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All 2022 Stanley Cup playoff series that got us to this Final, ranked 

By Sean McIndoe 

We’re three games into the Stanley Cup Final, one that 
seemed on paper to be in the running for the best matchup 
of the cap era and maybe beyond. On one side, the two-time 
defending champs going for the NHL’s first threepeat in 
almost four decades. On the other, the league’s most 
talented team looking to finally slay the dragon and bring 
their best game when it matters most. 

And through the first three games it’s been … fine. 

Maybe better than that. Game 1 was a borderline classic. But 
Game 2 was a blowout of historic proportions, and Game 3 
wasn’t much better. The series is 2-1 and feels like it still has 
plenty of runway left, but neutral fans have to be getting at 
least a little worried that this epic Final could end up being a 
dud. 

You know what, I don’t really want to think about it. So 
instead of looking ahead, let’s look back at the 14 series it 
took to get us here with a worst-to-best ranking. This will be 
tougher than most years, because I’m on record as saying 
this year’s playoffs have been unusually good. There are 
going to be some decent series that don’t even make the top 
10, which is kind of cool. 

Let’s count them down from 14 to 1, then root for the 
Avalanche and Lightning to deliver four more classics so that 
this Final can take a run at top spot. 

14. Lightning over Panthers in four (Round 2) 

This was supposed to be the exciting sequel to last year’s 
well-received debut, only with bigger stakes and (maybe) a 
new ending. Instead, it was a bust. The second Battle of 
Florida featured a Panthers team that had just won the 
Presidents’ Trophy and seemed ready to finally beat the 
Lightning, or at least put up more of a fight than they had in 
2021. Nope. Tampa rolled in four straight, and the high-
powered Panthers offense managed just three goals. 

You could argue that this series at least had its moment, 
including Ross Colton’s buzzer-beater in Game 2. But given 
the expectations, no series was as disappointing. It wasn’t 
even all that close. 

13. Avalanche over Predators in four (Round 1) 

I’m guessing this would be a lot of fans picks for last place, 
since the outcome was never in doubt once Juuse Saros 
went down and we all would have forgiven the Predators if 
they’d just tapped out after three games. But given the rock-
bottom expectations, the Preds at least put up a bit of a fight, 
taking one game to overtime and holding a third-period lead 
in Game 4. 

More importantly, it was at least kind of cool to see the Avs 
flex their muscles early on. It was like the opening scene of a 
big-budget TV show, where the main character gets to just 
destroy a few low-level opponents to make sure we 

understand what they can do. Sure, you figure there’s 
tougher challenges to come, but in the meantime it’s still fun 
to watch the hero straight-up wreck others. 

12. Blues over the Wild in six (Round 1) 

The great irony of the first round was that five of the eight 
series went seven games, but not the one that everyone 
assumed would go the distance. That would be the Wild and 
Blues, two equally matched teams that had spent most of the 
second half of the season battling for second in the Central 
Division and home ice in their inevitable first-round 
showdown. The matchup had just about everything you 
could want — lots of talent, some bad blood, and two 
legitimate Cup contenders with a sense of urgency to win 
now. 

And then we got … well, not quite a dud, but nothing all that 
memorable. No overtime, no seventh game showdown, and 
all six games were decided by three goals or more. What 
was the signature game or moment from the series? Maybe 
Vladimir Tarasenko’s hat trick in Game 5, or Kirill Kaprizov’s 
in Game 2? Sure, those were good games from star players, 
although both needed an empty-netter for the third goal. This 
series was fine. We just wanted more than that. 

11. Panthers over Capitals in six (round 1) 

Probably the last interesting series on paper heading into 
round one, this one certainly got our attention early on, with 
the Capitals winning two of the first three. The Panthers 
levelled up after that, winning three straight to slam the door 
on any upset talk, but they had to battle to get there. 

I’ll be honest, looking back on this series reminded me that it 
was at least a little bit better than I remembered, with Games 
4 and 6 both going to overtime after tying goals late in 
regulation. Maybe this should have felt like a better David vs. 
Goliath story than it was. But a relatively recent Cup winner 
like Washington doesn’t really resonate as an underdog, and 
in hindsight we know that the outcome here didn’t matter all 
that much since the Panthers wouldn’t win another game. 

Sorry, Florida, no top-10 appearance for you. I pumped your 
tires before the playoffs started, maybe too much, but no 
team was a bigger letdown once the action started. 

10. Oilers over Kings in seven (Round 1) 

This feels low for a seven-game series, and maybe it is, but 
do you really remember all that much from it? Yes, I know 
that feels like a setup for a joke about lazy Eastern time 
sportswriters who can’t stay up past their bedtime, but I’m 
not sure how much still resonates from this matchup outside 
the two fan bases. We had a Philip Danault breakout and 
briefly, it felt like the old Jonathan Quick was back. Plus a bit 
of nastiness that led to an exceedingly rare head-butting 
suspension, but for the most part the Kings were just a 
likable team that seemed as if they could be happy to be 
there. Meanwhile, the Oilers avoided another first-round 
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collapse, which objectively would have been the most 
entertaining outcome. 

9. Hurricanes over Bruins in seven (Round 1) 

This one felt like a sure thing heading in, as two very good 
teams hooked up for the third time in four postseasons. The 
Hurricanes were a lot of people’s pick to come out of the 
Eastern Conference, while the Bruins were a sneaky good 
wild card entry looking for one last run. What more could you 
want? 

And the series was OK. It just wasn’t much more than that, 
with no overtime and just Game 7 even being a one-goal 
game (and even then, only because of a last-minute goal). 
The home team won every game, which is always neat but 
made the whole thing feel a little bit paint-by-numbers. 

If you liked watching two very good teams play perfectly 
competent hockey that probably ended with the home team 
winning 5-2, this was the series for you. But it could have 
been a lot more than that. 

8. Avalanche over Oilers in four (Round 3) 

A sweep in the top 10? Look, it was way too short, and not 
especially competitive. But in terms of star power, this was 
the best series of the first three rounds, and just about every 
second of it was enjoyable on some level. The Connor 
McDavid vs. Nathan MacKinnon matchup was irresistible, 
and two of the four games were high-scoring classics. 

So was this the postseason’s most entertaining series, or its 
most disappointing? Yes, which is why I’m ranking it right 
around the middle. 

7. Flames over Stars in seven (Round 1) 

This series got a bad rap from the start, after a couple of low-
scoring games led to some fans labelling it boring. That 
wasn’t completely fair, and things certainly picked up as the 
series went on even as it mostly remained a low-scoring 
battle, with Jake Oettinger landing on everyone’s radar as 
the sort of goalie who could single-handedly steal a series. 
And the ending was fantastic, with a Game 7 overtime. 

The downside is that by the time we got late into the series, 
we were all looking ahead to a potential Battle of Alberta. 
And the fact that Calgary went out in Round 2 means this 
series doesn’t hold up as well in hindsight as it might have if 
they’d gone on a long run. Still, in a postseason that 
delivered plenty of shootouts, there’s still something to be 
said for a goaltending battle. 

6. Rangers over Hurricanes in seven (Round 2) 

We were spoiled with five seven-game series in the opening 
round, but so far this matchup from Round 2 is the only one 
that’s gone the distance since. It was pretty good, featuring 
two talented teams with some history between them, and got 
off to a solid start with the Hurricanes’ late comeback in 
Game 1. From there, we got the same “home team wins” 
storyline that Carolina had already given us in the first round, 
only with a twist ending where the visitors win Game 7. 

The drama was there, but this series was low-scoring and 
the last two games weren’t especially close. That said, you 

can’t complain too much about a winner-take-all game to get 
to the final four. 

5. Lightning over Rangers in six (Round 3) 

The best goaltending matchup in years mostly delivered, at 
least once Andrei Vasilevskiy found his footing after a tough 
opener. The Rangers stunned us by proving that it really was 
possible to beat the Lightning in back-to-back games, and 
seemed like they were going to pull off the sweep after 
jumping out to a 2-0 lead in Game 3. That’s when the 
Lightning roared back, basically pulling off the NHL’s version 
of The Undertaker sit up while grinding the Rangers down in 
four straight wins. If Colorado has their way, this may be 
remembered as a worthy champion’s final stand, but even 
that would be kind of cool. 

4. Rangers over Penguins in seven (Round 1) 

The biggest comeback of the playoffs came with some 
controversy, as Jacob Trouba’s hit on Sidney Crosby felt like 
the turning point. The hit was deemed legal, at least for now, 
but seeing Crosby exit was the biggest moment of the series, 
and maybe of the first round. The Rangers came back from 
down 2-0 to win Game 5, kicking off the three straight wins 
they needed to survive the series. 

Any time a matchup swings on a controversy, fans are left 
with mixed feelings, and nobody likes to see an injury. But 
we’ll remember this series to years to come, with Trouba 
playing the villain just like fellow Ranger Adam Graves did in 
this rivalry decades ago. Mix in a Game 1 marathon that 
somehow still stands as the only multi-OT game of the 2022 
postseason and the whole spicy pork subplot with Louis 
Domingue, and you can’t say this series wasn’t memorable. 

3. Oilers over Flames in five (Round 2) 

The Battle of Alberta didn’t live up to the hype. And it couldn’t 
have, because after three decades, anything short of a 
seven-game classic would have felt like a letdown. We didn’t 
get that. 

But what we did get was five games of almost non-stop 
action, kicked off by the wildest Game 1 in recent history. 
Seriously, this game rocked, and the series has to be in the 
top five just based on that one. 

Then came Game 2 and … well, you don’t remember much 
of Game 2, or the games after that. But you do remember 
the ending, as Connor McDavid put the punctuation mark on 
the series with an overtime winner. Mix in the bad blood, the 
history, and two absolutely fantastic crowds, and it was all 
pretty great. 

This series not going seven games was the single biggest 
disappointment of the postseason, and the only reason that 
the Battle of Alberta wasn’t a slam dunk pick for number one. 
But let’s not get greedy — this series still delivered. 

2. Avalanche over Blues in six (Round 2) 

The big question in the Central all year was whether anyone 
could beat the Avalanche. We’re still not sure, but it’s quite 
possible that we’ll look back on the Blues as being the team 
that came the closest. 
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In fact, if the Blues get the overtime win in Game 1, or if 
Jordan Binnington doesn’t get run over by Nazem Kadri, this 
series might flip the other way. We’ll never know, although 
the latter scenario at least gave us the remarkably rare 
postgame TV interview worth remembering. 

What we did get was an excellent series between two bitter 
rivals that started strong and ended even better, which was 
more than enough to overlook a pair of so-so games in the 
middle. Nathan MacKinnon’s end-to-end hat trick goal in 
Game 5 was the sort of series-winning individual 
performance that cements a legacy, except that the Blues 
missed the memo. It may have been the single most 
entertaining potential elimination game of the entire 
postseason. 

The only thing keeping this one out of top spot is the lack of 
a seventh game. Maybe it deserves to be there anyway. 

1. Lightning over Maple Leafs in seven (Round 1) 

Go ahead and call this a homer pick, you know I’m right. The 
Leafs and Lightning put on a seven-game classic with a ton 
of talent, plenty of storylines, and all sorts of twists and turns. 

You name it, this series delivered. Seven games, obviously. 
An overtime elimination game, yep. A blowout to throw off 
the narratives about which team was better? One on each 
side, and yeah maybe that was a little much, but those 
lopsided scores helped set the stage for the final stretch. 
Lots of goals by the biggest stars? Yep. A big comeback? 
The Leafs gave us that in Game 5. Alexander Kerfoot 
assisting on Lightning goals? That’s weirdly specific, but yes, 
the series had that too. Some controversial calls that one fan 
base can complain about for eternity? It’s the NHL, so it goes 
without saying. 

And best of all, if you’re one of those fans who roll their eyes 
over how much hype the Leafs get, this series gave you the 
result you wanted. Everybody wins! Except the Leafs, 
because it’s the playoffs. But add it all up, and you’ve got 
your best series of the 2022 postseason. So far.
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About Last Season: Ian Cole 

The Hurricanes pretty much got exactly what they paid for by 
signing the veteran Cup champion. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Ian Cole: 2021-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 33 

 NHL Seasons: 11 

 Scoring: 2 goals, 17 assists, 19 points in 75 games 

 Playoff scoring: 1 goal, 1 assist, 2 points in 14 
games 

 Advanced statistics: 57.96 CF%, 54.37 SCF%, 
56.48 xGF%, 54.22 GF% 

 Contract status: Unrestricted free agent 

After seeing their season end at the hands of the Boston 
Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning in the past two seasons, 
the Carolina Hurricanes realized that Justin Williams wasn’t 
walking through that door - at least, not as a player. For all 
the playoff experience they had gained after wandering the 
wilderness for a decade, they were painfully short on grizzled 
veterans with Stanley Cups on their resumes. Jordan Staal is 
a superman, but even he can only do so much on his own. 

Enter Ian Cole, the well-traveled defenseman who won two 
Cups with the Penguins and was universally regarded as one 
of the better locker-room guys in the NHL. The Hurricanes 
signed Cole to a one-year deal to do pretty much exactly 
what he delivered: anchor the third pairing, play with an 
edge, and gobble up some minutes to allow the likes of 
Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce to catch their breath without 
being a total horror show. 

Mission accomplished. 

Through the season a three-way rotation developed among 
Cole, Brendan Smith and Ethan Bear to make up the third 
pairing, when all were healthy. Cole was the constant, only 
missing seven games as a scratch. 

Let’s talk about that “penalties taken: lots” notation for a 
second. Cole was the team leader in penalty minutes with 
83, topping second-place Andrei Svechnikov by four PIMs. 
That’s the second-highest PIM total of his 11-year NHL 
career. 

He was regularly used to kill penalties when he was available 
to do so, and he wasn’t bad at it: power play goals against 
with Cole on the ice were 3.53 per 60 minutes, second-
lowest among Canes defensemen behind only Bear, who 
killed penalties much less frequently. 

Cole wasn’t signed to score goals, so it’s little surprise that 
he was not the most prolific creator of offense. That made it 
even more surprising that it was him who knuckleballed a 
puck past Igor Shesterkin to give the Hurricanes a win in 
Game 2 against the Rangers: 

Would the Canes bring Cole back for next year? Perhaps, if 
the price was right. But with Joey Keane and Jalen Chatfield 
waiting in the wings on minimum contracts, and Cole having 
been paid nearly $3 million last season, there’s a significant 
chance that some team will be willing to ante up for Cole for 
well more than the Hurricanes can or would be able to 
match. 

It’s probably not fair to say that Cole didn’t live up to 
expectations. In fact, he’s exactly the reason why the grades 
are listed the way they are, and not just a “good 
season”/”bad season” continuum. Relative to what was 
expected when he signed, he met the mark. He wasn’t 
signed to be Jaccob Slavin, and he wasn’t. But for what the 
Hurricanes needed from him, he fit the bill pretty 
successfully.

 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3374392/2022/06/22/stanley-cup-playoffs-ranked/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/21/23177031/about-last-season-ian-cole-carolina-hurricanes-season-in-review 
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Sportsnet.ca / Modest Matthews feeling 'fortunate and blessed' after 
MVP wins 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 22, 2022, 12:08 AM 

 

TAMPA – Auston Matthews is funny in a way. 

Certainly, he wants to win everything he can get his hand on. He’s an 
alpha male, to be sure. 

Yet, in talking to those around him, the Toronto Maple Leafs star wasn’t 
yapping too much about the Hart and Ted Lindsay trophies on the night 
he won them both. 

The most valuable hockey player of the 2021-22 season, as judged by 
both his own peers and the writers who cover his sport of choice, was 
typically humble in accepting the NHL’s two most prestigious individual 
honours Tuesday during a modest ceremony held at Tampa’s Amateur 
Works Tuesday evening. 

A most ironic site, certainly, for a superstar player whose team was 
eliminated in an airtight seven-game series by the eventual Eastern 
Conference champion Tampa Bay Lightning — still competing for a 
Stanley Cup he desires. 

Sources say it’s been difficult for the MVP to enjoy viewing these 
playoffs, as excellent as they’ve been. 

Naturally, the tanned talent would rather be throwing on skates and a 
sweater instead of a slick black suit, white dress shirt and matching white 
sneakers. 

No necktie. 

"I don’t love wearing a tie, if I’m being honest with ya," Matthews told 
reporters. "It’s hot. So, just trying to go a little casual with ya tonight and 
let the chest breathe. It’s sticky out there. 

"I’d be lying if I said if there wasn’t a little bit of angst of wishing you were 
still playing right now, especially being back here." 

Gracious and charming — but not overtly celebratory — Matthews 
scooped both the NHL’s Hart Trophy and Ted Lindsay Award in Florida. 

His proud parents, Emma and Brian, and talented sisters, Alexandria and 
Breyana, were in attendance, along with exuberant agent Judd Moldaver 
and linemate Michael Bunting, a Calder finalist. 

Bunting, a former Coyote, struck up a fast bond with Matthews, an 
Arizona native. They both love friendly chirps. Kind hearts off the ice; 
fierce competitors on it. 

Yet even in his conversations with Bunting, Matthews has not been 
explicit about his MVP aspirations. 

"He’s a closed book like that," a dressed-up Bunting told Sportsnet, 
minutes before the announcements. "I’m sure it would mean a lot. It’s a 

great trophy to win, and I hope he wins all the awards he’s up for — 
because he’s such a good guy and such a good player." 

Matthews was typically gracious in his two trips to the dais, one to accept 
the Hart and another the Ted Lindsay, for the most outstanding player 
according to his peers. 

"It means a lot to have their respect," Matthews said. "I just enjoy playing 
in the NHL. I love playing hockey. I feel very fortunate and blessed every 
day, so I try to have fun and live in the moment." 

The potential 2024 free agent shouted out his storied franchise, 
reinforcing that it’s a "tremendous honour" to wear the Blue and White, 
and gave love to his family. 

"I know Father’s Day was a couple days ago, but, Brian, this one is for 
you," Matthews said. "A lot runs through your mind… It just means a lot 
to have them here. It’s really special.” 

Matthews also acknowledged that this is the third time the Maple Leafs' 
first-round opponent has gone on to reach the final. 

Kind of awkward that Matthews' greatest individual awards were 
accepted in Tampa. 

The Stanley Cup is in town and being contested for by the same team 
that fed Matthews and his Leafs their sixth consecutive playoff series 
disappointment. The bitterest one yet. 

Funny how much of a premium us voters have placed on goal scoring 
since the last time a Toronto Maple Leaf won the Hart. 

Lady and the Tramp was killing it at the box office. Bill Haley & His 
Comets' "Rock Around the Clock" was blasting out of Ford Thunderbirds. 
And the one referee controlling the game was wearing orange-and-black 
stripes. 

The year was 1955. The league was six teams deep. And its MVP was 
playmaking pivot Ted Kennedy. 

The Hall of Fame centreman scored a whopping 10 goals — and only 
five at even-strength, to go with 42 assists — in 70 games that season. A 
face-off beast, Kennedy finished 11th in NHL scoring and wasn’t even 
the most productive player on his own team (Sid Smith had 33 goals and 
54 points). 

But voters treated the prize more as an acknowledgement of Kennedy’s 
splendid career, which he had considered ending the prior off-season. No 
skater outside the top-10 in scoring has won since. 

Sentiment has little room in today’s Hart debate. 

Charts and graphs, comparisons both leaguewide and within team, and 
an intense (unnecessary, some may argue) drill-down on the honour’s 
criteria — "the player adjudged to be the most valuable to his team" — all 
play a role in fuelling the MVP debate. 

In other words: There will be some disgruntled Oilers fans tonight. 

Still, Matthews didn’t hesitate to share some shine with runner-up Connor 
McDavid, who chose not to attend the ceremony. 

"I want to be the best version of myself for the team, for myself. He’s 
obviously an extremely special player. I’m definitely not the only one that 
would hold him in the highest regard as far as players in this league go," 
Matthews said. 
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"He definitely pushes me. I'd like to think I push him. But in the end, he's 
been the cream of the crop... Any time I've had a vote for the Ted 
Lindsay, I'm pretty sure I just write his name down." 

Hart trophy winner Matthews shows respect to McDavid: 'He's been the 
cream of the crop' 

The Hart vote was not quite as tight as suspected. 

Matthews received 119 first-place ballots. McDavid, a unanimous choice 
in 2021 and the 2022 points leader, topped 29 writers' lists. Vezina 
winner Igor Shesterkin got 24 first-place votes. 

But any way you slice it, Matthews' ripping 50 goals in one 50-game 
span, rewriting an Original Six franchise's record book with 60 in 73 
games, all while improving his physical, defensive and leadership efforts 
makes him worthy of applause. 

"It’s hard in this league to score 60 goals," said Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper, asked for his Hart pick. "Scoring 60 is scoring 60. That’s pretty 
good." 

Becoming the first 60-goal man in 10 years is at the top of the resume, 
no doubt. But Matthews also crushed career highs in face-off percentage 
(56.2), hits (67), assists (46) and points (106), plus league highs in shots 
(348) and even-strength goals (44). All while facing the opposition's 
toughest shutdown units. 

Further, Matthews led all forwards in takeaways (92) and deepened his 
commitment without the puck. 

"It’s pretty obvious if you’re watching the game and paying attention that 
Auston has been dominant in all regards offensively, defensively," Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. "He’s forechecking, tracking, forcing 
turnovers, and doing all the things that lead to goals and giving himself 
those opportunities to score. 

"I just don’t think you can put any limitations on someone like him with 
the ability that he has and the drive that he has." 

With Matthews' mantle now teeming with individual hardware — a 
Calder, two Rockets, all-star nods, and now the two biggies — the only 
meaningful uncharted territory is team success. 

"I’ve really enjoyed my time in Toronto, and it’s been special. I love every 
single guy on that team, the management staff. The whole organization 
from top to bottom is first class, and I feel really fortunate to play [there]," 
Matthews said on his big night. 

Just as they should feel fortunate to have him. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Roman Josi was in the building. He got more first-place votes (98) than 
Norris winner Cale Makar (92) for Best Defenceman of the Year. 

The vote was crazy tight: 1,631 points for Makar and 1,606 for Josi. 

Even though I had Makar No. 1 on my ballot, it was tough not to feel for 
Josi. One of the closest tallies in years. 

• Bunting and his whole family were on Cloud 9. Didn’t hesitate to fly 
down for the ceremony. They have a right to be proud. 

"Pretty cool moment. If someone said to me a year ago that I'd be 
standing here, I wouldn't believe it. So, I think that makes it a little more 
special," Bunting told me Tuesday night. 

"To make it to the NHL, I played lot of American League games and the 
ECHL, so it's been a grind. But it's been a lot of fun along the way, and 
I've learned a lot along the way." 

Any reluctance to show up in person and return to Tampa, the city that 
eliminated you? 

"No hesitation. The second I got the invite, I was coming 100 per cent. 
Just the experience. It doesn’t matter if I win or lose. It’s pretty cool," 
Bunting replied. 

"It's a little bittersweet that we're here, and I'm just really excited to play 
next year. I got my first year under my belt with Toronto, and I just can't 
wait for more. I'm really looking forward to it." 

• I grabbed Steve Yzerman for his thoughts on Calder winner Moritz 
Seider: "It’s fantastic. He won. He had an outstanding season. Very 
difficult for a 20-year-old defenceman in the NHL. We’re very proud of 
him." 

What excites Yzerman most about Seider? 

"He's a good all-around player. He's got size. He's got skill. He's 
competitive. He's got sense. And he's driven to be a real good player, 
and he's a wonderful young man," the GM replied. "So, excited about 
every part of this game." 

• Igor Shesterkin, deserving Vezina champ: "Incredible feelings." 

• Until Matthews’ win, the Edmonton Oilers had captured five of the past 
six Ted Lindsay awards. 

• Line of the night comes courtesy of host Keenan Thompson, on the 
Tampa Bay Lightning: "They’ve had their two Cups, and now they’re 
going back for their booster Cup." 
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Sportsnet.ca / If Vasilevskiy is back at his super-human level, this Cup 
Final is far from over 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 21, 2022, 6:11 PM 

 

TAMPA — Andrei Vasilevskiy stretched out as wide as humanly possible, 
contorting his body and extending his right pad in a way that makes a 
casual observer feel sympathy pains. 

That extra effort would prove to be invaluable, allowing the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to get their feet underneath them and not get overwhelmed 
after dropping the first two games of the Stanley Cup Final to the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

When Avalanche forward J.T. Compher saw the juicy rebound bounce 
out in his direction, you can be sure he thought this was going to be an 
easy tap-in, the kind of goal that was going to provide an early spark and 
a way to silence the crowd. 

Instead, it was a jaw-dropping save and a sign that Vasilevskiy was 
locked in and ready to bounce back after allowing an astounding seven 
goals in the Game 2 blowout loss. 

“In that moment, I forget what the score in the game was when that play 
happened, but it’s almost one of those plays where you think, it just lands 
on his stick and it’s almost a guaranteed goal,” Lightning winger Alex 
Killorn said on Tuesday. “So momentum-wise, it’s huge for us to get back 
into the game. I think that’s one of the things with Vasy, he’s able to 
make those saves that they almost seem to be goals.” 

Although the Avalanche would still open the scoring in Game 3, it was 
the only time they held the lead in the game — a 6-2 win for the home 
side — and there’s no doubt Vasilevskiy getting back to a super-human 
level was one of the main reasons the Lightning were able to pick 
themselves up off the mat and trim the series deficit to 2-1 heading into 
Wednesday’s game (8:17 p.m. ET, Sportsnet). 

Vasilevskiy’s bounce-back ability is the stuff of legend, a reputation built 
on hard work and sheer determination. 

He’s the best money goalie on the planet and he wasn’t about to let his 
team fall behind 0-3. 

“You can learn a lot from him and his mental toughness. He's always 
there,” said Lightning defenceman Mikhail Sergachev. “It's not like he's 
taking a night off. He's always there, he's always making those crazy 
saves and sometimes we play bad for him, but we're trying to be like him. 
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“We're trying to show up every night, so that he's happy. We're trying to 
keep him happy. But really, he's the mentally toughest guy I've ever met.” 

That mental fortitude is part of the reason Lightning head coach Jon 
Cooper chose to leave Vasilevskiy in the game on Saturday night for the 
third period, despite his team trailing 5-0 after 40 minutes. 

Although Cooper has said several times this series that he simply doesn’t 
like pulling Vasilevskiy under almost any circumstances, this seemed like 
an opportunity to put backup Brian Elliott in for the third period. 

Cooper didn't consider pulling Vasilevskiy: 'He’s the best goalie in the 
world' 

Not as a punishment, but as a way for Vasilevskiy to get a head start on 
the resetting process, knowing full well that he needed to be at his 
sharpest in Game 4. 

As it turns out, Cooper knew what his goalie needed more than the 
armchair coaches, including yours truly — who was in the pull 
Vasilevskiy camp. 

Cooper has been around Vasilevskiy long enough to know that he wasn’t 
going to be discouraged by the two additional goals from Cale Makar that 
beat him during the third period, even if his body language and the 
slumping of his shoulders might have suggested otherwise. 

The truth was that Vasilevskiy still prevented the Avalanche from hitting 
double digits with a few highlight-reel saves, including the glove stop to 
rob Valeri Nichushkin of securing a hat trick. 

Having to sit on a seven-spot between games isn’t an easy hurdle to 
overcome, but that’s something Vasilevskiy has gotten better at over the 
course of his eight-year NHL career. 

“His mental growth has been phenomenal over the last six-to-seven 
years. I think that type of loss (in Game 2) in 2014 or ’15, the losses are 
painful, but that would’ve stuck with him longer,” said Cooper. “That’s 
what makes the good ones great. 

"The goalie, he’s the last line of defence. Any time a goal goes in, 
everybody’s looking at him. And to be able to have that ability to turn the 
page, (it’s) different because you have two days to turn the page, but 
when a goal goes in, you have to turn the page in 10 seconds, when the 
puck drops. That, I think has been the gift of him that’s made him great, 
the ability to turn the page.” 

The Lightning, along with Vasilevskiy, did an excellent job of turning the 
page after the lopsided blowout loss and now we’re on the verge of 
finding out if the two-time defending champions can even the series or if 
they’ll be facing elimination on Friday night as the series shifts back to 
Denver. 

Vasilevskiy is going to need to play at an elite level as the series 
resumes, given how the Avalanche have responded to losses previously 
with outstanding efforts in Games 3 and 6 of their second-round series 
with the St. Louis Blues. 

“Yeah, we’ve just got to keep peppering him,” said Avalanche 
defenceman Devon Toews. “We feel like if we put enough chances on 
him that we'll get our opportunities to score and we feel like we're getting 
into good areas to score right now. 

“He's a big goalie. He's very athletic. And that's why he's one of the best 
in the world right now. And it's a challenge every night to try to get pucks 
past him. We’ve just got to hit our targets.” 

Lightning forward Nick Paul had ample experience playing against 
Vasilevskiy prior to being acquired from the Ottawa Senators at the NHL 
trade deadline but he’s been impressed by witnessing how the goalie 
operates on a daily basis. 

“He’s always dialed in. I think that’s what makes him such a good goalie,” 
said Paul, who delivered the game-winner in Game 3 despite battling 
through a lower-body issue. “No days off for him. He’s always focused. 
He’s taking everything serious. Then, when game time comes, you guys 
see it. 

“Whenever there’s a big save that needs to be made, he makes it. He’s 
just unbelievable. He’s the best goalie out there. You can tell with his 

routines and how he takes care of himself every single day that there’s a 
reason why he’s the best.” 

Vasilevskiy’s ability to steal games is something the Lightning have 
leaned on numerous times, especially during the past several seasons 
during their runs to the Stanley Cup final. 

They know how valuable he is to their success and they never take him 
for granted. 

“It certainly gives us confidence back there. He's a special player that 
doesn't come around very often,” said Lightning defenceman Zach 
Bogosian. “So we're obviously very fortunate to have him and he's been 
the backbone of this organization for as long as he's been here. It's 
impressive to see.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What if the NHL awards were handed out for the playoffs? 

 

Paul D. Grant@RealPDGrant 

June 21, 2022, 9:56 AM 

 

The annual NHL awards, which will be handed out in a ceremony on 
Tuesday that can be seen on Sportsnet (7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT), are 
earned for stellar performances during the regular season. But what if 
they instead were handed out strictly for the Stanley Cup Playoffs, like 
the Conn Smythe? 

Who would the odds-on favourites be to get the hardware for top goalie, 
top defenceman, top defensive forward, top coach, top rookie, etc., for 
this year's post-season? Luckily, we have a list. 

Vezina Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Jacob Markstrom, Flames; Juuse Saros, Predators; 
Igor Shesterkin, Rangers 

2022 playoffs winner: Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hard to ignore Games 1 and 2 of the Cup Final, sure, but there's no 
ignoring what the best goalie in the game has done for the Lightning in 
these playoffs. Frankly, a week ago Vasilevskiy was the runaway 
candidate, far ahead of No. 2 Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers, but that 
distance has narrowed since. Nonetheless, outside the thin air of Denver, 
there's no other goalie you'd want with games on the line. His stats are 
good, but the best part is: the dude knows how to win. All he did in the 
second round against the most potent offence in the league was allow 
three goals in four games, expediting a surprising sweep and reasserting 
his presence with authority. If the Lightning rally to beat the Avalanche to 
win the Stanley Cup, you've got to think Vasilevskiy would become the 
first goalie to win consecutive Conn Smythes since the Flyers' Bernie 
Parent won his second straight in 1975. 

James Norris Memorial Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Victor Hedman, Lightning; Cale Makar, Avalanche; 
Roman Josi, Predators 

2022 playoffs winner: Cale Makar, Avalanche 

As Sportsnet's Justin Bourne expertly broke it down, Makar is having a 
Conn Smythe-level post-season. His puck control, his game control, his 
vision of the ice are unmatched by anyone in the playoffs, let alone by 
any other defenceman. And the guy is only 23. You could certainly make 
the argument that Tampa's Hedman should be considered here as well, 
as the former Norris winner has continued his stellar and solid play on 
the blueline for the defending champs. But he's not setting the tempo in 
the playoffs like Makar is, who can dish the killer cross-ice pass from his 
own end to create a great scoring chance or rush all the way up the ice to 
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create a great scoring chance for himself. His breakout performance in 
Game 2 of the Cup Final was something to behold. 

Frank J. Selke Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Aleksander Barkov, Panthers; Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 
(winner); Elias Lindholm, Flames 

2022 playoffs winner: Anthony Cirelli, Lightning 

Defensive blanket Cirelli played a large part in limiting the damage by 
Toronto's Auston Matthews in the first round, completely shut down 
Florida's Jonathan Huberdeau in the second round and, after an initial 
hiccup, contained New York's Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider in the 
third round. Against the Maple Leafs and the Rangers especially, Cirelli 
and linemates Brandon Hagel and Alex Killorn figured out how to adjust 
on the fly, repeatedly battling back to restrict the potent offence of their 
opponents. Zibanejad and Kreider had zero points in the last two games 
of the Eastern Conference Final because of the Cirelli line's prowess. 
The Lightning relied more on shutdown than the Avalanche did to 
advance, and Cirelli's trio has done relatively well against Nathan 
MacKinnon and Co., believe it or not. 

Jack Adams Award 

2021-22 finalists: Andrew Brunette, Panthers; Gerard Gallant, Rangers; 
Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames (winner) 

2022 playoffs winner: Jon Cooper, Lightning 

Seriously, it's a crime this guy hasn't won the Jack Adams. We're here to 
change that. No coach has consistently been able to get the most out of 
his team through three trying seasons and post-seasons than Cooper. 
He's sharp, he's tactical, he's decent with the media, he has no problem 
pulling a guy from an intermission interview. He's a perfect blend of new 
school and old school, with schooling-the-opposition results. One of the 
main reasons you can't count out the Lightning in the finals is because 
Cooper is behind the bench. 

Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Zdeno Chara, Islanders; Kevin Hayes, Flyers; Carey 
Price, Canadiens (winner) 

2022 playoffs winner: Nazem Kadri, Colorado Avalanche 

This award is typically given out to the player who fights through big, off-
ice issues during the regular season. We're not here to discount the 
struggles the real finalists had this year, and this won't be a popular pick, 
but when it comes to the playoffs, fewer players pushed through off-ice 
challenges and turmoil better than Kadri, who scored a hat trick against 
the Blues after receiving death threats for crashing into and sidelining St. 
Louis No. 1 goalie Jordan Binnington in the third round. 

Calder Memorial Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Michael Bunting, Maple Leafs; Moritz Seider, Red 
Wings; Trevor Zegras, Ducks 

2022 playoffs winner: Bowen Byram, Colorado Avalanche 

Byram could qualify for the Masterton as well, after struggling with post-
concussion system for most of the season. But he appears to have his 
game back, playing around 18 minutes a game, averaging a point every 
other game and staying on the healthy side of the plus/minus ledger. 
Because of the superstar pairing of Cale Makar and Devon Toews, the 
Avs depth on D doesn't get enough props, but you can't win without solid 
defensive corps, and Byram has proved he's got the chops in his baptism 
by ice. 

Lady Byng Memorial Trophy 

2021-22 finalists: Kyle Connor, Jets (winner); Jaccob Salvin, Hurricanes; 
Jared Spurgeon, Wild 

2022 playoffs winner: Just kidding. Who wants to win the Lady Byng of 
the playoffs? 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.22.2022 

1203846 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews sweeps MVP 
awards after 60-goal season 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews took a major leap during 
the NHL’s regular season, picking up the league’s first 60-goal season in 
10 years. 

Tuesday night, he picked up his first Hart Trophy (writers vote) as 2022 
MVP, plus the Ted Lindsay Award (players vote) as most outstanding 
player. 

Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid, last year’s winner, and New 
York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin were the other finalists. 

Matthews had 41 goals in 52 games in the coronavirus-shortened 2020-
21 season, finishing second in Hart voting. After offseason wrist surgery, 
he had 60 goals in 73 games in 2021-22 as the Maple Leafs finished with 
a franchise-best 115 points. 

Matthews, the second American to win the Hart after Patrick Kane, also 
set career highs in assists (46) and points (106). He led the league in 
even-strength goals for the third year in a row. 

Other awards winners announced on Tuesday's awards show: 

Vezina Trophy (goaltender): Shesterkin. His .935 save percentage and 
2.07 save percentage were tops among starting goaltenders. He had 36 
wins. 

Norris Trophy (defenseman): Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche. Makar 
set franchise records for defensemen with 28 goals and 86 points. He 
edged the Nashville Predators' Roman Josi 1,631-1,606 in the voting 
totals. 

Calder Trophy (rookie): Detroit Red Wings defenseman Moritz Seider. He 
led rookie defensemen with 50 points and led all rookies with 43 assists 
and 23:02 in average ice time. 

All-Star and All-Rookie teams announced 

First All-Star team: G Shesterkin, Rangers. Ds Makar, Avalanche; Josi, 
Predators. C Matthews, Maple Leafs. LW Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary 
Flames. RW Mitch Marner, Maple Leafs 

Second All-Star team: G Jacob Markstrom, Flames. Ds Victor Hedman, 
Tampa Bay Lightning; Charlie McAvoy, Bruins. C McDavid, Oilers. LW 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida Panthers. RW Matthew Tkachuk, Flames. 

All-Rookie team: G Jeremy Swayman, Boston Bruins. Ds Seider, Red 
Wings; Alexandre Carrier, Predators. Fs Trevor Zegras, Anaheim; 
Michael Bunting, Maple Leafs; Lucas Raymond, Red Wings. 

General manager of the year finalists 

The Tampa Bay Lightning's Julien BriseBois, New York Rangers' Chris 
Drury and Colorado Avalanche's Joe Sakic, whose teams reached the 
conference finals, were named the finalists for the Jim Gregory General 
Manager of the Year Award.  

The winner will be announced the July 7-8 NHL draft. 
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