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Hurricanes’ schedule for 2022-23 NHL season is out. Carolina to host Columbus for opener 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 25th anniversary season will begin 
against Columbus and end against Florida, and will feature 
the first outdoor game in Canes history. 

The NHL released the 2022-23 season schedule 
Wednesday, a day before the start of the 2022 NHL Draft in 
Montreal. 

The 2023 NHL Stadium Series game highlights the Canes’ 
schedule. Carolina will face the Washington Capitals on 
Saturday, Feb. 18 at 8 p.m. at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

The Hurricanes will open the season at home on Oct 12 
against the Blue Jackets. The final regular-season game, 
against the Panthers, is April 13 in Sunrise, Florida, as the 
Canes close with four of their last five games on the road. 

The Canes’ longest homestand will be five games, from Feb. 
16 to Feb. 25. Their longest road trip will be a six-game trip 
in late November and early December, beginning with a 
game against Pittsburgh. 

The Canes will face the Colorado Avalanche, the 2022 
Stanley Cup winners, in Denver on Nov. 12 and at PNC 
Arena on Nov. 17. 

The Canes will play 19 of their first 28 games away from 
home, going to San Jose on Oct, 14 for the Sharks’ first 
game at home, starting a five-game road trip during the N.C. 
State Fair. Carolina will have 14 sets of back-to-back games 
in the season. 

Carolina earlier announced its six-game preseason schedule 
that begins with a Sept. 27 game against Tampa Bay. 

The Canes have won divisional titles the past two seasons, 
winning a newly formed Central Division in the condensed 
2020-21 season and then the Metropolitan Division this past 
season as the NHL returned to an 82-game schedule. 

The Canes, in Rod Brind’Amour’s fourth year as head coach, 
were 54-20-8 last season and set franchise records in wins 
and points, topping the marks set by the 2006 Stanley Cup 
winners.

 

Carolina Hurricanes, like other teams, trying to find a ‘home run’ in 2022 NHL Draft 

By Chip Alexander 

It has been 10 years since the Carolina Hurricanes upstaged 
the NHL draft in Pittsburgh by trading for Penguins center 
Jordan Staal. 

The arena was rumbling the first night of the 2012 draft when 
NHL commissioner Gary Bettman announced the Canes had 
dealt center Brandon Sutter, defensive prospect Brian 
Dumoulin and their first-round pick to the Pens for Staal, then 
just 23 years old and a Stanley Cup winner. It was a 
blockbuster trade. 

The venue was mostly empty and things more sedate the 
second day when the seven-round draft was completed. All 
but overlooked was the Canes selecting another defensive 
prospect, Jaccob Slavin, in the fourth round. 

The kicker: Slavin wasn’t the first defenseman taken by the 
Canes in the fourth round. Trevor Carrick was chosen with 
the 115th overall pick, with Slavin at No. 120. 

That underscores what many have said about the NHL draft 
through the years: that it can be a crapshoot, especially in 
the middle rounds, and that there’s value to be found 
throughout the draft. There might even be a “home run” in 
the mix. 

The top guys in the draft, everyone has a good handle on — 
Shane Wright this year, for example. The Montreal 
Canadiens will have the first overall pick Thursday when the 

draft begins at Montreal’s Bell Centre, and Wright, the 
Kingston Frontenacs forward, could be their guy. 

The Hurricanes do not have a first-round pick this year, but 
head to Montreal with eight selections in the last six rounds. 
Their first pick: 60th overall in the second round. 

How deep is this year’s draft pool? That answer may not 
come for a few years. 

“When people ask that question, they talk about the top five, 
10, 15 picks,” said Canes assistant general manager Darren 
Yorke, the team’s director of amateur scouting. “I think over 
the years those would have different depth in terms of 
higher-end players, whether or not you have generational 
talent. I don’t know if this year’s draft is going to be as 
talented as next year, where you could have multiple 
generational players. 

“I think as a whole most drafts end up being the same 
because you’re talking about one or two players difference in 
the mid-rounds. That’s hard for anyone right now to say 
which one of these drafts over the last couple of years is 
going to have maybe one more seventh-rounder or one more 
sixth-rounder who turns into the substantial player.” 

Take the 205th pick, which the Canes have this year. In 
2003, the San Jose Sharks took Joe Pavelski at No. 205 in 
the seventh round. The Dallas Stars forward has 924 NHL 
points. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 7, 2022 

 

The Slavin pick by the Canes turned out to be a home run. 
Only 6-foot-1 and 170 pounds in 2012, with a big mop of 
hair, the Denver native then was on his way to play for 
Colorado College. Now 6-3 and 207 pounds, he’s one of the 
NHL’s best on the blue line, a former All-Star and an 
alternate captain for the Hurricanes who has played more 
than 500 games in seven seasons. 

“He plays the right way and does it at a high level,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said during the 2022 playoffs. 

Carrick, meanwhile, has played seven NHL games. Calle 
Andersson, a Swedish defenseman taken by the New York 
Rangers just ahead of Slavin in 2012, has not played in the 
NHL. 

“In the late to middle rounds, beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder,” Yorke said. 

The Canes have had some misses — mid-round and in other 
rounds. In 2009, they viewed Philippe Paradis as a forward 
with size and a hard, heavy shot and took him in the first 
round, 27th overall. He, too, has never been in an NHL 
game. 

A year ago, the Canes decided to trade their first-round pick 
to Nashville for a pair of second-rounders, moving down in 
the draft. Their first pick was 40th, when they took 
defenseman Scott Morrow out of Shattuck St. Mary’s Prep in 
Minnesota, where he decided to stay for an extra year rather 
than getting in a season in the USHL. 

“I try to be offensive but I think I’m a 200-foot player and I 
play to win,” Morrow told the media on his draft day, also 
noting he admired the “track record” the Canes had in 
developing defensemen. 

Morrow, in his first year at UMass, was the second highest 
draft selection in program history — behind defenseman 
Cale Makar of the Colorado Avalanche. 

Morrow ranked first among Hockey East defensemen this 
past season in points with 33, with 13 goals and 20 assists in 
37 games. Listed at 6-2 and 192 pounds, the right-shot D-
man was named to the Hockey East’s All-Star First Team. 

Morrow, from Darien, Connecticut, was named to Team USA 
for the 2022 World Junior Championship, which was 
postponed because of the pandemic and will be played in 
August in Edmonton. 

“Coming from high school hockey to college hockey is such a 
huge jump,” Yorke said. “But Scott has really answered 
every question about him and continued to develop.” 

That’s what the Hurricanes are looking for with each draft 
selection, regardless of the round or number: development 
and improvement. Then, in a few years, they’ll know how 
much value they brought. 

How to Watch the NHL Draft 

▪ Watch: Round 1 on Thursday beginning at 7 p.m. on ESPN 
and ESPN+ 

▪ Watch: Rounds 2-7 on Friday beginning at 11 a.m. on NHL 
Network and ESPN+ 

Hurricanes Picks at 2022 NHL Draft 

Selections 

First round – None 

Second round – No. 60 

Third round – No. 71 (from Blackhawks) 

Fourth round – No. 124 

Fifth round – No. 156 

Sixth round – Nos. 171 (from Ducks), 188 

Seventh round – Nos. 205 (from Blue Jackets), 220. 

Hurricanes Value Picks in the Draft 

2015 — Forward Sebastian Aho, second round, No. 35. 
Thirty-one teams including the Canes passed on the Finn in 
the first round. The Canes didn’t pass in the second. 

2015 — Forward Steven Lorentz, seventh round, No. 186. 
What are the odds of seventh-rounders playing more than 
100 NHL games? Lorentz has. 

2013 — Defenseman Brett Pesce, third round, No. 66. Some 
call him underrated but not the Canes. A fixture on the blue 
line. 

2012 — Defenseman Jaccob Slavin, fourth round, No. 120. 
Former NHL All-Star and Canes’ best D-man. 

1998 — Forward Erik Cole, third round, No. 71. Hard-
charging winger played almost 900 games in his career, 557 
in nine seasons with Canes. 

Hurricanes Low-Value Picks in Draft History 

2009 — Forward Philippe Paradis, first round, No. 27. Canes 
traded him to Toronto a few months after drafting him. Has 
never played in the NHL. 

2000 — Tomas Kurka, second round, No. 32. The Czech 
winger played 17 games for Carolina but spent most of his 
career in Europe. 

1999 — Forward Brett Lysak, second round, No. 49. A big 
scorer in junior hockey, he played two NHL games, both with 
the Canes. 

1998 — Forward Jeff Heerema, first round, No. 11. The 
Thunder Bay, Ontario native, a cousin of the Staal brothers, 
played 10 games for Carolina. 

1997 — Defenseman Nikos Tselios, first round, No. 22. Has 
distinction of being Hurricanes’ first draft pick. Played two 
games and spent most of career in minors.
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Draft Week: Second Day Steals And Notable #60 

Looking back at some of Carolina's best picks on the second 
day and some other players taken in the slot of this year's 
current first pick 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes currently do not 
own a first round selection in the 2022 NHL Draft. 

However, when you can steal players such as these on the 
second day, that's not a problem. 

Erik Cole 

Selected At: Round 3, Pick #71 (1998) 

Chosen after two impressive seasons at Clarkson University, 
Cole would go on to play parts of nine seasons with the 
Canes en route to becoming one of the best statistical 
forwards in team history. 

Playing for the team from 2001-2011, he currently ranks fifth 
in team history in points (363), sixth in goals (168), seventh 
in games played (557) and eighth in assists (195), all in 
addition to being third in penalty minutes (494). 

Not only a member of the 2006 Stanley Cup-winning team, 
the New York-born winger also represented the United 
States at the Olympic Games that year. 

Justin Faulk 

Selected At: Round 2, Pick #37 (2010) 

Since the team's move to North Carolina in 1997, no 
defenseman has scored more goals than Justin Faulk's 85. 
In fact, the next closest is Dougie Hamilton with 42. 

Only Glen Wesley, whose #2 hangs in the rafters of PNC 
Arena, and Adam Burt have played more games as a 
defenseman for the franchise than Faulk. 

Mix in the fact that he served as a member of the leadership 
group for his final four seasons in Raleigh, it's safe to say 
that the right-handed blueliner was a successful pick at his 
slot. 

Frederik Andersen  

Selected At: Round 7, Pick #187 (2010) 

There is a bit of an asterisk here, as Andersen didn't sign 
with the Canes after being drafted, electing to go through the 
draft again. However, now that his career has led him to 
Raleigh, this feels a bit more just. 

Goalies have always been an enigma in the draft, but getting 
someone who becomes a majority starter, two-time All-Star 

and two-time Jennings Trophy-winner is a home run for the 
seventh round. 

With a career record of 261-114-51 and a .916 save 
percentage, it's already been a pretty good career for 
Andersen and given how strong his 2021-22 regular season 
was, his story is far from finished as well. 

Jaccob Slavin  

Selected At: Round 4, Pick #120 (2012) 

From the fourth round to one of the best defenders in all of 
the NHL. The NHL.com's writers recently did a redraft of the 
2012 event and had Slavin ranked as the third-best player 
from the class. 

He's already brought home a Lady Byng Trophy for his 
gentlemanly conduct and many believe he's deserving of 
winning a Norris Trophy before his career comes to a close. 

With 508 games played as a member of the team and being 
just 28 years of age, Slavin could move into the top three in 
terms of games played by a defenseman for the franchise 
next year and perhaps eventually top Wesley's 913. 

Brett Pesce  

Selected At: Round 3, Pick #66 (2013) 

Right behind Slavin on the list of most games played by a 
blueliner in franchise history is Pesce with his 475. Again, at 
just 27, Pesce is likely to climb inside the top five during the 
2022-23 season. 

A stable, solid and steady piece to the team's right side, the 
upcoming 2022-23 campaign will be his eighth as a member 
of the team. 

Sebastian Aho  

Selected At: Round 2, Pick #35 (2015) 

Taken just outside the first round, Aho has already become 
established as a top player in a draft that included players 
like Connor McDavid, Jack Eichel and Mitch Marner. In fact, 
only McDavid has more goals thus far from the class. 

Aho's led the Canes in scoring for the past five seasons and 
has already set new postseason franchise records for points 
and assists. 

He's become the team's number one center and at just 24 
years old, it's exciting to think about how his career will 
continue to grow in Raleigh. If NHL players had gone to the 
Olympics in both 2018 & 2022, Aho likely would have been 
on both teams. 
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It's been six seasons of excellent play from #20, who entered 
the league at a ripe, young 18 and perhaps the best is yet to 
come. 

Notable Selections At Pick #60 

2012: Damon Severson - New Jersey Devils 

2009: Tomas Tatar - Detroit Red Wings 

2004: Brandon Dubinsky - New York Rangers 

1984: Ray Sheppard - Buffalo Sabres 

1980: Tom Fergus - Boston Bruins

 

Breaking Down The Canes 2022-23 Regular Season Schedule 

Examining the trends, the trips and how the Canes' 82 
games in 183 days will unfold 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Is it October yet? 

Not quite, but you can start making your plans for it now.   

Opening Night 

The Canes will open their 25th anniversary season on 
Wednesday, October 12 against the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Start Times 

All Monday-Saturday home games will start at 7 p.m. with 
the exception of the following games: 

 Saturday, November 26 vs. Calgary - 4 p.m. 

 Saturday, February 18 vs. Washington - 8 p.m. 
(Stadium Series) 

All Sunday home games will begin at 5 p.m. with the 
exception of the following games: 

 Sunday, March 5 vs. Tampa Bay - 3 p.m. 

 Sunday, April 2 vs. New York Islanders - 6 p.m. 

Schedule Breakdown 

The Canes will play all Metropolitan Division teams four 
times, twice at home and twice on the road, with the 
exception of the Columbus Blue Jackets and Washington 
Capitals. Carolina will only face those two teams, and all 
eight Atlantic Division teams three times due to the addition 
of the Seattle Kraken, in order to keep the schedule at 82 
games. 

The Canes will play all Western Conference opponents 
twice, one at home and once on the road. 

Home Ice Advantage 

Carolina finished 29-8-4 at PNC Arena during the 2021-22 
regular season campaign, the fifth-most wins at home by any 
NHL club. 

The team's longest home stretch of the upcoming schedule 
will be just five games, taking place from Thursday, February 
16 to Saturday, February 25. 

Conversely, the club will have a six-game road trip from 
November 29 to December 13, including stops in Pittsburgh, 
St. Louis, Los Angeles, Anaheim, Long Island and Detroit. 

Active Around The Holidays 

Whether you're looking for something to do with the family, 
or an excuse to get away from them, the Canes schedule 
can assist with both this season. 

The team will take on the Arizona Coyotes the night before 
American Thanksgiving (Wednesday, November 23) and 
then be right back in action for a Black Friday matinee in 
Boston. They'll then return right back home for a special 
Saturday 4 p.m. puck drop at PNC Arena against the Calgary 
Flames. 

Leading into the holiday break the Canes will play December 
20, 22 and 23, with both the opening and closing game of the 
trio being at home. Following the league-mandated off days 
of December 24-26, the team will get immediately back to 
work on December 27 at home against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Then, the team will close out the calendar year with contests 
December 30 and January 1. New Year's Day will be an 
afternoon contest in Newark against the New Jersey Devils. 

All-Star Break 

The 2023 Honda All-Star Game is slated to take place in 
Sunrise, FL on February 3-4. 

Hosted by the Florida Panthers at FLA Live Arena, the 
league will host the Honda All-Star Skills on Friday the 3rd 
and then the Honda NHL All-Star Game on Saturday the 4th. 

Because of this the Canes will not have games from 
Thursday, February 2 until Saturday, February 11, their 
longest stretch without a game. 

Mayhem In March 

The busiest month of the team's season will be March, when 
they'll play 16 games in just 30 of the 31 days. 

Eight contests will be at home and eight will be on the road. 

Working For The Weekend 

21 of Carolina's 41 home games will take place on either a 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 

In total, the breakdown by day of the week is as follows: 

Monday: One (1) Game 

Tuesday: Nine (9) Games 

Wednesday: Two (2) Games 

Thursday: Eight (8) Games 

Friday: Six (6) Games 
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Saturday: Eight (8) Games 

Sunday: Seven (7) Games 

Additional Dates To Jot Down: 

Thursday, November 10: Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl 
and the Edmonton Oilers come to Raleigh. 

Thursday, November 17: The Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche make their only trip of the season to 
North Carolina. 

Thursday, December 15: The Seattle Kraken make their 
second-ever trek to The Triangle. 

Saturday, February 11: The New York Rangers come to 
PNC Arena for the first time since the battle in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

Season Ticket Memberships On Sale Now 

The best way to never miss a second of the Canes 2022-23 
season is to lock into a full Season Ticket Membership.

 

2022 Canes NHL Draft Preview 

Carolina currently owns eight picks at this year's event, with 
their first coming at #60 overall 

By Walt Ruff 

MONTREAL - For the first time since 2019 the NHL Draft will 
be held in-person, beginning tonight at the Bell Centre, home 
of the Montreal Canadiens. 

WHEN: Round 1 will begin at 7 p.m. EST on Thursday. 
Rounds 2-7 will take place starting at 11 a.m. on Friday. 

WATCH: Round 1 will be televised on ESPN in the United 
States. Rounds 2-7 will be shown on NHL Network and 
ESPN+. 

THE PICKS: At the moment the Canes do not own a first 
round pick. They hold eight selections, all of which would 
take place on Friday. 

 Second Round - #60 Overall 

 Third Round - #71 Overall (Acquired from Chicago 
for a 2021 Third Round Pick) 

 Fourth Round - #121 Overall 

 Fifth Round - #156 Overall 

 Sixth Round - #171 Overall (Acquired from Anaheim 
with Jani Hakanpaa for Haydn Fleury) 

 Sixth Round - #188 Overall 

 Seventh Round - #205 Overall (Acquired from 
Columbus for the signing rights to Gregory 
Hofmann) 

 Seventh Round - #220 Overall 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO BE PICKED?: All North American 
players who are 18 years old by September 15 the year of 
their draft and under 20 years of age by December 15 of that 
same year can be selected. Players that are not from North 
America are eligible to be chosen under the same guidelines 
until they are 21 years of age. 

Players born between September 16, 2003 and September 
15, 2004 are in their first year of eligibility. 

WHAT IS NEXT FOR THE KIDS WHO ARE 
PICKED?: Some players will go the route of NCAA hockey, 
some will remain in North American junior hockey and some 
will stay overseas. There may be some that are able to jump 
to the NHL right away, although that would likely only be a 
player or two from the very top of this year's draft. Canada's 
three major junior leagues, all under the umbrella of the CHL 
(Canadian Hockey League), allow players to play until they 
are 21 years of age. For those going the collegiate route, the 
prospect could play anywhere from one to five seasons. 

WHO WILL BE SELECTED FIRST OVERALL? That remains 
to be seen. To view the NHL's Final Prospect Rankings, click 
here. 

HOW CAN I FOLLOW ALONG ONLINE?: The NHL's Draft 
Tracker can be viewed here.
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About Last Season: Brady Skjei 

Skjei had his best season as a Hurricane so far in 2021-22.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Brady Skjei 2021-22 By The Numbers 

Age: 28 

NHL Seasons: 7 

Scoring: 9 goals, 30 assists, 39 points in 82 games 

Playoff scoring: 1 goal, 2 assists, 3 points in 14 games 

Advanced statistics: 55.08 CF%, 54.11 SCF%, 52.51 xGF%, 
59.02 GF% 

Average TOI: 18:32 ES, 0:07 PP, 2:28 SH  

Contract status: Two years remaining, $5.25 million AAV 

When the Hurricanes traded a first-round pick for Brady Skjei 
at the 2020 trade deadline, it raised some eyebrows. A first 
rounder for a defenseman who’d been struggling with four 
years left on a cap hit north of $5 million? 

And, as with many puck-moving defensemen the Canes 
have acquired, it took Skjei some time to adjust. But he got 
better and better as his Hurricanes career continued and he 
settled in and got comfortable. And, in 2021-22, he had 
easily his best season as a Hurricane, and probably the best 
season of his NHL career since his rookie season with the 
Rangers in 2016-17.  

He teamed up with Brett Pesce to form a rock-solid second 
defensive pairing for the Hurricanes. Those two are a natural 
fit for each other, with Skjei’s offensive instincts and ability to 
skate the puck up the ice, jump into the play in the offensive 
zone and make plays perfectly complemented by Pesce’s 
shutdown game.  

Skjei’s no slouch defensively either, showing an ability to 
break up plays with his stick and skate the puck out of 
trouble in the defensive zone. He did still have some 

defensive breakdowns this season, but overall it was a 
much-improved year for him in that regard. 

Those two were a tremendously reliable defensive pairing for 
the Hurricanes in 2021-22, and were one of the better two-
way defensive pairings in the league. 

Skjei also played over two minutes per game on a 
Hurricanes penalty kill that finished as the best in the league 
in the regular season.  

It was a breakout year offensively for Skjei too, as that 
aforementioned offensive ability paid dividends in the form of 
a career-high nine goals and career-high-tying 39 points.  

Most of that came in the second half of the season, as, 
starting with a two-goal game against Columbus on New 
Year’s Day, Skjei posted eight goals, 24 assists and 32 
points in the 2022 portion of the regular season.  

Skjei set career bests pretty much across the board with his 
advanced stats as well, establishing himself as an extremely 
reliable piece of the Hurricanes’ top four alongside Pesce.  

It’s worth noting he struggled on both sides of the puck in the 
postseason, but he wasn’t exactly alone in that regard, 
particularly on the road.  

It’s now clear why the Hurricanes wanted to go get Skjei: at 
his best, he’s reliable, two-way, top-four defenseman 
capable of skating the puck up the ice, making plays in the 
offensive zone and breaking them up in his own zone.  

And he was at his best for most of 2021-22. The Hurricanes 
will again face some turmoil on their blue line this summer as 
they must decide whether or not to re-sign Tony DeAngelo, 
and, if they don’t, who pairs with Jaccob Slavin on opening 
night next year.  

But, thanks in large part to Skjei’s breakout 2021-22 and 
chemistry with Pesce, they can go into next year feeling 
good about their second pairing.
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Hurricanes, NHL announce 2022-23 schedule 

The 2022-23 schedule is here! 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The NHL released the full schedule for the 2022-23 season 
Wednesday, and with it the Carolina Hurricanes now have 
their full year planned out.  

From the team’s website, here’s the full schedule in 
convenient picture form: 

After playing six preseason games in late September and 
early October, the Hurricanes will open the regular season at 
home against Columbus on Oct. 12 before heading on the 
road for two weeks while the state fair is in Raleigh.  

That five-game road trip will be the Canes’ second-longest of 
the season, with a six-game trip in November and December 
the longest.  

Carolina’s longest home stand will come in February, as the 
Canes will play five straight games in Raleigh.  

The biggest date to circle on the calendar for Carolina comes 
during that stretch on Feb. 18, as the Canes will host the 
Capitals across the road in Carter-Finley Stadium for the first 
outdoor game in franchise history.  

All-Star weekend will be Feb. 3-4, while the regular season 
will finish on April 13.  

Full Schedule 

Preseason 

9/27 vs. Tampa Bay 

9/28 at Tampa Bay 

9/29 at Florida 

10/1 vs. Florida 

10/3 vs. Columbus 

10/4 at Buffalo 

October 

10/12 vs. Columbus 

10/14 at San Jose 

10/17 at Seattle 

10/20 at Edmonton 

10/22 at Calgary 

10/24 at Vancouver 

10/28 vs. New York Islanders 

10/29 at Philadelphia 

10/31 vs. Washington 

November 

11/3 at Tampa Bay 

11/4 vs. Buffalo 

11/6 vs. Toronto 

11/9 at Florida 

11/10 vs. Edmonton 

11/12 at Colorado 

11/14 at Chicago 

11/17 vs. Colorado 

11/19 at Minnesota 

11/21 at Winnipeg 

11/23 vs. Arizona 

11/25 at Boston 

11/26 vs. Calgary 

11/29 at Pittsburgh 

December 

12/1 at St. Louis 

12/3 at Los Angeles 

12/6 at Anaheim 

12/10 at New York Islanders 

12/13 at Detroit 

12/15 vs. Seattle 

12/17 vs. Dallas 

12/18 vs. Pittsburgh 

12/20 vs. New Jersey 

12/22 at Pittsburgh 

12/23 vs. Philadelphia 

12/27 vs. Chicago 

12/30 vs. Florida 

January 

1/1 at New Jersey 

1/3 at New York Rangers 

1/5 vs. Nashville 

1/7 at Columbus 

1/10 vs. New Jersey 

1/12 vs. Columbus 

1/14 vs. Pittsburgh 

1/15 vs. Vancouver 

1/19 vs. Minnesota 

1/21 at New York Islanders 

1/25 at Dallas 

1/27 vs. San Jose 
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1/29 vs. Boston 

1/31 vs. Los Angeles 

February 

2/1 at Buffalo 

2/3-2/4 — All-Star Weekend in Florida 

2/11 vs. New York Rangers 

2/14 at Washington 

2/16 vs. Montreal 

2/18 vs. Washington (Carter-Finley Stadium) 

2/21 vs. St. Louis 

2/24 vs. Ottawa 

2/25 vs. Anaheim 

March 

3/1 at Vegas 

3/3 at Arizona 

3/5 vs. Tampa Bay 

3/7 at Montreal 

3/9 vs. Philadelphia 

3/11 vs. Vegas 

3/12 at New Jersey 

3/14 vs. Winnipeg 

3/17 at Toronto 

3/18 at Philadelphia 

3/21 at New York Rangers 

3/23 vs. New York Rangers 

3/25 vs. Toronto 

3/26 vs. Boston  

3/28 vs. Tampa Bay 

3/30 at Detroit 

April 

4/1 at Montreal 

4/2 vs. New York Islanders 

4/4 vs. Ottawa 

4/6 at Nashville 

4/8 at Buffalo 

4/10 at Ottawa 

4/11 vs. Detroit 

4/13 at Florida

 

 

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article263217283.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article263186983.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/draft-week-second-day-steals-and-notable-number-60/c-334809714 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/breaking-down-the-canes-2022-23-regular-season-schedule/c-334815456 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/2022-canes-nhl-draft-preview/c-334832444 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/6/23195791/about-last-season-brady-skjei-brett-pesce-carolina-hurricanes-2021-22 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/6/23197281/hurricanes-nhl-announce-2022-23-schedule 
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1204325 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ schedule for 2022-23 NHL season is out. Carolina to host 
Columbus for opener 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED JULY 06, 2022 7:18 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 25th anniversary season will begin against 
Columbus and end against Florida, and will feature the first outdoor 
game in Canes history. 

The NHL released the 2022-23 season schedule Wednesday, a day 
before the start of the 2022 NHL Draft in Montreal. 

The 2023 NHL Stadium Series game highlights the Canes’ schedule. 
Carolina will face the Washington Capitals on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 8 p.m. 
at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium. 

The Hurricanes will open the season at home on Oct 12 against the Blue 
Jackets. The final regular-season game, against the Panthers, is April 13 
in Sunrise, Florida, as the Canes close with four of their last five games 
on the road. 

The Canes’ longest homestand will be five games, from Feb. 16 to Feb. 
25. Their longest road trip will be a six-game trip in late November and 
early December, beginning with a game against Pittsburgh. 

The Canes will face the Colorado Avalanche, the 2022 Stanley Cup 
winners, in Denver on Nov. 12 and at PNC Arena on Nov. 17. 

The Canes will play 19 of their first 28 games away from home, going to 
San Jose on Oct, 14 for the Sharks’ first game at home, starting a five-
game road trip during the N.C. State Fair. Carolina will have 14 sets of 
back-to-back games in the season. 

Carolina earlier announced its six-game preseason schedule that begins 
with a Sept. 27 game against Tampa Bay. 

The Canes have won divisional titles the past two seasons, winning a 
newly formed Central Division in the condensed 2020-21 season and 
then the Metropolitan Division this past season as the NHL returned to an 
82-game schedule. 

The Canes, in Rod Brind’Amour’s fourth year as head coach, were 54-
20-8 last season and set franchise records in wins and points, topping 
the marks set by the 2006 Stanley Cup winners. 
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How many watched Joey Chestnut gobble hot dogs and headlock a guy? 
Sports on TV 

 

Bill Shea7-9 minutes 07/07/2022 

 

America still loves to watch sweaty people horking down piles of hot dogs 
on a sweltering Independence Day — and this year’s Super Bowl of 
competitive eating even included the nation’s dog-chomping GOAT 
briefly putting a guy in a headlock. 

We’re talking about the annual Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Contest, which returned after two years to its traditional Coney Island 
location in Brooklyn. And yes, Joey “Jaws” Chestnut won for the seventh 
straight time and 15th overall. 

Joey Chestnut wins his 1⃣5 ⃣th Nathan's Famous Hot Dog Eating 
championship   pic.twitter.com/oyk84XEa0z 

— ESPN (@espn) July 4, 2022 

How many people watched? A lot, but it’s complicated, like everything 
else about TV these days, to explain. The live broadcasts were on 
ESPN’s sibling networks that aren’t tracked by Nielsen, the network said, 
but the men’s event replay on ESPN itself at 4 p.m. Monday averaged 
1.03 million viewers. 

That tops 2020 — just about everything tops 2020 — but is about 
350,000 fewer than last year or pre-pandemic 2019. Airing on Big ESPN 
will always command more eyeballs. 

Between the live broadcasts and the replays later in the day, the frank-
chowin’ probably did earn ESPN a healthy total combined audience — 
healthy for business, not the contestants’ sodium and cholesterol levels 
— and that was among the viewership best for sports over the last week, 
based on ShowBuzz Daily’s weekly tally. 

The 2020 contest was the least-watched broadcast of the event since 
2005, when just 860,000 watched live. 

Why did the eating contests end up on the smaller channels? 

Tennis. 

The hot-dog-eating orgy has traditionally aired live mostly on ESPN or 
ESPN2. But because of Wimbledon — ESPN has had the sole U.S. 
media rights with the All England Lawn Tennis Club since 2011 and 
extended them last summer through 2035 — the hot dog contests got 
shoved out of the main lineup. 

The women’s portion of the event aired live at 10:45 a.m. on ESPN3, and 
saw Miki Sudo return after a year off to win again with 40 hot dogs in 10 
minutes. 

The dudes’ contest aired at noon on ESPNEWS. Chestnut, who was in a 
walking cast for a lower leg injury, housed 63 wieners and buns in 10 
minutes, which was off his record pace of 76 set a year ago. He still won 
on Monday by 15 dogs, earning him his seventh consecutive title. 

On social media, people have taken to calling the 6-foot-1, 230-pound 
Chestnut’s performance while hurt the equivalent of Michael Jordan’s “flu 
game” that saw him score 38 points in Game 5 of the 1997 NBA Finals 
while sick. 

All in good fun, of course, but there’s little doubt that Chestnut, 38, is the 
greatest competitive eater this nation has ever produced, a fact that must 
plague the ghost of poor King George III, who literally couldn’t have 
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imagined England’s former colonies celebrating independence with a 
national TV broadcast of Major League Eating’s signature event. 

What a country! 

And it gets better/weirder. 

When Chestnut was at 17 hot dogs, a protestor in a cheap Darth Vader 
mask got on stage next to him and held up a small black and white sign 
that read, “EXPOSE SMITHFIELD’S DEATH STAR” which reportedly 
was a reference to Virginia-based Smithfield Foods, a major food 
supplier that has been in the crosshairs of animal rights activists. 

The Vader character bumped into Chestnut, who swiftly put him in a 
headlock and tossed him backwards to where event staff hustled him 
away. Such drama! I asked Darren Rovell, the Action Network sports 
business analyst who convinced ESPN to air the contest in 2004 when 
he worked in Bristol, if this was the craziest Nathan’s contest he’s seen, 
and his response was YES. 

If not for the incident, Chestnut may have ingested a few more encased 
meat tubes live on national television, but we’ll never know. 

Nathan’s Famous said it donated 100,000 hot dogs to the Food Bank for 
New York City prior to Monday’s contests. 

One final note: Ketchup is the best condiment for hot dogs, not mustard. 
Feel free to politely disagree in the comments, but you’re wrong. 

TENNIS: ABC’s Wimbledon coverage over the weekend averaged 1.7 
million viewers on Saturday and 1.5 million on Sunday, per ESPN (which 
handles ABC sporting events for joint owner Disney). The weekend’s 
peak viewership was 2.2 million at 4 p.m. Sunday, and the first full week 
of coverage on ABC and ESPN has averaged 627,000 viewers — a 35 
percent increase over 2021. 

PRO FOOTBALL: The rebooted-but-different-entity USFL ended its 
inaugural season on Sunday with the Birmingham Stallions winning a 
championship game thriller, 33-30, over the Philadelphia Stars at the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s stadium in Ohio. The game averaged 1.51 million 
viewers on Fox (the title game will alternate years between Fox and 
NBC), which is a solid number for a property that wasn’t over-hyped. Still, 
that’s about half of the simulcast season opener on Fox and NBC. 
Sunday’s primetime telecast peaked at 1.83 million viewers between 
10:30 and 10:45 p.m., per Fox. For full coverage of how the USFL 
completed a full season after so many other spring football leagues have 
failed, Click here. 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Are you geeked for a classic late-season Big 
Ten battle in the snow when UCLA and Rutgers square off? Or munching 
some In-N-Out Burger when Maryland takes on USC in L.A.’s September 
sunshine? 

Bro, what? 

Yes, the Big Ten added the Bruins and Trojans to form basically will 
become one of two super conferences (I’m still not entirely over Penn 
State joining in 1990, much less Maryland, Rutgers and Nebraska, and 
now USC and UCLA!). The SEC is the other football-cash-is-king 
conference, of course. The Big Ten will have 16 member schools starting 
in 2024. The Athletic’s Richard Deitsch has a great breakdown on what 
the means for media here. 

HOCKEY: In more draft news, the NHL player selection event’s first 
round will air live from 7 to 10 p.m. Thursday on ESPN and ESPN+ live 
from Bell Centre in Montreal. Rounds 2-7 will air Friday starting at 11 
a.m. on ESPN+ and NHL Network. 

BASKETBALL: ABC will air the 18th WNBA All-Star Game live from 
Chicago’s Wintrust Arena at 1 p.m. Sunday. The skill competition airs live 
on ESPN at 3 p.m. Saturday. 

AUTO RACING: Spain’s Carlos Sainz Jr. won Sunday’s British Grand 
Prix, and ESPN enjoyed what it said is the biggest American TV 
audience for that particular F1 race at 1.23 million viewers on ESPN2. 
That’s up 18 percent over 2021 and is part of the rise in F1’s popularity in 
the States, which the network said is averaging 1.3 million viewers this 
season. 

All viewership data is from Nielsen and Adobe Analytics, and other 
metrics via the TV networks, Nielsen, Sports Media Watch, ShowBuzz 
Daily and the leagues. All times Eastern unless otherwise noted. 

(Photo: NDZ/STAR MAX/IPx via AP) 
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Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov remains in Russia amid reports of fake military ID, 
flight to U.S. 

 

Michael Russo7-8 minutes 06/07/2022 

 

MONTREAL — The Minnesota Wild and the NHL were trying to get a 
handle on a developing situation Wednesday after multiple media reports 
surfaced out of Russia that Wild star Kirill Kaprizov is wanted in his native 
country for allegedly buying a falsified military ID card in 2017, when he 
was playing for Salavat Yulaev Ufa. Wild general manager Bill Guerin 
told The Athletic that Kaprizov is still in Russia, contrary to reports that he 
had fled for the United States. 

“We’re trying to find out as much as we can, but we’re not worried too 
much about it,” Guerin said. “I’ve talked to (Kaprizov’s agent) Paul 
(Theofanous). We’re not going to push the panic button or anything like 
that. We’re just trying to gather information right now and find out if this is 
even credible.” 

This situation comes days after Philadelphia Flyers goaltending prospect 
Ivan Fedotov was arrested and taken to a military naval camp for 
allegedly evading mandatory military service. Fedotov has been accused 
of purchasing a fake military ID from a high-ranking military officer, who 
allegedly helped other Ufa athletes obtain the military cards as well. 

Kaprizov was on that team with Fedotov. The SHOT Telegram reported 
that Kaprizov and Pavel Karnaukhov are suspected of buying military IDs 
in 2017. 

Kaprizov’s father, Oleg, denied that his son bought a military ID to Sport-
Express and said Kaprizov is a student of the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA). It is 
common for Russian professional athletes to study from afar as a means 
of delaying their military obligations. 

However, Kaprizov’s exemption expired June 30, according to one 
source familiar with the situation. If that’s true, regardless of the 
accusation that he bought a military ID five years ago, Kaprizov could be 
required to fulfill his military obligations. In Russia, men must serve in the 
military for one year between the ages of 18 and 27. 

Theofanous did not respond to multiple interview requests. 

Kaprizov, 25, played the past two seasons with the Wild. He won the 
Calder Trophy as Rookie of the Year in 2020-21 and last season set a 
franchise record with 47 goals and 108 points. Before that, he 
represented CSKA Moscow — still considered the Red Army team — for 
three years. Typically, CSKA Moscow players have been exempt from 
military service in the past. That might be an informal rule, though. 

“You’re in the Army, but your job is to play hockey,” one Russian source 
said. “Somebody’s job is to drive a tank and your job is to hold a stick.” 

Kaprizov is a decorated Russian player who twice led the KHL in goal 
scoring, won a league championship, captained their 2017 World Junior 
Championship team and scored the golden goal in the 2018 Winter 
Olympics. When he was pressured to re-sign with CSKA Moscow and 
not sign with the Wild four years ago, he did just that. He’s been 
photographed many times shaking the hand of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

“He did everything they asked,” said a source close with many Russian 
players. “That’s why he stayed so long without coming to the States, 
because they asked him to do it — official people asked him to do it.” 
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Asked how concerned he is that Kaprizov could be forced to remain in 
Russia, a source knowledgeable of the goings-on in Russia said he’s not 
— “unless it’s coming straight from the top, and you know who I mean.” 

“If it’s coming from the person (Putin), and he says Kirill’s not going 
anywhere, then he’s not going anywhere,” the source said. “Unless it’s 
coming from that one person, everybody else is going to be OK. Only 
one person can make him stay, not nobody else. 

“But is it possible? Like a small percentage, of course, because he’s one 
of the biggest names to make an example. What are you going to make 
an example of: Fedotov, who is going to be in the AHL, or a star in the 
league? If you want to make the news, you grab the best one you can. I 
think he’s in a good standing with extremely high-up people, but if push 
comes to shove and they want to make an example of him, they will 
obviously. They’ll forget about everything else — all the good things he’s 
done for the country.” 

It’s an alarming thought that was reflected in a story published by The 
Athletic last week, in which a number of NHL executives voiced their 
concern that Russian players could have trouble returning to North 
America in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and escalated global 
tension. 

Russian NHL stars traveled home. Will they all be back? 

Work visa complications and the war in Ukraine have created anxiety that 
players will face obstacles trying to return to North America, 
@RussoHockey and @RobsonDan report.https://t.co/yJs3Je75c6 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) July 1, 2022 

In that story, an agent said he warned all his clients not to return home 
this offseason, and Guerin said that he pleaded with Kaprizov six weeks 
ago not to return to Russia this offseason. 

One Russian person who works closely with players throughout the NHL 
echoed that sentiment Wednesday to The Athletic. He said he warned 
everybody he has ties with not to return to Russia this offseason. 

“I strongly recommended nobody go back, and just about nobody 
listened,” the source said. “They were all laughing because until 
something will happen, people take it lightly. Now, something has 
happened and people are no longer taking it lightly. I’m sure these guys 
are no longer laughing.” 

The NHL held its annual GMs meeting Wednesday, and managers said 
the topic of Russia possibly preventing players from returning didn’t come 
up. 

“There’s no guidance,” said Philadelphia Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher. 
“Teams are free to make their own decisions. 

“It’s a very sensitive situation and we’re doing our best to stay abreast of 
any developments. In view of the current situation (with Fedotov), I’ll 
probably limit my public comments.” 

Brian MacLellan, the Washington Capitals GM, said he’s spoken with 
Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov and Dmitry Orlov. 

“Every time I talk to them, they’re comfortable and confident they can get 
back,” MacLellan said. “Obviously there’s uncertainty there, but they’re 
comfortable.” 

As for Kaprizov, multiple sources said Wednesday that if he does return 
to the U.S., he should not go back until after his playing days. But that 
could put his parents and brother, who live in Russia, at risk, as well. 

“It’s clear Russia is trying to pressure NHL players right now not to leave 
Russia,” a league source said. “This is not going to be exclusive to Kirill 
Kaprizov. I don’t know how any Russian players can feel confident 
returning to Russia every offseason now. Or, the NHL draft is coming 
(Thursday and Friday). How do you draft a Russian player now? I don’t 
know. It’s very complicated.” 
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LeBrun: The latest on J.T. Miller and Matthew Tkachuk trade talk, goalie 
carousel and more 

 

Pierre LeBrun5-7 minutes 06/07/2022 

 

MONTREAL — I was chatting with a GM on Wednesday morning when 
he made this general observation as the first round of the NHL Draft 
approached. 

“There are so many big names being floated out there right now,’’ the GM 
said. 

Well, we certainly love hearing that. 

And it’s not to say all those players he was referring to will move his 
week or at all, but the fact so many of them are being discussed by 
teams certainly provides some possibilities. 

Teams continue to call Vancouver on J.T. Miller, for example. The 
Rangers are once again among those suitors, according to sources. No 
surprise there, especially if the Rangers aren’t able to re-sign Andrew 
Copp. But there’s lots of interest in Miller. The Canucks could wait until 
next year’s trade deadline to move him but I suspect it could get done 
this week if a team steps up with the package the Canucks are asking 
for. 

Teams are delicately approaching the Flames on Matthew Tkachuk, 
whose camp led by Newport Sports, I think, is sitting back and waiting to 
see how the Johnny Gaudreau UFA situation plays out before formalizing 
a game plan for their RFA client. Makes sense. You would want to see 
how the dust clears, and how much of a contender the Flames remain 
before making any commitments. 

In the meantime, other clubs are calling to feel the Flames out on 
Tkachuk. It goes without saying the Flames’ lone intention right now is to 
sign Tkachuk long-term and keep him in the fold. But if he prefers to do a 
one-year deal and bring himself to UFA in a year, it puts Calgary in a 
brutal spot. 

Sources also shared Wednesday that teams were starting to put their 
best trade offers forward to the Blackhawks on Alex DeBrincat, a 
potential trade that would most likely require a Thursday first-round pick 
included in it. So there’s a pressure point developing there on that front. 

Then there’s the whole goalie carousel mostly influenced by four pending 
UFA goalies in Marc-Andre Fleury, Darcy Kuemper, Ville Husso and Jack 
Campbell. 

Agent Ben Hankinson slated to meet today with Avs GM Joe Sakic 
regarding pending UFA goalie Darcy Kuemper… 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) July 6, 2022 

Kuemper’s agent, Ben Hankinson, was slated to meet with Avalanche 
GM Joe Sakic here in Montreal on Wednesday. The Stanley Cup champs 
have expressed a desire to bring Kuemper back. And the feeling is 
mutual. But does that translate into an extension both sides can live 
with? 

If not, and Kuemper hits the market, the domino effect is going to be real. 
So many people around the league view Colorado as the perfect landing 
spot for Fleury if Kuemper is gone. 

The Wild, by the way, remained interested in bringing back Fleury as of 
Wednesday, so that remains on the table. And as discussed before, the 
Maple Leafs could be another option for Fleury. 

Meanwhile, the sense is Edmonton and New Jersey are the leading 
suitors for Campbell once/if he hits the market next week. It wouldn’t 
surprise me if Washington also inquired on Campbell. 

Finally, Husso’s agent, Todd Diamond, was expected to meet with Blues 
GM Doug Armstrong sometime this week. Hard to think that the Blues 
could afford to bring back Husso with Jordan Binnington signed long-
term; that would be a lot of dough in net. The Leafs and Oilers could be 
among the options for Husso depending on how some of the other 
dominoes fall. 
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So, the whole goalie thing is fun as always at this time of year. 

Elsewhere: 

• The expectation is that Flames GM Brad Treliving will meet with Johnny 
Gaudreau’s agent, Lewis Gross, over the next few days. Calgary needs 
clarity, one way or the other. That doesn’t mean the Flames will get said 
clarity. The team’s eight-year offer has been sitting in front of Gaudreau 
for a month now. But if they find out this week, for example, that he’s not 
going to sign it, the Flames can at least try to make other moves on the 
trade front here around the draft to bolster the offense. Although I’m not 
sure there’s any move out there that replaces Gaudreau’s impact. 

• Add Carolina to the potential suitors for Claude Giroux, along with 
Edmonton and Ottawa. The Hurricanes have prioritized adding some 
offense if possible this offseason and are likely losing Vincent Trochek 
and Nino Niederreiter to free agency. So I hear they’ve discussed the 
possibility of going after Giroux. Meanwhile, Florida continues to try and 
find a way to bring Giroux back. But the Panthers’ cap situation is not 
helping things on that front. 

• There were four other finalists for the GM job in San Jose apart from 
Mike Grier, who got the nod Tuesday. Sources say Scott Nichol, Scott 
Mellanby, Ray Whitney and another mystery candidate were part of the 
final group. That mystery candidate expressed to the Sharks that his 
name not get out so that’s why we haven’t heard it. I think Mellanby will 
soon find a gig with another NHL front office, from what I hear. The 
Sharks’ GM search process was fascinating and exhaustive, beginning 
with 50 or so names, then 13 candidates interviewed before it got down 
to those final five. It’s telling of Grier’s reputation how many people I 
heard from, from around the NHL, who were thrilled with his appointment. 
He’s really well-liked. Yes, the obvious knock is his lack of experience but 
I was reminded that years and years ago the Sharks handed the GM job 
to Doug Wilson who didn’t have much front office experience either at the 
time. That turned out pretty well. 
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2022 NHL Mock Draft: Juraj Slafkovsky goes No. 1 in Corey Pronman’s 
final mock of the season 

 

Corey Pronman12-15 minutes 06/07/2022 

 

We’ve reached the eve of the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. We enter the draft 
with a lot of questions still and with significant uncertainty around the 
league about how the first few picks will play out. It’s made for a fun pre-
draft process, and possibly a highly entertaining Thursday night. With 
those questions in mind, here is my projection of how the first round will 
play out. This mock draft may be updated over the next day, especially if 
a first-round pick is moved before the draft starts. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS (Finland) 

The slight majority of my information from league sources is Montreal will 
take Slafkovsky with the top pick, but there are still quite a few league 
personnel who believe it will be Shane Wright. In my experience with the 
draft, when players start trending in one direction late in the process, they 
tend to keep trending, and right now a majority of the league sources I 
talk to are discussing Slafkovsky as the best player in the draft. I don’t 
believe Montreal’s positional needs play a large factor in this decision 
even if obviously NHL teams prefer centers and defensemen. The 
Canadiens lost 60 games last season — they have needs everywhere. 

2. New Jersey Devils: David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen (Czechia) 

If Slafkovsky is available at this pick, I believe he’s the Devils guy. If he 
isn’t, it gets complicated. I could see Shane Wright here. There is 
obviously a ton of speculation about the Devils trading the pick in this 
scenario, too. Should they remain at No. 2, my best guess is they pick 
one of the top two defensemen, David Jiricek or Simon Nemec, with my 
best intel of late being they lean toward Jiricek. One name I’ve also been 
told not to rule out with New Jersey at No. 2 is Marco Kasper. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

If Wright goes 1, then Slafkovsky 2, then I believe Arizona will be 
debating between Cooley, Nemec and Cutter Gauthier for this pick. If 
Wright is available, it makes it more interesting. My best information is 
Arizona prefers Cooley, but I could absolutely see Wright being picked 
here as well, and my information on their preference from league sources 
is a near coin flip. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

If Wright starts to slip a little, my bet is this is his floor. If it goes Wright, 
Slafkovsky, Cooley 1-2-3, then I believe Seattle will be down to one of 
the top two defensemen, Jiricek and Nemec, Joakim Kemell or Gauthier, 
with my money being on them taking Nemec. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: Cutter Gauthier, LW/C, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

I’ve been hearing a lot about Gauthier and the Flyers as we get closer to 
draft day. I imagine this is a floor for Cooley if something surprising 
happens before this pick, such as Gauthier going at 3 or both 
defensemen being picked. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra (Slovakia) 

While I think it’s possible someone like Kasper or Jonathan Lekkerimaki 
can break up the somewhat consensus group of six at the top of this 
draft, I still project Columbus to be in on whichever of the top six rated 
prospects in Slafkovsky, Wright, Cooley, Jiricek, Gauthier and Nemec are 
there. In this scenario it is Nemec. 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP (Finland) 

Kemell and Matthew Savoie are the two players I’ve heard speculated to 
Ottawa in the draft leadup. They’re both highly talented and compete 
well, but smaller wingers in the top 10 don’t tend to jibe with what Ottawa 
has prioritized in the draft of late so a part of my brain worries I’m missing 
something and this pick ends up being someone like Kasper, Conor 
Geekie or Kevin Korchinski. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SHL) 

I’ve had Kasper to Detroit pretty much since my first mock draft, so I 
apologize for the lack of creativity here. I just see so much that makes 
sense from a talent, positional and stylistic fit. If they went in a different 
direction my best bet would be for either Savoie, Joakim Kemell or 
Korchinski. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SHL) 

I expect Buffalo to use the first of its three first-round picks primarily to 
add offense and skill to the organization. I’ve heard Savoie and Kemell 
speculated here but the best guess from my information is they will pick 
either Lekkerimaki or Kasper. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle (WHL) 

Unless someone falls unexpectedly, my best information is Anaheim 
ends up taking Korchinski or Pavel Mintyukov at this spot, adding a new 
top defenseman prospect to the organization that just traded away 
Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson. I have heard Denton Mateychuk’s 
name mentioned here too by team sources. 

11. San Jose Sharks: Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Savoie would fit into the types of highly skilled and competitive players 
the Sharks have targeted in recent years. If either Kemell, Lekkerimaki or 
Korchinski make it this far I believe they would all be in serious 
consideration for the Sharks too. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

As we’ve approached the draft I’ve heard less “Russian factor” concerns 
on Mintyukov, who played all year in North America and didn’t go home 
to Russia to train this offseason. My current expectation is he will go 
somewhere in the top 12-13 based on what I’m hearing in the industry. 
Adding him and Nemec would be a huge boost to the defensive depth in 
Columbus. 

13. New York Islanders: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 
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I realize this looks like a way off consensus pick at 13, but I keep hearing 
Gaucher is more highly valued in team circles than his public perception 
might be due to his being a 6-3 two-way center who some teams believe 
has legit skill. I could buy the Islanders going Geekie or Mintyukov here 
instead though. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Geekie is a highly divisive name in the scouting community. I could see 
him going much higher or much lower. I do think he’ll be a name in the 
Jets mix, along with Mintyukov, Gaucher and Noah Ostlund. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

Gaucher and Ostlund are the two names I’ve heard the most with 
Vancouver in the runup to the draft. Both would be significant upgrades 
to their young center depth, but Ostlund plays a more dynamic skill and 
speed game. I’ve also heard Liam Ohgren speculated here too. 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Jiri Kulich, LW/C, Karlovy Vary (Czechia) 

Kulich’s name continues to rise, and I think he has a strong chance to be 
a top-20 pick on draft day. I’ve mocked Danila Yurov here consistently 
and I do think he could be in play, but Kulich offers far less risk and is still 
quite a talent. I’ve also heard Ostlund speculated here if he’s still 
available. 

17. Nashville Predators: Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current (WHL) 

My expectation throughout the draft process would be that Nashville 
would add a defenseman at 17. Whether it’s Pickering, Denton 
Mateychuk or Lian Bichsel, I believe they will try to help their depth at 
that position with this pick. 

18. Dallas Stars: Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands (SHL) 

Dallas has quite a few strong forward prospects coming through the 
pipeline, but there isn’t a ton coming on the blue line. Thus, I expect them 
try to add a defense prospect whether it be Bichsel, Pickering or 
Mateychuk. 

19. Minnesota Wild: Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

I know Nazar is an internet favorite, but based on conversations around 
the league, it’s around the late teens that I expect teams to start debating 
him seriously. His style of play would mesh with that of fellow Wild 
prospect Marat Khusnutdinov. I could see Reid Schaefer as another 
possibility here if they want size. 

20. Washington Capitals: Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle (WHL) 

Schaefer’s name has been trending with teams after his great WHL 
playoffs. I fully expect him to be a first-round pick, and I don’t think him 
going as high as 20 is unreasonable. There isn’t a lot in the Capitals 
pipeline that looks like Schaefer as a big winger with some skill and 
sandpaper. I could see Pickering here too if he gets to 20. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (KHL) 

As we’ve gotten to draft week, I’m getting the sense around the league 
that teams are getting cold feet on picking players with KHL contracts like 
Yurov, whom many scouts rate top 10 on talent. The Penguins would 
likely prefer a top center or defense prospect here, but at this point in the 
draft the obvious ones are gone. Rutger McGroarty and Jimmy 
Snuggerud are names I’ve heard speculated here, but I think at 21 Yurov 
may be too enticing to pass up. 

22. Anaheim Ducks: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

I could see Snuggerud go before 22, but right around this range is where 
I expect him to become a serious consideration for clubs. He’s a strong, 
skilled winger who competes well and can score goals. You can see him 
complementing someone like Trevor Zegras or Mason McTavish quite 
well. I could also see Kulich as the pick here. 

23. St. Louis Blues: Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

Chesley makes a lot of sense for the Blues in terms of his highly 
competitive play style, while also addressing a clear organizational need 
for some quality young defensemen. If either Pickering or Bichsel last to 
23, I have to imagine they would be very much in the Blues mix as well. 

24. Minnesota Wild: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Minnesota would know Mateychuk well after he played so much with 
fellow Wild pick Daemon Hunt. With expectations that keeping Matt 
Dumba will be difficult, Mateychuk can be the dynamic skating/skillful 
puck-mover to replace him long-term even though he lacks size. 
Alternatively, I could see Kulich as the pick here. 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Rutger McGroarty, LW, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

McGroarty is a highly talented and competitive winger who would add to 
the type of forwards Toronto has drafted in recent years. I could see 
Isaac Howard, Mateychuk or Liam Ohgren being in the mix here. 

26. Montreal Canadiens: Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

Ohgren could be gone by this pick, but if he’s here I think he would be a 
great addition to the Habs forward group due to his mixture of skill, 
scoring ability and grind in his game. I’ve heard his name connected to 
the Habs through the draft process as well. 

27. Arizona Coyotes: Sam Rinzel, RHD, Chaska (U.S. High School) 

Rinzel is a player I’ve heard speculated as a late first for a large part of 
the season. As we’ve gotten to draft day and the defense crop doesn’t 
look overly deep, I think it could become reality for a team to swing on a 
high school kid who is playing USHL next season due to his fantastic 
toolkit. League sources believe Arizona wants to get bigger at this draft 
and picking a 6-4, mobile defenseman with some offense would be a 
good place to start. 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans (Finland) 

I’ve heard a little more Lambert love from NHL sources in the last few 
days than I did in June. I think it’s still possible he’s picked in the teens, 
but my current bet is he goes somewhere in the 20s.  Lambert for Buffalo 
at 28 would be a big swing on the dynamic speed/skill combination with a 
hope he becomes more consistent. 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping (Sweden) 

Bystedt feels like a perfect fit to boost the Oilers center depth, because of 
his large frame and the pace at which he plays. This could be a possible 
Brad Lambert landing spot too. If they go for defense, I could see both 
Chesley and Rinzel as options here if either are available. 

30. Winnipeg Jets: Isaac Howard, LW, U.S. NTDP (USHL) 

Howard was once considered a lock to be a first-round pick, but I’m not 
getting that sense from scouts in the last few weeks. I still think he 
squeaks into the first due to his very high skill level and ability to put 
pucks in the net. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Avangard (Russia) 

Despite Miroshnichenko making some positive progression is his fight 
against his Hodgkin’s lymphoma, as we get closer to the draft, I’ve 
started to sense more skepticism among teams about a player many 
scouts had rated in the top five six months ago. I’m guessing he goes 
closer to 30 than 20 as I had previously mocked. Tampa could be in 
position here to add a type of talent they’ve drafted very little of in recent 
years due to their lack of draft capital. 

32. Arizona Coyotes: Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Luneau’s stock has gone up and down over the past year but I still think 
he’ll be a tail-end first or a very early second-round pick. He has flaws 
particularly in his skating, but 6-2 defensemen who can move the puck 
aren’t easy to find and could be appealing to the Coyotes even if they 
already picked Rinzel. 
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Ahead of the NHL Draft, the other Jack Hughes is coming into his own 
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Like many kids going out for Halloween, Jack Hughes wanted to dress as 
a hockey player. It was an easy costume and it made sense. Jack’s 
father, Kent, was a player agent, and when his mother, Deena, was 
working, Kent would often take the kids to games — AHL, NCAA, ECHL 
— whatever rink was close enough to get them out of the house. 

On this Halloween night, the Hughes kids were pumped. Riley, the 
eldest, canvassed their Westwood, Mass., neighbourhood for candy as 
Batman. Sister Morgan went dressed as Tinkerbell. According to Deena, 
the traditional cry of “Trick-or-treat!” was replaced with, “I’m a hockey 
man!” by Jack, just a toddler at the time, in his tiny hometown Bruins 
uniform. 

Kent had his hands full with the kids, in particular, because Jack was 
gassed early from the excitement, which meant he had to carry his little 
goal scorer from door to door. 

“He didn’t even care about getting candy,” said Riley Hughes. “He just 
wanted to tell everyone he was a hockey player.” 

He might not be as vocal as he was as a trick-or-treater that year, but 
Jack Hughes has been telling people he’s a hockey player ever since. 
And this week, at the NHL Draft in Montreal, where Hughes is a projected 
top prospect, everyone else will know he’s a hockey player, too. 

In their final rankings, the NHL’s Central Scouting Bureau had Hughes 
ranked 26th among North American skaters after finishing seventh in the 
midterms. This season at Northeastern where he was a true freshman, 
Hughes was the youngest player in the NCAA. He played 39 games for 
the Huskies and finished with seven goals and 16 points. According to 
Northeastern coach Jerry Keefe, Hughes played roughly 18-20 minutes a 
night and in almost every situation, despite starting the college season at 
17. 

Despite his age, Keefe said he was never afraid to put Jack on the ice 
against much older competition thanks to his high-end skill set. 

Hughes at Halloween (Photo courtesy Deena Hughes) 

“He’s a really big competitor,” said Keefe. “He’s got great instincts to his 
game. He can play a lot of different ways — he’s an extremely gifted 
playmaker but he still has really good instincts on how to check, his 
positioning on the ice is really good. At the end of the day, he’s a hockey 
player and he’s a winner. He has a great sense of the game.” 

Riley Hughes, a junior at Northeastern, said he always knew Jack was 
skilled enough to play NCAA, but wondered how his brother’s 6-foot, 
169-pound frame would hold up against players many years older. Riley, 
sidelined several games by injury this season, was able to watch Jack as 
both a teammate and as a fan in the stands. He remembers one instance 
where Jack was lining up for a faceoff against a player eight years his 
senior. 

“I was like, ‘Oh my God, this shouldn’t be allowed,” said Riley, a seventh-
round pick of the New York Rangers in 2018. “Jack didn’t give a shit, the 
guy was shoving him and he was shoving back. That was the biggest 
thing I realized — I knew he had the hockey IQ and skill to play — I just 
didn’t know that he had that courage and that, ‘I don’t give a shit 
mentality.'” 

But part of that mentality was honed at home, with Riley’s help where 
there was rarely any quarter given in the ultra-competitive Hughes 
household. All three of the kids played hockey and Morgan and Jack 
were particularly good at lacrosse as well. Riley had the age and size 
advantage, but that wouldn’t stop Jack — it only spurred him to get 
better. 

“I definitely got a lot of beatings,” said Jack Hughes, with a laugh. “If you 
ask my siblings they would probably say I was the favourite child, just 
because I was the baby. 

“He’s been my biggest role model and he’s pushed me to where I want to 
be. Whatever Riley did, I wanted to do.” 

That also meant following his brother to Northeastern where they played 
organized hockey together for the first time. The brothers also were 
linemates for a 10-game stint before they were broken up. Keefe 

remembers one game this season where the Hughes brothers had a two-
on-zero advantage. 

‘It was like, ‘Who’s gonna shoot the puck?’” said Keefe. “I remember 
showing that in video which was kinda funny.” 

Did they at least score on the play? 

“No, they didn’t,” said Keefe with a laugh. 

And, like that play, there is still room for improvement for Jack Hughes. 
According to The Athletic’s Corey Proman, Hughes’ skating is a work in 
progress and will need to improve for the NHL jump. 

“Hughes lacks ideal speed for the NHL and the pace of higher levels will 
be his main test,” wrote Pronman. “He competes well enough. He won’t 
run guys over but he’s responsible off the puck and doesn’t shy from 
physical play.” 

This is something Hughes has heard before from scouts — most recently 
at the NHL Draft Combine in Buffalo, NY., where it was brought up by 
several teams. 

At the combine, the centre interviewed with several teams, including the 
Montreal Canadiens where Kent Hughes now serves as general 
manager after being hired in January. 

Their meeting was a bit awkward, with the elder Hughes recusing himself 
from the process, only to have director of player personnel and amateur 
scouting Martin Lapointe call him back to take part. According to Hughes, 
his father didn’t ask any questions, which was fine by him since no one 
knows his game better than his dad. 

Kent Hughes coached Jack from the time he was old enough to skate 
almost until he left home to join the U.S. National Team Development 
Program in Plymouth, Mich. Hockey talk was a constant in the Hughes 
home — whether it was about Kent’s former clients or just goings-on in 
the game at large. They’d watch games together as a family on TV and 
Kent would often break down plays for the kids. That hasn’t stopped 
since the kids have left home either. Now, he’ll get Deena to record him 
breaking down whatever game he’s watching — complete with slo-mo 
and pauses — to disseminate. 

“It takes forever to watch a game because he’ll stop and say, ‘Watch this! 
Watch this,'” said Deena Hughes. “I’ll videotape it and send it to the kids 
so it looks like it’s coming from me, but they know it’s not.” 

Having a family so immersed in the game — especially at such a high 
level —  wasn’t always easy for the youngest Hughes sibling. 

“He was my coach-dad-agent all at the same time,” said Hughes with a 
laugh. “It was definitely tougher when I was younger. When I was around 
13 I got a lot better and I didn’t want to listen to my dad quite as much. 
He’s been around hockey his entire life and to this day I still think he’s the 
smartest hockey brain that I know. We butted heads when I was younger, 
but I’m glad he was my coach for most of my life. 

“He was hard on me, but that’s because he knew that I had a lot in me. 
I’m grateful for that.” 

Deena Hughes is actively trying to dissuade people from attending the 
NHL Draft in Montreal — even members of her own family. Deena and 
Kent met in Montreal when they were in fifth grade. In the West Island 
neighbourhood of Beaconsfield, their homes were less than a five-minute 
walk from one another. 

Their respective families still have those homes, and the Hughes kids 
spent many summers and Christmases in Montreal with their relatives. 
Still, being the wife of a former agent, she knows the NHL Draft better 
than most. Nothing is guaranteed on draft day and the selection process 
can be fickle. She’s seen the long waits, the slides down the board, the 
TV cameras locked in on anxious faces and, in some cases, the tears of 
disappointment having been passed over altogether. 

“It’s stressful and it’s not that fun and it’s long,” said Deena. “It’s a bad 
experience for the most part of it and then it’s good once you’re drafted. 
I’m trying to discourage as many people as I can, but so many people 
want to come.” 

Kent Hughes has already made it clear — in a most public way — that he 
will not be selecting Jack with Montreal’s No. 1 pick on Friday. 
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“Jack (Hughes) is not going to be our No. 1 overall pick,”  the Habs GM 
told reporters at the NHL Draft Lottery. “I can promise you that.” 

Jack’s response to his dad’s comments — crafted with approval from his 
mom and siblings — ended up going viral and showcased his sense of 
humour. 

Big Mistake! @CanadiensMTL https://t.co/IYuYDrPDCB 

— Jack Hughes (@jackhughes4_) May 11, 2022 

‘The way he said it, it was like, ‘Obviously, we’re not going to take you,'” 
said Jack. “I thought that was a bit harsh.” 

In the long run, it might be a blessing, considering there was already a 
Jack Hughes taken at No. 1 by the New Jersey Devils in 2019. The pair 
already deal with a good amount of confusion. That Northeastern Jack 
Hughes played with Luke Hughes — who is the brother of the other Jack 
Hughes — at the USNTDP only adds to the mess. The Devils’ Jack 
Hughes also played with USNTDP but left for the NHL just as the other 
Jack Hughes joined the program. There is no relation between the two 
sets of hockey Hugheses, but that hasn’t stopped people from mixing 
them up regularly. Riley said there are times he has been mistaken for 
Quinn Hughes, the third Hughes brother and a Vancouver Canucks 
defenceman. 

“Sometimes it confuses me how confused other people are,” said the 
2003-born Jack Hughes, whose middle name is Dylan. “I guess people 
aren’t as confused about there being two Sebastian Ahos or two Elias 
Pettersons. It’s definitely a funny kind of coincidence.” 

According to the draft-eligible Jack Hughes, he and the NHL Jack 
Hughes have met a few times before, but they’ve never discussed 
sharing the same name and love of hockey. Regardless, Jack Hughes 
will just be happy hearing his name called at the draft, though he admits 
it’s not going to be what he imagined because his dad won’t be in the 
stands with him. 

“It’s definitely gonna be different,” said Jack. “It’s not going to be what I 
pictured when I was a little kid.” 

It’ll also be exciting because it’s the first draft Deena will be attending in 
person after spending years watching the event on TV (she didn’t even 
attend Riley’s draft in 2018). Not having Kent there with her was one of 
the first things she thought of when he decided to take the Montreal job. 

“I was like, ‘the first draft I’m going to physically attend and you’re not 
going to be with us?’ Come on,” she said with a laugh. “Jack is so 
easygoing it’s not going to be a big deal. I can guarantee you Kent will 
find him and hug him.” 

Kent, in his first draft as Montreal GM, will be on the floor at the 
Canadiens table and that is only adding to the excitement for the whole 
family. 

“I’m just excited for all of us to be there to watch,” said Jack. “Watch my 
dad make some moves there in the draft and, hopefully, get picked, too.” 
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ESPN / NHL mock draft 2022 - Projections for all 32 first-round picks 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL draft can be nice and tidy when there's a franchise player at the 
top of the board like Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews, or when 
there's a consensus choice like Owen Power was for the Buffalo Sabres 
last year. 

When there isn't, like in the 2022 NHL draft scheduled for Montreal's Bell 
Centre beginning Thursday night (7 ET, ESPN), things can get a little 
messy. 

There isn't a generational talent in the draft. Some scouts feel there isn't 
even an immediate top-line player in the draft, either. 

The top choice for most of the season was center Shane Wright of the 
Ontario Hockey League. He's a tremendous prospect. He's just not a 
generational talent. "The first thing I would say about Shane: You're not 
going to get this spectacular flash and dash. I'm not saying that 
negatively. He's just not a Nathan MacKinnon or Connor McDavid type. 
That's not who he is," TSN director of scouting Craig Button said. 

Then there's the "Russian factor." For years, NHL teams have been 
hesitant to draft prospects playing in Russia because getting them signed 
and playing in North America could sometimes be an arduous and 
lengthy process. Russia's invasion of Ukraine this year has accelerated 
those fears, as NHL general managers worry about everything from 
travel restrictions to military service requirements to the fact that the NHL 
and the Kontinental Hockey League do not currently have a transfer 
agreement. 

The Montreal Canadiens hold the first overall pick in the draft. The 
expectation is that they'll select Wright. But there's been considerable 
speculation that it could be Slovakian winger Juraj Slafkovsky instead. 

I can't remember the last time we had this much intrigue at the top of the 
draft. The 2017 draft comes close, with the debate between Nico Hischier 
and Nolan Patrick. Patrick was the top-ranked skater in the final NHL 
Central Scouting Bureau rankings, but Hischier went first overall. 

What the Canadiens, New Jersey Devils and Arizona Coyotes do with 
the first three picks in the draft will set everything else in motion. Will it be 
calculable or chaotic? 

Here is the ESPN mock for the 2022 NHL draft, based on pundit 
forecasts, conversations with draft insiders from around the hockey world 
and our own gut reactions to team needs. 

For more on the draft, see Corey Pronman at The Athletic; Chris Peters 
at Daily Faceoff; Bob McKenzie at TSN; Cam Robinson at EP Rinkside 
and Ryan Kennedy at The Hockey News. Enjoy! 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

It seems like there has been more discussion about why the Canadiens 
shouldn't select Wright first overall than why they should. His path to the 
draft was COVID-interrupted, as the 2020-21 Canadian junior season 
was canceled. It may have hurt his development. It certainly impacted his 
evaluation. Wright had 94 points in 63 games this season and was called 
a disappointment, to the point where his first overall status was in 
question. 

What the Canadiens would get here is an outstanding two-way center 
who skates well and has a skill set that will scale up quickly for the NHL 
at a position of need for Montreal. "The hockey sense is superb and the 
precision with which he plays the game. That's why I've compared him 
more to a Patrice Bergeron," Button said. 

The Canadiens have considered both Juraj Slafkovsky and Logan 
Cooley for this pick. In the case of Slafkovsky, they've heavily considered 
him. The smoke around the Habs selecting the Slovakian winger was so 
thick that both Corey Pronman of The Athletic and the majority of the 
scouts surveyed by TSN draft expert Bob McKenzie had him first overall. 
But I think it's also undeniable that the Slafkovsky smoke has increased 
as the draft has drawn near, with Montreal knowing the Devils are sitting 
at No. 2 with a clear need for a winger instead of a center. It's hard to 
imagine Montreal not picking first at their own draft, but if the Devils are 
desperate enough to sweeten the pot and flip picks, I'm sure the fans 
would understand. 

Still, we think the pick here is Wright. 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS (Finland) 

The 6-4 winger has the opposite résumé from Wright. While the center 
had limited international experience, Slafkovsky's best impressions were 
made at world championships and especially at the Beijing Olympics, 
where he had seven goals in seven games for a stunning bronze medal 
win (and tournament MVP honors). But then he had only five goals in 31 
games with TPS in Liiga, leaving many baffled by that lack of production. 
Ice time and usage were factors, at least in the first half of that season. 
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He's not going to run over anybody despite his size; in fact, it's his speed 
at that size that makes him exceptional. Slafkovsky is incredibly skilled, 
but drafting him second overall would be for what he could become 
rather than what he is. As someone put it to me the other day, he's got 
"all the tools without the toolbox" at the moment. Something else he has: 
a tremendous personality, as was evident in Beijing. 

If Montreal ends up taking Slafkovsky first overall, what do the Devils do? 
They could trade the pick. They could switch to another position like 
defense, where there are a few solid candidates. They could draft 
Cooley, adding another U.S. national development program product to 
the Hughes boys. 

But don't sleep on the Devils just snatching up Wright if he's there. Yes, 
they have Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier at center, setting them at the 
position through at least 2027. But adding Wright, on a rookie contract, to 
that depth chart would be outstanding. Remember: GM Tom Fitzgerald 
learned under Penguins GM Ray Shero, who picked Jordan Staal second 
overall in 2006 despite already having Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin 
up the gut. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP 

Chris Peters thinks Cutter Gauthier, another USNTDP player, could end 
up in this spot. While we shouldn't dismiss that possibility, they also 
couldn't go wrong with Cooley here. In the past, his 5-10 frame might 
have been a hindrance. Not in today's NHL. The strong two-way center 
cites Patrick Kane as an inspiration for his play, but admits he needs 
some work on his long-range shooting to hit that level. We'll leave open 
the possibility that the Coyotes draft one of the defensemen here. They 
sorta need everything at this point, and don't have much in the way of 
defensemen. But they have the picks to find them. 

One caveat: Cutter Gauthier is from Scottsdale. It would be very on-
brand for a Montreal-based draft to have a team reach slightly to select a 
hometown boy. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Simon Nemec, D, Nitra (Slovakia) 

After securing a franchise center in Matty Beniers in their first NHL draft, 
the Kraken address their back end. The battle of David Jiricek vs. Simon 
Nemec, both right-handed defensemen, comes down to this: Nemec is 
the better puck mover, while Jiricek has a better shot at the top of a 
power play. Jiricek has a frame that can fill out over time and be the more 
physical of the two. Nemec feels like the more "plug-and-play" option, 
with six points in eight games at the world championship, and has played 
three seasons as a pro in Slovakia. Robert Kron, the Kraken's director of 
amateur scouting and a Czech native, knows Jiricek well. But they've 
scouted Nemec thoroughly. GM Ron Francis drafted for size last year, 
and the 6-3 Jiricek fits that bill. But our hunch says Nemec. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: Cutter Gauthier, F, USNTDP 

Besides having a name that seems like it was created in a lab for a future 
Philadelphia Flyers player -- in reality, it's originated from his 
grandparents on his mom's side -- Gauthier is a 6-4 forward with an 
incredible shot release. He played with Cooley on the development team. 
If he's here, I think the Flyers opt to draft Gauthier over either of the 
defensemen. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Chicago): David Jiricek, D, Plzen (Czech 
Republic) 

It's likely either Nemec or Jiricek here, whoever is still on the board. The 
Blue Jackets would do well with either of them here. Turning Seth Jones 
into a blue-chip defensive prospect that's almost a decade younger is 
some wizardry from Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen. 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP (Finland) 

Kemell might be the best goal scorer in the draft. He's also 5-9 on the 
wing, which makes this prediction a little specious given the way the 
Senators have opted for size in recent years. Kemell had 15 goals in his 
first pro season in Liiga. He's got terrific hands and a dynamic offensive 
game, but how that projects to the NHL has been a mystery scouts have 
been trying to solve for a while. The Sens have some solid young centers 
and can add to the wing. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (Sweden) 

The words "consensus choice" and "Steve Yzerman" don't usually 
coexist. That said, too many pundits and insiders see this match between 
a versatile, high-character Austrian center and the Red Wings for us not 
to concede the choice here. He's a terrific competitor, albeit with a lower 
ceiling than some of the other options available here. Another name to 
watch here: Matthew Savoie. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

The Sabres should go with offense here, and likely on the wing. Of the 
available options, Lekkerimaki -- which, we'll admit, does sound like a 
Swedish "Letterkenny" spinoff -- gets the nod. He had 15 points in eight 
games to lead the under-18 world championship, including five goals. 
He'll need a little time to cook with just one season of pro hockey to his 
credit, but he's got some goal-scoring upside. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

At 6-4 and with his skills set, Geekie's skating ability has created some 
real questions about his eventual place in the NHL -- from in the lineup to 
positionally, as some believe he could end up on the wing. But he's got 
high-end skills with the puck. Hey, didn't the Ducks just say goodbye to a 
6-4 center recently? 

11. San Jose Sharks: Kevin Korchinski, D, Seattle (WHL) 

There's every chance that Korchinski, a 6-2, left-handed defenseman, is 
gone by the time the Sharks select; heck, their down-state neighbors 
might skate away with him at No. 10. He's got a ton of offensive upside, 
as shown in his 65-point season in 67 games. The Sharks don't have 
much on the left side in the pipeline. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

The Blue Jackets go with defense on their first pick and follow up with 
one of the most talented offensive players in the draft with their second. 
He's got speed and skill. A fitting sequel to selecting Cole Sillinger at No. 
12 last season. 

13. New York Islanders: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

Lou Lamoriello would be the guy to draft the first Russia native. The 
Islanders could use a quality blueliner in their prospect pipeline, and 
Mintyukov is a solid offensive defenseman. They could also use 
immediate help on the left side at the NHL level (on an inexpensive 
contract), and could fast-track Mintyukov into such a spot. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Frank Nazar, C, USNTDP 

Nazar is one of those players that could go anywhere from eighth overall 
down to the mid-teens. If he's available here, the Jets would do well to 
add his dynamic skating and solid hands to their depth chart. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Noah Ostlund, C/RW, Djurgarden Jr. (Sweden) 

Ostlund has put up solid offensive numbers in junior hockey, although 
there's limited work history one level up. He's got tremendous skill and 
creativity but can be inconsistent. We'll assume the Canucks front office 
has a slight insight into Swedish prospects. 

16. Buffalo Sabres (from Vegas Golden Knights): Brad Lambert, F, 
Pelicans (Finland) 

Lambert is the wild card of the draft. At one point, he was a seen as a 
top-three pick. Then he struggled with JYP of Liiga, moved to the Lahti 
Pelicans and then struggled there, too, finishing with four goals in 49 
games total between both teams. But his skill is incredible, especially his 
speed. The Sabres have the kind of prospect pool where they can take a 
swing here, and should swing away for Lambert with the pick they 
acquired in the Jack Eichel deal. One interesting note: Lambert's junior 
rights were recently acquired by WHL Seattle. 

17. Nashville Predators: Owen Pickering, D, Swift Current (WHL) 

Pickering is now listed at 6-5 and had 33 points in 62 games last season. 
GM David Poile hasn't drafted a defenseman in the first two rounds since 
he took Dante Fabbro and Samuel Girard back in 2016. He should really 
do it more often. 

18. Dallas Stars: Lian Bichsel, D, Leksand (Sweden) 
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Bichsel is another defenseman who stands 6-5, plays a tough physical 
game and gained solid experience playing in the Swedish Hockey 
League and the Champions League last season. He projects to be a 
defenseman in the NHL, but he also plays well in transition. 

19. Minnesota Wild (From Los Angeles Kings): Nathan Gaucher, C, 
Quebec (QMJHL) 

With two first-round picks after the Kevin Fiala trade, the Wild are in a 
great position to help their organizational depth -- like at center. Gaucher 
is 6-3, and a sure bet for the NHL with a strong, heavy game and some 
offensive spark. 

20. Washington Capitals: Jiri Kulich, C, Karlovy Vary (Czech) 

The Capitals could go defense here, but it would be hard to pass up the 
reigning MVP of the IIHF world under-18 championship, with nine goals 
in the tournament. This would make the third time in four years they 
drafted a center. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Ryan Chesley, D, USNTDP 

The Penguins have a rather shallow prospect pool, and that's especially 
true on the back end. This could be Chesley -- a Shattuck St. Mary's 
product (Sidney Crosby's alma mater!) earmarked for the University of 
Minnesota -- or Denton Mateychuk of Moose Jaw. The edge goes to 
Chesley, who is a right-handed defenseman. 

22. Anaheim Ducks (from Boston Bruins): Denton Mateychuk, D, Moose 
Jaw (WHL) 

Assuming they take Geekie or another forward at No. 10 overall, we'll 
assume the Ducks will go with a defenseman here. Mateychuk loves to 
get involved in the play. You could see him flying in transition with Ducks 
like Trevor Zegras for years to come. 

23. St. Louis Blues: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USNTDP 

The Blues take the Minnesota kid right before the Wild have a chance to 
snag him. Snuggerud's claim to fame is goal-scoring, but he offers much 
more than that in his 6-2 frame. The Blues' real need organizationally is 
in the middle vs. on the wing. Could they slide Snuggerud to center? 

24. Minnesota Wild: Rutger McGroarty, RW, USNTDP 

The Wild land a winger who had 35 goals in 54 games for the U.S. 
national under-18 team. There are some questions about his skating 
ability at the NHL level. 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs: Isaac Howard, LW, USNTDP 

Terrific instincts, a shifty skater and delightfully labeled "stocky" by some 
scouts. The Leafs would be thrilled if Howard lasted this long in the draft. 

26. Montreal Canadiens (from CGY): Liam Ohgren, LW/C, Djurgarden Jr. 
(Sweden) 

Liam Ohgren and Noah Ostlund are the top Swedish center prospects in 
the draft. Ohgren is bigger and has a better all-around game. He's more 
of a goal-scorer than a playmaker. But he might have a bit less upside 
than Ostlund, and hence lands here. 

27. Arizona Coyotes (from CAR via MTL): Danila Yurov, RW, 
Magnitogorsk (Russia) 

Provided the "Russia factor" doesn't interfere here, the Coyotes get 
themselves a finisher. Had he gotten more minutes in the KHL, and with 
a different international situation with Russia, Yurov could have been a 
top-10 pick. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (from Florida Panthers): Maveric Lamoureux, D, 
Drummondville (QMJHL) 

The Sabres take a 6-7 giant of a defenseman in Lamoureux, who has 
good mobility but is very much a project. Or, given his dimensions, a tall 
task. 

29. Edmonton Oilers: Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

He had 36 goals in 66 games for the Warriors last season, which is the 
kind of finishing ability you'd like to see eventually line up with the most 

skilled offensive player of his generation. The drawback is that he's listed 
at 5-10. 

30. Winnipeg Jets (from New York Rangers): Sam Rinzel, D, USHL 

A long-term project who played in high school in Minnesota and the 
USHL last season. Rinzel is 6-4, a smooth skater and has a right-hand 
shot. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia 
(Russia) 

Even with the current state of relations with Russia, it's hard to imagine 
someone not taking a chance on this 6-1 truck who can skate like the 
wind. The Lightning are living in the now and can wait for Miroshnichenko 
-- which they will, given his development curve. Note that Miroshnichenko 
had a Hodgkin's lymphoma diagnosis earlier this year, but has completed 
his treatments and returned to training. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (from Colorado Avalanche): Lane Hutson, D, 
USNTDP 

Hutson is a teammate of earlier Coyotes pick Logan Cooley, and an 
immensely skilled blueliner with 63 points in 60 games. He's a gifted 
playmaker and a skater that knows how to weave around defenders ... 
who also happens to be 5-8. This is right around where you shoot your 
shot on a player like this if you're the Coyotes, who need outside-the-box 
thinking and this kind of talent in their system. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Canucks decide to do with Miller could shape the 
franchise for years 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetJuly 6, 2022, 9:34 PM 

 

Jonathan Tanner Miller must come from a family of 30 brothers, each 
named J-something T-something, because it seems like J.T. Miller has 
been traded each day for a month. And yet, on the eve of the National 
Hockey League entry in Montreal, he was still part of the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

“You guys ask me more about J.T. than other teams do,” Canucks 
general manager Patrik Allvin quipped after arriving in Montreal for the 
draft that begins Thursday evening. “I'm hopeful to continue to talk to J.T. 
(about a contract extension). Again, he was the best player for us last 
year and he's a really, really good hockey player. We definitely don't want 
to give players away, especially not our best player.” 

Allvin said last week that with their 99-point scorer under contract through 
next season, the Canucks do not feel any urgency to make a decision on 
keeping or trading Miller before this draft or free agency next week – a 
position echoed Wednesday by president of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford. 

But the draft is a significant pressure point, and by Wednesday more 
teams than reporters were likely talking to Allvin about Miller, who would 
be a slam-dunk to re-sign a maximum eight-year extension if he were, 
say, 25 years old and not 29. 

Get caught up on the NHL Draft 

Typically, drafts have some measure of predictability. But 2022 is not a 
typical draft year. Stay informed with our coverage. 

Sportsnet's latest on the NHL Draft 

Watch the NHL Draft on Sportsnet NOW 

The power forward’s market value is pretty clear: something north of the 
eight-year, $65.1-million deal that Tomas Hertl signed in March to remain 
with the San Jose Sharks. Miller outscored Hertl by 74 points over the 
last three seasons but will be starting his next contract at age 30, not 28. 
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Another skilled but lesser player than Miller, Kevin Fiala, just signed a 
seven-year, $55.1 million contract with the Los Angeles Kings. But Fiala 
turns 26 on July 22. 

Fiala’s trade one week ago from the Minnesota Wild also set a market 
minimum for what a Miller trade should net the Canucks. The Kings 
surrendered the 19th pick in Thursday’s first round and a B-plus prospect 
in defenceman Brock Faber. 

Allvin and Rutherford will need more than that to part with Miller, who 
besides being a better player than Fiala also has the cost certainty of 
another season under contract at a bargain $5.25 million. 

Considering Miller’s age, the Canucks’ salary-cap squeeze and 
youthfulness of nearly all their other core players, contract term has 
always looked to be the monumental obstacle to re-signing in Vancouver 

The team has reportedly offered Miller a six-year deal. 

Whatever the Canucks choose to do – and remember, Miller can decide 
after next season where he plays – could shape the franchise for years 
and define this early phase of the Rutherford-Allvin era. 

Granato very grateful for her first NHL Draft experience representing the 
Canucks 
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For now, the most obvious sign of this past winter’s regime change in 
Vancouver was the media availabilities the Canucks set up Wednesday 
with Allvin, the NHL’s first Swedish general manager, and assistant GMs 
Émilie Castonguay and Cammi Granato. 

When Rutherford hired her in January, Castonguay became the first 
female assistant GM in the league. Two weeks later, Granato became 
the second. Now suddenly there are five women in that position after the 
New Jersey Devils announced Wednesday the promotion of Kate 
Madigan. 

“Sometimes it's just, you know, one domino that needs to fall on,” 
Castonguay said during her Zoom call. “I think the glass ceiling was 
broken there, and I knew that after that the floodgates would open. I think 
there's a lot of qualified women for these positions. If my hiring and Jim 
making that. . . very forward-thinking decision has opened doors for the 
rest of the league and women in this industry, then I commend him. I only 
accepted the job, but he's the one who offered it to me, right?” 

On a separate call, Granato told reporters: “It's just neat to see the 
representation. I think before it was, like, 'Well, women can't do this job or 
women aren't qualified. Women don't know hockey.' But that's just not 
true. That's just biases or myths. With so many women now representing, 
maybe those biases can change. So it's exciting.” 

A former player agent, Castonguay oversees Canucks contracts and 
anything related to the Collective Bargaining Agreement. She’s learning 
to manage the Canucks’ salary cap. Granato’s duties in hockey-
operations include overseeing the scouting departments. 

Both are involved on the Miller file and Castonguay last week finalized 
the three-year, $19.5-million contract that will keep restricted free agent 
Brock Boeser with the Canucks at a salary more manageable than the 
$7.5-million qualifying offer he was due. 

Wednesday was the first time reporters had the chance to ask Granato 
and Castonguay, women newly empowered in the NHL, about the 
Hockey Canada scandal involving the settlement of a civil lawsuit 
alleging a mass sexual assault in 2018 by unnamed junior players, some 
of whom by now are expected to be in the NHL. 

The league is conducting its own investigation, and Members of 
Parliament, who grilled Hockey Canada president Scott Smith and 
outgoing CEO Tom Renney on June 20, will hold another round of 
hearings in Ottawa on July 26-27. 

“I just know for us in the hockey world, we need to be better with these 
kinds of things and how we handle them and understand that it's not 
acceptable and it shouldn't happen,” Granato said. “We just need to be 
better at this and. . . how we look at these issues. Instead of brushing 
them under the rug, they need to be dealt with.” 

Castonguay said: “I just feel like we need to fix the issues that are there. 
But I also know. . . there are really good people wanting to do the right 
thing and doing the right thing. Hopefully the league gets to the bottom of 
it, and then maybe (the NHL is) better because we need to be, 
obviously.” 

'We need to be better at this': Canucks' Cammi Granato weighs in on 
Hockey Canada story 

• Allvin said Canucks defenceman Tucker Poolman, who played only one 
period in the final three months of the regular season due to neurological 
complications from migraines, is skating and working out and feels 
healthy. Allvin expects the defenceman to be available to play when next 
season starts. . . He said he’s not aware of any issues preventing 
Canucks Vasily Podkolzin and Andrei Kuzmenko from leaving Russia to 
play in Vancouver next season. Multiple reports Wednesday said Wild 
superstar Kirill Kaprizov is now wanted in Russia for purchasing a 
falsified military ID card in 2017. Philadelphia Flyers prospect Ivan 
Fedotov was arrested last week while trying to leave Russia and is being 
detained at a military base there. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Roundup: Dubas talks Sandin offer sheet, 
Campbell decision, trades 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxJuly 6, 2022, 6:52 PM 

 

MONTRÉAL – Given the pressure on the Toronto Maple Leafs (and their 
general manager, personally) to reap better results in 2022-23, it should 
come as no surprise that, on the eve of the NHL Draft, Kyle Dubas faced 
more questions on his current players than the new hopefuls he’ll be 
bringing into the fold this week. 

In a wide-ranging scrum Wednesday afternoon at a downtown Montreal 
hotel, Dubas spoke to the state of talks with his unrestricted free agents, 
his less-than-easy negotiation with restricted free agent Rasmus Sandin, 
and the trade landscape ahead of the busiest week for NHL business. 

Concern over a Sandin offer sheet? 

One week before Sandin is set to become a restricted free agent, his 
general manager fired a message, through the media, to the 
defenceman’s agent, Lewis Gross. 

“If there’s going to be an offer sheet, the sooner the better, so we can 
make our decision and move on,” Dubas replied, when asked if he was 
concerned a rival team might try to scoop the coveted 22-year-old. 

Fellow pending RFA, Timothy Liljegren, signed a two-year, $2.8-million 
bridge deal. No doubt, Sandin has been offered something similar. 

He wants more. And with so many veteran left-shot defenders, it remains 
unclear exactly where Sandin immediately fits into a lineup he did not 
crack in the post-season after rehabbing a knee injury. 

The Maple Leafs need cap-friendly talent on board. 

“They're massive parts of our future,” said Dubas, lumping Liljegren into 
his answer on the Sandin negotiation. “They're significantly younger than 
the other full-time members of our defence corps. And we need them to 
continue to take steps. 
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“In Rasmus’s case, one of the major focuses is on trying to set him up to 
continue to be healthy all the way through the year and putting the proper 
resources into him to arm him to do that.” 

Dubas praised Sandin’s talent and competitiveness, but also challenged 
the Swede to grow into a top-four mainstay in Toronto. 

“We see he and Timothy as both massive parts of it moving ahead,” 
Dubas said. 

Here’s the catch. 

Dubas prefers to bridge Sandin in the ballpark of $1.4 million per season. 

Without arbitration rights, the player’s only leverage is to (a) not show up 
at training camp, which could hurt an athlete already on the bubble of the 
starting lineup or (b) sign an offer sheet. 

Inking Sandin to an AAV between $2,100,742 and $4,201,488 would cost 
a rival club a second-round pick in compensation. 

‘Close to decision time’ on Campbell, Mrazek 

Chairs on the goalie carousel are already getting snatched up, and 
unless Dubas acts within the next week, he risks rolling out a Petr 
Mrazek–Erik Källgren tandem on opening night. 

(Heck, Pittsburgh just re-signed backup Casey DeSmith, subtracting one 
more netminder from an already thin UFA class.) 

Things can change, but the sense Wednesday is that the 30-year-old 
Campbell – a soon-to-be UFA who’s earned just $5.78 million in his 
career — will fetch more money and term elsewhere (Edmonton? New 
Jersey? Detroit?). 

“It's no secret that goaltending is a priority for us, and we continue to 
speak with he and his people,” Dubas said. 

“Obviously, it's getting close to decision time for everybody, and 
especially for Jack because it's a life-altering event. And so, we'll 
continue to speak with them here this week, through the weekend, and 
be well prepared going into next week for where we want to go.” 

Maple Leafs' Dubas on Campbell: 'Goaltending is a priority for us' 
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While matter-of-fact on Campbell, Dubas spoke much more 
encouragingly of Mrazek. 

The Czech suffered three groin injuries in the first of a contracted three 
seasons with Toronto and posted a career-worst .888 save percentage. 
He has been dangled as trade bait. 

Mrazek has been training hard this summer, intending to redeem himself. 
Dubas pumped his tires Wednesday, praising Mrazek’s willingness to 
face the media after a tough outing and his communication during the off-
season. 

“Do I bet that he was the goalie he was last year in the 20 games? Or do 
I bet he was the goalie he was for the 270 before, which was a .910 
save-percentage guy that gave his team a chance to win?” Dubas said. 

“I'd probably bet on the larger sample, and that's where Peter fits into it at 
this time.” 

Hmmm… we’re not certain if Dubas is selling himself or his potential 
trade partners on Mrazek. 

Many Maple Leafs hold trade value 

Dubas maintains he is “open to anything” during hockey’s silly season, 
be it trading the negotiating rights of a pending UFA to get another pick in 
Thursday’s draft, trading down the ladder, or clearing out roster players 
to bring in a better asset. 

The rumour mill has tossed around names like Mrazek, Justin Holl and 
Alexander Kerfoot as candidates who could be moved this summer. 

Once the 32 GMs descended in Montreal this week, they all have a good 
idea what the others are trying to accomplish. Trouble is, with cap space 
so scarce for all the contenders, finding trade fits is tricky. Now is the 
time for execution. 

“If we need to create cap space to improve our team, we know, based on 
the conversations we've had, that we would be able to move a lot of our 
players, if needed, for good value,” Dubas said. 

“So, I think we're in a good spot there.” 

Tale of Two Ilyas 

Both feel like longshots, but there is certainly a better chance of Toronto 
re-signing defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin than winger Ilya Mikheyev, 
speeding into the open market after a career-best 21-goal campaign. 

Dubas has made it known that he’s willing to trade Mikheyev’s 
negotiating rights for a draft pick should an opponent wish to get a head 
start on negotiating the Russian’s next contract. 

“Unfortunately, it's very public, the state of talks there,” Dubas said. 
“Anything can change. You never want to totally close it off, but we'll see 
what happens. 

“And if not, it's been a great three years in Toronto, and it's a great story 
for us and the player that came as a free agent and will look to cash in, 
using the resources that we had. 

“He put a great effort returning from injury and obviously had a great 
season here with us. So, that’s great for him. And we'll continue to stay in 
touch with him in case the market changes.” 

'Anything can change': Dubas hopes Maple Leafs can hold onto 
Mikheyev 

The executive was more optimistic on rugged D-man Lyubushkin, with 
whom the Leafs have had “lots of discussion.” (Read: There is still a gap 
in contract ask, but it’s not as wide as Mikheyev’s.) 

“It's just going to be a matter of what we can afford based on the minutes 
that he's going to be capable of giving us and the role he's going to be 
able to give us,” Dubas said. 

“We'd love to have him back. But it's also for him and his family a huge 
opportunity as an unrestricted free agent. But if it works, we'd love to 
have him.” 

Lyubushkin, 28, has made a total of $4.15 million over his four NHL 
seasons. His profile and earning potential may never be higher, with so 
few right-shot defenders available. 

Guys on the backburner 

If you’re here for Michael Bunting extension news, check back later. 

Breakout Calder finalist Bunting, Kerfoot, Holl and valued depth centre 
David Kämpf are all a year away from turning UFA and eligible to sign 
extensions as early as July 13. 

But don’t expect them to that quick. 

Dubas is placing those conversations on a waitlist as he focuses on the 
draft and free agency. He’ll let the dust settle in a week or two and re-
evaluate his cap picture before talking early extensions. 
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    20 

It's the day before the NHL Draft and the rumour mill has kicked into high 
gear. The order of this year's draft is completely up in the air, right from 
the top, where the Montreal Canadiens still are deciding between Shane 
Wright, Juraj Slafkovsky and Logan Cooley. 

This figures to be the most unpredictable draft in years. 

Various GMs from around the league spoke from the host city in Montreal 
on Wednesday, and we're gathering some of what came out of those 
discussion here. 

This page will be updated as more GMs speak Wednesday afternoon. 

Dallas' John Klingberg set to test the open market 

With Miro Heiskanen and Esa Lindell extended, and Ryan Suter added 
as a free agent last year, the time has run out on John Klingberg in 
Dallas. 

With over $17 million committed to those three defenceman, there wasn't 
enough space left over for Klingberg, who scored 47 points this season 
and expressed a frustration over lack of progress in contract extension 
talks earlier this season. 

According to Frank Seravalli, the talks between the two sides were 
cordial this off-season, but that the 29-year-old would hit the market next 
week. 

Nashville Predators' No. 1 priority is to re-sign Filip Forsberg 

Days after acquiring Ryan McDonagh in a trade to bolster their top-four 
defence unit, the Predators' most important piece of business is still not 
finished. 

Filip Forsberg, a 27-year-old, 42-goal scoring winger, is now just seven 
days away from hitting the open market as a free agent. With $18.1 
million in cap space, and after electing to keep Forsberg instead of 
trading him at the deadline, many have wondered what has taken so long 
to get a deal across the line. 

The Predators have offered Forsberg an eight-year deal, but he's not 
expected to pull in more than Roman Josi's team-high $9.059 million cap 
hit. 

On Wednesday, Poile remained hopeful a deal would get done on 
Forsberg and that there was momentum towards a happy conclusion. 

Penguins would be 'surprised' if Letang not re-signed, jury still out on 
Malkin 

The momentum has been favourable for Kris Letang to re-sign in 
Pittsburgh. Last week Penguins president Brian Burke said the team had 
made a "determined" effort to keep the defenceman. 

Penguins GM Ron Hextall confirmed as much in Montreal on 
Wednesday, saying he'd "be surprised if we don’t get (Kris Letang) 
done.” 

The asking price on Letang was reportedly for around a three-year deal 
worth over $8 million per season. 

But Burke sounded a little less optimistic on Malkin last week and Hextall 
again echoed that on Wednesday. 

Washington Capitals looking for veteran goalie, believe Backstrom will 
return next season 

Between Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek, the Capitals had the NHL's 
No. 23-ranked team save percentage this past season at .898, the worst 
mark of any playoff team. Both of those goalies are now restricted free 
agents this summer and still relatively young — 25 and 26 years old, 
respectively. 

Qualifying offers are due by Monday, July 11 and any player who doesn't 
receive one will become an unrestricted free agent on July 13. With many 

teams pinched to the cap and seeking ways to create space to make 
moves, Monday figures to be a big day that could add a couple more 
intriguing free agents to the pile. 

There was some question if the Capitals would leave either goalie 
unqualified, but GM Brian MacLellan said Wednesday that both would 
receive one. However, he made it clear that the Capitals would still be 
looking to acquire a veteran netminder this summer. 

The Russian question remains a large one and figures to impact the draft 
order on Thursday and Friday, where certain players from that country 
could fall in order. That Flyers prospect goalie Ivan Fedotov was picked 
up by Russian law enforcement before he left for the USA this week, and 
sent to a remote military base, is alarming and a concern for others who 
return to that country. 

As GM of the team with the most Russian players on the roster, 
MacLellan admitted there was "a little uncertainty" about players 
returning to the USA from Russia for next season, but that in speaking 
with his players, "everybody is pretty comfortable that they are coming 
back and they are playing next year." 

The GM also gave an update on the injured Nicklas Backstrom, whom he 
expects to return at some point next season. That may remove the 
Capitals from any Nazem Kadri speculation, as they're likely to replace 
Backstrom from within until he's able to return. 

With Backstrom's timeline unclear, shakeup not impossible for MacLellan 
and Capitals 
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Columbus' No. 6 or 12 pick could be available for 'good young player' 
under team control 

There was a little trade buzz Tuesday night when Columbus Dispatch 
Blue Jackets reporter Brian Hedger said Jarmo Kekalainen had been 
talking with the Arizona Coyotes and that, potentially, a deal involving 
Jakob Chychrun could line up. 

On Wednesday, Kekalainen said it was unlikely (though not impossible) 
that he'd trade both of his first-round picks, and then outlined what it 
would take for him to part with even one of them. 

"We're going to look at our needs and then see what we can do from the 
other means that we have, which is free agency and trades," the GM 
said. "That's why we're doing what we're doing right now with evaluating 
what may be available for the sixth pick, or the 12th pick. If it's for a 20-, 
21-, maybe 22-year-old player that's already played in the NHL and we 
know that we can control for many, many years, but can give us, also, 
that immediate help, it could make all kinds of sense for us. It's not going 
to happen for a 26-year-old good NHL player that has one year left 
before he's a UFA. It doesn't make any sense for us." 

Can Boston bring the band back together? 

Important updates from the Bruins today on Patrice Bergeron, whose 
contract has expired and is surrounded by retirement speculation; David 
Pastrnak, a year away from UFA status adding a pressure point to trade 
speculation this off-season; and David Krejci, the important second-line 
centre who returned to play in Czechia this past season. 

First on Bergeron. This year's Selke Trophy winner at 36 years old is still 
at the peak of his powers and scored 65 points in 73 games this past 
season. Bergeron himself has shut down any talk that he could sign 
elsewhere as a free agent this summer. His commitment, if he returns to 
the NHL, is to the Bruins. GM Don Sweeney called the ongoing talks with 
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Bergeron's camp as "promising" but that the picture wasn't much clearer 
yet. 

"My conversations with Patrice have gone well. His recovery has gone 
well," Sweeney said. "We’re excited that he’s considering playing and 
moving forward with what we think is a positive mindset." 

With Pastrnak the situation is a bit more sticky and, perhaps, could 
depend on what Bergeron or Krejci decide. Pastrnak scored 40 goals this 
season, is right in his prime at 26 years old, and has one year left on a 
contract paying $6.66 million against the cap. 

Meantime, the Bruins' contending window faces a questionable future 
with Bergeron still undecided and there's some question if Pastrnak 
would want to lock in with the organization for the long-term, if some form 
of a rebuild will be forced upon them. 

Neely said he would meet with Pastrnak's agent, J.P. Barry, in Montreal 
over the next two days. 

And, surprisingly, Sweeney didn't immediately shoot down the notion that 
Krejci could return to the team in 2022-23. The 36-year-old scored 46 
points in 51 Czech League games this season, but the Bruins GM 
confirmed he is talking with the centre. 

And, finally, some definite good news for the Bruins: 25-year-old Jake 
DeBrusk rescinded his trade request after a 25-goal season in which he 
earned some play on the top line. 

'Multiple' teams have called the Senators about the seventh overall pick 

As outlined by Wayne Scanlan in his draft preview, the Senators no 
longer see themselves as a bottoming-out, rebuilding team through the 
draft, but as one ready to move into the next phase of development, 
where they'll want to add key complementary pieces around their young 
core. This is why the team has been connected to Claude Giroux in free-
agent rumours. 

That means that Ottawa's seventh-overall pick could be in play, if GM 
Pierre Dorion can use it to acquire an impact NHL player. 

"There's been a lot of discussions about not just pick seven, but other 
picks that could be in play," he said Wednesday. "It's no secret we're 
trying to improve our team and bring players that have some kind of 
pedigree or experience into our lineup and we've talked about pick seven 
as a possibility of being moved." 
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Sportsnet.ca / HE’S A KEEPER  

 

By Ryan Dixon 

 

Inside the controversial, evolving and occasionally perplexing process of 
drafting the most important position in hockey 

W hat a team needs from its goalie varies from game to game. On plenty 
of occasions this year, the Nashville Predators asked Juuse Saros to be 
their saviour. On this night, though, he did a lot of standing around, 
secure in the knowledge he’d be called on to provide one or two critical 
bacon-savers for his squad. Hosting the San Jose Sharks with a little 
over two weeks to go in the season, the Preds were in a losing-is-not-an-
option situation as they tried to lock down one of the final Western 
Conference playoff berths. Having dropped their previous two games, 
banking two points versus subpar competition was an absolute must. 

Unfortunately, the Sharks — and in particular, goalie Kaapo Kahkonen — 
had no interest in rolling over. Saros watched from the opposite crease 
while his fellow Finn made save after save — 41 in all — through 60 
minutes that saw Nashville dominate, but neither team score. Then, in 
overtime, that thing that always happens in those tilted-ice situations 
happened: The Sharks got their golden counter-strike chance. With all 
three Predators caught deep in the offensive zone, Tomas Hertl 

embarked on a breakaway long enough to allow for serious 
brainstorming before he got to the net. The Sharks sniper shifted hard to 
his backhand as he bore down on Saros, then jerked the puck all the way 
across the top of the crease to his forehand. As Hertl attempted to sweep 
the puck into the corner of the net, Saros thrust his entire body back 
against the grain and kicked his right leg out, laying down a mustard-
coloured pad that prevented Hertl from ending the game. Saros was fully 
in the splits when the play was whistled dead, Hertl having made one 
additional feeble attempt to poke the puck through the splayed out body 
of one of the smallest puckstoppers in the league. 

It was the save Nashville needed to win the game, which it did a couple 
minutes later on a goal from Ryan Johansen. It also demonstrated the 
kind of effort and ability that enticed the Preds to draft Saros despite the 
fact his frame in no way matches the typical dimensions of an NHL 
goalie. “If you were to have criteria where you have to check certain 
boxes, he doesn’t fit it,” says Jeff Kealty, Nashville’s assistant general 
manager and director of scouting. “But the one thing I can tell you is, all 
the intangibles that you see him succeeding with now are what attracted 
us to him.” 

It’s hard to overstate what Saros did for the Predators during a season in 
which he was nominated for the Vezina Trophy and played more games 
(67) than any other guy at his position. But his value to the team was 
demonstrated in the worst possible way during the playoffs as, with 
Saros sidelined by a leg injury sustained in the season’s 11th hour, 
Nashville was lit up and swept aside in four games by the top-seeded 
Colorado Avalanche. Meanwhile, the Dallas Stars — who, like Nashville, 
grabbed one of two wild card berths in the West — very nearly pulled off 
an upset of the Calgary Flames for one reason: Jake Oettinger. 

Goaltending, it turns out, continues to be a make-or-break element of 
hockey. And yet, teams are usually reluctant to spend premier draft 
capital on the young men who play the sport’s most important position. 
Not one of the three nominees for this year’s Vezina was taken in the first 
round; in fact, you’ll find two fourth-rounders — Saros and winner Igor 
Shesterkin — and second-rounder Jakob Markstrom. By contrast, glance 
over the bios of the skaters who were up for other major awards — the 
Hart, Ted Lindsay, Norris, Calder and Selke — and you’ll discover at 
least two of the three candidates for each piece of hardware were taken 
no lower than ninth overall. While it’s been years since we’ve seen a 
goalie crack the top-10, the trend of laying off tenders until your third or 
fourth pick might be changing. And if Saros’s success playing at five-foot-
11 means anything, maybe teams will re-consider how wide a net they 
cast in search of a goalie. 

A s a Milwaukee resident in the Age of Antetokounmpo, it stands to 
reason that Saros got sucked into basketball while playing for the AHL’s 
Admirals. It’s actually kind of surprising Saros didn’t land in North 
America with a love of hoops because his father, Pekka, has a serious 
hardwood passion, having refereed games in Finland’s best basketball 
league for decades. Still, when they were young, neither Juuse nor his 
older brother got into the game. “I don’t have the height,” Saros says with 
a chuckle. 

The size crack in relation to basketball was made at the end of a 
conversation with Saros about how his stature was clearly a point of 
concern for a lot of hockey evaluators. While on the interview circuit at 
the NHL Scouting Combine during his draft year in 2013, the first thing 
many teams asked Saros to do was take off his shoes so the suits 
eyeballing him could get a measurement before directing a single 
question his way. “There was even this one team, they actually called me 
and asked me to go take an X-ray of my bones; I guess you can see from 
an X-ray if your bones can still grow,” he says. “I did that and the result 
was I was not going to grow any more. They didn’t draft me.” 

“It used to be the most poorly scouted position in all of sports.” 

The Predators did, of course, snagging their now-franchise goalie 99th 
overall. Saros was the ninth goalie taken in 2013, a year in which no 
goalie was taken in the first round. That’s not surprising given the 
dominant ideology of the day. Goalie prospects had their moment in the 
sun when masked men were among the top six players selected in a 
given draft on seven occasions from 1997 through 2005. That basically 
gets you from Roberto Luongo (fourth overall in ’97) to Carey Price (fifth 
in 2005). In the 16 drafts we’ve had since Montreal took Price, no goalie 
has gone higher than 11th overall and 19 of the 30 teams that have been 
in the league for that entire span have never used a first-rounder on a 
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goalie. Just seven of the 57 goalies who played at least 15 games this 
season were first-rounders. 

Reasons for the trepidation fall on a spectrum ranging from somewhat 
understandable to perplexing. Goaltending has long held a mystique as a 
vocation for quirky, unknowable types. And, for a long time, few people 
from NHL front offices were making much of an effort to understand 
goalies any better. “It used to be the most poorly scouted position in all of 
sports,” says Mark Seidel, who has decades worth of scouting 
experience and now runs the independent service North American 
Central Scouting. 

The size bias has become a very real thing in the past 10 to 15 years and 
it’s also commonly understood that goalies take longer to develop than 
forwards and defencemen, leaving general managers to question 
whether selecting an 18-year-old goalie who might not have a positive 
impact on his team for five years is the best career move. “Everybody 
says goaltenders take longer to develop,” says longtime NHL goalie 
coach and scout Pierre Groulx. “I agree, but I think teams can do a better 
job by knowing what they’re drafting and [how] to help the goalie right off 
the bat as soon as he’s drafted.” 

Both Seidel and Groulx cite the rise of analytics — what else — as a 
source of particular illumination when evaluating the most static position 
on a 200-by-85-foot sheet of ice. Where once teams may have had a 
scout with no personal history at the position basically glancing at some 
crude stats and asking themselves “Does he look like a goalie?” now — 
at the very least — teams get the goalie coach involved and more and 
more are putting together small goalie departments with three or four 
people crushing video and getting in-person viewings. “I think, like a lot of 
things, scouting has evolved and gotten better over the years,” Kealty 
says. “These days there are more and more goalie-specific people from 
different organizations who are evaluating these guys. It’s a hand-in-hand 
situation. In the last few years [goalie-specific evaluators] have gotten 
more involved, but your [traditional] scouts are still seeing all the guys. I 
think that gives people a little bit more confidence when you make these 
high picks.” 

Indeed, there seems to have been at least a slight shift in recent years 
when it comes to stepping up and taking a goalie with a first-round pick. 
From 2007 to 2018, the only time a club picked a goalie with one of the 
top 17 selections was the Dallas Stars grabbing Jack Campbell 11th 
overall in 2011. Each of the past three drafts, however, have seen a 
goalie go in the top 15 with Nashville snagging Yaroslav Askarov 11th in 
2019, Florida drafting Spencer Knight 13th in 2020 and Detroit using pick 
No. 15 to take Sebastian Cossa in 2021. 

Kealty acknowledges that, in addition to the scouting becoming more 
refined, it’s also likely no coincidence that the best goalie on the planet 
for some time has been Tampa’s Andrei Vasilevskiy, a 19th-overall pick 
in 2012. Five years later, Dallas took Oettinger 26th overall and the entire 
hockey world just saw him nearly win a playoff series on his own. Finding 
a player capable of that kind of impact can mean the world for a 
franchise, which is why Seidel has always been a little miffed by the 
hesitancy to take goalies high. He points out that National Football 
League teams, year after year, find reasons to talk themselves into 
drafting a quarterback sooner rather than later because, if you hit on that 
position, you’re probably a playoff squad for a decade to come. The 
same can basically be said of a franchise goalie, yet teams shy away. At 
least, they have for a long time. “Any player you draft, it’s based on 
projection,” says Kealty. “And if you really believe in the player — no 
matter what the position is — you’re going to take him high if you see his 
upside as that high. And if you hit on it at the goaltending position? Well, 
then you’re in pretty good shape.” 

P rior to this year’s Connor McDavid-driven run, the last time the 
Edmonton Oilers advanced as far as the playoffs’ final four was 2006. 
That year, the Oilers received Conn Smythe-level performances from 
defenceman Chris Pronger and goalie Dwayne Roloson. The Cup Final 
they lost in seven games to Carolina may have even swung the other 
way had Roloson not sustained a season-ending injury in Game 1 of the 
series. Roloson’s strong career as a six-foot-tall goalie included another 
deep run with the Lighting in 2011, when he was 41 years old. 

Roloson never heard derisive talk about his height when he was coming 
up through the ranks, but the size conversation was unavoidable by the 
time he started working for the Victoria Royals as a skills consultant 
during the back half of the last decade. At that time, Victoria’s Griffen 

Outhouse was one of the circuit’s top stoppers. His .937 save percentage 
in his first year of NHL draft eligibility was the best mark in the WHL 
during the 2015-16 season. Outhouse finished sixth and third in save 
percentage during the next two years, respectively, but no team ever saw 
fit to spend so much as a seventh-rounder on the six-footer. “We had all 
these teams coming in and they wouldn’t even look at him,” Roloson 
recalls. “One of the guys [asked me] ‘How tall is he?’ I said, ‘He’s my 
height,’ and the guy was like, ‘If they’re under [six-foot-two], I can’t even 
look at them. If I brought this to my GM, I’d be fired.’” 

“If they’re under six-foot-two, I can’t even look at them. If I brought this to 
my GM, I’d be fired.” 

Outhouse — who played nine games in the ECHL and five more in the 
American Hockey League during the 2019-20 campaign — is now 24 
years old and spent this past winter with the University of New Brunswick 
Reds. In the NHL, meanwhile, Saros recorded his Vezina-calibre season 
while being just one of two stoppers — along with veteran Slovak 
Jaroslav Halak — to play at least 10 games and be listed at five-foot-11 
or shorter. In 2003-04, the last year of the Dead Puck Era, 14 goalies fit 
that criteria. In the 2008 and 2009 playoffs, five-foot-11 Chris Osgood 
played 42 contests, won the Cup once and played in another Final while 
posting a league-best .928 save percentage over those two post-
seasons. In 2011, Boston’s Tim Thomas became the last sub-six-foot 
goalie to lead a team to a title, besting Roloson 1-0 in Game 7 of the 
Eastern Conference Final, then outdueling six-foot-three Roberto Luongo 
in the showcase series en route to winning playoff MVP honours. But for 
much of the past decade, NHL executives have been channeling the 
energy of Charles Wang, the now-deceased former Islanders owner who 
— never one to think inside the box — openly mused about the 
possibility of trying to convert sumo wrestlers to goalies. “A lot of these 
GMs are going that way,” says Roloson, who’s convinced a lot of quality 
tenders are being overlooked. “But we laughed about it when Charles 
said it.” 

If the logic of stalking large stoppers is basic — bigger body covers more 
net — the rub is that style accounts for a lot in the crease and size does 
not tell the whole story, especially as skaters have become so adept at 
making goalies move with east-west one-timer plays. “You can still have 
six-foot-six goalies who play like they’re five-foot-five,” Groulx says. “And 
you can have goalies like Juuse Saros who are small, but play bigger 
than what they are.” 

As it happens, the 2022 goalies are not regarded as a strong draft class. 
Still, if someone like Vasilevskiy or Oettinger can inspire teams in a 
copycat league to spend first-rounders on goalies, can Saros’s 
achievements — or even the promise shown by average-sized Buffalo 
Sabres prospect Devon Levi — convince a club to step up and put some 
faith in undersized hopefuls like Brett Brochu of the London Knights or 
Hugo Havelid, who led Sweden to gold at the U-18 World Championship 
in May? Maybe it’s time to be less rigid about the Platonic ideal of a 
goalie, not only because the position is so important but also because, 
with each passing year, teams rely more and more on both members of a 
battery to get them through an offence-happy regular season. “The game 
is so quick now and the players are so talented that the game is mentally 
tougher for goalies because it comes at them so quick,” Groulx says. “It’s 
not necessarily the physical aspect of the game that’s tough for goalies, 
it’s the mental aspect.” 

Saros — who says size questions never irked him — has always had the 
between-the-ears aspect of the game down, to say nothing of his strong 
positioning and absurd quickness. Kealty doesn’t deny there’s a certain 
frame scouts prefer at any position — teams want six-foot-three centres 
or defencemen too, if they can get them — but ultimately, as was the 
case with Saros, a prospect just has to have enough of the other “it” 
factors to entice you. “There are guys who have success who are cut 
from these different moulds and that’s the job of scouting, to find the 
intangibles and to see through all of it and still take chances,” Kealty 
says. “In this case, it’s worked out very well for everybody.” 

Who wants to be able to say that next? 
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TSN.CA / Named after Cy Young, Mateychuk makes strong pitch to NHL 
teams 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Growing up in Dominion City, Man., Denton Mateychuk had two sports to 
choose from.  

"It's a pretty small town of about 300 people and the two things we have 
are baseball diamonds and a hockey rink," the Moose Jaw Warriors 
defenceman said. "I played baseball in the summer and hockey in the 
winter. I was playing whenever I could. It's just an awesome place." 

Mateychuk is named after one of the all-time great pitchers in Cy Young.   

"My dad was a pitcher and really liked the name Denton and my mom 
liked it too," he said. "It just worked out that my dad knew it was Cy 
Young's original name. My older brother is named after Greg Maddux. 
My dad is a big baseball fan." 

    @BaseballMB #AreYouReadyMB. Maddux throwing a little BP to the 
rest of our crew. Can’t let his brother end with a missile. 
pic.twitter.com/AdOpiYYNce 

    — J Matey (@JMatey1) June 11, 2021 

Mateychuk's dad, Jason, played at Mayville State in North Dakota and is 
now in the Manitoba Baseball of Hall of Fame. Older brother Maddux is 
currently pitching for Campbellsville University in Kentucky. But when it 
came time to choose which sport to pursue, Denton's decision was easy.   

"Hockey was always my thing," he said. "I liked playing baseball, but 
when I thought about what I wanted to do with my life it was always 
hockey. From the first time I stepped on the ice I was like, 'Yeah, I really 
like this.'" 

What was it about hockey that set it apart?  

"The five-on-five part of the game," he said. "The way you have to work 
together with your teammates. You can't just do it yourself. In baseball, 
you know, there's a pitcher and you all have your own roles." 

It appears Mateychuk made the right choice. He is in Montreal this week 
where he will be selected in the National Hockey League draft. He came 
in No. 24 on TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie's final list of top 
prospects, which is based on a poll of scouts.  

During a conversation with TSN, Mateychuk outlined how he was able to 
thrive in the Western Hockey League as a 5-foot-10 and a half blueliner. 
He also explained why Boston Bruin Charlie McAvoy is his role model. 
The following is an edited transcript of the interview.   

TSN: TSN director of scouting Craig Button has you going to the 
Winnipeg Jets in his final mock draft. How does that sound?  

Mateychuk: "It sounds awesome. Growing up, I watched a lot of the Jets. 
It'd be an awesome [team] to be a part of." 

TSN: How have the talks with the Jets gone?  

Mateychuk: "Good. I talked to them at the combine and then a couple 
phone calls after and they've all been really good." 

TSN: What was your favourite fan moment growing up?  

Mateychuk: "Oh, that's a good question. Probably going to watch them 
against the Red Wings with all my teammates. My hometown team went, 
and it was a cool game to watch. I remember being really excited for 
that."   

Button: Winnipeg native Mateychuk should be Jets' selection with 30th 
overall pick 

The trade that saw Andrew Copp move to Broadway has proved to be 
fruitful for Winnipeg, as due to the Rangers' run, the Jets now have New 
York's first round pick. TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button believes 
that Winnipeg native Denton Mateychuk fits the bill to help bolster the 
blue line. 

TSN: How would you describe your game?  

Mateychuk: "I'm a pretty offensive defenceman. I like to join the rush and 
create offensive chances for my teammates and myself with my skating. I 
also think I can be a special teams’ guy: power play, penalty kill and 
those type of situations. I like to play at both ends of the ice."  

TSN: How do you ensure size isn't an issue? 

Mateychuk: "I use my skating really well and also my stick. I do a really 
good job getting my stick on the puck and use that first, but I can also 
incorporate my body to separate the man from the puck. I use both of 
those strategies to get guys off the puck. I'm not the biggest guy so it 
helps when I use my skating and close the gap." 

    Denton Mateychuk for Moose Jaw can really boogie. #2022NHLDraft 
pic.twitter.com/4gXZCOam7A 

    — 🌬Joel Henderson  (@dathockeydoe) March 23, 2021 

TSN: Who are your NHL role models? 

Mateychuk: "Growing up, I was a big Pittsburgh Penguins fan, so I 
watched Sidney Crosby and Kris Letang a lot. But a guy I've watched 
recently and want to play like in the NHL is Charlie McAvoy. He's a guy I 
want to resemble at the National Hockey League level."  

TSN: What do you appreciate about his game?  

Mateychuk: "He's got a complete game. He does a lot of things well. He's 
a power play guy and a penalty kill guy. He jumps in the rush and also 
punishes you if you're coming down on him. He can play the body well 
and also has a good stick. He's an all-around great player."  

TSN: You're not lacking in the competitiveness department. You actually 
dropped the gloves with Winnipeg's Karter Prosofsky last season. What 
happened there?  

Mateychuk: "We were playing Winnipeg at home, and it was 3-2 or 2-1 
going into the third period or something like that and it was 10-2 by the 
end. My D partner made a big hit and there was a scrum and then the 
guy asked me to go, and I was like, 'You know what, let's do it.' It's one of 
those games where it didn't go our way, but you battle to the end, so I 
wasn't going to back down from that."  

TSN: What was your mindset going into the fight? Like, were you 
prepared in any way?  

Mateychuk: "Me and my brothers would wrestle a little bit growing up and 
stuff but, I had never really been in an actual fight or anything, so it was 
new to me. I throw from the left side so I thought that may give him a little 
surprise when I first got in there. I feel that helped me out a little bit. I felt I 
held up pretty good." 

    — hockeyfights (@hockeyfights) February 10, 2022 

TSN: It wasn't your only new experience this season. What led to you 
playing the bumper on the power play at times?  

Mateychuk: "We were at the midpoint of the season and our power play 
was in a bit of a slump, so we were like, 'Let's try something new.' We 
were watching Tampa Bay, actually, and saw their movement and we're 
like, 'Let's put out three forwards and let them roll and then I'll be in the 
bumper to support and make little two-on-one plays and stuff.' We were 
scared to bring it to our coach [at first] but then he said it was all good 
and he let us try it a couple of times in practice. He liked it so we did it for 
a little bit in the games and it worked well." 

TSN: How did you feel in the Brayden Point role?  

Mateychuk: "It definitely was different than what I'm used to at the top, 
but I liked it ... I see the ice pretty well and can find those little areas 
where you can make a pass or a quick one-timer. There's things I see on 
the ice and that's why I was in the middle there."  

    Denton Mateychuk on the P-P-P-POWER PLAY gives the 
@MJWARRIORS a two-goal lead in Game Five!#WHLPlayoffs | 
#MJvsSAS | #NHLDraft pic.twitter.com/NDnoaOczBO 

    — The WHL (@TheWHL) April 30, 2022 
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TSN: You were ranked one spot ahead of your cousin, Owen Pickering, a 
defenceman with Swift Current, on NHL Central Scouting's final list of 
North American skaters. Any bragging rights on the line between you 
guys at the draft?  

Mateychuk: "No. We're both proud of each other and excited to see what 
we can do in our careers. Knowing him my whole life, I want nothing but 
the best for him. I'm really excited to be a part of that moment with him at 
the draft."  

TSN: What was it like partnering with him at the CHL Top Prospects 
Game?  

Mateychuk: "It was awesome. Being able to do that with your cousin, 
that's a moment you remember for a long time. I remember my family 
being really excited the day before the game when I told them that I got 
to play with Owen. We played together a little bit before but not on a 
stage like that and it was awesome."  

    "My body caught up to itself a little bit. My skating stride lengthened 
out."#NHLDraft prospect Owen Pickering tells @markhmasters he credits 
his growth spurt for a 'crazy' rise up the rankings: 
https://t.co/aq6qELm2ZV#TSNHockey pic.twitter.com/YhgnwncUSc 

    — TSN Hockey (@TSNHockey) July 5, 2022 

TSN: You wore the 'C' for Team White. What did that mean to you?  

Mateychuk: "A huge honour. I was really excited to be able to do that on 
a stage like that. I know that everybody was coming from different clubs 
so it's hard to gel, but we did a good job of that. By the game we were 
buying in and ready to go." 

TSN: How would you describe your leadership approach?  

Mateychuk: "I'm a pretty competitive guy so I'm always going full out – 
whether it's in practice or the gym. I like to do that, and players pick up on 
that. I can use my words, but I'm more of a lead-by-example guy."  

TSN: How do you show your competitiveness in the gym?  

Mateychuk: "Going full out. Doing it right but making sure I'm pushing 
myself, whether it's with the weights or the bands or whatever it is. I'm 
making sure I'm not going half in. I'm 100 per cent into it if I'm going to do 
something."  

TSN: What are you focused on this off-season? Where do you want to 
improve?  

Mateychuk: "My all-around game … and working on my shot. I want to 
make sure I can use it in different situations whether it's a quick release 
or loading it up. Also, getting faster in the gym and keeping my strength 
and doing all those things." 
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