
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 23, 2022 

 

 
 

 

Season In Review: The Defensemen 

A look back at the 10 different skaters that played at least 
one game on the blue line for the Canes this season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After taking a look back at the 19 different 
forwards that played for the Carolina Hurricanes this season, 
it's now time to take a look at the group on defense. 

Of course, as a unit, we'd be remiss if we didn't start by 
mentioning that the group played a key role in the team 
allowing a league-low 200 goals against this season. Part of 
what held that number so low was a strong defensive 
structure, one that allowed just 28.2 shots against per night. 

The crew also amassed 673 takeaways, fourth-most in the 
NHL. 

Ethan Bear  

Regular Season Totals: 58 Games Played, 5 Goals, 9 
Assists, 14 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

Bear's first year as a member of the club got off to a flying 
start, impressing on the top pair while playing alongside 
Jaccob Slavin. 

Then, after 16 games, the newcomer unfortunately became 
the first player to contract COVID-19 this season, sidelining 
him for 10 days. His game never got back to where it was 
when he returned.  

His absence allowed Tony DeAngelo to slide up beside 
Slavin, something that would stick for the remainder of the 
entire season, and Brendan Smith was also finally able to 
enter the lineup and showcase his skills as a result. 

When Bear was able to get back into the lineup, some issues 
then relegated him to the role of the healthy extra on the blue 
line. He'd then miss some time due to a lower-body injury 
from March into April and when the playoffs rolled around, he 
was the odd man out once again. 

Jalen Chatfield 

Regular Season Totals: 16 Games Played, 0 Goals, 3 
Assists, 3 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

Another individual who got the chance to draw in when Bear 
was in COVID Protocol was Jalen Chatfield. 

The Canes had their seven defensemen from their opening 
night roster, but Chatfield emerged as the first call-up when 
Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce followed Bear onto the 
inactive list. Signed in the offseason as a free agent, the 26-
year-old didn't look out of place at all, providing steady 
defense and putting his strong foot speed to use for a seven-
game stint. When the regulars returned to full health #64 was 
sent back to Chicago, but just over a month later he was 
rewarded with a two-year contract extension. 

Management took notice of Chatfield proving he could hang 
and is now viewed as someone who will compete for a spot 
in the lineup full-time on the right side during September's 
training camp. 

Ian Cole  

Regular Season Totals: 75 Games Played, 2 Goals, 17 
Assists, 19 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 1 Assist, 2 Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

One of the front office's plans of attack for the 2021-22 
campaign was getting players that 'had been there before', 
aiming to get their team over the hump of the second round 
of postseason play. 

While unfortunately that wouldn't be the case at the end of 
the day, Cole provided experience and an element of grit to 
the club by way of the third defensive pair. He was a 
welcomed veteran presence, scoring a memorable game-
winning goal in Game One, Round Two against New York in 
overtime. 

Cole also led the team in blocked shots per 60 minutes, 
finishing with an average of 4.85 and paced the defense with 
his 110 hits. 

Tony DeAngelo 

Regular Season Totals: 64 Games Played, 10 Goals, 41 
Assists, 51 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 9 Assists, 10 
Points 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

Speaking of offseason agendas, perhaps the biggest task for 
the team entering this past season was finding a 
replacement for Dougie Hamilton, who had been superb 
before electing to sign with New Jersey in free agency. 

Enter DeAngelo, who came to Carolina on a one-year "show 
me" contract, after being cut from the Rangers early in the 
2020-21 campaign. It turned out to be a winning gamble for 
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the Canes, as the right-handed defender went on to lead all 
team defensemen in all three scoring categories. Beyond 
that, he displayed that he was capable of being an 
exceptional power play quarterback and was well-liked within 
the team's locker room. 

With crisp passing abilities to boot, whether Carolina can find 
a way to financially make a severely increased deal for 
DeAngelo work may be the biggest question overall entering 
this offseason. 

Joey Keane 

Regular Season Totals: 1 Game Played, 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 
0 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

In his second full season as a Canes prospect, Keane's 
game grew to a new level with the Chicago Wolves (AHL). 
Producing 33 points in 62 regular season games, Keane and 
Chatfield became a one-two punch on the right side for the 
Canes' affiliate that could go toe-to-toe with any other team 
in the American Hockey League. 

Still just 22 years old, Keane remains another up and coming 
piece for the organization, playing in a game with the big club 
for a second consecutive year in January. 

While he too is a pending restricted free agent, four of the 
seven regulars from the Canes defensive core this year are 
also, which makes this a potential offseason of opportunity 
for the young man from Chicago. 

Max Lajoie 

Regular Season Totals: 5 Games Played, 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 
0 Points 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

After getting an initial opportunity to play in a pair of games 
with the Canes during the 2021 postseason, Lajoie was 
called upon again when Bear, DeAngelo and Pesce were all 
on the COVID-19 Protocol list. 

The smooth skating 24-year-old filled in for five games 
between November 30 and December 12, before returning to 
Chicago and playing an important role on the left side of their 
defense. 

Brett Pesce  

Regular Season Totals: 70 Games Played, 7 Goals, 21 
Assists, 28 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 2 Assists, 3 Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

Playing alongside Brady Skjei for almost all 82 games, the 
duo provided a stable, solid second pairing for the team once 
again. 

Entering the season there were questions as to whether we'd 
see more of Pesce's offensive side, quarterbacking the 

second power play unit for a brief period of time. It turned out 
that the stint would not last long, although he would make 
appearances again in the role when injuries arose over the 
course of the season. 

But just because that spot didn't come to fruition for 22 
doesn't meant that it was an unsuccessful season, as there's 
still plenty of value being able to be a consistent piece to the 
puzzle night in and night out on the blue line. 

Brady Skjei  

Regular Season Totals: 82 Games Played, 9 Goals, 30 
Assists, 39 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 2 Assists, 3 Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2023-24 
season 

To this day some say that 2022 is the Year of Brady Skjei. 

After a routine start to the season, the 28-year-old's uptick in 
offensive performance came with the turn of the calendar 
year, starting with two goals in the team's unthinkable 
comeback on New Year's Day. In fact, from January 1 to 
March 1, no defenseman in the NHL had more than the six 
goals Skjei was able to produce. 

In total, #76 finished with nine goals, a new career-high en 
route to matching his career-high in points (39). All nine of 
the goals came at even strength, the most by any defender 
on the club. 

Jaccob Slavin 

Regular Season Totals: 79 Games Played, 4 Goals, 38 
Assists, 42 Points 

Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 2 Goals, 6 Assists, 8 
Points 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2024-25 
season 

It's easy to say this this year was business as usual for 
Slavin, but the truth is that what he accomplished this year 
may have been his most impressive campaign to date. 

As mentioned above, he started the year playing with a new 
partner in Bear. Then that changed to DeAngelo, another 
fresh face alongside him. Despite the changes, having to 
establish familiarity with both of them and accounting for the 
offensive-minded prowess of both, Slavin finished with a 
career-high 42 points. 

When it comes to defending, the primary objective of a 
defenseman, there are few, if any better in the National 
Hockey League than the Canes alternate captain. Leading 
the team in time on ice (23:32), Slavin also led the unit in 
blocks (121) and takeaways (74). 

He also played 255:00 when the Canes were shorthanded, 
trailing only Andrew Peeke of Columbus league-wide in that 
category. 

Brendan Smith 

Regular Season Totals: 45 Games Played, 4 Goals, 4 
Assists, 8 Points 
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Playoff Totals: 14 Games Played, 1 Goal, 3 Assists, 4 Points 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Like Cole, Smith was inked during the offseason as a 
veteran piece with playoff experience and an element of 
toughness to his game. 

Starting the year as the seventh defenseman, that toughness 
played a role in Smith going from the odd man out to playing 
in all 14 games for the club during the postseason. 

When reflecting on his year, it's hard not to first think about 
the scary situation that transpired after #7 sold out to block a 

shot in Pittsburgh during the month of February. The Danton 
Heinen attempt evaded Smith's helmet and hit him directly in 
the skull, fracturing it as a result. Smith admitted later that it 
took about a month for his hearing to return in both ears but 
after only being out of the lineup four weeks, he was back. 
Days later he was fighting Tom Wilson, one of the toughest 
customers in the game. 

While above all it's most important that Smith wound up 
being okay from his injury, his desire to return ASAP and try 
to help the team seemed to go a long way within the locker 
room.

 

 

 

About Last Season: Nino Niederreiter 

Despite being on the third line for most of the season, Nino 
Niederreiter once again proved why he is a key piece to the 
Hurricanes forward group.  

By Cody Hagan  

Nino Niederreiter 2021-2022 By The Numbers 

Age: 29 

NHL Seasons: 10 

Scoring: 24 goals, 20 assists, 44 points in 75 games 

Playoff Scoring: 4 goals, 1 assist, 5 points in 14 games 

Advanced Statistics: 60.04 CF%, 58.91 SCF%, 62.36 xGF%, 
67.26 GF% 

Average TOI: 13:22 ES, 1:28 PP, 0:00 SH 

Contract Status: Pending UFA 

When you think about the consistent forwards for the 
Carolina Hurricanes game in and game out you likely think 
Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho for polar opposite reasons. 
Some would rightfully throw in Teuvo Teravianen to that 
conversation but many would overlook one of the most 
important pieces of the Rod Brind’Amour era. Nino 
Niederreiter has been as consistent as they come for the 
Hurricanes and he has become a major force for Carolina as 
they went from ten-year playoff-drought to perennial 
contender.  

2021-2022 was another perfect example of that for 
Niederreiter. He put up 44 points while almost entirely 
playing on the third line with Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast 
and averaging just over 13 minutes per game . He was the 
offense force on a defensive line that was tasked night in and 
night out with shutting down the top talents of the opposition. 
Some would see that as a major demotion from when 
Niederreiter first got to Carolina and was part of the Aho-
Teravainen-Niederreiter top line that lead the Hurricanes to 

the Eastern Conference Finals in 2018-19, but Niederreiter 
would never complain. He thrives in any role he’s been 
asked to play and his line with Staal and Fast easily stole 
multiple games for Carolina this year.  

Niederreiter is a combination of part-sniper, part-power 
forward, and part-grinder who finds a way to get to the dirty 
areas and win battles. Always finding himself in the right 
place at the right time like in this play:  

His willingness to go to the front of the net allows him to get 
a rebound on his original scoring chance and then score. 
This play is also a perfect of example of how the Fast-Staal-
Niederreiter could beat you. Grinding away at the opposing 
team and capitalizing when they could.  

2021-22 marked the 6th time in his career that Niederreiter 
scored at least 20 goals and his 24 goals ranked third on the 
Hurricanes this season. It’s also interesting to know in his 
Hurricanes career he actually has more goals than assists at 
69-68. A big part of the reasoning behind this is because he 
has no problem putting pucks on net. This goal in the second 
round of the playoffs is a good example. A simply puck on 
net goes in because he wasn’t afraid to just shoot:  

Now for all the good that Niederreiter brings the one area he 
does not contribute to is the penalty kill. He did not play any 
this season on the PK and since his arrival in Carolina he 
has played a grand total of 4:52 on the PK. It’s a unique 
situation for a guy who is tasked with playing on a shut down 
line all season with one of the NHL’s best defensive forwards 
in Staal.  

Likely the biggest issue with Niederreiter is his 
disappearances in the playoffs. Despite all of his success in 
the regular season, in 43 playoff games with Carolina he has 
just 12 total points with five of those coming this year. This is 
not a Niederreiter-only problem as we know. The entire team 
seems to shut down come playoff time, but when your third 
leading goal scorer goes down the drain when it matters 
most, it’s hard to overcome that.  
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The big question for Niederreiter now is what comes next? 
He’s a pending unrestricted free agent likely with an 
opportunity to sign his last large contract. Will that be in 
Carolina or will he out price himself for what the Canes can 
afford?  

As our staff and many fans can tell you, re-signing 
Niederreiter should be a priority for the Canes. He brings the 
Fuel and the Fire to every game and there would be a major 
hole in the lineup if he leaves.

 

 

 

Kochetkov, Wolves seize series lead 

Kochetkov blanks Thunderbirds while Panik triggers the 
offense again  

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov rejected all 36 shots he 
faced to lead the Chicago Wolves to a 4-0 victory over the 
Springfield Thunderbirds Wednesday night in Game 3 of the 
Calder Cup Finals at sold-out MassMutual Center. 

Forwards Richard Panik, Ivan Lodnia and Stefan Noesen 
and defenseman Jalen Chatfield scored goals for the Wolves 
(12-4), who claimed a 2-1 lead in the best-of-7 series 
heading into Game 4 at 6 p.m. Friday. 

Josh Leivo earned two primary assists to push his AHL-
leading point total to 26 in 16 games while Jack Drury also 
posted two assists and Chicago’s penalty-kill units defused 
five Springfield power plays. 

“It was kind of a perfect playoff road win, in our opinion,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We did all the little 
things right. That was something we had been preaching 
after Game 2. That was over and done with and we needed 
to move forward. Guys did a good job. I think we played 
exactly how we want to play, really.” 

For the 10th game in a row, the Wolves delivered the 
opening goal as Panik produced his third goal in as many 
Finals games with a power-play tally at 14:50. 

Drury battled in the left corner to win the puck and tap it 
behind the Springfield net to Leivo, who centered it to Panik 
in the slot. The pass banked off Panik’s skate, but bounced 
off a Springfield defenseman’s skate right back to Panik for a 
quick poke that gave goaltender Charlie Lindgren no time to 
make a play. 

The Wolves pushed their advantage to 2-0 on Lodnia’s one-
timer at 6:25 of the second. One minute after having his 
blistering slap shot robbed by Lindgren, Lodnia returned to 
the same spot near the left faceoff dot. Center Vasili 
Ponomarev slid a pass to Lodnia from the right circle and the 
rookie forward beat Lindgren’s glove for his fourth goal in 
nine postseason games. 

Chatfield joined the scoring parade at 14:36 of the second. 
Leivo collected Max Lajoie’s breakout pass in the neutral 
zone and tried to feed it ahead to David Gust, but the pass 
was knocked back to him. Leivo spied Chatfield flying 
through the neutral zone and his pass caught the 
defenseman in stride. Chatfield found space between three 
Thunderbirds and fired a wrister into the top corner for a 3-0 
lead. 

Springfield (11-5) removed Lindgren with more than three 
minutes left in an effort to trigger a rally, but Noesen took 
advantage with an empty-net tally on the power play at 16:56 
to make it 4-0. 

Kochetkov improved his postseason record to 4-1 with a 1.59 
goals-against average. Lindgren (5-2) posted 30 saves in the 
loss. 

The Wolves and Thunderbirds return to the MassMutual 
Center ice for Game 4 at 6 p.m. Friday. If Chicago does not 
sweep the next two games, then the Wolves are slated to 
host Game 6 on Tuesday, June 28, and, if necessary, Game 
7 on Wednesday, June 29. To find the best tickets, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/season-in-review-the-defensemen/c-334679502 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/22/23168661/about-last-season-nino-niederreiter-performance-review-and-grade-2021-2022-carolina-
hurricanes 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/22/kochetkov-wolves-seize-series-lead/ 
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How do NHL analytics measure player and team value? Explaining the 
key advanced stats 

 

Charlie O'Connor, Shayna Goldman 

27-34 minutes 22/06/2022 

 

Sports analysis is always evolving, and data plays a key role in that. It 
details aspects of the game that our eyes can’t always catch in real time, 
or provides concrete information to support what we see, what we don’t 
see at the time, or counteract our biases. 

Data is a tool — one to be used in tandem with the eye test. But having 
this information is only so useful without an understanding of what is 
being measured, when to use it, and how to apply it in analysis. 

That’s why we’re here to help. A few years ago, Charlie created two 
primers on hockey analytics that are still incredibly helpful today (Part 1 
and Part 2). But we’re looking to build on that with a new edition. 

Then, early next week we’re going to answer your questions in an 
“analytics mailbag” similar to the excellent work Lindsey Adler and Eno 
Sarris did for baseball. 

So, let’s dive right in on some key concepts and models, what they 
mean, and how to use them. 

A quick refresher on key terms 

Corsi: At its core, Corsi is just plus/minus for shot attempts that occur — 
blocked shots, missed shots, and shots on goal (including goals). Goals 
are relatively infrequent events, and a team can often win the goal battle 
in a game without possessing the puck more than an opponent or 
outshooting them. Corsi, by tabulating every shot attempt (and not just 
the ones that lead to goals), does a much better job of evaluating which 
team controlled play in a given game. 

Few use raw Corsi metrics anymore. For starters, it’s a far superior stat 
when presented in percentage form (Corsi For Percentage). And second, 
Corsi assumes that all shot attempts are of equal quality. Obviously, 
that’s not the case, so to account for differences in shot quality, other 
metrics must be used. 

Fenwick: Similar to Corsi, but stripping blocked shots out of the equation, 
leaving only unblocked shots (missed shots and shots on goal). Few cite 
Fenwick much anymore, but it’s still worth knowing, in large part because 
it forms the heart of the widely-cited Expected Goals metric. 

Expected goals: Not all shots are created equally and expected goals 
help account for that, which is why it can be used as a proxy for shot 
quality. Essentially, expected goal models assign a value to shot 
attempts based on the likelihood of that shot resulting in a goal. The 
basic factors in most models feature shot type, location, distance, and 
angle. Game state is also a key factor. But each model differs and it’s 
important to understand what is or isn’t featured in each when using it in 
analysis. 

In the public sphere, all models are based on data from the NHL and 
since blocked shots are noted from the location of the block, not the shot, 
expected goal models assign a value to every unblocked shot attempt. 
Without public data for pre-shot movement or even an actual record of 
rebound shots, each builder has to calculate their own method of tracking 
pre-shot movement, so rebounds and second-chance efforts, along with 
rush chances, can be weighed. 

Four “core” models in the public sphere are those of Evolving-Hockey, 
HockeyViz, MoneyPuck, and Natural Stat Trick, and each one has some 
unique differences in their methodologies that can explain why the results 
may slightly vary. How shooting talent is handled is one of those 
differences. These resources all offer expected goal data, but 
MoneyPuck offers an adjustment for it and HockeyViz allows it to be 
shown after the expected goal value is calculated. 

Models developed by private companies, on the other hand, may feature 
pre-shot movement, including whether a shot was generated off the rush 
or the cycle, or the passing that preceded the shot. 

Like Corsi and Fenwick, expected goals can be presented in a few ways. 
It can be shown individually, to represent the number of goals a player is 
expected to have based on the quality of their shots — whether as a raw 
number or rate. It’s also used as an on-ice metric, whether as a rate for 
or against, a percentage, or differential. Plus, it can be applied to 
goaltenders as well. 

Score adjusted: Attentive hockey fans likely notice that when a team is 
trailing in a game by a significant number of goals, they tend to outshoot 
the opposition. Why does this often happen? Multiple reasons: trailing 
teams take more risks, leading teams play it a bit safer, and trailing clubs 
might simply have more urgency. As a result, sometimes the raw Corsi 
battle in a 6-1 game can look relatively even, despite the fact that when 
the game was close, the team that won clearly dominated play. So how 
does a conscientious analyst go about accounting for this? 

By score-adjusting metrics like Corsi, Fenwick or xG, of course. 
Essentially, score adjustment takes into account the average shot and 
xG results in each score state, and controls for it. So if, for example, 
teams with three-goal leads on average collect just 43 percent of the 
shots and expected goals, 43 percent would become the new baseline 
expectation for that score state, and the stats would be adjusted 
accordingly. It’s not throwing out data entirely, which is never a good 
idea. It’s simply putting it into its proper context, making for stronger data 
all around. 

“Per 60” Metrics: Raw totals lack context and per 60 stats can account for 
that by weighing ice time. It can make more sense to use raw totals over 
small samples, like single games or a stretch of a few. But over extended 
periods of time, applying the metric per 60 minutes of play helps even the 
playing field. It can be applied to most metrics. The formula is simply 
(Statistic/ice time) * 60. 

Johnny Gaudreau led the league in the regular season with 4.53 points 
per 60 in all situations — that’s how many points he scored, on average, 
every 60 minutes he was on the ice. A player having impressive results in 
a short amount of time — like Andrew Copp’s 3.97 points per 60 post-
deadline with the Rangers that puts him 12th among all skaters in 2021-
22 — can inflate their scoring rate. The context to consider there is that 
16 games played, and the takeaway could be what an encouraging start 
he got off to on the scoresheet with his new club versus him being 
among the elite scorers in the league. 
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This applies to on-ice metrics as well. Seeing that Patrice Bergeron was 
on the ice for 599 shot attempts against at five-on-five doesn’t account 
for how many games he did or didn’t play, or his playing time within those 
tilts. Weighing his ice time shows that the Bruins conceded a rate of 
39.78 shot attempts against per 60 while he was deployed, which is the 
best in the league among skaters with at least 100 minutes played. Add 
in the context of his usage and workload, and it makes it all the more 
impressive now that all skaters are on the same scale. 

For Percentage: Differentials from raw totals may be used on a single-
game basis. Otherwise, most numbers — Corsi, Fenwick, expected 
goals, and actual scoring — are converted into per 60 rates or 
percentages. Generally, anything above 50 percent is considered to be 
positive because a team (or player) is breaking even in a certain metric, 
generating more than they allow. 

Let’s stick with Bergeron here. With the Selke-winning center on the ice, 
the Bruins created 50.88 expected goals while allowing 22.43 back. In 
total, 73.31 expected goals were generated while Bergeron was on the 
ice, but 69.40 percent were created by Boston. The ice was incredibly 
tilted in the Bruins’ favor while their elite defensive forward was deployed, 
and that held up to lead the league at five-on-five. 

This can be used at the team level as well. In the regular season, across 
all 82 games, the Coyotes only mustered 41 percent of the expected 
goals share at five-on-five to finish last in the league. Not only were they 
out-shot and out-chanced this year, but Arizona’s results were also just 
as bad with a 41 percent goals rate. 

Microstats: The definition of microstats is a bit nebulous, but they’re really 
just stats that help to describe and quantify play-driving ability that are 
not currently tracked by the NHL. Luckily, in the public sphere, we have 
Corey Sznajder — who runs the All Three Zones project — who tracks 
events like offensive zone entries, defensive zone exits, shot assists, and 
zone entry defenses. 

These metrics, for the most part, are more descriptive than predictive. 
They explain what happened, and allow hockey fans to better understand 
the individual skill sets of players and teams. But they don’t necessarily 
showcase whether a player or team is effective — simply that they are 
effective (or ineffective) in one particular aspect of the game. Still, the 
descriptive value is very real, and they can help in theorizing why a 
particular player or team has success, by providing additional information 
regarding the way in which they play. 

Player value models in the public sphere 

Goals Above Replacement 

At its core, Goals Above Replacement at the NHL level is a value metric. 
It’s trying to quantify the value of a single player towards the success of 
his team towards goals and in turn, wins. That’s what every fan and 
general manager does when trying to determine a rough ranking of the 
best players in hockey, and which players would be most intelligent to 
acquire. 

GAR just standardizes that process and gives each player a single-digit 
number that measures his value over a given length of time. 

Goals Above Replacement (or Wins Above Replacement) statistical 
models got their popular start in baseball. But it’s the basketball models 
that serve as the best apples-to-apples comparison to hockey GAR 
models, such as Evolving-Hockey’s popular one in the public sphere 
(which will be the primary focus here — check out their three-part 
explainer if you’re looking for a more technical breakdown of it). That’s 
because, like hockey, basketball includes two different kinds of events: 

Events that a player directly produces (goals, assists, 
turnovers/takeaways, fouls/penalties) 

Events that occur while a player is actively playing that they don’t 
necessarily personally create, but help to facilitate by their presence on 
the court (or ice) 

So the goal becomes to credit a player for both what he directly does, 
and also what happens on his watch that he helps to occur due to actions 
that are a bit more subtle (and also not tracked by the league), like off-
puck positioning or breakout passes that don’t lead directly to goals, 
which directly impacts the play of his teammates. How does an individual 

person know the proper weight to give to each individual action, each 
individual category? The truth is, even the most experienced hockey 
expert probably can’t, particularly for over 600 players at once. 

This is where statistical models like GAR come in. Using regression 
techniques and machine learning, a model like GAR can determine which 
events lead most to positive on-ice outcomes — such as goals and wins. 
Then, the model weighs each event accordingly, standardizing it across 
all players at a given position. The single number the model then spits 
out? A player’s Goals Above Replacement value, meaning how many 
extra goals (in terms of goal differential) said player contributed to his 
club above replacement level (for skaters, replacement level is the 
average performance of all forwards below 13th on a team’s depth chart 
and defensemen below seventh). The higher the number, the “better” the 
player. 

Evolving-Hockey’s GAR model breaks out individual contributions into 
distinct categories — six for skaters and four for goalies — and the final 
GAR number is a combination of all of them. Luckily, they’re pretty 
intuitive for even casual hockey fans. 

Even-strength offense (not applicable for goalies) 

Even-strength defense 

Power-play offense (not applicable for goalies) 

Short-handed defense 

Penalties taken 

Penalties drawn 

So, what events (the inputs) comprise each category? It’s about what you 
would think. Even-strength offense accounts for a player’s impact on their 
teammates’ goal production rates and their shot creation rates, the goals 
they themselves scored, the assists they produced, among numerous 
other metrics. Even-strength defense is built on their impact on their 
teammates’ chance suppression rates (as measured by their expected 
goal model), but also more traditional events like blocks and hits. The 
puzzle pieces that put together WAR metrics really aren’t that 
complicated — they’re mostly statistics and concepts that every hockey 
fan would agree are important. The complicated part is simply in how 
they’re all combined into one, catch-all metric. 

The biggest strength of Goals Above Replacement is simple — it 
provides an objective, fair framework with which to rank players. Now, 
that doesn’t mean a GAR model is necessarily perfect. It’s going to be 
subject to the biases of the components that comprise it, and the 
decisions — both tactical and mathematical — that construct it. But the 
power of GAR comes in its comprehensiveness and consistency. A 
human just isn’t going to be able to rate every single player objectively, 
via the exact same parameters, solely via the eye test. GAR, via 
advanced mathematics, modeling, and — this is key — an understanding 
of hockey and what leads to success by those who constructed the 
model, actually can. 

Now, as noted, that doesn’t mean GAR is perfect. For starters, too much 
is probably made, for example, of the difference between a player with, 
say, a 20.1 GAR in a given season and a 19.7 GAR. Is the 20.1 GAR 
player “better” by the model? Well, not really. We’re talking about tenths 
of a goal here — or even a goal or two — there’s reasonable room for 
debate regarding value. Sure, if one player is at 20 and another 10, the 
former almost certainly had the better year, but acting like one player is 
obviously better than another due to a small gap is foolish. 

There’s also the fact that models like GAR are influenced by ice time and 
minutes played, which can complicate things a bit. Goals Above 
Replacement is an accumulated stat, so the more minutes played, the 
more GAR a player can theoretically generate. In other words, Player A 
could have a higher raw GAR number, but Player B might have actually 
generated more GAR in his minutes — in other words, they played less 
but was more efficient in those minutes. 

For example, Connor McDavid generated 27.9 GAR in 1,765 minutes in 
2021-22. Matthew Tkachuk accumulated 23.8 GAR. So case closed, 
McDavid was better, right? Well, maybe. But it’s worth noting that 
McDavid played in 300 more minutes than Tkachuk, and he actually 
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generate less GAR per 60 minutes (0.950) in his ice time than Tkachuk 
did in his (0.973). 

Does that mean that Tkachuk was better? Not necessarily. It just 
depends on the question one is looking to answer. Raw value is still raw 
value — McDavid contributed more to his team in 2021-22 than Tkachuk 
did to his, even if it took him more minutes to do it. Plus, it opens the door 
for other interesting discussions. Should Tkachuk be playing more 
minutes, or would his performance in those minutes dip due to overuse, 
negating the benefit? By the same token, would McDavid be more 
efficient in the minutes that he played if he was used less, and would that 
increased efficiency be enough to make up the difference in raw value 
added? 

This is why even a model as advanced as Evolving-Hockey’s GAR 
should be used as the starting point of discussion, not the endpoint. 
There’s so much more to analyze than just a single number, even if 
someone has decided to trust in the validity of that number. (Which they 
should, because especially in the public sphere, it’s extremely valuable.) 

To understand Game Score Value Added (GSVA), we first have to step 
back to game score. 

Dom Luszczyszyn developed it back in 2016, based on work done in 
basketball, to measure single game productivity. The one-stat-tells-all 
metric combines numbers all found on an NHL stat sheet, blending more 
traditional metrics with advanced stats. It’s a linear weight model with 
weights for each component. For skaters, that’s: 

Goals: 0.75 

Primary Assists: 0.7 

Secondary Assists: 0.55 

Shots: 0.075 

Blocks: 0.05 

Penalty Differential: 0.15 

Faceoff Differential: 0.01 

 Five-on-Five Corsi Differential: 0.05 

Five-on-Five Goal Differential: 0.15 

A key difference in game score from other models, like GAR, is that this 
works at the player level instead of scaling for team performance. It also 
sets itself apart by using points. The drawback is that on the surface, it 
doesn’t factor key context like quality of teammates and competition, 
zone starts, playing time, and score of the game. Special teams are 
technically accounted for, since Game Score uses points but it’s 
accounted for difference than GAR which uses on ice goals per situation. 

As described in the name, GSVA is based on Game Score. But instead 
of just measuring a single game, or even averaging a player’s game 
score for an entire season, it uses data from a player’s last three 
seasons. The data is weighed by recency and regressed to the mean 
individually, and is adjusted for age. There’s also an adjustment to 
account for quality of teammates and competition. 

Projections are input into the Game Score formula and becomes a wins 
above replacement rate. It can be used for individual players or added 
together to project a team’s collective strength. 

Since its creation, there have been tweaks to the formula — like shifting 
from Corsi to Evolving-Hockey’s expected goal model (changing 
individual shots to expected goal generation, and switching metrics for 
five-on-five on-ice differentials). Plus there’s been work to the model to 
better account for defense — that continued this year to add in short-
handed impact. 

GSVA will be found in two ways — as a player projection based on those 
three years of data (or, as much NHL experience as a player has if they 
haven’t reached that benchmark) or on a single season to measure 
actual level of play. The actual value and projection can be compared to 
see how a player exceeds expectations or falls short of their projected 
level. 

Take Norris Trophy winner Cale Makar. Based on the defenseman’s NHL 
experience to this point, he’s projected to be worth 4.9 wins. He had such 
an outstanding regular season that his actual GSVA was 5.43, to balance 
the scales, since he missed a few games this year, on a per-82 game 
basis he was actually worth 5.8 wins, which far exceeds expectations. 
Elite offensive play and defensive efforts, along with impressive scoring 
totals, contribute to that league-leading value among the position. 

Goalie metrics 

Goalie metrics in the true NHL public sphere are relatively 
straightforward. Goals-against average simply measures how many 
goals a netminder allows on average in a 60-minute performance. Save 
percentage — the best of the “basic” goalie metrics — just divides the 
number of shots a goalie stops by the total number they faced, and it’s 
that metric that allows for Hockey Reference to include a “quality start” 
stat on their website, meaning that a goalie posted a save percentage on 
a given night equal to or higher than the league average. 

Both save percentage and GAA have value. (OK, save percentage is a 
lot more valuable than goals-against average.) But neither accounts for 
the quality of the shots that a netminder is facing. After all, there’s a big 
difference between a goalie with a 0.900 save percentage who stopped 
nine of 10 unscreened point shots, and one with a 0.900 who stopped 
nine of 10 one-timers from the low slot. The latter clearly faced more 
difficult shots than the former, but save percentage would judge both 
performances equal. That certainly doesn’t seem fair. 

Just as save percentage uses shots as its primary statistic, GSAx uses 
expected goals. As noted earlier, expected goals (or xG) assign a 
numerical value to each unblocked shot based on the location and quality 
of that shot. A shot from the point, then, wouldn’t be worth one shot — it 
might be worth 0.03 because it had a 3 percent chance of becoming a 
goal. 

So how does GSAx work? First, it takes all of the expected goals that a 
netminder has faced in a given period of time — essentially, the number 
of goals that a netminder “should” have allowed based on the quality of 
the shots faced. Then, it looks at how many actual goals the netminder 
permitted and subtracts that total from the xG total. 

The result? Let’s do a quick case study, using Vezina Trophy winner Igor 
Shesterkin. 

With GSAx, a goalie wants to come out in the positive, though it’s 
certainly possible to post a negative GSAx as well. A netminder would 
simply have to allow more actual goals than expected goals, which 74 
out of the 114 goalies that faced at least 50 shots in 2021-22 did. 

In other words, being an NHL goalie: quite difficult. 

Like all public metrics, GSAx has its weaknesses, which are almost 
identical to the weakness of the public xG models that they use. The xG 
models on sites like Evolving-Hockey can’t account for pre-shot passing 
movement (which certainly increased shot quality), or shot velocity, or 
screens. Now, there are private models that do claim to account for these 
factors, but those in the public sphere can only use the data the NHL 
publicly tracks and shares. Until the NHL provides it and makes it easily 
accessible, these limitations will remain, and public GSAx metrics will 
remain largely driven by shot location, with add-ons like rebounds and 
rush opportunities included as well. 

Still, even the mere addition of shot location to the formula over 
assuming every shot is the same makes GSAx a superior metric to raw 
save percentage, making it a more than worthwhile metric. And there’s 
even more room for it to improve there, along with the quality of 
underlying data. 

Useful special teams metrics 

Five-on-five play tends to be emphasized when analyzing underlying 
numbers since that’s where the majority of the game is played. But there 
are ways to measure special teams’ play deeper, instead of focusing on 
success percentages on both ends of the ice. 

A team’s power-play percentage notes their success rate on the 
advantage but doesn’t detail anything further than that. That means that 
there isn’t any sort of sustainability check on offensive generation 
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besides finishing talent and opposing goaltending. The Maple Leafs led 
the league in the regular season, operating at a 27.3 percent rate. 

According to Evolving-Hockey, Toronto finished second in their shot 
creation (115.59 shot attempts per 60) and expected goal rate (9.42 per 
60). That shows the strength below the surface along with their ability to 
score. To learn more about where the team tends to shoot from, 
HockeyViz can assist with a heat map highlighting areas of higher shot 
concentration in orange and brown tones (and areas of little offensive 
creation in purple). Keep in mind that the expected goal rate does slightly 
change here because it’s a different model, but according to this 
resource, that generation is 35 percent stronger than the league average. 

Via HockeyViz 

On the other hand, there are the Kings who sat 27th at 16.1 percent on 
the advantage. This is a team that finished eighth in the league in shot 
rate and were slightly above average in expected goals. So while there 
was room for improvement to be more overwhelming in offensive 
creation, it’s clear that finishing talent was really what burned them. 

All of this applies to penalty kill as well. A team’s percentage may actually 
show a team’s strength on the back end while short-handed — that’s the 
case for the league-leading Hurricanes. 

The Ducks, on the other hand, have goaltending to thank for landing 10th 
in the league on the season as a whole, despite falling into the bottom-10 
in both shot attempts and expected goals against. 

Digging below the surface helps show which teams have more dimension 
to their short-handed approach, whether it’s on an individual or team 
level. The Maple Leafs, for example, landed at the top of the league in 
offensive generation on the penalty. Mitch Marner, a key cog in their PK 
(who leads the team’s forwards in the percentage of ice time he plays), 
ranks highly in the league individual shot and expected goal rate which 
helps add to that. 

Single-game analysis tools 

There are a number of sites that provide live data for every NHL game. 
Natural Stat Trick, MoneyPuck, and Evolving-Hockey all provide counting 
and rate stats that extend beyond what the league provides on each 
game sheet. Plus, these sites feature sortable on-ice metrics for teams, 
players, and in the case of MoneyPuck and Natural Stat Trick, line 
combinations and pairings. 

Each resource also has some unique information. Evolving-Hockey has 
Goals Saved Above Expectations (GSAx) readily available, along with 
expected and delta save percentages. MoneyPuck has a running count 
of puck freezes for goalies. And Natural Stat Trick allows users to check 
on-ice metrics for players against certain opponents to learn more about 
the results of a head-to-head matchup. 

These sites also all include a number of visuals to help depict different 
aspects of game play. 

But if you really want to go heavy on visualizations, that’s a specialty of 
HockeyViz. This site has tools that update real time during games, and 
then provides even more information afterwards — from player usage 
charts that show lineups, ice time, and on-ice goal results for every 
player, to matchup breakdowns, zone deployment, and shift charts. 
Along with team-wide graphics, there’s detailed visuals for every single 
player postgame, as well. 

All via HockeyViz 

Some of the most popular game-analysis tools include shot maps, which 
can be found in numerous sources. Here’s some of the essentials: 

Natural Stat Trick has heat maps for every single game that updates live. 
These can be filtered by situation to show all situations, even strength, 
five-on-five (raw and score and venue adjusted), as well as special 
teams. These help show where teams generate (and allow) shots from, 
and which areas of the ice are more concentrated with attempts. 

ViaNaturalStatTrick 

While HockeyViz is known for season-wide heat maps for players and 
teams, for single-game usage there are shot maps available. Like Natural 
Stat Trick, these update live and have a few situational options (even 

strength, power play, short-handed). On these visuals, every unblocked 
attempt can be identified by shot type, result, shooter, and expected goal 
value. Plus, there’s a collective expected goal total for each team based 
on their shot quality. Along with providing a team-wide look, these can be 
filtered to show attempts by a player on either side of the matchup, as 
well as how a team performed with or without a skater. These maps can 
also be broken out by period. 

Via HockeyViz 

Evolving-Hockey also offers a live shot map with filters for situation, 
period of play, whether the data is score-adjusted, and player’s on-ice 
results. Every unblocked shot attempt is sized to represent shot quality 
and is also color-coded by result (goal, miss, and shot). This interactive 
tool allows the user to hover over each shot to learn more — from who 
the shooter was and what the expected goal value of the attempt was, 
along with shot type, angle, distance, and strength. A collective value of 
each team’s shot attempts is also noted. 

Via Evolving-Hockey 

MoneyPuck also has an interactive shot map that presents data on every 
shot attempt when hovering over each data point. That information 
includes the shooter, event time, shot type, angle, distance, and result. 
Plus, MoneyPuck offers probabilities for each shot reaching the net and 
becoming a goal. 

Via MoneyPuck 

Besides shot maps, in-game trends are readily available through a 
number of these sites as well. 

HockeyViz offers a way to measure “shot-pressure” which updates live, 
and notes when goals are scored (along with game state, goal scorer, 
and pucks that hit the posts). Natural Stat Trick offers a game flow visual 
for shot attempts and expected goals. Evolving-Hockey has its own 
version for cumulative shot attempts and expected goal generation. 
MoneyPuck also has the latter — both are interactive, allowing users to 
highlight the timeline for details on shot attempts and goals scored. 

While these graphics can help users get the gist of the events of a game, 
HockeyStatCards provides a way to quickly measure player 
performance. This resource uses game score, to provide a full report 
from every game, along with a leaderboard to highlight the stars of the 
night. Leaderboards are also available for best and worst single-night 
performances over the year, as well as top and bottom average game 
score earned by a skater. 
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Kyle Bukauskas, Sportsnet’s ‘Canadian Tom Brady,’ on his viral moment 
with Charles Barkley 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

10-13 minutes 22/06/2022 

 

Early in the second intermission, Sportsnet reporter Kyle Bukauskas 
leaned in toward his guest to make sure he could be heard above the 
noise of the crowd. It was Game 3 of the Stanley Cup Final, in Tampa, 
and not only was his guest well-known among the crowd, but also to 
viewers across North America. 

Charles Barkley opened with a compliment. 

“I gotta say a couple things,” the retired NBA star told his Canadian 
interviewer. “No. 1: Your hair is freaking awesome.” 

Moments later: “Hey, you’re a good-lookin’ man, too — you’re like the 
Canadian Tom Brady to me.” 
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At 28, Bukauskas has not yet won a Super Bowl, but he has been a 
fixture at the network for the better part of a decade. He joined Sportsnet 
in October 2013, when he was only 20, and he will be one of the 
reporters on the ice whenever the Stanley Cup is raised this month. 

Raised in Campbell River, B.C., but now based in Ottawa, Bukauskas 
took time out of his schedule to field questions from The Athletic, talking 
about Sir Charles, a tight-lipped Brad Marchand and that now-famous 
hair. 

This interview has been edited for length and clarity. 

Who is the Canadian Tom Brady? 

(Laughs) Oh, that’s good. Let me think about that. It’s certainly not me. 
You know what? I would have put Ryan Reynolds in that category. I 
know he’s not an athlete, per se, but in terms of the look and the charm 
… he would have been my pick. I would have been nowhere near the top 
100 or 1,000. 

So why did Charles Barkley anoint you? 

You know what? I think he was having a great time at the game. His 
buddy Jon Cooper and the Lightning were having a great night through 
two periods. I don’t know. I guess you’d truly have to ask him why he 
decided to go that route. I’d never met the man before. I never had the 
chance to talk to him. For a man who’s, what, 6-foot-9 or 6-foot-10, he 
made me feel incredibly comfortable. You’ve got this sports and 
television and pop culture icon standing next to you, and he’s massive. 
It’s very easy to feel intimidated. But once we got going, I didn’t really feel 
that at all. He was just incredibly kind and warm and welcoming. It just 
felt like having a conversation with someone who was interested in 
chatting with you. 

Had Charles Barkley given any indication that was where he was going 
before you went on air? 

No. None. I kept asking him if he was texting Jon Cooper any words of 
encouragement before the game. It didn’t seem like he did, so I wasn’t 
going to go that route with my line of questioning. But there was nothing 
about hair, and nothing about any kind of celebrity lookalikes. So my 
shock was as much, if not bigger, than everyone else’s. 

How do you handle unexpected moments in front of a camera knowing 
so many people are watching at home? 

In the moment, you’re like, “How can I get out of this smoothly?” And how 
can you weave your way out without tripping over yourself too much 
along the way? I guess it just comes with time. And again, it was the fact 
he made me feel kind of comfortable in that scenario. If you’re talking to 
someone and you’re a little bit on edge and something happens that kind 
of throws you off, then maybe my response might have been different. 
But it was a fun conversation that we’re just trying to enjoy. 

What might most viewers not fully understand about the life of a rinkside 
reporter? 

It’s probably all the work that goes into the stuff that has nothing to do 
with interviews. Because that is where most viewers see me the most: 
I’m interviewing a player or a coach, or someone of note in the crowd. 
Certainly, that’s a big part of the job. But I’ll agonize — whether it’s the 
night before, or the morning of — about the 45 seconds or a minute we 
have right off the top of the show. Ron MacLean does his opening and 
then comes to me rinkside. That little bit there for me, that’s one of the 
biggest moments. That kind of sets the stage for your night. If that goes 
well, it’s not unlike a player: You’ve got a good first shift under your belt, 
and now you’re into the game. 

Why has the intermission interview with out-of-breath players survived 
after all these years? 

You know, I thought it was on the way out. Because quite frankly, we had 
stopped doing them for a while. Part of it was because on Saturdays, 
with “32 Thoughts,” that takes time out of the second intermission blocks, 
and there isn’t enough time to squeeze in an 80-second player interview. 
And we had stopped doing them in the first intermission for a long time, 
too, because we got that feeling, as well. You weren’t getting a ton out of 
it, understandably. You don’t criticize the player in that scenario, by any 
stretch. I’m sure it’s the last thing he wants to do, to speak with me or 
whoever at the end of the period. So then it’s, “Let’s drop that,” and 

whatever time we would have for doing that, let’s use that at the start of 
the period to do some storytelling. Only recently, we’ve come back to 
that. … Why it survived? I’m not sure. Maybe it’s just been so ingrained 
in the foundation of hockey broadcasts that it won’t totally go away. 
There’s certainly times where you do one and you go, “Man, we could 
have gone without.” But every now and then, you get a little nugget 
where you think, “All right, that’s why we keep coming back.” 

What might you ask a player who scores the final goal in a 4-1 win for 
Rich’s Auto Collision Midget A Tyees, helping them to become the first 
Campbell River, B.C., team to win a Vancouver Island midget title, in 
2010? 

(Laughs) You’ve done your homework here. Probably would have asked 
how long that moment was coming for them. I know, for my age group, 
we didn’t win a lot growing up, certainly at the rep level. The year you’re 
speaking of, we played Nanaimo in the final. You played the same teams 
up and down the island your entire life. I started hockey at age 5. I did not 
beat a team from Nanaimo until earlier that year. I was, what, 16 then? 
So there’s 11 years of your life where you’re constantly being beaten by 
Nanaimo, time and time again. To beat them in the third and deciding 
game on their ice was a pretty damned good feeling. 

What was going on in Campbell River that it took so long to win? 

I think it was just our age group. We didn’t have the best crop of talent. 
Certainly, as the years went by, we tried like heck. But you play other 
teams within our league, on Vancouver Island, and the other players 
were just flat-out better. And it wasn’t a Campbell River thing. It was just 
my age group. There have been plenty of great teams that have come 
through there at a minor-hockey-league level. We just must have been 
an off-birth year. 

Why did Bruins forward Brad Marchand skate away from you when you 
asked him about getting his skates sharpened before a playoff game in 
2019? 

Well, probably because I was a bit of a smartass, and I just picked the 
wrong time to ask that question. Certainly, there was the narrative out 
there that I was trying to have a “gotcha” moment with him. And honest to 
God, I wasn’t. I was trying to play into the storyline that he had created 
the day before. He talked to the media between Games 1 and 2, after he 
had stepped on Cam Atkinson’s stick in Game 1 and said, “Yeah, the guy 
was trying to dull my skate blade, he put his stick there on purpose and I 
stepped on it.” I was laughing. I thought that was brilliant. So I tried to go 
into his own storyline, that he had created. It was just bad timing on my 
part. 

Misunderstandings like that: Is it a hazard of the job when you only have 
45 to 60 seconds of airtime? 

Yeah. That just comes with the territory, I think. … That happened in 
2019, in the playoffs. I went back to do the conference final. In the next 
round, they played Carolina. On one of the off-days, I was out at their 
practice facility and went to their PR and said, “Hey, can I talk to him for a 
couple minutes?” I’m thinking he’s probably already forgotten about it. 
But I still wanted to check in, and if there was any issue, I just wanted to 
smooth it out. They came back and said he was busy — they had 
meetings and what have you — and I said, “No problem.” At that point, I 
just decided I’m not going to spend the rest of the playoffs running 
around trying to speak with him. If it’s not a big deal for him, then no 
worries, it won’t be for me, either. We’ll just move on. 

Where is your focus immediately after the final buzzer goes and a 
Stanley Cup winner is crowned? 

Well, it’s “Who is ESPN interviewing?” And then I’ll know who I’m going 
to interview. They get first dibs down here in the States. Once you know 
the first guest, then you can process what your first question is going to 
be. I went through it for the first time last year when Tampa won, being 
down at ice level doing interviews after the Cup gets handed out. It’s all 
happening so quickly. Scott Oake was great at so many things — and he 
still is, doing his job — but I really felt he made his money every year 
when that moment arrived. The Cup is handed out and it was just like, 
“Here comes this player, here comes that player.” He was always so 
sharp, and he had the personal touch for each player. It was clear the 
work had been put in to know each player’s backstory. To me, he’s been 
the standard in that moment. 
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Getting back to Charles: He also complimented your hair — how didn’t 
you blush? 

(Laughs) I thanked him for that, and then I let him keep going. I’ll have to 
give a shoutout to my friend Dino Nocita, who’s been cutting my hair for 
eight years now, in Ottawa. I never got any real compliments on my hair 
before I went to see him. And that’s not to criticize anyone who cut my 
hair before him, but it was a different look that he gave me. Once they 
started to come — there’s the Rick Astley comparisons, the Johnny 
Bravo — I would always tell him, “You’ve created a monster.” 

How long is the hair process on game day? 

I’ve got it down to about 10 minutes now. Get it dry, and then I’ve got two 
different types of product I use before a game to make sure it’s set in 
place. Set it and forget it, that’s kind of the thought process behind it, 
right? 

Where are you the day after the Stanley Cup is hoisted: Vacation? 

No. I’m back home in Ottawa. My fiancée hasn’t seen a lot of me over the 
last two months. I’ve got a great amount of debt to pay off, in terms of 
spending some time with her and trying to get some of that time back. No 
vacation. Just some home time for a little while. 
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NHL Staff Mock Draft 2.0 with scouts’ audit: Is Shane Wright still No. 1? 

 

Corey Pronman 

27-35 minutes 22/06/2022 

 

Today we have The Athletic’s staff of NHL writers project the first round 
of the 2022 NHL Draft. This allows our writers to break down the draft 
from the standpoint of the teams they cover with their unique knowledge 
of the franchise’s needs and tendencies. I provided broad guidance but 
the writers made all the picks. Trades were allowed (and one was 
executed). Afterwards I provide an audit and also enlist NHL scouts to 
provide feedback on our picks. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

It may seem as though nothing has changed since our first mock with 
Wright still being our pick for the Canadiens here, but they have. We 
used to be comfortable and confident taking Wright at No. 1, but with the 
intel gathered at the combine, he’s now hanging by a thread in this 
position, and it’s become basically a coin toss between him and Juraj 
Slafkovsky. For now, the Canadiens’ perennial need at centre and the 
argument for Wright’s high floor is what keeps him at No. 1. —M.A. 
Godin 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liiga 

If the Devils are going to use the second pick, they should be looking to 
the next best available player after Wright. In many minds right now, 
that’s Slafkovsky. A team has to draft for skill above all else, and flashy 
numbers in tournament settings have elevated his profile. But the benefit 
for New Jersey is that this fits a need as well. The Devils are looking to 
add an impact forward for years to come to give them a 1-2 punch with 
one of their former first picks Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier. The power 
forward seems to have the tools this team is looking for to add more 
dimension to their offense, and the readiness to get them there sooner 
than later. —Shayna Goldman 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

It’s no secret that the Coyotes need a centre (or two, or three) to really 
build around. They’ve got talent on the flanks with Clayton Keller already 
established and Dylan Guenther on the way. But they need a line-driving, 
high-skill, skating pivot who can play down the middle with those guys. I 

imagine the Coyotes will be pleased if Slafkovsky is selected within the 
first two picks and Cooley is available for them, because he checks every 
box. —Scott Wheeler 

4. Seattle Kraken: Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

What is clear is the Kraken appear to be in a position to add a right-
handed defenseman. Figuring out if it will be David Jiricek or Simon 
Nemec is where the intrigue resides. It is possible the Kraken could elect 
to draft Jiricek. He would give them a 6-foot-3 two-way presence with 
puck-moving ability. It’s just that Nemec appears to be a more fluid skater 
and puck mover in addition to his two-way abilities. Furthermore, Nemec 
made an impression at the IIHF World Championship by scoring a goal 
and six points in eight games for Slovakia. —Ryan S. Clark 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: David Jiricek, D, Plzen-CZREP 

Assuming the draft plays out in this way, there’s a good chance the 
Flyers will be choosing between Jiricek and U.S. NTDP forward Cutter 
Gauthier. Both fit the organization’s desire to build a bigger, more 
traditionally “Flyers-like” roster for the future, while hopefully not 
sacrificing skill in the process. The Flyers have need for both a high-end 
RHD and a young top-six center, so position likely won’t be a tiebreaker. 
In the end, Jiricek probably is the slightly safer pick while also possessing 
top-of-the-lineup upside, given that Gauthier is no lock to stick in the 
middle at the next level. I also imagine they’ll be a fan of the physical side 
of Jiricek’s game. But it’s not difficult to imagine either one being the pick 
here. —Charlie O’Connor 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

The Blue Jackets may not be as desperate for top-six centers as many 
suspect, which is what makes this pick so interesting. In The Athletic’s 
first staff mock immediately after the draft lottery, we selected the small 
but ultra-competitive Matthew Savoie in this spot. He would still be a fine 
pick here, but with Cole Sillinger, Boone Jenner and the freshly-signed 
Jack Roslovic on the roster, they can consider more than the top center 
on the board. (Kent Johnson, the No. 5 pick last season, could eventually 
move to the middle, too.) That in mind, we’ve broadened our horizon. 
We’re taking center / left winger Cutter Gauthier, a big, powerful skater 
with a sniper’s scoring touch. The Blue Jackets are stocked with young 
wingers, but there’s always room for a talent like Gauthier. It’s worth 
noting, he has played some center. —Aaron Portzline 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP 

I think there is a very good chance the Senators will entertain the idea of 
trading this pick if it can help land them some immediate help. From 
listening to the exit interviews with players and staff, there is a sense of 
urgency around the team heading into this off-season. So I wouldn’t be 
shocked if the Senators parlay this No. 7 selection to improve their 
opening-night lineup. But for the purposes of this exercise, let’s assume 
that Ottawa is picking in this spot. In that scenario, I can’t help but think 
that Joakim Kemell is the right pick here. He’s been described as a slick, 
playmaking winger — which is exactly what the organization can use. 
Other recent first-round picks that are waiting in the wings — like Ridly 
Greig and Tyler Boucher — have more of a sandpaper element to the 
forward position. Kemell would inject some more goal-scoring talent into 
the prospect pool for Ottawa. —Ian Mendes 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle-SHL 

In Kasper, the Red Wings would be filling their center need by adding a 
speedy, athletic pivot with a great motor and toughness. His offense isn’t 
always the flashiest, but he still produces by having the skill and will to 
attack the net, making him a strong fit for Detroit — which treats 
competitiveness as a virtue. There will be other candidates worth 
discussing here, with Matthew Savoie, Jonathan Lekkerimäki and Frank 
Nazar at the top of the list in this scenario. But ultimately Kasper checks 
so many boxes that I think the Red Wings will keep coming back to him 
— and make yet another top pick out of the Swedish Hockey League. —
Max Bultman 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Winnipeg-WHL 

The Sabres have three first-round picks to add to a prospect pool that is 
already considered among the best in the NHL. That gives them flexibility 
to move around the board and the liberty to take calculated risks with 
their picks. But with their first selection at No. 9, Matthew Savoie would 
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be too good to pass up if he’s available. Savoie didn’t finish the season 
particularly strong and he suffered a shoulder injury in the postseason, so 
he could slide. But Wheeler considers him a “dynamic, high-tempo, top-
six, goal-creating package.” With the lack of top-end talent in this draft, 
getting Savoie at nine would be a value. He had 102 points in 75 total 
games this season but also doesn’t shy away from contact despite being 
just 5-foot-9. He’d be a welcome addition to Buffalo’s center pipeline. —
Matt Fairburn 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle-WHL 

Originally, I had Kasper in the first mock draft we did right after the lottery 
and I still think he could be a viable option for GM Pat Verbeek, draft 
table head Martin Madden and the rest of the Anaheim staff, if Kasper is 
available. He has shown that he can compete and thrive in the SHL and 
has an ever-present motor and high battle level either at center or on 
wing, even if there are questions about his offensive upside. But I’m also 
of the belief that if you can get the best player available and fill a clear 
organizational need, you do it. Korchinski has risen in some draft 
evaluations and is currently having a strong WHL playoffs for the 
Thunderbirds. 

He isn’t a game-breaker but he’s mobile and very capable of distributing 
the puck very well with short and long passes and moves it on his 
backhand as well as his forehand. I can see Frank Nazar and his skating 
ability as someone to consider even if many see him sneaking into the 
top 10 as a reach. Brad Lambert is a big-swing candidate. But the Ducks 
are thin on the left side of their defense even as they have dynamic Olen 
Zellweger in the pipeline. It doesn’t hurt to have another quality blue line 
prospect as they no longer have Hampus Lindholm and got to start 
thinking about Cam Fowler’s game tapering off, especially with the 
possibility that collegians Henry Thrun and Jackson LaCombe don’t sign 
after returning for their senior seasons. Korchinski gives them another to 
bet on. —Eric Stephens 

11. San Jose Sharks: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden-SHL 

Lekkerimaki wasn’t available for the Sharks at No. 11 in our first staff 
writer mock draft, so we rolled the dice on Brad Lambert. I think there’s a 
pretty strong argument for Savoie or Kasper if either of them falls to this 
spot, and Lambert is still an intriguing option despite some of the issues 
he’s had since once being considered a contender for the top pick. It’s a 
pretty easy case to make for Lekkerimaki. The Sharks have a bunch of 
intriguing forward prospects, but outside of William Eklund, the others 
don’t possess Lekkerimaki’s upside. He might also be the best pure goal 
scorer in the organization, outside of Timo Meier and Tomas Hertl, the 
minute he walks to the stage in Montreal and puts on a teal sweater. He 
and Eklund are also from the same Swedish organization, so the Sharks 
should be plenty familiar with his work. —Corey Masisak 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

In a perfect world, a defenseman would jump off the page as an obvious 
pick in this No. 12 spot, but that’s not the case here. What jumps off the 
page is a highly-skilled, 6-foot-4 center, and that’s Geekie. After picking 
Gauthier at No. 6, this would make for a big-body draft by Columbus. Will 
Geekie’s skating allow him to be an impact player in an NHL top six? 
That’s a good question, although the same question arose with his 
brother, Seattle’s Morgan Geekie, during his draft season. Conor Geekie 
has the potential to be a physically dominating player, and those never 
go out of style. The Blue Jackets have drafted towering, highly-skilled 
centers in the first round before, but neither Ryan Johansen nor Pierre-
Luc Dubois stuck around long enough to make a lasting impact. Maybe 
it’d be different this time. —Aaron Portzline 

“There’s not too many people that have the chance to come out of a town 
of 120 people and do what I’m doing.” 

13. New York Islanders: Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans-Liiga 

One compelling element to the Islanders’ draft position is that Brad 
Lambert, the nephew of newly crowned head coach Lane Lambert, is 
projected to go right around where they are picking. Lambert could even 
be compared a bit to the Islanders’ second-round selection last year, 
Aatu Raty, who saw his stock drop after he was projected to go higher 
just a few months earlier. The Islanders need help throughout their 
system so they probably won’t be too focused on drafting a particular 
position, but it would make sense for them to lean towards a forward with 

guys like Adam Pelech, Ryan Pulock and Noah Dobson all likely to be 
here for the next half-decade. 

That said, there’s a decent chance the Islanders make a trade or two 
before draft day, as general manager Lou Lamoriello has been pretty 
open in his plans to make changes to the roster before the start of next 
season. The Islanders could very well dangle this pick for immediate 
help. —Kevin Kurz 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw-OHL 

I think the Jets would love to see Geekie available at 14 and I think U.S. 
NDTP star center Frank Nazar could be enticing in this spot. I’ll confess 
no little agony in passing up on Nazar’s upside with the board leaving 
him open, especially given Winnipeg’s success drafting out of the United 
States. 

At the same time, Pavel Mintyukov scores so well and helps the Saginaw 
Spirit so much in transition that he is too good to pass up here. The Jets 
may be loaded at “transition defenceman who can create offence for 
himself and others” at the AHL level, but the logjam could clear as soon 
as this summer. In the meantime, Mintyukov’s skill, speed, and hockey 
IQ imply a success story yet to be written — that elusive top-four 
defenceman who can attack with the best and defend just well enough to 
help in a top-four role. —Murat Ates 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands-SHL 

Harman Dayal: Frank Nazar would be an intriguing pick if you’re chasing 
pure upside. I really like him but he’s only 5-foot-10 and I do wonder if 
that would dissuade Vancouver. I do like Liam Öhgren in this range and 
wonder if he’d be the type of fit Vancouver would like here. 

Thomas Drance: Öhgren is a player that I could see Vancouver being 
really high on, but that feels like a target for the club if they trade down. 

Sense I get is that Mateychuk isn’t a favourite of Vancouver’s amateur 
staff, and he would feel like a bit of a redundant piece considering the 
presence of Quinn Hughes, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Travis Dermott and 
Jack Rathbone. For me, he’s the right pick here. 

Dayal: I’d be fully on board with Mateychuk too but I can’t see him 
realistically being the team’s pick at No. 15. Same goes for Nazar. How 
about Lian Bischel? He’s not my favourite here but tons of size and 
excellent skating ability. 

Drance: I think he’s the pick here too, just a bit more well-rounded than 
Mateychuk from a Vancouver perspective. Think this exercise is a good 
encapsulation of why Vancouver is likely to bump around the draft order. 
I’m just not sure they’re likely to be enamored any of the options 
available at 15, which is why I could see them being aggressive in 
seeking to trade in either direction. 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

This is where the draft gets interesting for the Sabres. Russian winger 
Danila Yurov, American center Frank Nazar and Canadian defenseman 
Denton Mateychuk could all be possibilities here. Yurov is a top-10 talent 
in this draft, according to most evaluators, but the uncertainty 
surrounding Russian prospects is going to be a storyline to watch in this 
draft. It feels like the Sabres are in a position to roll the dice. For starters, 
they drafted a few Russian prospects last year, showing trust in their 
Russian scouting. That also gives them familiarity with the process of 
getting players to America. Add in the fact that the Sabres have three 
first-round picks and they’re a prime candidate to take a chance on 
Yurov. He won’t likely last until pick No. 28, so this is the spot for Adams 
to make the move if he’s willing to absorb the risk. —Matt Fairburn 

17. Nashville Predators: Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current-WHL 

The Predators used to be known as a defenseman factory, but that’s not 
been the case in recent years. Our latest prospect pool rankings (that 
listed the Predators No. 12) didn’t put a blueliner in their top five. Does 
Pickering have the upside of some of the Predators’ better defensemen 
picks (Dan Hamhuis, Shea Weber, Ryan Suter, Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis, 
Mattias Ekholm, Seth Jones etc.) in their history? Can he provide the 
type of depth some of their lesser-heralded blueliners like Kevin Klein 
gave them? We’ll find out over the course of his development. But 
Pronman lists Pickering’s comparable as Travis Sanheim, who was 
picked No. 17 in 2014 and he’d add some much-needed talent in this 
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position. Plus, he’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who can skate and has some 
offensive upside. That’s worth a selection at this spot for Nashville. —
Josh Cooper 

18. Dallas Stars: Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

The Stars loaded up their system with promising forwards the past few 
years in picking Mavrik Bourque, Wyatt Johnston and Logan Stankoven 
but the blue line depth is thin. Thomas Harley has been on the cusp of 
making the NHL jump and should elevate into a full-time role this season. 
Behind him, there’s not a lot the Stars have to be excited about. Chesley 
not only gives them a young defenseman to be excited about but he’s 
right-handed. Regardless of John Klingberg’s decision this summer, the 
Stars need talent on the right side for the future. Chesley’s development 
would also line up well with expiring contracts for a couple of older Stars 
defensemen and Miro Heiskanen’s prime. —Saad Yousuf 

19. Los Angeles Kings: Isaac Howard, LW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

The Kings have one of — if not the — the strongest, deepest prospect 
pools in the NHL and it puts them in a favorable and enviable spot with 
their pick, where they can let their current group climb over each other for 
depth jobs and take a cut on a high-skill, high-upside player for the 
future. Howard, one of the draft’s most gifted wingers, makes perfect 
sense for them for those reasons if he’s available. He’s a top-15 talent in 
this class. He makes a lot of sense for them here. I know he wants to be 
one-and-done but he could likely be convinced into two college seasons 
so that he travels along a different timeline than the glut of other kids 
they’ve got knocking on the door at the moment. —Scott Wheeler 

20. Montreal Canadiens: Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

From the Washington Capitals in exchange for the No. 26 and No. 62 
picks in 2022.  

The Canadiens have a lot of later picks and a deep well of prospects in 
the system. The Capitals have neither. So this trade makes sense for 
both teams in our mock world, and it would make sense in the real world. 
According to our Dom Luszczyszyn’s draft pick value chart, this trade 
actually favors the Capitals slightly in that the No. 26 and No. 62 picks 
combine to add 4.4 wins over seven years, whereas the No. 20 pick 
translates to four wins. But the Canadiens are looking to add to the top of 
their organizational depth chart, so if the right player falls into this range, 
this is a trade we could see them trying to pull off. Plus they manage to 
keep the first pick of the second round in this scenario. —Arpon Basu 

The Canadiens had to step up here and make a move in order to secure 
one of the last high-end talents available. Montreal has a plethora of 
picks and plenty of depth in their pipeline, but they need more forwards 
with top-six upside. Nazar has a chance to be that if he’s properly 
developed. He’s undersized but he’s crazy fast, he’s got great vision and 
a ton of compete. Those are the skills new GM Kent Hughes wants to 
build the Canadiens on. —M.A. Godin 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Tristan Luneau, D, Gatineau-QMJHL 

The Pittsburgh pick of Luneau transpired for a number of reasons. Kris 
Letang could bolt in free agency, John Marino isn’t living up to his 
potential and there isn’t much else in the way of right-handed 
defensemen in the system. Chad Ruhwedel and Mark Friedman are fine, 
but Luneau brings a legitimate skill set to the table. This is a player who 
is a potential top-four defenseman, which is something the Penguins 
badly require. He’s still a bit raw, but that’s OK. Too much talent here to 
bypass and, while the Penguins are happy to go the best player available 
route, they could really use a blue-chip defenseman in their stable. —
Josh Yohe 

22. Anaheim Ducks: Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Having added a quality prospect to the defense, the Ducks can turn to 
beefing up another thin area — the wings. Troy Terry’s breakout season 
was a welcome sight but there isn’t another young player on the flanks 
that’s showing to have 30-goal potential. Help could come if Jacob 
Perreault, Sasha Pastujov or Brayden Tracey develops into a pure goal 
scorer from within the system, but it doesn’t hurt to increase the chances 
of a prospect breaking through and becoming an offensive fixture for 
years. McGroarty has the kind of size that will allow him to win battles 
along the boards and down low. His competitive streak will impress GM 
Pat Verbeek. But a separator is when a winger can consistently finish 

plays or bang in loose pucks. On a talented U.S. NTDP squad that could 
have six or seven first-round picks, the Michigan-bound forward stood out 
with his ability to fill the net. —Eric Stephens 

23. St. Louis Blues: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

The Blues haven’t selected a defenseman with a first-round pick since 
Vince Dunn in 2015. In the six years since, it’s been forwards Tage 
Thompson, Robert Thomas, Klim Kostin, Dominik Bokk, Jake Neighbours 
and Zach Bolduc. Thomas has become a top-six center, a pair of trades 
turned Thompson into Ryan O’Reilly and Bokk into Justin Faulk. 
Neighbours and Bolduc have shown great promise. But now it’s time for 
a defenseman, and the Blues are thrilled to see Mateychuk available at 
No. 23. He moves the puck well and thinks the game well, and while he’s 
a tad undersized, his ability brings a lot of value with this selection. —
Jeremy Rutherford 

24. Minnesota Wild: Jiri Kulich, C/LW, Karlovy Vary-Czechia 

The Wild are suddenly deep on defense with Calen Addison, Carson 
Lambos, Ryan O’Rourke, Daemon Hunt, Jack Peart and Simon 
Johansson in tow. But they don’t have a lot of high-end forwards coming 
after Marco Rossi. Kulich can play center and wing, but his game 
translates more as a wing. Great neutral-zone speed, an elite shot, pro 
size. This kid will have the ability to score with the exceptional one-timer 
he possesses. —Michael Russo 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

Both Ohgren and his Djurgårdens teammate Noah Ostlund have the 
kinds of smarts and skill that make them players the Leafs could, and 
should, target. But Ohgren wins out here because he’s more of a 
complete package. He’s a mature player who captained Sweden at the 
U18s. Ohgren’s got some strength in his game and can score in a 
number of ways. His 33 goals in 30 games for Djurgårdens’ U20 team 
speaks to that. He might not have the skating ability that Ostlund does, 
but his game might be closer to being NHL ready. And for a Leafs team 
that will be up against the cap for the next few seasons, that matters. —
Joshua Kloke 

26. Washington Capitals: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

From the Montreal Canadiens (along with the No. 62 pick) in exchange 
for the No. 20 pick in 2022.  

The decision to trade back six spots was a difficult one. But, given the 
depth of this year’s draft and the need to restock the cupboard, the 
opportunity to parlay No. 20 into Nos. 26 and 62 was viewed as a 
prudent move. With the selection of Gaucher, Washington has added a 
6-foot-3, 207-pound two-way center to a prospect pool that already 
features a pair of touted pivots in Connor McMichael and Hendrix 
Lapierre. Considering the age of the Caps’ current centers — Nicklas 
Backstrom (34), Lars Eller (33), Nic Dowd (32) and Evgeny Kuznetsov 
(30) — Gaucher’s time could arrive sooner than later. —Tarik El-Bashir 

27. Arizona Coyotes: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

When I said the Coyotes needed center depth with the Cooley selection, 
I wasn’t kidding. They double down here and add the slick, high-skill, 
high-speed, but also well-rounded three-zone game of Ostlund, 
strengthening their system’s depth down the middle. A win-win with their 
first two picks. —Scott Wheeler 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Sam Rinzel, D, Chaska-HIGH-MN 

After adding two forwards with picks No. 9 and No. 16, the Sabres turn to 
defense with their third and final first-rounder in this mock draft. Buffalo is 
well stocked with left-shot defensemen, but it could use a right-handed 
blueliner to develop. Sam Rinzel isn’t a finished product yet, but few 
players are this late in the first round. The University of Minnesota recruit 
is 6-foot-4 and has enough speed to be an offensive threat. He has the 
type of tools that could make him a first-round pick. —Matt Fairburn 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

The Oilers are missing second-, third-, and fourth-round picks in this 
draft. They also just made the conference finals for the first time in 2016 
with two of the league’s best players at the height of their powers. The 
odds are good they don’t make this pick either due to trading down or 
dealing it for more immediate help. But if GM Ken Holland, director of 
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scouting Tyler Wright, et al., do head up to the stage, tabbing a winger 
like Snuggerud makes a lot of sense. Though the organization has been 
replenishing its prospect cupboard up front in recent years — think Dylan 
Holloway, Xavier Bourgault, Raphael Lavoie, Carter Savoie, and Matvey 
Petrov — they could use more offensive talent in the pipeline. 
Snuggerud, a hard-working and versatile forward, would check a lot of 
boxes for Edmonton. —Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

30. Winnipeg Jets: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia-RUSSIA-2 

It is unlikely that Winnipeg takes two out of the three Russian stars 
available in this draft but I can’t help but see them snag 
Miroschnichenko’s top-10 talent as something of a gamble at 30th 
overall. Miroschnichenko made it as high as the top five of Pronman’s 
initial rankings for this draft class before a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis 
that has kept him off the ice as he recovers. Medical news appears to be 
good, with the 6-foot-1, rocket-shooting scorer resuming training his 
month. There’s a big, fast, first-line scoring talent available here so I have 
the Jets taking his upside with their second pick. —Murat Ates 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle-WHL 

Schaefer, a 6-foot-3, 214-pound winger, had a strong first full season 
with Seattle (WHL, racking up 32 goals and 58 points in 66 games. 
Tampa Bay needs to add strong players to their system both up front and 
the blue line, and Schaefer, 18, is a little reminiscent of former Lightning 
first-rounder Nolan Foote, who was dealt to the Devils in the Blake 
Coleman trade. Schaefer is a big winger who plays hard and boasts 
some finishing ability too. He has the size to be a power forward, and I’ve 
heard a comp being more of an Alex Killorn type. With Tampa Bay likely 
to lose either Killorn and/or Ondrej Palat in coming years, having that 
depth in the system will be helpful. —Joe Smith 

32. Arizona Coyotes: Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad-SLOVAKIA 

The Coyotes would probably like to take two centres and a defenceman 
in a best-case scenario, but all of the D that made the most sense here 
are gone, nobody’s complaining about the talent injection that the three 
forwards they’ve selected here would represent, and Mesar’s a player we 
know Arizona likes because he came right out and told a small group of 
reporters they did at the combine (in a very innocent way, so I hope they 
don’t hold it against him!). —Scott Wheeler 

Pronman’s audit 

This mock draft looks rather close to mine so obviously my criticisms will 
be on the edges. For example, I don’t see Ryan Chesley or Isaac 
Howard especially going in the top 20, but both are candidates to go in 
the 20s. Luneau is also a little high for me. He probably goes closer to 30 
than 20. Two players I’m hearing of late who may go higher than this 
mock, and other mocks we’ve published of late, would be Gaucher and 
Schaefer. 

NHL scouts’ audit 

Not surprisingly when I sent this mock draft around to scouts, there were 
criticisms! Some of the more consensus opinions were that they felt 
Chesley and Luneau went too high and were more realistic candidates 
five to 10 picks later. There were other players scouts were more divided 
on. Some liked where we projected Lian Bichsel, and some thought it 
was too high. 

Some thought Noah Ostlund will go higher, and some felt he wasn’t a 
first-rounder. The same could be said for Sam Rinzel who some strongly 
refuted will go in the first and others felt has a chance to get late 1. A 
couple of scouts noted they think Nathan Gaucher will go higher. They 
mostly didn’t like Frank Nazar being the fifth U.S. NTDP player off the 
board either. Some scouts felt McGroarty will both go higher and lower. 

It wasn’t all criticism though, with one scout saying he liked how we had 
the top 12 and felt that was the top group. 

In terms of more interesting critiques, one executive felt we made “many 
too many easy connections” such as “Islanders going with Lambert (who 
is related to their coach), Bichsel to the Canucks (Canucks GM Patrik 
Allvin connection to Bichsel’s SHL team), Sharks taking Lekkerimaki 
(teammate of their 2021 first-round pick) etc., Rarely do drafts work out 
like that.” 

Finally one scout said, “Every time I read a mock draft it’s the same three 
forwards picked 1-2-3 in Wright, Slafkovsky, Cooley and then the 
defensemen back to back. I would be surprised if that’s actually how it 
goes. History says there will be at least one surprise.” 
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We’re three games into the Stanley Cup Final, one that seemed on paper 
to be in the running for the best matchup of the cap era and maybe 
beyond. On one side, the two-time defending champs going for the 
NHL’s first threepeat in almost four decades. On the other, the league’s 
most talented team looking to finally slay the dragon and bring their best 
game when it matters most. 

And through the first three games it’s been … fine. 

Maybe better than that. Game 1 was a borderline classic. But Game 2 
was a blowout of historic proportions, and Game 3 wasn’t much better. 
The series is 2-1 and feels like it still has plenty of runway left, but neutral 
fans have to be getting at least a little worried that this epic Final could 
end up being a dud. 

You know what, I don’t really want to think about it. So instead of looking 
ahead, let’s look back at the 14 series it took to get us here with a worst-
to-best ranking. This will be tougher than most years, because I’m on 
record as saying this year’s playoffs have been unusually good. There 
are going to be some decent series that don’t even make the top 10, 
which is kind of cool. 

Let’s count them down from 14 to 1, then root for the Avalanche and 
Lightning to deliver four more classics so that this Final can take a run at 
top spot. 

14. Lightning over Panthers in four (Round 2) 

This was supposed to be the exciting sequel to last year’s well-received 
debut, only with bigger stakes and (maybe) a new ending. Instead, it was 
a bust. The second Battle of Florida featured a Panthers team that had 
just won the Presidents’ Trophy and seemed ready to finally beat the 
Lightning, or at least put up more of a fight than they had in 2021. Nope. 
Tampa rolled in four straight, and the high-powered Panthers offense 
managed just three goals. 

The Lightning played like champions who knew how to win. 

The Panthers looked like a team still trying to figure it out. 

And that's why the back-to-back Stanley Cup champs are headed to the 
Eastern Conference Final –– again. 

You could argue that this series at least had its moment, including Ross 
Colton’s buzzer-beater in Game 2. But given the expectations, no series 
was as disappointing. It wasn’t even all that close. 

13. Avalanche over Predators in four (Round 1) 

I’m guessing this would be a lot of fans picks for last place, since the 
outcome was never in doubt once Juuse Saros went down and we all 
would have forgiven the Predators if they’d just tapped out after three 
games. But given the rock-bottom expectations, the Preds at least put up 
a bit of a fight, taking one game to overtime and holding a third-period 
lead in Game 4. 

More importantly, it was at least kind of cool to see the Avs flex their 
muscles early on. It was like the opening scene of a big-budget TV show, 
where the main character gets to just destroy a few low-level opponents 
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to make sure we understand what they can do. Sure, you figure there’s 
tougher challenges to come, but in the meantime it’s still fun to watch the 
hero straight-up wreck others. 

12. Blues over the Wild in six (Round 1) 

The great irony of the first round was that five of the eight series went 
seven games, but not the one that everyone assumed would go the 
distance. That would be the Wild and Blues, two equally matched teams 
that had spent most of the second half of the season battling for second 
in the Central Division and home ice in their inevitable first-round 
showdown. The matchup had just about everything you could want — 
lots of talent, some bad blood, and two legitimate Cup contenders with a 
sense of urgency to win now. 

And then we got … well, not quite a dud, but nothing all that memorable. 
No overtime, no seventh game showdown, and all six games were 
decided by three goals or more. What was the signature game or 
moment from the series? Maybe Vladimir Tarasenko’s hat trick in Game 
5, or Kirill Kaprizov’s in Game 2? Sure, those were good games from star 
players, although both needed an empty-netter for the third goal. This 
series was fine. We just wanted more than that. 

11. Panthers over Capitals in six (round 1) 

Probably the last interesting series on paper heading into round one, this 
one certainly got our attention early on, with the Capitals winning two of 
the first three. The Panthers levelled up after that, winning three straight 
to slam the door on any upset talk, but they had to battle to get there. 

I’ll be honest, looking back on this series reminded me that it was at least 
a little bit better than I remembered, with Games 4 and 6 both going to 
overtime after tying goals late in regulation. Maybe this should have felt 
like a better David vs. Goliath story than it was. But a relatively recent 
Cup winner like Washington doesn’t really resonate as an underdog, and 
in hindsight we know that the outcome here didn’t matter all that much 
since the Panthers wouldn’t win another game. 

Sorry, Florida, no top-10 appearance for you. I pumped your tires before 
the playoffs started, maybe too much, but no team was a bigger letdown 
once the action started. 

10. Oilers over Kings in seven (Round 1) 

This feels low for a seven-game series, and maybe it is, but do you really 
remember all that much from it? Yes, I know that feels like a setup for a 
joke about lazy Eastern time sportswriters who can’t stay up past their 
bedtime, but I’m not sure how much still resonates from this matchup 
outside the two fan bases. We had a Philip Danault breakout and briefly, 
it felt like the old Jonathan Quick was back. Plus a bit of nastiness that 
led to an exceedingly rare head-butting suspension, but for the most part 
the Kings were just a likable team that seemed as if they could be happy 
to be there. Meanwhile, the Oilers avoided another first-round collapse, 
which objectively would have been the most entertaining outcome. 

9. Hurricanes over Bruins in seven (Round 1) 

This one felt like a sure thing heading in, as two very good teams hooked 
up for the third time in four postseasons. The Hurricanes were a lot of 
people’s pick to come out of the Eastern Conference, while the Bruins 
were a sneaky good wild card entry looking for one last run. What more 
could you want? 

And the series was OK. It just wasn’t much more than that, with no 
overtime and just Game 7 even being a one-goal game (and even then, 
only because of a last-minute goal). The home team won every game, 
which is always neat but made the whole thing feel a little bit paint-by-
numbers. 

If you liked watching two very good teams play perfectly competent 
hockey that probably ended with the home team winning 5-2, this was 
the series for you. But it could have been a lot more than that. 

8. Avalanche over Oilers in four (Round 3) 

A sweep in the top 10? Look, it was way too short, and not especially 
competitive. But in terms of star power, this was the best series of the 
first three rounds, and just about every second of it was enjoyable on 
some level. The Connor McDavid vs. Nathan MacKinnon matchup was 
irresistible, and two of the four games were high-scoring classics. 

So was this the postseason’s most entertaining series, or its most 
disappointing? Yes, which is why I’m ranking it right around the middle. 

7. Flames over Stars in seven (Round 1) 

This series got a bad rap from the start, after a couple of low-scoring 
games led to some fans labelling it boring. That wasn’t completely fair, 
and things certainly picked up as the series went on even as it mostly 
remained a low-scoring battle, with Jake Oettinger landing on everyone’s 
radar as the sort of goalie who could single-handedly steal a series. And 
the ending was fantastic, with a Game 7 overtime. 

The downside is that by the time we got late into the series, we were all 
looking ahead to a potential Battle of Alberta. And the fact that Calgary 
went out in Round 2 means this series doesn’t hold up as well in 
hindsight as it might have if they’d gone on a long run. Still, in a 
postseason that delivered plenty of shootouts, there’s still something to 
be said for a goaltending battle. 

6. Rangers over Hurricanes in seven (Round 2) 

We were spoiled with five seven-game series in the opening round, but 
so far this matchup from Round 2 is the only one that’s gone the distance 
since. It was pretty good, featuring two talented teams with some history 
between them, and got off to a solid start with the Hurricanes’ late 
comeback in Game 1. From there, we got the same “home team wins” 
storyline that Carolina had already given us in the first round, only with a 
twist ending where the visitors win Game 7. 

The drama was there, but this series was low-scoring and the last two 
games weren’t especially close. That said, you can’t complain too much 
about a winner-take-all game to get to the final four. 

5. Lightning over Rangers in six (Round 3) 

The best goaltending matchup in years mostly delivered, at least once 
Andrei Vasilevskiy found his footing after a tough opener. The Rangers 
stunned us by proving that it really was possible to beat the Lightning in 
back-to-back games, and seemed like they were going to pull off the 
sweep after jumping out to a 2-0 lead in Game 3. That’s when the 
Lightning roared back, basically pulling off the NHL’s version of The 
Undertaker sit up while grinding the Rangers down in four straight wins. If 
Colorado has their way, this may be remembered as a worthy 
champion’s final stand, but even that would be kind of cool. 

4. Rangers over Penguins in seven (Round 1) 

The biggest comeback of the playoffs came with some controversy, as 
Jacob Trouba’s hit on Sidney Crosby felt like the turning point. The hit 
was deemed legal, at least for now, but seeing Crosby exit was the 
biggest moment of the series, and maybe of the first round. The Rangers 
came back from down 2-0 to win Game 5, kicking off the three straight 
wins they needed to survive the series. 

Any time a matchup swings on a controversy, fans are left with mixed 
feelings, and nobody likes to see an injury. But we’ll remember this series 
to years to come, with Trouba playing the villain just like fellow Ranger 
Adam Graves did in this rivalry decades ago. Mix in a Game 1 marathon 
that somehow still stands as the only multi-OT game of the 2022 
postseason and the whole spicy pork subplot with Louis Domingue, and 
you can’t say this series wasn’t memorable. 

3. Oilers over Flames in five (Round 2) 

The Battle of Alberta didn’t live up to the hype. And it couldn’t have, 
because after three decades, anything short of a seven-game classic 
would have felt like a letdown. We didn’t get that. 

But what we did get was five games of almost non-stop action, kicked off 
by the wildest Game 1 in recent history. Seriously, this game rocked, and 
the series has to be in the top five just based on that one. 

Then came Game 2 and … well, you don’t remember much of Game 2, 
or the games after that. But you do remember the ending, as Connor 
McDavid put the punctuation mark on the series with an overtime winner. 
Mix in the bad blood, the history, and two absolutely fantastic crowds, 
and it was all pretty great. 

This series not going seven games was the single biggest 
disappointment of the postseason, and the only reason that the Battle of 
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Alberta wasn’t a slam dunk pick for number one. But let’s not get greedy 
— this series still delivered. 

2. Avalanche over Blues in six (Round 2) 

The big question in the Central all year was whether anyone could beat 
the Avalanche. We’re still not sure, but it’s quite possible that we’ll look 
back on the Blues as being the team that came the closest. 

In fact, if the Blues get the overtime win in Game 1, or if Jordan 
Binnington doesn’t get run over by Nazem Kadri, this series might flip the 
other way. We’ll never know, although the latter scenario at least gave us 
the remarkably rare postgame TV interview worth remembering. 

What we did get was an excellent series between two bitter rivals that 
started strong and ended even better, which was more than enough to 
overlook a pair of so-so games in the middle. Nathan MacKinnon’s end-
to-end hat trick goal in Game 5 was the sort of series-winning individual 
performance that cements a legacy, except that the Blues missed the 
memo. It may have been the single most entertaining potential 
elimination game of the entire postseason. 

The only thing keeping this one out of top spot is the lack of a seventh 
game. Maybe it deserves to be there anyway. 

1. Lightning over Maple Leafs in seven (Round 1) 

Go ahead and call this a homer pick, you know I’m right. The Leafs and 
Lightning put on a seven-game classic with a ton of talent, plenty of 
storylines, and all sorts of twists and turns. 

You name it, this series delivered. Seven games, obviously. An overtime 
elimination game, yep. A blowout to throw off the narratives about which 
team was better? One on each side, and yeah maybe that was a little 
much, but those lopsided scores helped set the stage for the final stretch. 
Lots of goals by the biggest stars? Yep. A big comeback? The Leafs 
gave us that in Game 5. Alexander Kerfoot assisting on Lightning goals? 
That’s weirdly specific, but yes, the series had that too. Some 
controversial calls that one fan base can complain about for eternity? It’s 
the NHL, so it goes without saying. 

And best of all, if you’re one of those fans who roll their eyes over how 
much hype the Leafs get, this series gave you the result you wanted. 
Everybody wins! Except the Leafs, because it’s the playoffs. But add it all 
up, and you’ve got your best series of the 2022 postseason. So far. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.23.2022 

1203944 Websites 

 

ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup Final - What we learned in Game 4 as the 
Colorado Avalanche go up 3-1 on the Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

Following two straight blowouts in the 2022 Stanley Cup Final, Game 4 
was an absolute thriller between the Colorado Avalanche and Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

The game was deadlocked at 2-2 after regulation. Then at 12:02 of 
overtime, Nazem Kadri scored the winning goal -- yes, the same Nazem 
Kadri who was playing in his first game back after breaking a thumb in 
the Western Conference finals. 

What lessons did we learn from this one? And what does it all mean 
looking ahead to Game 5 on Friday with the Avs one win away from a 
Stanley Cup? 

Kadri's big comeback 

The writing was on the wall after Kadri took the morning skate on 
Wednesday, even if Avs coach Jared Bednar wouldn't confirm it at the 
time: Kadri was a go for Game 4. 

The forward hadn't played since being boarded by Evander Kane and 
sustaining a broken thumb in Game 3 of the Western Conference finals 
on June 4. He started skating again shortly after surgery, and Bednar 
said Kadri's inclusion in the lineup again depended on pain management 
more than anything. 

Bednar shuffled his lines accordingly to accommodate Kadri's return, 
moving Gabriel Landeskog and Valeri Nichushkin off Nathan 
MacKinnon's flanks and onto Kadri's. Landeskog can take left-side 
faceoffs for Kadri, and he's a big body like Nichushkin, so they had the 
ability to insulate Kadri in multiple ways. 

It was clear early on how far Kadri was from 100%. He didn't want to -- or 
couldn't -- shoot the puck with his usual force, and was overpassing to 
compensate, with decreased accuracy. Whether it was nerves or his 
thumb holding Kadri back, he still tried to make an impact every shift 
either by throwing his body or just getting in lanes. 

When he grabbed the marker that would give Colorado a 3-1 series lead, 
it only seemed fitting. Kadri left it all on the line, and the shot he did take -
- one of only two in the game -- provided more than what Colorado could 
have hoped for in his first game back. -- Kristen Shilton 

Lightning struck 

The Lightning didn't take advantage when they had all the momentum in 
the first period of Game 4. They didn't take advantage on their power 
plays. The longer the game went, the more the rest advantage the 
Avalanche had before the Stanley Cup Final would come into play. By 
the time Kadri scored the game winner, the Lightning were in pure 
counterpunch mode with the Avalanche carrying much of the play. 

Now they face a nearly insurmountable challenge. Teams with a 3-1 lead 
in a best-of-seven hold an all-time series record of 298-31 (.906), 
including a 35-1 (.972) mark in the finals and a 2-1 clip this postseason. 
They're going back to Colorado, where the line-matching advantages 
they had at home disappear. 

It'll take the heart of a champion for the Lightning to three-peat after this 
loss. -- Greg Wyshynski 

Even Steven 

Colorado couldn't have seen that start coming. Darcy Kuemper certainly 
couldn't. 

It would take Tampa Bay only 36 seconds to go up 1-0 over the 
Avalanche on the weirdest goal. The Lightning had good offensive zone 
pressure early when Erik Cernak fired a shot on Kuemper that knocked 
the goaltender's mask right off. Kuemper then couldn't get across to stop 
Anthony Cirelli's ensuing shot that put Tampa Bay on the board. 

Normally when a goalie's mask comes off, there's an immediate whistle, 
but in this case, because there was an ongoing scoring chance, play was 
allowed to continue. 

After the early goal, Tampa Bay continued to dominate. Kuemper was 
under siege as the Lightning outshot Colorado 17-4 through 20 minutes, 
but he kept the score at 1-0. Nathan MacKinnon finally knotted it up 5:17 
into the second period when a Mikko Rantanen pass deflected in off his 
skate, giving him his first goal of the series. 

Victor Hedman put Tampa Bay back ahead midway through the second, 
before Andrew Cogliano tied it at 2 off a Nico Sturm feed early in the 
third. 

It was the kind of back-and-forth affair we didn't see in the previous two 
games in this series (7-0 and 6-2 final scores). This night was more 
strategic after a messy first period. The momentum swings were real, 
and weathered well by both sides. It seemed like Colorado and Tampa 
Bay were finally settling in, that they'd figured each other out. After all 
that, it was only right that the game needed overtime to find a winner. 

So what does that mean for what's ahead? Are we in for a tightly 
contested series from here on out? Or are there more blowouts to come? 
-- Shilton 

Avs' special teams domination continues 

No, it wasn't the prettiest power-play goal, as the puck bounced off 
MacKinnon's skate and past Andrei Vasilevskiy early in the second 
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period. But it was another power-play goal for the Avalanche, who have 
dominated on special teams in this series. 

Colorado is now 6-for-13 with the man advantage, a preposterously good 
conversion rate of 46.2%. The Lightning entered Game 4 with a 77.9% 
penalty kill rate, and just 67.9% on home ice. 

"They have a good power play and they feed off it. It gives them energy. 
But we have a good PK, and eventually I know the bounces will start 
going our way at some point, too. I'm not concerned," coach Jon Cooper 
said. 

That said, it might be time to express some concern about the Lightning 
power play. The Avalanche have killed off 13 of 14 power plays in the 
series. With the high-scoring talent Tampa Bay has on its power-play 
unit, that's unbelievable. Cooper has said the importance of special 
teams lies in "killing them off at the right time." In the two tightest games 
of this series -- Games 1 and 4 -- one power-play goal from the Lightning 
would have made all the difference. -- Wyshynski 

Need for speed 

Colorado took a 2-0 lead in this series because of its speed. There were 
other factors involved, but that was the big one. 

In their first two games at home, the Avalanche outskated Tampa Bay all 
over the ice and were particularly quick through the neutral zone getting 
to -- and taking away -- pucks. The Avalanche's speed attack brutalized 
the Lightning. 

Well, that speed wilted in the Florida heat. 

Colorado looked closer to skating through sand for the first half of Game 
4. The Avs' tenacity and forechecking had stalled. Was it because the 
Lightning were moving quicker at home, as opposed to at elevation in 
Denver? Or had something dramatically changed for Colorado? 

The Avalanche found their legs more in the third period and overtime. 
There was a more noticeable jump to their game. 

The difficulty getting there is worth monitoring now. Playing fast and up 
ice has been a hallmark of Colorado's success. It's difficult to generate 
those juicy opportunities off the rush without it. The Lightning were bound 
to make adjustments, but Colorado can do the same and add back some 
of that missing pace. It'll be especially key now that Tampa Bay has 
nothing to lose. -- Shilton 

Hedman's big move 

Tuesday night was a weird one for Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman 
Victor Hedman and Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar. It was 
the night before Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Final, and they were dressed 
in suits at the NHL Awards dinner, held at a Tampa brewery. 

Hedman got all dolled up just to watch Makar win the Norris Trophy as 
the NHL's best defenseman. It was the sixth time Hedman was 
nominated for the award. He has won it only once. So there was probably 
some satisfaction for Hedman in the second period when he scored the 
kind of goal that Norris Trophy candidacies are made of: dangling 
through the neutral zone, then the Avalanche defense, before floating a 
shot past Kuemper's blocker side for a 2-1 lead at 10:42 of the period. 

Hedman had a strong, active night for the Lightning. It might have been 
the best game he has played in the 2022 playoffs as far as making a 
difference on both ends of the ice. 

"You don't look at the point sheet at this time of year, you look at the win 
sheet," he said. "It doesn't matter how you get it, you just want to get it 
done." -- Wyshynski 

Counting on Kuemper 

Kuemper's confidence could have been lost along with his mask on that 
first goal. 

Colorado's starter was pulled midway through Game 3 for allowing five 
goals on 22 shots, and while Bednar gave him the nod for Game 4, 
Tampa Bay's fluky first goal could have gone right to Kuemper's head. 
Instead, it seemed to galvanize the netminder. He was the only thing 
keeping Colorado in the game over the first 20 minutes, when the 

Avalanche were outshot 17-4. He made a notably good save on Steven 
Stamkos and was sharp on the Lightning's power-play push. 

Kuemper kept on keeping pucks out until MacKinnon finally put one in off 
his skate for the Avs on the power play. To see the game tied was a win 
in itself at that point, considering the Avalanche were being badly 
outplayed at 5-on-5. 

Hedman's goal after that? On a stoppable backhand? That's on 
Kuemper. He has been spectacularly inconsistent in the playoffs. And of 
course, Kuemper resumed making key stops as Colorado clawed back 
with a fourth-line goal to tie the game. 

Bednar has praised Kuemper's ability to regroup and come up big for the 
Avalanche when it mattered most. Like Forrest Gump's proverbial box of 
chocolates, though, you never know what you're gonna get out of him. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kadri pushes Avalanche to brink of glory in return: 'It’s kind 
of surreal' 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

June 23, 2022, 2:44 AM 

 

TAMPA — Never mind the fact Nazem Kadri had difficulty shooting at 
anything near full capacity. 

That didn’t prevent the Colorado Avalanche star from emerging from the 
press box to deliver the most important goal of his career on Wednesday 
night, beating Andrei Vasilevskiy with a perfect shot that found the 
microscopic space between the blocker and under the right armpit of the 
all-world goalie of the Tampa Bay Lightning at 12:02 of the first overtime. 

The shot wasn’t a change up, but it wasn’t at full throttle either. 

It was a slightly rolling puck that went off the end of the blade of Kadri’s 
stick, fooling Vasilevskiy and giving the Avalanche a commanding 3-1 
series lead after a 3-2 victory at Amalie Arena. 

“Oh man, a roller-coaster of emotions,” said Kadri, speaking to members 
of the media for the first time since Game 3 of the Western Conference 
Final. “Just thinking I was done and then having a sliver of hope (after 
surgery). 

“Sitting here right now, it’s kind of surreal. I’m just excited to join the team 
again and be in the dressing room. This is what I’ve been waiting for my 
whole life pretty much.” 

The simple presence of Kadri in the lineup was going to be enough to 
provide an emotional lift for the Avalanche. 

That he authored the signature moment in this pivotal game was truly 
something to behold. 

“Gutsy performance, you know? Put in a lot of work to make sure that he 
could not only come back and play, but he could come back and perform 
to the best of his ability with the injury he had,” said Avalanche head 
coach Jared Bednar. “It’s not easy to do, turning around an injury like 
that. It just shows you how dedicated he was.” 

The dedication of Kadri was never in question. 

This was always going to be a matter of when, not if, he returned for the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

“You know he wasn't going to go down easy. It's an inspiration to 
everybody else to see a teammate like that try to come back and fight 
every day to try to get better and finally he's back in the lineup,” said 
Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog. “No doubt it was exciting for us 
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and gave us a different look. You can’t make that stuff up. Big in overtime 
and it's great to see.” 

Kadri made a nifty move to get to the inside and while he was pretty sure 
the shot had beaten Vasilevskiy, there was a moment when he 
questioned whether or not the game was over. 

“I was trying to go far side. You know I knew I got a pretty good shot off 
and it might have had a chance,” said Kadri. “I actually thought it was in 
originally, but then Vasilevskiy kind of fooled me there. I thought it maybe 
pinned between his arm. He was kind of swimming in the crease and I 
thought he might have had it. 

“It was certainly a few seconds of confusion there and then I just saw 
everybody bull rush the ice. That’s when I knew it was confirmed. It feels 
nice to get it done.” 

Kadri was asked a question about the cryptic suggestion by Lightning 
head coach Jon Cooper that the play should have been blown dead for 
an illegal change because he came on the ice early for Nathan 
MacKinnon. 

“I’m not quite sure what he’s thinking, why it shouldn’t have counted. That 
kind of confuses me a little bit,” said Kadri. “The puck hit the back of the 
net, end of story. I’m not sure why he’d say that.” 

Based on his progression over the course of the past week, Kadri was 
able to build himself up to this point and eventually he convinced Bednar 
that it was time to put him back in. 

“He’s been building toward it,” said Bednar. “Lots of talk with the trainers, 
mostly. And then when he’s thinking about it and getting close the last 
couple of days, then I talked to him. I want to know what he’s able to do, 
what he can’t do, if anything, how he’s feeling about it, making sure that 
he’s confident he can come back and help. 

“I don’t want him in if he can’t play the right way and accomplish what we 
need to accomplish. He was pretty sure, (I) liked how his skates have 
gone, so obviously we want a player of his calibre in the lineup.” 

Nazem Kadri on Game 4 overtime winner: 'Couldn't have written a better 
story' 

Kadri didn’t disappoint, even if it took him a while to get acclimated to the 
pace of the game, which is difficult to do when entering a series with the 
intensity of this one, knowing what was at stake for both teams. 

With the thumb injury he’s battling through, Kadri was used at left wing 
with Valeri Nichushki on the right and Landeskog shifting to centre and 
taking all of the responsibilities in the faceoff circle. 

By the time the night was complete and the celebration was winding 
down, Kadri had taken 26 shifts for 18:42 of ice time, recording two shots 
on goal and five shot attempts while adding one hit. 

“It says a lot (about) what we already know,” said MacKinnon. “A super 
resilient human being, a great boost for us to get that guy back.” 

Now that he’s got his legs under him after missing the previous four 
games with an injury he sustained in Game 3 of the last round against 
the Edmonton Oilers when Evander Kane pushed him into the boards 
from behind, Kadri figures to continue to make an impact. 

This was a gutsy performance from the Avalanche, who rallied to win 
despite giving up a goal 36 seconds into the contest by Anthony Cirelli 
and getting badly outshot by a 17-4 margin (though the shot attempts 
were 23-22 for Tampa Bay). 

MacKinnon scored his first goal of the series and shared a laugh with a 
reporter when the subject was broached. 

Oddly enough, it was not a one-timer or a highlight-reel special, but 
instead a shot from Mikko Rantanen went off the pad of Vasilevskiy and 
caromed in off the skate of MacKinnon. 

Finally the engine of the Avalanche offence was on the board and you 
can be sure that brought with it a sense of relief. 

Speaking of relief, the determined play of Darcy Kuemper was a major 
storyline as well, with the Avalanche goalie supplying 37 saves after he 
was pulled from Game 3 (giving up five goals on 22 shots on goal). 

Not only did Kuemper go toe-to-toe with Vasilevskiy, he got the play 
started on the overtime winner, making a perfect pass on the zone exit to 
Artturi Lehkonen, who sprung Kadri in for the shot that sealed the deal. 

“I just thought he battled. I mean, I never doubt his care, his try,” said 
Bednar. “I think, you go through our lineup, there are guys who have had 
bad games in the playoffs. It’s just so much more magnified when it’s a 
goalie, because he’s your last line of defence.” 

The Stanley Cup will be in the building on Friday night and the Avalanche 
now have three cracks at winning it for the first time since 2001. 

This group has been locked in on a singular goal since training camp and 
has made a habit of eliminating the narratives surrounding previous 
playoff disappointments, one by one. 

This next one is going to be the stiffest one yet, but one of the leaders of 
this Avalanche squad made it clear they were not about to be 
overwhelmed by this moment. 

“We’ve just got to stay with it and do what we’ve been doing all season. 
That’s what we’re going to preach,” said MacKinnon. “Obviously, they’re 
probably preaching ‘they’ve never been here, they’re going to be tight’ 
and that’s fair. But we’ll be ready to go. We’ve been great under pressure 
all playoffs, all season.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘It’s going to get ugly’: Kadri’s OT winner in Game 4 
clouded by controversy 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 23, 2022, 2:20 AM 

 

TAMPA – Jon Cooper was 10 seconds into Wednesday’s first post-game 
press conference answer when he stopped, drew a long pause, and 
changed course. 

He had a speech to make. A bone to pick. 

Something to get off his chest after a hard-fought but gutting 3-2 overtime 
loss that has the two-time champions down to their last life, and hockey 
fans scouring replays. 

“You know, I love this league. It's the greatest league in the world. The 
people that run it are amazing. Everything about it. It's like a dream come 
true for me, especially being a Canadian kid growing up and everything 
that's gone on,” the Tampa Bay Lightning coach began, holding emotion 
behind his measured tone. 

“You know, I've been part of some heartbreaking losses and defeats to 
the teams that took us out and been with a group that just fights, fights, 
and fights. And they fought their way to a third Stanley Cup Final in a 
row. And in a cap era when it's so damn hard, and the rules are put 
against you because the league wants parity. And I love that about the 
league. 

“And that's what makes it tougher. And just watch this team, what they've 
gone through and the battling that's gone on, and we're all in this 
together. Players, coaches, refs, everybody. But this one is going to sting 
much more than others, just because it was taking on… it was 
potentially… I don't know.” 

Cooper resisted saying what was on his mind. 

“It's hard for me. It's going to be hard for me to speak,” he said, holding 
up his hand. “I'll speak with you tomorrow. You're going to see what I 
mean when you see the winning goal. 

“And my heart breaks for the players. Because we probably still should 
be playing. I'll be available tomorrow.” 
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Then Cooper rose from his seat and the podium and walked out of the 
interview room, leaving his audience curious and confused. 

A closer look at Nazem Kadri’s overtime dagger reveals the Game 4 hero 
accepting his pass in the middle of the ice at the blue line about four 
seconds before Nathan MacKinnon — whom he was replacing — gets 
back on the Colorado bench. 

Cooper was suggesting an illegal line change led to his group losing its 
first home game since May 6 and falling behind 3-1 in the final — a 
seemingly insurmountable hole against a team as fast and committed as 
the Avalanche. 

“I'm not sure what he’s thinking, why it shouldn’t have counted. I mean, 
that kinda confuses me a little bit,” Kadri said. 

“The puck hit the back of the net. End of story.” 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said he saw no issue with the goal: “I 
didn’t hear any confusion.” 

Lightning assistant coach Derek Lalonde was more explicit. 

“They were able to get an interesting change for the game-winning goal, 
and that was the difference,” Lalonde told Dave Randorf on-air. “It’s 
going to get ugly. We're probably talking about a 50-feet change. 
Obviously, Kadri changed for MacKinnon. 

“It’s a pretty bad look. Unfortunately, we’re on the bad end of it.” 

NHL hockey operations released the following statement following the 
game, which shifts blame on the stripes: 

A too many men on the ice penalty is a judgement call that can be made 
by any of the four on-ice officials. 

Following the game, Hockey Operations met with the four officials as is 
their normal protocol. In discussing the winning goal, each of the four 
officials advised that they did not see a too many men on the ice situation 
on the play. 

This call is not subject to video review either by Hockey Ops or the on-ice 
officials. 

Errors happen in hockey. Teams get away with things. 

The Lightning have benefitted from bad but undetected line changes in 
the past. (Just ask Barry Trotz how he felt about the Lightning scoring 
with too many men on the ice in the 2021 Eastern Conference Final.) 

But that doesn’t mean this won’t cast shade over Kadri’s gleaming 
moment. 

Cooper sounded like a man who understands his group desperately 
needed Wednesday’s win to keep its threepeat bid alive. 

The Avalanche controlled the puck throughout overtime and were 
swarming in their attack, stuffing the Bolts into their own zone before 
completing the comeback. 

“At the same time, when we got pinned like that, you leave yourself 
vulnerable to something like that. That’s why they changed the rule of the 
overtime, changing ends [to create a long line change] because of that 
potential look,” Lalonde conceded. 

“Stings a little bit right now.” 

Now Friday threatens to sting even harder. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Tampa is getting slaughtered on special teams. 

The Avs have six power-play goals, plus one shorthanded in this series. 
The Lightning have just one 5-on-4 goal. That’s a six-goal swing, and it’s 
taking a toll. 

“It’s easy to point to that now. They scored a bunch of power-play goals. 
We want to keep it 5-on-5 — that’s where we’re our best,” Victor Hedman 
said. “Our power-play is struggling, not scoring goals, but I feel we’re 
creating momentum.” 

• Scary moment for Anthony Cirelli, who jetted off the ice in the second 
period clutching his arm. It appeared his biceps may have been cut by 
Alex Killorn’s skate: 

“Listen, [Erik] Cernak left the game. Cirelli left the game and came back. 
Everyone is sacrificing this time of the year,” Steven Stamkos said. “No 
one outside the dressing room — you guys sometimes think you know, 
you don’t. It’s challenging for both teams. You have guys playing through 
a lot of stuff right now. Guys are just battling.” 

• Love this idea. 

• Play is whistled dead when a goaltender loses his mask — unless there 
is an immediate scoring chance for the opposition. 

Which is why Cirelli’s opening rebound goal stood up after an Erik 
Cernak shot dislodged Darcy Kuemper’s mask. 
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Sportsnet.ca / House of Commons to ask for independent investigation 
into Hockey Canada 

 

Emily Sadler and Paul D. Grant @EmmySadler 

June 22, 2022, 10:00 PM 

 

OTTAWA -- The House of Commons unanimously passed a motion on 
Wednesday to ask for an independent investigation into Hockey 
Canada's handling of the June 2018 sexual assault allegations. 

As presented by Bloc Quebecois MP Sébastien Lemire during Question 
Period, the investigation would examine Hockey Canada's management 
of the allegations, which came to light last month, and, as he said in 
French, "figure out if this was an isolated event or if there are 
shortcomings in the way that Hockey Canada handles reported 
complaints of sexual assault, sexual harassment, and other types of 
misconduct." 

The passing of the motion came shortly before the Standing Committee 
on Canadian Heritage, which heard Hockey Canada witnesses testify on 
Monday, held a two-hour-and-36-minute closed-doors meeting about the 
allegations, presumably to plan next steps in its investigation. MPs 
leaving the meeting would not comment on what happened during the 
meeting, but next steps could be learned as early as Thursday morning. 

"This is part of the fallout of what was a deplorable lack of transparency 
from Hockey Canada when they appeared before the Heritage committee 
on Monday, (where) the questions asked were very clear," committee 
member and NDP MP Peter Julian told Sportsnet Wednesday after the 
Heritage committee's closed meeting. "We found out on Monday that 
there are a number of other investigations that Hockey Canada is 
currently doing. 

"But it was Hockey Canada's response to what are allegations of a 
terrible, terrible violent crime, and for Hockey Canada to simply say that 
in the investigation they did, that it wasn't obligatory for cooperation from 
each of the players that were on that team. When we think about the 
horrific allegations of sexual violence, I think it didn't convince a single 
member of the committee, and certainly didn't convince any members of 
the Canadian public, that Hockey Canada takes this violence seriously." 

MP Peter Julian: Hockey Canada investigation necessary due to 'lack of 
transparency' 

Hockey Canada has been under scrutiny since late May when news 
emerged that they settled a lawsuit involving a woman who says she was 
sexually assaulted by eight Canadian Hockey League players. In the 
lawsuit, which was filed April 20 in Ontario Superior Court in London, 
Ont., the woman says at least some of the players were part of the 
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Canadian national junior team, and the assault happened in June 2018 
after a Hockey Canada Foundation event. 

She has not identified the players, and wishes to keep her own identity 
private. Terms of the settlement were not disclosed. 

This latest development comes shortly after Pascale St-Onge, Canada's 
Minister of Sport, announced earlier on Wednesday the immediate 
freezing of government funding to Hockey Canada. 

"What is it disturbing about all of this is that we have apparently two other 
investigations that Hockey Canada has launched," Julian told Sportsnet. 
"Hockey Canada officials admitted to one to two complaints, so one can 
only assume because they weren't forthcoming with details that we may 
be talking about other complaints of sexual violence a year over the last 
six years. That could be up to a dozen additional complaints and that 
doesn't include the provincial federations as well. So, there is a disturbing 
lack of taking these important allegations seriously. And I think this 
requires the government to act. There's been a first step taken today." 

St-Onge said the funds will be released when Hockey Canada meets two 
conditions: shares its report conducted by third-party investigators at 
Henein and Hutchison and its plans to implement changes; and become 
signatories to the office of the sports integrity commissioner. When 
contacted by Sportsnet, Hockey Canada did not comment on the funding 
freeze. 

If the conditions are not met, changes could be afoot at Hockey Canada. 
Julian said those changes would come through the influence of 
Parliament. 

"The Heritage Committee has the power to subpoena and the power to 
demand documents, and also the power to ensure that Canadians are 
getting answers," Julian said. "The federal government though, through 
its funding mechanism, does have a lot of influence. And the reality is ... 
this must be a wake-up call for Hockey Canada that ... this will also lead 
to significant demands for change, even from within Hockey Canada." 

Responding to a question from Sportsnet after Wednesday's Question 
Period, St-Onge would not provide a deadline for Hockey Canada to 
meet the two conditions in order to have funding restored, only that the 
conditions are "really realistic, and if they want federal funding, they need 
to comply." 

St-Onge's announcement was accompanied by a statement in which she 
called Hockey Canada's actions in the wake of the allegations "deeply 
troubling" and "unacceptable." 

"Today, the House sent a very strong message to Hockey Canada saying 
that their testimony on Monday was insufficient as well as was the 
management of the cases that were brought up in the media a few weeks 
ago," she told reporters after Question Period. "I want to thank my 
colleagues for working on this issue in a non-partisan way so we can 
send a very strong message that the culture of silence needs to end and 
we need to stand-up against sexual violence." 
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 “BEAUTIFUL, NEEDED AND IMPORTANT AS ALL HELL” By Sonny 
Sachdeva 

 

Staff Report 

 

There’s a rail bridge that sits atop a pillar of stone in Garden River First 
Nation, a band of black and brown metal that emerges from lush trees on 
one side of the water and escapes back into them on the other. On the 
side of the bridge facing the nearby highway, scrawled in towering, six-
foot-tall letters in white spray-paint that still appears frozen in mid-drip all 
these years later, are four words: “This is Indian land.” 

Rick Nolan wrote that declaration decades ago. In 2012, when Rick’s 
nephew Jordan returned home with the Stanley Cup, bringing a day of 
celebration to Garden River, it was on that bridge that the most 
triumphant moment of the celebration came. Draped in his black Los 
Angeles Kings jersey, a grey ballcap pulled over his head, Jordan strolled 
out onto the bridge with the trophy and took up a spot above the centre of 
the third word. Family, friends and neighbours gathered to take in the 
sight from the highway, lining the railing. Some sat on shoulders or 
perched on concrete barriers to get a better look; others watched from 
the banks below or from small boats bobbing in the water. 

A grin spreading wide across his face, Jordan took the Cup in both hands 
and raised it to the sky. The crowd across the water erupted, voices and 
applause jostling to ring out loudest. They grew even louder still a minute 
later, when Jordan’s brother, Brandon, and father, Ted, joined him, the 
three Nolans together lifting hockey’s biggest prize high above those four 
words. 

Hockey For All 

Scotiabank believes Canada’s game should be for all Canadians. That’s 
why they are on a mission to make hockey more diverse, more inclusive 
and more accessible for all. 

See how we’re changing the game 

To understand the true weight of that moment, you have to trace the 
Nolan family’s story back to a time before that paint met that metal. From 
a father who set this journey in motion, with a meteoric rise marred by 
betrayal; to an older brother who carved out a hard-fought path, only to 
see it cut short too soon; to a younger brother who followed that well-
worn trail of footsteps to etch the family name in history. 

The Nolans have endured enough valleys and peaks in the game to rival 
the topography of their beloved Garden River. Following that day of 
Stanley Cup triumph, it would’ve been easy to walk away, to put it all 
behind them. But like the one who wrote the message on that bridge, 
they refuse to stop fighting for their community. And after giving all they 
had to find greatness, after achieving it, these three Nolans found their 
true calling — sharing their stories with Indigenous youth, bringing their 
people together, and dedicating themselves to leading the next 
generation of leaders. 

Jordan Nolan coaches a group of kids at a 3Nolans camp. 

T he message on that bridge is far from the only lasting mark Rick Nolan 
made on his community. It was the way he marked up the ice that first 
showed a young Ted the beauty of the game. “I fell in love with hockey 
just by watching the people in the community,” Ted says, “especially my 
older brother Rick — he played on a senior hockey team on the reserve, 
on the outdoor rinks.” 

The third-youngest of Stan and Rose’s 12 children, Ted took that love 
and ran with it, searching out any possible way to play, even if it meant 
putting in hours and hours just for a single stride across the sheet. “My 
story began with one pail of water at a time,” he says. “I made my own 
rink in the backyard in Garden River, from the outdoor pump. … I really 
played just for the pure enjoyment of the game. I just loved the whole 
concept, the magnitude of it. That you could pass, you can get the return 
pass, you can try to beat someone, you can try to score a goal — all 
those magical things on an outdoor rink with the moon shining brightly. 

“Not ever once in my life did I ever think, ‘Jeez, if I work really hard, I 
could play in the National Hockey League.’ Because the National Hockey 
League, at my time, was like two worlds away.” 

Ted’s world back then was a humble but loving one, surrounded by 
family, surrounded by the game. “We didn’t have electricity for a little 
while, we had outdoor plumbing — you know, times were lean,” Ted 
remembers. “We didn’t have money to join the city leagues.” It wasn’t 
until he was 10 years old, in the late 1960s, that he first joined a rec 
league in nearby Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. Seven years after that first foray, 
he ventured to Kenora, Ont. to play for the Manitoba Junior Hockey 
League’s Thistles. And it was there that a 17-year-old Ted first got a taste 
of what hockey really looked like outside of his community. 

“That’s where the game of hockey really switched for me,” he says. “It 
switched drastically when I went there. Because then all of a sudden I 
faced bigotry. I faced name-calling, I faced racial abuse, bullying at 
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school, all those type of things that basically took the love of the game 
away from me. It turned from love to trying to survive. Just trying to 
survive in the game.” The darkness that enveloped him in Kenora was 
only compounded by the darkness back home. “My father passed away 
that year when I went to Kenora. And I’m more than positive, if he was 
there, we wouldn’t be having this conversation,” Ted says. “Because I 
don’t think my father would have allowed me to go through what I went 
through.” 

Ted refused to be driven out. Instead, he drew on what his parents taught 
him, on the lessons learned in Garden River. “The one thing they really 
instilled in us was, ‘Be proud of who you are.’ They always told us the 
stories, the legends, the ceremonies that we had. The pow wow, the 
medicine people that we have in our community, all the rich cultural 
things of being a First Nation person. I think that’s the stuff that really 
helped me,” he says. “Because some of the people who went before me, 
they couldn’t quite handle the outside, because of all those things. I just 
really wanted to prove that we can.” 

He dug in, finding any way to make a life in the game work, just like he 
did years earlier with that water pail. “I was so stubborn by then, and 
bullheaded, that I wasn’t going to let anybody chase me home,” he says. 
“If they were going to chase me home, it was going to be because I 
wasn’t good enough. Not because they bullied me.” 

“I remember laying tobacco outside of the Chicago stadium, and I had 
tears coming down my eyes. It wasn’t the tears of, ‘Boy, I played in the 
National Hockey League.’ It was a tear for all the people who tried before 
me.” 

As it turned out, he was more than good enough. A season later, Ted 
suited up for the Ontario Hockey League’s Soo Greyhounds, earning his 
spot by way of the impressive numbers he put up in Kenora. By the time 
he was 20, he was leaving the OHL to play pro, first for the Central 
Hockey League’s Kansas City Red Wings — at the time, the top farm 
team for the NHL’s Detroit Red Wings — then for the AHL’s Adirondack 
Red Wings, when the big club’s affiliation moved. Just a couple years 
into his time there, he was a champion, his AHL squad clinching the 
Calder Cup in ’81. 

But as the on-ice success kept coming, the off-ice heartbreak did, too. 
That same year, his mother Rose was killed by a drunk driver. Looking 
back on those years now — all those battles, one cascading into another 
— it’s all a blur, Ted says. And the whirlwind only continued — the very 
next year, he was on the move again, called up for his first NHL game to 
help the big-city Red Wings take on Chicago. It should’ve been a 
moment of triumph. But by that point, all the loss and abuse he’d endured 
to get there, to simply exist in the game, was all almost too much to bear. 

“When I played that first game in the National Hockey League, when I 
was 23 years of age, I remember laying tobacco outside of the Chicago 
stadium… and I had tears coming down my eyes,” he says. “It wasn’t the 
tears of, ‘Boy, I played in the National Hockey League.’ It was a tear for 
all the people who tried before me, tried different occupations, but for 
various different reasons couldn’t handle that. I mean, who could? I can’t 
believe I did.” 

It took another half-decade of AHL campaigns, of stints with Detroit, and 
later the Pittsburgh Penguins, before Ted found relief from that seemingly 
unending battle, when two ruptured discs in his lower back ended his 
playing career. “I think I was happier that day than I was my first day I 
signed the NHL contract,” he says. “I was just so happy I didn’t have to 
go through that anymore, to constantly prove that I could.” 

He decided it was time to move on from the sport. He went back to 
school, enrolling at Lake Superior State University in northern Michigan 
just across the border from home. He had his eyes on making a new life 
in the business world. But that love of the game pulled him back, just a 
little bit. He started helping out with practices for the school’s hockey 
team, just here and there. Before he knew it, word had made it across 
the river, and Phil Esposito, then-owner of the Soo Greyhounds, called 
Ted with an offer to help coach his former OHL club. “That was the first 
time anybody ever asked me to be part of a team,” Ted says. “So, I 
accepted. Long story short, three months later, they fired the head coach. 

“And here I was, thrown right back in.” 

Ted laughs with players on the bench. 

B randon Nolan fell in love with the game much the same way his father 
did, out on the backyard ice in Garden River. But by the time Ted and 
Sandra’s eldest was taking his first spin on the sheet, the water pail was 
long retired. In its place, Ted built for his sons what he’d dreamed of 
when he first laced up his skates. “It was just an amazing rink,” Brandon 
says. “It had boards; it had lights. It was a place that we could play all 
day and night if we wanted to. And most often we did.” 

It wasn’t just for the Nolan boys. It was for any kid in Garden River who 
felt that same gravitational pull from sticks, pucks and a clean sheet of 
ice. “It was kind of like the community hangout,” Brandon says. “On 
nights or weekends, all ages would come. I was a little bit younger, I was 
probably eight, nine, in around that age, and I just remember kids from 
six years old to 14, 15, all coming to our backyard to play.” 

Thinking back on how he first developed an affinity for the sport, one 
other thing stands out in Brandon’s mind: the nights spent watching his 
dad behind the Greyhounds bench. “I got a chance to go to a lot of 
games,” he says. “I got a chance to go to practices. I got a chance to 
hang out in the dressing room.” He got a chance to see his dad lead the 
Greyhounds on a dynastic run through the junior hockey gauntlet, taking 
the team to the Memorial Cup tournament three straight years. And 
finally, in ’93, with Sault Ste. Marie hosting the event, he got to see his 
dad’s side win it all. “It was just absolutely amazing. I thought they were 
the best team in the world,” Brandon says. 

It didn’t come as easy as it might’ve looked to nine-year-old Brandon, 
cheering on his dad from beyond the glass. Ted’s first year coaching his 
former club was soundtracked by boos raining down from the stands, the 
team struggling as its new coach learned the ropes. But just like his days 
on the ice, Ted refused to be chased out. “That stubborn bone inside me 
again said, ‘I got to learn. I got to learn how to be a coach,’” he 
remembers. “I went out and studied. I studied Phil Jackson. I watched the 
[‘70s era] Philadelphia Flyers, with Fred Shero coaching, found out what 
he does. I talked to a number of coaches. And I brought some Native 
spirituality to my coaching. And lo and behold, the next season, we won 
the league championship.” 

“I was coaching the Buffalo Sabres, winning coach of the year, and all of 
a sudden, boom. It’s like somebody walked into the room and turned the 
lights off.” 

Above all else, his approach to coaching was led by one guiding 
principle. “I coached the way I wished people would’ve coached me,” Ted 
says. “I really wanted to make a difference with people that I coached. So 
I talked to people a lot, I talked to the players — ‘How are you feeling? 
How’s the family?’ … I just loved it. I probably loved coaching more than I 
loved playing.” 

Soon, NHL executives were taking notice. Brandon watched his dad 
move from the Soo’s bench to the Hartford Whalers as an assistant 
coach, then to the Buffalo Sabres, where Ted earned his first shot at 
being an NHL head coach. He watched his dad lead the Sabres to a 
division title in his second year, watched him win the ’97 Jack Adams 
Award as the best bench boss in the game. 

But again, it wasn’t as rosy as it all looked on the other side of the glass. 
Behind the scenes, Ted’s relationship with Sabres management had 
splintered over the course of that season, due in part to his decision to 
keep the team’s star centreman, Pat LaFontaine, out of the lineup as he 
recovered from a concussion, Ted wanting to ensure the injury situation 
didn’t worsen. As tensions around the team swelled, rumours about its 
coach began to spread. “You can’t justify why the team wasn’t playing 
very well, you have to justify it some other way. So, what’s a better way 
than to pick on a Native guy and say he’s drinking all the time, he’s drunk 
at practice?” Ted says. “Give me a break.” Despite all he’d given to the 
game as a player, as a coach, the unfounded rumours persisted. “Then 
people start believing.” 

As that Jack Adams moment arrived, he was already being pushed out of 
Buffalo, he says. “I was coaching the Buffalo Sabres, winning coach of 
the year, and all of a sudden, boom. It’s like somebody walked into the 
room and turned the lights off.” 

Just one offer for the coach of the year came in. It was from an old friend, 
Esposito, offering up a chance to coach the Tampa Bay Lightning. “I 
didn’t take it, and only for one reason — it was because of my two boys,” 
Ted says. “At the time, the [youth] hockey program down in Florida 
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wasn’t the best. And my oldest boy, he was an aspiring player. He 
wanted to play.” 

As Ted’s time in the hockey world went dark, the lights were switched on 
for Brandon’s. Just a couple years after that Sabres run came to an end, 
Ted’s son was heading south to begin his own trek towards the big 
leagues. But venturing out of Garden River — first to St. Catharines, 
Ont., and then to Oshawa — Brandon carried the lessons his father 
learned decades prior. “You learn the system a little bit, you learn what 
they’re looking for,” Ted says. “You learn you can’t be shy. I was the 
same way — they looked at me like I was shy, they’d think I didn’t care. It 
was totally different. It was just our upbringing, a way we are. When we 
speak to elders, we keep our head down. It’s not showing disrespect that 
you’re not looking at them. But they don’t know. 

“So, when I got my two boys, I said, ‘Brandon, you go into the coach’s 
room — when he talks to you, you look at him in the eye.’ He said, ‘Well 
Dad, isn’t that showing disrespect?’ I said, ‘No, in their world, you have to 
do that. If you don’t, they think you don’t care.’” 

There was something more foundational that Ted and Sandra passed 
down to Brandon, too. “In anything in life, whether it was hockey or 
school or really anything we were going to do, they taught us we had to 
work. We learned that at an early age,” Brandon says. So, when the 
young forward went on to play for the OHL’s Oshawa Generals and 
turned a solid rookie campaign into a point-a-game sophomore season, 
and then notched a dominant third year as the team’s leading goal-
scorer, he kept his focus on another benchmark. “I just remember 
working, working all the time, working my absolute hardest.” After each 
home game, the team would give out awards: three stars, player of the 
game — and the team’s hardest worker. “It was always my goal to win 
that hardest worker award,” he says. “I obviously love hockey, but there 
was something about working hard and pushing yourself to the absolute 
max, the grind of hockey, which I really fell in love with.” 

Despite the numbers, despite that grind mentality, the last stretch of his 
trek to the pro level had more starts and stops than expected. He heard 
his name called by the New Jersey Devils in the third round of the 2001 
NHL Draft, but wound up without a contract. He got another shot two 
years later, when the Vancouver Canucks tabbed him in the fourth round 
in 2003. He went to camp with an eye on impressing then-GM Brian 
Burke, hoping history wouldn’t repeat. He did enough to earn an AHL 
contract with the Manitoba Moose, but the going didn’t get any easier 
from there. “First year pro, it was really tough,” he says. “I didn’t play 
much. I probably got two or three shifts a game. Coming from junior 
hockey, where you’re playing probably close to half the game … you’re 
leaned on for every opportunity and every stressful situation that your 
team was in. Going to pro hockey and being on the fourth line, getting 
told to just get the puck deep, bang a body, and get off the ice.” 

Brandon was out of sorts in the limited role. Before that first year was up, 
Canucks brass demoted him to the ECHL. Ted told him to just keep 
pushing. “My father always said, ‘If it’s not working, you’re not working 
hard enough.’ So that was something I always had in the back of my 
mind,” Brandon remembers. But the hits just kept coming — when his 
three years with the Canucks organization were up, the club cut him 
loose. Without a contract, without much hope of being given a real shot in 
the AHL, he took a step back and took stock, eventually signing with the 
Vaxjo Lakers of Sweden’s second league. “I kind of gave up on my pro 
hockey in North America,” Brandon says, “on my dream of playing the 
NHL.” 

Once again, as one’s path in the game darkened, the lights turned on for 
the other. Back home, Ted had stepped away from hockey, focusing his 
energy on his Ted Nolan Foundation, giving out scholarships to First 
Nation women in honour of his mother. But the game pulled him back yet 
again. The Moncton Wildcats came calling; by the end of the year, Ted 
had led them to a Quebec Major Junior Hockey League championship. 
Then it was the New York Islanders on the phone, and a decade after his 
time in Buffalo came to an end, Ted was back in the NHL, back in the 
head coach’s chair. It was a newly appointed senior advisor to Islanders 
owner Charles Wang who’d suggested Ted as the club’s new coach, 
someone who’d seen his work firsthand, someone who understood better 
than anyone just how dedicated he was to his players: Pat LaFontaine. 

As Ted stepped back into the big leagues, Brandon rekindled his own 
NHL dream, signing with the AHL’s Bridgeport Sound Tigers. “I just 
remember coming back [to North America] and saying to myself, ‘I got to 

go all in here,’” Brandon remembers. “‘I’m 24 years old. I’m not going to 
get many more opportunities after this year. If I don’t play like I can, I’m 
probably going to have to retire.’” Leaving every bit of himself out on the 
sheet, he earned another AHL contract the next season, with the Albany 
River Rats. And there, something shifted. “I finally got my opportunity, 
and got a coach that believed in me, in Tom Rowe,” he says of Albany’s 
bench boss. “Someone who saw my potential. … I finally got that belief 
again.” 

Given a shot to show what he could truly do, Brandon thrived. He got 
more ice, got a bigger role. And with the calendar about to flip to his fifth 
year as a pro, he got that call. “Everything happened so fast,” he says. “I 
just remember having dinner, getting ready for tomorrow’s practice, and 
getting a call from my coach Tom Rowe saying, ‘The Carolina Hurricanes 
are going to call you soon, and you’re going to go up to the NHL.’ 

“It was just really emotional. It was just an amazing time. Because I 
worked my whole life to attain that goal and dream of playing in the NHL.” 

The next night, he was in a Hurricanes jersey for his big-league debut, 
lining up against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the same club has father had 
turned down in order to give him a chance at this very moment. Family 
and friends flew in. He slotted in on the third line, got eight minutes of ice, 
and tallied an assist on the Canes’ first goal of a 4-1 win. “It was 
absolutely amazing. It was like everything I dreamt of as a kid, just 
playing against the best players in the world,” he says. More than that, it 
was validation for all he’d poured into the journey to get there. “I’m 
definitely proud of the mental toughness I had to show,” he says. 
“Sometimes you’d definitely doubt yourself. You’d wonder if you’re good 
enough, if you’re ever going to get an opportunity. You know, ‘Maybe I’m 
just not skilled enough. Maybe I’m not big enough.’ All those things creep 
into your mind. … I’m just grateful for finding a coach that believed in 
me.” 

Exactly two months later, after six NHL appearances, Brandon suffered a 
devastating concussion in an AHL game against his former team, 
Bridgeport. 

“I was never able to play pro hockey again.” 

Brandon, top left, poses with 3Nolans players. 

L ike all the Nolans that came before him, the first seeds of Jordan’s love 
for the game were planted at home, in that backyard. “I just remember 
growing up in Garden River, my dad always making rinks, watering and 
packing down the snow with his feet,” he says. “Skating under the moon, 
some Christmas lights up on the back porch — I think that’s where I fell 
in love with the sport. Not so much competing, but really just skating 
outside and having that freedom.” 

And just as Ted’s love for the game grew by watching Rick, just as 
Brandon’s had by watching his dad, for Jordan, it was watching his older 
brother out on the ice that helped his flourish. “My mom and dad, we 
would drive up pretty much every weekend to watch him play,” Jordan 
says. Whether it was St. Catharines, Oshawa, or any other city hosting 
his brother’s squad, more often than not, Jordan was there in the stands 
cheering him on. “One time we drove up to Sudbury, just a night there 
and back — it was about a six-hour drive from where we were.” 

Though the game was in Jordan’s blood, the all-in mentality that drove 
his brother and father didn’t come naturally to him. “I was always a pretty 
laid-back kid,” he says. “It took me a while to kind of develop that 
intensity and that approach you need to take for the game when it does 
become serious.” The first wake-up call came on Day 1 of his Ontario 
Hockey League career, with the Erie Otters in 2005. “I showed up to 
[rookie] camp about 25 pounds overweight — and that wasn’t because I 
gained weight, it was just because that was the kind of kid I was,” he 
says with a chuckle. “You know, I had a stay-at-home mom who used to 
cook every dinner and bake me lots of treats. I never worked out before 
the OHL Draft.” 

Following Ted and Brandon’s examples and advice, Jordan dropped 20 
pounds over the next few months, making the Otters as an underager by 
the time the 2005-06 season rolled around. But life outside just didn’t 
stack up to life back home. “I definitely got a little homesick, so I came 
home after Christmas and played junior-B hockey in my hometown for 
the Falcons,” he says. “I just wanted to see my friends, my high school. 
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For me, at that point in my life, I wasn’t really trying to make the NHL — I 
never even thought about that.” 

He restarted his OHL career the next season, playing a couple years in 
Windsor. But it was in his fourth year of junior that he truly found his 
footing, when a trade sent him to a familiar club: the Soo Greyhounds. “I 
think I always knew I was a half-decent player. I think I always knew I 
would potentially be a pretty good pro player if I put in the time, changed 
my diet, maybe went to bed a little bit earlier on the weekend,” Jordan 
says. “But definitely my 19-year-old year, that was kind of an eye-opener 
for me. You know, I wasn’t drafted for two NHL Drafts. I was coming to 
the end of my OHL career. … I talked to my parents, talked to my 
brother, really just focused the whole summer on training, eating right, 
getting the proper rest. Just approaching the game as, ‘This is my last 
shot. This is my last opportunity to make that final push.’ … The L.A. 
Kings took me in the seventh round, and took a chance on me.” 

Lights on here, lights off there. While Jordan was getting his first taste of 
big-league life, back home, Brandon was still struggling with his being 
taken away a year earlier. He endured severe concussion symptoms for 
two years after that final game. Making matters worse, he had to balance 
his recovery with figuring out his next steps. “It was definitely really 
tough,” he says. “Having to retire from the game I love at the age of 25. 
Not knowing what I was going to do with my life.” By 27, he had a young 
family to think about, a child to provide for. He took a retail job, just to 
keep busy. But he had visions of something greater. 

Nearly the same age Ted had been when an injury ended his playing 
career, Brandon followed his dad’s footsteps once again, and went back 
to school. “I just realized I had to get educated,” he says. “Because I 
wanted something more with my life. I wanted to get an education. I 
wanted to do something. … I wanted to try and create something that 
was my own, or my family’s own.” He returned to Oshawa, signing up for 
Durham College’s business administration program. He moved on. “It 
was so hard and difficult, but to some degree it was kind of a blessing in 
disguise,” Brandon says. “Because it forced me to get out of the mindset 
of hockey, hockey, hockey, and look at the big picture of what I was 
going to do with my life.” 

“We want to create leaders for our next generations. We want our youth 
to know that you can really do anything that you want to do, but it does 
take hard work.” 

As Brandon was finding a new way forward, Jordan was working his own 
way up in Manchester, New Hampshire, suiting up for the Kings’ AHL 
affiliate. In February 2012, his own call came — although this one was 
routed through minor-league roommate, Dwight King. “Dwight got the call 
at about 6 a.m.,” Jordan remembers. “It was an off-day, so I was asleep 
in the next room, enjoying our day off. He came and knocked on my 
door, and he just told me that we both got called up, so we had to pack 
our bags.” 

With suitcases hastily pieced back together, they met the Kings on the 
road. The next night, Jordan made his NHL debut at the Islanders’ 
Nassau Coliseum, where his dad had made his NHL return just a few 
years earlier. “My mother was there, my brother flew in for the game. It 
was a pretty surreal moment,” Jordan says. “Because I remember flying 
to Tampa to watch my brother’s first game, and [now] he was right there 
supporting me.” 

Just four months later, after his 46th NHL game, Jordan was out on the 
ice at the Staples Center raising the Stanley Cup. “When I was younger, I 
never dreamed about lifting the Stanley Cup, or winning a 
championship,” he says. “I just loved playing the game. Loved hanging 
out with the guys, getting to know your teammates, and whatever came 
my way, I would deal with it. During that run, I was just living in the 
moment.” 

After all his father had endured, after all his brother had gone through, 
the youngest of the Nolans, following the path they’d laid out, earned the 
experience his family had been chasing for decades: Not the Stanley 
Cup, but the chance to play for the pure, uninhibited love of the game, 
the love all three of them felt in their bones back in Garden River, bathed 
in moonlight on the backyard rink. “It was definitely special, having my 
parents there on the ice, after that long journey,” Jordan says. 

A couple months later, he, Brandon and Ted were on that bridge, 
standing above Rick’s words, holding that trophy to the sky. “Bringing the 

Cup back to Garden River was definitely at the top of my list of things I 
wanted to do,” Jordan says. “Sharing it with the community that 
supported me and helped support my dad during his journey. We’ve 
always wanted to give back to Indigenous communities … the community 
that supported us our whole lives.” 

That day of celebration wouldn’t be their last. Jordan earned two more 
days with the Cup, winning again with the Kings in 2014, and once more 
with the St. Louis Blues in 2019. 

But where once it seemed the path for one of the Nolans dimmed as 
another lit, now the glow spilled over all three. Ted took a flyer on a 
plucky Latvian men’s national team, agreeing to sign on as head coach. 
He led the group all the way to the 2014 Olympic Games in Sochi, 
Russia, guiding his underdog squad to one of the wildest games of the 
tournament as they nearly took down the powerhouse Canadians in the 
quarter-finals. So impressive was his stint of international duty, it earned 
him a return to Buffalo’s bench as head coach of the Sabres, courtesy of 
a call from the team’s new president of hockey operations, LaFontaine. 

And amid all that on-ice revelry, off the ice, Brandon — finishing his 
program at Durham College, racking up academic awards along the way 
— had a vision. He saw his next chapter, his family’s next chapter. The 
Nolans had begun getting invites to share their stories at hockey schools. 
They’d seen one or two Indigenous kids at those camps staring up at 
them with pride. Remembering what it felt like to be surrounded by his 
community in his younger days on the ice, Brandon went to Ted and 
Jordan with an idea. “I said, ‘Let’s create our own. Let’s get out into our 
communities. Let’s work with our Indigenous youth.’” With that, the 
3Nolans First Nation Hockey School was born. 

“By, and for, Indigenous people.” 

From left: Brandon, Jordan, Lord Stanley and Ted. 

N ine years on, that first spark has grown into something beautiful. 
Starting small, a couple hockey camps put together each summer, the 
Nolans are now running eight to 12 a year. It’s carried them through 
countless communities across the country, from Enoch Cree Nation, 
Ochapowace Nation, and Cross Lake First Nation in the west, to 
Couchiching First Nation, Kashechewan First Nation and Uashat mak 
Mani-Utenam in the east, with more than a dozen other stops in between. 
It’s put them on the ice with more then 3,000 kids in total, to share their 
stories and all they’ve learned. 

It’s those lessons that remain the core of their work in each community 
they visit. While the kids get the chance to run drills with the former 
NHLers, while they get their own 3Nolans jersey and a day of 
scrimmages to show their stuff, there’s always one day set aside for a 
roundtable discussion. “Hockey is amazing, but at the end of the day, it’s 
a game. So, when we get to these communities, we do a lot of 
discussions on leadership, how to be a good person, how to give back to 
your community, how to be a leader in your community,” Brandon 
explains. 

“We want to create leaders for our next generations,” adds Jordan. “We 
want our youth to know that you can really do anything that you want to 
do, but it does take hard work. … We’re not trying to create the next 
future NHL players. We’re just trying to create good people.” 

Kieran Peltier helped organize the Nolans’ hockey camp in the North Bay 
Indigenous Hub earlier this year. The very first thing they created, he 
says, was a flurry of interest. “I threw that 3Nolans name on the poster 
and my phone didn’t stop ringing for two weeks,” he remembers with a 
laugh. More than 60 kids came out for the three-day camp, about three 
times the number Peltier usually sees for youth sports programs in the 
area. “What I really appreciated was how, just, real they were with 
everybody,” he says. “How they were just people, you know? There’s no 
looking down on people, there’s no ‘I’m better than you.’ They acted like 
that’s where they were meant to be. … And while they were out there, 
they didn’t hesitate to take time to just talk to a kid while they were 
skating by. In the beginning of practice, the pucks are on the ice, and 
they’re playing one-on-ones with kids, they’re doing one-timers with kids, 
they’re passing with kids, or they’re playing little games with the kids. I 
think that’s beautiful.” 

“Pride and belonging and identity is so important to us. It’s essential to 
our being. So, when we’re around our people, it’s healing.” 
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BJ Fitzpatrick has helped organize three visits from the Nolans to Fort 
McKay First Nation over the years, going back to 2018. They get about 
90 kids out to their sessions, so many they’re divided up into three age 
groups. “I always hear that it’s their favourite camp that comes up,” 
Fitzpatrick says of the kids. “A lot of times we don’t get the exposure to a 
lot of hockey camps in our little community of Fort McKay.” But the true 
gift isn’t just that hockey know-how, the on-ice instruction — it’s those 
stories. Those lessons learned from a long, winding journey. “It’s nice to 
see our kids gravitate towards other Indigenous people that are in that 
position, where they can share their knowledge and see their successes, 
and how they can translate that into their own lives,” Fitzpatrick says. 
“They can relate to the struggles that Brandon, Ted, and Jordan go 
through, just their different struggles throughout their careers. That 
carries a lot of weight when they come to these communities.” 

When the camp in North Bay wrapped up, Peltier was flooded with 
messages from parents — thankful for what their kids got to experience, 
thankful for what they experienced themselves, wondering when they’d 
get the chance again. And it wasn’t simply because their kids’ slapshots 
improved. “A lot of people expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to 
participate, but not only that — to be connected to other Indigenous 
people,” Peltier says. 

“Pride and belonging and identity is so important to us. It’s essential to 
our being. So, when we’re around our people, it’s healing.” 

Making it all happen, keeping the program running, hasn’t been easy. 
“Financially it’s hard sometimes,” Ted says. “Even getting pucks to some 
of our communities because of the weight restrictions on airplanes, and 
some of the costs of flights to get into some of these communities, it’s 
quite costly.” But they make it work, the program kept afloat by 
donations, partnerships with other programs, and their own dedication. 
Sportsnet broadcaster and former NHLer, Anthony Stewart, has lent the 
support of his own program, Hockey Equality, to the family. In May, 
Hockey Equality sponsored a 3Nolans all-Indigenous U-15 team for the 
annual Bauer Spring Shootout tournament, bringing the kids to Toronto, 
setting them up with hotels, meals, tournament registration, and custom 
jerseys. It was a proud moment for the Nolans, their young squad making 
it to the tournament’s final. More than that, seeing that team out on the 
ice, it was a sign of just how far the program has come. 

Ted on the ice with 3Nolans players. 

For Stewart, who’s worked with a number of different programs and 
organizers through Hockey Equality, it’s the Nolans’ limitless dedication 
that sets them apart. “It’s one thing just to talk about it, and maybe do it 
over Zoom, or send an email or a video,” he says. “But for them to travel 
on a plane, sometimes nine, 12 hours of traveling to get there, I think that 
really shows how important they are to the community.” 

For the Nolans themselves, it’s all been worth it just to be part of the 
communities they’ve visited. “Our First Nation communities, they’re all 
over — some are close to major cities, some are fly-in communities, 
some we have to take five connecting flights to get there,” Brandon says. 
“So, we really get to experience so many different Indigenous 
communities. And once we get there, I mean, it feels like home. 

“I would say 95 per cent of our hockey schools are all Indigenous, all 
First Nation. Sometimes we’ll go to a community and there’ll be non-
Indigenous kids there, which is awesome because it gives those non-
Indigenous kids an opportunity to be intermingled and to work with 
Indigenous kids that they may not know. It gives them an opportunity to 
work with our people, to create partnerships and to see we’re all just 
human beings, we’re all just playing the game that we love, and we need 
to all be respectful of everybody’s culture and upbringing. 

“But when we get those chances to go to a place that’s all Indigenous 
and all First Nation, there’s just something about it that’s truly special. 
We’ll go some places and some people don’t even play hockey, they just 
want to be a part of the program. They want to be a part of getting 
together with all the other Indigenous youth.” 

It’s the common thread that runs through each community they visit, adds 
Jordan, whether it has new facilities or old, 90 kids or 60 or even fewer. 
“What they all have similar is that they’re all excited for us to be there. 
They’re all excited to get out there and have some fun with their peers,” 
he says. “That’s really been the joy of it, watching all the First Nation 
youth get on the ice and really have some fun, and be free, and open up 

and tell us about the things that are going on in their life. That’s really the 
main thing for me, is just talking to these kids on a personal level, just 
getting to know them a little bit.” 

For his father, it’s been watching that connection that’s meant the most 
— watching his boys. “Sometimes it brings tears to your eyes,” Ted says. 
“I’ll take a little bit of credit, but I’ll give the majority of the credit to their 
mom, Sandra, who did a tremendous job raising those two boys into 
young men. We didn’t want to raise jocks. We wanted to raise good 
gentlemen that knew how to care about people. And to see them doing 
what they do now, and how much passion they have for it, it sure makes 
a dad proud. More proud than watching Jordan win the Stanley Cup. 

“That was a proud moment. But to watch him speak to a young group of 
First Nation kids? That’s way, way more powerful.” 

Aside from the change they’re trying to make, the game they’re trying to 
grow, that’s the other reason the Nolans have come to relish these trips 
around the country. Life’s gotten busy. All three have moved on from 
their hockey careers, Ted working with the Chiefs of Ontario, Brandon 
running the 3Nolans program while raising three kids, Jordan raising two 
of his own while working on youth programs for the Kings and training to 
become a firefighter. While their work brings communities together, it 
brings them together, too. It brings their stories together, three paths now 
merged into one, like streams flowing into that river back home. 

Where that path takes them, how their efforts and stories will be carried 
forward, remains to be seen. But those who’ve been there to see them 
work have no doubts about the effect they’re having. In Peltier’s eyes — 
his perspective shaped by his PhD research at Nipissing University, 
focused on improving the health of Indigenous youth through sport and 
physical activity — the impact of the Nolan family’s work reaches far 
beyond the ice: “The benefit of what they’re doing, it’s not only at a 
physical level, how it promotes health within the youth — but how it 
impacts their mental health, their emotional health, their spiritual health. 
How it impacts their connections to others, how it allows them to build 
confidence, to overcome barriers to sport, to physical activity, to 
education. How it impacts their identity, who they are, their sense of 
being, their ability to fit in and know themselves,” Peltier says. 

“They’re providing that starting point. They’re the ignition to the fire. And I 
would even say they are the fire now, because they’re freaking burning, 
you know? They’re growing. They’re doing well. … They’re opening 
doors for those youth to pursue other opportunities, other experiences. 

“Which is beautiful. It’s needed, and it’s important as all hell.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Extending Woodcroft's contract a no-brainer for Oilers: 
'Jay delivered' 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

June 22, 2022, 3:44 PM 

 

EDMONTON — As serial coaches John Tortorella, Pete DeBoer, Paul 
Maurice and even Bruce Cassidy played musical chairs across the 
National Hockey League, the Edmonton Oilers cemented their 45-year-
old, first-timer behind the bench for the next three years at least. 

Why? 

Here’s the simple reason: “Jay delivered,” said Oilers general manager 
Ken Holland on Wednesday. 

'Number one, Jay delivered:' Holland on why Woodcroft is right guy for 
Oilers 

There isn’t a functional NHL organization that doesn’t bring Woodcroft 
back after the work he did in 2021-22, posting the second-best winning 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 23, 2022 

 

percentage (.724) in the NHL since the day he was hired, Feb. 11, 
through season’s end. He delivered two playoff rounds, on a macro level, 
and on a micro level pressed the personnel buttons that showed he is in 
touch with his players and can effectively run a bench. 

Woodcroft paired a 22-year-old Evan Bouchard, whose first-half game 
was up and down, with a future Hall of Famer in Duncan Keith and the 
young Bouchard thrived. Then he — and the as-yet unsigned Dave 
Manson — made a shutdown pairing of Darnell Nurse and Cody Ceci 
that performed better than anyone would have thought it could. 

In Round 1, facing elimination in Game 6, Woodcroft tweaked his forward 
alignment and freed up Connor McDavid, winning the matchups on the 
road against the Los Angeles Kings. Then he put together a game plan 
that walked through the favoured Calgary Flames in a quick five games. 

“When I got the opportunity in February,” Woodcroft began on 
Wednesday, “Ken gave me that direction of, get us into the playoffs, win 
games and see what happens once we get there. For me at the time, that 
was really freeing.” 

What will Woodcroft do different with full season and offseason coaching 
the Oilers? 

So he tried some stuff, and almost all of it worked. 

Partly due to his time as the Oilers' AHL coach in Bakersfield, Woodcroft 
was great for young players like Ryan McLeod, Kailer Yamamoto and 
Bouchard. He also stuck with a struggling Jesse Puljujarvi longer than 
many coaches would have. 

That skill now shifts to the next crop of young players on cheap contracts 
— Stuart Skinner, Philip Broberg, Dylan Holloway, perhaps Markus 
Niemelainen — who will have to contribute to a winning team in the 
salary-cap era. 

It's a three-year contract that reportedly pays Woodcroft $2 million per 
season. He made no promises on assistant coaches Manson, Glen 
Gulutzan, Brian Wiseman and Dustin Schwartz, but will spend the next 
few days sorting that out. Manson’s a lock to be back. 

When Woodcroft returns in September it will not be as a last second 
replacement in the midst of a failing season, but as a full-time head 
coach with time to install his plans for the team. 

“You have the time to not only think about the things that are occurring at 
the highest levels in the NHL, the trends in the game, the tactics that are 
being used, and you have the time to digest how best to implement or 
teach those things,” he said. “I think what's important is to have a finger 
on the pulse of what's having success in the NHL today and where the 
NHL is going.” 

As a coach known for preparedness and details, having a full summer to 
execute his coaching plan should make the Oilers a somewhat more 
prepared team come fall. Because they were exactly that after only two 
months in Edmonton this past winter. 

Two moments that stood out to me occurred with 10 days of each other, 
the first on April 13, after a crushing 5-1 loss in Minnesota had left 
Edmonton with a 12-3-2 record in its past 17 games. Tyson Barrie gave 
us a look into the team’s psyche, with the playoffs less than three weeks 
away. 

“You look at the hockey we’ve played over the last two months, it’s been 
really solid,” Barrie said. “So, you know, you lose a game like that and 
you just have to recover. If it was flipped — if we were 3-12-2 — you'd be 
having some issues. But we’re a confident team, we know the type of 
hockey we can play, and when we’re playing it how we feel.” 

The following night the Oilers walked through Nashville 4-0, dominating 
the game from the opening puck drop to the final buzzer. 

Just over a week later, the cerebral Derek Ryan weighed in on the 
alterations that had occurred, with Woodcroft having spent two full 
months on the job. 

 “Structured. Detailed. Not getting rattled by giving up leads,” began 
Ryan. “The detail in our D-zone exits, our D-zone coverage, our neutral-
zone forecheck. Our O-zone forecheck … Just every little facet of the 
game.” 

Woodcroft sweats the details and lets his players in on why and what he 
is doing — something today’s player welcomes. 

“We’ve put a heavier emphasis on faceoffs, how we’re executing 
offensive-zone faceoffs, how we’re trying to get out of our own zone 
defensively, on D-zone faceoffs,” gushed Ryan. “Just every little detail in 
the game (is) especially huge as you come down the stretch and play in 
the playoffs. 

“Those details can win or lose your games, and I think that our team has 
gotten immeasurably better in all those little areas.” 

And they got better at winning games. In the end, that’s how an interim 
coach becomes a full-time coach. 

In the NHL, it always starts with a W. 
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TSN.CA / Federal government freezing Hockey Canada’s funding 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

The Canadian government is freezing Hockey Canada’s millions of 
dollars in federal funding until the organization signs up with a new 
federal agency that has the power to independently receive and 
investigate abuse complaints and issue sanctions for inappropriate 
behaviour, Minister of Sport Pascale St-Onge said in an interview on 
Wednesday. 

St-Onge announced the funding freeze two days after Hockey Canada 
president Scott Smith and outgoing chief executive Tom Renney testified 
before the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage about allegations 
made by a woman who said she was sexually assaulted by eight 
Canadian Hockey League players in 2018, at least some of whom played 
for Canada’s 2018 World Juniors team. 

“This is about changing a deeply entrenched culture, it’s not about simple 
Band-Aid solutions,” St-Onge said. 

The woman, who was not identified in court records, alleged players 
repeatedly sexually assaulted her in a London hotel room following a 
Hockey Canada golf tournament and gala event in June, 2018.  

Smith testified that after a $3.55 million lawsuit was launched in April 
against Hockey Canada, the national governing body liquidated some of 
its investments and settled the litigation within weeks. 

Hockey Canada received $14 million from the federal government in 
2020 and 2021, government records show, including $3.4 million in 
emergency COVID-19 subsidies. 

St-Onge said that Hockey Canada must also become a signatory to the 
new Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner, which began accepting 
abuse complaints related to Canada’s national sports teams two days 
ago on June 20. 

“I am going to use all the tools at my disposal to make sure that people 
are held accountable for what’s happening in hockey,” St-Onge said. 

To receive more funding, St-Onge said Hockey Canada must also 
publicly disclose the recommendations it received from Henein Hutchison 
LLP, a Toronto law firm hired by Hockey Canada to investigate the 
sexual abuse allegations. 

Hockey Canada will also be required to detail its plans to implement 
change within the organization, St-Onge said. 

A Hockey Canada spokeswoman did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 
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St-Onge said that Hockey Canada must also become a signatory to the 
Universal Code of Conduct to Prevent and Address Maltreatment in 
Sport (UCCMS) before its public funding is restored. By signing that code 
of conduct, Hockey Canada would relinquish control of abuse 
investigations to the new Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner, 
which began accepting abuse complaints related to Canada’s national 
sports teams two days ago on June 20. 

Sarah-Eve Pelletier, a former member of Canada’s national artistic 
swimming team, has been hired as the office’s first commissioner. 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is also scheduled to 
meet in private in Ottawa Wednesday afternoon to discuss holding 
additional public hearings and demanding evidence from Hockey Canada 
about the federation’s oversight of sexual abuse complaints and 
investigations. 

Hockey Canada is the first item on the standing committee’s agenda 
today, a source told TSN. 

“There is no doubt that we will be continuing with this study of Hockey 
Canada and likely having more hearings,” said Peter Julian, a committee 
member and New Democratic Party MP representing New Westminster-
Burnaby. 

“The question is when to do them. We want hearings to have a 
watershed impact and for Canadians to be engaged and interested and 
to watch. That may mean having more hearings in early fall.” 

Smith and Renney testified that players who attended the London gala 
were “strongly encouraged” but not required to cooperate with Henein 
Hutchison’s investigation. They said that neither the London police nor 
Henein Hutchison were able to identify the players who were allegedly 
involved in the incident. 

During their testimony on Monday, Smith declined to discuss two other 
sexual assault complaints that are currently being investigated by Hockey 
Canada and testified that the federation receives two or three sexual 
assault complaints per year. 

“That was the most disturbing revelation that we heard – that Hockey 
Canada has cases like this at a rate of one or two per year,” St-Onge 
said. “To me, this cannot be a standard business as usual for Hockey 
Canada, one of the most powerful sports organizations in Canada. That 
culture cannot be protected.” 

Julian said that he wants more information about Hockey Canada’s 
ongoing investigations. 

“[Smith] was unwilling to provide even a modicum of details around the 
investigations that are currently happening,” he said. “We still have more 
questions than answers and the answers we got on Monday were 
disturbing. I want an answer to what is being investigated now and to 
know who is doing the investigations.” 

If Henein Hutchison has been hired by Hockey Canada to investigate 
other claims, the committee may decide to ask the law firm’s 
investigators to testify, Julian said. 

John Nater, a Conservative MP representing Perth-Wellington, said that 
Smith and Renney did not provide clarity about how many of the 2018 
World Juniors team players who attended the London golf event were 
interviewed by Henein Hutchison investigators. 

Renney testified that events such as the golf tournament and gala are a 
"blurred" area for the federation's code of conduct because they are not 
on-ice activities. While Renney testified that four to six players were 
questioned by the Toronto law firm, Smith later testified that 12 or 13 
players, in fact, had been interviewed. 

“This was disrespectful to the committee,” Nater said in an interview. 
“This is a multi-million-dollar organization. They have a significant 
number of staff on their payroll, and the fact they didn't know how many 
players cooperated with the investigation, didn’t have that information at 
their fingertips, it was ridiculous.” 

Renney testified Monday that Henein Hutchison never delivered Hockey 
Canada a complete report and said that being forced to disclose an 
“incomplete report” would be a mistake. 

Nater said the standing committee should compel the production of the 
Henein Hutchison report as well as settlement agreements signed by 
Hockey Canada related to all abuse complaints.   

“We need to see that report and these agreements,” Nater said. 

The standing committee should have more details about the terms of the 
non-disclosure agreement signed by the alleged abuse survivor in the 
London case and other hockey abuse cases, he said. 

“If this is a situation where a non-disclosure agreement is being used to 
prevent a victim from speaking out, even down the road, I think that's 
unacceptable,” Nater said. 

Smith testified that Sport Canada was advised in 2018 about the alleged 
sexual assault in London. Nater said he wants more details about how 
government officials responded to that information. 

“We were all under the assumption that the government wasn't aware of 
these allegations back in 2018,” Nater said. “Now it's clear that at least a 
senior public servant did know. Whether that information went up to the 
sport minister or not is an important question. If it didn't, then that's a 
concern. And if it did, it's a concern for different reasons.” 

Several MPs said that they also want information about how many abuse 
complaints are received and investigated by provincial hockey 
federations across Canada. 

Anthony Housefather, a Liberal MP representing Mount Royal, said he 
was disappointed that Hockey Canada still has not changed its code of 
conduct to ensure that any Team Canada player be required to 
participate in investigations of alleged misconduct. 

“The fact they haven’t already put measures in place is beyond me,” 
Housefather said. “If I were Hockey Canada's communications 
department, I would be coming out with a statement very quickly about 
what they plan to do. I’d like to hear that they are going to re-open their 
investigation and come back to us and report on it once they’re done.” 
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USA TODAY / Colorado Avalanche push Tampa Bay Lightning to brink of 
elimination with overtime win 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

The Colorado Avalanche made two decisions before Wednesday night's 
Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

They inserted Nazem Kadri into the lineup for the first time since he had 
thumb surgery during the Western Conference final and they went back 
to goaltender Darcy Kuemper after he was pulled in Game 3. 

The moves paid off as Kuemper made 37 saves and started a play in 
overtime that Kadri finished off for a 3-2 victory. That gave the Avalanche 
a 3-1 series lead against the two-time defending champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Colorado can wrap up its first championship since 2001 with a victory at 
Denver’s Ball Arena on Friday (8 p.m. ET, ABC). 

The Avalanche overcame two one-goal deficits with fortuitous bounces, 
and Kadri's goal wasn't announced right away after he got around 
Lightning defenseman Mikhail Sergachev and wristed a shot past Andrei 
Vasilevskiy (34 saves). 

"I thought he might have had it," he told reporters, "so it was certainly a 
few seconds of confusion there. Then I saw everyone started bull-rushing 
the ice and that's when I knew it was confirmed."  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 23, 2022 

 

Kuemper gave up an Anthony Cirelli goal 36 seconds in, on a play on 
which he lost his mask, but he finished the first period with 16 saves as 
the Lightning pressed. 

Colorado's Nathan MacKinnon tied the game in the second period on the 
power play with a deflection off his skate for his first goal of the series 
and 12th of the playoffs. 

Defenseman Victor Hedman put Tampa Bay ahead 2-1 in the second 
period before Andrew Cogliano tied the game in the third period when 
Niko Sturm’s shot bounced in off him. 

Kadri, usually a No. 2 center, didn't take any faceoffs in the game. 

He's in the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in his career after 
suspensions derailed three previous playoff efforts. But the pending 
unrestricted free agent avoided controversy as he scored a career-best 
87 points in the regular season. 

He received threats in the second round after a collision that injured St. 
Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington then scored a hat trick in the 
next game. 

He had missed 18 days after the Edmonton Oilers' Evander Kane sent 
him crashing into the boards. Kadri had been slowly working his way 
back. 

"I've been waiting for this my whole life," he told ESPN, "so I figured I'd 
stop waiting and try to join the party." 

'A great job' by Avalanche's Kuemper 

Kuemper had been pulled in Game 3 after giving up five goals. He got 
the Game 4 assignment after a chat with coach Jared Bednar. 

"Our team believes in him. I believe in him," Bednar said. "I wanted to 
make sure he believed in himself, that he'd be able to go and bounce 
back and do the job. He sounded confident. I thought he did a great job 
for us tonight." 

Two Lightning players leave game 

Cirelli and defenseman Erik Cernak, who teamed up for the opening 
goal, both left the game in the second period. 

Cernak was hit by a MacKinnon shot during a power play. With the 
Lightning unable to clear the puck, he had to stay on the ice and left after 
MacKinnon scored. 

Cirelli appeared to be cut by teammate Alex Killorn's skate and quickly 
left the ice surface. 

Cirelli skated a regular shift in the third period and overtime, though 
Cernak didn't play, leaving the Lightning with five defensemen down the 
stretch. 
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USA TODAY / Vancouver Canucks staffer, Seattle Kraken fan who saved 
his life reunite at NHL awards ceremony 

 

STEVE GARDNER   | USA TODAY 

 

The biggest moment every year at the NHL awards ceremony is the 
presentation of the Hart Trophy to the league's MVP. That was the case 
again on Tuesday night, but it wasn't because of who won the award 
(Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews), it was because of who 
presented it. 

Vancouver Canucks assistant equipment manager Brian "Red" Hamilton 
appeared on stage in Tampa with Nadia Popovici -- the aspiring medical 

school student who noticed a potentially cancerous mole on Hamilton's 
neck during an Oct. 23 game in Seattle. 

"Nadia is my MVP," Hamilton said. “I cannot thank this amazing woman 
enough for saving my life.” 

Thanks to Popovici's warning while she was behind the bench, Hamilton 
had the mole examined. Doctors determined it was indeed cancerous, 
and it was removed. Had it gone unnoticed, it could have been fatal.  

“Brian, when I first showed you that message on my phone, we were 
strangers,” Popovici said during their introductory remarks. “But now, it 
feels like we’re family.” 

Hamilton originally didn't know Popovici's identity when she alerted him 
to the potential health scare she recognized from her volunteer work at 
hospitals, so the Canucks put out a call on social media to find her and 
thank her. 

The two first met in person when the Canucks returned to Seattle in 
January. The teams gave Popovici a $10,000 scholarship to medical 
school as a token of their appreciation. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.23.2022 

1203953 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Avalanche turn to old friend whose son won with Lightning 
to guide them through Stanley Cup Final 

 

PARKER GABRIEL   | USA TODAY 

 

DENVER — Joe Sakic knows what winning the Stanley Cup in Denver 
looks like. 

He captained the Colorado Avalanche in both of the franchise’s 
championship seasons – 1996 and 2001 – and has spent the past 11 
years working in the front office, including nine as general manager. 

So what did the most prominent figure in franchise history do when his 
team punched its ticket to the 2022 Stanley Cup Final by sweeping the 
Edmonton Oilers in the Western Conference final? 

He reached out to Charlotte Grahame, his former vice president of 
hockey administration and one of the only people with a similar depth of 
history with the organization, and asked for an assist.   

 “Joe called me after Edmonton and said, ‘Listen, there might be one 
other person that was here in 2001 and we just haven’t been through the 
finals yet. Would you come back and help us out?’” Grahame told USA 
TODAY Sports. 

Of course she said yes. How could she not? Grahame worked for the 
Avalanche from the day the franchise arrived in Denver in 1995 until 
officially retiring on Jan. 1, 2022. Six months later, here she is for a 
couple of weeks as the Avs lead the series against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning 2-1, pitching in where she can on logistics and imparting 
wisdom and guidance along the way. 

“It’s pretty exciting,” she said. “I said to some of the staff that I saw that I 
hope you get to have the great experiences and great memories that I 
got to have. We kind of went around the group and we talked about what 
they’re looking forward to and I said, ‘This is honestly what I want for all 
of you is the ability to have the great memories and the great 
relationships that I got to have.’ 

“It’s a grind, it’s a huge grind, but it’s pretty remarkable and worth it all.” 

Family business 

Charlotte began her career in sports working for the Denver Nuggets in 
the early 1990s, but was part of the team that helped Pierre Lacroix, the 
president and general manager of the Quebec Nordiques, navigate the 
process of moving the franchise to Colorado. 
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She spotted an opportunity. 

“I’m really not a basketball person,” she said. “At the time, I knew of 
Pierre and he knew of me, so when he came in, the first day I said, ‘Mr. 
Lacroix, I’m really better suited in hockey, do you need any help?’ And he 
looked at me and he was really, he was like, ‘Hmmm, let me think about 
that.’ He said he wanted to hire someone locally. 

“He hired me that day, on the spot, and the rest is history.” 

Grahame wasn’t just better suited for hockey, she was already 
essentially fully immersed in the sport. 

In May 1974, she married Ron Grahame, after he wrapped up a 
decorated collegiate goaltending career for the University of Denver. Ron 
began his professional career in the World Hockey Association, where 
the couple forged a close friendship with Houston Aeros teammate 
Gordie Howe, who is considered one of hockey's greats. 

“So Gordie Howe and Colleen Howe and the Howe family, they’re the 
ones that taught us how to be professionals, how to respect the game,” 
Charlotte said. “For that, that was the greatest thrill of our lives.” 

Ron logged four years in the WHA and four more in the NHL and then 
the couple settled in Denver after his playing days ended. He returned to 
his alma mater in 1982 for roles on the coaching staff, administration and 
athletic director before retiring in 2020. 

Along the way, the Grahames raised a pair of goaltenders in sons John 
and Jason while leaving their marks on their respective hockey 
organizations. DU won three national titles while Ron was in 
administration and just added another in April. Charlotte was on the 
Avalanche's staff for both championships.    

“They’re super impactful, almost titans in a sense, of hockey in this 
community given the success that both organizations have had during 
their time with them,” said David Carle, DU’s fourth-year head coach and 
former Pioneers player. “They’re very humble people, will not take any 
credit at all, but there’s no doubt they’ve helped shape what hockey looks 
like in this city and in the state of Colorado based on what they’ve given 
in their lives to both the University of Denver and the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

“You look to foundational people and key cogs to make the current 
experience what it is for players with the Avalanche and players at DU, 
you don’t have to look much further than the Grahames.” 

‘This will be history’ 

Charlotte Grahame says one of her favorite parts about her job was that 
she got to work with virtually every part of the organization. She sat with 
Lacroix on a nightly basis and still marvels at the way he saw the game, 
but she also touched the business side and the marketing staff and 
everybody in between. 

“Her intelligence and experience from all aspects of the hockey world and 
being the glue for the organization as she spent more time there and got 
more responsibility, she just kind of exudes that confidence and business 
acumen and people really like being around her,” said John Grahame, 
who was playing for the Boston Bruins when Colorado won the 
championship in 2001. “We always say, we have some pretty athletic 
individuals in our family and my mom would say she’s the least athletic, 
but probably the most successful in the sports world from the business 
side and the management side. 

“It’s something to be really looked at as an impressive, impressive feat.” 

That summer, Charlotte was in the process of finalizing the list of players 
and executives to be engraved on the Stanley Cup when Lacroix told her 
that that one was missing: Hers. 

“Oh, I’m not a crier, but I know I did,” she said.   

She became the 10th woman to have her name etched on the Cup, a 
group that has grown but still numbers only 17.   

“In 1996, I did not have my name on the Cup and I hadn’t earned that. 
There was nothing about it that I earned,” she said, explaining the swell 
of emotion in 2001. “It wasn’t about the fact that (there aren’t many) 
women were on the Cup, it was more about the fact that (Lacroix) 
included me on it.” 

In 2004, John’s turn arrived as a backup goaltender for the Lightning. 
Charlotte had been through the rigors and stress of a title run as a team 
executive, but not as a mom. 

“It’s entirely different to be on the parent side of it and be sitting in the 
stands and it’s Game 7,” she said. 

After the Lightning beat Calgary 2-1 in the deciding game, Charlotte 
headed down to rink level and ran into Phil Pritchard, the Hockey Hall of 
Fame employee known as the Keeper of the Cup.   

“Phil looked at me and said, ‘This will be history,’” she said. 

Charlotte and John became the first – and still only – mother/son duo, 
where the son is a player, to have their names adorn the Cup together. 

“It’s something I’m so proud of, in part because my husband, Ron, 
worked so hard in the game,” Charlotte said. “It’s timing, it’s all the things, 
I’m so fortunate and privileged. The Grahame family name is on the Cup. 
It doesn’t matter which first name it is. 

“We’re just fortunate that the Grahame family name is on the Cup.” 

‘Avs through and through’ 

John Grahame settled in Denver with his wife, Niki, after his own playing 
career ended. They have sons aged 8, 7 and 5 who, despite best efforts, 
are already gravitating toward the net. 

“We joke about it that, the last thing we want is another goalie,” he said. 

He and Jason coach youth hockey in town and he’s the co-founder of 
Denver-based TriSearch, a recruiting firm. 

He’s a Colorado guy, raised here and now raising kids here. 

But he won the Cup with the Lightning, the franchise standing between 
the Avalanche and a return to glory. 

So, who is he rooting for? Tampa or mom? 

“We’ve been having a good time at my house talking about that,” he said 
with a laugh. “My mom’s connection and just  being born in Denver and 
knowing what the Avalanche have done for the sport of hockey here in 
Colorado, you have to cheer for that. That’s definitely something that 
we’re doing, but in the same turn, you always have the allegiance (to the 
team) that you had success with. 

“I’m quietly rooting for both, but being able to see that three-peat and the 
team you had success with, there’s always a special place in your heart, 
for sure.” 

There is no such split loyalty for Charlotte.   

“She’s Avs through and through,” John said. 

“I’ll tell you what, I think that Pierre will be smiling down and Joe (Sakic), 
I’d be thrilled for the staff,” Charlotte said. “I remember (New York 
Islanders general manager) Lou Lamoriello said to us one year, ‘It’s just 
our turn now.’ 

“And I think that’s it. It’s our turn now.” 
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