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First round of NHL draft was drama-free for Hurricanes. They’ll have eight picks Friday 

By Chip Alexander 

There was a lot of early drama Thursday at the 2022 NHL 
Draft when the Montreal Canadiens took forward Juraj 
Slafkovsky with the No. 1 pick. 

Wait, no Shane Wright? The Wright vs Slafkovsky debate 
filled many conversations in Montreal before the start of the 
draft at the Bell Centre. Wright seemed to be the favorite, but 
the Habs went with the big Slovakian forward over the 
Canadian forward and had the arena buzzing. 

As for the Carolina Hurricanes, there was no drama 
Thursday. None. 

The Hurricanes came to Montreal without a first-round pick, 
surrendering it with their offer sheet to Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
last year when they snagged the Finnish forward – the No. 3 
pick in the 2018 draft – away from the Canadiens. 

Carolina president and general manager Don Waddell said 
before the draft the Canes could look to move into the 
opening round with a trade once in Montreal, perhaps make 
some noise. That did not happen, leaving the Canes to make 
their eight draft picks Friday when the second through the 
seventh rounds will be held. 

“Not a priority,” Waddell told reporters in Montreal. “To get 
back in the first round you have to give up a lot. I didn’t think 
it was worth it at this point.” 

The draft will resume Friday at 11 a.m. at the Bell Centre. 
Carolina’s first pick of the 2022 draft will be No. 60, late in 
the second round, and the team’s latest in a draft since 
picking 63rd in 2006. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman had Canadiens fans 
booing lustily Thursday as he took the stage to kick off the 
first in-person draft since 2019. He had a nice retort, calling 
the boos and his reception a “return to normalcy.” 

Bettman later found a way to earn some strong cheers, 
announcing the Canadiens had made a couple of trades, 
including one with the Chicago Blackhawks for forward Kirby 
Dach. 

That came before Wright, from the Kingston Frontenacs, was 
taken fourth overall by the Seattle Kraken. 

While the Canes’ strategy Friday could be a best-player-
available approach in their selections, one trend may not 
continue: the drafting of Russian players. 

The Canes have selected five Russians in the past two drafts 
— both held virtually because of COVID-19. The pandemic 
also had its impact on scouting, leaving teams to rely more 
on video. 

“It made everything more uncertain,” Canes assistant 
general manager Darren Yorke said last week. “Now things 
are relatively back to normal outside of the country (travel) 
restrictions with Russia and Belarus, but that’s not pandemic 
related.” 

While getting Russian players to come to North America to 
play hockey has been problematic at times in the past, the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine now has created a different kind 
of hurdle and could prevent other Russian players – draftees 
or those already in the NHL – from leaving their home 
country. 

The Anaheim Ducks drafted defenseman Pavel Mintyukov 
with the 10th pick Friday. But Mintyukov played junior hockey 
for the Saginaw Spirit of the Ontario Hockey League this past 
season, and the Moscow native has said he has no 
immediate plans to return to Russia. 

The Washington Capitals later made forward Ivan 
Miroshnichenko, who competed in Russia last season, the 
20th overall pick. The Minnesota Wild took Russian forward 
Danila Yurov at No. 24. 

Hurricanes Selections 

First round – none 

Friday 

Second round – No. 60 

Third round – No. 71 (from Blackhawks) 

Fourth round – No. 124 

Fifth round – No. 156 

Sixth round – Nos. 171 (from Ducks), 188 

Seventh round – Nos. 205 (from Blue Jackets), 220.
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Quiet Day 1 for Hurricanes at NHL Draft, but plenty of possibilities 

Carolina has been working the phone while waiting to make 
its first pick in Montreal 

By Cory Lavalette 

MONTREAL — It was a quiet first night of the NHL Draft for 
the Carolina Hurricanes in Montreal. 

While chaos the draft floor was chaos as expected first 
overall pick Shane Wright slid down to fourth to the Seattle 
Kraken and Montreal selected two Slovaks while also trading 
for Kirby Dach, the Hurricanes watched on knowing their first 
selection wouldn’t come until Saturday. That’s because 
Carolina gave its first- and third-rounders to the Canadiens 
as part of the payment for their successful offer sheet to 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi last offseason. 

“To get back in the first round, you have to give up a lot,” 
Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said Thursday before the start 
of the first round. “So we didn’t think it was worth it at this 
point to do that.” 

That doesn’t mean Waddell and the rest of the Hurricanes’ 
front office were sitting on their hands in the lead-up to 
Thursday’s first round. 

Waddell said he expects the team’s unrestricted free agents 
— most notably Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter — 
to hit the open market when free agency begins next 
Wednesday, and the team still has contracts to figure out 
with key RFAs Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear and Martin 
Necas. 

With nearly $20 million to spend, Waddell expects to be busy 
filling out his roster. The question is whether that comes this 
week in Montreal via trade, next week in free agency or later 
in the summer with some combination of trades and/or 
signings. 

“We’re gonna spend our money one way or another,” 
Waddell said. “We’re not a team that’s trying to be a budget 
team. We’re a cap team. 

“So we will spend it wisely, of course, but still we want to be 
in the mix and just help strengthen our team.” 

On top of figuring out who to bring on board for the 2022-23 
season, the Hurricanes and Waddell also need to know 
which of their players will be back. 

Defenseman Jake Gardiner, who sat out last season after 
undergoing back and hip surgeries, has been cleared to play 
again and has one year left on his contract that holds a $4.05 
million cap hit. 

“He’s cleared to play,” Waddell said of Gardiner. “So at this 
point, barring anything unforeseen, he’ll come to camp and 
we’ll go from there.” 

And then there’s Andrei Svechnikov. The winger is entering 
his fifth NHL season, but there are growing concerns that 
Russian players may have difficulty leaving the country after 
Flyers goalie prospect Ivan Fedotov was detained in Moscow 
and Wild superstar Kirill Kaprizov was rumored to be at risk 
for something similar. 

Carolina also has Russian prospects Pyotr Kochetkov and 
Vasily Ponomarev who played in North America last season 
after starting the year in the KHL. 

Waddell said to this point he doesn’t believe the players will 
have a problem returning to North America. 

“We’re encouraging them they should get back as soon as 
they can,” Waddell said. “But they have a better feel of 
what’s going on here than I do, that’s for sure.” 

Carolina is still trying to get a feeling for how things will go 
with the team’s restricted free agents. 

Necas, who has little leverage because he doesn’t have 
arbitration rights, took a step back in 2021-22 but could still 
be looking for a bigger contract given that he essentially 
played four years on his three-year entry-level contract. 

While Necas has been the subject of trade rumors, Waddell 
said the Hurricanes plan to keep the speedy 23-year-old and 
didn’t seem concerned about getting him signed. 

“It’ll get done at some point,” Waddell said. “There’s not an 
urgency like these other guys.” 

The urgency with Bear and DeAngelo comes because both 
have arbitration rights. While Bear wouldn’t have much of a 
case after a disappointing season in which Carolina seemed 
to lose faith in him, DeAngelo is a unique scenario. 

The polarizing defenseman had 51 points in his first year in 
Raleigh on a $1 million deal. 

For most players with arb rights, that would mean a monster 
pay day. But DeAngelo was sent home and bought out by 
the Rangers the season before — his latest transgression in 
a list of stains on his character — and could have trouble 
convincing an arbitrator that he’s worth a high number. 

But other teams might be willing to give him a multiyear, big 
money deal, so Carolina is waiting and seeing on DeAngelo 
— and the 26-year-old is also exploring his options. 
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“Tony is representative by (CAA mega-agent) Pat Brisson, 
and Pat does a good job with Tony. I’ll leave it at that,” 
Waddell said. 

Waddell added that the team has discussed a contract that 
would be “a few years” with Brisson and DeAngelo. 

“We’re just trying to come up with what the value is, which is 
a difference in opinion right now,” Waddell said. 

Waddell added that DeAngelo “had a good year for us” but 
“he’s not a UFA, he’s an RFA.” 

Even though the Hurricanes didn’t make any picks Thursday 
or complete any deals before Round 1 ended Thursday, 
Waddell said he’s already had two meetings with agents of 
players with whom he is negotiating since arriving in 
Montreal. 

And there’s still plenty of time for Carolina to get to work on 
its roster — and plenty of names that could be in play.

 

 

 
Don Waddell's NHL Draft Media Availability 

Canes General Manager offers thoughts on pending free 
agency and more... 

By Walt Ruff 

MONTREAL - Less than an hour prior to the start of 
Thursday's Round One of the NHL Draft, Carolina 
Hurricanes General Manager Don Waddell spoke to 
reporters inside the Bell Centre. 

Over the span of approximately ten minutes Waddell covered 
a variety of topics, including the draft itself, pending free 
agents and more... 

On trading back into the first round... 

"Not a priority. We made our deal, trading our first pick 
before the year. To get back in the first round, you have to 
give up a lot. So I didn't think it was worth it at this point." 

On the pending restricted free agents (Bear, DeAngelo, 
Lorentz, Necas...) 

"We are an interesting league because from both a team 
standpoint and from an agent standpoint, nothing seems to 
happen until a deadline. Right now negotiations just go on 
and on. Once you come to a deadline, that's usually when 
the deals are made." 

On the pending unrestricted free agents (Niederreiter, 
Trocheck and more...) 

"I think they're all going to go to the open market and see 
what happens. The players have that right. They've earned 
that right as UFAs." 

Does it mean that if Niederreiter and Trocheck sign 
elsewhere, the team will also be active on the market? 

"We're going to spend our money one way or another. We're 
not trying to be a budget team, we're a cap team. We'll 
spend it wisely, of course, but we want to be in the mix to 
help strengthen our team." 

On if there is a change in mindset in the team's approach 
and if that puts any more urgency in this weekend... 

"You're always worried about giving a 29 or 30-year-old 
player and having to sign them because all those guys want 
six, seven years. It doesn't fit into our thinking of how to run 
the team. It doesn't mean they're bad players, but at some 
point you're going to be paid for something that they're not. 
So we've been very careful about that. And we'll continue to 
you know, keep that in mind as we try to move forward here." 

Would the Canes prefer to get something done in a trade, 
moving the rights to Niederreiter or Trocheck if they're not 
going to sign? 

"We're wide open. The problem is that we like our team and 
we like our players. We know we're going to have some 
changeover, but we did finish with 116 points last year. So 
we have to be careful not to tinker with it too much." 

On if there have been any updates on talks with restricted 
free agent Martin Necas...  

"We haven't talked recently. We'll [issue him a qualifying 
offer] and go from there. It'll get done at some point. It's not 
an urgency to get him done like the other guys." 

Is the team committed to keeping Martin Necas? 

"Absolutely." 

Do you have any concerns about the team's Russian players 
making their way back to North America? 

"I have concerns about everyone. As far as Andrei, we're 
being told as of today that we don't have any issues. It's kind 
of out of our control at this point. We're encouraging them to 
get back as soon as they can, but they have a better feel of 
things than we do." 

Any updates on Jake Gardiner? 

"He's cleared to play. Barring anything unforeseen, he'll 
come to camp and we'll go from there."
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Canes’ positional needs heading into draft 

Carolina has the opportunity to add to an already deep 
pipeline. 

By Matthew Somma  

Folks, it’s my absolute favorite time of the year. Draft day is 
upon us, and while the Hurricanes are without a first round 
pick, it’s still an exciting time. My last piece of written content 
before the draft is a look at the team’s needs by position and 
what the team can do to fill those needs at the draft these 
next two days. Obviously, there’s no guarantee that these 
prospects make it to the NHL, but I’m looking more at overall 
depth by position. 

Center 

Top prospects in the system: Jack Drury, Ryan Suzuki, 
Massimo Rizzo, Vasiliy Ponomaryov 

The Hurricanes’ biggest need at the draft is the center 
position. They did a fantastic job of adding to their defensive 
depth at last year’s draft, and this year, I’ve seen a few 
players that were centers transition to the wing. Jamieson 
Rees is an example, and I don’t see him going back to center 
given how solid he was on the wing this past season. A lot of 
prospects can play center in junior, but few of them can play 
center at the NHL level given how difficult the position is.  

A lot of the time, you’ll see natural centers get drafted a little 
higher than they should just because they play center rather 
than the wing. Still, I think that the Hurricanes should add to 
their center depth at the draft. It’s still uncertain whether or 
not Ryan Suzuki is an NHL center, and while the Hurricanes’ 
center depth is excellent now, it may not be when these 
drafted prospects are ready to make the jump to the NHL. If 
the Hurricanes can add another potential middle six center to 
their pipeline this year, it’ll help bolster our depth. Looking at 
our top center prospects, it’s uncertain whether any of them 
can play on an NHL second line. You may not be able to fill 
that with the 60th overall pick, but you can at least add 
another solid center to your pipeline. 

Defense 

Top prospects: Scott Morrow, Aleksi Heimosalmi, Anttoni 
Honka, Domenick Fensore, Joey Keane 

Secondly, it would be wise for the Hurricanes to add a couple 
of defensemen to the pipeline at the draft. Scott Morrow is 
the top defensive prospect in the system and has legitimate 
top-four upside. Morrow likely has the highest ceiling out of 
all of the Hurricanes’ prospects, and with the additions of 
players such as Heimosalmi and Joel Nystrom at the past 
draft, the need to add a defenseman isn’t as much of an 
issue. Still, we’ve seen plenty of top defensive prospects 
have less than stellar tenures with the Hurricanes, which is 
why it’s so important to keep drafting defensemen.  

A player such as Mats Lindgren would be a fantastic 
selection at 60th overall. He fits a similar mold to Morrow in 
the sense that he’s a playmaking defenseman that excels 
with the puck on his stick, and while his ceiling isn’t as high, 
he’s a solid second pairing defenseman if he hits his ceiling. 
Right now, the Hurricanes don’t have any prospects with top 
four upside playing in the AHL. Joey Keane and Jalen 
Chatfield are both third pairing defensemen at best, and the 
rest of the defensemen in the pipeline are at least a year 
away, if not more. I expect the Hurricanes to use at least two 
of their eight picks on defensemen at the draft.  

Goaltender 

Top prospects: Pyotr Kochetkov, Eetu Makiniemi, Patrik 
Hamrla 

The Hurricanes drafted three goalies in the 2021 draft, but as 
we’ve seen, goalie development is incredibly complex and a 
very long process, so there’s never a guarantee that the 
goalies that you draft will be NHL caliber goalies. Folks that 
have been around for a little while might remember when 
Carolina’s top goalie prospect was Daniel Altshuller. Or, 
remember when it took Alex Nedeljkovic seven years to 
become a full-time NHL goalie?  

Not every goalie is going to be ready for the NHL at 22-years 
old like Kochetkov is. I love Patrik Hamrla and I believe that 
he has the potential to be an NHL goaltender, but there’s no 
guarantee that he makes it to that level. It’s always smart to 
draft at least one goaltender in each draft. In fact, the 2020 
draft was the first time since 2013 that the Hurricanes did not 
draft a goaltender with any of their picks. They obviously 
made up for it by taking three in 2021, but the point is, you 
never know. Out of the goalies selected by the Hurricanes 
since 2014, only Alex Nedeljkovic has gone on to play in 
more than a handful of NHL games. Kochetkov is on his way, 
but he has still only played in a handful of games.  

In 10 years, it wouldn’t surprise me if the best goalie drafted 
in this draft came outside of the top 100. I like Tyler Brennan, 
the top goalie in this class, but I believe that he is a backup 
at the NHL level. It might be a good year to pick a goalie 
from Europe in the fifth round or later and let them develop 
for as long as possible. You never know, after all. 

Wing 

Top prospects: Noel Gunler, Jamieson Rees, Ville Koivunen, 
Alexander Pashin 

I’m lumping the wings together since I feel the same about 
both. While it’s important to draft wingers, it’s not at the 
forefront of the team’s needs. Like I said before, plenty of 
prospects that start off as centers eventually transition to the 
wing once they reach the pros. Sure, the Hurricanes will 
likely draft a couple of true wingers throughout the draft, but 
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their main focus, at least in my opinion, should be centers. I 
see Ville Koivunen as a winger at the NHL level and I believe 
that Alexander Pashin and Noel Gunler could be fantastic on 
the right wing for the Hurricanes in a few years. Yes, the 
Hurricanes lack depth at left wing in the pipeline, but there 
could be some centers that transition to the wing like Rees 
has. Patrik Puistola is still in the system as well, and while I 
believe that he’ll need to show tremendous growth in order to 
earn an entry level contract, he still has top nine upside. 
Earlier this year, I would have thought that the Hurricanes’ 
biggest need in the draft was at left wing, but the fact that 
most players can play on the wing if need be has shaken me 
from that belief.  

I hope you all have enjoyed the draft coverage leading up to 
the draft. There’s plenty more in store for during the draft as 
well as afterwards, but for now, that’s all for me. The 
Hurricanes may be without a first round pick, but they’ve 
shown that they can find hidden gems throughout the draft. If 
you’re looking for draft coverage, I’ll be tweeting about the 
Hurricanes’ picks @CanesProspects on twitter. I’ll also be 
tweeting about each WHL player selected on my personal 
account @Mattsomma12, if you’re interested in learning 
more about players that will be drafted around the league.  

It’ll be a fun few days, and I’m excited to welcome the newest 
class of Hurricanes prospects.

 

About Last Season: Brett Pesce 

2021-22 was a weird season for Brett Pesce, who took more 
shots but saw his 5-on-5 impact regress while remaining elite 
on the penalty kill. 

By Brett Finger  

Brett Pesce By the Numbers 

 Age: 27 

 NHL Seasons: 7 

 Scoring: 7goals, 21 assists, 28 points in 70 games 

 Playoff Scoring: 1 goal, 2 assists, 3 points in 14 
games 

 Advanced Statistics: 55.12 CF%, 52.82 HDCF%, 
52.26 xGF%, 52.68 GF% 

 Average TOI: 18:26 ES, 0:27 PP, 2:48 SH 

 Contract Status: Two years, $4.025 million AAV left 
on his current deal. UFA after 2023-24. 

It’s almost hard to believe that Brett Pesce is just 27 years 
old. The 2013 third-round pick has been a staple in 
Carolina’s defensive lineup for seven seasons now, and the 
last two seasons and change have seen him lineup next to 
Brady Skjei, who was acquired at the 2020 trade deadline. 

While 2020-21 was perhaps the best season of Pesce’s 
career and undoubtedly his best season of offensive 
production, 2021-22 was among his stranger seasons in the 
league. 

According to Micah McCurdy’s isolated impact visuals, which 
take into account the quality of his on-ice teammates and 
opponents, among other things, Pesce had his first NHL 
season where he had a negative play-driving impact both 
offensively and defensively. 

Among the eight defenders who played in 15 or more games 
for the Hurricanes last season, Pesce was sixth in on-ice 
shot attempt differential, seventh in goal differential, seventh 
in high-danger shot attempt differential, and eighth in 
expected goal differential at 5-on-5. 

His heat maps alone tell the story of where the offense was 
produced when he was on the ice. When Pesce was on the 

ice, the Hurricanes piled up long-range shots, particularly 
from the right point. On the other end of the ice, the 
Hurricanes saw an uptick in shot attempts from right in front 
of the net. 

This is in stark contrast to what he was a part of the previous 
year when the Hurricanes had a massive bump in shot 
attempts in high-danger areas offensively and were stout in 
front of their own net, limiting high-danger chances against at 
a much better rate. 

So, for whatever reason, the Hurricanes took substantially 
fewer competitive slot shots with Pesce on the ice in 2021-22 
and gave up more dangerous shot attempts compared to the 
season prior. Further digging shows what was going on 
there, and it was that Pesce was flinging pucks on net at the 
highest rate of his NHL career by a wide margin, and those 
shots were coming from his place along the blue line. 

Last season, Pesce had 278 5-on-5 shot attempts, which 
was 42 more attempts than his previous career-high back in 
his age 22 season in 2016-17, despite playing ~200 fewer 
minutes in ‘21-22. That equates to 6.5 shot attempts per 60, 
a shot and a half more than any other season of his career. 

Pesce taking more shots, on its own, isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing, but it becomes unsavory when he does so at the 
expense of shot quality, which was essentially what 
happened last season. What he did very well was getting his 
shots on the net. He had the third-highest shot thru rate of 
his career despite taking significantly more shots. 

That said, any offense you get from Pesce has been 
considered a bonus to how impactful he has always been 
defensively. While last season was a below-average year in 
that regard for him at 5-on-5, it was another great year on the 
penalty kill. 

Pesce had the lowest (best) on-ice total and unblocked shot 
attempts against per 60 on the PK in his career and was an 
integral piece in Carolina’s elite penalty kill during the regular 
season. 

Unfortunately, that success wained in the postseason as the 
Hurricanes continued to take an excessive number of minor 
penalties, and the PK got overworked. 

“The first thing that stands out to me is definitely special 
teams,” Pesce said was the thing that held the Hurricanes 
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back in another abrupt playoff exit. “I take a lot of pride in the 
penalty kill, and I feel like we didn’t quite do our job. It’s kind 
of been haunting me a little bit.” 

The Hurricanes are in a privileged position where the season 
they just got from Pesce is considered a down year for him. 
Despite being fairly average at 5-on-5, Pesce’s impact on the 
team and the matchups it gets is huge. He also happens to 
be one of the best penalty-killers in hockey. 

It was a weird year for Pesce in that his offensive impact was 
so vastly different than where he had been trending. That is 

the most noteworthy part of his game from 2021-22. His 
down year defensively at 5-on-5 is far from concerning given 
how great he has been in his career and how impactful he 
continued to be despite it all. 

With two years remaining on his bargain of a contract, the 
Hurricanes should feel confident that they’re going to get two 
more strong years from their cornerstone defender - and 
hopefully many more beyond that. This is a player with a 
track record that suggests last season was a minor setback.
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First round of NHL draft was drama-free for Hurricanes. They’ll have 
eight picks Friday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Wait, no Shane Wright? The Wright vs Slafkovsky debate filled many 
conversations in Montreal before the start of the draft at the Bell Centre. 
Wright seemed to be the favorite, but the Habs went with the big 
Slovakian forward over the Canadian forward and had the arena buzzing. 

As for the Carolina Hurricanes, there was no drama Thursday. None. 

The Hurricanes came to Montreal without a first-round pick, surrendering 
it with their offer sheet to Jesperi Kotkaniemi last year when they 
snagged the Finnish forward – the No. 3 pick in the 2018 draft – away 
from the Canadiens. 

Carolina president and general manager Don Waddell said before the 
draft the Canes could look to move into the opening round with a trade 
once in Montreal, perhaps make some noise. That did not happen, 

leaving the Canes to make their eight draft picks Friday when the second 
through the seventh rounds will be held. 

“Not a priority,” Waddell told reporters in Montreal. “To get back in the 
first round you have to give up a lot. I didn’t think it was worth it at this 
point.” 

The draft will resume Friday at 11 a.m. at the Bell Centre. Carolina’s first 
pick of the 2022 draft will be No. 60, late in the second round, and the 
team’s latest in a draft since picking 63rd in 2006. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman had Canadiens fans booing lustily 
Thursday as he took the stage to kick off the first in-person draft since 
2019. He had a nice retort, calling the boos and his reception a “return to 
normalcy.” 

Bettman later found a way to earn some strong cheers, announcing the 
Canadiens had made a couple of trades, including one with the Chicago 
Blackhawks for forward Kirby Dach. 

That came before Wright, from the Kingston Frontenacs, was taken 
fourth overall by the Seattle Kraken. 

While the Canes’ strategy Friday could be a best-player-available 
approach in their selections, one trend may not continue: the drafting of 
Russian players. 
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The Canes have selected five Russians in the past two drafts — both 
held virtually because of COVID-19. The pandemic also had its impact on 
scouting, leaving teams to rely more on video. 

“It made everything more uncertain,” Canes assistant general manager 
Darren Yorke said last week. “Now things are relatively back to normal 
outside of the country (travel) restrictions with Russia and Belarus, but 
that’s not pandemic related.” 

While getting Russian players to come to North America to play hockey 
has been problematic at times in the past, the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine now has created a different kind of hurdle and could prevent 
other Russian players – draftees or those already in the NHL – from 
leaving their home country. 

The Anaheim Ducks drafted defenseman Pavel Mintyukov with the 10th 
pick Friday. But Mintyukov played junior hockey for the Saginaw Spirit of 
the Ontario Hockey League this past season, and the Moscow native has 
said he has no immediate plans to return to Russia. 

The Washington Capitals later made forward Ivan Miroshnichenko, who 
competed in Russia last season, the 20th overall pick. The Minnesota 
Wild took Russian forward Danila Yurov at No. 24. 

HURRICANES SELECTIONS 

First round — none 

Friday 

Second round — No. 60 

Third round — No. 71 (from Blackhawks) 

Fourth round — No. 124 

Fifth round — No. 156 

Sixth round — Nos. 171 (from Ducks), 188 

Seventh round — Nos. 205 (from Blue Jackets), 220. 

News Observer LOADED: 07.08.2022 
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Carolina Hurricanes, like other teams, trying to find a ‘home run’ in 2022 
NHL Draft 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Jaccob Slavin, a fourth round selection by the Canes in the 2012 NHL 
Draft, is one of the league’s best on the blue line, a former All-Star and 
an alternate captain for the Hurricanes who has played more than 500 
games in seven seasons. 

It has been 10 years since the Carolina Hurricanes upstaged the NHL 
draft in Pittsburgh by trading for Penguins center Jordan Staal. 

The arena was rumbling the first night of the 2012 draft when NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman announced the Canes had dealt center 
Brandon Sutter, defensive prospect Brian Dumoulin and their first-round 
pick to the Pens for Staal, then just 23 years old and a Stanley Cup 
winner. It was a blockbuster trade. 

The venue was mostly empty and things more sedate the second day 
when the seven-round draft was completed. All but overlooked was the 
Canes selecting another defensive prospect, Jaccob Slavin, in the fourth 
round. 

The kicker: Slavin wasn’t the first defenseman taken by the Canes in the 
fourth round. Trevor Carrick was chosen with the 115th overall pick, with 
Slavin at No. 120. 

That underscores what many have said about the NHL draft through the 
years: that it can be a crapshoot, especially in the middle rounds, and 
that there’s value to be found throughout the draft. There might even be a 
“home run” in the mix. 

The top guys in the draft, everyone has a good handle on — Shane 
Wright this year, for example. The Montreal Canadiens will have the first 
overall pick Thursday when the draft begins at Montreal’s Bell Centre, 
and Wright, the Kingston Frontenacs forward, could be their guy. 

The Hurricanes do not have a first-round pick this year, but head to 
Montreal with eight selections in the last six rounds. Their first pick: 60th 
overall in the second round. 

How deep is this year’s draft pool? That answer may not come for a few 
years. 

“When people ask that question, they talk about the top five, 10, 15 
picks,” said Canes assistant general manager Darren Yorke, the team’s 
director of amateur scouting. “I think over the years those would have 
different depth in terms of higher-end players, whether or not you have 
generational talent. I don’t know if this year’s draft is going to be as 
talented as next year, where you could have multiple generational 
players. 

“I think as a whole most drafts end up being the same because you’re 
talking about one or two players difference in the mid-rounds. That’s hard 
for anyone right now to say which one of these drafts over the last couple 
of years is going to have maybe one more seventh-rounder or one more 
sixth-rounder who turns into the substantial player.” 

Take the 205th pick, which the Canes have this year. In 2003, the San 
Jose Sharks took Joe Pavelski at No. 205 in the seventh round. The 
Dallas Stars forward has 924 NHL points. 

The Slavin pick by the Canes turned out to be a home run. Only 6-foot-1 
and 170 pounds in 2012, with a big mop of hair, the Denver native then 
was on his way to play for Colorado College. Now 6-3 and 207 pounds, 
he’s one of the NHL’s best on the blue line, a former All-Star and an 
alternate captain for the Hurricanes who has played more than 500 
games in seven seasons. 

“He plays the right way and does it at a high level,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said during the 2022 playoffs. 

Carrick, meanwhile, has played seven NHL games. Calle Andersson, a 
Swedish defenseman taken by the New York Rangers just ahead of 
Slavin in 2012, has not played in the NHL. 

“In the late to middle rounds, beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” Yorke 
said. 

The Canes have had some misses — mid-round and in other rounds. In 
2009, they viewed Philippe Paradis as a forward with size and a hard, 
heavy shot and took him in the first round, 27th overall. He, too, has 
never been in an NHL game. 

A year ago, the Canes decided to trade their first-round pick to Nashville 
for a pair of second-rounders, moving down in the draft. Their first pick 
was 40th, when they took defenseman Scott Morrow out of Shattuck St. 
Mary’s Prep in Minnesota, where he decided to stay for an extra year 
rather than getting in a season in the USHL. 

“I try to be offensive but I think I’m a 200-foot player and I play to win,” 
Morrow told the media on his draft day, also noting he admired the “track 
record” the Canes had in developing defensemen. 

Morrow, in his first year at UMass, was the second highest draft selection 
in program history — behind defenseman Cale Makar of the Colorado 
Avalanche. 
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Morrow ranked first among Hockey East defensemen this past season in 
points with 33, with 13 goals and 20 assists in 37 games. Listed at 6-2 
and 192 pounds, the right-shot D-man was named to the Hockey East’s 
All-Star First Team. 

Morrow, from Darien, Connecticut, was named to Team USA for the 
2022 World Junior Championship, which was postponed because of the 
pandemic and will be played in August in Edmonton. 

“Coming from high school hockey to college hockey is such a huge 
jump,” Yorke said. “But Scott has really answered every question about 
him and continued to develop.” 

That’s what the Hurricanes are looking for with each draft selection, 
regardless of the round or number: development and improvement. 
Then, in a few years, they’ll know how much value they brought. 

HOW TO WATCH THE NHL DRAFT 

▪ WATCH: Round 1 on Thursday beginning at 7 p.m. on ESPN and 
ESPN+ 

▪ WATCH: Rounds 2-7 on Friday beginning at 11 a.m. on NHL Network 
and ESPN+ 

HURRICANES PICKS AT 2022 NHL DRAFT 

Selections 

First round — none 

Second round — No. 60 

Third round — No. 71 (from Blackhawks) 

Fourth round — No. 124 

Fifth round — No. 156 

Sixth round — Nos. 171 (from Ducks), 188 

Seventh round — Nos. 205 (from Blue Jackets), 220. 

HURRICANES VALUE PICKS IN THE DRAFT 

2015 — Forward Sebastian Aho, second round, No. 35. Thirty-one teams 
including the Canes passed on the Finn in the first round. The Canes 
didn’t pass in the second. 

2015 — Forward Steven Lorentz, seventh round, No. 186. What are the 
odds of seventh-rounders playing more than 100 NHL games? Lorentz 
has. 

2013 — Defenseman Brett Pesce, third round, No. 66. Some call him 
underrated but not the Canes. A fixture on the blue line. 

2012 — Defenseman Jaccob Slavin, fourth round, No. 120. Former NHL 
All-Star and Canes’ best D-man. 

1998 — Forward Erik Cole, third round, No. 71. Hard-charging winger 
played almost 900 games in his career, 557 in nine seasons with Canes. 

HURRICANES LOW-VALUE PICKS IN DRAFT HISTORY 

2009 — Forward Philippe Paradis, first round, No. 27. Canes traded him 
to Toronto a few months after drafting him. Has never played in the NHL. 

2000 — Tomas Kurka, second round, No. 32. The Czech winger played 
17 games for Carolina but spent most of his career in Europe. 

1999 — Forward Brett Lysak, second round, No. 49. A big scorer in 
junior hockey, he played two NHL games, both with the Canes. 

1998 — Forward Jeff Heerema, first round, No. 11. The Thunder Bay, 
Ontario native, a cousin of the Staal brothers, played 10 games for 
Carolina. 

1997 — Defenseman Nikos Tselios, first round, No. 22. Has distinction of 
being Hurricanes’ first draft pick. Played two games and spent most of 
career in minors. 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ NHL Draft 2022 picks, analysis and fits 

 

By Corey Pronman 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes don’t have a first-round selection this year, 
having sent it to the Canadiens as compensation for the Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi offer sheet a year ago. Carolina does, however, hold picks in 
each of the next four rounds: Nos. 60, 71 (from Blackhawks), 124, 156. 
They also have two picks in each of the sixth and seventh rounds: Nos. 
171 (from Ducks), 188, 205 (from Blue Jackets) and 220. 

Find out about the Hurricanes’ needs at the draft here. 
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Who won round 1 of the NHL Draft? Which team performed worst? Scott 
Wheeler weighs in 

 

Scott Wheeler 

 

We made it. This draft year felt somehow longer than the two 
exceedingly-long pandemic draft years that preceded it. 

But we made it, and after two years of remote drafts from the NHL’s 
studios in Secaucus, N.J., we even made it back into one of hockey’s 
great cathedrals. 

So welcome to the conclusion of my 2022 NHL Draft coverage. Over the 
next two days, I’ll break down almost every single of the 225 selections 
made by the league’s 32 clubs. 

That begins, as always at The Athletic, with this pick-by-pick breakdown 
of Thursday’s 32 first-round selections. It will continue on Friday with an 
exhaustive look at each team’s picks in Rounds 2-7. 

What follows is my analysis of how each team’s scouting department 
fared against the selections they had, considering each prospect’s 
expected draft range, statistical profile, and my draft board. It is the 
culmination of two years’ worth of work and hundreds of viewings and 
conversations. 

This is not an evaluation of the total value each club got out of their picks 
but rather an evaluation of the relative value they mined compared to 
where they picked and the number of selections they had. As such, 
teams with more picks (or higher picks on average) are not guaranteed 
high grades, just as teams with few picks (or lower picks on average) are 
not guaranteed poor ones. I believe this to be the most nuanced way of 
breaking down the draft. The analysis does not consider the trades that 
were made (whether for NHL roster pieces, or even to move up or down) 
and focuses exclusively on the picks that were made. 

As always, the ranking is sorted into the following tiers for an added layer 
of context: 

Winners: Teams I believe won out over their competition with consistent, 
sleuth, home-run-level selections relative to where they picked. 

Overtime winners: Teams I believe did well with where they were slotted, 
even if they might not have picked the exact player(s) I would have. 
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Overtime losers: Teams I believe could have done better but might, in 
time, be happy with their pick(s) regardless. 

Losers: Teams I believe will regret taking the player(s) they chose. 

Winners 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

Pick: 9. C/RW Matt Savoie  

My ranking: No. 4 (change: -5) 

Pick: 16. C Noah Ostlund  

My ranking: No. 23 (change: +7) 

Pick: 28. C/LW/RW Jiri Kulich 

My ranking:  

If the goal was to draft slick, skilled players, the Sabres sure did with their 
first two picks. If the goal was to draft centres, they took three kids 
capable of playing down the middle. 

I knew that whoever grabbed Savoie in the 8-10 range was likely going to 
have made one of my favourite picks of Day 1, and lo and behold that’s 
how I feel about this pick now that the first 32 selections have been 
made. He’s an explosive skater with maybe the quickest first three 
strides in the draft, a shot and hands that also grade out right at the very 
top of the draft, and dogged, high-energy, never-stop-moving approach. 
For what it’s worth, too: I think he’s going to be a centre, the Sabres’ 
strong pool’s only real need, to boot. 

Ostlund is a slippery, playmaking centre who is, like Savoie, also one of 
the better skaters in the draft. He doesn’t skate with the power that 
Savoie does, but he’s a light, airy skater with soft hands and a standout 
two-way game. 

And Kulich is exactly the kind of player who excels alongside players like 
Savoie and Ostlund. He’s got one of the best shots in the draft 
(especially his one-timer) but he’s also a complete hockey player with a 
pro build, a driven on-ice approach, soft hands, and impressive balance 
and control over his skates. 

Arguably the league’s best pool just got better. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 7 (overtime winners) 

Day 2: No. 8 (overtime winners) 

2. Seattle Kraken 

Pick: 4. C Shane Wright 

My ranking: No. 1 (change: -3) 

Good teams are built down the middle and between Shane Wright and 
Matty Beniers, the Kraken will be in good hands with two extremely well-
rounded, intelligent players who give you something a little different on 
the puck (Beniers’ high-end speed and motor contrasted against Wright’s 
more take-what-you-get, give-and-go game and NHL shot). The Kraken 
are going to love this pick. I believe in Wright’s ability to become a 
perennial 30-goal, 70-point player in the prime of his career. And if he 
does, given his position and the way he also supports the play off the 
puck, he’s quite likely going to be one of the two or three best players in 
the class when the book is closed. I’m excited to track and re-evaluate 
the top of this class for years to come. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 8 (overtime winners) 

Day 2: No. 24 (overtime losers) 

3. Winnipeg Jets 

Pick: 14. LW Rutger McGroarty 

My ranking: No. 15 (change: +1) 

Pick: 30. C/RW Brad Lambert  

My ranking: No. 8 (change: -22) 

The Jets just keep picking my favourite kids. There wasn’t a player I 
enjoyed talking to in the 2020 class more than Cole Perfetti. There wasn’t 
a player in the 2021 class I enjoyed talking to more than Chaz Lucius. 
And there wasn’t a player I enjoyed talking to more in this age group than 
McGroarty. They’re different. Perfetti and Lucius are smart and articulate 
and impressed me with the way they communicate. And while 
McGroarty, this year’s captain at the national program, is that too (don’t 
get it twisted), he’s also just got such life and energy to him. And then on 
top of that he’s a physically strong, hard-shooting winger who plays hard 
and has a knack for getting open around the net and finishing when he 
does, with some underrated skill on the puck mixed in too. 

As for Lambert: The bet on him, where the Jets made it, is exactly what 
the draft should be all about. The teams that win the war take chances on 
talent, the hardest thing to find anywhere. This is exactly that. It’s there. 
He has it in him to become a dynamic offensive player. I truly believe 
that. And I’d count on his 2022-23 season playing out a lot better than his 
2021-22 campaign did. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 3 (winners) 

Day 2: No. 5 (overtime winners) 

4. Minnesota Wild 

Pick: 19. LW Liam Ohgren 

My ranking: No. 14 (change: -5) 

Pick: 24. LW/RW Danila Yurov 

My ranking: No. 12 (change: -12) 

The Wild just keep drafting well. They drafted as well as any team in the 
league from 2019-2021 for my money and the Ohgren and Yurov picks 
kicks off this draft class on the right foot too. They’re also very similar 
players, in that they can play it any way you’d like offensively and they’re 
well-rounded off the puck. They can hang onto the puck and create for 
themselves, they can play the give-and-go game, they can both score 
and play-make. And they’re both combo power and finesse players who 
are sturdy on their skates. 

Ohgren shoots it harder than Yurov (the puck really rocks back into his 
stance and then pops off his blade) but I think Yurov has slightly higher 
upside on the whole. 

There’s also almost no doubt in my mind that they both become good 
NHLers, assuming Yurov can get more reps in Russia next year and 
eventually get over to North America. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 2 (winners) 

Day 2: No. 20 (overtime losers) 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Pick: 31. LW Isaac Howard 

My ranking: No. 10 (change: -21) 

There aren’t many forwards in this draft class with statistical profiles that 
match up with Howard. He filled the net in back-to-back years at the 
program and I don’t see anything in his game that prevents him from 
doing the same in college. He’s another short winger who fell for the 
wrong reasons and I’m prepared to put a stake in the ground on that. 
He’s well-built for his size, he’s got NHL speed, he’s got NHL skill (hands, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 8, 2022 

 

shot, touch, you name it) and he finds space in the offensive zone as well 
as anyone in the draft. He’s going to keep scoring. You can bank on it. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: N/A (no picks) 

Day 2: No. 11 (overtime winners) 

6. Nashville Predators 

Pick: 17. RW Joakim Kemell 

My ranking: No. 7 (change: -10) 

Like Lekkerimaki two picks before him, Kemell, another small winger, 
predictably fell (as tends to happen in the first round). He’s a confident, 
attacking player with a diverse offensive game and a dangerous mid-to-
long range shot. Inside the offensive zone, he’s always a threat. He’s got 
legit top-six tools and power play upside. Coming in, I was expecting the 
Preds to draft a defenceman after having used a lot of recent high picks 
on forwards (Philip Tomasino, Fyodor Svechkov, Zachary L’Heureux, 
Luke Evangelista, etc.), but when he fell, he became the right pick for a 
team that needs some star power. There’s some risk in Kemell’s 
projection, but the reward is high. Take the swing. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 17 (overtime losers) 

Day 2: No. 6 (overtime winners) 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Pick: 15. RW Jonathan Lekkerimaki 

My ranking: No. 9 (change: -6) 

The Lekkeriamki pick is giving me Elias Pettersson in 2017 vibes. He’s 
built stronger than Pettersson was (obviously), but he’s got arguably the 
best pure puck skills in the draft (I graded his shot as best-in-class and 
his hands as top five). He’s got a lethal release, with a unique ability to 
make one or two game-breaking plays a game. He can come and go and 
he’s a smallish winger, and those guys tend to fall further than they 
should. But he’s going to put a lot of pucks into the net (enough to 
potentially turn this into one of the draft’s home runs). 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: N/A (no picks) 

Day 2: No. 13 (overtime winners) 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Pick: 6. RHD David Jiricek  

My ranking: No. 6 (change: none) 

Pick: 12. LHD Denton Mateychuk 

My ranking: No. 13 (change: +1) 

I thought the Blue Jackets hit on their two high forward picks last year 
when they selected Kent Johnson and Cole Sillinger in quick succession 
at the top of the 2021 draft, and I think they’ve done the game on 
defence with Jiricek and Mateychuk in 2022. 

After an eventful first four picks, things started to settle in at No. 5 and 
No. 6. Jiricek’s a great fit for the Blue Jackets, who drafted a similar 
(though lower-end) prospect last year when they selected the physically 
strong, aggressive (on both sides of the puck) Corson Ceulemans. Jiricek 
gives them more of what they clearly covet. He plays the game with 
presence, he looks to command play, and he’s got a bomb from the 
point. 

Mateychuk looks and plays much different than Jiricek, but he’s one of 
my favourites. He’s an excellent three-zone player who skates, moves 
the puck, handles the puck, and attacks with the best of them in this 

draft. They think the world of him in Moose Jaw and believe he’s got all-
situations upside at the next level. I do too. 

I fully expect this will be looked back on as a big day for the Blue Jackets 
franchise. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 1 (winners) 

Day 2: No. 18 (overtime losers) 

Overtime winners 

9. New Jersey Devils 

Pick: 2. RHD Simon Nemec 

My ranking: No. 2 (change: none) 

Once Slafkovsky went No. 1, the draft truly was live in a way that it hasn’t 
been in my nine years covering it. My feelings on Nemec are no secret. I 
think he’s an A-level prospect and his selection makes a lot of sense for 
the Devils, even after they took Luke Hughes a year ago. They’ve now 
got enviable depth at two premium positions, with Jack Hughes, Nico 
Hischier and Dawson Mercer down the middle, and Luke Hughes and 
Simon Nemec (two very different players) coming on the backend on the 
left and right side respectively. Nemec is the way the game is trending. 
Everything happens in front of him and the game comes naturally. He’s a 
smart, calculating player who is going to drive play, offence, and 
possession. 

2021 draft gradse: 

Day 1: No. 20 (overtime losers) 

Day 2: No. 23 (overtime losers) 

10. Montreal Canadiens 

Pick: 1. LW Juraj Slafkovsky 

My ranking: No. 5 (change: +4) 

Pick: 26. LW/RW/C Filip Mesar 

My ranking: No. 21 (change: -5) 

It was pretty remarkable to watch the Canadiens crowd pull the air out of 
the building in a gasp and then, almost immediately, pivot into this swell 
and tremor of applause and screams. This is one that we’re going to be 
talking about and dissecting for a long, long time. I don’t think any of the 
players in this draft class are going to pull away from the pack in the 
short term, so we’re not going to know whether this was the right or 
wrong pick for a while. Slafkovsky wouldn’t have been my selection, but 
there is a real chance that he becomes one of the best players in this 
draft. I’m apprehensive about just how much development room he has 
in front of him, and whether that runway will be enough to reach a ceiling 
that will justify the selection, but the appeal is clear. He’s huge, he’s 
physically mature, he’s got rare hands in tight to his body for a player his 
age, and he’s got the confidence and personality to rise to the moment in 
a market like Montreal. Now it’s incumbent on them to unlock him. 

I like the Mesar pick and it’s pretty darn cool that two lifelong friends (he 
and Slafkovsky are like brothers) get to stay together with the same pick. 
He’s a plus-level skater, handler and creator with a knack for both 
making plays on the flanks or knifing through congested areas. I’ll be 
intrigued to see what the Habs do with him, too, because I know he’s 
open to going to the OHL (the Kitchener Rangers have his rights) and I 
think he could really benefit from a move to North American ice (his 
game suits the smaller sheet). 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 24 (losers) 

Day 2: No. 4 (overtime winners) 
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11. Chicago Blackhawks 

Pick: 7. LHD Kevin Korchinski 

My ranking: No. 17 (change: +10) 

Pick: 13. C Frank Nazar 

My ranking: No. 11 (change: -2) 

Pick: 25. RHD Sam Rinzel 

My ranking: No. 52 (change: +27) 

I can tell you the Blackhawks are really happy with how things went on 
Thursday. They wanted all three of these kids and they weren’t sure they 
were going to be able to get them. 

It’s not easy, in a risk-averse NHL, to turn zero first round picks into two 
top-15 ones within a couple of hours. Say what you will about the prices 
they paid (I think they’ll be happy about the Dach trade and less so about 
the DeBrincat one long term) and this strategy a year after trading for 
Seth Jones, but they weren’t shy and they should be looking to the future 
at this stage. 

I was extremely critical of the Blackhawks’ 2021 draft class and still am, 
but this was a good start to their 2022 class. 

I knew from a pair of sources coming in that they loved Korchinski and 
I’m not surprised to see him selected inside the top-10. That’s the way he 
was trending after entering the season as more of a fringe first-round 
guy. He has progressed quickly and has a lot of exciting tools now. He’s 
a long, smooth-skating, playmaking defender who can rove offensively 
and has made huge progress defensively after a growth spurt. And 
though he ranked at No. 17 on my final list, I wrote in my final thoughts 
column earlier this week that if I could make any late tweaks to my list, 
moving him up to No. 15 would be one of them. He’s got the gifts to live 
up to his selection. 

And Nazar, I mean … I’m a big fan. Of the player, who is fast as 
anything, and almost as crafty. But also of the kid, who is the shy 
juxtaposition of most hockey players and I really enjoyed learning about 
him this year. He can fly, but there’s more to him than that too. If he can 
put it all together and fill out (he’s an extremely athletic kid, so I’m not 
worried about that), his ceiling could be a lot of fun. 

Rinzel’s a bit of a risk as a high school-developed kid, but like Korchinski, 
the upside is high and the tools are high-end. The tools are a lot alike, 
too. He’s a long, right-shot defender who thrives in transition and can 
really skate and has a summer birthday (also like Korchinski!) and plenty 
of runway to untap the potential. Patience will be key here (he’s going 
back to the USHL next year) but there’s upside. They likely felt 
comfortable taking that swing with their third pick. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 23 (losers) 

Day 2: No. 30 (losers) 

12. Washington Capitals 

Pick: 20. LW/RW Ivan Miroshnichenko 

My ranking: No. 28 (change: +8) 

It’s impossible to feel anything but happy for Miroshnichenko. After all 
that he’s been through — a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis and the 
rounds of treatment that have since followed — it was so great to see 
him in the building, and to see him still get picked in the first round. He’s 
got a long road ahead of him yet, but he was a top prospect in this draft 
class before the cancer diagnosis and he looks and plays like every team 
wants their wingers to. He’s a strong, athletic kid with an NHL shot who 
can attack at you in a variety of ways and is already built like a pro. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: N/A (no picks) 

Day 2: No. 25 (overtime losers) 

Overtime losers 

13. Arizona Coyotes 

Pick: 3. C Logan Cooley  

My ranking: No. 3 (change: none) 

Pick: 11. C Conor Geekie  

My ranking: No. 16 (change: +5) 

Pick: 29. RHD Maveric Lamoureux 

My ranking: No. 85 (change: +56) 

There was a lot of uncertainty in the weeks leading up to the draft about 
what was going to happen at the top, but one of the picks that unions that 
felt inevitable was Cooley and the Coyotes. He just checks a lot of boxes. 
They’ve got the shallowest centre depth in the league. He’s a dynamic, 
exciting player. He’s an American. He’s going to thrill and entertain in the 
desert, maybe as soon as a year from now after a season at the 
University of Minnesota. I think there’s a real chance he becomes the 
draft’s most productive forward in time, too. 

Geekie is almost nothing like Cooley, but his selection certainly makes a 
lot of sense too as they fill out the middle of the ice. He’s a a big kid who 
loves to hang onto the puck and make plays and still has room to fill out 
his frame and find another level. There’s real talent there if he can add 
the strength and pick up a step in his skating. 

The Lamoureux pick is the classic “we’ve got three firsts, so let’s try 
something with the third.” He’s a giant (6-foot-7, maybe 6-foot-8), he can 
skate (he’s got an oddly short and compact stride actually), he can shoot 
it and handle it when he’s got time (though both of those things can break 
down when he doesn’t), and there are folks in NHL circles who believe 
he belonged in the late-first/early second range. But there aren’t many 
players his size who’ve played in the NHL ever and it comes with some 
limitations. When you’re that big, some of what you take from players 
attacking at you give back in some of the challenges you face managing 
pressure that comes at you when you’ve got the puck. He can look stilted 
and play sloppy out there, even though he’s better at some of the finer 
skills than most players his size typically are. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 11 (overtime winners) 

Day 2: No. 28 (losers) 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Pick: 23. RW Jimmy Snuggerud  

My ranking: No. 26 (change: +3) 

Coincidentally, I think one of the prospects that Jimmy Snuggerud most 
reminds me of in terms of makeup, build, style and substance might 
actually be Blues prospect Jake Neighbours. So it’s fitting that the Blues 
took a similar player of the opposite handedness. Snuggerud is a well-
rounded player who can do a little bit of everything offensively (he’s got a 
multi-faceted shot, I’ve seen him make NHL passes, he’s got pro size, 
and he makes smart reads and choices) and sticks with the play off the 
puck to get after it on the forecheck. He’s not a dynamic player, per se, 
but the expectation is that he becomes a top-nine player who can play 
with a variety of linemate types. There’s not going to be a huge payoff 
here, but they likely won’t be disappointed either. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 19 (overtime losers) 

Day 2: No. 10 (overtime winners) 
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15. Philadelphia Flyers 

Pick: 5. C/LW Cutter Gauthier 

My ranking: No. 18 (change: +13) 

I said in the lead-up to the draft that Gauthier would be in the top-10 
conversation for me, but not the top top-five one. And while I’m in the 
minority on that, I’m comfortable being there. He’s a strong, fast, athletic, 
powerful player with one of the best shots in the draft. I do worry he’s 
going to be the second-best player on a top-six line in the NHL rather 
than a focal point, though. You can get away with taking that player if 
he’s that on a first line. But if he becomes that for a second line, he won’t 
be a justifiable selection. The tools are clear and the ceiling is real. And 
yet despite being viewed as a projectable, safe pick, I do see some risk 
— a little more than I would have been comfortable with, at least. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: N/A (no picks) 

Day 2: No. 19 (overtime losers) 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Pick: 8. C/LW Marco Kasper 

My ranking: No. 24 (change: +16) 

Kasper and the Red Wings, a lot like Cooley and the Coyotes, felt as 
close to inevitable as things can feel in an exercise like the draft that is 
anything but certain. He’s viewed as one of the more complete prospects 
in this draft, playing the game with energy, competitiveness, and skill 
between battles. The Red Wings trust the folks in Rogle — and 
deservedly so, the Abbott twins have built one of Europe’s best programs 
— but this is a bet that he becomes a top-six player rather than an 
excellent third line one (which is his floor). I’m cautious he settles at that 
floor instead (or even slightly above it) and Savoie, taken with the very 
next pick, becomes a top-of-the-lineup creator for the division rival 
Sabres. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 10 (overtime winners) 

Day 2: No. 17 (overtime losers) 

17. Anaheim Ducks 

Pick: 10. LHD Pavel Mintyukov 

My ranking: No. 25 (change: +15) 

Pick: 22. C Nathan Gaucher  

My ranking: No. 38 (change: +17) 

The Ducks were always going to take a defenceman and Mintyukov 
became a natural choice when Korchinski was off the board. If Korchinski 
had emerged as the draft’s consensus third-best D prospect, Mintyukov 
was its consensus fourth-best. He plays a bold, high-skill game 
offensively. There are some questions: his decision-making is suspect at 
times and he’s on the older side of the draft, mainly. But he’s a lot of fun 
and he’s a difference maker when he’s on. I’m partial to Moose Jaw 
defenceman Denton Mateychuk, but if they were set on going after a D 
with this pick, Mateychuk’s makeup is closer to Jamie Drsydale and Olen 
Zellweger’s, so Mintyukov gives them a different look. I don’t hate it. 

It was fitting that the Ducks had 2021 No. 3 pick Mason McTavish make 
the Gaucher selection too, because while they’re both very different in 
terms of raw skill (McTavish is a cut above offensively and projects 
higher in a lineup), they’re both heavy, physically involved, hard-working 
players that are a lot a like in terms of build (strong and thick) and 
approach. If McTavish is a top-six centre of the future and Gaucher can 
become a third-line pivot behind him, they’ll be a lot to handle along the 
wall when they’re coming over the boards consecutively. That’s clearly 
their play here. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 15 (overtime losers) 

Day 2: No. 7 (overtime winners) 

18. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Pick: 21. LHD Owen Pickering 

My ranking: No. 53 (change: +22) 

On a night with a few surprises, a Brian Burke team selecting Owen 
Pickering, the kid who most impressed NHL clubs in his combine 
interviews, might have been the least surprising selection of the night. 
He’s one of the draft’s longest, leanest defenders, and all of his growth 
happened over two calendar years and plenty of room to fill out. With the 
way he moves (he’s unbelievably smooth considering his frame) and how 
fast things have changed for him, the belief is that he’s got plenty of 
ceiling to still tap into, even if his track record (which kept him lower on 
my list) doesn’t scream first rounder. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: N/A (no picks) 

Day 2: No. 22 (overtime losers) 

Losers 

19. Dallas Stars 

Pick: 18. LHD Lian Bichsel  

My ranking: No. 51 (change: +33) 

After appearing to have hit on recent high forward picks with Wyatt 
Johnston, Logan Stankoven and Mavrik Bourque, the Stars were one of 
the teams most keen to take a defenceman on Thursday. And though I 
don’t love Bichsel in the first round, this was always the range that he 
was going to be selected. Bichsel is a huge, physically mature defender 
who played in the third-best pro league in the world this year and did so 
successfully before and after a concussion. He moves well for how heavy 
he is and can both outlet and handle the puck fairly well for his size too 
(he’s not passive with or without the puck, which is good). I don’t think his 
game has enough offence to warrant this selection but it’s possible he 
becomes a staunch top-four defenceman who can chip in here and there. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 21 (losers) 

Day 2: No. 2 (winners) 

Note: I think last year’s post-draft analysis has stood up really well so far 
but whew, that Day 1 Stars grade is the one that really hasn’t aged well. 
How about Johnston, eh? 

20. San Jose Sharks 

Pick: 27. C Filip Bystedt 

My ranking: No. 58 (change: +31) 

There was a fair amount of chatter coming into the draft about Bystedt 
working his way into the first round. I don’t see it if I’m being blunt though. 
He’s an intriguing prospect. A big kid who moves well and can really 
control, handle and protect the puck. But I found him to be inconsistent in 
his approach this year (almost as if he was unsure if he was a power or 
finesse guy, and hadn’t yet grasped how he could best impact a game). 
His statistical profile doesn’t suggest first-round talent, either. I think he’s 
more likely a complementary piece at the NHL level than an impact 
piece, even if he hits his ceiling. He does give a Sharks pool built around 
a group of talented 5-foot-10ish forwards something a little different than, 
though. 

2021 draft grades: 
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Day 1: No. 5 (winners) 

Day 2: No. 26 (overtime losers) 

21. Edmonton Oilers 

Pick: 32. Reid Schaefer 

My ranking: No. 83 (change: +51) 

It’s a little ironic that on the night the Oilers unloaded Zach Kassian’s 
contract, they selected the draft’s physical, mean, 6-foot-3, straight lines 
winger. Now, they’re plenty different in other ways. Schaefer’s a smarter, 
more refined player. But he’s on the older side of the draft and it’s a high-
floor, low-ceiling play on a kid who I’m not convinced will have enough 
offence to his game to become more than up-and-down the lineup, push-
and-pop upside. 

2021 draft grades: 

Day 1: No. 12 (overtime winners) 

Day 2: No. 31 (losers) 

Best players available to start Day 2: 

19. LHD Lane Hutson 

20. C David Goyette 

27. RHD Seamus Casey 

29. C Jack Hughes 

30. RHD Ryan Chesley 
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Who are the best players left available entering NHL Draft 2022 Day 2? 

 

By Corey Pronman 

 

With 193 picks left to be announced on Saturday in the NHL Draft, there 
is still a lot of talent to be found. 

Here are the 20 best skaters and 3 best goalies still available on my draft 
board. 

Check out The Athletic’s complete coverage of the 2022 NHL Draft 

Top 20 Remaining Skaters 

1. Lane Hutson, LHD, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

February 14, 2004 | 5′ 8″ | 158 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: NHL average 

Player comparable: Torey Krug 

Background: Hutson was a top four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP all 
season and generated a lot of offense. He was invited to the U18 team 
as an underage player where he was a top player for that team as well, 
being named one of the top three players at the U18 World 

Championships in 2021 for USA. He was named top defenseman of the 
2022 U18 Worlds. He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Hutson is a constant threat with the puck on his stick. He’s the 
smartest player in the draft. He makes so many seam passes to generate 
chances. Hutson is also a highly-skilled puckhandler who shows great 
creativity off the offensive blue line. He makes a lot of crafty fakes and 
dekes to evade pressure. He’s not the fastest skater, but his edgework is 
quite good and allows him to use his skating to attack. The offense is 
clear NHL quality. Whether a barely 5-foot-9 defenseman who isn’t an 
elite skater can defend in the NHL is the question with Hutson. He’s a 
competitive, quality defender versus juniors and college opponents but 
that will need to be a test he’ll need to clear down the line. I think he 
plays in the NHL, and projects as an offensive-tilted top-four 
defenseman, but I realize the odds are against a player who looks like 
him becoming that. I stamp him this high because he’s the smartest 
player in the draft and I see just enough to the rest of his game to be able 
to elevate at higher levels. 

2. Mattias Havelid, RHD, LINKOPING JR. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

January 1, 2004 | 5′ 9″ | 165 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Sami Vatanen 

Background: Havelid has been a very good junior defenseman and got a 
good chunk of SHL games this season. He was MVP of the J20 playoffs 
in Sweden. Havelid has been an important part of Sweden’s U18 team 
over the last two seasons, including scoring nine points in five Hlinka 
Gretzky games and 12 points in six games at the U18 championship. 
He’s the twin brother of fellow draft eligible Hugo Havelid. 

Analysis: Havelid is a talented offensive player from the back end. He 
has the skating ability to jump into attacks and activate off the blue line to 
create offense with his skill. Havelid can find seams and create with his 
playmaking consistently. He also has a hard point shot and scored a lot 
of goals this season. The major drawback on Havelid is his frame. Not 
many 5-foot-9 defensemen play in the NHL. He defends well and has 
been great at retrievals in junior but whether he will versus men is the 
debate. Due to how well he skates I think he will make it as a top four 
defenseman who can help a power play. 

3. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, MISSISSAUGA (OHL) 

November 10, 2003 | 6′ 0″ | 179 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Donato 

Background: Del Bel Belluz had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team, being one of the top scorers in 
the OHL early in the season but that production tailed off in the second 
half. His production trended way up after only scoring six points in his 
first OHL season in 2020. He was a third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 
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Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders one on one. He can run a power play off 
the flank due to his very good vision and shot although I don’t see that as 
his role in the NHL. He lacks foot speed for the higher levels, but he 
works hard enough and provides some two-way value down the middle. 
He projects as a top-nine forward. With his feet he may struggle to stick 
at center but if he does it’s on the third line. 

4. Ryan Chesley, RHD, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

February 27, 2004 | 6′ 0″ | 201 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Player comparable: Ryan Lindgren 

Background: Chesley was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often playing on both special teams units. He represented team 
USA’s U18 team as an underage. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Chesley has some physical assets that pop off the page from a 
pro projection. He’s a NHL-caliber skater who can transition pucks up ice 
very well with his speed. He has average size, but he’s quite strong and 
physical. With his mobility he’s able to close on checks well, and often 
uses his body to land hard hits to separate pucks from players. He has 
good individual skill, with the hands to beat checks one-on-one and 
generate a lot of power off his one-timer. Chesley isn’t a gifted puck-
mover though and can struggle at times with his puck distribution. He 
projects as a full-time second- or third pair defenseman depending on 
how much the offense translates to higher levels. 

5. Jagger Firkus, RW, MOOSE JAW (WHL) 

April 29, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 151 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Player comparable: Eeli Tolvanen 

Background: Firkus has scored at a strong rate in the WHL over the past 
two seasons, being a big part of Moose Jaw’s offense. He’s trended up 
significantly after being the 82nd pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
named player of the game for the CHL Top Prospects Game. 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He shows 
great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his stickhandling. He can 
make tough passes at a high rate through seams and under pressure. He 
is a shot-and-pass threat which makes him a major asset on a power 
play and often scores from range with a release that will beat NHL 
goalies. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing good enough skating and 
compete to win battles but he’s not going to beat NHL defenders wide. 
The scoring ability is significant enough that I think he can be a middle-
six winger. 

6. Jani Nyman, RW, ILVES (FINLAND) 

July 30, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 217 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Nyman played in Finland’s second division pro league 
where he scored at a high rate for one of the weaker teams. Nyman was 
a productive player for Finland’s U18 team and played in a tournament 
for their U20 team in August. 

Analysis: Nyman is a talented winger who is dangerous inside the 
offensive zone. He possesses good puck skills, can make plays and has 
a big shot that is a threat from range, which is his main weapon. Nyman’s 
footspeed is just OK so he probably won’t be a driver at higher levels of 
controlled entries. You’d like to see him be more consistently impactful 
given his size and skill. I think Nyman will be an NHL player, with the 
talent to play in the middle of a lineup if he hits. 

7. Ryan Greene, C, GREEN BAY (USHL) 

October 21, 2003 | 6′ 1″ | 179 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Greene was an all-situations player for Green Bay this 
season and has been a productive USHL player over the last two years. 
He’s committed to Boston University. 

Analysis: Greene offers a lot of NHL attributes. He displays slick puck 
skills, often being able to put pucks between sticks and legs. He skates 
well well and can make highly-skilled plays with pace. Greene shows 
good imagination as a handler and passer. He can hit seams at a strong 
rate and has some power-play ability due to his vision and shot. Greene 
competes well enough. He can play the middle competently, can PK and 
wins battles.He projects as a bottom-six NHL center with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

8. Danil Zhilkin, C, GUELPH (OHL) 

December 19, 2003 | 6′ 1″ | 196 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Zhilkin was an important part of a good Guelph team this 
season, playing big minutes and on both special teams. Zhilkin is of 
Russian descent and born in Russia but has always represented Canada 
internationally. He played for Canada at the U18 worlds in 2021 where 
they won gold. He also scored four goals and six points in five games at 
the World U17 Challenge. 
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Analysis: Zhilkin is a very skilled center. On his best shifts when you see 
a 6-foot-1 pivot who can dangle and create chances with pace like he 
can, it gets you excited about his projection. Zhilkin is a pass-and-shot 
threat who can run a power play well. His skating is solid, not explosive 
but good enough. His game can lack pace, though, which is his main 
issue. He competes well enough off the puck but it’s not his stength and 
he can drift to the perimeter. I see him as a potential bottom-six forward 
in the NHL who has the tool kit to play in a middle six. 

9. Cameron Lund, C, GREEN BAY (USHL) 

June 7, 2004 | 6′ 2″ | 192 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lund was an important player for Green Bay in the USHL. 
He didn’t have a great statistical season but played a big role in their 
offense. He scored four goals in four Hlinka Gretzky games although 
USA didn’t qualify for the medal round. 

Analysis: Lund has a clear NHL tool kit. He’s a 6-foot-2 forward who can 
skate, and has legit offensive touch. He can make skilled plays at full 
speed and be a real threat on zone entries. Lund shows some power-
play creativity as a playmaker and has a good wrist shot from range. On 
his best shift he can be dynamic, but his best shifts are infrequent. He 
can also drift to the perimeter too much to generate his offense. I think he 
plays in the NHL and has the potential to be a good NHL player but he 
has to be more consistent to do so. 

10. Tristan Luneau, RHD, GATINEAU (QMJHL) 

January 12, 2004 | 6′ 2″ | 189 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Luneau quarterbacked Gatineau’s power play this season 
and scored at a strong rate for a 17-year-old defenseman. He scored half 
a point per game as a 16 year old and was named defensive rookie of 
the year in the QMJHL. He was a first pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Luneau’s strengths come with the puck on his stick. He’s a very 
smart puck-moving defenseman with a solid skill level. He has the vision 
and poise to make great outlets and find seams in the offensive zone. 
Luneau shows the stick skills to put pucks through legs on occasion. He 
lacks speed to rush pucks but his stick and brain let him transition well. 
He also has a hard point shot allowing him to be dangerous on the power 
play. His skating leads to some defensive issues and he may need to be 
a guy in the NHL who doesn’t take tough matchups. I think he will play in 
the NHL but he may need to be used in a specific way. 

11. Viktor Neuchev, LW, YEKATERINBURG 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

October 25, 2003 | 6′ 2″ | 165 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Neuchev was a strong junior player in Russia the last two 
years, being a leading player on Avto who were a middle-of-the-pack 
team in the lesser of the two MHL conferences. 

Analysis: Neuchev doesn’t have the stats and accolades of top 
prospects, but when you watch him it’s easy to see the NHL potential. 
He’s 6-foot-2, he has great hands, and shows great offensive creativity 
as a handler and passer. Neuchev often showed high-end ability to 
improvise with the puck and create chances from nothing. He can make 
some plays but his shot is his real offensive threat as he often scored 
from the circles. His drawbacks are subpar footspeed and not being great 
off the puck, with a decent amount of perimeter play. Despite those 
issues he’s so talented offensively that I have to imagine there is a spot 
on an NHL team for him even if not in a prominent role. 

12. Mats Lindgren, LHD, KAMLOOPS (WHL) 

August 26, 2004 | 5′ 11″ | 173 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Lindgren was a top player for a top WHL team this season, 
playing a lot of minutes including on Kamloops’ PP1. He was invited to 
Canada’s U18 camp and was the seventh pick in his WHL bantam draft. 

Analysis: You’re drafting Lindgren for his offense. He’s a constant threat 
with the puck on his stick due to his offensive skill and especially his IQ. 
He makes a ton of clever plays with the puck on outlets and inside the 
offensive zone. He has good enough speed to go with his skill that 
Lindgren can also be a threat off the rush. His defending won’t be his 
calling card as a pro, but he skates and competes well enough to be 
competent to play a regular shift in the NHL. 

13. Miguel Tourigny, RHD, ACADIE-BATHURST (QMJHL) 

February 9, 2002 | 5′ 8″ | 168 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Tourigny was one of the top defensemen in the CHL and 
scored both goals and points at a very high rate for a defenseman, even 
accounting for the fact he’s a 19-year-old. He was also invited to 
Canada’s U20 camp in the summer. 

Analysis: Tourigny is a dynamic player. His skating pops, with the top-
end speed to beat checkers wide and lead a rush in transition. He’s an 
elusive skater with good edgework and is very hard to check on 
retrievals, despite his diminutive frame. He’s a very smart puck-mover 
who can make tough, skilled plays with pace and from a standstill, 
showing ability to hit seams from the offensive blue line. Tourigny is a 
great passer, but also had a great shot as evidenced by his goal totals 
the last two seasons. The one obvious drawback is his frame, he’s a tiny 
defenseman by NHL standards at 5-foot-8. He competes well and 
defends well enough in junior but whether he can take a regular NHL 
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shift is the question. He’s so talented, and the skating is so good I think 
he has a very good chance to play games and help an organization, but I 
can’t just yet stamp him as a guy who is going to have a legitimate NHL 
career. 

14. Julian Lutz, LW, MUNCHEN (GERMANY) 

February 29, 2004 | 6′ 2″ | 187 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Lutz missed most of the season after suffering a fatigue 
fracture of his lumbar spine but got some DEL games in late in the 
season. He scored four points in four games at the U18 Worlds. 

Analysis: Lutz’s talent stands out when you watch him. He’s 6-foot-2, he 
has very good puck skills and he can skate well. On a given rush he has 
the ability to break a play open due to his speed, hands and strong shot. 
He feels like he should be a top prospect, but I’ve often found myself 
wanting more when watching him play. I don’t see him make that many 
tough plays to his teammates and doesn’t impact the game for stretches. 
Lutz has NHL tools though and I can see him being a bottom six winger. 

15. Arseni Koromyslov, LHD, SKA ST. PETERSBURG 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

November 3, 2003 | 6′ 3″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Koromyslov didn’t put up big numbers this season in the 
Russian junior league but he was a top player for one of the best MHL 
teams. He also made appearances in the KHL, for Russia’s U20 team 
including making the world juniors club, and for Russia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Koromyslov is a big left-shot defenseman who is a strong 
skater. Due to his reach and mobility he kills a lot of rushes. He’s a smart 
defender who anticipates plays well and uses his skating to jump up and 
pressure opponents. He also doesn’t shy away from the physical play 
with his big frame. With the puck Koromyslov won’t dazzle. He has good 
flashes of stickhandling and passing but it’s not consistent. I think there’s 
just enough offense to be a third pair defenseman given his physical 
tools. 

16. Jack Hughes, C, NORTHEASTERN (H-EAST) 

November 2, 2003 | 6′ 0″ | 169 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Hughes played a significant role on Northeastern as a draft-
eligible freshman. He was a top forward for the 2003 U.S. NTDP age 
group coming up, including being one of their top forwards at the World 
U17 Challenge. He’s the son of Canadiens GM Kent Hughes. 

Analysis: Hughes is one of the more skilled and creative players in the 
draft. He has high-end puck skills and ability to improvise with the puck to 
create chances for himself and his teammates. He’s able to score goals 
but he’s a pass-first type player. Hughes lacks ideal speed for the NHL 
and the pace of higher levels will be his main test. He competes well 
enough. He won’t run guys over but he’s responsible off the puck and 
doesn’t shy from physical play. Hughes projects as a bottom-six forward. 
. 

17. Bryce Mcconnell-Barker, C, SAULT STE. MARIE (OHL) 

June 4, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 193 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: McConnell-Barker was a notable player for the Soo this 
season and was a regular on the power play. His point totals don’t stand 
out but they had a deep offensive team and he was often on the second 
power-play unit. He was invited to Canada’s U18 camp in the summer 
and was the fourth pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: McConell Barker is a talented offensive player. He shows 
strong puck skills and overall creativity as a playmaker. He can pick 
corners and find seams off the half-wall and create off the rush with his 
skill and vision. He lacks speed for the NHL, but he works hard enough 
off the puck and will earn the trust of coaches. He projects as a full-time 
bottom-six forward whether at center or the wing. 

18. Seamus Casey, RHD, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

January 8, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 173 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Casey was a top-four defenseman for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, lining up on both special team units consistently. He is a rare 
NHL prospect to come out of the Miami, Florida area and play youth 
hockey for the Florida Alliance program. He’s committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: Casey has NHL caliber skating and skill. His ability to skate 
pucks out of trouble and up the ice is quite noticeable. He has good 
hands to maneuver in tight areas and make skilled rushes. On the power 
play he displays good poise and vision to make plays and can make 
strong outlets too. I wouldn’t call him truly dynamic with the puck though, 
which leaves some scouts wondering, as a small defenseman, what his 
NHL role will be. He defends well enough in junior due to his skating, but 
for a 5-foot-10 defenseman his defending will be the question as he 
advances levels. I project him as a full-time third pair defenseman. . 

19. Gleb Trikozov, LW, OMSK 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

August 12, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 185 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 
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Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Trikozov was an important part of a good Russian junior 
team this season and overall has been quite productive in his junior 
career in Russia. With Russia’s U18 team, his play was more up and 
down with good numbers but being benched during important games at 
times. 

Analysis: Trikozov is a talented winger. He displays great individual skills 
and creativity with the puck to often beat opponents one-on-one. He can 
create for himself with his skill while also showing great vision and 
instincts as a playmaker to find seams. Trikozov’s vision and shot make 
him a threat from the perimeter and an asset on the power play. His 
skating is just OK and his game in general can lack pace. I waver on his 
compete. I’ve seen games he takes nights off and other games he’s 
engaged and works hard on both sides of the puck. Trikozov projects as 
a full-time bottom-six winger. 

20. Owen Beck, C, MISSISSAUGA (OHL) 

February 3, 2004 | 5′ 11″ | 187 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Owen Beck played a significant role on a good OHL team. 
He was a regular in every important situation. He was the 29th pick in his 
OHL draft. 

Analysis: Beck brings an intriguing amount of speed and skill to his shifts. 
He has NHL-level skating, and is able to make highly-skilled plays 
through checks at full speed. He shows the ability to be able to set up his 
teammates well while also being able to finish in tight or from the circles. 
Beck isn’t the biggest forward, but he competes well, can PK and doesn’t 
shy from getting inside by using his speed. He projects as a bottom six 
forward, likely on the wing. 

Top 3 Remaining Goalies 

1. Topias Leinonen, G, JYP JR. (FINLAND-JR.) 

January 25, 2004 | 6′ 5″ | 233 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Leinonen was a good but not spectacular junior goalie in 
Finland this season. He was the go-to goalie for Finland’s U18 team but 
was often injured or unavailable around major tournaments outside the 
U18 worlds where he wasn’t that good. 

Analysis: Leinonen has a clear NHL tool kit. He measures in at-or-above 
6-foot-4, and he’s an athletic goalie who can move well in the crease. 
Leionen has the ability to make very tough saves and ones that will 
translate to the NHL. I think he sees the game well and makes good 
reads, but his consistency is an issue. He lets in too many soft goals and 
has occasional stretches of bad decision making. He looks like a starter 
but projects more as a backup for those reasons. 

2. Tyler Brennan, G, PRINCE GEORGE (WHL) 

September 27, 2003 | 6′ 4″ | 185 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Background: Brennan’s performance was up and down this season. He 
represented Canada at the U18 World Championships in 2021 as their 
No. 3 goalie. He was the 21st pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Brennan is a goalie with great size, sense and overall poise in 
the net. He can make tough saves look easy due to how well he reads 
the play, is efficient with his movements and takes away angles with his 
frame. He moves well enough, but lacks the explosive pushoffs with his 
lower body to make the highlight lateral saves, which will be a concern 
versus better players. Brennan is very good at saving the high-
percentage shots, but gives up too many goals from range that he’ll need 
to cut down on. He projects as a backup goalie in the NHL. 

3. Dylan Silverstein, G, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

February 7, 2004 | 6′ 0″ | 179 pounds 

Tier: Has a chance to play games 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Background: Silverstein had an up and down season with the U.S. NTDP 
program. His ups were very good though and led to him making the USA 
world juniors team as a 17-year-old. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Silverstein is a talented, competitive goaltender. He has very 
good athleticism in goal to make tough stops, showing the quick-twitch in 
his lower half to get across quickly and challenge shooters well. 
Silverstein makes good reads and squares up plays, and also battles well 
to get to second chances when he doesn’t make the clean save. The 
only real drawback to his game is his 6-foot frame and his so-so save 
percentage as a junior player. 
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Corey Pronman 

 

The first round of the 2022 NHL Draft is here, seeing Juraj Slafkovsky 
selected by the Montreal Canadiens with the first pick. Shane Wright, the 
once-presumed No. 1 pick, dropped to fourth. 

Follow along here as every pick is announced tonight to see scouting 
reports of every player and analysis of their selection. 

Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler both put together in-depth draft 
boards with notes on what to expect from every player. 

See what scouts really have to say about the best prospects in 
Pronman’s NHL Draft Confidential and Wheeler’s NHL scouts survey. 

Check out all of our coverage of the draft here. 

NHL Draft Order 

1. Montréal Canadiens: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS (FINLAND) 

March 30, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 229 pounds 

Tier: Bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Rick Nash 
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Background: Slafkovsky was a regular player for a top Liiga club in TPS 
this season albeit without great production overall. He was named MVP 
of the Olympics where he played a huge role in Slovakia earning a 
bronze medal. He was named a top three played for Slovakia at the 
World Championships. He played a notable role on Slovakia’s U20 team 
which outshot Sweden by a 2:1 margin in a world juniors game. He 
played for Slovakia’s national team in the World Championships as a 
U17 player. He was a top player for the Slovakian U20 team as a 16-
year-old and a top player for a top Finland junior team in 2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-foot-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and 
skill. He posseses outstanding puck skills, and can put pucks through 
legs and sticks at a very high rate. Slafkovsky can use finesse, or power 
and quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can also set up and 
finish plays well. Physically, he won’t run over guys but his compete is 
good enough. He projects as a top-line winger with the potential to pop 
and become be a true star in the NHL. 

Thoughts on the pick: In Slafkovsky, the Montreal Canadiens get the best 
player in the 2022 NHL Draft, and the player with the best chance to 
become a star. He showed this due to his unique skill set, being a high-
end athlete with high-end offensive skills and showing unique flashes of 
elite play this season even if it wasn’t consistent. He becomes a key part 
of their rebuild, with at least a chance to become a 40 goal/40 assist 
winger in his prime. 

2. New Jersey Devils: Simon Nemec, RHD, NITRA (SLOVAKIA) 

February 15, 2004 | 6′ 0″ | 199 pounds 

Tier: Top of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Mackenzie Weegar 

Background: Nemec played significant minutes versus men in Slovakia 
for the last two seasons. He has immense international experience. He 
scored 17 points in 19 games for his club team in Slovakia. He’s already 
played in two world juniors, and was among Slovakia’s best players both 
times. He has been in two World Championships including 6 points in 8 
games at this year’s tournament. He was the best defenseman at the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup this summer and in the Olympics this season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. Defensively 
he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain, even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a top pair defenseman. 

Thoughts on the pick: Simon Nemec is the best puck mover in the class, 
displaying high-end hockey sense and the ability to make plays with 
pace. He played very well versus men this season and has the potential 
to be a PP1 defenseman in the NHL for New Jersey while playing top 
four minutes. He complements a more explosive skating Luke Hughes 
well with a different style and gives the Devils a much needed boost at 
defense in the pipeline. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

May 4, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Top of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Brayden Point 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player in the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP the last two years, although his pure production doesn’t 
blow you away. He made the USA world junior team as a 17-year-old in a 
significant role as their No. 2 center with power play time. He was a top 
forward at the U18 World Championships. He was a top player for the 
U18 team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first-line forward; as a center, he would be a low-end 
first-line center in the NHL. 

Thoughts on the pick: Logan Cooley is the most dynamic player in this 
draft, with a chance to become a true star play-driving centerman. He is 
an excellent skater, puckhandler and passer who competes hard. His 
season wasn’t perfect by any means, especially for a small center in this 
range, but the upside is huge with Cooley and if he hits, Arizona has a 
foundational player to build around for years to come — which they 
desperately need. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Shane Wright, C, KINGSTON (OHL) 

January 5, 2004 | 6′ 0″ | 199 pounds 

Tier: Bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Mika Zibanejad 

Background: Wright was the captain and a top player for Kingston. He 
finished 8th in OHL scoring. He was a top two-line center for Canada’s 
U20 team at the world juniors. He scored nine goals and 14 points in five 
games at the U18 worlds as a U17 player, leading Canada to gold. He 
was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old 
where he scored 39 goals and 66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is a very well-rounded center who has no noticeable 
flaw in his skill set but there also isn’t a ton about his game that gets you 
overly excited. He can skate and handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s 
game translates because of his compete and direct style of play. He 
takes pucks to the net and plays quick. He can pull up to make a tough 
pass but can take pucks to the interior too. He has the high-end vision to 
run a power-play unit and make tough plays with pace. His shot is very 
good, showing the ability to pick corners from long range consistently. Off 
the puck he’s competitive and responsible, showing maturity beyond his 
years. He projects as a No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play 
with a chance to be a star, but probably won’t be an elite scorer in the 
league. 

Thoughts on the pick: Shane Wright’s somewhat expected fall ends at 
No. 4 as he joins Matty Beniers as the top two line center of the future for 
Seattle. He’s not the flashiest player ever, but he’s an excellent all-
around player who will play a big role with the Kraken. This fall also 
somewhat takes the pressure off of him to be the dynamo some 
expected him to be a year ago and just be a great forward. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: Cutter Gauthier, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

January 19, 2004 | 6′ 2″ | 200 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: J.T. Miller 

Background: Gauthier was a versatile and important player for the U.S. 
NTDP this season, playing often on both special teams, lining up at wing 
and center for full games depending on their roster. He became a go-to 
player as the season went along, lining up on Cooley’s wing and playing 
PP1. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-foot-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net and it makes him an asset on the PK. 
Gauthier can create with his skating and skill, but his main offensive 
weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from distance with a powerful 
wrist shot. I didn’t love his playmaking early on but that part of his game 
grew on me as the season went on, especially how he made passes on 
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the move. I see a potential very good top-six forward whether at center or 
the wing with a chance to pop and become a true top-of-the-lineup type. 

Thoughts on the pick: Gauthier, like Cooley, is a bet on upside by the 
Flyers. He has every NHL attribute you look for in a top-six center and 
although his production wasn’t elite this season, this is absolutely a 
player with star upside if he hits. Flyers have a need for young centers, 
and I’d say there’s a 50 percent chance or greater Gauthier is an NHL 
center. His first season at Boston College, where he will play the middle, 
will be a big test for him in that regard. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: David Jiricek, RHD, PLZEN (CZREP) 

November 28, 2003 | 6′ 3″ | 189 pounds 

Tier: Top of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Alex Pietrangelo 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czechia league 
team and looking very good versus men, before a knee injury at the 
world juniors knocked him out for the second half. He has since started 
practicing again and was invited to Czechia’s national team camp. He 
played games for the senior Czechia team at the Karjala Cup and World 
Championships. He was also named one of Czechia’s best players at the 
2021 world juniors despite being one of the youngest players in the 
tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. What his skating looks like post-knee surgery is something 
to monitor. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks, but lacks 
ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well 
due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

Thoughts on the pick: David Jiricek was the last of what had emerged as 
a top group of six among teams. He’s exactly what Columbus needs in 
their organization, a hard two-way defenseman who can provide legit 
offense and play a ton of minutes. The offense isn’t amazing but it 
doesn’t need to be on the same club as Zach Werenski. 

7. Chicago Blackhawks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, SEATTLE (WHL) 

June 21, 2004 | 6′ 2″ | 185 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Justin Schultz 

Background: Korchinski was a top player for a good WHL team in Seattle 
this season and one of the best 17-year-old defensemen in the CHL. He 
was the 10th pick in his WHL Bantam Draft and invited to Canada’s U18 
camp. 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 defenseman 
who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s able to carry pucks up ice 
well with his skating, and has excellent edgework to evade pressure. 
Korchinski shows touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line due to his skill and feet. Despite his size and 
skating, he’s mediocre defensively. He doesn’t compete that hard on that 
side of the ice and is overly aggressive offensively. That’s a concern, but 
he generates so much offense that it makes up for those issues to an 
extent. Korchinski projects as a top-four defenseman. 

Thoughts on the pick: Korchinski kept rising as the season went along. 
As a big, mobile defenseman with legit offense he’s the type of D-man 
they lack in their organization. I have some mild questions about his 
defense, but there’s no doubting the talent he has if he cleans up in his 
own end a little bit. He was a huge part of why Seattle went to the WHL 
Finals. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, ROGLE (SWEDEN) 

April 8, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 187 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Sam Bennett 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons and got a regular shift this 
season. He scored 6 points in 13 SHL playoff games this season as well. 
He captained Austria’s U20 team at the world juniors. He also played 
very well for Austria’s senior team, including a four points in three games 
performance at a tournament in November and a major role for their 
World Championship team. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with speed 
and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, 
his direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a quality 
top two line center. 

Thoughts on the pick: Marco Kasper became a favorite of mine — and a 
favorite of many NHL scouts — as the season progressed. He’s a well-
rounded forward who did so well versus pros this season. He may not be 
elite at anything, but he has the looks of a two-way top-six NHL center, 
which is exactly what the Wings needed. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Matthew Savoie, C, WINNIPEG (WHL) 

January 1, 2004 | 5′ 9″ | 170 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Jaden Schwartz 

Background: Savoie was one of the top forwards in the WHL as a 17-
year-old, helping lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings and ending 
the season 7th in league scoring. He was a point-per-game player in the 
USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status to play at the 
age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 15-year-old 
and was a top player. 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on 
his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent 
passer, who can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate and make 
tough plays under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in 
traffic. He has good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that 
can score from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes 
hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have 
incredible speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to 
the wing in the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top-six 
forward. 

Thoughts on the pick: Matthew Savoie is a highly talented forward who 
can make a ton of plays and do so with pace. He instantly shoots high in 
the Sabres system, providing them much needed dynamic abilities. The 
big question is whether he’s an NHL center or a wing — most think he’s a 
wing. I’m sure Sabres fans would at least like to see him tried in the 
middle, but they have enough good players on the team who can play 
center that I don’t think it’s a massive issue either. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, SAGINAW (OHL) 

November 25, 2003 | 6′ 2″ | 194 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Brandon Montour 

Background: Mintyukov played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this season 
and was a top scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft-
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
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Previously, he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring five points in six games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and 
is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure 
easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly 
skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good 
offensive IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the PP 
with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to 
use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He can be a little 
too aggressive at times trying to create offense when he leaves his 
defensive position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play high in the lineup. 

Thoughts on the pick: Mintyukov provides a much needed talent injection 
to the Ducks, who recently traded away Hampus Lindholm and Josh 
Manson. Mintyukov is a mobile, skilled defenseman who makes a lot of 
plays and loves to join the attack. He will be an important part of the next 
era of Ducks defensemen. 

11. Arizona Coyotes: Conor Geekie, C, WINNIPEG (WHL) 

May 5, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 190 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Dylan Strome 

Background: Geekie was a top player on one of the best teams in the 
CHL this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was 
a point per game. He was the No. 2 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft right 
before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother Morgan Geekie plays 
for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
create chances. He’s a big man who doesn’t shy away from physical 
contact, which combined with his skill makes him tough to deal with down 
low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make plays and run a 
power play, showing good vision and finish from the perimeter. His main 
flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. He’s a better skater 
than his brother and can separate occasionally at the WHL level but 
doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as middle-six center 
with a chance to play higher in the lineup. 

Thoughts on the pick: In Geekie the Coyotes now add two great center 
prospects to their organization. Geekie contrasts Cooley due to his 
massive frame while also having a lot of skill. Arizona has added two 
highly talented prospects now at a premium position to go alongside 
Barrett Hayton in the organization. This is how you start a rebuild. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, MOOSE JAW 
(WHL) 

July 12, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 194 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Shayne Gostisbehere 

Background: Mateychuk played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, often 
playing half the game and was one of the best 17-year-olds in the WHL. 
He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was invited to 
represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances He can play with pace, but can also make 
passes off the point and use his hard shot to create offense. He defends 
well in the WHL due to his feet but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is 

how well he’ll be able to check in the NHL. It’s a reasonable concern but I 
think he’s so talented and the skating is so good that he will find a way to 
succeed and become a top four defenseman. 

Thoughts on the pick: With Jiricek and Mateychuk in the pipeline, the 
Blue Jackets have massively upgraded the defense talent in their 
system. Mateychuk is one of the most, if not the most, dynamic 
defensemen in the draft, but he is 5-foot-11 as well. I like the swing on 
the talent here for the Blue Jackets, who after adding several top center 
prospects in 2021 have now shored up their blue line of the future. 

13. Chicago Blackhawks: Frank Nazar, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

January 14, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Alex Kerfoot 

Background: Nazar was a significant player for the US program, often 
lining up as a top-two-line center.. He was highly productive as an 
underage player, scoring over a point a game. He’s committed to 
Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center with a chance to be a No. 2 center. 

Thoughts on the pick: In Frank Nazar the Blackhawks invested in one of 
the fastest and most competitive players in the draft — a player who 
provides legit offense as well. With Nazar and Korchinski, Chicago has 
now added a ton of speed and skill to their pipeline. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Rutger McGroarty, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

March 30, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 204 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Tyler Toffoli 

Background: McGroarty was a top forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often lining up in a premier scoring role and wore the ‘C’ for that 
age group. He scored eight goals in six games at the U18 Worlds this 
season. He represented Team USA at the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. 
He is from the Lincoln, Nebraska area and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly-skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills, shot and vision. He 
can make a lot of plays with finesse, but also is highly competitive. He 
forces a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create 
around the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty 
historically has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks 
ideal balance and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to 
play in the NHL. He projects as a top-nine winger with the potential to 
play much higher in a lineup if the skating holds up well enough. 

Thoughts on the pick: McGroarty became a favorite as the season 
progressed due to his tremendous compete level to go with legit skill and 
scoring ability. He will provide size, hardness and a major net-front 
weapon for the Jets system. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, DJURGARDEN 
(SWEDEN) 

July 24, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 171 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Jordan Eberle 

Background: Lekkerimaki put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 league 
showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and international play. 
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He came up to the big club in Djurgarden in the second half where he 
played a notable role in SHL games and scored at a high rate for a 17-
year-old. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November tournament 
and led the U18 Worlds in scoring. 

Analysis: Lekkrimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one-timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 
speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and play too much on the perimeter which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a quality top-six 
winger. 

Thoughts on the pick: The Canucks add one of the best goal-scorers in 
the draft at 15 in Lekkerimaki. While they had a need for more centers 
and defensemen in the pipeline, there was too much talent to ignore in 
Lekkerimaki, who projects as a top-six winger who can be a major 
presence on a power play for them. 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Noah Ostlund, C, DJURGARDEN JR. (SWEDEN-
JR.) 

March 11, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 164 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Tyson Jost 

Background: Ostlund has been a highly productive junior player in 
Sweden the last two seasons. He got time in the SHL with Djurgarden in 
limited minutes. He was a top forward for Sweden’s U18 team this 
season and played for their U18 team as an underage as well. 

Analysis: Ostlund posseses impressive speed and skill. He’s able to be 
an asset in transition due to his abilty to create controlled entries and 
make defenders miss. He has a pass-first mentaility but can make 
difficult plays at a high rate. Ostlund has the poise to run a power-play 
unit and find seams but he’s not much of a shot threat. Ostlund isn’t the 
biggest, but he works hard enough and has shown as a junior he can 
reliable defensively. He looks like a potential third line center in the NHL. 
. 

Thoughts on the pick: Ostlund was a player on the sharp rise with teams 
late in this season after his great U18 Worlds, and I actually thought he 
may end up going higher than 16. He’s a highly skilled center with legit 
NHL speed and playmaking ability. Buffalo has added a lot of skill in the 
last few drafts and Ostlund adds to that trend. 

17. Nashville Predators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP (FINLAND) 

April 27, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 185 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Viktor Arvidsson 

Background: Kemell came out of the gates flying in Liiga but slowed 
down in the second half when he returned from injury. He played a top-
six role on Finland’s U20 team, and scored a goal a game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky and at the U18 Worlds. As an underage, he scored at a high rate 
as well in Finland’s U20 league and was a solid player for Finland’s U18 
team as a 16-year-old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and speed 
to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and his teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very 
well, but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range 
and he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top-six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 

Thoughts on the pick: Kemell’s second half and frame scared off a lot of 
teams, leading to him getting to 17, but he’s a highly skilled, competitive 
goal-scorer who played very well versus men this season. I always 
thought Nashville would try to add defense in this draft, but Kemell was 
too much talent to ignore at 17, and the Predators got one of the most 
talented forwards in the draft. 

18. Dallas Stars: Lian Bichsel, LHD, LEKSAND (SWEDEN) 

May 18, 2004 | 6′ 6″ | 225 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: K’Andre Miller 

Background: Bichsel played very well in Sweden’s junior ranks and got 
extended time with Leksands SHL team. He made Switzerland’s world 
juniors team in a notable role and was a top player for their U18 team. He 
was also named one of Switzerland’s best players at the U18 worlds the 
prior season. A concussion ended his season in the spring. 

Analysis: Bichsel’s physical tools are quite evident. He’s a 6-foot-5 
defenseman who skates well for his size, is physical and has some 
offensive touch. He can carry and create through the neutral zone due to 
his feet and skills and shows some creativity from the offensive blue line. 
He has good hands but there isn’t much playmaking or poise in his puck 
play. Defensively he’s quite good due to his reach, feet and physicality. 
He closes gaps like a pro and can be trusted to play hard minutes as he 
advances levels. Bichsel projects top four defenseman with the potential 
to play higher in a lineup if the offense translates. 

Thoughts on the pick: Bichsel adds a much needed element to the Stars 
system. He’s a big, mobile, nasty defenseman to play against who 
provides secondary offense. Miro Heiskanen and Thomas Harley to a 
lesser extent are the puck-movers of the future for Dallas, but Bichsel will 
be a nightmare for top forwards to match up with in the mold of players 
like Erik Cernak and K’Andre Miller. 

19. Minnesota Wild: Liam Ohgren, LW, DJURGARDEN JR. (SWEDEN-
JR.) 

January 28, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 201 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Alex Iafallo 

Background: Ohgren was a goal per-game player and top scorer in 
Sweden’s J20 league while also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He 
was a top player for Sweden’s U18 team and played for the U20 team in 
November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high-percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from 
scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate with 
speed. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

Thoughts on the pick: Ohgren provides legit skill, finishing ability and 
compete to the Wild, complementing a growing stable of prospects who 
combine skill and compete level. The Wild have done a good job drafting 
at the premium positions lately, and Ohgren gives them a highly talented 
winger now. 

20. Washington Capitals: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, OMSK KRYLIA 
(RUSSIA-2) 

February 4, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 185 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Gabriel Landeskog 
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Background: Miroshnichenko played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second-tier league in a regular role before his season ended in 
January due to being diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He scored 
one goal and two points at the U20 4 nations in November. He was the 
captain and a leading player for Russia’s U18 team when they won 
Hlinka Gretzky gold. He scored six goals and eight points in seven 
games at the U18 World Championships the previous season. He 
originally intended to play in Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia 
the past two seasons but ran into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
can create at evens and on the power play. He has a bulky frame and 
can play a powerful style of game. He has the tools and track record of a 
projected top-line winger, but given his diagnosis he is being placed 
several tiers below that due to the significant uncertainty in his future 
projection — despite positive developments since the initial diagnosis. 

Thoughts on the pick: Miroshnichenko was one of the most debated 
players in the draft this season. He was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma in the middle of the season, and that was a major risk factor to 
debate along with his passport. If anyone would do it though, I always 
had Washington circled. Miroshnichenko, when healthy, is a top-end 
prospect, a potential top-3-to-5 pick who plays with speed, power and 
skill and can score a lot of goals. If he finds his game back and is 
healthy, he can help extend the Capitals’ contention window that is likely 
dwindling. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Owen Pickering, LHD, SWIFT CURRENT 
(WHL) 

January 27, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Travis Sanheim 

Background: Pickering played major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and put up solid scoring totals for a defenseman his age. He was 
named one of Canada’s top 3 players at the U18 World Championships. 
He was a ninth round pick in his WHL Bantam draft but experienced a 
significant growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offense. He can carry through the neutral zone to create controlled 
exits/entries and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the O-zone. He can use his size and feet to 
close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects with his play with the puck and overall 
consistency. He projects as a second or third pair defenseman 
depending on how much the offense translates. 

Thoughts on the pick: Pickering is a player who was easy for scouts to 
like due to his size, mobility and having enough puck-moving ability. The 
Penguins organization has massive holes at defense in their depth chart 
due to their lack of picks in recent years. Pickering looks like he’s going 
to play in a few years and provide value at both ends for that team. 

22. Anaheim Ducks: Nathan Gaucher, C, QUEBEC (QMJHL) 

November 6, 2003 | 6′ 3″ | 207 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Nicolas Roy 

Background: Gaucher was an important all-situations center for a top 
QMJHL club in Quebec. He didn’t post big scoring totals this season after 
scoring a point per game in the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s 
U20 camp in the summer as an injury replacement. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He possesses a 
bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player which allows him to win a lot 
of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around the net due to 
his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make plays inside 
the offensive zone and shows flashes of good playmaking. I think his 
point totals would have been higher on a different QMJHL team this 
season but Quebec was quite deep up front. He creates a lot around the 
hard areas of the ice. He has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and 
doesn’t make a ton of plays. Gaucher projects as a second line two-way 
center. 

Thoughts on the pick: Gaucher is an excellent two-way center with size, 
skill and compete who is easy to imagine in an NHL lineup. Yes, the 
Ducks have Trevor Zegras and Mason McTavish, but for me this was too 
much player to pass up at 22. He gives the Ducks tremendous young 
center depth, and options in how to deploy their players. 

23. St. Louis Blues: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

June 1, 2004 | 6′ 1″ | 188 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Tanner Pearson 

Background: Snuggerud was a top-six forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season and one of the most improved players on the program from the 
previous season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has one-on-one skill, good vision, and his best 
asset is his shot. He is a long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you 
can build a power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has heavy feet 
which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his game is 
strong enough though that I think he could be a top-nine forward. 

Thoughts on the pick: Snuggerud, like Jake Neighbours already in the 
system, is a winger with good hands, sense and finishing ability who 
competes hard. He plays a style of hockey the Blues have become 
known for while also bringing offense to the table. 

24. Minnesota Wild: Danila Yurov, RW, MAGNITOGORSK (RUSSIA) 

December 22, 2003 | 6′ 1″ | 178 pounds 

Tier: Bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Troy Terry 

Background: Yurov played limited minutes on one of the best KHL teams, 
often lining up as a 12th or 13th forward for Magnitogorsk. Later in the 
season he played more junior games where he was very good for a top 
MHL team. He scored three goals and four points at a U20 Four Nations 
tournament which helped him make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. 
He was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior league the previous 
season, and scored 11 points in seven games at the U18 world 
championship. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his 
stickhandling. He’s not overly physical but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 

Thoughts on the pick: Yurov is a top-10 talent in the draft in the opinion of 
many NHL scouts, but his KHL contract understandably scared away 
many NHL teams. With a second first-round pick, and a now deep 
prospect pool, the Wild were in a strong position to make this selection 
and use Kirill Kaprizov as a way to attract Yurov to the NHL. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks: Sam Rinzel, RHD, CHASKA (HIGH-MN) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 8, 2022 

 

June 25, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Background: Rinzel played most of the season for Chaska in Minnesota 
high school. He was arguably even better in his limited time playing in the 
USHL for Waterloo and was also solid for USA at the Hlinka Gretzky. 
He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Scouts are excited about Rinzel due to his tool kit. He’s 6-foot-
4, skates quite well for a man his size, and has offensive skill. He’s quite 
dangerous in transtion due to his reach and speed and is able to create 
offense off the rush. He’s not a true playmaker but shows some flashes 
in that regard. Defensively he’s solid due to his physical assets although 
he’s not overly physical. I’d like him to be a more consistent overall 
player, but he has so many assets that I think he’ll find a way to carve out 
an NHL career. 

Thoughts on the pick: Rinzel going in the first round was something I 
suspected going into the draft, and in fact he went a few spots higher 
than I projected. Rinzel is a bet on upside. He’s big, can skate and has 
secondary offense. He’s a long-term project as he’s going back to the 
USHL, and he would be the first top-round pick to do so since Blake 
Wheeler. But scouts believe if he hits he can be a legit top-four 
defenseman with size and offense. 

26. Montréal Canadiens: Filip Mesar, RW, POPRAD (SLOVAKIA) 

January 3, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 174 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Alexander Barabanov 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia the last two 
seasons. He was a top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. 
He made Slovakia’s world junior team in a scoring role and also played 
well in games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve out a 
career as a top-nine winger though. 

Thoughts on the pick: Filip Mesar played opposite Slafkovsky’s power 
play flank on Slovakia’s U18 team. He’s a player who brings a lot of 
speed and skill to the table and has the potential to score goals and help 
an NHL power play down the line. 

27. San Jose Sharks: Filip Bystedt, C, LINKOPING JR. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

February 4, 2004 | 6′ 4″ | 204 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Background: Bystedt has been a solid junior player over the last two 
years and got a significant number of SHL games this season for 
Linkoping. He was an important part of Sweden’s U18 team and had 
seven points in five Hlinka Gretzky games. 

Analysis: Bystedt has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-3 center who can 
skate well and has some offense. There are times you watch him and get 
really excited about his pro potential when he’s skating pucks up with 
speed and creating chances. I don’t think his puck play is overly 
impressive, but he shows enough sense to find lanes to make plays and 
be a secondary contributor to an NHL line. I think he’s going to play. I 
don’t view Bystedt as this great defensive player nor is he a big scorer, 
but with his tools someone will find a place for him in a bottom six, and 
he has the potential to play higher if his development goes well. 

Thoughts on the pick: Bystedt was a player I suspected would be a first-
round pick for a while due to his great size and skating ability, while 

having some offense and playing the middle — a combination of traits 
that is hard to find. He has some work to do around the edges in his 
game with his consistency, but in terms of pure upside, you weren’t going 
to find more late in the first round. He provides a size element that the 
Sharks lack in their system as well. 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Jiri Kulich, C, KARLOVY VARY (CZREP) 

April 14, 2004 | 5′ 11″ | 178 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Ross Colton 

Background: Kulich got a regular shift vs. pros in Czechia this season 
with power-play time. He captained their U18 team and made their world 
junior team in a notable role. He led the U18 world championships in 
goals and was named MVP of the tournament. 

Analysis: Kulich is a well-rounded prospect. He has a fluid, powerful 
skating stride that can generate clean entries and beat defenders wide. 
He has slick 1v1 skills and combined with his speed is a threat off the 
rush. He can make plays but is more of a threat when he’s in motion than 
picking apart defenses as a playmaker. Kulich has a great shot, showing 
a one-timer and wrist shot threat from range. Kulich doesn’t show fear 
from attacking the net or taking a hit to make a play. He projects as a top 
nine forward, whether at wing or center with the potential to play higher in 
a lineup. 

Thoughts on the pick: Kulich rounds out a first round where Buffalo 
added three forwards who provide a lot of speed and offense. It’s easy to 
envision Savoie, Ostlund and Kulich all in a top six or top nine someday 
for an NHL team. After adding a lot at defense in the past few years, the 
Sabres now have a deep stable of skill when you consider Jack Quinn, 
JJ Peterka and several others too. 

29. Arizona Coyotes: Maveric Lamoureux, RHD, DRUMMONDVILLE 
(QMJHL) 

January 13, 2004 | 6′ 7″ | 199 pounds 

Tier: Projected to play NHL games 

Background: Lamoureux played a large role for Drummondville, often 
logging big minutes and was a regular on their second PP unit. He was 
the 12th pick in his QMJHL draft. 

Analysis: Lamoureux is a huge right-shot defenseman who plays hard. 
With his massive frame he can make a lot of stops with his reach, 
mobility and physicality. Defensively he projects to have a lot of value as 
a pro. His skating isn’t explosive but for such a large man he moves quite 
well. Offense is the question in his game. Lamoureux shows flashes of 
good hands and vision as a puck-mover and an occasional hard point 
shot, but that aspect of his game is inconsistent. As of now I project him 
as a full-time third-pair defenseman but I wouldn’t be shocked if he 
became a top-four guy. 

Thoughts on the pick: There was always an expectation that Arizona 
wanted to get bigger in this draft, and after getting Conor Geekie, they 
get the biggest top prospect in Lamoureux. He won’t provide much 
offense, but he’s quite mobile for a huge defenseman and he plays hard. 
He complements the skill they just brought into the organization with 
high-end physicality. 

30. Winnipeg Jets: Brad Lambert, C, PELICANS (FINLAND) 

December 19, 2003 | 6′ 0″ | 183 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Andre Burakovsky 

Background: Lambert split this season between JYP and Pelicans in 
Liiga where his production rate dipped from his great underage season. 
He was having a monster world juniors before it was abruptly cancelled 
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and was great at the tournament the previous season, too. His U18 and 
U17 games with Finland were not as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edgework, allowing him to cut away from 
pressure easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a 
go-to guy for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and 
shows O-zone creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at 
times but this season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full 
of potential, even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he 
will be a top-six winger in the NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

Thoughts on the pick: Lambert fell as expected in the draft, but at some 
point there was too much speed and skill for Winnipeg to pass on. He’s a 
risky pick — teams are highly concerned by his compete level and how 
he seemed to always be on a new team every year. The talent is clear 
though, and he has the potential to be a top-six forward if he develops 
well. I respect this gamble by the Jets at 30. 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning: Isaac Howard, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

March 30, 2004 | 5′ 10″ | 180 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Jonathan Dahlen 

Background: Howard has been a highly productive forward for the U.S. 
NTDP over his two seasons. He was called up to the U18 team as a 16-
year-old where he played a significant role at the U18 world 
championships with four points in five games. He was a top scorer in the 
tournament overall at this year’s U18’s. He also scored seven goals in 
four games at the Youth Olympics. He’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

Thoughts on the pick: Howard is one of the most purely skilled players in 
the draft, and a type of prospect Tampa hasn’t had a lot of opportunity to 
draft in recent years. He fell to 31 due to his size and skating, but he 
immediately becomes the biggest scoring threat in their system and 
someone you can imagine in a top nine and helping their power play 
down the line. 

32. Edmonton Oilers: Reid Schaefer, LW, SEATTLE (WHL) 

September 21, 2003 | 6′ 3″ | 213 pounds 

Tier: Middle of the lineup player 

Player comparable: Alex Killorn 

Background: Schaefer was an important player for Seattle playing on 
both special teams and scoring a lot of goals for the T-Birds. He was top 
10 in scoring in the WHL playoffs. He was an eighth-round pick in his 
WHL bantam draft who has developed quite well since then. 

Analysis: Schaefer’s NHL appeal is due to being a 6-foot-3 winger with 
legit skill, scoring touch and tenacity. He’s able to use his size and hands 
to create offense around the net, while also having an excellent wrist shot 
to score from range. He has value away from the puck, with a strong 
work rate, good physicality and can PK. He’s never historically been a big 
scorer, but his puck game and playmaking kept impressing me as the 
season went along and his role elevated. He looks like a future middle-
six power winger with the potential to play high in a lineup if he really hits. 

Thoughts on the pick: I’m a big fan of Schaefer. I know he isn’t the 
sexiest player from a speed/highlight perspective, but he’s a big, nasty 
goal-scoring winger whose skill level won me over during the course of 
the season. I really like this player and fit at 32 for the Oilers. 
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BioSteel’s partnership with the NHL and NHLPA was a decade-long 
collision course 

 

By Sean Shapiro 

 

MONTREAL — It’s a poorly kept secret in hockey that BioSteel has been 
the sports drink of choice for a majority of NHL players. 

At least 30 of the 32 NHL teams were buying BioSteel directly this past 
season, and while the NHL players may have been takings swigs from 
green bottles that said, “Gatorade” on the bench, it typically wasn’t 
Gatorade. 

Starting next season the bottles on the benches and in the penalty boxes 
will more actively reflect what’s inside them after the NHL and NHLPA 
announced a multi-year agreement Thursday naming BioSteel the official 
sports drink of the NHL. 

For BioSteel, it’s the next major push in the marketing space as the 
sports drink wants to take aim at the clear industry leader in Gatorade. 
For the NHL, it’s a key financial deal with a company that they’ve been 
on a collision course to work with over the past 10 years. 

BioSteel’s original formula was developed by Matt Nichol, a Toronto-area 
trainer who introduced it to his clients and the beverage started to gain 
popularity before Michael Cammalleri officially founded the company in 
2009. BioSteel initially focussed on a direct-to-professional model, selling 
only to teams and players, before moving to a consumer model in 2010. 

BioSteel has since expanded to other sports. NFL superstar Patrick 
Mahomes and NBA superstar Luka Doncic both have stakes in the 
company, but hockey has been its largest area and vehicle for growth. 
Mathieu Schneider, the NHLPA’s special assistant to the executive 
director, said he remembers drinking BioSteel and seeing it in NHL locker 
rooms during his final two seasons as a player around 2008-2010, and 
since then it’s been a “player-led movement” within the sports drink 
space. 

The NHL has known this and, frankly, wanted a sports drink partner 
where it felt it took priority. Gatorade had been the NHL sponsor since 
2006, but with such an expansive profile the NHL was never a priority — 
look at Gatorade commercials, particularly in the United States, and 
which sports are featured if you want some hard evidence. 

The fact Connor McDavid is a BioSteel pitchman wasn’t a necessity, but 
it certainly helped smooth the deal already having the best player in the 
world under the BioSteel brand. 

BioSteel was a hockey company first, and that appealed to the NHL, 
according to Kyle McMann, the NHL’s senior vice president of North 
American business development. The deal with BioSteel has been years 
in the making and has been in place since October. But both sides 
agreed to keep it quiet out of respect to Gatorade’s final season with the 
league. 

Like with everything else, brand stories are important and become key 
talking points with deals like this, but money makes it happen. The NHL 
is now at least doubling how much it makes in the sports drink according 
to McMann, and back in June, Gatorade’s head of global sports 
marketing admitted that the NHL and Gatorade “weren’t aligned on the 
financial commitment to renew.” 
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According to sources familiar with the deal, but not permitted to speak 
publicly, Gatorade’s offer was significantly lower than the amount 
BioSteel presented. 

This will all go to hockey-related revenue (HRR), which reached new 
highs this past season at $5.2 billion, and it will also boost the 
sponsorship sales which also reached new highs last season more than 
doubling from $623 million to $1.4 billion in the category. And raising 
HRR continues to be one of the most pressing issues for the league, 
which is still trying to recover from the pandemic, as well as the NHLPA, 
which is desperate to get back to a more normal financial structure. 

Right now the NHL’s salary cap is in a holding pattern until players are 
able to pay off the debt that was around $1 billion to owners going into 
this past season. For a quick refresher: NHL players and owners split 
HRR 50-50 and when revenues don’t cover all the salaries, owners are 
later made whole through escrow payments, which are held from each 
player’s check. 

The league and the NHLPA are both hopeful that the league’s financial 
arc is on the right path, and Schneider said the NHLPA is even happier 
with the financial future prospects after the deal with BioSteel. 

Dropping Gatorade did come some with inherent risks, Gatorade is 
owned by PepsiCo, and in the past, sports drinks were included in the 
same category as soft drinks and snacks under the deal with PepsiCo. 
McMann acknowledged that the league knew it could have ended an 
overall relationship with PepsiCo when it split the categories, but also 
noted that PepsiCo was willing to work on a solution to stay the primary 
partner when it comes to soft drinks and snacks. 

You are going to see a shift in how BioSteel markets and what it’s able to 
do after this partnership. BioSteel’s summer camp, which many top NHL 
players attend, will now be allowed to use official NHL logos and 
branding. BioSteel is going to have a heavy presence in the prospect 
space when it comes to sponsorship. The NHL, which works closely with 
The Hobey Baker Memorial Award Foundation, helped facilitate BioSteel 
becoming the presenting sponsor for college hockey’s top individual 
prize. 
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Down Goes Brown: The best No. 1 picks who weren’t the best player in 
their draft 

 

By Sean McIndoe 

 

One of the fun things about tonight’s draft is that there’s still some 
genuine intrigue over who’ll go No. 1. We’ve spent most of the last year 
assuming it was the Shane Wright draft, but with Juraj Slafkovsky making 
a late push and at least a little longshot love for Logan Cooley, we’re 
really not sure what Montreal will do in front of the home crowd. That’s 
rare, and kind of cool. 

No. 1 picks are tricky. Often, they turn out to be exactly what you’d 
expect them to be — the best player in the draft, one that a team can 
build around for a generation. Other times, they end up being a bust, the 
sort of mistake that can set a franchise back years. But there’s another 
category, and it’s one I’m always kind of intrigued by. I call them “an 
Olajuwon.” 

Hakeem Olajuwon was the No. 1 pick of the 1984 NBA Draft, and is 
considered one of the greatest players in league history. He was a 
dominating center who won an MVP and two championships, was a 12-
time all-star, and was an easy Hall of Fame call in his first year of 

eligibility. But despite all that, he’s not the best player from his own draft 
year, because the third pick that year was a kid named Michael Jordan. 
Olajuwon did everything you could ever ask a No. 1 pick to do … except 
be the best player in his draft. 

I appreciate a good Olajuwon story, where a No. 1 pick lives up to the 
hype but still gets passed by a later pick. Hockey has a few of its own, 
and today we’re going to rank them. To be clear, we’re not looking for 
busts here, so Patrik Stefan, Nail Yakupov and friends are safe. We want 
guys who were good or even great, but just not quite as great as 
someone picked after them. And we’re looking for cases like Olajuwon 
and Jordan, where virtually everyone would agree, so you can save your 
Taylor vs. Tyler debates for another day. 

Could Wright or Slafkovsky join this list someday? Time will tell, but for 
now here are the 10 best players in NHL history who went No. 1 and 
delivered on their potential, but still weren’t the best player in their draft 
year. 

10. Chris Phillips (1996) 

Why he was great: The 1996 draft was notoriously weak, with the leading 
scorer of the class being Matt Cullen with just 731 points. But with 
several busts in the first round, Phillips turned out to be a perfectly solid 
pick. He played 17 seasons, all with Ottawa, and almost all of them as a 
trustworthy top-four option. He had Norris votes in multiple seasons, 
scored a huge playoff overtime goal, and had his number retired by his 
team. You could do far worse with the first pick, especially in a year like 
this. 

But not quite as great as: Zdeno Chara, who went to the Islanders in the 
third round. Of course, Chara ended up in Ottawa, and even played with 
Phillips for much of his stint there, so it all worked out for the Sens. But 
yeah, Phillips was a very good player and Chara is a first-ballot HHOF 
lock, and nobody’s debating which one was better. 

See how this works? Let’s make our way down the list … 

9. Rick Nash (2002) 

Why he was great: Nash was the Blue Jackets’ first real star, and to this 
day is probably the greatest player in franchise history. He won a Rocket 
Richard in just his second season, and went on to score 437 goals in a 
15-year career. He probably would have hit 500 if injuries hadn’t cut his 
career short. 

But not quite as great as: Duncan Keith, who went in the second round, 
and is still active 20 years later. Keith has two Norris Trophies and a 
Conn Smythe to go with three Cup rings. Nash was great, but nobody’s 
taking him over Keith with the full benefit of hindsight. 

8. Nico Hischier (2017) 

Why he’s headed for great: Is this too early? Maybe, especially in terms 
of ranking Hischier against guys with nearly 20-year careers. A lot can 
change over the next decade or so, and we probably revisit this one 
someday. But for now, I think we can say that the Devils pretty much got 
exactly what they wanted from their top pick, as Hischier is a very good 
two-way center who just had a breakout year where he scored nearly a 
point per game. You’d like to see him stay healthy for a full season, but at 
23 he looks like a very good second-line center who still has time to 
make a leap to something more. 

But not quite as great as: Cale Makar, who went No. 4. I realize there’s 
already some Makar fatigue out there after all the hyperbole from his 
legendary playoff run. Is he already the best defenseman in the league? 
The second-best player, period? On pace to be one of the greatest 
defensemen of all time? It’s early, sure, but it’s all on the table. For now, 
he has a Norris and a Conn Smythe, and the Avalanche “losing” the 2017 
draft lottery and dropping three spots seems like a franchise-altering 
blessing now. 

7. Wendel Clark (1985) 

Why he was great: Don’t make me tap the All Heart video. 
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Seriously, Wendel Clark rocked. If you were a Maple Leafs fan back 
then, he was your favorite player, and if you weren’t then he was the only 
thing about the 1980s Leafs that made you jealous. 

But not quite as great as: Joe Nieuwendyk, who went in Round 2 and 
ended up in the Hall of Fame with 500 goals and three Cup rings. 

Just to be clear: Was Joe Nieuwendyk better than Wendel Clark? Yes, of 
course, there really can’t be a question. Would I want to go back in time 
and change the Leafs’ pick so that they took Nieuwendyk instead? 
Absolutely not. Those are two different questions, and neither one is hard 
to answer. 

Now if you’ll excuse me, I have to run through a brick wall when the Hero 
Of The Day guitar solo kicks in. 

6. Owen Nolan (1990) 

Why he was great: Nolan was a hard-nosed power winger from the era 
where that still meant something, and he banged and crashed his way to 
400 goals and nearly 900 points despite playing for some pretty awful 
teams. He had six 30-goal seasons and a top-five Hart finish, and he 
once pointed at the net during an All-Star Game which we all decided 
was the greatest thing ever for reasons I’ve never been completely clear 
on. 

Also, dropping a “boo hoo” on a team fighting an outbreak of illness 
remains an A+ troll move and I’m here for it. 

But not quite as great as: Jaromir Jagr or Martin Brodeur. Well, both, 
actually, but if we have to choose one then I’ll leave it to you to debate. 
But yeah, the 1990 draft was weird, because it initially seemed to have a 
big four at the top and pretty much all of Nolan, Petr Nedved, Keith 
Primeau and Mike Ricci lived up to the hype. They just didn’t come 
anywhere close to the guys who went sixth and 20th. 

5. Aaron Ekblad (2014) 

Why he’s already great: This is another one that’s recent enough that we 
may need to revisit some day, especially if Ekblad wins a Norris or two 
like he seems to be trending toward. He was the consensus top pick in 
2014, based on his strong two-way game and the fact that he somehow 
looked 30 years old as a teenager, and he’s lived up to that billing and 
then some. 

But not quite as great as: Leon Draisaitl, who went third and already has 
a Hart, a Lindsay and an Art Ross to go with three 100-point seasons, 
and may be the best player in the world who isn’t Connor McDavid. 
Check back in a decade, but for now I can’t imagine anyone would prefer 
Ekblad over Draisaitl, even though Ekblad has been an absolute stud. 

4. John Tavares (2009) 

Why he was great: Of all the entries on our list, this is the one that might 
get closest to some sort of debate, or at least would have a few years 
ago. Tavares has been very good, tracking toward a borderline HHOF 
career with two years as a Hart finalist. He became a divisive player the 
minute he signed a free-agent deal with Toronto because that’s part of 
the Maple Leaf experience. But we’re not weighing cap hits here, and 
Tavares has been one of the most consistent offensive producers of his 
generation. 

But not quite as great as: Victor Hedman, who went No. 2 and might be 
the best defenseman in the league. With a Norris Trophy and five other 
years a finalist, not to mention a Conn Smythe and two Cups, he’s pretty 
clearly separated from Tavares as the best player in the 2009 draft. 

Hey, what about… 

A quick interlude before we get to the top three, because I’m guessing 
that there are some readers who have more than three names left on 
their list and are wondering what’s going on. 

Remember, we said that a classic Olajuwon had to be beyond debate, 
where just about any reasonable fan would admit that they weren’t the 
best player in their draft. In my mind, that rules out a few players who I’d 

ranked second (or lower) in their draft class, but where I acknowledge 
that you could make a reasonable case for them as the legitimate best 
player. My list includes: 

Guy Lafleur vs. Marcel Dionne in 1971 

Dale Hawerchuk vs. Ron Francis in 1981 

Mike Modano vs. Teemu Selanne in 1988 

Eric Lindros vs. Peter Forsberg and/or Scott Niedermayer in 1991 

Marc-Andre Fleury vs. Patrice Bergeron in 2003 

Steven Stamkos vs. Drew Doughty and/or Erik Karlsson in 2008 

If you think any of those are slam dunk obvious Olajuwons, let me know 
in the comments. But that’s why none of them are on the list. 

OK, on to the three guys who made the podium … 

3. Vincent Lecavalier (1998) 

Why he was great: We have to get Lecavalier onto this list, since the 
whole premise was inspired by the 1984 NBA Draft and Lecavalier was 
famously hyped as “the Michael Jordan of hockey.” He didn’t quite get to 
that level, but at his peak, he was a genuine superstar who led his team 
to a Stanley Cup while also winning a Rocket Richard. His production 
dropped in his late-20s, knocking him off the HHOF track and into the 
Hall of Very Good. Still, there was a long stretch where he was a 
legitimate superstar. 

But not quite as great as: Pavel Datsyuk, who went 170 picks later in one 
of the great draft steals of all time. Lecavalier actually outscored him in 
the NHL, in part because Datsyuk didn’t debut until 2001-02. But when 
we mix in those three Selkes, not to mention two Cups and his year as a 
Hart finalist, he’s pretty clearly the best player from that 1998 draft. Sorry 
Vinny, would you settle for being the Hakeem Olajuwon of hockey? 

2. Pierre Turgeon (1987) 

Why he was great: Like him or not, Turgeon scored a ton in the NHL. His 
1,327 points are the most of any player who isn’t in the HHOF, and he 
also cracked 500 goals while posting a 132-point season that ranks as 
one of the 40 most productive in NHL history. He still might make the Hall 
someday, and he certainly ranks as one of the most underrated scorers 
ever. 

But not quite as great as: Joe Sakic, who went 15th to the Nordiques with 
a pick they acquired on the draft floor. I’m betting that most of us would 
probably take No. 2 pick Brendan Shanahan too, but maybe there’s at 
least a debate there. Not so much with Sakic, who ranks in the top 10 
with 1,641 career points and captained the Avs to two Stanley Cups. I 
wonder what he’s up to these days. 

1. Mats Sundin (1989) 

Why he was great: Look, I swear I’m not picking these offseason topics 
just so I can keep working the Maple Leafs into the top spot. But Sundin 
pretty clearly has to take this one, right? He’s our only Hall of Famer, and 
with over 500 goals and 1,300 points, he absolutely lived up to the 
expectations that went with being the first European player ever taken at 
No. 1. He was even an Olympic gold medalist. Seriously, what didn’t this 
guy do? (Checks earpiece.) OK, as a Leaf fan I’ve never heard of that but 
will check into it. 

But not quite as great as: Nicklas Lidstrom, who went in the third round, 
at No. 53. He’s a consensus pick as one of the three best defensemen of 
the modern era, and that might be conservative, so there’s really no 
question about where he ranks in the 1989 draft class. Seven Norris 
Trophies, four Cups, a dozen all-star honors and 1,142 points means we 
can end this one on an easy call. 
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ESPN / NHL trade grades - Chicago Blackhawks send Alex DeBrincat to 
Ottawa Senators for draft picks 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The Ottawa Senators made the first big splash of NHL draft week, 
acquiring forward Alex DeBrincat from the Chicago Blackhawks in 
exchange for their 2022 first-round draft pick (seventh overall, used on 
Kevin Korchinski), a 2022 second-round draft pick (39th overall) and a 
third-round selection in 2024. 

The deal came down two hours before the draft's first round was set to 
begin Thursday night in Montreal. 

DeBrincat was rumored to be on the trade block leading into this 
weekend, and Ottawa was open to moving its first-round pick if it meant 
improving the Senators right away. 

GM Pierre Dorion certainly seems to have done that. As for the 
Blackhawks' return ... 

Ottawa Senators: A 

This trade looks like a home run for Ottawa. 

DeBrincat, 24, is a dynamic scorer who has already surpassed the 40-
goal mark twice in his first five NHL seasons. He's averaged nearly a 
point-per-game for Chicago with 160 goals and 307 points in 368 career 
games. Granted, DeBrincat has benefitted from playing with Patrick 
Kane, but that doesn't take away from his individual skill set that's 
jumped off the page since he was made a second-round pick by Chicago 
in 2016. 

Ottawa will certainly be counting on him to produce. The Senators were 
23rd overall in goals scored last season (averaging 2.73 per game) and 
have lacked for the type of consistent top-line threat DeBrincat can be. 
Now the Senators can slot DeBrincat in with Tim Stutzle, and DeBrincat 
can help drive play at either end of the rink and be a bonafide playmaker 
all over the ice. DeBrincat led the Blackhawks in power-play goals last 
season (14), and uses his speed to draw penalties (24 last season, 
versus eight taken). His will be the kind of presence Ottawa's been 
needing to become competitive again. 

Ultimately, the Senators want to avoid a rebuild, so flipping their first-
round pick isn't a huge deal. However, the return for Chicago was also 
lower than perhaps expected because DeBrincat has just one year 
remaining on his contract before becoming an unrestricted free agent. If 
Ottawa can't re-sign him, they'll have one season where DeBrincat 
should elevate the team offensively and bring some life back to a 
franchise that's struggled for some in recent years. 

Chicago Blackhawks: D 

The Blackhawks really must have thought they couldn't re-sign 
DeBrincat. Or they're fully leaning into the idea of struggling for a few 
years more. 

That's the only way this trade seems to make the most sense for 
Chicago. DeBrincat is a player barely in his mid-20s who has been one of 
the NHL's most impressively consistent scoring wingers. He and Kane 
have shown incredible chemistry, and that's led to DeBrincat making 
great strides throughout his NHL tenure. Chicago certainly didn't have to 
trade him. 

Was Dorion's offer the best Blackhawks GM Kyle Davidson had to 
entertain? The fact it came down before the draft began -- when other 
teams might have started coming to the table -- suggests Davidson was 
in a hurry to move things along. This deal could be part of a bigger 

picture strategy, of course. But Korchinski won't be making a major 
impact on the Blackhawks' NHL roster for years, compared to the 
guaranteed contributions the Blackhawks would have received from 
DeBrincat. 

At this point, Chicago looks like the clear trade loser. 
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ESPN / NHL trade grades - Dach to Canadiens, Romanov to Islanders 
and picks to the Blackhawks 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Montreal Canadiens made a big splash in front of a jubilant home 
crowd, making two trades that netted them center Kirby Dach. 

Montreal sent defenseman Alexander Romanov and the 98th overall pick 
to the New York Islanders for the 13th overall pick in the first round. They 
then flipped the No. 13 pick and the 66th overall pick to the Chicago 
Blackhawks for Dach. 

Montreal Canadiens: B 

The Canadiens traded Alexander Romanov, the 66th overall pick and the 
98th overall pick for the third overall pick in 2019. 

That's one way of looking at this trade. Here's another: The Canadiens 
traded Romanov and those picks for a potential first-line center, 
something the franchise has been chasing for years. "Potential" being the 
operative word. 

They shot their shot. Romanov is a fan favorite after two seasons who 
plays solid minutes (20:24) and delivers solid hits. As a restricted free 
agent, he was due a decent raise. But the Canadiens have a good 
prospect pipeline for defensemen, so they're dealing from a position of 
strength. It also can't be ignored that in a moment of uncertainty for 
Russian players, the Canadiens just traded one. 

They also still had the 26th overall pick after selecting Juraj Slafkovsky at 
first overall. 

The question then is whether Dach is worthy of this bounty, and it's a 
legitimate question. When he was drafted at No. 3 overall in 2019, he 
was projected as the heir to Jonathan Toews. It hasn't worked out quite 
like that yet. His goal-scoring has been a disappointment, with mediocre 
finishing results paired with a low shot volume. His playmaking took a 
step back, too, this season, with 17 assists in 70 games. There have 
been injuries and a roller-coaster of productivity each season. 

All of this is to say that the Canadiens dealt from a position of strength to 
acquire a "maybe." We respect the hustle, and this grade will obviously 
look much different if Dach starts to reach his potential. But right now, it's 
a smart gamble, nothing more. 

New York Islanders: A- 

After a disappointing non-playoff season, GM Lou Lamoriello wasn't 
looking to add a body for the future on Thursday night. He was ready to 
leverage the 13th overall pick for immediate help. 

Romanov is only 22 years old and a restricted free agent that isn't eligible 
for an offer sheet. He brings a physical presence to the Islanders blue 
line and can play significant minutes. His development was solid year 
over year, going from a healthy scratch at times as a rookie to a player 
that established himself in the Canadiens' top four defensemen. Many 
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considered him to be a core piece of their rebuild. But the chance for 
Montreal to turn him into a potential No. 1 center proved too tempting. 

Their loss is the Islanders' gain. They could have taken an unproven 
defenseman at No. 13. Instead, they get one with a little work history and 
one that still has untapped offensive upside. 

Obviously as a CSKA Moscow product, there should be some concern 
about the current state of affairs with Russian players after the invasion 
of Ukraine. But all things being equal, he's a solid addition for a general 
manager who has always built his teams from the back end out. 

Chicago Blackhawks: C+ 

When Chicago traded Brandon Hagel to the Lightning at the deadline 
and Alex DeBrincat to the Senators right before the draft, the same 
question was asked: Aren't these guys part of the solution rather than 
part of the problem? 

The same was asked when Dach was traded to the Canadiens. But the 
Blackhawks seemingly lost faith in Dach and decided to no longer play 
the waiting game to see if he would blossom into the center they hoped 
he'd become. He was a Stan Bowman pick. This is Kyle Davidson's 
team. Just like a coach is never safe when there's a new top executive, 
neither are someone else's draft picks. 

So Chicago gets the No. 13 and No 66 picks for a player who is very 
much still a work in progress. They selected another center, Frank Nazar 
of the USA Hockey National Team Development Program, at No. 13, a 
player praised for his dynamic skating and solid hands who is about six 
inches shorter than Dach. 

What Dach becomes will ultimately determine this grade. For what he is, 
and what they got in return, this is about average. But we're still puzzled 
about trading a 21-year-old at the dawn of a rebuild. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Slafkovsky confident he'll win support of Canadiens fans 
over time 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

July 8, 2022, 12:56 AM 

 

MONTREAL -- Had this small smattering of Canadiens fans known what 
Kent Hughes was going to do just moments after he stepped up to the 
podium at the Bell Centre to make Juraj Slafkovsky the first Slovakian 
ever chosen first overall in the NHL Draft, it’s hard to imagine they still 
would’ve attempted to spoil what was supposed to be their franchise’s 
most celebrated choice in 42 years. 

But their boos were understandable, and even something to be expected. 

In a draft marked by the lack of consensus at the top, with pandemic-
arrested development muddling the predictability of the order, it was 
guaranteed there would be disagreement on whomever the Canadiens 
were going to use the first pick on. 

Just two weeks ago, we jokingly messaged Montreal’s general manager: 
“Just remember that whatever you decide, people are going to love and 
hate it. Best of both worlds, haha.” 

Hughes, well aware of his predicament, responded: “The 50 per-cent 
Rule — that’s the best you can hope for!” 

It sounded like more than 50 per cent of the fans in attendance were 
enamoured with the Canadens’ choice of Slafkovsky once Hughes 
announced him. 

But there were plenty of others who voiced their displeasure. 

For years, those fans had been hearing nonstop about Shane Wright — 
a potential franchise centreman earmarked for first overall in this draft 
since the day he was granted exceptional status to play in the Ontario 
Hockey League as a 15-year-old — and they had spent the last number 
of months building up expectations their team would turn to him to fill a 
decades-long void at this position of need. Slafkovsky, a six-foot-four, 
218-pound left winger, who torched the Olympics and World 
Championships but was far from lighting up Finland’s top league in 
between, didn’t fit the part. 

When the kid walked the red carpet on his way into the building, he could 
hear the Canadiens fans who lined the streets booing him. 

Hours later, and just 20 minutes after he stepped onto the stage with that 
mixed reaction echoing through the arena, Slafkovsky had a message for 
them. 

“I think it’s about hockey -- (it) is their passion as well as mine,” he 
started. “And maybe some of them didn’t like me, but I will do everything 
(so) that I will play good for this team, and they will actually maybe like 
me one day.” 

It wasn’t long after Slafkovsky left his first media conference that he got 
the reaction from fans he should’ve had all along. 

They were just moments removed from learning Hughes had traded the 
98th pick in this year’s draft and defenceman Alex Romanov to the New 
York Islanders for the 13th-overall pick, which was then flipped with the 
66th pick to acquire six-foot-four, 197-pound centre Kirby Dach from the 
Chicago Blackhawks. At that point, they suddenly stopped mourning an 
opportunity lost with Wright, who had slipped to fourth overall and was 
chosen by the Seattle Kraken after the New Jersey Devils chose 
defenceman Simon Nemec second and the Arizona Coyotes chose 
centre Logan Cooley third. As Slafkovsky was escorted through a section 
of the crowd, as he made his way to an interview with TVA Sports, those 
fans erupted. 

No boos this time; just cheers. 

“Ole, Ole, Ole. Ole. Ole,” they chanted. 

We’ll see how they eventually react to Dach, who was picked third overall 
in 2019 and is emerging from his entry-level contract having only 
produced 19 goals and 59 points in 152 games. He has more often than 
not appeared far from reaching what was once thought to be an 
extremely high ceiling. 

The fans will like this from a Western Conference-based professional 
scout who responded to our solicitation of his opinion on Dach with, “He 
can complement skilled players and add size down the middle.” 

“He’s a top-nine that can turn into a top-six with time,” the scout added. 

Canadiens 26th overall pick, Filip Mesar, describes himself as a 'skill guy' 

Hughes came off the floor after using Montreal’s second pick of the night 
(26th overall) on another Slovakian — versatile right winger Filip Mesar, 
who had eight goals and 16 points in 37 games in his home country’s top 
league this past season — and said time with coach Martin St. Louis and 
a revamped development team will allow Dach to be exactly what his 
organization (and its fans) want him to be. 

“We believe in Kirby Dach,” Hughes said of the 23-year-old. 

He also believed in Romanov, who had an exceptional second year with 
the team and was trending towards becoming what any rival would 
consider to be a bona fide top-four defenceman. 

That’s what the 22-year-old will be with the Islanders, and Hughes knows 
it. 
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He said trading Romanov was “very difficult.” 

“We wanted to move up and it had been two-three weeks we were talking 
about Kirby Dach,” Hughes added. “It was clear for Chicago that they 
wanted draft picks. We did everything we could to move up since we had 
a lot of picks but, in the end, we couldn’t convince someone to make the 
trade with just the picks and Romanov was a very sought-after player. 
So, we’re disappointed to lose Romy and wish him the best. Sometimes 
to get what you want, you have to make sacrifices, too.” 

Hughes said afterwards he wouldn’t have made this deal if Romanov was 
a power-play quarterback and a major offensive catalyst. 

That the Canadiens have a similar prospect in Arber Xhekaj — and left 
defencemen Kaiden Guhle, Jordan Harris and Jayden Struble — coming 
made the deal more palatable. Especially since the Canadiens got to 
address a want (and dire need) for size, speed and skill up the middle 
with the acquisition of Dach. 

Hughes said he made it before picking Slafkovsky, but the Canadiens 
were likely going in that direction regardless. The size, skill and character 
of the player made it so. 

Meanwhile, a final meeting with Slafkovsky the morning of the draft 
pushed it over the edge. 

“What we kept coming back to was Juraj — and we saw it even playing 
with men at the worlds — he wants to make a difference and always 
wants the puck. I asked him what he likes most playing hockey, and he 
said being on the ice at 4-3 — when his team is leading 4-3 or losing 4-
3—and that’s what he showed us as a player.” 

Hughes said the plan is to have Slafkovsky show it in North America next 
fall. 

It’s not hard to envision him playing alongside Nick Suzuki and Cole 
Caufield — a possibility Slafkovsky said he was extremely compelled by. 

“I can play with those two guys, and I think it can be a pretty good line 
that can make results at the end of the day,” he said. “I think that’s 
important for Montreal.” 

It’s impossible to imagine their fans reacting adversely to that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Shane Wright falls to fourth: 'I’m definitely gonna have a 
chip on my shoulder' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

July 7, 2022, 10:08 PM 

 

MONTREAL – Shane Wright made it clear as a blue-sky July day in 
Montreal. 

He wanted to go first. 

He wanted to learn French. 

He wanted to be a Montreal Canadien. 

So, as Wright sat with his family and friends and waited… and waited… 
and waited once more, watching as Juraj Slafkovsky, Simon Nemec, 
Logan Cooley all snatched their moments before the projected No. 1 got 
up from the Bell Centre bleachers, he reminded himself that this was 
beyond his control. 

“I mean, obviously, you picture that in your mind. You picture your name 
being called first and walking up to the stage, pulling on that jersey — 
especially with the draft being in Montreal and them picking first,” Wright 
admitted, still processing some mixed emotions. 

“I’m definitely gonna have a chip on my shoulder from this for sure. 
Definitely a little more motivation. I've always been self-motivated. 
Always been pushing myself internally, but it's definitely gonna give me a 
little more fire, for sure.” 

Wright’s return to Bell Centre should be appointment television. 

Credit the confident prospect for answering a series of questions about 
his stunning tumble down the ladder. 

The newest member of the Seattle Kraken spoke about the potential one-
two punch he and 19-year-old centre Matty Beniers will provide the 
expansion franchise in the future, how he is already familiar with 
assistant coach Paul MacFarland from his time with the Kingston 
Frontenacs, and how he tried to mentally prepare himself for whatever 
might happen on an unpredictable draft night. 

“Just tried to stay as calm and cool as possible,” Wright said of his 
buzzing mind through picks 1 through 3. 

“I got drafted to the NHL. I think that I achieved that lifelong goal of mine. 
I achieved that dream of being drafted and to an amazing team in 
Seattle,” Wright said. 

“I was drafted by a team with a lot of potential, into great city with a great 
fan base, and obviously you want to go first… but I couldn't be happier 
being in Seattle, couldn't be happier with being a Kraken, and really 
excited about the future ahead in Seattle.” 

Wright said he sensed Kraken GM Ron Francis was even a little 
surprised he had slipped into his lap. The 18-year-old had dinner with a 
couple of Kraken scouts last month but had not heard from the 
organization since the combine. 

The centreman wondered about fit. 

Montreal went with big winger Slafkovsky, in part, because it had a trade 
for young Chicago centre Kirby Dach in the works. And the New Jersey 
Devils opted for defencemen Nemec, in part, because they already have 
young pivots with high ceilings. 

“I think that those traits maybe led them to not pick a centreman. 
Obviously, Kirby Dach being a high-end centreman and someone who's 
established himself as a high-end NHL player,” Wright said, “That's what 
Montreal felt was the best move for them, and that's what they did.” 

Wright believes he hasn't shown his best yet: 'I haven't reached even 
close to my potential' 

Wright’s development — and, consequently, his draft stock — took a hit 
with the OHL shutting up shop in 2020-21 due to the pandemic and his 
decreased production. 

Wright scored 39 goals in 58 games for the Frontenacs as an under-ager 
in 2019-20 and 32 in 63 games this past season. 

The phenom threw down 94 points and still was not happy with his pre-
draft performance. 

“Not even close. No. This year was nowhere near my best. I believe that I 
can be a lot better,” Wright said, determined. “I haven't reached even 
close to my potential, and I think that I got a lot of work to do. 

“I made a lot of mistakes this year, had some failures and faced a lot of 
adversity in myself and my game. But I think that I'm still growing as a 
player. I'm still learning a lot about myself and learning a lot about my 
game and how to be the best player I can be. So, I think that's definitely 
something that I’ll improve on for sure.” 

Let that fire burn. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rebuild over? Senators beaming after DeBrincat splash: 
'We’re in the next phase now' 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

July 7, 2022, 9:20 PM 

 

Hours before the NHL draft began, the Ottawa Senators did their best to 
steal the show – swapping three draft picks for arguably the best forward 
available on the market.  

Alex DeBrincat, a two-time 40-goal scorer for the Chicago Blackhawks 
and still just 24, comes to the Senators in exchange for Ottawa’s 
seventh-overall draft pick this year, plus the 39th-overall pick (Saturday) 
and a third-round selection in 2024. 

Speaking to reporters in Montreal just a few minutes before the draft 
coverage began, Senators general manager Pierre Dorion was beaming 
about his new acquisition. 

“The ability to add someone who’s a consistent goal scorer, who fits in 
with our core ... a competitor with a proven track record,” proved 
irresistible, Dorion said.  

“We’ve said since the end of the year we were looking for someone who 
could play in our top six, and he’s playing in our top six!” 

Needless to say, Dorion and his staff were in good humour, even though 
his scouts didn’t get to make a pick in Thursday night's first-round 
presentation. For the moment, the Sens and their fans could forget about 
all those years of losing top players, from Mark Stone on down.  

“If I can quote someone from my staff today who has been with us for a 
few years, it’s way more fun adding than deleting,” Dorion said.  

On a day that started with Senators fans irate over reports the team was 
going to sacrifice its seventh-overall pick as part of a deal to send 
goaltender Matt Murray (and most of his contract) to the Buffalo Sabres, 
the news on DeBrincat had them over the moon. In the end, Murray 
declined a move to Buffalo via his no-movement clause.  

At his availability in Montreal, Dorion hinted that even if Murray had 
moved to Buffalo, a three-way deal was possible with the Sabres' first-
round pick (at No. 16) shifting to Chicago with DeBrincat coming to 
Ottawa, likely with a Sens prospect included.  

The Blackhawks, incidentally, used that No. 7 pick to draft Saskatchewan 
defenceman Kevin Korchinski.  

Adding DeBrincat to an exciting young roster that features Brady 
Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Thomas Chabot, Josh Norris and Tim Stützle 
means the Senators suddenly have the makings of a very dynamic 
offensive team. Ottawa hasn’t had a natural goal scorer like this since 
Dany Heatley 14, 15 years ago.  

A right-hand shot who can play either wing, DeBrincat was Chicago’s 
team leader with 41 goals last season and was second in points with 78 
in a full 82-game season. He was also a 41-goal scorer in his sophomore 
season, 2018-19, during which he scored 76 points in 82 games.  

With the Blackhawks, DeBrincat, a native of Farmington Hills, Mich., was 
typically on a first line with Dylan Strome at centre and Patrick Kane on 
the right side.  

In Ottawa, DeBrincat would slot in nicely alongside the 20-year-old 
Stützle, who hasn’t had a scoring winger to work with over his first two 
seasons.  

Dorion says he has spoken with head coach D.J. Smith, who likes the 
idea of Stützle and DeBrincat. Dorion then joked that with coaches, lines 
can change after two practices anyway.  

Smith does have familiarity with DeBrincat, however. When Smith was 
head coach of the OHL's Oshawa Generals, he coached against 
DeBrincat’s Erie Otters.  

“D.J. says he can score goals, but also that his hockey sense was off the 
charts,” Dorion said. “He can make plays in tight areas.” 

With a current top line of Tkachuk, Norris and Batherson, it’s easy to see 
the potential for a potent top two lines. Not to mention the power play.  

“It’s going to be good,” Dorion enthused.  

Beyond DeBrincat’s talent and scoring ability, the best aspect of the deal 
is that the Senators did not have to surrender any assets.  

That leaves Dorion with plenty of options should he decide to make a 
trade for a top-four defenceman, which he says he intends to acquire, 
either via trade or free agency.  

The only downside of the DeBrincat acquisition is the business aspect. 
DeBrincat has a contract that expires after the 2022-23 season. His 
average annual value is $6.4 million but his actual salary is $9 million. 
Next summer, he would be an RFA and could become an unrestricted 
free agent in 2024 if he just signed a $9-million qualifying offer in order to 
walk.  

This was Chicago’s reason for letting him go, and now becomes Ottawa’s 
challenge – convincing him that this city and this franchise is the place to 
be over the next several years.  

“We can control him for two years,” Dorion said. “Obviously we would like 
to extend him at some point in time, but you’ve got to make sure the fit is 
alright. And, you know, he was pretty excited. He talked to myself and 
D.J. and he was really excited. 

“Once July 13 passes, we can start talking with his representative and 
we’ll do that.” 

Don’t underestimate the potential for the young core of the Sens – 
Tkachuk, Batherson, Norris and Stutzle are all under 25, to win over 
DeBrincat with their famously fun environment, on and off the ice.  

Even if DeBrincat does leave in a couple of years, the Senators would 
have the option of getting a nice return for him, perhaps more than the 
three picks they just surrendered.  

All of that talk, though, is for another day.  

For now, the Senators are relishing the fact they went to a legendary 
hockey town like Montreal and hit a massive home run, like Vlad 
Guerrero Sr. at the old Big O.  

“I said at the end of the season, we want to play meaningful games late 
in the year (in 2022-23), and I think we’re one step closer to doing that,” 
Dorion said. “Obviously, the rebuild has been going on, we feel we’re in 
the next phase now.” 

The Sens' bold new acquisition period is just heating up. Onward to day 
two of the draft and then free agency next week.  

As Dorion says, the roster that finished the season could look very 
different by this fall. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Petr Mrazek trade means for Maple Leafs' goalie 
hunt 
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Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

July 8, 2022, 12:52 AM 

 

MONTREAL – With the goalie carousel picking up speed on draft week, 
Kyle Dubas needed to act fast. 

But the general manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs had to first clear a 
seat before he could fill it. 

In a bittersweet draft-floor deal, Dubas paid a first-round pick (25th 
overall) to the Chicago Blackhawks in order to unload the final two 
seasons of Petr Mrazek’s mistake contract and recoup the necessary cap 
space ($3.8 million) to be a major player in the goalie frenzy unfolding 
over the next week. 

The Maple Leafs saved $8.6 million in real dollars and traded down 13 
spots, to 38th overall. 

“With the cap space we have now, every option is available to us,” 
declared Dubas, who is open to filling his most critical need either via 
free agency or trade. 

“You see with the trade today and the signings today that the number of 
chairs are starting to go by the wayside. And so, I think our situation 
would be enticing for any goaltender. 

“We just want to make ourselves as flexible as possible. Create the cap 
space for ourselves and proceed. So, that's what we were able to do 
tonight.” 

An already thin UFA market shrunk Thursday with one-time Leafs target 
Marc-André Fleury re-signing for two years and $7 million in Minnesota. 

Trade option Alexandar Georgiev was dealt from the Rangers to the 
Avalanche, sending Stanley Cup champion Darcy Kuemper to market. 

Dubas has explored acquiring Kuemper in the past. 

St. Louis’s Ville Husso is another intriguing — but unproven — impending 
UFA. 

And Dubas said he will circle back to his own UFA-to-be, Jack Campbell, 
with whom negotiations have thus far been cool at best. The GM plans to 
meet with Campbell’s camp when he returns to Toronto following Day 2 
of the draft. 

There is some smoke around Montreal’s Jake Allen and Anaheim’s John 
Gibson. 

Ottawa has made former Soo Greyhound Matt Murray available, and 
Murray apparently had a say in ending a potential trade to Buffalo. 

How the Mrazek deal will ultimately be judged depends on how Dubas 
uses his newfound money. 

Dubas and Chicago GM Kyle Davidson have maintained an ongoing 
discussion around a Mrazek salary-dump deal for a while. Discussion 
picked up in-person in Montreal Wednesday. Then once Dubas’s ideal 
choice at No. 25 got scooped up early, he picked up the phone. 

Davidson is spearheading a scorched-earth rebuild — he also traded 
away young, talented forwards Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach Thursday 
— and wasn’t eager to dive into the competitive UFA goalie race for a 
placeholder as he resets his roster. 

He used the Leafs’ first-rounder to select Sam Rinzel, a big right-shot 
defenceman from Minnesota. 

“We've got a guy that can come in and give us solid NHL starts,” 
Davidson said of Mrazek. “It also allowed us to get back into the first 
round, and we were really targeting Sam. So, it was a great opportunity 
to essentially move up.” 

Dubas has never been afraid to spend draft capital to swiftly correct bad 
signings. 

He dealt a conditional second-rounder to Arizona to get out from Nick 
Ritchie mid-season (and acquire rental Ilya Lyubushkin) and shed a first-
rounder to Carolina in 2019 (Seth Jarvis) to cut bait with Patrick Marleau 
(a Lou Lamoriello signing). 

Cap space is king. 

“It's a big ask of the amateur scouting staff because they pour a lot into it, 
and I don't like to do that. But I didn't want to move anything outright, and 
so moving back was the best option,” Dubas said. 

“You see Edmonton did the same after we did.” 

And the Oilers paid a stiffer price to do so. 

Ken Holland not only traded down three spots but surrendered a future 
second-rounder and future third-rounder to Arizona in the evening’s other 
salary-dump deal. 

By shedding a $3.2-million cap hit Zack Kassian, Holland becomes just 
as much of a player in the goalie market as Dubas. (Our read: Coyotes 
GM Bill Armstrong had a much better night than Davidson.) 

Typically, drafts have some measure of predictability. But 2022 is not a 
typical draft year. Stay informed with our coverage. 

The pressure on Dubas is now two-fold. 

Immediately, he must acquire a strong goaltender that can carry a 
significant load and allow prospects Erik Källgren and Joseph Woll more 
time to develop. 

And with only three picks in the draft, all on Day 2, the GM needs to hit 
on that No. 38 pick. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Prospect of Interest: Skilled Russian winger Ivan 
Miroshnichenko 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

July 7, 2022, 9:48 PM 

 

Ivan Miroshnichenko is a high-risk, high-reward prospect available to be 
selected in the 2022 NHL Draft and should add goal-scoring potential 
and offensive upside to the Washington Capitals. 

The Capitals selected Miroshnichenko 20th overall in the first round of 
the draft Thursday. 

Some of the risk in drafting Miroshnichenko stems from a relative lack of 
recent scouting due to his year being interrupted by a health scare, plus 
the fact he is Russian and from a country actively at war. 

As Sportsnet’s Sam Cosentino mentioned in his final mock draft: “One 
more element that teams will have to weigh is the gravity of the conflict in 
Ukraine. There are three surefire first-round Russian-born players in 
Danila Yurov, Ivan Miroshnichenko and Pavel Mintyukov. The first two 
played in Russia this year and so getting second-half viewings of those 
players was limited to scouts who are based in that country. … 
Additionally, the recent reported incident involving Philadelphia netminder 
Ivan Fedotov may also impact how teams approach drafting Russian-
born players.” 
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Miroshnichenko previously had issues obtaining a visa, which prevented 
him from joining the USHL’s Muskegon Lumberjacks in 2020. 

Any team willing to take a risk on the forward could be rewarded with a 
skilled right-shot winger who loves snapping home pucks from the left 
side and from the slot. 

He’s no hulking figure yet at six-foot-one, 185 pounds already has NHL 
size with room to grow, projecting as a top-six forward with the type of 
skill set that tends to benefit power play units. 

Miroshnichenko has produced at better than a point-per-game pace 
when competing against his own age group. He may not project as a 
future Selke contender, but he doesn’t neglect his defensive 
responsibilities either. 

He excelled during his time with Vityaz Podolsk, two years split between 
three different levels. He registered 36 goals, 17 assists and 71 PIMs in 
25 games during his U16 season before 11 goals, seven assists and 16 
PIMs in 16 games with the U17 group and added 10 goals, four assists 
and 29 PIMs in the eight games he spent with the U18 team. 

One trend you’ll notice from those numbers is his goals far outweigh his 
assist total. Miroshnichenko is a finisher and sits No. 11 among 
European skaters on Central Scouting’s final draft rankings, falling two 
spots from mid-season when he sat ninth. 

CANCER IN REMISSION 

NHL teams were notified by the Russian Hockey Federation in March 
that Miroshnichenko had been diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and 
would be prematurely ending his 2021-22 campaign spent with Omskie 
Krylia of Russia’s Supreme Hockey League. 

It is the same illness Mario Lemieux was diagnosed with back in 1993 
before making a full recovery and returning to the NHL. 

Miroshnichenko travelled to Germany where he received treatment and 
eventually the cancer went into full remission. Miroshnichenko, whose 
body will need time to fully recover from chemotherapy, was cleared to 
resume training in June and hopes to be ready for the 2022-23 season. 
His contractual rights are owned by the KHL’s Avangard Omsk. 

INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS 

Some of Miroshnichenko’s best hockey has been played while 
representing his country. 

He captained Russia to a gold medal at the 2020 Youth Olympic Games 
where he had six goals, six assists and a tournament-best plus-13 rating 
in just four games. Some of his highlights from that tourney can be seen 
in the video below. 

He fired home six goals in seven games en route to a silver medal at the 
2021 U18 world championship the following year. 

“Highly talented offensive weapon that can impact the game with his shot 
as well as his passing ability,” according to Nick Richard of Dobber 
Prospects. “Needs to become more consistent with his compete level but 
has the raw skill to be a star in the NHL.” 

Scouts continued salivating over Miroshnichenko’s ceiling during his 
standout performance as captain of Russia at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup 
last summer. 

He finished that tournament with four goals, five assists and managed to 
stay out of the penalty box in five games. 

“From a pure talent perspective he is a deserving top 10 pick in this draft 
class,” Cosentino has said of Miroshnichenko, adding that his “shot and 
skating ability translate well already and he’s not far off with the rest of 
his game.” 

Cosentino also said Miroshnichenko “has the potential to be a home run” 
draft pick this year. Looking back at Cosentino's very first draft rankings 
for the 2022 class in October, Miroshnichenko came in at third overall. 

Once he’s back to full strength and resumes the trajectory he was on 
during this stretch of his junior career, he could end up having a positive 
impact on whichever NHL franchise calls his seven-syllable name. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Draft Primer: Everything you need to know about the 
Class of 2022 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

July 7, 2022, 8:27 AM 

 

The 2022 NHL Draft has arrived, and even before the picks have been 
made, all signs point to us watching a bit of history. 

For the first time in 13 years, the Draft returns to Montreal. And for the 
first time in nearly four decades, the host city will also be the first up to 
the podium, with the Canadiens holding their first No. 1 pick since 1980. 

The 2022 Draft is just one piece of a busy few weeks around the league 
as the NHL’s off-season kicks into full gear. Once the Class of ’22 has 
been drafted and handed their new threads, focus will turn to July 13, 
when free agency begins and the work of building 2022-23’s rosters 
picks up. 

But as we look to next season and the decisions that will shape the 
league’s 32 clubs, it all starts Thursday night on the draft floor. Here’s all 
you need to know about the 2022 NHL Draft. 

WHEN IS IT HAPPENING, AND WHERE CAN YOU WATCH? 

Day 1 of the festivities kicks off Thursday, July 7, with coverage 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. ET on Sportsnet. 

David Amber, Sam Cosentino, Jason Bukala and Pierre McGuire will be 
providing analysis from the Desk while Elliotte Friedman and Jeff Marek 
track down the latest news from around the league as it breaks on the 
draft floor. Caroline Cameron and Kyle Bukauskas will speak to the new 
big-leaguers and their families as the day commences and, online, Steve 
Dangle and Colby Armstrong will team up for an NHL Draft livestream on 
Sportsnet’s YouTube channel. 

Rounds 2-7 will get underway Friday, July 8, with coverage continuing at 
11 a.m. ET on Sportsnet. 

WHO'S GOING FIRST-OVERALL? 

For much of the past year, all eyes have been on Kingston Frontenacs 
centreman Shane Wright as the name likely to be called first from the 
podium. 

Among a select group of players granted exceptional status to begin their 
junior careers — following eventual standouts like Connor McDavid, John 
Tavares and Aaron Ekblad — Wright amassed 39 goals and 66 points 
through 58 games in his first year with Kingston. He followed that up with 
94 points this past season — in the final edition of his prospect rankings, 
Sportsnet’s Sam Cosentino had that as enough to hold onto the top spot: 

That said, the past few months have seen Wright’s status as the likely 
No. 1 called into question, with two other names inching closer to the 
conversation. The first is Logan Cooley, who leads the latest class of 
American standouts from the U.S. National Team Development Program. 
The Pittsburgh-bred centre has been turning heads of late, and for Jason 
Bukala, former director of amateur scouting for the Florida Panthers, he’s 
done enough to earn the No. 1 spot. 
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If you know Cooley’s story, you know why going first-overall would bring 
it full circle. The 18-year-old was given his first chance to play hockey by 
Penguins captain — and 2005 first-overall pick — Sidney Crosby. Now, 
he’s all but certain to become the highest-drafted player to ever come 
from Pittsburgh. 

But Cooley isn’t the only one vying for Wright’s throne. Also in the mix is 
Juraj Slafkovsky, who’s similarly been tabbed by some as rightful owner 
of that No. 1 spot come the night of July 7. 

The big-bodied winger’s stock has been steadily on the rise as he’s made 
his name against men for TPS Turku in the Finnish Liiga. But it took a 
more significant leap at the 2022 Winter Olympic Games, where 
Slafkovsky finished as the tournament’s leading scorer, earned MVP 
honours, and led Slovakia to its first-ever ice hockey medal. 

WHO PICKS WHEN? 

Given how the draft order shook out, the first round figures to bring plenty 
of intrigue. Seven teams have multiple picks in that opening round, which 
suggests there are deals to be made and movement to be had. 

In terms of the Canadian clubs, Montreal and Ottawa have the best 
shots, with the Canadiens picking at No. 1 (and again at No. 26) and 
Ottawa going to the podium at No. 7.  

Winnipeg has a pair of picks as well, at Nos. 14 and 30, while Vancouver 
will select at No. 15. Toronto and Edmonton close out the first round, 
picking at No. 25 and No. 29, respectively. Calgary is the only Canadian 
team without a pick in the first round, having given up their own in the 
deal to acquire Tyler Toffoli. 

Here's the full draft order for the first round: 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

2. New Jersey Devils 

3. Arizona Coyotes 

4. Seattle Kraken 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Chicago Blackhawks) 

7. Ottawa Senators 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

11. San Jose Sharks 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

13. New York Islanders 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

16. Buffalo Sabres (from Vegas Golden Knights) 

17. Nashville Predators 

18. Dallas Stars 

19. Minnesota Wild (from Los Angeles Kings) 

20. Washington Capitals 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins 

22. Anaheim Ducks (from Boston Bruins) 

23. St. Louis Blues 

24. Minnesota Wild 

25. Toronto Maple Leafs 

26. Montreal Canadiens (from Calgary Flames) 

27. Arizona Coyotes (from Carolina Hurricanes via Montreal Canadiens) 

28. Buffalo Sabres (from Florida Panthers) 

29. Edmonton Oilers 

30. Winnipeg Jets (from New York Rangers) 

31. Tampa Bay Lightning 

32. Arizona Coyotes (from Colorado Avalanche) 

CANADIAN TEAMS' OUTLOOK: 

Montreal Canadiens: The Habs head into one of the most important 
drafts in the club’s recent history — a chance to add a franchise talent at 
first-overall, and a chance for new GM Kent Hughes to add a 
foundational piece to his project. 

Ottawa Senators: The Sens have been front and centre with many a top-
tier pick over the past few years. GM Pierre Dorion’s at No. 7 this time 
around, but there has been some chatter about the club potentially opting 
to move the pick for some more immediate help. 

Winnipeg Jets: The Jets head into the Draft with a pair of first-round picks 
for the first time since 2016. Like Ottawa, some wonder if the Jets will 
wade into trade talks, perhaps for a chance to move up in the Draft order. 

Vancouver Canucks: After the Canucks brought in a new regime to run 
the organization, Vancouver’s new front office — led by new GM, and 
longtime scout, Patrik Allvin — will get its first shot at making some magic 
on Draft day. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: The Leafs have only three picks in the entire 2022 
NHL Draft, with the club all-in on winning now. They’ll still head to the 
podium in the first round, but they may end up making more noise on 
Draft day with a trade. 

Edmonton Oilers: No stranger to lottery picks, the Oilers find themselves 
on the cusp of a quieter Draft this time around after a deep playoff run. 
And they might look to make it even quieter by trading down in the order. 

Calgary Flames: Like everything in Calgary at the moment, all things 
concerning the Flames revert back to Johnny Gaudreau’s impending 
free-agency decision. That said, the Draft’s often been the site of Brad 
Treliving’s biggest moves, and all eyes will be on the Flames GM once 
again. 

OTHER KEY PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

Conor Geekie: Coming from a town small enough that you could walk it 
end-to-end in 13 minutes, the Geekie family has been turning heads in 
hockey for years. With brother Morgan plying his trade for the Seattle 
Kraken, it’s now young Conor’s turn to see his name up in lights on Draft 
day. 

Brad Lambert: The next talent from a well-known hockey family, Lambert 
opted to go the tougher route in Finland instead of following his dad’s 
footsteps in Saskatchewan. Now, he's one of the most intriguing 
prospects in the draft.  

Lane Hutson: The U.S. NTDP has produced a fair share of elite, first-
round talents over the past decade. And amid another stacked NTDP 
class, Hutson is perhaps the most unique of his American teammates — 
a defender who makes up for his lack of size with a hefty helping of skill. 

Cutter Gauthier: The next in a growing line of Arizona products, fellow 
NTDP talent Gauther is hoping to follow in the footsteps of another 
American standout who made his name in the desert: Auston Matthews. 

    The desert and hockey may not mix well on paper. But the influx of 
talent making a mark on the game from Arizona is growing, and soon, 
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Cutter Gauthier will look to follow the same path Auston Matthews 
forged. 

The Goalies: The 2021 Draft saw two goalies selected in the first round. 
The 2020 and 2019 iterations each saw one in the first round, while 2018 
saw zero. Will we see a netminder hear his name called amid the first 32 
picks in 2022? While teams seem reluctant to spend premier draft capital 
on the sport’s most important position, that trend might just be changing. 

    Goaltending, it turns out, continues to be a make-or-break element of 
hockey. And while it’s been years since a goalie cracked the top-10, the 
trend of laying off tenders until your third or fourth pick might be 
changing. 

So, how might it all shake out? Before the picks begin flying off the 
board, Sam Cosentino has you covered with his final 2022 NHL Mock 
Draft: 
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TSN.CA / McGroarty bringing Tkachuk-style leadership to NHL 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Rutger McGroarty is on track to become the first player from Lincoln, 
Neb. to make it to the National Hockey League. 

"It would be unbelievable," the U.S. National Team Development 
Program product said. "It's a non-traditional hockey market. It's definitely 
part of me. It would mean the world to me." 

McGroarty will take a big step toward that goal when he becomes the first 
Nebraska-born player drafted since Jake Guentzel in 2013. He expects 
to have 25 supporters from the Cornhusker State in Montreal. 

"A lot of people roast Nebraska and go, 'What's even there?' but I loved 
it," the 6-foot-1, 204-pound forward said. "There's only a couple hockey 
rinks, but it was unbelievable. It's so laid-back and people are so nice 
there. It was definitely an awesome experience."  

McGroarty, who came in No. 27 on TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie's 
final prospect rankings, also has ties to the centre of the hockey 
universe. His dad, Jim McGroarty, was born in Toronto.  

"I used to come up to Toronto all the time," the 18-year-old said. "I spent, 
like, a month every summer with my friends and family there. Back in my 
youth hockey days I'd come up there all the time. I feel like Toronto's a 
great spot, and I love it ... I grew up a Maple Leafs fan."  

During a conversation with TSN, McGroarty reflected on his unique 
hockey journey and explained why Matthew and Brady Tkachuk are his 
role models. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

TSN: How would you describe your game?  

McGroarty: "A two-way, skilled power forward. I compete. I bring energy 
every single day. I feel like I'm a leader in the locker room and on the ice. 
I have a goal scorer's touch and make my linemates better."  

TSN: What did it mean to serve as captain this season?  

McGroarty: "It was unbelievable. Wearing the 'C' for your country and 
having the respect of my teammates who voted me captain, it was a big 
thing. I loved every second of it. But honestly, I didn't really change too 
much. I didn't feel like I had authority over anyone. I just felt like the same 
kid I'd always been."  

TSN: What was your best leadership moment this season?  

McGroarty: "There was just a bunch of times in practice where I raised 
the compete out of people. My teammates know that I'm going to want to 
make them better that day. I definitely brought the best out of my 
teammates."  

TSN: How did working with skating coach Barb Underhill last summer 
help you?  

McGroarty: "Barb is the best. She's my first skating coach, so everything 
she's teaching me, I'm soaking it in like a sponge. There have been so 
many different things on the mechanical side. The No. 1 thing is not 
being so tense and relaxing and being loose, because once I get tense, I 
feel like my stride gets a little more choppy."  

TSN: What's it like getting a skating coach at this stage of your 
development?  

TSN: What was your favourite fan moment growing up?  

McGroarty: "My first ever Leafs game. They played the Montreal 
Canadiens. Auston Matthews has been one of my favourite players and 
he definitely had himself a game. It was a regular-season game against 
the Canadiens, and it was a blast. Seeing the atmosphere there, it was 
really exciting." 

TSN: How did the interview with the Leafs go at the combine? 

McGroarty: "Good. It's definitely awesome shaking [general manager] 
Kyle Dubas' hand. I watched a lot of his interviews over the past few 
years and he's a great guy. It was a good interview. I really enjoyed it."   

TSN: Who are your NHL role models? 

McGroarty: "The Tkachuk brothers. They both wear a letter for their team 
and that's something I want to really try and do is wear a letter. I feel like 
I'm a great leader. Brady practised with us when he was waiting to sign 
his contract [with Ottawa] and just seeing how he attacks the day every 
single day it's, honestly, unbelievable. And seeing that competitiveness, 
that energy, I feel like that would be a great role model and someone to 
model my game after."  

TSN: Do you like to get under the skin of the opposition?  

McGroarty: "I definitely love to do that. I need to try and do it a little bit 
more, but it's something I enjoy."  

TSN: How can you do it more?  

McGroarty: "That's what I'm trying to figure out. Going into college next 
year [at the University of Michigan] will be good because I will have the 
student section behind me. They'll be throwing a couple chirps and I can 
ride off of them."  

TSN: Are you a guy who talks a lot on the ice?  

McGroarty: "Yeah, I definitely chirp a decent amount."  

TSN: What was your best chirp last season?  

McGroarty: "My dad is the GM of the Muskegon Lumberjacks [in the 
USHL] ... Someone on the Lumberjacks was chirping me and I was like – 
my dad's never said this – but I was like, 'My dad hates you! Like, come 
on. Why are you even on this team still? Like, what are you doing?!' And 
the guy, his face got all red. I was like, 'Oh, I probably shouldn't have said 
that.' I honestly felt kind of bad. My dad doesn’t talk to me about anything 
within the organization."  

TSN: What was your dad's response?  

McGroarty: "I told him about it after and he was like, 'Come on, you can't 
be doing that.'" 

TSN: What's the best advice your dad’s given you?  

McGroarty: "Both my parents have told me, 'Find the hardest worker and 
go outwork them.' It's easy to find the hardest worker whether it's on the 
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ice or in the weight room or at a job. It's easy to spot those people. So, 
go be friends with them and compete with them."  

TSN: Speaking of your parents. You have a great name. Is there a story 
behind Rutger?  

McGroarty: "My grandpa's name is Roger and my mom was looking at a 
book and trying to relate my name in some way to Roger. The 
Scandinavian form of Roger is Rutger. My grandpa is a great human and 
I'm honoured to be named after him."  

TSN: Let's wrap up with a little word association on your teammates. 
What's the first thing that pops into your head when you think of Logan 
Cooley?  

McGroarty: "Creative."  

TSN: Cutter Gauthier?  

McGroarty: "Dominant."  

TSN: Frank Nazar?  

McGroarty: "Speed." 

TSN: Jimmy Snuggerud?  

McGroarty: "Slippery."  

TSN: Lane Hutson?   

McGroarty: "Competitive."  

TSN: Ryan Chesley?  

McGroarty: "Heavy."  

TSN: Isaac Howard?  

McGroarty: "Goals. A lot of goals."  

TSN: He called you a clown.  

McGroarty: "Really? Yeah, I would expect that."  

TSN: He said you guys went head-to-head in practice a lot and helped 
fuel the energy of the group.  

McGroarty: "He scores so many goals and he loves to celly, so he'll get 
in people's faces about it. He's a big driver in practice. He'll piss people 
off and raise the competition." 
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TSN.CA / There are few quick fixes in the NHL Draft 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The 2022 National Hockey League Draft will usher in another group of 
young, promising players looking to make the jump to the professional 
level. 

In a league that’s increasingly youthful, the days of extensive, multi-year 
development cycles are long gone. Teams are aggressively injecting 
young players into the lineup – if not because they are friendlier to the 
salary cap rules, then because they are the ones generally driving the 
performance bus.  

But there is clearly a limit to how aggressive franchises are willing to get 
with young talent. Despite the average age of lineups dropping off a cliff 

in recent years, teams are still reticent to put the youngest players into 
regular lineups. 

Sometimes this is about physical development; other times, it’s about 
ensuring players can be successful against professional competition at 
lower levels first. From time to time you will find a player so uniquely 
talented and developed – think Edmonton’s Connor McDavid or Florida’s 
Aaron Ekblad – that the decision is easy. But that’s not the case in most 
every other situation. 

Consider the frequency with which first-year draftees have made their 
way into the NHL over the past 15 years. Not only is the trendline flat, but 
it also shows how difficult the immediate jump is for teenage rookies. 
Over the course of a draft with more than 220 players selected, only 
about five will see immediate NHL action. 

Despite the league-wide revolution in finding and dressing young talent, 
this has been a firm red line: 

Last season, only six skaters selected at the 2021 draft had so much as 
a cup of coffee at the NHL level. Columbus forward Cole Sillinger 
solidified a full-time roster spot, with five other skaters – San Jose’s 
William Eklund, Buffalo’s Owen Power, Seattle’s Matty Beniers, 
Anaheim’s Mason McTavish, and Columbus’ Kent Johnson – seeing very 
limited action. Or, said another way, one player from last year’s draft 
transitioned right away to their NHL team. 

The number of players who became full-time regulars over the past 15 
years is quite a bit smaller, and almost all these players come from the 
first round. Of the 59 players (2007-22) who saw more than 20 games of 
action in their first available season, only one – Ryan O’Reilly in the 
2009-10 season with the Colorado Avalanche – was taken outside of the 
first round. 

A better way to visualize this group of 59 players is the slots in which 
they were selected. Teams are quite good at scouting NHL-ready talent, 
and these players are largely taken early in the first round.  So, if you are 
a fan of a team that’s drafting early, you may have an outside chance at 
seeing that draft pick in an NHL lineup next season. But absent this very 
small group of players, the prospects are likely headed elsewhere to 
develop, and likely for multiple years. 

The very top of the draft is where you find players who immediately make 
the jump – the top eight picks alone account for 82 per cent of first-year 
pro players over this 15-year interval. If we use the venerable Bob 
McKenzie’s final draft rankings, here is the list of applicable players: 

The draft offers tremendous opportunity to teams searching for future 
roster improvement, and the transition time for many of these players has 
shortened over the years. But if you are looking for an instant injection of 
talent, it’s extraordinarily rare to find that type of player outside of the top 
eight picks. Patience will be a virtue. 

Enjoy the draft! 
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USA TODAY / Shane Wright will have 'chip on my shoulder' after falling 
to fourth in NHL draft 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Sometimes, the best action at the NHL draft happens away from the 
floor. 
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This year, the first time the draft was held in person since 2019, it was a 
little bit of both. 

The Montreal Canadiens threw off mock drafts when they chose 
Slovakian winger Juraj Slafkovsky instead of Canadian center Shane 
Wright, who had been mentioned all year as a potential top pick. 

That set off a chain reaction that led Wright, the top-ranked North 
American skater, to drop all the way to the second-year Seattle Kraken at 
fourth. 

"Definitely going to have a little chip on my shoulder from this, for sure," 
he told reporters. "I’ve always been self-motivated, always been pushing 
myself internally, but it’s definitely going to give me a little more fire." 

The New Jersey Devils, who are deep at center, chose Slovakian 
defenseman Simon Nemec, and the Arizona Coyotes chose American 
Logan Cooley. 

Slafkovsky, who was MVP of the Beijing Olympics, had met with the 
Canadiens on Thursday but was surprised to go first. 

"I think I didn’t even hear my name called," Slafkovsky said. "I just heard 
'Slovakia,' and then I was like shocked, and I didn’t even listen anymore. 
I was just like shaking. I had goosebumps. Yeah, unbelievable moment 
for me." 

Chicago Blackhawks make trades 

The Canadiens got their center when they acquired Kirby Dach from the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Montreal sent defenseman Alexander Romanov to 
the New York Islanders in the three-team deal. 

The Blackhawks, who had no first-round pick, ended up with three. The 
biggest trade was two-time 40-goal scorer Alex DeBrincat going to the 
Ottawa Senators for three picks, including seventh overall. 

They also took goalie Petr Mrazek off the Toronto Maple Leafs' hands for 
another first-rounder. They chose Kevin Korchinski (seven), Frank Nazar 
(13th) and Sam Rinzel (25th). 

Chicago, which made a splash at last year's draft by trading for Seth 
Jones, are expected to struggle next season as they rebuild. 

Goalie news 

Minnesota Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury is off the market after 
signing a two-year, $7 million contract. 

Stanley Cup-winning goaltender Darcy Kuemper is headed to free 
agency after the Colorado Avalanche acquired Alexandar Georgiev from 
the New York Rangers. He'll supplement Pavel Francouz, who had six 
wins during Colorado's run while Kuemper was hurt. 

The money saved will help the Avalanche as they try to re-sign forwards 
Nazem Kadri and Valeri Nichushkin. 

Around the rinks 

The Coyotes acquired Zach Kassian from Edmonton, which could give 
the Oilers the flexibility they need in negotiations with Evander Kane. 
Arizona moved up in the first round as part of the deal. ... Colorado's Joe 
Sakic won the general manager of the year award. ... Defenseman Kris 
Letang signed a six-year, $36.6 million contract and announced the 
Pittsburgh Penguins' pick of defenseman Owen Pickering. ... New San 
Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier had a touching tribute to Bryan Marchment, 
the former NHL defenseman and Sharks scout who died this week at 53 
in Montreal. 

"You will be missed, but you will never be forgotten." 
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USA TODAY / Juraj Slafkovsky drafted No. 1 overall: Scouting reports on 
first round picks 

 

Kyle Woodlief  |  Special to USA TODAY 

 

Winger Juraj Slafkovsky became the first Slovakian player to be taken 
No. 1 overall in the NHL draft when the Montreal Canadiens selected him 
Thursday night. 

Then the New Jersey Devils took another Slovakian, defenseman Simon 
Nemec, as they are deep at center and didn't need to fill that position. 

Center Shane Wright, the top-ranked North American skater, fell to No. 4 
with the Seattle Kraken after the Arizona Coyotes took American center 
Logan Cooley at No. 3. 

Kyle Woodlief, the publisher and chief scout for the independent scouting 
newsletter Red Line Report, provides his analysis of the prospects taken 
in the first round. 

1. MONTREAL CANADIENS 

Left wing Juraj Slafkovsky — TPS Turku (Finland) 

Scored seven goals, led his underdog Slovakia to a bronze medal and 
won the MVP award at the Olympics — at age 17. Oddly, he was never 
really offensively productive in Finnish League play until he became a 
regular for Turku after the Olympics. Massive winger has the potential to 
develop into a beast if he manages to put all the pieces together. Power 
winger with a huge frame, soft hands for giving and receiving passes, 
and improving vision. Scorching shot is heavy and overpowers goalies. 
Can shoot without stopping or cradling the puck. Strong on the puck, 
strong on his feet, and difficult to contain off the cycle down low. Enters 
board battles with force and is capable of separating opponents from the 
puck. Strong skater for his age and size; has quick feet and can fly when 
he decides to turn on the jets. Consistency in his effort level has eluded 
him. 

Projection: Huge, powerful first line scoring winger. 

Style compares to: Mikko Rantanen 

2. NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

Defenseman Simon Nemec — Nitra (Slovakia) 

Incredibly advanced young defender already plays top pairing minutes 
against men in Slovakia's top league. Looks and plays like a 10-year 
veteran with a remarkably poised and mature game. Has very good 
smarts and hockey sense all over the rink, making excellent decisions 
both with and without the puck. Shows an outstanding feel for the game, 
at times playing an up-tempo style and pushing the pace, but then also 
pulling back and controlling play when his team gets scrambly. Likes to 
jump up into the offensive flow and picks his spots wisely. Has a smooth 
stride with good short area burst to win puck races. Strong and rugged in 
board battles against men twice his age. Good distributor on the PP, but 
his shot is below average, limiting his offensive upside. Great stamina for 
playing big minutes. Never rushed into bad decisions. Well-rounded, two-
way rearguard. 

Projection: Smooth, steady, mistake-free first pairing defenseman. 

Style compares to: Miro Heiskanen 

3. ARIZONA COYOTES 

Center Logan Cooley — U.S. National Team Development Program 
under-18 team  

Elite center with a combination of pure skills, instincts and effort. His 
sublime playmaking drives the play for his line - creates loads of chances 
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with vision and imaginative passes. Always on the puck and in the middle 
of the action; has tremendous anticipation and plays the game three 
moves ahead. Great edge work and ability to accelerate out of his cuts. 
Exerts constant forechecking pressure that forces numerous mistakes 
and turnovers, which he turns into grade A scoring chances. 
Understands angles and body positioning. Never rounds off his turns – 
always hard stop/starts. Uncanny weaving ability to slip past would-be 
checkers and create space for himself and linemates. Makes everyone 
around him better. Winning player and future NHL star. 

Projection: Exciting first line offensive catalyst. 

Style compares to: Trevor Zegras  

4. SEATTLE KRAKEN 

Center Shane Wright — Kingston (Ontario Hockey League) 

The best all-round player in this draft class can skate, score, defend and 
has great vision and anticipation. Elite scorer has a devastating shot. Fell 
prey to the developmental hole that swallowed many in this year’s OHL 
draft class, as missing an entire key year caused him to stagnate a bit. 
An excellent four-directional skater who makes deceptive lateral cuts. 
Constantly adjusts his edging. His vision and reading of the ice are 
exceptional. Sets up chances with imaginative passes, showing super 
soft hands and touch. Fast hands and stick steal pucks nearly every shift. 
Holds the puck an extra split second, drawing coverage to him, then finds 
the open man. Also a tremendous natural goal scorer with a blurry fast 
release. 

Projection: Complete, two-way first line center. 

Style compares to: Patrice Bergeron 

5. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 

Center-wing Cutter Gauthier — U.S. NTDP U-18  

Prototype power winger with a combination of terrific size and a 
tremendous, NHL caliber shot. Gets excellent wrist snap on a nasty 
release that overpowers goalies. Tall and lanky, but has quick twitch 
movements and moves with impressive fluidity for his size. Has 
deceptive speed and his long stride allows him to beat defenders wide, 
drop the leg and cut hard to net with the puck. Drives play in the 
offensive end and is extremely dangerous using long reach on wrap-
arounds. Wide body and long stick allow him to shield and maintain 
control of the puck and make plays with defenders draped on his back. A 
major asset in puck possession and cycling below the circles. Strong on 
the puck along the boards, using his big frame and long reach to win the 
majority of board battles. Still developing consistency in his play away 
from the puck. 

Projection: Hard-driving first line scoring winger. 

Style compares to: Kyle Connor 

6. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (from Chicago Blackhawks) 

Defenseman David Jiricek — Plzen (Czech Republic) 

Knee injury sustained in first game at world juniors required surgery and 
ruined the rest of his season. Was playing up to 20 minutes a game, both 
power play and penalty kill, in the Czech Extraliga before the injury. 
Rehabbed in time to play at the senior World Championships. Has great 
size, very good mobility and the confidence to handle the puck and carry 
it up ice. Steps up into the offensive flow and jumps in as a late trailer. 
Makes good plays with the puck, showing vision. Steps in to pinch 
aggressively at the offensive blue line. Has an absolute howitzer point 
shot on the power play. Still filling out his frame, but is rugged and brings 
a heavy physical presence. Can get himself in trouble defensively by 
running around a bit and getting beaten on strong east-west lateral 
moves. 

Projection: Hard hitting, top pairing shutdown defender. 

Style compares to: Jaccob Slavin 

7. CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS (from Ottawa Senators) 

Defenseman Kevin Korchinski — Seattle (Western Hockey League) 

Outstanding puck mover has tremendous vision across the whole ice and 
always gets the puck to the right spot. Makes sharp outlets, homerun 
stretch passes, and is one of the top power play distributors in this class. 
Super active stops and starts in all three zones, able to get down low with 
great knee bend and produce impressive footwork in tight spaces. 
Fantastic active stick to reach in and steal pucks off opposing forwards’ 
sticks. Zero wasted movement; defensively his game is all about perfect 
timing. Not flashy, but we marvel at his pinching decisions, sprinting in 
and then sprinting out again. Mistake-free defender just quietly steps into 
the high slot as an outlet for forwards looking to get rid of a pass in a 
pinch. Strong wrist strength for good 

snap on passes/shots. Superb four-way footwork. Long, lean frame and 
eats up ice with excellent range. Should fill out into a big man. 

Projection: Second pairing puck mover. 

Style compares to: Rasmus Andersson 

8. DETROIT RED WINGS 

Center Marco Kasper — Rögle (Sweden) 

Highly skilled traditional playmaking center with excellent size. Rugged 
and competes hard while playing at the pro level - has 80-plus games 
against men at his young age. Smart and dependable, intelligent both 
with and without the puck. Drives hard and finishes checks, can really put 
pressure on defensemen. Has plenty of skill with terrific passing touch off 
both sides of the blade. Has soft hands and a quick shot release. 
Opportunistic and instinctive around net, scores his share of garbage 
goals. Played (and scored tons) against players three to four years older 
his whole life in Austria before moving to the Swedish pro ranks two 
years ago. Plays a mature two-way game. 

Projection: Gritty second line center/wing 

Style compares to: Elias Lindholm 

9. BUFFALO SABRES 

Center Matthew Savoie — Winnipeg (Western Hockey League) 

One of the best pure offensive talents in this draft. Advanced vision, sees 
the game well, doesn’t have to work hard in some areas because he’s 
never chasing. Steals pucks then sprints up ice, frequently starting and 
finishing odd man chances. Holds goalies to their posts, then throws last 
minute laser passes for tap-ins. Uses slick toe drags for impressive 
escapes off the boards into open ice. Rips hard passes cross-ice 
flatfooted with impressive accuracy. Most impressive talent is the ability 
to dance around the puck on multi-faceted dekes. Plays with some jam, 
driving into his cuts and dropping his shoulder to clear a space for 
himself. Shows some fire as well along the boards, using his stick 
liberally against opposing players to win loose pucks. 

Projection: Top line playmaker. 

Style compares to: Seth Jarvis 

10. ANAHEIM DUCKS 

Defenseman Pavel Mintyukov — Saginaw (Ontario Hockey League) 

Despite not playing a single game last year, never missed a beat coming 
back as the most impressive draft eligible defenseman in the entire 
Canadian Hockey League. So confident in every facet of the game, just 
controls the play whenever he’s on ice. Big and highly mobile blue-liner 
excels at the offensive end with tremendous puck skills, excellent vision 
and distribution skills, and a cannon shot. Has a long, lean, athletic 
frame. Poised and calm with the puck. Soft hands for giving/receiving 
passes. Smooth, fluid skater with a long stride and good balance. Gains 
the zone with speed on the power play, and handles the puck well at top 
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gear. Uses size to separate forwards from the puck around the corners. 
Plays a ton in all key situations. 

Projection: Top pairing rearguard and PP quarterback. 

Style compares to: Shea Theodore 

11. ARIZONA COYOTES (via San Jose Sharks) 

Center Conor Geekie — Winnipeg (Western Hockey League) 

He’s a big, dominant center who controls the middle of the ice. Gains 
separation easily in open ice. Still a little gawky after growth spurt, but 
he’s actually highly coordinated, making creative dekes at top flight. Bulls 
his way through opponents with the puck, shedding them while 
maintaining control. Slips smart passes to teammates in behind play. 
Heavy shot with an easy release because he leans entire frame into 
stick. Soft hands for a larger player, can dish delicate passes at pace. 
Shows terrific puck protection, switching control to his offhand to prevent 
exposing the puck out in front of body. Throws shifty upper body jukes to 
throw off defenders one-on-one. Pushes the play forward in neutral zone. 
Makes hard horizontal cuts in offensive zone to get goalie moving side-
to-side. Outstanding play away from the puck. 

Projection: Huge second line center who controls the middle. 

Style compares to: Pierre-Luc Dubois 

12. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 

Defenseman Denton Mateychuk — Moose Jaw (Western Hockey 
League) 

Swashbuckling blue-liner has absolutely brought it this season, showing 
excellent offensive creativity. Split second puck mover can string multiple 
passing sequences together. Rips hard passes cross-ice to reverse the 
side of the attack. Drives down low in offensive zone, then drops passes 
into the slot. Double clutches his shots to let shot-blockers slide by. Softly 
flicks pucks to safe areas when there’s no obvious outlet. Uses fast 
stop/starts in traffic to shut down developing plays. Pushes his edging to 
the limit, accelerating and generating speed out of his sharp cuts. Eats 
up ice when he’s given room to skate. 

Great acceleration sprinting through open lanes in the neutral zone. 
Alertly stays between puckhandler and his passing outlets defensively to 
prevent any dangerous passes from getting into the middle. 

Projection: Excellent skating No. 3 puck mover. 

Style compares to: Devon Toews 

13. CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS (from New York Islanders via Montreal 
Canadiens)  

Center Frank Nazar — U.S. NTDP U-18 

Plays like a wild young colt, and you never know what he’s going to do 
next. Has magical hands and offensive hockey sense and makes loads 
of high skill plays at speed. Makes wingers better by opening up so much 
space and holding onto the puck that extra split second to give them time 
to break for open ice. Has tremendously quick feet and change of 
direction. In constant motion and controls the puck brilliantly at top gear - 
makes all his slick moves without slowing down. Attacks the slot with 
abandon. The one issue that keeps us from having him higher is the 
giveaways - makes a lot of risky plays that aren’t necessary if he just 
managed the puck better. However, when he turns it over, he’ll go out 
and get the puck back. He’s risk-reward, but does a lot of things you 
simply can’t teach. Even with the mistakes and turnovers, the skating, 
creativity and effort is worth it. 

Projection: Slick second line center. 

Style compares to: Clayton Keller 

14. WINNIPEG JETS 

Right wing Rutger McGroarty — U.S. NTDP U-18 

Rugged winger plays a solid up-and-down the wing game, doing all the 
little things right. Does a lot of the grunt work on his line. Produces 
consistent offence through determined forechecking and second effort 
down low. Relentless and works hard to win puck battles. Finds open ice 
in transition. Big, strong, and has a very heavy shot that he unleashes on 
the fly barreling down the wing. Also has 

soft hands that allow him to deke goalies in tight. His offensive hockey IQ 
is among the best players in the draft, and as the son of a coach, he 
understands the importance of the little details. Unfortunately, his lack of 
foot speed and separation gear will be an issue at the pro level. 

Projection: Heavy-footed, high character middle six wing. 

Style compares to: Barclay Goodrow 

15. VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

Center Jonathan Lekkerimäki — Djurgardens (Sweden) 

Vision and hockey sense are top-notch. Has elite skills and marvelous 
touch. Super dangerous off the rush; defenders back off to avoid being 
made to look foolish by his ridiculous stickhandling. Uses lightning fast 
toe drags at top speed to create space and get shots off. Dances on 
skates with great balance and edging, accelerating out of his cuts. Labels 
hard, pinpoint shots to the corners. Has a knack for stepping up when 
game is on the line. Makes every linemate he plays with better. 

Projection: Dynamic producer who scores clutch goals. 

Style compares to: Brayden Point 

16. BUFFALO SABRES (from Vegas Golden Knights) 

Center Noah Östlund — Djurgardens (Sweden) 

Little dynamo’s fantastic transition game was the key to Sweden winning 
the under-18 world championships. Has a tremendously quick mind, stick 
and feet. He gains the blue line easily, then makes slick drop passes as 
he’s driving the middle, or stops up to make plays. Fast and 
unpredictable; turns, twists, and cuts make it impossible for defenders to 
stick with him - constantly in motion. Can absolutely fly and dangles at 
top gear, never losing control of the puck. Forces opponents to take 
penalties trying to slow him down. Always thinking two steps ahead. 
Sometimes attacks too much on the outside using his speed instead of 
challenging on the inside, but he’s not shy about traffic. Has great moves 
and soft hands, but tries to go through too much traffic. 

Projection: Smallish, fast, instinctive scorer. 

Style compares to: Cam Atkinson 

17. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Right wing Joakim Kemell — JyP Jyväskylä (Finland) 

Led Finland’s senior league in scoring with 12-6-18 in his first 16 games, 
but things cooled down in a major way after he suffered a shoulder injury 
in late October. Still a terrific prospect with plenty of positives. He’s a 
natural scorer and shots explode off his stick. Has a nose for getting to 
net with the puck. Tremendously instinctive with dynamic offensive skills. 
Great speed and body control. Super fast hands and a magician with the 
puck on his blade – tremendous stickhandler. Uses lots of head feints 
and east-west movement to gain time and space. Unpredictable and is 
able to generate loads of dangerous chances on his own. Also an 
underrated playmaker with slick passing skills. 

Projection: Skilled first line scoring winger. 

Style compares to: David Pastrnak 

18. DALLAS STARS 

Defenseman Lian Bichsel — Leksand (Sweden) 

Humongous Swiss defender moved to play in the Sweden's top league, 
where he has been defensively oriented, using his enormous size/reach 
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to stop opponents and disrupt plays. Huge wingspan. Is quite strong and 
moves guys off the puck easily. Really physical; looks to initiate contact 
and tries to intimidate after the whistle. Overpowers opposing forwards 
around the corners and in front of the net, making opponents pay a 
heavy price for real estate. Likes to handle the puck and makes good 
outlets and cross-ice stretches. Also likes to carry it up himself and is like 
a freight train if given room. Impossible to knock off the puck when he’s in 
full flight. Has some skill and offensive upside. His heavy shot is an asset 
on the power play. 

Projection: Massive, physical No. 4 shutdown blue-liner. 

Style compares to: Erik Cernak 

19. MINNESOTA WILD (from Los Angeles Kings) 

Left wing Liam Öhgren — Djurgårdens (Sweden) 

Natural scorer has great offensive instincts. Has a knack for breaking into 
open ice at just the right moment and then buries his chances. Quick 
release and great velocity - just a finisher. Scores off the rush, on the 
power play, or on deflections and rebounds around the net. Sneaky 
opportunist who lurks at the edges, then pounces on loose pucks. Has a 
strong build and some physical aspect to his game, but prefers to play 
the puck more than finish checks. Wins the one-on-one battles for loose 
pucks in the corners and drives into scoring areas. Very good puck 
control. Deft passing touch and great playmaking ability. Sometimes 
goes to sleep for extended periods and lets his linemates do all the 
heavy lifting – needs to show more effort away from the puck. 

Projection: Two-way winger with size and a scorer’s touch. 

Style compares to: Mark Stone 

20. WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

Left wing Ivan Miroshnichenko — Omsk Krylia (Russia) 

Would be our No. 2 overall prospect on merit alone, but that must be 
tempered by his Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis. Skill-wise, he’s an 
absolute stud and constantly dangerous. Plays much bigger/stronger 
than listed 6-1, 185 size. Bulldozes his way through traffic. Team captain 
at all international under-17 and under-18 events. Terrific playmaker who 
sees the ice beautifully. Lurks dangerously and pounces on loose pucks. 
Can stickhandle in a phone booth. Long, powerful stride with good 
straight line speed, but even better east-west lateral moves. Also one of 
the two to three best finishers in this year’s class. Star qualities. 

Projection: Powerful first line scoring wing. 

Style compares to: Andrei Svechnikov 

21. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Defenseman Owen Pickering — Swift Current (Western Hockey League) 

Nobody came further, faster this season. There’s big upside in this huge, 
projectable blue-liner with fine offensive skills - but he’s not the safest 
pick and does come with risk. Does all his best work off the rush stepping 
into the high slot to create slick passing plays. Also not afraid to sneak 
down the boards and help out forwards in the corner, working smart 
touch passes. Has a lengthy north-south stride that eats up ice. Booming 
point shot is a weapon on the power play. Defensively things are 
improving; starting to commit harder in own end instead of just waiting to 
leave and go up ice. But his attention to detail is still lacking and his 
defensive zone positioning is a mad scramble. 

Projection: Massive, rangy No. 3-4 defensive defenseman. 

Style compares to: Brandon Carlo 

22. ANAHEIM DUCKS (from Boston Bruins) 

Center-wing Nathan Gaucher — Quebec (Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League) 

Has great physical tools with outstanding size and strong skating ability. 
Overpowers goalies with a heavy shot. Really strong on his stick in 
scoring areas greasing pucks toward the net – never gets stripped. Can 
bull his way into scoring position and has a sharp release. Uses his 
sturdy frame to play in traffic and create space down low. But in his third 
full season in the Q, he's still learning how to make the most of his 
physical gifts. Not a ton of finesse with the puck. His puckhandling is a bit 
stiff and lacks imagination, and he doesn’t use his linemates well. He 
may be better off on the wing as a pro, where he could play a dominant 
power game. 

Projection: Good skating third-line wing who plays a heavy game. 

Style compares to: Charlie Coyle 

23. ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Right wing Jimmy Snuggerud — U.S. NTDP U-18 

Lanky winger shows high level intelligence to get himself to the right 
spots at just the right moments. Isn’t as flashy as his celebrated U.S. 
under-18 teammates, but has soft hands to go along with a great frame. 
Is a dynamic goal scorer. Snaps off bar-down rockets from the high slot. 
Makes power moves to walk off the boards and into the middle, attacking 
the slot and wasting no time getting dangerous shots away. Wins battles 
down low, using his frame to establish and maintain position in prime 
scoring territory. Smartly anticipates loose pucks around the net and 
buries them. Versatile and kills penalties. Average skating with sluggish 
first step is his biggest detriment, but generates good power in his stride. 

Projection: Second line winger with size. 

Style compares to: Brock Boeser 

24. MINNESOTA WILD 

Right wing Danila Yurov — Magnitogorsk (Russia) 

Tall, rangy winger is tremendously skilled and already a regular in the 
Kontinental Hockey League. Has a long reach and top-notch 
puckhandling skills at speed. Has a goal scorer’s touch. When you 
consistently do smart things, you often get rewarded, and that’s the type 
of player he is. Has great speed, and his wide base makes him solid and 
tough to knock off the puck. Very soft, quick hands and really strong on 
his feet. Throws his weight around along the walls. Routinely beats 
defensemen wide and cuts to the crease with great body lean and 
control. His speed draws penalties on the rush as defenders can’t handle 
him one-on-one. Excellent vision and creativity. Sets up down low beside 
the net on the PP and 1-touches some fine passes into the slot. Goes to 
the crease for good screens when puck goes back to the point. Drops 
back alertly to cover for d-men. 

Projection: Edgy second line scorer. 

Style compares to: Matt Boldy 

25. CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS (via Toronto Maple Leafs) 

Defenseman Sam Rinzel — Chaska High School (Minnesota) 

He starts off with gargantuan size, fantastic frame and a loaded toolbox – 
so he has a high ceiling. Has surprisingly soft hands for deft 
puckhandling. Heads-up vision and crisp edge work allow him to make 
three-zone lasers to his wingers or solo dashes up ice to lead the attack. 
Has a cannon shot he should use more often. Defends well against the 
rush, showing a sneaky stick creating poke-check turnovers. Displays 
impressive poise against forechecking pressure, moving the puck up to 
forwards with checkers draped on his back. Needs to develop a more 
physical approach and use his size more effectively against opponents 
around the corners and crease. Raw and when he stepped up in 
competition level, things appeared to move too fast for him. 

Projection: No. 4-5 defensman with upside. 

Style compares to: Joel Edmundsson 
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26. MONTREAL CANADIENS (from Calgary Flames) 

Right wing Filip Mesar — Poprad (Slovakia) 

Extremely smart and gifted playmaking winger is a regular in the Slovak 
league. Slick and speedy - gains the zone easily putting defenders on 
their heels with great dekes. Slippery, darts in and out of traffic and is 
always a moving target. An igniter and catalyst who makes superb 
passes with touch and plenty 

of imagination. Excellent vision and is able to rifle pinpoint passes 
through tight seams. Uses a very fast stick to steal away lots of pucks 
from defensemen on the forecheck. Gets in on defenders very quickly 
and 

exerts constant pressure on the puck. Always involved and buzzing 
around the net - has no fear of traffic. Bounces off checks easily – good 
balance. Not strong, but is tough to contain. 

Projection: Speedy, second line creative playmaking winger. 

Style compares to: Teuvo Teravainen 

27. SAN JOSE SHARKS (from Carolina Hurricanes via Montreal 
Canadiens and Arizona Coyotes) 

Center Filip Bystedt — Linkoping (Sweden) 

Center has great size, a scorer’s touch and deft playmaking capacity. Tall 
and gangly and still filling out his frame. Very good hands and vision; 
sees the whole ice and makes imaginative passes that generate chances 
out of nothing. Holds onto the puck an extra split second to give 
linemates time to burst to open ice, then gets them the puck with delicate 
saucer passes off both sides of the blade. Tremendous potential with so 
many strong attributes, but he's highly inconsistent. Will dominate one 
shift and create multiple chances, then is completely uninterested for the 
next several shifts. Can be strong on the puck and wins most one-on-one 
battles when interested, but mostly just stickchecks. Plays both special 
teams effectively, but is mostly just comatose with zero passion. 

Projection: Big third line center. 

Style compares to: Nicolas Roy 

28. BUFFALO SABRES (from Florida Panthers) 

Center Jiri Kulich — Karlovy Vary (Czech Republic) 

Tremendously smooth, fluid skater has terrific speed, instant acceleration 
and a world class top-end gear that provides easy separation. Led the 
under-18 worlds with nine goals and 39 shots on goal in six games, and 
was a dominant force every game. For a forward who does plenty of 
damage down low near the net, he was scoring on 50-foot, one-timers. 
Possesses really good hands in tight, regularly cashing in on deflections 
and rebounds. Makes plays into and out of traffic. Quick shot, no big 
wind-up. His success playing against men in the top Czech league all 
year is remarkable since he’s playing with limited upper body strength. 
Can be pushed off the puck but should become more effective with 
additional strength. 

Projection: Second line center with great speed and shot. 

Style compares to: Dylan Larkin 

29. ARIZONA COYOTES (from Edmonton Oilers) 

Defenseman Maveric Lamoureux — Drummondville (Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League) 

Gargantuan 6-7 defender with massive upside if he reaches his ceiling. 
Outstanding footwork and agility, skates like a 6-footer with smooth 
pivots and stunningly good lateral movement. Long limbs and uses a 
long stick that gives him the wingspan of a condor – uses it to control 
gaps and get his stick in passing lanes. Plays on the top power play. Not 
shy about handling the puck and skating it up through the neutral zone. 
Standout movement along the blue line laterally. Impossible to get past 

along the wall. Enjoys the physical aspect, though he does crosscheck 
too liberally and will take some dumb penalties. 

Projection: Enormous, physically intimidating defenseman. 

Style compares to: Colton Parayko 

30. WINNIPEG JETS (from New York Rangers) 

Center Brad Lambert — Lahti (Finland) 

No question he’s a special talent; he’s one of those players who can be 
invisible for 58 minutes, then elevate his game to break things wide open 
in the last two minutes. Highly dynamic with excellent puck skills and 
agility, but we’re concerned his development has plateaued. Received 
plenty of power play opportunities throughout the season but his 
offensive production continued to stagnate. Moved from Jyväskylä to 
Lahti after the world juniors but things didn’t really improve. Excellent 
skater with silky hands but inconsistent decision making and lack of 
composure means he often fails to make the most of offensive situations. 
Vision is off the charts, but he often tries to do too much on his own. 
Added 12 pounds of muscle, but he still gets pushed around easily. 

Projection: Second line speedster if he pans out, or fringe player if he 
doesn't. 

Style compares to: William Nylander ... or Alex Nylander 

31. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Left wing Isaac Howard — U.S. NTDP U-18 

This guy is not getting his due among the galaxy of offensive stars on the 
U.S. team. He’s one of the top three natural scorers in this year’s draft - 
everything he touches seems to go in the net. Has lightning hands and 
such a tremendous release. Makes toe drag moves straight into a blurry 
fast release that doesn’t give goalies a chance to get set. Always seems 
to pop up out of nowhere to fire one home – just has a great feel for 
when to break into open ice for an opportunity, and buries his chances. 
Flies around the ice, disrupting breakouts as an effective forechecker. 
Stretches defenses with his vertical speed and ability to catch pucks in 
full stride and pose a breakaway threat on every shift. Underrated passer 
and playmaker. What he lacks in physical stature, he makes up for in 
energy, skill and production. 

Projection: Natural scoring first/second liner. 

Style compares to: Joel Farabee 

32. EDMONTON OILERS (from Colorado Avalanche and Arizona 
Coyotes) 

Left wing Reid Schaefer — Seattle (Western Hockey League) 

Hulking winger  had 18 points during Seattle’s 17-game playoff run. 
We’ve always liked his combination of size and compete level, but lately 
he has displayed better hands and some dynamic goal scoring ability. 
Perhaps most intriguing is his physical development: A mere 5-11/175 
just four years ago, he has added nearly 40 pounds of muscle. Uses his 
size to bang/crash and dominate below the circles in offensive zone. 
Wins all the one-on-one battles and plants himself in the slot, where he 
can’t be moved. Wires home hard wristers with a good release. Stride is 
powerful, but he lacks first step quickness and lateral agility. 

Projection: Power winger who plays a heavy game. 

Style compares to: Pat Maroon 
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