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Chicago Wolves, the Carolina Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate, are 2022 Calder Cup champions 

By Chip Alexander 

It took three years but the American Hockey League has 
another Calder Cup champion, and again it’s the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ affiliate. 

The Chicago Wolves closed out the 2022 Calder Cup finals 
on Saturday with a 4-0 victory over the Springfield 
Thunderbirds in Springfield, Massachusetts. Goalie Alex 
Lyon had 28 saves and Wolves forward Josh Leivo was 
named the playoffs MVP as Chicago won the best-of-seven 
series in five games. 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Calder Cup was 
last awarded in 2019. The Charlotte Checkers, then the 
Canes’ AHL affiliate, won the championship that season. 

That Checkers team included forwards Martin Necas and 
Steven Lorentz, defensemen Haydn Fleury and Jake Bean, 
and goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic. All eventually spent time in 
the NHL with the Canes. 

One link to both championship teams is Andrew Poturalski. 
The forward was the Checkers’ leading scorer in 2018-19 
and had a team-leading 101 points in 71 games this season 
for the Wolves, then 23 points in the 18 playoff games. 

Another tie: Wolves coach Ryan Warsofsky. An assistant 
coach on Mike Vellucci’s Checkers staff in 2019, he became 

at 34 the youngest coach to win a Calder Cup since Peter 
Laviolette in 1999 with the Providence Bruins. 

Poturalski and Leivo, who had 15 goals and 29 points in the 
playoffs, played a couple of games for the Canes this 
season, as did center Jack Drury, another playoff star. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield had 16 games with the Canes. 

Another was goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, who was reassigned to 
the Wolves after the Canes were knocked out of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

Kochetkov and Lyon, who had two games with the Canes 
this season, split the goaltending in the Calder Cup playoffs 
– Lyon going 9-3 in 12 games and Kochetkov 5-1. Both had 
shutouts in the final, Kochetkov in net for a 4-0 win in Game 
3. 

Chicago, which signed a three-year affiliation agreement with 
Carolina in September 2020, was 14-4 in the playoffs after 
winning 50 games and topping the AHL with 110 points in 
the regular season. The Wolves lost the opening game of the 
final to Springfield in overtime, then swept the next four 
games. 

“I think you have to play for each other and you have to want 
something bigger than yourself,” Warsofsky said after the 
game.
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Here’s what the Carolina Hurricanes’ roster and lineup might look like in 2022-23 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has said he 
likes to mull over potential lineups during the offseason, 
mixing and matching players. 

So do Canes fans. 

With NHL free agency still a few weeks away, and with 
contract and trade decisions still to be made by Canes 
management, it’s a good time to muse about next season’s 
lineup, and how it could look. Just guesstimates, of course, 
but why not? 

Here’s a stab at it: 

Forwards 

Andrei Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Seth Jarvis 

Teuvo Teravainen-Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Martin Necas 

Nino Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 

Steven Lorentz-Jack Drury-Jordan Martinook 

Defensemen 

Jaccob Slavin-Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole-Jalen Chatfield 

Goalies 

Frederik Andersen 

Antti Raanta 

Free Agent Assumptions 

That’s the “status quo lineup,” minus a major trade or free-
agent acquisition that president and general manager Don 
Waddell might be cooking up that could shake things up. And 
some big assumptions obviously are being made. 

One is that center Vincent Trocheck could leave in free 
agency. 

Brind’Amour admires Trocheck’s gritty style of play, saying 
after the season, “We want to get ‘Tro’ back … that’s a 
priority.” Trocheck, in turn, said he’d like to return to 
complete some “unfinished business” after the Canes’ 
second-round exit in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But Trocheck, an unrestricted free agent, could get a 
contract offer elsewhere that he can’t refuse, and the Canes 
could decide not to match — that’s NHL business. 

Another assumption is that the Canes will re-sign 
Niederreiter, like Trocheck a UFA, and keep the Staal line 
together. Suffice it to say Brind’Amour likely does not mull 
over breaking up the Staal line. 

One guess is that the Canes will come to contract terms with 
DeAngelo, a restricted free agent. Some serious work needs 

to be done but the Canes want to keep a D-man who had 51 
points and quarterbacks the top power-play unit. 

They also could bring back Cole, a two-time Stanley Cup 
winner with Pittsburgh who fit in well this season with 
Carolina. And if not Cole, another UFA with experience. 

Banking on Kotkaniemi 

Is Kotkaniemi ready for a bigger role? The Canes obviously 
believe he is, first acquiring the Finnish center with an offer 
sheet to the Montreal Canadiens — at a price of $6.1 million 
last season — and then signing him in March to an eight-
year contract with an annual average payout of $4.82 million. 

That’s quite a commitment. Kotkaniemi, who will be 22 on 
July 6, had 12 goals and 29 points in 66 games last season, 
albeit averaging 12 minutes of ice time and often used as the 
fourth-line center. His playoff performance with the Canes: 
two assists in 14 games, and that after scoring five goals in 
19 playoff games for Montreal in 2021. 

“There were a lot of ups and downs, I feel,” Kotkaniemi said 
in analyzing his season during his exit interview. “I feel I’m 
ready for bigger minutes but I’ll take whatever they give me. 
The competition here is really hard. I need to be ready when 
I come to (preseason) camp and be ready to compete.” 

Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi has “huge potential” and added 
“there’s a lot there.” They’ll be counting on that next season. 

Up and Coming 

Looking to make the jump from the American Hockey 
League will be Drury and Chatfield after the Chicago Wolves’ 
run to the Calder Cup championship. 

Drury, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2018, had a 
cameo appearance with the Canes this past season. Making 
his NHL debut Dec. 16 against Detroit, he scored and was 
named the game’s first star. He also scored in his second 
game, against the Kings, before being reassigned to the 
Wolves. 

Drury, 22, had solid numbers with the Wolves in the regular 
season – 20 goals, 32 assists in 68 games – and had nine 
goals and 15 assists (24 points) in the Wolves’ 18 playoff 
games. 

Chatfield, who already had NHL experience with Vancouver, 
got in 16 games with the Canes this season, the last in mid-
March. Mobile and physical, he’s a right-shot D-man who 
appears ready to push for a lineup spot with Carolina. 

An X-factor on defense could be veteran Jake Gardiner, who 
was sidelined this past season after hip and back surgery but 
has been medically cleared to return. Gardiner’s playing 
status will be determined by his offseason conditioning and 
then play in preseason camp. 

All that said, Waddell will have the final say — likely with 
Brind’Amour in his ear.
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2022 NHL Draft: What is each team’s biggest need? 

By Corey Pronman 

Today we look at each NHL team’s biggest need going into 
the 2022 NHL Draft.  

Biggest need, in this context, doesn’t mean the immediate 
need on the big club’s roster. This is not about filling needs 
for the 2022-23 NHL season. The purpose of this from an 
NHL Draft perspective is to examine a club’s entire depth 
chart at the NHL and prospect level and project their needs 
over the next few years.  

Anaheim Ducks: Defenseman 

The Ducks have some excellent young defensemen in their 
system, with Jamie Drysdale on the path to becoming a top-
flight player and Olen Zellweger looking great in junior. After 
dealing Josh Manson and Hampus Lindholm though, there is 
a pressing need for more top-four defense talent on the 
team. 

Arizona Coyotes: Center 

Any look at the four centers the Coyotes were starting on any 
given night would probably lead you to the same conclusion: 
This organization needs more down the middle. I still like 
Barrett Hayton, but the Coyotes need a lot more around him. 
It helps there will probably be a very good center available at 
the No. 3 pick. 

Boston Bruins: Defenseman 

In terms of what the big club needs right now, I would lean 
toward a center, but the Bruins do at least have John 
Beecher coming and I think you could get some games out 
of Brett Harrison too. On defense, there’s very little on the 
way. Maybe you can turn Mason Lohrei into an NHL player, 
but it’s not a sure thing, and other than him there’s not much. 

Buffalo Sabres: Center 

The Sabres have a deep farm system so there’s no pressing, 
glaring need, but in a post-Jack Eichel world, center is the 
need I would single out — particularly another high-echelon 
center. They have a bunch of good pieces between Peyton 
Krebs, Casey Mittelstadt and Dylan Cozens who could 
possibly be those solutions, but it couldn’t hurt to add more. 

Calgary Flames: Defenseman 

The Flames have used a lot of their high picks in recent 
years to add talented forwards such as Matt Coronato, 
Connor Zary and Jakob Pelletier. They have some decent 
defense prospects but there is a glaring need for more talent 
at that position, especially given that Juuso Valimaki has yet 
to take that big step forward in his development. 

Carolina Hurricanes: Center 

Carolina has had a ton of draft picks over the last few years, 
so there’s no pressing need in their system. I highlighted 

center because while they have some good forward 
prospects, some of which are listed as centers, they 
realistically don’t have many prospects that project as legit 
top-three-line NHL centers and a lot of their listed centers 
may get pushed to the wing in the NHL. 

Chicago Blackhawks: Defenseman 

I could have gone in several directions for Chicago’s biggest 
need but chose defense. I did so because after trading Adam 
Boqvist and Henri Jokiharju, and after several of their other 
high defense picks in recent years not developing as 
planned, there’s very little coming from that position in the 
pipeline. 

Colorado Avalanche: Goaltender 

I was tempted to say defense here after Colorado traded 
Justin Barron and Drew Helleson at the deadline, but they 
still have Bowen Byram who will be a great NHL player, and 
Sean Behrens had a strong year in college. Their top goalie 
prospect is Justus Annunen who has good size but has been 
just okay as a pro, and they could realistically use another 
option in case he doesn’t pan out. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Defenseman 

Columbus did a great job last year adding to a key need up 
front and particularly down the middle by taking Kent 
Johnson and Cole Sillinger high in the draft. Now, the 
attention turns to the blue line. Columbus has only used 
one top-two-round pick on a defenseman since Andrew 
Peeke in 2016, and it shows when you look through their 
reserve list 

Dallas Stars: Defenseman 

I wouldn’t call this need for Dallas pressing — obviously they 
have Miro Heiskanen on the big club who’s still quite young, 
and I think Thomas Harley will be very good in time, too. This 
is a position they could use more depth at though because 
after those two there isn’t much on the way other than maybe 
Artem Grushnikov. 

Detroit Red Wings: Center 

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before, Wings fans. The 
Wings have done a very good job building up their blue line 
through the draft and adding a quality goalie in Sebastian 
Cossa, but given the so-so development of former top center 
pick Michael Rasmussen, this has become a clear position of 
need for the Wings to address. 

Edmonton Oilers: Goaltender 

The Oilers have a clear present need for a quality starting 
goalie, but that need won’t be addressed by this draft, given 
how long you’ll be waiting for even the best netminder. That 
said, their system also lacks a clear goalie of the future. 
Stuart Skinner held up well in a trial run, but he’s no sure 
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thing, so adding more depth at this position seems like a 
priority for this organization. 

Florida Panthers: Defenseman 

Florida’s system isn’t that deep and they don’t have many 
picks, but they do have several good, young forwards and 
Spencer Knight in net. They have very little coming on the 
blue line. I like Evan Nause but they need a lot more than 
just him. 

Los Angeles Kings: Goaltender 

The Kings have a deep organization of young talent at most 
positions including premium positions of center and defense. 
The one they do lack is a clear goalie of the future. This may 
not be the draft class to address that, but it could be worth 
taking a swing on at least one goalie.  

Minnesota Wild: Center  

Minnesota has done well drafting premium positions of 
center, defense and goalie in recent years. After watching 
Jack McBain walk and seeing Marat Khusnutdinov re-sign 
with his KHL team, a little more depth down the middle would 
be nice to add to the organization.  

Montreal Canadiens: Center 

I think you could easily argue center or goalie for Montreal 
here. After the disappointing development of No. 3 pick 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Ryan Poehling becoming a solid but 
not great player, they could use more quality depth down the 
middle.  

Nashville Predators: Defenseman 

After being known as a defense factory for years, Nashville 
has invested more of their draft capital recently at forward 
and in net. Their system has little coming on the blue line 
and you have to imagine this draft they look to address that.  

New Jersey Devils: Goaltender 

The Devils have had a ton of picks in recent years and have 
addressed a lot of critical needs in the draft, but the one 
position they still need to fill is a clear goalie of the future if 
Mackenzie Blackwood can’t be that guy. It’s possible Nico 
Daws or Akira Schmid could be, that but they’re not sure 
things.  

New York Islanders: Defenseman  

The Islanders have a lot of needs in their system so I could 
have gone in a bunch of different directions here. Noah 
Dobson looks great on the blue line, but after him it’s bleak. 
Maybe Robin Salo plays, but he’s not a guarantee.  

New York Rangers: Center 

The Rangers have picked often and high in recent years so 
their stable of young talent is in a good position with depth 
and quality. The one thing they could really use though is 
more depth down the middle. The positive playoffs from Filip 
Chytil is reassuring but there’s almost nothing coming from 
outside the NHL.  

Ottawa Senators: Defenseman 

Ottawa has a very good farm system and young players on 
the NHL club so I don’t really see a clear need at any one 
position. But if I had to pick one, it would be the blue line. 
The obvious caveat is Jake Sanderson is an elite defense 
prospect, and they have several other good defense 
prospects coming too. If I were to compare the young depth 
between the Sens forwards and blueliners, they could use 
one or two more quality blue-line prospects to play alongside 
Sanderson and Thomas Chabot. Lassi Thomson or Jacob 
Bernard-Docker could be that, but if they can’t, more depth 
doesn’t hurt.  

Philadelphia Flyers: Center 

The Flyers have several clear needs, but there are little 
answers in the current organization as to who their centers of 
the future are. In a post-Claude Giroux era, that is a position 
that needs a ton of help.  

Pittsburgh Penguins: Defenseman  

The Penguins have had few draft picks in recent years and 
the picks they have made haven’t developed all that well. I 
could have easily gone with center here, but the lack of 
defense prospects in their pipeline is striking.  

St. Louis Blues: Defenseman  

The Blues haven’t had or kept many high picks recently, but 
you have to like the progress of top forward picks Zachary 
Bolduc and Jake Neighbours, and obviously Robert Thomas 
has flourished on the big club. On the back end, there’s less 
quality depth coming, and so it should be an area they look 
to address.  

San Jose Sharks: Goaltender 

San Jose has some young players at defense, wing and 
center, especially if William Eklund can play the middle. I like 
Benjamin Gaudreau but he had a so-so season so it’s not 
clear if he, or anyone else in the pipeline, is the Sharks’ 
goalie of the future.  

Seattle Kraken: Depth 

Having gone through only one NHL Draft with only seven 
picks, Seattle’s farm system is quite thin. Matty Beniers is 
great, and both Ryker Evans and Ryan Winterton look like 
solid NHL prospects, but they just need a lot more players.  

Tampa Bay Lightning: Scoring forwards  

Tampa hasn’t picked much or high in recent seasons so the 
farm is understandably thin with various needs. I could have 
picked center here, but I do like Jack Finley enough to think 
he’ll play. Looking through their pipeline, Tampa has a lot of 
hard-working forwards, but there isn’t a ton of skill coming, 
nor guys who can project to score a lot as pros.  

Toronto Maple Leafs: Center 

Roni Hirvonen is a solid prospect who I think will play in the 
NHL. He’s played the middle before, but I don’t think he’s a 
lock to be an NHL pivot, and after him there isn’t a whole lot 
else coming up for Toronto down the middle.  

Vancouver Canucks: Center 
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The Canucks haven’t had many high picks in the last two 
years so they have several needs, but if I had to pick one it 
would be center. Yes, they have some very good centers on 
the NHL team, but there’s no obvious next guy up in the 
scenario any of them need to be replaced.  

Vegas Golden Knights: Center 

Vegas has a couple of good wing and defense prospects, but 
they lack depth in goal and particularly down the middle 
unless Ivan Morozov really hits. I’m not ruling out Nolan 
Patrick turning it around to an extent, but regardless, they 
could use more quality depth at center in the pipeline.  

Washington Capitals: Goaltender  

Washington’s need for a goaltender was well documented 
after a team .899 save percentage on the season. There is a 
lack of a next clear guy coming from the system as well. It’s 
always possible Ilya Samsonov bounces back due to his age 
and talent, though.  

Winnipeg Jets: Center 

I picked center as the position of need for the Jets — 
however, if someone like a Chaz Lucius were to find a way to 
play the middle as a pro to go with David Gustafsson, then 
that would alleviate their needs to an extent. Barring that, 
getting more depth down the middle stands out as their 
biggest need going into the draft.

 

 
 

Chicago Wolves Win Calder Cup 

Canes become first NHL club to have their affiliate win back-
to-back championships since 2010 

By Walt Ruff 

SPRINGFIELD, MA. - The Chicago Wolves, American 
Hockey League affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes, won the 
Calder Cup Saturday night, closing out the Springfield 
Thunderbirds in five games. 

The championship marks the second consecutive Calder 
Cup to be won by the Canes AHL affiliate, as the Charlotte 
Checkers brought home the trophy in 2019 before COVID-19 
washed away opportunities to crown a champion in both 
2020 and 2021. 

Chicago's roster featured 24 players currently under contract 
with Carolina, including forward Josh Leivo, who was named 
Most Valuable Player of the Calder Cup Playoffs. The 

veteran winger led all skaters with his 15 goals and 29 
points. 

Forward Jack Drury had 24 points in 18 games, the most by 
any rookie in the Calder Cup Playoffs. The 24 points are also 
the most in any playoffs by a first-year player since Jamie 
Benn had 26 in 24 games for Texas in 2010. 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov published a record of 5-1-0 with 
a .950 save percentage and two shutouts after returning to 
the team following the conclusion of the Canes postseason 
run. 

Head Coach Ryan Warsofsky guided the group, after also 
successfully doing so with Charlotte in 2019.  

Carolina now becomes the first NHL organization to have 
their AHL affiliate win back-to-back Calder Cups since 
Washington did so with Hershey in both 2009 & 2010.
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Chicago Wolves Win 2022 Calder Cup in Five Games 

The top affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes, the Chicago 
Wolves, won the 2022 Calder Cup with a 4-0 win over 
Springfield on Saturday. 

By Steven Ellis 

The Chicago Wolves have won its third Calder Cup trophy 
and first since 2008 after beating the Springfield 
Thunderbirds 4-0 in Game 5 of the AHL championship 
series. 

It marked the first AHL title awarded in the COVID-19 era, 
with the 2020 and 2021 championships not taking place. The 
Wolves -- serving as the AHL affiliate of the Carolina 
Hurricanes for the first time -- went 14-4 in the playoffs, with 
former NHL forward Josh Leivo winning the playoff MVP 

award with 15 goals and 29 points in 18 games -- a higher 
total than anyone over the past 14 years. 

The Wolves are the third Hurricanes affiliate to win the 
Calder Cup, joining Charlotte back in 2019 and the old 
Springfield Indians in 1991. 

Stefan Noesen (25 points), Jack Drury (24) and Andrew 
Poturalski (23) were other key components of the playoff run, 
while Alex Lyon was the goalie of record to close out the 
series. 

The Wolves beat the Rockford IceHogs, the Milwaukee 
Admirals and the Stockton Heat to get to the final. The 
Thunderbirds won Game 1, but the Wolves went the rest of 
the way to finish off the season.
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Impending UFAs who make sense for Canes 

Let’s take a look at the upcoming free agent market to 
identity fits that would make sense in Raleigh. 

By AlexOhari 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been no strangers to roster 
turnover over the past few seasons, and I would expect that 
trend to continue this summer after a season where the team 
failed to meet (albeit lofty) expectations. 

With the future of so many key pieces in question — 
including the likes of Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck and 
Tony DeAngelo, the Hurricanes are sure to continue the 
trend of cycling through effective players. Without further 
ado, let’s examine some potential options that could entice 
the team in free agency! 

Filip Forsberg: I think it’s pretty apparent to any avid watcher 
of Hurricanes hockey last year, that the main biggest piece 
the team was missing was a pure, lethal finisher. Forsberg, 
who scored 40 goals last year, fits that mold. A right-shot 
winger with a wicked release and a nose for the net, he 
would be a seamless fit with a group where the likes of 
Teuvo Teravainen would be feeding him passes. He’s set to 
be an unrestricted free agent next month; so he could come 
to Raleigh as a coveted “free” asset. The biggest question 
with Forsberg is price — he’ll surely command max-length 
term and a hefty AAV. He’ll be 28 in August, so he definitely 
has some good years left; it’s just hard to gauge just how 
many — and how many teams may be involved in the 
bidding war. 

Nazem Kadri: Straight off the bat, let me say the chances of 
Kadri ending up in Carolina is extremely thin — but man, can 
you imagine a better fit? As a pesky, annoying do-it-all 
center, he would be an amazing fit behind Sebastian Aho in 
that 2C role. He’s coming off a career-best season and, 
despite facing his 32nd birthday in October, has shown zero 
signs of slowing down. He would bring a dynamic presence 
that the Hurricanes have lacked for years, and could play in 
all situations for the team. Unfortunately, he won’t come 
cheap and the competition for him will be fierce. He might be 
the best fit for this group on paper, but the presence of both 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the free agent market makes this 
signing an extreme longshot. 

Valeri Nichushkin: If the Hurricanes are unable to sign Nino 
Niederreiter, I can’t think of a better replacement than 
Nichushkin. He’s 27 years old and has exploded as a player. 
He’s a physical force at 6-foot-4 and 210 pounds, and scored 
at a 33-goal and 70+ point pace this past season. He’s also 
been phenomenal in the Avs’ playoff run, with eight goals in 
18 games thus far. He’ll surely cost more than Niederreiter in 
free agency, so the real question is whether he’s a legitimate 
upgrade for the increase in cost. 

Vladislav Namestnikov: I’ve been saying for the past couple 
of years that I feel Namestnikov would be a great fit in the 
Canes system, as he’s a guy that plays a Brind’Amour-
approved style. He can play both center and on the wing, 
he’s a fantastic penalty killer, a responible 200-foot forward 
and he does have skill. He’s a guy that can move up or down 
the lineup and fit in with skill guys, grinders or an energy role. 
He scored at almost a 20-goal pace last year as well. He’s a 
guy that can help in all situations and add some much 
needed depth scoring, without breaking the bank. 

Andre Burakovsky: I feel like Burakovsky would be a 
seamless fit in a Canes’ system that plays with high speed 
and skill. My biggest worry about him if the effort level and 
consistency, so I feel like he could be a prime candidate to 
end up in RBA’s doghouse if he can’t work out the kinks in 
his game. But strictly when you examine the skillset — he 
scored 22 goals and scored over 60 points in Colorado this 
past season, and has been a valued offensive contributor for 
them over the past few seasons. He’d be a nice player to 
have, but as predominantly a playmaker — it’s fair to wonder 
if he’s too similar to the majority of the core that the group 
already has in place. 

Josh Manson: At age 30, Josh Manson has grown into a 
rugged, reliable defender over the years. He’s 6-3 and 220 
pounds, and has the versatility to play big minutes on the 
blue line even as a defensively-inclined player. A veteran of 
475 NHL games, Manson has been a key piece to 
Colorado’s playoff run — which currently has them one game 
away from hoisting the Stanley Cup. My big reservation with 
Manson would be contract term — he’ll be 31 in October and 
has an extensive injury history. But if he would come at a 
contract length that you can live with — even if it means a 
higher AAV — I feel that he’d be a phenomenal addition to 
the Canes’ blue line. 

Nikita Zadorov: As a towering 6-foot-6, 235-pound 
defenseman, I feel like Zadorov is exactly what the Canes 
need on the back end. He’s actually consistently physical 
and empowering, unlike the likes of Joel Edmundson, Jani 
Hakanpaa and Ian Cole that have failed to grow into that role 
over the past few seasons. His identity is solely as a physical 
force, who can kill penalties and play an honest game. If the 
price his right, he’s a guy that I think would really solidify the 
third pairing and bring the X-factor that the team has clearly 
been searching for. 

John Klingberg: A right-hand shot who’s been an extremely 
effective offensive play driver over the course of his career, 
Klingberg could be a solution for a team that has had well-
documented power play issues. He’s posted 374 points in 
552 NHL games — which is fantastic production for a 
defenseman — but his biggest flaw over his career has been 
doing what his job entails — you know…defend. However, 
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Jaccob Slavin would be the closest thing to a lock-down 
defender that Klingberg has played with in his career, so 
there’s a lot of potential for an elite pairing should those two 
be linked up together. But on the verge of his 30th birthday 
and coming off of what many considered to be a down year, 
it’s fair to wonder how much the Canes would be willing to 
dish out for the player. 

Beyond these guys, the Canes will have plenty of options to 
improve their roster should they look to do so. Andrew Copp, 
Rickard Rakell, Calle Jarnkrok, Mattias Janmark and 
numerous others also make sense for this group in one way 
or another. Beyond free agency, also the entire trade market 
available to explore. In what’s a very important offseason 
coming up for the Hurricanes as a whole, they’re sure to 
have ample options available at their disposal to improve 
their group this summer.

 

About Last Season: Brendan Smith 

The longtime NHL veteran came in on a near-league 
minimum deal and brought more than enough value on and 
off the ice.  

By Ryan Henkel 

Brendan Smith 21-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 33 

 NHL Seasons: 11 

 Scoring: 4 Goals, 4 Assists, 7 Points in 45 games 

 Playoff Scoring: 1 goals, 3 assists, 4 points in 14 
games 

 Advances Statistics: 57.26 CF%, 52.87 SCF%, 
54.36 xGF%, 54.76 GF% 

 Average TOI: 13:55 ES, 0:01 PP, 1:04 SH 

 Contract Status: Unrestricted Free Agent 

When the Carolina Hurricanes signed Brendan Smith as a 
depth blueline piece, the expectations for the veteran were 
not very high. 

Many saw him as a seventh or even eighth defenseman who 
could come in in case of injuries and nobody really predicted 
he’d get into as many games as he did.  

And surprisingly enough, in those games, Smith was a solid 
piece and he probably played his best hockey as a Hurricane 
in the postseason against the Boston Bruins in Round 1. 

A third-pair/seventh defenseman is never going to be 
anything to write home about, but Smith brought a steady, 
physical presence on the ice and an uplifting, veteran 
presence off of it. 

One of the things Smith talked frequently about was 
providing insight and tips on the game to his younger 
teammates, much like had been done for him in Detroit when 
he was an up and coming player.  

He was a team-first guy who stood up for his teammates and 
even took it upon himself to bite the bullet a few times when 
needed. 

The most telling was from a blowout win against the 
Washington Capitals on March 28, where Tom Wilson was 
looking to cause trouble as he always does and Smith 
decided to take one for the team and drop the gloves with 
him. 

And this was only a few weeks after returning from a 
fractured skull as well. 

Smith knew his role, did his job and even delivered a few 
timely goals here and there. 

And no goal in his career was probably as big as his 
shorthanded, game winner in Game 2 against the New York 
Rangers this postseason. 

Smith played hard every game and although his lack of foot 
speed left him vulnerable against the rush, he did a very 
good job of defending in tight. Anybody remember his goal 
line clears against the Boston Bruins this postseason? 

The veteran blueliner drew the ire of some fans by simply 
being in the lineup because they saw it as him taking a roster 
spot from other younger or more promising players, but 
Smith was never a glaring issue.  

He’d get caught in no-man’s land here and there, but what 
third pairing defenseman isn’t that happening to frequently? 

He was a cheap piece that played hard and provided support 
to the lineup. He wasn’t really anything special, but you’ll 
take that from a defenseman.
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Chicago Wolves capture 2022 Calder Cup 

Alex Lyon and company shut out the Springfield 
Thunderbirds to capture the franchise’s first championship 
since 2009. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 14-4 

Goals/Game: 4.22 

Goals Against/Game: 1.94 

Shots/Game: 36.17 

Shots Against/Game: 29.28 

Power Play % (Rank): 31.1% (2nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 87.8% (4th) 

Leading Scorer (Overall): Josh Leivo (29) 

Most Goals: Josh Leivo (15) 

Most Assists: Stefan Noesen (16) 

Next Game: See you next season! 

(stats as of June 25, 2022)  

For the third consecutive game, the Chicago Wolves scored 
four goals, but this time, all they really needed was Max 
Lajoie’s first period goal to bring the Calder Cup back home 
for the first time since 2008.  

Winning three straight road games is a tough feat, 
particularly in a sold out arena against a team that 
steamrolled the rest of the Eastern Conference. But after 
their reality check in game one, the Wolves didn’t blink. They 
never trailed the rest of the way as they reeled off four wins. 
Players set new franchise records, brushed up against long-
standing League statistics.  

At the end of the night, the Chicago Wolves captured a 
championship by being the same team they’ve been all 
season long. Saying you’re hard to play against is so 
prevalent in hockey as to be a cliche that hockey fans and 
writers alike make fun of, but the Wolves formed their identity 
around being exactly that team. Physical but without being 
overly penalized. A blend of skill and — yes, I’ll say it — grit. 
Players like Jack Drury, who will beat you on the scoreboard, 
but also drop the gloves when the moment calls for it. Stefan 
Noesen, who has been the heartbeat of this Wolves team all 
season long, learning to control his enthusiasm, let’s call it, 
and play on the right side of the line. Players like Josh Leivo 
and Jalen Chatfield, bouncing back from rough 2020-21 
campaigns where they spent more time on the COVID taxi 
squad than on the ice in games.  

Springfield had no answer for the Wolves. They had trouble 
getting established in the offensive zone; when they did, they 
had to face down Wolves players who blocked shots, 
redirected them, pushed them to the side. Once again, the 
penalty kill was perfect, the ninth time in 18 games that the 

Wolves stifled their opponent on special teams. The penalty 
kill came in at 90.3% success against the Thunderbirds, who 
had the eighth best power play in the regular season. The 
power play converted on one of their two chances; they 
finished the series with a 45% conversion rate on the man 
advantage.  

The players who have stepped up all season long came up 
huge for the Wolves in their win. Andrew Poturalski with a 
power play goal. The still-unheralded David Gust was the 
recipient of an excellent move from Drury, who deftly evaded 
a Springfield defender to set the play up. Drury’s 24 points in 
18 games crushed the previous franchise record of 15 
playoff points by a rookie, previously set by Zach Whitecloud 
in 2019.  

And of course Leivo capped the night off with an empty net 
goal, his fifteenth tally of the playoffs. Leivo rightfully earned 
MVP honors for his excellent play in the post season. His 29 
points in 18 games was the most in the past 14 playoff 
seasons in the AHL. His regular season tally of 46 points in 
54 games was impressive but overshadowed by the 
outstanding seasons from Noesen and Poturalski. But Leivo 
has come up huge in big moments all season long — he had 
seven game winning goals in the regular season, plus two 
more in the playoffs — and it came as little surprise that he 
stepped up in the playoffs.  

Everyone contributed to this win. Every single Wolves 
postseason regular recorded at least one point. (Kyle Marino 
and Griffin Mendel, with two and one games played 
respectively, did not get on the scoresheet.) The only regular 
player without a goal was defenseman Jesper Sellgren. 
Pyotr Kochetkov finished the playoffs with an absolutely 
ridiculous 1.65 goals against average and a save percentage 
of 0.950, putting him first among goalies who played more 
than two games. Lyon came in just behind him with 2.03 
goals against average.  

The victory has to feel sweet for Lyon, who once made 94 
saves in a win in the longest game in AHL history, on a 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms team that missed the playoffs more 
often than not during his tenure there. Aside from Richard 
Panik, loaned to the Wolves at the trade deadline, Lyon was 
the elder statesman of this team, a player who still found 
things to learn from his Kochetkov, his younger counterpart.  

Both Lyon and Kochetkov earned shutouts in this series, 
making the Wolves the first team in 22 years to record two 
shutouts in the Calder Cup Finals. In addition, in series-
clinching games, the Wolves outscored opponents 16-2, 
shutting out both Stockton and Springfield.  

And of course, everything ultimately has to come full circle to 
Ryan Warsofsky, who lifted the Calder Cup on Wolves 
territory in 2019 as an assistant with the Charlotte Checkers. 
He’s proven himself to be one of the brightest stars of the 
league — a staunch defender of his players, a coach who 
knows how to get the best of out everyone on his lineup, and 
someone who’s surely bound for the NHL sooner rather than 
later, much like some of the men he’s coached this year.
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WOLVES WIN ONE FOR THE THUMB! 

Wolves earn their fifth league championship as Lyon stops 
every shot while Lajoie, Poturalski, Gust and Leivo score  

Alex Lyon stopped all 28 shots he faced as the Chicago 
Wolves wrapped up their fifth league championship with a 4-
0 victory over the Springfield Thunderbirds Saturday night in 
Game 5 of the Calder Cup Finals. 

Captain Andrew Poturalski, Orland Park native David Gust, 
postseason Most Valuable Player Josh Leivo and 
defenseman Max Lajoie scored for the Wolves (14-4), who 
swept four games in six days from Springfield after suffering 
an overtime loss in Game 1. 

Chicago became the first American Hockey League team in 
22 years to produce two shutouts in the Finals while earning 
the right to raise a 2022 Calder Cup Champions banner at 
Allstate Arena that will go next to the ones for the 1998 
Turner Cup, 2000 Turner Cup, 2002 Calder Cup and 2008 
Calder Cup. 

“Credit to these players, man, they’re something special,” 
said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We wanted to get 
a group together to do something special. And it was never 
about winning a championship in November. That was not 
the message. It was, ‘Let’s have a really good day today and 
get better and win that day.’ I think you have to play for each 
other and you have to want something bigger than yourself. 

“Every guy in there bought into it. We preached it day-in and 
day-out and they probably can’t stand me for it. But this is 
the moment we wanted right here.” 

Springfield goaltender Charlie Lindgren denied the Wolves 
early with two highlight-reel glove saves, but Chicago 

maintained consistent pressure and wound up scoring the 
opening goal for the 12th game in a row thanks to Lajoie. 

He chased down an errant shot along the left half-wall, 
scooted in and fired a shot that was blocked and came back 
to his stick. He chipped another shot that banked off 
Springfield defenseman Matthew Kessel’s upper body and 
across the goal line for a 1-0 lead at 18:39 of the first. 

“I tried to hit (Ivan Lodnia) back-door and then got the puck 
back,” Lajoie said. “I just tried to put it on net. I think it went 
off their ‘D,’ but it’s a good bounce for us.” 

The Wolves finally earned their first power-play opportunity 
at 15:29 of the second period — and they didn’t waste time 
taking advantage. Joey Keane collected a Jack Drury pass at 
the right point and whistled a rising wrister into traffic that 
Poturalski tipped from the slot for a 2-0 lead at 16:01. 

Chicago all but clinched the Cup with 2:58 left in regulation 
when Jack Drury raced down the left wing on a 2-on-1, 
eased around a defenseman and dished to Gust on the 
doorstep for a quick flip that gave the Wolves a 3-0 lead. 

Springfield pulled Lindgren with 2:28 left for an extra 
attacker, but the Wolves made them pay when Poturalski set 
up Leivo for an empty-net goal with 23 seconds left. 

Lyon pushed his postseason record to 9-3 with his second 
shutout of the playoffs while Lindgren (5-3) rejected 26 of 29 
shots in the loss. 

The Wolves will fly back to Chicago Sunday morning and 
announce plans for Calder Cup championship celebrations 
when the details are confirmed. Visit ChicagoWolves.com or 
watch the team’s social media channels for updates.
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Chicago is Calder City again 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (theahl.com) … The Calder Cup has 
been awarded again, and the Chicago Wolves are back on 
top of the American Hockey League. 

The Wolves secured their first Calder Cup championship 
since 2008 and their third overall tonight with a 4-0 victory 
over the Springfield Thunderbirds at MassMutual Center, 
winning the Calder Cup Finals four games to one. 

Wolves forward Josh Leivo won the Jack A. Butterfield 
Trophy as the most valuable player of the 2022 Calder Cup 
Playoffs after finishing with 15 goals and 14 assists for 29 
points in 18 games, the highest point total by any player in 
the Calder Cup Playoffs in the last 14 years. 

Alex Lyon made 28 saves in Game 5 for his second shutout 
of the postseason. After losing Game 1 of the Finals, the 
Wolves won four in a row, outscoring the Thunderbirds by a 
combined score of 18-4. They became the third team to win 
a Calder Cup as the top affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes 
organization, following the Charlotte Checkers in 2019 and 
the Springfield Indians in 1991. 

When AHL President and CEO Scott Howson presented the 
Calder Cup to Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski, it marked 
the first time in three years that the trophy had been awarded 
after the COVID-19 pandemic forced the cancellations of the 
2020 and 2021 playoffs. 

Chicago went 14-4 during the postseason after a league-best 
50-win, 110-point regular season. Under head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky, at 34 the youngest coach to win the Calder Cup 
since Peter Laviolette in 1999, the Wolves defeated the 
Rockford IceHogs (3-0), the Milwaukee Admirals (3-1) and 
the Stockton Heat (4-2) before eliminating Springfield in five 
games in the Finals. 

Chicago’s victory brings an end to the AHL’s 86th season. In 
operation since 1936, the AHL continues to serve as the top 
development league for all 32 National Hockey League 
teams. Nearly 90 percent of today’s NHL players are 
American Hockey League graduates, and more than 100 
honored members of the Hockey Hall of Fame spent time in 
the AHL in their careers.

 

Championship sets Wolves up for future success 

By Patrick Williams 

A Friday in November might seem like an unlikely time for a 
team to begin a run to the Calder Cup. 

But Ryan Warsofsky believes that his club truly started its 
path on the night after U.S. Thanksgiving in Grand Rapids. 

On Nov. 26, the Wolves were having a bad night. Two quick 
first-period goals put them down 2-0. Another goal in the 
second made it 3-0 for the Griffins. Warsofsky was not a 
happy head coach. 

“We challenged this group to see how competitive we could 
be,” Warsofsky recalled. 

And the Wolves took that challenge. 

Scoreless in his first six games with the Wolves, Josh Leivo 
netted his first of the season 1:29 into the third period. Then 
57 seconds later, Maxim Letunov sliced the home team’s 
lead to one. Then Spencer Smallman tied the game with 
1:36 to go in regulation, CJ Smith gave the Wolves the lead 
12 seconds later, and captain Andrew Poturalski hit an 
empty net to finish off a 5-3 victory. 

It was the first time in team history that the Wolves won a 
game in regulation after trailing by three goals in the third 
period. 

“We wanted to see if we could get some more 
competitiveness, more competitive people,” Warsofsky 
continued. “And since that day, this has been a totally 
different group. I think that was a really good learning 
moment for our group to see what type of team we had.” 

The victory would be the first of 12 straight for the Wolves, 
tying a franchise record. Seven months later, they are Calder 
Cup champions. 

Letunov eventually departed, part of a difficult but necessary 
move on March 28 to procure additional defensive help from 
the Hartford Wolf Pack in Tarmo Reunanen. On that same 
day, the Wolves picked up Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins 
defenseman Chris Bigras and added veteran forward 
Richard Panik on loan from the New York Islanders. 

Wolves general manager Wendell Young now had most of 
his roster in place. This was a team of high-end Carolina 
Hurricanes prospects and elite American Hockey League 
veterans, many with substantial NHL experience. Everyone 
had something to prove and something to win. And they did, 
rallying past Stockton on the last day of the regular season to 
earn the Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy with an AHL-best 
record of 50-16-5-5. 

From there they swept the rival Rockford IceHogs in a 
Central Division semifinal series and then polished off the 
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Milwaukee Admirals in a four-game Central Division Finals 
win. The Wolves then faced Stockton in the Western 
Conference Finals, taking a 3-0 series before dropping 
consecutive overtime decisions. Finally, in Game 6, Chicago 
finished off the stubborn Heat to advance to the Calder Cup 
Finals and meet Springfield. 

Following a Game 1 hiccup in which the Thunderbirds rallied 
from two goals down in the third period to win 5-4 in 
overtime, the Wolves never sputtered again. They 
overwhelmed Springfield with four goals in the opening 10:12 
of Game 2 in an eventual 6-2 win. Pyotr Kochetkov’s 36-save 
shutout in Game 3 and 39-save effort in Game 4 put the 
Wolves on the brink of the Calder Cup. 

Warsofsky then turned back to veteran Alex Lyon for Game 
5, his back-up that night in Grand Rapids, and was repaid for 
that faith. Lyon shut down the Thunderbirds with 28 saves in 
last night’s 4-0 win, giving the Wolves their first Calder Cup 
championship since 2008. 

Sacrifice defined the Wolves. Take Bigras and Reunanen, 
two experienced pro blueliners who never dressed for the 
Wolves in the postseason. On many AHL teams, these two 
defensemen could have regular roles. With Chicago, each 
player had to make adjustments and step back for the sake 
of this championship run. 

“I think you’ve got to play as a team,” Warsofsky said “It’s 
that simple, right? I mean, it doesn’t matter what type of 
players you have. At this level, you have to play as a team, 
and you have to get guys to buy in.” 

Leivo, the Jack A. Butterfield Trophy winner as the MVP of 
the Calder Cup Playoffs, exploded for 15 goals and 14 
assists in 18 postseason games after a productive 46-point 
regular season. The veteran of 214 NHL games with 
Carolina, Calgary, Vancouver and Toronto has positioned 
himself well to attract interest this summer. 

At 22, rookie Jack Drury finished with 24 points (nine goals, 
15 assists) in 18 games and further solidified himself as a 
candidate for full-time duty next season with Carolina. 

Already a fan of Drury’s, Warsofsky served up even more 
praise last night for the 2018 second-round draft pick. 

“I think he’s going to have a long NHL career,” Warsofsky 
said. 

Panik, a Calder Cup champion with the Norfolk Admirals as a 
rookie in 2011-12, produced 11 points in 16 playoff games 
and showed that plenty remains in his game. 

“Unbelievable,” Warsofsky said of Panik. “He stepped his 
game up in those last two rounds. He’s a heavy body, a 
physical body, and I think he was probably a difference 
maker up front. A great move to get him in here to help us.” 

Working Panik into the Chicago mix took time, Warsofsky 
acknowledged, particularly given his player’s family 
circumstances. 

“It was a little rocky at times, and it’s to be expected,” 
Warsofsky explained. “We’re talking about a guy who has 
played a lot in the National Hockey League, his family is 
back in Slovakia, he’s got three young kids. This is not easy. 
These guys are not robots. He’s not just going to come in 
and be the happiest guy in the world. 

“So it took a lot of massaging, a lot of tough conversations. 
But at the end, we found a middle ground and he was the 
difference, probably, these last two rounds of us finishing it 
off.” 

Whether it is Carolina, Chicago, or somewhere else next 
season, these Wolves have experienced what it takes to win 
one of the top prizes in all of hockey. 

“Winning is important,” Warsofsky said. “I think winning 
breeds development, and I think development breeds 
winning. 

“Jamieson Rees, [Stelio] Mattheos, [Vasili] Ponomarev, 
[Noel] Gunler ― these guys are all going to be stepping into 
roles next year, even more important roles, and they’ve got 
great experience from this… understanding what it takes to 
win. 

“I think you have to play for each other. You have to want 
something bigger than yourself, and every guy in there 
bought into it.”

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article262902058.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article262819383.html 

https://theathletic.com/3372468/2022/06/27/2022-nhl-draft-biggest-needs/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/chicago-wolves-win-calder-cup/c-334740078 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/chicago-wolves-win-2022-calder-cup 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/24/23181470/impending-ufas-who-make-sense-for-canes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/24/23180688/about-last-season-brendan-smith-carolina-hurricanes-2021-2022-nhl-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/26/23183428/ahl-chicago-wolves-capture-2022-calder-cup-jack-drury-josh-leivo-alex-lyon-playoffs-

championship 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/06/25/wolves-win-one-for-the-thumb/ 

https://theahl.com/chicago-is-calder-city-again 
https://theahl.com/championship-sets-wolves-up-for-future-success 

 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 27, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 

1248176 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Chicago Wolves, the Carolina Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate, are 2022 Calder 
Cup champions 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JUNE 26, 2022 12:39 PM 

 

It took three years but the American Hockey League has another Calder 
Cup champion, and again it’s the Carolina Hurricanes’ affiliate. 

The Chicago Wolves closed out the 2022 Calder Cup finals on Saturday 
with a 4-0 victory over the Springfield Thunderbirds in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. Goalie Alex Lyon had 28 saves and Wolves forward 
Josh Leivo was named the playoffs MVP as Chicago won the best-of-
seven series in five games. 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Calder Cup was last awarded 
in 2019. The Charlotte Checkers, then the Canes’ AHL affiliate, won the 
championship that season. 

That Checkers team included forwards Martin Necas and Steven 
Lorentz, defensemen Haydn Fleury and Jake Bean, and goaltender Alex 
Nedeljkovic. All eventually spent time in the NHL with the Canes. 

One link to both championship teams is Andrew Poturalski. The forward 
was the Checkers’ leading scorer in 2018-19 and had a team-leading 101 
points in 71 games this season for the Wolves, then 23 points in the 18 
playoff games. 

Another tie: Wolves coach Ryan Warsofsky. An assistant coach on Mike 
Vellucci’s Checkers staff in 2019, he became at 34 the youngest coach to 
win a Calder Cup since Peter Laviolette in 1999 with the Providence 
Bruins. 

Poturalski and Leivo, who had 15 goals and 29 points in the playoffs, 
played a couple of games for the Canes this season, as did center Jack 
Drury, another playoff star. Defenseman Jalen Chatfield had 16 games 
with the Canes. 

Another was goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, who was reassigned to the Wolves 
after the Canes were knocked out of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Kochetkov and Lyon, who had two games with the Canes this season, 
split the goaltending in the Calder Cup playoffs – Lyon going 9-3 in 12 
games and Kochetkov 5-1. Both had shutouts in the final, Kochetkov in 
net for a 4-0 win in Game 3. 

Chicago, which signed a three-year affiliation agreement with Carolina in 
September 2020, was 14-4 in the playoffs after winning 50 games and 
topping the AHL with 110 points in the regular season. The Wolves lost 
the opening game of the final to Springfield in overtime, then swept the 
next four games. 

“I think you have to play for each other and you have to want something 
bigger than yourself,” Warsofsky said after the game. 
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ESPN / How Nathan MacKinnon molded the Colorado Avalanche into 
Stanley Cup champions 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

TAMPA, Fla. -- Nathan MacKinnon raised the Stanley Cup over his head 
and then lowered it to his lips. 

The Colorado Avalanche, a team he dreamed of playing for as a child, 
were champions for the first time since 2001. MacKinnon, their 26-year-
old superstar, had a goal and an assist in their 2-1 Game 6 win over the 
Tampa Bay Lightning to earn that championship. 

As he raised the Cup again, there was something peculiar about 
MacKinnon's face. Something that hadn't been there at the end of any of 
his previous playoff series: a beaming grin. 

"He doesn't smile too often. He's all business. But you could just see how 
excited he was to lift it," Colorado general manager Joe Sakic said. "I'm 
so excited for him. Maybe now he can relax and enjoy the summer a little 
bit." 

MacKinnon scored 13 goals en route to 24 points in the playoffs, doing all 
he could to secure a championship for Colorado and lock down his own 
legacy as an NHL star. Even if the latter didn't matter much to MacKinnon 
before the Stanley Cup Final. 

"Legacy for who? You guys?" he said on media day. "I'm just having fun 
day by day. Doing the best I can for my team. That's all I'm thinking 
about." 

To begin his own legacy, he ended another, eliminating the back-to-back 
Stanley Cup champions. 

"It's crazy how they went back-to-back," MacKinnon said. "I might get fat 
as s--- right now, so I don't know if we're going back-to-back. But I'm 
going to enjoy it for sure." 

The Lightning have said they needed to lose before they could learn to 
win. So did MacKinnon. Those anguishing disappointments in the regular 
season and postseason that had come to define his nine-year NHL 
career were, in the span of one victory, undoubtedly worth it. Those 
years of demanding nothing short of excellence from teammates to the 
point of behind-the-scenes rigidity. That personal journey for MacKinnon 
in which he learned, from mentors such as Sidney Crosby, the mindset to 
unlock playoff achievement. 

It all became worth it, because Nathan MacKinnon could finally relish in 
the unbridled elation of bringing a Stanley Cup championship to the 
Avalanche. 
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On the ice, he has been a star. Off the ice, MacKinnon was "the battery 
of our team, he makes everything go," as defenseman Erik Johnson put 
it. The guy who would say or do anything to ensure that his team finally 
reached its potential. 

"I think what makes him this good is hypercompetitiveness," said former 
Avalanche defenseman Ian Cole, now a member of the Carolina 
Hurricanes. "Even in practice. He'll do whatever it takes to win. Even if 
that means calling out his own teammates." 

Which MacKinnon would do, with frequency. In finally earning a twirl with 
Lord Stanley, one of the best players on the planet had molded himself 
and his teammates into champions -- even if it meant crushing some 
egos along the way. 

WHEN DEFENSEMAN JOSH MANSON was traded by the Anaheim 
Ducks to the Avalanche ahead of the deadline, he knew about 
MacKinnon's intensity as an opponent on the ice. He didn't know that 
intensity paled in comparison to what players experienced with 
MacKinnon away from the games -- in practice, in the locker room and in 
life. 

"Well, he is intense. Scary? I guess that depends on the player. But he is 
very intense," Manson said. "But that's why he's different. He drives 
everybody else around him to be better, and that is what's so special. 
He's in your face. He says 'I expect this from you. I'm here to win.'" 

Many who played with MacKinnon have seen or experienced first-hand 
how those expectations manifest. There is yelling. There are blunt 
critiques and unfiltered advice. There is a standard of excellence applied 
to everything from a practice drill to a fitness decision. 

"For one of the best players in the league, who dedicates so much of 
himself to the organization, if he's a little intense when someone doesn't 
act the right way? I don't see that as a problem," said Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, who played with MacKinnon for two seasons before leaving 
for the Lightning last summer. 

Hurricanes defenseman Cole spent parts of three seasons with the 
Avalanche and considers MacKinnon a friend. 

"I don't necessarily think that competitiveness is a bad thing. Yes, it is 
abrasive. But I think that competitiveness and that abrasiveness and 
ability to just call anyone out at any given time, about anything, whether 
he's right or wrong, it makes guys step up to the plate and makes guys 
play better," he said. "They're either scared to be called out or they don't 
want to look foolish and they're stoked to play better." 

That goes for NHL veterans on the Avalanche as well as the newbies. 

"A lot of young guys are like, 'I just don't want to f--- up and get screamed 
at,'" Cole said. 

Cale Makar was one of those young players. He famously joined the 
Avalanche in the 2020 playoffs, straight from the NCAA. He had six 
points in 10 playoff games and then won the Calder Trophy as rookie of 
the year the following regular season. It was obvious he was going to be 
a special player. 

That wasn't good enough for MacKinnon. 

"Cale had all the talent in the world," Cole said. "But Nate was still 
pushing him. Telling him it wasn't good enough. Asking him what he was 
doing on the ice. Telling him 'you gotta be better than this' on the power 
play or whatever. And now Cale is one of the best players in the NHL. 
When you surround yourself with people who make you better, then you 
have to automatically elevate yourself. That's the culture that Nate was 
building there." 

That culture is something that Makar has embraced, and the Norris 
Trophy winner credits MacKinnon for driving him in practices. 

"He's obviously a touchstone, a very intense guy," Makar said. "And I 
think, for me, I'm a very competitive guy. So it's fun, especially practicing 
with him. He's a guy that pushes other people to become better, and I'm 

a guy that likes to think I'm trying to make people around me better as 
well." 

Logan O'Connor has been that young player, too. This was his first full 
campaign with the Avalanche after playing parts of the last three seasons 
with the team. 

"He's a great role model for a lot of young guys. He's at the peak of his 
game, in the conversation for one of the best players in the world. He's 
always out there before practice and after practice, pushing guys. 
Someone messes up a rep ..." 

O'Connor paused. 

"You need someone to push everyone. When guys aren't sharp or they're 
sleepy, because it's a long season, he's always there to refocus people 
and keep them accountable," he continued. "I think that's the biggest 
thing with our team. The accountability throughout the lineup. Everyone 
has high standards for each other and he's one of the guys who keeps 
those standards up." 

Even if those standards mean you don't dare, for example, eat junk food 
in his presence. 

"I'm not a candy guy," O'Connor said. "Luckily had nothing to do with 
that." 

CANONICALLY, THE GREATEST example of MacKinnon's abrasive 
intensity was provided by former Avalanche defenseman Nikita Zadorov 
last summer. He did a Russian-language interview in which he shared 
some of MacKinnon's dietary standards, which he said were pushed on 
his teammates. 

"Two years ago in Colorado, he got rid of all the pop, ice cream and 
desserts," Zadorov said. "He got rid of them from the dressing room and 
pre-game meals. He even got rid of the white sauce for pasta. He 
replaced the actual pasta itself with chickpea pasta. He says, 'Guys, if 
you want to eat crap, you have the offseason for that. When you come 
here, there will be none of that because we're winning the Cup.'" 

He then compared MacKinnon's behind-the-scenes intensity to that of 
Michael Jordan. Seeing it pop up on social media, MacKinnon reached 
out. 

"I read the first paragraph of it on Instagram and I'm like, 'I can't read 
this.' Like, he compared me to MJ. I'm like, "Dude, you're such a 
donkey,'" MacKinnon said. "I texted him. I'm like, 'Bro, can you stop 
talking about me in Russia?'" 

MacKinnon didn't deny that he eats healthy and encourages teammates 
to do the same. 

"Maybe if I saw 'Z' eating a big chocolate bar I'd give him crap," he said. 
"But I'm not a psycho eater or anything. I like to eat what everyone else 
does too." 

Makar said that, for the record, MacKinnon would not yell at him if he saw 
him eating a cupcake. 

"I feel like all of that stuff was taken way out of proportion," he said. "He 
can have some cheat meals, and he's not crazy like that. But during the 
season, he's obviously very dialed in, which you should be." 

Cole is gluten-free, dairy-free and watches his own diet, so he was never 
on MacKinnon's culinary hit list while playing for the Avalanche. But he 
said the pressure from MacKinnon on his teammates to eat right was 
real. 

"There were guys on our team where he did not pull any punches. He's 
like, 'You are fat. Stop eating s---,'" Cole said. "In his defense, he's not 
wrong. He's just so blunt and honest and doesn't pull any punches. He's 
like, 'I'm not gonna give a s---. It's true.' And it is 99% of the time." 

MacKinnon is far from the only NHL player to place a high value on 
nutrition. 
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"He's pretty strict. But I think nowadays, all the guys are so aware," 
Pittsburgh Penguins star Sidney Crosby said. "I'd say we're pretty close 
[in diet], though." 

Crosby and MacKinnon. Two NHL superstars from Cole Harbour, Nova 
Scotia. An idol who befriended a fan, and is now his offseason training 
partner. 

"He and Sid are good buddies," said Cole, who was also Crosby's 
teammate with the Penguins, "and they're both very similar in that sense 
-- hyper, hyper competitive." 

CROSBY FIRST MET MacKinnon when Nate was 17, playing for the 
Halifax Mooseheads of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. 
MacKinnon would go back to Cole Harbour in the summer and train 
there, as would Crosby. 

The Penguins star and the Avalanche star spoke before the playoffs, but 
MacKinnon declined to share what they discussed. Crosby has said the 
two have had candid conversations about hockey, including the mental 
side of the game. 

"I think it's something he's aware of and I think the big part of it is 
recognizing that. It's always easy to sit there and say, you know, I wanna 
improve something. I think it's just experience. He'll go through different 
things than he has already that he'll learn and figure out," Crosby said. 
"You're always learning. I'm still trying to figure it out and I'm sure he is 
too." 

Crosby has matured into an even-tempered leader after coming into the 
league as an enfant terrible. But MacKinnon warned against mistaking 
that serenity for a lack of aggression. 

"I wouldn't say he's chill. He's the most competitive guy I know. I think 
earlier in his career, he kinda wore his emotions on his sleeve. And now 
he's calmer," MacKinnon said of Crosby. "I think it's better to be like that. 
I think every year I'm getting a little bit [calmer]. But I definitely don't think 
I'll be there anytime soon, for sure." 

While MacKinnon learned from Crosby's demeanor, he also adopted 
Sid's total immersion into hockey. Cole thinks MacKinnon started to 
breathe the sport in 2016-17, which was Jared Bednar's first season as 
head coach and the nadir of the franchise, as the Avalanche finished last 
in the league with a .293 points percentage. 

"They are both extremely hockey-centric," Cole said. "That's how Sid's 
always been wired. But to be honest, for Nate it was a conscious 
decision he made after that really bad losing season they had. 

"He felt he needed to live and breathe and do everything he could to be 
successful because that sucked," Cole continued. "I think he made a 
conscious decision: 'That was miserable. That was the worst season I've 
ever been a part of. I am never going to let that happen again. And I am 
going to hold myself accountable and hold everyone else accountable to 
make sure it never happens again.'" 

MacKinnon's approach to practices and teammates was amplified in the 
years between the last-place season and the team's recent postseason 
failures. Just like Crosby learned to reel in his intensity, so has 
MacKinnon -- to the Avalanche's benefit. 

"He's always gonna push, he's always going to be the driver of our 
offense and put a lot of responsibility on himself, but I feel like he's let 
himself relax a little bit more," Bednar said. "There's a little bit more inner 
confidence in what he can accomplish over the years and what our team 
can accomplish if he plays his role to the best of his ability. It doesn't 
have to be the perfect game every night." 

POST-PLAYOFF ELIMINATION press conferences have been a place 
where MacKinnon's emotions are on full display. He would look 
devastated, despondent and utterly defeated. 

Like after last postseason, when the Avalanche lost to the Vegas Golden 
Knights in six games and MacKinnon said this: 

"For sure, there's always next year. That's all we talk about, I feel like. I 
mean, I'm going into my ninth year next year and I haven't won s---." 

Looking back on that press conference, MacKinnon said that his team's 
unwavering belief that it could finally be the year led to his sullen 
denouncement. 

"You don't have many opportunities. I mean, I've probably had, like, two 
or three, maybe, possibilities of winning in nine seasons. So whenever 
you feel like you're that close to winning with the team you have and you 
don't ... you know, I think we're all upset. So it wasn't just me, it was all 
the guys," he said. 

MacKinnon says he's not that guy anymore. 

"I feel like a different person from that year. I was very emotional. You 
know, I'd be emotional again if we don't win. But I think the mindset is a 
bit more even-keeled, a lot more positive," he said. "Sometimes when 
you want it -- and you try so, so hard -- it doesn't work out. The goal is to 
win." 

It's somewhat simplistic, but the Colorado Avalanche are Stanley Cup 
champions now because they failed to become one for the last few 
seasons. They learned from losing in seven games to the San Jose 
Sharks in 2019; grew from that 2020 Game 7 overtime loss to the Dallas 
Stars; understood what went wrong in blowing a 2-0 series lead to the 
Golden Knights in 2021. 

"Every time you lose, you have to learn a little bit and figure a few things 
out. Vegas kinda took it to us and we got away from how we play to our 
strengths. We got a little timid out there. We were a little hesitant, I think," 
MacKinnon said. "When you play like that, you're not gonna win against a 
team that is rolling." 

It's a beautiful coincidence that the Avalanche finally captured the 
Stanley Cup against the Lightning, as the teams have similar paths to 
glory. Tampa Bay has talked openly about "learning how to win" through 
playoff disappointments. Their 2019 first-round playoff sweep at the 
hands of the Columbus Blue Jackets is a key moment in their origin 
story, showing the Lightning how they needed to play -- and how they 
needed to think -- to succeed in the postseason. 

"Knowing how devastating that was for the group, it was pretty easy to 
get mad at each other, point fingers. But everyone looked in the mirror 
and came back the next year with a little bit of a chip on their shoulder," 
Tampa Bay defenseman Zach Bogosian said of the Lightning. 

Erik Johnson said the Avalanche took inspiration from the Lightning's 
resilience. 

"I think we knew what they had been through. They did lose to Columbus 
that one year in the playoffs and everyone sort of wrote them off. They 
went through some ups and downs, and now they're the team everyone 
is trying to emulate," Johnson said. "Mentally, we've come a long way 
from where we've been. Sometimes you have to learn from those losses 
and those defeats. To win, you have to go through some heartache 
sometimes. For us, it's been about staying on the gas and not being 
content." 

Makar echoed that lesson: No matter what the situation is, the Avalanche 
have to remain vigilant. 

Like, for example, eliminating an opponent after they've put them on the 
ropes. 

"One of the things we've taken from last year is that when we'd get down 
in games, guys would get frustrated or start looking forward. Even if we 
won a game, we might take our foot off the gas," he said. "But I feel like 
this team, we're so set in trying to do our best and play our successful 
style." 

It wasn't just the players that took a lesson from the Lightning. Incredible 
as it is to ponder now after back-to-back Stanley Cup wins, there was talk 
about whether the Tampa Bay core should have been blown up after a 
series of playoff disappointments. 
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"After 2019, I was a little skeptical, I'll tell you that. But we kept the band 
together. We kept the faith," Cooper said. 

The Avalanche did the same despite four straight seasons without an 
appearance in the third round. 

"It's a belief. It's a belief in your core," GM Joe Sakic said. "You have to 
learn. You have to grow. Over time, we kept getting a little bit better. 
Especially this year, we really competed." 

MacKinnon was a leader in that regard, doing everything that was asked 
of him. He also learned that he didn't have to win games all by himself. 

"I think one of the areas where he's grown this year is he hasn't put so 
much ... I feel like he's more relaxed in our team game. I think there's a 
confidence in our team game where he doesn't put too much weight on 
his own shoulders," Bednar said. "It doesn't have to be a three- or four-
point night. That's where I see the growth from Nate. It's just a more 
mature player every year that we've had him here, especially come 
playoff time with the experiences that we've gone through." 

All of it leading to the ultimate experience -- winning the Stanley Cup 
together, with MacKinnon leading the way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche’s Stanley Cup victory speeds hockey into the 
future 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 26, 2022, 11:10 PM 

 

TAMPA – Watch the way Nathan MacKinnon winds up, legs chugging 
like hot pistons, and rampages 200 feet. A one-man breakout, a bulleting 
zone entry, a scoring chance waiting to happen. 

Marvel at those two poems Cale Makar calls feet, as they dance 
sideways, glide backwards and dart forwards, breaking your ankles and 
writing possibilities. 

Gawk at the direct, forceful lines dug by Valeri Nichushkin toward the 
opponents’ crease. 

Yes, they operate in the NHL’s highest altitude. But that’s not the reason 
hockey’s newest champion, the Colorado Avalanche, will take your 
breath away. 

“The most explosive team that we’ve played,” praised Tampa Bay 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos, prior to having the torch snatched in a 
six-game thriller. 

“I think it’s the best team we’ve played,” added Alex Killorn. 

Confirmed. 

In defeating the two-time champion Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1 on a 
sweltering Sunday night in Florida, snuffing out Tampa’s streak of series 
victories at 11, this attack-mode beast of Joe Sakic’s creation asserted 
that, yes, offence can win championships. 

Bolting its way to the title with a ridiculous 16-4 record, highlighted by 10 
comeback wins, a four-plus-goals-per-game clip, and a deadly 33.3 per 
cent power-play conversion rate, the Avalanche can now bask in one of 
the most dominant playoff runs since the 1988 Edmonton Oilers went 16-
2. (Sources say, the Boys on the Bus could wheel too.) 

What a blessing it is for the sport’s trajectory, to see a pinching, rushing, 
checking, unrelenting bunch of puck-movers parade around home ice 
with Lord Stanley’s Cup, Colorado’s first in 21 years. 

Jared Bednar’s vision of how the game should be played begins with a 
structure willing to slam the gas (even on the penalty kill) and requires 
full-lunged skill to execute properly. 

“That started from Day 1, when I interviewed with Joe for the job and the 
type of idea he had and the picture you have of the way you want the 
Avalanche to play. Very similar to the way I like to coach and players like 
to play,” Bednar says. “We have fun with it. 

“It’s not just how fast you can skate. You have to be able to execute. We 
talked about being predictable to ourselves, try to get up the ice quick. 
We’ve gotten better at it over the years, and Joe’s done a nice job of 
getting guys who fit into the mold and can play that way.” 

“We’re definitely a fast team,” adds captain Landeskog, before hoisting 
the thing first. “And that's the way we want to play. 

“We have some fast skaters, but I think it's the systems we play and how 
fast we want to move the puck up and having the defencemen join the 
play. That's what makes us fast. It's kind of a relentless forecheck, and 
whether that forecheck happens in the O-zone or the neutral zone, we 
want to turn it and go the other way pretty quick.” 

The organization’s aligned vision and multi-pronged quiver of talent 
culminated with one of the most dominant campaigns in history. The Avs’ 
72 wins in 2021-22 (regular season and postseason combined) tie a 
league record. 

What a ride it’s been since this club bottomed out five years ago, 
Bednar’s first tour behind an NHL bench. In 2016-17, Colorado finished 
dead last with a measly 22 wins and 48 points. 

Embarrassing. 

Yet fortunate. 

Leapfrogged by three teams (New Jersey, Philadelphia and Dallas) with 
longer odds at the ’17 draft, Sakic scooped up eventual Norris and Conn 
Smythe winner Makar at fourth overall and didn’t hesitate to stick with the 
unproven Bednar. 

“Well, it's a belief. It's a belief in your core. You have to learn. You have 
to grow. And over time, we kept getting a little bit better,” Sakic explains. 

“Our guys, especially this year, really competed and faced a lot of 
adversity and overcame it every single time. It's a group that believes in 
each other — and we believe in them.” 

The coach and the core improved together, stuck together. Even after 
three consecutive second-round losses in the playoffs’ second round, 
each more heartbreaking than the last. 

“The last couple years, I think, has made us a stronger group, a more 
resilient group, a team that's been mentally tough for the bulk of the 
season,” Bednar said. “Raising the bar and our standard of play 
constantly as the season goes on was probably the biggest thing. We 
had to focus on what it would take to win come playoff time right from 
Day One of training camp.” 

Makar admitted that in past playoffs, the Avs would get frustrated or lets 
their minds wander to the next game if they fell behind. 

“Even if we won a game, we might take our foot off the gas and start 
looking a little bit too forward,” Makar admits. “Here, I feel like this team, 
we're so set in just taking it shift by shift and trying to do our best in that 
circumstance that that allows us to play our successful style.” 

Bednar began breaking each night into five-minute segments to shrink 
the focus. 

All the small things coalescing to a giant, shiny one. That you can guzzle 
Coors from. 
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Bathe your redemption in it, Nazem Kadri. 

Engrave your legacy into it, Nathan MacKinnon. 

Go ahead. Fill it up and drown all those nightmares of playoffs past into 
it, Andrew Cogliano, Jack Johnson, and Erik Johnson. 

“Exciting game, exciting moment,” Bednar says. “You always hear about 
controlled emotion. I’m kind of the opposite with our team. 

“I want us to use our energy and nervous energy and emotion to go play 
the game with passion, play hard and stay on our toes and get after it.” 

Falling behind early in Game 6 after a Stamkos strike, the Colorado 
Avalanche got after it. 

During a delayed second-period penalty call, MacKinnon pounded a one-
timer that beat Andrei Vasilevskiy short side, his first goal using his stick 
blade in the series. 

Artturi Lehkonen — a shrewd deadline scoop via Montreal, denied glory 
a year ago in this same building — supplied the Stanley Cup-clincher off 
the rush. 

Now, we’re certain the entire town of Denver is about to get after it, too. 

Fans of speedy, hard, goal-filled hockey should raise a glass as well. 

It’s a copycat league, after all, and Colorado Avalanche — speeding into 
the future, soaking in the present — might just be trendsetters. 

“We're trying to start something special here,” Makar says. “So, you 
couldn't write it up any better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Emotional Nazem Kadri, dad Sam open up about Cup 
journey 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

June 27, 2022, 3:01 AM 

 

TAMPA – It wasn’t just what Nazem Kadri told the Hockey Night in 
Canada audience on the night he became a Stanley Cup champion. It 
was how he said it. 

Speaking to Sportsnet’s David Amber and Elliotte Friedman in those 
delirious minutes after the 739-game veteran hoisted the trophy of 
boyhood fantasy, Kadri thanked the supporters, of course. 

Then, right before skating off, he gave a shoutout to the haters, too: “And 
for everyone that thought I was a liability in the playoffs, you can kiss my 
ass.” 

Giddy and laughing as he said it, eyes wild with devilish joy, Kadri looked 
like a Halloween kid running away from a flaming paper bag and a rung 
doorbell. 

“I said what I had to say already,” Kadri told a few Toronto-based 
reporters after his mic-drop moment. “But I love all the people that stuck 
by my side. All the true supporters that, even in the dark times, which 
there was a few, stuck by my side and knew I'd be the player I am today. 

“I feel blessed. I feel very thankful and grateful, and I couldn't have done 
this without so many people.” 

That group includes his former Maple Leafs teammates, who have been 
messaging encouragement from three rounds away. The same guys he 
tried a little too hard to stick up for in past playoffs. 

“Of course. Of course, absolutely,” they’ve been in touch, Kadri said. 
“Those guys are still my friends. They'll be lifelong friends of mine. And, 
you know, I hope the same for them.” 

The Kadri Redemption Tour ripped through Tampa twice. 

First, when, in his painful comeback attempt last week, the forward 
charged into a 1-on-3 situation and buried Game 4’s overtime game-
winner in storybook fashion. 

“I played basketball, and my vertical is probably about two inches,” said 
Nazem’s dad, Sam Kadri, said. “And it was four feet that night.” 

Sam has been following his son’s team around for most of this storied 
championship run, but he watched Game 4 at home on TV because no 
one really believed Nazem’s surgically repaired thumb would allow him to 
play that night. 

“He's pretty focused, pretty determined. That hand injury was really bad. I 
mean, to be honest with you, I didn't expect him to come back. So, we’re 
blessed. And I thank God. Thank you,” Sam said. 

“I'm so happy for him because he battled through a lot of adversity and a 
lot of challenges, a lot of obstacles. You know, he's pretty focused. Pretty 
determined.” 

So determined, Kadri bandaged and froze his damaged thumb prior to 
Games 4, 5 and 6. He jammed it into a special glove for added 
protection, and persevered when he couldn’t take faceoffs. He watched 
as his normally peppy shot morphed into a muffin. 

The pain was excruciating. 

“It was terrible. Terrible. I felt it every single shift, and it was tough,” Kadri 
said. “I turned a six-week (recovery) timeline into two weeks. Great 
medical staff helped me along the way. I couldn't even tie my skates 
before the game. I had the medical trainer tie my skates before every 
game. So, what a war. But nothing was going to stop me from being out 
here.” 

Wait. How did you manage to lift a 34.5-pound trophy with a busted 
hand? 

“You know what kind of adrenaline is going through my body right now?!” 
Kadri said, gaze afire. 

“Man, I just wanted to be in the thick of it. I didn't want to be on the 
outside looking in. So, I did everything I could, dedicated every hour of 
every day trying to get back playing. And feels great.” 

Darcy Kuemper begins to choke up when we ask the goaltender about 
the impact of Kadri’s return to the final. 

“A guy like Naz that no one expected to be back, he pushes through the 
pain and comes back in the lineup,” replies Kuemper, his voice shaky. “It 
inspires everybody. And then for him to score that overtime goal, that’s 
just a boost of adrenalin for everybody. We're so happy for him, and 
obviously we couldn't have done it without him.” 

The second and most delicious bout of redemption arrived on Sunday, 
when Kadri hoisted the Stanley Cup with a club he was reluctantly traded 
to — after the Maple Leafs decided they couldn’t trust the fiery centre to 
get suspended a third time in the post-season. 

And after Kadri actually did get suspended a third time in the playoffs, 
playing for Colorado and delivering an eight-game headshot to Blues 
defenceman Justin Faulk in 2021. 

The rap sheet had become his reputation. 

“It was kind of like a dark cloud above his head. And I think he wanted to 
kind of remove that. And he did that,” said Sam, beaming with pride. 
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“I mean, if he had not hurt his hand, I think he would’ve been able to 
contribute a lot more. Moving forward, I think everybody's gonna realize 
that he is a playoff performer.” 

Not only is he a playoff performer, Kadri is the first Muslim to win the 
Stanley Cup. 

“It means everything,” Nazem said. “I never forget where I came from, 
never forget my roots. All my hometown people that have been in my 
corner from day one, and that's my family. And I love them so much. I 
gotta go celebrate with them.” 

Sam considers it an incredible achievement but a better example. 

“For us, we're Canadians at heart, first and foremost — and we're proud 
to be Muslim Canadians. And I think it's gonna do a lot for the younger 
generations. You know, hopefully we get that stigma of racism out of any 
sport, out of our culture, out of our society. 

“I also get my name on that cup. So, I’m blessed.” 

If Kadri had three regrettable playoff moments prior to this run, he had 
three indelible ones this spring. 

The first being his hat-trick response in St. Louis after some racist fans 
spewed hate in his direction for colliding with Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington. 

Yes, Sam admires Nazem for his pain threshold and his hockey skills. 
But he also cherishes how his son handled that ugliness with class. 

“It just gives you a dose of what's real out there in the world right now. 
And it's sad to see that,” Sam said. “I could respect anybody who says, 
‘Man, you know what? You’re a dirty player,’ whatever you want to say 
about it. Once you start bringing in the race card, it's out of line. 

“I admire him a lot, because anybody else, you could fold under those 
circumstances. And he decided to do something about it.” 

Nazem Kadri stood up, bounced back, pushed through. He deserves his 
moment. 

So, does the London, Ont., native know where he’ll be partying on his 
day with the Cup? 

“No idea. I'm gonna have to decide. It's gonna be quite the party, 
though,” Kadri smiled. 

“We are going to celebrate tonight, and we are going to celebrate 
tomorrow, and the day after that too.” 
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TSN.CA / Korchinski hits the right notes during rise up NHL draft lists 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Kevin Korchinski is a man in demand. National Hockey League teams 
have been lining up to talk to the draft-eligible defenceman since the 
Seattle Thunderbirds were eliminated in the Western Hockey League 
final.  

"Doing a lot of Zoom calls with a lot of teams," said the 18-year-old from 
Saskatoon. "I wasn't at the combine and teams want to get their draft lists 
set relatively soon. They don't want to do it at the last minute. So, this 
week and next week is full of Zooms ... Each day I get a new Zoom 
request."  

Korchinski fields a lot of similar questions during the interviews.  

"It's not too hard just answering the questions and being truthful because 
it's not hard to tell the truth," he said. "But when they hit you with a 
question that's not to do with hockey, a random question, it kind of throws 
you off a bit." 

For example?  

"A team asked what my [hidden] talent was and I said, 'I play the piano,'" 
Korchinski said. "They asked me to play piano for them, but I hadn't 
played in 10 months because we don't have one at my billet house. I 
said, 'Not going to happen. I don't want to do myself like that!' That 
would've been tricky, because I haven't played in a while."  

Instead, Korchinski has been busy playing a big role on a surprising 
Seattle team that came back to win series against the Portland 
Winterhawks and Kamloops Blazers before bowing out against the 
Edmonton Oil Kings. Korchinski has hit a lot of the right notes while 
racking up 65 points in 67 regular season games and then adding 19 
more over 25 playoff games.  

Korchinski started the season as a 'B' rated prospect on the players to 
watch list published by NHL Central Scouting, which means he was 
considered a candidate to be picked in the second or third round. In the 
mid-season rankings, he was No. 20 among North American skaters. 
Korchinski ended the year at No. 7.  

In an interview with TSN this week, Korchinski outlined the ways his 
game evolved this season and explained why Vegas Golden Knight Shea 
Theodore is the perfect role model for him. Korchinski also revealed why 
he started tickling the ivories as a kid. The following is an edited 
transcript of the conversation.    

TSN: How would you describe your style?  

Korchinski: "I'm a puck-moving defenceman. I love joining the rush. I love 
to create offence and I do that by using my feet, using my passing and 
my puck skills."  

TSN: Why are you so good at breaking the puck out?  

Korchinski: "I can't really explain that too much. I've always had a knack 
for getting my head up and looking for the pass. I've been around the 
game for a while so that comes with a bit of experience."  

TSN: Who is your NHL role model? 

Korchinski: "I compare my game to Shea Theodore. He's a player our 
coaching staff pointed out as someone I can build my game towards. He 
was a really offensive player in junior and he's translated his game to the 
next level and been more of a two-way player. That's something I want to 
do and keep improving."  

TSN: What do you notice when you watch Theodore video?  

Korchinski: "The confidence. He's a player with a lot of confidence and 
has a great shot. That playoff run he went on when Vegas made the 
finals was pretty special. With me being a Thunderbird and him being an 
ex-Thunderbird, it's really cool to compare myself to him."  

TSN: Four goals versus 61 assists this season, is there room for you to 
grow as a goal scorer?  

Korchinski: "For sure. In the playoffs, I scored six goals so over the 
course of the year I got more confident with my shot and worked at it. 
Next year I'll utilize my shot more. I was more of a pass-first guy this year 
because it was working so well. Next year I'll look to score more. That's 
something I'll try to implement in my game."  

TSN: You started getting penalty-kill shifts as the year progressed. What 
improvement did you make defensively this season?  

Korchinski: "It got a lot better as the year went on. At the start of the 
season I was pretty bad and needed a lot of work. Me and the coaching 
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staff targeted it as something I'd work on in practice and focus on in 
games." 

TSN: How did you work on it?  

Korchinski: "A lot of video. I learned when to do certain things and when 
to be aggressive and when to manage the game. So, it's about adding 
that hockey IQ to your repertoire."   

TSN: How much have you grown physically in the last year and how has 
that helped you?  

Korchinski: "At the start of the year, in the pre-season, I measured 6-foot-
1 and one quarter and then at the CHL Top Prospects Game I measured 
6-foot-2 and one quarter. I don't think I'm done growing and that adds to 
how much I can put on weight-wise. Once I finish growing I'll be able to 
put on more weight and be better defensively and more physical."   

TSN: How much more room do you have to grow?  

Korchinski: "I couldn't tell you (smile). I haven't stopped so you never 
know."  

TSN: Does it effect your skating?  

Korchinski: "Actually, it kind of helped my skating. Three years ago, when 
I was a smaller player, I was more choppy. I wasn't fluid. When I grew, I 
got stronger and it smoothed out."  

TSN: What growth have you seen from teammate Reid Schaefer, 
another draft-eligible player, this season?  

Korchinski: "The jump he had from last year to this year was huge. He 
worked so hard on and off the ice, in the gym, just everything. Over the 
course of the year he got more confident and the coaches gave him more 
leeway and just trusted him more. He was always that player. Next year 
he's going to have an even bigger role and make an even bigger jump 
because that's the player he is and the person he is too."  

TSN: He drew a penalty on you at the CHL Top Prospects. He said you 
tripped him. Your response?  

TSN: TSN director of scouting Craig Button has you No. 10 on his final 
prospects list. What do you think about when you hear that?  

Korchinski: "The improvement I made from the start of the year. You see 
that in those type of lists. I try not to take too much stock from it, though. 
What matters most is what the teams think … But it's a great honour to 
be on lists like that. Those are lists I grew up looking at and I always 
followed the draft as a younger kid." 

TSN: When did you learn to play the piano?   

Korchinski: "I started taking lessons in Grade 1 but I quit in Grade 8, 
because I was getting busier. I like to fiddle around in the summers with 
it."  

TSN: What do you like about it? 

Korchinski: "Early on I didn't really like it, but my mom kind of forced me 
(smile). She loves the piano so she wants her kids to play piano for her 
so she can listen. As I matured and grew up, I enjoyed it more and did 
less lessons and more just songs and fiddling around. Now, I have a 
better appreciation for it." 
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