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Season In Review: The Goaltenders 

Taking a look at the last line of defense for the team that 
allowed the fewest goals in the NHL this season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Five fresh, new faces defended the net for 
the Carolina Hurricanes during the 2021-22 season. 

After the organization moved on from the trio that guided 
them through the previous year, there were questions 
surrounding whether the new personnel would be able to be 
as successful. 

It turns out that the incoming backstops would be one of the 
team's biggest strengths. 

Frederik Andersen, who guided the unit through the regular 
season by playing in 52 out of 82 games, and Antti Raanta, 
his trusty partner that was called upon in a big way during 
postseason play, brought home the Jennings Trophy - 
awarded to the goaltenders of the team that allowed the 
fewest goals during the regular season. 

Frederik Andersen  

Regular Season Totals: 52 Games Played, 35-14-3, 2.17 
Goals Against Average, .922 Save Percentage, 4 Shutouts 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2022-23 
season 

From his first appearance with the team until March 3, 
Freddie's first season as a Cane was almost too good to be 
true. He'd been named a league Star of the Week, Star of 
the Month and appeared to be on his way to a potential 
Vezina Trophy nomination. 

What brought the impressive start to a halt though turned out 
to be a bump in a game against the Washington Capitals on 
March 3, causing him to miss a little over a week out of 
precaution for a potential concussion. He would return to 
play 13 games before the conclusion of his regular season, 
but his numbers were not the same during that stint that they 
had been through the first five months of the campaign. 

Then, the aforementioned close of Andersen's campaign 
came on April 16 against the Colorado Avalanche, when he 
went down with what would later be revealed as an MCL 
tear. It was a tough blow for the club to lose their ace in net 
and what stung just as much was that the netminder was on 
the cusp of being able to return when the team's season 
unfortunately came to a close. 

For many fans, they're now left with the feeling of, what if? 
What if Andersen would have been able to stay healthy? 

Would Carolina have been able to advance past the 
Rangers? 

When all was said and done, he finished with the second-
best goals against average (GAA) and the third-best save 
percentage in the entire NHL. #31 provided many reasons to 
be optimistic and excited for what the fall holds in terms of 
his second season, but until then, it will remain plenty of 
pondering around what could have been. 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Regular Season Totals: 3 Games Played, 3-0-0, 2.42 Goals 
Against Average, .902 Save Percentage, 0 Shutouts 

Playoff Totals: 4 Games Played, 1-2-0, 3.89 Goals Against 
Average, .869 Save Percentage 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2022-23 
season 

At the onset of training camp, the plan was for Kochetkov to 
play the season with Torpedo Nizhny Novgorad of the 
Kontinental Hockey League (KHL). He did that, rather 
successfully too, posting a .926 save percentage (SV%) in 
23 games. 

Then COVID-19 put an end to his team's season and come 
February he was without a place to play. 

Carolina promptly brought him over to North America and to 
say the next four months were magical might be an 
understatement. 

The club's 2019 second round selection started by posting a 
13-1-1 record with the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League (AHL), quickly clamoring the fan base to see 
what he can do at the highest level. Cue the Andersen injury 
and on April 18 Kochetkov joined the club in Arizona. Five 
days later Antti Raanta went down and in the home stretch of 
trying to claim a Metropolitan Division title, Kochetkov was 
thrust into action. The 22-year-old was able to secure the top 
spot for the team in the effort, showcasing that the moment 
wasn't too big for him. 

Not only did he come in and win his first game in relief, but 
he'd go on to win his next start and his next relief 
appearance, too. 

In the playoffs, a similar situation occurred. Raanta went 
down early in the Boston series and the rookie stepped up in 
a big way once again. Raanta would only miss one more 
game, but his season wasn't done just yet. #52 returned to 
Chicago and split time with Alex Lyon, going 5-1 with a .950 
SV% and two shutouts on his way to winning a Calder Cup. 
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The big question is now what's next for Kochetkov? With 
Andersen and Raanta both under contract for next year, the 
most plausible scenario may be him being the number one in 
Chicago. But has he already proved that he's too good to be 
there? 

Jack LaFontaine 

Regular Season Totals: 2 Games Played, 0-1-0, 7.20 Goals 
Against Average, .780 Save Percentage, 0 Shutouts 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Restricted Free Agent 

Along similar lines of Kochetkov, Jack LaFontaine was likely 
not in the Hurricanes' plans in September. But desperate 
times called for desperate measures and in mid-January 
when five out of the organization's seven signed goaltenders 
were either hurt or dealing with COVID-19, the franchise got 
creative. 

Playing at the University of Minnesota, the team was able to 
lure their 2016 third round pick during his senior season and 
within a span of five days he was in his first NHL game. 

On January 13 he entered in relief of Andersen and the next 
week he made his first career start in New Jersey. 

Did LaFontaine meet his own expectations for either of the 
two appearances? Maybe not, but the circumstances did not 
do him any favors. 

The 24-year-old's contract was only for the duration of the 
2021-22 season, so what will transpire next for him remains 
to be seen. 

Alex Lyon 

Regular Season Totals: 2 Games Played, 1-0-1, 2.93 Goals 
Against Average, .908 Save Percentage, 0 Shutouts 

Playoff Totals: DNP w/ Carolina 

Contract Status: Pending Unrestricted Free Agent 

Signed as the insurance piece behind Andersen and Raanta, 
Lyon wound up making his Canes debut less than a month 
after the team's regular season began. With two home 
games on back-to-back nights during the middle of 
November, Lyon took a spot start when Raanta was dealing 
with a concussion suffered the week before. 

He went on to win the outing, turning away 27 of 29 shots 
thrown onto him by St. Louis. Raanta was good to go by his 

next turn in the rotation though, allowing the former Yale 
standout to return to Chicago. 

Lyon went on to serve as Carolina's Taxi Squad goalie when 
they returned in December, but outside of one more game 
appearance in January, that would be the extent of Lyon's 
time in Raleigh. He was fantastic in the AHL, winning the 
Harry "Hap" Holmes Memorial Award for the year - given 
annually to the netminder(s) of the team with the fewest 
goals allowed - and eventually, the Calder Cup. 

Antti Raanta  

Regular Season Totals: 28 Games Played, 15-5-4, 2.45 
Goals Against Average, .912 Save Percentage, 2 Shutouts 

Playoff Totals: 13 Games Played, 6-5-0, 2.26 Goals Against 
Average, .922 Save Percentage, 1 Shutout 

Contract Status: Signed through the end of the 2022-23 
season 

At the start of the campaign Rod Brind'Amour was very 
adamant in saying that Andersen and Raanta would be a "1A 
and 1B" system, both getting equal opportunities. 

What perhaps nobody could have accounted for was 
Andersen starting the season 8-0-0 and providing zero 
reason for him to come out of the net. For that reason, 
Raanta had to wait over two full weeks into the season to get 
into his first game, a victory over Chicago. 

#32 continued in the B-role for the club for the foreseeable 
future, with Andersen emerging as one of the best 
goaltenders in the league through the turn of the calendar 
year. In addition to the limited time and a concussion in 
November, Raanta then suffered an injury amid the team's 
comeback of epic proportions January 1 in Columbus. 

Sidelined for almost the entire month, the then 32-year-old 
was able to get back in one game just before the All-Star 
break, putting together a dazzling win over New Jersey. The 
night turned out to be a turning point in the season for 
Raanta, who had a strong second half before getting the 
biggest opportunity of his career in the postseason. 

With Andersen on the shelf this time, Raanta carried the load 
for 13 of the team's 14 playoff contests, outstanding in 11 of 
the outings. Unfortunately he would suffer an MCL sprain 
during Carolina's final contest of the year Game Seven 
against the New York Rangers.
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Jack Drury among those eyeing NHL after winning Calder Cup championship 

'Everybody wants winners' was motto of Chicago, who 
defeated Springfield for AHL title 

By Patrick Williams 

Andrew Poturalski said he knows why it was so important for 
Chicago to win the Calder Cup as champions in the 
American Hockey League this season. 

"Everybody wants winners," Poturalski said, "and that's what 
we've preached all year long." 

The AHL affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes, Chicago 
defeated Springfield (St. Louis Blues) in five games to win 
the Calder Cup Final. 

It was the first Calder Cup championship since 2019, when 
the Hurricanes' previous affiliate, Charlotte, won the title. The 
AHL did not have playoffs the past two seasons because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Members of that Charlotte team are all over the NHL now. 

Jake Bean (Columbus Blue Jackets), Patrick Brown 
(Philadelphia Flyers), Julien Gauthier (New York Rangers), 
Morgan Geekie (Seattle Kraken), Steven Lorentz 
(Hurricanes), Martin Necas (Hurricanes), Alex Nedeljkovic 
(Detroit Red Wings), Nicolas Roy (Vegas Golden Knights), 
and Dustin Tokarski (Buffalo Sabres) played in the NHL this 
season after being part of that Charlotte championship run. 
Coach Mike Vellucci graduated to the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
where he is an assistant. 

This Chicago roster is similarly positioned to deliver NHL-
ready talent to the Hurricanes, and the rest of the League 
too. 

Pyotr Kochetkov celebrated his 23rd birthday Saturday by 
winning the Calder Cup. The goalie returned to Chicago after 
the Hurricanes lost Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Second 
Round to the New York Rangers. A second-round pick (No. 
36) in the 2019 NHL Draft, he teamed with veteran Alex Lyon 
to provide exceptional goaltending in the playoffs. 

Kochetkov played -- and won -- Games 2, 3, and 4 of the 
Final, including a 36-save shutout in Game 3. Lyon finished 
the series with a 28-save shutout in Game 5. 

In six AHL playoff games, Kochetkov was 5-1, and his 1.65 
goals-against average and .950 save percentage each 

ranked second among AHL goalies. Following his arrival 
from Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the Kontinental Hockey 
League in mid-February, he was 13-1-1 with a 2.09 GAA and 
.921 save percentage in 15 regular-season games. He was 
named AHL Rookie of the Month in March before his 
promotion to the Hurricanes. 

Forward Jack Drury is another second-round pick who looks 
to be a key part of the future for the Hurricanes. Carolina 
selected the forward No. 42 in the 2018 NHL Draft and the 
22-year-old had 52 points (20 goals, 32 assists) in 68 
regular-season games this season. He then broke out in the 
Calder Cup Playoffs to finish third in the league with 24 
points (nine goals, 15 assists) in 18 games. 

Defensemen Jalen Chatfield, Joey Keane and Maxime Lajoie 
also could be candidates to play in the NHL. 

Chatfield, an undrafted 26-year-old, has emerged as a late 
bloomer and had three assists in 16 regular-season games 
for the Hurricanes. First signed by Carolina to a one-year 
contract July 30, 2021 following four seasons in the 
Vancouver Canucks organization, he signed a two-year 
contract with the Hurricanes on Jan. 21. He had 18 points 
(six goals, 12 assists) in 44 regular-season games with 
Chicago and eight points (two goals, six assists) in 18 playoff 
games. 

Carolina acquired the 24-year-old Lajoie from the Ottawa 
Senators for forward Clark Bishop on Jan. 12, 2021; Ottawa 
had selected him in the fifth round (No. 133) of the 2016 NHL 
Draft. He played five regular-season games with Carolina 
and had 33 points (four goals, 29 assists) in 62 games to tie 
Keane (seven goals, 26 assists in 60 games) for the scoring 
lead among Chicago defensemen during the regular season. 

Keane, 22, came to the Carolina organization in a trade for 
Gauthier on Feb. 18, 2020, and led AHL defensemen in 
Calder Cup Playoff scoring with 12 points (one goal, 11 
assists) in 18 games. The Rangers selected him in the third 
round (No. 88) of the 2018 draft. 

Chicago coach Ryan Warsofsky also is a candidate to move 
up to the NHL in some capacity. An assistant with Charlotte 
in 2019, he was promoted to coach with Charlotte on July 10, 
2019 and then shifted to Chicago with the affiliation change. 
In three AHL seasons, the 34-year-old is 105-47-11-7 (.671) 
in the regular season.
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NHL Power Rankings way-too-early edition: Where do the Avalanche, Lightning, every 
other team land? 

By Kristen Shilton  

The Colorado Avalanche dethroned the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to become the NHL's 2022 Stanley Cup 
champions. Hats off to the Avalanche! Well done, Lightning, 
on almost three-peating! 

While Colorado gets to enjoy its parade, we're already 
turning the page. 

Here are our way-too-early NHL Power Rankings for the 
2022-23 season. Plus, before the fun of free agency begins 
on July 13, we're making one recommendation for each club 
on how it can improve its prospects heading into next 
season. 

Don't worry, Colorado is high on the list as a potential repeat 
champ. Where does everyone else fall in line with only three 
months (not that we're counting) until the puck drops on the 
2022-23 season? Find out below. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another, and those results are tabulated to produce the list 
featured here. 

Note: Stanley Cup odds courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

2021-22 record: 56-19-7, 119 points 
Result: Won Stanley Cup 
2023 Cup odds: +450 

Move to make: Re-sign Valeri Nichushkin 

Nichushkin had a career-best regular season and excellent 
playoffs. The pending unrestricted free agent deserves a 
significant raise from the two-year, $5 million deal about to 
expire. Colorado should pay up. Nichushkin is a perfect fit for 
the Avalanche, and he'll be more affordable than fellow 
pending UFA Nazem Kadri. Nichushkin stepped up when 
Kadri was out late in the postseason, and at 27, he's four 
years younger than Kadri. In Nichushkin, you're getting a 
high-end, 200-foot player who has room to grow. General 
manager Joe Sakic knows what to do. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

2021-22 record: 51-23-8, 110 points 
Result: Lost in Stanley Cup Final 
2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Get some rest 

Seriously. Tampa Bay needs a break. Breathe. Reset. Figure 
out what's next for this franchise. Then start answering the 
big questions: Is this team capable of another Stanley Cup 
run? Is it time for a more significant retooling, particularly on 

the defensive side? Is there enough depth overall? The 
Lightning have been on a high these past two offseasons. 
Sitting in some disappointment can provide perspective. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

2021-22 record: 54-21-7, 115 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Trade Petr Mrazek 

Mrazek's three-year, $11.4 million contract (which includes a 
10-team no-move clause) is aging poorly with two seasons to 
go. Also, Toronto is up against the salary cap with no starting 
goaltender signed for next season. Somehow, GM Kyle 
Dubas has to get out from under Mrazek. The veteran was 
injured too often last season and hardly stellar when he did 
play (12-6-0, .888 save percentage, 3.34 goals-against 
average). Toronto will need serious cap space to lock up a 
long-term No. 1 goalie, whether that's Jack Campbell or 
someone else. Finding a new home for Mrazek -- and adding 
a backup for a lower cap hit -- would help there. 

4. New York Rangers 

2021-22 record: 52-24-6, 110 points 
Result: Lost in Eastern Conference finals 
2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Keep Kaapo Kakko 

It was weird that coach Gerard Gallant scratched Kakko in 
Game 6 of the Eastern Conference finals. And even Gallant 
acknowledged after that loss it was a "possibility" the 
restricted free agent could have played his final game with 
the team. We've seen young, talented (and 
underappreciated) players receive offer sheets before. Kakko 
could easily be next. Given how Gallant treated him amid a 
decent overall postseason might make leaving seem 
favorable. It wouldn't be for New York. The Rangers must 
repair the relationship and get a deal done. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

2021-22 record: 54-20-8, 116 points 
Result: Lost in second round 
2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Explore the goalie market (again) 

Frederik Andersen had a stellar regular season -- until he 
was, again, derailed by injury. Andersen missed all of 
Carolina's postseason run because of a knee issue, another 
ill-timed injury like those populating his past. Questions were 
raised about whether Andersen could have returned (at less 
than 100%) for the Hurricanes but didn't. How is the rapport 
between team and player there? Then there's Antti Raanta, 
who had his own injury woes. Can Carolina trust Andersen 
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and Raanta to be a tandem again next season? Is 
Andersen's health an issue? The Hurricanes might have due 
diligence to conduct on the open market either way. 

6. Florida Panthers 

2021-22 record: 58-18-6, 122 points 
Result: Lost in second round 
2023 Cup odds: +900 

Move to make: Find their next Claude Giroux 

Will Florida be able to re-sign pending UFA Giroux? Will they 
want to? The Panthers felt acquiring Giroux at the trade 
deadline was important despite already being the NHL's 
highest-scoring team. All that production dried up come the 
playoffs, in which the Panthers were also an inexcusable 1-
for-31 on the power play. If Florida has any doubt its regular 
season offense was a mirage, then adding -- or keeping -- a 
reliable top-six scorer should be prioritized. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

2021-22 record: 43-31-8, 94 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Decide on a starting goalie 

Vegas dealt with heavy goaltending drama late last season. 
Robin Lehner played hurt and eventually underwent surgery. 
Laurent Brossoit was injured, too. Rookie Logan Thompson 
was a great story trying to get Vegas to the postseason with 
a 4-1-3 record, .905 SV% and 2.77 GAA down the stretch. 
The Golden Knights need a No. 1 to reliably stabilize the 
position long term under new head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

2021-22 record: 49-27-6, 104 points 
Result: Lost in Western Conference finals 
2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Take care of your own 

Edmonton has a lot to do this summer. Priority one should be 
pending RFAs Ryan McLeod, Jesse Puljujarvi and Kailer 
Yamamoto. GM Ken Holland said he had to figure out if 
Puljujarvi is part of the Oilers' future, and why not? Puljujarvi 
skated in the top six, took some much-needed strides and 
can own a checking line role. McLeod showed significant 
improvements the past eight months. And Yamamoto is as 
capable a forward as Puljujarvi in terms of versatility. Before 
Holland thinks about re-signing Evander Kane or finding 
Mike Smith's replacement in net, focus should be on 
securing the Oilers' homegrown talent. 

9. Minnesota Wild 

2021-22 record: 53-22-7, 113 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +1600 

Move to make: Trade Kevin Fiala 

Fiala could be a useful player on many teams. His biggest 
value to Minnesota is on the trade block. GM Bill Guerin 
wants Marc-Andre Fleury back. That won't come cheaply. 
Guerin acquired Tyson Jost at the deadline. He extended 

Jordan Greenway. Guerin has spent (limited) Wild cap 
space, but not on Fiala. And there's only about $8 million to 
spare going into next season. Fiala is a 25-year-old pending 
RFA who just completed a 33-goal regular season. Someone 
out there needs him. Guerin's job is to find the fit. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

2021-22 record: 49-22-11, 109 points 
Result: Lost in second round 
2023 Cup odds: +1600 

Move to make: Extend David Perron 

Did anyone expect Perron to be St. Louis' leading scorer in 
the playoffs? Nine goals and 13 points in 12 games says he 
was. Even at 34, Perron is a worthy investment for the Blues. 
There's natural curiosity about how GM Doug Armstrong will 
navigate the Vladimir Tarasenko trade request situation and 
whether he can shed Marco Scandella's contract. Perron is a 
layup. He loves being in St. Louis, and vice versa. Perron is 
productive, a strong leader and all-around asset. Done deal. 

11. Calgary Flames 

2021-22 record: 50-21-11, 111 points 
Result: Lost in second round 
2023 Cup odds: +1800 

Move to make: Re-sign Johnny Gaudreau 

This is so easy. Calgary needs Gaudreau. He's not wearing 
a "C" but he could be. Gaudreau is the Flames' best player, 
the face of their franchise and an exceptional all-around 
talent. The season he just had playing with Matthew Tkachuk 
and Elias Lindholm showed how Gaudreau has evolved into 
a more effective two-way player. This is Gaudreau at his 
best. To let him walk in free agency would be a mistake. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

2021-22 record: 46-25-11, 103 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +2000 

Move to make: Secure the top six (i.e., keep Evgeni Malkin) 

Pittsburgh had a fantastic first line last season in Sidney 
Crosby, Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust. What the Penguins 
lacked was a complementary second unit that could be just 
as effective come playoff time. Malkin remains their best 
option at center there; all he needs is a new contract. Then, 
Ron Hextall has to find the correct wingers. Malkin is best 
paired with guys who can hold onto the puck, cycle and 
score greasy goals. 

13. Dallas Stars 

2021-22 record: 46-30-7, 98 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +4000 

Move to make: Let DeBoer guide the way 

Dallas' primary offseason issue was whether Rick Bowness 
should continue behind the bench. That question was 
answered when Bowness was fired and subsequently 
replaced by Peter DeBoer. Now the Stars need to start 
taking notes. Dallas has been wildly inconsistent the past 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 28, 2022 

 

couple of seasons, but there are great players in place. 
Goaltender Jake Oettinger is a cornerstone. RFA Jason 
Robertson will get his deal done. Miro Heiskanen is a top-tier 
blueliner. DeBoer just has to put the puzzle back together. 
He deserves support from the top down in doing it his way. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 record: 44-27-11, 99 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +2500 

Move to make: Add some bite 

Los Angeles could use a little sandpaper. Outside of Carl 
Grundstrom, the Kings don't have many grinder types. It 
showed through against Edmonton in their first-round playoff 
series, in which the Oilers badly outhit Los Angeles and 
seemed to make the Kings more hesitant to engage. 
Edmonton is a skill team that can challenge physically; Los 
Angeles should emulate that. Maybe it's a mindset shift, 
maybe it comes via new personnel. For years, the Kings 
were fearsome on the ice. Bringing back some heaviness 
goes a long way. 

15. Boston Bruins 

2021-22 record: 51-26-5, 107 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +1800 

Move to make: Shore up the center position 

Whether Patrice Bergeron plays again or not, Boston has to 
address its center depth. Erik Haula and Charlie Coyle are 
fine, but the Bruins need a long-term, top-end talent who can 
eventually replace Bergeron. Clearly, a No. 1 center isn't 
easy to find and Boston has Jack Studnicka in the wings. 
The Bruins don't have a great deal of time to get better down 
the middle. GM Don Sweeney has to start now. 

16. Nashville Predators 

2021-22 record: 45-30-7, 97 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +5000 

Move to make: Get Juuse Saros some help 

Forget free agent Filip Forsberg for a moment. Nashville 
really needs a capable No. 2 netminder. Saros was the 
Predators' unquestioned MVP last season, and without him, 
their postseason hopes went belly up. David Rittich was 
awful in relief. Third-stringer Connor Ingram gave it a go, but 
Colorado had an easy sweep. GM David Poile will try to 
settle the dollars and cents to bring back Forsberg. Tougher -
- but just as important -- is targeting the right complement in 
net. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

2021-22 record: 40-30-12, 92 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +6000 

Move to make: Identify a third-line center 

Vancouver is on the clock. The Canucks have nine forward 
contracts expiring over the next two seasons. There are 

tough decisions to come in a salary-cap world. Most 
immediately, the Canucks need to round out their center 
depth. Can it be with Jason Dickinson, who underwhelmed 
after Vancouver signed him to a three-year, $7.95 million 
contract last August? If not, then who? The Canucks have a 
talented young roster that should be challenging for a playoff 
berth. Stability down the middle is key. 

18. New York Islanders 

2021-22 record: 37-35-10, 84 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +4000 

Move to make: Drill down on defense 

The Islanders have five defensemen under contract for 2022-
23. That's not ideal. Zdeno Chara might not be back; ditto 
Andy Greene. Noah Dobson and Sebastian Aho require new 
deals. Even having them back in the fold requires further 
masterminding from GM Lou Lamoriello. The Islanders need 
a solid top-four rotation at least. Does that come through 
trades? Free agency? 

19. Washington Capitals 

2021-22 record: 44-26-12, 100 points 
Result: Lost in first round 
2023 Cup odds: +3000 

Move to make: Address holes in the top six 

The Capitals are looking for reinforcements. Nicklas 
Backstrom recently had hip surgery and faces a "lengthy" 
recovery process. Tom Wilson underwent knee surgery and 
is expected to miss six to eight months. Those are two top-
six contributors who could be unavailable until halfway 
through next season. Washington's window to win another 
Stanley Cup won't be open for long. Alex Ovechkin won't be 
this elite forever. And he can't do it all alone for the Capitals. 
GM Brian MacLellan should be scouring the trade and free-
agent markets for help. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

2021-22 record: 31-37-14, 76 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Bolster scoring depth 

The Ducks are noticeably top-heavy. Troy Terry and Trevor 
Zegras eclipsed the 60-point plateau last season. Cam 
Fowler and Adam Henrique hit 42 points each. To escape 
the ongoing rebuild, Anaheim needs more offensive 
production. Rickard Rakell is gone. Ryan Getzlaf has retired. 
Who replaces their contributions? What more can GM Pat 
Verbeek add to make the Ducks dangerous? Zegras and 
Terry are great talents who will only improve with more skill 
players around them. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

2021-22 record: 39-32-11, 89 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +5000 

Move to make: Trade Blake Wheeler 
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Winnipeg is at an interesting crossroads. Pierre-Luc Dubois 
is mulling whether he wants to stay long term with the Jets. 
Mark Scheifele sounds increasingly negative about his own 
future in Winnipeg. Oh, and they still don't have a coach. 
Where are the Jets going here? Trading Wheeler sends a 
message. It's nothing against Wheeler or what he has 
delivered for Winnipeg. The Jets simply have to chart 
another course. The path they've been on in recent seasons 
hasn't produced meaningful results. Moving Wheeler opens 
the door for a new direction and new voices to emerge. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

2021-22 record: 32-40-10, 74 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Splashy signing(s) on D 

Detroit gave up the second-most goals last season (310) and 
seriously lacked for defensive depth after Calder Trophy 
winner Moritz Seider. It's because of Seider that GM Steve 
Yzerman should make waves beefing up the rest of his 
defense. Serious improvements are needed and it's not a 
patch-and-dash situation. Danny DeKeyser's contract is up. 
So is Marc Staal's. Now is the time to give this D corps a full 
makeover. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

2021-22 record: 27-46-9, 63 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Stack the staff 

Obviously, New Jersey is another team looking for a proper 
starting goaltender. But another game-changing decision to 
come involves the coaches. The Devils didn't bring back 
assistants Alain Nasreddine and Mark Recchi. That means 
the Devils' defense and power play will be under new 
management. Players are one thing, but the right coaches 
make a difference in how well that talent executes. New 
Jersey wanted a change. Whom can they bet on to turn the 
tide? 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

2021-22 record: 37-38-7, 81 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Ink Patrik Laine to a new deal 

If Laine was sincere this spring in saying he wants to stay in 
Columbus, the Blue Jackets should get a long-term deal 
done ASAP. It's no secret Columbus has had retention 
issues in the past with top-tier talents. Laine will put butts in 
the seats (and raise them back out with many, many goals). 
Maybe we haven't even seen the best of Laine yet. If he can 
keep improving in a stable environment, that's a win for 
everyone. The Blue Jackets should covet those who covet 
being with them. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

2021-22 record: 28-42-12, 68 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Sign an NHL goalie 

It's incredible that Chicago does not have an NHL goaltender 
under contract. How does that happen? Point being, GM 
Kyle Davidson needs to fill out his goaltending depth chart 
ASAP. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

2021-22 record: 32-39-11, 75 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Franchise goaltender needed 

It's a theme for teams that don't make the playoffs: 
Goaltenders wanted. Buffalo is on the lookout for a new No. 
1. Craig Anderson was an incredible story last season, but 
he's not a long-term solution. This franchise is on the 
upswing again -- or it will be with some consistency in the 
crease. The Sabres scrolled through six different goalies in 
2021-22 and only two of them had a save percentage north 
of .900. That can't be the case again next season. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

2021-22 record: 32-37-13, 77 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Pick the right GM 

San Jose lucked out having a successful long-term general 
manager like Doug Wilson. Now the Sharks have to find his 
successor. Interim GM Joe Will has been handling recent 
business, which gives San Jose time to reflect on who best 
can fill Wilson's shoes. San Jose is turning its keys over for 
the first time in almost 20 years. This is a monumental move 
that they have to get right. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

2021-22 record: 25-46-11, 61 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +12500 

Move to make: Make a play for Nazem Kadri 

Listen. We all want to see John Tortorella coaching Kadri. 
Purely from a personality perspective, it could be great 
theatre. But Kadri could seriously help the Flyers in a big 
way. He's coming off a career regular season and just won a 
Stanley Cup. Kadri deserves to cash in on a long-term deal, 
and he's the type of personality Flyer fans will love having 
after a tough couple of years for the franchise. 

29. Montreal Canadiens 

2021-22 record: 22-49-11, 55 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Trade Jeff Petry 

It wouldn't be easy for GM Kent Hughes to move Petry and 
the three years remaining (at $6.25 million per season) on 
his contract. But it would be the best thing for everyone. 
Petry is a constant source of trade rumors, and the saga has 
gone on long enough. If Montreal can find a suitor for the 
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defenseman, it'd clear up some cap space and continue the 
rebuild in earnest. And Petry would get a fresh start. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

2021-22 record: 33-42-7, 73 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Part with Matt Murray 

The Matt Murray era in Ottawa has been dramatic and 
mostly unsuccessful. The Senators' best option moving 
forward would be finding another partner for Anton Forsberg. 
Easier said than done, of course. Murray has a 10-team no-
trade list and is only halfway through his four-year, $25 
million contract. However, there are plenty of teams in the 
market for goaltenders. Ottawa would have to retain some 
salary, but the right trade partner could be out there. It would 
be a weight off the Senators to close that chapter and open a 
new door for Murray to rebound. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

2021-22 record: 27-49-6, 60 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +15000 

Move to make: Draft like a champion 

GM Ron Francis stated his commitment to "building a team 
through the draft." Time for Francis to do it. He's got 12 picks 
to work with (so far) in the 2022 draft, five of which are in the 
first and second round. Francis has to hit on those to achieve 
his ultimate goal of crafting a contender via the slow and 
steady route. It will take years before draftees turn into 
impact players, but if Francis can inject hope into the team -- 
and fan base -- for a bright future ahead, that'll be a win. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

2021-22 record: 25-50-7, 57 points 
Result: Missed playoffs 
2023 Cup odds: +25000 

Move to make: Have some fun 

It's going to be strange watching NHL games in a 
(comparatively) tiny college arena. The Coyotes have to lean 
into the weirdness and make it a good time -- whatever that 
looks like. Capitalizing on the uniqueness of their long-term 
arena uncertainty is a good way to take some of the pressure 
off questions about this organization's future -- and the many 
dramas surrounding this ongoing project in Tempe. 
Sometimes the best defense is a good offense.
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About Last Season: Steven Lorentz 

The young forward looked to build off his rookie season, but 
struggled to find a new gear. 

By Zeke Lukow 

Steven Lorentz By the Numbers 

Age: 26 

NHL Seasons: 2 

Scoring: 8 goals, 5 assists, 13 points in 67 games 

Playoff Scoring: 0 goals, 0 assists, 0 points in 5 games 

Advanced Statistics: 55.46 CF%, 55.89 SCF%, 52.99 xGF%, 
50% GF% 

Average TOI: 10:26 ES, 0:02 PP, 0:25 SH 

Contract Status: Restricted Free Agent, Arbitration Eligible 

Steven Lorentz was originally drafted 186th overall by the 
Carolina Hurricanes in the 2015 NHL Entry Draft. The 6-foot-
4, 206-pound center has had a unique path to the NHL. He 
bounced between the ECHL and AHL between 2017-2019 
before quickly rising through the organization and becoming 
an NHL regular in 2020. 

After breaking into the lineup last season, it was expected 
that he would have a larger role this season. However, those 
plans were derailed with the signing of Derek Stepan who 
was brought in to add depth and experience. His signing 
pushed Lorentz down from an every night player to a 
rotational player who was often scratched. 

Despite not having a larger role with the team, Lorentz has 
looked more comfortable in the NHL which has equated to 
higher production. The production increase doesn't blow 
anyone away but his .69 G/60 is up over his .18 G/60 last 
season and his 1.25 P/60 is up over his 1.07 P/60 last 
season. While those numbers don't appear eye-popping, his 
.69 G/60 is higher than both Vincent Trocheck (.64) and 
Martin Necas (.61).  

While the rate increases are nice, he still needs to prove that 
he can score double-digit goals and also provide offense 

through assists and hit the next tier. The Canes are a team 
that are looking to compete for a cup, they need players who 
are able to get to that next level even in the bottom six and 
Lorentz has struggled to shift gears. 

This low production is compounded because of his lack of 
physicality. He is one of the biggest players on the team but 
he hasn’t embraced the role of using his body, something 
that the team needs. His 67 hits rank 13th on the team 
behind Seth Jarvis and fellow fourth-liner Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
Both players are both smaller and have more offensive 
upside which is why they are in the long-term plans for the 
Canes. 

That was his biggest issue this season, he wasn’t undeniable 
in any specific area which is what allowed the coaching staff 
to scratch him for roughly 20% of the season. Where he 
could excel is developing into a replacement for Nino 
Niederreiter. If he increases that physicality he could end up 
being a cheaper replacement if the team cannot re-sign the 
Swiss forward. 

Heading into the off-season the Canes would like to keep 
Lorentz and it would make sense to have a short-term deal 
for under $2 million AAV. It is highly likely that he could make 
it to arbitration because the Canes have a reputation for 
playing hardball and Lorentz’s case would appear weak to 
the team.  

Lorentz is a fun guy to root for and he has potential. No one 
would complain about seeing him out on the ice, but his 
inability to seize the opportunity at the NHL level to be 
anything more than a replacement-level player thus far has 
been disappointing. However, he will continue being the 
hardworking player that he is regardless of the role he plays. 

Depending on Lorentz’s ask, the Canes also have some 
options within the organization that could replace Lorentz. 
The Canes AHL affiliate successfully won back-to-back 
Calder Cups. They could look at re-signing Josh Levio or 
Andrew Potularski at a lower rate or call up Jack Drury who 
had two goals in two games with the Canes this season.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/season-in-review-the-goaltenders/c-334718416 

https://www.nhl.com/news/jack-drury-eyeing-nhl-after-calder-cup-championship/c-334757266 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34153785/nhl-power-rankings-way-too-early-edition-where-do-avalanche-lightning-every-other-team-land 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/27/23184341/about-last-season-steven-lorentz 
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Here’s what the Carolina Hurricanes’ NHL roster and lineup might look 
like in 2022-23 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JUNE 27, 2022 7:25 AM 

 

So do Canes fans. 

With NHL free agency still a few weeks away, and with contract and 
trade decisions still to be made by Canes management, it’s a good time 
to muse about next season’s lineup, and how it could look. Just 
guesstimates, of course, but why not? 

Here’s a stab at it: 

Forwards 

Andrei Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Seth Jarvis 

Teuvo Teravainen-Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Martin Necas 

Nino Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 

Steven Lorentz-Jack Drury-Jordan Martinook 

Defenseman 

Jaccob Slavin-Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole-Jalen Chatfield 

Goalies 

Frederik Andersen 

Antti Raanta 

FREE AGENT ASSUMPTIONS 

That’s the “status quo lineup,” minus a major trade or free-agent 
acquisition that president and general manager Don Waddell might be 
cooking up that could shake things up. And some big assumptions 
obviously are being made. 

One is that center Vincent Trocheck could leave in free agency. 

Brind’Amour admires Trocheck’s gritty style of play, saying after the 
season, “We want to get ‘Tro’ back … that’s a priority.” Trocheck, in turn, 
said he’d like to return to complete some “unfinished business” after the 
Canes’ second-round exit in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But Trocheck, an unrestricted free agent, could get a contract offer 
elsewhere that he can’t refuse, and the Canes could decide not to match 
— that’s NHL business. 

Another assumption is that the Canes will re-sign Niederreiter, like 
Trocheck a UFA, and keep the Staal line together. Suffice it to say 
Brind’Amour likely does not mull over breaking up the Staal line. 

One guess is that the Canes will come to contract terms with DeAngelo, 
a restricted free agent. Some serious work needs to be done but the 
Canes want to keep a D-man who had 51 points and quarterbacks the 
top power-play unit. 

They also could bring back Cole, a two-time Stanley Cup winner with 
Pittsburgh who fit in well this season with Carolina. And if not Cole, 
another UFA with experience. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter (21) controls the puck in front 
of New York Rangers’ goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) during the first period 
on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

BANKING ON KOTKANIEMI 

Is Kotkaniemi ready for a bigger role? The Canes obviously believe he is, 
first acquiring the Finnish center with an offer sheet to the Montreal 
Canadiens — at a price of $6.1 million last season — and then signing 
him in March to an eight-year contract with an annual average payout of 
$4.82 million. 

That’s quite a commitment. Kotkaniemi, who will be 22 on July 6, had 12 
goals and 29 points in 66 games last season, albeit averaging 12 
minutes of ice time and often used as the fourth-line center. His playoff 
performance with the Canes: two assists in 14 games, and that after 
scoring five goals in 19 playoff games for Montreal in 2021. 

“There were a lot of ups and downs, I feel,” Kotkaniemi said in analyzing 
his season during his exit interview. “I feel I’m ready for bigger minutes 
but I’ll take whatever they give me. The competition here is really hard. I 
need to be ready when I come to (preseason) camp and be ready to 
compete.” 

Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi has “huge potential” and added “there’s a 
lot there.” They’ll be counting on that next season. 

UP AND COMING 

Looking to make the jump from the American Hockey League will be 
Drury and Chatfield after the Chicago Wolves’ run to the Calder Cup 
championship. 

Drury, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2018, had a cameo 
appearance with the Canes this past season. Making his NHL debut Dec. 
16 against Detroit, he scored and was named the game’s first star. He 
also scored in his second game, against the Kings, before being 
reassigned to the Wolves. 

Drury, 22, had solid numbers with the Wolves in the regular season – 20 
goals, 32 assists in 68 games – and had nine goals and 15 assists (24 
points) in the Wolves’ 18 playoff games. 

Chatfield, who already had NHL experience with Vancouver, got in 16 
games with the Canes this season, the last in mid-March. Mobile and 
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physical, he’s a right-shot D-man who appears ready to push for a lineup 
spot with Carolina. 

An X-factor on defense could be veteran Jake Gardiner, who was 
sidelined this past season after hip and back surgery but has been 
medically cleared to return. Gardiner’s playing status will be determined 
by his offseason conditioning and then play in preseason camp. 

All that said, Waddell will have the final say — likely with Brind’Amour in 
his ear. 

News Observer LOADED: 06.28.2022 

1248344 Websites 

 

Herb Carnegie is a worthy Hall of Famer, and every fan should know his 
story 

 

Sean McIndoe5-6 minutes 28/06/2022 

 

Whenever the Hockey Hall of Fame announces a new class of honorees, 
it’s only natural that most of the focus goes to the players’ side. It’s a thrill 
to see somebody you grew up watching get the sport’s ultimate honor, 
and maybe you skip over the builder’s category, thinking it’s for the long-
forgotten old-timers and suit-and-tie cronies. 

This year, please don’t make that mistake with Herb Carnegie. 

If you know Carnegie’s story, you understand how overdue this honor 
was. If you don’t, well, you really should, and that’s why it’s so important 
that the Hall has finally honored him. 

Carnegie is often cited as hockey’s first Black star, and that’s a big part of 
his story, but his case for induction doesn’t start there. Quite simply, he 
was among the most successful professional players of the 1940s and 
1950s, a three-time MVP in the Quebec Provincial League who later 
starred on a line with Jean Beliveau for the Quebec Aces of the vaunted 
Quebec Senior Hockey League. This was back in the days when the 
NHL was still relatively new and wasn’t the only high-level pro league in 
North America, so Carnegie’s dominance of elite competition makes him 
a worthy HHOF candidate just on the merits of his play. 

But of course, his legacy goes well beyond his on-ice achievements. A 
Canadian of Jamaican descent, Carnegie faced racism throughout his 
career, including ugly taunts and insults from opponents and fans. As 
Carnegie was beginning to earn the attention of NHL scouts, there were 
comments attributed to legendary Maple Leafs owner Conn Smythe 
suggesting that Toronto would have gladly signed the up-and-coming 
star if not for his race; in one version of the story, Smythe makes a 
tongue-in-cheek offer of $10,000 to anyone who can come up with a way 
to turn Carnegie white. Some historians have disputed whether Smythe 
actually said those things, but at the very least, such comments wouldn’t 
have raised many eyebrows in the era. When it came to the hockey 
world, Carnegie was, to borrow the title of his autobiography, a fly in a 
pail of milk. He knew it, and with little other choice, he embraced the 
challenge that came with it. 

Carnegie was eventually offered a tryout by the Rangers in 1948, a full 
decade before Willie O’Ree would become the first Black player in NHL 
history. He earned a minor-league contract offer that likely would have 
led to an eventual NHL job, but he chose to remain in the QSHL rather 
than take a pay cut to start in New York’s farm system. Another 
opportunity never came. His former linemate Beliveau would later share 
his belief that Carnegie was excluded from the NHL because of his skin 
color, a view that was echoed by others, including Hall of Fame referee 
Red Storey. 

While he never played in the NHL, Carnegie’s success inspired future 
generations, including a teenaged O’Ree (who years later would say that 

“it should have been Herbie” who made NHL history). After retiring as a 
player, Carnegie went on to open one of Canada’s first hockey schools, 
with an emphasis on creating a culture of respect and tolerance. He was 
named to the Order of Canada in 1996. 

And then, for far too many years, that’s where the story ended. While the 
HHOF committee’s indefensible veil of secrecy means we have no way 
of knowing how close any candidate is coming in any given year, 
Carnegie seemed to fade from the wider discussion. Embarrassingly, the 
same was largely true of O’Ree. The HHOF finally rectified that oversight 
in 2018, and thankfully O’Ree lived to see his name take its place 
alongside the game’s legends. 

Carnegie did not, having passed away in 2012. There had been a push in 
recent years to finally see him inducted, one that was led by his family. 
(His daughter Bernice is co-founder of The Carnegie Initiative, whose 
mission is “to ensure that hockey is inclusive, supportive and welcoming 
to all.”) With O’Ree belatedly but rightfully honored, the hockey world 
seemed willing to recognize that the role of people of color in the sport’s 
history went beyond one man and one moment. There’s still work to be 
done and stories to be told, and perhaps the HHOF committee will 
consider Larry Kwong next. For now, we can hold two thoughts in our 
head at the same time — that the inductions of O’Ree and Carnegie 
came far too late, and that both were well-deserved and worth 
celebrating. 

We’ll get that chance to salute Carnegie on induction night in November, 
as he finally gets a measure of the recognition from the hockey world that 
he was largely denied in his lifetime. It will be a landmark day for his 
family, for the many future generations that he inspired, and for the 
hockey fans who know his story, whenever it was that they finally learned 
it. The Hockey Hall of Fame did the right thing on Monday, by Herb 
Carnegie the player and Herb Carnegie the man, and that’s worth 
celebrating. 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.28.2022 
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The Hockey Hall of Fame’s 2022 class explained 

 

Eric Duhatschek11-14 minutes 27/06/2022 

 

The Hockey Hall of Fame announced its class of 2022 and as usual, it’s 
an eclectic mix — a few sure things, or near sure things, plus a couple of 
out-of-left-field candidates that finally made the grade after long waits. 

Officially, the HHOF selection committee selected five players in Roberto 
Luongo, Daniel Alfredsson, Daniel and Henrik Sedin and Riikka Sallinen 
as well as Herb Carnegie in the builders’ category. 

The 18-member selection committee was meeting in person for the first 
time since 2019. The process was more complicated and contentious 
than usual, in part because there were two groups of first-year eligible 
players under consideration this time around. 

That’s because the selection committee didn’t meet at all in 2021, given 
that the previous year’s class (headed by Jarome Iginla and Marian 
Hossa) hadn’t been officially inducted yet. 

It meant, for example, the Sedins had to wait a year to be considered for 
the first time, and in that span, it also made eligible their longtime 
teammate in Vancouver, Luongo. 

What are my thoughts on this Hockey Hall of Fame class? 

The Sedins were almost certainly going to get in at some point. The main 
question was, would they be elected in their first year of eligibility, given 
that it would be unlikely that one would be chosen and not the other? 
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Their careers followed parallel paths, ever since then-Vancouver 
Canucks general manager Brian Burke orchestrated a complicated trade 
at the 1999 draft, which allowed him to select both players. 

It might have been Burke’s greatest achievement as a GM, given the 
other two players selected at the top of that draft, Patrik Stefan and Pavel 
Brendl, barely registered a ripple at the NHL level. 

Burke is a member of the HHOF selection committee, and while the 
committee’s deliberations are held in secret, it’s certain he was a strong 
advocate on their behalf. Under the Hall’s protocols, Burke would have 
only been able to nominate one Sedin himself. Another member of the 
selection committee would have been required to nominate the other. 

The Sedins’ NHL careers got off to a relatively slow start — averaging 
under half a point per game in their first three seasons — before 
escalating in Year 4 and eventually becoming stars in the league. They 
each won multiple major awards — Henrik the Hart in 2010, the Art Ross 
in 2011 and Daniel the Ted Lindsay in 2011 and the Art Ross in 2011 — 
and they shared the King Clancy in 2016. They were also mainstays of 
Sweden’s national team and won a gold medal in 2006 in Torino, but the 
closest they came to winning the Stanley Cup was in 2011, when the 
Canucks lost a heartbreaker in seven games to the Boston Bruins. 

Luongo was also a member of that Vancouver team. 

Alfredsson’s resume, in some ways, was quite similar to his countrymen, 
the Sedins. He was also a member of Sweden’s 2006 gold medal-
winning team and had an exceptional Olympics — 10 points in eight 
games. The Calder Trophy winner in his rookie season with the Ottawa 
Senators in 1995-96, Alfredsson led the 2007 NHL playoffs in goals (14) 
and points (222), though the Senators ultimately lost in the Stanley Cup 
Final to the Anaheim Ducks. But his resume wasn’t all that different from 
other candidates, who’d been eligible for years and hadn’t made the cut. 
More on that below. 

Why do so few goalies make the Hockey Hall of Fame? 

Of the players in the male category, Luongo was the closest to a 
certainty, given that he is currently fourth all-time on the goalie wins list 
with 489, trailing only Martin Brodeur, Patrick Roy and Marc-Andre 
Fleury. Luongo was third all-time when he retired (Fleury has passed him 
since). He is second in games played at 1,044 and ninth all time in 
shutouts with 77. 

Historically, goalies have been underrepresented in the Hall of Fame’s 
male player category, especially in recent years. Since Billy Smith was 
elected in 1993, there have been only seven goalies chosen in a 29-year 
span (Grant Fuhr, Patrick Roy, Ed Belfour, Dominik Hasek, Rogie 
Vachon and Martin Brodeur). 

There is a certain symmetry to Luongo entering the Hall alongside his 
long-time Canucks’ teammates, the Sedins. It’s reminiscent of the class 
of 2017, when a pair of Ducks’ teammates, Teemu Selanne and Paul 
Kariya, were inducted together. 

Why did it take so long for Herb Carnegie to finally make it? 

In the builder’s category, Carnegie probably should have been selected a 
long time ago, a player who was basically denied a chance to play in the 
NHL in the 1940s and 1950s because of his skin color. Carnegie starred 
at the senior hockey level in Canada and though had a chance to try out 
for the New York Rangers, was never given a chance to play on the NHL 
team. Given that he could earn more in Canada’s minor leagues, he 
turned the opportunity down. 

When asked on the Hall of Fame’s live broadcast unveiling the class of 
2022, Mike Gartner, chairman of the HHOF selection committee, 
explained it this way: 

“So, when you have someone like Herb Carnegie, because of the color of 
his skin, was not allowed to play in our league, because of the way it was 
at the time. That’s a problem. We’re looking at it. We’re looking at the 
type of legacy that he’s left and the way our society is going right now 
and it felt like the right thing to do. Herb Carnegie is part of the whole 

healing process — and the process of moving forward in a positive 
manner.” 

Why wasn’t Caroline Ouellette selected? 

Arguably, the biggest surprise came on the female player side where the 
long-time star of the Finnish national team, Riikka Sallinen (née 
Nieminen and previously also known under the name Välilä) was elected 
ahead of Caroline Ouellette. Internationally, Sallinen represented Finland 
at the IIHF Women’s European Championships, winning three times, 
participated in eight IIHF Ice Hockey Women’s World Championships 
taking home six bronze medals and one silver, and made four Olympic 
Winter Games appearances, collecting two bronze medals. 

But Ouellette is arguably one of the top five female players of all time and 
produced a glittering resume, from the time she played college for 
Minnesota-Duluth to 16 years on Canada’s national team and to a long 
career in the Canadian Women’s Hockey League. 

Ouellette was a four-time Olympic gold medalist and was captain of 
Canada’s 2014 team in Sochi. Additionally, she won six gold and six 
silver medals at a dozen world championships, four Clarkson Cups 
(CWHL championships), and is third all-time in games played for 
Canada’s national team, behind two Hall of Famers, Hayley 
Wickenheiser and Jayna Hefford. 

It’s hard to imagine her getting overlooked next year. 

What Hockey Hall of Fame speech are you looking forward to the most? 

Unquestionably, Luongo’s. He is one of the most charming and genuinely 
funny men you’ll ever come across. If hockey hadn’t worked out, he 
would have had a long and successful career in stand-up comedy. For 
years, in Vancouver, he’d do little TV schticks on TSN, The Sports 
Network, gently sending up himself and his long-time partner in goal, 
Cory Schneider. 

His Twitter handle: Strombone1 has, off and on, been one of the most 
entertaining follows on social media (770,170 followers at last count) — 
though he hasn’t been nearly as active post-career as he was during his 
career, he was always good for a laugh. He will be sensational on the 
stage in November, during induction ceremonies. 

Who’s next to make the Hockey Hall of Fame? 

No HHOF discussion is ever complete without the usual discussion of 
who’s next, and who’s been overlooked. First, let’s look quickly ahead of 
the class of 2023, which will feature another almost sure thing in goal — 
the legendary Rangers’ goaltender Henrik Lundqvist — and one very 
interesting candidate, because of his big-game reputation, Justin 
Williams. 

Why didn’t Alex Mogilny make it this year? 

Here at The Athletic, we’ve chaired our own selection committees twice 
now, in a bid to mirror the Hall’s actual process. Twice, we’ve elected 
Alex Mogilny, who has been eligible since three years after his retirement 
— and still hasn’t made it over the line yet. Mogilny was a trailblazer for 
Russian players wanting to play in the NHL, defecting in 1989, and 
completing his NHL career with 1,032 points in 990 games, which also 
included a spectacular 76-goal season in 1992-93. 

Career point totals only tell part of the story, because some players 
produced their best seasons during the height of the NHL goal-scoring 
era and others had to suffer through the downs of the dead-puck era. In 
terms of pure raw numbers, there are four players with above 1,200 
career points still not in the Hall (Pierre Turgeon, Jeremy Roenick, Bernie 
Nicholls and Vince Damphousse) — and one not far behind (Rod 
Brind’Amour at 1,184). 

A handful of others (Keith Tkachuk, Dave Taylor, Pat Verbeek, Brian 
Bellows, Theo Fleury) produced numbers comparable to the Sedin twins, 
though they may not have had the same impact internationally. 
Defencemen too frequently are as overlooked as goaltenders, and the 
likes of Sergei Gonchar and Gary Suter also remain on the outside 
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looking in, though they have stats that put them in the same company as 
other successful Hall of Fame candidates. 

Who would I pick for this year’s Hockey Hall of Fame class? 

Full disclosure. I served on the Hall of Fame selection committee for 15 
years between 2004 and 2018, before reaching my term limit. You sign a 
confidentiality agreement before you join, promising not to discuss the 
committee’s inner dialogue so committee members can freely exchange 
opinions, pro and con, over a candidate’s merits. There are maximums in 
each category as well — four male, two female and two builder and/or 
referee/linesmen in each year. One thing I always tried to do was go into 
the proceedings with an open mind which is critical, I believe, to 
genuinely consider the merits of any candidate in any given year. 

In my mind, looking at what the selection committee had to consider, I 
thought Luongo would surely get in on the male players’ side, Ouellette 
on the female players’ side, and I thought the odds were better than 50-
50 that the Sedins would get in, though there was no guarantee. That 
would have left only one spot open in the male player category; and 
without knowing who was actually nominated (because the committee 
doesn’t disclose nominees, only successful candidates), it would have 
been difficult to say how that fourth selection would have gone. 

I do believe more goalies (Mike Vernon, Tom Barrasso) need to get in. 

Mogilny, at some point, surely will squeak in as well. But I always go 
back to something that Bill Hay, the former chairman of the Hall of Fame, 
said to me when I first joined the committee. It’s the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. It’s hard to get in, and it should be hard. And getting the 
necessary 14 selection committee votes is further proof. 
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2022 NHL Draft: What is each team’s biggest need? 

 

Corey Pronman11-13 minutes 27/06/2022 

 

Today we look at each NHL team’s biggest need going into the 2022 
NHL Draft.  

Biggest need, in this context, doesn’t mean the immediate need on the 
big club’s roster. This is not about filling needs for the 2022-23 NHL 
season. The purpose of this from an NHL Draft perspective is to examine 
a club’s entire depth chart at the NHL and prospect level and project their 
needs over the next few years.  

Anaheim Ducks: Defenseman 

The Ducks have some excellent young defensemen in their system, with 
Jamie Drysdale on the path to becoming a top-flight player and Olen 
Zellweger looking great in junior. After dealing Josh Manson and Hampus 
Lindholm though, there is a pressing need for more top-four defense 
talent on the team. 

Arizona Coyotes: Center 

Any look at the four centers the Coyotes were starting on any given night 
would probably lead you to the same conclusion: This organization needs 
more down the middle. I still like Barrett Hayton, but the Coyotes need a 
lot more around him. It helps there will probably be a very good center 
available at the No. 3 pick. 

Boston Bruins: Defenseman 

In terms of what the big club needs right now, I would lean toward a 
center, but the Bruins do at least have John Beecher coming and I think 
you could get some games out of Brett Harrison too. On defense, there’s 

very little on the way. Maybe you can turn Mason Lohrei into an NHL 
player, but it’s not a sure thing, and other than him there’s not much. 

Buffalo Sabres: Center 

The Sabres have a deep farm system so there’s no pressing, glaring 
need, but in a post-Jack Eichel world, center is the need I would single 
out — particularly another high-echelon center. They have a bunch of 
good pieces between Peyton Krebs, Casey Mittelstadt and Dylan Cozens 
who could possibly be those solutions, but it couldn’t hurt to add more. 

Calgary Flames: Defenseman 

The Flames have used a lot of their high picks in recent years to add 
talented forwards such as Matt Coronato, Connor Zary and Jakob 
Pelletier. They have some decent defense prospects but there is a 
glaring need for more talent at that position, especially given that Juuso 
Valimaki has yet to take that big step forward in his development. 

Carolina Hurricanes: Center 

Carolina has had a ton of draft picks over the last few years, so there’s 
no pressing need in their system. I highlighted center because while they 
have some good forward prospects, some of which are listed as centers, 
they realistically don’t have many prospects that project as legit top-
three-line NHL centers and a lot of their listed centers may get pushed to 
the wing in the NHL. 

Chicago Blackhawks: Defenseman 

I could have gone in several directions for Chicago’s biggest need but 
chose defense. I did so because after trading Adam Boqvist and Henri 
Jokiharju, and after several of their other high defense picks in recent 
years not developing as planned, there’s very little coming from that 
position in the pipeline. 

Colorado Avalanche: Goaltender 

I was tempted to say defense here after Colorado traded Justin Barron 
and Drew Helleson at the deadline, but they still have Bowen Byram who 
will be a great NHL player, and Sean Behrens had a strong year in 
college. Their top goalie prospect is Justus Annunen who has good size 
but has been just okay as a pro, and they could realistically use another 
option in case he doesn’t pan out. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Defenseman 

Columbus did a great job last year adding to a key need up front and 
particularly down the middle by taking Kent Johnson and Cole Sillinger 
high in the draft. Now, the attention turns to the blue line. Columbus has 
only used one top-two-round pick on a defenseman since Andrew Peeke 
in 2016, and it shows when you look through their reserve list. 

Dallas Stars: Defenseman 

I wouldn’t call this need for Dallas pressing — obviously they have Miro 
Heiskanen on the big club who’s still quite young, and I think Thomas 
Harley will be very good in time, too. This is a position they could use 
more depth at though because after those two there isn’t much on the 
way other than maybe Artem Grushnikov. 

Detroit Red Wings: Center 

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before, Wings fans. The Wings have 
done a very good job building up their blue line through the draft and 
adding a quality goalie in Sebastian Cossa, but given the so-so 
development of former top center pick Michael Rasmussen, this has 
become a clear position of need for the Wings to address. 

Edmonton Oilers: Goaltender 

The Oilers have a clear present need for a quality starting goalie, but that 
need won’t be addressed by this draft, given how long you’ll be waiting 
for even the best netminder. That said, their system also lacks a clear 
goalie of the future. Stuart Skinner held up well in a trial run, but he’s no 
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sure thing, so adding more depth at this position seems like a priority for 
this organization. 

Florida Panthers: Defenseman 

Florida’s system isn’t that deep and they don’t have many picks, but they 
do have several good, young forwards and Spencer Knight in net. They 
have very little coming on the blue line. I like Evan Nause but they need a 
lot more than just him. 

Los Angeles Kings: Goaltender 

The Kings have a deep organization of young talent at most positions 
including premium positions of center and defense. The one they do lack 
is a clear goalie of the future. This may not be the draft class to address 
that, but it could be worth taking a swing on at least one goalie.  

Minnesota Wild: Center  

Minnesota has done well drafting premium positions of center, defense 
and goalie in recent years. After watching Jack McBain walk and seeing 
Marat Khusnutdinov re-sign with his KHL team, a little more depth down 
the middle would be nice to add to the organization.  

Montreal Canadiens: Center 

I think you could easily argue center or goalie for Montreal here. After the 
disappointing development of No. 3 pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Ryan 
Poehling becoming a solid but not great player, they could use more 
quality depth down the middle.  

Nashville Predators: Defenseman 

After being known as a defense factory for years, Nashville has invested 
more of their draft capital recently at forward and in net. Their system has 
little coming on the blue line and you have to imagine this draft they look 
to address that.  

New Jersey Devils: Goaltender 

The Devils have had a ton of picks in recent years and have addressed a 
lot of critical needs in the draft, but the one position they still need to fill is 
a clear goalie of the future if Mackenzie Blackwood can’t be that guy. It’s 
possible Nico Daws or Akira Schmid could be, that but they’re not sure 
things.  

New York Islanders: Defenseman  

The Islanders have a lot of needs in their system so I could have gone in 
a bunch of different directions here. Noah Dobson looks great on the blue 
line, but after him it’s bleak. Maybe Robin Salo plays, but he’s not a 
guarantee.  

New York Rangers: Center 

The Rangers have picked often and high in recent years so their stable of 
young talent is in a good position with depth and quality. The one thing 
they could really use though is more depth down the middle. The positive 
playoffs from Filip Chytil is reassuring but there’s almost nothing coming 
from outside the NHL.  

Ottawa Senators: Defenseman 

Ottawa has a very good farm system and young players on the NHL club 
so I don’t really see a clear need at any one position. But if I had to pick 
one, it would be the blue line. The obvious caveat is Jake Sanderson is 
an elite defense prospect, and they have several other good defense 
prospects coming too. If I were to compare the young depth between the 
Sens forwards and blueliners, they could use one or two more quality 
blue-line prospects to play alongside Sanderson and Thomas Chabot. 
Lassi Thomson or Jacob Bernard-Docker could be that, but if they can’t, 
more depth doesn’t hurt.  

Philadelphia Flyers: Center 

The Flyers have several clear needs, but there are little answers in the 
current organization as to who their centers of the future are. In a post-
Claude Giroux era, that is a position that needs a ton of help.  

Pittsburgh Penguins: Defenseman  

The Penguins have had few draft picks in recent years and the picks they 
have made haven’t developed all that well. I could have easily gone with 
center here, but the lack of defense prospects in their pipeline is striking. 

St. Louis Blues: Defenseman  

The Blues haven’t had or kept many high picks recently, but you have to 
like the progress of top forward picks Zachary Bolduc and Jake 
Neighbours, and obviously Robert Thomas has flourished on the big 
club. On the back end, there’s less quality depth coming, and so it should 
be an area they look to address.  

San Jose Sharks: Goaltender 

San Jose has some young players at defense, wing and center, 
especially if William Eklund can play the middle. I like Benjamin 
Gaudreau but he had a so-so season so it’s not clear if he, or anyone 
else in the pipeline, is the Sharks’ goalie of the future.  

Seattle Kraken: Depth 

Having gone through only one NHL Draft with only seven picks, Seattle’s 
farm system is quite thin. Matty Beniers is great, and both Ryker Evans 
and Ryan Winterton look like solid NHL prospects, but they just need a 
lot more players.  

Tampa Bay Lightning: Scoring forwards  

Tampa hasn’t picked much or high in recent seasons so the farm is 
understandably thin with various needs. I could have picked center here, 
but I do like Jack Finley enough to think he’ll play. Looking through their 
pipeline, Tampa has a lot of hard-working forwards, but there isn’t a ton 
of skill coming, nor guys who can project to score a lot as pros.  

Toronto Maple Leafs: Center 

Roni Hirvonen is a solid prospect who I think will play in the NHL. He’s 
played the middle before, but I don’t think he’s a lock to be an NHL pivot, 
and after him there isn’t a whole lot else coming up for Toronto down the 
middle.  

Vancouver Canucks: Center 

The Canucks haven’t had many high picks in the last two years so they 
have several needs, but if I had to pick one it would be center. Yes, they 
have some very good centers on the NHL team, but there’s no obvious 
next guy up in the scenario any of them need to be replaced.  

Vegas Golden Knights: Center 

Vegas has a couple of good wing and defense prospects, but they lack 
depth in goal and particularly down the middle unless Ivan Morozov really 
hits. I’m not ruling out Nolan Patrick turning it around to an extent, but 
regardless, they could use more quality depth at center in the pipeline.  

Washington Capitals: Goaltender  

Washington’s need for a goaltender was well documented after a team 
.899 save percentage on the season. There is a lack of a next clear guy 
coming from the system as well. It’s always possible Ilya Samsonov 
bounces back due to his age and talent, though.  

Winnipeg Jets: Center 

I picked center as the position of need for the Jets — however, if 
someone like a Chaz Lucius were to find a way to play the middle as a 
pro to go with David Gustafsson, then that would alleviate their needs to 
an extent. Barring that, getting more depth down the middle stands out 
as their biggest need going into the draft.  
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Down Goes Brown: They’re not Hall of Famers, but let’s honor a Hall of 
Very Good 

 

Sean McIndoe15-19 minutes 27/06/2022 

 

The Hockey Hall of Fame will announce its class of 2022 today, the first 
in two years thanks to the pandemic. It’s a big day for fans like me, who 
love to argue over this stuff — who made it, who didn’t, who shouldn’t 
have and why. 

But while I’m sure I’ll end up debating the merits of the Sedins and 
Roberto Luongo and Henrik Zetterberg today, I wanted to go in a 
different direction for this post. Instead of the Hall of Fame, I want to write 
about some guys in the Hall of Very Good. 

That’s a phrase we break out often around this time of year, and we 
usually mean it as an insult or at least a way to diminish a player. 
Someone will make the Hall of Fame case for a Rod Brind’Amour or Guy 
Carbonneau or Daniel Alfredsson or Kevin Lowe, and someone else will 
immediately dismiss them with a wave and a “Nah, it’s supposed to be 
the Hall of Fame, not the Hall of Very Good.” 

That’s not what today is about. Instead, I want to make a roster of 20 
guys who we could probably all agree aren’t Hall of Fame material. I’m 
not doing guys like Alexander Mogilny or Jeremy Roenick, or even the 
Chris Osgoods or Pierre Turgeons. All of those guys still have a chance 
to get in someday. I mean guys who almost certainly won’t, but who still 
had great careers that are worth recognizing. (In other words, if your 
favorite player isn’t on here, just assume it’s because I think he’s going to 
the real HHOF someday instead of yelling about it in the comments.) 

Fair warning, this is pretty much going to be a list of guys from the 80s 
and 90s. Pretty much everyone from the Original Six era who was any 
good is already in the Hall of Fame and most of the more recent stars 
could still be getting consideration, so we’ll focus on a window that just 
happens to line up nicely with my childhood. And for extra fun, even 
though the real HHOF doesn’t work this way, I’m going to induct each 
one of these guys with one specific team, just to make sure we still have 
something to argue about at the end of this. 

It’s the Hall of Very Good, only as a celebration. Let’s remember some 
guys, even if the HHOF committee never will. 

First line 

C Saku Koivu, Canadiens 

In pretty much the ultimate Hall of Very Good achievement, Koivu played 
18 years in the league without ever getting a single all-star vote. Instead, 
he consistently put up 15 to 20 goals and 50+ points every year, while 
playing a two-way game and serving as Habs captain for longer than 
anyone since Jean Beliveau. And of course, there was his inspirational 
return from battling cancer in 2002, one that included one of the loudest 
ovations in hockey history. 

Retire his number, Montreal. Yeah, I know, you want to be one of those 
special teams that reserves its rafters for Hall of Famers. This guy beat 
cancer, and every one of your fans loves him. Do it. 

RW Tim Kerr, Flyers 

In the mid-80s, if you absolutely needed a winger to go out there and 
score you a goal, you turned to Mike Bossy. But if he wasn’t available, 
Tim Kerr was usually your next best option. 

After going undrafted, Kerr burst onto the scene with the Flyers with a 54-
goal season in 1983-84. It was the first of four straight years with 50+, 
making Kerr one of only 10 guys to ever have that many in a row. 

(Among the players who never accomplished it: Alexander Ovechkin, 
Pavel Bure and Mario Lemieux.) Injuries ended the streak when he 
barely played in 1987-88, but he came back with a 48-goal season the 
next year and won the Masterton for it. 

Taking out the injury year, Kerr had a peak of 272 goals over five straight 
seasons. We can wonder what Bossy would have done over a full career 
if he’d stayed healthy, but when we’re having that conversation we may 
want to wonder it about Kerr as well. 

LW Kevin Stevens, Penguins 

I get paid to write about hockey, but I’m not sure I can find the words to 
make you understand how dominant Kevin Stevens was back in the early 
90s. He was an absolute wrecking ball, not quite the traditional power 
forward (because he didn’t fight much) but just an unstoppable force on a 
Penguins team that was built on finesse. He scored 190 goals in four 
seasons, including 109 during a two-year run in 1991-92 and 1992-93 
that also saw him post 234 points. The devastating injury he suffered in 
Game 7 against the Islanders derailed his career and his life, and 
probably cost the Penguins a third straight Cup. But in his prime, few 
guys had a beast mode like Stevens did. 

Second line 

C Vincent Lecavalier, Lightning 

Lecavalier is one of those guys where there were several points in his 
career that you would have figured he was a slam dunk Hall of Famer, 
starting with him being drafted at No. 1 in 1998 and highlighted by his 50-
goal Rocket Richard season. His production nose-dived shortly after, and 
he never did end up being the Michael Jordan of hockey, but at his best 
he was all sorts of fun to watch. 

Plus, he had the stones to fight Jarome Iginla in the Stanley Cup Final, 
which was just badass. 

RW Alexei Kovalev, Rangers 

Apologies to whoever ends up coaching this team, but we can’t build it 
without Kovalev. One of the most infuriating talents in league history, you 
never knew if Kovalev was going to win the game with a beautiful goal or 
lose it by faking an injury in playoff overtime. This is the guy who once 
made his coach so mad that he wasn’t allowed to come off the ice for 
almost half a period, only he thought he was being rewarded. And then 
scored, because of course he did. 

Plus I think enough time has passed that even a diehard Leafs fan can 
admit that this was funny as hell. 

LW Gary Roberts, Flames 

Roberts played a decade for the Flames, peaking with a 50-goal season 
and helping them to the franchise’s only Stanley Cup before neck 
problems forced him to retire at the age of 30. Then he came back a year 
later, and it turned out his career wasn’t even halfway done. His 
comeback lasted 11 more seasons, during which he forged a reputation 
as a playoff warrior who was too much man. When the game was on the 
line, Gary Roberts was here to kick butt and chug whey protein 
smoothies, and you’d better pray he wasn’t all out of smoothies. 

Third line 

C Bernie Nicholls, Kings 

Bernie Nicholls had the single greatest offensive season by any player 
not named Gretzky, Lemieux or Esposito, prove me wrong. 

You could make the case, right? His ridiculous 1988-89 season saw him 
post 70 goals and 150 points, the only guy to hit both plateaus in a 
season apart from those three legends. You could obviously make the 
case for guys like Steve Yzerman or Brett Hull or whoever, but that’s the 
point — those guys are certified hockey legends. Nicholls is mostly the 
answer to a trivia question, and the holder of one of the most 
unbreakable records in hockey. But it’s not like he was a bum over the 
rest of his career, because even if you take out that one outlier season 
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he still topped 1,000 points and 400 goals. And we shouldn’t take out that 
season, because it was one of the most ludicrous years any player has 
ever had. 

RW Trevor Linden, Canucks 

Linden’s career arc is so strange. He debuts as a teenager with 30 goals, 
and hits that mark again in five of his next seven seasons while leading 
his team to within a game of the Stanley Cup. Then he turns 26 and 
plays 11 more seasons without ever hitting the 20-goal mark again. 
During that span, he gets a knife stuck in his back by the so-called 
greatest leader of all time, bounces around a few teams to create some 
all-time “this guy looks super weird in that uniform” Images and finally 
returns to the Canucks to finish his career, which he does in one of the 
greatest scenes ever. 

LW Wendel Clark, Maple Leafs 

Look, you knew he was going to be here. I may have written a word or 
two about him in the past, so I’ll just say this: If you didn’t love Wendel 
Clark, or at least respect him, or at least fear him, then you didn’t like 
1980s/90s NHL hockey. 

That’s the greatest fan-made video of all time, and if you just watched it 
and don’t want to bench press your car right now, you are dead inside. 

Fourth line 

C Barry Pederson, Bruins 

If you know the name, then chances are you remember him as the guy in 
the middle of the Cam Neely trade — one of the most lopsided moves 
ever. But here’s the thing — in the years leading up to that move, 
Pederson was really good. He placed in the top six in scoring in back-to-
back years in 1982-83 and 1983-84, scoring 40+ goals both years and 
peaking with 77 assists in 1983-84, trailing only Gretzky and Paul Coffey. 
Through his first three full seasons, he had 130 goals and 320 points and 
played in two All-Star Games and a Canada Cup, plus racked up 32 
points in just 17 playoff games in 1983. The guy was a stud. And he was 
only 23. 

So what happened? A bulge in his shoulder turned out to be a rare 
tumor, and multiple surgeries cost him most of a season. He was never 
the same player when he returned, and the expectations that came with 
the trade to Vancouver didn’t help. But it’s not fair that so many fans 
remember him as an overrated trade piece, when the reality was that he 
was absolutely on a Hall of Fame path until a tumor sidetracked him. 

RW Rick Vaive, Maple Leafs 

Speaking of bad Canucks trades, the Leafs didn’t win many deals during 
the Ballard era, but they robbed Vancouver in 1980, sending them Tiger 
Williams for a guy who was about to rewrite their record book. Vaive 
scored 33 in his first full year in Toronto, then rolled off the first three 50-
goal seasons in franchise history. His 54 stood as the team record until 
Auston Matthews broke it this year, and during those three seasons from 
1982 to 1984, only Bossy and Gretzky scored more. 

Should Vaive be in the Hall of Fame? With under 800 career points, no. 
But should he have his number retired in Toronto? That might be a 
discussion worth having. 

LW Bob Probert, Red Wings 

The GOAT. And sure, maybe he was the greatest at a job that should 
never have existed. But it did, and Probert did it better than anyone, while 
also being a damn good player. 

My enduring Probert memory was the night in 1992 that he returned to 
Maple Leaf Gardens. He’d been unable to leave the United States for 
three years due to legal trouble, and when news broke that the restriction 
had been lifted and Probert would be in the lineup for the Wings, the 
buzz in Toronto was unbelievable. We’re talking Gretzky/Mario level “got 
to see this guy” energy. And when the inevitable came, the roof blew off 
the place. 

Probert had his troubles off the ice, and that’s an understatement. But on 
the ice, the guy was a rock star. 

First pair 

D Eric Desjardins, Flyers 

Desjardins stuck around for 17 years, 11 of them in Philadelphia, and 
ranged from borderline star to borderline Norris guy the whole time. He 
never quite crossed that border, but he did get Norris votes in six 
seasons while consistently cranking out 40 or 50 dead puck-era points 
for the better part of a decade. 

Also, his hat trick in Game 2 back in 1993 was quite possibly the greatest 
game any defenseman has ever had in Stanley Cup Final history. I’m 
serious, name one that’s better. I don’t think you can. 

D Reed Larson, Red Wings 

Some younger fans will ask, “who?” But anyone who’s ever looked up 
stats for defensemen is nodding their head right now, because Larson 
shows up everywhere. He’s the most productive defenseman that you 
might not even know about. 

For starters, Larson ranks in the top 25 for goals scored by a 
defenseman, just ahead of Brad Park, and in the top 30 for points, just 
ahead of Zdeno Chara. He had six 20-goal seasons, plus seasons of 17, 
18 and 19 goals. He was the first American defenseman to ever hit the 
200-goal mark, and played for Team USA in the 1981 World Cup. 

He never won a Norris, although he did crack the top 10 twice. But if you 
needed somebody to wind up for a big clapper from the point, back when 
that was still a thing, there was a time when Larson was about as good 
as they came. 

Second P=oair 

D Al Iafrate, Capitals 

Do you want fun? We’ve got your guy. Do you want end-to-end speed? A 
blistering slapshot with an old-school wooden stick? Unrestrained 
metalhead energy? Butted-out darts from intermission? Yes to all of it. 
You want a full head of hair and the self-awareness to say no to posing 
for glamour shots in tight jean shorts? Look, no player is perfect, but Al 
Iafrate was the freaking best. 

D Steve Duchesne, Kings 

Duchesne was another of his era’s best offensive defensemen and still 
ranks in the top 20 among pure blueliners in career points. Everyone 
ahead of him is in the Hall of Fame, except for Gary Suter who will not be 
on this list because he knows what he did. Also, Duchesne was in the 
Eric Lindros trade and was once the key piece in a trade for Jari Kurri. 
Not bad for a kid who didn’t even get drafted. 

Third pair 

D Dustin Byfuglien, Jets 

Our third pair will be our physical one, and I’m not sure we’ve ever seen 
a physical force quite like Dustin Byfuglien. Even the (very) short list of 
bigger players always seemed to stop just short of using their full powers. 
Not Byfuglien, who would wreck some guy, then take a break to score a 
few goals, maybe play a shift at forward because why not, and then wait 
for the first guy to finally get up and wreck him again. He didn’t establish 
himself as an NHL regular until he was 22 and left the league at 33, but 
for a while in between, he was an unstoppable combination of hockey 
skill and dad strength. 

D Darius Kasparaitis, Islanders 

Did he play on the edge? Yes. But did he ever cross that line and 
become dirty? Also yes. He was a brutal open-ice hitter who’d also 
happily punch you in the face after the whistle if he thought he could get 
away with it, or if he couldn’t but your face just needed a punching 
anyway. He received one Norris vote and one all-star vote in his entire 
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career, but for 14 years teams wanted this guy on their blue line. His best 
endorsement: He drove Mario Lemieux so crazy that the Penguins had to 
go out and trade for him. 

Goalies 

Andy Moog, Oilers 

I’m including Moog for a few reasons. First, he gives us a legitimate 
custody battle between Boston and Edmonton fans, which is always fun. 
I went with the Oilers, where he played an extra year and won three 
Cups as a (mostly) backup, but Bruins fans could pull out a Jennings and 
a year as a Vezina finalist. 

But more importantly, Moog was a throwback to the era of tiny goalies 
who had to actually move their arms and legs to stop shots. At just 5-
foot-8, we’ll never see another goalie like him. But back then, he stuck 
around long enough to rack up 372 career wins, plus 68 more in the 
playoffs. Also, there was this: 

Arturs Irbe, Sharks 

Another little guy, and another custody battle, as Hurricanes fans will 
surely claim him too. But there’s something to be said for being the 
heroic goalie on a bad expansion team that eventually becomes a good-
ish expansion team. And if you do it wearing the cushions from the 
basement sofa at your parents’ house, all the better. That was Irbe, a 
10th-round pick who was never a superstar but was almost always 
dependable, earning Vezina votes in four seasons and finishing as high 
as fifth. He was in net for two of the most remarkable playoff runs of his 
era: the Sharks’ upset of the Wings in 1994 and the Hurricanes’ push to 
the conference final in 2002. You can list him as 5-foot-8 all you want, 
every fan of that era knows the guy was four feet tall at most. 

So, that’s my team, the inaugural class of the DGB Hall of Very Good. 
But what about yours? Feel free to nominate a few HOVG guys of your 
own down in the comments. 

(And to the real HHOF’s selection committee, please don’t embarrass me 
by picking one of these guys today.) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Alfredsson comes out of rain to receive rightful call to 
Hockey Hall of Fame 

 

Wayne ScanlanJune 27, 2022, 5:44 PM 

 

It was worth the wait. 

In his fifth year of eligibility, Daniel Alfredsson has been called to the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Alfredsson, 49, whose name is synonymous with the Ottawa Senators 
franchise, received word Monday afternoon that he was part of the HHOF 
Class of 2022 along with fellow Swedes Daniel and Henrik Sedin and 
goaltender Roberto Luongo. Finland’s Riikka Sallinen is this year’s 
female inductee and the late Herb Carnegie is in the builder category. 

Sportsnet's final pre-lottery draft rankings 

The pandemic’s effects will still wreak havoc in this draft, where there 
remains uncertainty and a lack of typical developmental time. Our draft 
expert, Sam Cosentino, predicts the picks will unfold. 

Sportsnet's 2022 NHL Draft Prospect Rankings: April 

When the phone rang and it was HHOF board chair Lanny McDonald 
and committee chair Mike Gartner on the line, Alfredsson quipped: “I 
thought it was my insurance company.” 

He soon got serious. 

“I can’t tell you what this means, not just to me but the city of Ottawa as 
well,” Alfredsson said. “I thought there might be a chance that this would 
happen, but at the same time I thought there might be a chance it 
wouldn’t happen. 

“I want to thank you guys and the whole committee . . . I am truly 
humbled and honoured.” 

Though Ottawa is his permanent home, Alfredsson is in Sweden at the 
moment and when he hadn’t heard anything by early evening Swedish 
time, he assumed this was not going to be his year – again. He and his 
family, plus friends, were in the backyard and it started to rain, so they 
had just gone inside to get out of the weather when the phone rang. 

Alfredsson’s wife, Bibi, answered. And suddenly no one was worried 
about the rain anymore. 

On a call with reporters, happy family noise was evident in the 
background. Daniel and Bibi have four children, all boys. Young and old 
were celebrating this night in Sweden. 

Alfredsson said the honour was not something he ever imagined when 
he played all those years in the NHL. 

“It’s such a privilege to be able to play this sport for a living,” Alfredsson 
said. “It’s something I would have played for fun my whole life, without 
question. 

“But to be able to make a living and play hockey in front of thousands of 
fans and also be recognized in this way is truly humbling,” he said. 

Making it even more special, Alfie added, was the tremendous support 
from the Ottawa community, not only when he arrived here as a rookie in 
1995 and throughout his career, but right up to recent weeks with a 
grassroots online campaign (#AlfieToTheHall) pushing Alfredsson’s 
name to be recognized by the selection committee. 

Asked if he thought that campaign had an impact, Alfredsson answered 
quite honestly that he didn’t know, and added “I hope it was my playing 
career that made them select me. But it does feel truly special to have 
that support.” 

When someone suggested this honour was “icing on the cake” of a great 
career, Alfie preferred to think of it as a “super bonus” after the fact. 

“You know, we play our career, we do the best we can, we’re 
professionals and when you hang them up, you hang them up,” 
Alfredsson said. “And that’s your audition (for the Hall of Fame). You 
can’t control what happens after that. If it happens, it happens, if it 
doesn’t it doesn’t.” 

Now that it has happened, he couldn't be more pleased than to go in with 
these esteemed players, especially the Sedin twins, Swedish national 
team teammates who admitted on the conference call that they looked up 
to Alfredsson as a hockey hero. 

For the Senators, who have recently re-connected with some of their 
alumni, including Alfredsson, the timing could not be better. The great 
Swede is expected to return to the franchise in some capacity in the 
months ahead, important days for adding players to a maturing roster 
and making a push for a downtown arena. 

There was never much doubt about Alfredsson having Hall of Fame 
credentials, the delay was more a case of timing for Hall admittance 
among so many other worthy candidates. 

Nearly a point-per-game player for close to two decades (1,157 points in 
1,246 games), Alfredsson was among the top three players for NHL 
production from 2000 to 2009, behind only Joe Thornton and Jarome 
Iginla. Without question, Alfredsson is the greatest Senator in the modern 
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history of the franchise – not necessarily the most skilled, but the best 
overall player to combine leadership, grit, will and production. 

Alfredsson was in the NHL from 1995-2014 and spent 17 of his 18 
seasons as a member of the Ottawa Senators. He was the Sens captain 
from 1999-2013. 

And though he never won a Stanley Cup, Alfredsson didn’t just lead his 
teams to the post-season, he found his place on centre stage when they 
got there. In his 18 NHL seasons (including one year in Detroit, 2013-14), 
Alfredsson was in the playoffs 15 times. He was part of a spectacular run 
in Ottawa, 11-straight playoff appearances from 1997-2008. In 121 
playoff games, Alfredsson scored 51 goals and added 49 assists for 100 
points. 

Of those 51 goals, 11 were game-winners, proving his ability in the 
clutch. In the 2007 march to the final Alfredsson scored four game-
winning goals. 

Though Alfredsson never won a Conn Smythe or Hart Award, he was 
awarded the 2011-12 King Clancy Memorial Trophy for leadership, for his 
on-ice efforts and off ice as a spokesman for mental health initiatives in 
Ottawa. Alfredsson won the Calder Trophy as rookie of the year in 1995-
96. 

The man’s international resume is nothing short of stunning. Alfredsson 
played in FIVE Olympic hockey tournaments and is second all-time 
among Swedish Olympic scorers with 27 points. He was Sweden’s top 
scorer (five goals, five assists) and best player in the 2006 Turin 
Olympics, where the Tre Kronor brought home the gold. In all, he took 
part in 14 international tournaments for his native country. 

When someone asked what memorabilia he might give to the HHOF as 
part of his induction, Alfredsson thought for a moment and then said he 
might look for a pair of old leather skates and a wooden stick, to illustrate 
how much the game has changed with technology. 

“If I can find my Bauer Supreme 1000s,” Alfredsson said. “They can have 
them for sure.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Five lessons to learn from the 2022 Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche 

 

Shayna Goldman 

June 27, 2022, 12:49 PM 

 

The NHL’s a copycat league, so the teams that were watching the 
Stanley Cup Final from home will be taking notes on the Colorado 
Avalanche in the hopes of replicating their success. 

What exactly should teams be trying to learn from this year's champs in 
their playoff run? Let’s dive into some of the takeaways from Colorado's 
Stanley Cup win. 

Rely on a skilled core 

Seems pretty obvious, right? But teams can get impatient and start 
fracturing the foundation they built when things don’t work out. Obviously 
roster tweaks can be necessary along the way: think the Nazem Kadri 
trade to bring in a centre for defender Tyson Barrie, or further back at the 
Matt Duchene deal. But the cornerstones of this team — Nathan 
MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen, Cale Makar, and even 
Erik Johnson — were all fundamental in this win. 

And this wasn’t a matter of getting lucky bounces along the way, this was 
being one of the best teams in the regular season and carrying that into 
the playoffs. Look at their five-on-five play; Colorado finished in the top-
two in expected goal generation thanks to their offensive creation and 
they had the results to match. And this was the best team at limiting 
quality chances back. Team strategies are key here (and we’ll get there 
in a second), but so is roster strength which this team built over the 
years. 

Accent the roster with key acquisitions, use context to understand 
potential fits 

Sticking with roster building, along with a skilled core a team needs 
strong supporting pieces. How Colorado went about adding those pieces 
is pretty important. 

First, there’s how they capitalized on other teams' misfortunes. Valeri 
Nichushkin and Devon Toews are the two key pieces this surrounds. The 
Islanders faced a cap crunch and made the puck-moving defender a 
casualty of that. It was a mistake at the time that only looks worse over 
time considering how important he was to this run. Teams have to 
prioritize which pieces to invest in, and an elite defenceman should be 
that. 

With Nichushkin, the Stars gave up on a player who while not the 
offensive gem they likely hoped when drafting him early, was strong 
defensively. With the Avalanche, where he signed post-buyout, his two-
way game grew even without the scoring to match — and in 2021-22, he 
finally showed the finishing touch to go along with his facilitating plays, 
like his puck retrievals. 

This year’s deadline acquisitions can also serve as key lessons. There’s 
the fact that Colorado knew when to invest in their playoff chances. And 
the organization that does use data in their analysis likely found ways to 
isolate players’ strengths to determine how they’d fit their needs, setting 
aside the quality of play around them. 

That may have helped them recognize Artturi Lehkonen’s versatility for 
their middle-six, Josh Manson’s defensive efforts like protecting the blue 
line that would pair well with Sam Girard, and Andrew Cogliano’s impact 
back in his own end and penalty killing ability. 

Spread out skill, add lineup versatility   

In years past, it was the Landeskog-MacKinnon-Rantanen combination 
that led the way. This year, they were able to spread the wealth out 
more. Players like Nichushkin helped make that happen, as they added a 
two-way player who could keep up with the top offensive talents and 
support their games. The addition of Lehkonen did as well, thanks to his 
forechecking and ability to win puck battles under pressure. 

The versatility of this lineup was even more important. Colorado had the 
options to make tweaks and create new combinations when necessary. 
When Rantanen wasn’t meeting expectations, he was moved to the 
second line. That put together a Landeskog-MacKinnon-Nichushkin 
combination at the top that earned a 62.8 per cent expected goals rate. 
When Kadri was out of the lineup, or Andre Burakovsky, they found other 
options to rely on like J.T. Compher, and were able to mix-and-match. 
That was something this team prepared for in the regular season. 

A team can win without elite goaltending 

It’s true that a team can be as good as only its goaltender in some 
instances. A look around the league shows how goaltending can make-
or-break a team. The Rangers are a prime example of how elite net-
minding can help a squad reach heights few expected. Lacklustre play in 
net can send a team right to the bottom of the standings. 

But if a roster is built right, with strengths up and down the lineup, they 
can get by without the best goaltender in the world (even when they go 
up against one of the best in Andrei Vasilevskiy). 

Darcy Kuemper had a strong regular season, but slipped in the post-
season. Against a workload of 32.8 expected goals against, which was 
eased by Colorado’s defending, he still allowed over five goals more than 
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expected. He didn’t give his team the best chance to win on quite a few 
occasions, and yet the Avalanche managed. It’s a testament to the team 
built in front of the blue paint, and shows where there should be more 
emphasis in roster construction above all else. 

'It doesn't feel real right now': Kuemper elated after winning Stanley Cup 

Play to strengths in the post-season 

And finally, to team strategies. Colorado deserves a lot of credit here. 
Teams can fall into the trap of turning to a heavier style in the post-
season and get far away from the strengths in their game that got them 
to this point. The Panthers, while defended well by the Capitals and 
Lightning, did not look like the team of the regular season that won the 
Presidents' Trophy. 

The Avalanche only got away from their game a few times this post-
season. There were a couple of instances against the Blues and 
Lightning, thanks to the defensive efforts of their opponents and maybe 
an instinct to play it safe. Game 5 against St. Louis stands out for that, as 
does Game 5 versus Tampa Bay. 

Generally, though, Colorado stuck to the style of play that made them so 
successful all year —  a speedy game that relies on out-possessing the 
opponent and generating offence in waves. At 5-on-5, the Avalanche 
ended the post-season with the highest rate of scoring chances 
generated (26.6 per 60), finishing first in rush attempts and second in 
cycle chances (behind Pittsburgh). And, they finished with the lowest rate 
of slot attempts back (15.9 per 60). 

And when it mattered the most — the third period of Game 6, while up by 
one goal — the Avalanche didn’t back off into a defensive shell, either. 
Rather, Colorado protected its lead in the most proactive way by pushing 
forward with offence, which forced the Lightning to power through that to 
even attempt to muster quality chances of their own. 

Even with a few slip ups, the Avalanche were overall one of the best 
teams at even strength while leading in games on both ends of the ice 
because they didn’t sit back and play it safe most nights. 
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Sportsnet.ca / From the Canucks to the Hall of Fame, the reunion 
between the Sedins and Luongo is special 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

June 27, 2022, 8:16 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — There were two rules Henrik and Daniel Sedin gave 
Trevor Linden when he joined their line soon after the twins left Sweden 
for the Vancouver Canucks and the National Hockey League. 

Rule No. 1, Linden recalled Monday, was do not pass the puck back to 
the point in the offensive zone because a defenceman is always likely to 
shoot and the Sedins probably won’t get the puck back. 

And Rule No. 2, when the Sedins have the puck, stay away. Don’t bring 
another defender over to them but find space and be ready for a pass 
because the Sedins were going to play their way into an opening. 

And for 17 seasons, the Sedins did, combining for 2,636 regular-season 
games and 2,111 points. 

But it wasn’t these impressive scoring totals that earned the 41-year-olds 
Monday’s selection to the Hockey Hall of Fame. Players with more points 
individually than the Sedins are still awaiting that phone call from the Hall 
in Toronto. 

It was the uniqueness of the Sedins that made them Hall-of-Famers, how 
they spent their entire careers beside each other playing a style of 
inventive, intuitive possession hockey unlike anything the NHL had 
witnessed. 

“And the most fascinating part,” Linden said, “was that they didn't do it 
through speed and power and raw physical ability that we see so much 
(in current NHL stars). It was through their creativeness and 
thoughtfulness and just the tactical way in which they worked with one 
another. Their ability to create was really, really special. I don't know that 
the game had seen that before. I mean, there was Wayne Gretzky and 
Jarri Kurri, Brett Hull and Adam Oates; there have been great duos. But 
I'm not sure they had that type of tenure for that long and did it the way 
(the Sedins) did. 

“It was the small spaces that was so cool about them — their puck-
touches to areas. We'd never seen that before, right? Like, just bumping 
the puck into dead space for their brother to skate into. They were always 
moving. They really had a different way of playing the game. We out here 
on the West Coast, we get it. We saw it so much and it was magic. Like, 
pure magic.” 

Enough others saw it, too, for the Sedins — now working in player 
development for the Canucks four years after their retirement — to be 
first-ballot Hall-of-Famers in a Class of 2022 that includes, incredibly, 
former teammate Roberto Luongo and one of the twins’ Swedish idols, 
former Ottawa Senator Daniel Alfredsson. 

The Hall of Fame also added Finnish hockey player Riikka Sallinen and, 
in the builders’ category, Herb Carnegie. The induction ceremony is Nov. 
14 in Toronto. 

The significance of these honours to the Canucks, a 52-year-old 
franchise still looking for its first Stanley Cup, can not be overstated. 

Luongo, whose 489 wins are fourth all-time among NHL goalies, was 
indisputably one of the best at his position during a Golden Era for puck-
stopping, and for eight of his 19 seasons played behind the Sedins in 
Vancouver when the Canucks were among the league’s winningest 
teams. 

Inducted in 2012, Pavel Bure is the only other Hall of Famer associated 
mainly with the Canucks, and the explosive winger first asked out of 
Vancouver in his second season, eventually forcing a trade in 1998 by 
refusing to honour his contract. 

The Sedins spent their careers with the Canucks, chose to live in 
Vancouver after retirement and then re-joined the organization last year 
under former general manager Jim Benning. 

Luongo was traded back to the Florida Panthers in 2014, ending a two-
year tragic comedy that saw him lose his starting job in Vancouver and 
demand out, only to find no one wanted him on his contract. It was a 
humbling, life-changing experience that saw the goalie from Montreal 
confront his failings and become, in his own words, a better person. It 
was his fallibility that endeared him — and still does — to the Canucks’ 
rabid fanbase. 

“I do actually have some regrets,” Luongo said on the media conference 
call that followed Monday’s announcements. “Maybe I wish I would have 
handled myself a little bit better. Maybe I wasn't as mature as I thought I 
was in my early years. With the failures you learn, and you become a 
better person and you grow up. I think that's what happened towards the 
end of my stint there with the Canucks. It's not anybody else but me. 
Unfortunately, that's something that I have to live with. But I think going 
back there now, it's always been awesome. People are so nice to me all 
the time, and I really appreciate that.” 

Luongo and the Sedins acknowledged how special it will be going into 
the Hall of Fame with teammates. 

“I got to practice against them every day, so that's what made it even 
more special than the games,” Luongo said. “They're great teammates, 
everybody loved them, great people. Not so great card players, but that's 
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for another day. I just enjoyed my time with them and getting to know 
them and I'm happy to see that they're in management now as well, and 
we get to chat some more in the coming years.” 

Luongo said he knew the Sedins "were getting in, but I didn't know if I 
was.” 

But, really, Luongo was the slam dunk. The question regarding the 
Sedins was always whether the 18 members of the Hall’s selection 
committee would see past their individual statistics to what the brothers 
accomplished together. 

“Our goal was always to be the best players we could be, and we tried to 
help each other, too,” Daniel Sedin said. “The competitive side of us 
fuelled that, I think. Each and every day, wanting to beat Henrik, that was 
going on from when we were kids. If you lost, you suck it up and you 
move on and try to be better. I think we helped each other reach the 
fullest potential.” 

They helped Luongo, too, and vice-versa. In public, especially in the 
years immediately following Luongo’s trade to the Canucks in 2006, the 
Sedins displayed very different personalities than their goalie. But that 
drive to be the best was evident in all. And so was their accountability, 
their willingness to face inquisitors and accept responsibility for whatever 
occurred on the ice. They were fiercely competitive and led by example. 

That was the culture the Canucks had under these players. It is the 
culture the Canucks, under the new watch of president Jim Rutherford 
and general manager Patrik Allvin, are trying to rebuild years later. 
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Sportsnet.ca /  "FOR OUR FAMILY, FOR SOCIETY" 

 

By David Singh in North York, Ont 

 

Racism kept Herb Carnegie out of the NHL, but his legacy is still felt in 
the game and beyond — and his grandson won't rest until it's properly 
recognized 

Rane Carnegie doesn’t drink coffee. He does enjoy tea, though. After he 
leaves the house each morning, he picks up a large steeped brew with 
two creams and three sugars. Just past 9 a.m. on this August day, that 
caffeine is certainly doing its job. He’s fired up, talking fast and loud 
about the ongoing social justice movement and how he fits in as a Black 
male. His wife, Brooke, has told him repeatedly that he has a tendency to 
dominate conversations, not letting friends or strangers get too many 
words in. He’s working on improving, but the 35-year-old does take pride 
in the honesty he brings to every exchange and always has a lot to say. 

The past is littered with instances, Carnegie is saying, where Black 
people were forced to accept racist treatment and discriminatory 
outcomes, to “take what you can get.” But he believes that right now, with 
all that’s happening in the world, his generation has the opportunity to 
push conversations and be heard in a way that wasn’t possible before. 
“Why not dream bigger?” Carnegie asks, spreading his arms out and 
motioning around him. The gesture takes in most of the lobby of the 
Herbert H. Carnegie Centennial Centre in North York, Ont. The hockey 
arena was renamed in 2001 after Carnegie’s grandfather, a revered 
centre who starred in Quebec leagues during the 1940s and ’50s. 
Though he was among the standout players of his day, Herb Carnegie 
never made it to the NHL. In the eyes of many, including late Montreal 
Canadiens legend and former teammate Jean Beliveau, that exclusion 
was simply because he was Black. 

Up until his passing in 2012, Herb played an integral role in Carnegie’s 
life and the grandson has not forgotten. Earlier this year, when protests 

sprung up across the globe in the wake of George Floyd’s death in police 
custody, Carnegie thought of his grandfather’s story. Like many people of 
colour during the initial stages of that racial awakening, Carnegie fielded 
calls and texts from white friends reaching out to offer support. When 
they asked him, “What can we do?” Carnegie searched for a stronger 
response than, “Listen and learn.” He wanted to suggest something 
actionable, so he created a petition to get his grandfather inducted into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame. Anytime someone connected with him, 
Carnegie let them know about his burgeoning initiative. “If I want change 
to happen, here’s my opportunity for change to happen,” he says. “If I 
don’t do it, nobody else is going to do it … In my opinion, this is how you 
can show that you’re not just a non-racist, you’re also an anti-racist. 
You’re an advocate; you’re an ally; you want inclusion; you want 
diversity; want equal opportunity; want equity. You want all of these 
wonderful things.” 

What started out as a call to get his grandfather enshrined in hockey’s 
Hall has since morphed into a mission for Carnegie, a purpose. That’s 
partly because his efforts are helping to expunge personal demons that 
have haunted him for years. In many ways, this push has amounted to 
something akin to atonement for Rane Carnegie. 

CLEAN SHEET 

Rane has started working in hockey again, starting his own business, 
OWN Aces Sports Group, a mentorship and life and hockey skills 
development company 

Willie O’Ree became the NHL’s first black player when he took the ice for 
the Boston Bruins on Jan. 18, 1958. It’s an honour he cherishes, but one 
he believes should have gone to another man. “Herb Carnegie should 
have been in the National Hockey League before me,” O’Ree says over 
the phone from his home in La Mesa, Calif. 

O’Ree first learned of Carnegie when he was 14 years old, reading about 
him in the newspaper. He caught his first glimpse of the man nicknamed 
“Swivel Hips” on television when Carnegie was playing for the Quebec 
Aces of the Quebec Senior Hockey League. “You noticed it when he was 
on the ice,” says O’Ree. “He made things happen. He didn’t wait for 
things to happen. That’s why his calibre of play was so great. He would 
have some great moves on the ice.” 

It was only later that O’Ree learned of the abuse Carnegie heard during 
his playing days. According to O’Ree, some told Carnegie, “This is a 
white man’s sport.” Others told him “he should be back in the cotton 
fields.” 

In 1938, Carnegie caught the eye of Toronto Maple Leafs owner Conn 
Smythe, who allegedly said that he would take Carnegie “tomorrow” if he 
could “turn him white.” According to The Canadian Encyclopedia, another 
version of the story has Smythe saying he would pay $10,000 to anyone 
who could turn Carnegie white. 

“How could the NHL scouts overlook not one, but three most valuable 
player awards for a player on a team in a top senior league?” 

Over the course of his career, the five-foot-eight Carnegie played for 
various semi-professional teams in Ontario and Quebec. Along with his 
brother, Ossie, and Manny McIntyre, he formed what is considered pro 
hockey’s first all-Black line, dubbed the Black Aces. He won Quebec 
Provincial League MVP honours in 1947 and ’48, tallying 48 goals and 
127 points in 56 games during the 1947–48 campaign, and captured a 
QSHL MVP in 1949. He also managed to leave notable impressions on a 
pair of Hall of Famers: Beliveau, who played with Carnegie for two years 
on the Quebec Aces before cementing himself in Habs lore, penned the 
forward to Carnegie’s 1997 autobiography, A Fly in a Pail of Milk. “It’s my 
belief that Herb Carnegie was excluded from the National Hockey 
League because of his colour,” Beliveau wrote. “How could the NHL 
scouts overlook not one, but three most valuable player awards for a 
player on a team in a top senior league?” 

Frank Mahovlich, the fabled Toronto Maple Leafs star, was also taken 
aback by Carnegie’s ability. “I was just amazed at the way he played; he 
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was much superior to the others on the ice,” Mahovlich said in Cecil 
Harris’s book Breaking the Ice: The Black Experience in Professional 
Hockey. “I was a centerman for many years. I might have envisioned 
myself going down the ice like Herb Carnegie. In my mind I said, ‘I guess 
if I ever become a hockey player, I’m going to be playing against a lot of 
Blacks.’” 

The closest Carnegie came to the NHL was when the New York Rangers 
invited him to training camp in 1948. He was offered a contract to play for 
the club’s minor-league affiliate, but turned it down because it was for 
less money than he was making with Sherbrooke St. Francis. The 
opportunity may have eventually led to the NHL, but he was married and 
needed to provide for his family, which would eventually grow to include 
four children. 

Born in Toronto to Jamaican immigrants, Carnegie retired from playing in 
1954 at age 35 and transitioned into a successful career as a financial 
adviser. Though he was also a championship golfer, his post-playing 
days were, according to his family, defined by community involvement. 
He started a registered hockey school at North York’s Mitchell Field and, 
in 1987, established the Herbert H. Carnegie Future Aces Foundation 
with his wife, Audrey, and daughter, Bernice. The foundation has 
provided $860,000 in scholarships to children across Canada, says 
Bernice, who spent years accompanying Carnegie on visits to schools 
across the Greater Toronto Area. They talked to students about his life, 
how he navigated challenges, and his Future Aces philosophy, which 
emphasizes the importance of self-esteem and sportsmanship, and was 
eventually incorporated into character-building exercises by hundreds of 
schools. His contributions were formally recognized when North York 
Centennial Arena was renamed in his honour in 2001. In 2008, a public 
school in Vaughan, Ont., was named after him. 

Carnegie considered a positive attitude critical to the success he’d 
enjoyed in life. His daughters say he avoided discussing the racism he 
encountered as a hockey player at home, at least while his children were 
young, because he didn’t want his kids to be influenced by negative 
thoughts and doubt their ability to achieve what they desired. Yet, as time 
passed, the questions about being robbed of an NHL career persisted for 
Carnegie. Toward the end of his life, the constant reminder of rejection 
had chipped away at him enough to leave a breach in what was once an 
impenetrable brick wall. When the subject came up during a CBC Sports 
interview a few years before he died, Carnegie broke down in tears. “I 
was good enough for the Leafs,” he said in the interview. “Cause 
according to Conn Smythe, ‘I would take Carnegie tomorrow for the 
Maple Leafs if someone can turn him white.’ I got that statement when I 
was 18. How would you feel? I can’t forget it. Because he cut my knees 
off. He broke my legs. It’s horrible. So I don’t want people to go through 
that.” 

Bernice, the third of Herb and Audrey’s four children, says the pain grew 
worse for her father as he got older. “Because he had more time to sit 
and think about what didn’t happen. The interviews never stopped for my 
dad. And they would always bring up Conn Smythe and they’d always 
bring up the fact that he didn’t make it into the NHL. And as he got older 
and older, it weighed more heavily on him because he realized, ‘I couldn’t 
do anything about it.’” 

PASSION MEETS PURPOSE 

Rochelle says Rane's work with kids through the OWN Aces and the 
push to get his grandfather into the HHoF has her son more inspired and 
driven than he's been in years 

Rochelle Carnegie didn’t want her son, Rane, to play hockey. As the 
youngest child of Herb and Audrey, she had seen way too much of the 
sport while growing up — the family had one television and every 
Saturday night they had to watch Hockey Night in Canada. She was just 
tired of the game. But when her father showed up to her home in the 
Jane and Finch community one day and mentioned that he hadn’t yet 
seen five-year-old Rane on skates, everything began to change. 

Even though glaucoma had robbed Herb of most of his sight by that 
point, he was ready to accompany his grandson on the ice at Downsview 

Arena. Herb held the boards while Carnegie pushed an orange pylon that 
helped keep him upright. “I’m trying to keep up with my grandfather, who 
is going at a nice clip,” recalls Carnegie. “Even though he couldn’t see, 
he still could skate.” 

Introduced to the sport shortly after that first skating trip, Carnegie took to 
hockey immediately, which ended up being the best thing for him, says 
Rochelle, who was a single mom to three kids in the early ’90s. It kept 
him occupied, grew to become his passion and brought him even closer 
to his grandfather. Herb showed up at many of Carnegie’s games and 
because his vision was limited to just spotting shadows, Audrey 
described the action on the ice for him. 

“Spiraling looks like lying to everyone that you care about.” 

By the time he was a preteen, Carnegie’s hockey sense and skill were 
impossible to ignore. “He was an extreme talent,” says Spence Kirton, 
who coached Carnegie, along with NHLers Trevor Daley and P.K. 
Subban over the course of his three decades working with GTA youth 
hockey players. “He had so many tools. His skills were so advanced. He 
thought the game two years ahead of kids in his own age group. He was 
able to process the game then, and that’s a big thing that you can’t 
teach.” 

Carnegie was drafted 18th overall by the OHL’s Belleville Bulls in 2001, 
an encouraging start to what looked like a promising career. However, 
his trajectory over the next decade would best be described as up and 
down: He requested a trade from Belleville; dislocated his shoulder 
playing for Plymouth; was suspended for smoking weed; captained the 
QMJHL’s Halifax Mooseheads during a season in which he scored 96 
points; and played in two playoff games for the Nashville Predators’ AHL 
affiliate. But by the time he was 21, Carnegie’s NHL dreams were all but 
over. While playing for Bakersfield of the ECHL during the 2006–07 
campaign, he began to dabble in hard drugs and after bouncing around 
the Central Hockey League and pro teams in France, he hung up the 
blades in 2011. 

GRANDPA'S GAME 

Herb was the first one to get his grandson out on the ice. Rane 
remembers trying to keep up with his grandfather, who could still fly 
along the boards even after losing most of his sight. 

The next year, Herb fell ill and was admitted to hospital. Carnegie made 
plans to visit his grandfather, but then got a phone call from a family 
member telling him that Herb’s health had improved. “I was like, ‘Okay 
cool, I’ll go see him the next day,’” says Carnegie. “And there was no 
next day. So I didn’t get to say goodbye. My priorities were f—ed up.” 

Carnegie’s anguish is written on his face as he tells the story, seated in 
the stands of the arena named after his grandfather. His eyes find a large 
mural of Herb on the wall and his upper lip quivers as he begins to sob. 
He bows his head and bends forward, clutching a gold ring with a blue 
stone that’s hung on a chain around his neck. The ring once belonged to 
his grandfather. “I could have gone to him every day if I wanted to,” 
Carnegie says, tears streaming down his face. “I wasn’t doing anything.” 

After Herb’s death, Carnegie once again followed in his footsteps. Like 
his grandfather, Carnegie pursued a career in finance upon retiring from 
hockey and landed a position as an account manager handling client 
acquisitions. He was good at the job and it paid well, but the money only 
served to intensify his bad habits, which soon morphed into a full-blown 
cocaine addiction that saw him spending roughly $1,000 a week on the 
drug. He went into debt and eventually lost his house, cars and several 
friends. He managed to keep his job, but his life spiraled out of control. 
“Spiraling looks like lying to everyone that you care about,” he says. 
“Spiraling looks like not taking accountability for your own shit. Spiraling 
looks like getting phone calls from dealerships saying, ‘You’re past due 
on your payments.’ Spiraling looks like you need to pay your mortgage 
and would rather get high than take care of [your] responsibilities. 
Spiraling looks like lying to my wife and going out with my boys and 
saying that I’m just watching a Leafs game. 
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“Spiraling looks like, f—, all of the above, man.” 

These days, Carnegie and his childhood friend Nathaniel Brooks play 
golf about four times a week. A 6:30 a.m. tee time allows them to hit the 
links without interfering with family duties or work. The two were on the 
course every day during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and that time gave Brooks a front-row view of the fire inside Carnegie. 
One day he would be talking about his grandfather’s foundation. The next 
day he would speak intensely about George Floyd. The day after that, he 
was voicing his thoughts on Black empowerment and then his focus 
shifted to the Hall of Fame. 

Carnegie has been completely sober for more than a year now, with the 
help of NA meetings. He’s no longer working in finance and is instead 
back in hockey. He was recently an assistant coach under Brooks — 
peewee bench boss for the GTHL’s AAA Don Mills Flyers — and has 
started his own business, a mentorship and life and hockey skills 
development company called OWN Aces Sports Group. 

When you listen to his friends and family speak, it’s apparent that 
Carnegie’s push to preserve Herb’s legacy has given him direction. “He 
feels like a changed man to me,” says Brooke Chambers, Carnegie’s 
cousin. “I think he’s figured out who he’s supposed to be now and what 
he’s supposed to do with his life.” 

“I think he had to go through what he went through in life to get to the 
point where he is now, where he is being driven for his purpose,” says his 
mother, Rochelle, who notes that she hasn’t seen Carnegie this 
passionate since his playing days. “When you can find something where 
your passion meets your purpose, you’re going to be successful. And 
that’s what he’s found.” 

Carnegie’s wife, Brooke, doesn’t worry anymore about him travelling 
back down that dark path. He’s channelling his energy into their children 
— son Myles Herb, 8, and daughter, Mya Audrey, 6 — his new business 
and the campaign to get Herb into the Toronto-based Hall. “Something 
did change within him the past few months,” she says. “It’s a long time 
coming and it’s something he has always wanted to do. Something 
happened a few months ago and all this started and it just pushed him. 
It’s just his mission.” 

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

Seeing Herb inducted would mean a lot for Rane and his family, but he 
also sees it as a decision that would benefit everyone in the game 

Herb never skated in the NHL, so getting him into the Hall as a player 
isn’t likely. Instead, Carnegie hopes his grandfather can be inducted in 
the Builder category. After all, hockey was the entry point to his 
grandfather’s successful community work and, perhaps more importantly, 
Herb was the first to really alter the perception about what a Black man 
could do on the ice. “I hope Herb gets into the Hockey Hall of Fame,” 
says O’Ree, who was inducted as a Builder in 2018. “He should be there. 
He set high standards.” 

Carnegie’s petition had amassed more than 5,400 signatures as of early 
October and he has had talks with Hockey Diversity Alliance co-head 
Akim Aliu about getting the newly formed organization involved. Aliu says 
the HDA wants to offer support, but an exact roadmap for that hasn’t 
been established yet. “It’s unfathomable, [with] what we’re going through 
as Black players in this day and age in the NHL, to even think about what 
[Herb] had to go through in the ’40s and ’50s,” says Aliu, who went public 
in May with his own story of racism in hockey. Aliu calls it “sad” that Herb 
isn’t already enshrined in the Hall and notes that in addition to being a 
trailblazer, he was a recipient of several notable awards and distinctions, 
including the Order of Ontario in 1996 and the Order of Canada in 2003. 
(He was also made honorary police chief by the York Regional Police 
Service and appeared in two special issues of The Amazing Spider-Man 
comic.) 

Five Players and one Builder were elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame 
this past June. However, according to a spokesperson, the Hall’s board 
of directors is set to meet on Oct. 29 to decide whether to amend the 

2020 class to include more inductees. That decision could see the 2020 
and 2021 classes amalgamated into a single induction ceremony, which 
is scheduled for Nov. 15, 2021. 

There are two ways a Builder can get on the ballot: A member of the 
selection committee can officially nominate them, or the public can 
submit a recommendation that would potentially be forwarded to each 
member of the selection committee for consideration. To become 
elected, a nominee needs at least 14 of the 18 total votes. (Two 
members of the committee, who I reached out to for comment, declined 
to be interviewed for this story, due to privacy around the selection 
process.) 

Carnegie’s plan was to submit a public recommendation to the Hall, but 
he hasn’t yet done so. He’s been working on compiling a list of historians 
and gathering voices and information to support Herb’s candidacy, and 
that process has proven more challenging during a pandemic that has 
stunted his ability to visit arenas and speak to people in person. 

Bryant McBride, a leader in the push to get O’Ree into the Hall, has been 
walking Carnegie through some of the machinations of O’Ree’s 
nomination and eventual induction. As the NHL’s first Black executive — 
McBride was the league’s vice-president of business development from 
1992 to 2000 and started the NHL diversity task force, which has since 
morphed into Hockey is for Everyone — his advice holds weight. He says 
one of the main differences between O’Ree’s case and Herb’s is the fact 
that O’Ree was a constant presence in hockey circles, showing up to 
arenas and meeting people. O’Ree has also served as NHL diversity 
ambassador and director of youth development for over 20 years. Herb, 
on the other hand, focused more of his time and effort on his 
philanthropy. As a result, his story is less known and publicized. 

“That legend skipped a bunch of people. They didn’t know what Herb 
contributed.” 

“That legend skipped a bunch of people,” McBride says. “People just 
didn’t know it. They didn’t know what Herb contributed. They didn’t know 
he was in [several sports Halls of Fame]. National golf champion. 
Successful businessman. Future Aces. All the things that he did, people 
just didn’t know that. 

“If people don’t know the story, they don’t know what to pass down,” he 
adds. “They just don’t know. Those bridges get broken and not rebuilt.” 

Carnegie is trying to rebuild his grandfather’s bridge by amplifying his 
story. It’s a fight against hockey’s systemic racism that he believes 
mirrors what’s going on in the larger world today. “It breaks my heart that 
it’s come to this to get him into the Hall of Fame, where he rightfully 
belongs,” says Carnegie. “It’s not if he makes it into the Hall of Fame, 
because I’m not stopping until he does. So everybody is going to be tired 
of hearing from me. 

“It would mean the world to me, [and] not only [for] my own redemption,” 
he adds, before launching into a message he hopes to one day send up 
to the sky: “Grandpa, I’m sorry I wasn’t who I could have been when you 
were here, but I am the person that you always knew I was and that you 
always hoped that I would be. And we’re here now and we did this. Not 
only for you, for our family, but we did this for society. We made the 
difference.” 

PURE POSITIVITY 

Herb shielded his four children, including Bernice (left) and Goldie, from 
the worst he'd endured as a player, preferring they grow up believing 
they could achieve anything 

Whenever Herb phoned any of his nine grandchildren, he would ask for 
the password. Hi, how are you? What’s the password? Before the 
conversation could continue, they would have to answer with, “I like 
myself.” The concept originated from his Future Aces creed. He wanted 
his family to know that it was important to be themselves and recognize 
their self-worth. If you like yourself, you’ll be able to achieve anything in 
life and won’t be worried about what other people think of you, he’d say. 
It’s what you think about yourself that makes all the difference. 
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One of Herb’s great-granddaughters is a former rep hockey player in 
Whitby and Ajax who travelled across Ontario for games. As a teenager, 
she endured a handful of racist incidents, including opposing players 
saying the N-word to her. These occurred three-quarters of a century 
after Herb’s own playing days were marred by similar bigotry. In Canada, 
facing racism is still a fact of life for Black hockey players. 

Herb wasn’t alive to help his great-granddaughter cope and move 
forward. But if he was, he would have likely said to her what he told his 
grandson when Carnegie sought help after experiencing racism on the 
ice in the early 2000s: 

Rane, if they’re not saying anything bad about you, you’re not doing a 
good job. You have to look for the positive in every negative. And no 
matter how hard it is, if you persevere and find that little positive, then 
you’re going to be OK. And don’t let these guys tell you anything because 
they’re only saying it because they don’t understand the true beauty of 
your abilities. As best you can, let it go. Focus on the task at hand in the 
sport of hockey. Tune that out. You can’t score goals from the penalty 
box. Persevere. 
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TSN.CA / Inspired by Nadal, hard-shooting prospect Jiricek develops his 
own style 

 

Mark Masters 

5-6 minutes 

 

If he's not on the ice with a hockey stick, you may find David Jiricek 
holding a racquet.  

"I like tennis," said the 18-year-old, who is a defenceman with Plzen in 
the Czech Extraliga. "I play a lot of tennis with my brother." 

He also watches a lot of tennis.  

"Rafael Nadal is my favourite player," Jiricek said. "Nadal has his own 
style and, after surgery or after injuries, he gets back. He is the best after 
every injury. So, a great guy." 

The latest example came earlier this month at Roland Garros where 
Nadal overcame a foot injury to claim yet another trophy on the clay of 
Paris.  

Jiricek dealt with his own injury adversity this season. He hurt his knee at 
the World Juniors before the event was called due to COVID and needed 
surgery. It was a tough moment in an important season. But Jiricek 
worked his way back and ended the year at the senior men's world 
championship where he helped Czechia win a bronze medal.  

Jiricek, who stands 6-foot-3, 189 pounds, is among the top prospects 
available in the upcoming National Hockey League draft. He is the No. 4 
European skater on NHL Central Scouting's final list. TSN's Craig Button 
has him at No. 6 on his final ranking of all prospects. 

In a conversation with TSN, Jiricek made it clear that, like Nadal, he's got 
his own style. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

TSN: What is your style of play?  

Jiricek: "I have good hockey sense and a good shot. These are my 
strengths that I need to employ. I play every game 100 per cent."  

TSN: Who is your hockey role model?  

Jiricek: "I want to play like me, so I don't know. I want to have my own 
style. Of course, Victor Hedman or Cale Makar, these guys are the best 

on the world, but I want to play like me. I have to have my own style 
because my style is very good." 

TSN: How did you improve this season?  

Jiricek: "I've had a problem with skating. Skating is my, a little bit, 
weakness. At the start of the season and after surgery, I think my skating 
is better and better." 

TSN: How much better? 

Jiricek: "Maybe it's 50 per cent better than the start of the season."  

TSN: How did you improve? 

Jiricek: "Every day after practice I went to do some agility [work] and in 
the gym some workouts on my legs."   

TSN: What did you learn from the men's world championship?  

Jiricek: "I'm still very young. I need to improve my strength. In North 
America, it will be a small rink, so a lot of fighting [for space]. So, I need 
to improve my strength."  

TSN: So, will you spend a lot of time in the gym this summer?  

Jiricek: "Unfortunately, no. We have the under-20 world championship 
[that has been rescheduled for August] so I don't have a lot of time to 
improve my strength."  

TSN: What was it like being around guys like David Krejci and David 
Pastrnak?  

Jiricek: "It was great. These two, I've never seen a better duo. They 
played the best I ever saw."  

TSN: Did they have any advice for you?  

Jiricek: Both Davids said to me, 'Don't be afraid.' For me, it was great. It 
was a great experience."  

TSN: What would it mean to be the first defenceman picked in the NHL 
draft? 

Jiricek: "It doesn't matter if I will be fifth or 15 ... The draft is a first step. 
Contract is a second step. The NHL is a different league, best league in 
the world, so every player needs to improve." 

TSN: Are you looking forward to the draft?  

Jiricek: "No, no, no, no. I don't look forward."  

TSN: Why not?  

Jiricek: "Because we will see [where things stand] after the draft. We will 
see after development camp and after the under-20 world championships 
and then we can speak about the next season."  

TSN: How did you develop such a great shot?  

Jiricek: "I don't know ... maybe [my] slap shot will be hardest in the NHL. 
We will see."  

TSN: Do you like the one-timer?  

Jiricek: "Yeah! (laughs) On the PP I had some good positions for slap 
shots. I closed my eyes and just shot. Just go to the puck and score a 
goal." 

TSN: Why are you so accurate when you close your eyes?  

Jiricek: "I don't know. I want to hit the net. It doesn't matter where." 
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TSN.CA / Panthers make a big bet on Maurice 
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Like most private businesses, the National Hockey League is driven by 
results. 

There’s a reason why the Tampa Bay Lightning have employed head 
coach Jon Cooper for 10 years and counting. There is a reason why 
defenceman Zdeno Chara is deciding on his playing future at the age of 
45 – something that would be otherwise laughable for just about any 
other player in the league. And so on. 

That’s not to say it’s a perfect process. Good organizations can identify 
who is driving the bus, while struggling organizations commit too many 
resources to those who are passengers. Every NHL franchise wants to 
win the Stanley Cup, but the blueprint drawn up for reaching that goal is 
far from uniform across the league. 

That brings me to a bit of an under-the-radar story down in Florida, where 
the Panthers opted to replace head coach Andrew Brunette with Paul 
Maurice. It was a curious decision for two reasons. 

Brunette was a first-year coach who was a finalist for the Jack Adams 
Award and pushed Florida to the franchise’s first Presidents’ Trophy. 
Maurice is fresh off a resignation from the Winnipeg Jets, and while he 
has tremendous experience as a head coach (fourth in games coached), 
results have varied. 

We don’t have the full story for what is, on paper, an odd decision. 
Perhaps the Panthers decided that Brunette wasn’t the right 
organizational fit; perhaps the Panthers felt Maurice’s experience would 
be better served for a team that, despite its regular-season success, 
flamed out in an ugly manner when it mattered most this postseason. 
Without more information, it’s hard to judge both decisions – the one to 
remove Brunette, and the one to replace him with Maurice. 

There is no doubt Brunette benefited from the roster put together by the 
Panthers’ front office. The team was electric under his watch, and how 
much Brunette contributed to that – after all, we are talking about a first-
year coach – is up for debate. 

Less up for debate is the Maurice effect. Maurice is one of 31 coaches 
with 1,000 games or more coached at the NHL level. Here they are, 
plotted by career win rate. 

Most of these coaches were tremendously successful. If we look at win 
rate (we will measure this as a function of wins over wins, losses, and 
overtime losses for era adjustments) by regular season and playoffs, 
Maurice sits on the lower end of performance: 

Coaches become legacy coaches because, by and large, they win a lot 
of games. Of the coaches who have managed at least 1,000 games in 
the NHL, the average sees about a 54 per cent win rate in the regular 
season, and a tick over 51 per cent win rate in the playoffs. The more 
striking data point concerns how few of these coaches are underwater 
when it comes to the regular season – only Jacques Demers (1980-
1999), Ron Wilson (1994-2012), and Maurice (1996-2022) satisfy those 
criteria. 

All three of those coaches have had stints where the team they were 
managing was on the lower end of the skill and talent side, and to that 
end, merely concluding that a losing record makes for an underwhelming 
coach is a fool’s gambit. Look at Maurice’s final year in Carolina (2011-
12) and the personnel they iced that year. Tough job for anyone, even 
Scotty Bowman. 

But over many years and many coaching stops, one would expect 
Maurice – and similarly situated coaches – to have intra-career success 
at some point. That hasn’t been the case for Maurice. If we look at all his 

teams in the statistical modern era (2007 to present), we can see how 
they have fared at aggregate: 

Maurice’s teams were skiing downhill for about a decade, bleeding all 
over the ice. It wasn’t until his 2018-19 season where Maurice saw an 
extraordinary breakout, a season where the Jets finished fourth in both 
shooting percentage and save percentage. For Maurice, the boost in 
save percentage – driven by goaltender Connor Hellebuyck’s breakout 
season – was a welcomed whipsaw. Maurice had been, to some degree, 
beleaguered by poor goaltending during his coaching stints. A Vezina-
calibre goaltender dropping into his lap was like finding water in the 
desert. 

But Winnipeg’s performance waned with time, coinciding with a 
slowdown in Hellebuyck’s performance. What didn’t slow down was 
Maurice’s expected goal rates. What’s become a staple of Maurice teams 
is being aggressively outshot and outchanced – in fact, even during 
Winnipeg’s dominant 2017-18 season, the Jets finished just 11th in 
expected goals and 18th in shot differential. 

Perhaps the sheer skill within the Florida lineup will combat the puck 
dominance issues Maurice teams have had over the years. There is no 
doubt that Maurice, when given the weaponry, has shown himself a 
capable coach. 

We must acknowledge, though, there is a track record with Maurice’s 
teams. And to that end, Florida is gambling here. Brunette’s team led the 
league in both goal differential and expected goal differential. 

Can Maurice replicate that? History suggests not, but Panthers GM Bill 
Zito is staking the franchise’s future on it. That sets up a riveting 2022-23 
season in the Sunshine State. 
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'I guess it’s a new record': Avalanche dent Stanley Cup minutes after 
being crowned champions 

 

Cesar Brioso, USA TODAY2-2 minutes 27/06/2022 

 

That didn't take long. 

With the Colorado Avalanche gathered on the ice Sunday night for their 
celebratory photo, the Stanley Cup took an early beating. 

In the aftermath of the Avalanche beating the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1 in 
Game 6 to win the Stanley Cup, right wing Nicolas Aube-Kubel skated 
toward the scrum of teammates for a team photo with the Cup in hand, 
only to lose his footing and slam the trophy on the ice as he fell, denting 
the base. 

"I don’t even know if they had it five minutes and there’s a dent in the 
bottom already. Right in the middle of the team photo," The Hockey Hall 
of Fame’s Keeper of the Cup, Phil Pritchard, told Denver television 
station KDVR. "I guess it’s a new record today. Five minutes into the 
presentation it’s happened. It’s the first time it’s ever happened on the 
ice." 

The Avalanche prevented the Lightning from completing a Stanley Cup 
three-peat.  

It was the third Stanley Cup title in the franchise's history and first since 
2001. 

“I guess we will have a little chat with them soon and we’ll go through the 
process of how we’re going to repair it,” said Pritchard, "but the Stanley 
Cup tour will go on." 
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USA TODAY / Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche, Tampa Bay 
Lightning face busy summers 

 

Mike Brehm, USA TODAY3-4 minutes 27/06/2022 

 

The Colorado Avalanche have won the Stanley Cup, and now general 
manager Joe Sakic has a busy summer ahead. 

His additions through the years, particularly at this season's trade 
deadline, gave the Avalanche the depth they needed to break through 
the second round after three consecutive playoff disappointments, reach 
the Stanley Cup Final for the first time since 2001 and win their first 
championship since then. But he has a lot of players on expiring 
contracts. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning, meanwhile, came up two games short of the 
NHL's three-peat since the 1980s and won't have as drastic a remake as 
last season. 

What awaits the two Stanley Cup finalists in the offseason: 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avalanche have about $26 million in cap space available, but a lot of 
potential unrestricted free agents. 

They lost No. 1 goalie Philipp Grubauer to free agency last offseason and 
goalie Darcy Kuemper's contract is up this summer. Backup Pavel 
Francouz has two years left at a $2 million cap hit. 

Nazem Kadri, who scored the overtime goal in Game 4 of the Stanley 
Cup Final and recorded a second-round hat trick after receiving threats, 
is due a big raise from his $4 million salary after a career-best 87 points. 
So is Valeri Nichushkin ($2.8 million), who had a career-best 52 points 
and an impressive postseason. 

Trade deadline acquisitions Josh Manson, Andrew Cogliano and Nico 
Sturm are UFAs and Artturi Lehkonen (two series-clinching goals) is a 
restricted free agent. Other UFAs include Andre Burakovsky, Darren 
Helm and Jack Johnson. 

Sakic can also begin negotiating an extension with star Nathan 
MacKinnon, who will be entering the final year of his contract. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning, who lost their entire third line and other depth players last 
season, are tight against the salary cap again, particularly with Brayden 
Point's eight-year, $76 million extension beginning. 

Their top unrestricted free agent is Ondrej Palat, who has been with the 
team since 2012-13 and is a consistent playoff producer, including 11 
goals this postseason. He has 12 career playoff game-winning goals and 
averaged $5.3 million in his most recent contract. 

Their other UFAs are trade deadline acquisitions Nick Paul and Riley 
Nash, plus defenseman Jan Rutta, who scored in Game 5 of the Final. 
Brandon Hagel, another trade deadline acquisition, is signed for two 
more years at a reasonable $1.5 million cap hit. 

Captain Steven Stamkos is signed for two more seasons and fellow core 
members Nikita Kucherov, Point, Victor Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy 
are signed for longer. 

“Who says we’re done?" Stamkos told reporters after Game 6. "This core 
is here and we’ve battled and been through everything you can think of, 
and for the most part, we found a way to come out on top.” 
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