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Hurricanes fan survey results: Confidence remains high, but roster changes are needed 

By Sara Civian 

Last week, we asked subscribers to participate in The 
Athletic’s annual Hurricanes offseason survey. 

More than 1,200 of you responded with your thoughts on 
everything from the state of the franchise to offseason needs 
to the post-Calder Cup championship pipeline. Thank you so 
much for the wonderful turnout. 

Here are the results, with our thoughts. 

After a second-round loss to the Rangers, what is your 
confidence level in the direction of the organization? 

A large majority of you are more confident than not that the 
Canes are still on track after the 2022 playoffs. They’ve still 
got the core of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob 
Slavin, Brett Pesce and Andrei Svechnikov intact for a few 
years. That core is gaining playoff experience, young talent 
like Seth Jarvis is emerging, and although Freddie Andersen 
tore his MCL right before the postseason, he was No. 4 in 
Vezina voting after a strong regular season. 

Things should keep trending positively as long as the core is 
intact, young guns like Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Martin 
Necas put in work this offseason, the Canes address goal-
scoring and the loss of any key free agents, and Andersen 
and Antti Raanta are healthy for the postseason. 

The hesitancy to outright give the Canes a five in this aspect 
makes sense after losing in the second round to a team that 
didn’t end up advancing to the Cup Final. Carolina has some 
work ahead but isn’t going to fade into obscurity anytime 
soon. 

What is your confidence level in GM Don Waddell? 

The majority of you are at a four on a scale of 1-5 when it 
comes to confidence in the front office, which is fair. Waddell 
has made some great trades in his tenure, the Andersen-
Raanta tandem ended up working out and the Canes have 
been spending to the cap. Somehow finessing a goal scorer 
out of free agency this offseason might elevate Waddell and 
Co. to a five. 

What is your confidence level in coach Rod Brind’Amour and 
his staff? 

Last year, our question about the head coach was simply: 
“How much do you love Rod Brind’Amour?” 

The answers were amazing. 

Brind’Amour will always be a beloved figure in Hurricanes 
lore, and he continued to do a great job in his fourth season 
behind the bench, but the pressure is on for everyone in the 
organization as the Cup window is officially open. According 
to our poll, 63.6 percent of you have the utmost confidence in 
Brind’Amour — the only majority five on the survey. 

I think we all know Rod’s the guy to bring the Cup back to 
Carolina, even if we roll our eyes at his line combinations 
from time to time. Sometimes we need to remember that he’s 
working with what he has and he doesn’t make the trades or 
signings. 

Would you consider the Hurricanes’ 2021-22 season a 
disappointment? 

Yes 44.7% 

No 55.3% 

This one’s interesting — especially with the context of the 
rest of the survey. This season was a disappointment in a 
sense because there was so much potential and the Canes 
had their best regular season in franchise history. A second-
round was less than the expectation among fans and the 
team itself, that this might be the year this group wins the 
Cup. 

Time isn’t running out, though, and the confidence for the 
future 

What was the biggest reason for Carolina’s playoff exit? 

New York was the better team 2.0% 

Lack of an elite goal scorer 25.6% 

Subpar performances from stars 60.7% 

No Freddie Andersen 11.7% 

The Hurricanes’ stars disappeared at times throughout their 
playoff run, and 60.7 percent of you believe that was the root 
cause of the second-round exit. I’d have to agree with you on 
this one. It could have been a career-defining run for Aho or 
Svechnikov, but they’re both still young and will have to 
come back hungry to make those statements next season. 

How confident are you that the Hurricanes will win a Stanley 
Cup in the next three years? 

Last year, we asked how confident you were that the 
Hurricanes will win a Stanley Cup in the next five years, and 
69.7 percent of you gave it a four or five. This time around, 
we went three years, and between that and the playoff 
disappointment, the confidence was down, with only 45.4 
percent at four or five and the top answer now 37.6 percent 
at three. It’s not far off but noticeable. 
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Should the Canes re-sign pending RFA Tony DeAngelo? 

Yes, re-sign him at any cost 9.4% 

Yes, if the average annual value is lower than $5 
million 

55.6% 

Yes, if the AAV is lower than $4 million 24.3% 

No, let him walk 10.7% 

A majority of you think the Canes should re-sign DeAngelo if 
his AAV is lower than $5 million. His production-to-contract 
ratio was the best in the NHL in the regular season, with 10 
goals and 51 points in 64 games as a defenseman. He’s 
getting a raise. The question is how much, and my next 
question is where else are the Hurricanes going to find a top-
pairing defenseman if it isn’t him? 

Who would you rather the Hurricanes re-sign? 

Pending UFA Nino Niederreiter 71.1% 

Pending UFA Vincent Trocheck  28.9% 

The reasons for the disparity here are obvious. There’s the 
financial aspect. Vincent Trocheck is going to command a 
slightly bigger paycheck than Nino Niederreiter. Then there’s 
the depth chart. The Canes need to keep a finishing touch, 
and they’re overflowing with potential centers. I still think 
letting Trocheck walk would have a huge impact on this 
team, but there’s not much the Canes can do about it. 

Which of these scenarios would you prefer? 

Hurricanes somehow sign both Niederreiter and 
Trocheck 

19.0% 

Hurricanes let both walk but have cap space to 
potentially bring in a scorer 

20.8% 

Hurricanes let one walk and keep some money to 
comfortably address RFA signings 

60.2% 

It’s interesting to me that y’all would (very marginally) prefer 
to let both Trocheck and Niederreiter walk over keeping them 
both. This obviously speaks to a need for something to 
shake up a little in this lineup. A 60.2 majority of you would 
prefer to keep one and let the other walk, though, and 
realistically this makes the most sense. 

Looking at this offseason, what is the Hurricanes’ most 
urgent need? 

Elite goal scorer 78.8% 

Keeping a strong defensive core 14.0% 

Starting goalie other than Freddie Andersen 2.3% 

Depth 4.8% 

We’re mostly in vehement agreement on this one. Much like 
the postseason prior, the Canes couldn’t buy a goal when it 
counted during their 2022 run. 

One year later, was the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet a 
good idea? 

Yes 53.1% 

No 46.9% 

I’ve said from the start we’ll need a few years before we 
make a definitive decision on this. A long-term deal warrants 
a long-term analysis. It makes sense fans are right on the 
fence about it right now, though. In the short term, it hasn’t 
been great. This season, he was a fourth-line center who 
barely contributed in the playoffs and cost $6.1 million 
dollars. If the Canes don’t make it to the Final in the next few 
years, you definitely have to question if this was the right 
decision when the money could’ve been spent elsewhere. 

But we won’t know until that either happens or it doesn’t. 

What is your confidence level that Freddie Andersen 
bounces back from his MCL tear and makes it to next 
season’s playoff run? 

This is one of those things where it’s obviously impossible for 
any of us to predict the trajectory of an injury, but Andersen’s 
agent Claude Lemieux told me, “Freddie will be ready for 
next season and next year’s playoffs.” It’s clear this was an 
actual injury Andersen sustained and couldn’t play through, 
and the nonsense notion that he didn’t want to play through it 
should be ignored. A long run next season would help 
eradicate any lingering questions about him. 

What should the Canes do with pending RFA Martin Necas? 

Significant extension 4.3% 

Short-term bridge deal 62.1% 

Trade him 33.6% 

This is fair. Necas’ season was a setback that should’ve 
been a breakout. Between that, the rise of Jarvis and the 
Kotkaniemi signing, it sort of feels like the writing is on the 
wall for a trade. But Necas still has the potential to be an elite 
talent, and it seemed like the short leash the Canes had 
Necas on wasn’t fair at times. If the two sides can build 
confidence in each other and come back with good vibes 
headed into next season, a prove-yourself bridge deal would 
be ideal for the Canes considering the player’s upside. 
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What are your expectations for Seth Jarvis next season? 

More than 60 points 13.1% 

51 to 60 points 53.0% 

40 to 50 points 31.8% 

Less than 40 points 2.1% 

I think this is fair too. Jarvis scored 40 points in 68 games in 
his rookie season, and it looks like he’s only beginning. Not 
to mention he had minimal playing time for many of those 
games when he was just starting out. I could see Jarvis 
scoring in the 50- to 60-point range. 

Andrei Svechnikov had a career year in 2021-22. Could he 
become the “elite goal scorer” that’s missing on this 
Hurricanes team? 

Yes, and that will be enough 7.7% 

Yes, but the Canes need at least one more goal-
scorer to win the Cup 

63.8% 

No, but his overall game will flourish 27.3% 

No, and he’s reached his peak 1.2% 

I agree with the 63.8 percent majority of you here: 
Svechnikov could become an elite goal-scorer, but the 
Canes probably need another weapon to win the Cup. My 
problem with putting it all on Svechnikov is the rest of his 
game is so dynamic. I’d hate to see him focusing just on the 
goals out of necessity when he could be the whole package. 

Does Jack Drury make the Hurricanes’ opening night roster? 

Yes 85.5% 

No 14.5% 

After scoring two goals in his first two NHL games, Drury had 
an excellent season playing center for the AHL Wolves. He 
expanded on that with nine goals and 24 points in 18 playoff 
games, incredibly impressive for a first-year player. With 
Trocheck’s future in question, it makes sense Drury is the 
next man up. 

Is Pyotr Kochetkov the Hurricanes’ goalie of the future? 

Yes 78.4% 

No 21.6% 

Kochetkov was outstanding when he returned to the Wolves 
to finish off their Calder Cup championship run. He went 5-1-
0, posted two shutouts and ended with a .950 save 
percentage and 1.65 goals-against average. But as we saw 
with Alex Nedeljkovic, the Canes are hesitant to rush a small 
sample size into the NHL, so this upcoming AHL season will 
be huge to see if Kochetkov really has them convinced. 

Will Jake Gardiner be on the Hurricanes’ opening night 
roster? 

Yes 15.0% 

No 85.0% 

Yeah, it’s great that Gardiner went through his back and hip 
surgery and is now fully cleared to play hockey again, but it’s 
hard to imagine him returning in a Hurricanes sweater … 

What should the Hurricanes do with Gardiner? 

Buy him out 15.6% 

Salary dump trade 66.1% 

Keep him and play him 18.3% 

This is kind of a duh moment. Obviously, the Canes should 
dump his salary if they can and maybe shave off some more 
while they’re at it in a package. But you have to wonder who 
would be in that package that a team would bite on at a time 
when so many teams are right up against the cap. 

How would you fix the power play? 

New assistant coach/deployment strategy 41.4% 

New players/more righties 19.2% 

Current players need to execute better 36.0% 

Nothing’s wrong 3.4% 

I’m giggling at “Nothing’s wrong: 3.4 percent.” 

So, we all know the power play hasn’t been ideal when you 
look at the caliber of talent and the other ways the Canes 
have improved over the past few years. 

What gives? 
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I honestly think this is more of a grey area than people want 
to admit. For one, even the best power plays sometimes 
struggle against the best penalty kills and goalies in the 
playoffs. It just happens. 

With that said, I do think what’s going on with the Canes 
specifically is a combination of the predictability of their 
current system and lack of an elite goal scorer (or two). I’d 
like to see some more creativity with the plays and less 
umbrella, and that’s another selling point on keeping Necas, 
knowing how skilled he is at playmaking.

 

 

Hurricanes Prospects Mailbag: Draft Edition 

Hurricanes fans brought the questions, Matt brought the 
answers. 

By Matthew Somma 

The draft begins July 7 and people have questions about the 
draft, the state of the pipeline and more. Since this is such a 
big time of year for the future of the team, I figured that I’d 
answer some questions from Canes fans in order to help 
prepare everyone for draft season. 

Connor decided to hit me with the toughest question first, I 
see. The Hurricanes won’t have a selection until the late 
second round and at that point, you’re just hoping to draft the 
best player available. I’m not the biggest fan of the 
goaltenders in this draft and I feel that the Hurricanes could 
get just as good of a goalie in the later rounds of the draft, so 
I’m ruling that out. I would imagine that the Hurricanes select 
another defensive prospect to help bolster their blue line. 
You aren’t going to be able to have Pesce, Skjei and Slavin 
forever and you’ll eventually need to fill those roles with your 
younger players. It all depends how the Hurricanes view the 
available players, though.  

It’s possible that there’s a run of defensemen in the middle of 
the second round and the Hurricanes are forced to take one 
of the forwards from their list. It’s also possible that the team 
really likes one of the top goalies in this draft and decides to 
take that goalie. Daily Faceoff’s Chris Peters wrote about all 
32 teams’ needs heading into the draft, and his need for the 
Hurricanes was goaltending. I disagree with Chris, however. 
Pyotr Kochetkov will be an NHL starting goalie and they also 
have Eetu Makiniemi in the pipeline. If Makiniemi can stay 
healthy, I would bet that he at least makes it into the NHL at 
some point. He may not be a starter, but he’s a capable 
backup at the very least. The team also has Patrik Hamrla, 
who had a strong season despite playing on a weaker 
QMJHL team. The jury is still out on Hamrla, however, as 
he’s only 19. It never hurts to take at least one goalie per 
draft, but I think that the Hurricanes wait until later on in the 
draft before taking their first goalie. 

I asked for clarity on this question, and he meant to ask if 
any Wolves players on AHL contracts will get an NHL 
contract with the Hurricanes. It looks like Griffin Mendel, Ivan 
Lodnia and Kyle Marino are the players that saw regular time 
with the Wolves this season. Mendel has already re-signed 

with the Wolves for next season, but it’s always possible that 
he gets an invite to development camp and earns an NHL 
contract based on his performance. Kyle Marino is a depth 
AHL player and, in my opinion, won’t be an NHL player. Ivan 
Lodnia, however, may deserve another shot an an NHL deal. 
I thought that he was fantastic when he was in the lineup 
with the Wolves, especially during the finals. His pace, 
tenacity on the forecheck and relentless motor are enough 
for me to think that he could earn an NHL contract. He had a 
rough go of things with Minnesota but was able to carve out 
a role for himself in the AHL, and with a little refinement, he 
could be a nice depth piece in the NHL. I don’t see Lodnia 
ever being a top nine forward, but he has the attitude and 
tenacity that Rod Brind’Amour looks for in his fourth line 
players. 

I’m picking two prospects: one forward and one defenseman. 
Tuukka Tieksola has always been one of my favorite 
prospects to watch, and while this past year wasn’t the best, 
I still believe that he’ll be an NHL player. He’s quick, able to 
make decisions at a high pace, skilled with the puck, and a 
great offensive player overall. There are some issues with 
consistency and defensive work, so I’m not sure if he’ll be an 
NHL player. I am, however, inclined to believe that the 
Hurricanes will be able to get the most out of Tieksola and 
turn him into a strong top nine forward.  

On defense, I love Domenick Fensore. Fensore is a rarity in 
that there are so few undersized defensemen in the NHL, but 
I believe that he’ll be an offensive defenseman at the NHL 
level. A player’s size does not equate to their skill level and 
Fensore plays like he’s 6-foot-2 in terms of how he pressures 
the puck. He’s an excellent passer and a player that was one 
of the best defenders off the rush in the NCAA this past 
season. Keep an eye on these two players, especially as 
Tieksola turns pro in the next year.  

Honorable mention: Massimo Rizzo. I love how he plays and 
I think he could be a nice top nine forward at the NHL level. 

I believe that Keane has a good chance, especially since the 
Hurricanes don’t have a clear power play quarterback for the 
second unit. His game matured this past year and I believe 
that he’s ready for an NHL role. That, of course, is 
dependent on what the Hurricanes decide to do with their 
defense next year. If Chatfield is on the roster, the 
Hurricanes may elect to bring in more experience and let 
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Keane develop for another year. He is only 22, so perhaps 
he signs a two year contract with the first year being a two 
way deal and the second moving to a one way deal. Right 
now, I’d put Keane’s odds at 60% at making the opening 
night roster, but that could easily change if the Hurricanes 
bring in a top defenseman. 

Drury plays a well-rounded game and I believe that he can 
play anywhere in the Hurricanes’ lineup. Brind’Amour is 
going to utilize him in a variety of situations, and I believe 
he’ll help the Hurricanes. Drury is able to work around the 
crease and get the greasy goals, which is something that the 
Hurricanes could always use. Realistically, I see Drury 
playing on a third line for most of his career. I do think that he 
can play up in the lineup, but I’m unsure if he’ll be able to 
produce enough offense to be a top-six forward consistently. 

He does seem like a Hurricanes pick, doesn’t he? I love 
Lane Hutson and I think he’d be a fantastic addition to the 
team, but like you said, he’s another Dom Fensore. The 
Hurricanes have Scott Morrow as well, and they may not 
want to add another pure offensive defenseman to their 
system. Again, I would love Hutson to be a Hurricanes 
prospect because I feel that he would make the Hurricanes 
better at some point in his career.  

If he’s available a little earlier and the Hurricanes feel that 
he’ll be the best possible player that they could draft, then 
yes, I could see them moving up a bit. The earliest I’d 
consider doing this would be around pick #45, though. NHL 
teams usually let these smaller defensemen fall because of 
how few there are in the NHL, so it’s possible that Hutson 
falls all the way to #60.  

Jarvis is going to have a solid second year in the NHL, and I 
don’t see a sophomore slump being much of a concern. He’s 
too hard of a worker and too skilled of a player to have that 
sort of slump. Even if his production does slow for a handful 
of games, I can still see Jarvis creating scoring chances and 
making plays in all three zones. He’s only going to get better, 
especially at 20 years old. 50-60 points is a pretty 
reasonable ceiling for him, too. He has the potential to be a 
top line forward at the NHL level, which means that he could 
be a 70-80+ point player in the future. It’s natural to expect 
some progression, and with the level of talent on this roster, I 
can see Jarvis hitting the 50-point mark with relative ease. 

Right now, I’m waiting to see how Morrow’s sophomore year 
goes. I think that if he improves defensively and continues to 
shine offensively, then we see him sign with the Hurricanes 
at the end of the year. If he needs another year in the NCAA 
to continue to improve in his own end, then that’s what it 
takes. Ultimately, we’re looking at a two to three year 

timeline for Morrow before we start to consider seeing him in 
an NHL role.  

I love the second question, too. The Hurricanes have had a 
lot of success in the second round throughout the years. 
Let’s look at their second-round picks since 2010, shall we? 
Since 2010, the Hurricanes have drafted Justin Faulk, Victor 
Rask, Brock McGinn, Alex Nedeljkovic, Sebastian Aho, 
Janne Kuokkanen, Eetu Luostarinen, Jack Drury and Pyotr 
Kochetkov. Kuokkanen, Luostarinen and Rask may not be 
fantastic, but they’re all NHL players and that alone is 
impressive. That doesn’t include players like Morrow, 
Koivunen, Heimosalmi, Gunler, Rees and Ponomarev, who 
are all showing real promise. The Hurricanes do an excellent 
job of drafting in the second round for a few reasons, in my 
opinion. They don’t shy away from taking risks, as seen with 
the Gunler, Aho and Kochetkov picks. They take players with 
the highest possible upside, which can obviously have some 
risks. Not every second round pick they’ve had since 2010 
has worked out, such as Mark Alt and Luke Martin, but the 
Hurricanes have a clear recipe for success. They also take 
players with high levels of hockey sense, which, to me, is the 
biggest reason for success. If you can’t process the game at 
a high pace, you aren’t going to make it at the NHL level. 
The Hurricanes know that and take players who can, that 
way it’s easier to transition them to the NHL.  

The earliest we can see Nikishin in North America is 2024 
since that’s when his KHL contract ends. He seems pretty 
loyal to Spartak Moscow, so I’d imagine that a contract 
termination isn’t going to be an option. On the bright side, 
Nikishin should be ready for the NHL by the time April 30, 
2024 rolls around. He has already been playing in a top-four 
role in the KHL and spent a lot of his time on the top pairing 
last season.  

I’ve already talked about Lane Hutson, so let me give you 
another name. Marcus Nguyen is one of my favorite plyers 
from the WHL in this year’s draft, and I believe that he can 
be an impact player at the NHL if he is developed properly. 
He’s quick, incredibly smart, great in transition, a takeaway 
machine and skilled with the puck. I’ve seen a lot of growth 
from him this season and I believe that once his role with 
Portland increases, he’ll show flashes of elite potential. 
Based on pure skill, he’s one of the more exciting players 
I’ve watched this year. He’s smaller and there’s no guarantee 
that he’ll reach this upside, so that’s why I’m labeling him as 
a boom or bust prospect. He’s an ideal late round selection 
because he has NHL tools.  

That’s all, folks. I’ll have plenty of other things coming out 
closer to the draft, as well as draft grades, pick by pick 
analysis and more afterwards.
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About Last Season: Derek Stepan 

A veteran forward who never quite found his place with the 
Hurricanes, Stepan spent more of his season than expected 
watching from the press box.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Derek Stepan By the Numbers 

 Age: 31 

 NHL Seasons: 12 

 Scoring: 9 goals, 10 assists, 19 points in 58 games 

 Playoff Scoring: 0 goals, 0 assists, 0 points in 3 
games 

 Advanced Statistics: 53.45 CF%, 52.63 SCF%, 
52.52 xGF%, 48.08 GF% 

 Average TOI: 9:47 ES, 0:01 PP, 0:58 SH 

 Contract Status: Unrestricted Free Agent 

It was a weird year in Raleigh for Derek Stepan, who for the 
first time in his NHL career found himself fighting to be on the 
ice rather than in the press box for a good chunk of the 
season.  

Stepan, who signed a one-year deal with the Canes ahead of 
2021-22, came in to provide forward depth. When he played, 
he was fine. He produced 19 points in 58 games — more 
points in fewer games than both Steven Lorentz and Jordan 
Martinook — while playing some valuable minutes on the 
penalty kill.  

But for Stepan, the issue was his inability to consistently find 
his name on the lineup card. He played in just 58 regular 
season games — again, fewer than the other rotational 
players guys in Lorentz and Martinook (who evened suffered 
a lengthy injury) — and he dressed for just three of the 
Hurricanes’ 14 playoff games.  

After scoring just six points in 23 games during the 2021 
portion of the season, Stepan actually got kind of hot when 
the calendar flipped to 2022.  

He had a point in each of his first two games of the new year, 
and he followed that up shortly after with a two-point effort 
against the Bruins on Jan. 18. From Jan. 1 to Jan. 27, 
Stepan scored three goals and had four assists over the 
course of nine games. During that stretch, Stepan featured in 
nine of the team’s 10 games.  

But after that little stretch, Stepan once again found himself 
struggling to play consistently. He finished the year with just 
six points in his last 26 games, finding himself sidelined for 
16 of Carolina’s final 42 games. The addition of Max Domi 
certainly didn’t help Stepan find the ice any more, and the 
somewhat unexpected every day role of Seth Jarvis also 
played a role in Stepan’s delegation to the list of scratches at 
times.  

Stepan actually finished the season on a three-game point 
streak as he played with the Canes’ playoff spot locked in 
place, but none of that momentum carried into the 
postseason as he was sidelined for the first three games of 
the first-round series against the Bruins.  

It’s kind of a shame that Stepan wasn’t able to fully find his 
footing with the Hurricanes because he’s a good player who 
produced pretty good results when he was given the 
opportunity to play.  

When Stepan played in the regular season, the Hurricanes 
were 39-13-6 (.724). Without Stepan, the Hurricanes were 
just 15-7-2 (.667).  

It wasn’t all a lost cause for Stepan, though. He had some 
big moments for the Hurricanes, the fourth team of his NHL 
career. He reached 800 NHL games played and 500 points 
during this season. 

By all accounts, Stepan handled his unusual, mostly 
unwanted role with the Hurricanes with complete 
professionalism and grace. I wrote about Stepan here back 
in March, and it was clear all season that he was a great 
locker room guy that everyone loved.
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Poturalski reflects on second Cup win 

By Patrick Williams 

Lifting the Calder Cup is becoming something of a June 
tradition for Chicago Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski. 

Three years ago with the Charlotte Checkers, then the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ American Hockey League affiliate, 
Poturalski skated the Calder Cup at Allstate Arena after his 
team had defeated the Wolves in the Calder Cup Finals. His 
haul that spring also included the Jack A. Butterfield Trophy 
as the most valuable player in the Calder Cup Playoffs. 

After two seasons in San Diego as a member of the Anaheim 
Ducks organization, Poturalski returned to Carolina last 
summer. And with the Hurricanes and Wolves now partners, 
Poturalski would fight to bring the Calder Cup to Chicago. 

A carefully constructed roster is necessary to win the Calder 
Cup. Some Wolves are like forward Jack Drury and 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, players who are high-end NHL 
prospects. Others like Poturalski and goaltender Alex Lyon 
have had elite AHL careers and are working toward their 
National Hockey League break. Still others like forwards 
Stefan Noesen, Richard Panik, or this year’s Butterfield 
Trophy winner, Josh Leivo, have spent considerable time in 
the NHL and are looking to return. 

After back-to-back seasons in which the Calder Cup was not 
awarded because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Poturalski 
was back in a familiar space on Saturday night when he 
accepted the trophy from AHL President and CEO Scott 
Howson following a series-clinching 4-0 win over Springfield. 

It was the conclusion of another excellent season for the 
sixth-year pro, who won his second consecutive AHL scoring 
title with 101 points in the regular season. He added 23 
points in 18 playoff games ― the same totals he had during 
the 2019 postseason. 

After arriving back in Chicago on Sunday, Poturalski shared 
some of his thoughts: 

ON THE HOURS AFTER WINNING THE CALDER CUP 

“They’ve been pretty crazy. When you win at any level, it’s a 
lot of fun. You put in the work all year long and all summer to 
win. You definitely have got to [celebrate], and we did that in 
the locker room. 

“It was a pretty quick turnaround. Not much sleep on our 
end. It’s nice to be home with my wife and little guy [to] relax 
a little bit right now.” 

ON THE TEAM MOOD BEFORE GAME 5 

“Go out there and win this thing and take it. 

“I think when you have a team like that, you’ve got to just 
come out on the attack, and I think that’s what we did. They 
had their season on the line to play for as well, so we also 
knew it wasn’t going to be easy. But unreal performance by 
Lyon and then a solid team effort to not really give them 
much and then shut them out.” 

ON HOW THE STOCKTON HEAT PREPARED THE 
WOLVES FOR THE CALDER CUP FINALS 

“Stockton was a great opponent. Every single game pretty 
much went right down to the wire. 

“They just played such a solid team game as well. A great D 
corps, and [goaltender Dustin] Wolf in net for them was 
awesome. He didn’t give up a [bad] goal the whole series. 
They’re a team that just made us work for everything. They 
didn’t give us anything. 

“They were a great opponent that really made us step up our 
game and elevate, and we had to play our best in order to 
beat them. That was a great challenge and definitely 
prepared us to go into Springfield.” 

ON PLAYING WITH NOESEN, WHO HAD 57 GOALS 
BETWEEN THE REGULAR SEASON AND THE CALDER 
CUP PLAYOFFS 

“It was awesome. I can’t say enough good things about how 
hard he works, and you can see why he’s played in the NHL 
and should probably be back there. 

“It was really cool last night to embrace each other and give 
each other a big hug and say what a season it was together, 
how much fun we had, and how fun it was playing hockey 
and winning. That guy, he does it all. He’s one of the 
hardest-working guys you’ll see and doesn’t lose puck 
battles. 

“I can’t say enough good things about him and how much fun 
I’ve had playing with him this year.” 

ON THE LATE-SEASON ADDITIONS OF RICHARD PANIK, 
CHRIS BIGRAS, AND TARMO REUNANEN 

“It sends a huge message that this team wants to win. It also 
creates a lot of good competition within our team. Everyone’s 
got to work hard every day. You know that you’re not safe in 
the lineup, and you’ve got to produce, and really our team 
goal here is to win. 
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“A good story: [Head coach Ryan Warsofsky] gave a speech 
and got choked up a little bit. He was talking about Bigras 
and how good of a teammate he’s been for us on this run. 
And that he didn’t get in any of the games in the playoffs, 
he’s a guy who’s more than deserving to be playing in the 
playoffs, but he didn’t complain. He didn’t say a single word 
the whole time, was a great teammate, was the first one 
cheering guys on. 

“And he got emotional, and our whole team rallied together 
behind that. You know, that’s the type of guy we have in that 
room. Everybody wanted to win. But getting a guy like 
[Bigras] would have been huge if something were to happen. 
Any other team, he’s a guy who’s in the lineup, but I can’t 
say enough about how good a teammate he was, how he 
helped us throughout this roll, even though he didn’t even 
play in any of the games in the playoffs. 

“It’s pretty cool to have a guy like that.” 

ON THE LESSONS A CALDER CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 
PROVIDES 

“That’s something that we’ll remember for the rest of our 
lives. No one can take that away from us for a group of 
brothers in there. 

“You know, there are so many things that everyone can take 
from it, all the experience playing in the playoffs. You’ve got 
a lot of our younger guys who are going to be working for the 
NHL. Us older guys, we still want to get to the NHL. 
Everybody who’s in the AHL I think wants to get to the NHL. 

“[It’s] just a great experience to go through that, the ups and 
downs. You can take that into everyday life. In everything 
you do, you’ve got to battle through your adversity.” 

ON REMEMBERING THIS TEAM 

“It’s just so much fun to be on that ride with the guys. I think 
we were saying that before the last game to think back 
through all the stuff we’ve been through all year long. To 
have the opportunity to be in that moment, to win a game, to 
be champions together, we’ve got to make the most of it. 

“And we did.”

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3386155/2022/06/28/hurricanes-fan-survey-results/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/28/23182375/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-draft-kochetkov 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/6/28/23186406/about-last-season-derek-stepan 

https://theahl.com/poturalski-reflects-on-second-cup-win 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1204022 Websites 

 

What is the scouting process for NHL Draft prospects? Everything you 
need to know 

 

Scott Wheeler 

 

This is my ninth year doing public sphere scouting, and you’re reading 
the sixth iteration of what has become one of my biggest passion projects 
of my job: an all-encompassing look at how and where I do my job 
(identifying and projecting talent forward). 

I wrote the first version of this in Future Considerations’ (now FC Hockey) 
2016 NHL Draft Guide, and it has evolved in the years since into 

something more at The Athletic, where it has gone through annual 
updates in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and now 2022. 

This guide to scouting is meant to be my manual for the work I do here 
on the evaluation side (which differs starkly from the work I do here on 
the storytelling side). It’s my opportunity to pull back the curtain for you, 
the reader. It’s also a chance for me to reflect on the work I’ve done in 
the preceding year, the way the game (and consequently scouting) is 
changing, my biases, areas that I need to emphasize and deemphasize, 
and the things that my process may be missing altogether. 

The goal is transparency. 

The outcome, I hope, is an annual primer for my final draft board which 
will give you, the reader, a better understanding of the why behind the 
choices I make in my rankings as you read through them. It should give 
you insight into the way I dissect the game and its players, while forcing 
me to map out and re-think it in an effort to avoid forming bad habits or 
falling into crutches. 
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The sport and its best young players are changing quickly, and its 
evaluators ought to be doing the same. The way prospects are playing 
the game and the tools they need to succeed at its highest level have 
already changed significantly in the nine years since I began this work. 
Teams are now developing today’s young players with wider 
consideration given to sports science, individualistic planning, and an 
emerging world of prospect analytics and tracking. Lessons are being 
learned in real time. 

This season, as with the last couple, came with its own COVID-19 ripples 
too. While it feels like forever ago as things get back into a more typical 
cadence, the 2021-22 prospects calendar was still significantly impacted 
by the pandemic. Last summer, the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, which usually 
kickstarts a new draft year, was played without Canada. In the fall, so too 
was the World Junior A Challenge (again). When the Omicron variant 
began to spread in the early days of winter, it produced the cancellation 
of the 2022 world juniors (now set to pick back up in August in 
Edmonton) and halted some schedules one last time (including a two-
month pause in the QMJHL in December and January). 

The 2022 draft class is also the first in a series of upcoming age groups 
who’ve lost a pivotal year in their development (and that data that helps 
scouts understand them) to the pandemic — and sometimes more if they 
caught the virus and it impacted a second season when they had to sit 
out and/or recover from it. In the world’s top junior league, the OHL, 
prospects eligible for the 2022 draft were also playing their rookie 
seasons instead of their sophomore ones, creating a different set of 
criteria for which they had to be evaluated as both the 2004s and 2005s 
entered the league at the same time. 

All of this has challenged the way that scouts do their jobs — challenges 
which were compounded by travel, testing and quarantine restrictions in 
some countries for much of the season and then Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine (which has led to internal conversations about the merits of 
drafting Russian players due to the potential practical challenges of 
bringing them over). 

Thankfully, I was able to return to a mostly normal travel schedule 
personally, and made trips to Hockey Canada’s U18 and U20 camp in 
Calgary last summer, the Traverse City Prospect Tournament in 
September, the NTDP and the University of Michigan in November, 
Canada’s world junior selection camp back in Calgary in December, the 
world juniors in Edmonton (briefly), Gatineau and Ottawa in March, the 
Frozen Four in Boston and U18 World Championship in Germany in 
April, and just this weekend the combine in Buffalo (with a planned trip to 
the Memorial Cup in Saint John before this year wraps up at the draft in 
Montreal). 

Lessons learned from last year have made me better at my job. After 
spending last year watching almost all of my viewings online and having 
almost all of my conversations over the phone, I have developed a wider 
array of skills and industry contacts to lean upon when I’m not at the rink. 

I hope you find what follows is both honest and introspective. That’s what 
this — along with some of my other annual projects like my re-drafts (I’ll 
be doing a re-draft and look-back at my ranking for the 2019 NHL Draft 
this summer) and my players I was wrong about column (returning in the 
fall!) — is all about. 

I hope it can also function as a companion tool for you as you evaluate 
players and watch the game in your own way. When you open up my 
upcoming 2022 NHL Draft package (out Monday!), the rankings and 
evaluations inside it are the end product of hundreds of hours of work. 
They’re also built upon the foundation laid out in this project. It is 
designed to fill in the gaps and answer as many of your questions as I 
can about my philosophy. 

Context 

There is (or should be, at least) a lot more to player evaluation than what 
you see of a player on the ice. Because hockey’s not a static game that 
can be judged in isolation from one event to the next, it is increasingly 
important to contextualize all of the exterior factors at play on the ice (and 
off of it) that may impact the way a player operates and the results that 
he produces. Live and/or taped viewings are invaluable. So is data. 

And I can’t effectively blend what I see (all of those viewings) with what 
the data tells me (the raw production and the growing amount of publicly-

available analytics) without understanding everything else that influences 
those outcomes. 

Peripheral influences are often overlooked when NHL fans pivot their 
focus to prospects ahead of each draft. In the NHL, you can look at the 
scoring race and quickly determine who the best players in the world are. 
Even as data and the casual fan’s understanding of the game grow 
exponentially at the NHL level, it only takes a couple of clicks on the 
NHL’s website before you have a pretty clear picture as to why Connor 
McDavid and Auston Matthews are the best players in the world these 
days. This is particularly true for forwards (we have learned in recent 
years that counting stats like points don’t have the same kind of value for 
defencemen, making them tougher to evaluate and project across all 
levels of the sport), where both the stats page and a night spent watching 
the Oilers and Leafs on TV tell even the most casual fan the same thing. 
You can do that with individual teams as well, where the best players are 
still usually the ones with all of the goals and assists. 

And while it’s true we can now use analytics to dig deeper on NHL 
players than ever before, available data gives the viewer a competitive 
advantage mostly in their understanding of good and bad depth players 
more than on the game’s true stars. The best players in the sport are, at 
least relatively speaking, agreed upon. Just about every top-50 ranking of 
NHL players probably includes the same 35-40 names, with evaluators 
differing more the further down the list they get. 

But that NHL game-view creates some serious pitfalls when you 
transport those biases and ways of thinking to the way you approach 
prospect evaluation. 

The assumption becomes that point-per-game Player X on Team Y in 
League Z is better (or will be) than 0.75 point-per-game Player A on 
Team B in League C. And that often isn’t the case. The parity that exists 
in the NHL doesn’t exist anywhere else in hockey. 

In junior hockey, a player’s production changes dramatically from line to 
line or team to team. Scouts have to ask themselves questions like: 

• If you’re 2022 prospects Matt Savoie, Conor Geekie and Mikey Milne, 
what were the benefits of playing on a high-powered Winnipeg Ice team, 
whether in opportunity, the quality of linemates, or the added exposure 
that comes with playing in an NHL city on a team full of players who are 
worth getting out to scout? The Winnipeg Ice scored 317 goals this 
season but the Medicine Hat Tigers scored just 154. That’s more than 
twice as many goals per game (4.7 to 2.3). What does that say about the 
team-leading (!) 29 points 2022 draft-eligible Oasiz Wiesblatt scored? 
And would he and Milne’s 81 points (third on the Ice) bridge closer 
together if they swapped places? 

• How different might the production of Djurgarden’s trio of top 2022 
prospects — Liam Ohgren, Jonathan Lekkerimaki and Noah Ostlund — 
have been had they played on a different three separate lines instead of 
together at the J20 level? 

Similar questions have to be asked each year of the players who play at 
the national development program, where there are only so many 
offensive-zone starts and power-play jobs to go around. How different 
would Ryan Chesley’s production look if he’d been the PP2 quarterback 
instead of Seamus Casey this year, and vice versa? 

All six Division I NCAA conferences aren’t created equal, either. The 
reality is that the AHA and the WCHA don’t produce the same kind of 
talents as, say, the Big Ten or Hockey East. 

Though all three of the SHL, KHL and Liiga now produce time-on-ice 
data and the excellent possession metrics that come with it, the same 
issues exist across Europe. You have to know that the staff in Frölunda 
are more reluctant to play their best young players than the staff in Rögle 
are (even though Rögle were the better — and best — regular season 
this year), just as you have to know that those kids in Djurgarden were 
more likely to get opportunities in the SHL this year than their peers with 
other clubs because the team was on a path to relegation into the 
second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan and will trend younger by default. 

In Liiga, you must consider that 2022 prospect Tomas Hamara had to 
overcome more to earn promotion to/minutes with league champion 
Tappara than top prospect Joakim Kemell had to with JYP, the league’s 
youngest team. 
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You have to understand the massive power imbalance that exists across 
all three levels in Russia, where the top KHL, VHL and MHL teams are 
backed by huge money, carry massive staffs, and play in big cities where 
all of the talent congregates, while the smaller rural teams have none of 
those things — and play haywire hockey as a result. 

In the CHL, there are always prospects who don’t hit their groove until 
the second half of the season for a myriad of reasons, including time 
spent at the Jr. A level the year before, a coach who trusts his veterans 
(17-year-olds famously don’t play prominent roles in London until maybe 
the final dozen games of a 68-game season if they’re lucky), or a trade. 
That was emphasized this year more than most after OHL players spent 
much of the first half of their seasons going through the growing pains 
they should have experienced last year, explaining the second-half 
surges of players like Sudbury’s David Goyette and Flint’s Gavin Hayes 
(who went pointless in his first 11 games before finishing the year with 60 
points in his final 68 games). 

These things matter. 

Only by watching those players, learning their linemates and deployment, 
and understanding the strength (or lack thereof) of their teams can we 
come to the conclusion that in different roles, or with different linemates, 
their outcomes could vary. 

When the Stars drafted Windsor’s Wyatt Johnston with the 23rd pick in 
last year’s draft after the OHL never played and he never went elsewhere 
to play, they understood that his 30 points in 52 games from his rookie 
season of two years earlier didn’t adequately reflect that he was one of 
the team’s best players down the stretch. They also knew that he was 
much more impactful at U18 Worlds than his four points in seven games 
suggested, playing a pivotal role in Team Canada’s bottom six to emerge 
as a counted-upon player on a gold medal-winning team. And while I 
knew both of those things, having watched the same games and spoken 
in depth with Windsor staff about his rookie season, I didn’t trust that 
context enough and ranked him 55th. The Stars did and when he 
returned to the OHL and led it in scoring with 124 points in 68 games, 
they were clearly right to have. By contrast, Ty Voit, who posted an 
identical 0.57 points per game to Johnston in their rookie seasons before 
the pandemic, returned to post 43 fewer points, revealing why, despite 
similar pre-draft statistical makeups, they were drafted 130 spots apart. 

You have to take their context another step further, too. You have to 
consider age. It cannot be stressed enough how important age is for me 
in projecting (which is ultimately what this is all about) a kid’s 
development curve. 

It shouldn’t surprise you that some of the 2021 draft class’ biggest 
breakout stars this year were also its youngest players. Because those 
kids had more catching up to do. Luke Hughes and Olen Zellweger were 
both born just days from being eligible for the 2022 draft and it shows in 
the steeper inclines they travelled on than their older peers. 

As I have built out my final 2022 draft board, you can bet that I 
considered that projected second-rounders Elias Salomonsson and Mats 
Lindgren are 10 months younger than projected second-rounders Simon 
Forsmark, Jack Hughes and Adam Ingram. It matters to me that Ottawa 
67’s forward Vinzenz Rohrer is one of the youngest players in the draft 
and also did his damage on a starved-for-offence team. 

Age is beginning to play a larger and larger role in player evaluation 
across several sports, too. After publishing the 2019 update to this guide, 
I received a note from a director of amateur scouting with an MLB team 
about just that. “I’ve found that hockey and baseball have more 
similarities in how we evaluate similarly-aged talent and found your piece 
to be particularly enlightening,” read part of that message. 

It’s important to remember that these are kids. We can lose sight of that 
in all of the attention they get — and in their otherworldly, “he can’t 
possibly be 17 years old” talent. 

They’re teenagers. Their bodies are changing rapidly. 

Some players add baby fat early, baby fat that helps them dominate at 
lower levels because they’re bigger and stronger than everyone else. 
Sometimes the development of those players turns stagnant as they get 
older and struggle to shed that weight, lean out and get faster (while the 
game around them does). 

Others grow two or even three inches in a year, add 10 pounds as a 
draft-eligible and their trajectories take off in a short period of time late in 
the year. Some of those kids have come into their own, filled out lanky 
frames, and learned to dominate. Others, who’d developed different 
kinds of skills when they were 5-foot-9, are suddenly 5-foot-11 with the 
elements of a smaller player. 

In the 2022 class, we must consider that top prospect Juraj Slafkovsky is 
already 218 pounds in our evaluation of his success at the men’s level, 
even if we come to the same conclusion that we otherwise would have 
(that it’s impressive nonetheless). We must also consider the weight he 
will carry as he inevitably adds into his 20s and 30s, and whether the 
sum of his tools will be able to support it without it having a detrimental 
impact (rather than an advantageous one). Just as we must also 
consider that there is no defenceman in today’s NHL who plays 
anywhere near prospect Lane Hutson’s 148 pounds and make efforts to 
learn about his potential ability to add weight, as well as his genetics and 
his metabolism. Is he the type that burns it off faster than he can add it, 
or are there training and nutritional steps that he can still take to help him 
get stronger? Has he hit his height limit, or has he just not had his growth 
spurt yet? (I know his family members are all taller than him, but he has 
also told me that adding muscle has been a struggle for him, for 
example.) 

All of these things make repeated viewings absolutely necessary over the 
course of a season because the player you see in September won’t be 
the same as the one you see in January and then May. They also 
highlight the importance of leaving your bias with a player from a 
previous viewing at the door and never trusting your first thought. That 
matters even more in draft years as volatile as this one is likely to be 
because of the pandemic. We know that a player’s 16-year-old season at 
the top under-20 domestic junior level is typically the biggest transition of 
their career, so what happens when that season is lost, disrupted, or 
delayed by a year? 

The growth isn’t just the physical, athletic kind, either. As they mature 
and their brains develop, their games change in imperceptible ways as 
well. Some players become more aggressive and assertive and learn 
faster than others how to find open space and involve their linemates. 
Others struggle with off-ice issues and their game suffers, or they plateau 
because they can’t problem-solve and bad habits put them into tough 
positions on the ice. 

Other things, including proximity to their family, or a team’s travel 
schedule all impact a player’s season. Homesickness and culture 
changes have an even more pronounced impact on import players. 
Some coaches rely heavily on their top players, which can limit a 
prospect’s production early on in their junior career. But a coach on a 
rebuilding team might thrust a 17-year-old into first-line minutes and top 
power-play time. The Sault St. Marie Greyhounds are a three-and-a-half-
hour drive from their nearest opponent and spend much of their season 
on prolonged road trips. The Mississauga Steelheads can get to 
Oshawa, Guelph, Kitchener and Hamilton in roughly an hour — and 
home to sleep in their own beds on the night of a game. In the more 
geographically widespread leagues, like the WHL or the MHL, some 
teams have the finances to take more flights than others. 

In Europe, consideration must also be given to kids who bounce between 
levels more than others, and the lack of consistency that stems from 
going too often from playing big minutes with a junior team to sitting on 
the bench with the pro club, without the ability to develop chemistry and 
little things that matter more than you might think, like reps on the power-
play unit. (Not to mention the life disruptions of a new life, a new level, a 
new housing situation, etc.) 

Above and beyond all of the above things, we must also evaluate players 
and their skill sets through the size of the sheet of ice that they play on. 
Whether that’s the Olympic ice most common in Europe and played on at 
some major NCAA programs, the hybrid ice most common to Finland, or 
the smaller surfaces in Canada, right down to the almost-square corners 
of the Peterborough Memorial Centre. 

I try to consider all of these things (age, team, role, available data, etc.) 
and then use relationships with coaches, managers, players, agents and 
scouts to fill in around the edges and build as complete a picture of each 
player as I can. 
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Though scouting still isn’t foolproof with all of that in mind, there are real 
advantages to be gleaned from maximizing your knowledge about a 
player (Goyette’s impressive speed makes a lot more sense when you 
know that he started skating in speed skating, and trains with an Olympic 
sprinter). And the value of that knowledge is exponentially greater for 
draft-eligible players, where sample size can play tricks on you (these 
last couple of years more than ever), than it is in the NHL where there’s 
no shortage of time to separate fact from fiction. 

My viewing process and limitations 

This has changed a lot over the years. 

When I first turned this whole prospect evaluation thing into a job with 
McKeen’s Hockey and later Future Considerations, I was juggling it with 
life in journalism school at Carleton University, internships and 
freelancing. 

At McKeen’s Hockey, I filed hundreds of scouting reports across multiple 
seasons on entire draft classes, relying on live viewings in Ottawa and 
nearby Gatineau, where I had access to both the OHL and the QMJHL 
within a short drive. And though I covered CHL All-Star Games, the 
Canada-Russia Series, Hockey Canada evaluation camps, some world 
juniors, and the scouting combine, and made efforts to get to many other 
OHL markets to add live viewings for a wider range of prospects, almost 
all of my non-CHL, non-international viewings were done through video. 

At Future Considerations, I filed reports on a more narrow group of 
players and contributed to our rankings as an OHL/QMJHL voice (a lot 
like an area scout does on the amateur side of an NHL operation). 

But it wasn’t until after I graduated, when I joined The Athletic full-time 
more than four years ago, that I began to make this my only focus. And 
even then, as my time and travel budget expanded to include a wider 
range of destinations and viewings, I was also splitting my time with 
covering the Maple Leafs for the better part of those first two years. 

At the end of the 2018-19 season, when I began my current role and 
stopped covering the Leafs, all of that changed. In the three years dating 
back to May 2019, my focus has been singular and my travel expanded 
further. 

With that came more thorough work, a larger number of viewings on a 
larger number of players, and the face time required to really dig in on 
developing sources. 

My job still prompts a lot of legitimate questions from readers, though. 

How do you watch a game? Are you watching every player or just one? 
What does your game sheet look like? How does your approach differ in 
a live environment versus when you’re watching on tape? How many 
players in a draft class are you able to get to and which leagues are you 
watching more than others?  

Some of you haven’t followed my work across all of those drafts and may 
have questions about my record, too. Putting out a list or publishing 
scouting reports is one thing but being good at it over several years is 
something else altogether. 

And then the answers to those questions are complex because the way I 
go about doing my job differs from the way many others in the public and 
private spheres do theirs. 

I, for example, am one of the few that does all of my work at in-person 
viewings on a computer. Most scouts track their notes across player grids 
they build into notepads and I have never been able to do that. Part of 
that is driven by necessity (I have a tremor, leftover from concussions, 
which makes writing by hand almost impossible). Part of that, I truly 
believe, is about efficiency. I suspect that if my health didn’t make it a 
habit, I would have made it one by now regardless because the 
advantages I believe a computer provides (speed and detail) far 
outweigh the disadvantages (a distraction that can take your eyes off of 
the game if you allow it to). 

The number of players I watch in a game has also changed over the 
years — and depending on the medium. 

When I’m in an arena watching a set of players for the very first time, I try 
to really focus on only a handful. That’s because in a live setting the play 
is moving so fast and shift changes are happening so quickly that I find 

watching all of the players in a game who may be of some interest (which 
can be upwards of double digits per team in some cases) results in 
extremely thin postgame evaluations across the board. If I really want to 
get to know a player I’m not particularly familiar with, my notes on a 
player at the end of a game to be thorough. Keeping the total number of 
players I’m paying close attention to as small as possible helps 
accomplish that. 

In doing so, it means that there are usually no more than one or two 
players on the ice at any given moment that I need to be following with 
my eyes. The obvious advantage there is that I can better isolate those 
players for their entire shift, rather than bouncing around the ice to follow 
several players, or the puck. 

The obvious disadvantage to that strategy is making sure you aren’t 
tunnel-visioned to the player you’re tracking. Hockey at the highest levels 
is so fluid now that what’s happening around a player is as important as 
the way a player reacts to it. Isolation helps build my knowledge of a 
player’s raw skills (I do a much better job picking up on the little details in 
a player’s skill set when I’m honed in on them) but it can limit your 
understanding of a player’s ability to read the game around them. Some 
players (Brad Lambert comes to mind in this draft class) look great in 
isolation but can struggle within the whole. 

This isn’t to say I won’t pick up on other players in a game (you catch 
flashes here or there of everyone on the ice) but I try to limit the 
takeaways I garner from players who aren’t my focus. That’s because the 
really good plays or really bad plays are the only ones you’ll catch with a 
player you didn’t make an effort to watch closely. I believe that can work 
to an evaluator’s detriment, resulting too often in the wrong impression of 
a player at the end of a viewing. Once I get comfortable with a group of 
players, though, I allow my scope to widen. By the time I was in Germany 
for U18 worlds this year, for example, I found myself watching all of the 
U.S. NTDP kids with a wider lens, rather than tracking one player across 
the ice, because I’d already done that with them all a lot individually. 

On video, my focus is even narrower. 

For the first five years I did this, I tested all sorts of subscription platforms 
for my review of tape. But the tools and interfaces those services 
provided varied. Some didn’t even have playback buttons, so my focus 
was broader as I watched entire games. 

But in the last four years, I have used both of the scouting industry’s two 
big scouting platforms, InStat and SportContract, providing feedback for 
the latter. InStat and SportContract, neither of which are available to the 
public (SportContract has asked me to make that clear in an effort to 
reduce requests), offer advanced interfaces and playback tools for every 
junior, college and pro league on the planet. Now, I often watch just one 
player at a time — viewing only his shifts. This has made my process 
considerably more efficient, cutting a three-hour viewing into a half-hour 
one in many cases, allowing me to use the video days I set aside for 
myself during each month more effectively in order to take notes and 
catalog as many prospects as possible. They are, to put it simply, the 
most important tools I have. 

Live or on tape, if I’m there strictly to watch a player and storytelling isn’t 
my focus that day, my game sheet is a mix of notes on the plays a player 
made (as well as all the videos I cut of them that appear in standalone 
evaluations, like the ones you’ll see in “The Gifted” series) as well as 
detailed descriptions of the player’s tools (more on the skills I care about 
later). 

Because my job at The Athletic is so wide-ranging relative to the job an 
area scout has to do (or the one I had to do when I was with Future 
Considerations, for example), the ability to speed up my tape viewings in 
recent years has been paramount. Even though this is my full-time job, 
there are only so many hours in a day. 

That’s not a complaint, though. Having my work be mine and mine alone 
is far and away my preferred way of doing this job. Every evaluator would 
likely tell you the same thing. 

On one hand, if there are issues in it, or if I fail, it’s on me. On the other, I 
don’t have to trust anyone else’s eyes or evaluation of the available data 
but my own in forming my opinion. If I feel I have a blind spot on a player, 
I can ask people I know who are more well-versed in those prospects 
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than I am. And if I’m confident I’ve seen enough of a player, I can rank 
them accordingly without having to consult anyone. 

At Future Considerations, I had to trust others, not knowing their 
familiarity with the players or how their process works (this isn’t to say 
those people weren’t fantastic, because they were, but control breeds 
comfort with something like this). 

Still, though, there is a reason NHL teams do what they do and build lists 
with massive staffs, and that needs to be understood before you dive into 
my ranking. NHL Central Scouting’s final ranking for 2022 lists 365 
skaters and 42 goalies and I have not seen them all play. Both my 
preliminary and midseason rankings are only 64 players deep because it 
takes the full year to confidently build to a list that includes 100 players 
(plus honourable mentions) for my final board. 

I have worked diligently in recent years to correct against blind spots that 
I’d identified in my lists with the USHL, VHL, MHL, CJHL, NAHL and U.S. 
high school talent pools, corrections which have resulted in higher 
representation for all of those leagues on my boards of the last couple of 
years. But I will never get to where I’d like to be, because I’m ultimately 
going to return to the players I’ve identified as more worthwhile than 
attempt to build a book on every last player that I need to watch. While I 
feel like I’ve closed the gap on the USHL, VHL, MHL and CJHL fronts, I 
still rely mostly on recommendations from sources for the NAHL and U.S. 
high school kids that I dedicate time to. On the latter front, not every 
school even broadcasts their games as of yet (though that list is growing) 
and even those that do aren’t under one streaming roof because of the 
different circuits most of the non-Minnesota schools play in. So I rely on 
their coaches (or on local scouts) for additional insights into their 
tools/upside. 

It’s important to keep all of this in mind when you read my work. Those 
limitations are also reason enough to search out other voices than my 
own for their insight. There are intelligent, diligent evaluators at all of the 
major public scouting services. If you’re reading this, you already know 
that The Athletic’s Corey Pronman’s work is a necessary resource. The 
Twittersphere has built some successful public-sphere data models from 
folks like Byron Bader or at places like Pick224. Others, like Will Scouch, 
do insightful player tracking independently. 

Skills-based evaluation  

A couple of months ago, I was asked by the Stratford Warriors, a Jr. B 
GOJHL team here in Ontario, to do a presentation for their weekly 
coaches, management and scouts meeting. The presentation could be 
on whatever I wanted it to be on, and I chose to speak about the 
language of scouting, mapping out much what I’ve laid out in this section 
of my guide over the years. 

I chose it because this is where I feel I can be most useful in moving the 
conversation forward on player evaluation in hockey. 

If this guide leaves you with anything, I want it to be what the last slide of 
my presentation to them outlined in my rules to live by: 

Ambiguity is the enemy of description. Specificity is the goal. 

Your audience (reader, or listener, or boss) shouldn’t have to guess what 
you mean. 

Unbox. 

When I’m reading about hockey, watching people talk about hockey or 
listening to people talk about hockey, I always try to keep those pillars in 
mind. 

Because there are words that sound like they mean something but don’t, 
or words that mean something to one person that mean something 
completely different to another — jargon that we use that confuses and 
obfuscates. If the goal in analyzing the sport is to be nuanced, some of 
the ways we talk about it don’t quite meet that standard. 

“Comparables” are my most common gripe. We all do them because you 
all eat them up. The same is true in television. But they aren’t the best 
version of player analysis, they’re the simplest. The average member of 
the intended audience spends the majority of the season focused on the 
NHL until it’s all over and suddenly the draft is around the corner. If 
you’re part of the league’s North American audience, that’s 
understandable because of how wide-ranging hockey’s lower-level 

branches extend around the globe (with each NHL team’s prospects 
playing across different time zones in leagues where broadcasts are hard 
to find and carried in foreign languages). People like me are meant to fill 
in the blanks for you when you don’t have the bandwidth to keep tabs on 
everyone you’d like to. The audience wants to know how the available 
prospects play without watching them. Comparables can provide them 
with a mental image in an instant. 

I get it. 

Evaluation is about projection (which, inherently, is also what 
comparables try to do). 

But player types are changing. And comparables fail to recognize that 
players are more different now than they ever have been. They also box 
players in, rather than attempt to unbox them and find where the missing 
pieces are needed while trying to put them back together. Every first-
round pick gets tagged with all-star expectations. And we start to see the 
same names over and over again. How many times did we used to hear 
a rangy, north-south forward with speed compared to Jeff Carter or Matt 
Duchene, or a bulky, menacing one projected as the next Milan Lucic 
and then Tom Wilson? 

They don’t just box the player in, either. They box us, as fans of the 
game, into lazy habits. And they often serve as a veil for analysis that 
isn’t centred on the work required to actually describe a player, so they 
revert to disguises as detail. Sometimes, that’s out of necessity. 
Publications have word counts, radio stations and TV broadcasts have 
time limits. We need to find ways to condense. 

But much of the jargon we most often hear or read leaves the intended 
audience with more questions than answers. 

Plays with urgency 

Hockey IQ/hockey sense 

The stay-at-home defender/safe player 

Grit/compete 

These can be interpreted in different ways. When we hear or read those 
terms second-hand, we superimpose our biases onto someone else’s 
viewings. We try to interpret meaning. And our takeaway may not be 
what the person who was presenting it intended it to be. Whenever 
possible, detail and description should always be the focus. They 
mitigate against that. 

Hockey IQ can be described with specifics — how the player plays within 
his team’s structure, whether he picks up on his man consistently, if he 
surveys the ice to get ahead of the play rather than always react and find 
himself behind, a note on the decisions he makes with the puck, the 
reads he makes without it, or whether he plays with his head up, and so 
on. 

A safe defender might carry a negative connotation to the author 
(someone who struggles with the puck, lacks ability and dumbs down his 
game out of necessity, relying too much on the glass-and-out play, etc.) 
but it may be perceived as positive by the reader (someone who picks 
their spots, doesn’t make mistakes, and executes the kind of smart, 
careful plays that reduce risk and advance play in the right direction). 

When we talk about “playing with urgency” we’re often just pointing to 
whether or not a player played well in a given game. It’s near-impossible 
to infer effort or interpret feeling. In many cases, those who look like 
they’re working hard are also inefficient or wasting energy. 

Is a gritty player someone who finishes every hit, plays through contact, 
extends plays by not giving up on them, stays on pucks, gets up and 
under on sticks, and wins inside body positioning? And if you are to say 
that a player is gritty, are we to assume that he does all of those things 
well? Why not tell us which, specifically? 

If the evaluator is going to use ambiguous terms, they should, wherever 
possible, explain what it means to them first, too. 

When I started doing player evaluations of my own, I set out to build a 
glossary to detail the things I value and explain my language. Through 
that process — the process of annually adding and subtracting skills I 
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look for in a player — came a baseline for everything I do and the way I 
view the sport. 

Here’s the 2022 version of what that baseline looks like: 

Skating: This includes a player’s posture (the balance between their 
shoulders, hips and knees in a variety of stances), how light or heavy a 
player is on their blades (some players really dig their skates into the ice 
before releasing into their push, while others have the quick twitch found 
in sprinters and can look like they’re hovering), their top speed after a 
zone’s worth of pushes (less important these days), their first few steps 
and their recoveries through those hurried strides, their acceleration 
through to their top speed, their balance/centre of gravity, the fluidity of 
their movements, their lateral edgework, their ability to maintain rather 
than lose speed with possession of the puck, how far they can 
extend/lean on their edges while skating backward in order to close gaps 
quickly, their ability to pivot without catching an edge, whether their feet 
drag (a lot of young players drag the toe of their blade because they’re 
rushing through their stride), if they don’t drag their toes whether they lift 
more than a few inches off the ice (many young players who don’t drag 
their blades overcompensate with a choppy up and down motion), 
whether they pick up their stick into a pitch fork (which wasted energy 
when they start to sway) or hunch over their skates to put them off 
balance, and their ability to go heel-to-heel (leaning on inside edges to 
dodge checks and shuffle around defenders or the net on wraparounds). 
The two most efficient strides: long, fluid motions that give straightaway 
speed or tight, explosive edgework to create a rounded, agile skater. 
Both have their place, but I prefer a player who can move, change 
directions and turn feet attacking on tight angles than one who can 
explode down the boards with a longer stride. In today’s game, I believe 
changing tempo is now more important than top speed. Wherever 
possible, I try to avoid using the lazy “good/bad skaters” catch-alls. 

Playmaking: This includes ability to see the ice in front and on either side, 
see through layers of traffic to the weak side of coverage, recognize 
secondary and tertiary options, see lanes before they open (there’s a 
knack to this skill that is hard to evaluate but when a player is really 
talented at it, it’s impossible to miss), accurately pass (both short and 
long ranges, routinely failing to execute short little bump passes can 
speak to focus or lack thereof), timing and sharpness of passes (passing 
hard is not always a strength, feathering a pass through traffic is more of 
an asset), creativity in passing (does the player surprise defenders with 
the lanes he finds?), calculated confidence/pass selection (if a player is 
going to make a high-risk play, do they have support?), passing in 
motion, and passing off of his backhand (a lot of junior hockey players 
aren’t confident enough to fake a forehand pass and cross their body to 
pass backhand but it can be an effective way of wrapping the puck 
around rangy defenders). 

Puckhandling and deceptiveness: This includes hand speed (loose grip is 
better, I want to look for players who avoid tightly controlling their stick, 
though it can be hard to spot, especially on tape), creativity with the puck 
(do they rely on the same move or can they adjust in traffic/under 
pressure?), ability to deke a goaltender or defenceman one-on-one (does 
he always go outside, does he too often cut inside, can he make 
defenders move laterally or, better yet, make them turn?), ability to 
maintain possession of the puck at high speed, stops and starts, core 
control (reflexes and instincts come into play here), ability to protect the 
puck against bigger defenders, skills of dexterity and first touch (catching 
pucks in tough spots, quickly finding pucks with reflexes off of a bobble), 
ability to handle the puck or pick a dead puck off the boards on a player’s 
backhand or in tight (the difference between getting the puck up ice and 
being trapped can be a brief miscarry from a dead puck), the ability to 
control the puck out wide or in his feet (the latter is a challenge for taller 
players so when they can do it well it’s a real asset), and the use of baits, 
delays and fakes to draw defenders in or force them into a misdirection. 

Shooting: This includes velocity and accuracy, the quickness of a 
player’s release, the consistency of their one-timer, whether they’re 
specific about shot selection or a volume shooter, a disguised release 
point (some players have tweaks to their releases and blades that 
distinguish them by, say, pushing the puck off the heel to set up a 
snapshot rather than just applying pressure to the shaft, or curling from 
the toe and releasing before the heel), how and whether a prospect finds 
holes for shots (I like defencemen that move a lot at the offensive-zone 
blue line both laterally and inward to the high slot, which makes skating 
an even bigger asset in today’s game because you need to be able to 

recover defensively from those spots or get to them before defensive 
schemes can front you), how a player shifts their weight through their 
shooting motion (a lot of young players throw themselves off balance), 
and the ability to tip and deflect pucks (another sign of dexterity), elevate 
it in tight or slide it along the ice while moving, which includes whether a 
player relies on finishing in one way (a lot of young players shoot high too 
often when the low rebound is the best available option). Shooting 
(particularly as it pertains to how hard a player shoots) is increasingly of 
less value to me for defencemen. Shot variety and a player’s ability to 
manipulate their shot to get it off from a variety of spots on their body 
(including the instep of both feet), is something I’m increasingly placing 
emphasis on for forwards. But a player’s movement off the puck is often 
a greater determining factor in their acumen as a scorer at the next level 
than their actual mechanics as a shooter are. 

Defensive acumen: This includes whether a player comes back in the 
play or counts on others to (even when it’s his job), understanding of 
personal defensive responsibilities, covering for a teammate’s missed 
assignment, reading the developing play and reacting accordingly, 
communicating on the ice (an underrated asset for players who 
understand systems), a defender’s ability to funnel and steer play to the 
outside (particularly in transition), a forechecker’s angles to pucks, 
choices on pinches, how a player uses their skating to gap up and disrupt 
(some players play much tighter gaps than others, gluing themselves to 
the hip of the opposing carrier, which if done well can allow them to 
swallow the play up and which if done poorly can result in a lot of glaring 
mistakes and compensating penalties), or if they’re a passive defender in 
the neutral and defensive zones who gives to much (requiring that they 
compensate by reacting and breaking up plays with raw instincts and 
reflexes). If they’re an aggressive defender in both zones, are they 
calculated in how far they extend on attackers (you’ll see things like a 
player hunching over his stick if he’s pushing too far off their centre for a 
hit) and do they have the skating ability to make up for it? Defenders who 
are aggressive and slow are the worst. I also hate penalties. There are 
good ones (compensating for a teammate to prevent a high-danger 
scoring chance) but they’re otherwise not the asset many fantasy 
leagues teach us to believe they are (cross-checking means he wasn’t in 
proper position defensively, hooking normally means he wasn’t moving 
his feet, etc.). 

Intangibles like attitude and leadership are extremely hard to identify so I 
tend to use coaches and managers to find out more about them. 
Although body language can be evident for some players on the ice, you 
have to be careful not to equate being upset with not caring. 

And at the end of it all, scouting hockey will always be an imperfect 
science. These are just the blurry outlines of it. It’s my job to cover the 
NHL Draft and I give it as many hours as I can in a year. I’m lucky to 
have the time and the flexibility to do that at The Athletic. I hope that I 
view player evaluation and the game in a progressive way. And I still 
make plenty of mistakes. The goal, here, is to be as thorough as I can 
be, to make this coverage as comprehensive as I can and to look back in 
a few years and be proud of my rankings, evaluations and projections. 

Hopefully we can learn something about this sport and its players along 
the way. 
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Stanley Cup Final claws back to pedestrian pre-2020 ratings on ABC: 
Sports on TV 

 

Bill Shea 

 

The Colorado Avalanche wrapped up their third Stanley Cup 
championship on Sunday with a TV audience in line with pre-pandemic 
viewership. 

While recovering from the past two seasons is a good thing, the overall 
numbers are not exactly something to crow about. And that may just be 
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the new normal for everything on TV that isn’t the Death Star eyeball 
tractor beam, aka the National Football League. 

The entire six-game series between the Avalanche and back-to-back 
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning averaged 4.59 million viewers 
on ABC, which bested 2020 and 2021 but before that is the least-
watched Stanley Cup Final since Penguins-Sharks averaged 3.95 million 
in 2016, per audience tracker Sports Media Watch. 

The legacy has begun. 🏔 #StanleyCup pic.twitter.com/EzFfVgvYTb 

— NHL (@NHL) June 27, 2022 

Here’s how Jon Lewis, who’s run Sports Media Watch since 2006, 
characterized this year’s audience: “This year’s series ranks 10th out of 
the 20 total Cup finals over the past two decades and ninth out of the 17 
since the season-long 2004-05 owners’ lockout.” 

You can find historic finals viewership and ratings data here. There are 
some surprisingly small audiences in the past, including games under 1 
million viewers. 

After reading all that — and for me, after researching and typing all that 
— if you’re left a bit confused on how to feel, that’s normal. The television 
industry is in serious flux, so what was once good, bad, or in between 
isn’t the same today. 

We can say for certain that increased viewership over the prior two years 
is a net positive. 

Helping the final overcome the factors that have siphoned viewership — 
the pandemic, cord-cutting, and people watching less TV overall — was 
the entire series being carried on ABC. Broadcast networks tend to 
average larger audiences than a series split between broadcast and 
cable, which the Stanley Cup Final has done annually since 1980. 

Sunday’s Game 6 clincher averaged 5.82 million viewers and was the 
biggest Stanley Cup Final audience since 6.47 million watched Game 6 
of Boston-St. Louis in 2019 — and that audience was certainly larger 
because out-of-home (OOH) viewing in bars, restaurants and other 
people’s homes wasn’t counted by Nielsen until summer 2020. OOH 
matters quite a bit for live sports compared to other programming. 

Viewership for a championship series is driven by many factors: 
Teams/markets, star players participating, storylines pushed by the 
networks and league, start times and day of the week, competing 
programming on other channels, broadcast vs. cable, blowouts or 
thrillers, and length of the series — a longer series typically does better 
than a sweep. 

Last year’s Stanley Cup Final marked the end of NBC’s NHL deal, and 
viewership was soft, to be polite. Game 1 between the Lightning and 
Montreal Canadiens averaged just 1.66 million on now-defunct NBCSN 
and the Peacock streaming service. The overall five-game series 
averaged 2.52 million viewers. 

The 2020 final, played well out of season (September) because of the 
pandemic in a fan-less Edmonton “bubble” averaged 2.15 million across 
linear TV and streaming. 

The last final before the pandemic, in 2019 between the Blues and 
Bruins, averaged 5.33 million on NBC/NBCSN. Game 7 that year 
averaged 8.72 million viewers. 

The overall Stanley Cup playoffs averaged 1.36 million viewers, which is 
obviously better than 2020-21 but lower than 2018-19 and on par with 
2017. 

This was also the first Stanley Cup Final under the NHL’s new TV deals. 
Last year, the league inked a seven-year pact with Turner Sports that’s 
worth $225 million per season, or $1.57 billion in total. The NHL also 
signed a seven-year media rights pact with Disney-owned ESPN/ABC 
worth a total of $2.8 billion. 

Those deals run through the 2027-28 season. 

Turner, which gets the final in odd years while ABC/ESPN gets it in even 
years, functionally replaced NBC as the league’s other major 
broadcaster. The 10-year NBC deal began in 2005 and was extended, 
with the final extension worth a total of $2 billion. 

In 2023, the Stanley Cup Final will air on Turner, so it may be a challenge 
to match this year’s numbers. We’ll see in a year. 

The final had been carried on NBC and the now-defunct 
NBCSN/Versus/OLN from 2006-2021. Prior to that, they were split 
among Disney-owned ABC and ESPN from 2000-04. And for decades 
before that, the games aired on Fox, ESPN, SportsChannel America, 
USA Network, NBC, CBS, the old NHL Network, and the defunct Hughes 
TV Network — and not all Stanley Cup Final games even made it on TV, 
with U.S. national network broadcasts beginning in 1966. 

Here is how this year’s final fared on TV game by game: 

2022 Stanley Cup Finals viewership 

Game Winner Score Viewership 

Game 1 

Avalanche 

4-3 (OT) 

4.2 million 

Game 2 

Avalanche 

7-0 

3.74 million 

Game 3 

Lightning 

6-2 

4.1 million 

Game 4 

Avalanche 

3-2 (OT) 

4.59 million 

Game 5 

Lightning 

3-2 

5.14 million 

Game 6 

Avalanche 

2-1 

5.81 million 

In other sports TV viewership and news … 

USFL: The modernized, lower-tier version of the old United States 
Football League had its first two playoff games this weekend, but neither 
cracked 1 million viewers. NBC’s 8 p.m. ET kickoff on Saturday 
(Birmingham Stallions 31, New Orleans Breakers 17) averaged 998,000. 

On Sunday, Fox (which owns the league) had a 3 p.m. start for its 
semifinal game (Philadelphia Stars 19, New Jersey Generals 14) that 
averaged 957,000 viewers. 

Both games were played at Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium in 
Canton, Ohio. The regular season was played entirely at two stadiums in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The USFL championship game is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Sunday on 
Fox. It’ll air live from Canton. 

NBA: The first round of the NBA Draft on Thursday night averaged 3.98 
million viewers combined on ABC and ESPN, per the networks. Peak 
viewership was 4.5 million at 8:15 p.m. The full two-round draft — ESPN 
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solely carried the second round — averaged 3.04 million viewers. The 
2021 draft first round, airing against the Summer Olympics in July, 
averaged 2.98 million. 

The 2020 draft, catapulted into November because of the pandemic, 
averaged 2.13 million on ESPN/ESPNU while 2019’s draft, framed 
around Zion Williamson, averaged 3.09 million for those same networks. 

COLLEGE BASEBALL: Mississippi won its first College World Series on 
Sunday by sweeping Oklahoma in two games. Saturday’s Game 1 
actually had the bigger TV audience, averaging 1.63 million on ESPN in 
primetime while the Game 2 clincher averaged 1.54 million on Sunday in 
mid-afternoon. 

Those numbers were about the same as the two-game Women’s College 
World Series finals earlier in the month on ESPN. 

In 2021, the men’s baseball finals went the full three games and 
averaged 1.15 million — partially because a rain delay sapped most of 
Game 1’s audience on ESPN2. Only one finals game that year aired on 
ESPN, which commands a larger audience than ESPN2. 

This year’s men’s baseball tournament averaged 1.03 million on ESPN 
channels heading into the World Series finals, per Sports Media Watch, 
and that was a 17-percent hike over 2021. 

AUTO RACING: Formula One and ESPN have extended their media 
rights deal for an additional three years and a big pay increase. The 
network, which reportedly was paying $5 million annually for F1’s U.S. 
broadcast rights under a deal signed in 2019, has upped that to $75 
million to $90 million a year for 2023-25, per Sports Business Journal. 
Some future races could air exclusively on the ESPN+ paid streaming 
platform, with the bulk airing on ESPN or ABC. F1 open-wheel races 
have seen nice U.S. viewership increases, topping 1 million in several 
cases, with more domestic races planned. Amazon, Comcast and Netflix 
also were reportedly interested in the U.S. media rights. 

CYCLING: NBC Sports said its three weeks of Tour de France coverage 
begins at 9:30 a.m. Friday on USA Network and Peacock with a pre-race 
show. Stage 1 coverage starts at 10 a.m. The final stage coverage 
begins at 10 a.m. July 24 on those same platforms. NBC will pick up end-
stage coverage at 2 p.m. that day from the Paris La Defense Arena and 
Champs-Elysees. 

All viewership data is from Nielsen and Adobe Analytics, and other 
metrics via the TV networks, Nielsen, Sports Media Watch, ShowBuzz 
Daily and the leagues. All times Eastern unless otherwise noted. 
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ESPN’s Sean McDonough on the Stanley Cup and his return to NHL 
broadcasting 

 

Richard Deitsch 

 

As he reflected Monday afternoon following his first season as the lead 
play-by-play voice for ESPN/ABC’s NHL coverage, a nearly nine-month 
journey that started in the same city (Tampa) that it finished, Sean 
McDonough thought about speed. What he learned very quickly calling 
the NHL in 2022 versus broadcasting the NHL in the 1990s and early 
2000s was how fast the league had become. McDonough told himself all 
season: Pick up the pace of your calls. 

“The season for us began Oct. 12 in Tampa, and one of the things that 
stood out to me immediately is the game is a lot faster than it was 17 or 
18 years ago, which was the last time I was doing the NHL,” McDonough 
said. “Some of that are the rules changes that have opened the game up, 
but a lot of it, just like in other sports, are the players are bigger, faster, 
stronger. That took a little getting used to. You used to be able to put 
your head down and look for a note or if you weren’t quite sure of what 
number a player was, you could look down and the guy was probably still 
lugging the puck through the neutral zone. You don’t have time to do any 

of that now. If you don’t show up to the game having all the names and 
numbers completely memorized and you have to look down, you’re in 
trouble because the puck is going to go somewhere else very quickly, 
and it may wind up in the net while you’re looking down. I have an 
appreciation for how good hockey broadcasters are because it’s not 
easy.” 

Speaking to McDonough 12 hours after the victorious Colorado 
Avalanche were skating around Amalie Arena, I asked him how he would 
evaluate his season in the booth. 

“I thought I got better as the season went along,” he said. “I felt good 
about it. The game has changed a lot. As much as I followed as a fan in 
the interim, it’s different between following the sport as a fan and 
following it as somebody doing a regular national broadcast. So, a lot of it 
was getting up to speed, familiarizing myself with the players, the 
coaches, just learning your way around. For many of these arenas, I had 
never been in the broadcast booth. I was frustrated at the beginning of 
the season because our schedule was very sporadic. I was doing a game 
every three weeks or so. And you’re working with new people. I had 
never worked with (analyst) Ray Ferraro or (reporter) Emily Kaplan. I had 
worked with our producer and director before but never on hockey. So 
you’re trying to adjust to the speed of the sport, having not done it in a 
long time, to re-familiarizing yourself with the league to working with 
people you have not worked with before to doing a game every three 
weeks or so. I thought we all got better as a group as the season went 
along and by the time the playoffs rolled around, I was really 
comfortable.” 

McDonough said he typically does not self-analyze his broadcast work, 
but he did during the NHL playoffs. He watched a lot of tape of his 
broadcasts. He said one of the adjustments he had to make this season 
was interacting with Ferraro from a different position as Ferraro began 
calling games from ice level. Also, most of McDonough’s broadcast booth 
positions were very high — often higher than the highest patron seats in 
an arena — than he dealt with in other sports. 

“When you watch it back there are things you realize that are good and 
there are things where you say, why did I say that or I should do more of 
this or less of that. I don’t really like re-watching myself because I think 
I’m hard on myself,” McDonough said. “I think most men and women who 
do this for a living are hard on themselves. Sometimes I’m watching the 
tape and I think, oh, god, here comes the part where I told a story that 
was not well-timed or said an opinion I wished I hadn’t expressed. But no 
one’s ever pitched a perfect game in this racket. Maybe Vin Scully, but I 
even doubt that he’s done it.” 

The Cup-clinching game highlighted that McDonough, Ferraro and 
Kaplan have found nice chemistry. (McDonough repeatedly praised both 
when I spoke to him.) I used to write that nobody does frantic like former 
NBC play-by-play voice Mike Emrick — the greatest of U.S. NHL game-
callers — and McDonough does not do frantic close to the way Emrick 
can. I would expect McDonough to call games next season with even 
more pace and for ESPN writ large to improve because all smart 
networks use findings from their debut season to improve the product. 

“I grew up loving hockey and I really enjoy doing it,” McDonough said. “It 
was really the first thing I did when I got out of Syracuse University and 
started at NESN (New England Sports Network). My first assignment was 
college hockey, and I did a lot of NHL back in the day. I was hoping that 
we’d get it back. I’ve told this story before, but I was in the stands at the 
TD Garden in 2019 watching the Bruins play the Blues in Game 7. I 
looked over where Mike Emrick was and said to my buddies, ‘Boy, it 
would be great to do this someday. The atmosphere is just incredible.’ 
That certainly was still the case three years later. Every building we were 
in throughout the playoffs was electric and that’s a big part of what 
makes the Stanley Cup playoffs special. The reality lived up to the 
anticipation.” 

McDonough said he expects to be back in the same lead position next 
year, and I’d be surprised if that was not the case as well. 

“I assume I’ll be doing it again — no one has said otherwise,” 
McDonough said. “All the feedback that I’ve gotten from my bosses has 
been extremely positive, so I don’t have any reason to believe that I 
won’t, and I haven’t heard any speculation that other members of the 
crew won’t be back too.” 
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Colorado Avalanche 

Additional Stanley Cup notes: 

• ABC’s Kevin Weekes conducted an excellent postgame interview with 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper. It’s usually a fool’s errand to predict any 
current player or coach as a can’t-miss broadcasting prospect, but having 
watched Cooper for years, having interviewed him a couple of times 
myself, I would rate Cooper as a can’t-miss studio analyst if he ever 
decided to go that route. He’s a thoughtful, compelling, media-savvy, 
championship-winning coach, and it would translate big-time for a 
network. 

• If you are an NHL fan, you have to appreciate how long ESPN 
dedicated to Stanley Cup postgame coverage on ABC. The game ended 
at 10:49 p.m. ET and coverage on ABC continued until 11:43 p.m. That’s 
a 53-minute clip with one commercial. The shallow-depth-of-field 
cameras that have become a staple of big event sports productions really 
provided viewers with incredible close-up looks at players carrying the 
Stanley Cup. 

• McDonough said since mid-May he had slept in his own bed for just two 
nights. He also tested positive for COVID during the postseason. “It’s an 
all-encompassing job, but adrenaline is real and so is the reality of how 
blessed you are to be doing (it), so you find another gear,” he said. “It’s 
an endurance test as much as anything else.” 

• Kudos to producer Jeff Dufine and director Doug Holmes. The 
production of Game 6 was very good. 

• I thought studio host Steve Levy did a great job navigating the Game 6 
postgame. He gave analysts Mark Messier and Chris Chelios seamless 
entry points to offer commentary and controlled the pace of the 
postgame. A thought: Barry Trotz would be an interesting name for 
ESPN/ABC to add to next year’s studio rotation. 

• ESPN said Tuesday that Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final averaged 
5.82 million viewers on ABC. The series averaged 4.6 million viewers 
through five games, up 83 percent over the five-game 2021 series 
between the Lightning and Canadiens, per SBJ’s Austin Karp. Keep in 
mind: Two of last year’s games aired on NBCSN and there was a 
Canadian market (Montreal) as part of the viewership equation. Per Karp, 
this year’s series was down about 16 percent from the pre-pandemic 
2019 final, a seven-gamer between the Bruins and Blues. 

The Ink Report 

1. I thought these were interesting comments from ESPN tennis analysts 
Chris Evert and John McEnroe on the All England Club’s decision not to 
allow Russians and Belarusians to play as a result of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. (Here is ESPN’s Wimbledon coverage schedule.) 

McEnroe: I know it’s a horrific situation. It seemed like a lose-lose 
decision when they made it. There’s not a lot of good decisions. But if 
you notice, in other sports and in other tournaments, they’re allowing the 
Russians to play. I don’t get why at Wimbledon it was decided that 
they’re not allowed to play. That’s where we’re going to make a stand. 
You’re asking them to denounce something where they’re afraid if they 
do so that their family, friends or relatives could get arrested or thrown in 
prison for 15 years. So that seemed like something you can’t possibly 
ask the players to do. 

Then you take away the points. Let’s say if Djokovic wins the tournament 
again, he’s going to drop even further in the rankings, which makes no 
sense. The other part of your question is will it affect the players at the 
tournament. I don’t believe it’s going to affect too many players at the 
tournament. It is Wimbledon, after all. It’s one of, if not the biggest 
tournament we have. To me it’s always been the U.S. Open and 
Wimbledon are the biggest events. It’s just a damn shame that it’s come 
to this, especially when you notice that (Daniil) Medvedev is ranked No. 1 
right now, of all things. You have another player, Andrey Rublev, who is 7 
or 8 in the world. You have a third guy who reached the quarters last 
year, (Karen) Khachanov. You have two Belarusians in the top 15, I 
think. It’s very unfortunate it’s come to this. I was hoping something 
would change before, but it hasn’t. 

Evert: I’m conflicted with the Russians being able to play Wimbledon 
because I understand why the British government feels the way they do. 
I’m also of a mind now with all the carnage going on over there that at 

some point all the countries have to stick together, get together, and take 
away any resource that we are giving to Russia because, I don’t know, 
lives are being lost. To me that’s more important than sport. We’ve got to 
really join together and try to stop this because this is bigger than 
anything. This is bigger than sports. It’s death. That’s the ultimate. I wish 
we could join together more and try to take away everything we can from 
Russia until they stop doing this horrific act. That’s how I feel, strongly 
about it. I feel strongly about any country, by the way, the human rights 
issue is a big thing now, any country, whether it’s China, Saudi Arabia, 
whether it’s Russia, to support them so they can pull the wool over 
everybody’s eyes by having some great sports events. It’s really not right, 
it’s not ethical. 

2. Nick Faldo, CBS Sports’ lead golf analyst since 2007, announced his 
decision to retire from broadcasting following the last event of CBS’ 2022 
golf season. CBS said his last broadcast on CBS will be August 7 with 
the Wyndham Championship. Trevor Immelman, who joined CBS Sports’ 
golf team in 2019 and just received a new contract, was named the 
network’s lead golf analyst. 

2a. Fox Sports CEO and executive producer Eric Shanks told Sports 
Business Journal reporter John Ourand that the USFL will return for a 
second season and expand into more markets. The league is majority-
owned by Fox Sports, and that company has pushed very hard when it 
comes to marketing the product, including the always-exciting executives 
trash-talking positive viewership on Twitter. 

I remain skeptical of long-term success, but they have a decent 
viewership story to tell from Year One. Karp said the USFL averaged 
about 715,000 viewers in its 36 regular-season TV broadcasts on Fox, 
NBC, FS1 and USA Network through June 23. Karp said seven games 
averaged over 1 million viewers including the league debut (simulcast on 
Fox and NBC) drawing 3.1 million. The USFL regular-season finale last 
week averaged a season-low 181,000 viewers on FS1. I thought this 
data point was interesting: “On broadcast, USFL averaged just over 1 
million (927,000 if you take out the outlier debut simulcast — about what 
ESPN averaged for the most recent men’s college basketball season,” 
said Karp. Something to pay attention to via Robert Seidman of Sports 
TV Ratings heading into next season — some late-season viewership 
declines this year. 

NBC’s broadcast of the USFL semifinals between New Orleans and 
Birmingham averaged 998,000 viewers. 

2b. Viewership for last Thursday’s NBA Draft averaged 3.05 million 
viewers for both rounds (the second round aired on ESPN only), per 
ESPN. That was up 33 percent from last year (2.26 million viewers in late 
July) and basically flat with 2019 (3.09 million). It’s a better number than I 
expected, even with the network and out-of-home viewership boost. Per 
Sports Media WATCH: The Draft averaged 3.0 or 3.1 million viewers in 
five of eight years from 2012 to 2019. 

3. In case you missed it, I had a long interview with ESPN chairman 
Jimmy Pitaro on the NBA, F1, Big Ten, sports betting. Pitaro says ESPN 
will go after the World Cup again if the rights become available. 

You can subscribe to this podcast on Apple Podcasts, Google Play, 
Stitcher, and more. 

4. Non sports pieces of note: 

• Amy’s story: After escaping domestic violence, sportswriter’s ex-wife 
speaks out to help others. By Bill Shaikin of the Los Angeles Times. 

• The Ruling Overturning Roe Is an Insult to Women and the Judicial 
System. By The New York Times Editorial Board. 

• Abortion Goes Back to the People. By The Wall Street Journal Editorial 
Board. 

• How three sisters (and their mom) tried to swindle the CRA out of 
millions. By Sarah Treleaven of Macleans. 

• The world’s most liveable cities. By The Economist. 

• Susquehanna founder and TikTok investor Jeff Yass has avoided $1 
billion in taxes while largely escaping public scrutiny. He’s now pouring 
his money into campaigns to cut taxes and support election deniers. By 
Justin Elliott, Jesse Eisinger, Paul Kiel, Jeff Ernsthausen and Doris Burke 
of ProPublica. 
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• After high court ruling, is it tremors or earthquakes for public education? 
Chelsea Sheasley of the Christian Science Monitor. 

• Sailing the high seas with John Davidson, the superstar time forgot. By 
Geoff Edgers of The Washington Post. 

• Russia will soon exhaust its combat capabilities, Western assessments 
predict. By Liz Sly of The Washington Post. 

• Sports host Megan Reyes, who was a great social media manager for 
The Athletic a couple of years ago, shares her personal story. 

• The end of Roe v. Wade will shake up America for years. Here’s how to 
tell those stories. By Shefali Luthra of USC’s Center for Health 
Journalism. 

• How many lives have been saved by COVID-19 vaccines? By The 
Economist. 

• A Texas Teen-Ager’s Abortion Odyssey. By Stephania Taladrid of The 
New Yorker. 

• How ‘All the President’s Men’ went from buddy flick to masterpiece. By 
Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post Magazine. 

• A Lost Trove of Civil War Gold, an FBI Excavation, and Some Very 
Angry Treasure Hunters. By Chris Heath of The Atlantic. 

• The fight to keep the Ipswich clam going — along with a way of life that 
has grown up around it — amid the existential threat of the green crab. 
By Anna Gibbs of The Boston Globe. 

• This Texas teen wanted an abortion. She now has twins. By Caroline 
Kitchener of The Washington Post. 

• Supreme Court backs praying coach Joseph Kennedy who knelt on the 
50-yard line after games. By John Fritze of USA Today. 

• Period-Tracker Apps Aim for Anonymity Following Roe v. Wade 
Decision. By Cordilia James and Shara Tibken of The Wall Street 
Journal. 

• I left my husband for the most hated man in America. By Laura Pullman 
of the Sunday Times (UK). 

Sports pieces of note: 

• The Best Player in Women’s Tennis Isn’t at Wimbledon. She’s Playing 
Golf Instead. By Joshua Robinson of the Wall Street Journal. 

• Danny Almonte’s ex-manager Rolando Paulino still coaching in the 
Bronx, but Little League scandal tough to shake. By Stefan Bondy of the 
New York Daily News. 

• 2023 NBA Draft’s No. 1 pick: Why many think Victor Wembanyama is 
already locked in. By Mike Vorkunov and Sam Vecenie of The Athletic. 

• Former NFL exec testifies Commanders engaged in 2-year battle over 
his firing. By Daniel Kaplan of The Athletic. 

• To avoid being sidelined, an LGBTQ dad reconciles himself to the 
importance of football in his son’s life. By Bradley Jacobs Sigesmund of 
Oprah Daily. 

• Mark Appel’s long journey takes him to Phillies’ major-league roster, at 
last. By Matt Gelb of The Athletic. 

• Jonquel Jones and the untold story of the WNBA’s reigning MVP. By 
Katie Barnes of ESPN.com. 

• Document reveals details of 2009 sexual assault allegation against 
Daniel Snyder. By Will Hobson of The Washington Post. 

• When Nature Calls, Phillies Relievers Have a Place to Go. By Tyler 
Kepner of The New York Times. 

• A Muslim man won the Stanley Cup. I wrote about it because it matters 
to my community. By Shireen Ahmed of CBC Sports. 

• A side of Omaha you won’t see during the College World Series. By 
Clinton Yates of Andscape. 

• How Jesse Winker’s ejection led to autographs, pizza and the tip of a 
lifetime. By Stephen J. Nesbitt of The Athletic. 
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The Hockey Girls of Kabul: Their harrowing escape and dreams of an 
ice-filled future 

 

Dan Robson 

 

The coach left everything behind when she fled. She abandoned her 
home and all her family’s possessions — all the garments in the closet, 
all the food in the cupboard. Shazia took only the clothes she wore and 
the burka that kept her face hidden. With no vehicles available, she left 
town on foot in the crush of others fleeing. Her identity papers were 
hidden amongst the children running with her. 

Shazia, the coach, left behind the playground at the school where she’d 
slowly built the ice surface between the white boards, packing down the 
snow that filled the hillside of the mountains that rose beyond Kabul. 
Each morning she added more snow, carefully covering the rising 
surface, smoothing it with her shovel, making sure that it was level. At 
night, she flooded it with water, so the evening freeze would harden the 
soft patches and keep the ice from falling apart. 

She followed the instructions for building the rink meticulously, just as 
she did with the videos she watched online of an odd game from a 
faraway place. Shazia learned alongside the girls she taught — first 
finding their balance on shoes affixed with blades and practicing 
movements in the bulky equipment strapped to their shins and shoulders. 
Together, they learned how to chase the ball that they struck with curved 
sticks — and how to hit it into the nets at each end of the snowy surface. 

The coach, whose name has been changed for this story for her 
protection, left behind the laughter of each tumble and the joy of each 
completed stride, the cheers when a student scored a goal or the goalie 
knocked aside a shot. She remembered the curious looks of the other 
students on the sidelines through those early weeks of hockey, when 
they played for an hour each day. She thought of how intrigued they were 
to join the club — how so many players signed up that she had to add an 
extra hour-long practice to meet demand. More than 40 girls learned to 
skate and shoot on the rink she tended on a hillside in Kabul. Enough to 
make four teams that played each other after their practices. Each day 
brought progress — more balance, stronger strides, quicker shots. The 
girls consumed videos to learn new skills and learn about the heroes of 
their game. 

They’d been taught to dream big dreams — and work to achieve them. 
The ice held future doctors, teachers, scientists and writers. There were 
lawyers who’d one day dedicate their careers to ensuring that women in 
their country never faced the pain their mothers had. Some dreamed of, 
one day, playing hockey for their country — proudly competing on the 
kind of rink they saw in the videos they watched, against the nations of 
those faraway heroes. 

As they fled, they left behind each other — each scattering to new 
villages and towns, hidden and unknown — to escape retribution for 
learning and for playing. 

But the Hockey Girls of Kabul refused to abandon the goals they shared. 
They’d speak of them each day, through secret messages online, staying 
connected despite the risk. They’d pursue them in hiding, defying the 
forbidden with each online lesson taken, every hockey highlight shared. 

As Shazia left that day — Aug. 15, 2021 — the coach held on to hope 
that her players might one day find some way back to the snow-packed 
rink beneath the mountains and the dreams they found there. 

The girls unsteadily make their way to the rink. (Courtesy Zarmina 
Nekzai) 
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Zarmina Nekzai looked at the field beside the girls’ school in the northern 
region of Kabul where she grew up and imagined a hockey rink. The 
space was flat and wide — the perfect spot to lay concrete and build a 
wall to surround the surface. A nearby well could provide water for the 
ice. 

That day in late 2017, Nekzai imagined hockey being played across 
Afghanistan — by girls and boys, women and men — a game that she’d 
witnessed bring so much joy to people in Canada, the country she now 
called home. 

A neighbor in the community in north Toronto where she and her young 
family settled told her about the sport and helped her register her son, 
Baktage, who’d been born just a few days after the family first arrived in 
Canada. Her daughter, Hooria, took up the game too. Nekzai took them 
to practices several times a week and proudly thumped the drum she 
brought to the stands during each of their games. 

As a young girl in Afghanistan, Nekzai wasn’t allowed to go to school, to 
shop, or to visit family and friends without a man’s permission. But her 
father was supportive and encouraged her to study. She finished 
elementary school and then high school, after several stops and starts 
through regime changes. As a teenager, she decided to dedicate her life 
to fighting for women’s rights and pursued a path to becoming a teacher. 

When she was 20 years old, Nezkai was on a bus with 18 others to teach 
in remote regions of Afghanistan when it was hijacked by Hezb-e Islami 
terrorists as the teachers left Kabul. The hostages were taken into the 
mountains. Nekzai was struck by the butt of a gun, cutting open her leg 
as she fell into rocks. The open wound bled throughout the day into the 
evening, as each hostage was questioned about their teaching practices. 
Some were tortured. 

Three women — including one mother of three kids — were separated 
from the others. They were never found and are believed to have been 
killed. Nekzai lived and taught next to one of the victims in a remote 
village where they’d been posted together. 

The army swept in later that evening, freeing the hostages that remained. 
Nezkai had nearly bled to death by the time she was given medical 
attention. A wide scar across her leg reminds her of that day. 

Nekzai left Afghanistan three years later, in 1984 — along with her 
husband and three-month-old daughter — after a rocket struck her 
family’s home, killing her father and severely injuring her mother and 
three of her siblings. They fled to Pakistan, where they lived until the 
family was sponsored by an aunt living in Canada, allowing her, her 
husband and daughter to immigrate in 1988. 

In 2010, Nekzai returned to her homeland to help develop a program for 
women to learn how to create handmade items that could be sold to 
provide an income and build a better life for themselves and their 
families. Though she’d built a new life in Canada and a career as a 
teacher, she’d vowed to never forget about Afghanistan and the women 
who lived there. In the years that followed, Nekzai made several trips 
back to Kabul and other regions. 

In December 2016, Nekzai returned to work with a group of volunteers at 
a school that helped prepare clothes for newborns at the hospital in the 
region where she’d grown up. 

During recess one day at Mir Bacha Kot Girls High School, Nekzai gave 
a few students some balls that she had brought from Canada for them to 
play with. She watched as the girls kicked the balls around the yard, 
delighted in the chaos of a makeshift game.  The scene reminded Nekzai 
of hockey. She wondered what it would be like for the Afghan girls to 
learn that sport, too. The seasons in the region mirrored those of 
Canada, with the winter bringing temperatures cold enough for an 
outdoor rink. 

The field beside the school marked the perfect spot. 

Back in Canada, Nekzai researched how to build an outdoor rink and 
consulted with experts in the art of ice-making. She secured funding 
through the local Rotary Club in North York, Ontario, where she and her 
husband, Khalil, now lived. Along with the work of their now adult 
children, Hooria and Baktage, the Nekzai family raised enough money to 
pay for the materials and labor. They secured enough skates, helmets, 
sticks and pads for dozens of girls to play. 

In October 2017, Khalil went to Kabul to oversee the construction of the 
rink. He worked from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day alongside a hired crew — 
leveling the ground, laying concrete, building a wall, installing drainage 
and piping from a nearby well to flood the ice. The rink was about 30 
meters long and 20 meters wide.  Nekzai organized the shipment of 50 
boxes of hockey gear from Canada on a cargo plane. 

As winter fell in early 2018, they started to build the ice. They worked 
slowly, as they’d learned how to do from the many backyard rink experts 
back in Canada, flooding it so a thin layer of ice would freeze each night. 
The ice would melt to mush each day, but they added more water, slowly 
building the substance and strength of the surface until it sat a full foot 
deep. 

Nekzai asked one of the local teachers to oversee the ice and the new 
hockey program. The new coach learned the intricacies of caring for the 
ice and the peculiarities of a frozen game through the videos Nekzai 
downloaded for her. 

Shazia smoothed the slush with her shovel and continued flooding the 
surface each night. 

Fatima had never seen equipment like this before. The odd shoes with 
blades affixed to the bottom, the bulky plastic knee pads, the rigid gloves, 
the round helmet with a clear shield — and a long stick with a hook at the 
end. 

It was a funny game, she thought. But it was exciting. And on top of all 
that, they were expected to glide on ice? 

She couldn’t wait to learn how. 

The girls first practiced skating on rollerblades, just as the instructional 
videos Shazia showed them suggested. They learned the rules in 
classrooms, studying like they did math and science. They practiced 
holding the sticks and passing the balls back and forth. They watched 
videos of how faraway experts played the sport, mimicking their moves 
and taking small strides toward the same. 

Fatima found the new sport exhilarating. As a student, she loved English 
and mathematics — but the hour of school dedicated to sports each day 
was always her favorite. They played soccer, volleyball and basketball. 
But nothing captured her imagination like the game that would let her 
glide on ice. 

“When we started playing hockey, I couldn’t fall asleep at night because I 
was so excited to go to school and play,” Fatima says in Dari, through a 
translator. 

She’d grown up in the community, about 40 kilometers from the heart of 
Kabul. At 15 years old, Fatima had always been able to attend school. 
She’d been encouraged to dream of becoming whatever she hoped to 
be. 

She dreams of being a lawyer, she says: “A defender of women’s rights.” 

“And a great hockey player,” Fatima adds. (Her name has also been 
changed for this story.) 

A goalie, to be specific. That was the position she loved most. Fatima 
loved to prevent her friends from scoring. 

For three years, she worked toward that dream. Step by step, they 
learned the skills they need to play the game. Then slowly learned the 
flow and rhythm needed to take the game to the ice. They moved past 
the practices to playing matches against each other — to feel the rush of 
a goal, and the thrill of stopping one. 

But even as the game became less foreign, as it became part of who 
they were and what they did, to Fatima the best feeling came in the early 
days. The progression from wheels to blades — from wobbling on the 
“hockey shoes,” as she calls them, to those first brief glides, like floating. 

It was hard. Frustrating, at times. But that’s the part she loved the most. 
Not the glide itself, but all the tumbles that came before. It was seeing the 
younger girls peeking over the boards, watching the older ones learn to 
move on ice. 

“When others were watching us playing hockey, they were kind of 
simultaneously learning something from that sport. We were falling down 
and were standing up, to get to where we planned to,” Fatima says. “So 
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many people give up when they fall down. But you shouldn’t give up on 
something that you want to achieve.” 

The girls learned the game on shoes before graduating to skates and ice. 
(Courtesy Zarmina Nakzai) 

When Fatima is able to sleep at night, she dreams about hockey. She 
dreams about being able to tie up her skates again and step back onto 
the ice on the small rink next to the school by the mountains in the region 
she once called home. 

But she is somewhere else now. She can’t say where. Her family fled 
that day in August as the Taliban neared. They didn’t expect the 
government to fall so fast, or for the Taliban to move in so quickly. 

“But that was our reality. That happened,” says Fatima, now 19.  “At that 
time, we left our community, our home — we tried to cover ourselves with 
a scarf or a burka, to not be identified by anyone in our community 
because the Taliban was on the verge of entering our community.” 

They fled because they knew that was all they could do to survive. They 
knew the Western sport was forbidden, especially for girls, and the 
families of anyone who played it could be in danger for letting them. The 
men in her family would be punished first, she says. But her life was at 
risk, too. 

“That was a difficult and saddening day for me and my family members,” 
she says of the day they left. “That was all because of me. And I feel very 
sad about that.” 

All of the students left. The coach and all the other teachers. Some tried 
to make it to the airport as the last Western planes departed. Others fled 
for the borders. Some made it to Pakistan. Others to India. But most 
remained, hidden and afraid of the rules and retribution to come. 

The public executions were well known and documented — with videos 
circulating through social media and messaging apps, ensuring that 
those who failed to fall in line knew what would follow. But it was the 
disappearing that haunted most. It was the movement at night. 
Retribution in the dark, where people vanished and were never seen 
again. 

That threat was constant. Had someone identified them when they went 
out to buy food? Had they been noticed as a stranger in a new city? The 
fear was as unyielding as the hope that an outside government might 
offer a way for them to leave that place. 

Shazia, the coach, remains in hiding too. She feels responsible for the 
girls she taught and learned the game with — but knows there is little she 
can do for them now. Everyone back in the community they came from 
knows that she was the teacher who cared for the ice and taught the girls 
to play. She’d become known as the hockey coach — and for that alone, 
she could be killed. 

But she speaks to the players still, connecting with each as they hide and 
hope. 

The Hockey Girls of Kabul — as they became known, as Nekzai told their 
stories — remained together, despite the unknown distance between 
them. They spoke through messaging apps, even though the Taliban had 
found ways to infiltrate and expose dissenting groups. They shared 
memories of the game they learned to play together. They shared 
updates of their lives in hiding and hopes for where they might end up. 

And as they remained connected through the messages they shared in 
secret, they continued to learn together too. 

Fatima still plans to be a lawyer. Others plan to be journalists, scientists, 
politicians and doctors. Shazia will continue to teach and will always be 
their coach. They learn in secret, hidden but unwilling to let the threats 
keep them from that pursuit. 

They study through the online school Nekzai has built in Canada – the 
Parry Sound International School — named for the Ontario lakeside 
community where she now lives. She continues to lobby the Canadian 
government to find a place for the players in Canada, while paying for 
rent and food for those whose families made it to Islamabad. 

The rink they built sits empty now, a pad of grey concrete surrounded by 
a brick half-wall painted white. A sign marking its official opening back in 

2018 was ripped down after the Taliban returned. The skates, helmets, 
sticks, pads and jerseys that the players wore are now hidden away, 
locked and quietly protected. 

A dream preserved — if not for this generation, maybe for future 
daughters — a hope that however distant, one cold morning near the 
mountains the Hockey Girls of Kabul will glide again. 

The faces in this image were blurred to protect the identities of the girls 
pictured. (Courtesy Zarmina Nekzai) 
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2012 NHL redraft: Who would get picked No. 1 if the 2012 draft 
happened today? 

 

Corey Pronman 

 

The NHL Draft can be very unpredictable. People like myself may make 
projections of these young players, but often, be it myself or the teams 
selecting, turn out to be dead wrong in large part just due to the 
uncertainty of the draft. No draft class of the modern era is a better 
example of that than the 2012 draft class. 

This exercise will attempt to list players by balancing both what they’ve 
accomplished to date in their careers and what I think they will do going 
forward. 

In making the picks, we’ll look at what the scouting world thought of the 
NHL players as prospects 10 years ago, in part to learn more about 
player projection. I’ll add a section at the end discussing the high picks 
who missed in this draft, of which there were several. 

We are only considering players who were actually selected in the 2012 
draft even if they were eligible and picked in a future draft. 

1. Edmonton: Andrei Vasilevskiy, G (2012 pick: 19th) 

Then: Vasilevskiy was one of the better junior goaltenders of his era. He 
showed a high-end quick-twitch lower half to go with excellent hockey 
sense. He put up big numbers with his junior club. He excelled at the U18 
international level, including leading the U18 worlds in save percentage 
as a 16-year-old and starting for Russia’s U18 team as a 15-year-old. He 
was a leading player on Russia’s world junior team as a 17-year-old, 
leading the tournament in save percentage. 

Now: Vasilevskiy has emerged as the top goalie in the NHL in recent 
years. He’s been a leading player as part of Tampa Bay’s two Stanley 
Cups and looks well on his way to the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

2. Columbus: Jaccob Slavin, LHD (2012 pick: 120th) 

Then: Slavin was intriguing in the USHL as a tall defenseman who could 
move the puck quite well and defended well in junior. The big knock on 
him was his skating ability and while he had offensive abilities, it wasn’t 
the reason why he stood out. 

Now: Slavin has developed into one of the best all-around defensemen in 
the NHL. His skating took significant strides from his amateur days into 
an NHL asset to go with his frame and great hockey sense. 

3. Montreal: Morgan Rielly, LHD (2012 pick: 5th) 

Then: Rielly’s draft season started off well, being a top player for Canada 
the Hlinka and helping lead them to a gold medal. He looked great early 
in the WHL due to his very good skating, puck skills and playmaking 
ability. He scored a point per game but got injured after tearing his ACL 
and missed most of his draft season. 

Now: Rielly developed into a legit top-of-the-lineup defenseman who 
scores at a significant rate and can impact a game in transition due to his 
skating and skill. 

4. New York Islanders: Tomas Hertl, C (2012 pick: 17th) 
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Then: Hertl was highly productive versus men in Czechia as a draft-
eligible forward. As a center with good size, great hands and offensive IQ 
who worked hard, there was a lot to like. Hertl also had an excellent 
world juniors. The big knock on his game was his skating and concerns 
about how he’d handle the NHL pace which is why he went 17th. 

Now: Hertl’s footspeed still isn’t amazing, but he’s developed into an 
excellent top-of-the-lineup center who plays on both special teams due to 
how good the rest of his game is. 

5. Toronto: Filip Forsberg, LW (2012 pick: 11th) 

Then: Forsberg entered his draft season highly touted as a big winger 
with fantastic power skills and hardness in his game. He had a strong 
season versus men in Allsvenskan, but underproduced somewhat due to 
expectations, albeit on a strong Allsvenskan team. He was very good 
versus his age group at the U18 level internationally but had a 
disappointing world juniors. His skating was also a concern among 
scouts (and was used as a reason Washington cited as to why they dealt 
him). 

Now: Forsberg is one of the better wingers in the NHL, now coming off 
his first 40-goal season. He’s extremely skilled and has shown he can 
score in various ways. His skating still isn’t great, but the rest of his game 
is impactful. 

6. Anaheim: Connor Hellebuyck, G (2012 pick: 130th) 

Then: Hellebuyck played very well in his draft season posting big 
numbers in junior. The tools popped out as a big, athletic, intelligent 
goalie. However, he was a second-year eligible prospect playing in the 
NAHL, not the USHL, on a team based in Texas. Some scouts say they 
only learned about him because they were going to watch Anthony 
Stolarz (who went in the second round) in the same league. 

Now: Hellebuyck developed into a legit top-tier starting goaltender. The 
exciting tools you saw as an amateur translated to higher levels, as he 
dominated college before becoming an excellent NHL player. 

7. Minnesota: Frederik Andersen, G (2012 pick: 87th) 

Then: Andersen had been drafted once already as a seventh-round pick 
by Carolina in 2010, but re-entered the draft. He led the SHL in save 
percentage, being a dominant goalie versus men at a young age. He 
looked like a goalie with all the tools but there were some minor concerns 
about his fitness level. 

Now: Andersen developed into an excellent NHL goaltender, one of the 
few players to ever re-enter the draft and become a star in the modern 
era. 

8. Pittsburgh: Jacob Trouba, RHD (2012 pick: 9th) 

Then: Trouba was an important player for the U.S. NTDP. As a big right-
shot defenseman who could skate well and played hard he looked like a 
future pro. Trouba showed puck-moving ability and a hard shot but 
exactly how much offense was in his skill set was a minor question. He 
was excellent for a 17-year-old at his world juniors, showing how his 
game would translate to higher levels. 

Now: Trouba developed into a legit top-of-the-lineup defenseman. There 
have been ebbs and flows in his performance over the years but 
generally he’s been an important player for good NHL clubs who can play 
on both special teams. 

9. Winnipeg: Matt Dumba, RHD (2012 pick: 7th) 

Then: Dumba was an exciting junior prospect who put up big numbers for 
a defenseman in the WHL. His skating and skill jumped out at you, and 
he had a big point shot too. Dumba also put up huge numbers at his U18 
world championship, leading the tournament in scoring. He was invited to 
Canada’s world junior camp but was a late cut. His size was a minor 
deterrent, but he played quite hard so not that much. 

Now: Dumba evolved into a legit top-pairing NHL defenseman who plays 
on both special teams. The offense didn’t come to the extent I thought it 
would, but due to his excellent skating and compete and good, not great, 
offense Dumba is an excellent all-around defender. 

10. Tampa Bay: Chandler Stephenson, C (2012 pick: 77th) 

Then: Stephenson was an intriguing junior due to possessing strong 
skating ability, a good skill level and overall hockey sense. He was well 
under a point per game, though, in the WHL and without great size 
seemed like an unlikely candidate to become a top NHL scoring option. 

Now: Stephenson did exactly that. He’s become an important forward for 
an NHL team, displaying he can play on both special teams and provide 
significant amounts of offense. 

11. Washington: Teuvo Tervainen, LW (2012 pick: 18th) 

Then: Teravainen produced quite well versus men, especially 
considering he was only days away from being only draft-eligible in 2013. 
He was also productive versus his peers including leading the Hlinka in 
scoring. His skill and vision jumped out to you, but he wasn’t the biggest 
forward and was a good, not great skater. 

Now: Teravainen has developed into a legit top-line forward for a good 
NHL team and someone capable of running a PP1 for almost any club. 
Teravainen also became a better two-way player than most scouts 
probably thought he would be. 

12. Buffalo: Colton Parayko, RHD (2012 pick: 86th) 

Then: Parayko was a big part of a very good AJHL club in Fort 
McMurray. He posted good numbers, but not great ones for the AJHL. 
He played at the World Jr. A Challenge but wasn’t considered a 
consensus top name in his age group. He was highly appealing due to 
his massive frame, high compete level and good skating ability to go with 
some offense. 

Now: Parayko hit in a big way, becoming an excellent NHL defenseman. 
His athleticism is elite and allows him to make a lot of stops due to his 
reach and skating. Offense isn’t his calling card but he can still move the 
puck quite well. 

13. Dallas: Tom Wilson, RW (2012 pick: 16th) 

Then: Wilson was as much a physical menace in junior as he has been in 
the NHL. He was this big, powerful winger who ran over checks. He 
played a lower role on Canada’s Hlinka team. He didn’t put up a ton of 
points in his draft season, and his ultimate offensive upside was the big 
question on his game, but he got better as the season went along 
culminating with a very strong OHL playoffs. 

Now: Every non-Capitals fan base hates Wilson but they always ask me 
in mailbag questions where the next one their favorite team can draft is. 
Wilson is a big man but skates quite well which led to a successful 
transition to the NHL. He ended up showing more skill and scoring ability 
than even his biggest advocates in his draft year saw coming. 

14. Buffalo: Hampus Lindholm, LHD (2012 pick: 6th) 

Then: Lindholm didn’t put up huge point totals in his draft season, but he 
was highly appealing as a big defenseman with great mobility who could 
move the puck well enough even if the skill didn’t jump out at you. He 
played a significant role on Rogle in the Allsvenskan and getting them 
promoted to the SHL with his ice time versus men going up as the 
season went along. He was also quite good on Sweden’s U18 team. 

Now: Lindholm became a very good top defenseman in the NHL. His 
recent years haven’t been as good as his early 20s, but he’s still a great 
skating defenseman with reach. The offense is good enough to play high 
in a lineup, but nothing special. 

15. Ottawa: Brady Skjei, LHD (2012 pick: 28th) 

Then: Skjei was a top-four defenseman for his U.S. NTDP team. He was 
highly attractive from a pure athleticism standpoint as a 6-foot-3 
defenseman with legit high-end skating ability. Skjei could fly around the 
ice, but there was a question on how good his puck game was and how 
much he offered other than his skating. 

Now: Skjei’s development had ups and downs through his college time 
and in his pro career, but lately he’s been on a high, coming off a 39-
point season despite no power-play time and playing an important role 
for a good NHL team. 

16. Washington: Esa Lindell, LHD (2012 pick: 74th) 
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Then: Lindell played only in junior in Finland in his draft season without 
Liiga time, but he was great at that level scoring 21 goals. He displayed 
great hockey sense to go with good size and competitiveness, but his 
skating was a concern. 

Now: Lindell has become a true upper part of the lineup defenseman. His 
mobility still isn’t a strength, but everything else about his game is an 
asset. 

17. San Jose: Damon Severson, RHD (2012 pick: 60th) 

Then: Severson was a player whose draft stock rose as the season went 
on. He had a lot of appeal as a right-shot defenseman with good size 
who skated and competed well, and had some puck-moving ability. The 
offensive touch didn’t jump off the page but you liked his overall hockey 
sense. 

Now: Severson became a solid top-four defenseman in the NHL who can 
play on both special teams and just came off his most productive season. 

18. Chicago: Alexander Kerfoot, C (2012 pick: 150th) 

Then: Kerfoot was a productive BCHL player. He showed good speed 
and work ethic on the ice. He’s not the biggest player, though, and while 
he seemed skilled the offense and skill never truly jumped off the page to 
you. 

Now: Kerfoot took a while, waiting five seasons from his draft to turn pro, 
but since he has he’s looked like a quality NHL forward. He can 
contribute value at both ends of the rink and has played both center and 
wing. 

19. Tampa Bay: Connor Brown, RW (2012 pick: 156th) 

Then: Brown was a good junior forward. He put up solid, albeit not 
spectacular, numbers as a draft-eligible. Brown displayed quality hands, 
vision and finishing ability to go with an excellent compete level. Given 
his average size and mediocre skating ability, the debate was whether 
there was enough to his game to be a good pro. 

Now: Brown’s offense popped a few years later and he never turned 
back. His skating still doesn’t inspire, but he developed into an excellent 
two-way winger in the NHL. 

20. Philadelphia: Josh Anderson, RW (2012 pick: 95th) 

Then: Anderson’s physical toolkit jumped out to you in 2012 as a big, 
bulky winger who could fly and play hard. He was buried down a deep 
London Knights depth chart but still only scored 22 points in 64 OHL 
games in his draft season, raising questions about his offensive upside. 

Now: Anderson developed well, with the speed, size and physicality 
mixture translating well to the NHL. His puck game won’t dazzle but he 
showed more offense than expected to become a legit middle-of-the-
lineup winger. 

21. Calgary: Tanner Pearson, LW (2012 pick: 30th) 

Then: Pearson went undrafted twice before his game took off in a big 
way in his third draft-eligible season, being a top player in the OHL. He 
showed great puck skills, vision and scoring ability. He was a point-per-
game player for Canada at the world juniors. Pearson had concerns 
about his skating though. 

Now: Pearson turned into a solid NHL winger with a couple 20 goal 
seasons and showed he could reliably play in the middle of a lineup. His 
footspeed still isn’t anything to write home about, but he has legit NHL 
skill and works hard enough to overcome that issue. 

22. Pittsburgh: Adam Pelech, LHD (2012 pick: 65th) 

Then: Pelech stood out as a big, mobile, physical defenseman who could 
make a lot of stops and play tough minutes. The debate on his game was 
whether he had enough skill to play regular NHL minutes. 

Now: Pelech took some time but has developed into a top-four NHL 
defenseman. His pure puck-moving ability will never get you that excited, 
but he’s proven it’s just good enough to allow his assets to help an NHL 
team. 

23. Florida: Shayne Gostisbehere, LHD (2012 pick: 78th) 

Then: Gostisbehere was a second-year draft-eligible defenseman playing 
for a non-typical college powerhouse in Union college in the ECAC. That 
was a golden era of hockey for Union, led by Gostisbehere. He wasn’t 
the biggest defenseman at 5-foot-11, but his skating, skill and 
playmaking all looked very good. 

Now: Gostisbehere as a third-round pick developed into a quality top-four 
defenseman who through his skating, skill and shot has provided 
significant amounts of offense to an NHL lineup. His defending is just OK 
due to his frame and average physicality, but on balance he has shown 
to help a team when he’s playing. 

24. Boston: Matt Murray, G (2012 pick: 83rd) 

Then: Murray didn’t have a great OHL season, with very inconsistent 
performances, but on a tools standpoint you liked his sense in goal and 
he displayed excellent hockey sense. He also ended his season strong 
with a big U18 worlds performance for Canada. 

Now: Murray’s performance of late has obviously dipped quite 
significantly, but he still has had a very good career to date, including two 
Stanley Cups. 

25. St. Louis: Cody Ceci, RHD (2012 pick: 15th) 

Then: Ceci was an important player on a very good Ottawa 67’s team. 
He had appeal as a tall right-shot defenseman who could skate well, 
competed well and contributed value at both ends of the ice. He wasn’t 
considered an exceptional puck-mover, but I thought he showed good 
sense and a big point shot. 

Now: Ceci has bounced around between several NHL teams, but for the 
most part he’s been a decent top-four defenseman. The offense never 
came in significant numbers, but Ceci has moved pucks well enough to 
go with being used in tougher minutes to be a useful player for an NHL 
team. 

26. Vancouver: Linus Ullmark, G (2012 pick: 163rd) 

Then: Ullmark was a second-year eligible draft prospect. The good-sized 
goaltender with strong hockey sense posted quality numbers in 
Sweden’s junior league including a great playoff, but didn’t pop off the 
page with his performance given his age and league he played in. 

Now: Ullmark became a legit starting goaltender in the NHL when 
healthy. 

27. Arizona: Scott Laughton, C (2012 pick: 20th) 

Then: Laughton was considered a well-rounded prospect. He was a 
good-skating center who competed hard. He showed good skill and 
hockey sense. The offense in his game didn’t jump out at you, but you 
thought there was enough there to be a good pro. 

Now: Laughton become a solid two-way center in the league. The 
scoring in his game never really popped, but it was about as good as you 
expected as a junior. 

28. New York Rangers: Radek Faksa, C (2012 pick: 13th) 

Then: Faksa was impressive in his first North American season, being an 
important piece of a good Kitchener team. As a 6-foot-3 center who 
skated well and competed hard at both ends of the ice, Faksa was quite 
intriguing. He showed some skill, but the big debate on his game was 
whether he had legit high-end playmaking and offense in his game. 

Now: Faksa has developed into a legit middle-of-the-lineup center who 
can play the hard minutes. He’s not a big scorer, though. 

29. New Jersey: Matt Grzelcyk, LHD (2012 pick: 85th) 

Then: Grzelcyk’s skating and puck-moving ability stood out as a prospect 
as clear pro assets. He played well with the U.S. NTDP but was on a 
loaded U18 team that featured future NHL defensemen Trouba, Skjei, 
Seth Jones, Connor Carrick and Will Butcher so he didn’t get premier ice 
time. His size was also a concern for the NHL level. 

Now: Grzelcyk found his way into the league as a regular defenseman 
and someone who can help a power play. His defending isn’t a strength 
due to his frame, but his feet and brain are good enough to be an asset 
to a team. 
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30. Los Angeles: Mike Matheson, LHD (2012 pick: 23rd) 

Then: Matheson was a good junior defenseman in the USHL and was 
part of Canada’s Hlinka team. His skating looked excellent and projected 
as a standout NHL attribute to go with a solid compete level. The debate 
on Matheson was whether he was a natural enough puck-mover for the 
NHL or whether his offense just came from his feet. 

Now: Matheson is a regular NHL defenseman who is good enough at 
both ends of the ice but doesn’t stand out at either to play heavy minutes. 

Top 10 picks who missed 

Nail Yakupov: Yakupov was the first pick in this draft. He tore up the OHL 
as a draft-eligible, displaying elite speed, puck skills and finishing ability. 
As an NHLer he struggled making plays and his physicality/compete 
weren’t all that great. As a junior those did not look like issues, though. 
He was dominant with the puck on his stick. Every prospect doesn’t work 
out though, and Yakupov didn’t work out in a big way. 

Ryan Murray: Murray had been a very good junior player at the time of 
his draft. He never put up gaudy numbers, but he was an excellent skater 
who had great hockey sense. He was a Hockey Canada darling too, with 
several great U18 world performances, a world juniors appearance and 
making Canada’s World Championship team. He was an average-sized 
defenseman, though, who wasn’t that physical or had that high a skill 
level. The skating got him to the NHL but ultimately not much else has 
stood out about his game over his career to date. 

Alex Galchenyuk: Galchenyuk was outstanding in the season leading into 
his draft year, scoring 83 points in 68 OHL games. He suffered an early 
knee injury in his draft season that made him miss almost the entire year. 
As a junior his pure skill level and offensive IQ stood out in a big way. His 
skating was never the best even before the knee injury and that, 
combined with average compete, hasn’t helped him as a pro. 
Galchenyuk is still in the league but he’s a journeyman now. 

Griffin Reinhart: Reinhart was a big part of the then-WHL champion 
Edmonton Oil Kings. He was seen as a big, highly-intelligent and highly-
competitive defenseman who could make a lot of stops and move pucks 
well. There was a lack of a “wow” factor in his game, though, as he 
lacked the speed and pure puck skills to make a lot of plays at a quick 
pace. That would ultimately hurt him as a pro and limit him to 37 NHL 
games. 

Derrick Pouliot: Pouliot was a big part of a high-flying Portland team in 
the WHL. He was an exciting defenseman, with top-end skating ability, 
great individual skill and playmaking ability from the blue line. There were 
some minor concerns on his defending and how he’d be able to handle 
NHL physicality. Ultimately, the offense he’s provided as a pro hasn’t 
been enough to counter those issues and he’s become an NHL tweener. 

Slater Koekkoek: Koekkoek was injured for a large chunk of his draft 
season. He was intriguing due to his great skating ability. He had 
displayed some offensive touch as a junior and seemed to project as a 
good two-way defenseman as a pro. The offensive ability ended up being 
the thing that hurt him as he’s never shown that much puck-moving 
ability versus men. 
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Many women deserve to be in the Hockey Hall of Fame. It’s time to let 
more of them in 

 

Hailey Salvian 

 

First, let’s talk about Riikka Sallinen. 

In her first year of eligibility, Sallinen became the first female Finnish 
player — and the first woman from outside Canada or the U.S. — to be 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame, as announced on Monday 
afternoon. 

Sallinen had an excellent career that started before women’s 
international hockey really hit the mainstream. She played in the first 
IIHF-sanctioned Women’s World Championships in 1990, was named the 
tournament’s best player in 1994 and led the 1997 tournament in scoring; 
Sallinen was the first woman to be named a top-three forward in three 
consecutive tournaments. 

In her first Olympics, in 1998 — the first Games to include women’s 
hockey — she led the tournament in scoring and led Finland to a bronze 
medal. Over almost two decades with the Finnish National Team, 
Sallinen won seven world championship medals and ended her career 
with another Olympic bronze medal in 2018, becoming the oldest hockey 
player to win an Olympic medal at age 44. 

She is the all-time leading European scorer in the world championships 
and Olympics — and she’s someone opponents hated playing against. 
Sallinen pioneered a path for new Finnish stars like Jenni Hiirikoski, 
Petra Nieminen and Michelle Karvinen, who are among the best players 
in the world. 

She is already in the IIHF Hall of Fame, and with such a long and 
decorated career, Sallinen is a natural fit for Hockey Hall of Fame 
enshrinement. She is beyond deserving of this honour. 

But she’s also not the only deserving player. Yet, when Sallinen attends 
the 2022 induction in November, she will be the lone woman on stage — 
despite there being two spots available in the women’s category each 
year and a ton of eligible, accomplished athletes to choose from. 

I am so glad that we're seeing a female player outside of North America 
get into the Hockey Hall of Fame. Riikka Sallinen deserves this. 

However, there's two spots for women's players. Use them. 

Caroline Ouellette, Jen Botterill, Julie Chu, and Meghan Duggan were all 
eligible. 

— Hailey Salvian (@hailey_salvian) June 27, 2022 

The most recent example: Caroline Ouellette, one of the best, most 
dominant players of her generation, was eligible for the first time this 
year. Somehow, despite her 10 gold medals, clutch goals, and ranking 
third all-time in Team Canada scoring, Ouellette couldn’t get the 14 votes 
from an 18-person committee needed for induction. 

It’s a glaring omission, an indicator that the HHOF has issues with how 
they decide which women are worthy of induction and another name in a 
growing backlog of worthy candidates. 

The HHOF is a place for players who achieve excellence. There are 
dozens of female players who have done just that, but the Hall doesn’t 
include enough of them. They don’t even come close. 

It’s been 12 years since Cammi Granato and Angela James were the first 
female inductees. Nine women – including Sallinen – have been voted in 
since then. Given the option for two-player classes, there could be as 
many as 24 women in the Hall of Fame by now. 

The committee has taken the option of inducting two women into the 
same HOF class once, in 2010. Seven times they’ve elected one woman. 
Four times they’ve elected none. 

Is the issue a lack of deserving candidates? Unequivocally, no. 

Ouellette deserves it. Her case is, as The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek put 
it last year during our mock induction, “simply overwhelming.” He was on 
the Hall’s induction committee for the maximum 15-year term. 

Ouellette had longevity, as well as excellence, and was known as one of 
the most dominant players in the game and one of the hardest to defend. 
That matters. Or at least it should. 

Oullette never lost an Olympic final in her near 20 year-career – her first 
medal was in 1999 and she officially retired in 2018 – and is one of only 
five athletes to win a gold medal at four consecutive Olympic Winter 
Games. She is a six-time IIHF World Championship gold medallist and 
six-time silver medallist. She is third all-time in games played with the 
Canadian women’s national team and ranks third in scoring with 84 
goals, 150 assists and 234 points in 205 international games – only 
sitting behind Hall of Famers Jayna Hefford and Hayley Wickenheiser. 
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You cannot overlook her success outside the international arena either. 
She was a two-time MVP in the Canadian Women’s Hockey League and 
won the Clarkson Cup four times with the Montreal Les Canadiennes. In 
three seasons at the University of Minnesota-Duluth, Ouellette had 229 
points (92 goals, 137 assists) in 97 games, an average of 2.36 points per 
game. That’s third all-time in Bulldogs history. She was a top-three 
finalist for the Patty Kazmaier Award (best female player in NCAA), won 
an NCAA championship and was named MVP of the tournament. 

Ouellette checks all the boxes; her credentials are impeccable — but 14 
people couldn’t agree she was good enough. 

It doesn’t make much sense. Especially when we consider a female 
inductee would never take a spot from a male player. Her induction, for 
example, wouldn’t mean Daniel Sedin couldn’t get into the Hall with his 
twin brother. 

And she’s just a recent example. There are more. 

Jennifer Botterill has been eligible for the Hall since 2014 — she retired 
in 2011 after a 14-year career primed for Hockey Hall of Fame 
enshrinement. It just hasn’t come yet. 

Botterill cracked Canada’s Olympic roster in 1998 —  at those Games, 
Team USA won gold; Canada silver. At 18, she was the youngest player 
on the team. Botterill became a key member of Canada’s dominant run at 
the Olympics, with gold medals in 2002, 2006 and 2010. She’s a five-
time world champion and a two-time MVP of the tournament, with three 
silver medals. 

At Harvard, Botterill led the Crimson to their first-ever national title in her 
freshman year, was a four-time All-American and remains the only two-
time national player of the year. She ended her NCAA career with 157 
goals and 340 points in 113 games and still holds several NCAA (all-time 
points per game) and Harvard (all-time scoring) records. 

Julie Chu has been eligible for a few years now and is one of Team 
USA’s most decorated athletes with four Olympic medals (3 silver, 1 
bronze) and nine world championship medals (five gold, four silver). She 
was the first Asian-American to make the U.S. senior national team in 
2000, when she was just 18 years old. She led the 2008 worlds in assists 
and the 2009 worlds in points, winning gold on both occasions. Chu is 
one of three American women to play in four Olympics, including Hall of 
Fame defender Angela Ruggiero and future candidate Hilary Knight. At 
Harvard, she set NCAA records for assists (197) and points (285). Her 
points record was broken by Meghan Agosta, but she still ranks third all-
time. 

(Note: Botterill has more points than Chu and Agosta, but the NCAA did 
not start tracking record books for women’s hockey until 2000-01.) 

Meghan Duggan captained Team USA to its first Olympic Gold medal in 
20 years at the 2018 Games in PyeongChang after winning silver in 2010 
and 2014. Duggan played in eight world championships, winning seven 
times. In college, she won three NCAA championships with the University 
of Wisconsin, won a national player of the year award and graduated as 
the No. 1 scorer in program history. Off the ice, Duggan was pivotal in 
the negotiations with USA Hockey for fair compensation for players. 

That’s only four players, and I haven’t even mentioned any Europeans or 
goalies. 

Florence Schelling was a standout goalie for Northeastern and the Swiss 
National Team. Kim Martin won two Olympic medals (one silver, one 
bronze) for Sweden and was notably the goalie who backstopped 
Sweden to their first-ever Olympic gold medal game, making 37 saves in 
the semifinal to upset the U.S. in 2006, when she was named goalie of 
the tournament. She was a finalist for NCAA player of the year and won 
an NCAA Championship MVP in 2008, too. 

Maria Rooth is another Swede with an impressive resume: 18 points in 
20 Olympic games; 164 points in 92 games at Minnesota-Duluth; a three-
time Patty Kazmaier finalist; and two-time Olympic medallist. Jenny 
Potter won four Olympic medals with Team USA and has the most career 
points at the Olympics of any American player (32). Natalie Darwitz was 
one of the best U.S. players ever, with a lasting impact on Team USA 
after making her first senior team at 15 years old. She still has the most 
Olympic goals for Team USA (14). 

I could go on, but you get the point. There are plenty of women’s hockey 
players who fit the criteria for induction: “Playing ability, sportsmanship, 
character and contributions to his or her team or teams and to the game 
of hockey in general.” 

These are some of the best players to ever play the women’s game and 
they are still on the outside looking in. 

Why? 

First, there’s the fact that Cassie Campbell-Pascall and Granato are the 
only two women on an 18-person committee; Granato was a very recent 
addition. 

That’s a problem when the trick of the Hall of Fame is getting 14 hard-
nosed people to agree on something. We can expect former teammates 
or rivals to bang the table for other deserving women. But what of the 
men in the room? 

The Hockey Hall of Fame is about honouring the best players in the 
world. It’s not the NHL Hall of Fame. And the committee needs to do a 
better job of honouring successful careers when it comes to the female 
ballot. Because there are deserving players waiting for reasons that 
remain a mystery to me. 

They are good enough to be there. They are winning gold medals, world 
championships, and national championships. They are breaking and 
setting records. That is the measure of success in the women’s game. 

Voting in Sallinen and Ouellette shouldn’t be that hard. 

This isn’t agonizing over whether Guy Carbonneau should finally get in. 
Or whether to vote for Rod Brind’Amour or Henrik Zetterberg. We’re still 
early enough into the process of inducting women into the HHOF that 
these candidates are the tap-ins. They’re the no-doubt, “got my vote” 
success stories. They should be, at least. But the committee seems to be 
making it more complicated than it needs to be. 

So, how can it get better? 

In the long term, it’s about involving more female players, more people 
with experience and stakes in the women’s game into the voting 
committee. That’s a long-term goal though. These appointments last a 
long time and the people on the committee have earned those spots. 

But in the meantime, before you can get a more representative group of 
inductors, it’s not that hard to look at the numbers. 

If you’re trying to fill out the women’s wing of the Hockey Hall of Fame 
and you can’t say the third-leading scoring in the history of Canadian 
women’s hockey doesn’t deserve a spot, what are we doing here? 

Inducting talented, accomplished, deserving women to the Hockey Hall of 
Fame comes at the cost of no one, certainly not when there’s only one 
woman going in every year. It comes at the cost of an empty seat on 
induction day. 

In years to come, the process will only get more complicated. There is a 
backlog of talent developing that is going to get worse as more 
accomplished players become eligible for induction. 

Kacey Bellamy is already retired. Monique and Jocelyn Lamoureux 
retired last year. Shannon Szabados, one of the best female goalies to 
play women’s hockey, hasn’t played since 2018. Neither has four-time 
Canadian Olympian Meghan Agosta. Jenni Hiirikoski, Hilary Knight, 
Marie-Philip Poulin and Brianna Decker are going to retire eventually. 

Hopefully, at that point, the mindset of the committee will have shifted. 
But until then, the fix is easy. It should be, at least. 
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Why the 2022 NHL playoffs were the league’s best in a long time 
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From start to finish, the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs were an epic 
spectacle — a perfect cap to one of the best regular seasons in recent 
memory.  

It was the best postseason in a long time, chock full of entertaining 
games, memorable series, highlight-reel plays, superstar performances, 
breakout players and intriguing narratives. On multiple occasions, we 
witnessed history in the making. The 2022 playoffs had it all, a 
postseason I’ll remember for a long time.  

The 2022 playoffs were so great for a myriad of reasons. Now that a 
champion has been crowned, it’s a good time to look back on what made 
this year’s postseason so special. 

Fantastic final 

The hype and excitement for a Colorado versus Tampa Bay Final began 
two years ago — two of the league’s most exciting teams looking like the 
team to beat in their conference. The Lightning made due on their 
promise, but the Avalanche lost a heartbreaker in Round 2. 

It felt like a missed opportunity to see two of the best teams face off, but 
one year later there they both were, again, at the top of the league. When 
Colorado went up 2-0 against Vegas in Round 2 it was starting to look 
like a real possibility, but four games later disappointment set in. That’s 
the way it goes in hockey sometimes, as the best teams don’t always go 
the distance. The two teams entered the season as co-favourites to win 
the Cup, but once again only one team could make due on their promise, 
and that was Tampa Bay. 

Flash forward one more year and we finally got what we wanted: an epic 
showdown between two of the league’s most exciting teams. In one 
corner stood arguably the most talented group of skaters, and in the 
other, the now two-time defending Cup champions. A clash of titans 
indeed. Before the series even began, Cale Makar said it all: 

“They’re a team that’s looking to have a dynasty. We’re a team trying to 
start a legacy.” 

The pre-series hype was immense, but somehow these two lived up to it 
in what was the best Stanley Cup Final in a long time. This was two 
teams at the peak of their power-trading haymakers, leading to four 
instant classic one-goal games and two blowouts where the sheer 
ferocity of each team was felt. I still can’t believe Colorado beat Tampa 
Bay 7-0, and the Lightning answering back with a 6-2 of their own was 
legendary. 

The intensity of each game was palpable through the screen and I can 
only imagine what it felt like to bear witness in the flesh. In a sport where 
a run to the final can often be induced by luck, it was a treat to see these 
two behemoths go head to head. 

Colorado’s coronation  

Only one team could win it all and in the end, the start of a legacy meant 
the end of a dynasty. For every team that stood in their way, the 
Avalanche were simply too much. They barrelled through the first round 
with ease and faced some adversity in the second, but once Colorado 
got over its hump, it felt like a Stanley Cup celebration was almost 
inevitable. The Avalanche steamrolled the Oilers and though Tampa Bay 
was able to push the series to six games, it was Colorado that was firmly 
in control during the final.  

Through three rounds Tampa Bay once again looked unstoppable, but 
that was only until the Lightning met the Avalanche. Colorado dominated 
this series and left no doubt regarding who the league’s best team was. 
At five-on-five the Avalanche earned 60 percent of the expected goals 
against the Lightning, a stunning figure against an elite team. 

This win felt like fate, one that began last year when Colorado entered 
the season as the Stanley Cup favourite. By the time the playoffs rolled 
around, the team’s chances of winning it all were overwhelming 
compared to the field. That led to necessary disappointment, one that 
only made this year’s win all the sweeter. They came back harder, better, 
faster, stronger — looking like a force to be reckoned with for years to 
come.  

This was their year and it’s always nice to see a team live up to that 
destiny. The Avalanche were Stanley Cup favourites from Day 1 and 
never lost a grip on that all season, all the way to the very end with a title. 
They deserved this win. 

Redemptive return  

“And for everyone that thought I was a liability in the playoffs, you can 
kiss my ass.” 

Mic drop. Curtains closed. Roll credits. A perfect send-off from Nazem 
Kadri, Stanley Cup champion.  

To me, there was no better story in these playoffs — and really, this 
season — than Kadri. At age 31 he finally had his big breakout, playing 
up to the high talent level he’s always possessed. Prior to this season, 
Kadri was a career second-line center who showed glimpses of 
something more — and scoring 87 points in 71 games was that 
something more. 

But he still had more to prove where it mattered: in the postseason, 
mainly, staying in them. It was Kadri’s four-game suspension in the 2019 
playoffs that spelled the end for his time in Toronto. Two years later 
came an eight-gamer that was likely the beginning of the end of 
Colorado’s playoff hopes that season. It wasn’t enough for Kadri to be 
good, he had to stay on the right side of the line to help Colorado win. 

And he did, playing some incredibly inspired hockey. Kadri scored 15 
points in 16 games, proving the regular season was no fluke, and added 
an exceptional 66 percent expected goals rate to the ledger to become 
one of Colorado’s most impactful players. Everything was looking great 
until Kadri broke his thumb in Round 3 — an injury that was sure to 
sideline him from yet another playoff run, though this time for reasons 
outside his control. 

Kadri missed only four games, heroically rejoining the team for a pivotal 
Game 4 in the Stanley Cup Final. There was only one way that game 
could’ve ended, and it was on Kadri’s stick for the overtime winner to give 
Colorado a 3-1 stranglehold on the series. The 2022 season was the 
year of Naz, and that goal was the cherry on top. Redemption. 

What a moment. What a win!  @43_Kadri | @Avalanche | 
#StanleyCup pic.twitter.com/MWIpM8SjYY 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) June 23, 2022 

Byram’s breakthrough 

For every Cup winner, there are always a couple of guys that jolt to life 
and own the moment, breaking out in ways unexpected before the 
playoffs started. Colorado had a few such characters — with Valeri 
Nichushkin coming up especially big in the final — but the biggest story 
on that front had to be Bowen Byram. The fourth pick from the 2019 draft 
always had a shot at greatness given his pedigree, and these playoffs 
saw him arrive on the game’s biggest stage. 

While all eyes were obviously on Makar, it was Byram’s play that was 
becoming the difference beyond the top pair. The absence of Samuel 
Girard loomed large, but Byram made sure that loss wouldn’t have to be 
felt. He chipped in with nine assists, but it was his smarts and puck-
moving ability that turned heads as he posted a stunning 65 percent 
expected goals rate. That led all Avalanche defenders and was second 
only to Kadri on the team. 

In 2019, it was in the playoffs where we discovered the impact Makar 
would have on the Avalanche. Three years later, Byram showcased a 
glimpse of his own future stardom on the same stage. 

Defeated dynasty 

As much as the NHL loves to champion the league’s parity, it’s greatness 
that fans are often most attracted to. Winning one championship is 
special, but building an unbeatable dynasty is even greater — it’s what 
makes teams especially memorable. Tampa Bay is already there with 
back-to-back championships and the team’s run of conference final 
berths over the last eight seasons truly shows its dominance over the 
era. But the chance at a three-peat? The first in three decades? That 
would’ve been incredible to witness. 
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There were doubts to start the playoffs with the Lightning being 
underdogs in both of their first two series. The lesson: Never doubt the 
heart of a champion as the team’s winning pedigree prevailed en route to 
yet another conference final berth. A lesser team might have folded down 
2-0 in the third round, but not Tampa Bay, who roared back to win four 
straight, marching to its third straight Stanley Cup Final.  

The path there was exhilarating; it felt like history in the making. It felt 
special to watch a team look utterly unbeatable, no matter how down and 
out they looked. Resilient, like no other team I’ve seen before. 

But sometimes, even better than watching a winning team make history 
with championship after championship is watching them fall. There was 
no more fitting beginning to Colorado’s future reign than a victory over 
the previous undisputed best team; a crown being handed off to its 
immediate successor. Perfectly earned victory.  

Cool and clutch  

At the center of each Lightning run has been Andrei Vasilevskiy between 
the pipes, an impenetrable fortress that made victory seem futile. In 2020 
he saved 14 goals above expected off a .927 save percentage. In 2021 
he was even better, saving 18 goals off a .937 save percentage. This 
year he brought the heat again, saving nine goals above expected with a 
.922 save percentage. The most recent numbers may not seem as 
impressive, but given that the competition featured three of the best 
offensive teams in the league, it’s quite the feat to maintain such a high 
level of excellence. 

More special than the raw numbers was the timing of Vasilevskiy’s 
greatness. After a loss, facing elimination and with an opportunity to 
close a series, it was the highest leverage points of each series where 
Vasilevskiy truly shined. It’s what separated him from other elite starters 
and made him such a gift. We’ve seen that play out for three straight 
playoffs and in that time only four other goalies have saved 10 goals 
above expected or more, just two above 15 and just one above 20. 
Vasilevskiy is at 41. 

Another terrific playoff run had many wondering where Vasilevskiy stands 
in the pantheon of all-time goalie greats, an impressive feat considering 
his story is far from over yet. His playoff magic makes it a worthy 
question and we got another dose of it this year. 

Sweet spot 

The Stanley Cup is often idolized as the hardest trophy to earn in sport. 
It’s not enough to be the best, it takes a special blend of luck, skill and 
will to get it done. The Avalanche learned that the hard way last year 
before returning with a vengeance this year. 

The role that luck plays in hockey sometimes adds more randomness to 
the end result than some would like. The best team doesn’t always win, 
and sometimes it’s not often enough. At the other end of the spectrum is 
the best team always winning, where things are a bit too predictable. No 
one wants that either. 

The beauty comes from finding the sweet spot between predictability and 
chaos, where there’s still suspense and intrigue, but the end result 
doesn’t leave you wondering whether you’re watching a glorified coin-flip 
competition. 

In that regard, this year’s playoffs felt perfect. 

There’s the final between the defending champions and the league’s best 
team, one that people have been craving for three years and one that felt 
truly worthy. But before getting there we were also treated to some fun 
upsets and two somewhat surprising Cinderella runs from Edmonton and 
New York. There was suspense in the opening round with five Game 7s, 
and even when a series didn’t go as planned, it felt earned rather than 
fluked into. It helps that this year featured the strongest field of 
contenders in recent memory, but those teams still had to do their part 
and put on a show. And they did. 

Goals, goals, goals 

This was the year of offence where goal scoring exploded to 6.28 goals 
per game, the highest mark since the 1995-96 season. Offence is what 
people pay for and offence is what makes games exciting and in that 
sense, the 2021-22 season delivered. 

On average, offence tends to dry up slightly come playoff time. It did in 
each of the last three seasons despite the league flirting with six goals 
per game, dropping to an average of 5.5 goals per game. Since 2007-08, 
goal scoring has dropped by 2.6 percent in the playoffs from an average 
of 5.56 to an average 5.41. 

That wasn’t the case this year as the goal-scoring explosion instead 
stayed steady into the playoffs with an average of 6.31 goals per game, 
the highest in the analytics era. We can thank some barn-burning series 
featuring Edmonton (against both Calgary and Colorado), but on the 
whole, there were plenty of goals to go around in almost every series. It’s 
a big part of what made these playoffs so exciting.  

OK officiating 

Before the playoffs started, Shayna Goldman and I had an idea to track 
all the missed calls from the postseason in one convenient location. It 
was a way to hold the NHL’s officiating accountable after years of 
swallowing whistles when games mattered most — essentially a follow-
up to my tirade from last year about the annual embarrassment.  

And then a funny thing happened: As the first round came to a close, we 
… didn’t have much to complain about. Sure, referees are never going to 
be perfect and there were some missed calls here and there, some of 
which did impact the game. But for the first time in a long time, it did feel 
like there was some sort of consistency with regard to what was being 
called; an actual standard. It led to more power plays, but not to an 
outrageously noticeable degree and not one the players couldn’t adapt 
to. 

On a per-60 basis, players took 0.86 penalties in these playoffs, up from 
0.67 last season and 0.66 during the regular season — a 30 percent 
increase! That led to teams having 5.5 power-play minutes per game 
during the playoffs, up from 4.7 minutes last season. 

Now, as the playoffs went along, the standard did start progressing back 
toward its old ways. There were games that were as bad as ever, but 
overall those moments were fewer and far between what we accepted as 
the norm in the past. That’s progress, and what was left was a more 
exciting brand of hockey where skill was allowed to shine through. Not 
perfect, but passable. For the NHL, that’s a win and that was part of what 
made the hockey in these playoffs so entertaining. 

Magical matchups 

I already waxed poetic about how great the Cup Final matchup was — a 
dream series for those who love seeing the best teams square off — but 
even before that, we were treated to some incredibly fun tilts along the 
way. 

Toronto vs. Tampa Bay was a heavyweight clash that kicked things off in 
the opening round, and you could say the same for Carolina vs. Boston. 
Pittsburgh vs. New York was loads of fun, and even the most dull series 
on paper, Calgary vs. Dallas, had some excellent moments.  

Things really went up a notch in Round 2 where we were treated to the 
Battle of Alberta and Battle of Florida — though the two were at extreme 
opposite ends of the “living up to the hype” spectrum. The Battle of 
Alberta was an amazing time, even if it only lasted five games, and the 
high-octane energy carried over into the third round in a series between 
Colorado and Edmonton — though that one was special for other 
reasons, too. 

Superstar showdowns 

The NHL’s high-end talent hasn’t shined this brightly in a long-time, so it 
was only fitting that the final three series of the season featured 
matchups between two of the best forwards, two of the best goalies and 
two of the best defencemen. Connor McDavid vs. Nathan MacKinnon. 
Igor Shesterkin vs. Andrei Vasilevskiy. Cale Makar vs. Victor Hedman. 
It’s rare to even get one such matchup in a playoffs, but we got three, 
giving us a direct head-to-head glimpse into a “best in the world” 
argument. But even before that, it felt like every series had at least one 
head-to-head matchup to be excited about, a testament to how incredible 
the top of the league is these days.  

Best of the best 

Speaking of the league’s best players … these playoffs absolutely 
cemented who exactly that was at each position. Hockey is the ultimate 
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team game, but the 2022 playoffs showed the power of a singular 
transcendent star, especially when they’re playing at a historic level. And 
we were treated to not one, not two, but three such performances.  

Makar won the Conn Smythe Trophy, and deservedly so. He scored an 
astounding 29 points in 20 games, the fourth most in the modern era by a 
defenceman. Add a 59 percent expected goals rate to the mix and Makar 
was a force all over the ice. He was the engine that made Colorado go 
and in all was worth 1.61 wins, the most value put up by a defenceman in 
the analytics era. He played at a 6.6-win pace, a truly unheard-of rate for 
a defender. For Makar, nothing feels unheard of anymore. 

McDavid’s postseason run was nothing short of remarkable and 
something I’ve already touched on. He finished the playoffs playing at a 
nine-win pace thanks to 33 points in 16 games and some ridiculous on-
ice numbers. These playoffs are memorable alone from the way McDavid 
dominated night after night — the greatest individual hockey I’ve ever 
seen. 

Shesterkin’s playoffs haven’t been spoken about on the same terms as 
the other two, but he deserves the same level of recognition for his run. 
Makar had the best GSVA of any defenceman in the analytics era while 
McDavid had the best of any skater — but Shesterkin is right there too, 
having saved 22.6 goals above expected in 20 games. That’s 4.7 more 
than the next best goalie since 2007-08: Vasilevskiy in 2021, who won a 
Conn Smythe for his performance. Shesterkin, in three fewer games, was 
even better. With how overmatched New York’s defence was during the 
playoffs, he had to be. 

To win the Stanley Cup, Colorado needed Makar to deliver. He did, and 
then some. In order to reach the conference finals, Edmonton needed 
McDavid to make history. He did, and then some. In order for the 
Rangers to do the same, Shesterkin needed to carry the team. He did, 
and then some. 

If I had a Conn Smythe ballot, it would’ve been those three on it. That 
may seem odd given two of the players didn’t even make it to the Final, 
but that’s how good this trio was. The best forward, defenceman and 
goaltender performance we’ve seen in the analytics era — all in one 
playoffs. 

Dauntless Draisaitl 

Growing up, I was a huge Sidney Crosby fan, naturally, and I still 
remember how crushed I was in 2007-08 when he was sidelined 53 
games into the season. That would become a familiar feeling throughout 
his career — the feeling of being robbed of witnessing greatness. Crosby 
missed 29 games with a high-ankle sprain, a pretty serious injury for a 
hockey player. 

We saw firsthand how serious it can be watching Leon Draisaitl gut 
through game after game, hobbling all over the ice, barely being able to 
skate. There were times where it looked like he could barely move, times 
where he was keeled over on the bench in immense pain, times where 
we all wondered how he could keep going. Whatever it takes, right? 

What we weren’t robbed of was greatness as we got to see one of the 
most incredible playoff performances ever given the circumstances. An 
injury that once sidelined Crosby for 29 games wasn’t enough to deter 
Draisaitl from dominating the ice and putting up a ludicrous amount of 
points. Yes, he was limited in his own end — even more so than usual — 
but Draisaitl still managed to somehow put up 32 points in just 16 games, 
just one less than McDavid. It was only the eighth time in the modern era 
that a player averaged two points per game in the playoffs and Draisaitl 
did it on one leg. It’s one of the most unbelievable things I’ve ever seen. 

Outstanding Oettinger 

I’m still having a hard time wrapping my head around what we saw from 
Jake Oettinger in the first round. He was playing out of his damn mind 
and almost singlehandedly stole the series for the Stars. In seven games 
he earned a .954 save percentage and saved 12.8 goals above 
expected. That ended up ranking second for the entire playoffs, despite 
Oettinger suiting up for only a single round. Absolutely absurd. Going 
back to 2007-08, it was the 11th most goals saved in a single playoff and 
the best save percentage above expected among goalies to play at least 
seven games.  

The playoffs are where future stars are often born, showcasing 
themselves on the biggest stage. After starting the season in the minors, 
Oettinger shined as bright as he possibly could come playoff time, 
establishing himself as a future star between the pipes. That it only took 
seven games of dominance to ascend to that height is remarkable. 

Leafs letdown 

Look, sometimes you just have to play the hits.  

Leafs lose Game 7 in Round 1? Again? It never gets old and you can’t 
have a good setlist without closing off with a classic. It’s not an NHL 
playoffs without the precisely-timed pain and suffering of a tortured fan 
base. I unfortunately know it all too well.  

Data via Evolving Hockey, NHL and Hockey Reference 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.29.2022 

1204029 Websites 

 

Buyout WATCH: 10 players to monitor ahead of NHL free agency 

 

Harman Dayal, Thomas Drance 28/06/2022 

 

The NHL’s hard cap system is ruthless. Every year it leaves clubs 
scrambling to shed inefficient contracts to carve out cap flexibility one 
way or another. 

All teams make contractual mistakes, but the best ones find a way to 
creatively problem-solve them. One of the tools GMs have at their 
disposal for that is the NHL’s first buyout window which opens this year 
on July 1 and closes on July 12, the eve of free-agency. 

In the vast majority of cases, teams prefer finding a solution on the trade 
market for their regretful contracts even if it involves retaining salary or 
taking money back. That applies to most of the names in this article too, 
their respective teams would probably prefer a trade. But trading salary is 
arguably harder than it’s ever been and that sometimes backs teams into 
a corner where a buyout is the only viable option. 

One player worth covering before we dive into this exercise is Sean 
Monahan. The Flames need to clear salary with Johnny Gaudreau 
(UFA), Matthew Tkachuk (RFA) and Andrew Mangiapane (RFA) all due 
for new contracts this offseason. Milan Lucic and Monahan are two 
contracts the Flames would presumably like to get rid of to create wiggle 
room. Mathematically, a Monahan buyout would have presented a strong 
secondary option in the absence of a trade, with Calgary saving $4-
million next season and eating only a $2-million penalty the year after. 

The Athletic’s understanding, however, is that the Flames do not believe 
they can buy Monahan out this summer. Monahan had hip surgery in 
April and he isn’t expected to be healthy in time for Calgary to consider 
the buyout route (the CBA does not permit teams to buyout injured 
players). 

With that out of the way, here are some of the most intriguing potential 
buyout situations to monitor. 

Petr Mrazek, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$3.8 million 

$1,033,333 

$2,766,667 
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2023-24 

$3.8 million 

$833,333 

$2,966,667 

2024-25 

$0 

$1,433,333 

-$1,433,333 

2025-26 

$0 

$1,433,333 

-$1,433,333 

In the Brendan Shanahan and Kyle Dubas era, the Maple Leafs have 
never bought out a standard player contract. 

Toronto has parted with significant assets to get out of inconvenient 
contracts, they’ve retained money in trades, but they’ve never exercised 
an ordinary course buyout. 

Could that change this summer? 

Depending on how the market evolves and what moving off of Petr 
Mrazek’s backloaded contract – which has two years remaining and 
carries a $3.8 million cap hit – entails in terms of valuable futures, a 
Mrazek buyout could tempt Maple Leafs brass. The savings would be 
immediate, timely and significant, as the club would net an additional 
$2.76 million in cap savings for the 2022-23 campaign and nearly $3 
million in savings for 2023-24. 

While those savings would come at the cost of the club carrying $1.43 
million in dead salary cap space in in 2024-25 and 2025-26, that may just 
be the cost of doing business. The Maple Leafs’ meaningful window, 
after all, is right now, and with William Nylander and Auston Matthews on 
contracts that expire in the summer of 2024, the marginal value of saving 
nearly $3 million over the next two years may be worth the buyout cap hit 
that Toronto would eat down the line. At the very least, there’s a sound 
argument for buying out Mrazek, although Toronto’s apparent 
philosophical aversion to using the buyout device could be decisive in 
this instance. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic, San Jose Sharks 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$7 million 

$3,687,500 

$3,312,500 

2023-24 

$7 million 

$1,437,500 

$5,562,500 

2024-25 

$7 million 

$4,187,500 

$2,812,500 

2025-26 

$7 million 

$5,187,500 

$1,812,500 

2026-27 

$0 

$1,687,500 

-$1,687,500 

2027-28 

$0 

$1,687,500 

-$1,687,500 

2028-29 

$0 

$1,687,500 

-$1,687,500 

2029-30 

$0 

$1,687,500 

-$1,687,500 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic is one of the great shutdown defenders of the past 
decade and is paid accordingly, with a contract that runs for four more 
seasons, carries a $7 million cap hit and a full no-move clause that Vlasic 
has no intention of waiving. 

Unfortunately, Vlasic’s two-way effectiveness declined in his mid-30s. 
This past season Vlasic ranked seventh among Sharks defenders that 
played at least 40 games by even-strength ice time per game, and was a 
healthy scratch on one occasion. He’s contributing at the level of a 
league minimum player, with a cap hit that ranks 24th among all NHL 
defensemen. 

That level of inefficiency poses a problem for the Sharks, particularly 
because Vlasic’s no-move clause will prevent the club from netting the 
sort of modest cap relief that comes with burying a contract in the minors 
this upcoming season. 

Vlasic’s deal still carries nearly $7 million in buyout proof signing 
bonuses, making it somewhat unappealing to buyout. The club would net 
$3.3 million in savings this upcoming season, $5.5 million in 2023-24, 
$2.8 million in 2024-25 and $1.8 million in 2025-26, at the cost of $1.68 
million in a buyout cap penalty that would extend for four years from 
2026-2030. That’s not a particularly appealing solution, particularly for a 
club that isn’t close to contending for a playoff spot this upcoming year. 

The Sharks are still trawling for a new lead executive, which could be 
decisive in shaping what course of action they take with Vlasic. If making 
the playoffs in the next couple of seasons is a priority for the Sharks’ next 
general manager, then a Vlasic buyout should be a strong consideration. 
If the club would prefer to bottom out a bit, then perhaps Vlasic is a hold 
for another season. 

Zack Kassian, Edmonton Oilers 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$3.2 million 
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$666,667 

$2,533,333 

2023-24 

$3.2 million 

$1,866,667 

$1,333,333 

2024-25 

$0 

$966,667 

-$966,667 

2025-26 

$0 

$966,667 

-$966,667 

Edmonton’s staring at a challenging cap situation this summer. Money 
isn’t exactly overflowing and yet Kailer Yamamoto and Jesse Puljujarvi 
are arbitration-eligible RFAs while Evander Kane and Brett Kulak, two 
fantastic mid-season acquisitions, are both UFAs. The Oilers almost 
certainly can’t afford to bring all four players back and that’s before we 
even consider the uncertainty in goal, where Mike Smith’s future is up in 
the air. 

In other words, the Oilers could have needs in the top-six, top-four and in 
net depending on how things unfold. 

That need for cap flexibility could put Zack Kassian in jeopardy. 
Kassian’s offensive production has cratered and his utility is limited to 
fourth-line caliber contributions, as he averaged just 8:07 per game in the 
playoffs. Barring a trade, a buyout could look attractive. 

The Oilers would net just over $2.5 million in cap space next season and 
$1.33 million the year after in exchange for $966,667 in dead cap during 
2024-25 and 2025-26. 

$1.33 million isn’t much in savings for 2023-24 though, considering you 
can bury a contract in the minors and save $1.15 million anyway. Since 
those 2023-24 savings are minimal, Oilers management needs to map 
out this offseason’s outlook and weigh whether the substantial 2022-23 
relief is worth two years of dead cap penalties. 

Colin White, Ottawa Senators 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$4.75 million 

$875,000 

$3,875,000 

2023-24 

$4.75 million 

$875,000 

$3,875,000 

2024-25 

$4.75 million 

-$625,000 

$5,375,000 

2025-26 

$0 

$875,000 

-$875,000 

2026-27 

$0 

$875,000 

-$875,000 

2027-28 

$0 

$875,000 

-$875,000 

When healthy, Colin White is a useful middle-six piece with some upside 
to develop beyond that, but he’s still an interesting buyout candidate to 
keep an eye on. 

Since signing a five-year, $28.5 million ($4.75 million AAV) second 
contract on the back of a 40-point season, White has been limited by 
injury – he’s played just 69 games over the past two years – and has 
fallen outside of Ottawa’s promising top-six forward group. 

There’s still some promise here, particularly if White can stay healthy in 
the years ahead. For Senators brass, however, a big decision on White 
looms this summer, a decision that’s given some urgency because of 
White’s age. 

White is still 25-years-old and as a result this is the last buyout window 
during which his contract can be subject to a buyout at a 1/3 ratio. If the 
club were to exercise a buyout on White’s contract this summer, they’d 
save $3.875 million over the next two seasons and then save $5.375 
million for the 2024-25 campaign – essentially gaining a $600,000 salary 
cap credit for that season. 

The cost of those cap savings, which totals over $13 million over three 
years, is just an $875,000 dead cap buyout penalty for three seasons 
from 2025 through to 2028. 

Even though the Senators have reams of cap flexibility, that level of 
savings has to appeal to the club. There’s a scenario where White 
bounces back and is worth the second contract that he signed over the 
remaining three years of the deal, and if he is bought out, he immediately 
becomes a fascinating secondary market target for 31 other NHL teams. 
If the Senators roll the dice on White living up to his current deal, 
however, they’ll lose the ability to cash in a “get out of cap jail free card” 
which is available to them with White this summer, and this summer only. 

Philippe Myers, Nashville Predators 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$2,550,000 

-$616,666 

$3,166,666 

2023-24 

$0 

$633,334 

-$633,334 
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Philippe Myers is a fascinating buyout candidate. Because of the 
structure of the Predators defender’s backloaded three-year second 
contract and because Myers is still 25 and subject to the 1/3 buyout ratio, 
there’s actually a $613,000 cap benefit to exercising a buyout on the final 
year of his deal. 

The overall cap benefit of a Myers buyout is neutral, since the $613,000 
cap credit for the 2022-23 campaign is offset by a $633,000 buyout cap 
hit for the 2023-24 season. 

However, there’s a world where a deeply focused win-now team might 
even consider trading for Myers ahead of July 12 for the purpose of 
buying out his contract and netting some additional cap flexibility for this 
upcoming season. 

Jake Gardiner, Carolina Hurricanes 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$4.05 million 

$1,083,334 

$2,966,666 

2023-24 

$0 

$1,483,334 

-$1,483,334 

Jake Gardiner, who’s officially been cleared to play, can no longer be 
stashed on LTIR like he was for the duration of last season. That poses 
issues for the Hurricanes who were already facing tough offseason 
decisions. 

Once you include Gardiner’s deal, Carolina has just under $15 million in 
cap space with 15 players signed. That isn’t a whole lot of wiggle room 
when you consider that Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck are 
UFAs while Martin Necas and Tony DeAngelo are RFAs. This is before 
we even talk about Carolina’s need for say, another high-end offensive 
producer. 

Gardiner is coming off major surgeries on his back and hips and was 
already showing signs of significant decline before those injuries. It’s a 
pipedream to think he can return and provide immediate top-four quality 
impact, which is what you’d expect from a $4.05 million defenseman. 
Fortunately, a buyout looks like a feasible option. 

Carolina would save just shy of $3 million next season with a $1,483,334 
penalty the year after. It’s hard to see teams exactly lining up to roll the 
dice on Gardiner so unless the Canes are willing to pay a premium to 
unload him as a cap dump, a buyout may be the most practical solution. 

Jason Dickinson, Vancouver Canucks 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$2.65 million 

$941,667 

$1,708,333 

2023-24 

$2.65 million 

$391,667 

$2,258,333 

2024-25 

$0 

$991,667 

-$991,667 

2025-26 

$0 

$991,667 

-$991,667 

Brought in to center the Canucks’ third line, Jason Dickinson’s inaugural 
season wearing blue and green was a disaster. Dickinson was a big part 
of Vancouver’s penalty kill which was dead-last in the league for most of 
the season, he wasn’t able to drive positive two-way results at five-on-
five, he was even worse offensively than imagined and he struggled 
mightily in the face-off dot. By the end of the season, Dickinson was 
shifted to wing and things still weren’t looking much better. 

Jim Rutherford and Patrik Allvin have made it very clear that they’d like to 
carve out cap flexibility. There are many ways they’ll pursue that and 
finding a solution for Dickinson’s contract could very well be one of the 
answers. 

Buying Dickinson out this summer would open up $1,708,333 next 
season and $2,258,333 the year after, at the expense of a $991,667 
penalty for 2024-25 and 2025-26. Maybe that’s enough for the Canucks 
to pull the trigger, but the truth is that it’d probably be a mistake to 
exercise a buyout this summer. 

The backloaded nature of Dickinson’s contract heavily incentivizes 
Vancouver to wait a year. Buy him out next summer and you’d save 
$2,166,666 against the cap for 2023-24 while only incurring a one-year 
cap penalty of $1,083,334. If you buy him out this offseason, the modest 
2022-23 cap savings, especially compared to an AHL burial, aren’t worth 
having dead money on the books for 2025-26. 

The Canucks aren’t going to contend next season, but they might by 
2025-26 — the leverage of having clean books in 2025-26 outweighs the 
marginal benefits you’d gain next season. 

Vancouver’s probably best suited to waiting a year to seriously consider 
a buyout, which would also give Dickinson another shot to rebuild his 
value. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida Panthers 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$10-million 

$5,750,000 

$4,250,000 

2023-24 

$10-million 

$6,750,000 

$3,250,000 

2024-25 

$10-million 

$6,750,000 
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$3,250,000 

2025-26 

$10-million 

$6,750,000 

$3,250,000 

2026-27 

$0 

$1,750,000 

-$1,750,000 

2027-28 

$0 

$1,750,000 

-$1,750,000 

2028-29 

$0 

$1,750,000 

-$1,750,000 

2029-30 

$0 

$1,750,000 

-$1,750,000 

This is the big kahuna. Before we get into it, realistically, a Bobrovsky 
buyout is unlikely, just based on the expense involved and the length of 
the dead money commitment that a buyout would come attached to. 

For a Panthers team that just concluded a historic regular season, only to 
be swept in a second-round series where their goaltending was at a sub 
.900 save percentage level, the idea of exercising a buyout on Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s massive contract this summer has to at least be a subject of 
internal conversation. 

Especially because the club has to be mindful of preserving cap space 
for the compensation lifts that Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar will require a year from now, when their current contracts expire. 

Bobrovsky has four years remaining on a whopper contract that carries 
an annual average value of $10 million per season. While there’s some 
buyout proof signing bonuses included in every remaining year of his 
deal that make exercising a buyout less appealing, the sheer magnitude 
of the contract ensures that the club would still net some very useful 
savings in the middle of their Stanley Cup window. 

Buying out Bobrovsky’s contract would create $4.25 million in cap space 
for this upcoming season, then $3.25 million in savings for each of the 
next three years. Those savings would come at the cost of a $1.75 
million hit that the team would keep on their books for four seasons from 
2026 through to 2030. 

Replacing Bobrovsky’s on-ice contributions would surely cost the club an 
amount at least equal to what might be saved by exercising a buyout, 
which alone means the savings netted are likely insufficient to motivate 
the club to take this sort of drastic action. A retained salary transaction – 
even if the Panthers were required to retain 50 percent of the deal – 
would be preferable. 

In any event, the Bobrovsky deal is an intractable problem looming 
heavily over a promising Panthers project, one that requires a dramatic 
solution – whether it’s this summer, or in the years to come. 

Matt Murray, Ottawa Senators 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Saved 

2022-23 

$6.25 million 

$1.75 million 

$4.5 million 

2023-24 

$6.25 million 

$750,000 

$5.5 million 

2024-25 

$0 

$2.5 million 

-$2.5 million 

2025-26 

$0 

$2.5 million 

-$2.5 million 

Ottawa’s crease is crowded with three goaltenders on one-way contracts 
signed for next season in Anton Forsberg, Matt Murray and Filip 
Gustavsson. 

Forsberg is coming off a strong campaign as the Senators’ de-facto 
starter which earned him a three-year extension in March. Forsberg’s 
emergence, Matt Murray’s disappointing play, which included an AHL 
demotion, and the awkward three-goalie situation all conspire to leave 
Murray’s future uncertain. 

Dumping Murray via trade might not be easy considering his bloated cap 
hit and 10 team no-trade clause. Buying him out would provide significant 
short-term relief but it’d also come with an onerous $2.5 million penalty in 
2024-25 and 2025-26. Dead cap in those years could hurt a lot since 
those may be the Senators’ prime seasons to contend. 

In contrast, a buyout next summer would open up $5.33 million in 2023-
24 and coincide with just a single year charge of $2,666,667 the season 
after. But can the Senators afford to wait another season before 
addressing their three goalie situation? 

Marco Scandella, St. Louis Blues 

Season 

Initial Cap Hit 

Buyout Cap Hit 

Real Cash Savings 

2022-23 

$3,275,000 

$566,667 

$2,708,333 

2023-24 

$3,275,000 

$1,416,667 

$1,858,333 

2024-25 

$0 
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$1,141,667 

-$1,141,667 

2025-26 

$0 

$1,141,667 

-$1,141,667 

St. Louis is a top team but with a major issue on the left side of its top 
pair. That weakness is largely a result of Marco Scandella’s immense 
struggles next to Colton Parayko. 

As of now, the Blues are projected to have around $9-million in cap 
space with 18 players signed. It’s not the worst position to be in, but the 
club still needs to re-sign David Perron, find a second goaltender to pair 
with Jordan Binnington and perhaps even find another left-shot top-four 
defender. If St. Louis requires extra flexibility to address some of those 
needs, Scandella’s inefficient contract could make sense to jettison via 
trade. If that’s not possible, a buyout would carve out just over $2.7 
million next season and $1,858,333 the year after, with a $1,141,667 
penalty for 2024-25 and 2025-26, although one could argue that the 
Blues may be better off just keeping him if a trade isn’t possible, so as to 
avoid the dead cap hit years. 

All salary data in this piece is sourced from CapFriendly. 
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Ron MacLean loses ‘Hometown Hockey,’ will return to ‘Hockey Night in 
Canada’ 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

Ron MacLean says he will return to “Hockey Night in Canada” next 
season, but his weekly workload will be lighter, with Sportsnet confirming 
it has canceled “Rogers Hometown Hockey,” the show that hop-scotched 
the country for eight seasons. 

It was not immediately clear what the cancelation meant for co-host Tara 
Slone, who did not return a message from The Athletic on Tuesday. A 
Sportsnet spokesperson said the network does not comment on 
personnel matters “out of respect for employee privacy.” 

“There’s so much loss for some in this story,” MacLean said in an 
interview. “That’s first and foremost: I just think of those who are 
affected.” 

Sportsnet launched “Hometown Hockey” after signing its landmark 12-
year, $5.232-billion rights deal with the NHL in 2013. It was initially billed 
as a “celebration of the game,” with stops on the first tour ranging from 
Cole Harbour, N.S., to Prince George, B.C., and two dozen cities and 
towns in between. 

It was initially part of the network’s Sunday schedule, though it has 
moved to Monday. Sportsnet will continue to carry a national broadcast 
package on Monday nights next season, but it is not clear what form it 
will take, or who might be in the chair. 

MacLean, who was in a contract year this season, said he will be back, 
but on the weekends. 

“I’ll be Saturday night, for sure,” he said. “That’s the one thing that I’ll sort 
of retain, and stay part of that.” 

He said his new contract has not yet been finalized: “But we have it in — 
what is it they say? — in principle? For sure. We’re definitely committed 
to that.” 

MacLean, 62, said he had been made aware of speculation he and the 
network might have been ready to part ways. 

“I don’t know where that gets started,” he said. “But it’s just every year 
that it seems to find its legs, and every year, it’s not true. I can’t speak for 
Sportsnet, but I can speak from my end: I just think it’s an exciting time to 
be around the game.” 

Sportsnet said “Hometown Hockey” was “retiring from the road” after 
making 160 stops across Canada over almost a decade on the air. The 
network spokesperson said “the time is simply right to bring it to a natural 
close and explore new broadcast opportunities, expand our storytelling 
capabilities and evolve the viewer experience.” 

Network and industry sources who requested anonymity suggested the 
show, with its associated weekly festival, was an expensive line on the 
corporate ledger. While it offered political and marketing benefits in 
carrying the Rogers banner into towns across Canada, it became difficult 
to justify in an era of cuts. 

And after making that many stops, some regions had already been 
spotlighted more than once. 

“We had kind of maxed out,” said MacLean. “There is a truth in that. We 
had gone hither and yon, and I’m not sure it was going to be easy to 
generate a tour that was fresh.” 

Sportsnet moved MacLean into the role after it named George 
Stroumboulopoulos as its new main host of Hockey Night. When the 
transition was announced in March 2014, four months after Sportsnet 
won its national NHL deal, it was seen as MacLean passing the torch. 

“Don’t screw this up, it’s a big show,” MacLean said on the dais during 
the official media launch event, as Stroumboulopoulos chuckled. (A 
report in The Globe and Mail would later suggest Sportsnet had moved 
MacLean away from the marquee broadcast on Saturday night partly 
because of his “fractious relationship” with NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman.) 

MacLean continued his work as co-host of “Coach’s Corner,” with Don 
Cherry, and traveled across the country for the new show on the 
weekends. He said fatigue was never an issue. 

“You feed off the energy,” he said on Tuesday. “It’s like the Stanley Cup: 
It’s roughly 60 days, but there is the bedlam inside the building. Just the 
joy.” 

Each week, he said the hosts would meet local officials, from politicians 
to hockey coaches. Sometimes they would shake hands and, as with a 
senior hockey team in Prince Rupert, B.C., they would tip a few adult 
beverages while talking shop. 

“If you look at the Stanley Cup roster of Colorado, and the Canadian 
makeup of that team, we were in every town,” said MacLean. “All these 
little nooks and crannies of the country: We were there. You got to meet 
the parents, you got to hear who the coach was.” 

In addition to her role as co-host, Slone, who is also lead singer of the 
Canadian rock band “Joydrop,” launched a new show for Sportsnet 
during the pandemic. In “Top of Her Game,” a 30-minute weekly 
interview program, Slone highlighted women who impacted sports on and 
off the field. 

It was not immediately clear whether she will continue with the network. 
Sources indicated that some layoffs were taking place at Sportsnet on 
Tuesday. 

The network spokesperson said Sportsnet would share its broadcast 
plans for Monday nights “closer to the start of the 2022-23 regular 
season.” 

MacLean took a moment to look back at the show that was canceled. 

“It was a chance to meet, one-to-one, with everybody who loves the 
game and kind of thinks of Saturday night as their night,” he said. “It was 
a really lucky thing to make it a first-hand experience instead of a 
second-hand experience. I was grateful for that.” 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings way-too-early edition - Where do the 
Avalanche, Lightning, every other team land? 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The Colorado Avalanche dethroned the Tampa Bay Lightning to become 
the NHL's 2022 Stanley Cup champions. Hats off to the Avalanche! Well 
done, Lightning, on almost three-peating! 

While Colorado gets to enjoy its parade, we're already turning the page. 

Here are our way-too-early NHL Power Rankings for the 2022-23 
season. Plus, before the fun of free agency begins on July 13, we're 
making one recommendation for each club on how it can improve its 
prospects heading into next season. 

Don't worry, Colorado is high on the list as a potential repeat champ. 
Where does everyone else fall in line with only three months (not that 
we're counting) until the puck drops on the 2022-23 season? Find out 
below. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another, and those results 
are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Stanley Cup odds courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

2021-22 record: 56-19-7, 119 points 

Result: Won Stanley Cup 

2023 Cup odds: +450 

Move to make: Re-sign Valeri Nichushkin 

Nichushkin had a career-best regular season and excellent playoffs. The 
pending unrestricted free agent deserves a significant raise from the two-
year, $5 million deal about to expire. Colorado should pay up. Nichushkin 
is a perfect fit for the Avalanche, and he'll be more affordable than fellow 
pending UFA Nazem Kadri. Nichushkin stepped up when Kadri was out 
late in the postseason, and at 27, he's four years younger than Kadri. In 
Nichushkin, you're getting a high-end, 200-foot player who has room to 
grow. General manager Joe Sakic knows what to do. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

2021-22 record: 51-23-8, 110 points 

Result: Lost in Stanley Cup Final 

2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Get some rest 

Seriously. Tampa Bay needs a break. Breathe. Reset. Figure out what's 
next for this franchise. Then start answering the big questions: Is this 
team capable of another Stanley Cup run? Is it time for a more significant 
retooling, particularly on the defensive side? Is there enough depth 
overall? The Lightning have been on a high these past two offseasons. 
Sitting in some disappointment can provide perspective. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

2021-22 record: 54-21-7, 115 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Trade Petr Mrazek 

Mrazek's three-year, $11.4 million contract (which includes a 10-team no-
move clause) is aging poorly with two seasons to go. Also, Toronto is up 
against the salary cap with no starting goaltender signed for next season. 
Somehow, GM Kyle Dubas has to get out from under Mrazek. The 
veteran was injured too often last season and hardly stellar when he did 
play (12-6-0, .888 save percentage, 3.34 goals-against average). Toronto 
will need serious cap space to lock up a long-term No. 1 goalie, whether 

that's Jack Campbell or someone else. Finding a new home for Mrazek -- 
and adding a backup for a lower cap hit -- would help there. 

4. New York Rangers 

2021-22 record: 52-24-6, 110 points 

Result: Lost in Eastern Conference finals 

2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Keep Kaapo Kakko 

It was weird that coach Gerard Gallant scratched Kakko in Game 6 of the 
Eastern Conference finals. And even Gallant acknowledged after that 
loss it was a "possibility" the restricted free agent could have played his 
final game with the team. We've seen young, talented (and 
underappreciated) players receive offer sheets before. Kakko could 
easily be next. Given how Gallant treated him amid a decent overall 
postseason might make leaving seem favorable. It wouldn't be for New 
York. The Rangers must repair the relationship and get a deal done. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

2021-22 record: 54-20-8, 116 points 

Result: Lost in second round 

2023 Cup odds: +1000 

Move to make: Explore the goalie market (again) 

Frederik Andersen had a stellar regular season -- until he was, again, 
derailed by injury. Andersen missed all of Carolina's postseason run 
because of a knee issue, another ill-timed injury like those populating his 
past. Questions were raised about whether Andersen could have 
returned (at less than 100%) for the Hurricanes but didn't. How is the 
rapport between team and player there? Then there's Antti Raanta, who 
had his own injury woes. Can Carolina trust Andersen and Raanta to be 
a tandem again next season? Is Andersen's health an issue? The 
Hurricanes might have due diligence to conduct on the open market 
either way. 

6. Florida Panthers 

2021-22 record: 58-18-6, 122 points 

Result: Lost in second round 

2023 Cup odds: +900 

Move to make: Find their next Claude Giroux 

Will Florida be able to re-sign pending UFA Giroux? Will they want to? 
The Panthers felt acquiring Giroux at the trade deadline was important 
despite already being the NHL's highest-scoring team. All that production 
dried up come the playoffs, in which the Panthers were also an 
inexcusable 1-for-31 on the power play. If Florida has any doubt its 
regular season offense was a mirage, then adding -- or keeping -- a 
reliable top-six scorer should be prioritized. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

2021-22 record: 43-31-8, 94 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Decide on a starting goalie 

Vegas dealt with heavy goaltending drama late last season. Robin 
Lehner played hurt and eventually underwent surgery. Laurent Brossoit 
was injured, too. Rookie Logan Thompson was a great story trying to get 
Vegas to the postseason with a 4-1-3 record, .905 SV% and 2.77 GAA 
down the stretch. The Golden Knights need a No. 1 to reliably stabilize 
the position long term under new head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

2021-22 record: 49-27-6, 104 points 

Result: Lost in Western Conference finals 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 29, 2022 

 

2023 Cup odds: +1200 

Move to make: Take care of your own 

Edmonton has a lot to do this summer. Priority one should be pending 
RFAs Ryan McLeod, Jesse Puljujarvi and Kailer Yamamoto. GM Ken 
Holland said he had to figure out if Puljujarvi is part of the Oilers' future, 
and why not? Puljujarvi skated in the top six, took some much-needed 
strides and can own a checking line role. McLeod showed significant 
improvements the past eight months. And Yamamoto is as capable a 
forward as Puljujarvi in terms of versatility. Before Holland thinks about 
re-signing Evander Kane or finding Mike Smith's replacement in net, 
focus should be on securing the Oilers' homegrown talent. 

9. Minnesota Wild 

2021-22 record: 53-22-7, 113 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +1600 

Move to make: Trade Kevin Fiala 

Fiala could be a useful player on many teams. His biggest value to 
Minnesota is on the trade block. GM Bill Guerin wants Marc-Andre Fleury 
back. That won't come cheaply. Guerin acquired Tyson Jost at the 
deadline. He extended Jordan Greenway. Guerin has spent (limited) Wild 
cap space, but not on Fiala. And there's only about $8 million to spare 
going into next season. Fiala is a 25-year-old pending RFA who just 
completed a 33-goal regular season. Someone out there needs him. 
Guerin's job is to find the fit. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

2021-22 record: 49-22-11, 109 points 

Result: Lost in second round 

2023 Cup odds: +1600 

Move to make: Extend David Perron 

Did anyone expect Perron to be St. Louis' leading scorer in the playoffs? 
Nine goals and 13 points in 12 games says he was. Even at 34, Perron is 
a worthy investment for the Blues. There's natural curiosity about how 
GM Doug Armstrong will navigate the Vladimir Tarasenko trade request 
situation and whether he can shed Marco Scandella's contract. Perron is 
a layup. He loves being in St. Louis, and vice versa. Perron is productive, 
a strong leader and all-around asset. Done deal. 

11. Calgary Flames 

2021-22 record: 50-21-11, 111 points 

Result: Lost in second round 

2023 Cup odds: +1800 

Move to make: Re-sign Johnny Gaudreau 

This is so easy. Calgary needs Gaudreau. He's not wearing a "C" but he 
could be. Gaudreau is the Flames' best player, the face of their franchise 
and an exceptional all-around talent. The season he just had playing with 
Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm showed how Gaudreau has 
evolved into a more effective two-way player. This is Gaudreau at his 
best. To let him walk in free agency would be a mistake. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

2021-22 record: 46-25-11, 103 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +2000 

Move to make: Secure the top six (i.e., keep Evgeni Malkin) 

Pittsburgh had a fantastic first line last season in Sidney Crosby, Jake 
Guentzel and Bryan Rust. What the Penguins lacked was a 
complementary second unit that could be just as effective come playoff 
time. Malkin remains their best option at center there; all he needs is a 
new contract. Then, Ron Hextall has to find the correct wingers. Malkin is 

best paired with guys who can hold onto the puck, cycle and score 
greasy goals. 

13. Dallas Stars 

2021-22 record: 46-30-7, 98 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +4000 

Move to make: Let DeBoer guide the way 

Dallas' primary offseason issue was whether Rick Bowness should 
continue behind the bench. That question was answered when Bowness 
was fired and subsequently replaced by Peter DeBoer. Now the Stars 
need to start taking notes. Dallas has been wildly inconsistent the past 
couple of seasons, but there are great players in place. Goaltender Jake 
Oettinger is a cornerstone. RFA Jason Robertson will get his deal done. 
Miro Heiskanen is a top-tier blueliner. DeBoer just has to put the puzzle 
back together. He deserves support from the top down in doing it his 
way. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 record: 44-27-11, 99 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +2500 

Move to make: Add some bite 

Los Angeles could use a little sandpaper. Outside of Carl Grundstrom, 
the Kings don't have many grinder types. It showed through against 
Edmonton in their first-round playoff series, in which the Oilers badly 
outhit Los Angeles and seemed to make the Kings more hesitant to 
engage. Edmonton is a skill team that can challenge physically; Los 
Angeles should emulate that. Maybe it's a mindset shift, maybe it comes 
via new personnel. For years, the Kings were fearsome on the ice. 
Bringing back some heaviness goes a long way. 

15. Boston Bruins 

2021-22 record: 51-26-5, 107 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +1800 

Move to make: Shore up the center position 

Whether Patrice Bergeron plays again or not, Boston has to address its 
center depth. Erik Haula and Charlie Coyle are fine, but the Bruins need 
a long-term, top-end talent who can eventually replace Bergeron. Clearly, 
a No. 1 center isn't easy to find and Boston has Jack Studnicka in the 
wings. The Bruins don't have a great deal of time to get better down the 
middle. GM Don Sweeney has to start now. 

16. Nashville Predators 

2021-22 record: 45-30-7, 97 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +5000 

Move to make: Get Juuse Saros some help 

Forget free agent Filip Forsberg for a moment. Nashville really needs a 
capable No. 2 netminder. Saros was the Predators' unquestioned MVP 
last season, and without him, their postseason hopes went belly up. 
David Rittich was awful in relief. Third-stringer Connor Ingram gave it a 
go, but Colorado had an easy sweep. GM David Poile will try to settle the 
dollars and cents to bring back Forsberg. Tougher -- but just as important 
-- is targeting the right complement in net. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

2021-22 record: 40-30-12, 92 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +6000 
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Move to make: Identify a third-line center 

Vancouver is on the clock. The Canucks have nine forward contracts 
expiring over the next two seasons. There are tough decisions to come in 
a salary-cap world. Most immediately, the Canucks need to round out 
their center depth. Can it be with Jason Dickinson, who underwhelmed 
after Vancouver signed him to a three-year, $7.95 million contract last 
August? If not, then who? The Canucks have a talented young roster that 
should be challenging for a playoff berth. Stability down the middle is key. 

18. New York Islanders 

2021-22 record: 37-35-10, 84 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +4000 

Move to make: Drill down on defense 

The Islanders have five defensemen under contract for 2022-23. That's 
not ideal. Zdeno Chara might not be back; ditto Andy Greene. Noah 
Dobson and Sebastian Aho require new deals. Even having them back in 
the fold requires further masterminding from GM Lou Lamoriello. The 
Islanders need a solid top-four rotation at least. Does that come through 
trades? Free agency? 

19. Washington Capitals 

2021-22 record: 44-26-12, 100 points 

Result: Lost in first round 

2023 Cup odds: +3000 

Move to make: Address holes in the top six 

The Capitals are looking for reinforcements. Nicklas Backstrom recently 
had hip surgery and faces a "lengthy" recovery process. Tom Wilson 
underwent knee surgery and is expected to miss six to eight months. 
Those are two top-six contributors who could be unavailable until halfway 
through next season. Washington's window to win another Stanley Cup 
won't be open for long. Alex Ovechkin won't be this elite forever. And he 
can't do it all alone for the Capitals. GM Brian MacLellan should be 
scouring the trade and free-agent markets for help. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

2021-22 record: 31-37-14, 76 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Bolster scoring depth 

The Ducks are noticeably top-heavy. Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras 
eclipsed the 60-point plateau last season. Cam Fowler and Adam 
Henrique hit 42 points each. To escape the ongoing rebuild, Anaheim 
needs more offensive production. Rickard Rakell is gone. Ryan Getzlaf 
has retired. Who replaces their contributions? What more can GM Pat 
Verbeek add to make the Ducks dangerous? Zegras and Terry are great 
talents who will only improve with more skill players around them. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

2021-22 record: 39-32-11, 89 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +5000 

Move to make: Trade Blake Wheeler 

Winnipeg is at an interesting crossroads. Pierre-Luc Dubois is mulling 
whether he wants to stay long term with the Jets. Mark Scheifele sounds 
increasingly negative about his own future in Winnipeg. Oh, and they still 
don't have a coach. Where are the Jets going here? Trading Wheeler 
sends a message. It's nothing against Wheeler or what he has delivered 
for Winnipeg. The Jets simply have to chart another course. The path 
they've been on in recent seasons hasn't produced meaningful results. 
Moving Wheeler opens the door for a new direction and new voices to 
emerge. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

2021-22 record: 32-40-10, 74 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Splashy signing(s) on D 

Detroit gave up the second-most goals last season (310) and seriously 
lacked for defensive depth after Calder Trophy winner Moritz Seider. It's 
because of Seider that GM Steve Yzerman should make waves beefing 
up the rest of his defense. Serious improvements are needed and it's not 
a patch-and-dash situation. Danny DeKeyser's contract is up. So is Marc 
Staal's. Now is the time to give this D corps a full makeover. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

2021-22 record: 27-46-9, 63 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Stack the staff 

Obviously, New Jersey is another team looking for a proper starting 
goaltender. But another game-changing decision to come involves the 
coaches. The Devils didn't bring back assistants Alain Nasreddine and 
Mark Recchi. That means the Devils' defense and power play will be 
under new management. Players are one thing, but the right coaches 
make a difference in how well that talent executes. New Jersey wanted a 
change. Whom can they bet on to turn the tide? 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

2021-22 record: 37-38-7, 81 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Ink Patrik Laine to a new deal 

If Laine was sincere this spring in saying he wants to stay in Columbus, 
the Blue Jackets should get a long-term deal done ASAP. It's no secret 
Columbus has had retention issues in the past with top-tier talents. Laine 
will put butts in the seats (and raise them back out with many, many 
goals). Maybe we haven't even seen the best of Laine yet. If he can keep 
improving in a stable environment, that's a win for everyone. The Blue 
Jackets should covet those who covet being with them. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

2021-22 record: 28-42-12, 68 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Sign an NHL goalie 

It's incredible that Chicago does not have an NHL goaltender under 
contract. How does that happen? Point being, GM Kyle Davidson needs 
to fill out his goaltending depth chart ASAP. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

2021-22 record: 32-39-11, 75 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Franchise goaltender needed 

It's a theme for teams that don't make the playoffs: Goaltenders wanted. 
Buffalo is on the lookout for a new No. 1. Craig Anderson was an 
incredible story last season, but he's not a long-term solution. This 
franchise is on the upswing again -- or it will be with some consistency in 
the crease. The Sabres scrolled through six different goalies in 2021-22 
and only two of them had a save percentage north of .900. That can't be 
the case again next season. 
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27. San Jose Sharks 

2021-22 record: 32-37-13, 77 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +8000 

Move to make: Pick the right GM 

San Jose lucked out having a successful long-term general manager like 
Doug Wilson. Now the Sharks have to find his successor. Interim GM Joe 
Will has been handling recent business, which gives San Jose time to 
reflect on who best can fill Wilson's shoes. San Jose is turning its keys 
over for the first time in almost 20 years. This is a monumental move that 
they have to get right. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

2021-22 record: 25-46-11, 61 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +12500 

Move to make: Make a play for Nazem Kadri 

Listen. We all want to see John Tortorella coaching Kadri. Purely from a 
personality perspective, it could be great theatre. But Kadri could 
seriously help the Flyers in a big way. He's coming off a career regular 
season and just won a Stanley Cup. Kadri deserves to cash in on a long-
term deal, and he's the type of personality Flyer fans will love having after 
a tough couple of years for the franchise. 

29. Montreal Canadiens 

2021-22 record: 22-49-11, 55 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Trade Jeff Petry 

It wouldn't be easy for GM Kent Hughes to move Petry and the three 
years remaining (at $6.25 million per season) on his contract. But it 
would be the best thing for everyone. Petry is a constant source of trade 
rumors, and the saga has gone on long enough. If Montreal can find a 
suitor for the defenseman, it'd clear up some cap space and continue the 
rebuild in earnest. And Petry would get a fresh start. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

2021-22 record: 33-42-7, 73 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +10000 

Move to make: Part with Matt Murray 

The Matt Murray era in Ottawa has been dramatic and mostly 
unsuccessful. The Senators' best option moving forward would be finding 
another partner for Anton Forsberg. Easier said than done, of course. 
Murray has a 10-team no-trade list and is only halfway through his four-
year, $25 million contract. However, there are plenty of teams in the 
market for goaltenders. Ottawa would have to retain some salary, but the 
right trade partner could be out there. It would be a weight off the 
Senators to close that chapter and open a new door for Murray to 
rebound. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

2021-22 record: 27-49-6, 60 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +15000 

Move to make: Draft like a champion 

GM Ron Francis stated his commitment to "building a team through the 
draft." Time for Francis to do it. He's got 12 picks to work with (so far) in 
the 2022 draft, five of which are in the first and second round. Francis 

has to hit on those to achieve his ultimate goal of crafting a contender via 
the slow and steady route. It will take years before draftees turn into 
impact players, but if Francis can inject hope into the team -- and fan 
base -- for a bright future ahead, that'll be a win. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

2021-22 record: 25-50-7, 57 points 

Result: Missed playoffs 

2023 Cup odds: +25000 

Move to make: Have some fun 

It's going to be strange watching NHL games in a (comparatively) tiny 
college arena. The Coyotes have to lean into the weirdness and make it 
a good time -- whatever that looks like. Capitalizing on the uniqueness of 
their long-term arena uncertainty is a good way to take some of the 
pressure off questions about this organization's future -- and the many 
dramas surrounding this ongoing project in Tempe. Sometimes the best 
defense is a good offense. 
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With the Stanley Cup handed out, tee times booked and now the draft 
and free agency on the horizon, the silly season is about to really kick 
into high gear in the NHL. 

As we call it around these parts, GM Week is about to kick off, and that 
includes all you armchairs out there calculating what your favourite team 
could, or should, do. 

With the off-season comes the renewed outlook for trades to occur, and 
next week's draft is usually a great incubator for swaps, this year 
especially since everyone will be back under the same roof and on the 
same floor in Montreal. 

But trades can really start happening any time now and we know there 
are a number of teams unhappy with how their seasons went or finished, 
who now are motivated to shake things up and try a new approach. 

So, we'll begin with a list of 15 off-season trade candidates whose names 
you're going to hear as the rumour mill kicks into high gear. We'll update 
this list as news develops. 

Alex DeBrincat, Chicago Blackhawks 

When Kyle Davidson was introduced as the full-time GM of the 
Blackhawks back in March, the term "rebuild" was thrown around to 
describe his plan on how to get the franchise back on a winning track. 
The hiring of Luke Richardson as the team's next head coach also 
indicates this will be the direction of choice, as Richardson is recognized 
as a great teacher for a younger core. 

Trading DeBrincat is no easy choice though. Fresh off the second 41-
goal campaign of his career, DeBrincat is still just 24 years old and a 
youngster himself who could still be a key contributor for the Hawks on 
the other side of their rebuild. He has a great rapport with Patrick Kane 
as well, who has one year left on his own contract with a decision 
looming on if he has a future in Chicago. What Davidson does with 
DeBrincat could have a major impact on Kane, too. 

“I’ve developed some chemistry with DeBrincat over the years, so if he’s 
here and he’s a big piece, that makes it easier for me too, right, because 
I’m playing with him every day and he’s such a good player, and it makes 
it fun to be out there with him. We’ll see how it shakes out, though," Kane 
said about the prospect of playing through a rebuild this late in his career. 
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To trade DeBrincat, or not to trade DeBrincat. It's a debate without an 
obvious answer as the Hawks try to shift gears. If DeBrincat does get 
traded, though, the return will have to be a doozy. 

DeBrincat has one more year left on his contract before becoming an 
RFA, at which point he will be one year away from being eligible for UFA 
status. 

J.T. Miller, Vancouver Canucks 

Fresh off a career-best 99-point season, Miller has one more year left on 
a deal paying $5.25 million before a salary increase comes next summer, 
perhaps via free agency. 

The Canucks will want to get an idea sooner than later if Miller can be 
kept for a reasonable rate, or if they have to move on to Plan B. The new 
regime has a stated goal of clearing cap room, and while Miller isn't a 
player you trade just for the payroll space he'd open up, you have to be 
cautious what his next contract will come in at. 

"(Miller's camp) are not surprised at these reports the Canucks are 
listening on Miller. In fact one source told me the Canucks have been 
listening to teams on Miller since February," said Rick Dhaliwal on 
Donnie and Dhali. "This clearly tells me the two sides are far apart on 
Miller and his worth on a new deal." 

Projections have Miller up over $8 million and, in some cases, even over 
$9 million on an extension. It wouldn't be ideal for a team in need of a re-
tool to begin next season with an unsigned Miller still on the roster and 
seemingly forced into a position to deal him under a deadline, so if no 
extension is signed by the opening of free agency on July 13, perhaps 
this kicks into high gear. 

And maybe it turns into a draft day trade. 

There will certainly be no shortage of suitors for a versatile winger/centre 
coming off such a productive season, and who also plays with a gritty, 
playoff-friendly edge. 

"Now that Washington has lost (Nicklas) Backstrom and nobody seems 
to know what the timeline is, what are they going to do?" Elliotte 
Friedman asked Donnie and Dhali. "I've heard (Nazem) Kadri's name 
connected to the Capitals, I've heard Miller's name connected to the 
Capitals, but I think Washington is just starting to figure out, 'What are we 
going to do here?' I wouldn't be surprised if he's the kind of guy that's on 
their radar." 

Brock Boeser, Vancouver Canucks 

As the management team wants to cut its salary commitment, they also 
face an interesting discussion around Boeser, a 25-year-old goal scorer 
due a $7.5 million qualifying offer next month. To clear one thing up, the 
team told Sportsnet's Iain MacIntyre they wouldn't leave Boeser 
unqualified and able to walk via unrestricted free agency this summer. 

But a trade is not out of the question, especially if Miller signs. If one of 
Miller or Boeser re-ups with term, it's not as obvious where else the 
Canucks could meaningfully shave off some cap. Two important players 
to the path forward, yes, but also -- potentially -- key to being able to 
return to Vancouver a couple pieces that can help bring the franchise 
back to contending in the long run. Reports indicate there is, 
unsurprisingly, an interested market for both players. 

The deadline for qualifying offers falls on July 11. 

Conor Garland, Vancouver Canucks 

OK last Canucks player here, but there are three of them because we 
fully expect the team will change to a marked degree this summer but 
there are multiple options as to how that occurs. 

If neither, or just one, of Boeser or Miller moves, Garland is the next best 
trade candidate due to his combination of attractive contract, skill and 
potential market to return the Canucks pieces they value enough. A 
complementary top-six winger, Garland scored 19 goals and 52 points 
this season and he's cost effective with a $4.95 million cap hit that runs 
another four years. Of course, theoretically, such a manageable contract 
is attractive to keep around. 

The addition of Andrei Kuzmenko last week doesn't necessarily indicate 
the Canucks are leaning in one direction or another in trade. Kuzmenko 

gives them added depth and a stronger top-nine at the very least. He 
does crowd the wing though, and so along with Garland it's important to 
also mention Tanner Pearson ($3.25 million cap hit for two years) as 
another trade possibility. 

John Gibson, Anaheim Ducks 

You're going to get different opinions about Gibson on such a basic 
question as: Is he even that good anymore? 

In trade availability speculation, though, the only opinion that matters is 
Anaheim's and you know they will be looking for a good haul if moving 
the soon-to-be 29-year-old netminder who's under contract another five 
years. 

It's becoming a yearly tradition that Gibson's name pops up in trade talk, 
as the Ducks sag in the standings and his age ticks up. From 2014-15 
through 2018-19, Gibson's cumulative .921 save percentage was 
second-best among all goalies with at least 100 games played. In the 
three seasons since he has a .904 save rate -- 20th among 22 keepers 
with at least 100 games played in that time, and below league average. 

Is that some sort of decline, or a result of getting a heavy workload 
behind a weakening team? 

And who will care to spend the required assets, and take on the $6.4 
million cap hit commitment through 2026-27 to find out? Gibson has 
some control of the situation, too, with a 10-team no-trade list. And while 
he denied requesting a trade out of Anaheim, the Ducks have new 
management in place now that could be open to a new path. 

"I do think that Gibson knows the Ducks have decisions to make about 
the direction of their team and he knows that there's teams out there 
looking for goaltenders," Elliotte Friedman told NHL Network. "My sense 
of what it is, is if the Ducks want to do something and it takes Gibson's 
permission they'll just eventually go to him. I'm just not convinced yet that 
(general manager) Pat Verbeek sees trading John Gibson as the right 
move for the team." 

Kevin Fiala, Minnesota Wild 

The Wild had to take a good crack at a Cup run this season because, 
beginning next season, the cap crunch really kicks in. Due to the buyouts 
of Zach Parise and Ryan Suter, the Wild will have a $12.7 million penalty 
in 2022-23, followed by two years with a $14.7 million penalty. The team 
walks into this summer with just $6.5 million in projected cap space, 18 
skaters and one goalie signed. Hopeful, too, that Marc-Andre Fleury can 
return. 

So, not a great time for an 85-point, 25-year-old winger to come due for a 
raise. 

While Fiala is coming off his best regular season yet, he also wrapped 
his second straight underwhelming post-season, with just one goal and 
five points in 13 games over the past two playoffs. He may now find 
himself as the odd man out. 

“Well, actually, there’s no other answer than we’ll see. I don’t know," 
Fiala said about his future with the team after the Wild were eliminated 
from the playoffs. "We just lost and there’s (been) no conversation yet 
and not in these two days either, so we’ll see.” 

Interestingly, there could be a path to keeping Fiala, but that one might 
entail instead trading another yearly rumour mill occupant, Matt Dumba, 
whose $6 million contract expires after next season. This may be the 
decision facing GM Bill Guerin. 

But when discussing Fiala's trade candidacy, it's important to also 
mention that winger Matt Boldy will be an RFA next season and that 
Marco Rossi is on the way. Reinforcements are coming up front. 

MacKenzie Blackwood, New Jersey Devils 

The one-time goalie of the future dealt with injury this year and now has 
two campaigns of lacklustre play behind him. 

With the Devils seeking to have a competition at this position and 
needing to fix their most glaring weakness, Blackwood could still hold 
some trade value to a buyer who sees the potential and upside that still 
exists for the 25-year-old. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 29, 2022 

 

"Trying to support him in what we felt he needed over the past two years 
at free agency time was important," Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald said at his 
season-end conference. "Unfortunately, with the injury this year, him 
feeling 100 per cent never got there. That's OK. There's a clean slate 
right now. 

"We just want him to be 100 per cent, and feel 100 per cent, believe he's 
100 per cent going into the off-season. MacKenzie is a very confident kid, 
which I love, and he wants to be our goalie." 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida Panthers 

Three years into the massive, seven-year contract Bobrovsky signed with 
the Panthers, could the team now be looking to move on from him in 
trade? 

“Florida is pushing Bobrovsky hard,” Nick Kypreos recently said on the 
“Real Kyper & Bourne” show. “In terms of takers, who needs a goalie, 
and we are willing to hold cash back. And I’m told as much as 50 per 
cent. 

"They've got cap issues as much as anyone." 

If you're a fan of a goalie-needy team, would you take Bobrovsky if 
Florida retained half his salary and he was coming in at $5 million? He 
had a bounce-back .913 save percentage season for the Presidents' 
Trophy winners and wasn't to blame for their post-season loss (look more 
to a disappearing offence and power play for that). But he'll also be 34 by 
the time next season starts and still have four years to play out on his 
contract. 

It's key to note, too, that Bobrovsky has a full no-movement clause and 
thus is in full control of the situation. 

Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes 

Seth Jarvis was one of the best stories of this NHL season, as the 13th 
overall pick from 2020 hit with a 17-goal, 40-point season in 68 games as 
a rookie. His quick ascension, it seems, has left open the possibility that 
another first-rounder could find his way to the trade block if the right offer 
is made. 

Necas, the 12th overall pick from 2017, played 10 more games than 
Jarvis and finished with the same point total, but also saw his time on ice 
drop this season. It dropped further in the playoffs, where Necas was 
shut out, compared to Jarvis, who continued to excel with three goals 
and eight points in 14 games. 

While Jarvis has two years left on his ELC, Necas is a 23-year-old RFA 
this summer and seemingly a candidate for a bridge deal. 

Jakob Chychrun, Arizona Coyotes 

A popular trade candidate who was discussed plenty around this 
season's trade deadline, the belief still is the Coyotes want to move the 
24-year-old defenceman. It was a down year offensively for Chychrun, 
who only played in 47 games, but that follows an 18-goal campaign that 
really showed off his two-way presence. 

When Gabriel Landeskog was asked after Colorado's Cup win what other 
teams could take away from their championship, the captain quipped 
"find your Cale Makar somewhere," a wild goose chase for a rare talent. 
And while Chychrun isn't exactly Makar -- who is a very unique and 
special player -- he does bring immense upside, is still very young, and 
under contract at a $4.6 million cap hit for another three years. This is the 
kind of player other GMs drool over. 

The Coyotes are about to move into a roughly 5,000-seat arena for a 
couple of years and are embracing a deep rebuild. While smacking a 
home run on a Chychrun return will be a priority this off-season, we 
should also mention Lawson Crouse here as a possible trade target as 
well, as the 25-year-old comes off his career-best season (20 goals, 34 
points) and is an arbitration-eligible RFA. 

Tyson Barrie, Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers must find a way to clear some salary cap space this off-
season if they have any hope of keeping Evander Kane, or replacing him, 
while also addressing the team's netminding situation. And that's before 
considering improving the depth up front, too. 

There are potential avenues for GM Ken Holland to do that, such as 
buying out Zack Kassian, or if Duncan Keith decides to retire (though 
there's no indication yet he's leaning that way). Trading offensive 
defenceman Barrie is another possible option. 

With Evan Bouchard ready for an increased role and the next wave of 
youngsters, such as Philip Broberg, ready to push for spots as well, 
Barrie could become something of a casualty here. He makes $4.5 
million against the cap for another two seasons and if the goal is to just 
drop his cap hit and accept whatever offers come along to accomplish 
that, there should be some suitors for an offensive defenceman who can 
quarterback the power play and be counted on for at least 40 points. 

Pavel Zacha, New Jersey Devils 

His name popped up a few times on Jeff Marek's in-season trade 
candidates list and as the Devils move into an off-season where they 
have plenty of possible moves available (Blackwood and the second 
overall pick to name two), we should expect him to stay there as GM 
Tom Fitzgerald charts the path ahead, with a desire to improve in net and 
on the blue line. 

The sixth overall pick from 2015, Zacha hasn't fully hit on his potential on 
offence but did post a career-best 36 points this season, which followed a 
35-point season in the shortened calendar. With Jack Hughes and Nico 
Hischier cemented in their roles as the top two centres on the team, it 
leaves the RFA Zacha as a potentially expendable part in the right deal -- 
although running it back and having that centre depth isn't a bad option 
either. 

Jeff Petry, Montreal Canadiens 

A lot of things either never got going, or took a while to start up, in 
Montreal this season and Petry was one player who started slowly before 
he finally began to come around again. The defenceman had just two 
points in the first quarter of the season before missing some time. It 
wasn't until Martin St. Louis was hired behind the bench that Petry 
returned to form, finishing as the league's 23rd-highest scoring 
defenceman after the coaching change. 

The Canadiens, like the Devils, have options to re-tool this summer, and 
finding a new home for Petry may be one of them. 

"Hughes is not waiting for anything on that front. Whether Petry wants to 
stay or go — and it’s still believed it’s his preference to go — Hughes 
intends to trade him and replace him via free agency," Sportsnet's own 
Eric Engels wrote about the situation in a season-ending mailbag last 
month. 

Petry, 34, has three years remaining on a contract that pays $6.25 million 
against the cap and is able to submit a list of 15 teams to which he would 
not accept a trade. 

Semyon Varlamov, NY Islanders 

While Igor Shesterkin, Juuse Saros and Jacob Markstrom earned Vezina 
finalist nods, Andrei Vasilevskiy played to his identity as the world's best 
goalie in the playoffs, and even Frederik Andersen generated a little 
award buzz, the Islanders' Ilya Sorokin flew under the radar a bit with 
what he did in 52 games this season. Finishing with a .925 save 
percentage and 2.40 GAA, Sorokin was actually second in the league to 
Shesterkin by Goals Saved Above Average. 

Sorokin will be 27 at the start of next season, is signed for another two 
years with a $4 million cap hit, and is a star on the rise. 

That leaves open the possibility of a Varlamov trade. 

The 34-year-old Varlamov will be entering the final year of his contract 
paying a $5 million AAV and with a number of teams in need of a goalie 
upgrade, the market may be just right for GM Lou Lamoriello to get 
something back that he needs, and fully commit to Sorokin as the team's 
No. 1 stopper going forward. 

Matt Murray, Ottawa Senators 

The Senators don't have the best history of drafting goaltenders -- an 
area they're focusing on improving, as outlined here by Wayne Scanlan -- 
but right now they have three NHL-quality netminders on the roster with 
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Murray, Filip Gustavsson and Anton Forsberg. None are waiver exempt 
anymore. 

So, while Senators GM Pierre Dorion has said his team could go into 
next season with three netminders on the roster, that's a situation which 
almost never works out as roster space pinches due to injuries, and 
workloads become erratic. 

Forsberg, who could have been an in-season trade candidate but was 
instead re-signed to a three-year deal with a $2.75 million cap hit, seems 
part of the plan now, while the 24-year-old Gustavsson has one year left 
on a cheap deal. Murray, then, appears the odd man out. 

"The only prediction I feel super comfortable making is no matter what 
happens I think Anton Forsberg is Ottawa's opening night starter. That's 
even if Murray is in the equation," The Athletic's Ian Mendes said on the 
Jeff Marek Show last week. "I do think the trade is probably best for 
everybody involved. I know for a fact there were hurt feelings certainly 
from the player's side on the AHL demotion." 

Murray, who has had trouble staying healthy and then performing when 
on the ice, still has two years remaining on a contract that pays $6.25 
million against the cap, so the Sens would likely have to retain some of 
that salary to find a taker. And, once again, with a lower cost there could 
be interest as the need for goalies abounds at various places across the 
league. 

If a trade can't be had, the other option for Ottawa is to buy out Murray's 
contract, though that would leave a cap charge on the books for an extra 
two years, perhaps when the Senators are ready to start paying up for a 
roster they expect to win. 

Matt Murray's buyout picture, per Cap Friendly. 

HONOURABLE MENTIONS 

Our trade candidates list will be updated early this off-season as rumours 
mature and others pop up. In the meantime, these are some other names 
to monitor on the trade market as their futures could be determined by 
what occurs over the next couple of weeks. 

David Pastrnak, Boston; Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary; Patrick Kane, 
Chicago; Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler, Winnipeg; Anthony 
Beauvillier, NY Islanders; Tyler Bertuzzi, Detroit; Ivan Provorov, 
Philadelphia; Matt Dumba, Minnesota; Jordan Binnington, St. Louis; 
Brent Burns, San Jose; Petr Mrazek, Toronto; Jonathan Drouin, 
Montreal; Patric Hornqvist, Florida. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' support of Alfredsson's HHOF bid signals 
cultural shift in organization 

 

Wayne Scanlan June 28, 2022, 1:56 PM 

 

Ottawa Senators co-founder Cyril Leeder was 6,000 feet in the air, riding 
a hot air balloon in France at the time former Senators captain Daniel 
Alfredsson was announced as a Hockey Hall of Fame inductee.  

The Leeder anecdote, which he noted on Twitter with a 'where were you 
when Alfie got in the Hall?' segment, seems like a fitting metaphor for the 
Senators' cultural shift recently. 

It feels as though the sky's the limit for where these good vibrations might 
lead. What’s next, general manager Pierre Dorion signs a marquee 
player to lift Ottawa into a playoff spot for the first time in six seasons? 

Anything seems possible when you consider the change in atmosphere 
around the Senators franchise in recent weeks.  

A few of the developments: 

• On June 23, the Senators and their new corporate partners (under the 
umbrella name Capital Sports Development Inc.) were cited as the 

preferred bid to build a new NHL arena in LeBreton Flats west of 
Parliament Hill, a concept that was declared dead in 2019.  

• This week, Alfredsson gets named to the Hockey Hall of Fame after 
being eligible since 2017 – and for the first time in five years, the 
Senators franchise officially backed Alfredsson as a candidate. 

• On June 1, the Senators displayed a rainbow theme to their team logo 
while announcing their Pride month initiatives – a move that club staff 
might not have felt comfortable pursuing a year ago. Since coming into 
the ownership of the club, Anna and Olivia Melnyk have let it be known 
they want a more progressive approach on the team’s website and 
content channels. 

• In early April, the Senators teamed up with OSEG, the owners of the 
CFL Redblacks and OHL Ottawa 67’s to launch a bid to host the 2023 
IIHF World Junior Hockey Championships in Ottawa. Though the bid was 
not successful, it was the first joint initiative of the two professional 
Ottawa sports organizations in years.  

On it goes. No wonder the fan base in Ottawa is engaged with its team in 
a way that it hasn’t been in years.  

Other than the progress of and excitement around young Senators 
players like Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, Tim Stützle and Drake 
Batherson etc., fans have not taken great pride in their franchise. In fact, 
the gallows humour involved in being a Sens fan resulted in the ‘Sickos’ 
campaign, which took a kind of perverse pleasure in staying a Sens 
follower despite the prevailing darkness around the team.  

Today, there is radiant sunshine bursting through those dark clouds.  

Not only has Alfredsson been welcomed into the HHOF, he has also 
been symbolically welcomed back into the family of the franchise.  

For about five years, both Alfredsson and Leeder have been estranged 
from the hockey club, an anguishing scenario that took place under the 
regime of Senators owner Eugene Melnyk. Leeder, who had been 
president/CEO of the hockey team, was fired by Melnyk in early 2017, on 
the very day that ex-GM Bryan Murray was honoured into the club’s ‘Ring 
of Honour.’ 

For the longest time, Alfredsson has barely set foot in the Canadian Tire 
Centre. In February of 2020, when longtime teammate Chris Phillips had 
his No. 4 retired at the CTC, Alfredsson attended, but stayed in the 
background and left the arena without speaking to reporters. It all felt so 
terribly awkward. 

One week after Melnyk died in late March, Alfredsson was back in the 
rink with members of the Swedish Embassy to mark Swedish heritage 
night at a Senators game. The Images spoke volumes.  

On a Zoom call with Ottawa media Tuesday, Alfredsson talked about the 
importance of Bryan Murray forming a bridge between Alfie and 
ownership. Murray passed away in August of 2017, but a few years 
earlier, he made it possible for Alfie and Melnyk to be in the same room 
again, despite the contract impasse of 2013.  

“When I left for Detroit, I think it wasn’t the best relationship,” Alfredsson 
said of his 2013 departure from the Sens to Detroit, where he spent one 
final season as a player. 

“Bryan Murray really made it possible for me to come back and work for 
the team again, and retire as an Ottawa Senator (2014), which I think 
healed a lot of wounds, but we still weren’t at the stage where, you know, 
it was an open relationship. 

“But that’s life sometimes and here we are today – it’s different and I’m 
very happy that it is that way.” 

Alfie takes the high road yet again. He credits his father, Hasse, and 
mother, Margareta, for keeping him grounded. Hasse told him – “It’s not 
enough to be a good hockey player, you still have to be a good person.” 

Giving back to the community in Ottawa came naturally to him. He calls 
the connection to fans and residents here “organic,” yet in Sweden, it 
wasn’t common to do charity work and back a cause. He learned that 
here.  

He can feel a lot more comfortable being the face of the franchise again.  
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Melnyk has been rightly credited with saving the Senators franchise in 
2003, and he did some good things as owner. But the sense of liberation 
since the ownership has been passed to his two young daughters and a 
board of directors is palpable.  

Managers feel freer to manage their business as they see appropriate, 
without worrying if they are going to be questioned or called out.  

President Anthony LeBlanc has made regular appearances on radio and 
TV and along with CFO Erin Crowe, helped get the Senators' LeBreton 
Flats bid in order. To his credit, Eugene Melnyk made sure the Senators 
got that bid into the National Capital Commission before he died.  

Not only did LeBlanc help orchestrate support of Alfredsson through the 
team’s official website, the Senators also supported the #AlfieToTheHall 
campaign, started by superfans Corey Meehan and Stephen MacDonald. 

In their push to bring more attention to Alfredsson’s Hall of Fame 
credentials, Meehan and MacDonald reached out to Leeder, who not 
only supported the initiative but brought in ex-Sens staffer Craig 
Medaglia to put together some compelling videos and online content.  

Now, many of the media in Ottawa – this writer included – have been 
sounding the horn on Alfredsson’s candidacy for the Hockey Hall for 
several years. But the timing of this campaign was apt, and it held 
significance as much for who was involved as for what it achieved.  

Did the campaign make a difference in the end? Alfredsson himself said 
he wasn’t certain, and felt his own career had been enough to get him in. 
But he was more than touched by the sentiment of the effort, a kind of 
crescendo to the decades of support he has received in Ottawa from fans 
– who appreciate his efforts in the community, especially in the arena of 
mental health, and not just his hockey resume.  

They might all come back into the fold, in some capacity. Alfredsson has 
said he is open to the idea of a position with the team, though he is not 
sure what that might entail.  

“Before, it’s always been, I don’t want it to be too time-consuming with a 
young family (wife Bibi and four sons), but now the kids are getting 
older,” Alfredsson said, Tuesday. 

Medaglia, who created such brilliant content for the Senators during 
some of their most difficult times, should be extended a red carpet on 
which to walk back to his former job with the team.  

Leeder is happily engaged in the local corporate world, but belongs in the 
Senators family in some capacity, even if just as a figurehead.  

Regardless of how these important links of the past re-engage, it’s 
inspiring to see them part of the present and future of this organization as 
it hurtles toward the 30th anniversary as an NHL franchise.  

 “There’s a different perspective on everything now than five years ago, 
I’d say,” Alfredsson said, “so who knows?” 

Who knows indeed. Whether 6,000-feet high in France or boots on the 
ground in Ottawa, the sky’s the limit for the Ottawa Senators and their 
fans. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Colorado's patience, intangibles challenged a Tampa 
offence with no answer 

 

Staff 

 

Over the years of their recent post-season success, which has included a 
pair of Stanley Cups and appearances in five of the last six Conference 
Finals, the Tampa Bay Lightning morphed from Team Speed & Skill, to 
Team Intangibles. They’ve gone from the high-flying offensive team that 
put others on their heels, to the positionally-sound defensive juggernaut 

that basically said to their opponents: “See if you can beat us, because 
we sure as hell won’t beat ourselves.” 

And yet again, beat themselves they did not. 

Beleaguered as a team can be, Tampa Bay laid back and stayed patient, 
even when it seemed like their opponent was taking it to them. They’ve 
had the ultimate trust in Andrei Vasilevskiy, as they should, and it forced 
opponents to get frustrated, open up, and give them just that extra 
chance or two that has allowed the Lightning to score and prevail. Like 
Tiger Woods in his prime, sometimes the size of their well-earned 
reputation forced others to beat themselves. 

Still, at some point you have to be able to create some offence to win 
games, and as they got more injured, that became a bigger challenge. 
They didn’t have Brayden Point as they did in Round 1, where a Bolts 
team on the ropes saw him go directly to the Maple Leafs crease and 
finish a rebound goal to keep their Cup hopes alive. That obviously hurt 
them. 

Beyond that, though, they didn’t have the depth scoring come through as 
it has in past years, and they simply couldn’t dial it up on offence and 
remain as defensively stout as they knew they needed to be against an 
offensively-gifted Colorado Avalanche team. This time, that was the Avs' 
reputation coming into play. Each of Alex Killorn (19:16 TOI per game), 
Anthony Cirelli (also 19:16), and Brandon Hagel (14:21) played in all 23 
playoff games for the Lightning, and they combined for just five goals. 
Killorn, who scored 25 in the regular season (and had eight in 19 playoff 
games last year), was blanked with zero. So many players had to turn 
their attention solely to the little details of defending and positional play, 
and they excelled at it. But it came at a cost. 

I reference Tampa didn’t have that same depth offence as they had in the 
past, because we all remember the Cup-winning Bolts teams getting 
huge goals from their third line of Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow, but it’s worth noting the crucial difference: Colorado 
wasn’t Dallas and they damn sure weren’t Montreal, not even close. The 
depth guys on the Lightning this year were faced with a much different 
chore than Coleman-Gourde-Goodrow. The Avalanche were extremely 
well-coached throughout this playoff run, and they recognized Tampa 
Bay’s weakness: they didn’t have another offensive gear to kick it into, so 
they leaned harder on that struggle. 

The Colorado Avalanche all but stole the game plan from Tampa, which 
was to play smart and positional and choke the life out their opponent, all 
while saying “The burden of creating offence is on YOU, and you’re going 
to have to go through every last one of us.” 

“Offensively-gifted” or not, the Avs' scoring was stunted down the stretch 
of the series, but it was a concession they were willing to make knowing 
Tampa Bay’s inability to create. Here’s the most telling stat of the series 
and why I leave the Final fixated on positional patience. If the Bolts were 
sitting back and waiting for the Avs to get desperate, open up and make 
mistakes in this series, here’s what they got off the rush: 

  

COLORADO 

  

TAMPA BAY 

GAME 1 

  

10 

  

3 

GAME 2 

  

11 

  

2 
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GAME 3 

  

8 

  

2 

GAME 4 

  

8 

  

7 

GAME 5 

  

10 

  

8 

GAME 6 

  

10 

  

4 

A hot bowl of nothing. 

Over six Stanley Cup Final games the Avalanche had more rush chances 
than the Bolts by an average of six per game (per Sportlogiq). Six extra 
rush chances, which in the end was the difference, wasn’t it? 

The Stanley Cup game winner comes off a rush where Artturi Lehkonen 
makes an unbelievable off-hand one-time shot that finds the top corner, 
which maybe you’d call a bit “lucky” because who knows how many times 
out of 10 he could place that puck there again. But in very hockey 
fashion, it's not luck, because they created enough chances to “get lucky” 
like that. As it always goes in hockey’s big picture, making your own luck 
is a reason to love teams like the Avs who create chances in volume. 

There’s been much said about the Lightning’s injuries and their inability 
to be at their best in this Final, but let’s not pretend the Avs were at max 
capacity. Andre Burakovsky was hurt, Valeri Nichushkin was hurt, and 
hell, Nazem Kadri had his trainer tie his skates and played in an oven 
mitt (and scored an OT winner). Sammy Girard was too hurt to get in a 
game in the Final. 

Even with their injuries, the Avalanche played with a maturity the 
Lightning’s other opponents could not. Colorado got the better of the 
Bolts to open the series, then Tampa went into full lockdown mode, 
playing for low scores and hoping to lean on their experience and again, 
patience. In Games 3, 4, 5, and 6 the Avs scored just 2, 3 (with 
overtime), 2, and 2 goals. But instead of starting to cheat and stretch and 
open up to generate more against a goalie that could’ve frustrated the 
heck out of them, they recognized that for Tampa to win, they’d have to 
score too. 

The Lightning are getting deserved love as “Team Intangibles” this year, 
and they certainly played great and blocked shots and proved 
themselves to be warriors. But don’t let the Avs' demonstration of those 
same things get lost. 

That’s coaching, that’s leadership, that’s playing (and sometimes losing) 
enough big games to see that forcing plays and taking chances can bury 
you in the post-season. You have to trust that it will come, you have to 
trust the plan, and when offensively talented teams get to that point, 
they’re almost impossible to beat. 

This Final was two teams that were “almost impossible to beat,” and as a 
result, the series was delightful to watch. The Avalanche used all their 

tough experiences of the years past to give their opponent jack squat in 
the biggest moments of the season, and they finished the playoffs losing 
only four times the whole way through. 

The Lightning were worthy foes, for sure, but the Avalanche are 
deserving champions. 

What a Stanley Cup Final. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.29.2022 

1204035 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Slafkovsky edges Wright for top spot in McKenzie’s final draft 
ranking 

 

Bob McKenzie 

 

It’s a photo finish for the No. 1 spot on TSN’s 2022 NHL Draft Final 
Ranking and, by the slimmest of margins, it’s Juraj Slafkovsky over 
Shane Wright. 

Five of 10 scouts surveyed by TSN ranked the 6-foot-4 Slovak left winger 
at No. 1, while four scouts slotted the Kingston Frontenac centre in the 
top spot. 

The headline will be that it’s the first time this season — that includes 
pre-season rankings in September; mid-season rankings in January; 
draft lottery edition rankings in April; and now the final rankings in June 
— that someone other than Wright is No. 1. 

Slafkovsky was ranked No. 5 at mid-season but used two stellar 
international performances, at the Olympics and the men’s world 
championship, to vault to TSN’s No. 1 spot heading into the draft in 
Montreal on July 7-8. 

There are, however, two points worth noting. 

One, if you were to survey another group of 10 scouts, you could very 
well end up with the same 5-4 split, but in favour of Wright. It’s really that 
tight in the eyes of so many scouts. 

Two, this “consensus” ranking has nothing to do with the preference of 
the team — the Montreal Canadiens — that is picking first overall. Club 
order of draft selection is not a factor in our survey of scouts and TSN’s 
ranking of players. 

“It’s a peculiar draft year,” said one NHL team head scout. “Neither one 
of them [Slafkovsky or Wright] are locks to be first-line players in the 
NHL. I’m not saying one or the other couldn’t become first liners, they’re 
both good prospects, but unlike a lot of years, this draft doesn’t have any 
great prospects. There are no slam dunks. There are things I like about 
both guys, but I have some reservations, too.” 

The five scouts who put Slafkovsky at No. 1 on their lists do believe he 
has the best chance to be upgraded from a sure-fire top-six forward to a 
top-line NHL winger. 

“What separates Slafkovsky from Wright for me is that he’s bigger, he 
played harder, he was more consistent with his competitiveness, and he 
stepped up to produce on big stages [Olympics and world 
championship],” another NHL head scout said. “In my view, he has the 
best chance to be a first-line NHL forward.” 

Slafkovsky was ranked either No. 1 or No. 2 by nine of our 10 scouts. 
One had him at No. 4. 

Wright’s game left some scouts wanting more from him, especially in 
terms of competitiveness and goal scoring. But he’s still viewed as 
having a more mature, well-rounded game than Slafkovsky. He’s also a 
better skater. 

The scouts who had Wright at No. 1 on their lists said he got extra marks 
for playing a premium position (centre) and still putting up 94 points in 63 
games in what many would concede was a disappointing season. 
Disappointing, that is, relative to his brilliant 2019-20 OHL rookie season 
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(39 goals and 66 points in 58 games) and outstanding underage 
performance at the 2021 U-18 World Championship. That tournament 
was the only hockey Wright played in 2020-21 because of COVID-19. 

Eight of our 10 scouts ranked Wright either No. 1 or No. 2, but two scouts 
had him at No. 3. 

One club executive nicely summed up the dilemma in choosing between 
Slafkovsky and Wright. 

“Teams who rank Slafkovsky at No. 1 are struggling with Wright’s draft 
year being so average [compared to prior seasons],” he said. “Teams 
who like Wright at No. 1 can’t forget what they saw in Wright’s first OHL 
season and the 2021 U-18 world championship.” 

There’s a lot to pick apart on both sides of the equation. 

“Those [Wright’s first OHL season and U-18 performance] seem like such 
a long time ago,” another scout said. 

“Slafkovsky was great at the Olympics and worlds, but he only scored 
five goals in [Finland’s] Liiga this season and went some really long 
stretches without scoring a goal at all,” said another scout. 

Multiple scouts freely admitted that five years from now, the best player 
from the 2022 draft could be someone not named Slafkovsky or Wright. 
Some of them said they’re not necessarily convinced the top two picks in 
the draft will be Slafkovsky and Wright or vice versa. 

To that end, here are thumbnail sketches of the remaining eight 
prospects in TSN’s Top 10: 

3. Logan Cooley: The U.S. U-18 national team centre was the only 
prospect besides Slafkovsky and Wright to get a No. 1 vote from our 
panel of scouts, but also got a few votes at No. 2. At 5-foot-10 1/2, the 
skilled pivot has some dynamic offensive ability, especially in terms of his 
one-on-one play and a willingness to go to hard areas on the ice to score 
goals. Most scouts project him as a high-end second-line centre in the 
NHL with a chance to develop into a 1C. Size and not consistently using 
his linemates to maximum effectiveness are two things that could prevent 
that from happening. 

4. Simon Nemec: The 6-foot, 199-pound Slovak is a smooth-skating, 
intelligent defenceman who is a highly efficient puck mover with a solid 
two-way game. He doesn’t possess elite or wow factor offensive ability 
and he’s not a punishing physical defender, but his skating and smarts 
give him the assets to be a No. 2 or No. 3 NHL blueliner. He was as high 
as No. 2 and as low as No. 7 in our survey of scouts. 

5. Cutter Gauthier: The U.S. U-18 national team forward has NHL size 
(6-foot-2 1/2 and 200 pounds), speed, and a goal-scorer’s nose for the 
net, which is to say he has the requisite tools to be a top-six, two-way 
NHL power forward. Though Gauthier played some centre this season, 
most scouts seem to think he projects more as a pro winger. In our scout 
survey, Gauthier was as high as No. 3 and as low as No. 10. 

6. David Jiricek: The Czech missed a good chunk of this season with a 
knee injury suffered at the World Junior Championship, but the 6-foot-3 
blueliner has the size, bite, and physical tools to play a shutdown role. 
He’s viewed by some scouts as limited offensively, but in a draft filled 
with sub-6-foot puck movers, Jiricek’s size and physical approach stand 
out. His skating is good but not great, and he projects as solid top-four 
defenceman who, like Nemec, could be a 2-3. He was ranked as high as 
No. 5 and as low as No. 12 in our scouting survey. 

7. Joakim Kemell: The smallish (5-foot-9-1/2) Finn is an attacking, goal-
scoring winger who plays a dynamic, high-energy, albeit inconsistent, 
game. Some scouts view him as a legit threat to crack the top five — he 
ranged from as high as No. 4 to as low as No. 14 in our survey — and 
one suggested he’s a candidate to develop into the best player in the 
entire draft because of a high offensive ceiling. He projects as a top-six 
NHL scoring forward. 

8. Jonathan Lekkerimaki: The somewhat undersized (5-foot-10-1/2) 
Swedish winger has a big-time shot and high-end finishing ability and 
performed at a high level at the 2022 U-18 World Championship. He 
might not have quite the same offensive pizzazz as Kemell, but he still 
projects as a top-six scoring forward. Our scouting survey ranked him as 
high as No. 4 and as low as No. 17. 

9. Matt Savoie: The Winnipeg Ice 5-foot-9 centre is a quick, gifted, and 
skilled, albeit undersized, offensive presence who can score goals and 
make plays. Some NHL scouts see him more as a winger than a centre, 
but high-end smarts and skill level project him to be a top-six offensive 
forward in pro. He was ranked as high as No. 6 and as low as No. 15 in 
our survey. 

10. Marco Kasper: The Austrian 6-foot-1 centre can play all three forward 
positions and his overall game is as mature and complete as it is 
versatile.  The critical question is: what’s his offensive upside? Those 
who believe he has considerable offensive potential say he’s a threat to 
be a top-five prospect in this draft. Those who see him as more 
offensively limited have him outside the top 10. His range in our survey 
was as high as No. 5 and as low as 21. But most everyone agrees he’s 
mature on and off the ice, and one of the best all-around prospects with 
high character and work ethic. At best, he projects as a 2C; at worst, a 
3C. 

It feels like this year’s draft could see a lot of movement from these 
consensus rankings. That is, players slotted from Nos. 6 to 10 could be 
taken a few spots higher but could also go a half dozen spots later. 

If it’s extremely tight at the top end of the draft with Slafkovsky and 
Wright, and it is, it also holds true throughout much of the first round. 
There’s just not as much separation and fewer defined tiers of talent this 
year compared to others. 

The players ranked 11 to 13 on the TSN list — Seattle Thunderbird 
defenceman Kevin Korchinski, Saginaw Spirit defenceman Pavel 
Mintyukov and Winnipeg Ice centre Conor Geekie — are all considered 
legit threats to displace someone in the top 10. 

Many of the players ranked from Nos. 33 to around 50 on TSN’s list got 
enough consideration as first-round picks from scouts that they could 
move into the Top 32. 

Some other notes about TSN’s first-round rankings: 

- There are no goalies in the Top 32. In fact, the top-ranked goalie is 
Prince George Cougar Tyler Brennan, who checks in at No. 62 on TSN’s 
Top 100 rankings. The only other goalie ranked by TSN is Finn Topias 
Leinonen, who is at No. 71. 

- It’s not looking like a banner year for Canadians in the draft. TSN 
ranked only two Canadians in the top 10 — Wright at No. 2 and Savoie at 
No. 9 — and just nine in the top 32. The nationality breakdown for TSN’s 
Top 32 is as follows: Canada (nine); United States (eight); Sweden, 
Russia and Slovakia (three each); Czechia and Finland (two apiece); and 
Austria and Switzerland (one each). 

- One of the major storylines to follow will be how Russian prospects will 
be dealt with by the 32 NHL clubs. The war with Ukraine and resulting 
sanctions have some NHL clubs unsure of how to proceed with Russian 
prospects, especially those who are playing and living in Russia. 

Some scouts said they’re awaiting direction from ownership and/or 
management on policy or guidelines for drafting Russian players. Some 
teams may proceed as they usually do, but there is a sense some others 
may shy away from taking Russians. 

Mind you, there seems to be a distinction being made between Russians 
who are already playing in North America versus the Russians playing in 
Russia. 

It was more difficult to get consensus rankings on the Russians this year 
because not all teams are ranking Russians as they have in the past. 
Some NHL clubs have created a separate list of Russian prospects. 
Some teams have factored in a more emphatic “Russian factor” in their 
rankings, while still other teams have ranked all players, including 
Russians, based purely on hockey-playing ability. 

Two of the three Russians ranked in TSN’s Top 32 — forward Danila 
Yurov at No. 14 and forward Ivan Miroshnichenko at No. 19 — are wild 
cards of sorts. Saginaw’s Mintyukov, at No. 12, is not viewed with the 
same uncertainty. 

Since he didn’t play big minutes in the KHL, Yurov was perhaps a 
tougher read for the scouts, but he has been a Top 10 or thereabouts 
prospect most of the year. 
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Miroshnichenko is the draft’s biggest wild card. He started the season as 
a consensus Top 5 pick but now there’s no telling when he might be 
selected. In addition to the shadow of sanctions due to the war with 
Ukraine, Miroshnichenko had to overcome a series of injuries that slowed 
him, and then was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

By all accounts, his treatments went well, and he’s been cleared to 
resume both on and off ice training, but team doctors and/or team 
owners could have as much say on Miroshnichenko’s draft status as the 
scouts or general managers. 

Teams that have multiple first-round picks are seen as well positioned to 
perhaps make value selections on Russian players who might be 
available later than they would under normal circumstances. 

The truth is no one seems to know for sure how the Russians will be 
considered in this year’s draft. 

RK  Player  Team  POS  HT  WT  GP 
 G  P 

1  Juraj Slafkovsky  TPS (SM Liiga Jr.)  LW  6'4 
 229  31  5  10 

2  Shane Wright  Kingston (OHL)  C  6'0 ½ 
 199  63  32  94 

3  Logan Cooley  USA U-18 (USHL)  C  5'10 ½ 
 180  51  27  75 

4  Simon Nemec  Nitra (SVK)  D  6'0 
 199  39  1  26 

5  Cutter Gauthier  USA U-18 (USHL)  LW  6'2 ½ 
 200  54  34  65 

6  David Jiricek  Plzen (CZE)  D  6'3 
 189  29  5  11 

7  Joakim Kemell  JYP (SM Liiga)  RW  5'10 ¾ 
 185  39  15  23 

8  Jonathan Lakkerimaki  Djurgardens (SWE J-20) 
 RW  5'10 ½  171  26  20  35 

9  Matt Savoie  Winnipeg (WHL)  C  5'9 
 170  65  35  90 

10  Marco Kasper  Rögle (SHL)  C  6'1 
 187  46  7  11 

11  Kevin Korchinski  Seattle (WHL)  D  6'2 ¼ 
 185  67  4  65 

12  Pavel Mintyukov  Saginaw (OHL)  D  6'2 
 194  67  17  62 

13  Conor Geekie  Winnipeg (WHL)  C  6'4 
 190  63  24  70 

14  Danila Yurov  Magnitogorsk (KHL)  RW  6'1 
 178  23  13  36 

15  Frank Nazar  USA U-18 (USHL)  C  5'10 
 180  56  28  70 

16  Brad Lambert  JYP (SM Liiga)  RW  6'0 ½ 
 183  49  4  10 

17  Jimmy Snuggerud  USA U-18 (USHL)  RW  6'1 ¼ 
 188  59  24  63 

18  Jiří  Kulich  Karlovy (CZE)  LW  5'11 ¼ 
 178  49  9  14 

19  Ivan Miroshnichenko  Omsk (VHL)  LW  6'1 
 185  31  10  16 

20  Isaac Howard  USA U-18 (USHL)  LW  5'9 ¾ 
 180  60  33  82 

21  Liam Öhgren  Djurgardens (SWE J-20)  LW 
 6'0 ¾  201  30  33  58 

22  Noah Östlund  Djurgarden (SWE J-20)  C 
 5'10  164  32  9  42 

23  Owen Pickering  Swift Current  D  6'4 ¼ 
 180  62  9  33 

24  Denton Mateychuk  Moose Jaw (WHL)  D  5'10 ½ 
 194  65  13  64 

25  Ryan Chesley  USA U-18 (USHL)  D  6'0 ½ 
 201  59  12  29 

26  Lian Bichsel  Leksands (SHL)  D  6'5 ½ 
 225  29  1  3 

27  Rutger McGroarty  USA U-18 (USHL)  RW  6'1 
 204  54  35  69 

28  Nathan Gaucher  Quebec (QMJHL)  C  6'3 
 207  66  31  57 

29  Luca Del Bel Belluz  Mississauga (OHL)  C  6'0 ½ 
 179  68  30  76 

30  Filip Mesar  Poprad (SVK)  RW  5'9 ½ 
 174  37  8  16 

31  Sam Rinzel  Chaska High (USHS)  D 
 6'3 ¾  180  27  9  38 

32  Tristan Luneau  Gatineau (QMJHL)  D  6'1 ½ 
 189  63  12  43 

                    
      

33  Owen Beck  Mississauga (OHL)  C  5'11 ¼ 
 187  68  21  51 

34  Jagger Firkus  Moose Jaw (WHL)  RW  5'10 
 151  66  36  80 

35  Jack Hughes  Northeastern (NCAA)  C 
 5'11 ½  169  38  7  16 

36  Calle Odelius  Djurgardens (SWE J-20)  D 
 6'0 ¼  188  43  7  30 

37  Reid Schaefer  Seattle (WHL)  LW  6'3 
 215  66  32  58 

38  Mattias Havelid  Linkoping (SWE J-20)  D 
 5'9  165  29  10  19 

39  Alexander Perevalov  Yaroslavl (MHL)  LW  6'0 
 191  42  25  50 

40  Lane Hutson  USA U-18 (USHL)  D  5'8 ¼ 
 158  60  10  63 

41  Noah Warren  Gatineau (QMJHL)  D  6'5 
 224  62  5  24 

42  Filip Bystedt  Linköping (SWE J-20)  C 
 6'3 ¾  204  40  16  49 

43  Cameron Lund  Green Bay (USHL)  C  6'2 
 192  62  25  50 

44  Maverick Lamoreux  Drummondville (QMJHL)  D 
 6'6 ¾  199  54  4  24 

45  David Goyette  Sudbury (OHL)  C  5'10 ¼ 
 175  66  33  73 

46  Matyas Sapovaliv  Saginaw (OHL)  C  6'2 ¾ 
 183  68  18  52 

47  Fraser Minten  Kamloops (WHL)  C  6'1 
 185  67  20  55 

48  Danil Zhilkin  Guelph (OHL)  C  6'0 ¾ 
 196  66  23  55 
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49  Julian Lutz  München (DEL)  LW  6'2 ¼ 
 187  14  1  3 

50  Ty Nelson  North Bay (OHL)  D  5'9 ¾  199 
 66  9  51 

51  Seamus Casey  USA U-18 (USHL)  D  5'9 ½ 
 173  48  10  33 

52  Rieger Lorenz  Okotoks (AJHL)  LW  6'2 
 194  60  38  85 

53  Elias Salomonsson  Skellefteå (SWE J-20)  D 
 6'1 ¼  183  35  11  22 

54  Adam Ingram  Youngtown (USHL)  C  6'2 ¼ 
 161  54  26  55 

55  Jani Nyman  Ilves (SM Liiga Jr.)  RW  6'3 ½ 
 217  34  18  35 

56  Tomas Hamara  Tappara (SM Liiga Jr.)  D 
 6'0  185  32  6  25 

57  Gleb Trikozov  Omsk (MHL)  RW  6'1 
 185  35  23  45 

58  Bryce McConnell-Barker  Sault Ste. Marie (OHL) 
 C  6'1 ¼  193  68  23  49 

59  Ryan Greene  Green Bay (USHL)  C  6'1 
 179  59  19  51 

60  Paul Ludwinski  Kingston (OHL)  LW  5'11 
 184  67  16  43 

61  Dylan James  Sioux City (USHL)  LW  5'11 ¾ 
 177  62  28  61 

62  Tyler Brennan  Prince George (WHL)  G 
 6'3 ¾  185  39  3.58  .899 

63  Adam Sykora  Nitra (SVK)  LW  5'10 ¼ 
 172  46  10  17 

64  Mats Lindgren  Kamloops (WHL)  D  5'10 ¾ 
 173  68  5  44 

                    
      

65  Topi Ronni  Tappara (SM Liiga Jr.)  C 
 6'2  181  30  11  29 

66  Aleksanteri Kaskimaki  HIFK (SM Liiga Jr.)  C 
 6'0 ¼  196  31  19  40 

67  Devin Kaplan  USA U-18 (USHL)  RW  6'3 
 205  53  13  38 

68  Hunter Haight  Barrie (OHL)  C  5'10 ½ 
 174  63  22  41 

69  Isaiah George  London (OHL)  D  6'0 
 196  67  6  23 

70  Simon Forsmark  Orebro (SWE J-20)  D  6'2 
 191  39  0  3 

71  Topias Leinonen  JYP (SM Liiga Jr.)  G  6'5 
 233  21  2.28  .916 

72  Jordan Gustafson  Seattle (WHL)  C  5'10 ½ 
 178  58  23  52 

73  Michael Buchinger  Guelph (OHL)  D  5'11 ½ 
 181  63  5  44 

74  Matthew Poitras  Guelph (OHL)  C  5'11 
 177  68  21  50 

75  Josh Filmon  Swift Current (WHL)  LW  6'2 ½ 
 157  67  23  45 

76  Jake Karabela  Guelph (OHL)  C  5'10 ¼ 
 172  68  12  45 

77  Kirill Dolzhenkov  Moskva (MHL)  LW  6'6 
 234  33  14  28 

78  Christian Kyrou  Erie (OHL)  D  5'10 
 172  68  18  60 

79  Artyom Duda  Moskva (MHL)  D  6'1 
 180  52  14  41 

80  Vinzenz Rohrer  Ottawa (OHL)  C  5'10 
 167  28  8  22 

81  Jorian Donovan  Hamilton (OHL)  D  6'1 
 182  64  3  22 

82  Kasper Kulonummi  Jokerit (SM Liiga Jr.)  D  5'11 ½ 
 178  40  3  29 

83  Gavin Hayes  Flint (OHL)  RW  6'2 
 177  65  19  49 

84  Spencer Sova  Erie (OHL)  D  6'0 
 185  64  9  28 

85  Cruz Lucius  USA U-18 (USHL)  RW  6'0 ¾ 
 184  23  9  17 

86  Arseni Koromyslov  St. Petersburg (MHL)  D 
 6'3  180  42  4  19 

87  Ben MacDonald  Noble & Greenough (USHS)  C 
 6'0  180  22  14  29 

88  Vladimir Grudinin  Moskva (MHL)  D  5'10 
 158  18  2  13 

89  Alexander Suzdalev  HV 71 (SWE J-20)  LW  6'1 ¾ 
 177  45  15  51 

90  Miko Matikka  Jokerit (SM Liiga Jr.)  RW  6'3 
 187  30  19  33 

                    
      

HM  Marek Alscher  Portland (WHL)  D  6'3 
 196  61  7  16 

HM  Lucas Edmonds  Kingston (OHL)  RW  5'10 ¼ 
 181  68  34  113 

HM  George Fegaras  North York (OJHL)  D  6'1 
 188  52  13  48 

HM  Quinn Finley  Madison (USHL)  LW  6'0 
 166  39  12  29 

HM  Nick Moldenhauer  Chicago (USHL)  RW  5'10 ¼ 
 170  41  18  43 

HM  Viktor Neuchev  Yekaterinburg (MHL)  LW  6'2 
 165  61  40  67 

HM  Filip Nordberg  Sodertalje (SWE J-20)  D 
 6'4  207  42  6  27 

HM  Otto Salin  HIFK (SM Liiga Jr.)  D  5'11  205 
 11  4  12 

HM  Fabian Wagner  Linkoping (SWE J-20)  RW 
 5'11  180  43  12  38 

HM  Jace Weir  Red Deer (WHL)  D  6'2  191 
 64  5  25 
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TSN.CA / Del Bel Belluz ponders possibility of getting drafted by 
hometown Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Luca Del Bel Belluz is a proud product of Leafs Nation.  

"The Toronto Maple Leafs have a crazy fan base," the Woodbridge, Ont. 
native said. "It's awesome. I've been to a lot of games growing up, 
including playoff games. It gets extra loud in there. They have a cool fan 
base." 

Sometimes people lose their cool.  

"I almost saw a fight in the stands," a smiling Del Bel Belluz recalled 
while considering his most memorable moments as a kid. "A fan of the 
opponent was giving it to one of the Leaf fans and he didn't like it." 

Del Bel Belluz has grown from a star-struck spectator into a top National 
Hockey League prospect. TSN director of scouting Craig Button ranked 
the Mississauga Steelheads centre at No. 23 on his final list of prospects 
eligible for the upcoming draft. The Leafs own the No. 25 pick. 

So, maybe Del Bel Belluz will get a chance to go from the stands to the 
home dressing room inside Scotiabank Arena.   

"I thought about it a little bit," he acknowledged. "You never know what's 
going to happen on draft day but, definitely, there's a possibility. It would 
be really cool to be drafted by your hometown and the team that you 
grew up cheering for." 

Del Bel Belluz felt his interview with the Leafs went well at the NHL 
Scouting Combine. During a conversation with TSN, he shared details 
about that experience and also explained how playing soccer helped his 
hockey career. The following is an edited transcript of the interview. 

TSN: What was it like to interview with the Leafs?  

Del Bel Belluz: "That was one I was nervous to go in for, obviously, 
growing up as a Leafs fan. It was super awesome. Good guys in there."  

TSN: What stood out the most? 

Del Bel Belluz: "Meeting Kyle Dubas was probably one of the coolest 
things. He's the general manager and the guy who brought in all the 
guys. That was really cool." 

TSN: Did they have you Watch video?  

Del Bel Belluz: "They played some NHL clips, and they would ask me, 
'What do you see?' They wanted to know how I thought the game and 
processed it."  

TSN: What video clips did they show you?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Some Leafs clips, but mostly just plays in the NHL. 
They'd show like eight seconds and then it would go black, and they'd 
ask what I saw." 

TSN: How did you do? 

Del Bel Belluz: "I thought I was solid at it. I watch a lot of hockey, so I 
knew who the players were. I knew who everyone was, and I thought I 
gave great answers."  

TSN: How would you describe your style?  

Del Bel Belluz: "A responsible, 200-foot centre. Offensively, I'm very 
creative and able to make smart plays."  

TSN: Where does the creativity come from?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Working on little skills in the off-season. Doing little 
stickhandling skills in the garage and then even on the ice after practice. 
You see little things in the NHL, and you try and work on them in 
practice." 

    ICYMI, Luca Del Bel Belluz with a casual end-to-end goal   

    pic.twitter.com/FtQVsE60jk 

    — Canadian Hockey League (@CHLHockey) December 10, 2021 

TSN: Who do you watch in the NHL?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Being from Toronto you see the Leafs a lot and see 
Auston Matthews doing a lot of great things. He's a very skilled player 
and can put the puck in the net, so I try and steal a couple things from. 
He's a player I try and model my game after."  

TSN: What's something you've tried to take from Matthews?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Something that I really, really focus on is the way he 
shoots the puck and how he changes the angle. I know he uses a shorter 
stick, which makes it easier to pull into his body when he's releasing the 
puck." 

TSN: Have you changed your stick?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Yeah, I do use a shorter stick and it's helped a lot even 
with stickhandling. It's easier in tight areas to keep the puck to your body 
and protect it."    

TSN: When did you make that change?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Around minor midget is when I started to shorten it and 
it's kept getting shorter and shorter from then."   

TSN: How short is it now?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Right now, it's about right here (gestures to base of his 
neck) that area."  

TSN: Is that the sweet spot?  

Del Bel Belluz: "I like it there. A couple people tell me to make it longer 
and some people like it, so you hear a bit of both. I've tried both and will 
stick with the shorter one right now." 

    Threw on some footage of Luca Del Bel Belluz (#2022NHLDraft) and 
it's fair to say that I'm entertained. 

    Moves the puck through the legs of the Colts defender and drives to 
the net. pic.twitter.com/q0UM9g36bS 

    — Josh Tessler 🇺🇦 (@JoshTessler_) November 21, 2021 

TSN: In the Ontario Hockey League coaches poll, you came in first in the 
Eastern Conference in the most improved category. In what ways are 
you a better player this year?  

Del Bel Belluz: "My first year was a huge learning process. I was playing 
two to five minutes a night. I was a 15 and 16-year-old coming into the 
league, and I just wanted to soak up as much as possible. Having that 
first year under my belt was huge. During the [lost] COVID season I was 
able to get in the gym a lot more ... My coach [James Richmond] helped 
me a ton with trying to perfect my two-way game. I owe a lot to him."  

TSN: How did you improve in the two-way department?  

Del Bel Belluz: "My first year I played two to five minutes a night and led 
the team in minuses. I was -13. So, in practice we would do defensive 
drills and work on five-on-five play in the D-zone and I would only play 
defence. I wasn't allowed to play offence. So, I love how J.R. pushed me 
every day. It was awesome."  

TSN: What was it like that first year? 

Luca Del Bel Belluz: "Being a young player, I was just overthinking and 
running around from puck to puck. I was young and not as smart. So, 
being able to simplify and playing smarter and thinking before things 
happen has been the biggest thing."  

TSN: Did you play any other sports growing up?  

Del Bel Belluz: "I played soccer until I was 12 and then I actually had to 
choose between hockey and soccer. Hockey was my main love, but I still 
watch soccer daily. I think it's a really good sport."   

TSN: What do you like about it?  
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Del Bel Belluz: "How smart the game is. You have to be smart to play at 
a high level and you have to be able to slow the game down. I take a little 
bit of that from soccer and try and implement that into hockey. So, I think 
that aspect of the game is really important." 

    — Canadian Hockey League (@CHLHockey) June 6, 2022 

TSN: Are there any similarities between hockey and soccer?  

Luca Del Bel Belluz: "I played striker and midfield when I played soccer. 
When I see a midfielder, I see a centre who plays both sides of the ball. 
You play offence and you play defence and when you have the ball 
you're kind of controlling the game with what you can do. And being able 
to slow it down and not rush anything is a pretty key aspect of soccer. 
So, that's what I take away from it."   

TSN: Do you have a favourite soccer player or team?  

Del Bel Belluz: "Well, I am Portuguese, so I will say Cristiano Ronaldo, 
obviously. He plays for Manchester United so that's my team." 
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TSN.CA / Scotiabank, other corporate giants pause and re-evaluate 
Hockey Canada sponsorships 

 

Rick Westhead 

‘ 

The Bank of Nova Scotia and Telus said they are pausing their 
sponsorships of Hockey Canada as a federal government committee 
continues to further scrutinize the organization’s response to a 2018 
sexual assault allegation. 

Canadian Tire, meantime, said the company is withdrawing its 
sponsorship support for the upcoming World Juniors tournament and re-
evaluating its partnership with Hockey Canada. 

“We have made the decision to pause our sponsorship of Hockey 
Canada until we are confident the right steps are being taken to improve 
the culture within the sport – both on and off the ice,” Scotiabank chief 
executive Brian Porter wrote in an open letter to Canadians that was 
emailed to media on Tuesday. 

“I was appalled by the recent reports of alleged assault involving younger 
ambassadors of Canada’s game. The alleged behaviour in this current 
case is contrary to the beliefs and values that hockey is meant to 
embody, and those that we champion at Scotiabank, as Canada’s 
hockey bank.”  

Porter wrote that Scotiabank expects Hockey Canada to cooperate with a 
government audit of the organization. 

Hockey Canada has several tiers of corporate partnerships and lists 25 
premier, international and national partners on its website, including 
Esso, Nike, TSN and Tim Hortons. Scotiabank and Canadian Tire are 
among the organization’s international partners. Telus is a premier 
partner. 

“Telus is pausing its sponsorship activation with Hockey Canada and the 
upcoming World Juniors tournament,” the company wrote in a statement 
sent to media on Tuesday. “We will redirect those funds to Canadian 
organizations that support women affected by sexual violence.” 

Canadian Tire also responded to the Hockey Canada controversy. 

“Canadian Tire Corp. is immediately withdrawing its sponsorship support 
for the upcoming men’s World Juniors and is re-evaluating its relationship 
with Hockey Canada,” the company wrote in a statement. “We are calling 
on Hockey Canada to do better and live up to their commitment to 
change the systemic culture of silence in our nation’s sport, and push to 
make it more inclusive and safe for all.” 

Scotiabank’s Porter wrote that the bank will cancel its planned marketing 
and events at the upcoming IIHF World Junior Championship in 

Edmonton this August and redirect sponsorship investments to other 
programs, including the Hockey Canada Assist Fund, which is helping to 
eliminate financial barriers to hockey for young people, and the women’s 
world championship. 

The bank will also donate to the Canadian Women’s Foundation, a 
charity that supports women who are the victims of gender-based 
violence. 

“The time for change is long overdue,” Porter wrote. “We call on Hockey 
Canada to move with a sense of urgency in order to ensure that the 
game we love is held to the highest standards and can truly be hockey 
for all.” 

Hockey Canada released a statement Tuesday, saying the organization 
values its corporate relationships and understands decisions regarding 
their sponsorships. 

“As we said to the Members of the Standing Committee on Canadian 
Heritage last week, Hockey Canada is on a journey to change the culture 
of our sport and to make it safer and more inclusive, both at the rink and 
in our communities,” the statement reads. “We have been on this journey 
for some time, but we agree that more needs to be done, and more 
quickly. This is a priority for our organization’s leaders, and with the work 
we are doing, and the changes we are planning, our intention is to 
ensure that Hockey Canada meets the standards that our many 
stakeholders have for us. Canadians will be hearing more about our 
actions in this regard.” 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is scheduled to convene 
hearings in Ottawa on July 27 and 28 to obtain more information about 
an alleged sexual assault in 2018. 

In a lawsuit filed in April that was settled by Hockey Canada weeks later, 
a woman, who is not identified in court records, alleged she was 
repeatedly assaulted in a London, Ont., hotel room following a Hockey 
Canada golf tournament and gala. 

She alleged in her lawsuit that some of her attackers were members of 
Canada’s 2018 World Junior gold-medal winning team. The plaintiff had 
asked a judge to award $3.55 million. The amount of the settlement is 
unknown. The allegations against the players were never proven in court 
and none of the defendants filed a response. 

In previous testimony before the committee, Hockey Canada president 
Scott Smith testified that the organization didn’t require players who 
attended the event in London to participate in its third-party investigation. 

Federal Minister for Sport Pascale St-Onge told TSN in an interview last 
week that the government was freezing Hockey Canada’s federal funding 
moving forward until it meets a number of conditions, including signing up 
for a new federal agency that independently receives abuse complaints, 
investigates them, and levies sanctions when appropriate. 

Also last week, the House of Commons unanimously approved a Bloc 
Quebecois motion to commission an independent investigation into 
Hockey Canada. 

The National Hockey League announced May 26 it was opening an 
investigation into the allegations. 
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