkaniemi, 
Svechnikov and more, it's hard not to be excited about 
what's to come for #24. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi  

Regular Season Totals: 66 Games Played, 12 Goals, 17 
Assists, 29 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 0 Goals, 2 Assists, 2 
Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2029-30 
season 

There was no shortage of eyeballs on "KK" during his first 
season in Carolina. There was the initial saga surrounding 
the offer sheet, him starting the season on the wing, his first 
game back in Montreal, a healthy eight-year contract 
extension and then a late-season knee injury. 

The takeaway though is that this was not a one season 
revenge tool toward the Montreal Canadiens. Kotkaniemi, 
like Jarvis, is now another piece to a core of Canes forwards 
in their early 20's that are building for years to come in 
Raleigh. 

Was there an adjustment period? Absolutely. But after the 
All-Star break and before his injury against Washington in 
March, #82 had been playing his best hockey of the year. 
The 21-year-old got settled into his role as the team's fourth 
line center for the second half of the season, but now with 
Vincent Trocheck's pending free agency putting some things 
in limbo, Kotkaniemi could be in line to take on more 
responsibility next season. 

Josh Leivo 

Regular Season Totals: 7 Games Played, 1 Goal, 2 Assists, 
3 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

The team's most commonly recalled forward when in need, 
Leivo made his presence felt when called upon. 

A staple in Chicago's lineup, the ninth-year professional 
currently leads all skaters in the Calder Cup Playoffs with his 
22 points in 14 games. 

Steven Lorentz  

Regular Season Totals: 67 Games Played, 8 Goals, 5 
Assists, 13 Points 

Playoff Totals: 5 Games, 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 0 Points 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

Four seasons ago Lorentz split time between the AHL and 
the ECHL. Three seasons ago he grew into a full-time AHL 
player, playing an important role on the way to winning a 
Calder Cup with Charlotte. Two years ago he made the jump 
to the NHL, playing 45 games in the shortened season. Now 
this past season the 2015 seventh round draft pick played in 
a career-high 67 games. 

The clear upward trajectory makes Lorentz a piece to love. 
His infectious positive attitude only furthers that. 

The next question is can he take another step now, 
potentially working his way up in the lineup? While he too is 
a free agent, some big decisions for Carolina up front could 
open more doors for #78. 

Jordan Martinook  

Regular Season Totals: 59 Games Played, 6 Goals, 9 
Assists, 15 Points 

Playoff Totals: 6 Games Played, 0 Goals, 1 Assist, 1 Point 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

A veteran presence within the team's locker room, 
Martinook's game is built around the energy he brings to the 
team. When you consider that a key fabric to Carolina's 
identity is their ability to forecheck and attack teams when 
they have the puck in their own end, that's where #48 brings 
a key element to the lineup. 

Martinook is also someone who clearly has the trust of his 
head coach, as #48 played up and down the lineup all year 
long for the club, including a stint on the first line. 

Never afraid to bang a body, Martinook was on the wrong 
end of two collisions this season that unfortunately caused 
him to miss some time. A nasty looking lower-body injury in 
early December held him out of the lineup for six weeks and 
then another lower-body injury during Game 3 of the series 
against Boston held him out until Game 5 of the next series 
against New York.  

Martin Necas  

Regular Season Totals: 78 Games Played, 14 Goals, 26 
Assists, 40 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 0 Goals, 5 Assists, 5 
Points 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

Necas was honest with his assessment of his play at his end 
of season media availability, sharing that his year was a 
disappointment. 

It was a slightly underwhelming first half for #88 with 22 
points in 38 games, but the second half highlighted the 
struggles to a new level. The 23-year-old had just one goal in 
the final month of the season and 18 points in the final 40 
games. The playoffs were no kinder.  
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This was the first time in his career that the 2017 first round 
selection was playing in a contract year and he hopes that 
when a new deal gets done he can take his game to new 
and brighter pastures. 

Nino Niederreiter  

Regular Season Totals: 75 Games Played, 24 Goals, 20 
Assists, 44 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 4 Goals, 1 Assist, 5 Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Like Necas, Niederreiter was also playing in a contract year 
and his performance likely earned him a healthy deal this 
summer. 

Finishing just one goal shy of his career-high, the 29-year-old 
was a goal-scoring force on the third line alongside Jordan 
Staal and Jesper Fast. Also a contributor on the power play, 
#21 was effective as could be down low and at the front of 
the net, making his bread and butter in the form of rebounds, 
deflections second chances. 

Stefan Noesen 

Regular Season Totals: 2 Games Played, 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 
0 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Noesen's lone activity in Raleigh this season came in 
December as the team had a string of players on the COVID-
19 list. But while in Chicago with the club's AHL affiliate, no 
player in the league scored more goals. 

Scoring 48 goals in 70 games, Noesen has 13 game-winners 
and 12 multi-goal games. Like teammate Andrew Poturalski, 
there is not much left to prove on the offensive side of things. 
As the attention turns to the future, will his confidence-
boosting season lead to more NHL time for the 2011 first 
round pick? 

Andrew Poturalski 

Regular Season Totals: 2 Games Played, 0 Goals, 2 Assists, 
2 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

As Noesen recorded the most goals in the American League 
this season, Poturalski took home the John B. Sollenberger 
Trophy for publishing the most points. 

It had been 12 years since a player published over 100 
points in the top developmental league for the NHL, but the 
Williamsville, NY native posted 101 in 72 games, earning the 
scoring title for the second time in his career. 

When called upon to fill a lineup spot for the Canes in 
December, Poturalski provided more of the same, tallying 
two assists in two games. They were the first two points of 
his NHL career, coming in his third and fourth games in the 
league. 

C.J. Smith 

Regular Season Totals: 1 Game Played, 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 
0 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Smith nearly played himself into the Canes lineup out of 
training camp, having an extremely notable preseason in his 
first year with the club. 

The forward had previously played in 14 NHL games with the 
Sabres and was among the final cuts for Carolina following 
the final preseason game. He produced at nearly a point-per-
game clip for Chicago (AHL) this season and was able to 
play in one game for the big club during the team's struggles 
with COVID-19 in December. 

Jordan Staal  

Regular Season Totals: 78 Games, 17 Goals, 19 Assists, 36 
Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 5 Points, 6 Assists 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2022-23 
season 

The 2021-22 campaign was a season of two different stories 
for the team's Captain. At the All-Star break he had just two 
goals in 40 games and was visibly frustrated with how things 
had gone. Then, in the second half, he exploded for 15 goals 
in 38 contests, trailing only Sebastian Aho for the most goals 
during the span. During the playoffs he was the team's most 
important forward, drawing the matchups against the lines of 
Patrice Bergeron and Mika Zibanejad and being the X-Factor 
in what allowed the Canes to win seven of their eight home 
games. 

Staal even made a bit of history along the way, as amid his 
scorching April he set a new NHL record for most days in 
between hat tricks. It was also the 14th consecutive season 
that he received at least one vote for the Selke Trophy, the 
first player in history to reach such feat. 

Derek Stepan  

Regular Season Totals: 58 Games Played, 9 Goals, 10 
Assists, 19 Points 

Playoff Totals: 3 Games Played, 0 Games, 0 Assists, 0 
Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Stepan signed with the Canes to provide depth down the 
middle for the lineup. What actually transpired was uncharted 
territory. 

For the first time in his career he was in and out of the lineup, 
serving as a healthy extra forward on numerous occasions 
throughout the season. While it was undoubtedly frustrating 
for him, both his head coach and teammates raved about the 
professionalism that #18 carried himself with throughout. 

To add another feather in his cap for the season, there were 
nine occasions in which Stepan was taken out of the lineup 
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for one game or more. In the nine games that he drew back 
into the lineup, he was ready, producing six points. 

Andrei Svechnikov  

Regular Season Totals: 78 Games Played, 30 Goals, 39 
Points, 69 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games, 4 Goals, 1 Assist, 5 Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2028-29 
season 

The team's 2018 first round pick took another step forward 
this regular season, publishing his first 30-goal year and a 
career-high 69 points. It's hard not to love the evolution of 
where Svechnikov's game is trending at this point in his 
career. 

If there were one area to nitpick though, the 22-year-old also 
had a career-high 79 penalty minutes, leading all Canes 
forwards. But that snarl to his game is also what makes 
Svechnikov not only a sniper with the puck on his tape, but 
also a blossoming power forward, as Brind'Amour pointed 
out several times this season. His physical play changed the 
course of several games this season. 

Where the next step will have to be taken for #37 is in the 
postseason. More was expected of him during the team's 
playoff run and while he was not alone, he didn't meet the 
required contributions - one portion of the team's ultimate 
shortcoming. 

Teuvo Teravainen  

Regular Season Totals: 77 Games Played, 22 Goals, 43 
Assists, 65 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 4 Goals, 7 Assists, 11 
Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

Already known as one of the better play-making wingers 
across the league, Teravainen had his second-best season, 

statistically, this year. Commonly playing alongside 
Sebastian Aho, #86 was a lock on the wing within the top six, 
possessing the ability to play on either the left or right side of 
the ice. 

Leading the team with 31 power play points, the 27-year-old 
also shared the team lead in shorthanded points with Aho as 
well. The two were called upon to kill penalties over the 
course of the season, often generating offense along the way 
with the open ice. 

While he is an elite passer, there were portions of the season 
where Teravainen was harped on for being too passive. 
Brind'Amour was always quick to say that he possesses a 
world-class shot, when he elected to use it. That truth was 
proven in the form of his 22 goals, which finished fourth on 
the team. 

Vincent Trocheck  

Regular Season Totals: 81 Games Played, 21 Goals, 30 
Assists, 51 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 6 Goals, 4 Assists, 10 
Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Anchored as the team's second line center, Trocheck was 
the fifth member of the club to reach the 20-goal mark this 
season. It was the fourth time in his career that he hit the 
number and first since the 2017-18 campaign. 

After being acquired at the trade deadline in February of 
2020, this was the first 82-game season in red, black and 
white for the right-handed forward, who produced his fourth 
career year of 50+ points. He was consistent throughout, 
missing just one game during the final week of the regular 
season for resting purposes. Along the way he played in his 
500th career game, too. 

Now, like Niederreiter, Trocheck was in a contract year and 
may have played his way into a big pay day, setting up an 
interesting summer ahead.
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About Last Season: Martin Necas 

The Czech forward seemed poised for a breakout season, 
and while he had solid production, many fans couldn’t help 
but feel frustrated with his inconsistencies.  

By Ryan Henkel 

Martin Necas 21-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 23 

 NHL Seasons: 3 

 Scoring: 14 Goals, 26 Assists, 40 Points in 78 
games 

 Playoff Scoring: 0 goals, 5 assists, 5 points in 14 
games 

 Advances Statistics: 53.67 CF%, 56.34 SCF%, 
52.24 xGF%, 66.67 GF% 

 Average TOI: 11:33 ES, 2:34 PP, 0:58 SH 

 Contract Status: Restricted Free Agent 

Martin Necas may have been one of the most polarizing 
players on the Carolina Hurricanes this season when strictly 
talking about the performances on the ice. 

The young winger had some brilliant, highlight-reel moments, 
but his inconsistent impact left even the most supportive 
wanting more.  

His talent is obvious. Necas’ skating is elite and he has great 
stickhandling abilities and when he can get it off, a 
tremendous one-timer too. But the problem areas are still 
way too prevalent.  

He has a knack for hanging onto pucks too long and forcing 
himself into corners and bad shot locations, he is very hit or 
miss with his compete level and engagement along the 
boards and in front of the net and when the frustrations set 
in, he opts to pass away good lucks too often. 

But to be fair to Necas, it was truly a tale of two seasons. 

Before January, Necas had seven goals and 18 points in 28 
games (0.64 point pace) to begin the season and then had 
seven goals and 22 points in 50 games (0.44 pace pace) to 
finish off the season. He then registered just five assists in 
14 playoff games. 

So what happened? One possible explanation is the fact that 
Necas was one of the many Hurricanes to miss time in 
January due to a COVID-19 outbreak. 

The virus affects people in many different ways and we have 
seen many athletes state that returning to play had been 
difficult at times after getting sick.  

That’s not to simply write off his rough patches and 
inconsistencies, but it is difficult to accurately judge 
someone’s performance when that could be a factor. 

And it’s not like he hasn’t been a solid NHLer so far. Necas 
has offered steady production in the Hurricanes’ lineup since 
he earned his spot three years ago. He has also been a 
great penalty killer. 

Which is why any calls to trade Necas seem to be more so 
ones borne of in-the-moment frustrations.  

Necas was tied for eighth on the team in total points (40) and 
goals (14) this season and those totals were one off his 
career high in points and two off his career high in goals. 

So perhaps because of his apparent talent and draft 
pedigree, the expectations for him have been too high, but 
his production has been in line with a middle-six forward at a 
cost effective price tag too. 

Can he be better than he was? Absolutely, but that doesn’t 
mean he wasn’t contributing at all or hurting the team. 

Necas is an RFA and he won’t command a ton of money at 
this point and a bridge deal is the most logical expectation for 
his next contract. Perhaps with another year and some 
different lineup configurations, Necas can have a better year, 
but he should still be expected to produce effectively for his 
price tag.  

Now this isn’t to say that Necas is one of the Hurricanes’ 
untouchables in a trade, but you don’t just go and trade a 
cost-controlled middle-six producer unless it is for legitimate 
value back.  

A high-end goal scorer is a big need for the Hurricanes and 
Necas would be a pretty good chip to offer up.  

And that also might be the best case scenario for Necas. 

What I mean by that is that perhaps a bit of the headaches 
with the young Czech simply come from a difference of 
hockey philosophies.  

Necas loves to play the game by opening up space with his 
elite skating and creating chances with the puck on his stick. 
That’s why he mentioned in his exit interviews that he wants 
to play center. Whenever he has the puck, it’s clear that he 
plays the game like he is a center. 

And that’s because he is a natural center having played 
there as recently as 2019 with the Charlotte Checkers on 
their way to winning the Calder Cup. 

However, Rod Brind’Amour sees the center position as the 
defensive crux of a team that needs to be the most 
responsible position on the ice. He isn’t so much a fan of the 
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free wheeling offensive style of center and Necas isn’t up to 
par on the defensive side of the game. 

Maybe that’s why Necas had struggles with consistency. It 
could be a case of trying to fit a square peg into a round 
hole. Problems will arise unless you put in the work to 
smooth out the edges. 

And that means a give-and-take from both sides. For one, 
Necas is 6-foot-3, but doesn’t utilize his size well. If he can 
put on a bit more weight and play a little harder, it will go a 

long way for him in today’s NHL. He also has to engage 
more. Get in those hard areas and win puck battles. 

On the other side, Necas needs to be given a bit more 
freedom to create off the rush. He can’t utilize his skillset 
when playing solely a grind game.  

Maybe Necas is primed to take another step for Carolina, or 
maybe he’s reached his peak. Or maybe this is another Elias 
Lindholm situation where for a player to unlock his true 
potential, a change of scenery is needed.

Wolves rule Game 2 

Leivo, Noesen and Poturalski provide record performances 
in rout  

The Chicago Wolves reeled off four goals in the opening 11 
minutes to trigger a 6-2 triumph over the Springfield 
Thunderbirds in Game 2 of the Calder Cup Finals Monday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Josh Leivo scored two goals while forwards Richard Panik, 
Spencer Smallman and Andrew Poturalski and defenseman 
Joey Keane also produced goals for the Wolves (11-4), who 
evened the series after Springfield posted a 5-4 overtime win 
Sunday. 

Stefan Noesen notched a postseason franchise-record-tying 
four assists and Poturalski added a postseason franchise-
record-tying four points for the Wolves, who head to 
Massachusetts for the next three games — starting with 
Game 3 at 6 p.m. Wednesday. 

“We were just working harder,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “Played harder. Played within our structure 
more. More details to our game. Our power play got clicking 
again and obviously that’s important. Definitely a better start 
and a more consistent game, for sure.” 

For the ninth game in a row, the Wolves opened the scoring. 
Noesen wristed a shot from the right half-wall that goaltender 
Joel Hofer rejected directly to the left circle for Panik, who 
deposited it into the open net for a 1-0 lead at 1:42. 

Just 29 seconds later, rookie forward Ivan Lodnia carried the 
puck into the offensive zone and dished to Smallman coming 
up the middle. Smallman fired a wrister going against the 
grain and Hofer couldn’t get enough of the shot to prevent it 
from giving the Wolves a 2-0 lead at 2:11. 

The Wolves pushed the lead to 3-0 at 8:15 of the first on 
Keane’s first goal of the playoffs. Poturalski won a faceoff in 
the offensive zone and Noesen steered it back to Keane at 
the point. The Homer Glen native shimmied his way into 

open space in the right circle and snapped a wrister through 
traffic. 

Chicago continued the onslaught when Springfield provided 
a 5-on-3 power-play opportunity. Poturalski faked a slap shot 
from the high slot and dished to Leivo in the left circle for a 
one-timer into an open net that made it 4-0 at 10:12. 

The Wolves boosted their advantage to 5-0 when Noesen 
swiped a clearing pass, spied Poturalski headed to the far 
post and fed him for a tap-in at 5:18 of the second. 

With that helper, Noesen became the first Wolves player 
since Darren Haydar on May 4, 2007, to register 4 assists in 
a postseason game and the first since Jason Krog on June 
10, 2008, to post 4 points in a playoff game. He also became 
the first AHL player to notch 4 assists in a Finals game since 
Norfolk’s Cory Conacher in 2012. 

Springfield finally got on the board when it received a 5-on-3 
power-play chance and defenseman Calle Rosen took 
advantage at 13:54 of the second. Will Bitten made it 5-2 at 
16:23. 

Leivo earned his own spot in the Wolves record book when 
he slammed home a Jack Drury feed for a power-play goal at 
9:15 of the third. His 13th marker of the postseason broke 
the record he shared with Scott Pearson (1998), Steve 
Larouche (2001), Steve Maltais (2002), Jason Krog (2008) 
and Darren Haydar (2008). 

Pyotr Kochetkov (3-1) posted 22 saves to earn the win while 
Hofer (6-3) stopped 35 of 41 shots in the battle of rookie 
goaltenders. 

After the Thunderbirds host Games 3 through 5 at 
MassMutual Center, the Wolves are slated to host Game 6 
on Tuesday, June 28, and Game 7 on Wednesday, June 29, 
if necessary. To receive the best ticket deals, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article262676967.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/season-in-review-the-forwards/c-334613116 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/20/23175547/about-last-season-martin-necas-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/20/wolves-rule-game-2/ 
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In Game 3 of Stanley Cup Final, Lightning must fight back vs. Avalanche 
— as Canes did 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED JUNE 20, 2022 1:51 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes shut out the Avs this season, the only team to 
do it. 

Colorado came into PNC Arena on March 10, Canes goalie Antti Raanta 
had 36 saves and that was that as Carolina won 2-0. 

Unfortunately for the Canes, they gave up seven goals in the game a 
month later in Denver. More importantly, they lost their starting goalie as 
Frederik Andersen suffered an MCL tear in the 7-4 loss that kept him out 
the remainder of the regular season and the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Avs’ 7-0 dismantling of the Lightning on Saturday in Game 2 of the 
Stanley Cup final came against a proud, experienced team that has won 
the Cup each of the past two years. The Avs’ turn-and-burn transition 
game and overall speed befuddled the Lightning as the Avs took a 2-0 
lead in the series after two wins in Denver. 

It was the 13th time this season, including the playoffs, the Avs have 
scored seven or more goals. They’re that fast, that lethal. 

Looking back at the game against Carolina at PNC Arena, many were 
expecting a track-meet type matchup between two of the best teams in 
the league — Colorado then first in points percentage and the Canes 
second. 

“It’s a team that’s just loaded,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
before the game. “They’ve got all the firepower in the world. When you 
play a team like this, there is no margin for error.” 

But the Canes throttled the Avs, ending a 13-game point and assists 
streak by Cale Makar, the Avs’ wunderkind defenseman, and a 12-game 
point streak by Nathan MacKinnon. The game evolved into a showcase 
for the two goalies: Raanta and Darcy Kuemper. 

The game was scoreless more than 14 minutes into the third period 
when an unlikely star emerged for the Canes: defenseman Ethan Bear. 
His shot from the right point — the Canes’ 35th of the game — hit the 

Avs’ Nazem Kadri in the slot and got past Kuemper. Sebastian Aho’s 
empty-net goal finished it off. 

“I thought it was a well-played hockey game by both teams, highly 
competitive, lots of pace (and) not a lot of room to move,” Avs coach 
Jared Bednar said after the game. 

Raanta was making a third straight start with Andersen out with an injury. 
The shutout was the 15th of his career and second of the season, and 
the game a harbinger of things to come. 

“It’s just getting that rhythm, getting the confidence and just playing the 
game,” Raanta said after the game. 

The Canes outshot the Avs 37-36 — Colorado’s Gabriel Landeskog had 
seven shots and MacKinnon six — and blocked 14 shots, five by Jaccob 
Slavin. 

The Canes’ game in Denver on April 16 was just the opposite, the Avs 
getting their shots and finding the net often, and Andersen then being 
helped off the ice. 

The Avs, who clinched the Central Division that night with their ninth 
straight win, streaked to a 4-0 lead early in the second period. Jordan 
Staal scored twice and Aho and Andrei Svechnikov had goals for the 
Canes, who pulled within 5-3 in the second period and 6-4 in the third. 

“Let’s be honest, they’ve got good players,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “I don’t know that it was a total gong show for us. We gave up too 
much early, then we fought back.” 

Fighting back is the only option the Lightning have left. 
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Carolina Hurricanes free agent tracker: Who are Canes signing during 
NHL offseason? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Among the unrestricted free agents: forwards Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo and forward Martin Necas are 
among the restricted free agents. 
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NHL free agency begins July 13. The league announced Thursday the 
salary cap would be $82.5 million in 2022-23, an increase of $1 million 
from this season. 

The News & Observer will keep track of the signings, additions and 
departures. 

UNRESTRICTED FREE AGENTS 

FORWARDS 

Vincent Trocheck 

Age: 28.. Height: 5-10. Weight: 183. Shoots: Right. 

2021-22: 81 games, 21 goals, 30 assists, 51 points, plus-21 plus/minus 

2021-22 cap hit: $4.75 million. 

The Canes were expecting more offensive production from their second-
line center, but he did not come up lacking in effort, willingness to 
compete and combativeness as a 200-foot player. Also had 10 points in 
14 playoff games. 

PLUS: One of four NHL players with at least 50 points and 180 hits, and 
led Canes forwards in blocked shots. Won 54.6% on draws. Plays with 
snarl to his game. 

Minus: Often found in the middle of scrums, he had 78 penalty minutes, 
second to Andrei Svechnikov among the forwards. 

Nino NIederreiter 

Age: 29. Height: 6-2. Weight: 218. Shoots: Left. 

2021-22: 75 games, 24 goals, 20 assists, 44 points, plus-29 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $5.25 million. 

Joined center Jordan Staal and right wing Jesper Fast in giving Canes 
their most consistent line. His 24 goals were one off his career-high and 
his plus-29 plus/minus rating a career best. 

PLUS: Has a physical presence in front of the net and on the forecheck, 
and had five game-winning goals this season. Of his 24 goals, 20 came 
at even strength. 

Minus: His playoff production in four seasons with Canes has been 
negligible: 43 games, seven goals, 12 points. 

Max Domi 

Age: 27. Height: 5-10. Weight: 192. Shoots: Left. 

2021-22 (with Canes): 19 games, two goals, five assists, seven points, 
plus-8 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $5.3 million. 

Traded to the Canes on March 21 from the Columbus Blue Jackets in a 
three-team deal that included Florida, he had to play catchup in learning 
Canes systems. Became unexpected Game 7 hero against Bruins in first 
round of playoffs, with two goals and assist. 

PLUS: Versatile forward can be used up and down the lineup and plays 
with some toughness. Former Arizona first-round pick sees the ice well 
and can make some terrific passes. 

Minus: His play was good at times, indifferent at times with the Canes. 
Could disappear in some games and Canes were hoping for more 
physical play. 

Derek Stepan 

Age: 31. Height: 5-11. Weight: 196. Shoots: Right. 

2021-22: 58 games, 9 goals, 10 assists, 19 points. Even plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $1.35 million 

The veteran, playing in his 12th season in the league on a one-year 
contract, got in 58 games for the Canes, usually as the fourth-line center. 
He served as mentor for such young players as Seth Jarvis and Steven 
Lorentz. 

PLUS: Low-maintenance player who does whatever he’s asked to do. 
Responsible in he defensive zone. Has played more than 900 regular-
season and playoff games at age 31. 

Minus: Canes signed him for his experience and savvy but used him in 
just three playoff games, all against Boston. 

DEFENSEMEN 

Ian Cole 

Age: 33. Heigth: 6-1. Weight: 225. Shoots: Left. 

2021-22: 75 games, 2 goals, 17 assists, 19 points, plus-15 plus/minus. 

2021-22 Cap hit: $2.9 million. 

A two-time Stanley Cup winner with Pittsburgh, he gave the Canes a 
solid third-pair D-man with experience and helped Carolina top the NHL 
in penalty killing. Was second on team in blocked shots (104) and fifth in 
hits (110). 

PLUS: Plays a physical brand of hockey. Was third on Canes in short-
handed time per game (2:30). Had a game-winning goal in playoffs 
against Rangers. 

Minus: Had a team-high 83 penalty minutes in regular season and 
several minors proved to be momentum-killers for the Canes. 

Brendan Smith 

Age: 33. Height: 6-2. Weight: 200. Shoots: Left 

2021-22: 45 games, 4 goals, 4 assists, 8 points, plus-6 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $800,000. 

The Canes signed the free agent to a one-year contract last year and 
brought in a D-man who was tough, delivered some big hits and dropped 
the gloves when needed. Missed 10 games in late-February and early 
March after suffering a fractured skull when hit behind the ear by a shot. 

PLUS: A fearless type. Despite the injury, Smith did not change his game 
after his return and fought Washington bruiser Tom WIlson. 

Minus: Has lost some speed through the years and appears to wear 
down in games. 

RESTRICTED FREE AGENTS 

FORWARDS 

Martin Necas 

Age: 23. Height: 6-2, Weight: 189. Shoots: Right 

2021-22: 78 games, 14 goals, 26 assists, 40 points, plus-5 plus-/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $863,333. 

The Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2017, he has been used on the right 
wing in his three full NHL seasons. Was drafted as a center out of 
Czechia and wants a shot playing the middle, and Brind’Amour doesn’t 
seem totally against the idea 

PLUS: He’s still young and the kid can fly. Give him open ice and he can 
produce some spectacular plays. 

Minus: Necas’ speed and skill is top rate but the expected production 
hasn’t been there. Non-factor in the 2022 playoffs (0 goals, 5 assists.). 

*Steven Lorentz 

Age: 26. Height: 6-3. Weight: 192. Shoots: Left 
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2021-22: 67 games, 8 goals, 5 assists, 13 points. Plus-1 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $725,000 

The former seventh-round draft pick has played 112 games in the past 
two seasons in a fourth-line role, with career-high 67 this year. 

PLUS: Uses his size well to be a physical and effective forechecker. An 
all-effort type, he had 67 hits and 24 takeaways while averaging 10:53 in 
ice time. 

Minus: While creating his share of offensive chances, he needs to be a 
better finisher around the net. 

DEFENSEMEN 

*Tony DeAngelo 

Age: 26. Height: 5-11. Weight: 180. Shoots: Right. 

2021-22: 64 games, 10 goals, 41 assists, 51 points, plus-30 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $1 million. 

While a controversial free-agent signing, he delivered on the ice. Set 
Hurricanes records for assists and points in a season by a D-man. 
Second on the Canes in plus/minus while usually slotted with Jaccob 
Slavin on the top D pair. 

PLUS: His defensive play was better than anticipated. Slick passer who 
was second in power-play assists (18). Had “Gordie Howe hat trick” 
(goal, assist, fight) against Blackhawks early in season, first for a Canes 
player since 2011-12. 

Minus: A combative type, he has a tendency to lose his poise and focus 
at times, particularly in road games. 

*Ethan Bear 

Age: 24. Height: 5-11. Weight: 197. Shoots: Right. 

2021-22: 58 games, 5 goals, 9 assists, 14 points, Plus-1 plus/minus. 

2021-22 cap hit: $2 million. 

The Canes traded for Bear, sending forward Warren Foegele to 
Edmonton, and expected more from the right-shot D-man. Was paired 
with Jaccob Slavin and quarterbacked the second power-play unit in the 
season opener. Ice time and role diminished as season progressed. 

PLUS: Can add some offensive help from the back end and had two 
game-winning goals. Defensive zone work needs to be more consistent. 

Minus: His play slipped noticeably after being sidelined for six games 
with COVID-19 in late November. Did not get in a playoff game. 

* -- arbitration eligible 
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‘We haven’t learned a damn thing’: Sexual violence is embedded in junior 
hockey culture 

 

Katie Strang, Dan Robson, Ian Mendes 

20/06/2022 

 

Content warning: This story contains details about alleged sexual 
assault. The content may be difficult to read and emotionally upsetting. 

Multiple officials from Hockey Canada will be in Ottawa on Monday to 
testify in a Canadian parliamentary hearing in front of the Standing 

Committee on Canadian Heritage and take questions from committee 
members about a lawsuit that has roiled the sport. 

In that lawsuit, a young woman alleges that in June 2018 she was 
sexually assaulted in a London, Ontario hotel room for hours by eight 
players “for, and members of the Canadian Hockey League and Hockey 
Canada, including but not limited to members of” that year’s gold medal-
winning U20 Men’s Junior Hockey Team. The incident followed a Hockey 
Canada Foundation golf outing and gala event, according to the claim. 

Among the more harrowing details contained within the allegations: The 
young woman said she was plied with alcohol, lured back to a player’s 
hotel room and subjected to a variety of non-consensual sexual acts 
which “collectively constituted sexual abuse and assault.” She said she 
was videotaped prior to the assault and instructed to say she was sober. 
She said she was prevented from leaving the room and was fearful of the 
fact that players had brought golf clubs into the room. After the assault, 
she said she was directed to shower. 

That lawsuit was settled by Hockey Canada last month. When news 
surfaced about the allegations, the national governing body’s role in 
resolving the matter became a point of scrutiny, and not just among 
those tasked with governmental oversight (Hockey Canada receives 
government funding). The allegations again prompted questions from 
within the greater hockey community about sexual violence, misogyny 
and the mistreatment of women.  

Logan Mailloux, who was criminally convicted in Sweden of 
photographing and disseminating an explicit photo of a woman 
performing a sexual act without her consent, was drafted in the first 
round of the 2021 draft by the Montreal Canadiens shortly after the news 
of his conviction became public. Reid Boucher, a former NHL player who 
most recently played in the KHL, was charged with sexually assaulting 
his 12-year-old billet sister. Boucher received no jail time at his 
sentencing; he will serve four years of probation. (Two women told The 
Athletic that Boucher solicited lewd photos from them when they were 
teens.) Jake Virtanen was charged with sexual assault following a 
lengthy investigation by the Vancouver Police Department; he will stand 
trial next month and has pleaded not guilty.  

In a statement released last week, Hockey Canada insisted it did not use 
government funding to subsidize its out-of-court settlement with the 
young woman in the lawsuit, and the organization stated via a 
spokesperson that the national governing body welcomes the chance to 
discuss with the committee the organization’s “ongoing commitment to 
the safety and integrity of youth sport.” Officials are expected to face 
questions that extend beyond a simple forensic audit of how they 
handled this particular suit.  

Following the revelations in October 2021 of how the Chicago 
Blackhawks mishandled a case of sexual assault against one of its their 
own players, Kyle Beach, by team video coach Brad Aldrich, the hockey 
world characterized the aftermath and fallout from the investigation as a 
“reckoning.” 

Yet, seven months following that probe, which resulted in multiple 
Blackhawks officials – general manager Stan Bowman and senior vice 
president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac – stepping down and coach 
Joel Quenneville resigning his post, a different set of hockey executives 
will face scrutiny as to how they handled sexual assault allegations. 

“I don’t think people take the time to really think about the dynamics of all 
of this,” said Brenda Tracy, founder of Set The Expectation, a sexual 
assault education and prevention program geared toward athletes and 
teams. “People have this idea that this stuff just sort of happens. No it 
doesn’t. In a gang rape, these guys are taking turns, so it takes time to 
unfold. People make it seem like these things come together like it’s all 
one big accident. It’s not. It’s predatory.” 

Tracy was sexually assaulted by four men, two of whom were members 
of the Oregon State football team, in 1998, an incident she has described 
in detail in her advocacy work, often times at a great personal cost to her 
emotional wellbeing. 
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The young woman that filed the lawsuit has not spoken publicly – 
confidentiality agreements are common in settlements of this nature, 
though Hockey Canada has declined to say whether this settlement 
included one – but she is who Tracy will be thinking of when these 
hearings commence Monday afternoon. She hopes others will as well. 

“I can’t imagine what this victim is going through,” Tracy said.  

It’s a hockey story, decades old. 

Swift Current, Saskatchewan, in 1989. Guelph, Ontario, in 1992. 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, in 1995. Windsor, Ontario, also 1995. Barrie, 
Ontario, in 2000.  

Across the junior hockey landscape, the incidents seem to play on 
repeat. Different towns, different teams, different players — but the 
details were eerily similar.  

Multiple members of a junior hockey team facing allegations of sexual 
assault against a single female victim. In many cases, team loyalists 
impugned the reputations of young women who dared to put the futures 
of decent young men – local heroes – at risk. Stories from the women’s 
past weaponized against them to cast doubt on their claims and sewer 
their credibility. 

In Swift Current, a 17-year-old girl said she was assaulted by two 
members of the Memorial Cup champion Swift Current Broncos after an 
invitation to watch TV at her parents’ house became a non-consensual 
attack that left her bleeding profusely. In court, both players admitted that 
they had sex with the girl, but said the acts were consensual.  

When sexual assault charges against the two players were stayed, 
Broncos coach Graham James — now notorious for sexually abusing 
multiple players he coached — noted how difficult the ordeal had been 
on his team. 

The girl was charged with mischief. She attempted suicide by taking 
sleeping pills but survived. She was later acquitted of the charge, with the 
judge stating that the girl — who became the accused — had suffered 
“considerable physical and emotional pain” from acts that were 
“degrading and disgusting by any reasonable person’s standards.” 

In Guelph, three players were charged with sexual assault after a 16-
year-old girl told police she was forced to have sex with them at the 
Guelph Storm’s season-ending party. The charges were dropped on the 
eve of their trial. 

In 1995, five members of the Saskatoon Blades were investigated for 
sexual assault after a 16-year-old girl said they had sex with her while 
she was unconscious at a house party. The Blades GM said he’d heard 
that she was a willing participant who bragged about the incident to 
schoolmates. The WHL president insinuated that the girl had a 
reputation. 

“Certainly if the reports I’m getting (are true), this wasn’t her first time in 
the kip,” said Ed Chynoweth, who also led the entire CHL at the time. 

The investigation was closed. No charges were laid. 

Also, in 1995: three members of the Windsor Spitfires faced multiple 
sexual assault charges after a 24-year-old woman said she was sexually 
assaulted in her apartment and forced to have anal intercourse by the 
players.  

An attorney for one of the players dismissed the woman as not credible, 
revealing that the woman had also made sexual assault claims against a 
teacher when she was 14; those charges were later dismissed. Two of 
the accused — including No. 1 NHL draft pick Ed Jovanovski — counter-
sued her for defamation, though the suit was dropped after the sexual 
assault charges were withdrawn because testimony in a preliminary 
hearing was ruled inconclusive.  

In 2000, three members of the Barrie Colts were charged with the sexual 
assault of a 16-year-old girl. Those charges were also withdrawn several 
months later, with the crown citing no reasonable prospect of conviction. 

Three years after both the incidents in Windsor and Saskatoon, 
Canadian journalist Laura Robinson published a book on junior hockey 
culture titled “Crossing the Line: Violence and Sexual Assault in 
Canada’s National Sport,” which featured a constellation of examples of 
highly problematic, if not outright criminal, behavior within junior hockey’s 
ranks. 

From the way one highly touted player was protected and enabled — 
despite numerous arrests and violent sexual incidents involving young 
women — to the ritualistic sexualized hazing that was omnipresent in 
hockey locker rooms, Robinson detailed how assault and abuse were not 
simply commonplace but institutionalized. 

Robinson notes in her book that “in the social context of junior hockey, 
young men see themselves treated as objects, and consequently readily 
objectify young women,” leading to a rape culture described as a “a sex-
segregated, male-dominated culture that displays a high degree of 
hostility to, and contempt for, women” that is a feature of hockey locker 
rooms. 

Though that book was published 24 years ago, many of the same issues 
remain. Junior hockey leagues have instituted anti-hazing policies and 
partnered with advocacy groups to spread awareness about diversity, 
inclusion and respect, yet incidents of violence continue to surface. 

Robinson notes that gang rapes and group sexual assaults are not 
specific to hockey, yet there is evidence to suggest that athletes who 
participate in this type of violence are more likely to play contact team 
sports like hockey, football and basketball. From her research, Robinson 
has found that they seem more prevalent in sports of “aggressive 
maleness.” 

“It’s all about this team bonding bullshit through the degradation of the 
female body,” Robinson said in a recent phone interview. 

She also believes there is a link between this type of sexual violence and 
the hazing rituals that she catalogued throughout her book, noting that for 
many of these young players, their rookie initiations were often fraught 
with hypersexualized aggression, degradation and humiliation 

“Their first sexual experience is one of brutality, violence, humiliation, 
anger,” Robinson said. 

The Canadian Hockey League is currently facing a class-action lawsuit 
that alleges that Canadian Major Junior Hockey “has been plagued by 
rampant hazing, bullying and abuse of underage players, by coaches, 
team staff and senior players,” and that leagues and teams have 
“perpetuated a toxic environment that condones violent, discriminatory, 
racist, sexualized and homophobic conduct, including physical and 
sexual assault.” 

In that lawsuit, filed in 2020, former players allege that they were hazed 
in a variety of disturbing ways – penetrated anally by foreign objects, 
forced to eat or drink bodily fluids, such a semen and urine, encouraged 
to drink heavily, physically beaten, forcibly shaved by teammates, and 
made to have sex with women while their teammates watched. 

In one affidavit, a former player describes his teammates tying up a 
young woman while “well-over ten or fifteen players had sex with her.” In 
another affidavit, a different player said “many different players were 
coerced into having sex with the girls, one after the other.” “Girls were 
passed around as if it was no big deal, almost like they weren’t even 
human beings.” Another player said his time in junior hockey has 
impacted how he relates with women even decades later: “I believe these 
experiences negatively impacted my ability to have normal relationships 
with women.” 

Many of these players participated in junior hockey more than a decade 
ago, yet an independent review panel commissioned by the CHL and its 
member teams to analyze its policies and procedures, found that the 
issue of hazing, bullying, abuse and harassment has persisted. 

The IRP, after completing its analysis, summarized that the CHL had a 
“culture of embedded behaviors” and “deficient incident reporting.” It 
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found that “a systemic culture exists in the CHL that results in 
maltreatment becoming an embedded norm” and that there is a “code of 
silence around maltreatment that helps perpetuate it.” 

When Sheldon Kennedy first revealed that he was one of the players 
sexually abused by Graham James, his coach with the Swift Current 
Broncos, he said that many people worried that he was going to wreck 
hockey.  

And while he’s witnessed a lot of change since he first came forward 
more than 25 years ago, Kennedy said there has long been an impulse 
to avoid transparency and remain quiet about incidents of abuse, both 
those committed against hockey players, and by them. 

“There was a time when the advice we got to deal with these stories was 
‘Don’t say nothing, it’s going to go away,’” Kennedy said. “You look at the 
Hockey Canada case — it’s not going away. There is an expectation that 
we need to be transparent.” 

Kennedy, who was a member of the independent review panel 
commissioned by the CHL, said there needs to be a more direct, 
aggressive effort to address the culture in which abusive behavior 
persists. 

Jackson Katz has been studying the issue of gang rape for three 
decades, launching a Mentors in Violence Prevention program in the 
early 1990s. It was the first program of its kind that specifically looked at 
issues related to gender violence in sports.  

“I wouldn’t say that 30 years later we’re at the same place that we were 
at 30 years ago. I think we have made progress, but I think it’s very 
spotty,” said Katz. “What is required is long term, social change. There is 
no quick fix. There is no inoculation against a virus here. You have to 
change cultural practices and power structures that are deeply rooted 
and well protected. They are often insulated from accountability.” 

Don Smith, a former hockey referee and player advocate who is now a 
board chair for TobaCentre, a charitable organization that helps victims 
of child abuse, laments the way young players are commodified, 
professionalized and prioritized at such a young age. He said that without 
proper boundaries, infrastructure and education to help cultivate normal 
emotional development, players’ sense of the world around them 
becomes distorted and they become entitled. 

These were themes articulated in Robinson’s book in 1998, in which 
Smith was quoted and cited heavily. He’s frustrated by the lack of 
progress made since its publication, and pointed to the recent Hockey 
Canada lawsuit allegations: 

“We haven’t learned a damn thing since.” 

Glenn Canning has a simple question he asks whenever he hears a story 
involving gang rape. 

“It’s always heartbreaking when you read about something that involves 
a lot of young men and there wasn’t one of them that recognized 
something was wrong. Where was that guy?” asks Canning. 

It’s a question Canning started asking after his 17-year-old daughter, 
Rehtaeh Parsons, died following a suicide attempt in 2013. Parsons’ 
death came 17 months after her family said she was raped by four high 
school boys at a house party in Nova Scotia. The boys took photos as 
the assault was happening and then circulated them among their peers, 
leading to months of Parsons being cyberbullied. Though it is not a 
hockey story, it is perhaps the most infamous gang rape case in Canada. 
The crown prosecutor initially declined to prosecute the case, but police 
reopened the case in 2013 and convicted two of her assailants on child 
pornography charges for disseminating photos of Parsons. Neither 
served jail time. An independent review of the police and prosecution 
response to the case found errors were made by both law enforcement 
and the provincial prosecution service. 

Canning speaks at high schools across Canada, sharing Rehtaeh’s story 
as a cautionary tale about consent, sexual assault and social media.  

“I always think if you can just change one guy in every group of guys you 
can go a long way,” said Canning. “Just to have someone say, “This is 
wrong. And this person needs my protection. And that’s my role.” 

Canning often relays a story he was told about a young man who made a 
difference in his high school setting. 

“A friend of his was in the locker room and saying something awful about 
a girl. This kid thought to himself, ‘Okay, this is my moment. This is the 
time I need to say something,’” said Canning. “And instead of being 
confrontational, all he did was go up to this boy and say, ‘You know man, 
I think you’re a lot better than that.’” 

Canning said the young man was surprised by the reaction. 

“After a moment, the other boy said, ‘You know what? You’re right.’” 

Kennedy’s organization, Respect Group, has reached more 1.8 million 
people through online training, providing education on issues combating 
the kind of toxic and abusive behaviors sometimes found in junior 
hockey.  

But only recently, he said, has the focus shifted to directly educating the 
players themselves. According to the research gathered in the CHL 
review, each of the leagues within the CHL had its own policies, 
procedures and education programs regarding off-ice misconduct, and 
most of those were updated around four years prior to the panel’s report, 
in 2016. 

“Strong policies and procedures are the foundation of an organization, 
but writing a policy without providing effective education and awareness 
programs will have little impact on an organization,” the report states, 
adding that education is not done on an ongoing basis but rather at one 
point in time. “Programs are different across the three leagues, and 
policies and procedures are not in alignment with the training programs 
of the various leagues.” 

In the fall of 2016, the Ontario Hockey League launched its OHL ONSIDE 
program in partnership with the Ontario Coalition of Rape Crisis Centres. 
The program, which includes mandatory two-hour seminars, was 
specifically designed for hockey players with the goal of increasing 
awareness and understanding and respecting women through words and 
actions.  

“We want to promote an understanding with the players about a 
dominant narrative of masculinity and how that looks. We want to provide 
them with healthy counter narratives on masculinity and encourage them 
about how their words and actions can demonstrate respect for women,” 
said Trish Vanoosterom, who works at the Sexual Assault Survivors’ 
Centre of Sarnia-Lambton.  

Vanoosterom, who helps deliver the ONSIDE program to members of the 
Sarnia Sting, said they touch on a wide array of topics, including healthy 
masculinity, consent, bystander intervention and using proper language.  

In one activity, players are presented with a scenario of seeing a 
teammate pass crude pictures around the locker room. How would they 
intervene? 

Like many experts interviewed for this story, Vanoosterom believes the 
OHL should not be the starting point for these types of discussions. The 
players are usually 16 or 17 when they enter the league and 
Vanoosterom thinks they should have been exposed to this type of 
education long before.  

“I would honestly say that 12 or 13 is the right age to start this,” said 
Vanoosterom.  

(At least eight players on Canada’s 2018 world junior hockey team, the 
team that is identified in the lawsuit, would have received this training 
during their time playing in the OHL. Any member of a national team for 
Hockey Canada at that time would have also had to sign a code of 
conduct as part of their player agreement, multiple sources said.) 
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Tracy, who primarily works with college teams and athletes, feels that 
until educational programs focus the lens on young men and boys, “we 
will continue to see these stories. We’ll continue to applaud survivors for 
coming forward, but we won’t actually be doing anything to fix the 
problem.” 

“If we would start working with our boys at younger ages about consent, 
their mental health and what manhood really looks like, they will show up 
in the world differently,” said Tracy. “We put all the burden on the girls to 
keep themselves safe.” 

She added: “It’s not enough to not commit sexual violence. What are you 
actively doing to prevent it?” 

“I always say you can’t talk about men as the problem unless you’re also 
willing to talk about men as the solution,” Tracy continued. “If women 
alone could have stopped sexual violence, we would have done it 
already.” 

What will come of Monday’s hearing is not yet clear. MP Peter Julian told 
The Athletic that Canadians want answers on why this happened and 
how Hockey Canada aims to ensure it never happens again. Julian left 
open the possibility for the Committee to call future witnesses and to 
pursue certain relevant documents to its inquiry. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, in a press conference prior to Game 1 
of the Stanley Cup Final on Wednesday, called the investigation a 
“challenging” one given that neither the plaintiff nor any of the eight 
players are named, but he said the league plans to release the findings 
of its probe. Deputy commissioner Bill Daly told reporters that the 
league’s probe is underway and that the league has been in touch with 
both the NHL Players’ Association and Hockey Canada. 

The NHLPA has not yet been informed when the league will schedule 
interviews with players or who will be tasked with the fact-finding mission. 
Monday’s hearings may unearth new information. 

In some of the most notable cases of sexual misconduct involving hockey 
players, those players have not faced stiff consequences. Mailloux was 
convicted but had to simply pay a fine; shortly after that news surfaced, 
he was selected in the first round of the NHL draft (he was subsequently 
suspended by the OHL). Boucher will serve no jail time for his assault of 
a 12-year-old. Additionally, his third-degree criminal sexual misconduct 
charge will not appear on his permanent record if he complies with 
probation, because he was 17 at the time of the incident and was 
sentenced under a youthful offenders act. 

Don Smith said he hopes the league’s investigation identifies the players 
involved and imposes harsh discipline: 

“Take away their earning power. Take away their identity as a hockey 
player,” Smith said. “That’ll work.” 

Smith, a sexual abuse survivor himself, said the young woman who came 
forward has already shown “amazing courage.”  

“She’s fighting not just the eight young men,” he said. “But a bureaucratic 
structure that is designed to protect them.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.21.2022 

1247902 Websites 

 

NHL Mock Draft: Pronman, NHL source predict two rounds of 2022 Draft 

 

Corey Pronman 

20/06/2022 

 

Today, we’re going to try something new. This will be a two-round mock 
for the 2022 NHL Draft — however, I will not be the only one making 
picks. We are bringing in an anonymous hockey ops source from an NHL 
team with knowledge of the player pool to provide a unique and distinct 
perspective. They’ll be making every second pick. 

The goal was to predict what we think will actually happen on draft day, 
not who we personally would select at a given spot. 

In terms of the ground rules for this draft, no trades were allowed and no 
discussions about who we were going to pick next were allowed between 
the two selectors. After a coin flip, the team source got the first pick of the 
draft, but we decided I would get the first pick of the second round so we 
could pick for some different teams. 

1. Montreal (Pick by NHL Source): Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

This isn’t an easy decision but positional value wins out and building 
through the middle is a tried and true NHL blueprint. Wright is an 
advanced two-way center with scoring and playmaking ability, and is 
NHL-ready. He’s handled the public spotlight well up to this point and 
seems equipped to handle the pressure that will come with this pick. 

2. New Jersey (Pick by Corey Pronman): Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-
Liiga 

New Jersey gets a huge winger with NHL speed and skill who can score 
and is arguably the best player in the draft. He will be a force next to Jack 
Hughes or Nico Hischier for the next decade. 

3. Arizona (Pick by NHL Source): Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL  

Positional value is a heavily weighed factor in these top picks so expect a 
run on centers and defensemen high in this draft.  Cooley’s fast-paced 
offense is unparalleled in this class and he should be NHL-ready by 
spring 2023. 

4. Seattle (Pick by Pronman): Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Nemec is a potential top-pair defenseman who can play at both ends of 
the rink, immediately becoming a cornerstone for the expansion-
franchise Kraken to build around alongside potential first-line center 
Matty Beniers. 

5. Philadelphia (Pick by NHL Source): David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czechia  

Jiricek is arguably the best defenseman in this class.  He’s close to an 
NHL-ready right-shot defenseman with size, a bomb of a shot and big hit 
ability. 

6. Columbus (Pick by Pronman): Cutter Gauthier, LW/C, U.S. NTDP-
USHL 

Columbus goes from having little young center depth a few years ago to 
acquiring Cole Sillinger, Kent Johnson and now the highly talented 
Gauthier in a span of two years. 

7. Ottawa: (Pick by NHL Source): Marco Kasper, C, Rögle-SHL  

Kasper is a talented and highly competitive center who saw his stock 
surge in the SHL playoffs and against men in international play for 
Austria. 

8. Detroit (Pick by Pronman): Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP-Liiga 

Detroit is devastated with two centers in Gauthier and Kasper getting 
picked back to back. Their consolation prize is arguably the best pure 
goal scorer in the draft. 

9. Buffalo (Pick by NHL Source): Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle-WHL  

Korchinski’s size, speed, puck play, and offense give him a very high 
ceiling. 

10. Anaheim (Pick by Pronman): Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw-OHL 
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Anaheim loves big, mobile defensemen who can move the puck and that 
describes Mintyukov in a nutshell. He’s the first Russian off the board, 
but teams don’t expect him to be dinged too much by his passport. 

11. San Jose (Pick by NHL Source): Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL  

Geekie is the big, skilled playmaking center we are all chasing after. 

12. Columbus (Pick by Pronman): Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands-SHL 

Columbus, after adding several top-end forward prospects, pick Bichsel 
to strengthen their blue line after an early run on defensemen in the top 
10. Bichsel is a huge, mobile, physical defenseman who can provide 
secondary offense. 

13. New York Islanders (Pick by NHL Source): Matthew Savoie, C/RW, 
Winnipeg-WHL  

What Savoie lacks in size he makes up for with talent, production and 
intangibles. 

14. Winnipeg (Pick by Pronman): Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Nazar lacks size but has great speed, work ethic and a high skill level. 
He projects to play down the middle at higher levels and bolsters the 
Jets’ center depth. 

15. Vancouver (Pick by NHL Source): Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, 
Djurgarden-SHL  

Lekkerimaki is perhaps the best goal scorer and one of the most skilled 
players in this draft. 

16. Buffalo (Pick by Pronman): Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans-Liiga 

With their second pick, the Sabres take a swing on one of the best 
skill/speed combo players in the draft. He had a disappointing season in 
Finland, but if he turns his game around he could be a legitimate scorer 
and transition asset. 

17. Nashville (Pick by NHL Source): Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-
KHL  

In terms of ability and resume, he could be a steal at this point. 

18. Dallas (Pick by Pronman): Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current-WHL 

Pickering joins Miro Heiskanen and Thomas Harley as another young 
blueliner in the Dallas system, bringing NHL size, mobility and first-pass 
offense. 

19. Los Angeles (Pick by NHL Source): Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, 
Avangard-VHL  

He’s one of the best players in this draft period and is worth any 
passport/health risk at this point. Powerful player and an electric goal 
scorer. 

20. Washington (Pick by Pronman): Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

Gaucher is a big center who competes hard and has enough offense to 
be a top-three line NHL player. He instantly helps Washington’s center 
depth and can be a complement to forwards Hendrix Lapierre and 
Connor McMichael. 

21. Pittsburgh (Pick by NHL Source): Rutger McGroarty, LW, U.S. NTDP-
USHL  

McGroarty could be a goal-scoring winger who complements Pittsburgh’s 
star centers on his ELC. 

22. Anaheim (Pick by Pronman): Jiri Kulich, LW/C, Karlovy Vary-Czechia 

Kulich is a well-rounded forward prospect who can play the middle or 
wing. He provides quality skill, compete and goal scoring, allowing 
Anaheim to plug him on a line with different players like Trevor Zegras or 
Mason McTavish. 

23. St. Louis (Pick by NHL Source): Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP-
USHL  

Ryan’s regarded as a safe pick and pretty close to NHL-ready because of 
his skating and defending. 

24. Minnesota (Pick by Pronman): Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-
WHL 

Minnesota saw as much of Mateychuk as anyone, with prospect Daemon 
Hunt his teammate on Moose Jaw. They’ve drafted a lot of defensemen 
recently, but you can never have too many, especially when they are 
high-end skaters who can make plays like he can, even though he lacks 
size. 

25. Toronto (Pick by NHL Source): Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden-Sweden 
Jr. 

Ostlund is a natural center with a lot of skill and hockey sense who saw 
his stock elevate late with a strong J20 playoff and world U-18s. 

26. Montreal (Pick by Pronman): Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden-Sweden 
Jr. 

Ohgren is a skilled player who also competes well and can play around 
the net. He complements the skill and playmaking of Suzuki and Wright 
and can score a lot of hard-area goals. 

27. Arizona (Pick by NHL Source): Maveric Lamoureux, RHD, 
Drummondville-QMJHL  

Lamoureux is a 6-foot-7, right-shot defenseman with good feet and 
enough puck play and physicality to dream on. 

28. Buffalo (Pick by Pronman): Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga-OHL 

Del Bel Belluz is a highly skilled and intelligent center who scored at a 
high rate this season. Buffalo has young centers in the organization, but 
post-Jack Eichel they could always use more. 

29. Edmonton (Pick by NHL Source): Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping-Sweden 
Jr.  

Bystedt is a big-bodied, good skating forward who could potentially 
develop into an offensive centerman. 

30. Winnipeg (Pick by Pronman): Julian Lutz, LW, Munchen-DEL 

Lutz came on strong toward the end of the year. He’s a big, fast winger 
who has skill and can shoot the puck. 

31. Tampa Bay (Pick by NHL Source): Isaac Howard, LW, U.S. NTDP-
USHL  

Howard’s undersized but is one of the best scorers in this draft. 

32. Arizona (Pick by Pronman): Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, U.S. NTDP-
USHL 

Back-to-back U.S. NTDP players result in Logan Cooley’s linemate going 
to Arizona. He provides some hardness and scoring touch. 

Round 2 

33. Montreal (Pick by Pronman): Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle-WHL 

Schaefer has had an impressive playoff for Seattle. He’s a big winger 
who plays hard, has some skill and finishing ability and will provide some 
size and grit to the Habs’ core. 

34. Arizona (Pick by NHL Source): Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad-Slovakia  

Mesar’s a quick and creative forward who has performed well 
internationally and against men. 

35. Seattle (Pick by Pronman): Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw-WHL 

In Firkus, Seattle gets a pure goal scorer with a high skill level who has 
put up big numbers in the WHL over the last two seasons. 
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36. Arizona (Pick by NHL Source): Topias Leinonen, G, JYP-Finland Jr.   

Leionen is arguably the best of a weak crop of goalies available this year. 

37. New Jersey (Pick by Pronman): Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau-
QMJHL 

Luneau is a skilled puck-mover with decent size. New Jersey’s biggest 
organizational needs are more quality defensemen or a goaltender, so 
the hope is he can be the former. 

38. Chicago (Pick by NHL Source): Sam Rinzel, RHD, Chaska-U.S. High 
School  

Rinzel is a big defenseman with good feet and has offensive upside. 

39. Ottawa (Pick by Pronman): Elias Salomonsson, RHD, Skelleftea-
Sweden Jr.  

Salomonsson is one of the better defending and skating defensemen in 
this draft with a high-end shot from the point. Ottawa has some good, 
young defensemen coming up, but you can never have too many. 

40. Detroit (Pick by NHL Source): Matyas Sapovaliv, C, Saginaw-OHL  

Sapovaliv is a tall, savvy two-way center who performed well in Saginaw 
and internationally. 

41. Buffalo (Pick by Pronman): Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern-Hockey 
East 

Hughes is a highly-skilled center with great offensive IQ. He’s a bit of a 
long-term play, but if you hit on him you could get a legit scorer. Buffalo 
needs as much offense as they can get. 

42. Anaheim (Pick by NHL Source): Mattias Havelid, RHD, Linkoping-
Sweden Jr.  

Havelid is an undersized D who was excellent in the J20 playoffs and at 
the world U-18s. 

43. Arizona (Pick by Pronman): Owen Beck, C, Mississauga-OHL 

Even after adding Cooley, Arizona has a pressing need for center depth 
in the organization. Beck provides speed, compete and secondary 
offense down the middle. 

44. Columbus (Pick by NHL Source): Adam Sykora, LW, Nitra-Slovakia  

Sykora is a high-character and high-energy player who capped off a 
second-half ascent with an impressive World Championships. 

45. Arizona (Pick by Pronman): Tomas Hamara, LHD, Tappara-Finland 
Jr.  

Hamara was quite good at the U18s, displaying NHL mobility and puck-
moving ability. Arizona needs as many quality defensemen as they can 
get. 

46. Washington (Pick by NHL Source): Alexander Perevalov, LW, 
Yaroslavl-MHL  

Perevalov is a talented and powerful winger who performed well 
internationally and in the MHL. 

47. Minnesota (Pick by Pronman): Devin Kaplan, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Kaplan is a big winger with a good skill level who can play on both 
special teams. He will complement some of the high-end skill and IQ 
types the Wild have drafted in recent years. 

48. Vegas (Pick by NHL Source): Rieger Lorenz, LW, Okotoks-AJHL 

Lorenz is a big, skilled forward who scored a lot in the AJHL. 

49. Seattle (Pick by Pronman): Seamus Casey, RHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Casey is an excellent skater who can move the puck very well. He adds 
to a defense group with Nemec and Ryker Evans in the Seattle pool — 
who both have those attributes. 

50. Dallas (Pick by NHL Source): Jani Nyman, LW, Koovee-Mestis  

Nyman is a big rig on the wing with soft hands and scoring touch. He led 
Koovee in scoring this season and performed well internationally. 

51. Los Angeles (Pick by Pronman): Lane Hutson, LHD, U.S. NTDP-
USHL 

The Kings have a deep farm system at all positions so they can afford to 
take a swing on a guy like Hutson who has high-end skill and hockey 
sense, but as a 5-foot-8 defenseman, he has a long path to the NHL. 

52. Detroit (Pick by NHL Source): Josh Davies, LW, Swift Current-WHL  

Davies is a mean, hard-nosed 200-pounder with speed and a big shot. 

53. Anaheim (Pick by Pronman): Noah Warren, RHD, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Warren is a big, mobile, mean defenseman to play against, and would be 
a complement to all the great young puck-movers Anaheim has coming 
or with the team already. 

54. Boston (Pick by NHL Source): Josh Filmon, LW, Swift Current-WHL  

Filmon is a tall, wiry forward with a versatile, offensive game. 

55. Winnipeg (Pick by Pronman): Calle Odelius, LHD, Djurgarden-
Sweden Jr.  

Odelius is an excellent skater who can make a good first pass. He’ll add 
young depth to the defense group in Winnipeg and give them highly 
coveted high-end mobility on the back end. 

56. Minnesota (Pick by NHL Source): Ty Nelson, RHD, North Bay-OHL  

Nelson is a high hockey-IQ defenseman and is good with the puck. 

57. Chicago (Pick by Pronman): Dylan James, LW, Sioux City-USHL 

James is a skilled, intelligent, competitive forward who was a big part of 
Sioux Falls winning a USHL title. 

58. Seattle (Pick by NHL Source): Mats Lindgren, LHD, Kamloops-WHL  

Lindgren is an offensive stick on the backend with puck-carrying and PP 
ability. 

59. Calgary (Pick by Pronman): Simon Forsmark, LHD, Orebro-SHL 

Calgary has invested several high picks recently at forward, so we’re 
upgrading their defense depth by adding a good-sized defender in 
Forsmark who can move the puck and make stops. 

60. Carolina (Pick by NHL Source): David Goyette, C, Sudbury-OHL  

Carolina calls timeout.  Goyette is a skilled and creative centerman. 

61. Seattle (Pick by Pronman): Tyler Brennan, G, Prince George-WHL 

Seattle adds one of the two top-tier netminders in this draft. Brennan is a 
big, highly-polished and intelligent goalie. 

62. Montreal (Pick by NHL Source): Ryan Greene, C, Green Bay-USHL  

Greene is a balanced two-way center who was recently invited to 
Canada’s World Junior camp. 

63. New York Rangers (Pick by Pronman): Topi Ronni, C, Tappara-
Finland Jr. 

Ronni is a big center with good puck skills and vision who can play at 
both ends of the ice. The Rangers could use more young depth down the 
middle and he’d be a quality add at No. 63. 

64. Ottawa (Pick by NHL Source):  Bryce McConnell-Barker, C, Sault 
Ste. Marie-OHL 

McConnell-Barker is a lengthy center with deceptive speed and scoring 
ability.  He took advantage of an increased role due to Tanner 
Dickinson’s injury and elevated his stock down the stretch. 
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65. New York Islanders (Pick by Pronman): Kasper Kulonummi, RHD, 
Jokerit-Finland Jr. 

The Islanders have a lot of farm needs, so adding a right-shot 
defenseman with good mobility, puck skills and hockey sense who can 
defend is a good place to start on replenishing the system. 
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Down Goes Brown: A brief history of teams getting blown out in the 
Stanley Cup Final 

 

Sean McIndoe 

20/06/2022 

 

So that was, uh, interesting. 

Coming off a thrilling Game 1 battle that felt like a borderline classic, the 
Lightning and Avalanche served up a plot twist in Game 2, with Colorado 
caving in the defending champs to the tune of 7-0. It was a stunning 
spectacle, as a Tampa team that’s seemed almost invincible over the 
years got lit up like they were an undermanned beer league squad. 

So now what? 

It goes without saying that nobody is counting the Lightning out. They just 
came back from a 2-0 series deficit against New York in the last round, 
and they’ve earned the benefit of the doubt. After the way the last three 
seasons have played out, plenty of us won’t be ready to close the door 
on Tampa until the final buzzer sounds on their fourth loss. Maybe not 
even then. 

But still … Game 2 wasn’t just another loss. It was an all-time butt-
kicking, one of the most lopsided results in Stanley Cup Final history. 
And that had me wondering: Can we learn anything from similar games, 
and how the rest of the series played out after a major blowout? 

Let’s find out. Before Saturday night, there had been 14 games in 
Stanley Cup Final history in which one team scored at least seven goals 
while winning by at least five. Four of those were from the olden days, 
and we probably can’t learn much from them. That leaves us with a nice 
even 10 games from the post-expansion era to look at. 

Maybe we’ll find a pattern heading into tonight’s Game 3. Or maybe we’ll 
just remember some blowouts. 

1973, Game 1: Canadiens 8, Blackhawks 3 

The series: The 1973 final was a rematch of the deeply weird 1971 
edition, which had seen the Habs win the Cup in seven games and then 
immediately fire their coach for it. This time, Montreal came in as 
overwhelming favorites, having posted 120 points in just 70 games 
during the season. The Hawks were good, having won the West Division, 
but they had their work cut out for them. 

The game: This one actually looked like it was going to be a blowout in 
the other direction, as the Hawks scored twice in the game’s first minute 
to take a 2-0 lead. It was all Montreal after that, though, with two goals 
from Jacques Lemaire and multi-point games from names like Guy 
Lafleur, Frank Mahovlich and Yvan Cournoyer chasing Tony Esposito 
from the Chicago net. 

The rest of the way: Things settled down in Game 2, with Montreal 
winning 4-1. The Hawks got some revenge with a 7-4 win in Game 3, lost 
Game 4, and then won a truly wacky 8-7 classic at the Forum to stay 
alive in Game 5 before Montreal finished the series in six. 

The lesson: I’m not sure there is one, as this series had plenty of twists 
and turns still waiting in the wings. If you’re a Tampa fan, that’s probably 
what you want to hear. 

1980, Game 2: Flyers 8, Islanders 3 

The series: The 1980 final was a good one, and the Flyers were the 
favorites. This was the year they’d had that ridiculous 35-game 
undefeated streak, helping them to first-place overall in the standings. 
The Islanders had finished well back, and were laboring under the 
reputation of a regular-season powerhouse that could never win the big 
one. 

The game: Game 1 was a 4-3 overtime classic — wait, that sounds 
familiar — that the Islanders won on a Denis Potvin goal. Needing a 
strong performance to even the series, the Flyers got four points from 
Bobby Clarke and a hat trick from Paul Holmgren, and probably also 
some stuff from guys who didn’t go on to become their GM. 

The rest of the way: The Islanders essentially shrugged off the loss, 
heading home to win both Games 3 and 4 by comfortable margins. The 
Flyers extended the series in Game 5, but the Islanders captured their 
first Cup on Bob Nystrom’s overtime game winner in Game 6. 

(And since Flyers fans will set my house on fire if I don’t mention it — 
yes, Game 6 is also the Leon Stickle game.) 

At the time, it felt like an upset. In hindsight, not so much, as this was the 
start of the Islanders dynasty that featured four straight Cup wins. 

The lesson: More good news for today’s Lightning fans, as we hit our first 
example of a team on the wrong end of a blowout still winning the series. 
Even better, it’s another Game 2 where the losing team gets to head 
back home. And since we’re already comparing the current Lightning to 
the dynasty-era Islanders, it’s almost too perfect. 

Feels inspiring, right Tampa fans? You may want to stop reading right 
about now … 

1984, Game 3: Oilers 7, Islanders 2 

The series: Yes, it’s the very same Oilers/Islanders matchup we’ve been 
using as the comparison to this year’s Avs/Lightning, with the veteran 
dynasty meeting the young champs-in-waiting. The two teams had met in 
the 1983 final, with the Islanders sweeping. This was the rematch, and 
the two teams had split the first two games. 

The game: The Islanders opened the scoring, but it was all Oilers from 
that moment on. Even given all Edmonton’s talent, it was a stunning 
result — we hadn’t seen the Islanders lose a playoff game like this since 
that 1980 loss to the Flyers. 

The rest of the way: We all nodded grimly about the Islanders having the 
heart of a champion, and how they’d surely respond with their best game 
of the series. And then … 

1984, Game 4: Oilers 7, Islanders 2 

The series: No, that’s not a typo. This is the same blowout happening all 
over again in the very next game of the same series. 

The game: Wayne Gretzky opened the scoring two minutes in, and we 
were right back to the all-Edmonton show. The Oilers were up 6-1 by the 
midway mark, and the Islanders looked utterly defeated. 

The rest of the way: With Game 5 in Edmonton (these were the days of 
the 2-3-2 format), this one almost felt like a foregone conclusion before 
the puck even dropped. It mostly was, with Gretzky scoring twice in the 
first and the Oilers leading 4-0 at the second intermission. The Islanders 
did show some of that heart, with two Pat LaFontaine goals early in the 
third, but it was over. The two blowouts were the moment the young 
Oilers served noticed that it was their time, and the Islanders’ dynasty 
was over. Almost four decades later, they’ve never been back to a final. 

The lesson: Look, Lightning fans, I told you to stop reading. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 21, 2022 

 

1985, Game 5: Oilers 8, Flyers 3 

The series: A year after beating the Islanders, now it was the Oilers 
looking to defend their title. But they had to get past an excellent Flyers 
team to do it. (Look, I promise this post will feature teams other than the 
Oilers, Islanders and Flyers, just stick with it.) 

The game: The Flyers had taken Game 1 before dropping three straight, 
although all of them were close. This one wasn’t, as the Oilers led 4-1 
after one period and 7-2 after two. 

The rest of the way: There wasn’t one, as this blowout ended the series. 

The lesson: If you’re rooting for Tampa, or just a long series, I guess the 
takeaway here is that at least Saturday night didn’t actually end the 
series. Yet. 

1990, Game 2: Oilers 7, Bruins 2 

The series: This was the post-Gretzky Oilers, returning to the final after a 
one-year absence and looking for their fifth Cup in seven years. Standing 
in their way was Ray Bourque and the Presidents’ Trophy-winning 
Bruins, who were the slight favorites. The first game had been a triple-
overtime classic, ending on a goal by unlikely hero Petr Klima. 

The game: The Bruins fell behind 2-0 early but rallied to tie it. Edmonton 
didn’t pull away until late in the second, scoring three goals in four 
minutes to go up 6-2. 

The rest of the way: Boston did win Game 3, squeaking out a 2-1 win, but 
they’d follow that with lackluster performances in Game 4 and 5 to lose 
the series. 

The lesson: This one stings a little if you’re a Lightning fan, since it feels 
so familiar. You’ve got the Game 1 comeback followed by the 
heartbreaking loss in overtime, then the Game 2 blowout. If anything, the 
depressing lesson here is that even a win in Game 3 may not do much 
more than prolong the inevitable. 

(Also, losing this series eventually leads to Bourque requesting a trade 
and ending up in Colorado, so this was probably every Avalanche fan’s 
favorite section in this post.) 

1991, Game 6: Penguins 8, North Stars 0 

The series: The 1990-91 North Stars were quite possibly the greatest 
Cinderella story in NHL playoff history, a genuinely awful team that hit its 
stride just in time to pull off three major upsets in a row. That led to a 
Stanley Cup Final date with Mario Lemieux and the Penguins, a 
mediocre regular-season team with jaw-dropping star power including 
eight Hall of Famers. 

The North Stars gave them a series but couldn’t stop Mario because 
nobody could back then, and were trailing 3-2 heading into Game 6 in 
Minnesota. 

The game: The Penguins scored two minutes in and never stopped, 
posting the most lopsided blowout in Stanley Cup Final history. 

The rest of the way: The North Stars got beat so bad that a week later, 
they were taken apart in a dispersal draft. (No, really, that happened. The 
1990s NHL was weird.) 

The lesson: The Avalanche might not be the Penguins and the Lightning 
sure aren’t the North Stars, so I’m not sure there’s anything we can really 
learn here. But we should still point out the obvious: We’re seven games 
into this list, and this is the first blowout that was actually as bad as what 
we saw on Saturday. All the other games, as bad as they were, ended in 
five-goal deficits. There’s still lots of hockey left to play, but Game 2 really 
was historically one-sided. 

1996, Game 2: Avalanche 8, Panthers 1 

The series: This was the Avs’ first year in Colorado, with the newly-
acquired Patrick Roy in net and a talented roster in front of him. They 
faced an underdog Panthers team that had clutched and grabbed its way 

to the final because they had been inspired by a dead rat. Look, I told 
you the 1990s NHL was weird. 

The Avs took the opener 3-1, setting up Game 2 in Colorado. 

The game: Peter Forsberg’s first-period hat trick, which to this day 
remains the last one in Cup Final history, jump-started the Avalanche 
and led to this one being a laugher. When Jon Klemm is scoring multiple 
goals against you, it’s bad. 

The rest of the way: The Panthers settled down heading back home, but 
it didn’t matter. Games 3 and 4 were close (with Game 4 going into 
overtime), but the Avalanche won both to capture the franchise’s first 
championship in a four-game sweep. 

The lesson: If you’re a team from Florida and you lose a Game 2 blowout 
in Colorado, don’t even bother trying the rest of the way because you’re 
doomed. 

Also, thanks to the 1996 Panthers ushering in the Dead Puck era, we 
now get to skip ahead 15 years to find our next game … 

2011, Game 3: Bruins 8, Canucks 1 

The series: The Presidents’ Trophy-winning Canucks entered the series 
as strong favorites over the Bruins, then earned a 2-0 series lead with a 
pair of squeakers in Vancouver. Heading to Boston for Game 3, the 
Bruins needed a win. 

The game: This one was actually scoreless through one, but all Bruins 
after that. They scored four unanswered goals in the second, then kept 
pouring it on in the third. 

The rest of the way: More than any other series we’ve seen so far, this is 
the one where the blowout game really did feel like the inflection point. 
The Bruins won Game 4 by a 4-0 final, and while the Canucks did earn a 
1-0 win in Game 5, it was the only one they’d get the rest of the way as 
the Bruins went on to capture the Cup in seven games. Boston outscored 
Vancouver 13-3 in the four games after this blowout. 

The lesson: This is a fun one, because it can go either way. Avalanche 
fans can see it as proof that a true blowout really can be series-defining, 
the sort of thing that even a team as good as that 2011 Canucks squad 
just can’t be expected to bounce back from. Lightning fans could point 
out that all we learned was that a 2-0 series lead doesn’t mean a thing, 
and a strong Game 3 back on home ice can change the course of a 
series. 

But yeah, the real lesson here is that if the Bruins win a Game 3 by a 
blowout, they’re definitely winning the Cup. Gosh, I wonder what the last 
game on our list will be … 

2019, Game 3: Bruins 7, Blues 2 

The series: After splitting the first two in Boston, the Gloria-inspired Blues 
returned home to host a final game for the first time in 49 years. 

The game: A last-second goal in the first period gave the Bruins a 3-0 
lead and seemed to deflate the Blues and their crowd. They’d roll from 
there on, delivering a statement win. 

The rest of the way: Do you even remember this game? I’m assuming 
that Blues and Bruins fans do, but it barely resonates with me even 
though it’s so recent. That’s because it really didn’t have much impact, 
with the Blues winning the next two games, followed by the Bruins forcing 
a Game 7 in Boston that the Blues won. 

The lesson: Sometimes, a blowout is just a blowout, and two good teams 
move past it. 

So what did we learn? 

A few interesting things, I hope. For one, that Saturday night blowout 
really was one for the history books — it was only the fourth time in 
Stanley Cup Final history that a team had lost by seven or more. And in 
each of the other three cases — 1991, 1996 and 2011 — the team that 
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won the big blowout went on to win the series. In fact, the team on the 
losing end only went on to win one more game combined, with five 
losses. 

The outlook gets a little bit better for Tampa if we look at the overall list, 
although just a little bit. Of the nine series we just looked at, the team that 
won the blowout game went on to win seven. That opens the door to 
some hope for the Lightning, who can look at the 1980 Islanders or the 
2019 Blues for inspiration. That 2019 final is probably the best example 
for the “one game is no big deal” crowd; it’s the most recent, and the 
blowout barely ended up mattering. 

But generally speaking, blowouts in the Stanley Cup Final do seem to tell 
us something, and it’s that one of the teams is really good. We already 
knew that with the Avalanche. Now we see whether the Lightning can do 
the unlikely — but not the impossible — by digging their way back. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup Final - How Game 3 impacts the rest of the 
series as Lightning strike back at Avalanche with 6-2 victory 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

4:53 AM BST 

 

TAMPA, Fla. -- What a difference 48 hours and a venue change makes. 

Facing a 2-0 deficit in the 2022 Stanley Cup Final -- and coming off a 7-0 
loss to the Colorado Avalanche that felt even more lopsided than that 
score -- the Tampa Bay Lightning returned home and threw an epic 
counterpunch, skating off with a 6-2 victory in front of a raucous crowd at 
Amalie Arena. 

The tenor of the series seems to have shifted, and brought on a legit 
goalie controversy for the Avs, who replaced Darcy Kuemper midway 
through the second period of this blowout loss. 

What did we learn in this contest? And has the momentum of the entire 
Stanley Cup Final shifted in the Lightning's favor? 

It's a series again 

After the Lightning were embarrassed in Game 2 with a 7-0 defeat, 
captain Steven Stamkos said, "Let's find out what we're made of when 
we get back home." 

What a response in Game 3 from the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
champions. They defended to their usual standards, limiting an opponent 
to two goals or less at home for the sixth straight game. They got star 
performances from their top players -- Stamkos, Victor Hedman, Ondrej 
Palat and Nikita Kucherov had multipoint games, while goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy had 37 saves. 

Only five times in NHL history has the defending Stanley Cup champion 
trailed 3-0 in a best-of-seven playoff series. None came back to win, and 
four of the five series ended in a sweep. 

The Lightning don't have to worry about that now. It's a series again. -- 
Greg Wyshynski 

Bring the thunder 

Monday marked almost one month to the day that Colorado last tasted 
defeat. They Avalanche came into the Cup Final with a playoff record of 
12-2. In Game 3, Tampa Bay served its visitors a heaping slice of humble 
pie. 

The Avalanche thought Valeri Nichushkin scored the game's first goal. 
Jon Cooper successfully challenged for offside. Deflating. 

Then Gabriel Landeskog actually scored on the power play. 1-0, 
Colorado. But not for long. Because after a thoroughly dominant 
performance in Game 2, the Avalanche didn't (or couldn't) execute to the 
same level. They weren't winning the races or the battles. They weren't 
suffocating in the neutral zone. Instead of being pushed around, the 
Lightning struck back -- repeatedly. 

Colorado was at a disadvantage without Andre Burakovsky in the lineup 
following a shot block off his right hand in Game 2. Nazem Kadri (broken 
thumb) also remains out. But that's no excuse. The Avalanche have 
lauded -- and been lauded for -- their depth all season. It failed them in 
Game 3, while the Lightning's depth allowed them to roll right through. 

And, it doesn't hurt that Vasilevskiy was fantastic. Darcy Kuemper, 
meanwhile, was pulled after allowing five goals on 22 shots, replaced by 
Pavel Francouz. Incoming goalie controversy? Just what the Avalanche 
don't need. 

Tampa Bay was the better team in every aspect of Game 3. Colorado got 
two goals out of Landeskog on the power play and was thwarted most 
everywhere else. It was the largest margin by which the Avalanche have 
lost in the playoffs, eclipsing a 4-1 defeat to the St. Louis Blues on -- 
checks notes -- May 19. 

Suffice it to say, this is uncharted territory for Colorado in the playoffs. 
Where do the Avalanche go from here? -- Kristen Shilton 

play 

0:49 

Stamkos explains Lightning's turnaround 

Steven Stamkos attributes playing on their home ice as a factor aiding 
the Lightning's ability to get back into the series. 

No false start 

The start of Game 3 was what the Lightning needed, and what they were 
missing in their previous two losses. 

In the first two games of the series, the Lightning found themselves down 
by multiple goals within the first 10 minutes of the game. Those poor 
starts on the road impacted everything else in the game. They couldn't 
establish anything they wanted to do to slow down the Avalanche attack. 
They expended energy trying to climb out of those holes, leaving little to 
defend Colorado or establish their own offense. 

Those were also self-dug holes. The Lightning gave the Avalanche a 5-
on-3 power play in the first period of Game 1. They took a penalty 1:01 
into Game 2. Colorado converted on both chances. 

As he often does, winger Pat Maroon offered sage analysis of the 
situation for Tampa Bay, and how the Lightning could apply the lessons 
learned in Games 1 and 2 to Game 3. 

"You get those guys feeling good, feeling the puck, it's a different 
ballgame. So stay out of the box and play our game. Play Tampa Bay 
Lightning hockey. Don't worry about the score. Don't worry about the 
outcome," he said. "Listen, if they score the first goal, that's fine. Just 
keep playing the way we're playing, keep finding ways to create offense." 

The Avalanche did score the first goal. Well, eventually they did, as 
Nichushkin's change-up shot that beat Vasilevskiy was wiped off the 
board by video review due to an offside. Landeskog's power-play tally at 
8:19 made it 1-0, but as Maroon suggested, the Lightning kept playing 
like they were playing. 

Center Anthony Cirelli went to the net hard and the puck slid through 
Kuemper at 13:03 to tie the game. Then the Lightning's skill took over, as 
Palat intercepted a pass, Kucherov drew defenders in the attacking zone 
and Stamkos used that room to find Palat for his 10th goal of the 
playoffs. 
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Tampa Bay finished the first period with a 2-1 advantage. The Lightning 
are now 7-1 in the playoffs when they lead after the first. It wasn't a 
perfect opening frame, but it was good enough to build a foundation on 
which they constructed their Game 3 win. -- Wyshynski 

GOAT to goat? 

Kuemper remains a playoff enigma. And it got him pulled from Game 3. 

The Avs' starting goalie was dialed in quickly, making big stops early in 
the first period. His positioning was hardly textbook, but the puck stayed 
out. Colorado was struggling through the neutral zone, a usual strength 
of the team, so Kuemper's contributions were even more noticeable in 
getting the Avalanche a 1-0 lead. 

He was clutch again on Tampa Bay's first power-play chance. Right 
before the wheels fell off. 

Cirelli beat Kuemper on Tampa Bay's second man advantage with a shot 
that looked more like a failed dangling attempt. Palat put a puck past him 
cleanly with another savable strike. On and on, the Lightning scored, until 
Kuemper had allowed five goals on 22 shots (for a .773 save percentage) 
midway through the second. 

Kuemper wasn't making the stops he should have made. The tougher 
stuff stayed out. Why? Who knows. Either way, it was hello, Pavel 
Francouz. 

It was the right call by coach Jared Bednar. As Vasilevskiy got better and 
better at the other end, Kuemper was floundering. He was down too 
early, not tracking the puck well and the Lightning were picking him apart. 

Game 3 was the first time since Colorado played St. Louis in the second 
round that Kuemper had been called upon to step up. He failed -- rather 
unfortunately -- in that assignment. 

Francouz was fine in relief, making nine saves on 10 shots. 

What will Bednar do now? Stick with Francouz, who entered Game 3 with 
a 6-0 record, .906 save percentage and 2.86 goals-against average in 
the postseason? Or give Kuemper the benefit of the doubt like Jon 
Cooper did for Vasilevskiy after a rough Game 1? Which goalie 
realistically gives Colorado the best chance if Vasilevskiy is back in top 
form? 

It's a big decision. All that hangs in the balance is Colorado's hopes of 
winning the Cup. -- Shilton 

Good news, bad news for Tampa Bay's defense 

The Lightning didn't chase Colorado during Game 3. They didn't allow 
the Avalanche many odd-man chances. They stayed in their structure, 
keeping those marauding Colorado forwards in front of them and offering 
puck support in the defensive zone. A team that looked like it was going 
to get skated out of the series suddenly was able to match the 
Avalanche's energy. Good defense and an improved forecheck will do 
that. 

The rather stunning result: The Avalanche were held without an even-
strength goal in Game 3, after scoring seven of them in the previous two 
games. It was just the second time in 17 postseason games that the 
Avalanche failed to score at even strength. One huge factor: The 
Lightning had the last line change at home. That meant they could keep 
Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov away from the Nathan MacKinnon 
line and send Anthony Cirelli's checking line with Alex Killorn and 
Brandon Hagel out there against the Avalanche's top trio. 

Tampa Bay's shutdown line made such a difference in the Eastern 
Conference finals against the New York Rangers when it was assigned 
the Mika Zibanejad line starting in Game 3. The Lightning trio didn't have 
the shot-attempt advantage against the MacKinnon line -- who could? -- 
but kept it off the board at even strength. 

The Lightning talked about having left Andrei Vasilevskiy "out to dry" in 
Game 2. They gave him a lot more help in Game 3, and he responded in 
kind with 37 saves on 39 shots. 

Now the bad news: The Avalanche continued to dominate on the power 
play. The Lightning entered Game 3 killing just 70.8% of the power plays 
they faced on home ice. Colorado scored twice on the power play and 
now has five goals with the man advantage in the series. -- Wyshynski 

Star snuffed out? 

The Avalanche were missing key pieces from the lineup in Game 3. One 
of the ones available didn't help make up for it. 

Nathan MacKinnon hasn't scored a goal in the Cup Final, notching only a 
pair of assists in three games. Much of the focus has, rightfully, gone to 
all the Avalanche's depth contributors. Bednar has repeatedly stated he 
doesn't want MacKinnon to put the team on his back. That's not exactly 
what Colorado needed in Game 3. It just needed a little star power. 

MacKinnon would have earned an assist if Nichushkin's first goal stood; it 
was an excellent helper at that. The Avalanche just needed a little more 
out of MacKinnon after that, to match what Tampa Bay had cooking. 
Stamkos and Cirelli were scoring alongside Corey Perry and Pat Maroon, 
as the Lightning got production from up and down the lineup. 

Cale Makar rebounded from a difficult (for him) Game 1, was excellent in 
Game 2 and was solid again on Monday. He deftly broke up a 2-on-1 
rush in the third period that didn't do much to help Colorado's chances, 
but was an example of how quickly he can tilt the ice and make a good 
play. Makar's two-point night also puts him third overall in NHL playoff 
scoring with seven goals and 26 points in 17 games. 

Bottom line: It's time for MacKinnon to have a big night. Like, Game 5 in 
the second round against St. Louis level big. It's not about putting 
pressure on himself to be "The Guy" every night. But Colorado needs a 
little boost from someone right now, and MacKinnon can (and should) be 
the someone to help provide it. -- Shilton 

Something's gotta give -- or does it? 

Fun fact: Colorado had not lost a playoff game on the road until Monday. 

Here's another: Tampa Bay hadn't lost a playoff game at home, either. 
The Lightning still haven't. 

Game 3 was the first time in Stanley Cup Final history that both teams 
entered with active home and road winning streaks of seven-plus games. 

That's an elite level of "evenly matched." Will we see that trend continue 
in Games 4 through 7, and foreshadow the winner of this series? -- 
Shilton 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nick Paul’s gutsy winner gives Lightning life: 'I was coming 
back for sure' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 21, 2022, 1:36 AM 

 

TAMPA – The architect of the Tampa Bay Find-A-Ways — as some in 
this steaming, stormy town have taken to calling the local hockey club — 
was recently asked how bleak their threepeat bid looked on May 12. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs had the champs on the ropes in Round 1. The 
Lightning were down 3-2 in the series and 3-2 in Game 6. Halfway 
through Period 3. 

Blood was in the water. But panic was not in the air. 
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“My take at the time was not so much it was bleak. It was challenging. It 
also presented a great opportunity for us,” Lightning GM Julien BriseBois 
reflected, calm as everyone under his purview. 

“This is what this final is going to be. Colorado is going to be a heck of a 
challenge. They are a phenomenal team. They have talent at every 
position. They have probably a bunch of all-time great players when its’s 
all said and done. They present a formidable challenge for us. At the 
same time, it’s an incredible opportunity for our guys.” 

The Lightning returned home after the most one-sided shutout in Cup 
Final history "We could have played for three weeks, and we’re not 
getting one [goal],” coach Jon Cooper said of Game 2’s blowout) and, for 
the third time this series, fell behind to the Avalanche. 

Give up nine unanswered goals in the championship, and the mood can 
get bleak quick. 

And yet, this was another chance for the resourceful champs to stay the 
course. 

The Bolts got the next one from Anthony Cirelli, and another from Ondrej 
Palat. Finally, after 136-plus minutes, a lead. 

A foothold to start climbing out of another deep hole, their third significant 
one in four series. 

“We knew it was pretty much a must-win game for us,” captain Steven 
Stamkos, who set up Palat and sniped a spin-around beauty himself. “I 
thought we played like it tonight.” 

In dishing the Avalanche their worst loss of the postseason, 6-2, the 
Lightning threw 10 different skaters on the scoresheet. They chased 
starter Darcy Kuemper and got to backup Pavel Francouz as well. 

The Bolts were detailed and direct. Engaged in all three zones. 

Their marquee names executed smart offensive plays, they were 
physical and feisty, and they buttoned up shop in their own zone, out-
shot-blocking their opponents 27-12. 

“Total team effort. When it’s your turn, it’s your turn. You need to block a 
shot, there’s not one person on this team that’s scared to do it. They’ll get 
in front of it. You saw [Corey Perry] tonight, he almost took one off the 
face, takes it off the shoulder. That just shows that everyone on this team 
is willing to do what it takes to win,” Nick Paul said. 

“It’s winning hockey is what it is. Limiting turnovers, moving the feet, hard 
on the forechecks, creating loose pucks. And from there, we were able to 
keep building momentum.” 

Stamkos said the bench held its collective breath in the first period, when 
Paul fell awkwardly after this shove from Josh Manson and hobbled 
down the tunnel: 

Returning in Period 2, his skating stride painful to watch, Paul scored on 
his very first shift back. 

“It was uplifting,” Cooper said. 

“Guys are out there obviously banged up, especially at this time of the 
year, but in true hockey player fashion, he sucks it up and comes out and 
scores the eventual game-winner,” Stamkos added. 

“You can see how valuable he is for our team and all the little things that 
he does, and obviously he's scored a couple big goals in the finals for us. 
Game 7 in Toronto. He's had some great moments these playoffs.” 

After he scored, Paul took another trip down to the corridor to get 
whatever ails him checked out. 

But he came back again and finished the game. There was never a doubt 
in his mind. 

“No, I was coming back for sure,” Paul said. 

Would anyone be surprised by now if the Lightning come back, too? 

“I still think we got better, honestly. I thought it was a really good 
response tonight. We've got a good crew in there, and we take pride in 
there,” Patrick Maroon said. 

“Play like it’s your last game, right?” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Brayden Point missed more than a month of action due to a lower-body 
injury, played games 1 and 2 in Denver. Then he was nowhere to be 
seen Monday. His replacement, Riley Nash, skated a team-low 7:01. 
Cooper was mum when asked if Point has suffered a setback. 

Equally concerning is the health of Nikita Kucherov after this frightening 
cross-check from Devon Toews: 

Cooper was asked for his thoughts on the check. 

“When you get asked questions like that, you’re looking for an answer 
that everybody in the building already knows,” the coach replied. “It's a 
contact game, but guys know what they're doing. Smart, savvy players 
know what they're doing with their stick, and we all saw it.” 

Updates are expected Tuesday, but forward depth is a concern in 
Tampa. 

• Hey, Nazem Kadri. Wanna play Game 4? 

• Even with the Lightning scoring their first 5-on-4 goal, the special-teams 
battle has been severely lopsided. 

Colorado already has five power-play markers and a shorthanded goal. 
The Avs zip the puck around and look deadly on nearly every man-
advantage. 

“Special teams is huge, but I thought our five-on-five play was a lot better 
tonight,” Stamkos said. “So we have to stay disciplined. They've got a 
great power play.” 

• Corey Perry became the first player in NHL history to score a goal in the 
Stanley Cup Final for four different clubs (Ducks, Stars, Canadiens, and 
Lightning). 

• Charles Barkley, a good friend of Cooper’s, told ABC that he called 
commissioner Gary Bettman directly to secure a pair of tickets for Game 
3. Baller. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Player participation wasn't mandatory in Hockey Canada 
sexual assault investigation 

Next steps following Hockey Canada's hearing in front of Committee on 
Canadian Heritage 

 

Paul D. Grant@RealPDGrant 

June 20, 2022, 9:36 PM 

 

Editor's Note: The following story deals with sexual assault, and may be 
distressing for some readers. 

If you or someone you know is in need of support, those in Canada can 
find province-specific centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers 
in America, a list of resources and references for survivors and their 
loved ones can be found here. 

OTTAWA -- Hockey Canada officials testified before the Heritage 
Committee Monday that none of the players on the 2018 world junior 
team involved in the alleged sexual assault of a women by eight CHL 
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players were compelled by the organization — or the third-party law firm, 
Henein Hutchison LLP, investigating the matter on Hockey Canada's 
behest — to participate in the investigation. 

The committee also heard that Hockey Canada has recently looked into 
two other allegations of assault and has had one to two such reports per 
year over the last five to six years. 

"I will tell you that one (case of assault) in the last five to six years — not 
one to two each year, one in the last five to six years — is too many," 
Hockey Canada president Scott Smith said. "And that's why we're driven 
to change the culture in this game." 

Anthony Housefather, a Liberal MP representing Montreal's Mont Royal 
riding, felt Hockey Canada's poor effort to identify the eight players -- 
called John Does 1-8 in the statement of claim -- was "troubling" and was 
further disappointed in the lack of action since Hockey Canada learned of 
the incident in 2018. 

"Especially given that when I asked them, they settled on behalf of the 
perpetrators and they paid out a settlement on behalf of these unknown 
eight players," Housefather told Sportsnet after the meeting. "There were 
only 19 players. To not have really done more to find out which were the 
eight that they had to settle a case for, and that are potentially 
perpetrators of a criminal act and that they're still playing, perhaps, NHL 
hockey. That's surprising to me." 

Outgoing Hockey Canada CEO Tom Renney mentioned during the early 
part of the hearing that four to six players had participated in the 
investigation, drawing pointed questions from the MPs, but Hockey 
Canada president Scott Smith later corrected that number to say it was 
more accurate to say four to six players did not participate in the 
investigation. 

The committee also heard that Hockey Canada suspended its own 
investigation into the incident in September 2020, a year and a half after 
learning London Police Services were no longer investigating it, 
additionally citing the plaintiff's wishes not to participate in its 
investigation. 

Renney and Smith repeatedly talked about the "journey" the organization 
was on to improve the culture around hockey in the country, but 
Housefather and other members of the committee repeatedly asked to 
see concrete steps taken in that direction. 

"If they felt they didn't have the legal right to force the players to 
participate in these interviews, why didn't they change the contract the 
next year?" Housefather said after the committee meeting. "Why didn't 
they immediately oblige all future Team Canada (players) to participate in 
this type of an interview? And they still haven't done it. They still haven't 
changed the process, and it's four years later. So, that was also 
troubling." 

The federal Committee on Canadian Heritage invited four Hockey 
Canada officials to appear in Ottawa for questioning: Hockey Canada 
president and chief operating officer Smith, outgoing CEO Renney, 
Hockey Canada Foundation chair Dave Andrews and former director of 
risk management Glen McCurdie. 

McCurdie did not attend because of the death of his father. Also 
attending was Andrew Winton, a Hockey Canada lawyer. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
said before Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final last week that the league, 
with the cooperation of the NHLPA, was conducting an investigation into 
the incident. 

"I hope that, like others have said, that the NHL is not the one that will 
find the answer here," Housefather said. "And Hockey Canada will be 
embarrassed because the NHL was able to do a proper investigation. ... I 
think we, in this country, deserve that Hockey Canada does a better 
investigation." 

Renney has served as CEO of Hockey Canada since his appointment to 
the position in 2014. At the time, he was also appointed president but 

stepped down from that role in 2017 while staying on as CEO. On April 
20, Renney announced that he was retiring from Hockey Canada, 
effective July 1, with Smith taking over the position. Smith was named 
COO in 2007, and took over Renney’s role as president when Renney 
stepped away from that position in 2017. 

Renney said his stepping down had been planned since April 2021. 

Canada’s minister of sport, Hon. Pascale St-Onge, earlier this month 
called for a forensic audit of Hockey Canada to determine whether any 
taxpayers’ money was used in the settlement. St-Onge and Isabelle 
Mondou, deputy minister of the Department of Canadian Heritage, also 
testified in front of the committee. 

Hockey Canada previously mentioned in a statement and reiterated in 
front of the committee that “no government funds were used in the recent 
settlement of the lawsuit.” 

Parliament is scheduled to recess for the summer on Thursday. The 
Heritage committee has one more meeting scheduled for this session on 
Wednesday. 

According to the Hockey Canada's 2020-21 annual report, government 
assistance accounts for six per cent of the organization's annual funding. 

CBC reported Monday that Hockey Canada received $14 million in 
federal funding in 2020 and '21. 

On April 20, a woman filed a civil lawsuit against Hockey Canada, the 
Canadian Hockey League, and eight CHL players, in Ontario Superior 
Court in London, Ont. In it, the woman says she was sexually assaulted 
by eight CHL players – including some members of the 2017-18 
Canadian World Junior Championship team – in a London hotel room 
after a Hockey Canada Foundation event in June 2018. The woman 
chose not to reveal her identity, nor the identities of the eight players – 
they are referred to in the lawsuit as John Does 1-8. 

The lawsuit was settled in May, and the case has not been heard in a 
court of law. Terms of the settlement have not been released. 
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Sportsnet.ca / MacKinnon's lack of goals in Final concerning as 
Avalanche let Lightning back in 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 21, 2022, 2:02 AM 

 

TAMPA — The driver of this bus is encountering a couple of potholes 
and he’s doing his best to swerve around them and eventually power 
through them. 

It’s not like Colorado Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon hasn’t been 
noticeable during the first three games of the Stanley Cup final, it’s quite 
the opposite. 

MacKinnon hasn’t been stuck in neutral, nor has he been forced off the 
road to choose an alternate path. 

But on a night where the Tampa Bay Lightning stars were shining bright, 
it’s impossible to ignore the fact MacKinnon has yet to score a goal so far 
in the fourth and final round. 

This isn’t a slight on his performance, far from it. 

MacKinnon is going up against one of the top defensive centres in the 
NHL in Anthony Cirelli, a guy who is going to make a habit of being in the 
Selke discussion for years to come. 
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When you’re two wins away from claiming the first Stanley Cup of your 
career, it’s supposed to be hard. 

And what we know about MacKinnon is that he’s completely dialled in, 
even if he’s not producing at his usual ridiculous rate. 

Perhaps the most important thing for MacKinnon after the Avalanche lost 
Game 3 by a final score of 6-2 was how he handled the questions about 
his mini dry spell. 

He was fully composed and showed no outward signs of frustration, 
another sign of progress for someone who cares so much that it’s 
occasionally knocked him off track in past playoffs. 

The intensity was obvious, but this was not the look of a player beating 
himself up on the inside. 

“I like the looks. Obviously, I've got to find the back of the net,” said 
MacKinnon, who had six shots on goal and 13 shot attempts on Monday 
night. “That's my job.” 

Scoring goals is definitely part of his job and he’s more than lived up to 
his end of the deal through 17 games, notching 11 goals and 20 points in 
17 games — all the while handling the toughest defensive matchups with 
aplomb. 

The thing with MacKinnon is that he could care less about how much 
he’s producing, as long as his team is having success. 

The other part of the equation is that the Avalanche are not a one-line 
team that has to be carried by MacKinnon, though he remains an 
incredibly important player in that regard. 

Earlier in the playoffs, Avalanche winger Mikko Rantanen went through a 
stretch where he was having trouble finding the back of the net, chipping 
in just one empty-net goal through the first two rounds. 

Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar was quick to praise Rantanen for 
the looks he was getting and Rantanen himself spoke on the morning of 
Game 1 of the Western Conference Final about being happy with his 
play. 

In case you’ve forgotten how Rantanen responded, it was by scoring in 
each game of the series sweep of the Oilers, and he’s carried that 
momentum into this series with the Lightning. 

With that in mind, Rantanen was asked if he might offer a word of advice 
to MacKinnon, given that he endured a similar stretch. 

“I don’t think I need to say (anything). He’s a good enough player. He 
knows what to do,” said Rantanen. “He’s playing well and he’s creating 
chances for other guys and he’s had some chances too in all of the three 
games. We’ve all been there. At this point in the year, you try to do 
everything to help the team win. He’s playing well. Everybody has just 
got to stay with it. You can’t be frustrated at this point of the year.” 

Bednar didn’t sound the least bit worried about MacKinnon when asked 
about him at the podium, noting that he’s much better equipped to handle 
the lull in production. 

“The last thing you want to do is get frustrated, especially if you’re getting 
opportunities. Eventually they come. You don’t have any choice as a 
player but to stick with it,” the coach said. “You know you’re doing the 
right things, you’re creating chances, you’re helping your linemates 
create chances. You just have to stick with it and keep going. Eventually 
you’ll break through.” 

One of the things that stood out about the Avalanche's team game on 
Monday was that they didn’t spend nearly as much time playing at hyper 
speed. 

The tenacious forecheck wasn’t quite as effective and didn’t generate 
nearly as many turnovers as in the first two games. 

On the defensive side, the Avalanche weren’t nearly as crisp either and 
for the first time in the series, the Lightning got to the net and created 

plenty of Grade A opportunities, scoring three of the six goals from the 
slot. 

The Avalanche are now 14-3 in these playoffs and after the two prior 
losses, they responded with terrific efforts, winning both of those games. 

That’s a trend they’d like to continue and they understand the corrections 
required to make that happen. 

“Nothing that we haven’t done all year,” said Avalanche captain Gabriel 
Landeskog. “When you win, you don’t celebrate too much and if you lose, 
you don’t sulk too much either. You stay even keel. We’ll be back and 
we’ll be fine. I’ve got confidence in our group. We’ll bounce back and 
we’ll have a good Game 4.” 

“They played with a little bit more desperation,” said Avalanche 
defenceman Josh Manson. “I thought we had a pretty good start but 
you’ve got to be able to clean up some of the things we didn't do well. We 
kind of gave them life. 

"You can't be frustrated about it. They lost 7-0 (in Game 2). You wipe the 
slate clean. You come out the next night. That's how championship 
teams play and that's what we're going to do.” 

The other development in the game was the Lightning firing five goals on 
22 shots on goal past Avalanche goalie Darcy Kuemper, leading to an 
early hook at 11:15 of the second period. 

This wasn’t a true mercy pull, but nobody was pointing fingers at 
Kuemper as the reason the Avalanche were outclassed in this game 
either. 

There is no goalie controversy to see here and you can expect Kuemper 
back in goal for Game 4. 

“Listen, he’s allowed to have bad nights too. That’s the way that it is,” 
said Landeskog. “I wouldn’t hang him out to dry on any of those. Like I 
said, defensively as a five-man unit out there, we need better. We kind of 
left him alone on a few of those and would like to change that.” 

With the Avalanche still leading the series 2-1 going into Wednesday’s 
Game 4 at Amalie Arena, every player that spoke talked about the 
importance of having a short memory. 

This wasn’t just message tracking, though showing confidence in this 
situation against the two-time defending champions is always important. 

For a team that’s endured as much emotional toll during the last three 
Stanley Cup playoffs, you can be sure they would have gladly signed up 
to be in this position when the series began. 

Off nights happen, but they certainly don’t ensure that this confident and 
determined group is about to come off the rails with one loss. 

"It's the Stanley Cup Final. We're not expecting a sweep,” said 
MacKinnon. “This is fun. This is awesome. Good or bad, we're not going 
to trade our spot with anyone. We've waited a long time for this. 

“We're playing the best right now. We're playing the best team, they've 
won back to back. We knew they were too proud to go away. We still feel 
good. We feel good about our team, top to bottom." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens hopeful Shane Wright ready to ‘make a 
difference’ in NHL right away 

'It would mean the world to me' Why Shane Wright wants to go first 
overall in the NHL Draft 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 
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DENVER – Shane Wright has a strong belief in when and where he 
should be drafted next month. And “it would mean the world” to him to be 
drafted first overall to the Montreal Canadiens. 

But the top-ranked prospect will face intriguing competition in July 7’s 
race to the Bell Centre podium, and he’s smart enough to realize there’s 
no use in campaigning now. 

The season is over, the combine results have been tallied, and all the 
interviews are complete. The ink on the résumé has dried. 

“It's out of my control now. What my opinion is — or what I say, or what I 
think — doesn't matter at this point,” Wright said Saturday at Colorado’s 
Ball Arena. 

“It's in the hands of Montreal and their management. I obviously would 
like to be the first-overall pick, but at the end of the day, it's not my 
decision." 

Wright had been the consensus No. 1 prospect of the 2022 class for 
months, yet strong showings by Juraj Slafkovsky and Logan Cooley 
could give him a run. 

The Canadiens have been longing for centre depth. Aggressive attempts 
to mold a young Alex Galchenyuk, Jonathan Drouin or Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi into a consistent, reliable pivot never panned out. 

Wright has the ingredients that, hopefully, will allow him to develop into a 
top-six fixture in the show. 

Well-rounded if unflashy natural centreman. Wicked right shot. 
Defensively responsible. Solid size (6 feet, 191 pounds) already. Piles up 
points wherever he goes. 

The Kingston Frontenacs star raves about his recent dinner with 
Canadiens rookie GM Kent Hughes and his brass. 

“I really love what they're all about, what they were saying about the city 
and describing the organization and describing where they want to go in 
the future and them wanting to build a winning franchise,” Wright says. 

“I obviously want to be a part of that and just really enjoyed how it went 
overall.” 

The kid’s confidence is off the charts. 

He is reminded that some high picks, such as Cale Makar and Owen 
Power, were served well by patiently seasoning their skills for an extra 
season in college, arriving ready to stick once they hit the NHL. 

Wright counters that every situation is unique. 

“Those guys are both defencemen. I'm a forward,” Wright points out. “It's 
a little different transition to the league comparing a defenceman to a 
forward. 

“I don't think it's set in stone you have to go back [or] you have to play the 
first year as a first pick. It's really dependent on what the team wants and 
where that player's at with their development.” 

At age 18, are you prepared to dress in your NHL team’s 2022-23 
opening night lineup? 

"I think I am. I really do. Just based off watching out there, it's fast. It's 
going to be an adjustment at the start. The biggest thing is going to be 
the speed and just kind of learning the league,” Wright says. 

“But I think with a lot of work this offseason, and with a lot of training and 
developing in training camp, and learning a lot from the coaches and 
other players, I think I can step in to really make a difference. And that's 
where I want to be. That's where I see myself, and I think that's the goal I 
set for myself for next year.” 

The Burlington, Ont., native attended Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Final in 
Denver with fellow top prospects Connor Geekie, Matthew Savoie, and 
Cutter Gauthier. 

Savoie and Wright have formed a friendship. They’ve been battling 
against each in spring hockey since they were 12-year-olds. Savoie 
concedes that Wright has always been on another level from his peers. 

“Yeah, definitely. He was ahead of everyone else physically and just skill-
wise. He really wants to be the top pick,” Savoie says. 

“There's been a lot of talk, a lot of speculation, but he's a great player. 
He's good all around. He works hard. He plays the right way.” 

On Saturday, Wright chatted briefly with Bowan Byram, Alex Newhook, 
and Nathan MacKinnon after watching the Avalanche’s high-paced 
morning skate and the pros’ routine closely. 

“It's super fast. Everything's super crisp. No one's missing a pass, no 
one's missing the tape and everything's at a high speed. It's fun to watch 
those guys, fun to be up close and watch them in practice rather than 
kind of just watching them on TV,” Wright says. “Being here in the 
Stanley Cup Final, that's what you work for your entire life. 

“It was definitely inspiring to see those guys here, see how hard they 
worked, and see what it takes to make it at this level.” 

Wright will confess to some nerves and anxiousness as the days tick 
down to his Montreal trip and his moment — first overall or not — in the 
spotlight. 

“But I think more so excitement,” Wright says. 

“Looking forward to going through the draft process, going through that 
experience. I think just being there, having the feel of getting drafted, I 
think is just what I'm most excited for.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing potential trade partners if Canucks decide to 
deal JT Miller 

With a new regime in place, Canucks can turn the page on a dreadful 
season 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

June 20, 2022, 1:38 PM 

 

Vancouver Canucks fans who don’t love the idea of trading J.T. Miller 
might change their tune if they knew the only comparable for sending a 
player like Miller away in the past 20 years is prime Jaromir Jagr. 

Okay, okay, as much as statements without context are fun, we can only 
live in that world for a sentence or two, so let’s add some shading. 

Miller finished this season with 99 points, good for 10th spot in NHL 
scoring. Since 2000-01, the long-locked Czech God is the only player to 
finish as a top-10 scorer and be moved in the off-season immediately 
following that campaign. After leading the league in scoring for the fourth 
straight year in 2000-01 with 121 points, Jagr was shipped from the 
financially troubled Pittsburgh Penguins to the Washington Capitals for 
three guys you’d be very hard-pressed to name, so we’ll just give them to 
you: Kris Beech, a seventh-overall pick in 1999, Michal Sivek, 29th in ’99 
and Ross Lupaschuk, 34th in that same draft. 

I think we can safely say, should they ship Miller out, the Canucks would 
hope for a haul that ages better than that. 
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Marian Hossa was also traded on the heels of a top-10 scoring year, but 
the off-season in that case lasted well over 12 months as he was dealt in 
the summer of 2005 from Ottawa to Atlanta for Dany Heatley after an 
owners’ lockout completely obliterated the 2004-05 campaign. Hossa is 
also one of three players — along with Jiri Hudler and Martin St. Louis — 
to be moved as part of an in-season swap the year following a top-10 
showing in the past two decades. 

A range of considerations drive these transactions and in the case of the 
Canucks, they’re looking at the fact Miller can become an unrestricted 
free agent in 2023 and dreading the idea of him leaving for nothing 
should the club and player not be able to hammer out an extension. 
Vancouver has no shortage of contract concerns these days, with captain 
Bo Horvat also eligible to become a UFA that same summer, while Brock 
Boeser can reach RFA status in about one month. 

We obviously don’t know if the Canucks will go down the path of dealing 
the 29-year-old Miller. What we can say for certain is, if he does go on 
the market, just about every team in the league would feel compelled to 
connect with Vancouver GM Patrik Allvin given what Miller brings. Even 
taking last season’s career year out of it, he played at a point-per-game 
pace through 122 contests during his first two pandemic-impacted 
seasons on the west coast after the Canucks themselves surrendered a 
first-rounder (and a third) to get him from Tampa Bay in 2019. Miller can 
line up on wing or at centre and his rounded game would bring enormous 
value to any top-six mix, even if his production dropped a bit from last 
year’s elite numbers. 

With one year to go on a contract that counts $5.25 million against the 
cap, Miller offers tremendous bang-for-buck right now. Whether or not 
he’d be willing to ink an extension with any potential new club — as Seth 
Jones did with Chicago last summer — obviously impacts what the 
Canucks could expect back in a deal. 

With or without some added security, though, teams will be very 
interested. We’ve identified a few who might be among the first to call — 
or, in many cases, call back after already reaching out a few months 
back at the trade deadline. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings would seem to check every box you can think of save for the 
fact they might be saving their powder to chase a defenceman like Jakob 
Chychrun rather than a forward. The Kings have a strong prospect base 
to pull from and are hungry to make a leap after a surprise playoff 
appearance and seven-game first-round loss to Edmonton. 

New York Rangers 

The team that drafted Miller 15th overall in 2011 has certainly been 
linked to him in the recent past. After a final-four showing in which some 
of its top players struggled to produce at five-on-five, won’t the Blueshirts 
be motivated to find the piece that puts them over the top? 

Boston Bruins 

Usually known for stability, there’s more than a little turmoil surrounding 
the B’s right now with the somewhat-surprise dismissal of coach Bruce 
Cassidy and the sense that David Pastrnak — also eligible to become a 
UFA in 2023 — may not be sprinting toward T.D. Garden, pen in hand 
any time soon to sign a big extension with Boston. Maybe there is some 
kind of rebuild or re-tool coming in Massachusetts. But if the Bruins want 
to remain competitive they have to improve up the middle, regardless of 
whether or not Patrice Bergeron retires. Miller would certainly help with 
that. 

Nashville Predators 

The Preds might know by the NHL Draft (July 7-8) whether they’re in pole 
position to bring back pending-UFA Filip Forsberg or if the Swede is likely 
to leave via the open market later this summer. If it looks like he’s got 
one foot out the door, it’s easy to imagine GM David Poile getting 
aggressive in search of replacement goals. And even if Forsberg stays, 

Nashville is in an ultra-tough Central Division and needs to keep adding if 
it wants to move up the ladder. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Pens are approaching a huge off-season, with both Evgeni Malkin 
and Kris Letang eligible to walk as free agents. If they lose one of those 
guys, could they pivot to trying to acquire a guy who played youth hockey 
in Pittsburgh and might be very open to an extension with the Pens? 

Vegas Golden Knights 

You just can’t make a list like this and not include Vegas, especially when 
the team is a little salty after the first non-playoff showing in franchise 
history. Vegas has already hired a new coach in Cassidy and off-loaded 
Evgenii Dadonov’s contract to create a little cap space. If they could 
move another body out the door — Jonathan Marchessault only has two 
years left at $5-million per — maybe they could squeeze Miller in. 

Basically Every Team Holding Picks Five Through Nine 

The issue with most of the clubs listed above is they’re either picking in 
the last half of the first round or, in the case of Vegas and Boston, don’t 
have a first-rounder at all. 2023 first-rounders are coveted, but you know 
that’s going to come with Connor Bedard protection. You start talking 
about top-10 selections, though, and you might get the Canucks’ 
attention. 

Let’s play this out: Philadelphia holds five, Columbus is sixth, then it goes 
Ottawa, Detroit, Buffalo. 

The Flyers are on record saying they want to turn things around quickly 
and nobody they get at five is going to help them next year. Aggression is 
in the Flyers DNA. You could argue No. 6 is found money for Columbus 
given they got it in the Jones deal from Chicago. The Jackets could move 
that selection in a play for Miller — not for nothing, an Ohio native who 
grew up right on the Pennsylvania border — and still draft a solid 
prospect at 12 with their own pick. 

Ottawa actually seems like a wonderful fit, as Miller would be exactly the 
kind of veteran they’ve talked about adding to supplement the young 
core. The issue is, I can’t see the Sens taking a one-year swing on Miller 
and I can’t see the latter immediately signing on to stay in Canada’s 
capital for the next half-dozen years or so. Detroit has hit homeruns 
despite zero lottery luck the past three years with Moritz Seider, Lucas 
Raymond and Simon Edvinsson; maybe they go for the shot-in-the-arm 
move and acquire immediate help. Buffalo had a strong finish to the 
season, has to keep the momentum going next year and, in addition to 
No. 9, hold the 16th and 28th picks. They could trade two first-rounders 
for Miller and still walk away with a fresh first-round prospect. 

Heck, even the New Jersey Devils — another organization that 
desperately wants to surge forward next year — at No. 2 are interesting. 
That might be a bit much for Miller, but if Vancouver puts No. 15 in play 
and Miller would sign an extension to stay in Jersey, maybe that’s the 
foundation of a deal that works. 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada says players weren’t required to participate in 
assault investigation 

 

Rick Westhead 

5-7 minutes 

 

When Hockey Canada hired an independent law firm in 2018 to 
investigate an alleged sexual assault by eight Canadian Hockey League 
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players following a golf tournament and gala, the organization didn’t 
require players who attended the event to participate in its third-party 
investigation, a government hearing was told Monday. 

Kevin Waugh, a Conservative MP who represents Saskatoon-Grasswood 
and is a member of the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage, 
scolded Hockey Canada officials for not demanding that all CHL players 
who attended the golf tournament be questioned about the allegations. 

"Does it not resonate with you that these eight players could be coaching 
five years down the road?" Waugh asked Hockey Canada president 
Scott Smith and outgoing chief executive Tom Renney. “You own that. 
That is unacceptable.” 

Smith and Renney testified under oath on Parliament Hill for two hours 
on Monday afternoon, answering questions from members of the 
committee about the allegations and the organization’s response. 

The woman, who is not identified in court records, alleged the assaults 
occurred in June of 2018 in a London, Ont., hotel room following a 
Hockey Canada golf tournament and gala. Her allegations, which 
included that some of her attackers were members of Canada’s 2017-18 
World Junior gold-medal winning team, were included in a lawsuit filed 
April 20, 2022, that has been settled. 

The plaintiff asked a judge to award $3.55 million. The amount of the 
settlement is unknown. The allegations against the players were never 
proven in court and none of the defendants filed a response. 

“We settled the claim quickly because we felt a moral obligation to 
respond to the alleged behaviour that occurred at one of our events, by 
players who attended at our invitation,” Renney said in his opening 
statement. 

“While we don’t know exactly what occurred that night, or the identities of 
those involved, we recognized that the conduct was unacceptable and 
incompatible with Hockey Canada’s values and expectations, and clearly 
caused harm.”  

Smith told the committee that Hockey Canada was contacted the 
morning after the alleged assault by the stepfather of the alleged victim. 
That night, after internal discussions with staff and after contacting the 
organization’s insurers, Hockey Canada officials contacted London 
police. Hockey Canada also hired the Toronto law firm Henein Hutchison 
LLP to conduct a third-party investigation. 

Hockey Canada contacted all of the players’ teams about the incident 
and “strongly recommended” they participate in the investigation, Renney 
said. 

He said he believed between four and six players who were at the event 
in London participated with the Henein Hutchison investigation. Smith 
later told the hearing it was 12 or 13 players. 

“On the advice of our third-party investigator, we were not able to impose 
sanctions,” Smith said, when asked why players weren’t punished for not 
participating in the investigation. “They advised us that would lack due 
process for them. It’s not something we take lightly. I’ve said multiple 
times that, if further information were to come forward, we would re-
engage the investigative process and we will handle the investigation and 
any potential discipline exactly the way we intended it to be handled in 
the summer of 2018. We take responsibility. We hold accountability for 
this.” 

Smith testified that Hockey Canada was notified by London police in 
February that the criminal investigation was being closed because the 
complainant would not speak with investigators. The Henein Hutchison 
investigation remained open until September of 2020, Smith said. 

Renney testified that Henein Hutchison never delivered Hockey Canada 
a complete report. He said that being forced to disclose an “incomplete 
report” would be a mistake. 

Canada’s Minister for Sport, Pascale St-Onge, has ordered an audit of 
Hockey Canada’s finances to determine whether taxpayer money was 
used to settle the case. 

Smith testified Monday that no government money was used to pay the 
complainant. Rather, Hockey Canada liquidated some of its assets, he 
said. Renney said Hockey Canada would cooperate fully with the audit. 

In testimony later Monday, St-Onge said she was contacted by Renney 
and told on May 24, two days before TSN reported the news of the 
lawsuit, that a non-disclosure agreement was signed as part of the 
settlement of the case. 

The National Hockey League announced May 26 it was opening an 
investigation into the allegations and officially advised the NHL Players' 
Association June 3 of its intentions, as required by the NHL/NHLPA 
collective bargaining agreement. 

Several MPs criticized Hockey Canada for allegedly not making more of 
an effort to identify players who may have been involved.  

Anthony Housefather, a Liberal MP representing Mount Royal, 
questioned why Hockey Canada has not released a redacted 
investigation report, pointing out that the Chicago Blackhawks disclosed 
a report on the alleged sexual assaults committed by former video coach 
Brad Aldrich. 

"By not trying to identify the gentleman involved here we may have other 
women attacked in the future,” Housefather said. 
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TSN.CA / How the Avs are picking apart the Lightning 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

How do you plan for a team as talented as the Colorado Avalanche? 
That is the question we explored last week, concluding two points. The 
first: Most every team in the National Hockey League is ill-equipped to 
deal with the skill and depth of the Colorado roster. The second: Teams 
that have given Colorado trouble took their transitional offence and 
deadly power play out of the equation. 

Again, that’s easier said than done – you not only need a bunch of very 
capable two-way players, but you also need a system that allows for 
more meaningful puck possession, and just as importantly, a slower pace 
of play in the neutral zone. We have seen in years past with teams like 
the St. Louis Blues (as recently as the second round) and the Vegas 
Golden Knights (last season) that taking away Colorado’s all-tempo-all-
the-time style of hockey is the most viable path to winning. 

So, what did we see in the first two games of the Stanley Cup Final? 
Unfortunately for Tampa Bay and their quest to three-peat, a lot of futility. 

No one would be foolish enough to write off Jon Cooper’s team just yet, 
but the Lightning look slow and are turning the puck over way too 
frequently. Tampa has also been all too accommodating to that Colorado 
power play we talked about, perhaps the strongest statistical indicator we 
have as to whether a team can beat the Avalanche. After two road 
games, the Lightning have already conceded seven power-play 
opportunities and three power-play goals. That’s ugly, full stop. 

That’s the big concern for Cooper as this series heads back to Tampa 
Bay on Monday night. You’re not going to win games when your 
goaltender is stopping 85 per cent of shots faced, which is what the 
Lightning have received from Andrei Vasilevskiy. But Vasilevskiy is the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 21, 2022 

 

league’s most reliable goaltender, and this sort of underperformance is 
very rare. What’s more concerning is the overwhelmed Tampa Bay 
skaters. 

If we break out all the matchups from the first two games, based on 
regular deployment, you can see the majority of Colorado’s lineup has 
bulldozed the opposition. It is the type of dominance that you tend to see 
in series that only manage to go four or five games. 

For the purpose of this two-game study, we will look at head-to-head shot 
differentials. Tampa Bay has been out-attempted 105-71 (60 per cent 
Colorado advantage) at even strength over the first two games, and 
largely due to score effects, that’s the most flattering of numbers as to 
how the Lightning have played. 

Let’s look at the data: 
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In retrospect, the word bulldozing might be an understatement. Save for 
some sparing minutes with Tampa Bay’s top line against Colorado’s 
checking line (Artturi Lehkonen and company), the Lightning are 
underwater everywhere. 

The top of the lineup has seen the Nathan MacKinnon line obliterate the 
Nikita Kucherov line, and the Ryan McDonagh and Erik Cernak pairing – 
which looks painfully slow against Colorado’s speed on video – has been 
drowning in its matchup. I’d note this matchup gets even more lopsided 
when Colorado’s top pairing – featuring Cale Makar and Devon Toews – 
is backstopping the MacKinnon line. 

It’s hard to win when you aren’t getting the goaltending, and it’s twice as 
hard if your best players are getting blown off the ice. But that’s not 
where it ends, because the Avs’ second line, featuring Mikko Rantanen, 
has won both of its matchups against Tampa Bay’s middle-six forwards – 
whether that’s the Brayden Point line or the Anthony Cirelli line. 

At the end of the day, despite significant score effects hockey stemming 
from the Game 2 blowout, only two Colorado skaters – Logan O’Connor 
and Alex Newhook – are in the red for series shot differential. Look at 
expected goals, and that number drops to zero. Zero skaters have been 
territorially outplayed. Zero! 

It’s not just that Colorado has looked this good. It’s that they look this 
good against a dynastic Tampa Bay team that has shown it can win in 
most every sort of matchup, and against a garden variety of opponent 
skill sets. 

But two games in, the theory that Colorado would be Tampa Bay’s 
toughest matchup yet is strengthening. Even with the expected bounce-
back of Vasilevskiy – and a rebound performance from this skater group 
on home ice in Game 3 – it’s hard to envision a path for the Lightning to 
win this year’s title. 

Colorado looks that good. The video shows that level of dominance. The 
data is that scary. And unless the Lightning find a way to slow this group 
down, this series will be a short one. 
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