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‘There will be more talk’: What will the Hurricanes do at 2022 NHL Draft in Montreal? 

By Chip Alexander 

Darren Yorke expects the boos. 

Yorke, assistant general manager for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, has been designated to answer the team roll-call 
this week as the 2022 NHL Draft begins. 

The site: Montreal’s Bell Centre. 

The Canes and Canadiens aren’t on the best of terms, not 
after competing offer sheets for players in free agency. The 
Canadiens tried to land the Canes’ Sebastian Aho in 2019, 
and failed. The Canes answered last year with an offer sheet 
to forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi that Montreal decided not to 
match, allowing Kotkaniemi to leave. 

The Canes’ social media team rubbed it in with some tweets 
in French while Carolina also made Kotkaniemi a bonus offer 
of $20, matching Aho’s jersey number. 

Touché. 

Canes fans loved it. The Habs fans did not, and may make 
that known at the draft Thursday when the Hurricanes are 
first called on at the Bell Centre. 

“I wasn’t good enough as an athlete to get booed, so at least 
I’ll enjoy that experience of having 22,000 people boo me,” 
Yorke quipped. “I may never get that experience again.” 

Yorke directs the team’s amateur scouting and draft 
preparations. During an interview Thursday at his office in 
PNC Arena, he discussed the run-up to this year’s draft, took 
a look back at some memorable picks while agreeing a 
degree of normalcy has returned to the process after the 
challenges of the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021. 

‘There Will Be More Talk’ 

The Canes do not have a first-round pick this year, sending it 
to the Canadiens as part of the compensation for 
Kotkaniemi. The Habs, in turn, traded that pick to the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

The Canadiens have the No. 1 selection this year, however, 
having won the NHL draft lottery. That’ll create some big 
cheers Thursday at the Bell Centre. 

The second day of the draft will be much busier for Carolina, 
which has eight picks in the final six rounds. 

The Canes will not have a selection until the 60th pick, in the 
second round, the latest they’ve chosen since 2006 when 
defenseman Jamie McBain went 63rd overall. Carolina 
traded its first-round pick during the 2006 season to St. Louis 
for forward Doug Weight, who was member of the Canes’ 
Stanley Cup winners. 

“That doesn’t make it any more challenging or easier,” Yorke 
said. “The process remains the same. Last year we didn’t 
know we weren’t going to have a first-round draft pick until 

the draft. You still have to put the work in and be prepared 
for anything.” 

A year ago, the Canes traded their first-round pick — No. 27 
— to the Nashville Predators for a pair of second-round 
choices, Nos. 40 and 51. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
Carolina might end up with a first-round selection or move 
higher than 60th in the draft this year, not ruling out making 
moves in Montreal. 

“We always talk to teams and it depends what their price is,” 
Waddell said Wednesday. “Yes, we’d like to move up, but 
there’s a price we’re willing to pay and we’re not going to 
overpay. 

“If it’s going to happen it usually happens at the draft when 
there’s a guy sitting there, maybe at 30, that you say you 
really want. We’ll continue to talk to teams, but I think as we 
get to the draft there will be more talk.” 

For the first time since 2019, there will be fans in the stands 
and the NHL teams gathered at tables on the arena floor. 
The pandemic resulted in teleconferencing during the 2020 
and 2021 drafts that were held remotely, with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly announcing the selections from the NHL studios in 
Secaucus, New Jersey. 

Team officials huddled in private, the Canes making the 
home locker room at PNC Arena their “war room” the past 
two years and having a lot of voices heard in the room. 

“When you’re not surrounded by 31 other teams you can 
have your conversations with a larger group,” Yorke said. 

Remembering 2019 

At the 2019 draft in Vancouver, the Canes took forward Ryan 
Suzuki with their first-round pick. The trade of forward Jeff 
Skinner to the Buffalo Sabres in the summer of 2018 had 
gained the Canes another second-round selection and 
Carolina used it on a goalie, Pyotr Kochetkov of Russia. 

Yorke said he and Paul Schonfelder, now the Canes goalie 
coach, had scouted Kotchetkov as he starred for the Russian 
team in the 2019 World Junior championship in Vancouver 
and Victoria, British Columbia. 

“He was unbelievable,” Yorke said. “Because of technology 
we could then go back and increase the sample size, get 
more video and watch him, and then rank him. At the end we 
put him in a position where we thought his potential was 
similar to what we see today.” 

Kochetkov made his NHL debut for the Hurricanes this past 
season and was needed in the Stanley Cup playoffs to spell 
Antti Raanta. Although a bit unconventional with his 
technique, he impressed with his competitiveness while 
displaying a lively, at times fiery personal side. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 5, 2022 

 

“An infectious personality,” Yorke said. 

Kochetkov, who turned 23 on June 25, teamed with goalie 
Alex Lyon to help the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ AHL 
affiliate, capture the 2022 Calder Cup. 

“When we saw his name on the board (and available), it was 
a no-brainer in terms of selecting him,” Yorke said. “Right 
now he’s looking like a great pick.” 

With pandemic restrictions easing, NHL teams again were 
able to attend a prospects combine in Buffalo this year, 
watch the drills and conduct interviews. Yorke said there 
were fewer players than in past years because of the 
scheduling in the major junior leagues or injuries or travel 
problems. 

After a couple years of relying on impersonal Zoom 
interviews, a return to face-to-face meetings with players was 
refreshing, Yorke said. 

The Svechnikov Draft 

Few players made a quicker or bigger impact on the Canes 
than Andrei Svechnikov in 2018. 

After jumping from the 11th pick to second in the NHL draft 
lottery, Carolina quickly honed in on the Russian forward as 
the player they wanted while understanding the importance 
of getting it right. 

“Those can be franchise-altering decisions,” Yorke said. 

Yorke said the Canes interviewed Svechnikov at the 
combine that year, then brought Svechnikov to Raleigh for a 
few days before the draft to meet others in the organization. 

“The more time you spend with him the more you realize just 
how special a person he is,” Yorke said. “There are very few 
athletes or people who at 18 years old would have been as 
mature and as driven to get to where he wants to get to.” 

When Svechnikov was chosen at the draft in Dallas, his 
parents and his older brother, Evgeny, were there to 
celebrate the moment. A few years before that night, Evgeny 
was taken in the first round by Detroit in the draft and Andrei 
was there in Sunrise, Florida, to give him a big hug in the 
stands after the selection was announced. 

“The best part of being at the draft in person is seeing the 
parents’ reaction,” Yorke said. “It’s such a special moment. 
Irrespective of whatever happens in their career, the entire 
family has that memory.” 

Hurricanes at the 2022 NHL Draft 

Selections 

First round – no selection. 

Second round – No. 60 

Third round – No. 71 (from Blackhawks) 

Fourth round – No. 124 

Fifth round – No. 156 

Sixth round – Nos. 171 (from Ducks), 188 

Seventh round – Nos. 205 (from Blue Jackets), 220.
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The 10 best Hurricanes draft picks of all time: Aho, Slavin, Cole and more 

By Sara Civian 

Did you know the Hurricanes franchise has never picked No. 
1 in the NHL Draft? Not even in the Whalers days. In fact, 
the Hurricanes are the third-oldest NHL team to have never 
picked first in the draft. 

I’m sure Carolina fans are painfully aware of this. 

That said, the Canes have grown a reputation for finding 
talent in the later rounds, and this skill will be imperative at 
the upcoming 2022 draft, considering they don’t have a first-
round pick. 

To boost morale, let’s take a look at how the Hurricanes got 
that reputation: the 10 best draft picks they’ve made since 
relocating. I expect a heated debate in the comments, so I’ll 
lay out my rubric first. 

I’m weighing value heaviest. It’s easier to pick a great player 
in the top 10. Which later-round picks have made the biggest 
impacts? Then comes the extent of that impact. Did this 
player contribute to the 2002 and/or 2006 runs? Did he help 
win the Canes’ sole Cup? Is the part of the current core that 
has seen the most playoff consistency in Hurricanes history? 
Finally, we consider the player’s overall career 
accomplishments. 

10. Freddie Andersen 

2010 draft: 7th round, 187th pick 

Obviously Andersen, who has gone on to become a 
household goaltending name and finished fourth in Vezina 
Trophy voting this season, was a huge value pick as a 
seventh-rounder and would rank in just about any team’s top 
10 picks on that merit. It’s hard to figure out how to rank him 
for the Hurricanes, though, because … he didn’t end up 
giving the Hurricanes any of that value, considering he didn’t 
— uhhh — sign with them to begin his NHL career. 

He ended up being drafted again, in the third round in 2012 
by the Ducks. He’s back with Carolina now, though, in a full-
circle testament to how far both he and the Canes have 
come. We don’t want to go down the rabbit hole of 
Hurricanes draft picks that didn’t sign and went on to have 
illustrious careers, so we’ll stick to those who have 
contributed to the Canes after this. But finding a goalie who 
has gone on to post a 261-114-51 career record in the 
seventh round has to at least get a bit of recognition. 

9. Andrei Svechnikov 

2018 draft: 1st round, 2nd pick 

It’s too soon to tell what, exactly, Svechnikov will become. 
But his entrance to the team coincided with a new era, and 
it’s tough to say if this new era would’ve happened at all 
without him. He gave Canes fans a reason to be excited 
again (if just for the lacrosse goals, and his new contract (the 
largest in Hurricanes history) showed the team with a 

reputation for pinching pennies was willing to spend on 
players it believed in. 

8. Niclas Wallin 

2000 draft: 4th round, 97th pick 

Then-Canes general manager Jim Rutherford traded a 
fourth-, a fifth- and an eighth-round pick to move up 11 spots 
in the fourth round in 2000 when Wallin was still available, 
and what a decision that was. Wallin scored the iconic 
winner in the Miracle at Molson in 2002, which remains one 
of the most memorable moments in Hurricanes history. He 
also scored the game-winning goals in Game 2 of the 2002 
conference final and Game 2 of the 2006 conference 
semifinal. Not bad value for No. 97. He ended up playing 517 
regular-season games for the Canes. 

7. Brett Pesce 

2013 draft: 3rd round, 66th pick 

There’s clearly something to be said about a home-grown 
blue line (affordability and not having to trade to get a 
franchise defenseman among talking points), and the 
success the Canes have had on this front has been a 
cornerstone of the team for the past seven or so years. 
Pesce has played a huge role in that as one of the strongest 
shutdown defensemen in the league. He’s got a low-key 
offensive flair and he’s fast enough to keep up and jump the 
rush, but he provides that old-school, shot-blocking, minute-
eating, oomph. His consistency and second-line anchoring 
have been imperative as the Hurricanes have built a 
perennial playoff team. He’s also on a great contract, at a 
$4.025 AAV. 

6. Justin Faulk 

2010 draft: 2nd round, 37th pick 

Faulk was in a tough spot during his tenure with the Canes, 
often a scapegoat during the dark days. In retrospect, he 
was more like a bright spot in the midst of the darkness. He 
had three 15-plus-goal seasons and totaled 559 games, 85 
goals and 258 points as a Hurricane. What sticks out to me 
is that Faulk not only went through the dark days with the 
fans, but he saw them through and experienced the catharsis 
of that 2019 Eastern Conference final run. That goal he 
scored coming out of the penalty box is etched in Hurricanes 
lore. 

5. Eric Staal 

2003 draft: 1st round, 2nd pick 

Staal is top two overall in terms of impact for the Hurricanes, 
but the “No. 2 pick” aspect hurts him in these rankings in 
terms of value. He still had to be included in the top five 
because of that impact — even No. 2 picks usually don’t 
become franchise players and Cup champions — and his 
accomplishments as a player have been somewhat 
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overlooked by the hockey world because he was on the 
Hurricanes during the dark ages. But he was truly one of the 
best players in the league throughout the early-to-mid 2000s. 

Staal played 909 games for the Hurricanes, scored 322 
goals, netted 453 assists and ended with 775 points. He was 
a four-time NHL All-Star as a Hurricane. Maybe most 
importantly, he was the scoring leader in the 2006 playoffs 
that brought the Hurricanes their first and only Cup. As it 
stands, he’s simply one of the best Hurricanes of all time. 
That’s great value no matter where you’re picking. 

4. Erik Cole 

1998: 3rd round, 71st pick 

Cole is really where value, impact and winning collide in 
these rankings. After being drafted at No. 71, Cole played in 
557 games as a Hurricane and 892 overall, amassing 265 
goals and 532 points in his career. 

He had six goals in the 2002 playoffs and served as one-
third of the classic “BBC line” with Bates Battaglia and Rod 
Brind’Amour. He was a beloved teammate, and his injury in 
2006 was a huge rallying point for the Cup team. He ended 
up coming back and playing in Games 6 and 7 as the 
Hurricanes won the Cup. He signed a one-day contract to 
retire as a Hurricane, and his impact has always been much 
more than his on-ice production. It’s not every day you find a 
franchise favorite at No. 71. 

3. Sebastian Aho 

2015: 2nd round, 35th pick 

It’s hard to believe Aho fell to the second round with all he’s 
accomplished already as the Hurricanes’ No. 1 center. 
Competitive, skilled and perennially leading the team in 
points, Aho has established himself as the best player in this 
era of Hurricanes hockey. During the 2022 playoff run, he 
became the points leader in playoff franchise history 
(including Whalers), with 46 in 48 games. 

He’s established himself as a point-per-game player, ending 
2021-22 with 37 goals and 81 points in 79 games, and he’s 
only 24. 

2. Cam Ward 

2002: 1st round, 25th pick 

Talk about seeing exactly what you need and taking action. 
The Canes used their first-round pick on a goalie one time 
and one time only: right after they lost in the 2002 Stanley 
Cup Final. They took Ward as he was developing in the 
WHL, all parties continued to take their time with his 
development, then — the story goes — his rookie year was 
2006. Ward wasn’t the original plan for the Canes in net, but 
the switch from veteran starting goalie Martin Gerbe to rookie 
Ward in the first round ended up winning the Hurricanes their 
first and only Stanley Cup. He ended the playoffs 15-8 with a 
2.14 goals-against average, .920 save percentage and a 
Conn Smythe Trophy. 

He remains the most notable Canes goalie of all time, still 
leading in games played with 668. 

1. Jaccob Slavin 

2012: 4th round, 120th pick 

Slavin’s career is still peaking, and it’s hard to rank active 
and retired players on the same list — especially when you 
get to the top. But if I’m sticking to my rubric, I can’t think of a 
bigger steal from the team’s history than Slavin at No. 120. 
He is one of the best first-pairing defensemen in the league, 
full stop, and since he’s homegrown, the Canes have him at 
an affordable $5.3 million AAV. You can’t overstate the 
importance of this when you consider what else the Canes 
have been able to do with the extra cap space. I could list his 
statistics, but anyone who watches him knows his real value 
is in his stickhandling and the acts of defensive beauty he’s 
able to pull off without taking penalties.
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Identifying every NHL team’s biggest need with the draft and free agency approaching 

The NHL Draft is less than a week away, free agency is set 
to open July 13, and the offseason trades are already 
coming. 

Every team has some pressing need to address before the 
2022-23 season opens, and the time to act has come. 

What is the one thing each team must accomplish during this 
offseason, whether it’s in the draft, through free agency or 
with a trade? The Athletic asked the writers who know the 
teams best. Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are in serious need of a top-four defenseman 
after trading away Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson. 
Cam Fowler can’t do everything for them, Kevin Shattenkirk 
is best suited for a third-pairing role at this stage of his 
career, and Jamie Drysdale is still learning how to handle the 
chore of playing big minutes night after night. They could 
also use another scoring winger in the worst way, but shoring 
up the blue line should be the first order of business. 

— Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

If you add the players traded away at the deadline to the 
ones on expiring contracts (including Phil Kessel, Anton 
Stralman, Antoine Roussel, Loui Eriksson), the Coyotes have 
a need for more serviceable NHL players and the cap room 
to accommodate any team trying to dump a high-salaried, 
underperforming player. That was last summer’s blueprint, 
and it isn’t changing now. 

— Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Center. Even if Patrice Bergeron returns, the Bruins need 
help in the middle. Bergeron will be 37 and coming off elbow 
surgery. Erik Haula and Charlie Coyle are the second- and 
third-line centers. Haula is unrestricted at the end of 2022-23 
and not guaranteed to return. Meanwhile, whether prospects 
Trent Frederic and Jack Studnicka can become full-time NHL 
centers is unknown. 

— Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres re-signed Craig Anderson to a one-year deal 
with a $1.5 million cap hit this week. But general manager 
Kevyn Adams was quick to point out that the signing won’t 
prevent them from making another move in net. Anderson is 
41, and the Sabres’ only option behind him at the moment is 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, who has promise but remains 
unproven. Buffalo needs to find another reliable goalie who 
can play a starter’s share of games, because there’s no 
guarantee Anderson or Luukkonen will be able to do that this 
coming season. 

— Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

This depends on how free agency goes. If Johnny Gaudreau 
stays in Calgary, then the biggest need would likely be filling 

out the defense group and depth forwards. If Gaudreau 
leaves, the focus would shift to finding a way to replace his 
skill level and offensive production — or at the very least 
finding a replacement who can get close to it. In other words, 
the Flames will need to find a new top-line player. 

— Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The Canes have struggled with scoring through their past 
two playoff runs and could use a power-play weapon/scoring 
winger as they gear up for 2022-23. It seems unlikely that will 
happen in free agency considering their cap space 
predicament, so that piece might be best acquired in a trade. 

— Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks need just about everything short of a No. 1 
defenseman, a No. 1 left wing and a No. 1 right wing. But 
more than anything, they need picks, prospects and young 
players. Stan Bowman left the cupboard pretty bare, so Kyle 
Davidson’s focus will be on piling up futures in the hope that 
some of them will pan out. Oh, and a goalie or two would be 
good, considering they don’t have any NHL goalies under 
contract for next season. 

— Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Colorado just won the Stanley Cup, so its 2021-22 roster 
didn’t finish with many needs. This offseason’s needs will 
depend on which free agents general manager Joe Sakic 
decides to re-sign. Forwards Nazem Kadri, Valeri 
Nichushkin, Andre Burakovsky, Darren Helm, Andrew 
Cogliano and Nico Sturm are free agents, as well as 
defensemen Josh Manson, Jack Johnson and Ryan Murray 
and goaltender Darcy Kuemper. 

— Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Zach Werenski is the Blue Jackets’ clear-cut No. 1 
defenseman, and he’s on an island until they sort out the 
right side of their blue line. Andrew Peeke played above his 
head to pair with Werenski last season, but that’s not seen 
as a long-term fix. The Jackets may have addressed this in 
last year’s draft by selecting Corson Ceulemans late in the 
first round, but he’s probably a couple of years away. Adam 
Boqvist, Jake Bean and Nick Blankenburg can all play the 
right side, but the ideal playing partner for Werenski is most 
likely not currently with the organization. 

— Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

The Stars need to add scoring, which is a broad objective 
that can be addressed through different avenues. They’ve 
already done that in coaching by hiring Pete DeBoer, but 
they now need to add players as well. This includes forwards 
and defensemen. Given the Stars’ tight salary-cap situation, 
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it will mostly come through bargain deals or internal options 
with a handful of promising prospects. 

— Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Left-side defense. There’s certainly a case for a No. 2 center, 
but Detroit could be replacing nearly the entire left side of its 
blue line, with only Jordan Oesterle currently under contract. 
Top prospect Simon Edvinsson is expected to challenge for 
a roster spot, but even then, significant minutes are available 
on a blue line that desperately needs to improve. 

— Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Probably goaltending, and that’s particularly the case if Mike 
Smith’s career is over. Smith was excellent down the stretch 
and had his moments in the playoffs, but he is considering 
hanging up the pads at age 40. The Oilers have limited cap 
space, and Smith has just a $2.2 million hit, so finding an 
ideal replacement could be difficult. Edmonton has shown 
interest in pending unrestricted free agents Darcy Kuemper 
and Ville Husso before. 

— Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Until a few days ago, it was a coach. Now Paul Maurice is 
officially in the fold. Maurice has coached more NHL games 
than all but three other people, without much playoff 
success, and the Jets were a mess by the end of his time in 
Winnipeg. We’ll see how that goes. In the meantime, beyond 
the requisite roster tweaks you see from teams in the 
Panthers’ position, you have to assume Bill Zito would like to 
start talking extensions with Jonathan Huberdeau and 
MacKenzie Weegar. 

— Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

The top need is a left-side defenseman, just slightly ahead of 
another top-six scorer. With Drew Doughty and Sean Walker 
returning from long-term injuries, the right side of the defense 
is loaded, but the left is thin beyond Mikey Anderson. 

— Eric Duhatschek 

Minnesota Wild 

Besides awaiting a decision from Marc-Andre Fleury that will 
determine whether the Wild need to pursue a second goalie, 
they need goal scoring. With limited cap space, that likely will 
need to come internally, though. There’s some hope that 
Marco Rossi can step in and provide a Calder Trophy-
contending season. And there’s a wing and a prayer that 
several players who had career seasons won’t regress. But 
the reality is it won’t be easy to replace the production of 
Kevin Fiala, who was traded to Los Angeles after a career-
best 33-goal, 85-point season, when you’re a team that can’t 
throw around money this offseason … and the next two, for 
that matter. 

— Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Cap relief. The Canadiens will listen to proposals regarding 
just about anyone under contract not named Suzuki or 
Caufield because they need to create some financial oxygen 
with the state of Carey Price’s knee still up in the air. 
Regardless of what happens with Price, players under 
contract — led by defenceman Jeff Petry — are available. 
The question is whether there is a market out there for many 
of them with practically the entire league needing to count 
every dollar. 

— Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Another high-impact forward. Make it two if Filip Forsberg 
ends up elsewhere. The Preds could also use defensive 
help, but the biggest problem last season was finding two 
other top-six forwards to go with Forsberg, Matt Duchene, 
Ryan Johansen and Mikael Granlund. Philip Tomasino is 
rising. But a significant production void remains. 

— Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Goaltending is high on the list after this past season’s 
disaster between the pipes, and a high-end winger is right up 
there, as well. How the organization views Mackenzie 
Blackwood at this point determines the exact order. Maybe 
it’s fair to say (1A) goaltender and (1B) winger. 

— Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

The Islanders were too slow and plodding on defense last 
season, and assuming Zdeno Chara and Andy Greene aren’t 
coming back, they’ll need some fresh young legs on the back 
end. In a perfect world, they will find a puck-moving, 
offensive defenseman to play with emerging youngster Noah 
Dobson. 

— Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

To keep as much of the Eastern Conference finalist team 
together for next season and beyond. The Rangers brought 
in lots of help at the trade deadline, and they can’t keep most 
of those reinforcements. The challenge is to boost their 
depth, especially at forward, and not take a step backward. 

— Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

There is a healthy debate in Ottawa right now as to whether 
the Senators need a top-six forward or a top-four 
defenceman. In reality, both are pressing needs. The 
Senators appear set on the left side of their defense with 
Thomas Chabot and Jake Sanderson, but they could 
probably use a steady and reliable right-handed defenceman 
in their top four. Up front, the team has decided to move Tim 
Stützle to the centre-ice position, which has created an 
opening for another top-six winger. 

— Ian Mendes 
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Philadelphia Flyers 

If the Flyers are intent on trying to turn around their team 
quickly, they desperately need an infusion of high-end talent. 
Sean Couturier is coming off back surgery, and even though 
he’s a great player, he’s not one who truly scares defenses. 
And now Claude Giroux is gone and unlikely to return via 
free agency. They need game-changers — offensive 
weapons who can spearhead a power play and create 
matchup issues. Whether they can get one (or more) is 
another story, as those types of players are not easy to find. 

— Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Either re-signing No. 2 center Evgeni Malkin and No. 1 
defenseman Kris Letang to team-friendly new contracts (both 
are pending UFAs) or replacing one or both players without 
overspending on the open market. The Penguins will find 
neither option is easy. 

— Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks need to score more goals next season. They 
could use an elite goal scorer but may not have the cap 
flexibility to land one. If not that, a couple of top-nine 
forwards who can help improve the depth behind Tomas 
Hertl and Timo Meier combined with William Eklund’s 
ascension or a couple of rookies from last year making a 
leap might get San Jose closer to a league-average offense. 

— Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Top-six forwards and goaltending. The Kraken were 29th in 
goals scored last season. As for goaltending, it’s a layered 
discussion. It starts with finding a stopgap measure now that 
Chris Driedger is out for most of the regular season. Another 
component is finding a goaltending coach who can help fix 
what proved to be a major challenge last season. 

— Ryan S. Clark 

St. Louis Blues 

The Blues’ biggest need remains a top-four left-shot 
defensemen. They addressed it at the trade deadline last 
year by acquiring Nick Leddy from Detroit, but Leddy is set to 
become a UFA and there’s no guarantee he’ll be re-signed. If 
Leddy does leave in free agency, the Blues could revisit 
options such as Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun or Philadelphia’s 
Ivan Provorov. They’ll need someone to play with Colton 
Parayko or Justin Faulk. 

— Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning firmly believe they’re “not done,” saying they’ll 
have a chance to compete for Cups in coming years. They 
don’t need much, especially if they can retain UFA Ondrej 
Palat after already re-signing Nick Paul. GM Julien BriseBois 
said he has talked to Palat’s agent, along with Jan Rutta’s, 
and that both want to stay. Other than that, bringing in some 
speed for depth up front could help. 

— Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

With Jack Campbell a UFA and Petr Mrazek likely also on 
the outs, finding a way to add two quality goaltenders despite 
limited cap space stands as the biggest priority. Given a thin 
free-agent crop in goal, Kyle Dubas has his work cut out. 

— James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks 

Cap space. There are, of course, obvious needs on 
Vancouver’s roster, with the back end, in particular, sticking 
out as a weakness. But Jim Rutherford and Patrik Allvin have 
repeatedly emphasized the importance of freeing up money. 
After all, without cap space, the club won’t have the flexibility 
to take advantage of opportunities on the trade market 
and/or free agency anyway. Look for the Canucks to 
potentially shop some of their top-nine talent to create that 
cap room. 

— Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Vegas’ biggest offseason need is cap space. The Golden 
Knights are already pressed against the salary ceiling with 
an $85.2 million projected cap hit for next season and still 
hope to sign pending UFA Reilly Smith and their four key 
RFAs to contract extensions. Vegas already shed $5 million 
by trading Evgenii Dadonov to Montreal and will likely be 
looking for at least one more cap-shedding maneuver this 
summer. 

— Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

They desperately need a No. 1 goalie. RFAs Ilya Samsonov 
and Vitek Vanecek have been given ample opportunity to 
establish themselves but, to date, have not. The Caps can’t 
afford to wait any longer. GM Brian MacLellan, it seems, has 
two options: (1) Sign a starter from a weak pool of 
unrestricted free agents or (2) swing a trade. The second 
option seems to be the best route but, unfortunately for 
MacLellan, he’s not the only GM of a good team in need of 
help between the pipes. 

— Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Winnipeg’s biggest need is for Rick Bowness to generate 
buy-in such that Pierre-Luc Dubois and Mark Scheifele 
remain part of the team’s long-term plans. Dubois has 
reportedly communicated an intention to test the 2024 UFA 
market, while the contracts of Scheifele, Blake Wheeler and 
Connor Hellebuyck all expire that same summer. If the Jets 
sign Dubois for the short term and don’t make any drastic 
changes, then they need top-six forward depth, particularly 
on the right side, a little sandpaper, a backup goaltender 
(who could well be UFA Eric Comrie) and a plan for their 
crowded defense corps. 

— Murat Ates
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Burnside: Gleason's First Season Behind The Bench 

"If you talk to a certain player prior about trying to work on 
something and they go do it, that's what it's all about. It's just 
helping the player, being there for the player." 

By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC. - Over the course of the Carolina Hurricanes 
2021-22 season the television camera would pan across the 
team's bench and the man largely responsible for the team's 
defensive structure, play and penalty kill prowess would 
appear on screen. Invariably Tim Gleason would be 
impeccably dressed, face betraying nothing, stoic as though 
he had somehow wandered by mistake from his real job as a 
hedge fund manager into the din and fray that is NHL 
hockey. 

That's of course not at all what has happened. In fact, it's 
hard to imagine Gleason being anywhere else right now. 

But there's also no doubt that his presence behind the bench 
is equal parts total outlier and critical piece. 

Gleason recalls his first taste of life in North Carolina. A 
native of Clawson, Michigan, Gleason was the 23rd overall 
pick of the Ottawa Senators in the 2001 draft. After being 
traded to Los Angeles, Gleason and Eric Belanger were 
acquired just before the start of the 2006-07 season by 
Carolina for Jack Johnson and Oleg Tverdovsky. 

"It was a bit of a surprise. I think it was training camp the 
year after we won, they won the Cup here," Gleason 
recalled. "I got traded with Eric Belanger so that was helpful 
at the time. It was a totally different lifestyle change 
especially, heck it was about 15 years ago at this point, from 
L.A. to here. There are a lot of trees here. We were passing 
the cow fields on the way to the rink, so we were like, where 
are we? So that was kind of a big adjustment." 

Gleason spent the next seven and a half seasons with the 
Hurricanes before being dealt to Toronto in early 2014. 

He and head coach Rod Brind'Amour sometimes joke about 
how Gleason felt that Brind'Amour, who was the Hurricanes 
captain at the time of Gleason's arrival, was a little aloof. 

"He always jokes that I didn't talk to him for like three 
months," Brind'Amour said with a laugh. "I go, 'yeah you've 
got to show me what you were about before I was going to 
waste my time.'" 

"I said, 'heck I didn't even know if you knew my name the 
first little bit,'" Gleason added. "He goes, 'I knew you, I just 
wanted to see how you adapted' or whatever. I go 'geez 
nothing wrong with saying hi.'" 

"He's different now," Gleason added with his own chuckle. "I 
talk to him all the time." 

Gleason spent half a season in Toronto, returned to 
Carolina, and then joined Washington at the 2015 trade 
deadline before he retired at the end of that season. 

Like many former Hurricanes, Gleason and his wife and their 
three kids, now 15, 11, and 10, set up shop in Raleigh. 

It wasn't a decision influenced by the possibility of a future 
role with the team. In fact, pretty much the opposite. 

"When I was done playing? Actually, you know what I've got 
to be honest with you. When I was done, I was done," 
Gleason said. "I was gone for about two years actually. Kind 
of got into some skating on the side with kids and some 
training, off-ice training, things like that. Just for about two 
years or so." 

Then one day former assistant GM Brian Tatum called 
asking if Gleason was interested in rejoining the Hurricanes 
in a development role. 

"I'm like, geez, I never even thought about it. I said, 'sure I'm 
interested.' That's kind of how it kicked off," Gleason, 39, 
said. 

There are some skills that overlap between being a 
development coach and being an actual hockey coach. 
There is video to watch. There are conversations with 
players and their coaches either at the junior, minor pro, 
collegiate, or European level. There is some travel going to 
see those prospects, especially in North America. 

Then, during the 2019-20 season Ryan Warsofsky, now the 
head coach of the Hurricanes' top affiliate in Chicago, was 
away from the Hurricanes' then AHL affiliate in Charlotte for 
a few games, so Gleason went and helped out head coach 
Mike Vellucci. 

It wasn't so much a test for Gleason, but a serendipitous first 
look at what it might be like to actually coach. 

That idea was something that was brought fully into focus 
last summer when assistant coach Dean Chynoweth took a 
job in Toronto with the Maple Leafs. 

"Originally, it kind of came about through Roddy," Gleason 
said. "He gave me a phone call and at that time I'm sure 
there was a boatload of opportunities out there for someone 
to grab the job, especially guys with experience." 

Gleason laughs at the memory and how, in spite of the fact 
he probably wasn't as 'qualified' as many others, things 
progressed rather quickly, and as it turns out, seamlessly 
from the theoretical to the real. 

"In my mind I was like, 'well, I feel great with the call, just 
there are other experienced guys out there.' So that's kind of 
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how it started. And then the conversations kind of grew a 
little bit. And I guess the rest is history," Gleason said. 

We joked with GM Don Waddell about the process of finding 
a replacement for the highly regarded Chynoweth. Did the 
Hurricanes' brain trust sit down and decide the best course 
of action for the team would be to tab a guy with essentially 
no coaching experience and ask him to look after an NHL 
defense and the team's penalty kill? 

In hindsight, it has been more than a fortuitous turn of events 
for Gleason and the franchise. 

The Hurricanes won the William Jennings Trophy for 
allowing the fewest goals during the regular season, 
ostensibly a goaltending award but one that is widely 
considered the ultimate team defense honor. And they had 
the best penalty kill in the NHL at 88% efficiency, the best in 
franchise history and tied for 8th all-time in the league since 
these stats were tracked starting in 1977-78. 

But to make that leap of faith to entrust someone with those 
duties who had not done the job at any level, well, that is 
something else altogether. Heck, even Martin St. Louis had 
been coaching his kids' AAA hockey teams when he took 
over as head coach in Montreal this season. 

However, it speaks to a particular way of doing things in 
Carolina, and more than that it speaks to the trust that exists 
at the different levels of this organization to make something 
like this happen and then to have it succeed. 

"He checked all the boxes, except for he hadn't coached and 
Rod and I spent a lot of time on that," Waddell said. 
"Because the one thing I didn't want to do was put a lot of 
burden on Rod either. He's got a full-time job being the head 
coach of this team and certainly didn't want him to have to 
teach somebody as they went along." 

"Now once we made the decision it was good because 
Glease lives here, Rod lives here, and they got to spend a lot 
of time going over preparations and how Roddy looks at 
things and how Jeff Daniels has been here for a number of 
years too," Waddell explained. 

All the little threads that go into a hire like this one. First, you 
have to believe it's the right move and then for Gleason, he 
had to believe it was the right move and not just for himself, 
but for his family who had become used to having him 
around. Especially with his son in youth hockey and girls 
busy with horses and art. 

"I think being able to do it, I was 100 percent in. It was an 
opportunity that doesn't necessarily come around very often," 
Gleason said. "The hesitation was knowing the amount of 
time involved. Because playing is one thing, coaching is 
another. I guess you don't really notice that until you're 
actually doing it. It was more of a family decision, just making 
sure that the wife and kids are on board because if they're 
not then whatever." 

"It was more like, 'hey, this is what it is and I'm not going to 
be around a lot,' and things like that. For the kids it's 
obviously a bigger adjustment just because I was home for a 
long time," Gleason added. "It was almost six years I was 
home, really even with the other job. And then you're not. So 
it was a big adjustment, but it's all come around full circle." 

Brind'Amour, as is his want, is candid about his expectations, 
especially early on in having Gleason take on the assistant 
coaching role. 

"He's been great. He's been way better than I thought," 
Brind'Amour said. "Knowing the game is going to help you 
coach, but it's a different animal when you get into what 
actually goes on. All the details, he's picked it up so quickly 
and effortlessly really. Pleasantly surprising for me." 

Brind'Amour, who was an assistant coach for seven years 
before taking over as head coach in the summer of 2018, 
imagined there would be more teachable moments for 
Gleason. 

"I literally threw him in the fire and said you're handling that, 
that and that, go. Matchups and adjusting all the things that 
happened, because that's the best way to learn is on the fly 
and he's been great about it. I've been real happy with him. 
Obviously we already had a relationship, we were 
teammates, but we were also friends so it's been good," 
Brind'Amour said. 

While Gleason was at ease talking to players and sharing 
ideas with them from his days in development, he was brand 
new at presenting to the group and breaking down video with 
a larger group, and making sure that those sessions were 
properly planned and laid out. 

This isn't a university lecture where a professor drones on for 
an hour on a topic. This is about quickly passing along 
crucial bits of information about a defensive alignment or a 
penalty kill face-off set-up and the information has to be 
succinctly presented for it to have its desired effect. 

"With the meetings, it was more making sure you're being 
detailed, especially with things that are new. Because as a 
player you're like, oh yeah, give me one job I'll do it," 
Gleason said. "Coaching you've got to maybe explain four or 
five different jobs. Things like that. That was an adjustment 
and it continues to be something that you try to get better at." 

One of the first things Gleason did when he got the job, 
along with meeting with Brind'Amour and the rest of the 
coaching staff, was to reach out to the players, the 
defensemen primarily, who would be his responsibility and 
discuss his vision of what the relationship would be like 
between he and the players. 

"Tim was great. He called us all when he got the job. 
Introduced himself," said veteran defenseman Ian Cole, a 
two-time Stanley Cup winner who signed with Carolina last 
offseason. "He was upfront about it, like listen, I'll be honest 
with you, I don't really know what I'm doing. I have an idea of 
what I should do. I have an idea of what I want to do, but I've 
never done it before. I don't have that experience. So it's one 
of those things where I'm going to grow as a coach along as 
we grow as a team and as players and guys, talk to me and 
let me know what's going on. Let me know what you need 
from me. Let me know how best to communicate with you or 
whether you want to watch video or not watch video. 
Whatever." 

"He was very malleable in the sense as a coach where he 
wasn't set in his ways, well this is how I do things and this is 
how you need to do things if I'm going to be your coach," 
Cole added. "Which I think is great."  
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In some ways Gleason and Brind'Amour, like all of the 
coaching staff that includes goaltending coach Paul 
Schonfelder, veteran video coach Chris Huffine and another 
former Hurricane and longtime coach Jeff Daniels, are 
attached at the hip. 

It's not just the amount of time often spent in the cramped 
quarters of the coaches' office where the group gathers on a 
daily basis, including the moments after every game, but the 
symbiotic nature of their relationship, each with a specific 
task that is intricately related to the tasks of the others. And 
while the buck always stops with Brind'Amour on everything 
from lineup decisions to scheme to practice schedules, there 
is an obvious level of trust within the coaching group. 
Brind'Amour explained that one of his coaching philosophies 
is not to duplicate work. So he assigns tasks and doesn't 
micromanage. There is open discussion about topics from 
the staff. 

"I think that's why things go fairly smoothly," Gleason said. 
"Four minds are better than one in my opinion. For example, 
from the PK standpoint, that's an enormous deal so there's a 
lot of discussion with the guys in the room. I ask Huff a lot of 
things, too. He's the brains behind the brain, he's the man, 
right? But it's very helpful because one guy sees it one way 
you might see it another way. It works well like that. I think 
it's a huge thing that Roddy gives us opportunity to do our 
jobs but at the same time, hey maybe try this maybe try that 
or vise versa so it works really well." 

It's definitely not the same everywhere around the NHL. In 
fact, it might be the opposite in some coaches' rooms. 

"Hey, believe it or not, we have some laughs in there even 
though a lot of times you come in here and nobody speaks in 
here," Gleason said with a laugh. "But we talk all the time. 
There are a lot of good conversations. You throw the odd 
joke around and boys will be boys kind of thing, but when it's 
time it's time." 

Gleason jokes that it's easy to have a conversation about 
how this has all unfolded given that, well, he didn't suck at 
his job and the team didn't suck either. 

"I guess it helps that things were going well," Gleason said. "I 
couldn't say differently if it went south, I don't know if I'd be 
saying the same type of thing. So I think it's very helpful that 
I came into a good setting, a very good team and coaching 
staff and management and things like that. So you're kind of 
ahead of the game right off the hop." 

While we joke about Gleason's stoicism on the bench it kind 
of fits how he played the game. No nonsense. No frills. But 
it's a job he's warmed to quickly and the job has warmed to 
him. 

"Well it's definitely the closest thing to playing. So that's a 
good feeling on its own. I think what I get excited about is 
conversations with the players on the bench; listening to 
them, seeing how they're feeling, some guys are frustrated, 
some guys aren't, see how individuals are and you kind of 
learn to understand a little bit better. And I think that's a very 
fun but challenging thing at the same time to really see how 
they're adapting throughout the game. The crowd's involved 
and your emotions are through the roof," Gleason said. 

Whether you're protecting a late lead or pushing for a late 
tying or winning goal, the emotions are intense and the 
coaches have to convey information at critical times that will 
give those players the best chance at success just as the 
other teams' coaches are trying to do exactly the same thing 
across the ice. 

"There's a lot of high, intense moments and I've got to tell 
you as a player it's somewhat stressful in a different way, but 
as an assistant coach it's a totally different level of stress or 
mindset," Gleason said. "The mentality's totally different. By 
the end of it I sleep like a baby now and I couldn't sleep 
before when I played. I don't know what it is. You don't have 
control over it, but you know that there's a lot of things that 
go into it. It's definitely a great high. Being out there with the 
players, especially if you talk to a certain player prior about 
trying to work on something and they go do it that's what it's 
all about. It's just helping the player, being there for the 
player." 

So, you go with your gut in making a critical hire. No 
guarantees it'll work out the way you planned or even hoped. 
But isn't that the way with any NHL team? You don't know 
until you know about any of it, how managers, scouts, 
coaches, players, will all fit. 

And Brind'Amour has always followed his own hockey 
compass since taking over as head coach and it has 
consistently found true north. As it did with Gleason. 

"I always said about this, we hire good people and they'll 
figure it out. I'd rather have that than, oh a guy who's 
coached forever and is not a good person. That's not going 
to work," Brind'Amour said. "So, let's go start with the guy 
who knows. I'm a big advocate of guys that have played. I 
just am because they've sat there. They sat there and they 
know exactly how that guy's thinking because they've been 
through it. Jeff Daniels. That was my first hire because I 
knew he'd done everything; he's been a coach at every level, 
and he's been with our organization forever so he knows the 
guys. It was easy. This was the easiest hire ever. Tim was 
like just sitting there. Just perfect timing for him. I love the 
fact that he's a Hurricane."
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Top NHL restricted free agents: Robertson could get offer sheet 

Matthew Tkachuk, Laine, Oettinger also among those who 
may be available 

By David Satriano 

With the NHL free agent signing period set to begin on July 
13, NHL.com is taking a closer look at the top restricted free 
agents (listed by position and in alphabetical order). 

Most restricted free agents are eligible to receive an offer 
sheet from another team. His team can then match the offer 
sheet or receive draft-pick compensation based on its value. 

FORWARDS 

Jesper Bratt, New Jersey Devils 

The 23-year-old left wing set NHL career highs in goals (26), 
assists (47) and points (73) in 76 games this season. He also 
led the Devils with 18 power-play points and averaged 17:26 
of ice time per game. Selected by New Jersey in the sixth 
round (No. 162) of the 2016 NHL Draft, Bratt has 203 points 
(70 goals, 133 assists) in 307 games. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, Winnipeg Jets 

In his first full season in Winnipeg, Dubois scored an NHL 
career-high 28 goals and had 60 points, one shy of his NHL 
high set with the Columbus Blues Jackets in 2018-19. The 
24-year-old left wing also led the Jets with 15 power-play 
goals and 106 penalty minutes while averaging 18:55 of ice 
time per game. Selected by the Blue Jackets with the No. 3 
pick in the 2016 draft, Dubois has 239 points (102 goals, 137 
assists) in 361 regular-season games, and 22 points (eight 
goals, 14 assists) in 33 playoff games. 

Kaapo Kakko, New York Rangers 

The 21-year-old right wing had 18 points (seven goals, 11 
assists) in 43 regular-season games for the Rangers this 
season and five points (two goals, three assists) in 19 playoff 
games. Kakko has yet to live up to the lofty expectations as 
the No. 2 pick in 2019 NHL Draft, getting 58 points (26 goals, 
32 assists) in 157 games. 

Adrian Kempe, Los Angeles Kings 

Kempe had a breakout season for the Kings, leading them 
with 35 goals, more than double his previous NHL career 
high (16 in 2017-18). The 25-year-old center also had a 
career-high 54 points in 78 games and played in all 
situations. Kempe had 16 power-play points, three 
shorthanded goals and seven game-winning goals in 18:35 
of ice time per game, including 2:57 on the power play and 
1:28 shorthanded. Selected by Los Angeles in the first round 
(No. 29) in the 2014 NHL Draft, Kempe has 186 points (90 

goals, 96 assists) in 390 regular-season games, and six 
points (two goals, four assists) in 11 playoff games. 

Patrik Laine, Columbus Blue Jackets 

After getting just 24 points (12 goals, 12 assists) in 46 games 
for the Jets and Blue Jackets last season, Laine rebounded 
with 56 points (26 goals, 30 assists) in 56 games for 
Columbus this season. It was the fifth time in his six NHL 
seasons that the 24-year-old left wing has scored at least 26 
goals. Selected by Winnipeg with the No. 2 pick in the 2016 
draft, Laine has 327 points (176 goals, 151 assists) in 407 
regular-season games, and 16 points (eight goals, eight 
assists) in 24 playoff games. 

Artturi Lehkonen, Colorado Avalanche 

Lehkonen likely earned himself a big payday with his 
performance for the Avalanche in the playoffs, when he had 
14 points (eight goals, six assists) in 20 games, including 
scoring the Cup-clinching goal against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Game 6 of the Final. He also scored the 
overtime winner in Game 4 of the Western Conference Final 
to complete a sweep of the Edmonton Oilers. The 26-year-
old left wing had 38 points (19 goals, 19 assists) in 74 games 
for the Avalanche and Montreal Canadiens this season, and 
has 158 points (80 goals, 78 assists) in 412 regular-season 
games since Montreal selected him in the second round (No. 
55) of the 2013 NHL Draft. 

Andrew Mangiapane, Calgary Flames 

The 26-year-old left wing scored 35 goals in 82 games this 
season, matching his output from 124 games over the 
previous two seasons. Mangiapane also set NHL career 
highs in assists (20), points (55), plus-minus rating (plus-20), 
power-play goals (eight) and game-winning goals (eight) 
while averaging 15:44 of ice time per game. Selected by 
Calgary in the sixth round (No. 166) of the 2015 draft, 
Mangiapane has 132 points (78 goals, 54 assists) in 260 
regular-season games, and 12 points (six goals, six assists) 
in 27 playoff games. 

Josh Norris, Ottawa Senators 

The 23-year-old center led the Senators with 35 goals and 
was third with 55 points in 66 games this season, his second 
in the NHL. Norris also led Ottawa in power-play goals (16), 
game-winning goals (eight) and was second in power-play 
points (23) while averaging 18:35 of ice time per game. 
Selected by the San Jose Sharks with the No. 19 pick in the 
2017 NHL Draft, Norris has 90 points (52 goals, 38 assists) 
in 125 regular-season games with Ottawa. 
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Victor Olofsson, Buffalo Sabres 

The 26-year-old left wing had an NHL career-high 49 points 
(20 goals, 29 assists) in 72 games for the Sabres this 
season. Olofsson averaged 15:23 of ice time per game, 
including 2:14 on the power play, when he scored seven of 
his 20 goals. Selected by Buffalo in the seventh round (No. 
181) of the 2014 draft, Olofsson has 127 points (55 goals, 72 
assists) in 188 regular-season games. 

Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

Robertson followed up his impressive rookie season, when 
he had 45 points in 51 games, by getting 79 points (41 goals, 
38 assists) in 74 games. The 22-year-old left wing led the 
Stars in goals and power-play goals (13), was second in 
points and ice time per game among forwards (18:07), and 
was third in assists. He also tied for the NHL lead with 11 
game-winning goals. Selected by Dallas in the second round 
(No. 39) of the 2017 draft, Robertson has 125 points (58 
goals, 67 assists) in 128 regular-season games. 

Dylan Strome, Chicago Blackhawks 

The 25-year-old center had 48 points, including an NHL 
career-high 22 goals, in 69 games for the Blackhawks this 
season. Strome also had 16 power-play points while 
averaging 17:26 of ice time per game. Selected by the 
Arizona Coyotes with the No. 3 pick in the 2015 draft, Strome 
has 170 points (67 goals, 103 assists) in 273 regular-season 
games for Arizona and Chicago. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames 

The 24-year-old left wing finished eighth in the NHL in points 
(104), tied for ninth in goals (42), and tied for 11th in assists 
(62) in 82 games this season. His plus-57 rating was third in 
the NHL, behind teammates Johnny Gaudreau (plus-64) and 
Elias Lindholm (plus-61). Selected by Calgary with the No. 6 
pick in the 2016 draft, Tkachuk has 382 points (152 goals, 
230 assists) in 431 regular-season games, and 15 points 
(seven goals, eight assists) in 27 playoff games. 

Pavel Zacha, New Jersey Devils 

The 25-year-old center had an NHL career-high 36 points 
(15 goals, 21 assists) in 70 games for the Devils this season. 
He also averaged 16:51 of ice time per game, including 2:11 
on the power play. Selected by New Jersey with the No. 6 
pick in the 2015 draft, Zacha has 179 points (69 goals, 110 
assists) in 386 regular-season games. 

DEFENSEMEN 

Tony DeAngelo, Carolina Hurricanes 

The 26-year-old had a bounce-back season with the 
Hurricanes after he had his contract bought out by the 
Rangers, getting 51 points (10 goals, 41 assists) in 64 
games. He also had an NHL career-high 20 power-play 
points and plus-30 rating while averaging 19:49 of ice time. 

Selected by the Lightning with the No. 19 pick in the 2014 
draft, DeAngelo has 157 points (34 goals, 123 assists) in 270 
regular-season games for the Arizona Coyotes, Rangers and 
Hurricanes, and 11 points (one goal, 10 assists) in 17 playoff 
games. 

Noah Dobson, New York Islanders 

In his third NHL season, Dobson emerged as an offensive 
threat with 51 points (13 goals, 38 assists) in 80 games. He 
also led the Islanders in ice time per game (21:28) and 
power-play points (22), and was 13th in the NHL with 154 
blocked shots. Selected by New York with the No. 12 pick in 
the 2018 NHL Draft, Dobson has 72 points (17 goals, 55 
assists) in 160 regular-season games, and seven assists in 
20 playoff games. 

GOALIES 

Alexandar Georgiev, New York Rangers 

Georgiev was 15-10-2 with a 2.92 goals-against average, 
.898 save percentage and two shutouts in 33 games (28 
starts) for the Rangers this season as the backup to Igor 
Shesterkin. Signed by New York as a free agent July 19, 
2017, the 26-year-old is 58-48-11 with a 2.94 GAA, .908 
save percentage and eight shutouts in 129 games (117 
starts). 

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

The 23-year-old took over the starting role for Dallas this 
season and went 30-15-1 with a 2.53 GAA, .914 save 
percentage and one shutout in 48 games (46 starts). 
Although the Stars were eliminated by the Calgary Flames in 
seven games in the Western Conference First Round, 
Oettinger stood out with a 1.81 GAA and .954 save 
percentage. Selected by Dallas with the No. 26 pick in the 
2017 draft, Oettinger is 41-23-8 with a 2.46 GAA, .913 save 
percentage and two shutouts in 77 games (70 starts). 

Ilya Samsonov, Washington Capitals 

The 25-year-old was 23-12-5 with a 3.02 GAA , .896 save 
percentage and three shutouts in 44 games (39 starts) for 
the Capitals this season. Selected by Washington with the 
No. 22 pick in the 2015 draft, Samsonov is 52-22-8 with a 
2.81 GAA, .902 save percentage and six shutouts in 89 
regular-season games (79 starts), and 1-6 with a 2.98 GAA 
and .907 save percentage in eight playoff games (seven 
starts). 

Vitek Vanecek, Washington Capitals 

The 26-year-old split time with Samsonov this season, going 
20-12-6 with a 2.67 GAA, .908 save percentage and four 
shutouts in 42 games (39 starts). Selected by Washington in 
the second round (No. 39) of the 2014 draft, Vanecek is 41-
22-10 with a 2.68 GAA, .908 save percentage and six 
shutouts in 79 games (75 starts).
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2022 NHL offseason: Free agents, trades, draft and other big questions 

Jul 1, 2022 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs have ended, with the 
Colorado Avalanche winning their first Cup since 2001. 

As the runner-up Tampa Bay Lightning and the other 30 non-
Cup winners look to prevent an Avs repeat next season, 
there are a number of lingering questions on how exactly 
they'll go about doing it. 

The process has already started, as we saw a top-six 
forward dealt from one playoff team to another in the Kevin 
Fiala-to-Los Angeles Kings swap. Will there be more trades 
ahead of or at next week's draft? Who are the top free 
agents hitting the market on July 13? Let's dive in. 

Who are the marquee free agents, and where might they 
land? 

The top four free agents heading into July 13: Nazem Kadri, 
Johnny Gaudreau, Filip Forsberg and Claude Giroux. Will 
any of them actually re-sign with their current teams? It feels 
about 50-50 across the board. 

Gaudreau and Kadri have both been linked to Philadelphia 
as a potential landing spot; Gaudreau because it's near his 
hometown in New Jersey, and Kadri because his disruptive 
(but skilled) style seems tailor-made for the Flyers and new 
coach John Tortorella. 

Forsberg hasn't agreed to an extension with Nashville so far; 
the Kings would be a team to watch if Forsberg does hit the 
open market. L.A. averaged fewer than three goals per game 
last season, and they have money to spend. Forsberg's skill 
set would be a tremendous asset, and he'd be reunited with 
former Predators' teammate Viktor Arvidsson. 

As for Giroux, it could be a two-team race with Ottawa and 
Florida. The Senators have talented young players, and 
Giroux would be an excellent mentor to them. Going home 
would also be the sentimental choice for Giroux. But, if he 
wants to truly chase a championship, staying with the 
Panthers (if that's an option) is the play. It really comes down 
to what Giroux wants to prioritize at this stage of his career. -
- Kristen Shilton 

Which teams will be the most active in free agency? 

The Colorado Avalanche should be brewing a strong pot of 
coffee right about now after their Stanley Cup party. 

"It's going to be a lot more difficult [to win again] obviously," 
general manager Joe Sakic said. "We have a lot of 
unrestricted free agents here and the cap's not going up 
really. We have decisions to make." 

The Avs have 14 players under contract for next season. 
Their unrestricted free agents include a slew of players who 
contributed to their Cup victory: Center Nazem Kadri, winger 

Valeri Nichushkin, defenseman Josh Manson and goalie 
Darcy Kuemper among them. Artturi Lehkonen, a key trade 
deadline pick-up and playoff performer, is a restricted free 
agent. Colorado's core of players are championship-level. 
How the Avalanche fill in the blanks around them will 
determine their chances for a repeat -- with a flat salary cap, 
and Nathan MacKinnon needing a new contract next 
summer. 

The Calgary Flames were expected to challenge the 
Avalanche in the Western Conference, but their playoff push 
stalled in the second round. The Flames have about a dozen 
players under contract for next season. One of them is not 
winger Johnny Gaudreau, the jewel of the free-agent market. 
He's an unrestricted free agent; forwards Matthew Tkachuk 
and Andrew Mangiapane are restricted free agents, as is 
defenseman Oliver Kylington. 

One more team to watch: The Seattle Kraken. The second-
year franchise failed to make an impact in its inaugural 
campaign. There's buzz around the league that Seattle could 
be aggressive in free agency, seeking to make a big splash 
(as Kraken are wont to do). They have close to $23 million in 
cap space with which to play. -- Greg Wyshynski 

Who are some under-the-radar FAs that could end up with a 
really big contract? 

Before the Stanley Cup Final, this would have been Valeri 
Nichushkin. But he's on everyone's radar now, and will 
command the sizable new contract reflective of his regular 
season and playoff performances. 

A pair of Nichushkin's Colorado teammates -- Andre 
Burakovsky and Josh Manson -- could see unexpectedly 
large bumps in their negotiations. Burakovsky and Manson 
both have strong bargaining power; Manson most likely hits 
the open market with plenty of suitors after a consistent 
postseason, and Burakovsky's value got a bump from his 
late-playoff showing. 

Two other names to watch: Vincent Trocheck and Frank 
Vatrano. Trocheck is 28 and just entering his prime after an 
under-hyped 51-point season. Vatrano was added by the 
Rangers at the deadline, and exceeded expectations on their 
postseason run. Both should have played their way into 
better deals than they would have fetched last fall. -- Shilton 

What will the goalie market look like this offseason? 

The goalie market isn't nearly as robust as that wild carousel 
last summer, but that doesn't mean there aren't some 
intriguing options. 

The unrestricted free agents include Stanley Cup champion 
Darcy Kuemper of the Avalanche; Marc-Andre Fleury, who 
Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin hopes to bring back; Jack 
Campbell, who went 51-14-9 in three seasons with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs; St. Louis Blues goalie Ville Husso, who 
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stole Jordan Binnington's job for a spell last season; and 
Braden Holtby, who had a bounce-back campaign with the 
Dallas Stars. 

After that, it's names like Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Casey 
DeSmith, Detroit Red Wings goalie Thomas Greiss, Flyers 
goalie Martin Jones and Predators goalie David Rittich. 

There are four interesting restricted free agents. Both 
Washington Capitals' goalies, Vitek Vanecek and Ilya 
Samsonov, are RFAs. So is Alexandar Georgiev of the 
Rangers, as well as playoff hero Jake Oettinger of the Stars. 

Some of those RFAs could end up on the trade market, 
where there are other veteran options. Jonathan Quick of the 
Los Angeles Kings had a solid playoff showing and is in the 
last year of a contract with a $5.8 million AAV. Semyon 
Varlamov of the Islanders is also in the last year of his deal 
($5 million AAV) for a team that needs to open up cap 
flexibility. The Devils could move on from Mackenzie 
Blackwood. 

The wild card this summer is Anaheim Ducks goalie John 
Gibson. He refuted a report that he wanted a trade from the 
only franchise he's known, but would the Ducks benefit from 
moving his team-friendly cap hit ($6.4 million) with five years 
left on the 28-year-old's deal? -- Wyshynski 

Will we see an offer sheet this summer? 

That depends: Will the Montreal Canadiens sign one of the 
Carolina Hurricanes' restricted free agents, because it's their 
turn in this "top that" offer sheet rivalry? 

All kidding aside, the Hurricanes do have a restricted free 
agent that would fit the offer sheet bill: Center Martin Necas, 
who had 40 points in 78 games last season, but could use a 
change in scenery. 

Two other targets of note: New York Islanders defenseman 
Noah Dobson is coming off a 51-point breakout season on a 
team with salary cap issues; and Stars goalie Oettinger, if 
only because there are so many teams seeking a solution in 
goal. But one assumes they'd do what it takes to retain him. 

In the end, offer sheets are like sales at Louis Vuitton: 
Fascinating in theory, almost non-existent in reality. Well, 
outside of Montreal and Raleigh. -- Wyshynski 

Who are the most notable skaters on the trade market -- and 
which do you think will get traded? 

The No. 1 player on most trade boards has already been 
moved: Forward Kevin Fiala, whom the Minnesota Wild 
traded to the Los Angeles Kings on Wednesday for a first-
round pick and NCAA defenseman Brock Faber. 

Who's next? There's been plenty of speculation about the 
Vancouver Canucks' forward duo of J.T. Miller and Brock 
Boeser. Miller, 29, has no trade protection, a $5.25 million 
cap hit and reaches unrestricted free agency next summer. 
Boeser, 25, is a restricted free agent with arbitration rights -- 
but he made $7.5 million in salary last season. 

Arizona Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun was in the 
rumor mill last season and is going to be again during the 
summer. The 24-year-old puck-mover needs a change in 
scenery; but given his team-friendly contract ($4.6 million 

AAV through 2024-25), he won't come without a huge return 
for Arizona. 

The Chicago Blackhawks are looking to reshape their roster. 
GM Kyle Davidson said that only Patrick Kane, Jonathan 
Toews and Seth Jones -- who have no-movement clauses -- 
aren't being shopped. Which means standout winger Alex 
DeBrincat, 24, could be on the move this summer. 

The Edmonton Oilers could look to move offensive 
defenseman Tyson Barrie (signed through 2023-24, $4.5 
million AAV) to create some cap flexibility. 

The Montreal Canadiens could move 34-year-old Jeff Petry, 
who has three more seasons at $6.25 million against the 
cap. He asked for a trade last season because his family is 
in the U.S. The Canadiens could also be tempted to move 
forward Josh Anderson, who has a $5.5 million AAV on a 
contract that runs through 2027. Keep in mind that GM Kent 
Hughes didn't acquire him or sign him. 

Among the restricted free agents that could be on the move if 
the economics don't work out with their respective teams: 
Jesse Puljujarvi and Kailer Yamamoto of the Oilers; 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear of the 
Hurricanes; center Pavel Zacha and winger Jesper Bratt of 
the Devils; and winger Kasperi Kapanen of the Penguins. 

Then there's Pierre-Luc Dubois, who reportedly told the Jets 
he plans on testing the free agent market ... in 2024. The 
Jets have two more seasons of control over the restricted 
free agent. Talk about calling your shot. 

Who gets traded? Three names we're expecting: Chychrun, 
Puljujarvi and Miller. -- Wyshynski 

How transformative will this offseason be for the Seattle 
Kraken? 

GM Ron Francis pledged to build Seattle up the slow and 
steady way. The Kraken played last season as the anti-
Vegas Golden Knights, stumbling through their freshman 
campaign like an awkward teen. Seattle can use this 
offseason to start the inevitable franchise glow-up. 

Francis holds the No. 4 overall pick in the draft, which has 
the outside potential of producing a selection who could be in 
the Kraken lineup sooner than later. The Kraken have four 
second-round picks; does the GM use them all on prospects, 
or leverage some on the trade block? 

Setting Seattle up for success in free agency is critical. It will 
take more than just great drafting to mold the Kraken into an 
eventual contender. Francis has done well so far getting a 
couple key players from the expansion draft (Jared McCann 
and Jamie Oleksiak, especially) on long-term contracts. A 
return to form by goaltender Philipp Grubauer would go a 
long way in stabilizing the team's most important position. 
Francis doesn't have much control there -- especially given 
the goalie's long-term deal -- but he can surround Grubauer 
with more talent. 

This second offseason will require Francis to add more 
impact skaters to the mix, and keep instilling confidence in 
Seattle's future direction. If Francis plays his cards right, 
Seattle could be one of the surprises of next season; maybe 
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not quite a playoff team, but a lot more fun to watch. -- 
Shilton 

Does Shane Wright still go No. 1 in the draft? 

Montreal should have no reservations about taking right-
shooting center Shane Wright at No. 1. He's still the best 
overall player available, he's the safest choice based on 
history of past performance, and he has overcome character-
building battles to get where he is. 

When the OHL canceled its 2020-21 season due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it hurt Wright's ability to truly establish 
himself in that No. 1 spot sooner. Wright had ground to make 
up in this last OHL campaign, and finished eighth in league 
scoring with 94 points in 63 games (plus 14 points in 11 
playoff tilts). He's also a 6-foot, 200-pound 18-year-old with 
an admirable competitive streak, good leadership skills, high 
hockey IQ and game-breaking potential. 

Wright consistently makes things happen on the ice and 
elevates those around him, and he'll be a cornerstone for 
Montreal. -- Shilton 

Who are some of the other names to know? 

Logan Cooley is a 5-10 forward from the U.S. development 
program who came up through the Sidney Crosby "Little 
Penguins" program in Pittsburgh, but fancies himself as a 
Patrick Kane-like scorer. Slovakia has produced two great 
prospects: Left wing Juraj Slafkovsky, who some believe 
could still go first overall; and Simon Nemec, the highest-
rated defenseman in the draft on most boards. Czech 
defenseman David Jiricek is right there with him. 

Forward Cutter Gauthier and center Matthew Savoie are also 
expected to go in the top 10. -- Wyshynski

 

 

 

NHL Off-Season Outlook: Carolina Hurricanes 

The Carolina Hurricanes are set for an interesting off-season 
with some notable free agents, but can the club remain a 
true contender heading into 2022-23? 

By Adam Proteau 

Below, you’ll find the newest file in THN.com’s month-long 
series of columns on the off-season plans for all 32 NHL 
teams.On this day, we’re analyzing the Carolina Hurricanes. 

2021-22 Record: 54-20-8 
Finish In The Metropolitan Division: 1st 
Salary Cap Space Available (As Per CapFriendly.com): 
$19.3 million 
Restricted Free Agents: Steven Lorentz, F; Martin Necas, F; 
Ethan Bear, D; Tony Deangelo, D 
Unrestricted Free Agents: Max Domi, F; Nino Niederreiter, F; 
Derek Stepan, F; Vincent Trochek, F; Ian Cole, D; Brendan 
Smith, D 

What Carolina Has: One of the fastest, slickest lineups in the 
league; the NHL’s best road team last season (25-12-4); 
arguably the most emotionally-invested team owner in the 
league in Tom Dundon; a head coach with few peers in Rod 
Brind’Amour; a skilled, relatively low-salaried defense corps; 
and dynamic young forwards in Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis 

What Carolina Needs: Good health from starting goalie 
Frederik Andersen and defenseman Jake Gardiner; 
continued contributions from veteran forwards Jordan Staal 
and Teuvo Teravainen, and more cheap labor from their 
solid prospects group 

What’s Realistic For Carolina Next Season: For most of last 
season, the Hurricanes dominated opponents with their 
swiftness and skill, but after outlasting the Boston Bruins in 
the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs, the ‘Canes did not 
have the killer instinct to put away the New York Rangers in 
Round Two, greatly disappointing fans and emotional owner 
Tom Dundon. You can blame their early playoff exit on 
injured starting goalie Frederik Andersen, but backup Antti 
Raanta (2.25 goals-against average and .922 save 
percentage in 13 playoff games) gave them a chance to win.  

No, the bigger problems for Carolina in the post-season were 
sub-par special teams (including a power play that was only 
effective 13.0 percent of the time, and a penalty kill that 
sagged at 74.0 percent), and, most importantly, an offense 
that dropped off precipitously from the regular season (in 
which they averaged 3.38 goals-for per game) to the playoffs 
(2.64 goals-for per game). That’s not going to cut it, 
especially when they run into a team like the Rangers that 
had a bona fide superstar in net. The Hurricanes needed to 
find a way to grind out goals against a player like Igor 
Shesterkin, and they couldn’t do so when it counted this 
spring. 

‘Canes GM Don Waddell does have a fair amount of salary 
cap space to play with, but, with only 14 players signed thus 
far for the 2022-23 campaign, it’s unlikely Carolina will be 
shaking the league’s talent tree for a young, restricted free 
agent the way they did to the Montreal Canadiens last 
summer when they successfully offer-sheeted forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Finding a way to bring back restricted 
free agent forward Martin Necas and unrestricted free agent 
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forwards Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck will be 
difficult enough.  

Waddell will have to be creative on the trade and free agent 
fronts, and it may well come to pass that the Hurricanes will 
begin the season with less overall depth than they ended this 
past season with. But that’s not out of the ordinary. That’s 
how the salary cap is designed to work. 

The Metropolitan Division will be just as competitive, if not 
more so, than it was in 2021-22, but the ‘Canes still have 
more than enough talent to not only make the playoffs, but to 
repeat their first-place finish in that group of teams. 
Ultimately, they are going to be judged by Dundon, fans and 
media in terms of their playoff run next spring, but as far as 
the regular season goes, they’ll be about as entertaining as 
they were last year.

 

Three NHL Playoff Contenders With Some Work to do This Summer 

Some teams might be one piece away. Others might need a 
couple. Here's a look at three teams with interesting off-
seasons ahead of them. 

By Mike Stephens 

"We're just one piece away"  

You hear it all the time in professional sports. It's the Hockey 
Man's favorite phrase, one uttered to buy himself another 
year or two of time to shuffle deck chairs on the Titanic.  

This summer, there are more than a few NHL teams who 
seemingly believe themselves as one piece away from 
contention. Some might actually be right. Others, not so 
much.  

Let's go through the three leading candidates to determine if 
they really are as close to the promised land as they think 
they are, and what their off-seasons could look like.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

- 2021-22 Result: Lost in Second Round to New York 
Rangers 
- Pending Free Agents: Vincent Trochek, Nino Niederreiter, 
Derek Stepan, Max Domi, Martin Necas (RFA), Tony 
DeAngelo (RFA), Ethan Bear (RFA) 
- Cap Space: $19.3 million 

This is the one team that I actually would agree might be one 
piece away. It's just that the piece they need is pretty hard to 
find.  

The Hurricanes should feel good about themselves for the 
most part. Theirs was a staggeringly deep team last season, 
one boasting talent at all position groups that also happened 
to play a system designed specifically to maximize the 
impact of each player on the ice.  

What befell them in the end, however, was a combination of 
two factors.  

Factor No. 1 was injuries -- which, frankly, is partly on them. 
Hitching your wagon to a Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta duo, two above-average but aging and injury-prone 
netminders, means you accept the risk that either may break 
down right when you need them the most.  

And, shocker! That's exactly what happened. Who could've 
seen that coming? If you buy a used car with a history of 
transmission problems, how made can you be when it 
inevitably stalls on a desolate stretch of highway? 

The second factor is the one that earns them their place on 
this list: Lack of elite scoring talent.  

Sure, Sebastian Aho and Evgeny Svechnikov are wonderful 
players. Great, even. But neither has broken into that upper 
echelon of the NHL's elite yet -- a club filled with players 
capable of taking over large stretches of games all by 
themselves.  

That lack of firepower was particularly apparent in the Canes' 
second-round series versus the Rangers, during which New 
York's blue-chippers like Chris Kreider, Artemiy Panarin, 
Mika Zibanejad, and Adam Fox provided their team an 
element no one on Carolina's roster could match.  

So, what do they do? Well, the problem is that few teams 
can just stroll into their local free agent store and pick up an 
elite scorer.  

But this summer offers a rare opportunity.  

GM Don Waddell and his front office are not shy when it 
comes to making bold moves. They'll swing for the fences if 
they want to. Perhaps the Hurricanes shift a few pieces 
around and make a run at Johnny Gaudreau, someone who 
would pair perfectly with their top-line forwards and also 
happens to be coming off a Hart Trophy-caliber season.  

Filip Forsberg could be an option, as well, as he seems like a 
great fit in Rod Brind'Amour's system and would give the 
Canes a scoring punch they've lacked for years.  

If they don't want to blow the doors off right away, Waddell 
could always be the next fool to hand Evander Kane a long-
term deal. We all know how much this team loves their 
controversial talents that probably shouldn't be given another 
chance to play pro hockey.  

Any of these moves would first require some financial 
gymnastics, of course. The Hurricanes have a little over $19 
million in cap space with more than a few notable players to 
re-sign. But it's not impossible, and would actually give them 
the one piece that really does seem to separate them from 
contention.  

Nashville Predators  

- 2021-22 Result: Swept in First Round by Colorado 
Avalanche 
- Pending Free Agents: Filip Forsberg, Nick Cousins, Luke 
Kunin (RFA), Yakov Trenin (RFA) 
- Cap Space: $18.1 million 

Speaking of Filip Forsberg... 

There is no universe in which the Predators beat the 
Colorado Avalanche in round one of the 2022 playoffs. It just 
wasn't in the cards. But a healthy Juuse Saros would have at 
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least made it a tad more interesting. And that fact is almost 
certainly haunting the dreams of GM David Poile as he 
prepares for his 283rd consecutive offseason at the helm of 
this organization.  

After a promising season that saw Saros establish himself as 
a franchise goaltender and Matt Duchene finally play like the 
top-line center he's paid to be, followed quickly by adding 
Ryan McDonagh for practically zero cost, it's hard not to 
dream big if you're in charge of the Predators.  

Are the Predators actually one piece away, though? 
Probably not. Their entire franchise trajectory hinges upon 
re-signing Filip Forsberg, which the Preds have yet to do, 
while their depth at both the forward and goaltending 
positions could definitely use some replenishing.  

But getting Forsberg locked in opens up a world of 
possibilities. If Duchene can perform like he did last season, 
adding another high-end weapon up front could give the 
Predators an offensive punch they've frankly never had at 
any point of their existence.  

I could absolutely see Poile going after Avs playoff superstar 
Valeri Nichushkin when the market opens. The Predators 
also possess their own first-round pick for the next three 
drafts, including this one. Perhaps they package some of that 
draft capital with a prospect or two to pry Jesper Bratt out of 
New Jersey, where his odds of staying seem to dwindle by 
the day.  

Given how old-school Poile tends to be, a short-term deal for 
Evgeni Malkin, whose days in Pittsburgh seem quizzically 
numbered, might not even be off the table. The Penguins 
know full well how great the Nashville market can be from 
when they played them in the Cup Final back in 2015. Malkin 
probably made note of it.  

The Preds might not actually be one piece away from 
contention, but circumstances can certainly convince their 
brass that they are. And once that happens, all bets are off.  

Edmonton Oilers 

- 2021-22 Result: Swept in Western Conference Final by 
Colorado Avalanche 
- Pending Free Agents: Evander Kane, Brett Kulak, Jesse 
Puljujarvi (RFA), Kailer Yamamoto (RFA), Ryan McLeod 
(RFA) 
- Cap Space: $7.1 million 

There's nothing like an unexpectedly deep playoff run during 
which your star players hid the glaring deficiencies plaguing 
your roster to make a GM lose their mind.  

Ken Holland is probably feelin' himself right now. The 
Evander Kane signing worked (until it didn't), Cody Ceci 
actually performed like an NHL defenseman for a three-
month stretch, and Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
proved once again just how far they can drag a team all by 
themselves.  

You better believe Holland has told the Oilers' board of 
governors that the team is just one piece away. And, to his 
credit, he has the postseason success to prove it -- on the 
surface, that is.  

Take even a tiny glimpse deeper, and you'll see that the 
Oilers are a Jenga tower waiting to crumble.  

To be fair, though, their top-end talent is actually pretty 
secure. McDavid and Draisaitl were transcendent in both the 
regular season and the playoffs, Zach Hyman earned every 
penny of the contract he signed over the summer, Evan 
Bouchard established himself as a fine young defender, and 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins proved once again that he's a 
versatile top-six forward who can play up and down the 
lineup.  

But that's about where the stability stops.  

The Oilers have just upwards of $7 million in cap space to re-
sign the likes of Evander Kane and Brett Kulak, find new 
deals for RFAs Ryan McLeod, Kailer Yamamoto, and Jesse 
Puljujarvi (we'll get to him in a minute), and also lock down at 
least one (and potentially two) new goaltenders.  

That math doesn't add up. And to make matters worse, the 
team is reportedly in the process of forcing one of the cheap 
versatile young players that could help them in a cap crunch 
like this, Puljujarvi, out of town for...uh, has anyone actually 
found out why yet?  

If the Oilers do find a way to clear some cap room, likely by 
buying out Zack Kassian and jettisoning a player they 
probably shouldn't, that new money will probably be devoted 
to Kane -- who is currently waiting to find out whether his 
previous employer had grounds to terminate the last long-
term deal he signed.  

Not ideal!  

This Oilers' roster has great bones that, if built around 
properly, could support a contender. But they're not one 
piece away. And their off-season might show the perils of 
teams who mistakenly believe that they are.
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Carolina Hurricanes 2022 Mock Draft 

A full seven-round Hurricanes mock draft. 

By AlexOhari 

The NHL Draft is always one of the most exciting dates on 
the NHL calendar, as teams add youth into their organization 
in hopes to set up for the future. Over the years, Hurricanes 
have made it an organizational goal to build through the 
draft, and have developed a lot of their promising youth in 
the process. 

However, the 2022 NHL Draft very well may be a bit different 
for the Hurricanes than the usual. As things currently stand, 
the team is set to head onto the First Round evening’s draft 
floor without owning a first-round pick for the first time since 
2006 — which gives this year’s draft experience a little less 
mystique. 

Despite the lack of their coveted pick — which they 
relinquished in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet — the 
Canes do have eight picks in this draft, and have become 
well-known for their propensity to trade back. They could 
easily end up with more than eight picks by the time things 
are all said and done. But for now, let’s stick with what they 
currently have and take a look at some potential prospects 
that could join the organization next month. 

2nd Round, 60th Overall  

RW Gleb Trikozov [Omsk, MHL] 

It’s extremely possible that Trikozov won’t still be available 
when the Hurricanes make their first selection, but the black 
cloud hanging over Russian-based prospects makes this a 
very intriguing draft. As far as the player goes, Trikozov has 
good size and a very heavy shot. He has good vision and 
puck skills, and while he’s predominantly a finisher, he’s a 
guy that can create in a variety of ways. He’s super well 
rounded, which I believe should give him a good floor at the 
NHL level. He’s a borderline first-round talent that’s in danger 
of slipping down the board, and despite the question marks, I 
can’t see the Canes passing on him if he’s still available. 

3rd Round, 71st Overall 

D Kasper Kulonummi [Jokerit U20, Finland] 

We all know how much the Hurricanes love their Finns — so 
this is a very on-brand pick. Kulonummi is a smooth skating 
defender with good size, and he plays a very well-rounded 
game. He really impressed me at the U18 World Juniors. He 
was an assistant captain for his Finnish team and was a key 
contributor for them. He stood out as an efficient puck mover, 
and looked to be a really smart player defensively with tight 
gaps, smart pinches and a rugged approach. I don’t think 
he’s very flashy, but his style kind of reminded me of a 
smaller Brett Pesce type player. I feel like he’s being a bit 

overlooked because of the lack of a real “wow” factor in his 
game, but he looks to be a good prospect with a strong 
chance of translating his game to pro hockey. 

4th Round, 124th Overall 

F Antonin Verreault [Hull, QMJHL] 

Antonin Verreault is a kid I like a lot. Playing for my local Hull 
Olympiques, I’ve watched him live numerous times and I 
always come away impressed. Similarly to Verreault, I 
practically begged the Canes to draft Olympiques forward 
Zach Dean last year — who went in the first round to Vegas 
— so my hope is that Carolina will right the ship with 
Verreault. I feel like he’s a kid being overlooked because of 
his lack of size as a 5-foot-8, 160-pound winger, but he has 
time to grow and add muscle.  

He’s a shifty, elusive skater with great vision and exceptional 
puck-handling skills. After winning the QMJHL Rookie of the 
Year Award last season, I expected him to take a larger step 
forward but he was snake-bit on a team with super balanced 
scoring. He had 46 points in 56 games (after leading the 
team with 29 points in 31 games last season), and had first-
round hype before the season started His stock has fallen 
because he’s an offensive winger that didn’t explode 
offensively, but the proper tools are there for him to succeed 
in the future. I think he’s a potential steal, but he needs to 
add a bit more of a physical element to his game if he wants 
that chance. But at this stage of the draft, he’s a no-brainer. 
Here’s what he can do: 

5th Round, 156th Overall 

F Tucker Robertson [Peterborough, OHL] 

An overager who went undrafted in 2021, teams won’t make 
the mistake of letting Robertson skip away again. He broke 
out offensively for the Petes this season, putting up 41 goals 
and 81 points in 68 games. His best attribute, though, is his 
tenacity. He’s an extremely scrappy, annoying, physical, 
pain-in-the-arse type presence despite being on the smaller 
side at 5-10, 190. I feel his play style gives him a really 
strong chance to become an NHLer down the road, even if 
his offense doesn’t translate to the pro level. He joined the 
Hurricanes prospect camp last summer as an invitee, so the 
team is already familiar with the player, and obviously felt 
highly enough about him to invite him in for a look. 

6th Round, 171st Overall 

D Ludvig Jansson [Sodertalje, Sweden] 

A 6-foot-0, 176-pound defenseman, Ludvig Jansson seems 
like a prototypical Canes pick. At age 17, he played 47 
games in the Swedish second tier [Allsvenskan] this past 
season, although scouts seem to have a bit of a mixed grade 
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on him. I haven’t personally watched him live, but from the 
reports I’ve read and tape I watched he’s billed as more of an 
offensive D. On tape, he looks very patient and smart with 
the puck, and moves very fluidly. If he’s available this late in 
the draft, taking a flier on him is a no-brainer as he continues 
his development in Sweden. 

6th Round, 188th Overall 

G Karlis Mezsargs [Riga, MHL] 

I feel like an NHL team would be doing itself a disservice by 
not using at least one pick on a goaltender in every draft, 
considering how important the position is and how voodoo 
goaltenders can be. At the stage of the draft, you’re banking 
on upside. Mezsargs is 6-foot-2, 185 pounds and had decent 
success as a 17-year old in the MHL last season. In all 
honesty, I know nothing about him. But the last Latvian 
goaltender the Hurricanes employed did pretty good — 
Arturs Irbe — remember that guy? So I’m more than willing 
to take a gamble here. 

7th Round, 205th Overall 

LW Yegor Sidorov [Saskatoon, WHL] 

Sidorov is a guy that I tracked for a majority of the WHL 
season. He’s a Belarusian WHL import, and another solid 

prospect from a Belarus program that has began producing a 
lot of talent in recent years. I’m not sure where Sidorov will 
land on draft day, but I believe he’ll probably be a late-round 
guy. He moves well and has a great shot and release, and 
he buried 23 goals in 58 games for Saskatoon this season. 
He stands to improve as he continues to adapt to North 
American hockey, but as of now his physicality and 
defensive game is a bit of a work in progress. Regardless, I 
think he has some skills worth developing, especially 
because he can consistently put the puck in the net. 

7th Round, 220th Overall 

F Marcus Nguyen [Portland, WHL] 

My dear friend and fellow Canes Country writer Matthew 
Somma would never have let me hear the end of it if I didn’t 
select Nguyen in this draft. If you haven’t been keeping up — 
Nguyen has basically become Matt’s version of my Haydn 
Fleury. Here’s his analysis: 

“Elite skating and hockey sense. Fantastic and exciting puck 
skills. Excels at turning defense into offense. Should break 
out next year as his role increases.” 

He also said that Nguyen was the single most exciting player 
he watched in the WHL this season — so I guess I’m on 
board.
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About Last Season: Jordan Staal 

Time is unquestionably catching up to the Canes’ captain, 
but Staal delivered to his typical high standards on defense 
as part of a trio that only very rarely saw itself broken up. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Jordan Staal: 2021-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 33 

 NHL seasons: 16 

 Scoring: 17 goals, 19 assists, 36 points in 78 games 

 Playoff scoring: 1 goal, 5 assists, 6 points in 14 
games 

 Advanced statistics: 58.38 CF%, 58.23 HDCF%, 
57.46 xGF%, 57.5 GF% 

 Average TOI: 13:43 ES, 0:42 PP, 2:13 SH 

 Contract status: Signed through 2022-23 at $6.0 
million AAV 

What were you doing ten years ago? 

Chances are, your answer is not “exactly the same thing I 
am doing today.” But if you’re Jordan Staal and you’re 
reading this, first off, hello! - and second, yep, you’re the 
exception that proves the rule. 

It’s hard to believe that it has been ten years since Staal was 
acquired from Pittsburgh and immediately signed to a ten-
year contract extension that pays him $6 million annually. 
That extension enters its final year next season, and Staal 
has hinted that he might not sign another one. Back to that in 
a second. 

Over his career with the Hurricanes, he’s been a model of 
consistency, especially defensively. In only one season was 
he below league average in expected goals against 
percentage, and much more often he’s been among the 
league’s best. 

But over the past couple of years, things have started to take 
a tumble offensively for the captain, culminating in a season 
where his defensive play (mostly) stood up to scrutiny, but 
there wasn’t the offensive threat to pair with it. As a result, 
one of the best two-way forwards the Hurricanes have ever 
employed has found himself reduced to a largely one-way 
player. 

(Oddly enough, only once in his entire ten-year run with the 
Hurricanes has Staal scored more goals than expected. If 
you found yourself this past season thinking that Staal’s 
inability to convert solid scoring chances looks familiar, 
friend, your eyes do not deceive you.) 

Rod Brind’Amour doesn’t like tinkering with lines, although 
he did so this season more than in past years. But the trio of 
Staal, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast was so effective 

that they were almost never separated. Only six other lines in 
the entire league spent as much time together as the 
Hurricanes’ third line, which was together for 11% of the 
Hurricanes’ total man-minutes played in 2021-22. 

Staal is very much a “you know what you’re going to get” 
player. In some ways, that makes a year in review on him 
more tricky than just about any other player, because what 
can you say about Jordan Staal that hasn’t already been 
said? There’s a lot of mileage on those tires, and it’s not a 
surprise at all to see them wearing down. Staal turns 34 on 
September 10, and among active players from his draft 
class, only Phil Kessel and Milan Lucic have played more 
games than Staal’s 1,092. 

Truthfully, it’s a testament to Staal’s conditioning that his 
defensive game remains as solid as it does, entering year 17 
of his NHL career. A $6 million salary for a player who is a 
third-line center at this point of his career is high, yes, but 
look at the whole thing: the Hurricanes got more bang for 
their buck in past years, most notably a stretch from 2012-
2019 where Staal posted 40 points per 82 games every 
single year on some truly decrepit Hurricanes rosters. 
(Andrej Nestrasil and Joakim Nordstrom send their best 
regards.) That production combined with Staal’s consistently 
excellent defensive play is absolutely worth the tradeoff the 
Hurricanes are paying now. 

And even at his current output, he’s still not that overpaid: 

There’s no question that time is creeping up on Staal. Even 
he admitted as much at his postseason meeting with the 
media. If he does elect to hang up his skates and not sign a 
new contract after the upcoming season, he will have nothing 
left to prove. He’s earned the right to go out on his own 
terms. 

A reasonable person could look at the situation, see Jack 
Drury waiting in the wings and likely to contribute on the 
same level as Staal, look at the salary difference, and start 
yelling at clouds about how the Hurricanes don’t have the 
cap space to afford having one of the highest-paid third-line 
centers in the league. But don’t be fooled into believing that 
it’s black-and-white. Staal still has a Stanley Cup ring and 
has inherited the mantle from Justin Williams as the 
unquestioned leader of the locker room. I know intangibles 
are out of fashion in general, but Staal is the prototypical 
player for whom you can’t quantify a salary simply on the 
basis of numbers. 

Next offseason, we might be having a different conversation, 
one where the Hurricanes no longer have Staal’s services to 
count on. Until then, the Hurricanes will keep throwing Staal 
out to kill nearly every penalty, shut down opposing top lines, 
and lead by example in much the same way his coach did 
during his own playing career. 

Just as it’s been for the last ten years. Some things never 
change. 
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About Last Season: Jordan Martinook 

The Alternate Captain was plagued by injuries once again 
this season and after his abysmal year, one has to wonder, 
was his contract renewal last summer a smart move? 

By Cody Hagan  

Jordan Martinook 2021-22 By The Numbers 

 Age: 29 

 NHL Seasons: 7 

 Scoring: 6 Goals, 9 Assists, 15 Points in 59 Games 
Played 

 Playoff Scoring: 0 Goals, 1 Assist, 1 Point in 6 
Games Played 

 Advances Statistics: 58.0 CF%, 51.6 xGF%, 50.01 
GF% 

 Average TOI: 9:43 ES, 0:04 PP, 0:10 SH 

 Contract Status: 2 Years Remaining at $1.8 Million 
AAV 

Last offseason the Carolina Hurricanes had to make many 
difficult decisions. One of those decisions was what to do 
with their Alternate Captain Jordan Martinook. It was almost 
certain that trio of bottom six free agents consisting of 
Martinook, Warren Foegele and Brock McGinn could not all 
come back making north of $1.5 Million each. So the team 
traded Foegele to Edmonton, balked at a four-year term deal 
with McGinn who left for Pittsburgh, and then scurried to sign 
Martinook on the first day of free agency.  

The ever vocal team leader, Martinook has struggled with 
injuries since his second season in Carolina. This year was 
no different as he missed time during the regular season and 
playoffs with lower body injuries. His play on the ice was not 
great this season either even when he was healthy.  

Martinook scored just 15 points for an average of .25 points 
per game, his lowest PPG average since arriving in Carolina. 
He was also removed from the penalty kill unit this season 
despite being a mainstay for the PK during his previous three 
seasons in Raleigh.  

The reality is Martinook is a glue guy who at best is a fourth-
line player or an extra forward. Rod Brind’Amour loves him 
and has a tendency to move him up to the first or second line 
when things are going bad and that just puts Martinook in an 

unfair situation. He is not fast enough to play on a line with 
Sebastian Aho’s and Teuvo Teravainen’s nor does he having 
the scoring touch to be a power forward like Nino 
Niederreiter. You could almost describe him as a poor man’s 
Jesper Fast on the ice. But, everyone loves the guy to death 
off the ice because he does stuff like this:  

Pre-Covid Martinook was a staple in the community and 
could be seen at the local bars hanging out with the Caniacs. 
He’s a Western Canadian farm boy who fits in with a 
southern small market crowd. That’s why he was rewarded 
with an A on his sweater. At the time it was absolutely 
needed. Justin Williams had retired and there were serious 
concerns for who was going to speak up in the locker room. 
But the time has come for guys like Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov to step up and be those guys. Aho started 
splitting the A with Martinook this season and the Hurricanes 
could very well be in line to take the C whenever Jordan 
Staal’s time in Raleigh ends. So where does that leave 
Martinook?  

As Carolina looks to re-tool their team in hopes of figuring 
out once again what went wrong this season, one area they 
have to look long and hard at is their scoring. From top to 
bottom they simply did not get enough, especially in the 
playoffs. Guys like Martinook don’t bring much offense to the 
table and their cap space can be used in better ways. Would 
you rather have Martinook or Derek Stepan? You simply 
cannot have both moving forward.  

2021-22 was a tough year for Martinook. His injuries have 
become a major concern and his offensive decline is also 
alarming. Knocking on 30 years old, you have to wonder how 
long his body can hold up.  

Looking back, was it a good move to bring back Martinook 
for three years at a $1.8 Million AAV when that cap space 
could be used in different ways? Rod Brind’Amour was vocal 
about wanting him back for numerous reasons and 
Martinook was vocal about wanting to be back. But was it the 
right move? The team is locked in to his deal barring a trade 
or a buyout and his roster spot could easily be replaced with 
prospects from the AHL.  

Being a leader and a glue guy is worth something, but is it 
worth $1.8 Million when the contributions elsewhere aren’t 
there? That is the questions the Hurricanes front office must 
ponder and decide on this summer because they simply 
cannot afford the 2021-22 version of Martinook to take up a 
valuable roster space and cap space.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article263091928.html 
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-gleasons-first-season-behind-the-bench/c-334280946 
https://www.nhl.com/news/best-nhl-restricted-free-agents/c-334789406 
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LeBrun rumblings: Why hasn’t Filip Forsberg re-signed with Nashville 
yet? Claude Giroux to Edmonton? 

 

Pierre LeBrun7-9 minutes 04/07/2022 

 

When you talk to most people around the league, it’s always been the 
expectation that Filip Forsberg would ultimately re-sign in Nashville. He 
still very well might, but I think a lot of people are surprised that 
negotiation hasn’t produced an extension yet. 

My sense is both sides aren’t that far apart, they’re both willing to do an 
eight-year extension at an AAV that begins with an eight. Forsberg’s 
camp, led by veteran agent J.P. Barry, is believed to want a dollar figure 
in the high eights while veteran GM David Poile is in the low eights. 

Still, is this thing really going to blow up over about half a million a year? 

It feels like both sides have dug in with their latest positions. Forsberg, 
who turns 28 in August, is coming off a six-year deal which paid him $6 
million AAV. 

I would have bet heavily a month ago that this would have been done by 
now. It’s rather interesting that it hasn’t concluded yet and other GMs and 
agents have taken notice. Because if suddenly Forsberg is on the 
market, and perhaps Johnny Gaudreau goes to market as well if he 
doesn’t sign Calgary’s eight-year offer, we’ve got quite the 1-2 punch at 
the top of the free-agent frenzy. 

In the end, and maybe it’s because I still have a hard time seeing 
Forsberg leave Nashville, the only place he’s ever played where players 
love living, I think it gets done. 

But it sure doesn’t feel like a sure thing as of Monday morning. 

Claude Giroux to the Oilers? 

As the week begins here, there remained still mutual interest between 
the Florida Panthers and Claude Giroux to figure something out but July 
13 is fast approaching. 

The Panthers are somewhat hamstrung by the cap and whether or not 
they can find a deal that works for both sides to keep Giroux in South 
Florida is not guaranteed. 

There are clubs lurking, hoping to have a chance at Giroux, 34, come 
July 13. 

One of those teams, I’m told, is the Edmonton Oilers. In the event that 
the Oilers can’t re-sign Evander Kane, I was told over the weekend that 
the Oilers have internally discussed the merits of trying to sign Giroux. 
He has played primarily wing the last few years, but also remains a top 
faceoff guy and still obviously impactful offensively. 

Giroux playing either with Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl has plenty of 
appeal. 

I think one of the key elements regardless of where Giroux ends up is 
signing more than a one-year deal. He’s got two young boys and I don’t 
think the veteran player and his wife want to keep moving around year to 
year. Teams that step up with a two- or even three-year deal will have a 
better shot. But so will teams with a shot at winning. Which the Oilers 
represent after a trip to the Western Conference Final. 

Obviously, another team to watch would be the Senators, Giroux and his 
family spend their summers in Ottawa. I just think the allure of wanting to 
win a Cup ASAP would be the sticking point on that one even though it’s 
a young and talented team that’s on the rise. But maybe the Sens’ pitch, 
if Ottawa decides to dive in on Giroux, wins him over. 

Flower power 

Veteran agent Allan Walsh was set to meet with client Marc-André Fleury 
and his wife Monday at their Montreal area offseason home to discuss 
the offseason game plan further. 
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The Wild remain interested in trying to bring the 37-year-old back. But 
obviously, there will be interest from other contenders. 

I wouldn’t be surprised if Toronto was one of those teams. Fleury in the 
end was willing to go to Toronto at the trade deadline in March and we 
know the Blackhawks and the Maple Leafs were cooking up a deal that 
fell apart at the time. Which paved the way for the Wild to swoop in and 
get him on deadline day. 

But I do think Fleury would be open to the Leafs among other 
contenders. 

Will be interesting to see how Walsh and Fleury navigate July 13 if they 
don’t re-sign with Minnesota. As noted before, there are really just four 
notable UFA goalies this year in Fleury, Jack Campbell, Ville Husso and 
Darcy Kuemper and probably about 10 teams who need goalie upgrades. 

Fleury will be able to be picky with his decision. Hard not to think that 
Colorado wouldn’t be a nice fit if for whatever reasons the Cup champs 
are unable to re-sign Kuemper. As of Monday morning, the Avs hadn’t 
yet made a formal contract offer to Kuemper but the club has 
communicated a desire to try to keep him. So we’ll see where that goes. 

Malkin and Letang 

Still, no breakthrough on the Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang contract 
fronts as of Monday morning although my sense is there has been some 
movement from all sides. 

The Penguins’ original position, I believe, was a two-year extension for 
each player, and both balked at that. I believe the club has moved on 
term to three years for each. But the AAV also matters and I don’t have a 
good read on where that is in each case. 

The two players are represented by different agents so it’s not like they’re 
in lockstep on what they ultimately want but I’m guessing both would 
prefer a four-year extension at least if the AAV is going to be club-
friendly. 

GM Ron Hextall was hired to shepherd this roster into a transition while 
still wanting to be competitive. These two negotiations loom large over 
that process. 

I think in the end Letang gets done, he stays put in Pittsburgh, I don’t 
have as good a read on the Malkin path right now. 

Ilya Mikheyev 

My understanding of the Ilya Mikheyev game plan is that if he does hit 
the open market July 13, his agent Dan Milstein will be looking for a 
multi-year deal in the $4.75 million AAV to $5.5 million AAV range. 

I tweeted as much Monday morning and Leafs fans were rather 
incredulous that was even possible. And I get it, it does seem higher than 
the $4 million or so I had pegged for Mikheyev. But funny things happen 
in the UFA market with desperate teams. Just because Milstein is aiming 
for that ballpark, doesn’t necessarily mean he will get it. But I think 
there’s pretty solid interest in the 21-goal man. 

Speaking of Milstein, as first reported by my TSN colleague Darren 
Dreger on Monday, he now represents Russian blueliner Mikhail 
Sergachev of the Lightning. I’m told Sergachev, who has another year 
left on his current deal at $4.8 million (then RFA), reached out to Milstein 
a day after the Cup final ended asking if he would do take him on. 

Evander Kane 

As of Monday, there was still no second grievance hearing set for 
Evander Kane and the San Jose Sharks and according to sources, highly 
doubtful it would happen before the free-agent market opens July 13. 

This is far from ideal for Kane or the Sharks given the uncertainty of what 
that second grievance hearing could produce as a result. Does he go 
back on the Sharks books? Does he remain a free agent? So many 
unanswered questions. Do other NHL teams try to sign Kane on July 13 
not knowing the result of that hearing? 

All of which makes me wonder whether there’s any motivation for both 
sides, the Sharks and Kane’s camp, to perhaps entertain having some 
discussions on a settlement. But I don’t know at this point if that’s a 
realistic option or not. 
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NHL Draft 2022: Will any (more) teams trade their first-round picks this 
year? 

 

THE ATHLETIC NHL STAFF 

12-16 minutes 04/07/2022 

 

One first-round pick has already been moved in the week leading up to 
the 2022 NHL Draft, with the Los Angeles Kings sending theirs to the 
Minnesota Wild as part of the Kevin Fiala trade. Will it be the first of 
many? 

It’s typically rare in the NHL for a first-rounder to be moved, and trade 
speculation ahead of the draft is usually overstated. But last year we had 
one of our most chaotic first rounds in recent years in terms of picks 
moved. Could we see something similar this year? As we approach 
Thursday’s first round, all eyes, in particular, are on New Jersey at No. 2 
and Ottawa at No. 7. 

We asked the writers who know the teams best whether they expect first-
round moves. Here’s what they think each team will do, broken into tiers. 
— Corey Pronman 

Draft order 

First, a reminder of what the first round currently looks like: 

Almost certainly will try to move the pick 

Ottawa Senators 

Why? Pierre Dorion has made it clear that he intends to upgrade his 
roster for next season, and the Senators general manager appears to be 
willing to use the No. 7 pick to accomplish that goal. After missing the 
playoffs in five consecutive seasons, the pressure is mounting for the 
Senators to take a step forward. So don’t be surprised if they’re willing to 
part with draft picks and prospects to make that happen. — Ian Mendes 

There’s a really good chance 

Edmonton Oilers 

Why? The Oilers are in win-now mode and could use the first-round pick 
to improve a roster led by Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. If GM Ken 
Holland can’t use the pick to acquire a player, the odds are high he’ll 
move down in the draft. The Oilers are without second-, third- and fourth-
round selections this year, so an extra pick or two couldn’t hurt. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

New York Islanders 

Why? GM Lou Lamoriello has already indicated there are trades coming 
as the Islanders attempt to remain in the Stanley Cup conversation, so 
there’s a good chance they could dangle their first-rounder for immediate 
help. They will be on the lookout for a left-shot defenseman and another 
scorer at wing, in particular. — Kevin Kurz 

They’ll listen if the right deal is there 

Anaheim Ducks 

Why? It helps to have two first-round picks, and it’s possible the No. 22 
selection could be used in a package to bring in a younger proven piece 
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who will grow along with the new core, fronted by Trevor Zegras, Troy 
Terry and Mason McTavish. GM Pat Verbeek also has the No. 10 pick 
and two second-rounders, Nos. 42 and 53. Verbeek could keep it and 
continue stockpiling prospects, but if a deal is to be made, the No. 22 
choice in a supposedly so-so draft could be parted with. Cap-challenged 
GMs love a first-round pick, especially if they don’t have one. — Eric 
Stephens 

Buffalo Sabres 

Why? With three first-round picks at his disposal, GM Kevyn Adams will 
be open to a deal that can help the Sabres in both the short and long 
term. He’s not going to trade a pick for the sake of making a deal, but 
having so many picks at his disposal gives him options. A trade is more 
likely later in the first round than it is with the picks at 9 and 16. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Why? The Blue Jackets have two early picks (Nos. 6 and 12) and are 
planning/hoping to be aggressive this summer. They also have a desire 
to clear out some forwards to make room for their young players. If they 
trade a pick for an established player, they’ve said it will be a young 
player with significant term or multiple years of club contractual control 
remaining. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Why? The Stars are in a position where their farm system is in a solid 
place with the forwards but lacks depth on the blue line. Picking at No. 
18, they won’t have their pick of the top prospects, so if a team wants to 
jump up and the Stars can add another pick in the top 50, they’d listen to 
that. Dallas would be more inclined to trade back than trade up. — Saad 
Yousuf 

Minnesota Wild 

Why? They’d use one of their first-round picks as part of a package to 
move up or down. Just don’t expect them to move out of the first round 
outright. That’s unlikely for a team that continues to want to build through 
the draft. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Why? We are not talking about the No. 1 pick, but the Canadiens’ second 
first-round pick, at No. 26 — originally belonging to the Calgary Flames 
— is likely in play, but more so for moving up in the first round than 
acquiring a player. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Why? Just about anything is on the table for David Poile, especially 
considering he still doesn’t know if he will be able to re-sign his best 
forward, Filip Forsberg, who’s on the verge of hitting the market. Poile 
would have to do some serious maneuvering to maintain a competitive 
roster if he can’t, even after Sunday’s trade to acquire defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh. — Joe Rexrode 

The Lightning have made a cap-clearing move, sending Ryan McDonagh 
to Nashville for two players. 

If they buy out Philippe Myers, Tampa Bay will have $7.3 million in cap 
space created.https://t.co/j9hFpecoDY pic.twitter.com/Fi5AXe9HK6 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) July 3, 2022 

New Jersey Devils 

Why? General manager Tom Fitzgerald has said he would trade his first-
rounder for an impact player, but that was before the Devils moved up to 
the No. 2 pick in the lottery. That’s why their best option is to listen to 
offers, then assess — whether there’s a deal for a comparable player or 
one to move down a few slots and add a strong NHL-caliber player while 
still drafting high. — Shayna Goldman 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Why? GM Ron Hextall is under pressure to keep the Penguins in 
contention — without mortgaging for the future. That puts him in a no-win 
situation with a low first-round pick, so he has to listen if any offer means 
improving the team after a fourth consecutive first-round exit. — Rob 
Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Why? The Sharks have made it clear they want to continue trying to 
improve while getting younger around the veteran core. They’ve also 
missed the playoffs three years in a row. The most likely outcome is 
selecting a player at No. 11 to pair with William Eklund on top of a group 
of interesting young players and prospects for the future. But if someone 
offered a young, NHL-ready player with years of team control, they’d at 
least have to think about it. — Corey Masisak 

St. Louis Blues 

Why? The Blues are in a Stanley Cup window that could close in a few 
years. They wouldn’t trade their first-rounder to make just any deal, but 
they also would not be afraid to move it if they could upgrade the current 
roster and help them win now. The fact that they have two promising 
young forward prospects in Jake Neighbours and Zach Bolduc also gives 
them flexibility. One thing to watch if the Blues keep the pick is they’ve 
done a lot of trading up and down in the first round to get the player they 
want. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Why? The Lightning have a history of dealing their first-round picks to 
build their championship roster. But having already traded their 2023 and 
2024 first-rounders, my bet is that they keep this one unless a really good 
deal comes up. They could use more depth in their prospect pool. — Joe 
Smith 

Vancouver Canucks 

Why? The Canucks haven’t made a first-round selection since 2019, so I 
can’t see them moving the pick for a player. That said, the club seems 
open to the idea of potentially moving up or down depending on how the 
draft shakes out compared to their internal board. Trading down to 
recoup an extra pick could be especially appealing considering 
Vancouver doesn’t own a second-round pick. — Harman Dayal 

Washington Capitals 

Why? GM Brian MacLellan is in a tough spot. On the one hand, he’s 
been tasked with propping open a championship window that’s closing — 
rapidly — and may need to part with something of value (like the No. 20 
pick) to get something of value in return. On the other, after the aging 
Alex Ovechkin-led roster got dismissed in the first round for a fourth 
consecutive year, MacLellan also needs to begin restocking the 
cupboard for the rebuild that follows the Ovi era. — Tarak El-Bashir 

They’ll say they’re listening but won’t 

Arizona Coyotes 

Why? Arizona’s position is unique because the Coyotes have three No. 
1s: their own, plus Carolina’s (via Montreal for Christian Dvorak) and 
Colorado’s (for Darcy Kuemper). They also have four second-rounders, 
so the option is there to package extra picks to move higher in the draft if 
they have a particular target in mind. — Eric Duhatschek 

Seattle Kraken 

Why? Kraken general manager Ron Francis has referenced how teams 
like Colorado and Tampa Bay became as good as they are due, in part, 
to how they managed their first-round picks. Plus, the Kraken have the 
smallest farm system in the NHL and having a first-round pick would be 
crucial. — Ryan S. Clark 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Why? The Leafs’ prospect cupboard has thinned out as of late, and it 
feels like there’s an understanding within the organization that it’s time to 
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replenish that cupboard, as it were. Matthew Knies and Topi Niemela are 
good prospects who project as NHLers down the road, but the team 
lacks a true high-end prospect who can play on a top line down the road. 
That’s not to suggest that the Leafs will certainly find a future first liner or 
top pair defenceman at 25. But with only two picks on Day 2 of this year’s 
draft, the Leafs need to give themselves the best chance possible to add 
a steal of a pick. — Joshua Kloke 

Concurring opinion: The Leafs have made an organizational commitment 
to picking in the first round after trading several top picks over the past 
few years. It’s not impossible they move their No. 25 pick, but consider it 
highly unlikely as they attempt to fill out the prospect pool. — James 
Mirtle 

Winnipeg Jets 

Why? The Jets’ two first-round picks (14th and 30th) give them plenty of 
opportunity to get creative. The 30th would be a great piece to shop, 
whether for immediate help or perhaps for a pair of second-round picks 
from teams like Ottawa, Arizona and Montreal, among others. It’s even 
possible the Jets try to move up like they did to take Logan Stanley in 
2016. Despite these options, I believe Winnipeg’s biggest priority is to 
make their picks at 14th and 30th, seeking to reproduce their 2015 Kyle 
Connor and Jack Roslovic success. — Murat Ates 

No, because no one ever does 

Detroit Red Wings 

Why? Aside from a slight move up and down (which, historically 
speaking, rarely happens within the top 10), it would be hard for the Red 
Wings to justify moving their first-round pick. They still need more top-of-
the-lineup talent, especially at center, and picking in the top 10 is their 
best avenue toward finding it. — Max Bultman 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Why? In short, teams just don’t trade top-five picks these days. The 
Flyers know that they desperately need a prospect with top-of-the-lineup 
potential, and this is their best chance since missing on the Nolan Patrick 
pick to get one. I’d be quite surprised if they trade out of the pick. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

No, because they don’t have one 

Boston Bruins: Traded it to the Ducks as part of the deal to get Hampus 
Lindholm. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Calgary Flames: Traded it to the Canadiens as part of the deal to get 
Tyler Toffoli. — Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: Forfeited it to the Canadiens because of the Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi offer sheet. — Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Sent their first-round pick to Columbus in the Seth 
Jones trade last summer, when they thought they’d be contending, not 
rebuilding. It’s not ideal. New general manager Kyle Davidson would 
obviously love to get back into the first round. Will dangling Alex 
DeBrincat be enough to coax the No. 2 pick out of New Jersey or the No. 
4 pick out of Seattle or another top pick from elsewhere? Is dangling Alex 
DeBrincat for a draft pick that has a slim chance of becoming another 
Alex DeBrincat utter madness? We’ll find out soon enough. — Mark 
Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: Traded it to the Coyotes as part of the deal to get 
Darcy Kuemper. — Peter Baugh 

Florida Panthers: Florida would’ve drafted at No. 28 had they not sent 
that pick to the Sabres last summer, along with goalie prospect Devon 
Levi, in exchange for forward Sam Reinhart. It’s hard to imagine the 
Panthers harboring any hardcore regrets over that one; Reinhart had 82 
points in 78 games this season and is signed for two more at a $6.5 
million AAV. Levi might be Buffalo’s goalie of the future, but Reinhart is 
really good right now, as are the Panthers. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings: Traded it to the Wild as part of the deal to get Kevin 
Fiala. — Eric Duhatschek 

New York Rangers: Traded it to the Jets as part of the deal to get 
Andrew Copp. — Arthur Staple 

Vegas Golden Knights: Traded it to the Sabres as part of the deal to get 
Jack Eichel. — Jesse Granger 
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Top NHL prospect Simon Nemec made the right choice to pivot from 
soccer 

 

Aaron Portzline5-7 minutes 04/07/2022 

 

Simon Nemec was just 14 years old when he arrived at the first major 
crossroads of his life. He was living comfortably in a small town in the 
eastern reaches of Slovakia, but it was time to start getting serious. 

Nemec was an incredibly gifted young hockey player, a defenseman with 
the rare skill to create and contribute offensively. He was also an 
accomplished young soccer player, a fullback who could quell an 
opponent’s rush but also join his club’s attack. 

“The people around him genuinely wondered if he was going to play 
soccer or hockey,” said Marcel Sakas, Nemec’s agent. “Simon loved both 
sports and he maybe could have a career in whichever one he chose. 

“But we can say this now: He picked the right one because he’s one 
really special hockey player.” 

Nemec, 18, is widely expected to be the first defenseman selected when 
the first round of the 2022 NHL Draft is held on July 7 in Montreal’s Bell 
Centre. He’s a right-shot, offensive blueliner at a time when such players 
are coveted in the NHL. 

He may not have Cale Makar’s wheels and microprocessor — who does, 
other than Makar himself? — but Nemec is a player most NHL scouts 
project to play on the top pairing and top power-play unit when he gets 
adjusted to the world’s top league. 

“Simon is a smart player and a smooth skater,” said former NHL 
defenseman Branislav Mezei, a former first-round pick (No. 10 overall in 
1999) of the New York Islanders who played with Nemec this season for 
HC Nitra in Slovakia’s top league. 

“Even as a young player in a man’s league he can run a power play. He 
can join a rush, too, every time there is a chance.” 

In 2017, Nemec put away his soccer cleats to focus on hockey. He 
played two seasons with his local junior club in Liptovsky Mikulas, 
Slovakia, before he was encouraged to seek a bigger stage by Sakas 
and others. 

Sakas tells a great story about Nemec’s early days in HC Nitra’s 
organization when he debuted for the top club. 

“I told them I’ve got this 15-year-old kid who can already play at this 
level,” Sakas said. “So they said, ‘OK, we’ll see what he can do.’ 

“He played a couple of games and the coach called me. He said ‘How old 
is this kid? Are you sure he is 15?’ And they stopped Simon after practice 
that same week to say, ‘Show us some ID.’ They couldn’t believe he 
could play like that against men. 

“There are lots of young players today, even defensemen, who like to 
carry the puck and make plays and all of this. But he’s very smart about 
it. He thinks the right way. He’s a real pro. He knows where he needs to 
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be and where he wants to go. That’s why, to me, so many NHL teams 
would be excited to draft him.” 

Most expect the first three picks (Montreal, New Jersey, and Arizona) to 
all be spent on forwards — Shane Wright, Juraj Slafkosky, and Logan 
Cooley, with Wright and Slafkovsky up in the air as the No. 1 overall. 

But Nemec won’t wait long after that. Seattle (No. 4), Philadelphia (No. 5) 
and Columbus (No. 6) all have an organizational need for a skilled, right-
side defenseman. 

Nemec’s stock soared over the last two seasons, first when he played for 
Slovakia in the World Championships as a 17-year-old, but especially 
this season when he represented his country in both the World 
Championships and the Olympics. 

With apologies to Finland, which won the gold medal, Slovakia was the 
story of the Olympic tournament. The Slovaks took home a bronze 
medal, the first time that country has ever finished top three in an 
Olympics. 

Nemec and Slafkovsky were two of three teenagers on the Slovakian 
team, joining Blue Jackets draft pick Samuel Knazko. 

Mezei noticed a real change in Nemec last season, he said, especially 
after his experience in the Olympics. He was ninth in scoring among 
defensemen in the Slovakian league during the regular season, but led 
the way in the postseason. He had five goals and 12 assists as HC Nitra 
made it all the way to the league finals. 

“There was a lot of room to improve his skating, his strength, the 
shooting,” Mezei said. “But he improved in a really short time. It was 
impressive to see month by month how he was getting better, especially 
from start to finish this season. 

“He’s always had confidence with the puck. But now he makes decisions 
like a much older player. I have not seen in a long time someone improve 
that much in one season.” 

NHL Central Scouting concurs. Nemec was sixth among European 
skaters in the mid-season rankings but climbed up to No. 3 when the final 
rankings were released this spring. 

There’s little doubt now that Nemec made the right choice four years ago 
when he decide to focus on hockey, but he also believes his soccer 
training has been beneficial. Soccer demands quick feet and constant 
surveillance of the playing surface, just like hockey. 

“Even when I wasn’t playing hockey when I was younger, I was working 
on skills that have helped my game,” Nemec told The Athletic. “I play 
hockey and soccer in a similar way, where I want to be involved on both 
ends. 

“It was a hard decision to quit soccer when I had to, but I felt like I was 
better at hockey. Plus, hockey is a better sport, more dynamic than 
football. For me, it’s No. 1.” 
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David Amber 20 Questions: On Nazem Kadri, Wayne Gretzky rookie 
cards and forgotten towels 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald10-13 minutes 04/07/2022 

 

A few days after returning from the Stanley Cup Final in Tampa, Fla., 
David Amber settled into a chair near the door of a busy midtown Toronto 
coffee shop. He held an iced latte, a chocolate croissant and a little 
smile. 

“Don’t make me sound unhealthy now,” he said. 

Amber, 51, was still reintroducing himself to his hometown after a weeks-
long road trip with “Hockey Night In Canada,” where he has spent the last 
decade of his career. The job had already taken him on a tour of the 
sports media landscape, including previous stops at TSN, ESPN and 
NHL Network, as well as NBA TV Canada. 

He was at ice level after the Colorado Avalanche beat the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Game 6 of the final series, capturing a moment of candor 
with forward Nazem Kadri. Amber also works in studio and is a leading 
candidate for the main chair whenever Ron MacLean might decide to 
retire. 

The married father of two is not the first journalist in his family. His late 
father, Arnold, was a foreign correspondent, a respected news journalist 
at CBC and a founding member of Canadian Journalists for Free 
Expression. His mother, Phyllis, is a graduate of Queen’s University and 
a retired ESL teacher at the University of Toronto and Seneca College 
who will celebrate her 87th birthday later this month. 

Amber took time out of his schedule to field 20 Questions from The 
Athletic, talking about his poorly-managed hockey card collection, the 
famous “Hockey Night in Canada” towels, and the importance of standing 
up for a cause. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

1. What led Phyllis Amber to challenge the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission in the winter of 1970? 

My parents moved from Africa to Toronto. My dad got a job at CBC, so 
they moved from Africa. They went to get an apartment. My mom was an 
English teacher. She has a very subtle Jamaican accent, but it’s not 
noticeable. She called the place and they said they had a vacancy. My 
parents showed up. My mom’s Jamaican, Black. My dad’s white, grew up 
in Montreal. And they said, “Oh, we don’t have any vacancies — I’m 
sorry, I’m not sure where you got that idea.” My parents thought it was 
very suspicious. So they called friends of theirs — a white couple — the 
same day to go in and check in on what happened. And they were, “Oh, 
of course we have vacancies.” My parents don’t settle for that. So they 
made a point of saying, “We’re not going to be discriminated against.” 

2. According to media reports, the landlords eventually admitted they had 
discriminated against her. 

Essentially, they won the case, and they were able to get housing there. 
My parents were kind of trailblazers in some respects. An interracial 
couple in the 1960s. It wasn’t as prevalent as it is today, but they didn’t 
care. They were very much about, “Everyone deserves equal rights.” 

3. That apartment would only be about five kilometres north of where 
we’re sitting right now. 

It’s kind of sad to think, eh? It was the year before I was born. I love 
Canada. I was born here. I’ve nothing but great things to say about living 
here — and I’ve traveled extensively — but we still have a long way to go 
in many respects when it comes to social issues and racial issues. We 
obviously need to acknowledge that. This was 50 years ago, but there’s 
still going to be some level of discrimination that happens in certain 
situations for people, and that’s not right. 

4. How might that have informed your view of life growing up in Toronto? 

I grew up in The Annex, in downtown Toronto. I went to Jarvis Collegiate 
— we had kids from Regent Park, we had kids from Rosedale, we had 
kids from The Annex. We had a number of mixed kids, like myself. So I 
didn’t feel like as much of an outsider as maybe others might have, 
growing up in different areas. But I’d hear stories from my mom and my 
dad about things that happened to them. Sometimes, we’d be out at 
dinner as a family, and eyeballs would kind of turn to us. You have this 
interracial couple with mixed kids, and it was a bit of a shock at that time 
for some people. You were aware of it, but I never felt out of place. I was 
raised to feel like you belong. 
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5. You were born a year after that dispute: What might it mean for you to 
now have a chair on “Hockey Night in Canada,” one of the most-watched 
programs on Canadian television? 

I think it’s a sign of progression. I’ve been so fortunate to have some 
great opportunities. And I take that as not just an opportunity, but a 
responsibility. I couldn’t tell you how many times people have stopped 
me in the street and they’re like, “It’s so nice to see someone who looks 
like you in this role, on this platform.” And they’re people who look like 
me, telling me that. That’s a really important responsibility, to make sure 
that we have representation, that everyone feels included. 

6. In a 2016 profile, The Walrus reported you had three Wayne Gretzky 
rookie cards: Three? 

(Laughs) I’m an idiot. The bottom line is, I’m an idiot. I have three Gretzky 
rookie cards. They’re beaten up. They’re probably worth next to nothing. 
On one of them, I wrote a phone number. I could have put my kids 
through college with these things had I just taken them out of the pack, 
put them in cellophane and put them away. But I wasn’t an entrepreneur. 
I was eight years old. I was buying cards because I loved hockey. 

7. One Gretzky rookie card sold for $3.75 million last year. 

Aw, you’re really making me feel like an idiot right now. So I was sitting 
on $10 million, potentially, and instead I’m sitting on probably about $10. 
But I still love the cards. (Laughs) 

8. You played minor hockey: Give me your most Gretzky-like triumph. 

(Laughs) I was a very average hockey player. But I was on some good 
teams. We won the Toronto championship when I was 11 years old. I did 
have a couple of hat tricks. But even saying, “a Gretzky-like moment” 
seems wrong. To put me in that same vein doesn’t seem right. I loved 
playing hockey. I still do play hockey. I still play Wednesday nights. I still 
like getting out on the ice. 

9. You joined “Hockey Night in Canada” in 2011, but how old were you 
when you first visited the set? 

It might have been when I joined the show. 

10. Didn’t I read that your dad took you there when you were a kid? 

I’ve never even brought this up with Ron (MacLean) before, but I visited 
the “Coach’s Corner” set and saw Ron and Don (Cherry). It was at Maple 
Leaf Gardens, though, because they actually used to do it from there. 
That’s what it was. He brought me, and I met them. 

11. How many “Hockey Night” towels might you have stored away as 
souvenirs? 

(Laughs) When CBC lost the rights and it went to Rogers, I was a rink 
reporter and I knew those towels might go away. I may have forgotten to 
give a towel or two to a player. And I’m going to leave it at that. 
Hopefully, that’ll make up one day for the lost Gretzky card revenue. 

12. What did the Congolese government do to your father in November 
1966? 

My father was a journalist with Reuters at the time. He’s a bit of a social 
justice warrior. He was reporting on the government, and corruption 
within the government. In the 1960s, in the Congo, that was a no-no. He 
was expelled from the country. He and my mother. It’s funny, my sister 
was a baby — 15 or 16 months — and my mom was pregnant with my 
other sister. I think they gave him 24 hours to get the heck out of the 
Congo. 

13. How close were you to becoming a news-side reporter, rather than 
sports? 

I had very little interest in being a news reporter. I always wanted to do 
sports reporting. My father worked in the news side of things. He was the 
executive producer of news specials for CBC. It was exciting, but it was 
always so heavy. What I love about sports is, generally, it’s not heavy. 
It’s an escape. There’s a level of passion and excitement for it. 

14. What might we not understand about what goes on in the studio 
during a show? 

(Laughs) I’m sure our managers are contemplating getting a camera on 
us during the games, because it’s entertaining. There’s lots of trash talk 
amongst us all. I get very excited on plays. I get really upset when things 
don’t go right. I cheer really hard for all the Canadian teams, because it’s 
better for us if the Canadian teams do well. Ratings are better, it’s good 
for everyone, and there’s a level of excitement. So Kevin (Bieksa) and 
Elliotte (Friedman) and Ron and Kelly (Hrudey) and Jennifer (Botterill), 
they think I’m just this dramatic young fellow watching the game. 

15. Give me one key difference between a national studio show in the 
U.S. and one in Canada. 

The Canadian audience for hockey is so sophisticated, they’re so 
knowledgeable. It’s incumbent on us to be on top of everything: The 
technical side of things, analyzing things. And also having fun. In the 
States, I think they don’t have to maybe worry as much about that level of 
analysis. It’s going to be more about, “Let’s talk about the stars, let’s talk 
about the teams.” 

16. What is the very first thing you do when you get home from Game 6 
of the Stanley Cup Final? 

(Laughs) Laundry. I was running out of clothes. I’d been on the road for 
the better part of six weeks, which I hadn’t done in a long time. But it was 
really awesome to be there and to experience that. I actually came home 
to an empty house. My family’s away on vacation, so I didn’t have a 
homecoming like my colleagues. I know Jen Botterill was really excited to 
get home to her three girls. I kind of came home to an empty house. 
Thankfully, my dog joined me the next day, so it’s been the two of us. 

17. After two months of playing every other night, it’s become tradition for 
players to list all of their gruesome injuries: What toll might the marathon 
take on broadcasters? 

(Laughs) I know there was some weight gain. Collectively, we’re probably 
a little less healthy today than we were at the start of the playoffs. I 
banged my head on a low shower at one of the hotels. I don’t know if it’s 
still there. Can you see, is there a little scar there? (Amber points to top 
of forehead; there is no obviously apparent scar.) It’s been stressful, but 
we can’t complain. 

18. What goes through your mind when, live on air, Avalanche forward 
Nazem Kadri says his detractors can kiss his butt? 

I laughed. In the moment, I was happy for him, because I was able to see 
him with his family. And you realize it’s not just one person’s dream. It’s 
the whole family, because they’ve made so many sacrifices. You 
recognize how big this is for him. I had no problem with that. 

19. Are we allowed to say “ass” on Canadian television in 2022? 

(Laughs) I’ve been told you can say anything on television once. Ass? I 
don’t know. I have two teenagers. I’ve heard much, much worse. I can 
tell you “ass” is PG-13, but everyone’s got their own idea of what the line 
is. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “Old sports anchors never die, they 
just …” 

Old sports anchors never die, I hope there’s a special place in heaven for 
them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens 2022 NHL Draft Preview: Foundation for 
Hughes' plan can be set this week 
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Eric Engels 

July 4, 2022, 7:28 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — The draft begins in Montreal this Thursday, with 
the Canadiens currently in possession of the first-overall pick, nine more 
selections to be made before the fifth round, four picks between Rounds 
5 and 7, and roster players, future picks and prospects to move. 

Given all of that, general manager Kent Hughes is staring down his best 
opportunity to set his long-term plan for the organization in motion. 

He’s approaching it with eyes—and mind—wide open. 

In his pre-draft meeting with the media on Monday, the GM said all the 
things you’d expect to hear from someone in his position. He started with, 
“If the draft was tonight, we’d be drafting first overall,” but he also refused 
to strike the possibility of trading the pick if the right offer came along. 

Hughes said there’s just as good of a chance of the Canadiens obtaining 
the second-overall pick in the draft as there is of him trading the first and 
not owning a top-3 pick at all, that there’s currently a better chance of 
pooling some of Montreal’s other picks in the draft to move up from 26th 
overall than there is of trading the first pick, and that the Canadiens are 
open to everything and not set in any specific plan. It all sounded quite 
generic. 

But it was genuine, too. 

The potential for the Canadiens to make big, bold moves—and take up 
that much more of the spotlight that’s already on them as hosts in 
possession of the top pick—is huge, and Hughes was talking like a man 
who’d be all for it. 

Watch the 2022 NHL Draft on Sportsnet and SN NOW 

The next generation of NHL stars will enter the league at the 2022 NHL 
Draft, live from Montreal. Sportsnet and SN NOW will have complete 
coverage of every pick beginning with Round 1 on Thursday, July 7 (7 
p.m. ET/ 4 p.m. PT) and Rounds 2-7 on Friday, July 8 (11 a.m. ET/ 8 
a.m. PT). 

Watch Round 1 on SN NOW 

Watch Rounds 2-7 on SN NOW 

Sam Cosentino's final draft rankings 

Draft Picks 

Round 1: (1st, 26th), Round 2: (33rd, 62nd), Round 3: (66th, 75th, 92nd) 
Round 4: (98th, 127th, 128th), Round 5: (130th), Round 6: (162nd), 
Round 7 (194th, 216th) 

Potential Round 1 Targets 

There was nothing generic about Hughes’ response to a question about 
which players the Canadiens are considering using the top pick on. He 
could’ve refused to answer, as most would’ve, but he confirmed it will be 
one of Shane Wright, Juraj Slafkovsky or Logan Cooley. 

What factors will go into Canadiens' first overall pick at 2022 NHL Draft 

Wright is a cerebral centre. He’s been the consensus choice for analysts 
dating back to his entry to the OHL as one of the few 15-year-old players 
in CHL history granted exceptional status. He arrived with the Kingston 
Frontenacs under enormous pressure and thrived with 39 goals and 66 
points in his first 58 games. 

Then the world as we knew it stopped turning due to the pandemic, 
forcing Wright and most CHL players to the sidelines for an entire 
season. 

If the 6-foot, 191-pounder gained detractors over this season, which saw 
him produce 32 goals and 94 points in 63 regular-season games and 
three goals and 11 points in 11 playoff games, concern over what was 

lost in development during the COVID-affected 2020-21 season played a 
considerable role. 

But another reason Wright’s position atop most draft boards became 
precarious was that both Slafkovsky and Cooley narrowed the gap in 
their own ways. 

Slafkovsky, who’s 6-foot-4, 218 pounds and plays like it, may not have 
lined up against the best players in the world at the Beijing Olympics in 
February, but he dominated against the best men available and led the 
tournament in goals (7) and points (7). Then he represented Slovakia at 
the world championships in May and posted three goals and nine points 
in eight games. 

They were performances that lent credence to the idea that Slafkovsky 
appears to be the most physically prepared player in this draft to step into 
the NHL and immediately make an impact. Had they not been offset by 
an underwhelming five-goal, 10-point season in Finland’s top men’s 
league, he’d have probably overtaken Wright as the consensus choice. 

But would anybody truly be surprised to see Cooley vault over both 
players come Thursday night? 

Scouts we’ve touched base with suggest he’s got the highest offensive 
ceiling of the three players, and he showed it this season with 40 goals 
and 111 points in 75 games he played with the United States National 
Development Team. 

“I think Cooley has upside to be a top point-producing centre and I see 
him as a player like (New York Islanders star) Mat Barzal,” said a top 
NHL executive we spoke with two weeks ago. 

But the same executive wondered if some habits might prevent Cooley 
from seizing the opportunity to prove he can reach that upside, and more 
people would have Cooley ranked as the likeliest player to go first if they 
disagreed. 

Still, there doesn’t seem to be any doubt about the quality of all three 
players the Canadiens are considering. 

As Hughes' special advisor—and a former first overall pick of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning—Vincent Lecavalier said on Monday, “They’re three 
different players, but they’re three very, very good players.” 

Lecavalier's advice to Wright or any player selected first overall at NHL 
Draft 

Determining which one of them is best for the Canadiens will be based 
on much more than how they performed from September to now. 

“In the end, we’re trying to predict the future of a player—where they’re 
currently at and what they can become as a player in the NHL,” said 
Hughes. “That’s really how our evaluations are being made. It’s not to 
figure out who the best player is at 18 years old but who can be the best 
at 22, 23, 24, so they can help us get to the path we’re on to become a 
team capable of winning year over year.” 

Hughes said it’s a decision being made with a particular emphasis on 
character because, as he put it, “It’s probably almost harder to be the 
first-overall pick in Montreal,” and “We’re trying to evaluate their ability to 
deal with that kind of pressure on a consistent basis.” 

The Canadiens will take as much time as they need before finalizing their 
choice. 

“It’s not a question of hesitation; it’s about making sure we do all our 
homework,” said Hughes when he was pressed about not being resolved 
just three days out from the draft. “We want to speak to all our scouts. 
We’re starting to have meetings tonight, and we want them all to have a 
voice. For sure, we have some scouts in Europe who maybe didn’t see 
games in Ontario in person. But these days, with (scouting technology) 
and (analytics provider) Sportlogiq, it makes it easy to do all our 
homework.” 

Why Canadiens' GM Hughes isn't thinking of this pick as 'my pick' 
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Last Year's Top Pick: Logan Mailloux 

The 6-foot-3, 208-pound right-handed defenceman, who was 
controversially taken 31st overall by the Canadiens last summer after he 
renounced himself from the draft because he had been charged with a 
crime in Sweden, played just 12 games for the OHL’s London Knights 
this past season. 

Mailloux served a suspension for the first half and debuted in January 
with three goals and nine points before suffering a season-ending 
shoulder injury. 

He has since spent time in Montreal, rehabbing from surgery and getting 
acquainted with the Canadiens’ front office. It’s expected he’ll participate 
in the team’s development camp next week, though a contract with the 
club is anything but imminent. 

“It’s not our intention to negotiate with him,” Hughes said on May 31. 
“Logan is still in evaluation — less so as a player and much more so as a 
person and a member of the community — and we’re going to supervise 
him doing all he promised to do to be a better person and be a better 
teammate and member of the London community.” 

Organizational Needs 

You’d have a much easier time listing what the Canadiens don’t need. 
Coming off a last-place finish in the NHL, it’s hard to even put what they 
need in priority. 

For the better part of three decades, they’ve been lacking elite 
centremen, and it’s debatable they’d be getting that in either Wright or 
Cooley. It’s also unlikely that’s available to them through trade, unless a 
team comes calling with a Godfather offer for the first pick this week. 

Is someone willing to give up a power/scoring winger? Because the 
Canadiens likely aren’t getting one if they don’t draft Slafkovsky. 

That might not seem like a big deal to some who see Josh Anderson 
signed in Montreal for six more seasons and Cole Caufield oozing with 
star potential, but to suggest the Canadiens don’t have as much of a 
need for that kind of player would be completely inaccurate. 

If you were making a list of Montreal’s top prospects, it would start with 
several quality defencemen. 

But it’s a stretch to suggest any of them will develop into a star, and the 
Canadiens don’t have one on their current roster who fits the bill either. 
They’re also looking to trade their best defenceman in Jeff Petry. 

So, that need could be getting a lot bigger by the end of this week. 

Canadiens will only accommodate Petry's trade request, if it 'advances 
their interests' 

Oh, and then there’s what’s happening in the net. 

Cayden Primeau and Jakub Dobes are prospects who have shown they 
have the potential to one day be NHL starting goaltenders, but that day is 
not necessarily right around the corner and the Canadiens are heading 
into the draft without knowing whether or not the superstar who’s under 
contract to occupy their net will actually be in front of it ever again. 

As Hughes said on Monday, when he has news on Carey Price’s health 
and future, he’ll convene a special press conference to exclusively cover 
that topic. 

In the meantime, with so many picks at his disposal for Friday’s portion of 
the draft, he might want to start stocking the Canadiens’ cupboard with 
goaltenders. 

Simultaneously, it’s an organizational need—perhaps the most pressing 
one—to create the cap flexibility to sign Alex Romanov, Caufield and 
others who can help down the line, and Hughes will focus plenty of his 
energy over the next week on doing exactly that. Meaning Petry might 
not be the only member of the current roster who finds himself 
elsewhere. 
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Sportsnet.ca / “BUILT TO PLAY HOCKEY” By Ryan Dixon 

 

12 Min Read 

 

Juraj Slafkovsky has rocketed up draft boards since his MVP 
performance at the Olympics. And the prospective No. 1’s rise may mark 
the beginning of a larger turnaround in Slovak hockey. 

A ny player would be fired up to score his team’s first goal at the 
Olympics, so it was no surprise to hear Juraj Slafkovsky hoot through his 
full-cage mask and raise a big right arm to the sky when he did just that 
about five months ago in China. The more you place Slafkovsky’s 
Games-opening goal from this past February into context, though, the 
more you understand why the Slovakian might have seemed just a little 
extra juiced to get it. For starters, Slafkovsky was still about six weeks 
shy of his 18th birthday when the Beijing Games kicked off — his braces 
were often visible through the wire cage — and 17-year-olds tend to be a 
little more excitable than your standard 10-year pro. Also, the goal — one 
of two he scored in the game — came against Finland, where Slafkovsky 
has been playing his club hockey since his early teen years. Then there 
was the plain-and-simple fact that, quite frankly, the big fella needed one. 
Bad. Though he’d played very solid hockey for the men’s national team 
at the 2021 World Championship the previous spring, Slafkovsky left the 
event without a goal. Ditto for the three Olympic qualifiers Slovakia 
contested in advance of Beijing, where he managed a single assist. He 
actually entered the Games a heralded 2022 NHL draft prospect playing 
on a fourth line. But when Slafkovsky outmuscled Hannes Bjorninen in 
front of Finnish goalie Harri Sateri and chipped a loose puck into the top 
of the net, it provided the boost even confident players sometimes 
require to get themselves rolling. “That just gave him a little edge,” says 
Craig Ramsay, coach of the Slovak squad. “No matter how well you play, 
every player wants to score a goal. Once he did, then he was a top guy.” 

Though the pair of goals Slafkovsky scored wound up coming in a 6-2 
loss, they really do seem like the starting point of a pre-NHL Entry Draft 
rise that might yet culminate with him becoming the top pick in a few 
days’ time. The live-and-in-person draft will be the first of its kind in three 
years and, in case you haven’t heard, the host team holds the top 
selection and the city of Montreal will be breathlessly waiting to hear 
which name the Canadiens call. At Christmas, the idea of Slafkovsky 
going No. 1 was unthinkable. Now, after an MVP performance at the 
Olympics — he led the tournament with seven goals — and an extremely 
impressive showing at the World Championship in May, he’s in the 
catbird seat on more than one mock draft and anything seems possible 
for this charismatic power winger. 

O n the heels of a long season that included the Olympics, a run to the 
Liiga final in Finland with Turku-based TPS and another couple weeks of 
intense hockey at the worlds, Slafkovsky took a pass on the physical 
activities that mark the final day of the NHL Scouting Combine in Buffalo. 
Really, despite all the ways we can quantify an athlete’s strength and 
endurance these days, you basically learn everything you need to know 
about Slafkovsky’s body the moment you lay eyes on him. His answer to 
the “What animal do you see yourself as?” question teams like to ask 
was “Wolf.” That’s appropriate because, when Slafkovsky enters a room, 
you sit up and take notice almost as if an actual Canis lupus had loped 
in. “If you saw him in a t-shirt and shorts, you would never think he was 
18 years old,” says Scott Moser, an assistant coach with the Slovakian 
entry at the 2022 World Junior Championship that was cut shorty by 
COVID. “Especially his lower body; it’s almost like he’s built to play 
hockey.” 
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At six-foot-four and 218 pounds, Slafkovsky is hard to miss and easy to 
like. Simon Jellus, who just finished his freshman year at the University of 
Vermont, played with Slafkovsky on past Slovakian junior national 
squads and the two have roomed together. Despite the fact Slafkovsky 
was often two or three years younger than other guys on the teams, 
Jellus says, you could tell he always felt comfortable in his own skin and 
never had any trouble speaking up both in social settings and in the 
dressing room. “You usually don’t see that from a young guy like he 
was.” 

At least in those settings Slafkovsky could use his native language. That 
wasn’t the case when he left for Finland at 14, feeling like the best way to 
chase down his NHL dream was to face a higher calibre of competition 
than he could get at home. “You have a player who left home — new 
country, new environment — to play the game,” says Dan Marr, the 
director of NHL Central Scouting. “So right away that tells you the 
commitment and desire he has.” 

Slafkovsky’s father, also named Juraj, told his son at the time that he 
might as well make the leap because if things didn’t work out for one 
reason or another, his old bed was always waiting for him. The senior 
Slafkovsky likely wasn’t surprised when his son made the adjustment, 
though, because from the junior Juraj’s earliest days, his actions were 
always guided by a love of the game. “He devoted a lot of effort to 
hockey all time since he was child,” Juraj wrote in an email. “We never 
forced him to go trainings, he got up without problems [at 5 or 6 a.m.]” 

His attitude and physique play into a notable dynamic with Slafkovsky: 
While people rave about the left winger, it’s not necessarily his actual 
goal-scoring abilities they gush about first. Don’t get it twisted, Slafkovsky 
has some elite offensive tools. Anybody who saw him snipe top shelf on 
Team USA’s Strauss Mann to open the scoring in the Olympic 
quarterfinals or jig his way coast-to-coast looking like a jet-fuelled 
transport truck versus Kazakhstan at the worlds can tell you that. His 
ability to win battles and protect the puck along the boards would already 
challenge the most seasoned NHL defenders, and with his long reach 
and great-for-his-size speed, he can spin out of the corners and create 
enough space for himself to show off a very good shot. Despite all that, 
even Slafkovsky himself doesn’t foreground his sniping ability when 
characterizing his game, instead putting the emphasis on the fact he 
wants to be a man for all seasons. “I wouldn’t say that I’m, like, a goal-
scorer; of course I like to score,” he says. “I want to do best everything, 
like, in every position, either defending or offensive zone. When it’s a 
close score and we need to defend, I would love to be playing in every 
situation.” 

“He’s just committed to getting around the net and doing whatever it 
takes. He’s willing to battle to score a goal.” 

Ramsay — who’s seen every type of player imaginable since he first 
broke into the NHL as a winger with the Buffalo Sabres in the early 1970s 
— has a very similar view of Slafkovsky’s profile. And even though he 
doesn’t think of ‘Slavy’ as a born-to-score winger like you’d typically 
expect to see at the top of the draft, Ramsay draws a line to an extremely 
productive player he coached when he was on the Philadelphia Flyers 
bench in the late 1990s. “He reminds me of John LeClair,” says Ramsay, 
referencing the six-foot-three winger who scored 50 goals three times. 
“That’s a big comparison at this point, but a big, strong guy who goes to 
the net and certainly isn’t a natural scorer [but is] willing to pay the price 
to score a goal. [Slafkovsky is] just committed to getting around the net 
and doing whatever it takes. He’s willing to battle to score a goal.” 

For all the special stuff Ramsay has seen from Slafkovsky on the ice, 
though, the scene that sticks for him came when the young Slovak was 
on the bench. It was during the preliminary round at the Olympics, as 
Slafkovsky was finding his game and taking on more and more 
responsibility. Ramsay’s side had just successfully killed a penalty and, 
typically, the coach would follow that up by putting the top unit — which 
Slafkovsky was now a part of — on the ice. Because Slafkovsky had just 
been out killing the penalty, though, the coach hesitated for a moment 
before calling the next trio. “He had just come off, so I was going to wait 

one shift,” Ramsay says. “I looked over and he was staring at me, 
nodding his head. He was ready.” 

N ot long after returning from China, Tomas Prokop slipped away for 
what was likely an overdue haircut. At the time, Slovakia was jubilant 
following the country’s first-ever Olympic hockey medal and when you’re 
a senior writer covering all that excitement for a daily newspaper, it’s 
hard to find time to get a little taken off the top. Everyone was reveling in 
what happened, so when Prokop’s hairdresser — by her own admission, 
not a huge hockey fan —said she now knew exactly who Juraj 
Slafkovsky was, it was in no way surprising. 

Twenty years ago, even casual supporters of the frozen game in 
Slovakia could likely cite a handful of players without much trouble. There 
was Marian Gaborik, the highest Slovakian ever selected in an NHL draft 
at third overall in 2000. Zdeno Chara was a Norris Trophy runner-up in 
2004 and his Ottawa Senators teammate at the time, Marian Hossa, was 
one of the best two-way wingers in the game. The path laid by the likes 
of Peter Stastny in the 1980s — before Czechoslovakia split into two 
countries — and Peter Bondra and Ziggy Palffy in the ’90s — when 
Slovakia was its own entity — allowed for a ‘Golden Generation’ to 
flourish. From 2000 to 2003, Slovakia claimed one medal of every colour 
at the worlds. In a 2010 Olympic semifinal matchup, they came within a 
whisper of knocking off the Canadian team that wound up winning gold in 
Vancouver. A silver medal at the worlds in 2012, though, was a red 
herring in terms of where the national game was going. “It was so bad,” 
Prokop says of the decade that followed. “It was a total mess.” 

As is usually the case when something really slides off the rails, a 
confluence of events sent Slovak hockey into the sewer. At the start of 
the 2010s, a respected international coach — Canadian Glen Hanlon — 
was hired to run the program, but Prokop says a lot of people weren’t 
eager to embrace an outsider’s philosophies and Hanlon wound up 
having a short stay. In the meantime, some club teams in the national 
league faced financial issues and young players saw fewer and fewer 
opportunities to grow as the national team defaulted to defensive posture 
on the ice, relying on veterans to choke the life out of games. It worked in 
all the wrong ways. While fan support in such a hockey-mad country was 
never going to fully evaporate, people started to turn away. “Hockey was 
still popular, but not as popular as it used to be,” Prokop says. 

The biggest names, of course, forge their reputation in the world’s best 
league and, indeed, it’s a pretty bleak NHL scene for the Slovaks right 
now. Should Chara retire this summer at age 45, that would leave Tomas 
Tatar — a secondary scorer on the New Jersey Devils — and Erik 
Cernak — a valued member of the Tampa Bay blue line, but by no 
means a star — as the most prominent Slovaks in the league. In all, just 
four Slovaks played 50 games in the NHL this past season; in 2005-06, 
the first year back after the owners’ lockout, that number was 22. 

“It feels good when someone says, ‘You look like Marian Hossa.’ It’s just 
good motivation to be, like, at least half as good as he was.” 

If a few factors led to Slovakian hockey faltering, there’s no debate the 
decision to hire Miro Satan as federation president in 2017 was the single 
thing that set the country back on course. Prokop says Satan — a 
veteran of over 1,000 NHL games and the captain of the medal-winning 
national teams at the turn-of-the-century worlds — brought the clout and 
vision to get things done. It was Satan who tabbed Ramsay — the two 
were together in Boston near the end of Satan’s playing days — to guide 
the national team shortly after he was hired. “All I hear about [from 
people in the Slovak federation] is how much they just love Craig 
Ramsay and what he’s doing with their men’s program,” says Moser, who 
will be back as an assistant with Slovakia this summer when the 2022 
WJC makeup tournament is held in August. 

While Ramsay says he, too, initially experienced some of that resistance 
Hanlon bumped into, the endorsement of Satan — to say nothing of his 
own unimpeachable resume — goes a long way and he believes 
coaches at all levels in the country are on-board with the direction he and 
his boss would like to push Slovak hockey. “We’ve tried to change the 
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way we play,” Ramsay says. “We want to be fast, we want to be 
attacking, we don’t want to back up.” 

Included within that more forward-thinking approach is a willingness to 
give real playing time to the next generation. Slafkovsky is the youngest 
player ever to score a goal for the senior national team, and he was 
barely a month past his 17th birthday when he played at the worlds in 
Latvia last May. Defenceman Simon Nemec has basically been beside 
Slafkovsky every step of the way during the past couple years and he’s a 
strong candidate to be a top-five selection this week as well. Throw in 
right winger Filip Mesar and it’s conceivable a country that hasn’t 
produced a first-rounder since 2005 may suddenly have three in ’22. 

The hype train can keep on rumbling into next year, too, as 2005-born 
Dalibor Dvorsky — who plays the centre position at which Slovaks have 
long struggled to produce high-end players — already has NHL scouts 
drooling. “I don’t think it’s a one-off,” Moser says of the Slovak bumper 
crop. “I think the federation took a deep dive into what it could do to keep 
improving on its development and I think they’ve done a wonderful job. 
I’m American, but it didn’t take long to have a ton of pride in Slovak 
hockey and where it is going.” 

For his part, Slafkovsky is certainly a student of the Slovak giants of the 
past. The NHLer he’s watched most closely the past little while is Finn 
and new Stanley Cup champion Mikko Rantanen. But, while Rantanen is 
a natural reference point for who Slafkovsky could become — they both 
cut their teeth with TPS — it’s more than linking two countrymen to 
suggest Slafkovsky’s overall game on the flank could stand out the way 
Hossa’s did during a Hall-of-Fame career. “It feels good when someone 
says, ‘You look like Marian Hossa,’” Slafkovsky acknowledges. “It’s just 
good motivation to be, like, at least half as good as he was.” 

Prokop refers to Slafkovsky as “a showcase of the fresh start for Slovak 
hockey,” and the latter is very open about the fact he hopes he and his 
cohort can inspire a new generation of youngsters in his country to throw 
themselves into the game. As if he hasn’t done enough this year to get 
people’s attention, being the No. 1 pick would kick things up yet another 
notch. “I cannot even imagine that,” Slafkovsky says. “It would be crazy 
and I would be so happy and I would [think] the hard work I did so far 
paid off. But of course it would be just the beginning of hockey life in 
North America.” 

Wherever Slafkovsky slots in, it’s easy to figure out what follows. You 
always have to allow for variance when projecting exactly what kind of 
pro a teenager will be five years from now, but there are elements of this 
player — both on and off the ice — that are going to travel well. “People 
are drawn to him,” Moser says. 

Soon enough, we’ll know who gets to be in the inner circle. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs 2022 NHL Draft Preview: Time for Toronto to 
draft local? 

 

Luke Fox 

July 4, 2022, 11:29 AM 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs need another hit, and they only have three 
swings to connect. 

All in on the Auston Matthews–Mitch Marner–William Nylander–Morgan 
Rielly -John Tavares core, general manager Kyle Dubas has handcuffed 
his amateur scouting staff in an effort to win now. 

As was the case in 2021, the Leafs hold a grand total of three picks 
heading into the seven-round NHL Draft. 

Unlike last summer, the organization made a point to hold onto its first-
rounder, resisting another Nick Foligno–type gamble. And with Toronto’s 
prospect pool thinning to boost its contention window, Dubas needs to 
nail this top selection. 

“I am very happy with where the amateur scouting staff has taken things 
despite not having a lot of picks in two of the three drafts, really,” said 
Dubas, who clawed back a 2022 third-rounder (Winnipeg’s via 
Vancouver) through the Travis Dermott trade. 

Because no immediate help for the old “Win a playoff round already!” 
hurdle is coming with a 25th-overall pick who will need more 
development, Dubas could make more noise at Bell Centre by striking a 
trade. 

That said, it’s been seven years since the Maple Leafs drafted a 
Canadian in the first round (Mitch Marner, 2015). A handful of talented, 
homegrown candidates are in a mix of about a dozen players who could 
slap on a Maple Leafs ballcap Thursday night. 

With the pandemic throwing a wrench into so many prospects' 
development — and stunting scouts’ viewing samples — experts are 
finding the latter half of Round 1’s draft order even more difficult to 
predict than usual. 

A couple of things to remember here: (a) Dubas generally loves shooting 
for high-end skill and potential over the safer play, regardless of the 
player’s stature; and (b) if the GM senses he can trade down, snatch 
another lottery ticket and still get his man, he will. 

Watch the 2022 NHL Draft on Sportsnet and SN NOW 

The next generation of NHL stars will enter the league at the 2022 NHL 
Draft, live from Montreal. Sportsnet and SN NOW will have complete 
coverage of every pick beginning with Round 1 on Thursday, July 7 (7 
p.m. ET/ 4 p.m. PT) and Rounds 2-7 on Friday, July 8 (11 a.m. ET/ 8 
a.m. PT). 

Watch Round 1 on SN NOW 

Watch Rounds 2-7 on SN NOW 

Sam Cosentino's final draft rankings 

Draft Picks 

TOR 1 (25th), WGP 3 (79th), TOR 7 (218th) 

Potential Round 1 Targets 

Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga Steelheads (OHL) 

The Maple Leafs spoke with Del Bel Belluz again after the combine, and 
the Woodbridge, Ont., native would be thrilled to get drafted by his 
boyhood team. 

The centreman broke out in 2021-22 with 30 goals and 76 points in his 
second tour with the Steelheads, and his plus-23 rating speaks to the 
pride De Bel Belluz takes in his two-way game. 

The 18-year-old left shot has studied how Auston Matthews plays without 
the puck and has described himself as a creative playmaker who enjoys 
playing in the D-zone, too. 

One of Del Bel Belluz’s Steelheads teammates — Port Hope, Ont.–born 
centre Owen Beck —could fall into the Leafs’ range as well. 

Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk (VHL) 

With Toronto quietly ending its relationship with diligent European 
recruiter Jim Paliafito, we can’t be certain the pipeline that brought in 
Russians like Nikita Zaitsev and Ilya Mikheyev is still open. 
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That said, a couple of intriguing Russian pro left wings (skillsy Alexander 
Perevalov is the other) could still be on the board when Dubas is on the 
clock. 

Miroshnichenko has been tagged as a draft-day wild card whose stock 
has fallen since 2021. In January, the 6-foot-1 kid with the wicked release 
had his season cut short with a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis. He was 
cleared to resume training in June and plans to be ready for the 2022-23 
season in Russia. 

His health is a risk. His shot is a weapon. 

Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw Warriors (WHL) 

Small? Yep. Skilled? Yep. 

If only Firkus played junior for the Soo, he would fit the Dubas type to a 
T. 

Kidding aside, the kid can play. Firkus ripped 36 goals and added 44 
assists in 66 games for the Warriors, then tacked on 12 more points in 10 
playoff games. 

The Alberta native may be undersized (5-foot-10, 154 pounds) but he is 
ultra-competitive and driven to produce. Not only is his shot fierce, but 
the winger finds deceptive ways to let it loose. 

With moves like Jagger’s, the “Firkus Circus” could add even more 
entertainment value to one of the NHL’s must-watch offences. 

Last Year’s Top Pick: Matthew Knies 

Were the general managers to conduct a redraft of the 2021 class, 
consensus says that Knies would get scooped in the first round — not 
the second, where Dubas appears to have stolen the University of 
Minnesota star at No. 57 overall. 

Literally a point per game (15-18–33 in 33 games) and plus-15 for the 
Gophers as an NCAA freshman, the 6-foot-3, 210-pound left wing 
projects to be a top-nine power forward. Knies has surpassed Nick 
Robertson as the most anticipated prospect in Toronto’s system. 

Soft hands. Hard hits. Protects the puck well. Drives to the slot. A knack 
for the finish. 

The Maple Leafs attempted to get the 19-year-old Phoenix native to sign 
his entry-level contract prior to the conclusion of the 2021-22 season (à 
la Nick Abruzzese) and make him a postseason option, but Knies has 
elected to re-enroll in school for another winter of seasoning. 

“He’s going to be more ready a year from now,” coach Sheldon Keefe 
said. “He’s had a monster season in college hockey. Not just in college 
hockey, but in world juniors, Olympics, he’s really made his mark. We’re 
very excited about having him in the organization.” 

Either Knies signs his ELC at the conclusion of his sophomore campaign 
with the Gophers and potentially adds to the Leafs’ arsenal for the 2023 
playoffs. (That’s the safer bet.) 

Or — and this is scary — Knies plays the long game, declines to sign 
with the team that drafted him, and goes the Adam Fox route as an 
NCAA free agent. The player has some leverage here. (Too early to 
panic, but, hey, it’s an option.) 

Organizational Needs 

Goaltending: Resulting partly from a big swing and a miss on injury-prone 
2021 UFA Petr Mrazek and partly from the franchise’s failure to draft and 
develop a regular starter since James Reimer in 2006, the Maple Leafs 
are again on the goalie hunt. 

Dubas hasn’t exactly lavished impending UFA Jack Campbell with offers, 
as clubs with cap space, like Detroit and New Jersey, lurk in the weeds. 

Does the GM make a free agency play (Ville Husso, Marc-Andre Fleury, 
Darcy Kuemper), or try to swing a draft-weekend deal (Matt Murray, 

Semyon Varlamov, Jordan Binnington) to address his most obvious weak 
spot? 

Top-nine left wing: The looming Ilya Mikheyev exodus will only further 
weaken Toronto’s weakest wing. Perhaps the solution is simply 
promoting from within (Robertson?) and banking on Knies to lend a hand 
come spring. That would certainly be cost effective. 

But if Dubas is inclined to make headlines, there are intriguing UFAs 
(Mason Marchment, Valeri Nichushkin) and potential trade targets (J.T. 
Miller, Tyler Bertuzzi) to chase. 

Right-shot defenceman: Stocked with lefties, the Maple Leafs’ right side 
remains a work-in-progress. Pending RFA Timothy Liljegren signed a 
reasonable bridge deal, but questions surround righties Ilya Lyubushkin 
(UFA) and Justin Holl (available for trade). 

For a contending team picking late, this too is a need that must be filled 
via free agency or the trade market. 
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