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No 1st-rounder but plenty of intrigue for Hurricanes at this week’s draft 

Carolina isn’t set to pick until 60th overall, but the team could 
still use the two days in Montreal to reshape its roster 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes didn’t select a player in the first round at last 
year’s draft, the first time since 2012 Carolina had to wait 
until the second day to make a pick. 

Unless something changes before Thursday night in 
Montreal, the Hurricanes again won’t make a draft pick until 
Day 2 on Friday. 

That is because of last summer’s offer sheet to Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, which the Canadiens chose not to match and 
thus received Carolina’s first- and third-round selections in 
exchange for the former third overall pick. 

But the Hurricanes still come into the weekend armed with 
some draft capital. Their first pick is scheduled for 60th 
overall in Round 2 followed by their second choice 11 picks 
later, the 71st overall pick acquired when they send the 90th 
pick to Chicago at last year’s draft. 

It was one of six trades Carolina made during last year’s 
draft, taking a cue from the New England Patriots and trading 
down several times while accumulating more picks to select 
13 players — the most in franchise history since the Whalers 
drafted 14 players in 1983 back when the draft was 12 
rounds long. Carolina has eight picks heading into the draft, 
with extra selections in the sixth and seventh rounds. 

Don’t be surprised if the Hurricanes wheel and deal again — 
and it could involve more than draft picks. 

Carolina has three key restricted free agents with whom 
they’ve yet to sign new deals. 

The two defensemen, Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear, have 
been allowed to talk to other teams to try and find a better 
contract offer, according to Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman. 
That doesn’t mean the Hurricanes aren’t interested in 
bringing either back, but the team is also exercising all its 
leverage on two players with arbitration rights. 

DeAngelo had a 51-point season on his $1 million prove-it 
deal last season, but his past could still hold sway with an 
arbitrator. Bear had 14 points in 58 games in his first season 
in Carolina but was a healthy scratch for the entire 
postseason, making his case for a raise on the $2.5 million 
he made last season nearly impossible. 

And then there’s right wing Martin Necas, who doesn’t have 
arbitration rights but could be in for a rocky negotiation with 
the Hurricanes after a disappointing third NHL season. 

Contract offers have been made to all three, but their future 
in Raleigh could be in jeopardy if GM Don Waddell aims to 
shake up his roster. The Carolina front office could also 
attempt to trade the negotiating rights to pending unrestricted 
free agents like Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. 

And since the Hurricanes don’t have their first-rounder, 
making a trade (or trades) would be the biggest way for them 
to make noise in Montreal. 

That doesn’t mean there isn’t value to be found in the second 
round and beyond. 

While this year’s draft isn’t considered to have a wealth of 
high-end talent, there are always diamonds to be found in 
the rough. 

Carolina wasn’t particularly adept at locating late-round talent 
in the 2000s, but the team drafted NHL players after Round 1 
in every draft from 2010 (Justin Faulk and Victor Rask) to 
2017 (Eetu Luostarinen and Morgan Geekie). That includes 
cornerstone players Sebastian Aho (35th overall, 2015), 
Brett Pesce (66th, 2013) and Jaccob Slavin (120th, 2012). 

It’s too early to know for sure, but more recent second-day 
picks like Jack Drury (42nd, 2018) and Pyotr Kochetkov 
(36th, 2019) already look like locks to be longtime NHL 
players. Even seventh-rounder Ronan Seeley, a defenseman 
from Everett of the Western Hockey League, could be looked 
upon as the steal of the 2020 draft down the road. 

Another thing the Hurricanes have done since Waddell took 
over as general manager is take players from all over the 
globe. Last year alone, Carolina selected players from the 
United States, Canada, Finland, Czechia, Germany, Russia 
and Sweden. The Hurricanes drafted players from five 
different nations with their eight picks in 2020, and five 
countries were represented the year before as well. 

As far as needs, Carolina has shown it will hunt for talent 
above all else — and that often means jumping on players 
who have slid in the draft or targeting boom-or-bust types. 

One area the Hurricanes may avoid is goaltender. After not 
selecting any goalies in 2020 — the first time that happened 
since 2013 when the team had just four picks — Carolina 
drafted three a year ago. And with Kochetkov looking like a 
potential goalie of the future, the Hurricanes wouldn’t be 
criticized for not making goaltending a priority in Montreal. 

While it will be two days of dream-come-true moments for 
the 225 players who will be drafted by NHL teams, the 
biggest news might be which NHL players end up in new 
cities. 
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And don’t be surprised if Carolina is the team making noise. 

Draft Prospect Spotlight 

Paul Ludwinski, C 
5’11, 184 pounds • Kingston (OHL) 

One of the best skaters in the draft, Ludwinski is also a high-
motor player. He had just 43 points in his first major junior 
season but had a better postseason. 

NSJ Rank: 62 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Scott Wheeler, The Athletic: “Ludwinski’s one of those 
players whose engine is always running so hot that he looks 
like he’s doing a lot out there when in many cases he isn’t.” 

McKeen’s Hockey: “He has a great combination of 
competitiveness, defensive awareness and high hockey 
sense.” 

The Hockey News: “Ludwinski has great skating ability and 
competitiveness.” 

Nick Moldenhauer, C/RW 
5’10, 170 pounds • Chicago (USHL) 

Skilled with a good shot, Moldenhauer overcame both mono 
and a scary skate cut to the face to finish with 1.02 points per 
game in his first full USHL season. 

NSJ Rank: 67 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Scott Wheeler, The Athletic: “He’s a high-energy worker … 
who [is] a Swiss Army knife.” 

EilteProspects.com: “His combination of off-puck offense, 
shooting, passing and physical skill could make him an 
effective third-liner.” 

The Hockey News: “Smart, skilled kid who has a good shot 
and is on the NCAA path.” 

Vladimir Grudinin, D 
5’10, 158 pounds • CSKA Moskow (KHL) 

The left-handed defenseman faces some hurdles, including 
being undersized and Russian — a concern given the 
Ukranian conflict. He’s not a game-breaker but is a skilled 
skater who has been able to compete against older 
competition. 

NSJ Rank: 93 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “He has strong poise and skill 
with the puck.” 

Dobber Hockey: “Grudinin’s strengths outweigh his 
weaknesses and make him an intriguing prospect.” 

EliteProspects.com: “Grudinin’s footwork and agility make up 
for his size 
disadvantage.” 

NSJ’s 2022 NHL Draft Top 100 Prospects 

1. Shane Wright, C 

2. Logan Cooley, C 

3. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW 

4. Simon Nemec, D 

5. Matthew Savoie, C 

6. Cutter Gauthier, LW 

7. Joakim Kemell, RW 

8. David Jiricek, D 

9. Pavel Mintyukov, D 

10. Kevin Korchinski, D 

11. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW 

12. Denton Mateychuk, D 

13. Conor Geekie, C 

14. Danila Yurov, RW 

15. Frank Nazar, C/RW 

16. Marco Kasper, C 

17. Owen Pickering, D 

18. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW 

19. Jagger Firkus, RW 

20. Isaac Howard, LW 

21. Brad Lambert, C/RW 

22. Liam Ohgren, LW 

23. Rutger McGroarty, LW/RW 

24. Nathan Gaucher, C 

25. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C 

26. Ryan Chesley, D 

27. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW 

28. Owen Beck, C 

29. Jiri Kulich, C 

30. Tristan Luneau, D 

31. Lian Bichsel, D 

32. Lane Hutson, D 

33. Sam Rinzel, D 

34. Jack D. Hughes, C 

35. Noah Ostlund, C 

36. David Goyette, C 

37. Filip Mesar, RW 

38. Seamus Casey, D 

39. Reid Schaefer, LW 

40. Danny Zhilkin, C 

41. Cameron Lund, C 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 6, 2022 

 

42. Maveric Lamoureux, D 

43. Ty Nelson, D 

44. Rieger Lorenz, LW 

45. Calle Odelius, D 

46. Noah Warren, D 

47. Mats Lindgren, D 

48. Mattias Havelid, D 

49. Adam Ingram, C/LW 

50. Gleb Trikozov, LW/RW 

51. Matyas Sapovaliv, C 

52. Elias Salomonsson, D 

53. Alexander Perevalov, LW 

54. Filip Bystedt, C 

55. Bryce McConnell-Barker, C 

56. Fraser Minten, C 

57. Dylan James, LW 

58. Jani Nyman, LW/RW 

59. Julian Lutz, LW 

60. Jordan Gustafson, C 

61. Tomas Hamara, D 

62. Paul Ludwinski, C 

63. Christian Kyrou, D 

64. Hunter Haight, C 

65. Vinzenz Rohrer, C/RW 

66. Matthew Poitras, C 

67. Nick Moldenhauer, C/RW 

68. Tyler Brennan, G 

69. Michael Buchinger, D 

70. Simon Forsmark, D 

71. Aleksanteri Kaskimaki, C 

72. Topias Leinonen, G 

73. Topi Ronni, C 

74. Ryan Greene, C 

75. Cruz Lucius, RW 

76. Isaiah George, D 

77. Gavin Hayes, RW/LW 

78. Josh Filmon, RW/LW 

79. Adam Sykora, LW 

80. Matthew Seminoff, RW 

81. Kasper Kulonummi, D 

82. Artyom Duda, D 

83. Alexander Suzdalev, LW 

84. Devin Kaplan, RW 

85. Michael Fisher, D 

86. Ben MacDonald, C/LW 

87. Servac Petrovsky, C 

88. Brandon Lisowsky, LW 

89. Viktor Neuchev, LW 

90. Otto Salin, D 

91. Arseni Koromyslov, D 

92. Miko Matikka, RW 

93. Vladimir Grudinin, D 

94. Fabian Wagner, C 

95. Jake Karabela, C 

96. Quinn Finley, LW 

97. Jordan Dumais, RW 

98. Kirill Dolzhenkov, RW 

99. Spencer Sova, D 

100. Jack Devine, RW
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Draft Week: An Outlook On The Canes Approach 

"Whether our picks are located higher in the first round, or in 
a situation like this year where we don't have a first round 
pick, you have to be prepared for anything that may come 
your way." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will add to their 
already strong pool of prospects this week, with the 2022 
NHL Draft set to take place Thursday and Friday. 

Thursday night, beginning at 7 p.m. on ESPN, will be the first 
round, while the second through seventh rounds will 
transpire throughout the day Friday on ESPN+.  

It is the first event in the span of a week that will bring a rapid 
uptick of hockey events during the warm, summer month of 
July, as the team's Prospects Development Camp will take 
place Monday through Thursday of next week, with the 
league's free agency period opening amid that on 
Wednesday. 

At this moment in time the club does not own a pick in the 
first round, with their 27th overall selection being moved to 
draft-hosting Montreal prior to the start of the 2021-22 
season as compensation for the successful offer sheet that 
brought Jesperi Kotkaniemi to Raleigh. The Canadiens have 
since moved the pick, now belonging to the Arizona Coyotes. 

With that being considered, where does that leave the team 
in terms of their plan of attack this year? If they remain 
without a first round pick, it will be the second consecutive 
year with such being the case, as the team elected to trade 
down and out of the first round in 2021. 

Could the Canes, or would they, trade back into the first 
round? Will they consider moving back again? Would they 
deal a package of picks for immediate roster help? 

"Every year we approach the draft the exact same way, 
irrespective of what picks we have," Canes Assistant 
General Manager Darren Yorke began. "Whether our picks 
are located higher in the first round, or in a situation like this 
year where we don't have a first round pick, you have to be 
prepared for anything that may come your way. It could be 
trading back or it may be trying to move up. Our job is really 
to collect as much information as possible." 

Right now Carolina's first selection would come at #60 
overall, the sixth-from-last pick in the second round. 

In total, they hold eight picks: 

 Second Round - #60 Overall 

 Third Round - #71 Overall (Acquired from Chicago 
for a 2021 Third Round Pick) 

 Fourth Round - #121 Overall 

 Fifth Round - #156 Overall 

 Sixth Round - #171 Overall (Acquired from Anaheim 
with Jani Hakanpaa for Haydn Fleury) 

 Sixth Round - #188 Overall 

 Seventh Round - #205 Overall (Acquired from 
Columbus for the signing rights to Gregory 
Hofmann) 

 Seventh Round - #220 Overall 

Of course, from an entertainment perspective, there may be 
a bit of gusto lost by not holding a first round pick. However, 
exchanging the splash of holding a high pick for the lowered 
selection that comes along with a contending season is a 
deal that many fans of the organization are likely pleased 
with. 

Plus, after all, when it comes to the draft, the first selected 
player is not always the one that goes on to have the most 
success. 

"Ultimately, you can look at success [in the draft] in different 
ways. As an athlete, you get instant feedback when you're 
playing based off of ice time and production. Sometimes to 
get instant feedback on whether or not your draft has been 
successful if you're judging it based off of NHL games and 
success in the NHL, you have to wait. You have to wait a few 
years," Yorke continued. 

"I think for us to try to get an understanding of whether or not 
we have we made the right decision, some of that is based 
off of the process and the information that we gather at that 
time. Then the other way to sort of look at it would be, if you 
did a redraft, would that player jump up? From a year-to-year 
standpoint, you can get in a little bit of an understanding of 
how well that that pick did, prior to the the athlete graduating 
to the NHL." 

Case in point, in terms of the redraft? Jaccob Slavin, who 
had to wait until the fourth round to hear his name called in 
2012, but was recently voted as a top three player from the 
year. 

Moral of the story? Be patient, but also be ready for anything.
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Mailbag: Rangers' trade options, DeBrincat, Malkin futures 

NHL.com's Dan Rosen answers weekly questions 

By Dan Rosen 

Here is the July 6 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked on Twitter using #OvertheBoards. 
Tweet your questions to @drosennhl. 

It's been out there that the Rangers are looking for a second-
line center assuming Ryan Strome/Andrew Copp don't 
return. Who do you think is the most likely candidate they 
acquire? -- @KREIDERMAN20 

I wouldn't be surprised if the New York Rangers try to 
acquire a new second-line center in a trade in advance of 
July 13, when Strome and Copp each can become an 
unrestricted free agent. If the Rangers haven't come to an 
agreement with them by the time all 32 teams gather at the 
2022 NHL Draft in Montreal, I expect general manager Chris 
Drury to act quickly so New York isn't left high and dry when 
the market opens.  

Are the Winnipeg Jets willing to trade forward Pierre-Luc 
Dubois or center Mark Scheifele? Dubois is a pending 
restricted free agent who was a teammate of Rangers 
forward Artemi Panarin with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
Dubois, who turned 24 on June 24, likely will want a long-
term contract after playing on a two-year, $10 million contract 
(average annual value $5 million). He'll likely command 
upward of $7 million annually on a new long-term deal. 
Scheifele has two years remaining on his contract with a 
$6.125 million NHL salary-cap charge. He'll be a cheaper 
option, but only for two seasons, after which he can become 
an unrestricted free agent. New York could try to get Dubois, 
sign him long-term and hope the contract looks like a bit of a 
bargain by 2024-25, when the salary cap could increase 
significantly. But at what cost? Would Filip Chytil go to the 
Jets in return? Chytil grew leaps and bounds with his play in 
the playoffs and could be the answer at No. 2 center if the 
Rangers wanted to go that route. Could Kaapo Kakko go to 
Winnipeg in a potential trade? I think the Rangers would be 
OK with that if it means getting a second-line center to play 
with Panarin for the next several seasons.  

It's the same with Vancouver Canucks center J.T. Miller, who 
is one year away from unrestricted free agency. He has a 
$5.25 million cap charge next season, but are the Rangers 
willing to part with assets for one year of Miller? Can they 
afford to sign him to an extension when they'll also have to 
re-sign Chytil (if he's not traded), forward Alexis Lafreniere 
and defenseman K'Andre Miller after next season? We will 
know soon enough, probably sooner rather than later. 

Can you explain why the Chicago Blackhawks would trade 
Alex DeBrincat? He seems like a player you build around? -- 
@punmasterrifkin 

If DeBrincat were a 24-year-old center, I'd be there with you. 
But he's not. DeBrincat is a left wing. The Blackhawks need 
to rebuild down the middle, on defense and in goal. That's 
the bread and butter of a contending team. You have to like 
DeBrincat because he scores goals, 41 this season, but he's 
entering the final season of a three-year, $19.2 million 
contract ($6.4 million AAV) and could become a restricted 
free agent after next season. His annual salary could boom 
to $9 million or more with another good season. Chicago is 
not in position to pay a wing that much money when it may 
not have a center to play with him, especially if the 
Blackhawks aren't sold on 21-year-old Kirby Dach, the No. 3 
pick in the 2019 NHL Draft. We'll see about that, but the 
DeBrincat situation is different because of the money he will 
get in his next contract. Trading DeBrincat will also surely put 
the Blackhawks in the first round of this draft; they do not 
have a first-round pick but have two in the second round and 
three in the third round. They have two first-round picks in 
each of the first and second round next year and two first-
round selections in 2024. If they can trade into the first round 
this year, they'll have 10 picks in the first two rounds of the 
next three drafts, which could be a huge part of their rebuild. 
DeBrincat might just wind up as the cost doing that kind of 
business. In my opinion, he wouldn't if he were a center. 

Would Evgeni Malkin in Detroit make sense due to cap 
room? -- @hockeybrod30 

It makes sense for the Detroit Red Wings; maybe not so 
much for Evgeni Malkin. 

The Red Wings would benefit from having a player like 
Malkin, a three-time Stanley Cup winner. For starters, they 
have a hole at center that he would fill. They certainly could 
use more of a proven veteran presence in their forward 
group. He doesn't have the same burst, though a full 
offseason of training might bring some of that back, but 
Malkin, who will turn 36 on July 31, can still score. He was a 
point-per-game player this season, albeit playing only half 
the season (42 points in 41 games). I don't see Detroit going 
long-term, but it has the cap space to offer Malkin a sizeable 
dollar amount on a short-term contract, probably more than 
the Pittsburgh Penguins could or would offer him. Malkin 
would make the Red Wings better, but I don't think he makes 
them good enough to make the Stanley Cup Playoffs next 
year. And that's why Detroit might not make sense for 
Malkin. If he leaves Pittsburgh, he'll want to go somewhere 
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he can win or at least to a team closer to becoming a playoff 
contender than Detroit. The Florida Panthers could be the 
sweet spot for Malkin if they can make it work cap-wise. 
That's a big if. I think the New Jersey Devils make sense, but 
they have to get a goalie. How about Malkin to the Rangers? 
Unlikely, but that would be intriguing. 

I think a Jesse Puljujarvi for Martin Necas trade makes a lot 
of sense. Have you heard anything about this becoming a 
possibility? -- @GLaSnoST9 

I have not heard that specific scenario, though some 
concepts with player movement will become clearer this 
week as we get to the 2022 Upper Deck NHL Draft at Bell 
Centre in Montreal on Thursday and Friday. However, the 
trade you propose has a lot of merit when breaking it down 
for each player and the teams involved, albeit with one 
caveat, which I will get to shortly. 

I heard rumblings about how the Carolina Hurricanes could 
be looking to trade Necas, a forward, when I was covering 
their Eastern Conference Second Round series against the 
Rangers. The 23-year-old has the physical tools (6-foot-2, 
189 pounds) to become a regular top-six player in the NHL, 
but he regressed this season, his third full season in the 
NHL, and he was too quiet during the playoffs. Necas had 40 
points (14 goals, 26 assists) in 78 games this season (0.51 
points per game); he had 41 points (14 goals, 27 assists) in 
53 games last season (0.77 points per game). In the playoffs 
this season, he had five assists in 14 playoff games; he had 
five points (two goals, three assists) in 11 playoff games last 
season. I don't know if he fits the style the Hurricanes play as 
an aggressive forechecking, possession team. He needs to 
play on the inside more with his body and he hasn't done 

that. He's a pending restricted free agent at the end of his 
entry-level contract. You never want to give up on young 
talent too early, but a change-of-scenery trade is certainly 
reasonable unless Carolina is willing to keep going with 
Necas and keep him on a two-year contract worth around $6 
million. They have put a lot into his development since 
selecting him with the No. 12 pick in the 2017 NHL Draft. 

Puljujarvi is similar in many ways as a 24-year-old pending 
RFA forward who has not lived up to the potential he came 
into the NHL with as the No. 4 pick in the 2016 NHL Draft, 
based solely on offensive numbers. He had 36 points (14 
goals, 22 assists) in 65 games this season after getting 25 
points (15 goals, 10 assists) in 55 games last season. 
Puljujarvi played in Finland in 2019-20. He could be a better 
fit in Carolina with his style of play than Necas; he's more of 
a possession driver and a two-way forward who can play in a 
third-line role. If the Hurricanes don't sign Nino Niederreiter, 
a pending unrestricted free agent forward, is it crazy to think 
Puljujarvi could fill his role on a line with Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast? He could help drive that line offensively and be 
consistently relied on to defend against top lines too. At the 
same time, Necas' skillset could allow him to fit in well with 
the Oilers, playing with Connor McDavid and/or Leon 
Draisaitl, as Puljujarvi used to. 

But here's the caveat: If Edmonton decides to trade 
Puljujarvi, will it be looking for a goalie instead of another 
top-six/top-nine forward? In that case, it could look straight at 
the Rangers to see if there is trade interest for Alexandar 
Georgiev, also a pending RFA who is unlikely to return to 
New York. Puljujarvi could be the right wing on the top line 
with Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 6, 2022 

 

Top NHL free agent forwards: Gaudreau on market 

Forsberg, Giroux, Malkin also possibly available when 
signing opens July 13 

By David Satriano 

With the NHL free agent signing period about to begin, there 
are several teams in the market for a forward who can boost 
them into a Stanley Cup contender. 

NHL.com takes a closer look at the top unrestricted free 
agent forwards expected to be available when the market 
opens July 13 (listed in alphabetical order): 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

It would be a surprise if the 36-year-old center decides to 
return for another season and it isn't with the Bruins. 
Bergeron had 65 points (25 goals, 40 assists) in 73 games 
this season and is an excellent two-way player. He led the 
NHL in face-off percentage (61.9 percent) and won the Selke 
Trophy for a record fifth time. Bergeron has 982 points (400 
goals, 582 assists) in 1,216 games during 18 seasons with 
Boston and has played 167 Stanley Cup Playoff games (127 
points; 49 goals, 78 assists), winning the Stanley Cup in 
2011. 

Andre Burakovsky, Colorado Avalanche 

The 27-year-old forward had 61 points (22 goals, 39 assists) 
in 80 regular-season games for the Avalanche and helped 
the win the Stanley Cup with eight points (three goals, five 
assists) in 12 postseason games this season. Burakovsky 
has 295 points (123 goals, 172 assists) in 519 regular-
season games for the Avalanche and Washington Capitals, 
and 47 points (20 goals, 27 assists) in 93 playoff games. He 
also won the Stanley Cup with the Capitals in 2018. 

Andrew Copp, New York Rangers 

The 27-year-old forward had NHL career highs in goals (21), 
assists (32) and points (53) in 72 regular-season games for 
the Rangers and Winnipeg Jets, including 18 points (eight 
goals, 10 assists) in 16 games after he was acquired in a 
trade by the Rangers on March 21. Copp had 14 points (six 
goals, eight assists) in 14 playoff games. He has 202 points 
(82 goals, 120 assists) in 483 regular-season games for the 
Rangers and Jets and 26 points (nine goals, 17 assists) in 54 
playoff games. 

Max Domi, Carolina Hurricanes 

Domi had 39 points (11 goals, 28 assists) in 72 regular-
season games for the Hurricanes and Columbus Blue 
Jackets last season, including seven points (two goals, five 
assists) in 19 games after he was acquired in a trade by the 
Hurricanes on March 21. The 27-year-old center has 314 
points (101 goals, 213 assists) in 501 regular-season games 
for the Hurricanes, Blue Jackets, Montreal Canadiens and 
Arizona Coyotes, and nine points (three goals six assists) in 
24 playoff games. He's scored at least 44 points four times in 
seven seasons. 

Filip Forsberg, Nashville Predators 

One of the top free agents expected to be available, 
Forsberg scored an NHL career-high 42 goals and 84 points 

in 69 games for the Predators last season. The 27-year-old 
forward has scored at least 20 goals in seven of his eight full 
NHL seasons. Forsberg has 469 points (220 goals, 249 
assists) in 566 regular-season games and 53 points (29 
goals, 24 assists) in 75 postseason games. 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

Gaudreau was tied for second in the NHL this season with 
115 points (40 goals, 75 assists) in 82 regular-season 
games. He led the NHL with a plus-64 rating and set NHL 
career highs in goals, assists, points, game-winning goals 
(nine) and shots on goal (262). The 28-year-old forward led 
the Flames in the playoffs with 14 points (three goals, 11 
assists) in 12 games. Gaudreau has 609 points (210 goals, 
399 assists) in 602 regular-season games and 33 points (11 
goals, 22 assists) in 42 playoff games. 

Claude Giroux, Florida Panthers 

The 34-year-old forward had 65 points (21 goals, 44 assists) 
in 75 games for the Panthers and Philadelphia Flyers last 
season, including 23 points (three goals, 20 assists) in 18 
games after he was acquired in a trade with the Flyers on 
March 19. Giroux has scored at least 20 goals nine times 
and has 923 points (294 goals, 629 assists) in 1,018 regular-
season games and 81 points (28 goals, 53 assists) in 95 
playoffs games. 

Nazem Kadri, Colorado Avalanche 

A broken thumb couldn't stop Kadri from coming back in the 
playoffs and scoring the overtime goal in his return, a 3-2 win 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 4 of the Cup 
Final. The 31-year-old forward had 15 points (seven goals, 
eight assists) in 16 playoff games to help the Avalanche win 
the Stanley Cup. He had 28 goals and NHL career highs in 
assists (59), points (87), power-play points (29) in 71 regular-
season games. Kadri has 512 points (219 goals, 293 assists) 
in 739 regular-season games for the Avalanche and Toronto 
Maple Leafs, and 44 points (19 goals, 25 assists) in 52 
playoff games. 

Evander Kane, Edmonton Oilers 

After signing with the Oilers in January after his contract was 
terminated by the San Jose Sharks, Kane had 39 points (22 
goals, 17 assists) in 43 regular-season games and 17 points 
(13 goals, four assists) in 15 playoff games, tying for the 
postseason lead in goals. The 30-year-old forward is an 
eight-time 20-goal scorer and has 545 points (286 goals, 259 
assists) and 1,048 penalty minutes in 812 regular-season 
games for the Oilers, Sharks, Buffalo Sabres, Winnipeg Jets 
and Atlanta Thrashers and 30 points (19 goals, 11 assists) in 
44 playoff games. 

Phil Kessel, Arizona Coyotes 

While Kessel's stats have dipped with the Arizona Coyotes 
the past three seasons, he had 52 points (eight goals, 44 
assists) and 14 power-play points in 82 games and is a 
proven scorer. The 34-year-old forward has 956 points (399 
goals, 557 assists) in 1,204 regular-season games for the 
Coyotes, Pittsburgh Penguins, Maple Leafs and Bruins, 
including six seasons with at least 30 goals and 12 with at 
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least 20 goals. A two-time Cup winner with the Penguins in 
2016 and 2017, Kessel has 81 points (34 goals, 47 assists) 
in 96 postseason games. 

Evgeni Malkin, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Although there are injury concerns, Malkin should have 
plenty of interest from any team in need of a playmaking 
center if he doesn't remain with the Penguins. The 35-year-
old had 42 points (20 goals, 22 assists) in 41 regular-season 
games for the Penguins after missing the first three months 
of the season while recovering from offseason knee surgery. 
He has 1,146 points (444 goals, 702 assists) in 981 regular-
season games over 16 seasons, scoring at least 20 goals 13 
times. He is a three-time Stanley Cup winner (2009, 2016, 
2017) and has scored 180 points (67 goals, 113 assists) in 
177 playoff games. 

Valeri Nichushkin, Colorado Avalanche 

Nichuskin had a breakout season with highs across the 
board in goals (25), assists (27), points (52), power-play 
goals (five), power-play points (nine), shots on goal (180) 
and shooting percentage (13.9). Nichushkin had never 
scored more than 34 points in a season. The 27-year-old 
forward also had 15 points (nine goals, six assists) in 20 
playoff games to help the Avalanche win the Stanley Cup. 
He has 174 points (71 goals, 103 assists) in 405 regular-
season games for the Avalanche and Dallas Stars, and 24 
points (13 goals, 11 assists) in 62 playoff games. 

Ondrej Palat, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Palat has been an integral part of the Lightning's playoff 
success the past three seasons with 27 goals, including eight 
game-winners in 71 postseason games to help them win the 
Cup in 2020 and 2021 and advance to the Final this season. 
The 31-year-old forward had 49 points (18 goals, 31 assists) 
in 77 regular-season games and 21 points (11 goals, 10 
assists) in 23 postseason games. Palat has 423 points (143 
goals, 280 assists) in 628 regular-season games and 94 
points (48 goals, 46 assists) in 138 playoff games. 

David Perron, St. Louis Blues 

The 34-year-old forward had 57 points (27 goals, 30 assists) 
in 67 regular-season games for the Blues last season and 13 
points (nine goals, four assists) in 12 playoff games. Perron 
has scored at least 23 goals in three of the past four seasons 
with at least 57 points in three of them. He has 665 points 
(269 goals, 396 assists) in 973 regular-season games for the 
Blues, Vegas Golden Knights, Anaheim Ducks, Penguins 
and Oilers and 61 points (24 goals, 37 assists) in 104 playoff 
games, including winning the Stanley Cup with the Blues in 
2019. 

Rickard Rakell, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Rakell had 41 points (20 goals, 21 assists) in 70 regular-
season games for the Penguins and Ducks this season, 
including 13 points (four goals, nine assists) in 19 games 
after he was acquired in a trade with the Ducks on March 21. 
The 29-year-old forward has at least 40 points in six of the 
past seven seasons and can also chip in on the power play, 
with 85 career power-play points. Rakell has 352 points (158 
goals, 194 assists) in 569 regular-season games for the 
Penguins and Ducks and 19 points (11 goals, eight assists) 
in 48 playoff games. 

Reilly Smith, Vegas Golden Knights 

The 31-year-old forward has proven to be a valuable top-six 
forward with 38 points (16 goals, 22 assists) in 56 games for 
the Golden Knights this season. He also plays in all 
situations, averaging nearly two minutes per game in power 
play and shorthanded ice time per game. Smith has 417 
points (174 goals, 243 assists) in 686 regular-season games 
for the Golden Knights, Panthers, Bruins and Stars and 65 
points (22 goals, 43 assists) in 84 playoff games. 

Paul Stastny, Winnipeg Jets 

Stastny had his most points (45) since 2017-18 when he had 
53 with the Jets and Blues. The 36-year-old forward had 21 
goals and 24 assists in 71 games and would provide veteran 
leadership and the ability to chip in offensively. Stastny has 
800 points (284 goals, 516 assists) in 1,072 regular-season 
games for the Jets, Golden Knights, Blues and Avalanche 
and 69 points (26 goals, 43 assists) in 103 postseason 
games. 

Ryan Strome, New York Rangers 

For teams in need of a playmaking center, Strome could be 
the answer. The 28-year-old had 54 points (21 goals, 33 
assists) in 74 regular-season games for the Rangers this 
season and nine points (two goals, seven assists) in 19 
playoff games to help them advance to the Eastern 
Conference Final. Strome has 357 points (130 goals, 227 
assists) in 621 regular-season games for the Rangers, Oilers 
and Islanders and 19 points (five goals, 14 assists) in 37 
playoff games. 

Vincent Trocheck, Carolina Hurricanes 

The 28-year-old forward had 51 points (21 goals, 30 assists) 
in 81 regular-season games and 10 points (six goals, four 
assists) in 14 playoff games for the Hurricanes this season. 
A four-time 20-goal scorer, Trocheck has 378 points (150 
goals, 228 assists) in 555 regular-season games for the 
Hurricanes and Panthers, and 16 points (eight goals, eight 
assists) in 33 playoff games.
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About Last Season: Teuvo Teravainen 

A look at how the beloved #86 played throughout the 
season. 

By AlexOhari  

Teuvo Teravainen: 2021-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 27 

 NHL seasons: 8 

 Scoring: 22 goals, 43 assists, 65 points in 77 games 

 Playoff scoring: 4 goals, 7 assists, 11 points in 14 
games 

 Advanced statistics: 58.3 CF%, 56.3 HDCF%, 52.5 
xGF%, 60.6 GF% 

 Average TOI: 13:09 ES, 2:56 PP, 1:35 SH 

 Contract status: Signed through 2023-24 at $5.4 
million AAV 

Since his arrival to Raleigh in what was arguably one of Ron 
Francis’ best moves during his time as the Canes GM, Teuvo 
Teravainen has become a fan favorite both on and off the 
ice. His consistent effort level, playmaking ability and efficient 
two-way play make his contract of $5.4 million annually quite 
the bargain, and the good news is that he’s locked in for an 
additional two seasons — through 2023-24. 

After missing a large chunk of the 2020-21 season due to 
injury and COVID-19, Teravainen returned with a vengeance 
and had one of his best seasons to date. His 65 points were 
the second best total of his career (mind you, he would have 
eclipsed that mark if COVID didn’t end the 2019-20 season 
at 68 games), and the 22 goals that he scored in 77 games 
equals the highest goals-per-game output of his career thus 
far. 

He also delivered in the playoffs, tying for the team-lead with 
11 points in 14 games and was generally their most 
consistent forward for the most part. He’s relied on in all 
situations for the group, and continues to put up 

performances that largely exceed his contract in comparison 
to a majority of the NHL. 

During the regular season, 31 of Teravainen’s 65 points 
came at even strength, 31 on the power play and 3 came 
short-handed. While you might hope for a bit more 
production from a top-6 winger at 5-on-5, he’s a guy that 
delivers in all situations and can be counted on at any point 
of a game. 

Teravainen also had a 58.4% Corsi For % in all situations. At 
even strength, he produced a 53.5% Corsi — which was 
down a bit from his previous seasons — but was obviously 
still driving play in the right direction. The Hurricanes out-
scored their opposition 60-39 with him on the ice at even 
strength, and 101-50 in all situations. Simply put — this guy 
is a beauty. 

In the playoffs, he upped his game by every metric. His Corsi 
was over 58% and the Hurricanes out-scored their 
opponents 17-10 with him on the ice. 7 of his 11 playoff 
points came at even strength, although his power play 
production dipped a bit with just 3 points in 14 games. 

If there’s any real complaint that you could make about 
Turbo in general, it’s his hesitancy to shoot the puck. I mean, 
we’ve all seen that the guy has a wicked release and can 
snipe it with the best of them when he decides to rip it. The 
problem is that he never wants too. Shooting is always his 
last option, which is such a shame because of how deadly 
accurate his wrist shot can be. Nearing age 28, it’s hard to 
see him ever shaking this trait. It’s understood that he’s a 
set-up man and can thread passes as well as anybody on 
the ice, but sometimes you just wish for a bit more killer 
instinct — especially with the amount of open looks that he 
passes up. 

Regardless, it’s hard to really criticize Teravainen much at 
all. He’s a player who’s proven to be worth every penny of 
his contract and more. He’s a fan favorite, he seems 
genuinely loved by his teammates and he’s a guy that the 
coaching staff trusts during any instance of any hockey 
game. He’s a guy that you can’t help but hope will rock a 
Hurricanes jersey for a very long time.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/07/no-1st-rounder-but-plenty-of-intrigue-for-hurricanes-at-this-weeks-draft/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/draft-week-an-outlook-on-the-canes-approach/c-334806156 
https://www.nhl.com/news/over-the-boards-dan-rosen-mailbag-july-6/c-334811426 

https://www.nhl.com/news/best-nhl-free-agent-forwards/c-334795932 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/5/23194924/about-last-season-teuvo-teravainen 
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‘There will be more talk’: What will the Hurricanes do at 2022 NHL Draft 
in Montreal? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 05, 2022 6:03 AM 

 

Ryan Suzuki smiles while wearing a Carolina Hurricanes jersey during 
the first round of the NHL hockey draft Friday, June 21, 2019, in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. Because of the pandemic the draft was 
held remotely in 2020 and 2021. 

Yorke, assistant general manager for the Carolina Hurricanes, has been 
designated to answer the team roll-call this week as the 2022 NHL Draft 
begins. 

The site: Montreal’s Bell Centre. 

The Canes and Canadiens aren’t on the best of terms, not after 
competing offer sheets for players in free agency. The Canadiens tried to 
land the Canes’ Sebastian Aho in 2019, and failed. The Canes answered 
last year with an offer sheet to forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi that Montreal 
decided not to match, allowing Kotkaniemi to leave. 

Touché. 

Canes fans loved it. The Habs fans did not, and may make that known at 
the draft Thursday when the Hurricanes are first called on at the Bell 
Centre. 

“I wasn’t good enough as an athlete to get booed, so at least I’ll enjoy 
that experience of having 22,000 people boo me,” Yorke quipped. “I may 
never get that experience again.” 

Yorke directs the team’s amateur scouting and draft preparations. During 
an interview Thursday at his office in PNC Arena, he discussed the run-
up to this year’s draft, took a look back at some memorable picks while 
agreeing a degree of normalcy has returned to the process after the 
challenges of the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021. 

‘THERE WILL BE MORE TALK’ 

The Canes do not have a first-round pick this year, sending it to the 
Canadiens as part of the compensation for Kotkaniemi. The Habs, in 
turn, traded that pick to the Arizona Coyotes. 

The Canadiens have the No. 1 selection this year, however, having won 
the NHL draft lottery. That’ll create some big cheers Thursday at the Bell 
Centre. 

The second day of the draft will be much busier for Carolina, which has 
eight picks in the final six rounds. 

The Canes will not have a selection until the 60th pick, in the second 
round, the latest they’ve chosen since 2006 when defenseman Jamie 

McBain went 63rd overall. Carolina traded its first-round pick during the 
2006 season to St. Louis for forward Doug Weight, who was member of 
the Canes’ Stanley Cup winners. 

“That doesn’t make it any more challenging or easier,” Yorke said. “The 
process remains the same. Last year we didn’t know we weren’t going to 
have a first-round draft pick until the draft. You still have to put the work 
in and be prepared for anything.” 

A year ago, the Canes traded their first-round pick — No. 27 — to the 
Nashville Predators for a pair of second-round choices, Nos. 40 and 51. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said Carolina might 
end up with a first-round selection or move higher than 60th in the draft 
this year, not ruling out making moves in Montreal. 

“We always talk to teams and it depends what their price is,” Waddell 
said Wednesday. “Yes, we’d like to move up, but there’s a price we’re 
willing to pay and we’re not going to overpay. 

“If it’s going to happen it usually happens at the draft when there’s a guy 
sitting there, maybe at 30, that you say you really want. We’ll continue to 
talk to teams, but I think as we get to the draft there will be more talk.” 

For the first time since 2019, there will be fans in the stands and the NHL 
teams gathered at tables on the arena floor. The pandemic resulted in 
teleconferencing during the 2020 and 2021 drafts that were held 
remotely, with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman and deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly announcing the selections from the NHL studios 
in Secaucus, New Jersey. 

Team officials huddled in private, the Canes making the home locker 
room at PNC Arena their “war room” the past two years and having a lot 
of voices heard in the room. 

“When you’re not surrounded by 31 other teams you can have your 
conversations with a larger group,” Yorke said. 

REMEMBERING 2019 

At the 2019 draft in Vancouver, the Canes took forward Ryan Suzuki with 
their first-round pick. The trade of forward Jeff Skinner to the Buffalo 
Sabres in the summer of 2018 had gained the Canes another second-
round selection and Carolina used it on a goalie, Pyotr Kochetkov of 
Russia. 

Yorke said he and Paul Schonfelder, now the Canes goalie coach, had 
scouted Kotchetkov as he starred for the Russian team in the 2019 World 
Junior championship in Vancouver and Victoria, British Columbia. 

“He was unbelievable,” Yorke said. “Because of technology we could 
then go back and increase the sample size, get more video and watch 
him, and then rank him. At the end we put him in a position where we 
thought his potential was similar to what we see today.” 

“An infectious personality,” Yorke said. 

Kochetkov, who turned 23 on June 25, teamed with goalie Alex Lyon to 
help the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ AHL affiliate, capture the 2022 
Calder Cup. 
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“When we saw his name on the board (and available), it was a no-brainer 
in terms of selecting him,” Yorke said. “Right now he’s looking like a great 
pick.” 

With pandemic restrictions easing, NHL teams again were able to attend 
a prospects combine in Buffalo this year, watch the drills and conduct 
interviews. Yorke said there were fewer players than in past years 
because of the scheduling in the major junior leagues or injuries or travel 
problems. 

After a couple years of relying on impersonal Zoom interviews, a return to 
face-to-face meetings with players was refreshing, Yorke said. 

THE SVECHNIKOV DRAFT 

Few players made a quicker or bigger impact on the Canes than Andrei 
Svechnikov in 2018. 

“Those can be franchise-altering decisions,” Yorke said. 

Yorke said the Canes interviewed Svechnikov at the combine that year, 
then brought Svechnikov to Raleigh for a few days before the draft to 
meet others in the organization. 

“The more time you spend with him the more you realize just how special 
a person he is,” Yorke said. “There are very few athletes or people who 
at 18 years old would have been as mature and as driven to get to where 
he wants to get to.” 

When Svechnikov was chosen at the draft in Dallas, his parents and his 
older brother, Evgeny, were there to celebrate the moment. A few years 
before that night, Evgeny was taken in the first round by Detroit in the 
draft and Andrei was there in Sunrise, Florida, to give him a big hug in 
the stands after the selection was announced. 

“The best part of being at the draft in person is seeing the parents’ 
reaction,” Yorke said. “It’s such a special moment. Irrespective of 
whatever happens in their career, the entire family has that memory.” 
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Down Goes Brown: Which draft makes the best lineup of stars from 
different rounds? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

A year ago we tried to figure out which team could build the best six-man 
roster out of players they’d drafted, without using anyone they’d picked in 
the same round. It was a fun little exercise, even if the winning team was 
the one everyone probably figured it would be. 

Reader Jacob B. had a similar question, but with a twist: Instead of 
finding the best team, let’s find the best draft year. It’s still a limit of one 
player per round, but we’re basing this on the full league’s work in a 
given year instead of a specific team’s entire history. Nice and simple, 
let’s do this. 

But first, a few ground rules: 

We’re sticking to positions for this one, meaning our forwards need to be 
a center, a left winger and a right winger. In cases where somebody 
moved around, we’ll emphasize the position a guy played most of his 
career at. We don’t care about handedness on defensemen, though. 

We’re going back to the start of the entry draft era in 1979. Sorry, 
amateur draft completionists. 

I’m not actually sure we need any other ground rules, but this section 
always has at least three bullet points so here we are. How are you 
doing? Good? That’s good. Me too, thanks for asking. 

OK, let’s get started. And as is often the case, it probably makes sense to 
begin at the beginning. In our case, that means 1979. 

Team 1979 

The 1979 draft is often mentioned as the best ever, and rightly so. With a 
double cohort (due to lowering the draft age from 19 to 18), this class 
includes stars like one of the greatest defensemen of all time in Ray 
Bourque, a 700-goal guy in Mike Gartner, plus two more Hall of Famers 
in Michel Goulet and Kevin Lowe. 

But here’s where we run into a problem that will plague us throughout 
this challenge — all four of those guys were first-round picks, so we can 
only take one. It’s a reasonably easy call to go with Bourque, but right off 
the bat, we’re leaving about 1,250 goals on the table. Look, we never 
said this would be easy. 

The Oilers give us some strong options up front with Mark Messier in the 
third and Glenn Anderson in the fourth. While I’m tempted to sneak in 
Messier as a left winger, where he played his first few years in the 
league, his best years came as a center so we’ll play him there, costing 
us guys like Dale Hunter, Guy Carbonneau and Thomas Steen. 

We still need a goalie, a defenseman and a left winger, and here’s where 
we realize the big problem with 1979: That year’s draft was only six 
rounds long, so we have zero wiggle room. Another problem that we’ll 
probably run into a few times is that we’re low on options for left wing, 
especially if we don’t count Mike Krushelnyski, who played more center. 
This leads to a dilemma where we either go with a decent goalie in 
Round 2 and take a no-name left winger, or we use our second-round 
slot on Brent Ashton and have to settle for Marco Baron in net. 

I don’t like either option, and eventually settled on an answer I wasn’t 
expecting — we have to cut Glenn Anderson. That lets us use our fourth-
round pick on 400-goal man John Ogrodnick on the other side, then fill 
out our roster with Dirk Graham, Pelle Lindbergh and Doug Crossman. 

Forwards: C Mark Messier (3), LW John Ogrodnick (4), RW Dirk Graham 
(5) 

Defense: Ray Bourque (1), Doug Crossman (6) 

Goalie: Pelle Lindberg (2) 

That’s a good team, but not a great one, and if it’s the best we can do 
with one of the best draft classes ever then we may be in trouble. The 
good news is the draft expands by several rounds starting in 1980, so we 
have more to work with from now on. 

The next few years offer up some solid drafts that are too top-heavy for 
our purposes. But soon we get to one that has a late-round pick we can 
build around … 

Team 1983 

Steve Yzerman is the obvious pick from the first round, with all due 
respect to Pat LaFontaine and Cam Neely. We can even give him a 
decent power winger from the sixth round, although we have to choose 
between Rick Tocchet and Kevin Stevens. We know that left wing is the 
tougher slot, so we’ll go with Stevens, and then drop in second-rounder 
Claude Lemieux to finish off a very solid forward line. 

The blue line doesn’t have the same star power, but it’s solid enough, as 
we can go with Garry Galley and Uwe Krupp while passing on Viacheslav 
Fetisov (since we’re only counting NHL years here). But defense hardly 
matters when we’ve got one of the greatest goalies ever available, even 
though this one wouldn’t make his NHL debut until seven years later. 

Forwards: C Steve Yzerman (1), LW Kevin Stevens (6), Claude Lemieux 
(2) 

Defense: Garry Galley (5), Uwe Krupp (11) 

Goalie: Dominik Hasek (10) 

Yep, that’s a better team than 1980, for sure. Can someone step up and 
challenge them? 
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Team 1984 

We have to do this one, because there’s no way we’ll ever find a better 
forward group than No. 1 pick Mario Lemieux with late-round gems Brett 
Hull and Luc Robitaille. We also get to use Patrick Roy from the third 
round, leaving us only two blue line studs away from having just about 
the perfect squad. It goes without saying that we can’t find those two 
guys, and we lose Gary Suter because he went in the same round as 
Robitaille, but we can find some decent players who won’t have to do 
much with all the other talent here. 

Forwards: C Mario Lemieux  (1), LW Luc Robitaille (9), RW Brett Hull (6) 

Defense: Jeff Brown (2), Don Sweeney (8) 

Goalie: Patrick Roy (3) 

There’s our new clubhouse leader, and the first that feels like it will be 
legitimately tough to beat. Let’s skip ahead a few years for our next 
contender … 

Team 1989 

Ah yes, the infamous 1989 draft, also known as the time the Red Wings 
built a Stanley Cup quasi-dynasty in one day. 

This era might deserve an asterisk, since some of the best picks were 
European stars who weren’t a sure thing to come over to North America 
and dropped into later rounds because of it. That helps us out a ton here, 
as we can build around Nicklas Lidstrom, Pavel Bure and Sergei Fedorov 
without even using our first- or second-round slots. Fedorov’s a center, 
meaning we can’t use No. 1 pick Mats Sundin, but that’s fine because it 
means we can snag Olaf Kolzig as our goalie. And Adam Foote was a 
second-round pick who’ll be more than adequate as Lidstrom’s partner. 

We’re five-sixths of the way to giving Team 1984 a real run for their 
money, but it all falls apart at left wing, where there wasn’t a single real 
star taken in the entire draft, and most of the small handful of OK options 
get wiped out by our other picks. We were so close, but this team just 
wasn’t meant to be. 

Forwards: C Sergei Fedorov (4), LW Scott Daniels (7), RW Pavel Bure 
(6) 

Defense: Nicklas Lidstrom (3), Adam Foote (2) 

Goalie: Olaf Kolzig (1) 

Of course, there was another European superstar who had to wait a year 
for his draft day … 

Team 1990 

It’s one of the most famous drafts ever, but that’s due to a top-heavy first 
round, so we may be in trouble here. The big choice is between Jaromir 
Jagr and Martin Brodeur for our first-round slot, and with all due respect 
to Felix Potvin, the lack of other top-tier options in goal makes this an 
easy call. 

From there, the rest of this team fills out nicely, but the end result is 
merely good — not a true contender. 

Forwards: C Doug Weight (2), LW Vyacheslav Kozlov (3), RW Peter 
Bondra (8) 

Defense: Sergei Zubov (5), Ken Klee (9) 

Goalie: Martin Brodeur (1) 

After a few more years of top-heavy drafts, we get to … 

Team 1994 

This was the first year where I legitimately wondered if we’d end up 
skipping the first round entirely. Instead, let’s build a roster that features 
several guys who are borderline Hall of Fame candidates. 

Forwards: C Chris Drury (3), LW Patrik Elias (2), RW Daniel Alfredsson 
(6) 

Defense: Ed Jovanovski (1), Kim Johnsson (11) 

Goalie: Tim Thomas (9) 

Now, if you’ll permit me a brief aside, I want to try something … 

Team 1996 

Yes, it’s arguably the worst draft class ever. Let’s do it anyway, just for 
fun. 

Forwards: C Samuel Pahlsson (7), LW Marco Sturm (1), RW Andreas 
Dackell (6) 

Defense: Zdeno Chara (3), Tomas Kaberle (8) 

Goalie: Mathieu Garon (2) 

Is that team completely terrible? Not really. Was it worth doing? No, but 
let’s not live our life with regrets. 

Let’s skip ahead again, as 1997 is way too top-heavy, 1998 doesn’t give 
us much to work with other than Pavel Datsyuk, the less said about 1999 
the better, and 2000 is just Henrik Lundqvist. In fact, let’s just skip ahead 
to the other contender for best draft year ever … 

Team 2003 

Here’s the big one, which you might assume is the sure-thing winner 
unless you’re one of those fans who’s starting to wonder if maybe 2003 
was overrated. Let’s find out. 

The first round is weird, as there are a ton of recognizable names but 
nobody who stands out as an obvious pick. The round only produced two 
1,000-point players, and both Marc Staal and Ryan Getzlaf barely inched 
over the line. Besides, both are centers, and we’ve got second-rounder 
Patrice Bergeron for that. Or do we? Maybe we’d rather have Shea 
Weber and slot in late-round value Joe Pavelski down the middle. And 
what do we do in net, where our only real options are No. 1 pick Marc-
Andre Fleury, or last-round holdouts Brian Elliott and Jaro Halak? 

It all ends up being kind of a mess, and I’m not completely sure I’ve got 
the best mix here. But yeah, for this exercise at least, put me down for 
the Team 2003 is overrated side. 

Forwards: C Joe Pavelski (7), LW Zach Parise (1), RW Lee Stempniak 
(5) 

Defense: Shea Weber (2), Dustin Byfuglien (8) 

Goalie: Jaroslav Halak (9) 

In fact, we don’t even have to wait very long to find a better squad … 

Team 2004 

The two toughest challenges in this exercise are finding a decent left-
winger and a value pick in goal, and that’s arguably the two things the 
2004 draft is known for. And the rest of the roster fills in nicely enough. 

Forwards: C David Krejci (2), LW Alexander Ovechkin (1), RW Ryan 
Callahan (4) 

Defense: Alex Edler (3), Mark Streit (9) 

Goalie: Pekka Rinne (8) 

I think they beat Team 2003. They don’t make Team 1984 or Team 1989 
sweat, though, so our quest continues. 

Team 2008 

In a bit of a surprise, we skip over one of the best first-round blue line 
classes ever, passing on names like Drew Doughty, Erik Karlsson and 
John Carlson because there’s more depth available later in the draft. 
Instead, we’ll build around Steven Stamkos, give him a Cup-winning 
goalie and some solid if not quite top-notch winger depth. 

Forwards: C Steven Stamkos (1), LW Matt Martin (5), RW Cam Atkinson 
(6) 

Defense: Roman Josi (2), Jason Demers (7) 

Goalie: Braden Holtby (4) 

Yeah, I didn’t expect Martin to show up on a roster either. But he’s played 
800 games as a fifth-round pick at the hardest position to fill, so we do 
what we need to do. 
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Team 2009 

We’re well into the era where the guys who are drafted are still active, so 
some of these will hold up better than others in the years to come. But 
we can still work with a few of these teams, if only to make sure that any 
younger fans can find a few names they recognize. 

Forwards: C Ryan O’Reilly (2), LW Mike Hoffman (5), RW Reilly Smith 
(3) 

Defense: Victor Hedman (1), David Savard (4) 

Goalie: Darcy Kuemper (6) 

OK, Team 2009 isn’t great, but it’s our first team since 1979 that uses 
each of the first six rounds, and for some reason I find that comforting. 

We’re probably too far into the future for this to still work, but let’s force in 
one more entry to get us to an even dozen … 

Team 2011 

This one is interesting, where we get some decent players and plenty of 
different ways to fit them together. For once, the left-wing spot is a 
crowded one, with both Jonathan Huberdeau and Johnny Gaudreau 
vying for the job. Two good players, but it ends up being an easy call 
thanks to one of them being a fourth-round pick. Meanwhile, John Gibson 
would have been our only real option in goal just a few years ago and 
cost us fellow second-rounder Nikita Kucherov, but the emergence of 
Jordan Binnington saves us there. 

Forwards: C Ryan Dzingel (7), LW Johnny Gaudreau (4), RW Nikita 
Kucherov (2) 

Defense: Dougie Hamilton (1), Josh Manson (6) 

Goalie: Jordan Binnington (3) 

Yeah, we’re not beating Mario and friends with Ryan Dzingel as our 
center, but this was still a fun one. 

And that’s about as far as I can go. If you want to try to build something 
around Leon Draisaitl and Igor Shesterkin in 2014, or Connor McDavid 
and Karill Kaprizov in 2015, or Auston Matthews and Adam Fox in 2016, 
or even Cale Makar and Jason Robertson in 2017, be my guest. Or if 
you’d like to take a crack at one of the years I skipped over, let us know 
what you managed to come up with. 

But until you do, I think this one clearly comes down to Team 1984 vs. 
Team 1989, and as close as it might be there’s just no way I’m betting 
against Mario with two of the greatest snipers ever on his wings. Nicklas 
Lidstrom was good, but he wasn’t that good, especially when gets 
jumped by Patrick Roy out of force of habit and Adam Foote isn’t sure 
whose side to take. I’m calling Team 1984 as the winners, Team 1989 a 
reasonably close second, and Team 2011 in an upset for the bronze. 
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The 2021-22 NHL season and what I got right and wrong: Predictions 
review 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

 

The 2021-22 season is over which means it’s time to take a look back on 
the last calendar year of predictions, projections and probabilities.  

Transparency has always been an important facet of this job because it’s 
important for readers to see exactly how things turned out. It’s not 
enough to put a number out there and call it a day — those numbers 
should be revisited to see how close or far they were from the truth. From 
there, patterns can emerge about why that may be. Readers deserve that 
honesty and it’s not something I’ve ever shied away from. This is the 
sixth edition of this retrospective and third with this specific version of the 
model. 

This season was a bit up-and-down and an interesting challenge due to 
the way the season unfolded. Never before has there been such a wide 
divergence between the haves and the have-nots, and that created 
larger-than-expected errors across the board (and across the field from 
other projections in the wild). There were even some scenarios that the 
model didn’t see coming at all which presents some very interesting 
challenges for next season. 

Below, you’ll find a review of each set of predictions made this season 
(preseason, game, and playoffs), how the model stacks up to other 
predictions, and a team-by-team breakdown. 

Preseason projections 

The best context to give on how strange this season was from a 
projection standpoint is by comparing the average error from this year to 
past years. 

In each of the past three seasons, the average error for a team’s point 
projection has been somewhere between seven and eight points. Last 
year was a shortened year so that makes it a tricky comparison, but 
either way, seven-to-eight points has been the standard for a few years. 
That means a 100-point projection would carry a ballpark range of 92-to-
108 points.  

This year, that ballooned to 12.8 points. That’s similar to 2017-18 where 
my error was 12.5 points. It’s possible that expansion drafts create 
unforeseen predictive challenges, but that’s just a hypothesis based on 
timing. Either way, projections were way off from normal this year. 

What matters more than the degree of inaccuracy though is the relative 
inaccuracy to the field. Over the past two years the model has had the 
lowest average error for preseason projections (though last year was 
extremely close between four models). This year it was only slightly 
above average according to tracking done by @HockeySkytte. 

Every model struggled and only one was able to beat the market, but it 
was still a bit disappointing to be closer to the middle than the top. The 
last time that was the case was in 2017-18 which was another 
unpredictable season. That might be a coincidence, or a reason not to 
worry too much about the final standing. 

For further context, I was also made aware of the output of two internal 
models built by NHL front offices. Their average error was 12.15 points 
and 12.59 points. That’s a decent step-up from what the public was able 
to muster on average which makes sense given their abilities, plus their 
access to better data. But even they had trouble with what was ultimately 
a difficult season to predict from the onset. 

Regular Season 

The main component of any projection model is its ability to predict 
individual games because game predictions are what inform preseason 
point projections as well as playoff probabilities. Variance can make a 
model look better or worse over 15 series or 32-team point projections, 
but things become a lot clearer after 1,312 games. 

Last year I mentioned how “chalky” the season was with favourites 
winning 62 percent of games after years in the 56-to-60 range. That’s 
turned into the new norm with favourites winning 64 percent of games 
last season. While the season itself was difficult to predict at the start, 
things have never been easier on a day-to-day basis.  

It may be difficult to make sense of those two opposing forces, but it 
mostly comes down to how adaptable the model is. At the start of the 
year it was hard to discern whether last year’s chalkiness was a trend or 
a blip and the model played it safe to start. And was way off as a result. 
As the year went along it adapted quickly and that meant creating more 
lopsided matchups — the most lopsided it has ever created. 

In hockey, the idea of a team having a 70 percent chance of winning any 
game used to be controversial. The rising popularity of game prediction 
models proved it to be a rarity, but over the past two seasons that’s also 
becoming less true. In 2019-20 the percentage of games with a 
probability north of 70 percent was 3.3 percent. In 2020-21 it jumped to 
10.3 percent. Last season that climbed even further to 17.2 percent – five 
times greater than where things were just two years ago. Hockey games 
have become more certain and 80 percent has become the new 70 
percent, with 2.7 percent of games this season reaching that mark. 
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Here’s the range of outcomes for this season and the past three 
seasons. The goal is for the model to be well-calibrated where 60 percent 
means 60 percent. Looking over the last three seasons shows it to be 
exactly that. 

As usual, that needs to be measured against the field and as usual in this 
regard the model comes out on top.  

Twitter user @HockeySkytte graciously spent his year tracking the odds 
for 12 public models as well market odds and my model led the way, one 
of two to beat the market. (Kudos to @vovaantonovich for joining the club 
with a terrific season).  

That almost didn’t come to be as there was a nasty spell after the All-Star 
break where the model seemed to completely fall apart. At one point it 
was well ahead of both the market and the field, but it quickly came back 
down to earth over a disastrous two months that made me legitimately 
question what was wrong.  

The key, to me, seemed to be adaptability. At the start of the season the 
model is very malleable, but it becomes less so halfway through the 
season. Things can change quickly in this sport, and in this case the 
chasm being built between favourites and underdogs was not one that 
the model was catching up with quickly enough. Eventually, I made the 
decision to introduce a bigger emphasis on recent games, a move that 
sparked the year-end turnaround back towards the top spot, and back 
towards profitability against the market. 

Beating the market is usually the best sign of a model’s strength and this 
model — despite a two-month downturn — managed to accomplish that 
this season, its fourth straight such season. Model utility can be found in 
other ways — especially considering how betting odds lack any 
transparency as to how they get there — but it’s always a very helpful 
signal to be more accurate than the market. 

Playoff probabilities 

Ah the playoffs, my old nemesis. 

As has been the case for a while, the model stumbled when it mattered 
most. It really is the Leafs of models.  

Here’s the gist of it: the model leans heavily towards favourites, perhaps 
more than most models. As you saw with the regular season data, that is 
for the best. With just 15 events to measure here, the model will be most 
successful when a playoff year leans towards predictability rather than 
chaos. That simply hasn’t been the case in a while and the model has 
suffered as a result because log loss penalizes more certain predictions 
more harshly. If a big favourite loses it’ll be hard to recover. Like, say, the 
Minnesota Wild against the St. Louis Blues. Sigh. 

This year the favourites went 8-7, though there were some coin flips in 
there. There was only one series where the market had a differing 
opinion over which team should be favoured and that was Carolina vs. 
Boston, which was basically 50-50.  

Either way, here are the results as tracked by @HockeySkytee. Of the 13 
models here, my model finished ninth — and below the betting market. 
Not great! 

@BulsinkB had the best series projections throughout the playoffs. 

I will post the result of the single game projections tomorrow. 
pic.twitter.com/hSUotNL4lw 

— hockey-statistics (@HockeySkytte) June 27, 2022 

With this happening with increasing regularity, it does beg the question of 
whether or not changes need to be made come playoff time. It’s weird 
that something works so well for 1,300-plus games, but not in the 
playoffs. Is the postseason just more inherently random or is it just these 
past few postseasons that have been that way? It’s hard to know for 
sure, but either way the end result is definitely disappointing.  

Team Breakdowns 

All right, now the team-by-team breakdowns. Some teams will be on the 
money, some won’t even be close. That’s life when it comes to predicting 
hockey and this year was especially challenging for every entity that 
tried. But that’s not a bad thing, it just means more lessons to be learned 
for the future.  

Here’s what we expected for each team before the season started and 
what actually happened instead. 

Colorado 

Season Preview 

“Their time will come, just as it did for other great teams before it. The 
team feels too good not to deliver on that promise and potential with the 
right combination of star-power, depth, skill, size, offense, defense and 
whatever other things any contending team needs. The Avalanche have 
an elite hockey club from top-to-bottom, one with very few flaws that 
check every requisite box.  

This is their year.” 

The Colorado Avalanche were Stanley Cup favourites every single day 
this season. Often overwhelmingly so. They started the year at 25 
percent, a shockingly high number, and that grew to 30 percent at the 
start of the playoffs. Many lamented that both numbers were too high, but 
it turned out to be just right for arguably one of the most dominant hockey 
teams we’ve seen in a long time. The odds were that high for a reason 
and they were absolutely deserved. 

Tampa Bay 

Season Preview 

“The Lightning have been heavy favorites in the past and led in 
preseason Stanley Cup odds in each of the past two seasons per this 
model (with the caveat being they were second last year without Nikita 
Kucherov). That changes this season.” 

They were close to a three-peat, but not quite close enough — losing in 
six to the Avalanche in the Final. Tampa Bay started the year rated as 
the third-best team and though the Lightning earned six more points than 
expected, they finished outside the league’s top five in a top-heavy year. 
And third in their division. 

That led to the team being underdogs in each of their first two series. It’s 
interesting looking back at what I wrote about this very team during the 
preseason, specifically the model lacking a “knows how to win” element. 
Tampa Bay proved just how important that element is against Toronto 
and Florida, coming up ahead despite arguably not having as much 
talent. Never doubt the heart of a champion and if ever there was a team 
who embodies that spirit more, it’s Tampa Bay. Seeing the Lightning run 
the Eastern Conference again is definitely making it worth considering 
the addition of playoff data to the model during the postseason. 

Rangers 

Season Preview 

“It’s very likely the Rangers take a step next season and they have a 
good shot at the playoffs. If all goes well with the young talent, it’s 
possible that the team can take an even bigger step towards contention. 
If and when that all happens, don’t get it twisted about why it did. It won’t 
be the team’s mad scramble to get tougher, it’ll be because of what the 
organization was patiently putting in place before that.” 

The Rangers took a gigantic leap forward and while the toughness did 
contribute (especially in the playoffs), there were two even bigger factors: 
Igor Shesterkin and Chris Kreider.  

Shesterkin put on a magnificent performance, one of the best goalie 
seasons ever and he is by far the biggest reason the Rangers earned 
110 points in 2022. He was projected to be worth 2.4 wins, a borderline 
top-five goalie at the start of the season, but exploded into something 
much, much more. With 37 goals saved above expected, Shesterkin was 
worth closer to seven wins. That alone gets the Rangers to 105 points. 
Kreider, suddenly becoming a 50-goal scorer basically takes care of the 
rest. 

What’s interesting is that despite those two blossoming into superstars, 
the model’s opinion of the team as a whole stayed stagnant until the 
deadline and that was due to their play under the hood. All year we heard 
about the team’s subpar underlying numbers and that meant the model 
remained skeptical. Even after the deadline, its opinion of the Rangers 
grew, but it was still low relative to the beasts of the Eastern Conference. 
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Naturally, New York was an underdog in each playoff round this spring. 
Though the Rangers won their first two rounds, I don’t think being an 
underdog was unwarranted. Maybe against Pittsburgh, but that was 
basically a coin-flip series anyways. They’ll be a very interesting team 
going into next season. 

Edmonton 

Season Preview 

“Finally, McDavid’s Oilers are a team worth believing in.” 

I don’t recall anyone being as high on the Oilers as I was — an incredible 
heel turn given this model’s history with the franchise. The reason for the 
optimism was due primarily to the team putting together their deepest 
forward corps in a long while, highlighted, of course, by McDavid. At the 
start of the season he was projected to be worth 5.8 wins, the second-
highest projection my model has ever had for a player before the season. 
It’s easy to be viewed favourably with a head start like that. Having Leon 
Draisaitl as well only makes that easier. 

The Oilers had a strong start to the season, a rocky middle, but ended 
strongly to make the team’s projection pretty accurate. They indeed 
finished top two in the division, earning 104 points, just three off the 
original projection.  

Florida 

Season Preview 

“From a model’s perspective the Panthers need to prove it again. I’m 
personally a big believer, but the model is remaining slightly cautious. For 
now.” 

This was a big miss, but a predictable one. Florida was an incredibly 
exciting team in 2021, but there were several performances that came 
out of nowhere when caution was warranted. In 2022, those players 
proved they were legit by playing just as good — if not better — the 
following season. The key phrase was “for now” as the model learned 
extremely quickly what a strong team Florida had once the sample size 
for the surprise stars increased.  

That led to increased expectations going into the playoffs, as there 
should’ve been for a team with such a ferocious offence. The Panthers 
went from a roar to a mew, looking lackadaisical against Washington 
before getting utterly annihilated by the Lightning. It’s that latter series 
that’s a big miss as the Panthers entered it as sizeable favourites. The 
model started the season too low and ended it too high. Finding the right 
middle ground next year will be key. 

Carolina 

Season Preview 

“The Hurricanes are a smart team with access to much better data than I 
do and likely believe the difference in true talent compared to last 
season’s team is not nearly as drastic as this model makes it out to be. 
An internal model from another organization seems to echo that 
sentiment. 

I don’t have access to fancy, shiny data like NHL teams do — so you’re 
stuck with this imperfect model, one that’s pretty good at what it does, but 
may be missing key information when it comes to Carolina’s offseason 
overhaul. The biggest differences likely start in the crease, the most 
notoriously difficult position to predict.” 

Unsurprisingly, the Hurricanes nailed their controversial goaltending 
switch. And then some. I feared that would be the case and hedged 
profusely in the write-up, but my sentiment and trust in the organization 
doesn’t mean the model wasn’t wrong. It was off by 20 points with 
Carolina and that can mostly be summed up in the crease where 
Frederik Andersen was expected to be replacement level. Instead, he 
had a Vezina-calibre season. Way off. 

The biggest misses will always come with goaltending, but this one is 
especially fascinating because it shines a light on the difference between 
what the public has access to and what teams do. I did suggest as much 
at the time and the end result is an especially resounding victory for 
private data — and the people in charge of interpreting it. There’s a 
reason Carolina is one of the savviest organizations in the business and 

last season’s offseason was proof of it. If my model says “Carolina did 
something bad,” it’s now ingrained into my brain that it’s my model that is 
probably in the wrong here. 

Calgary 

Season Preview 

“Some of those best cases might come true. Some of those worst cases 
might come true too. Where the Flames land depends on which side of 
the ledger most of those predictions fall, though that also ignores the 
middle case where the players end up exactly as expected.“ 

The Flames preview was written a bit differently because they had 
several different paths they could take. Calgary was expected to be the 
league’s most average team, but with that calling comes a world of 
possibility from worst-case scenario to best case. I outlined how both 
options could come to be, a way to showcase the importance of the point 
distribution at the top rather than the average projection.  

As it turns out, Calgary far surpassed expectations with an incredible 
best-case scenario season — with most of the best-case scenarios 
comings true. Jacob Markstrom was indeed stellar, Noah Hanifin 
emerged as a true top-pairing defender, Chris Tanev showed 2021 was 
no fluke, Rasmus Andersson elevated his game back to prior levels. 
Most importantly though was the top line. Calgary needed Hart-calibre 
Johnny Gaudreau and the Flames got exactly that, but they also got one 
of the most dominant showings by any top line in the analytics era. That 
was something that had a lot of potential based on the way they finished 
the 2021 season and they only expanded on that in 2022. 

The key to being 19 points above projected? Nearly every best-case 
scenario coming true. That’s usually very rare and it’s why Calgary’s 
initial projection was so low. Based on the team’s priors, it wasn’t wrong 
to be low — it was difficult to predict all of those things happening based 
on what we knew at the time. But they did, and the end result is a 
projection that was way off. 

St. Louis 

Season Preview 

“Don’t get me wrong: The Blues are still good enough to make the 
playoffs, and they may be even better than that. A resurgent season isn’t 
out of the question for a team not very far removed from a championship. 
But what they showed last season really was worrying, and it feels like a 
sign of things to come more than a temporary blip.” 

Nope. Temporary blip. The Blues stormed right back to being an elite 
team with 109 points, 16 points higher than expected. The model was 
way off, even if it had every right to be concerned after a lacklustre 2021 
season. 

Being off to that degree isn’t a big deal. It happens. The problem is not 
adapting during the season. The Blues kept winning and the model kept 
not believing. Stubbornness is often a useful feature for a model and it 
helps in the majority of cases. But there’s always one team where it’s a 
major hinderance and the Blues were that team this year. 

St. Louis’s special teams were great and the penalty kill in particular had 
a nice bounce back. But it’s the five-on-five numbers where there was 
always trouble. The team controlled 48 percent of the expected goals — 
an improvement over the year before — yet earned 54 percent of the 
actual goals. A six percentage point difference is extremely uncommon 
and usually unsustainable which is why the model struggled to adapt. It 
found a middle ground between the two, and that middle ground didn’t 
speak to St. Louis’ high standing. 

The Blues looked like a team geared to disappoint in the postseason, but 
instead played their game and won against Minnesota. A huge miss for 
the model.  

It’ll be really interesting to see what happens next year. Will the model 
finally get it right, or will the Blues be the next Islanders — a team that 
continuously laughs in the face of math? 

Toronto 

Season Preview 
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“Those numbers account for talent level, something the Leafs do have a 
lot of. What it doesn’t account for is that they are the Leafs, a team 
destined to disappoint.” 

This is always a tough one — because of how much I love and hate 
them. That much was obvious from the season preview where the 
disappointment from the previous year was palpable, all while I had to 
sell what the model was spewing — optimism. 

In truth, just writing that preview did restore my optimism because the 
talent really was there to warrant it. The 2021-22 season was a new one 
where we would see what the Leafs were really made of. Some were 
immediately skeptical about the 109-point projection, but that turned out 
to undersell Toronto’s ability as the team finished with 115 points, a 
franchise record.  

Those that weren’t were instead skeptical about all the rosy numbers 
below that: a 62 percent chance at winning in the first round and a 14 
percent chance of winning it all. Toronto did neither, continuing its streak 
of not winning a series for yet another year.  

New season, same result should equal the same disappointment — but 
this time was different. The Leafs got a bad draw early with the two-time 
defending champs and played them as well as they possibly could have. 
This wasn’t a team that wilted like before, it was a team that was a small 
step below a modern dynasty. They were inches away from slaying the 
dragon and while the result was the same, the vibe, this time, suggests a 
team that actually is close to getting over the hump. Seeing Tampa Bay 
march to the Cup Final with ease (without Brayden Point!) Feels like a 
confirmation of that.  

The model said Toronto was an elite team. Toronto was an elite team. 
Suggesting otherwise would be operating in bad faith. 

Minnesota 

Season Preview 

“At this stage though, the positives far outweigh the negatives and it’s 
why there’s increased confidence in the Wild this season. It’s new 
territory for a club used to being painfully average, but they also used to 
be painfully boring too. Both things changed last season as the team 
became appointment viewing, one of the most exciting teams in hockey. 
And a good one at that. That should be the new normal going forward.” 

To many, the 2021 Wild season almost seemed like a fluke. But as we 
know, this model is “The #1 Minnesota Wild Fan” and believed from the 
get go that there was more greatness to come. From the start it saw the 
Wild as a top-10 team and as it turns out that wasn’t even bold enough. 
One of the most optimistic Wild projections turned out to be playing it 
safe as the team finished fifth in the league with 113 points, a 15-point 
swing from expected. Kirill Kaprizov becoming MVP-calibre, Kevin Fiala 
being a point-per-game player, Matt Boldy’s big debut, plus elevated 
contributions across the board made this a team to fear. By the end of 
the regular season, this model was convinced Minnesota was an elite 
contender — especially after the addition of Marc-Andre Fleury. 

It was that belief (and disbelief in its opponent) that created such a 
lopsided first-round probability against the St. Louis Blues: 75 percent. 
Whoops. A 25 percent underdog winning happens and it helps that the 
Wild did win the scoring chance battle by a lot — but that was still one of 
the biggest misses of the playoffs. Something was wrong in that series, 
whether it was overrating Minnesota or underrating St. Louis. Or both. It’s 
a shame that’s the way it ended, but the model clearly doesn’t have a 
“Minnesota Sports” factor built in. Otherwise, it would’ve known 
disappointment was on the horizon after such a successful season. 

Boston 

Season Preview 

“Boston won’t have many more chances to contend for a Stanley Cup, 
but this season should still be a good one for it — even if it’s not as large 
of a chance as usual.” 

It’s interesting that this was viewed as a disappointing season for Boston 
when the Bruins literally finished it exactly as expected: near the top of 
the league with over 100 points while not winning a playoff round. 
Considering their division, the Bruins were not favoured to win a round to 

start the year and while that may always be the goal, the likelihood was 
never there.  

The Bruins finished five points above expected mostly because of the 
shift in extremes and took a strong Carolina team to seven games. 
Maybe the team just expects more because of the culture, but what 
happened in 2022 was essentially the most likely outcome. It is what it is 
really. 

Pittsburgh 

Season Preview 

“Every year it’s the same story with Pittsburgh. 

Preseason: This looks like the year the Penguins fall out of the playoffs. 

Regular season: This team looks about as good as usual. 

Mid-season: Too many injuries, not sure how they survive this. 

End of season: Wow, they survived that. This team is deep and is a big 
Cup threat. 

Playoffs: Lose in the first round. 

Offseason: They did what?” 

There is literally no easier team to predict than the Penguins. They 
literally followed this exact script from the preview’s lede to a tee. Now 
we just wait to see what strange stuff they manage during the offseason 
to complete this year’s cycle. 

Washington 

Season Preview 

“Don’t bother listening to me anymore with this team. Maybe a broken 
clock will be right one of these days, but for now you might be safer 
tacking on an extra 10 points to the projection below.” 

Forecasting the Capitals is basically the opposite of forecasting the 
Leafs. The regular season will be way off, but the playoffs will be bang-
on. Compared to what the model expects, this is a team that always 
overachieves with the former and underachieves with the latter.  

This time, the regular season overachievement wasn’t that drastic though 
as the team only finished 5.6 points higher than expected. That’s lower 
than each of the previous seasons — we’ll call that a win. In the playoffs, 
they flamed out in the first round as expected for a team not considered 
to be a contender. 

To their credit, the Capitals played some extremely impressive hockey in 
that opening round against the Panthers, the Presidents’ trophy winner. 
That deserves some kudos. While the model may technically be “right” 
that they were opening-round fodder, the context of watching suggests 
they were anything but.  

Los Angeles 

Season Preview 

“If the young treasure trove of talent makes an immediate impact and 
there’s a late-career resurgence, then the Kings are probably a playoff 
team, or at least fighting for a playoff spot. That’s just a lot to ask for and 
it’s why it’s not the most likely outcome.” 

A huge miss here and Kings fans deservedly let me know it all year. Most 
models were low on the Kings to start, but there was some cautious 
optimism at least. This model was lower than most where the forecast 
was mostly pessimistic. That ended up being very wrong. 

My skepticism regarding Los Angeles began to waver as it became clear 
that Drew Doughty was back, but his injury midway through the season 
brought that to a halt. That the Kings managed 99 points without him for 
half the year is mpressive. 

That 99-point season was 18 points above expected and gave Los 
Angeles the least likely playoff berth in 2022 with their season starting at 
11 percent. A one-in-10 shot isn’t a miracle by any means, but it’s 
definitely not likely. What the model saw was a green team who struggled 
to drive play and whose core was aging out of relevancy. The timing 
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didn’t seem to add up, but as you can see from the pull quote, the 
thought was on my mind while writing the preview. The Kings were a 
team on the rise and had some talented players that had potential to 
reignite their careers. We saw exactly that with Doughty, and the same 
went for Jonathan Quick for most of the year too. Combine that with the 
savvy additions of Phillip Danault and Viktor Arvidsson and you have a 
playoff team.  

A lot had to go right in order for that to happen and that’s exactly what did 
end up happening for the Kings. The most impressive part was that it 
wasn’t a deceitful mirage. The team played the right way and controlled 
the pace of play for much of the season, a big step-up from the year 
prior. The lack of play-driving in past seasons is what caused the lower 
projection to start so it was encouraging to see otherwise. Finishing 
ability is still a big problem here going forward, but having more of the 
puck can mitigate that to a degree.  

Dallas 

Season Preview 

“A healthy Stars team probably makes the playoffs last season, but good 
health alone doesn’t make Dallas a safe bet this season. An old group 
gets older and they’ll have to fight for a spot in a much tougher division.” 

The Stars were expected to be mid and that’s exactly what they were. 
The dichotomy between good and bad becoming so extreme meant “mid” 
was in the high-90s for points — but this was still a wild-card team 
landing exactly where they were expected to. One interesting thing to 
note is that the model projected the team to have a decent amount of 
forward depth, but Dallas quickly turned into a one-line team. That top 
line was good enough to carry the load, but everyone below them ended 
up disappointing.  

Nashville 

Season Preview 

“There’s a good team in here somewhere, but good teams are also 
consistent in ways Nashville isn’t and that makes it difficult to see the 
Predators making noise this season. They won’t go quietly into the night 
as we saw first-hand last season, but as pieces start getting moved and 
players start to age, it’ll be harder for the team to stay competitive.” 

The Predators had a legitimate shot to make the playoffs, but many 
believed this would be the year they would start moving in the other 
direction. Not so, as Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene had career years, 
Roman Josi scored a million points and Mikael Granlund had a nice 
career renaissance. None of that was predicted by the model and it was 
worth a nice 10-point bounce over expectations. Forsberg’s bounce-back 
was expected to some degree (his shooting percentage in 2020-21 was 
uncharacteristically low), but his actual output ended up being double his 
projection. He was a big part of the team’s resurgence. 

Vegas 

Season Preview 

“This team is built to win it all and enter the season with the third-best 
odds of doing so.” 

This is a really interesting one. With a 94 percent chance of making the 
playoffs, Vegas becomes the least likely playoff miss this model has on 
record. I mean, who saw this coming at the start of the year? The Golden 
Knights were top four in Stanley Cup odds by oddsmakers and it was the 
same story here. It was a shock they even did miss with 94 points — 
before the season started that was usually enough to make it in a weak 
Western Conference. 

A 10-point difference is above average error in most years, but in this 
wacky year it’s actually below average. The big miss stems from missing 
the playoffs entirely rather than the actual point total. A 104-point team 
ending up with 94 isn’t exactly outlandish.  

So what happened? I mean, let’s call it for what it is. Injuries tanked this 
team. Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty each played half a season, Jack 
Eichel only suited up for 34 games, Robin Lehner missed some time as 
did notable contributors like Reilly Smith and Alec Martinez. A healthy 
Vegas team probably makes the playoffs because that’s a lot of value 
lost right there. It’s about six points alone from Stone and Pacioretty. 

But that was part of the risk Vegas took with its big play for a maxed-out 
cap that depended on sheer star power — and star power only. There 
was very little depth left to keep the team afloat when those stars got 
hurt. The Golden Knights went all in with a solid hand and got burned on 
the river. It happens, even with the best of odds. Sure, they tempted fate 
a bit with the way they went about their business — and for most hockey 
fans the schadenfreude was objectively hilarious — but given the chance 
for a re-do, I doubt Vegas does much differently.  

Sometimes, with a 94-percent chance, the six percent event occurs. That 
feels like the case for a team that played very well when healthy, but was 
rarely at that state. 

Vancouver 

Season Preview 

“The fact is that, even after a busy offseason spent laboriously 
reallocating salary-cap space from the bottom end of the roster, the 
Canucks have constructed a flawed team that’s projected to be on the 
outside looking in to qualify for the playoffs.” 

I commend Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal for writing this one, 
having to weave a difficult web between the optimism the fan base had 
and the pessimism the model expounded. As it turns out, both factions 
were right to an extent. The Canucks finished right in the middle of their 
point distribution in their most-likely spot in the division: fifth. They were 
five points up on their 87-point projection, but that’s well within error. 

But what the fan base saw was the raw talent the team had, and that 
talent truly blossomed under Bruce Boudreau. It’s a small miracle the 
Canucks made it over their 87-point projection considering how the 
season started under Travis Green who couldn’t get the most out of this 
roster. Coaching effects matter and the model can only rate players by 
what they’ve shown to date — and that will include some coaching 
influence.  

This group was better than given credit for, but only under the right 
tutelage. They were worse than given credit for otherwise with the middle 
ground being an average team. 

Winnipeg 

Season Preview 

“The Jets don’t need to be an elite possession team to be an elite team, 
but they need to be better than they have been. We’ll see if this 
summer’s defensive overhaul gets them there.” 

The Jets were indeed a much better possession team, with a special 
shoutout to Josh Morrissey who bounced back in a big way to look like a 
top-pairing defender again. That unfortunately doesn’t matter much when 
the team’s claim to fame — elite shooting and goaltending — aren’t that. 
Connor Hellebuyck was good, but not elite. Over the prior two seasons 
the Jets were 13th in shooting percentage at 8.3 percent. Last year they 
were 29th at 7.6 percent. A middling power play didn’t help. 

Winnipeg ended up close to its projection, just on the wrong side of the 
ledger. There was this idea that modern analytics couldn’t capture the 
Jets and what they do outside of expected goals. Well, here they are 
after an 89-point season where the model was actually too high on them. 
Funny how that works. Anyways, on to the next team… 

Islanders 

Season Preview 

“While there’s a chance the Islanders fall apart, it’s a very small one now 
that they’ve proven for three straight seasons that they belong in the 
league’s upper echelon. The model finally recognizes it after the team 
posted some strong underlying numbers and the end result is what 
appears to be a very deep and well-balanced roster.” 

Apologies to Islanders fans, but you have to admit that crying for three 
years about a lack of respect, finally getting it, and immediately falling flat 
on your face is incredible comedic timing. I truly believed in them this 
year and that might as well have been the kiss of death. They were 
projected to win the division, but instead finished fifth — 17 points lower 
than expected. I guess they finally regressed! 
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My model wasn’t the only one to finally believe in this team. It was 
difficult not to after consecutive conference finals berths. But it seemed 
the team ran out of fumes after two lengthy playoff runs. Some injuries 
didn’t help, they got hit hard with COVID-19, and some of their young 
players didn’t step up as expected. The one thing that may have 
contributed more than many give credit for was a new rink, specifically 
starting the season with 13 straight games on the road. That’s a tough 
way to start the season and get your footing and the Islanders went 5-6-2 
in those games. It’s not exactly a dagger to their chances, but it’s tough 
to come back from when the top eight teams in the East are all playing 
above a 100-point pace.  

Columbus 

Season Preview 

“It’s difficult to envision Columbus being anywhere but the league’s 
basement.” 

This one is really funny because the projection was pretty close to bang-
on, but the sentiment couldn’t have been farther off. The Blue Jackets 
finished 2.7 points away from their projected output making it one of the 
closest projections this season — but 12th last is pretty far from the 
basement. Special thanks goes to this year’s basement dwellers being 
uniquely poor that an 81-point team finished this high in the standings. 

San Jose 

Season Preview 

“Things are looking up for the 2021-22 season, but not enough to actually 
make things interesting in either direction. The Sharks look like a better 
team than they were last season, but realistically that doesn’t do them 
much good in either the short or long term. They’re steering away from 
the skid and into mediocrity trying to salvage what remains of a core that 
couldn’t get it done.” 

True to form, the Sharks weren’t a complete disaster this season flirting 
with a point-per-game pace all season. They were damn close to the 
projected output of 84 points for the longest time, but ultimately fell apart 
at the end, especially as injuries started to add up. Sixth was their most 
likely landing spot and it’s exactly where they ended up – just on the cusp 
of the league’s bottom 10. Essentially, the worst place for an aging team 
like the Sharks to land. 

Anaheim 

Season Preview 

“Over the past three seasons the Ducks have struggled mightily to play 
up to expectations, always looking significantly worse than they should 
on paper. This is the worst their roster has looked yet and while it seems 
very probable that Anaheim has another tough year this season, there is 
potential for the team to be better. Not playoff better, but maybe enough 
to see some progression towards the future.” 

For a while Anaheim’s projection looked like it might be in extreme 
jeopardy as the Ducks randomly surged towards a playoff spot to start 
the season. Things went quickly off the rails after that, however, and the 
team ended up almost exactly on target with a 76-point season. They 
weren’t a bottom-three team, but that has more to do with other teams 
being unpredictably worse. 

Buffalo 

Season Preview 

“Buffalo fans deserve better and hopefully this season offers some actual 
optimism. After a decade of false hope, the franchise will have to earn 
that goodwill this time around.” 

At the start of the season there were likely very few people who thought 
the Sabres would be a team that overperforms their projected output. But 
they did it. Somehow, the Sabres put together a season actually worthy 
of optimism — even if it only ended up being five points better than 
expected. Still, that’s a lot of progress from a year prior. Jeff Skinner 
bounced back, the kids got better, and Alex Tuch was a great return for 
Jack Eichel. 

Tage Thompson’s big breakout was an especially joyous sight which 
makes the following line from my preview extremely regrettable: “Tage 

Thompson is in a similar age cohort to the three (with Arttu Ruotsalainen 
and Rasmus Asplund) and his main claim to fame is that he is large. 
Maybe that amounts to something one day, but given his skill set 
probably not.” Oops? He was projected to be replacement level, but 
instead looked like a top liner. That’s quite the glow up, one this fan base 
desperately needed and deserved. 

Detroit 

Season Preview 

“It’s been slow and steady, but for this rebuild to be worthwhile the Red 
Wings need to find some elite pieces to build around. The current roster 
isn’t exactly flush with those, although there is one very exciting 
newcomer that looks ready to check some boxes.” 

The Red Wings were pretty close to their projected total and for a bit 
looked like a team that could flirt with a turnaround. Super rookie Moritz 
Seider made a massive impact, as did Lucas Raymond who wasn’t 
included in the initial write-up, but whose impact was added before the 
season started. Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi had breakthrough years 
too, something the model didn’t forecast. All those things happening 
should’ve added up to an 80-point season, but goaltending rules all and 
Alex Nedeljkovic wasn’t nearly as good as his year prior in Carolina. That 
was a pretty big model miss and undoes a lot of the progress otherwise. 

Ottawa 

Season Preview 

“While the team has apparently decided the rebuild is over, I’m much less 
convinced. This is not a playoff team, not even close. If ‘the next zone’ is 
just another way of saying “being slightly less bad” then mission 
accomplished … I guess.” 

This was one of the closest projections so no use spending too much 
time here. At the time it seemed like some of the fan base was overtly 
optimistic about a step being taken, but it seemed unlikely it would be a 
big one. That turned out to be exactly the case for most of the team. 
Credit where credit is due though, Drake Batherson looks like the real 
deal. The model expected him to be a second-liner in 2021-22, but he 
exploded to a player that now looks top-line calibre. 

Chicago 

Season Preview 

“The goal here is clear: playoffs or bust. Chicago’s roster is more than 
capable of getting there, but there are a lot of questions to answer before 
considering it a reasonable likelihood.” 

The Blackhawks added a lot, but those additions didn’t pan out on the 
whole. Marc-Andre Fleury struggled early, Tyler Johnson barely played, 
and Jake McCabe had a horrible season. Seth Jones was about as good 
as expected from the model, but not nearly the high-end elite defender 
he was paid to be. 

It’s hard to jump in the standings as expected under those circumstances 
and Chicago indeed struggled in that regard, coming in 21 points under 
expected. It was actually a step down from the team’s pace from a year 
prior. The model wasn’t off that they would be a bottom three team in the 
Central, but the point total was definitely not close. The big separation 
between elite and bad again plays a role here. 

New Jersey 

Season Preview 

“This season, the Devils are expected to earn far more points and be in 
contention for a playoff spot. I’ve seen this film before …” 

An unfathomably bad season for a team that was supposed to take a 
step, but instead stayed stagnant. It’s hard to believe after adding Dougie 
Hamilton and the massive steps taken by Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt 
— but it doesn’t mean much when the goaltending is abhorrent. Seven 
different goalies suited up for the Devils this season and every single one 
had a negative goals saved above expected. No team allowed more 
goals above expected than New Jersey who allowed 59, a total that 
would be 10 wins below average. No one expected average, but it was 
difficult to imagine what the Devils received.  
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The Devils make substantial standings improvements with better 
netminding, but that still doesn’t bring them to their projected 90 points. In 
the original preview I was skeptical that model favourites like Hamilton, 
Tomas Tatar, Ryan Graves and Jonathan Bernier would live up to their 
projected value and that was bang-on. Tatar was almost a complete no-
show, Graves was fine but a shade of his Colorado self, and while 
Bernier was the team’s best goalie, he only played 10 games.  

The biggest issue was Hamilton who was projected to be one of the 
league’s very best defenders, but instead looked a lot closer to how 
many detractors viewed him in the past. Not a great sign for the analytics 
movement and it’ll be very interesting to see how he does in his second 
season. He dealt with some injuries and usually needs time to acclimate 
to a new team, but he’s also on the wrong side of the age curve here. 

Philadelphia 

Season Preview 

“Was 2020-21 a fluke and an unfair representation of the players’ true 
talent levels, or a worrying sign of further mediocrity to come?” 

This preview was one that was pinch-hit by someone else. I always love 
the way Charlie O’Connor approaches data and holistic models such as 
this one. He has a great eye for the game and knows not only how to 
apply data to what he sees, but also when to question it. 

His preview of the Flyers was a terrific one and one I agreed with. At the 
time, I was concerned with how much lower I was on the Flyers than 
oddsmakers and other models and that was specifically because of the 
likelihood of a Carter Hart bounce-back season. 

Hart did in fact bounce back, but funny enough, he still managed to be at 
minus-seven goals saved above expected. That was roughly where the 
model expected him to be at the start of the season. Regression works! 

The real problem was the rest of the team. As it turns out, the 2020-21 
season was in fact a worrying sign of things to come as the entire roster 
continued to struggle. The loss of Sean Couturier definitely didn’t help, as 
was only getting four (!!!) games out of Ryan Ellis. But even those two 
things don’t push the Flyers anywhere close to where they should’ve 
been to start the season. Many people expected them to outplay 
expectations. Instead, it was the complete opposite in a way even a 
pessimistic model didn’t see coming at all.  

There were three instances where a team was worse than even the most 
pessimistic simulated outcome on the distribution of results above, the 
Flyers being one of those teams. It’s extremely rare for that to happen at 
all, let alone three times. That points to how incredibly chaotic the 
extremes were this year, and a sign at how not infallible the model is. 

Seattle 

Season Preview 

“The Kraken enter their first season not as a laughingstock as expected 
for most expansion teams, but as a team that can legitimately make 
some noise. Vegas paved the way to a first-season playoff berth and the 
Kraken have a strong chance of walking down the same path.” 

Oh boy. Wrong, wrong, wrong. No projection was off by more than 
Seattle’s — a staggering 37-point correction from the preseason forecast. 
There is some resolve in the fact that other models were just as high — 
private and public — and that oddsmakers also pegged them at 90 
points. If you bet the under, congrats on the easiest win of your life. 

I hedged a bit in the original write-up about chemistry and a lack of star 
power, but not nearly enough given what transpired. The model very 
clearly didn’t see this coming with not a single simulation as low as 60 
points — one of three (!) times this season where that was the case. It 
was a strange year in that regard, with this particular phenomenon 
showing the human element of it all. When things are really bad, it’s easy 
for it to spiral into something worse. Motivation plays a big role, and it felt 
like Seattle ran out of it very quickly. 

I watched a lot of the Kraken early on in the season, intrigued by how 
they would look. Early on they really didn’t look bad outside the crease — 
and that was the frustrating part. Time and time again the team played 
well enough in front of Phillip Grubauer, but time and time again he would 

let in the softest goals. That was the entire first few months and it was 
plain to see the team start slumping after that in a lost season.  

The team’s defence was as strong as advertised, but it didn’t matter if the 
goaltending was nowhere close. Goaltending is usually the catalyst for 
the biggest misses and that was certainly the case here. Seattle was 
expected to have the third best goaltending in the league off the back of 
a very strong duo that had proven themselves well over the past couple 
seasons. Instead, they were third-worst allowing 42 goals above 
expected. If the team was just average, they would’ve been seven wins 
better. If they were a top-five team as expected, they would’ve been 10 
wins better.  

Still — that puts them at 80 points or so, a far cry from the projected 97 
points they started the season with. There were many more problems 
besides goaltending with players just not living up to expectations under 
a new environment. It was the opposite of what happened to Vegas. It’s 
fair to wonder how much of an effect coaching had here as Dave Hakstol 
was widely regarded to be a questionable choice at the time of hiring, 
and those questions only increased in volume as the season slipped 
away from Seattle. That’s not something the model accounts for. 

Regardless, the model was way off here. Way off. Considering it’s a 
model that measures player value where adding and subtracting value 
should theoretically add up — it’s extremely notable that it didn’t for 
Seattle. That’s worth exploring more this summer where the issue likely 
stems from a better accounting of teammate and competition quality. 
This miss is definitely a learning experience.  

Arizona 

Season Preview 

“The roster is, well, horrible across the board — one of the worst 
collections of talent in recent memory.” 

We don’t need to spend too much time on a layup. The model was off by 
14 points, but that’s what happens at the extremes sometimes. The 
placement was bang-on. 

On the blue line two things stand out: 

1. Jakob Chychrun being viewed as elite (he wasn’t). 

2. Shayne Gostisbehere still having game (he did). 

Montreal 

Season Preview 

“Yes, this was the team that made the Stanley Cup final last season and 
was better than many gave them credit for, but that’s no guarantee for 
success in the future. Especially not in the league’s toughest division. 
Montreal enters the 2021-22 season on the outside looking in.” 

I started the year pessimistic about Montreal, but like many others it 
wasn’t nearly pessimistic enough. Sure, there was a chance they were a 
bottom-third team … but this? No one saw this coming. Montreal’s 
season was so unpredictably bad that there wasn’t a single simulation 
before the season started that had the team finishing with just 55 points. 
That’s a massive miss for the model, one caused by the clear separation 
between great and awful this season. There were injuries, bad luck, and 
bad coaching all playing a role — but that doesn’t excuse being off by 35 
points.  

The thing is … if the model said this was a 70-point team before the 
season started it would’ve been laughed out of the room. For good 
reason. The Canadiens shouldn’t have been this bad and it stems from a 
lot of veterans struggling to live up to their past worth (Brendan Gallagher 
and Jeff Petry come to mind). Unlike the Seattle result, this miss is 
“passable” because it just stems from the chaotic nature of the sport — 
apparently more chaotic than the model could’ve ever imagined. 

Data via Evolving Hockey, Natural Stat Trick and NHL 
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Three-on-three summer hockey league, 3ICE, up and running with robust 
prize pool, TV deals 

 

Sean Shapiro 

 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Kevin Fitzgerald remembers the pitch vividly. 

Come play three-on-three hockey in an upstart league, all costs will be 
covered traveling across the United States and Canada, and you’ll get 
paid to do it. 

“It sounded too good to be true,” Fitzgerald said. “I thought there was no 
way this was legit.” 

Three weeks into 3ICE, the 25-year-old forward has close to $18,000 in 
his bank account, proving the pitch was, indeed, legit. 

“I’m a guy right out of college, so after the first week that was the largest 
deposit I’ve ever had go into my bank account,” Fitzgerald said. 

A nine-stop summer touring circuit, 3ICE is many things, but most 
importantly it’s a potentially life-changing financial event for the 42 
players spread across six teams. At each stop, the members of the 
winning team earn $7,000 in prize money, with tiered payouts based on 
finish for the other five teams. At the end of the season, members of the 
championship team will each take home $127,000. 

By comparison, the typical AHL salary ranges from $60,000 to $70,000 
annually. In the ECHL, teams have a weekly salary cap of $13,900 
spread between 20 players. 

“It’s a life-changing amount of money for the guys in this league,” former 
Colorado Avalanche forward T.J. Hensick said, who is playing in 3ICE 
this summer. “It’s more than most guys will ever make in any league 
outside of the NHL.” 

The players in 3ICE are a mix of older minor-league players, some with 
NHL experience, players currently playing in Europe, and a couple of 
younger recent college graduates who are hoping to turn 3ICE into 
another professional hockey opportunity. 

Sean Dhooge is 5-foot-3 and because it’s not the 1920s, he never had a 
chance of tying Roy “Shrimp” Worters as the shortest player in NHL 
history. Brian Gionta, 5-foot-7, and Theo Fleury, 5-foot-6, were short by 
NHL standards, but they would tower over Dhooge. Finding a job in five-
on-five professional hockey seems highly unlikely for Dhooge, but he was 
built for three-on-three and the 3ICE format. 

In Week 3 in Grand Rapids, Dhooge was the catalyst as his team won 
the week, taking home $7,000 and maybe, just maybe, laying the 
groundwork for another professional hockey organization to take notice 
and take a chance despite his size. 

“Possibly, you never really know,” Dhooge said. “This fell at the right time 
and right place, so I don’t really know what’s next (after this summer).” 

3ICE’s desire, and challenge, was to take the NHL’s three-on-three 
overtime format without the sudden-death stakes or the top players in the 
world and make it exciting. 

So they changed the rules, most importantly instituting a no take-backs 
rule or backcourt violation similar to basketball. That rule, which was 
suggested by former NHL official Dave Jackson, eliminated the common 
three-on-three approach of recycling and reloading seen in the NHL. 

“That’s something the NHL should look at it,” Dhooge said. “You are 
under pressure by the spacing, you can’t just reload, so teams have to go 
for it all the time.” 

There also isn’t room for the malaise seen in three-on-three at the NHL 
All-Star Game. NHL players competing for a share of $1 million at the All-
Star Game will make millions either way; some players in 3ICE have 
never made or will never make $1 million in their professional hockey 
careers. 

Multiple players at the Week 3 event in Grand Rapids remarked that the 
intensity has picked up and will continue to pick up getting closer to the 

finale in Las Vegas. Only four teams reach the championship weekend 
and have a chance for the $127,000. 

“Guys are going to, and some already have, start blocking shots and 
doing everything,” Hensick said. “It’s only going to get more intense.” 

3ICE is also exhausting. Each week the teams that reach the final for that 
stop will have played three 16-minute games. With just six skaters per 
team, a player is playing an average of 24 minutes of three-on-three over 
the course of roughly three hours. 

And whether you think the league is a gimmick or not, it’s shored up 
some significant commitments. 

From a television perspective, 3ICE is the second biggest professional 
hockey league in North America. The league has a multi-year American 
TV deal with CBS Sports, with the championship weekend scheduled for 
traditional CBS. In Canada, 3ICE has deals with TSN and RDS, and 
internationally, the league has a deal with ESPN. 

That’s a deal the AHL and ECHL can only dream of, and frankly, it’s the 
type of deal that the Premier Hockey Federation and Professional 
Women’s Hockey Players Association have both separately been 
searching for in an attempt to build a sustainable women’s pro league. 

That television deal was the most important piece to 3ICE getting off the 
ground and provided proof of life to additional investors and sponsors 
according to E.J. Johnston, the league’s CEO and founder. 

Johnston is a former executive producer who specialized in reality TV. 
Prior to that, he worked in media sales for Fox Sports and IMG. He 
started pitching and working to grow funding in 2020 — during the height 
of the pandemic — over Zoom. Johnston estimates he got a “No” answer 
upward of 80 times before landing his first investor and he continued to 
pitch to hundreds more until his investment group was large enough to 
viably run a hockey league. 

He was also careful to work with investors dedicated to a long-term vision 
for the league. Johnston readily admits profitability isn’t a goal until 
season three and turned down investors who weren’t willing to work with 
that reality. 

“I knew I had something,” Johnston said. “I wasn’t going to get 
discouraged.” 

Johnston raised enough money through investors and sponsors to build 
a model where players in 3ICE have everything covered and accumulate 
an overall prize pool of more than $2 million. In addition to wins and 
losses, players also can earn prize money for scoring the goal of the 
week and winning other season-long awards that will be awarded in 
August. 

This season is focused on figuring out what works and what doesn’t for 
3ICE in all capacities, according to Johnston. The venues are a mix of 
AHL, college, junior and NHL arenas, as they figure out which markets 
are the best fit for the league when it comes to attendance. 

Attendance, frankly, has been an uphill climb early and outside factors 
haven’t helped. In Week 1, 3ICE went head-to-head with the Stanley Cup 
Final, and Week 2 was in Denver where the hockey market was much 
more focused on the Avalanche’s Cup run. Johnston doesn’t want to go 
head-to-head with the NHL in future seasons, but it was impossible to 
avoid in 2022 with the NHL playing so late into June. He’s also hopeful 
attendance will grow with momentum this season. 3ICE, though, is also 
unlike any other professional hockey league in North America — it was 
built around the idea of television and sponsorship being the primary 
source of revenue and not tickets. 

The biggest names associated with 3ICE are the coaches: Joe Mullen, 
Bryan Trottier, Larry Murphy, John LeClair, Grant Fuhr and Guy 
Carbonneau. The teams are named after them to create some more 
familiarity for hockey fans, and Johnston has intentionally leaned into 
those resumes when marketing the league. Johnston said it’s a 
necessary step to grow the league, which he believes is building a 
launching pad for other key revenue streams. 

Like every other sport in North America, 3ICE’s next big play will be in 
the sports gambling space. The league is well positioned for sports 
gaming with a bracket each week and six quick games at each stop. 
3ICE also sits well in a summer window where its only consistent 
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competition for betters in North America will be Major League Baseball 
games. 

3ICE is likely going to sell team naming rights and sponsorship on the 
front of the jerseys, which will help on the path to profitability and help 
add to the prize purse for players. 

But even with the current prize pool, Johnston and 3ICE have been 
inundated with requests from players who want to be part of the league in 
the future and have either seen it on TV or heard from a former 
teammate about how the checks have come through. 

“This is just the start,” Johnston said. “We are just going to keep growing, 
and we are already seeing more people wanting to jump on board.” 
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2022 NHL Draft prospects: Juraj Slafkovsky leads Corey Pronman’s final 
ranking 

 

Corey Pronman 

 

The 2022 NHL Draft is days away. By now any illusion about what the 
top of this draft class is has faded, and there is emerging clarity about the 
lack of clarity. This may be a below-average draft, but below-average 
drafts still produce NHL stars, even if they don’t always come from the 
most predictable places. 

Today I update my 2022 draft board for the final time, with several 
tweaks from my update a month ago based on the final junior games, 
info gleaned from the combine, conversations with scouts and doing 
extra video work over the last few weeks. 

A summary of the changes made: 

Nathan Gaucher rose several spots within Tier 4 

Reid Schaefer was elevated well into Tier 4 

Rutger McGroarty rose a few spots in Tier 4 

Nosh Ostlund and Mattias Havelid were elevated into Tier 4 

Ryan Greene was elevated well into Tier 5 

Connor McClennon, who was previously ineligible, was added to the last, 
into Tier 5 

Jordan Gustafson was elevated into Tier 5 

Owen Beck was lowered into Tier 5 

Angus Booth, Dominic James and Tucker Robertson were added into 
Tier 6 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player (Tier 1) 

1. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Tps (FINLAND) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 218 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Rick Nash 

Background: Slafkovsky was a regular player for a top Liiga club in TPS 
this season albeit without great production overall. He was named MVP 

of the Olympics where he played a huge role in Slovakia earning a 
bronze medal. He was named a top three played for Slovakia at the 
World Championships. He played a notable role on Slovakia’s U20 team 
which outshot Sweden by a 2:1 margin in a world juniors game. He 
played for Slovakia’s national team in the World Championships as a 
U17 player. He was a top player for the Slovakian U20 team as a 16-
year-old and a top player for a top Finland junior team in 2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-foot-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and 
skill. He posseses outstanding puck skills, and can put pucks through 
legs and sticks at a very high rate. Slafkovsky can use finesse, or power 
and quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can also set up and 
finish plays well. Physically, he won’t run over guys but his compete is 
good enough. He projects as a top-line winger with the potential to pop 
and become be a true star in the NHL. 

2. Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mika Zibanejad 

Background: Wright was the captain and a top player for Kingston. He 
finished 8th in OHL scoring. He was a top two-line center for Canada’s 
U20 team at the world juniors. He scored nine goals and 14 points in five 
games at the U18 worlds as a U17 player, leading Canada to gold. He 
was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old 
where he scored 39 goals and 66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is a very well-rounded center who has no noticeable 
flaw in his skill set but there also isn’t a ton about his game that gets you 
overly excited. He can skate and handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s 
game translates because of his compete and direct style of play. He 
takes pucks to the net and plays quick. He can pull up to make a tough 
pass but can take pucks to the interior too. He has the high-end vision to 
run a power-play unit and make tough plays with pace. His shot is very 
good, showing the ability to pick corners from long range consistently. Off 
the puck he’s competitive and responsible, showing maturity beyond his 
years. He projects as a No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play 
with a chance to be a star, but probably won’t be an elite scorer in the 
league. 

Projected top of the lineup player (Tier 2) 

3. Logan Cooley, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brayden Point 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player in the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP the last two years, although his pure production doesn’t 
blow you away. He made the USA world junior team as a 17-year-old in a 
significant role as their No. 2 center with power play time. He was a top 
forward at the U18 World Championships. He was a top player for the 
U18 team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 
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Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first-line forward; as a center, he would be a low-end 
first-line center in the NHL. 

4. David Jiricek, D, Plzen (CZREP) 

Nov. 28, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 189 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Pietrangelo 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czechia league 
team and looking very good versus men, before a knee injury at the 
world juniors knocked him out for the second half. He has since started 
practicing again and was invited to Czechia’s national team camp. He 
played games for the senior Czechia team at the Karjala Cup and World 
Championships. He was also named one of Czechia’s best players at the 
2021 world juniors despite being one of the youngest players in the 
tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. What his skating looks like post-knee surgery is something 
to monitor. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks, but lacks 
ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well 
due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

5. Simon Nemec, D, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Mackenzie Weegar 

Background: Nemec played significant minutes versus men in Slovakia 
for the last two seasons. He has immense international experience. He 
scored 17 points in 19 games for his club team in Slovakia. He’s already 
played in two world juniors, and was among Slovakia’s best players both 
times. He has been in two World Championships including 6 points in 8 
games at this year’s tournament. He was the best defenseman at the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup this summer and in the Olympics this season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. Defensively 
he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain, even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a top pair defenseman. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player (Tier 3) 

6. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: J.T. Miller 

Background: Gauthier was a versatile and important player for the U.S. 
NTDP this season, playing often on both special teams, lining up at wing 
and center for full games depending on their roster. He became a go-to 
player as the season went along, lining up on Cooley’s wing and playing 
PP1. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-foot-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net and it makes him an asset on the PK. 
Gauthier can create with his skating and skill, but his main offensive 
weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from distance with a powerful 
wrist shot. I didn’t love his playmaking early on but that part of his game 
grew on me as the season went on especially how he made passes on 
the move. I see a potential very good top-six forward whether at center or 
the wing with a chance to pop and become a true top of the lineup type. 

7. Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 171 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Viktor Arvidsson 

Background: Kemell came out of the gates flying in Liiga but slowed 
down in the second half when he returned from injury. He played a top-
six role on Finland’s U20 team, and scored a goal a game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky and at the U18 Worlds. As an underage, he scored at a high rate 
as well in Finland’s U20 league and was a solid player for Finland’s U18 
team as a 16-year-old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and speed 
to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and his teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very 
well, but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range 
and he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top-six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 

8. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 
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Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Jaden Schwartz 

Background: Savoie was one of the top forwards in the WHL as a 17-
year-old, helping lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings and ending 
the season 7th in league scoring. He was a point-per-game player in the 
USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status to play at the 
age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 15-year-old 
and was a top player. 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on 
his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent 
passer, who can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate and make 
tough plays under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in 
traffic. He has good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that 
can score from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes 
hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have 
incredible speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to 
the wing in the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top-six 
forward. 

9. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SWEDEN) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Sam Bennett 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons and got a regular shift this 
season. He scored 6 points in 13 SHL playoff games this season as well. 
He captained Austria’s U20 team at the world juniors. He also played 
very well for Austria’s senior team, including a four points in three games 
performance at a tournament in November and a major role for their 
World Championship team. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with speed 
and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, 
his direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a quality 
top two line center. 

10. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Troy Terry 

Background: Yurov played limited minutes on one of the best KHL teams, 
often lining up as a 12th or 13th forward for Magnitogorsk. Later in the 
season he played more junior games where he was very good for a top 
MHL team. He scored three goals and four points at a U20 Four Nations 
tournament which helped him make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. 
He was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior league the previous 
season, and scored 11 points in seven games at the U18 world 
championship. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his 
stickhandling. He’s not overly physical but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 

11. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWEDEN) 

Jul. 24, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Jordan Eberle 

Background: Lekkerimaki put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 league 
showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and international play. 
He came up to the big club in Djurgarden in the second half where he 
played a notable role in SHL games and scored at a high rate for a 17-
year-old. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November tournament 
and led the U18 Worlds in scoring. 

Analysis: Lekkrimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one-timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 
speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and play too much on the perimeter which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a quality top-six 
winger. 

Projected middle of the lineup player (Tier 4) 

12. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6′ 2.75″ | 207 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Nicolas Roy 

Background: Gaucher was an important all-situations center for a top 
QMJHL club in Quebec. He didn’t post big scoring totals this season after 
scoring a point per game in the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s 
U20 camp in the summer as an injury replacement. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He possesses a 
bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player which allows him to win a lot 
of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around the net due to 
his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make plays inside 
the offensive zone and shows flashes of good playmaking. I think his 
point totals would have been higher on a different QMJHL team this 
season but Quebec was quite deep up front. He creates a lot around the 
hard areas of the ice. He has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and 
doesn’t make a ton of plays. Gaucher projects as a second line two-way 
center. 

13. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia (RUSSIA-2) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
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Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Gabriel Landeskog 

Background: Miroshnichenko played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second-tier league in a regular role before his season ended in 
January due to being diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He scored 1 
goal and 2 points at the U20 4 nations in November. He was the captain 
and a leading player for Russia’s U18 team when they won Hlinka 
Gretzky gold. He scored 6 goals and 8 points in 7 games at the U18 
World Championships the previous season. He originally intended to play 
in Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia the past two seasons but ran 
into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
can create at evens and on the power play. He has a bulky frame and 
can play a powerful style of game. He has the tools and track record of a 
projected top line winger, but given his diagnosis he is being placed 
several tiers below that due to the significant uncertainty in his future 
projection — despite positive developments since the initial diagnosis. 

14. Denton Mateychuk, D, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jul. 12, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Shayne Gostisbehere 

Background: Mateychuk played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, often 
playing half the game and was one of the best 17-year-olds in the WHL. 
He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was invited to 
represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances He can play with pace, but can also make 
passes off the point and use his hard shot to create offense. He defends 
well in the WHL due to his feet but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is 
how well he’ll be able to check in the NHL. It’s a reasonable concern but I 
think he’s so talented and the skating is so good that he will find a way to 
succeed and become a top four defenseman. 

15. Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (FINLAND) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Player comparable: Andre Burakovsky 

Background: Lambert split this season between JYP and Pelicans in 
Liiga where his production rate dipped from his great underage season. 
He was having a monster world juniors before it was abruptly cancelled 
and was great at the tournament the previous season, too. His U18 and 
U17 games with Finland were not as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edgework, allowing him to cut away from 
pressure easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a 
go-to guy for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and 
shows O-zone creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at 
times but this season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full 
of potential, even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he 
will be a top-six winger in the NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

16. Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle (WHL) 

Sep. 21, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 213 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Killorn 

Background: Schaefer was an important player for Seattle playing on 
both special teams and scoring a lot of goals for the T-Birds. He was top 
10 in scoring in the WHL playoffs. He was an eighth-round pick in his 
WHL bantam draft who has developed quite well since then. 

Analysis: Schaefer’s NHL appeal is due to being a 6-foot-3 winger with 
legit skill, scoring touch and tenacity. He’s able to use his size and hands 
to create offense around the net, while also having an excellent wrist shot 
to score from range.He has value away from the puck, with a strong work 
rate, good physicality and can PK. He’s never historically been a big 
scorer, but his puck game and playmaking kept impressing me as the 
season went along and his role elevated. He looks like a future middle-
six power winger with the potential to play high in a lineup if he really hits. 

17. Lian Bichsel, D, Leksand (SWEDEN) 

May. 18, 2004 | 6′ 5.0″ | 216 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: K’Andre Miller 

Background: Bichsel played very well in Sweden’s junior ranks and got 
extended time with Leksands SHL team. He made Switzerland’s world 
juniors team in a notable role and was a top player for their U18 team. He 
was also named one of Switzerland’s best players at the U18 worlds the 
prior season. A concussion ended his season in the spring. 

Analysis: Bichsel’s physical tools are quite evident. He’s a 6-foot-5 
defenseman who skates well for his size, is physical and has some 
offensive touch. He can carry and create through the neutral zone due to 
his feet and skills and shows some creativity from the offensive blue line. 
He has good hands but there isn’t much playmaking or poise in his puck 
play. Defensively he’s quite good due to his reach, feet and physicality. 
He closes gaps like a pro and can be trusted to play hard minutes as he 
advances levels. Bichsel projects top four defenseman with the potential 
to play higher in a lineup if the offense translates. 

18. Rutger McGroarty, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 0.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Tyler Toffoli 

Background: McGroarty was a top forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often lining up in a premier scoring role and wore the ‘C’ for that 
age group. He scored 8 goals in 6 games at the U18 Worlds this season. 
He represented Team USA at the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. He is 
from the Lincoln, Nebraska area and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly-skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills, shot and vision. He 
can make a lot of plays with finesse, but also is highly competitive. He 
forces a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create 
around the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty 
historically has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks 
ideal balance and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to 
play in the NHL. He projects as a top nine winger with the potential to 
play much higher in a lineup if the skating holds up well enough. 

19. Kevin Korchinski, D, Seattle (WHL) 

Jun. 21, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Justin Schultz 

Background: Korchinski was a top player for a good WHL team in Seattle 
this season and one of the best 17-year-old defensemen in the CHL. He 
was the 10th pick in his WHL Bantam Draft and invited to Canada’s U18 
camp. 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 defenseman 
who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s able to carry pucks up ice 
well with his skating, and has excellent edgework to evade pressure. 
Korchinski shows touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line due to his skill and feet. Despite his size and 
skating, he’s mediocre defensively. He doesn’t compete that hard on that 
side of the ice and is overly aggressive offensively. That’s a concern, but 
he generates so much offense that it makes up for those issues to an 
extent. Korchinski projects as a top-four defenseman. 

20. Jiri Kulich, C, Karlovy Vary (CZREP) 

Apr. 14, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ross Colton 

Background: Kulich got a regular shift vs. pros in Czechia this season 
with power-play time. He captained their U18 team and made their world 
junior team in a notable role. He led the U18 world championships in 
goals and was named MVP of the tournament. 

Analysis: Kulich is a well-rounded prospect. He has a fluid, powerful 
skating stride that can generate clean entries and beat defenders wide. 
He has slick 1v1 skills and combined with his speed is a threat off the 
rush. He can make plays but is more of a threat when he’s in motion than 
picking apart defenses as a playmaker. Kulich has a great shot, showing 
a one-timer and wrist shot threat from range. Kulich doesn’t show fear 
from attacking the net or taking a hit to make a play. He projects as a top 
nine forward, whether at wing or center with the potential to play higher in 
a lineup. 

21. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Saginaw (OHL) 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6′ 1.25″ | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Brandon Montour 

Background: Mintyukov played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this season 
and was a top scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft-
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
Previously, he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring five points in six games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and 
is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure 
easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly 
skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good 
offensive IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the PP 
with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to 
use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He can be a little 
too aggressive at times trying to create offense when he leaves his 
defensive position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play high in the lineup. 

22. Frank Nazar, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Player comparable: Alex Kerfoot 

Background: Nazar was a significant player for the US program, often 
lining up as a top-two-line center.. He was highly productive as an 
underage player, scoring over a point a game. He’s committed to 
Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center with a chance to be a No. 2 center. 

23. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 3.25″ | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Dylan Strome 

Background: Geekie was a top player on one of the best teams in the 
CHL this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was 
a point per game. He was the No. 2 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft right 
before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother Morgan Geekie plays 
for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
create chances. He’s a big man who doesn’t shy away from physical 
contact, which combined with his skill makes him tough to deal with down 
low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make plays and run a 
power play, showing good vision and finish from the perimeter. His main 
flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. He’s a better skater 
than his brother and can separate occasionally at the WHL level but 
doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as middle-six center 
with a chance to play higher in the lineup. 

24. Lane Hutson, D, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 14, 2004 | 5′ 8.5″ | 148 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Torey Krug 

Background: Hutson was a top four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP all 
season and generated a lot of offense. He was invited to the U18 team 
as an underage player where he was a top player for that team as well, 
being named one of the top three players at the U18 World 
Championships in 2021 for USA. He was named top defenseman of the 
2022 U18 Worlds. He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Hutson is a constant threat with the puck on his stick. He’s the 
smartest player in the draft. He makes so many seam passes to generate 
chances. Hutson is also a highly-skilled puckhandler who shows great 
creativity off the offensive blue line. He makes a lot of crafty fakes and 
dekes to evade pressure. He’s not the fastest skater, but his edgework is 
quite good and allows him to use his skating to attack. The offense is 
clear NHL quality. Whether a barely 5-foot-9 defenseman who isn’t an 
elite skater can defend in the NHL is the question with Hutson. He’s a 
competitive, quality defender versus juniors and college opponents but 
that will need to be a test he’ll need to clear down the line. I think he 
plays in the NHL, and projects as an offensive-tilted top-four 
defenseman, but I realize the odds are against a player who looks like 
him becoming that. I stamp him this high because he’s the smartest 
player in the draft and I see just enough to the rest of his game to be able 
to elevate at higher levels. 

25. Mattias Havelid, D, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Sami Vatanen 

Background: Havelid has been a very good junior defenseman and got a 
good chunk of SHL games this season. He was MVP of the J20 playoffs 
in Sweden. Havelid has been an important part of Sweden’s U18 team 
over the last two seasons, including scoring nine points in five Hlinka 
Gretzky games and 12 points in six games at the U18 championship. 
He’s the twin brother of fellow draft eligible Hugo Havelid. 

Analysis: Havelid is a talented offensive player from the back end. He 
has the skating ability to jump into attacks and activate off the blue line to 
create offense with his skill. Havelid can find seams and create with his 
playmaking consistently. He also has a hard point shot and scored a lot 
of goals this season. The major drawback on Havelid is his frame. Not 
many 5-foot-9 defensemen play in the NHL. He defends well and has 
been great at retrievals in junior but whether he will versus men is the 
debate. Due to how well he skates I think he will make it as a top four 
defenseman who can help a power play. 

26. Owen Pickering, D, Swift Current (WHL) 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6′ 4.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Travis Sanheim 

Background: Pickering played major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and put up solid scoring totals for a defenseman his age. He was 
named one of Canada’s top 3 players at the U18 World Championships. 
He was a ninth round pick in his WHL Bantam draft but experienced a 
significant growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offense. He can carry through the neutral zone to create controlled 
exits/entries and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the O-zone. He can use his size and feet to 
close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects with his play with the puck and overall 
consistency. He projects as a second or third pair defenseman 
depending on how much the offense translates. 

27. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Nov. 10, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Donato 

Background: Del Bel Belluz had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team, being one of the top scorers in 
the OHL early in the season but that production tailed off in the second 
half. His production trended way up after only scoring six points in his 
first OHL season in 2020. He was a third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders one on one. He can run a power play off 
the flank due to his very good vision and shot although I don’t see that as 
his role in the NHL. He lacks foot speed for the higher levels, but he 
works hard enough and provides some two-way value down the middle. 
He projects as a top-nine forward. With his feet he may struggle to stick 
at center but if he does it’s on the third line. 
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28. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alex Iafallo 

Background: Ohgren was a goal per-game player and top scorer in 
Sweden’s J20 league while also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He 
was a top player for Sweden’s U18 team and played for the U20 team in 
November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high-percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from 
scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate with 
speed. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

29. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jun. 1, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 186 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Tanner Pearson 

Background: Snuggerud was a top-six forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season and one of the most improved players on the program from the 
previous season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has one-on-one skill, good vision, and his best 
asset is his shot. He is a long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you 
can build a power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has heavy feet 
which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his game is 
strong enough though that I think he could be a top-nine forward. 

30. Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Mar. 11, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 163 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Player comparable: Tyson Jost 

Background: Ostlund has been a highly productive junior player in 
Sweden the last two seasons. He got time in the SHL with Djurgarden in 
limited minutes. He was a top forward for Sweden’s U18 team this 
season and played for their U18 team as an underage as well. 

Analysis: Ostlund posseses impressive speed and skill. He’s able to be 
an asset in transition due to his abilty to create controlled entries and 
make defenders miss. He has a pass-first mentaility but can make 
difficult plays at a high rate. Ostlund has the poise to run a power-play 
unit and find seams but he’s not much of a shot threat. Ostlund isn’t the 
biggest, but he works hard enough and has shown as a junior he can 
reliable defensively. He looks like a potential third line center in the NHL. 

31. Ryan Chesley, D, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 27, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Lindgren 

Background: Chesley was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often playing on both special teams units. He represented team 
USA’s U18 team as an underage. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Chesley has some physical assets that pop off the page from a 
pro projection. He’s a NHL-caliber skater who can transition pucks up ice 
very well with his speed. He has average size, but he’s quite strong and 
physical. With his mobility he’s able to close on checks well, and often 
uses his body to land hard hits to separate pucks from players. He has 
good individual skill, with the hands to beat checks one-on-one and 
generate a lot of power off his one-timer. Chesley isn’t a gifted puck-
mover though and can struggle at times with his puck distribution. He 
projects as a full-time second- or third pair defenseman depending on 
how much the offense translates to higher levels. 

32. Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Apr. 29, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 153 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Eeli Tolvanen 

Background: Firkus has scored at a strong rate in the WHL over the past 
two seasons, being a big part of Moose Jaw’s offense. He’s trended up 
significantly after being the 82nd pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
named player of the game for the CHL Top Prospects Game. 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He shows 
great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his stickhandling. He can 
make tough passes at a high rate through seams and under pressure. He 
is a shot-and-pass threat which makes him a major asset on a power 
play and often scores from range with a release that will beat NHL 
goalies. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing good enough skating and 
compete to win battles but he’s not going to beat NHL defenders wide. 
The scoring ability is significant enough that I think he can be a middle-
six winger. 

33. Isaac Howard, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Jonathan Dahlen 

Background: Howard has been a highly productive forward for the U.S. 
NTDP over his two seasons. He was called up to the U18 team as a 16-
year-old where he played a significant role at the U18 world 
championships with four points in five games. He was a top scorer in the 
tournament overall at this year’s U18’s. He also scored seven goals in 
four games at the Youth Olympics. He’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

34. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad (SLOVAKIA) 

Jan. 3, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 167 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Alexander Barabanov 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia the last two 
seasons. He was a top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. 
He made Slovakia’s world junior team in a scoring role and also played 
well in games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve out a 
career as a top-nine winger though. 

Projected to play NHL games (Tier 5) 

35. Jani Nyman, RW, Koovee (FINLAND-2) 

Jul. 30, 2004 | 6′ 2.75″ | 212 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Nyman played in Finland’s second division pro league 
where he scored at a high rate for one of the weaker teams. Nyman was 
a productive player for Finland’s U18 team and played in a tournament 
for their U20 team in August. 

Analysis: Nyman is a talented winger who is dangerous inside the 
offensive zone. He possesses good puck skills, can make plays and has 
a big shot that is a threat from range, which is his main weapon. Nyman’s 
footspeed is just OK so he probably won’t be a driver at higher levels of 
controlled entries. You’d like to see him be more consistently impactful 
given his size and skill. I think Nyman will be an NHL player, with the 
talent to play in the middle of a lineup if he hits. 

36. Ryan Greene, C, Green Bay (USHL) 

Oct. 21, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Greene was an all-situations player for Green Bay this 
season and has been a productive USHL player over the last two years. 
He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Greene offers a lot of NHL attributes. He displays slick puck 
skills, often being able to put pucks between sticks and legs. He skates 
well well and can make highly-skilled plays with pace. Greene shows 
good imagination as a handler and passer. He can hit seams at a strong 
rate and has some power-play ability due to his vision and shot. Greene 
competes well enough. He can play the middle competently, can PK and 
wins battles.He projects as a bottom-six NHL center with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

37. Danil Zhilkin, C, Guelph (OHL) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Zhilkin was an important part of a good Guelph team this 
season, playing big minutes and on both special teams. Zhilkin is of 
Russian descent and born in Russia but has always represented Canada 
internationally. He played for Canada at the U18 worlds in 2021 where 
they won gold. He also scored four goals and six points in five games at 
the World U17 Challenge. 

Analysis: Zhilkin is a very skilled center. On his best shifts when you see 
a 6-foot-1 pivot who can dangle and create chances with pace like he 
can, it gets you excited about his projection. Zhilkin is a pass-and-shot 
threat who can run a power play well. His skating is solid, not explosive 
but good enough. His game can lack pace, though, which is his main 
issue. He competes well enough off the puck but it’s not his stength and 
he can drift to the perimeter. I see him as a potential bottom-six forward 
in the NHL who has the tool kit to play in a middle six. 

38. Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Bystedt has been a solid junior player over the last two 
years and got a significant number of SHL games this season for 
Linkoping. He was an important part of Sweden’s U18 team and had 
seven points in five Hlinka Gretzky games. 

Analysis: Bystedt has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-3 center who can 
skate well and has some offense. There are times you watch him and get 
really excited about his pro potential when he’s skating pucks up with 
speed and creating chances. I don’t think his puck play is overly 
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impressive, but he shows enough sense to find lanes to make plays and 
be a secondary contributor to an NHL line. I think he’s going to play. I 
don’t view Bystedt as this great defensive player nor is he a big scorer, 
but with his tools someone will find a place for him in a bottom six, and 
he has the potential to play higher if his development goes well. 

39. Cameron Lund, C, Green Bay (USHL) 

Jun. 7, 2004 | 6′ 1.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lund was an important player for Green Bay in the USHL. 
He didn’t have a great statistical season but played a big role in their 
offense. He scored four goals in four Hlinka Gretzky games although 
USA didn’t qualify for the medal round. 

Analysis: Lund has a clear NHL tool kit. He’s a 6-foot-2 forward who can 
skate, and has legit offensive touch. He can make skilled plays at full 
speed and be a real threat on zone entries. Lund shows some power-
play creativity as a playmaker and has a good wrist shot from range. On 
his best shift he can be dynamic, but his best shifts are infrequent. He 
can also drift to the perimeter too much to generate his offense. I think he 
plays in the NHL and has the potential to be a good NHL player but he 
has to be more consistent to do so. 

40. Tristan Luneau, D, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jan. 12, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 188 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Luneau quarterbacked Gatineau’s power play this season 
and scored at a strong rate for a 17-year-old defenseman. He scored half 
a point per game as a 16 year old and was named defensive rookie of 
the year in the QMJHL. He was a first pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Luneau’s strengths come with the puck on his stick. He’s a very 
smart puck-moving defenseman with a solid skill level. He has the vision 
and poise to make great outlets and find seams in the offensive zone. 
Luneau shows the stick skills to put pucks through legs on occasion. He 
lacks speed to rush pucks but his stick and brain let him transition well. 
He also has a hard point shot allowing him to be dangerous on the power 
play. His skating leads to some defensive issues and he may need to be 
a guy in the NHL who doesn’t take tough matchups. I think he will play in 
the NHL but he may need to be used in a specific way. 

41. Viktor Neuchev, LW, Yekaterinburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Oct. 25, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Neuchev was a strong junior player in Russia the last two 
years, being a leading player on Avto who were a middle-of-the-pack 
team in the lesser of the two MHL conferences. 

Analysis: Neuchev doesn’t have the stats and accolades of top 
prospects, but when you watch him it’s easy to see the NHL potential. 
He’s 6-foot-2, he has great hands, and shows great offensive creativity 
as a handler and passer. Neuchev often showed high-end ability to 
improvise with the puck and create chances from nothing. He can make 
some plays but his shot is his real offensive threat as he often scored 
from the circles. His drawbacks are subpar footspeed and not being great 
off the puck, with a decent amount of perimeter play. Despite those 
issues he’s so talented offensively that I have to imagine there is a spot 
on an NHL team for him even if not in a prominent role. 

42. Mats Lindgren, D, Kamloops (WHL) 

Aug. 26, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Lindgren was a top player for a top WHL team this season, 
playing a lot of minutes including on Kamloops’ PP1. He was invited to 
Canada’s U18 camp and was the seventh pick in his WHL bantam draft. 

Analysis: You’re drafting Lindgren for his offense. He’s a constant threat 
with the puck on his stick due to his offensive skill and especially his IQ. 
He makes a ton of clever plays with the puck on outlets and inside the 
offensive zone. He has good enough speed to go with his skill that 
Lindgren can also be a threat off the rush. His defending won’t be his 
calling card as a pro, but he skates and competes well enough to be 
competent to play a regular shift in the NHL. 

43. Miguel Tourigny, D, Acadie-Bathurst (QMJHL) 

Feb. 9, 2002 | 5′ 8.0″ | 168 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Tourigny was one of the top defensemen in the CHL and 
scored both goals and points at a very high rate for a defenseman, even 
accounting for the fact he’s a 19-year-old. He was also invited to 
Canada’s U20 camp in the summer. 

Analysis: Tourigny is a dynamic player. His skating pops, with the top-
end speed to beat checkers wide and lead a rush in transition. He’s an 
elusive skater with good edgework and is very hard to check on 
retrievals, despite his diminutive frame. He’s a very smart puck-mover 
who can make tough, skilled plays with pace and from a standstill, 
showing ability to hit seams from the offensive blue line. Tourigny is a 
great passer, but also had a great shot as evidenced by his goal totals 
the last two seasons. The one obvious drawback is his frame, he’s a tiny 
defenseman by NHL standards at 5-foot-8. He competes well and 
defends well enough in junior but whether he can take a regular NHL 
shift is the question. He’s so talented, and the skating is so good I think 
he has a very good chance to play games and help an organization, but I 
can’t just yet stamp him as a guy who is going to have a legitimate NHL 
career. 

44. Maveric Lamoureux, D, Drummondville (QMJHL) 

Jan. 13, 2004 | 6′ 6.75″ | 197 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 6, 2022 

 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Lamoureux played a large role for Drummondville, often 
logging big minutes and was a regular on their second PP unit. He was 
the 12th pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Lamoureux is a huge right-shot defenseman who plays hard. 
With his massive frame he can make a lot of stops with his reach, 
mobility and physicality. Defensively he projects to have a lot of value as 
a pro. His skating isn’t explosive but for such a large man he moves quite 
well. Offense is the question in his game. Lamoureux shows flashes of 
good hands and vision as a puck-mover and an occasional hard point 
shot, but that aspect of his game is inconsistent. As of now I project him 
as a full-time third-pair defenseman but I wouldn’t be shocked if he 
became a top-four guy. 

45. Julian Lutz, LW, Munchen (GERMANY) 

Feb. 29, 2004 | 6′ 1.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lutz missed most of the season after suffering a fatigue 
fracture of his lumbar spine but got some DEL games in late in the 
season. He scored four points in four games at the U18 Worlds. 

Analysis: Lutz’s talent stands out when you watch him. He’s 6-foot-2, he 
has very good puck skills and he can skate well. On a given rush he has 
the ability to break a play open due to his speed, hands and strong shot. 
He feels like he should be a top prospect, but I’ve often found myself 
wanting more when watching him play. I don’t see him make that many 
tough plays to his teammates and doesn’t impact the game for stretches. 
Lutz has NHL tools though and I can see him being a bottom six winger. 

46. Arseni Koromyslov, D, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Nov. 3, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Koromyslov didn’t put up big numbers this season in the 
Russian junior league but he was a top player for one of the best MHL 
teams. He also made appearances in the KHL, for Russia’s U20 team 
including making the world juniors club, and for Russia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Koromyslov is a big left-shot defenseman who is a strong 
skater. Due to his reach and mobility he kills a lot of rushes. He’s a smart 
defender who anticipates plays well and uses his skating to jump up and 
pressure opponents. He also doesn’t shy away from the physical play 
with his big frame. With the puck Koromyslov won’t dazzle. He has good 
flashes of stickhandling and passing but it’s not consistent. I think there’s 
just enough offense to be a third pair defenseman given his physical 
tools. 

47. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern (H-EAST) 

Nov. 2, 2003 | 5′ 11.5″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Hughes played a significant role on Northeastern as a draft-
eligible freshman. He was a top forward for the 2003 U.S. NTDP age 
group coming up, including being one of their top forwards at the World 
U17 Challenge. He’s the son of Canadiens GM Kent Hughes. 

Analysis: Hughes is one of the more skilled and creative players in the 
draft. He has high-end puck skills and ability to improvise with the puck to 
create chances for himself and his teammates. He’s able to score goals 
but he’s a pass-first type player. Hughes lacks ideal speed for the NHL 
and the pace of higher levels will be his main test. He competes well 
enough. He won’t run guys over but he’s responsible off the puck and 
doesn’t shy from physical play. Hughes projects as a bottom-six forward. 
. 

48. Bryce Mcconnell-Barker, C, Sault Ste. Marie (OHL) 

Jun. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: McConnell-Barker was a notable player for the Soo this 
season and was a regular on the power play. His point totals don’t stand 
out but they had a deep offensive team and he was often on the second 
power-play unit. He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer 
and was the fourth pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: McConell Barker is a talented offensive player. He shows 
strong puck skills and overall creativity as a playmaker. He can pick 
corners and find seams off the half-wall and create off the rush with his 
skill and vision. He lacks speed for the NHL, but he works hard enough 
off the puck and will earn the trust of coaches. He projects as a full-time 
bottom-six forward whether at center or the wing. 

49. Seamus Casey, D, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 8, 2004 | 5′ 9.25″ | 162 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Casey was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, lining up on both special team units consistently. He is a rare 
NHL prospect to come out of the Miami, Florida area and play youth 
hockey for the Florida Alliance program. He’s committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: Casey has NHL caliber skating and skill. His ability to skate 
pucks out of trouble and up the ice is quite noticeable. He has good 
hands to maneuver in tight areas and make skilled rushes. On the power 
play he displays good poise and vision to make plays and can make 
strong outlets too. I wouldn’t call him truly dynamic with the puck though, 
which leaves some scouts wondering, as a small defenseman, what his 
NHL role will be. He defends well enough in junior due to his skating, but 
for a 5-foot-10 defenseman his defending will be the question as he 
advances levels. I project him as a full-time third pair defenseman. . 

50. Sam Rinzel, D, Chaska (HIGH-MN) 

Jun. 25, 2004 | 6′ 4.25″ | 177 pounds | Shoots right 
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Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Rinzel played most of the season for Chaska in Minnesota 
high school. He was arguably even better in his limited time playing in the 
USHL for Waterloo and was also solid for USA at the Hlinka Gretzky. 
He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Scouts are excited about Rinzel due to his tool kit. He’s 6-foot-
4, skates quite well for a man his size, and has offensive skill. He’s quite 
dangerous in transition due to his reach and speed and is able to create 
offense off the rush. He’s not a true playmaker but shows some flashes 
in that regard. Defensively he’s solid due to his physical assets although 
he’s not overly physical. I’d like him to be a more consistent overall 
player, but he has so many assets that I think he’ll find a way to carve out 
an NHL career. 

51. Gleb Trikozov, LW, Omsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Aug. 12, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Trikozov was an important part of a good Russian junior 
team this season and overall has been quite productive in his junior 
career in Russia. With Russia’s U18 team, his play was more up and 
down with good numbers but being benched during important games at 
times. 

Analysis: Trikozov is a talented winger. He displays great individual skills 
and creativity with the puck to often beat opponents one-on-one. He can 
create for himself with his skill while also showing great vision and 
instincts as a playmaker to find seams. Trikozov’s vision and shot make 
him a threat from the perimeter and an asset on the power play. His 
skating is just OK and his game in general can lack pace. I waver on his 
compete. I’ve seen games he takes nights off and other games he’s 
engaged and works hard on both sides of the puck. Trikozov projects as 
a full-time bottom-six winger. 

52. Owen Beck, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Feb. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Owen Beck played a significant role on a good OHL team. 
He was a regular in every important situation. He was the 29th pick in his 
OHL draft. 

Analysis: Beck brings an intriguing amount of speed and skill to his shifts. 
He has NHL-level skating, and is able to make highly-skilled plays 
through checks at full speed. He shows the ability to be able to set up his 
teammates well while also being able to finish in tight or from the circles. 
Beck isn’t the biggest forward, but he competes well, can PK and doesn’t 
shy from getting inside by using his speed. He projects as a bottom six 
forward, likely on the wing. 

53. Kasper Kulonummi, D, Jokerit Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 1, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Kulonummi was a productive junior defenseman in 
Finland’s U20 league but stood out more internationally being a leading 
player for Finland’s U18 team throughout the season. He also 
represented Finland’s U18 team as a 16-year-old at the World 
Championships. 

Analysis: Kulonummi is a talented puck-moving defenseman. He has the 
skating, skill and poise to make a lot of plays off the rush and from the 
offensive blue line. His skating allows him to carry the puck in transition 
and elude pressure well. Kulonummi defends well enough due to his feet 
and average size. While as a junior he’s been a true top power-play 
option, he may never be truly dynamic offensively, so being trusted in his 
own end will be important for the NHL. Kulonummi projects as a full-time 
third-pair defenseman who can provide value at both ends of the rink. 

54. Elias Salomonsson, D, Skelleftea Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Aug. 31, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Salomonsson was a productive junior player in Sweden 
even if his numbers weren’t as gaudy as expected after his big 16-year-
old season where he was a point per game. Salomonsson was a top-four 
defenseman for Sweden’s U18 team, and played for their U18 team as 
an underage as well. 

Analysis: Salomonsson is a talented defenseman. He’s a strong skater 
who is able to skate pucks up ice and close on checks effectively with his 
feet and body. He’s not tremendous offensively, but he shows good 
instances of poise as a passer from both ends. His shot/one-timer is a 
weapon and will be able to beat NHL goalies from the point. He also 
shows some individual creativity off the rush and from the offensive blue 
line. I wouldn’t call his play with the puck consistent though and often I’ve 
found his game to be vanilla offensively. His defending is good enough to 
go with the skating and puck-moving to be a third pair defenseman. 

55. Tomas Hamara, D, Tappara Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 9, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Hamara played up in Liiga on a top team and showed he 
could hold his own playing at Finland’s top level. He has been a very 
good junior player the last two years in Finland as well. He played games 
for Czechia’s U20 team but didn’t make the world juniors team. He was a 
top-three player for their U18 team at the U18 worlds. 

Analysis: Hamara is a solid all-around defenseman. His skating allows 
him to make a fair amount of stops by closing gaps well. Combined with 
his good IQ he breaks up a lot of plays. He can skate pucks up ice well 
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too. He’s not a dynamo offensively, but he makes quality passes and has 
a hard point shot. As a 6-foot defenseman who doesn’t excel at either 
end it’s unclear what his NHL role would be, but he has a good enough 
tool kit to be a third-pair defenseman. 

56. Simon Forsmark, D, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Oct. 17, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 191 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Forsmark played a regular shift in the SHL for Orebro after 
being a quality junior defenseman over the last two years. Forsmark was 
a notable part of Sweden’s U18 team in the 2020-21 season and played 
well for Sweden in a U19 tournament in April. 

Analysis: Forsmark is a solid two-way defenseman who doesn’t offer a 
ton of flash. He makes good decisions with the puck at both ends, using 
his brain and size to make stops. I don’t think his skating is a strength, 
but I’ve seen worse feet and have seen him get past checks and escape 
pressure well enough. There are flashes of skill and legit offense with 
him, but it’s not consistent. There’s enough to his tool kit to potentially be 
a third-pair defender. 

57. Cruz Lucius, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Apr. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lucius missed most of his draft season due a wrist injury 
after entering the season as a top six forward for the U.S. NTDP. He 
played lower in the lineup upon his return. He is the brother of Winnipeg 
Jets first-round pick Chaz Lucius. 

Analysis: Lucius is a very skilled and creative forward. He shows the 
offensive mind to improvise well with the puck and create chances with 
his stickhandling. He’s a strong passer who looks to make plays and can 
do so under pressure. He can also score from the dots. He’s not a 
bruiser or a great defensive player, but Lucius doesn’t shy from the 
middle of the ice. His skating is just OK, and won’t be a guy who 
separates in the NHL. His skill and scoring ability will get him games but I 
don’t see him as a long career type due to lacking a well-rounded game. 

58. Rieger Lorenz, LW, Okotoks (AJHL) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 184 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lorenz was a top scoring forward in the AJHL this season. 
He also represented Canada at the U18’s. He is committed to the 
University of Denver. 

Analysis: Lorenz is a big winger with a high skill level. He has loose, 
quick hands that can manipulate the puck easily. Those hands are 

evident in how he stickhandles and his release, as he is a threat to score 
from range with his wrist shot. Lorenz isn’t the most cerebral player 
though and can lean on his shot too much. He skates fine and shows 
good flashes of quickness but doesn’t often pull away from checks. He 
projects as a bottom-six winger. 

59. Alexander Perevalov, LW, Yaroslavl 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 16, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Perevalov was an important forward for one of the top 
Russian junior teams. At points during the season he was among the 
leading scorers in the top Russian junior league although his scoring 
slowed down considerably in the second half of the season. He also a 
solid player for Russia’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Perevalov can make a lot of good things happen with the puck. 
He has excellent stick skills, showing consistent ability to beat checks 
one-on-one and create inside the offensive zone with his stickhandling. 
He can make plays into seams and off the rush and when combined with 
a hard shot makes him a threat on the power play. Perevalov competes 
well enough. He can PK a little, he doesn’t shy from engaging and is hard 
on pucks. His feet are his major issue as he can struggle to pull away 
from opponents and beat guys wide. He projects as a bottom six winger. 

60. Topias Leinonen, G, Jyp Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Jan. 25, 2004 | 6′ 4.25″ | 214 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Leinonen was a good but not spectacular junior goalie in 
Finland this season. He was the go-to goalie for Finland’s U18 team but 
was often injured or unavailable around major tournaments outside the 
U18 worlds where he wasn’t that good. 

Analysis: Leinonen has a clear NHL tool kit. He measures in at-or-above 
6-foot-4, and he’s an athletic goalie who can move well in the crease. 
Leionen has the ability to make very tough saves and ones that will 
translate to the NHL. I think he sees the game well and makes good 
reads, but his consistency is an issue. He lets in too many soft goals and 
has occasional stretches of bad decision making. He looks like a starter 
but projects more as a backup for those reasons. 

61. Tyler Brennan, G, Prince George (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2003 | 6′ 3.75″ | 184 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Background: Brennan’s performance was up and down this season. He 
represented Canada at the U18 World Championships in 2021 as their 
No. 3 goalie. He was the 21st pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Brennan is a goalie with great size, sense and overall poise in 
the net. He can make tough saves look easy due to how well he reads 
the play, is efficient with his movements and takes away angles with his 
frame. He moves well enough, but lacks the explosive pushoffs with his 
lower body to make the highlight lateral saves, which will be a concern 
versus better players. Brennan is very good at saving the high-
percentage shots, but gives up too many goals from range that he’ll need 
to cut down on. He projects as a backup goalie in the NHL. 
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62. Jordan Gustafson, C, Seattle (WHL) 

Jan. 20, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Gustafson was a productive all-situations player for Seattle. 
He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp and was the eighth pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Gustafson is a well-rounded forward. He possesses strong 
speed and puck skills to make him an asset off the rush. He can make 
tough plays to his teammates with pace and works hard, all things that 
will translate to the pro game. I wouldn’t call his play at either end truly 
great, though, so I’m unsure as a 5-foot-11 player what his spot in an 
NHL lineup would be but I think he’ll get games. 

63. Adam Sykora, LW, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Sep. 7, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Sykora played well versus men and in international play this 
season. He got a regular shift on a top club team in Slovakia’s pro 
league. He also represented Slovakia at the U18, U20 and senior team 
levels. 

Analysis: Sykora has good puck skills, vision, a high compete level and 
has shown at an early age he can be a versatile player versus pros. 
Sykora is 5-foot-10 though, and while he has decent skating ability and 
some offense, the question is whether that tool kit has enough to it for 
him to be a full-time NHL player. He is one of the youngest players in the 
draft class, so there is room for projection and I could see him getting 
some games. 

64. Fraser Minten, C, Kamloops (WHL) 

Jul. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Minten quickly turned into an important player for a good 
WHL team after being a fourth-round bantam pick. He played on both 
special teams frequently for Kamloops this season. 

Analysis: Minten can make things happen with the puck. He has a good 
enough stick, he can move pucks into seams and make plays under 
pressure. He also has a very good wrist shot and can score from the 
circles. Minten’s skating is OK. He lacks quick burst but with his size, 
he’s able to get around guys enough. He competes well enough but can 
draft too much to the perimeter, though. I think he plays games but he’ll 
need to add dimensions to carve out a regular NHL role. 

65. Dylan James, LW, Sioux City (USHL) 

Oct. 12, 2003 | 6′ 0.25″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: James was an important player for one of the better USHL 
teams this season after being a productive AJHL player. James is 
committed to North Dakota. 

Analysis: James is a very intelligent and skilled forward. He shows strong 
stickhandling ability to beat opponents one-on-one. He can make quick 
plays and is creative as a passer. James isn’t imposing physically or a 
burner with his skating, but he works. James doesn’t shy from physical 
play, can PK and can create around the net. Ideally for the NHL he gets 
another step in his skating to carve out a legitimate role but I can see him 
getting some games. 

66. Connor McClennon, RW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

June 25, 2002 | 5′ 7.75  | 185 pounds| Shoots right 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: McClennon was originally drafted in the sixth round of the 
2020 by the Philadelphia Flyers who opted to not sign him this season so 
he re-enters the draft. McClennon was top 10 in the WHL in goals and 
top 15 in points this season. He was invited to Canada’s U20 camp this 
summer. 

Analysis: McClennon is dangerous inside the offensive zone. He has 
great individual skills, but his vision and shot that truly stand out. He can 
zip the puck around to teammates, while also having a great one-timer 
that can beat goalies from range. He was unsigned due to being an 
undersized winger who lacks pull-away skating ability. It’s a legitimate 
concern, but I think the offensive touch is really good and he competes 
well enough that he could get some games. 

67. David Goyette, C, Sudbury (OHL) 

Mar. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Goyette was a leading player for Sudbury, playing a lot of 
minutes for one of the weaker teams in the OHL this season. He was 
invited to Canada’s U18 team and was the 11th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Goyette is a talented forward. He has strong speed and puck 
skills, showing the ability to transition pucks like a pro. Goyette displays 
good creativity off the rush and can make tough plays with pace. His 
work ethic is up and down for me. Some days I find him too perimeter 
and on others I see him engaged in battles and being a factor on the ice 
consistently. I think he’ll play games but he’ll need to be more consistent 
to become a reliable top-nine forward. 

Projected has a chance to play games (Tier 6) 

68. Kirill Dolzhenkov, RW, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 20, 2004 | 6′ 6.0″ | 234 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 
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Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Dolzhenkov was an important player for a top junior team in 
Russia as a rookie in the league and also played well for Russia’s U18 
team. 

Analysis: It’s easy to spot Dolzhenkov on the ice as a 6-foot-6 forward 
with skill. He can put pucks through legs and sticks at a high rate and 
create around the net. I wouldn’t call him a dynamic playmaker but I’ve 
seen him make tough plays that show strong hockey sense. He’s not 
afraid to use his size to win battles and can PK. Dolzhenkov’s major flaw 
is his skating. He has a heavy stride that will be an issue as he advances 
levels and is the main reason I can’t yet tab him as an NHL player. 

69. Matyas Sapovaliv, C, Saginaw (OHL) 

Feb. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.75″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Sapovaliv played a significant role for Saginaw, logging a lot 
of minutes in all situations. He was also a top player for the Czechia U18 
team. Sapovaliv also was on the U18 team the previous season in a 
limited role at the world championships. 

Analysis: Sapovaliv’s skill stands out when you watch him. He’s a big 
man with soft hands who can make a lot of tough plays in small areas to 
create offense. He can make a lot of creative passes under pressure and 
from the perimeter. Sapovaliv can score goals but he is a pass-first type 
of player. He has a big frame, is strong on pucks and can play 
responsible defense as a center. His main drawback is his skating. i’ve 
seen worse feet on a big guy, and he shows flashes where he can pull 
away from guys, but overall lacks quickness you want for the top level. 
Given he’s not great offensively to go with the feet I can’t stamp him yet 
as an NHL’er, although I see the potential to become a legit top nine 
forward. 

70. Devin Kaplan, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 10, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 199 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kaplan has been a productive player with the U.S. NTDP 
over the last two seasons, often being a top-nine winger and playing on 
both special teams although his power-play time wasn’t consistent. He’s 
committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: There’s no denying Kaplan has NHL talent. He’s 6-foot-2, has 
very good puck skills and on his best shift looks like a winger who can 
create offense through his skill and playmaking. He’s able to use his size 
to create around the net and competes hard enough off the puck. His feet 
are heavy which is a concern but overall there are a lot of tools to like. 
Despite that Kaplan was very inconsistent this season, showing glimpses 
of his talent but having stretches where he didn’t generate much. It’s why 
it’s hard to stamp him as a NHL player, but if he finds a way to put it all 
together I see a player who has a chance to be a top-nine winger. 

71. Daniil Ivanov, D, Spartak 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Sep. 26, 2003 | 6′ 4.0″ | 209 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ivanov was the top defenseman for an average MHL team 
in Spartak this season, playing on both special teams. He also got 
several games versus men in limited minutes in Russia’s second-tier pro 
league. 

Analysis: Ivanov is a tall defenseman who skates well for a big man. He 
isn’t a blazer but he can pull away from pressure with his feet and reach. 
He competes well enough off the puck and can make stops. Offensively, 
he can make the occasional tough play through a seam or in transition 
and has a hard point shot. Whether he stands out enough at either end of 
the ice is a question I have regarding his NHL role, but there are a lot of 
tools to work with for an NHL organization. 

72. Jack Sparkes, D, St. Michaels (OJHL) 

Oct. 20, 2003 | 6′ 7.75″ | 227 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Poor 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Sparkes played top-four minutes for his OJHL club, lining 
up on both special teams. He’s committed to Michigan State University. 

Analysis: Sparkes’ athletic tool kit is very appealing. He’s a 6-foot-8 
defenseman who is quite mobile for his frame. He’s not a blazer but 
when you see him come up the ice you can easily envision that tool kit in 
the NHL. Sparkes uses his body, has a big slap shot and has flashes of 
puck skills, making him a highly appealing pro prospect for several 
reasons. His offensive game is a long ways away though, showing little 
poise or puck-moving ability. He will be a three-to-four year guy in 
college, but if he hits, he could be a player. 

73. Topi Ronni, C, Tappara Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Ronni has been a good junior player the last few years in 
Finland and was quite productive versus men when he got called up this 
season. He was also a top player for Finland’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Ronni is a 6-foot-2 center with offensive ability. He has very 
good stick skills and vision, allowing him to create a lot of chances inside 
the offensive zone and be able to run a power play at the junior level. 
He’s not electric with the puck so I don’t think in the pros he’ll be a 
primary play driver but he’ll be able to score at higher levels. His compete 
is good enough. Ronni won’t run guys over but he uses his size to win 
battles and be reliable defensively. His skating will be the one area that 
will hold him back versus better players and why I can’t yet stamp him as 
an NHLer despite the rest of the tool kit looking strong enough. 

74. Calle Odelius, D, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

May. 30, 2004 | 5′ 11.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
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Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Odelius was the top defenseman for a good Swedish junior 
team and was an important part of Sweden’s U18 team. He also got 
some SHL games with Djurgarden. 

Analysis: Odelius’ skating pops out to you when you watch him. He has a 
powerful, fluid stride that can explode up the ice and the strong edge 
work to escape pressure. I wouldn’t call his puck play as exceptional as 
his feet, but he shows good instances of puck skill and can make plays in 
the O-zone to create chances. He’s talented, and the skating excites 
scouts, but as a 5-foot-11 defenseman who is average defensively and 
isn’t dynamic offensively, I’m not sure where he fits on an NHL team. 

75. Ty Nelson, D, North Bay (OHL) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 196 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Nelson played a big role on a good North Bay team this 
season, being a top U18 defenseman in the OHL. He was the first overall 
pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Nelson brings a lot of pace to his shifts. He’s an excellent 
skater who can generate a lot of controlled exits and entries due to his 
skating. He has good enough skill to carry and create offense, and 
displays good poise as a passer. Nelson’s biggest issue is his frame as 
he barely measures at 5-foot-10, but he’s a highly competitive player who 
can land surprising hits for his size. He has a chance but given he’s not 
that dynamic offensively and undersized he’s not a sure thing to make it. 

76. Adam Ingram, C, Youngstown (USHL) 

Oct. 14, 2003 | 6′ 2.25″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ingram was a top scorer for his USHL team. He off to a hot 
start, being among the league leaders in points/game through the first 
half before he cooled off considerably in the second half. He’s committed 
to St. Cloud State University. 

Analysis: Ingram’s abilities with the puck stand out. He’s a highly-skilled 
forward who can beat defenders easily with his stickhandling due to his 
hands and reach. He’s a heady offensive player who can find seams and 
pull up off rushes to hit teammates with tough passes. Ingram is a pass-
and-shot threat inside the offensive zone and can score from distance. 
He’s lined up at center and wing this season but projects more as a 
winger as a pro. That’s more due to his so-so footspeed and not being 
amazing off the puck with a tendency to drift to the perimeter. Those 
issues could hamper his transition to the pro game and it’s why despite 
seeing a lot of potential I can’t say for sure he plays games. 

77. Artem Duda, D, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Duda was a top defenseman for one of the best junior 
teams in Russia, playing all situations for CSKA’s MHL team. He was 
also a good player for Russia’s U18 team but his international play wasn’t 
as strong as his club play. 

Analysis: Duda is a skilled defenseman. He shows very good creativity 
as a puckhandler on his rushes and play from the offensive blue line. He 
can make opponents miss and also sets up teammates well. I would say 
his hands pop more than his playmaking. Duda also has a hard point 
shot, giving him various weapons on the power play. Duda’s main 
limitation is his skating. He lacks NHL mobility and doesn’t have much 
pace in his game. As a 6-foot-1 defender who is good but not dynamic 
offensively with OK feet, it’s hard to see what his NHL role would be, but 
he has a lot of talent to give him a chance to play. 

78. Ben MacDonald, C, Noble & Greenough (HIGH-MA) 

Feb. 24, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: MacDonald is committed to Harvard. 

Analysis: MacDonald is a forward with an intriguing talent level. He’s a 
skilled player who can make plays and do so with pace. He’s not a 
burner but can create through the neutral zone with speed. He also 
shows the ability to slow the game down and create off the perimeter with 
his vision. MacDonald’s compete is fine, but I find his game inconsistent 
at times. The talent level gives him a chance but whether he can find an 
actual NHL role is to be determined based on how he does at higher 
levels. 

79. Jace Weir, D, Red Deer (WHL) 

May. 21, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Weir was an all-situations player for Red Deer this season. 
He was a second-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Weir is an intriguing athlete as a 6-foot-2 defenseman who can 
skate well. He can use his feet to help his game at both ends of the rink. 
Offensively he doesn’t pop, but he shows strong hockey sense as a 
passer, and can flash the ability to make tough plays through seams. 
There’s an NHL tool kit, but I don’t think he excels yet at either end of the 
rink to have a clear role. 

80. Quinn Finley, LW, Madison (USHL) 

Aug. 8, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 168 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Finley was a solid player for Madison but probably didn’t 
have the production expected after being the first pick in his USHL phase 
1 draft. He scored three points in four games for USA at the Hlinka 
Gretzky. He’s committed to Wisconsin. 

Analysis: Finley is an interesting prospect as he possesses legit speed 
and skill that could translate to higher levels and is one of the younger 
prospects in this class. Off the rush he shows he can be a threat and can 
beat defenders with speed. His offensive ability doesn’t wow you, but he 
can make plays and projects to score versus better players. Given he’s 
not amazing off the puck either, it’s hard to see where he fits on an NHL 
roster. The talent gives him a chance though. 

81. Josh Filmon, LW, Swift Current (WHL) 

Mar. 18, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Filmon is a player whose stock has risen considerably after 
being a fourth-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was part of 
Canada’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Filmon’s athletic tool kit is the main draw. He’s 6-foot-2, he 
skates quite well, and has room to fill out in his frame too. He can carry 
pucks through the neutral zone to create controlled entries. He has some 
offense, with good flashes of individual skill and creating for his 
teammates, but I wouldn’t consider him a true driver of offense. He’s 
good but not great offensively or defensively so he may be a tweener 
between the NHL and AHL, but his size and speed will give him a chance 
to make it. 

82. Aleksanteri Kaskimaki, C, Hifk Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Feb. 6, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kaskimaki was a good junior player this season, being a top 
player for a top team in Finland’s top U20 league. He was also an 
important player for Finland’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Kaskimaki is a skilled, playmaking center. He shows very good 
puck skills in tight areas and he can make defenders miss and create 
offense. Kaskimaki competes well, showing no fear to get to the net, can 
PK and wins a decent chunk of battles. He can also play on the perimeter 
and make a lot of plays through seams. His one drawback is his average 
footspeed especially given he also has an average frame. He has a 
chance to play in the NHL if his skating improves. 

83. Noah Warren, D, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jul. 15, 2004 | 6′ 5.0″ | 216 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Warren was a top-four defenseman for Gatineau, scoring at 
a fair rate despite little power-play time. He was the eighth pick in his 
QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Warren’s physical tool kit is what draws him to scouts. He’s 
about 6-foot-5, and skates quite well for a man his size. When he’s 
bringing pucks up in transition or closing gaps efficiently on checks with 
his body he can look like a pro defenseman and someone who will make 
a lot of stops versus men. The question on Warren for higher levels will 
be his offense and whether he can move the puck. He shows good 
flashes of skill and being able to make plays on the move, but it’s a very 
inconsistent aspect of his game. If he can make a reliable, consistent first 
pass he’ll play all day in the NHL but that’s what he needs to prove. 

84. Gavin Hayes, LW, Flint (OHL) 

May. 14, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 177 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Hayes was a fine player for Flint playing a secondary role 
on a good OHL team. He was also a top forward for USA’s Hlinka Grezky 
team in the summer. He was the 16th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Hayes is an intriguing prospect because he’s a 6-foot-2 forward 
with legit skill. He shows great ability to beat defenders with his 
stickhandling and overall is a very creative offensive player. I’ve often 
found myself watching him, though. I don’t see much pace or speed in 
his game and he can be too perimeter as well. His skill and size gives 
him a chance if he can round out his game. 

85. Christian Kyrou, D, Erie (OHL) 

Sep. 16, 2003 | 5′ 10.25″ | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kyrou was one of the top scoring defensmen in the OHL 
this season. He is the brother of Blues forward Jordan Kyrou and was the 
84th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Kyrou is a very skilled defenseman with a good point shot. He 
can make plays through opponents routinely and shows great creativity 
as a handler and passer. He is overall a threat on the man advantage. 
He projects to provide offense as a pro, but whether he can provide all-
around value is the question. Unlike his brother Jordan who is an 
explosive skater, Christian’s skating is just fine, but for a 5-foot-10 
defenseman it’s not the kind of mobility you’d like for the NHL. 

86. Paul Ludwinski, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Apr. 23, 2004 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Ludwinski was an important player for a top OHL team, 
often playing on both special teams for Kingston. He was the fifth pick in 
his OHL draft. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 6, 2022 

 

Analysis: Ludwinski isn’t the biggest or flashiest player you’ll ever see, 
but he has a lot of NHL assets. Ludwinski is a strong skater who plays 
with pace and energy. He is hard on pucks, wins battles versus bigger 
players and can make skilled plays on the move. He’s able to create 
around the net, while also showing perimeter playmaking. He has talent 
and the work ethic, but whether the talent level is high enough and the 
scoring consistent enough for a smaller forward is the debate with 
Ludwinski. 

87. Jorian Donovan, D, Hamilton (OHL) 

Apr. 5, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Donovan’s minutes were up and down this season on a 
strong Hamilton team and he didn’t play much of a role towards the end. 
He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer and was the sixth 
pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Donovan’s talent sticks out when you watch him. He has 
decent size, he skates quite well and he has a high skill level. When 
Donovan is coming up the ice with speed and creating off the rush he 
looks like an NHL defenseman. I don’t see offensive impact from him 
consistently, though, and likely due to him not making a ton of plays as a 
distributor. Defensively he’s fine due to his feet and reach but he’s not 
overly physical. He has a chance due to his tool kit but will need to find a 
niche at one end of the rink to really excel at to find a NHL job. 

88. Michael Milne, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Sep. 21, 2002 | 5′ 10.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Milne had a very strong 19-year-old season on a top WHL 
team, playing all situations for Winnipeg after going undrafted the 
previous season. 

Analysis: Milne’s a skilled, smart forward who works hard, plays 
fearlessly and can win battles despite his size. He skates fine but isn’t a 
blazer for a smaller guy and while has has offensive talent I wonder if he 
has a dynamic enough skill set to be an NHLer. 

89. Semyon Demidov, LW, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (MHL) 

Sep. 3, 2002 | 5′ 10″ | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Demidov bounced around between five teams this season 
across two KHL organizations, but settled into SKA and was a part of 
their MHL team, winning a title. He also played a notable role on Russia’s 
U20 team at the world juniors. 

Analysis: Demidov is a highly skilled playmaker. He can make crafty 
dekes through legs, and has the vision to hit seams. His skating stride 
looks a little weird and lacks speed but he’s shifty enough to evade 
pressure. Demidov isn’t the biggest guy, but he works hard off the puck 

and can PK and win some battles, earning the trust of coaches. It’s why, 
despite his lack of great physical tools, I think he has a shot to make it. 

90. Jake Livanavage, D, Chicago (USHL) 

May. 6, 2004 | 5′ 9.5″ | 157 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Livinavage played a big role for a top USHL team in 
Chicago this season. He also scored a point per game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky for Team USA. 

Analysis: Livanavage is an excellent skater who projects to be able to 
transition pucks up ice at a pro level with his feet while also being able to 
close on checks well. He’s an undersized defenseman but at the junior 
level Livanavage can defend well due to his high compete level and 
skating ability. As a smaller defender with good but not great offensive 
touch, what exactly his NHL role would be is the big question for 
Livanavage. 

91. Jordan Dumais, RW, Halifax (QMJHL) 

Apr. 15, 2004 | 5′ 8.0″ | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Dumais has been a highly productive junior player, as he 
scored over 100 points in the QMJHL this season. He was invited to 
Canada’s U18 camp and was the 18th pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Dumais is a player whose skill and playmaking ability stands 
out. He has slick puckhandling abilities to beat defenders one-on-one 
often. He excels at making plays, whether from the perimeter, 
improvising around the net or under pressure. He has a pass-first 
mentality and isn’t going to be known for his goal scoring but Dumais can 
finish around the net fine. His frame will be an issue in the NHL as will his 
lack of speed, but he has very good quickness and competes well to win 
a surprising amount of battles for his size. It’s hard to see his NHL role 
given his frame and lack of speed, but his skill will give him a real 
chance. 

92. Matthew Seminoff, RW, Kamloops (WHL) 

Dec. 27, 2003 | 5′ 11.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Seminoff has become an important all-situations player for 
a top WHL team over the last two seasons. He’s been a riser after being 
a fifth-round pick in his WHL bantam draft. 

Analysis: Seminoff is a talented winger who can make plays. He’s not the 
most dynamic undersized player you’ll ever see in terms of speed or skill, 
but he plays hard. Seminoff can create off the rush and around the net. 
The overall package may not be enough to have a long career but 
because he works I think he plays some games. 

93. Servac Petrovsky, C, Owen Sound (OHL) 
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Aug. 10, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Petrovsky was an all-situations player for Owen Sound. He 
also played for Sloavkia’s U20 team and scored five points in five games 
for Slovakia’s silver medal effort at the Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Petrovsky is a solid all-around forward. He can finish and set up 
plays well. He has decent skating abilty, more quick than fast. He works 
hard, winning puck battles despite his size and can PK. His game isn’t 
overly flashy in terms of speed and skill and it’s hard to see him as a true 
top scorer vs. pros. He has a chance due to various assets. 

94. Michael Buchinger, D, Guelph (OHL) 

Apr. 25, 2004 | 5′ 11.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Buchinger was a top-four defenseman for Guelph, often 
lining up on both special teams. He saw his stock rise into a likely NHL 
draft pick after being a second round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Buchinger is a solid all-around defenseman. His skating isn’t 
explosive, but it’s good enough for him to be a useful pro. He can skate 
pucks out of trouble and can close gaps on checks well. Buchinger 
shows good flashes of skill and offensive playmaking, especially off the 
rush. I don’t think he’s a natural puck-mover, though, who can pick apart 
defenses. Combine average offense with average size and I’m not sure 
where he fits on an NHL team but there’s enough to his game for him to 
have a shot. 

95. Vinzenz Rohrer, C, Ottawa (OHL) 

Sep. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 163 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Rohrer played a big role for the 67’s, lining up on both 
special teams. He was also an important player for Austria’s U20 team. 
He’s one of the youngest players that I rate as a prospect in this class. 

Analysis: Rohrer is a very skilled and intelligent forward. He has the slick 
hands to beat defenders at a high rate. He shows great vision to find 
seams and create off the perimeter. Rohrer isn’t that big and won’t run 
guys over, but he works hard off the puck. His skating, especially for his 
size, could use a few extra steps for the pros but he’s not slow. It’s why 
it’s hard to slot him onto an NHL team as of now, but his skill gives him a 
chance. 

96. Brandon Lisowsky, LW, Saskatoon (WHL) 

Apr. 13, 2004 | 5′ 8.25″ | 171 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lisowsky has been a productive junior player in the WHL 
the last two seasons, scoring a lot of goals for the Blades. He was the 
No. 9 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft, and was invited to Canada’s U18 
camp in the summer. 

Analysis: Lisowsky is a talented forward with very good puck skills, 
offensive creativity and a shot that is a weapon from range. His one-timer 
can regularly beat goalies from the faceoff dots. He is 5-foot-8 without 
much speed, although his edge and first step are strong and he can be 
quite elusive. Lisowsky shows flashes of good compete, but he can play 
too much on the perimeter and isn’t great defensively. His talent level 
gives him a chance to make it but ideally his skating gains a step. 

97. Ilya Kvochko, C, Magnitogorsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Feb. 22, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Kvochko has been a good junior player in Russia the last 
two years, and one of the rare decent center prospects they’ve 
developed in recent years. He was the No. 1 center for their U18 team 
when they won gold at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and played for the U18 
team as an underager as well. 

Analysis: Kvochko is a smart centerman who sees the ice well. He has 
strong one-on-one skills and can make tough plays in small areas. His 
skating is solid. He doesn’t have explosive speed but I’ve seen Kvochko 
pull away from checks and be elusive in open ice. He grinds well enough 
off the puck, but his size is his main issue in his NHL projection, given 
that his overall game isn’t dynamic. 

98. Justin Cote, LW, Drummondville (QMJHL) 

Jul. 11, 2004 | 5′ 6″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Cote was a solid scorer for Drummondville, although his 
numbers weren’t where you’d expect after an underage year where he 
scored 17 goals in 34 QMJHL games. He was a second-round pick in his 
QMJHL Draft, an invite to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer and played 
for Canada at the Youth Olympics several years ago. 

Analysis: Cote brings a lot of speed and skill to shifts. He has a quick-
twitch stride and is able to be very elusive from checks with his skating. 
He can make skilled plays on the move through defenders and to 
teammates. Cote also has a strong shot and can score from range. 
Despite all these assets, that Cote is 5-foot-6 makes his NHL path 
daunting. He has great speed but due to a lack of wingspan struggles to 
get around defensemen. He can also lot a lot of puck battles and be kept 
to the perimeter. 

99. Adam Engstrom, D, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Nov. 17, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
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Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Engstrom played all situations for a top junior team in 
Sweden in Djurgarden this season. 

Analysis: Engstrom has a lot of qualities that make him an interesting 
NHL prospect. He’s a 6-foot-2, fluid, powerful skater that can transition 
pucks up ice and close well on oncoming forwards. Offensively he 
doesn’t stand out, but he can make a decent outlet pass and has a hard 
point shot. Whether he excels enough at either end of the rink to carve 
out an NHL role is the debate with Engstrom, but his tool kit gives him a 
chance. 

100. Sandis Vilmanis, LW, Lulea Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 23, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Vilmanis didn’t put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior 
league, but he was quite good for Latvia internationally. He scored three 
points in five games for their U20 team and the world junior B pool, and 
was a leading player for their U18 team, helping them upset Sweden at 
the U18 Worlds. 

Analysis: Vilmanis is a player with a highly interesting talent level who 
impressed at the U18s versus his peers. He’s a decent-sized forward 
with good hands and playmaking ability. He’s a good enough skater, and 
is able to make plays with pace. Vilmanis has a decent finishing touch 
and can score from the circles. Off the puck he’s average, he won’t run 
guys over but isn’t afraid to play in traffic. His production doesn’t scream 
NHL player but the talent gives him a shot. 

101. Matthew Poitras, C, Guelph (OHL) 

Mar. 10, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Poitras played a significant role on a good OHL team this 
season in Guelph, lining up at center and wing. He was the 12th pick in 
his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Poitras brings a high skill and compete level to every shift. He’s 
able to manipulate pucks well in tight areas to create offense. He shows 
good instincts as a playmaker and can shoot the puck well enough to 
score from the dots. He’s not the biggest guy, but he works hard, wins 
puck battles and isn’t afraid to take a hit to generate chances. The main 
downside to his game other than his frame is his lack of speed and ability 
to separate from checks. For that reason I can’t yet see him as an 
NHL’er, but his skill and hustle gives him a shot. 

102. Jeremy Langlois, D, Cape Breton (QMJHL) 

Sep. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.0″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Langlois played significant minutes in all situations and put 
up strong scoring totals for Cape Breton, who finished last in the QMJHL. 
He was the 17th pick in his QMJHL Draft and was invited to Canada’s 
U18 team camp two years ago. 

Analysis: Langlois is interesting due to his hockey sense. He’s a very 
smart puck-mover who can hit seams at a high rate and run a power 
play. He also has a hard point shot and is an overall threat inside the 
offensive zone. He’s a 6-foot defenseman though who doesn’t skate or 
defend that well, which will be the main questions on him as he advances 
levels. 

103. Spencer Sova, D, Erie (OHL) 

Jan. 10, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Sova played a lot of minutes for Erie but didn’t have the 
offensive production some were expecting coming into the season. He 
was invited to Canada’s U18 team where he played a large role. He was 
also a standout at the Erie showcase held in the spring of 2021. He was 
the No. 8 pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Sova’s talent pops when you watch him on the ice. He’s an 
excellent skater with a powerful, fluid stride. Sova is easily able to escape 
forecheckers and turn pucks up ice due to his excellent edge work and 
speed. He shows good hands and is thus a threat off the rush and from 
the blue line on pinches. He has NHL talent, but he doesn’t make many 
plays, showing a lack of vision with the puck when he can’t use his 
skating to make plays. He’ll be able to defend fine in the pros due to his 
feet and average size but it’s hard to see what his NHL role would be 
because he’s not a standout at either end of the rink. 

104. Michael Fisher, D, St. Mark’S School (HIGH-MA) 

May. 2, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Fisher is committed to Northeastern. 

Analysis: Fisher’s athletic tools get scouts excited. He’s a 6-foot-2 
defenseman who can really skate. He shows great speed in transition 
and ability to maneuver off the offensive blue line due to his feet. He can 
also close on checks well and be reliable defensively. Fisher has a good 
point shot and shows flashes of skill, but his puck game in general is 
unreliable. He’s not a cerebral player with the puck and can force a lot of 
plays. His size and skating absolutely give him a chance to make it if he 
can become more dependable with the puck. 

105. Ludwig Persson, LW, Frolunda Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Oct. 8, 2003 | 6′ 0.0″ | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 
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Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: NHL average 

Background: Persson was a highly productive player in Sweden’s junior 
league this season and has played SHL games over the past two 
seasons for Frolunda. He played in a tournament for Sweden’s U20 team 
this past summer and in April, and was a notable part of their U18 team 
in the 2020-21 season. 

Analysis: Perrson is quite dangerous inside the offensive zone. He’s a 
highly-skilled winger who can make crafty plays through defenders. He 
shows very good vision to make tough plays off the perimeter and 
combined with a strong shot he’s able to run a power play. Persson is a 
great junior player, but given his average size and footspeed there are 
questions on how his game translates to the pros. 

106. Miko Matikka, RW, Jokerit Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Oct. 26, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Matikka had a tough first half between an injury in opening 
months and a slow start in Finland’s U20 league but his production 
picked up later in the year. He’s played for Finland’s U19 team this 
season and their U18 team the prior season in a notable role. He’s 
committed to the University of Denver. 

Analysis: Mattika is a tough evaluation. On his best shifts when you see a 
big winger who can dangle opponents and score goals it gets you excited 
about his potential. With the puck on his stick he can make a lot of tough 
plays, mostly as a handler but with flashes of playmaking. I find that A-
game quite inconsistent though. In part due to him lacking footspeed but 
in general I find he can fade into the background of games and not assert 
himself. He absolutely has a chance to become an NHL player if he can 
round out his game. 

107. Elias Pettersson, D, Orebro Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Feb. 16, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Pettersson played games in the SHL and Sweden’s J20 this 
season and played a notable role for Sweden’s U18 team. 

Analysis: Pettersson is a solid defender due to his size and mobility. He 
doesn’t shy from physical play as well. He’s able to close on checks 
effectively and kill a fair number of plays. His skating allows him to jump 
into attacks well too. Offensively he has a hard point shot/one-timer that 
is a threat, but overall Pettersson lacks much poise or skill with the puck. 
If he can make a good first pass he’s an NHL player but I need to see 
that more consistently. 

108. Daniil Orlov, D, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Dec. 21, 2003 | 6′ 2.0″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Orlov has played a large role for his junior team, logging 
minutes in all situations although his team was one of the lesser teams in 
the MHL’s Western Conference the last two seasons. 

Analysis: Orlov’s physical tools gives him a chance to make it. As a 6-
foot-2 defenseman who skates well there is some pro appeal there. He 
has some offense, showing a good shot, ability to use his feet to jump 
into attacks and flashes of skill. I wouldn’t call his puck play overly 
inspiring though and I have a hard time seeing him be a true puck-mover 
at higher levels. The size and skating allows him to defend well but the 
lack of skill and sense will push him as he advances to the pros. 

109. Mathew Ward, C, Swift Current (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 5′ 7.5″ | 156 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ward had a productive season in Swift Current after scoring 
a point per game as a 16 year old, and played all situations. He was also 
an important player for Canada’s U18 team in April. He was the 14th pick 
in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Ward is a skilled, intelligent winger who can make and finish 
plays. He’s not that big, but he works hard enough and killed penalties for 
Swift Current. As a barely 5-foot-8 player though while he’s a shifty 
skater I’d like to see more speed in Ward’s game for the pro level. 

110. Logan Morrison, C, Hamilton (OHL) 

Jul. 19, 2002 | 5’11.25″ | 179 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Morrison was a top scorer in the OHL in his 19-year-old 
season, being a big reason why Hamilton was a top team in the league. 

Analysis: Morrison is a talented offensive player who is dangerous inside 
the offensive zone. He sees the ice at a high level, showing a great abilty 
to find seams and create chances off the perimeter. He has a good shot 
but his passing stands out more. He’s a skilled player, but his speed is 
so-so. Not being the biggest guy also adds to questions of whether his 
game will work versus men. 

111. Cedrick Guindon, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Apr. 21, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 
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Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Guindon was a productive player for Owen Sound, scoring 
30 goals in 68 OHL games. He was the 10th pick in his OHL draft and 
was a summer U18 camp invite for Canada. 

Analysis: Guindon is a very good skater. He’s strong in transition due to 
his speed and skill and has a good shot as well. He lacks ideal NHL size, 
though, and while he has some offense he’s not a true driver of play with 
his skill and playmaking. What his NHL role would be is questionable but 
the talent is intriguing enough. 

112. Cole Knuble, RW, Fargo (USHL) 

Jul. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Knuble was a solid two-way player for Fargo in the USHL, 
lining up on both special teams regularly. He also scored four goals in 
four games for USA at the Hlinka Gretzky. He is the son of former NHLer 
Mike Knuble. 

Analysis: Knuble brings a lot of speed and energy to shifts. He competes 
very hard to win battles and is responsible defensively. Knuble lacks NHL 
size, but he plays fearlessly. He attacks the middle of the ice in the 
offensive zone and doesn’t shy from engaging physically. Knuble has 
good speed and puck skills, and some scoring touch, but he doesn’t 
make that many plays. As a smaller player, whether he has enough 
offense in his game is the main issue in his NHL projection. 

113. Semyon Sinyatkin, RW, Dynamo St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Mar. 14, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Semyon Sinyatkin was a solid junior player in Russia, 
scoring 21 goals in 55 MHL games and lining up on both special teams 
for a solid junior club. He also played a notable role on Russia’s U18 
team and their gold medal effort at the Hlinka Gretzky. 

Analysis: Semyon Sinyatkin isn’t an overly flashy player but he has a 
chance to be a solid two-way pro. He has a good skill and compete level. 
He creates offense around the hard areas of the ice, to go with good 
enough playmaking and a hard shot to create off the perimeter too. He’s 
a 5-foot-11 forward who isn’t a great skater so the question is whether 
there’s enough to his game to actually make it to the NHL. 

114. Fabian Wagner, C, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

May. 7, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Wagner was a solid junior player in Sweden scoring around 
a point per-game rate for his junior team and playing in some SHL 
games. He scored four points in five Hlinka Gretzky games too. 

Analysis: Wagner isn’t a very flashy player. He has moments of good 
individual skill where he can make a defender pass or make a tough pass 
but that isn’t his game. Wagner’s speed and work ethic are what will 
make him attractive to a pro team, as he will be asked to play a direct, 
simple game at higher levels and hopefully chip in some offense. Wagner 
lacks size, but he plays with courage and attacks the hard areas of the 
ice. He’s an NHL long shot but I still see a path for him. 

115. Angus Booth, D, Shawinigan (QMJHL) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 177 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Booth was a top-four defenseman for the QMJHL 
champions playing on both special teams. He was a fourth-round pick in 
his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Booth is a mobile defenseman with some skill who was an 
important two-way defenseman for Shawinigan. He has some talent, but I 
wouldn’t say his offensive touch pops and while he defends well in junior 
the question will be whether he can be a standout at either end of the rink 
to carve out an NHL role. 

116. Vladimir Grudinin, D, Cska 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Dec. 9, 2003 | 5′ 10.0″ | 158 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Grudinin was a part of one of the top junior teams in Russia. 
He got significant international time with Russia’s U20 team and senior 
national team including making the world juniors team. 

Analysis: Grudinin is a talented offensive defenseman. He has strong 
poise and skill with the puck, showing he can run a power play and 
create off the offensive blue line. He’s a decent skater. Grudinin shows 
enough speed to get past guys or away from pressure but it’s not 
amazing for a small guy. His edgework is excellent, although he relies on 
his 10-2 skating style too much. I have a hard time seeing him at his size 
and without great feet being a strong defender versus better players so 
it’s why he’s a “has a chance guy,” now for me. 

117. Hunter Haight, C, Barrie (OHL) 

Apr. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Haight was a solid player for Barrie but didn’t have the big 
year some expected coming into the season. He played at Canada’s U18 
camp and was the ninth pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: Haight is a highly-skilled forward. He shows strong one-on-one 
play with his stickhandling. He can make tough plays from the perimeter 
and is creative in small areas to generate offense. Haight lacks ideal 
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size, but he works hard enough off the puck and did kill penalties for 
Barrie. I see a guy who is undersized and just an OK skater who doesn’t 
produce a ton of offense and it’s hard to see what his NHL path is. The 
skill gives him a chance, but he has a long road ahead of him to help an 
NHL team. 

118. Jere Lassila, C, Jyp Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 8, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Lassila’s junior production wasn’t all that impressive this 
season. His best hockey was with Finland’s U18 team though, where he 
captained the age group and played a major role including eight points at 
the U18 worlds. 

Analysis: Lassila is a competitive center with excellent speed who can 
play with pace and make some plays. He is a smaller forward, though, 
whose skill level doesn’t really stand out as you’d like for a smaller 
player. He has a puncher’s chance because the way he plays translates 
to the pros. 

119. Otto Salin, D, Hifk Jr. (FINLAND-JR.) 

Mar. 7, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Salin missed most of the first half due to injury but when 
healthy he was a very good junior player at the Finland U20 level and for 
Finland’s U18 team. He also played up for HIFK’s pro team. 

Analysis: Salin is a skilled puck-moving defenseman. He shows great 
creativity as a handler to create off the rush and off the offensive blue 
line. He shows good poise to hold pucks for an extra second to make a 
play, and in general can help a power play. Salin’s main issues come on 
the defensive side of the puck. He’s fine in that regard as a junior, but 
with average mobility, a 5-foot-11 frame and a lack of physicality, 
whether he’ll be able to check NHL players is a whole other issue. His 
offense gives him a chance to play if he can round out his game. 

120. Nicholas Moldenhauer, RW, Chicago (USHL) 

May. 25, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Moldenhauer went to play for Chicago in the USHL after 
being a first-round pick in his OHL draft by the Ottawa 67’s. He was an 
invite to Canada’s summer U18 camp. 

Analysis: Moldenhauer is an excellent skater who can make highly skilled 
plays with \the puck with pace. He’s dangerous in transition and off 
entries, but I don’t see him as a really cerebral player who can make a lot 
of plays. As a 5-foot-10 forward I’d like to see more offense from him 
overall or be a true 200-foot guy. So despite NHL speed and skill his role 
is unclear. 

121. Tucker Robertson, C, Peterborough (OHL) 

Jun. 22, 2003 | 5′ 10.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Robertson had a highly productive second OHL season, 
being a top scorer in the league and scoring 40 goals after missing his 
draft-eligible season due to the OHL not playing. He was invited to 
Canada’s 2023 world junior camp. 

Analysis: Robertson is a highly-skilled and intelligent forward who can 
make a lot of tough plays. He can make the flashy plays with the puck, 
but despite his 5-foot-11 frame he’s not afraid from going to the tough 
areas of the offensive zone to create offense. He also killed penalties this 
season. His main issue, other than his frame, is his lack of speed which 
makes him a longshot. 

122. Dylan Silverstein, G, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Feb. 7, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 179 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Silverstein had an up and down season with the U.S. NTDP 
program. His ups were very good though and led to him making the USA 
world juniors team as a 17-year-old. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Silverstein is a talented, competitive goaltender. He has very 
good athleticism in goal to make tough stops, showing the quick-twitch in 
his lower half to get across quickly and challenge shooters well. 
Silverstein makes good reads and squares up plays, and also battles well 
to get to second chances when he doesn’t make the clean save. The 
only real drawback to his game is his 6-foot frame and his so-so save 
percentage as a junior player. 

123. Ruslan Gazizov, LW, London (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Gazizov transferred from Russia to Canada to play with 
London after a slow start in Avangard and was better in the OHL. He was 
a top player for Russia’s U18 team when they won gold at the Hlinka 
Gretzky. 

Analysis: Gazizov is a very skilled playmaking winger. He is a pass-first 
type player who can run a power play off the half-wall. He connects on 
seam passes at a high rate. Gazizov also displays good hands and ability 
to create in small areas. He competes well enough, he’s not overly 
physical but plays without fear. Gazizov isn’t the biggest or fastest 
forward though and without elite offense it’s tough to project him onto an 
NHL lineup. 

124. Isaiah George, D, London (OHL) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
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Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: George was a top-four defenseman for London this season. 
He didn’t put up gaudy point totals but got almost no power-play time. He 
was the 68th pick in his OHL draft. 

Analysis: George is a mobile defenseman who plays well in his own end 
of the rink due to his strong gap control and compete level. He can kill a 
lot of rushes and break up plays. George shows some flashes of skill with 
the puck with a hard point shot but I wouldn’t call him a natural puck 
mover. He can at times force plays. The skating gives him a chance to 
play but he’ll need to show a more reliable first pass along with offensive 
blue line play to be a regular NHL player. 

125. Jack Devine, RW, Denver (NCHC) 

Oct. 1, 2003 | 5′ 11.0″ | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Devine got a regular shift on a top college team after being 
a very good junior over two USHL seasons with the U.S. NTDP. 

Analysis: Devine can make a lot of things happen with the puck on his 
stick. He possesses excellent stick skills and vision. He can help a power 
play with his playmaking, and can create at even strength due to his skill 
level. He’s a 5-foot-11 forward without much quickness, though. The 
stride looked quite wonky coming up, I think he’s cleaned up some of that 
but he still lacks much separation. Devine also has no real track record of 
scoring goals as a forward which is a concern. 

126. Antonin Verreault, LW, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jul. 28, 2004 | 5′ 7.75″ | 162 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: Verreault was an important forward for Gatineau this 
season although he probably didn’t score at the rate you expected after 
being a near point per game as a 16-year-old in the QMJHL. He was the 
second pick in his QMJHL draft and was a U18 summer camp invite for 
Canada. 

Analysis: Verreault’s game is about skill, creativity and playmaking. He 
shows great ability to improvise and create for his teammates and can 
play the half-wall on a power play. He’s a pass-first type of player who 
needs to work on his finishing. Verreault is a shifty, elusive skater but 
lacks the great top-end speed you’d like at that size. For that reason I 
see him as a bit of a long shot but the skill gives him a prayer to make it. 

127. Brett Brochu, G, London (OHL) 

Sep. 9, 2002 | 5′ 11″ | 182 pounds | Catches right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Background: Brochu was one of the top goaltenders in the OHL as a 
third-year draft eligible and made Canada’s world juniors team. 

Analysis: Brochu a very small goalie by NHL standards, which is an issue 
and the first thing scouts will point to. Brochu is very quick, though, in his 
side-to-side movements. He can get to tough pucks consistently. He 
does so while not ever looking rattled in the net, making a lot of great 
reads and anticipating the play at a high level. With his frame he’ll need 
to prove it as a pro but I can see an outside chance he makes it. 

128. Dominic James, C, Minnesota-Duluth (NCHC) 

Jul. 3, 2002 | 5′ 9.25″ | 184 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Background: James played a significant role on the NCHC champions, 
lining up on both special teams. He made the USA World Junior team as 
well and was a regular for that team before the tournament shut down. 

Analysis: James is a very strong skater who competes at a high level. 
After going undrafted twice, he stood out in college due to that speed and 
tenacity. He’s a smart player with the puck, but he doesn’t have much 
offensive touch and he lacks ideal size for a pro. He has a chance to 
make the NHL but he’s a bit of a longshot. 

129. Maxim Barbashev, LW, Moncton (QMJHL) 

Dec. 18, 2003 | 6′ 0.75″ | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Barbashev, the brother of Blues forward Ivan Barbashev, 
scored at a solid rate and was an important player for Moncton this 
season. His scoring rate dipped a bit from his previous season in 
Moncton where he was a point per-game player in 10 games. 

Analysis: Barbashev is a skilled, competitive forward. There are moments 
you watch him and he can excite you with some of the plays he can 
make. My concern with him is a lack of speed and while he has some 
offense, he doesn’t drive the play or see the ice at a high level. 

130. Sergei Ivanov, G, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 165 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: High-end 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Ivanov has been a very good junior goalie versus his peers 
and internationally including being named top goalie of the U18 World 
Championship as a 16-year-old. He helped lead SKA’s MHL team to a 
title with a .931 save percentage in the playoffs. He also got games late 
in the season for Russia’s U20 team. 

Analysis: Ivanov is a highly-athletic and intelligent goalie who can make 
difficult saves, At the junior level he can make a difference, but as a 5-
foot-11 goalie it’s questionable if the talent level is high enough for the 
NHL. 

131. Hugo Havelid, G, Linkoping Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 170 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Havelid had a great season being the top goalie in 
Sweden’s junior league, helping lead Linkoping to a championship. He 
was the best goalie at the U18 Worlds, also helping lead Sweden to a 
gold medal there. He’s the twin brother of fellow draft eligible Mattias 
Havelid. 

Analysis: Havelid is a smart, technically refined goalie. He reads the play 
at a high level and is quite efficient with his movements in the net. He has 
good enough athleticism to make some tough stops, but it never feels 
like he scrambles or has to jump around the net that much. He has pro 
assets, but his 5-foot-10 frame is a major issue and makes his NHL 
projection quite questionable given he’s not a true elite athlete like 
Nashville’s Juuse Saros. 

Corey Pronman’s 2022 NHL Draft Ranking 

Rank Player Position Team League 

1 

Juraj Slafkovsky 

LW 

Tps 

FINLAND 

2 

Shane Wright 

C 

Kingston 

OHL 

3 

Logan Cooley 

C 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

4 

David Jiricek 

D 

Plzen 

CZREP 

5 

Simon Nemec 

D 

Nitra 

SLOVAKIA 

6 

Cutter Gauthier 

LW 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

7 

Joakim Kemell 

RW 

Jyp 

FINLAND 

8 

Matthew Savoie 

C 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

9 

Marco Kasper 

C 

Rogle 

SWEDEN 

10 

Danila Yurov 

RW 

Magnitogorsk 

RUSSIA 

11 

Jonathan Lekkerimaki 

RW 

Djurgarden 

SWEDEN 

12 

Nathan Gaucher 

C 

Quebec 

QMJHL 

13 

Ivan Miroshnichenko 

LW 

Omsk Krylia 

RUSSIA-2 

14 

Denton Mateychuk 

D 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

15 

Brad Lambert 

C 

Pelicans 

FINLAND 

16 

Reid Schaefer 

LW 

Seattle 
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WHL 

17 

Lian Bichsel 

D 

Leksand 

SWEDEN 

18 

Rutger McGroarty 

RW 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

19 

Kevin Korchinski 

D 

Seattle 

WHL 

20 

Jiri Kulich 

C 

Karlovy Vary 

CZREP 

21 

Pavel Mintyukov 

D 

Saginaw 

OHL 

22 

Frank Nazar 

C 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

23 

Conor Geekie 

C 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

24 

Lane Hutson 

D 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

25 

Mattias Havelid 

D 

Linkoping Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

26 

Owen Pickering 

D 

Swift Current 

WHL 

27 

Luca Del Bel Belluz 

C 

Mississauga 

OHL 

28 

Liam Ohgren 

LW 

Djurgarden Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

29 

Jimmy Snuggerud 

RW 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

30 

Noah Ostlund 

C 

Djurgarden Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

31 

Ryan Chesley 

D 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

32 

Jagger Firkus 

RW 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

33 

Isaac Howard 

LW 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

34 

Filip Mesar 

RW 

Poprad 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 6, 2022 

 

SLOVAKIA 

35 

Jani Nyman 

RW 

Koovee 

FINLAND-2 

36 

Ryan Greene 

C 

Green Bay 

USHL 

37 

Danil Zhilkin 

C 

Guelph 

OHL 

38 

Filip Bystedt 

C 

Linkoping Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

39 

Cameron Lund 

C 

Green Bay 

USHL 

40 

Tristan Luneau 

D 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

41 

Viktor Neuchev 

LW 

Yekaterinburg 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

42 

Mats Lindgren 

D 

Kamloops 

WHL 

43 

Miguel Tourigny 

D 

Acadie-Bathurst 

QMJHL 

44 

Maveric Lamoureux 

D 

Drummondville 

QMJHL 

45 

Julian Lutz 

LW 

Munchen 

GERMANY 

46 

Arseni Koromyslov 

D 

Ska St. Petersburg 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

47 

Jack Hughes 

C 

Northeastern 

H-EAST 

48 

Bryce Mcconnell-Barker 

C 

Sault Ste. Marie 

OHL 

49 

Seamus Casey 

D 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

50 

Sam Rinzel 

D 

Chaska 

HIGH-MN 

51 

Gleb Trikozov 

LW 

Omsk 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

52 

Owen Beck 

C 

Mississauga 
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OHL 

53 

Kasper Kulonummi 

D 

Jokerit Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

54 

Elias Salomonsson 

D 

Skelleftea Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

55 

Tomas Hamara 

D 

Tappara Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

56 

Simon Forsmark 

D 

Orebro 

SWEDEN 

57 

Cruz Lucius 

RW 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

58 

Rieger Lorenz 

LW 

Okotoks 

AJHL 

59 

Alexander Perevalov 

LW 

Yaroslavl 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

60 

Topias Leinonen 

G 

Jyp Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

61 

Tyler Brennan 

G 

Prince George 

WHL 

62 

Jordan Gustafson 

C 

Seattle 

WHL 

63 

Adam Sykora 

LW 

Nitra 

SLOVAKIA 

64 

Fraser Minten 

C 

Kamloops 

WHL 

65 

Dylan James 

LW 

Sioux City 

USHL 

66 

Connor McClennon 

RW 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

67 

David Goyette 

C 

Sudbury 

OHL 

68 

Kirill Dolzhenkov 

RW 

Cska 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

69 

Matyas Sapovaliv 

C 

Saginaw 

OHL 

70 

Devin Kaplan 

RW 

Usa U-18 
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NTDP 

71 

Daniil Ivanov 

D 

Spartak 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

72 

Jack Sparkes 

D 

St. Michaels 

OJHL 

73 

Topi Ronni 

C 

Tappara Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

74 

Calle Odelius 

D 

Djurgarden Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

75 

Ty Nelson 

D 

North Bay 

OHL 

76 

Adam Ingram 

 

C 

Youngstown 

USHL 

77 

Artem Duda 

D 

Cska 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

78 

Ben MacDonald 

C 

Noble & Greenough 

HIGH-MA 

79 

Jace Weir 

D 

Red Deer 

WHL 

80 

Quinn Finley 

LW 

Madison 

USHL 

81 

Josh Filmon 

LW 

Swift Current 

WHL 

82 

Aleksanteri Kaskimaki 

C 

Hifk Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

83 

Noah Warren 

D 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

84 

Gavin Hayes 

LW 

Flint 

OHL 

85 

Christian Kyrou 

D 

Erie 

OHL 

86 

Paul Ludwinski 

C 

Kingston 

OHL 

87 

Jorian Donovan 

D 

Hamilton 

OHL 

88 

Michael Milne 

LW 
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Winnipeg 

WHL 

89 

Semyon Demidov 

LW 

Ska St. Petersburg 2 

MHL 

90 

Jake Livanavage 

D 

Chicago 

USHL 

91 

Jordan Dumais 

RW 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

92 

Matthew Seminoff 

RW 

Kamloops 

WHL 

93 

Servac Petrovsky 

C 

Owen Sound 

OHL 

94 

Michael Buchinger 

D 

Guelph 

OHL 

95 

Vinzenz Rohrer 

C 

Ottawa 

OHL 

96 

Brandon Lisowsky 

LW 

Saskatoon 

WHL 

97 

Ilya Kvochko 

C 

Magnitogorsk 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

98 

Justin Cote 

LW 

Drummondville 

QMJHL 

99 

Adam Engstrom 

D 

Djurgarden Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

100 

Sandis Vilmanis 

LW 

Lulea Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

101 

Matthew Poitras 

C 

Guelph 

OHL 

102 

Jeremy Langlois 

D 

Cape Breton 

QMJHL 

103 

Spencer Sova 

D 

Erie 

OHL 

104 

Michael Fisher 

D 

St. Mark'S School 

HIGH-MA 

105 

Ludwig Persson 

LW 

Frolunda Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

106 

Miko Matikka 

RW 
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Jokerit Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

107 

Elias Pettersson 

D 

Orebro Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

108 

Daniil Orlov 

D 

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

109 

Mathew Ward 

C 

Swift Current 

WHL 

110 

Logan Morrison 

C 

Hamilton 

OHL 

111 

Cedrick Guindon 

LW 

Owen Sound 

OHL 

112 

Cole Knuble 

RW 

Fargo 

USHL 

113 

Semyon Sinyatkin 

RW 

Dynamo St. Petersburg 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

114 

Fabian Wagner 

C 

Linkoping Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 

115 

Angus Booth 

D 

Shawinigan 

QMJHL 

116 

Vladimir Grudinin 

D 

Cska 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

117 

Hunter Haight 

C 

Barrie 

OHL 

118 

Jere Lassila 

C 

Jyp Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

119 

Otto Salin 

D 

Hifk Jr. 

FINLAND-JR. 

120 

Nicholas Moldenhauer 

RW 

Chicago 

USHL 

121 

Tucker Robertson 

C 

Peterborough 

OHL 

122 

Dylan Silverstein 

G 

Usa U-18 

NTDP 

123 

Ruslan Gazizov 

LW 

London 

OHL 

124 

Isaiah George 

D 
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London 

OHL 

125 

Jack Devine 

RW 

Denver 

NCHC 

126 

Antonin Verreault 

LW 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

127 

Brett Brochu 

G 

London 

OHL 

128 

Dominic James 

C 

Minnesota-Duluth 

NCHC 

129 

Maxim Barbashev 

LW 

Moncton 

QMJHL 

130 

Sergei Ivanov 

G 

Ska St. Petersburg 2 

RUSSIA-JR. 

131 

Hugo Havelid 

G 

Linkoping Jr. 

SWEDEN-JR. 
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Draft prospect Marco Kasper offers ‘a great engine’ and a fun off-ice 
talent 

 

Eric Stephens 

 

Marco Kasper has become, of all things, a juggler. And he is getting 
adept at it. 

“Pretty decent,” he said with a modest tone. “Getting better, I would say.” 

How good is he? Three balls at one time? Four? Five? 

“Four is too hard,” Kasper said. “I’ve tried it. But three I can do for quite a 
bit of time. If I focus on it, I can do it for a minute or so.” 

Fear not, the 18-year-old hockey player is not making a sudden detour 
toward a skill more fit for a kid’s birthday party or a circus act. But the 
learned skill does play into the sport he’s working toward mastering. 
Kasper took up juggling to improve his hand-eye coordination. And as he 
has continued to develop, starting in his native Austria and now in 
Sweden, as the heady forward uses that know-how to tip pucks in front of 
the net. It’s an area where he loves to play. 

That’s only part of Kasper’s repertoire, which will make him a sure-fire 
selection in the first round of next week’s NHL Draft at Montreal’s Bell 
Centre. Hanging around the net to tip point shots or put in loose pucks 
before the opposing goalie and defenders can find them is all part of his 
determination to disrupt, to do damage. He has the attributes that a team 
would want in an offensive forward: strong skating, a sturdy 6-foot-2 big-
league frame, an underrated hard shot and a willingness to play in the 
tough areas. He knows how to finish from in close. 

Perhaps above all, Kasper possesses what Rögle BK Ängelholm coach 
Cam Abbott calls “a great engine,” which made him a valued member of 
their top Swedish Hockey League pro club and, potentially, of an NHL 
team. Add in adaptability to what Abbott needs out of Kasper in a system 
that stresses 200-foot play, and you have a player who coaches can 
readily trust. 

“He’s a smart player,” said Abbott, who first met Kasper at the end of 
2019. “Very smart. He competes really hard. … He’s not one to force his 
skill set on the team. He has a very selfless way of playing. When that is 
the case for whatever team he’s playing for – and he transported the 
puck more even for us this season – with his feet moving, his skill level is 
going to show even greater than I think it did this year. But that wasn’t 
what was going to get him in those positions and the ice time he was 
looking for in the way that we needed to win. 

“I think the skill level is 100 percent there. In my opinion, the finish rate — 
and when he gets in those situations more, it’s going to show well.” 

Abbott touches on the things that could make Kasper a fan favorite for 
the team that drafts him – and what could mark his ceiling in that team’s 
lineup. 

It doesn’t take long to see that Kasper is a worker when he gets on the 
ice, a player who is in engage mode and in full pursuit when the goal is to 
get the puck. The tenacity also extends to when he isn’t taking full strides 
across the ice, such as in front of the net, where he loves to hover and 
absorb pressure from the opposition to make it tougher for netminders to 
do their job. 

But it is also apparent that Kasper isn’t a gifted passer or a necessarily 
imaginative facilitator when he has the puck. That isn’t a knock, as some 
players are simply better at some aspects of the overall offensive game 
than others. His combination of size and skating will make him a nice fit 
on an NHL club, but it doesn’t put him head and shoulders above his 
fellow players who will go in the first round. To put it plainly, the Austrian 
is good in many areas without being exceptional in one, and that may be 
why he could last until somewhere between pick No. 11 and No. 20 
rather than be among the first 10 names off the board. 

One team could make that leap to take him, though. Where he winds up 
being chosen isn’t something Kasper worries about. 

“I actually have no clue,” he said. “I can look at all those rankings and all 
that, but I know that’s not how it’s going to be. I’m not trying to focus on 
where exactly I’m going to go.” 

What he has done over the last 12 months has helped propel him into the 
position of joining Marco Rossi as the second Austrian in the last three 
years to be a first-round draft pick. Kasper emerged as an important 
player for Rögle, a first-place SHL club in the regular season. His best 
work came in the postseason as Abbott leaned on him more, doling out a 
three-minute increase in ice time and putting him in more offensive 
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situations. Kasper responded with three goals and three assists in 13 
playoff contests. 

The point total may not seem impressive at first blush, but Kasper’s per-
game average jumped from 0.24 to 0.46 between the regular season and 
playoffs in a league well-reputed for being difficult to post huge offensive 
numbers. That’s particularly for an 18-year-old, which Kasper only 
became in early April. 

“You want all your players to play their best hockey at the end of the 
season,” Abbott said. “For Marco, I think that was especially true. 
Through his progression, through the whole season. And then from 
January onwards — particularly I would say March towards – things at 
that age kind of click at times and I think for him they did. The confidence 
grew and (it’s) also realizing that he’s got an engine that not a lot of guys 
can match, and his compete level. How hard he works on every puck and 
on the back side of the puck as well. 

“Naturally he’s pushing guys to try and keep up the same work rate he 
has, which not many guys can do that, combined with the skill level that 
he has.” 

That was followed by returning to the Austrian national team for the IIHF 
World Championships. Kasper logged even more ice time – it fluctuated 
between 14:44 and 20:04 over seven games – and chipped in a couple 
of assists for a country that was more competitive than in other 
international tournaments, with wins against Czechia and Great Britain 
while also taking the United States to overtime. Austria’s worst loss was 
a 3-0 defeat to eventual gold medalist Finland. 

“It was really good for our country and for hockey in Austria,” Kasper 
said. “I think it’s important.” 

It was important for him as well. Craig Button, a former NHL general 
manager who is the scouting and draft expert for TSN, noted the growth 
that Kasper made in both realms. 

“When he’s playing for Austria — and he played for them at the world 
juniors as a 16-year-old and 17-year-old — Austria doesn’t have the puck 
a lot,” Button said. “You’re a player now and then they count on you, 
when you do have the puck, to do something that most of your other 
players can’t do. One of the things I’ve always liked about Marco is he’s 
got initiative. You just talked about competing. He’s got initiative. As a 16-
year-old, he didn’t have the physical maturity. Even at 17, you could see 
the maturation process was ongoing. 

“It’s hard to play in the Swedish Elite League. It’s hard. Those are older, 
experienced people. Players. And I’ve seen a real progression this year. 
The physical maturation is there. Now he has confidence. Now he knows 
that he can go and push his way into areas. If you’re not strong enough, 
you’re not going to feel confident about pushing your way into certain 
areas of the ice. But as you get stronger, you know that you’re better able 
to win those battles. You’re better able to take advantage.” 

Earning more of Abbott’s trust was something that drove Kasper. He 
made his debut with the parent Rögle club in 2020-21 after playing on the 
system’s junior teams. It was only 10 games, but it set him up for this 
past season, when he dressed in 46 of their 52 contests plus 13 more in 
the playoffs despite being the team’s youngest player. 

“I just tried to get the small details right,” Kasper said. “Getting more 
confidence from the coaches for sure helps my own confidence in the 
games. I just tried to make plays and I think in the playoffs, my intensity 
really helped the team really good.” 

With Rögle, Kasper played on the wing. Center is where Abbott and 
others see him eventually in the NHL, with his size and commitment to a 
200-foot game aiding him in developing as a pivot. 

“I think he’s a smart player that has the qualities to be a centerman,” 
Abbott said. “You can say he’s a natural center that’s been playing the 
wing for us because that’s where in our league he was going to break in 
and get some minutes. But I think you’ll see him in the middle at times 
this year likely and we’ll see how things develop. Capable of playing the 
middle, for sure.” 

Though he doesn’t see the kind of skills that would make Kasper an elite 
performer, Button concurred on Kasper’s ability to flourish in the middle. 

“Good centermen know where to distribute the puck,” he said. “They 
know where to get the puck. They know who to get it to. They’ve got the 
good hands. They can make plays on the move. The vision, the 
creativity. Everything that goes with being productive as a center, I think 
Marco has those. He’s got good puck skills. He’s got a good mind. He’s 
got good vision. He’s got a diligence to his play. He’s on the puck. He 
can make plays in tight. 

“If you’re a winger, for me, you might be looking for more of a 
ruggedness or straight-out speed or a shot, where you’re that top-notch 
goal scorer. I don’t see them in him. But I see the elements to be a really 
good pivot. A really good, solid pivot.” 

If next week proves to be the launching point to an NHL career, Kasper 
can serve as an example to younger Austrian hockey players as others 
did who came before him. Just 16 Austrian citizens have played in the 
NHL, with Thomas Vanek, Michael Grabner and Michael Raffl as the 
most notable. Raffl, 33, is the only one active, having spent last season 
with Dallas. 

And Kasper is part of the next wave of prospects from the European 
country of 9 million inhabitants. Rossi, who was the ninth pick in the 2020 
draft, made his NHL debut with Minnesota in January. Vinzenz Rohrer, 
who plays for the Ottawa 67s in Canadian major junior, could go early on 
this draft’s second day. Defensemen Thimo Nickl (Anaheim) and Ben 
Baumgartner (New Jersey) were two other 2020 picks who are currently 
playing overseas. 

Button likens what may be possible with Rossi and Kasper at the front of 
this batch of Austrian prospects to what Leon Draisaitl’s success has 
done for German hockey. The nation also has now produced young 
standouts Moritz Seider – the newest Calder Trophy winner – and Tim 
Stützle. Lukas Reichel and JJ Peterka made their debuts for Chicago and 
Buffalo, respectively, last season. 

Perspective must be added, of course, as Draisaitl is a recent Hart 
Trophy winner and is one of the NHL’s top players. But, as Button said, 
“You never know. Often, it’s that element that kind of spurs a bit of a 
surge. Kids need to see those (players) that are already there. They 
know it’s possible. It’s tangible. They have a commonality.” 

The excitement about Kasper’s big moment will only increase as the next 
handful of days peel away. Soon, he’ll be inside the home of the Montreal 
Canadiens, trying to stay calm amid the anticipation. Kasper said he has 
talked with every NHL team except Carolina and been run through the 
gamut of questions. “It’s hard to tell who really liked me or who didn’t like 
me that much,” he said. 

What kind of player will the team that does call his name get? 

“They will be getting an all-around player that really competes hard,” he 
said. “One who wants to win every time and help the team. Just a smart 
player that combines skill and toughness.” 

Competing isn’t just limited to hockey. It’s table tennis. Board games. 
Pregame soccer. Juggling, even if that skill needs to be better and the 
only triumph is with himself. It is as natural to Kasper as breathing. 

“You have to have fun, too,” he said, “but winning is fun as well.” 
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Why 2022 NHL Draft prospect Lian Bichsel is ‘one of a kind’ 

 

Joshua Kloke 

 

Lian Bichsel can’t remember the NHL team that asked the question. But 
he certainly remembers the strangest question he heard when being 
interviewed by all 32 NHL teams: Which animal best fits you as a person 
and a player? 

The question resonated with Bichsel not just because it was different 
from the standard questions about his style of play and his hopes for his 
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hockey career, but because the answer came to him quickly and 
therefore provided genuine, revealing insight into the towering, 6-foot-5, 
225-pound Swiss defender. 

“A gorilla,” he remembers telling the NHL team. 

“On the ice, a gorilla is strong. He likes to fight. He’s heavy,” Bichsel, a 
very likely first-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, told The Athletic, just as 
he told the NHL team. “But also, a gorilla can be calm, he can be chill, he 
can be alone. That’s the perfect match.” 

Turns out, his reasoning was bang on: On the ice, Bichsel has the 
attributes and playing style very few of his peers in this year’s draft class 
have. He is one of the tallest and heaviest skaters available in the draft. 
And he backs up that size with a love for aggressively physical play but 
also with decent skating, puck-moving ability and an ever-evolving 
offensive game, as evidenced by his goal from earlier this year in the 
Champions League: 

Off the ice, Bichsel is a remarkably mature 18-year-old who, after a 
nearly a full season playing with Leksands in Sweden’s SHL, far away 
from his hometown of Olten, Switzerland, grew up very quickly. 

And now, blessed with physical tools and that maturity, Bichsel is ready 
to take the next step in his game and move to North American 
professional hockey. 

Too much too soon? Not for a player that his Leksands coach, Bjorn 
Hellkvist, confidently calls “one of a kind.” 

When Lian Bichsel was just 17, he had a decision to make: stay a short 
drive from his hometown of Olten and keep trying to crack the senior 
team with EHC Biel/Bienne in Switzerland’s National League, or head 
abroad. 

Staying in Switzerland would mean staying around his family, including 
his two brothers, and the comforts of home. But, Bichsel believed, it also 
might have restricted his development. He’d spent the 2020-21 season 
playing for Biel-Bienne’s Under-20 team, logging 28 points in 45 games. 
Not bad for a defenceman who was still learning the offensive side of the 
game. He played just four games with the senior team, but wanted more 
playing time against professionals, or at least against stiffer competition. 
He believed that would be the only way his game could evolve ahead of 
the NHL Draft. 

But he didn’t think that was going to come in Switzerland. 

“I gave (EHC Biel/Bienne) the chance to do something with me, and they 
didn’t,” said Bichsel, matter-of-factly. 

Bichsel’s maturity is evident in the way he doesn’t couch his statements. 
He’s aggressive in his pursuits, just as he is aggressive on the ice. He 
says his former team’s lack of interest in playing young players is part of 
“the way things are in Switzerland.” 

“They don’t want to go too fast (with young players),” he said. “I don’t 
understand it. When you’re young, you have really no chance to play in 
the first team.” 

Bichsel could have played in the CHL, but instead there was a more 
appealing offer from Leksands in Sweden. There was a spot on 
Leksands’ senior team if he was ready for it, and there was also the 
focus on development that many teams throughout Sweden are known 
for. 

“I wanted a new challenge,” said Bichsel. “I wanted to go away.” 

So Bichsel made the journey nearly 2,000 km north to a small town in 
Sweden. Being away from home suited him. Bichsel was always the child 
who preferred sitting at the adult table, as it were. He liked playing games 
with adults, wanted to be involved in their conversations, and always 
wanted to play in older age groups on the ice as well. He was one of only 
three 16-year-olds playing on Biel-Bienne’s Under-20 team. 

It was no surprise then that in Sweden, Bichsel’s maturity shone. 

“I know how to cook, I know how to clean and I like to be alone 
sometimes. It was just the right thing for me to learn about myself,” said 
Bichsel. 

Bichsel’s specialty in the kitchen? 

“Risotto,” he said, with a faint whiff of a humblebrag. 

Wait, risotto? The dish that famously takes time and effort to cook? Not 
what you might typically expect from a 17-year-old. 

“You need patience,” Bichsel said of cooking risotto, with a tone more 
reminiscent of a 50-year-old trying to teach his children how to cook for 
the first time. “I like to cook. It brings me away from hockey.” 

There were indeed times when Bichsel needed to take a step back from 
hockey. Because in his first year as a professional, life came at him fast, 
and he grew up quickly in a short amount of time. 

In the Leksands locker room, the conversations skewed into topics 
Bichsel wasn’t always familiar with: family, babies and the like. But 
instead of cowering, Bichsel found himself sticking to the veterans, in his 
efforts to, in his words, “be a man.” 

Bichsel thinks back to his time playing on junior teams and how, with 
younger players, the goal was to always do “more and more.” That meant 
staying on the ice long after practice shooting, in his estimation, “100 
pucks.” 

But around seasoned pros, he learned a valuable lesson: “With men, you 
just do the right stuff…right.” 

“You don’t have to shoot 100 pucks,” he said. “You can shoot five pucks, 
take a rest, then shoot again. You have to pay attention to the details. 
Watch where you want to shoot.” 

Alongside veterans, he found himself talking about the game in a 
different light, and picking apart his game with a thoroughness he never 
had previously. He watched the way long-time pros broke down 
opposition players, and began studying other games far more fervently, 
including as many NHL games as he could. 

Bichsel found himself watching the way every defenceman played while 
looking to take the “best out of every player.” 

Our conversation takes place during the Stanley Cup final, and Bichsel 
quickly answers when asked what he wants to steal from one of the 
NHL’s best blueliners, Victor Hedman: “His calmness. He’s so cool when 
he got the puck, or how he finds always a good play or how he skates to 
an open play. I think this is what I can take out of it of him.” 

The way he looked at the game, and implemented subtle changes, be it 
swifter puck movement or improving his positioning on the ice to better 
close down on the opposition, Hellkvist had no problem deploying the 17-
year-old for an average of 11:48 TOI a game because, in part, “he’s fairly 
agile, even though he is enormous.” Bichsel also ended up being named 
to Switzerland’s world juniors roster before the tournament was 
cancelled. 

Swiss defender Lian Bichsel (20 White, RD) just going for a casual skate 
in the SHL. I love what the defender brings to the ice. Solid in his own 
end, physical, and never quits. A little flash of flair in his game doesn't 
hurt either.@FCHockey | #2022NHLDraft pic.twitter.com/yRLTvGeZw0 

— Josh Bell (@JoshuaBell31) January 11, 2022 

“(Bichsel) has upside offensively,” said Hellkvist. “He is one of those 
defencemen who sets up the first pass. He always breaks out of his own 
zone under control. He doesn’t chip pucks out. Instead, he finds tape.” 

Yet beyond the way he plays, it is the maturity that has become Bichsel’s 
hallmark that not only gave Hellkvist confidence in playing him, but 
confidence about his future as a high-impact defenceman. 

“Most young defencemen, when you lean over on the bench and tell 
them, ‘Hey, you had a really shitty gap there. You’ve got to fix that,’ they 
say, ‘Yes.’ Lian asks me, ‘Why did I have a shitty gap?’ So he doesn’t 
settle with me just telling him he has a shitty gap. He wants to know why, 
so he can fix it,” said Hellkvist. 

“That’s the biggest difference,” Hellkvist adds when comparing Bichsel to 
other young defencemen he’s worked with in the past. 

His longtime trainer, Jesper Ollas saw just how much Bichsel had 
evolved from a defenceman who wanted to play offensively in 
Switzerland, to one who leaned into his strengths and attributes in 
Sweden and became more of a prototypical defensive defenceman. 
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“In the best way, he can be an all-round defenceman,” said Ollas. “He 
can create offensively and be a strong defenceman at the same time.” 

What that meant was Bichsel playing with a meanness in the SHL that he 
didn’t always show in junior hockey. 

“I’ve never told him to be mean,” said Hellkvist. “I just told him to use his 
size.” 

Bichsel laughs when asked about the mean streak he shows on the ice. 
It’s just one side of his inner gorilla coming out. 

“I like it,” he said, simply, of laying a monster hit or playing physically 
after the whistles. “I like to compete.” 

Hellkvist said he’s heard there are opposition players who preferred not 
to be on the ice when the young defenceman hops over the boards. 

“And these are grown men,” said Hellkvist. “(Bichsel) does not back 
down. He’s tough for real.” 

It’s difficult to predict where Bichsel will land in the draft. Opinion is 
divided, in no small part because the offence in his game is a work in 
progress. 

The Athletic’s Corey Pronman has him ranked 15th on his list of the 
NHL’s top prospects heading into the draft, while Scott Wheeler has him 
ranked 51st. 

“I think you look at some of the big, mobile, physical defensemen in the 
final four this season,” wrote Pronman, mentioning K’Andre Miller of the 
New York rangers and Darnell Nurse of the Edmonton Oilers, “I think 
Bichsel can be the next one of those and you see how valuable those 
kinds of players can be in the playoffs as long as they have basic NHL 
puck-moving ability.” 

“I’m not convinced that: A) He hasn’t been rushed up levels and will see 
his game with the puck suffer as a result and B) He isn’t another player 
whose physical makeup is overselling him,” wrote Wheeler. 

The NHL team that does select him will obviously do so because of the 
physical tools he has, and their belief that there is offence in his game. It 
just has to be properly nurtured. 

“In Leksands, I got the ice time,” Bichsel said. “And you see the results.” 

Getting some eyes on towering, Swiss-born defender Lian Bichsel today 
and good lord pic.twitter.com/PnzFPyVCbh 

— /Cam Robinson/ (@Hockey_Robinson) December 12, 2021 

Bichsel knows his offensive game has to improve, and that while skating, 
his mobility can be smoother. A concussion forced him out for a month in 
the second half of the season, including for the world under-18 
championships, but Bichsel’s training has resumed in full. 

These are deficiencies Bichsel doesn’t run from. And so what an NHL 
team will get in Bichsel is a player who is willing to learn, be a true 
professional and of course, play with the relentless physicality of a gorilla 
in a way not every teenager can. 

“As long as he gets good advice, he’s going to use it,” said Hellkvist. “So 
if he gets bad advice, I think that he tends not to listen. He’s a smart guy. 
He has good hockey sense, and good common sense as well. He is 
always on time. The first guy to come in the morning, and he takes care 
of his body. He is very professional, for being so young.” 
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When is NHL Draft 2022? Date, time, streaming, draft order and eligibility 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

 

The NHL Draft is almost here, and whether you’re a diehard fan or you’re 
new to the sport and just familiarizing yourself with the draft for the first 
time, you’ve probably got questions. 

Here are the basics: Across seven rounds and more than 200 picks, 
dozens of future NHL players will be selected by the club they’ll begin 
their young careers with — and potentially someday play for. 

If you’re looking for more than that, we’ve set out at The Athletic to 
answer all of the FAQ about the who, what, when, where and how of the 
draft, from its location, time, and broadcast options to questions about 
Russian prospects and more. 

Where is the NHL Draft? 

This year, the draft will be held in Montreal, welcoming team staff, media, 
and fans to the home of the Montreal Canadiens, the Bell Centre. 
Typically, the draft moves from one NHL arena to another on an annual 
basis (at least it has since the early ’80s, before which it was held in 
Montreal at a combination of hotels and the league’s then-offices). This 
year’s draft represents a welcome return to that tradition after the 2020 
and 2021 drafts were held at the NHL’s studios in Secaucus, N.J., due to 
the pandemic. 

When is the NHL Draft? 

This year’s draft will take place across two days. The first round begins at 
7 p.m. ET/4 p.m. PT on Thursday, July 7. Day 2 will speed through 
Rounds 2-7 beginning at 11 a.m. ET/8 a.m. PT on Friday, July 8. This 
year’s Thursday-Friday schedule is a departure from the draft’s Friday-
Saturday schedule of years past. 

Where can I watch the NHL Draft? 

First round coverage of the 2022 draft will air on ESPN and ESPN+ in the 
United States and on Sportsnet (English) and TVA Sports (French) in 
Canada. Day 2 of the draft will move to the NHL Network and ESPN+ in 
the United States (ESPN will not carry Rounds 2-7 on television), while 
remaining on Sportsnet and TVA Sports in Canada throughout. Check 
your local listings! 

Is the 2022 NHL Draft class good? 

The class of 2022 is neither particularly strong nor particularly weak, and 
is widely viewed as about average on the whole. While the 2022 NHL 
Draft is marked by no true superstar talent, it boasts three consensus top 
forward prospects (Canadian center Shane Wright, Slovak winger Juraj 
Slafkovsky and American center Logan Cooley), two top defence 
prospects (Slovak right-shot defenceman Simon Nemec and Czech right-
shot defenceman David Jiricek), decent depth at forward and on defence 
into the draft’s middle rounds, and a weaker-than-usual crop of 
goaltenders. 

How do you enter the NHL Draft? 

The NHL Draft differs from its NBA and NFL counterparts in that players 
don’t declare their entry into it. In the NHL Draft, all North American 
players who are 18 years old by Sept. 15 of the year of their draft and 
under 20 years old by Dec. 15 of that same year are eligible. Non-North 
Americans begin eligibility at the same time but maintain eligibility until 21 
years old. When players out-age draft eligibility and have yet to be 
selected, they are considered to be unrestricted free agents (UFAs) and 
are eligible to sign with any of the league’s 32 teams. 

Players born between Sept. 16, 2003 and Sept. 15, 2004 are in their first 
year of eligibility for the 2022 draft. 

How much do NHL Draft picks make? 

This is a complicated question in hockey because of the different — and 
international — paths available to players after they are selected, and the 
small number of players who make the immediate jump to the NHL 
(typically a small handful each year). The draft picks who do make the 
jump to the NHL do so on entry-level contracts (ELCs) which range from 
one to three years in length depending on where they were drafted, the 
leagues they signed out of (predominantly college, junior, or the various 
European professional ranks), and when/at what age they signed their 
deal. 
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Players who sign ELCs at 18 and 19 but don’t make their NHL club 
typically receive a signing bonus and will see their contracts (their salary) 
“slide” until they join an NHL roster (as a contract slides, the start and 
end dates are pushed back but the actual length of the deal remains the 
same). Players who sign ELCs in the calendar year that they turn 20 (or 
after) are not eligible for a sliding contract. 

College players are not eligible to sign ELCs until they have turned pro 
and thus can’t play in the NCAA and be on an NHL contract 
simultaneously. Players who are signed to ELCs but are returned to their 
junior clubs are not compensated beyond their signing bonuses. Many 
European players are signed to pro contracts with their domestic clubs in 
hockey-playing countries like Sweden, Russia, Finland, Czechia, 
Slovakia, Switzerland, Germany and beyond (often before they’re ever 
drafted for lengths extending beyond when their picked) and earn a 
separately negotiated salary abroad under each league’s individual 
compensation structure. 

Once an entry-level player plays 10 games in a single season in the 
NHL, their contract does not slide and a year of the deal is considered 
used or “burned” instead. 

For the 2022-23 season, entry-level contracts will carry a minimum salary 
of $750,000 and a maximum of $950,000 (plus performance bonuses). 

Can NHL Draft picks go to college? 

Yes! The NCAA’s Division I men’s hockey path is one of both the most 
popular and successful development routes for NHL prospects, 
particularly for players born in North America (though also for some 
Europeans, too!). Where players in Canada’s three major junior leagues 
can only play in the OHL, QMJHL or WHL until they’re 21, players who 
choose the college hockey path have greater flexibility and often play in 
the Tier I junior-level USHL or Tier II junior-level Jr. A leagues across 
Canada before committing to NCAA programs where they can spend 
anywhere from one to in some cases now five years. 

Will Russian players be drafted in 2022? 

As Russia’s invasion of Ukraine continues, this has become one of the 
most common questions on the minds of fans. 

The short answer, though, is that yes, Russian players will still be picked. 
NHL clubs are certainly still planning to take Russian-born players who 
are already playing in North America in leagues like the OHL, QMJHL, 
WHL and USHL. Things are a little more complicated for Russian-born 
players who played this season in Russia though, as uncertainty lingers 
around whether Russian isolation will make it more difficult to both 
monitor those players and, more pressingly, bring those players to North 
America. 

Russia is a hockey superpower that produces a small but substantial 
number of NHL Draft picks, NHL players, and NHL stars. But this year, 
teams are hesitant to take them and have also both seen less of them 
and know less about them after the Russian national team was barred 
from international tournaments like the under-18 world championships 
and men’s world championships — and after its players were not invited 
to the NHL Scouting Combine in Buffalo to interview with clubs and 
participate in fitness testing. 

Some teams are treating selecting Russian prospects in 2022 as 
business as usual. Others have elected to steer clear altogether. And 
others will take them but will do so more cautiously. The end result is 
expected to be that most Russian prospects will fall relative to where 
they’d otherwise be selected, and that fewer will be taken than usual in 
total. 

Can NHL draft picks refuse to sign with the team that drafts them? 

When an NHL club selects a player in the entry draft, they hold the 
signing rights of that player until those rights expire. So while a player is 
technically under no obligation to sign with the club that selects them, 
barring their rights being traded to another club or waiting until their rights 
expire and they become a free agent, they’d be unable to sign 
elsewhere. 

There are some caveats, though. If a team drafts a player and then does 
not sign them for two years after they were selected, that player may re-
enter the draft assuming he is still eligible (assuming he is under 20). If a 

player goes unsigned and then turns 20, rendering him unable to re-enter 
the draft, he becomes a free agent after his 20th birthday with a few 
exceptions (NHL clubs retain the rights of their college draft picks until 30 
days after the player has graduated college, for example). 

Teams that do not sign first-round draft picks can also occasionally be 
awarded a compensatory draft pick. 

There have been some famous cases of players who were willing to play 
the waiting game and try their luck at getting traded by waiting for their 
rights to expire. The biggest such case happened when 1991 No. 1 pick 
Eric Lindros refused to play for the Quebec Nordiques in an attempt to 
force a trade which eventually landed him in Philadelphia. In 2012, 
Anaheim Ducks 2008 second rounder Justin Schultz left the University of 
Wisconsin, allowed the Ducks’ 30 days of exclusive negotiating with him 
to lapse, and signed with the Edmonton Oilers. Norris Trophy-winning 
defenceman Adam Fox’s rights were traded twice between when he was 
drafted and when he signed his ELC, first by the Calgary Flames (who’d 
drafted him) to the Carolina Hurricanes, and then from the Hurricanes to 
the New York Rangers when he refused to sign in both places. 

What is the 2022 NHL Draft order? 

The NHL draft’s order is determined by a combination of the NHL Draft 
Lottery, regular season standings, and playoff results. Following the 
regular season, the league’s 16 non-playoff teams participate in the 
lottery which, in its current form, is allows one of two winning teams to 
move up as many as 10 spots in the order, based on weighted odds 
assigned to each team which are determined by inverse finish in the 
standings. This year, the last-place Montreal Canadiens and 28th-place 
New Jersey Devils won the draft’s No. 1 and No. 2 picks, with the 
Canadiens maintaining their selection and the Devils moving up three 
slots. 

At the conclusion of the Stanley Cup playoffs, the first-round draft order is 
as follows for 2022: 

1. Montreal Canadiens: 32nd-place finisher (lottery winner) 

2. New Jersey Devils: 28th-place finisher (lottery winner) 

3. Arizona Coyotes: 31st-place finisher 

4. Seattle Kraken: 30th-place finisher 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: 29th-place finisher 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 27th-place finisher (from Chicago) 

7. Ottawa Senators: 26th-place finisher 

8. Detroit Red Wings: 25th-place finisher 

9. Buffalo Sabres: 24th-place finisher 

10. Anaheim Ducks: 23rd-place finisher 

11. San Jose Sharks: 22nd-place finisher 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: 21st-place finisher 

13. New York Islanders: 20th-place finisher 

14. Winnipeg Jets: 19th-place finisher 

15. Vancouver Canucks: 18th-place finisher 

16. Buffalo Sabres: 17th-place finisher (from Vegas) 

17. Nashville Predators: Lowest seeded first-round loser 

18. Dallas Stars: Second-lowest finishing first-rounder loser 

19. Los Angeles Kings: Third-lowest seeded first-round loser 

20. Washington Capitals: Fourth-lowest seeded first-round loser 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Fifth-lowest seeded first-round loser 

22. Anaheim Ducks: Sixth-lowest seeded first-round loser (from Boston) 

23. St. Louis Blues: Seventh-lowest seeded first-round loser 

24. Minnesota Wild: Eighth-lowest seeded second-round loser 
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25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Lowest seeded second-round loser 

26. Montreal Canadiens: Second-lowest seeded second-round loser 
(from Calgary) 

27. Arizona Coyotes: Third-lowest seeded second-round loser (from 
Carolina) 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Fourth-lowest seeded second-rounder loser (from 
Florida) 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Lowest seeded conference finalist 

30. Winnipeg Jets: Second-lowest seeded conference finalist (from the 
Rangers) 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Stanley Cup finalist 

32. Arizona Coyotes: Stanley Cup winner (from Colorado) 

The order for Rounds 2-7 repeats as above, excluding the lottery results 
(i.e., the Devils will hold the fifth pick of each round rather than the 
second, moving the Coyotes back up to second, the Kraken back up to 
third, and the Flyers back up to fourth). 
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ESPN / After a Stanley Cup, Conn Smythe and Norris Trophy, what's 
next for Cale Makar? 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

Cale Makar requires no introduction. Frankly, he never has. 

Before Colorado's superstar defenseman entered household-name 
territory in June by earning a Norris Trophy, Stanley Cup and Conn 
Smythe honors in the span of a week, he was just another kid without a 
driver's license whose pure talent happened to stop NHL veterans in their 
tracks. 

It has ever since. 

"When Cale was about 16, we were hosting a camp for our current pros, 
and some of our young prospects," Scott Bartlett, Makar's longtime 
agent, recalled. "Cale came out there in his [AJHL] Brooks Bandits 
helmet, and after the first skate, those [NHLers] were like, 'Who is this 
guy?' He's just this kid with the rosy, red cheeks -- he's still got a baby 
face -- and they're [impressed]. These were guys playing at the NHL level 
and making pro money, and to have that type of knee-jerk reaction to the 
talent of a young kid was one of the first indicators where we really 
thought we had something special here." 

Don't let the sparsely grown playoff beard fool you, either: Makar is a fully 
actualized NHL defenseman. And he's having the year of his life. 

The 23-year-old dominated opponents in the regular season, gathering 
28 goals and 86 points in 77 games. That earned Makar a second 
consecutive Norris Trophy nomination and his first victory, beating out 
two past winners in Roman Josi and Victor Hedman. 

Makar was even better in the postseason, leading Colorado to its first 
Stanley Cup since 2001 over the two-time champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. He did that playing over 27 minutes per game, being used on 
both special teams and pacing the Avalanche with 29 points in 20 
games. The only players who scored more points in the playoffs: Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Those Edmonton Oilers superstars had their own Cup aspirations but 
were sent packing after Colorado's four-game sweep of the Western 
Conference finals. Makar and defense partner Devon Toews were the 
shutdown tandem of note in that series. Draisaitl called them "one of the 
best D pairings in the league, if not the best." 

Makar possesses the swagger to match. 

What else could have allowed for his now-famous comment at Stanley 
Cup media day, when Makar declared the Lightning were trying to be a 
dynasty, while the Avalanche were building a legacy. Mic. Drop. 

On the ice, he tackled the toughest matchups in the Cup Final while 
recording three goals and seven points in six games. It was the final 
chapter of a spectacular individual run and made Makar the youngest 
defenseman to win a Conn Smythe since Bobby Orr and only the third 
defenseman -- along with Orr and Nicklas Lidstrom -- to win the Norris 
and Conn Smythe in the same season. 

Makar hears his name tied to Orr's a lot lately. The Calgary native is 
having that kind of year. 

So how did this fresh-faced, 5-foot-11 blueliner became the NHL's most 
fearsome defender? It goes back to that beginning, when Makar was just 
an eager teen determined to make his mark. That goal hasn't shifted 
since. 

"He's going to take this Cup run and use it and put himself in a position to 
keep building," Bartlett said. "It's his growth mindset. And I think he loves 
the process of getting better, I think he loves the process of finding a little 
edge. It's not necessarily about 'OK, I hit this milestone and now what 
else can I accomplish?' I think he's going to continue to take steps to gain 
momentum. 

"I fully expected him to have the type of year he did, I could see that 
confidence and that calmness." 

Gabriel Landeskog can't keep a secret. 

After Colorado's captain hoisted the Cup, he was asked what other 
teams could do to emulate the Avalanche's success: 

"Get a Cale Makar somewhere," Landeskog said, grinning like the cat 
who got the canary. 

The Avalanche hit a particularly low point in Makar's draft year, ending 
the 2016-17 season at a league-worst 22-56-4. After that free fall came 
another when Colorado tumbled to slot No. 4 in the NHL's draft lottery. 

General manager Joe Sakic looked visibly unhappy when the order was 
announced. But, Sakic was able to select Makar at fourth overall in 2017. 
The slow burn from there eventually set Colorado alight. 

Makar took his time going pro, investing first in two seasons at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. Colorado tried luring Makar out 
after one year, but his self-awareness was high even then. More work 
needed to be done. 

"Going into college, my goal was the two-year plan," Makar said. "There 
were talks about me coming to the NHL [after one year], but I felt like 
there were aspects of my game that weren't quite developed enough yet 
[from a] defensive aspect. So, I felt like that second year would work 
wonders for me. I learned so much that year and grew so much on the 
ice as a player and as a person. It's never a bad thing to be overripe 
going into a new league." 

The offensive prowess Makar wields must have come naturally. He's as 
smooth and speedy on the ice as most forwards, will dismantle any 
opposition off the rush and can toe a line with seamless edge work. 

Those skill sets blossomed prior to Makar matriculating at UMass, but 
that's where he fine-tuned it all. 

"As a kid, I just loved to do little running things and sprints and I feel like 
that translated to agility on the ice," Makar said. "Over time, it's just 
getting that power and making sure you're comfortable with the change in 
direction. Speed nowadays, especially for defensemen, is so crucial. To 
be able to play that style at both ends of the ice is valuable." 

Makar's decision to stay in school paid off with a standout sophomore 
campaign culminating in his 2019 Hobey Baker Award win as the NCAA's 
top hockey talent. Two days after UMass played for the national title, 
falling to Minnesota Duluth, Makar joined the Avalanche midway through 
their first-round playoff series against the Calgary Flames. He scored a 
goal in his first appearance and finished the postseason with seven 
points in 10 games. 

Makar was turning NHL heads in a hurry, just like he did at age 16. Sakic 
felt certain of Makar's trajectory, and on July 1, 2019, he flipped one of 
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the Avalanche's top defensemen in Tyson Barrie to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs for center Nazem Kadri. 

Barrie was a popular figure, and his trade sent waves through Colorado's 
ranks. But it was ultimately the right move. Kadri developed into an 
integral piece of the Avalanche's top-six forward group, and Makar would 
become a cornerstone on defense. 

As for Barrie, he has since moved on to Edmonton and could plainly see 
why the Avalanche were satisfied handing the keys to Makar. 

"He's an amazing player," Barrie said. "Since he's been in the league, 
he's been exceptional and it's amazing the way he's creating offense and 
still playing defense. He's as good as they come on the back end and the 
way he skates and moves the puck and retrieves the puck, he's got every 
tool. He's a super impressive player." 

Before Colorado won the Cup in 2022, there was a series of setbacks. 

Take last season. The Avalanche were Presidents' Trophy winners after 
being the top regular-season team. They were positioned for a 
successful playoff push, which ended in the dull thud of a second-round 
exit. Same as the year before. And the one before that. 

This season, something clicked. Not only for the team, but Makar too. He 
was a point-per-game player in 2020-21, notching eight goals and 44 
points in 44 games, but even that couldn't fully foretell what Makar could -
- and would -- accomplish in his third season. 

The Calgary native has arrived. No one will be caught off guard again. 

"I'm not surprised by anything he does anymore," coach Jared Bednar 
said following Colorado's Cup win. "Because we've been seeing it [build] 
for a couple of years, but even again now in the playoffs, he's found a 
way to elevate his game and really help push our team over the top. Just 
an incredible human being and an incredible player." 

Makar has put in the work to become so multifaceted. He might not 
appear physically imposing, but Makar asserts his will in other ways -- 
and doesn't back down from using the body, either. 

"You know, [dealing with] pressure is one thing, but he seems to be able 
to make a play," Bednar said. "When he's under pressure and he's got 
his back turned he just uses his skating ability, his knowledge of reading 
through the forecheck to be able to find it out. Cale's not scared of 
physical play. He's able to take it, he's able to dish it out. Sometimes he 
elects not to and uses his skating and his stick to defend but other times 
he can be a real physical player. He feels pretty comfortable going back 
when he's under pressure." 

To execute on his aggressive style Makar needed the right partner. Enter 
Toews. Sakic acquired Toews from the New York Islanders last season 
for a pair of second-round picks, and he has been the perfect top-pairing 
complement for Makar's flash. 

Toews' comparatively simplistic style lets him fly under the radar. But 
Makar made sure to give Toews credit during the Avalanche's Cup 
parade last month. 

When Landeskog introduced Makar as the reigning Conn Smythe winner, 
Makar naturally deflected from his own achievement to highlight Toews 
for the thousands of gathered fans. 

"One guy that is so underappreciated on our team and in the league -- 
my D partner, Devon Toews," Makar proclaimed. "Everybody give it up!" 

Toews appeared at his side, and the two orchestrated a flawlessly in 
sync chant for the crowd. 

Always in step, even off the ice. 

If Makar struggles anywhere, it's recognizing his own success. 

He'll turn personal questions aside as if they were an approaching 
shooter. Any individual feats can be tied to others' victories. 

Case in point: Makar's answer on what he was most excited to do with 
the Cup after winning it. 

"I don't know. Just take a picture with the boys," he said. "I'm looking 
forward to that for sure." 

Makar doesn't want to be the story. He wants to be part of the team. His 
response to earning the Conn Smythe was to talk about what a reward 
the Cup win was for Colorado's leadership group. Makar thanked 
Hedman and Josi in the Norris win aftermath for motivating him 
throughout the season, rather than detail what the honor meant to him 
personally. 

It's just who Makar is. Rarely do you hear him described without the word 
"humble" worked in. Even now, Makar's agent Bartlett has to encourage 
his client to revel in his success. 

"He buys a few more expensive things [now], but I can tell it's almost like 
against his character to do it," Bartlett said. "And I remind him sometimes 
it's OK to buy a nicer car or something like that. I like to say, 'Let's reach 
for the stars, but let's keep one foot firmly on the ground.' And I think that 
is his foundation that allows him to handle the situation in such a 
professional, humble way." 

When Makar arrived to do media availability after Colorado's win, he 
brought the Conn Smythe trophy -- and his brother Taylor. The younger 
Makar was a seventh-round draft choice by the Avalanche in 2021, and 
the perfect person to shed some light on his older brother's triumphs. 

"It's insane for me to watch," Taylor said. "He's the hardest-working 
person I've ever known. He's so dedicated. It's so funny to see us grow 
up together, have those sibling fights, battling for a fake Stanley Cup in 
mini sticks. To see him finally be able to lift that, I know he's always 
wanted that, and it's something I've always been able to want to watch, 
too. I'm just so proud of him and our family is, too." 

Makar bashfully lowered his head against Taylor's praising speech. But 
there's no doubting how Makar leans on family. He frequently mentions 
and gives thanks for that bedrock, at a time when skyrocketing 
expectations could overwhelm just about any 20-something. 

Sakic doesn't see that as a problem for Makar, though. 

"I don't think anything goes to his head," Sakic said after the Cup win. 
"Cale is a hard-working, humble guy. He does not pay attention to any 
outside noise. He deserves everything he's getting. Such an unbelievable 
hockey player." 

Like it or not, Makar better get used to the spotlight. Colorado will enter 
next season as the team to beat. And all eyes will be on Makar to 
replicate -- and improve on -- a thoroughly masterful year. 

It's a tall order, especially when the offseason is cut blissfully shorter by 
the spoils of victory. That likely won't matter for Makar. His innate drive 
created a blue-line beast who is determined to keep improving. 

How scary is that? 

"I appreciate his professionalism, his maturity, how humble he is for an 
elite player," Bednar said. "And how committed he is. Those are the 
things that stand out to me. You've all seen all the production on the ice, 
but just a quiet competitor, great teammate. Real humble guy. Love his 
character, love his personality and all those things that the normal fan 
doesn't see, but I'm sure [they will] as his career goes on." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames 2022 NHL Draft Preview: Gaudreau's status looms 
large for Calgary, Treliving 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Johnny Gaudreau wasn’t one of the Flames staffers who arrived in 
Montreal earlier this week for the draft. 

However, it’s the team’s star winger who looms largest over everything 
the Flames do the next few days. 
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With just eight days remaining before Gaudreau is eligible to officially test 
the open market, the Flames continue to remain optimistic they’ll be able 
to re-up the 28-year-old superstar.  

Every day he waits, he gains more leverage, which is why no one should 
be surprised the negotiating process has lasted this long. 

The initial offer on the table has long been believed to be eight years at 
$9.5 million U.S.  

Given the season Gaudreau just had, the organization has made it 
crystal clear it is committed to continuing the relationship … within 
reason. 

Gaudreau said all the right things before departing for his New Jersey 
summer home, but even if he, too, is committed to remaining a Flame, 
there’s little downside for him and his representative to prolong talks. 

The pressure is on the Flames here, as losing the franchise cornerstone 
for nothing on July 13 would be a tremendous blow.  

Is Gaudreau simply improving his bargaining power by making the 
Flames sweat, or is he primed for a move closer to home?  

One of the questions looming as the clock counts down is whether 
Flames GM Brad Treliving could ultimately draw a line in the sand, 
insisting that at a certain date the Flames must move forward under the 
assumption a deal can’t be made and his negotiating rights must be 
traded. 

After all, it’s clear Gaudreau’s situation is holding up any efforts to try 
signing restricted free agents like Matthew Tkachuk, Andrew Mangiapane 
and Oliver Kylington, as well as desirable returnees like UFA Erik 
Gudbranson. 

Given the fact Gaudreau has a five-team trade list, the return for a few 
days of negotiating rights would be negligible, which is why Treliving may 
instead be willing to keep negotiating with Gaudreau right up until the 
deadline, and even beyond. 

Don’t be fooled by the recent deal that saw the L.A. Kings send a 
prospect and first-rounder to Minnesota for Kevin Fiala. 

Although the 25-year-old was without a contract, Fiala was a restricted 
free agent, still under team control. 

It’s a much different situation than the Flames find themselves in with the 
league’s most prized free agent.    

And so, the wait continues. 

In the meantime, the team will proceed with a draft itinerary that won’t 
see Treliving doing a lot of grip-n-grinning with 18-year-old draft 
selections this week. 

Thanks to efforts to bolster the division leaders last season, the Flames 
have just a second, a fifth and a seventh-round selection starting Friday.   

With 31 other GMs gathered for the first in-person draft in three years, 
you can bet Treliving will work the room in search of ways to find more 
cap space, including the possibility of parting with pricey fourth-liners 
Sean Monahan and Milan Lucic. 

It won’t be easy or cheap to rid the team of the final year of their 
respective $6.3 million and $5.25 million cap hits, but eliminating at least 
one of them could be key to opening space for several others in line for 
big raises, including yet-unsigned you-know-who. 

Watch the 2022 NHL Draft on Sportsnet and SN NOW 

The next generation of NHL stars will enter the league at the 2022 NHL 
Draft, live from Montreal. Sportsnet and SN NOW will have complete 
coverage of every pick beginning with Round 1 on Thursday, July 7 (7 
p.m. ET/ 4 p.m. PT) and Rounds 2-7 on Friday, July 8 (11 a.m. ET/ 8 
a.m. PT). 

Watch Round 1 on SN NOW 

Watch Rounds 2-7 on SN NOW 

Sam Cosentino's final draft rankings 

Draft picks 

• 2nd round (59th overall) 

• 5th round (155th overall) 

• 7th round (219th overall) 

Potential Round 2 targets  

Noah Warren, RD 

At 6-foot-5 and 216 pounds, you can bet the Flames are eyeing up the 
17-year-old Gatineau Olympiques defender who had 24 points in 62 
outings.  

Devin Kaplan, RW 

With a coach who covets size, the 6-foot-3, 205-pound winger with the 
U.S. National Team development program would be an intriguing pick. 
He is committed to Boston University next season. 

Bryce McConnell-Barker, C 

The 6-foot-1, 193-pound centre with the Soo Greyhounds could give the 
Flames decent size and skill up the middle. He had 23 goals and 49 
points in 68 games as a rookie in the OHL. 

Last year's first-round pick: Matt Coronato  

Since being drafted 13th overall last season, Coronato has continued to 
bolster his stock with a solid freshman season at Harvard, where the 
goal-scoring machine had 18 goals and 36 points in 34 games, including 
an overtime goal to clinch the ECAC championship. 

Easily amongst the very best rookies in college hockey. 

The 19-year-old informed the Flames in April he’ll be returning to school 
for one more season, and is a lock to play for the U.S. in August at the 
world junior do-over tourney. 

For those who may be asking to have the former USHL star packaged up 
in a deal, don’t bother: he’s untouchable at this point. 

Organizational needs 

Cap space. 

Those spots can’t be addressed with draft picks, nor do the Flames vary 
from their vow to disregard positional needs and stick with selecting the 
best player available. 

The Flames will undoubtedly need help on the blue line this season, as 
pending UFAs Nikita Zadorov and Erik Gudbranson have both likely 
priced themselves out of Calgary. 

While Connor Mackey is likely destined for one of those spots, the 
Flames will want to add size and experience to the back end. 

There are a few free-agent defencemen the Flames would like to add, 
but if the team is able to come to terms with Gaudreau on a new deal, the 
budget will be tight. 

That’s where Treliving, who loves the art of the deal, may have to work 
some magic at this year’s draft. 

He won’t have much in the way of draft pick equity to throw around for 
this year’s draft, but he still owns first, second, and fourth round picks for 
next summer. 
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Sportsnet.ca / “IT’S IN THERE SOMEWHERE” 

 

By Gare Joyce 
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How legendary sports photographer Steve Babineau shot the iconic 
Wayne Gretzky rookie card — and then misplaced his original 

I t’s in there somewhere, but I haven’t seen it or held it in, what, 42 
years,” Steve Babineau says. Vaguely. Matter-of-factly. 

If you didn’t know what “it” was nor what Babineau does for a living, you’d 
assume the 68-year-old Bostonian is talking about a memento of no 
great consequence — it might be the embroidered pillow his 
grandmother gifted him or maybe his father’s bowling trophy. But “it” in 
this case isn’t any common detritus stuffed in a cranny in the attic or 
thrown into a shoebox in the bottom of a closet. No, Babineau is talking 
about buried treasure — no overstatement there, for there’s no price you 
could attach to the item he’s missing. It’s a piece of art, albeit no bigger 
than a Post-it Note, and unsigned. 

Celebrate the 2022 NHL DraftTM with a free Upper Deck digital trading 
card set featuring your favourite No. 1 draft picks. 

Exclusively on UpperDeckEpack.com. 

The elusive “it” is a 35mm colour slide, a photograph taken at a hockey 
game. It’s not an action shot per se — not a famous goal nor a big hit — 
it’s a portrait of a single player, taken during warm-ups for a long-
forgotten game in Springfield, Mass., of all places, though there’d be no 
way to know that even if you could find the picture and hold it up to the 
light. 

What you could make out instantly, however, is that it’s a photograph of a 
very young Wayne Gretzky in an Edmonton Oilers sweater. And if you 
know hockey collectables at all, you’d put together that Babineau’s 
missing “it” is the original slide of the image on the Gretzky rookie card 
produced in 1979 by O-Pee-Chee, the London, Ont.-based maker of 
candy and collectibles. And if you put that together, then you also likely 
know that a pristine specimen of that card (graded Gem Mint 10) was 
sold to an unknown buyer in May 2021 for $3.75 million U.S. — a record 
for a hockey card and more than double the previous high of $1.29 
million, set in December 2020 by… a 1979 O-Pee-Chee Gretzky rookie 
card. 

Now, something like that priceless original slide you’d imagine would be 
stored in a safety deposit box inside a climate-controlled vault. But 
according to Babineau, who back in 1979 was early in his decades-long 
stint as the Boston Bruins’ team photographer, the approximate location 
of the original slide is “somewhere” in his warehouse archive in Florida — 
no specific address given here, for fear of attracting unwanted attention 
from sports-art thieves. 

While its location is a mystery, the image’s history is on several counts a 
curiosity and even a comedy. 

One: Though this card belonged to the 1979-80 NHL set produced by O-
Pee-Chee, Babineau took the original shot at a game between the New 
England Whalers and the Oilers in the final season of the World Hockey 
Association. If you look closely at the image and compare it to a shot of 
Gretzky in his rookie season in the NHL, you can notice a slight 
difference in the uniform. “The Oilers’ uniform colours and logo were the 
same in both leagues but the crests on the sweaters were bigger in the 
WHA,” Babineau says. “You’d have to know what you’re looking for to tell 
the difference. The roundness of [the crests]—side-by-side you can tell. I 
guess [O-Pee-Chee] let it go because it’s so hard to pick up — Wayne 
had his arms in front of his chest a bit and he’s looking up at the 
scoreboard. You’re not looking that closely at the crest.” 

Two: Babineau made the trip to Springfield not to shoot No. 99 but rather 
Gretzky’s idol, Gordie Howe, who was playing for the Whalers. “This 
could have been Howe’s last season — it wasn’t, he played one more — 
but I didn’t know that,” Babineau says. “I didn’t know that Wayne Gretzky 
was going to become, you know, Wayne Gretzky and set all those 
records — nobody did. I shot 20, maybe 22 frames of Gretzky that night 
— there was at least one with Howe [in the frame] taking a faceoff with 
Gretzky.” 

“I didn’t know that Wayne Gretzky was going to become, you know, 
Wayne Gretzky and set all those records — nobody did.” 

Three: Photographers will usually be able to recall the specs of a shot — 
in this case, Babineau used a Topcon Super DM manual focus 35mm 
camera with a 80-200mm zoom lens. More than that, though, Babineau 

remembers the exact circumstances of the shot, in part because the run-
up was out of the ordinary. “I was down at the penalty box [in the warm-
up], so I’ve got no glass between me and Wayne, who is maybe 10 feet 
away from me, no more than that,” he says. “I just said to him, ‘Can I get 
a couple of shots of you with my flash?’ The lighting in Springfield [Civic 
Center] was real dark. I took a couple of shots with my flash. That sticks 
out — asking him. When Topps [which owned O-Pee-Chee at the time] 
sent out its list of shot requests [for the 1979-80 NHL set] they had 
Gretzky in the first pressing and when I saw the name there, I 
remembered the shots from the penalty box in Springfield right away. 
They bought 12 shots of mine and they were all WHA guys.” 

Four: Topps bought the Gretzky photo from Babineau for the standard 
fee the company paid out to their lensmen: $17. (If you adjust for inflation 
since 1979, it works out to $65.) That was roughly what you’d pay for a 
charcoal portrait at a street fair. As measly as that sounds for such a 
piece of hockey history, it looks laughable when you factor in the costs. 
“Film was five bucks a roll and it was that much to get a roll developed,” 
Babineau says. “I’d shoot a bunch of rolls and there was no guarantee 
that they’d use a shot from any of them.” 

Five: Babineau’s recollection fogs somewhat when it comes to the 
company returning the Gretzky slide and the others used in the 1979-80 
set. “It could have been the fall of ’79 or maybe that winter — the middle 
of the winter at the latest — but I was particular about getting my 
originals back, because you don’t want them showing up somewhere 
else,” he says. 

Six: Only by a quirk of timing did Babineau remain in (theoretical) 
possession of the original slide. “The NHL acquired my archive of NHL 
[photographs] in 2007,” he says. “Because that shot was from a WHA 
game it wasn’t included [in the league’s acquisition].” 

Seven: When Babineau started to round up shots in his archive for a 
coffee-table book featuring his WHA work, he conducted a search of his 
archive. “I couldn’t find the Gretzky rookie card shot or the other 
transparencies [from the WHA games] O-Pee-Chee bought back in ’79,” 
he says. “You gotta keep in mind that I shot the Bruins, the Red Sox and 
the Celtics all those years. Millions of shots. It’s in an envelope just 
buried in the bottom of a box in storage. I just haven’t found it yet. 

“It would make a great ending to the book.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sportsnet's 2022 NHL Mock Draft: Predicting how Round 1 
will unfold 

 

Sam Cosentino July 5, 2022, 2:55 PM 

 

Typically drafts have some measure of predictability, but 2022 is not a 
typical draft year. Out goes the notion that there is any certainty as to 
whom will be picked where. For a broadcaster/writer, it’s quite exciting.  

Usually, there are discernible tiers to a draft class, making it easier to 
group players and have some measure of what other teams will do and 
which players might be available to them at their pick. This year, I would 
say there is a group of 10 players who should fill out the first 10 picks, but 
even then, the order of those names will vary greatly from team to team.  

Heck, we still aren’t sure who will go first overall. I do believe it to be a 
two-horse race between Shane Wright and Juraj Slafkovsky, and I truly 
believe Kent Hughes and the Montreal Canadiens don’t have a final 
decision on which one they will take yet. In a perfect world, the Habs find 
a way to acquire the second overall pick from New Jersey, likely for a 
player who can help the Devils right away (think Josh Anderson), make a 
big splash for the home crowd, and make it fun for us media types. In 
that scenario, the internal debate in the Montreal war room ends, and the 
Canadiens can get two building blocks for the long-term plan.  

What also makes this draft so interesting is the number of teams that 
need to have rapid improvement. New Jersey is one of them. So too is 
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Seattle, picking fourth, Philadelphia, picking fifth and Ottawa picking 
seventh. It just so happens those teams also have the best asset in the 
league: cap space. If we marry the win-now teams with the nine teams 
currently without a first round pick in hand, it should make for some draft-
floor movement.  

One more element that teams will have to weigh is the gravity of the 
conflict in Ukraine. There are three surefire first-round Russian-born 
players in Danila Yurov, Ivan Miroshnichenko and Pavel Mintyukov. The 
first two played in Russia this year and so getting second-half viewings of 
those players was limited to scouts who are based in that country. For 
Mintyukov, who played in OHL Saginaw this season, the path to remain 
in North America may be a little easier.  Additionally, the recent reported 
incident involving Philadelphia netminder Ivan Fedotov may also impact 
how teams approach drafting Russian-born players.  

Ultimately, will a player based in Russia be allowed to come to North 
America? Will the player fear coming to North America? Will teams be 
worried about public backlash for selecting Russian players? There are 
varying answers to these questions amongst the 32 NHL teams. 

Our final rankings were reposted earlier this week. It’s important to 
understand rankings are one thing, but trying to think along the lines of 
an NHL team for a mock draft, based on recent history, scouting staffs, 
trends and needs, is entirely different. I always like to make this 
distinction for casual fans, or those just tuning in to our draft coverage for 
the first time.  What’s great about our coverage this year is the addition of 
former Florida Panthers Director of Amateur Scouting and current owner 
of the Pro Hockey Group Jason Bukala.  

I would strongly encourage reading JB’s draft list, which will come out on 
Wednesday. He is approaching his work as if he were still a Director of 
Amateur Scouting for an NHL team and thus adds an entirely new and 
exciting layer to our coverage. JB will also share his experience on our 
main draft panel. 

Without further delay, here’s my 2022 NHL Mock Draft: 

1. Montreal: Shane Wright, C, Kingston Frontenacs (OHL): The decision 
won’t be final until Kent Hughes leaves the table with a jersey in his 
hand. And that jersey, like many others in the stands, will have “Wright,” 
on the back. Flawless character wins out in the internal debate. 

2. New Jersey: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS Turku (Liiga): This is exactly 
the type of player the Devils need. Having said that, if they plan to 
address that element (scoring winger) through trade or free agency, this 
pick will look different...and may be made by another team. 

3. Arizona: Cutter Gauthier, LW, USNTDP: The first curve ball of the draft 
is thrown by GM Bill Armstrong and his propensity for size (Gauthier is 6-
foot-2, 189 pounds). If playing centre works for Gauthier at Boston 
College, this pick will not look out of place. 

4. Seattle: Simon Nemec, D, HK Nitra (Slovakia): The Kraken hit their 
target and utilize their veteran defence corps to hasten the 
developmental process with Nemec.   

5. Philadelphia: Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP: This pick will look brilliant as 
the Flyers are the beneficiary of Arizona’s curve ball.  

6. Columbus: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SHL): This is the player most 
likely to shake-up the top part of the draft, and slotting him at No. 6 may 
be too low. 

7. Ottawa: Joakim Kemell, LW, JYP (Liiga): An injection of smaller sized 
skill (5-foot-9, 176 pounds) is added to Ottawa here. A shoulder issue 
interrupted what could’ve been one of the best draft eligible seasons in 
Liiga history.  

8. Detroit: David Jiricek, D, HC Plzen (Extraliiga): This year’s version of 
Mo Seider minus some of the offence. 

9. Buffalo: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWE U20): The more 
scorers you have, the better. Would fit in alongside the likes of Jack 
Quinn and JJ Peterka in the Sabres system.  

10. Anaheim: Kevin Korchinski, D, Seattle Thunderbirds (WHL): Dynamic 
offensive defenceman who has been moved up many lists thanks to the 
recency bias from watching Cale Makar and Bo Byram during Colorado’s 
Cup triumph. 

11. San Jose: Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg Ice (WHL): This is the point 
where it’s too difficult to pass up on the immense talent Savoie 
possesses.  

12. Columbus: Pavel Mintyukov, D, Saginaw Spirit (OHL): Addressed 
their forward need with the sixth overall pick and now go to a 
defenceman whose game is tilted heavily to the offensive side. This pick 
is in play.  

13. NY Islanders: Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (Liiga): The Islanders have 
selected six Finns in their last 11 picks over two drafts. Lou Lamoriello 
selected last year’s Brad Lambert -- a highly regarded prospect who fell 
in order -- with the 52nd over pick in Aatu Raty. Is he willing to go down 
that road again?  

14. Winnipeg: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg Ice (WHL): Hometown centre 
with plenty of talent, and size to go with it. 

15. Vancouver, RW, Jimmy Snuggerud, USNTDP: Has great touch 
around the net, and is a fierce competitor.  

16. Buffalo: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden Jr.: Great work at the U18’s to 
go along with a regular season resume that kept improving.  

17. Nashville: Ryan Chesley, D, USNTDP: Defends well and moves 
pucks efficiently. While he’s known for his defensive play, there is an 
undercurrent of offence that has moved him up the board.   

18. Dallas: Lian Bichsel, D, Leksand (SHL): With a promising forward 
group knocking on the door, GM Jim Nill addresses an organizational 
need and a player suited for playoff hockey. 

19. Minnesota: Frank Nazar III, C, USNTDP: Has the ability to play fast 
and be effective in today’s small area game. Grounded character with a 
great work ethic.  

20. Washington: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (KHL): If there’s one 
team that will consider drafting Russian players, it has to be Washington. 

21. Pittsburgh: Isaac Howard, LW, USNTDP: Another player with a 
strong end to the season, where he was seen buzzing all over the ice at 
the U18’s.  

22. Anaheim: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec Remparts (QMJHL): As safe 
and steady a pick as you will find in this draft class. Reminds me of the 
very serviceable Nicolas Roy in Vegas. 

23. St. Louis: Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden (SWE U20): Is very much 
indicative of a Doug Armstrong pick, with grit, determination and goal-
scoring ability. 

24. Minnesota: Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP: A rugged winger who 
can score. Has shown leadership qualities and has been around the 
game since he was born. 

25. Toronto: Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw Warriors (WHL): A trade 
back is likely here for a Leafs team without a second round pick this year 
and next. Firkus, though, walks into a room and shoots the puck like he’s 
6-foot-2, 200 pounds, even though he's listed at 5-foot-10, 151 pounds. 

26. Montreal: Denton Mateychuk, D, Moose Jaw Warriors (WHL): 
Character-plus. There has been some debate in the scouting world as to 
whether or not his high-end offence will translate at the next level.  

27. Arizona: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk (VHL): A risky pick on a 
number of fronts, but if the projection were to continue on a path from 
what we saw at the U18’s in 2021, this has the potential to be a home 
run.  

28. Buffalo: Owen Pickering, D, Swift Current Broncos (WHL): With two 
forwards in the bag from picks nine and 16, Buffalo goes with a longer-
term project here, who possesses an elite skating foundation.  

29. Edmonton: Mattias Havelid, D, Linkoping Jr.: There is some risk with 
the size of this pick (5-foot-9, 165 pounds), but this type of player doesn’t 
exist in the Oilers system. 

30. Winnipeg: Jiri Kulich, C, HC Karlovy Vary (CZE): Was his nine-goal 
effort at the U18’s a mirage, or a true representation of what he will be 
able to do in the NHL? 
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31. Tampa Bay: Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga Steelheads (OHL): 
May not have the same jam, but the overall package is Anthony Cirelli-
like. 

32. Arizona: Noah Warren, D, Gatineau Olympiques (QMJHL): GM Bill 
Armstrong appreciates size and nastiness, and this player possesses 
both in a big way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / SID AND THE KID 

 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

 

Given his first chance to play by Sidney Crosby, top prospect Logan 
Cooley has grown into one of the most promising players Pittsburgh’s 
ever produced 

T he thought crosses Logan Cooley’s mind every time he drives by the 
arena, every time he sees those five Stanley Cup banners looking out 
over downtown Pittsburgh’s Centre Avenue. It’s when that familiar scene 
blurs past his window that Cooley lets his mind wander to what the 
moment would be like: taking that first step onto the ice at PPG Paints 
Arena as a bona fide NHLer. Spotting his family up in the frenzied crowd. 
Maybe hearing some cheers trickle down for the hometown kid, even if 
he’s wearing the opposing team’s jersey. Lining up at centre ice across 
from Sidney Crosby, No. 87 himself. 

For anyone whose story started where Cooley’s did, here in Pittsburgh in 
the shadow of Crosby’s greatness, there are some undeniable butterflies 
spurred up by the thought of playing in front of that Steel City crowd one 
day. But for Cooley, it’s something else entirely, because the 18-year-
old’s journey isn’t quite like anyone else’s. 

Cooley isn’t just a Pittsburgh kid who dreams of playing in front of the 
Penguins faithful, or one of the many inspired by Crosby and his club. 
The connection between him and the captain, between him and the 
team, runs much deeper. Back before his ascent through the youth 
hockey ranks — the hype around his name growing first locally, then 
nationally, then internationally — Cooley was one of a bunch of five-year-
olds puttering around the ice under the watchful eye of Crosby himself. 
He was among a group of kids who got their start in the game because of 
the captain, gifted free hockey gear by No. 87’s Little Penguins program. 

When that program started, the goal was just to get more kids in 
Pittsburgh playing hockey, to give local families an easier path to getting 
involved in the sport. Now, a decade and a half later, Crosby’s efforts in 
Pittsburgh have spawned something far greater than he or the Penguins 
expected: a blue-chip talent in Cooley, who took that seed from the 
black-and-gold and nurtured it into a dominant young career in the game, 
set to culminate at the 2022 NHL Draft, where his name’s expected to be 
among the first few called. 

For Cooley, that moment up on the Draft’s stage will be a dream come 
true. But it might be just as meaningful for Pittsburgh, watching the young 
centreman become the highest-drafted player to ever come from the city, 
seeing how far their hockey community has come. 

D espite his unique connection to the Penguins, to Pittsburgh, Cooley’s 
days as a young hockey fan were spent rooting for one of his city’s most 
fierce rivals. “I actually grew up a Capitals fan, so it was a little crazy. I’m 
a big [Alex Ovechkin] fan,” he says. “Ever since I was young, I always 
liked the way Ovie competed, the way he celebrated his goals and little 
things like that. I’m still a Pittsburgh fan, still a Crosby fan — it’s just, the 
Capitals are my No. 1. 

“I always would root for them when they would play against the 
Penguins, so I just remember a lot of heartbreak in the playoffs. … Until 
2018.” 

While watching Ovechkin finally hoist the Cup that year remains one of 
Cooley’s most cherished hockey memories, his earliest recollection of his 

own life on the ice began a decade prior, as Crosby was on his way to 
winning his first title. It was in 2008, sandwiched between Cup Final 
disappointment and his first ring, that Crosby met with Penguins brass to 
figure out a way to make the game more accessible for young families in 
his adopted hometown. “The vision for the Little Penguins program really 
came from a conversation that our former president and CEO, David 
Morehouse, had with Sid back in the 2007-08 season,” says Rich Hixon, 
who worked closely with Morehouse on the Penguins’ youth hockey 
initiatives before moving into his current role as senior vice president of 
facilities four years ago. “Really the focus of it was we were looking to 
grow the game and really make this an opportunity for Pittsburgh to 
become a hockey town.” 

“Sid came to me originally,” Morehouse said in a 2021 interview with 
NBC. “He said he wanted to figure out how to make it easier for kids to 
play hockey, to kind of take down some of the economic barriers.” 
Morehouse himself had been thinking the same thing. “He had kids going 
through hockey and a son in particular that was doing fairly well,” 
remembers Colby Armstrong, now a broadcaster with Sportsnet, who 
was then at the tail end of his Penguins career. “So, I think he saw a 
need where the Penguins could step up a lot more in the community.” 

The idea was a simple one. Between the team, Crosby, and a couple 
sponsors, the Penguins would provide kids between the ages of five and 
nine free head-to-toe equipment, properly fitted, and 10 on-ice sessions. 
Six hundred kids enrolled right off the bat, and even more wanted in. So 
the Penguins increased the number of players they outfitted each year, 
averaging roughly a thousand per year since. All in all, around 14,000 
children have taken their first spins as Little Penguins. 

And during the program’s very first season, in 2008-09, among the first 
crop of kids to take the ice with Crosby, was Cooley. 

“I was pretty young, so I don’t remember too much. I just remember 
having a blast out there,” Cooley says. While his five-year-old self might 
not have recognized the magnitude of the opportunity to be on the ice 
with Crosby at the time, to get firsthand instruction from the future Hall of 
Famer, he certainly does now. “I know I was really young, but any time 
you can learn anything from him to try and put in your game, it’s pretty 
special. And something that not a lot of people get to do.” 

“I’m sure I still would have tried hockey, at least. But being able to go out 
there with Sidney Crosby made it a lot more fun.” 

Cooley wasn’t exactly starting from scratch. Though his first foray into the 
game came in that Little Penguins program, his family is a staple in the 
local hockey community. Uncles Tom and John Mooney both played 
college hockey, before the latter became a well-known coach in 
Pittsburgh. Older brothers Eric and Riley both played and found some 
success in the game, too, and three of Cooley’s cousins — LJ, Kaley and 
Ireland Mooney — are making their way in the sport as well. 

Hockey was going to find Logan Cooley at some point. But he doesn’t 
discount the impact that first experience had on how quickly he took to 
the game. “I’m sure I still would have tried hockey, at least. But I think 
being able to go out there with Sidney Crosby made it a lot more fun,” he 
says. “It’s hard to say where I would be right now if it wasn’t for that. It got 
me to love the game even more.” 

Once he was hooked on the sport, young Cooley bounced around a 
couple local AA teams in those early years, first the Mon Valley Thunder, 
then the Pittsburgh Predators. Neither program proved a good fit, the gap 
between his skillset and that of the kids around him already noticeable. In 
2015, he found a worthy challenge by going back to where it all began — 
joining the triple-A program run by the Penguins, the Pittsburgh Penguins 
Elite. “That was really the first time I was surrounded by extremely good 
Pittsburgh players,” Cooley says. “Before that, I was just playing AA at 
the time, the kids weren’t really close. … When I first went to the Pens 
Elite, there were a few good players on the team that, you know, you had 
to compete against, that were really good. It was my first time being in a 
real competitive [environment] when I was playing hockey.” 

It wasn’t his only first in the Pens Elite program. The year Cooley joined, 
the Penguins opened a brand new, sprawling practice facility in 
Cranberry, Penn., and moved their triple-A team there. Suddenly, at 12 
years old, Cooley was playing on the same ice Crosby and Evgeni Malkin 
marked up, in the same rink where the legends honed their skills, 
wearing a yellow Penguins jersey with ‘Cooley’ emblazoned on the back. 
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“My first experience seeing the Pens jersey was unbelievable,” he 
remembers. And weird, given his Caps fandom, he admits with a 
chuckle. 

All in all, the digs made for an overwhelming first couple months. “Just 
seeing how cool the facility was and everything, I wasn’t really focused 
on competing. I was just, you know, mind-blown by where I was playing,” 
he says. “But I think as time went on at the Pens Elite, I really started to 
grow my game, and continued to separate myself from the Pittsburgh-
area kids.” 

That separation didn’t take long, says Graham Harkins. The former Pens 
Elite bench boss coached Cooley for three years early in the young 
forward’s time in the program. He remembers well the very first game 
behind the bench with Cooley and his fellow 2004-birth-year teammates. 
“We were playing Team Maryland, another triple-A organization. First 
game of the year. We gave up a goal on the first shot,” Harkins says. He 
remembers shooting a look at his assistant coach, trying to convey 
something along the lines of, What did we get ourselves into? And then 
Cooley hopped over the boards. “Logan takes his first shift, goes end-to-
end, and scores. And we had a tie game. 

“I’m pretty sure Logan had six or seven points in the two games that 
weekend. I was like, ‘This is going to be a pretty fun year.’” 

The strides made by his former pupil since their years together are no 
surprise to Harkins, who counts Cooley in a class by himself compared to 
the other kids he saw come through the program. “I had the pleasure of 
working with some pretty good players at other birth years — Division I 
players — but the ability Logan had to take over a game, and make his 
teammates better, was evident from the first game,” he says. “I mean, I 
sometimes would shake my head, you know? Or look at an assistant 
coach and go, ‘There’s nothing you can do to coach that.’ It was just 
God-given ability. He was just the best player on the ice. 

“What I appreciate the most is his ability to make teammates better,” 
Harkins continues. “He could make any teammate that he played with 
better, but when you put him with the best possible kids, he has this 
ability to slow the game down, draw people to him, and create time and 
space for either himself or for teammates. … He can slow it down. He 
can play at a very fast pace. He just has a natural sense of where the 
space on the ice is.” 

That offensive side of the game seemed to come naturally. On the other 
side of the puck, it was how Cooley took to the work needed to round out 
his game that struck Harkins most. “We sat him down in a game against 
Columbus because he wasn’t moving the puck and he wasn’t playing 
both ends,” the coach remembers. “Instead of pouting about it, he asked 
about it. We showed him some examples on video and he was able to 
implement it. And really take that not as a negative, but as, ‘[This is] 
something I need to work on if I want to get to where I’m going.’” 

That eagerness to improve, to build, to grow, was a part of Cooley’s 
makeup from the very beginning. Harkins remembers seeing that drive 
during the centreman’s second year with the program, in his approach to 
earning his spot after dominating his first go-round. “It was after his 
peewee year. He’d probably had close to 120 points. Best player on the 
team. Had no worries at all about making the team for the following 
season,” the coach remembers with a laugh. “But after his first tryout, I 
knew he was not happy with how he played. And I asked him why. He 
said he wasn’t moving the puck and he wasn’t backchecking hard 
enough. In a tryout setting, where it’s very singular or individual-focused, 
he still had that team mentality and that wanting to be the best player on 
the ice. … He wanted to always be the best, to always show the best. 
And I thought that was something you don’t see out of 13-year-olds a lot.” 

“I sometimes would shake my head, you know? Or look at an assistant 
coach and go, ‘There’s nothing you can do to coach that.’ It was just 
God-given ability. He was just the best player on the ice.” 

Off the ice, Cooley was no less obsessed. He was a quiet, unassuming 
kid, Harkins remembers, with seemingly one thing always on his mind. 
“Hockey was pretty much his life,” the coach says. “If he wasn’t 
stickhandling, if he wasn’t doing something off the ice to get better, he 
was on the ice playing, or he was watching one of his two older brothers 
play. He was kind of a rink rat.” 

Moving through the program, from the Pens Elite’s U14 team to the 
U15s, Cooley was so far ahead of the pack, he got bumped up to play 
with the U16 group. “That’s kind of when I really knew that I could do 
something special with this game,” Cooley says. “I was taking big strides 
in my game, I was on the first power play for the 16s, being a younger 
guy, playing a ton.” 

It was around that time that Cooley first heard from the U.S. National 
Team Development Program, the dominant American outfit that’s 
produced a dozen top-15 NHL Draft picks in the past half-decade alone, 
including five first-overall selections, most recently Auston Matthews and 
Jack Hughes. It was the call Cooley had been waiting for, the call he’d 
been working towards. 

“One of our first meetings with him, I talked about player goals with him. 
He mentioned one of his goals was to be on the U.S. national program,” 
Harkins says. “I thought he had the ability to do it, but it was going to take 
buy-in from him, on and off the ice. 

“And to his credit, he really did.” 

F or a kid coming from the type of hockey community Cooley came from, 
the U.S. NTDP is the big-time. USA Hockey Arena, the program’s home 
base in Plymouth, Mich., is hallowed ground. Making that long-awaited 
jump, taking his talent outside of Pittsburgh for the first time in his young 
career after five years with the Pens Elite, brought its fair share of 
nerves. His mom, Cathy, made the move out to Michigan with him to 
ease the transition. And before long, Cooley was immersed in that high-
stakes environment, making strides once again. 

“Being able to compete every day in the weight room, in practice, against 
the best kids in the country at your birth year, it was something that you 
can’t have anywhere else,” he says. “Like, some practices were even 
harder than games, that’s just how hard we worked there. We pushed 
each other to be at our best every day.” Starting his stint with the NTDP’s 
U17 team, Cooley once again got bumped up as his skill on the sheet 
began to show. He split that first season, 2020-21, between the U17’s 
and U18’s, finishing the campaign with 20 goals and 46 points through 47 
total appearances. 

“I think that’s one of the reasons why they produce so many good NHL 
players, because there’s really no days off,” he says. “I mean, we’re all in 
the weight room for two hours, on the ice for two hours, and school. 
We’re at the rink all day long.” 

Soon, he was getting his first shot on the international stage, 
representing his country at the 2021 U18 World Championships in Frisco, 
Texas. He chipped in with a pair of assists over the tournament’s five 
games. He soaked it all in. “I wasn’t really thinking about the NHL at the 
time,” Cooley says. “I was just extremely happy to be able to represent 
the U.S., and wear that jersey every day, and be part of that special 
group [against] the best kids in the world.” 

The next season, Cooley came back hungry for another leap forward. 
Starting with the U18s, he found it, putting up 27 goals and 75 points 
through 51 games. The sterling showing led to more chances on the 
world stage, too — first in Monthey, Switzerland, where he put up seven 
points in four games at the 2021 U18 Five Nations tournament. Then it 
was on to Alberta for the World Junior Championship. Cooley put up one 
point in Team USA’s only game at the 2022 iteration, before COVID-19 
concerns shut the tournament down early. 

Getting another chance at international glory in May, at the 2022 U18 
World Championships in Germany, Cooley showed out, posting 10 points 
in six games to earn Top Forward honours while his side took home 
silver. And as the points and the accolades began to stack up, Cooley’s 
mind began to wander once again, back to that rink on Centre Avenue. 
To that looming day in early July, when he’s all-but-certain to take his first 
steps into the big leagues. 

“It’s kind of hard not to think about it, even during the season,” he says of 
the NHL Draft. “During the season it was something that you kind of had 
to let go and not really think about. But as the season ended, after 
Germany, I started to shift towards the Draft. Just thinking about what 
that day will be like. You know, seeing what kind of teams you think you’ll 
go to, little things like that.” He thought of celebrating with his parents, 
Eric and Cathy, with his uncles, his cousins. With his brothers. 
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“They’ve pushed me ever since I was a little kid,” he says of his siblings. 
“Being the younger guy going against them every day, it made me work 
harder every time I was on the ice with them, just because they were 
older and stronger. … They were always there for me. So I think to be 
able to share this moment with them, they’re a big part of this also. I think 
that’ll be a pretty cool moment for me and my brothers, and the rest of 
my family.” 

W hen that moment arrives, you can bet there will be a fair few cheering 
back home in Pittsburgh. For Cooley and for his journey, sure, but also 
for what it means for a city that doesn’t produce many NHLers, let alone 
top prospects, despite the storied history of its NHL team. “It would be 
something that’s really special,” says Harkins, whose own life on the ice 
started in Pittsburgh. “When I grew up, RJ Umberger was a first-round 
pick. He was about eight years older than I was. And everyone looked up 
to RJ as the Pittsburgh guy who made it. And then we had the [early ‘90s 
group]: Brandon Saad, JT Miller, Vince Trocheck, and John Gibson all 
kind of took the mantle as the best hockey players coming out of 
Pittsburgh. Since then, there’s been some Division I players, but it’s kind 
of cooled off a little bit.” 

That chill is what the Penguins hoped to change when the team 
increased its investment in the city’s youth hockey community. Still, no 
one’s claiming they foresaw a story like Cooley’s, a local kid rising to 
lottery-pick status. They just wanted to give kids a way to grow in the 
game without leaving town. “Vincent Trocheck, John Gibson, Brandon 
Saad, JT Miller — all those players started their hockey careers in 
Pittsburgh, but once they got to a certain age they felt, for competition 
and exposure, they had to leave the region,” says Hixon. “Really, one of 
our goals was try to keep these players local. To give them the 
opportunity to play and stay in their hometown, up until they have an 
opportunity to move on and go play junior hockey.” 

In Cooley, all that work has begun to come to fruition. “Logan grew up 
with the Pens Elite, he played for local teams, he played with local 
Pittsburgh kids. And that’s something that, you know, I don’t think you 
see as much,” Harkins says. “He did it in Pittsburgh.” 

The Penguins’ efforts are also starting to bear fruit even beyond Cooley. 
Past the thousands of kids that took their first spins through the Little 
Penguins, the Pens Elite has become a dominant program on the 
national stage. In 2021-22, nine of its squads finished in the top-10 
nationally among Tier 1 Level rankings. Since the program moved into its 
new facility in 2015, it’s claimed three national championships between 
the girls’ and boys’ sides. All that winning has spurred further interest and 
further growth. Pens Elite has expanded from 14 teams to 22, according 
to Hixon, bringing in more top-tier coaches, more pro-level resources. 
“The program has gone to another level across the board,” says Harkins. 
“Part of that is programs like the Little Penguins that’s making the access 
to the game more available. And then kids are playing and having fun 
and having some success.” 

Part of it, too, is the success at the big-league level, he says, led by the 
originator of that Little Penguins spark. While there’s much to be said of 
Crosby’s legacy in the sport after a dominant career that’s seen him rack 
up trophies at a historic pace, much to be said of his legacy in a Team 
Canada sweater, and back home in Nova Scotia, for those throughout 
the Steel City, No. 87’s impact has been no less significant Stateside. 

Armstrong moved back to Pittsburgh after his playing career came to an 
end in 2014. Now a hockey dad himself, he sees the impact of his former 
teammate’s program on a daily basis. “Everyone has a No. 87 hockey 
bag, all the little kids have the little No. 87 hockey jersey that you get 
when you sign up to do this program — I mean, in far-stretching rinks 
across southwestern Pennsylvania,” he says. 

“Logan played for local teams, he played with local Pittsburgh kids. And 
that’s something that I don’t think you see as much.” 

Another Canadian transplant who adopted Pittsburgh as home, he’s seen 
the weight of buying pricy gear on friends, on neighbours, on his own 
family. “That’s one of the biggest burdens,” he says. “I’m going to buy my 
kid hockey skates right now — it’s not cheap, it’s not easy. So, to be 
given the opportunity to try ice hockey and to be a part of that program, 
to be given equipment on top of it, head to toe, it just takes the headache 
of trying to get involved in the sport completely out of the way.” 

Crosby’s efforts have begun to ease that burden beyond Pittsburgh’s city 
limits, too. “Around 2015, we took it to the NHL,” Morehouse told NBC. 
“And the NHL now has the program running in most of the NHL cities.” 

Like Armstrong, Eric Neilson has had a front-row seat to Crosby’s work 
with youth hockey, both back in Nova Scotia and in Pittsburgh. A former 
teammate of No. 87’s in Rimouski, who’s remained one of his closest 
friends since, Neilson knows better than most how dedicated the 
Penguins captain is to this work. “He has so much passion for the game 
of hockey and so for him to give back, that gives him pure joy,” Neilson 
says. “It’s not something that’s forced. It’s not something that’s, ‘Oh, I 
have to do this.’ It’s, ‘I want to do this.’ 

“You know, I got to know Darryl pretty good over the years, on a personal 
level, away from the rink,” he continues, calling Crosby by the Darryl 
Sittler-inspired nickname they gave him in their QMJHL days. “It’s not too 
many times I’ve seen him happier than when he’s on the ice with those 
kids. That smile that he’s got, that’s a big, genuine smile. He’s about as 
happy as he’s ever going to get right there.” 

And come July 7, when Cooley’s name is called, come that first game in 
Pittsburgh, when Cooley and Crosby’s journey will come full circle, 
Neilson knows his friend will be looking on with pride. “It’s just something 
special and it’s very, very unique. I know that Darryl will never say it, but 
I’m sure he’s got a little smile on the inside about that. He’s very proud of 
that.” 

For now, Cooley’s turned his attention to the University of Minnesota, 
where he’s committed to suit up next season. He’s got his head down 
back home, skating with his cousins, his brothers, with some of those 
other big-league Pittsburghers who came before him. But every once in a 
while, when he’s driving down Centre Avenue, that thought comes back. 

Centre ice, under the lights, across from No. 87. 

“That’s something that for sure I’ve thought about,” he says. “It would 
definitely be a special moment. And I think a pretty funny moment, too. 
He’s the reason — he got me into hockey, you know? Made me fall in 
love with it, too, just watching him compete. To be able to play against 
him would just be crazy. It probably wouldn’t even feel real. 

“To be able to play against him would just be mind-boggling.” 
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TSN.CA / A 'giraffe' at times, Pickering brings plenty of upside to NHL 
draft 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Owen Pickering started the season as a C-level prospect on NHL Central 
Scouting's list of players to watch, which means he was considered a 
candidate to be selected in the fourth round or later. He heads to 
Montreal this week as a projected first-round pick.  

"Looking back even a year ago, if anybody would've told me I'd be in this 
position and getting this type of attention I probably would’ve told you 
[that] you were crazy," the Swift Current Broncos defenceman admits. 
"To be getting this type of recognition, it's pretty surreal." 

Pickering came in No. 23 on TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie's final 
ranking of prospects. TSN director of scouting Craig Button has the 
native of St. Adolphe, Man. going to the Vancouver Canucks at No. 15 in 
his final mock draft.   

Pickering has grown in size and stature over the years. 

"Three years ago, I was 5-foot-7 and hadn't really developed at all," he 
said. "I had a growth spurt and my body caught up to itself a little bit. My 
skating stride lengthened out. I know a lot of guys say when they grow 
their skating maybe gets a little more awkward, but I feel like mine 
improved." 
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Pickering, who now stands 6-foot-4, is still working to maximize his size. 
In a conversation with TSN, the 18-year-old opened up about that 
process and explained why Dallas Stars' defenceman Miro Heiskanen is 
his favourite player to watch. Pickering also shared how he managed to 
finish first in the VO2 max bike test at the NHL Scouting Combine.  

The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

TSN: Where are you at when it comes to using your size?  

Pickering: "There's different aspects within a game of how you use your 
size. One of my best attributes is how I use my stick when I'm defending. 
But I'm not really good at open-ice hitting. I kind of feel like a giraffe a 
little bit. I'm 6'4, 180, so still a lot of room to fill out. I try to play physical. I 
want to kill plays, pin guys and stuff like that, and that's the part of my 
game that can grow the most over the next little while once I put more 
weight on. People ask me what my biggest weakness is, and I'd say 
physical strength and explosiveness. So, obviously using my size that 
way is a work in progress, but I definitely don't lack the competitiveness." 

    The most interesting player to watch on Day 1 of the draft may very 
well be Owen Pickering 

    A 6'4 defender with untapped offence and still very much filling into his 
body. The upside could be high-end, pic.twitter.com/2hBVujTFRy 

    — /Cam Robinson/ (@Hockey_Robinson) June 22, 2022 

TSN: Who are your NHL role models?  

Pickering: "I watch Miro Heiskanen a lot. He's my favourite player. Travis 
Sanheim is another big one. We were picked in the exact same spot in 
the WHL draft. 'First overall in the ninth round,' is what I like to tell 
people, '177th overall.' So, I've looked up to him for a while." 

TSN: Sanheim also emerged as a first-round pick in the NHL draft. What 
do you take from him? 

Pickering: "He's a good skater. He's big with good offensive upside, but 
he's also good on defence. He's got a really good stick and is very good 
in transition as well." 

TSN: What about Heiskanen? 

Pickering: "He just looks like he's never trying. He makes the game look 
easy. He's very good at killing plays before they even start. He's very 
confident with his gap. On the offensive side of things, it's just the 
confidence he plays with. You watch the moves he makes at the blueline, 
and the shimmies are just so good, so I try to emulate that. He's one of 
the best defencemen if not the best defenceman in the world, so I watch 
him a lot."  

TSN: What do you remember most about your Western Hockey League 
draft day?  

Pickering: "I didn't know if I would get drafted and I was sitting in French 
class with a couple of friends. We had to hide the phone under a 
backpack because you couldn't have a phone in class. We were 
watching it and then I got picked and we stood up and we were like, 'I got 
picked!' My teacher was like, 'Give me the phone!' I was [explaining], 'I 
got picked in the WHL draft!' And my teacher was like, 'Good for you. 
Give me the phone.' It was a huge honour. Swift believed in me and gave 
me an opportunity. I owe a lot of my success to that organization and the 
people there. So, it definitely meant a lot."  

TSN: Do you think you'll hear from that French teacher after you get 
picked in the NHL draft?  

Pickering: "She's a great person, but she definitely was hard on the no-
phone rule. I don't think it registered. But hopefully I do."  

    Owen Pickering is a blueliner with the @SCBroncos and a multi-
talented athlete – he played provincial baseball as a pitcher and second 
baseman alongside fellow #NHLDraft prospects Conor Geekie and 
Denton Mateychuk. pic.twitter.com/iHXi1NlpRu 

    — NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) June 27, 2022 

TSN: How did you manage to elevate your game amid some adversity, 
including a coaching change, in Swift Current this season?  

Pickering: "We grew together. Even our coach, [Devan Praught], 
because it was his first head coaching job in the WHL. So, I think we all, 
as an organization, grew together. We have a got a lot of good, young 
talent and a good, young core. Honestly, it's been special being able to 
build a bond with those guys ... In terms of my game, I just had to stick to 
my process. You come to the rink every day and do the same things. I 
was playing about 30 minutes a night and got a lot of opportunity in all 
situations and that definitely helped me."  

TSN: You were named one of Team Canada's top three players at the 
under-18 World Championship. What did you take from that experience?  

Pickering: "It's tough to not look at that tournament through the lens of 
losing in the quarter-finals. It's not the expectation when you play for 
Team Canada. But it was a super cool experience, regardless. I had 
never been to Europe before, so going to Germany, it was kind of a 
different world over there. It's something I'll never forget. Growing up 
people tell you it's surreal to put on that Team Canada jersey and they're 
not lying. You see that jersey and it says, 'Pickering 27' on the back and 
you're just kind of like, 'Woah.'" 

TSN: Growing up as a Winnipeg Jets fan, what was your favourite 
moment?  

Pickering: "When [Patrik] Laine scored the playoff goal against Minnesota 
[in 2018] in Winnipeg with the white out. I remember watching that. I was 
at a family gathering. I was 10 minutes from the city and probably 30 
minutes from the downtown, but I swear I heard it just erupt. The whole 
city was behind the team, so that goal sticks out. He did the [I want noise 
gesture] to the fans. That was pretty cool." 

    Patrik Laine scores his first career playoff goal and fires up the 
Winnipeg Whiteout pic.twitter.com/WxqxN8rHsA 

    — Brady Trettenero (@BradyTrett) April 12, 2018 

TSN: The Jets have two picks in the first round. What would it mean to 
be selected by your hometown team?  

Pickering: "That'd be super special, obviously. It's the NHL, so I wouldn't 
complain going anywhere, but to be considered to go to Winnipeg would 
be super special for me and my family."  

TSN: What have the conversations with the Jets been like?  

Pickering: "Good. You don't really know what teams are interested and 
which are just doing their due diligence. It's really hard to tell who has 
more interest. But it's been good with them. Our combine interview went 
well and just looking forward to draft day."  

    Owen Pickering - D - @SCBroncos 

    He's getting lots of buzz lately. Easily one of the most improved WHL 
players from 2020-21 to today. Long stick. Breaks up rushes early. 
Engages physically. Finesse/deceptive passing in motion. Still massive 
room to grow. #2022NHLDraft pic.twitter.com/UrCNaHsT8G 

    — 🌬Joel Henderson  (@dathockeydoe) November 3, 2021 

TSN: At the scouting combine, you finished first in the VO2 max bike test, 
which measures the maximum amount of oxygen your body can utilize 
during exercise. How'd you pull that off?  

Pickering: "I'll sound like a bit of a loser here and say I've always worked 
pretty hard and always been able to push myself to the max – even in 
cross-country races as a kid. I feel like that's always been there for me. 
You can talk to my trainer and he'll probably echo that statement. That 
test is basically go until you can't go any more and I didn't want to quit." 

TSN: You went 15 minutes and 30 seconds, which is 29 seconds longer 
than anyone else. How did you feel afterwards?  

Pickering: "They give you a minute when you're sitting on the bike to 
gather yourself. I had a couple people around me just holding me up 
because I was swaying a little bit ... It's on the floor of a hockey rink, the 
concrete, so you have to step up onto the bench to leave and that step, 
probably six inches, was the hardest thing I've ever done. They took me 
to the dressing room, and I lay on the ground by the toilet for 20 minutes. 
I'd sit up to throw up and then lay back down. I went to my hotel room 
and threw up again. It took a day to recover from that. But it's an 
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opportunity to showcase yourself and your work ethic and your oxygen 
levels, I guess. I'm glad I did well, but it wasn't fun."  

TSN: You came in one spot ahead of your cousin, Denton Mateychuk, of 
the Moose Jaw Warriors on McKenzie's final rankings. Any bragging 
rights on the line between you guys at the draft?  

Pickering: "I get that question a lot. People ask if there's a wager and the 
answer is no. We talked a little bit about it and the draft but, honestly, 
he's a great player and person and I just hope he goes to a team that's a 
good fit. Obviously, we're competitive, but if we both go to teams that are 
a good fit, we'll both be happy. I'm looking forward to sharing the 
experience with him." 

TSN: What was it like partnering with him at the CHL Top Prospects 
Game?  

Pickering: "Really cool. He's fun to play with and easy to play with. I was 
paired with him for our entire peewee year. I played with him in spring 
hockey and then again in bantam. So, to go into a game like that and be 
paired with a familiar face was fun and we enjoyed it. We both had good 
games and that's all you can ask for."   

TSN: What do you appreciate about his game?  

Pickering: "His motor. He just goes, goes, goes, goes. Very good hockey 
sense and he's a really good passer, which is why he had all those 
assists." 

    Owen Pickering improved his outlet passing and passing in transition 
so much this season. This kinda stuff is real slick. 
pic.twitter.com/tAwKGdK5bG 

    — 🌬Joel Henderson  (@dathockeydoe) June 20, 2022 

TSN: I understand you play the violin. How did that start?  

Pickering: "I was six or seven and I was air violining while watching an 
orchestra on TV. My parents saw that, and they believe in music and how 
important it is and the next thing I knew I was in violin lessons."  

TSN: What do you like about it?  

Pickering: "It's just a release. I don't do any competitions or anything 
now, but I play probably once or twice a week. Sometimes I go a couple 
weeks without playing. It's a leisure thing. It's something totally different 
from hockey. You're just focused on the music and that's it." 
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TSN.CA / Fiala deal leaves Kings vulnerable to dual offer sheet strategy 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The Los Angeles Kings adding star winger Kevin Fiala in a deal with the 
Minnesota Wild last week certainly shuffled the deck in the Western 
Conference. A pesky playoff team last season, the Kings addressed a 
core need – scoring firepower – for a prospect and a first-round pick in 
the upcoming draft. 

Any time there’s an opportunity to add a player fresh off a 33-goal and 
85-point season, you must consider the deal. But there is an opportunity 
cost here. By way of the trade, the Kings also added a $55.1 million 
liability to their balance sheet, one that will hit their cap to the tune of $7.9 
million each year. 

That’s particularly notable considering the NHL’s current economic 
landscape. With the salary cap at $82.5-million, the Kings – who have 
just 36 rostered players and just under $12 million in remaining cap 
space – have a limited amount of money remaining for an awful lot of 
roster spots to fill. Of particular note: The Kings have seven restricted 
free agents to take care of this off-season. 

This is where an opportunistic rival team can take advantage of Los 
Angeles’ bet on Fiala. Amongst those seven restricted free agents are 
several valuable players who would normally command a pretty penny in 
an unrestricted market. The Kings likely hope to reach bridge deals with 
a number of these players for the next couple of seasons, while trying to 
secure 35-goal scorer Adrian Kempe at most any cost. 

But there are a lot of other names who played consequential minutes for 
this team a season ago, and that’s across both position groups: 

And so, it’s once again time to discuss the dual offer sheet strategy. 

For years now, we have talked about tendering dual offer sheets to cap-
distressed or cash-poor teams to force another club into a decision they 
don’t want to make. 

I’ve argued for years that the value of offer sheets are largely 
misunderstood; top-tier restricted free agents are too expensive when it 
comes to offer sheet compensation, and lower-end restricted free agents 
aren’t worth the hassle. 

There was a time where offer sheets were non-existent in the league, but 
the Carolina Hurricanes ended that streak last season. 

Consider this year’s restricted free agent compensation table, with 
particular attention to the middle range: 

For a team with all three available picks (a first, a second, and a third), a 
franchise can send simultaneous offer sheets – in this case towards Los 
Angeles – to land a coveted young player. 

There are many situations where this strategy doesn’t make sense, but 
for a cap-distressed team with multiple quality young players it is hoping 
to keep at a fractional cost, it can be deadly. 

This is where a team should be predatory with the Kings. Every team in 
the league would benefit from adding Kempe its roster. Los Angeles 
knows this, but any attempt to keep Kempe on a larger deal means there 
will be a squeeze across the rest of the roster. 

A player like Gabriel Vilardi – a former first-round pick in his own right – 
could naturally draw attention. Rookie surprise Sean Durzi could as well. 
But it’s Mikey Anderson, Drew Doughty’s defensive partner from a 
season ago, who looks like the big prize behind Kempe. 

Consider Anderson’s 2021-22 season. If we look at Anderson’s 
contributions (we will use Goals Above Replacement for an apples-to-
apples comparison across the league), we can get a feel for similarly 
productive players: 

That’s an impressive sophomore season for a 23-year-old defenceman. 
It’s also one that’s probably worth betting on for a team looking to fill a 
hole on a blueline. So, what would a dual offer sheet look like to 
potentially paralyze Los Angeles here? 

- Tender an offer sheet to forward Kempe at $6.3mm AAV at the cost of a 
first-round pick and a third-round pick. 

- Tender an offer sheet to defenceman Anderson at $4.2mm AAV at the 
cost of a second-round pick. 

If Los Angeles chooses to sign both players on these deals, they will be 
left with just $1.4-million in cap space to manage the rest of the roster. 
That’s not a crisis, but it’s not comfortable either and it would certainly 
require a series of moves the team may not want to make to become cap 
compliant. 

Such a move requires a team to have all its picks, and of course, the cap 
space. But in a hard cap league, tough decisions are sometimes 
required. And perhaps the cost of adding Fiala is losing a player the 
calibre of Kempe or, more realistically, Anderson. 

To the aggressor go the spoils! 
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USA TODAY / Coachella Valley Firebirds hire Jessica Campbell to be 
first female AHL assistant coach 

 

CALE CLINTON | USA TODAY Sports 

 

Coachella Valley Firebirds coach Dan Bylsma knew he wanted to talk to 
Jessica Campbell about being his assistant coach but had no way to 
contact her. 

He finally reached out through the email associated with JC 
Powerskating, her skating development school. 

“I actually thought it was spam,” said Campbell, who was introduced on 
Tuesday as the first female assistant coach in American Hockey League 
history. “I was being honest. It was such a nonchalant request, it was all 
professional. But usually, I get dads of youth hockey players that are 
messaging me for skating development, and not too often do I get the 
pros themselves landing on there.” 

The top assistant to former Stanley Cup-winning coach Bylsma will begin 
her duties by coaching a development camp for the Firebirds, the AHL's 
newest team that opens this fall as an affiliate to the NHL’s Seattle 
Kraken. 

“For me, it was a very easy yes," Campbell said. "Our conversations 
aligned a lot in just what we want to try to accomplish together. I’m 
excited to learn from Dan and our staff, but just to be a part of the Seattle 
Kraken organization and everything it stands for.” 

Campbell was an assistant coach for Germany at the 2022 men’s world 
championship, becoming the first woman to join the coaching staff of a 
national team participating in the world championships. This past season, 
Campbell joined the Tri-City Storm, a United States Hockey League 
development program, actively heading the Windy City Storm Girl’s 
Hockey program in Chicago while also serving as an assistant coach and 
skills coach for the Nurnberg Ice Tigers in the Deutsche Eishockey Liga. 

The 30-year-old Saskatchewan native and Cornell grad also was a top-
level player, representing Canada in two under-18 world championships. 
Campbell played three seasons for the Calgary Inferno of the Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League, winning the Clarkson Cup in 2016.  

That experience, coupled with the dedication to development, is what led 
Bylsma to hire Campbell. 

“I asked around to a few fellow coaches, [looking for] who those types of 
coaches might be or where they were at, and Jess’s name kept coming 
up,” Bylsma said. “That was when I approached Ron [Francis, the 
Kraken's general manager] as, like, ‘Hey, this is what I’m thinking as to 
how I want to build my staff.’ Who we want, who we need, what those 
coaches are like. Again, it kind of led to Jess again.” 

Campbell said her approach as a skating skills coach has made a big 
difference in her last three years behind the bench. 

“I understand when I’m working with players in skating and skill 
development, that the ice can be a very vulnerable space for them, 
working on their deficiencies,” said Campbell. “They’re coming to me in 
ways to improve their strengths, of course, but ultimately to work on their 
game. In some instances, that can be a pretty vulnerable space. You’ve 
got to have a trust in the coach that they’re working for you and not 
against you, that they’re working to support you and to communicate 
when it’s hard to communicate.” 

Campbell reflected on some of the coaches who helped her along the 
way. Her youth coach when she was 10 made her feel included and 
instilled confidence in her as the only girl on the roster, she said. 
Campbell also praised Doug Derraugh, her coach at Cornell. 

"I think now, and I'm sure Dan can argue with me when I say this, I feel 
like we're just a product of all the people that we come across, good and 
bad," she said. "And we take those pieces along the way, of who we 
meet. ... 

“From a coaching mentorship standpoint, Doug has been instrumental 
supporting me. You know, in fact, he encouraged me not to take the 
Cornell women’s hockey job and to continue to push boundaries, to 

chase this dream and stay in the men’s game. He’s inspiring, but I think 
it’s all of the components that make the great coach a great coach. I’m 
hoping to emulate the qualities that he shows every day.”  

Campbell joins a wave of recent women being hired or promoted in 
hockey. The Chicago Blackhawks recently announced that Meaghan 
Hunter was promoted to assistant general manager, while the Toronto 
Maple Leafs promoted Olympic gold medalist Hayley Wickenheiser to 
assistant GM on Tuesday. The New Jersey Devils named former U.S. 
women’s hockey captain and 2018 gold medalist Meghan Duggan as 
manager of player development in May.  Last week, the Washington 
Capitals promoted Emily Engel-Natzke to NHL video coordinator, making 
her the first full-time female coach in league history. 

“It’s been pretty remarkable just to see the journey of women in the 
game,” Campbell said. “I’ve been looking up for the past three years, four 
years since transition to coaching. There’s a lot of people that have been 
breaking down these barriers for women showing what’s possible. 
They’re coaches. They have knowledge. They play the game. They’re 
professionals there. They went to Ivy League universities. It’s not 
surprising. At the same time, I feel honored to be a part of that group and 
to know that I’m carrying a torch behind the bench for others that have 
aspirations to coach at the highest level.” 

USA TODAY LOADED: 07.06.2022 

1204297 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / NHL mock draft: Projected first-round picks for Thursday 
in Montreal 

 

Kyle Woodlief  |  Special to USA TODAY 

 

While this year's draft crop doesn’t offer the marquee value of some 
recent ones, there is a varied mix of skilled forwards as well as big and 
highly mobile defensemen in the top grouping. 

Red Line Report, the independent scouting newsletter, puts the first 14 
prospects in that top grouping. Then there’s a little dropoff to the next six 
to eight players, and another small break in the early 20s down through 
the late first round. 

Kyle Woodlief, the publisher and chief scout for Red Line Report, offers 
his mock draft for the first round that will be held on July 7 in Montreal:  

1. Montreal Canadiens — C Shane Wright 

6-0, 199, Kingston (Ontario Hockey League) 

A Nick Suzuki-Wright center combination could serve the Habs well for a 
decade-plus. GM Kent Hughes hasn’t fully committed to drafting Wright, 
but how can he not take him? He may not be a superstar, but he will be a 
No. 1 center. 

2. New Jersey Devils — C Logan Cooley 

5-10, 180, U.S. under-18 team 

All you have to do is look at Anaheim's Trevor Zegras to understand the 
impact Cooley will have. His speed creates breakaways, turnovers and 
excitement. 

3. Arizona Coyotes — LW Juraj Slafkovsky 

6-4, 229, TPS (Finland)  

He’s a beastly presence with finesse skills. He got everyone’s attention 
by leading the Olympic tournament with seven goals and helping 
Slovakia win the bronze medal. 

4. Seattle Kraken — D Simon Nemec 

6-10, 199, Nitra (Slovakia) 

After landing a polished offensive catalyst last year in Matty Beniers in 
the 2021 draft, the Kraken get a 
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showcase blue-liner this time around. He’s mature beyond his years, 
having already helped Slovakia win a bronze medal at the 2022 
Olympics. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers — RW Joakim Kemell 

5-10, 185, JYP (Finland) 

A skilled and energetic scorer. Even a shoulder injury couldn’t slow his 
rise up the rankings. Scoring six goals in five games at the under-18 
worlds enhanced his status. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Chicago Blackhawks) — C Matt Savoie 

5-10, 170, Winnipeg (Western Hockey League) 

If you are drafting solely on ability, Savoie goes in the top five. But teams 
may have him lower because he’s only 5-foot-9. You just have to 
convince yourself he’s another Paul Kariya or Marty St. Louis. 

7. Ottawa Senators — D David Jiricek 

6-3, 189, Plzen (Czech Republic) 

You can’t draft enough dependable defensemen. Jiricek is a safe pick 
because he’s a sure-fire top four defenseman who will contribute in a 
variety of ways. 

8. Detroit Red Wings — RW Jonathan Lekkerimäki 

5-10, 171, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

Perhaps the most explosive player in the draft. An exceptional skater and 
the dominant force at the under-18 world championships. 

9. Buffalo Sabres — LW Cutter Gauthier 

6-2, 210, U.S. under-18 team 

Big goal scorer is a well-rounded offensive player who has terrific size 
and skating ability, and 

drives the net hard. 

10. Anaheim — D Kevin Korchinski 

6-2, 185, Seattle (WHL) 

After dealing Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson, the Ducks need a 
mini-rebuild of their blue line. Korchinski is a potentially elite offensive 
stud who generated 61 assists - the first WHL rearguard to do that as a 
draft eligible since Darryl Sydor 32 years ago. 

11. San Jose Sharks — RW Jimmy Snuggerud 

6-1, 188, U.S. under-18 team 

The son of former NHLer Dave Snuggerud has the potential to be a big-
time NHL scorer. Owns a quick release, a powerful shot and a high 
compete level. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets — C Frank Nazar 

5-10, 180, U.S. under-18 team 

Great hands, clever player, shifty, dynamic. Could sneak into the top 10. 
Fascinating potential. 

13. New York Islanders — C Brad Lambert 

6-0, 183, Pelicans (Finland) 

The nephew of newly hired Islanders coach Lane Lambert seems like the 
perfect choice to juice up that team's offensive game. 

14. Winnipeg Jets — C Connor Geekie 

6-4, 190, Winnipeg (WHL) 

The fit is too good not to select the massive center from the local team. 
Needs to work on his skating, but already has the size and offensive 
ability to take the next step. 

15. Vancouver Canucks — D Pavel Mintyukov 

6-2, 194, Saginaw (OHL) 

He has the size, speed, skill and attitude to be an NHL top four 
defenseman. Can really run a power play. 

16. Buffalo Sabres (from Vegas Golden Knights) — C Marco Kasper 

6-1, 187, Rogle (Sweden) 

He’s a rugged 6-foot-1 center who’s hard to play against and effective in 
any role. Good skater, plenty of composure. 

17. Nashville Predators — LW Alexander Perevalov 

6-0, 191, Yaroslavl Jr. (Russia) 

It’s fair to wonder whether teams will be reluctant to draft Russian 
players. He could end up being a high value pick if he goes later in the 
draft. 

18. Dallas Stars —  LW Liam Öhgren 

6-1, 201, Djurgarden Jr. (Sweden) 

Showed an impressive level of all-around play at the under-18 worlds, 
and is one of the truly elite finishers in this class. 

19. Minnesota Wild (from Los Angeles Kings) — D Owen Pickering 

6-4, 180, Swift Current (WHL) 

Though the Wild got back defense prospect Brock Faber in the Kevin 
Fiala trade, Pickering is a 6-foot-4 blue-liner with plenty of upside. This 
diamond will need lots of polishing, but teams are intrigued by his 
potential. 

20. Washington Capitals — RW Danila Yurov 

6-1, 178, Magnitogorsk (Russia) 

The Caps have never been shy about drafting Russians, and he has the 
skills package they’re seeking. He’s a good fit as a strong skater who 
likes up-tempo hockey. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins — LW Isaac Howard 

5-10, 180, U.S. under-18 team 

He was a 33-goal scorer for the U.S. program, and dynamite at the 
under-18 worlds. He might be the fastest skater on that U.S. team, and is 
constantly dangerous in the scoring areas. 

22. Anaheim Ducks (from Boston Bruins) — C Owen Beck 

5-11, 187, Mississauga (OHL) 

Such a well-rounded center who is responsible defensively, dangerous 
offensively and the best faceoff man in the draft. 

23. St. Louis Blues — RW Jagger Firkus 

5-11, 151, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Probably only 160 pounds after eating a huge holiday meal, but the kid 
can create offense 

and has a nose for the net. If you want to believe in a smaller player, he’s 
the guy. 

24. Minnesota Wild — RW Rutger McGroarty 

6-1, 204, U.S. under-18 team 

Served as captain of Team USA. Has an NHL body and work ethic. Safe 
pick. You know he’s going to play in the NHL. He also boasts quality 
offensive skills and is confident in front of the net. 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs — D Lian Bichsel 

6-6, 225, Leksand (Sweden) 

The enormous Swiss-born defenseman has good mobility for his size. 
Big and nasty is always in style. 

26. Montreal Canadiens (from Calgary Flames) — D Tristan Luneau 
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6-2, 189, Gatineau (Quebec Major Junior Hockey League) 

Smart puck-moving defenseman is a smooth skater with great 
intelligence and character. 

27. Arizona Coyotes (from Carolina Hurricanes) — C David Goyette 

5-10, 175, Sudbury (OHL) 

He has been rising in the draft rankings all season, a reflection of how 
offensively productive he has been with 33 goals and 77 points in 63 
games. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (from Florida Panthers) — D Sam Rinzel 

6-4, 180, Chaska (Minn.) 

He’s 6-foot-4 and still only a junior in high school. Leads the Minnesota 
high school brigade and his upside as a confident, creative offensive 
defenseman is attractive to NHL scouts. 

29. Edmonton Oilers — C Luca Del Bel Belluz 

5-10, 179, Mississauga (OHL) 

Not blessed with blazing speed, but otherwise is a very complete player. 
Smart two-way center can help a team in many different facets. Good in 
the faceoff circle, an effective checker and can produce offense. 

30. Winnipeg Jets (from New York Rangers) — C Jiri Kulich 

5-11, 178, Karlovy Vary (Czech Republic) 

Picked up lots of support as a first-round pick by scoring nine goals at the 
under-18 worlds. His dynamic shot makes him dangerous on the power 
play. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning — C Denton Mateychuk 

5-10, 194, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

One of the most mobile skaters in the draft, Mateychuk is an attacking 
defenseman who moves confidently into the offensive zone. Takes care 
of business in his own end, too, often using his skating to get his team 
out of trouble. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (from Colorado Avalanche) — Ryan Chesley 

There’s no ‘Wow!’ factor here, but he’s an impressively effective 
defender. He’s a smart, thorough player with a high hockey IQ who 
always makes right play and is physical around the corners. 
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