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Carolina Hurricanes make seven picks on Day Two of 2022 NHL Draft in Montreal 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes did not have a first-round pick in the 
2022 NHL Draft in Montreal but had a busy Friday, with 
seven total selections. 

The Canes selected four Russians in those seven picks, 
making forward Gleb Trikozov their first choice of the draft at 
No. 60, in the second round. 

Carolina later traded away a pick, giving the Chicago 
Blackhawks the No. 188 selection in the sixth round for a 
sixth-round pick in the 2023 draft. 

Hurricanes Draft Choices 

Second round 

F Gleb Trikozov 

So much for NHL teams possibly shying away from drafting 
Russians this year. Trikozov, 17, is a 6-1, 185-pound forward 
from Omsk who played last season for Omsk Yastreby 
(MHL) and Omsk Krylia (VHL) and was ranked 15th among 
European skaters by NHL Central Scouting. 

Scouts call him a decent skater with good vision on the ice 
and an above-average shot. He played on the Russia U18 
team in the Hlinka Gretzky Cup as Russia took the gold. 

Canes assistant GM Darren Yorke: “He’s an incredibly high-
end offensive player. Really smart in transition with the 
puck.” 

Third round 

F Alexander Perevalov 

Another pick, another Russian forward. The Canes took 
Perevalov at No. 71, selecting a 6-foot, 191-pound winger 
who was ranked 14th among Euro skaters by NHL Central 
Scouting. 

Perevalov, 18, spent most of last season in the MHL junior 
league with Loko Yaroslavl (50 points in 42 games) but did 
play five games for Lokomotiv Yaroslavl in the KHL. He also 
was on Russia’s U18 team in the Hlinka Gretzky event, with 
five points in five games. 

Yorke: “High-end offensive player. Good skater. Another who 
had over a point-a-game at the MHL level.” 

Fourth round 

D Simon Forsmark 

The Canes took the Swedish defenseman with the No. 101 
pick acquired earlier Friday in the Tony DeAngelo trade with 
Philadelphia. Forsmark, listed at 6-2 and 191 pounds, is a 
left-handed shooter who was ranked 34th among EU skaters 
by NHL Central Scouting. 

Forsmark, said to be a good puck-handler who uses his size 
well, got in 40 games for Orebro HK in the SHL last season 
at age 18 and was in four playoff games. 

Yorke: “Big. left-handed D who is able to generate offense as 
well as be able to play strong defense.. He’s another player 
who we felt like could fit into how we want to play.” 

F Cruz Lucius 

Committed to play college hockey for Wisconsin after 
decommitting from Minnesota, where older brother Chaz 
played last season. Chaz Lucius was a first-round pick by 
Winnipeg last year. 

Cruz Lucius, a native of Grant, Minnesota, has been with 
USA Hockey’s National Team Development program the 
past two years. Despite a broken wrist, had 25 points in 33 
games last season and competed in the U18 World 
Championship. He was ranked 41st among North American 
skaters by NHL Central Scouting. 

Yorke. “Missed a little time with a broken wrist and it took him 
a little time to get up and running. One of our scouts has 
known him since he was 15 years old. High-end offensive 
player, great shot, great around the net.” 

Fifth round 

D Vladimir Grudinin 

The Russian D-man is a left-handed shot and isn’t a big guy 
at 5-10 and 159 pounds but has good quickness, allowing 
him to find open shooting and passing lanes. Got in six 
games with CSKA Moskva in the KHL last season while 
playing a combined 30 games in the VHL and MHL. 

Named to Russia’s World Junior Championship team, he 
appeared in two games before the tournament was 
postponed. 

Yorke: “Someone who played in Russia, played against men, 
played on the national team. Someone where you may look 
at his size and say ‘can you defend against men?’ (it’s) the 
way he skates, the way he holds tight gaps.” 

Sixth round 

G Jakub Vondras 

Yorke: “Someone who played in Russia, played against men, 
played on the national team. Someone where you may look 
at his size and say ‘can you defend against men?’ (it’s) the 
way he skates, the way he holds tight gaps.” 

Had a 22-5-0 record last season, splitting time with IHC 
Kralve Pisek U20 and HC Pizen U20. Was 10-5 in the 
playoffs with HC Pizen with a 1.91 goals-against average. 

Yorke: “Incredibly smart goalie. Quick to recognize side to 
side plays and has the power to get across.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 11, 2022 

 

D Alexander Pelevin 

The Canes closed out their draft picks by using No. 205 on 
Russian defenseman Alexander Pelevin, who was rated 61st 
among EU skaters by NHL Central Scouting. The report on 
him was that he’s a strong skater and a good defensive 

defenseman, but that his aggressiveness can lead to 
mistakes and penalties. 

Yorke: “ A little similar to Grudinin in being able to hold tight 
gaps, be able to get up in the play and join the rush.”

 

Carolina Hurricanes deal defenseman Tony DeAngelo to Flyers for three NHL draft picks 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes and defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
have parted ways after one season. 

The Canes on Friday dealt DeAngelo, a restricted free agent, 
to the Philadelphia Flyers for three draft picks just before the 
second day of the 2022 NHL Draft began in Montreal. 

The Canes sent DeAngelo and a 2022 seventh-round pick to 
the Flyers for a 2022 fourth-round pick, 2023 conditional 
third-round pick and a 2024 second-round selection. 

DeAngelo, 26, came to the Canes last year in free agency, 
agreeing to a one-year, $1 million contract as he looked to 
get a fresh start after a controversial departure from the New 
York Rangers. 

DeAngelo was often paired with defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
and quarterbacked the Canes’ top power-play unit. In 64 
games, he had 10 goals and 41 assists (51 points) and 
helped fill the void left by the free-agent departure of Dougie 
Hamilton after the 2021 season. 

DeAngelo said after the season that he hoped to sign an 
extension with the Hurricanes. 

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell told 
reporters in Montreal on Friday that the Canes were trying to 
re-sign DeAngelo until late Thursday night. Unable to reach 
an agreement, the Canes made the deal with the Flyers. 

“It’s not a player we were looking to move on from,” Waddell 
told the media. “But it’s the way things worked out and I wish 
Tony the best.” 

DeAngelo will receive a two-year contract with the Flyers 
paying $5 million a year, Frank Seravalli of Daily Faceoff 

reported Friday. A native of Sewell, New Jersey, he’ll be 
playing close to his hometown south of Philadelphia. 

“It’s a dream come true for me,” DeAngelo said Friday, his 
comments provided by the Flyers. “I was born in Jersey, but 
really my entire family besides myself comes from Philly. 
That’s where we lived. 

“Been a Flyers fan since the day I can remember. Like I said, 
it’s a dream come true. I just posted on Instagram. I could 
not be more excited to put the jersey over my shoulders. I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

Waddell said the Canes now would look to add a 
defenseman, saying, “There are lots of guys who are 
available. Some teams are trying to move guys because of 
the money and all that, so it might work out pretty well for 
us.” 

Dundon approved the DeAngelo signing last year when other 
NHL teams were taking a pass on a player bought out and 
released by the Rangers after an off-the-ice incident with a 
teammate. DeAngelo said a lot of perceived signing options 
“didn’t come to fruition,” but he found “open arms” with the 
Hurricanes. 

DeAngelo also said he enjoyed the way Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour handled his players and his coaching style. In 
Philadelphia, he’ll be playing for new Flyers coach John 
Tortorella. 

Asked Friday what he can provide for the Flyers, DeAngelo 
said: “I try to make offensive plays. At the same time, I think 
I’ve taken a lot of strides on the defensive side of the puck, 
too. That’s the main part of the game as a defenseman. You 
have got to defend. I think I’ve gotten better and better each 
year.”
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Now with Flyers, Tony DeAngelo said he ‘matured a lot’ during his season with Canes 

By Chip Alexander 

When Tony DeAngelo’s hockey career is over, one year with 
the Carolina Hurricanes may only be a small slice. 

But what an important slice. 

A year ago, DeAngelo was considered persona non grata by 
a lot of NHL teams. His past reputation for trouble and his 
ugly departure from the New York Rangers after an incident 
with a teammate left the defenseman’s future in doubt. 

Did anyone want this guy? The Hurricanes did. 

DeAngelo now belongs to the Philadelphia Flyers after the 
Canes on Friday traded him during the NHL draft. That came 
after protracted contract talks with Carolina and the inability 
to reach an agreement both sides liked. 

“We had a lot of talks with Carolina dating back to midway 
through the season,” DeAngelo said during a video news 
conference arranged by the Flyers. “We opened up 
extension discussions and stuff because we had a good year 
and successful run, even though we fell short in the playoffs. 

“It was a place I really liked. I loved playing for Rod 
Brind’Amour. He’s a fantastic coach. I was definitely 
interested in staying and they were interested in keeping me, 
but it was getting to the point we weren’t working anything 
out.” 

A restricted free agent, DeAngelo and his agent, Pat Brisson, 
were given permission by the Canes to talk with other teams. 
DeAngelo also said Saturday that he had several talks with 
Brind’Amour in the past week, hoping something could be 
arranged with the Hurricanes. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said the 
two sides continued to negotiate until late Thursday night, 
the first day of the draft. On Friday morning it was 
announced DeAngelo had been dealt to the Flyers for three 

draft picks, and it later was reported DeAngelo had signed a 
two-year contract with Philadelphia that averages $5 million 
a year. 

DeAngelo, a right-hand shooting D-man with offensive flair, 
is coming off a 51-point season with the Canes – a 
productive year that jump-started his career again after being 
bought out and dispatched by the Rangers, playing just six 
games in the condensed 2021 season. 

“He came in and did everything we asked him to do,” 
Waddell said Friday. “Players liked him, coach liked him.” 

DeAngelo joined with Jaccob Slavin on the Canes’ top 
defensive pairing. He ran the top power-play unit. An 
aggressive type, he thrived in Brind’Amour’s aggressive 
pressure style and DeAngelo’s defensive play, which had 
been suspect before coming to Carolina, improved with 
Slavin by his side helping keep his emotions in check. 

“I don’t think there’s anybody better in the league one on 
one,” DeAngelo said of Slavin. “We had a lot of man-to-man 
style there defending, so you’re really covering your own 
guy. ‘Slavo’ the way he was able to defend was impressive 
to watch. Best I’ve seen. We had great chemistry and 
balanced each other out well. It was a great partnership.” 

DeAngelo will have a new D partner in Philadelphia. He’ll 
have a new coach in John Tortorella. Having grown up in 
South Philly, and with family still there, he feels like he’s 
coming home to play for his hometown team. 

But a year with Carolina and Brind’Amour has him feeling 
better about his game and how his career now can play out. 

“I thought this year I matured a lot,” he said. “I had a year off 
hockey (after leaving New York), sitting around, waiting to 
get back in. When I had my opportunity to get back in the 
league and go to Carolina I just took advantage of it and tried 
to mature. I still played with that fire and that passion but I 
held the line on it really well.”
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More than half of Carolina Hurricanes’ 2022 NHL Draft picks rom Russia amid uncertainty 

By Kyle Williams 

The Carolina Hurricanes drafted four Russian players on Day 
2 of the 2022 NHL Draft at Montreal’s Bell Centre on Friday 
amid friction between that country and the United States and 
Canada. 

In the second round — with their first pick at No. 60 — 
Carolina picked forward Gleb Trikozov. The Canes then took 
forward Alexander Perevalov in the third round with pick No. 
71, defenseman Vladimir Grudinin in the fifth round (No. 
156), and defenseman Alexander Pelevin in the seventh 
round with their final selection (No. 205). 

There was some concern in NHL circles about selecting 
Russian players due to questions regarding their availability 
to play in North America during the war in Ukraine. Still, the 
Canes selected Russian players with more than half of their 
picks. 

“... How it worked out is really random,” Hurricanes assistant 
general manager Darren Yorke said. “We don’t go into any 
draft and think, ‘Let’s get one country over another.’ 

“We build our list irrespective of whatever passport they 
have. If other organizations thought they’d be risky, we didn’t 
see it that way.” 

There has always been some level of risk in drafting 
prospects from Russia. Even before the current conflict, 
some Russian players elected to remain in their home 
country and play in the leagues there instead of comring to 
North America. Now, travel restrictions in response to 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have put the NHL in an 
uncomfortable position of not knowing if picks will be allowed 
out of the country. Last month, prior to the start of the 
Stanley Cup Final between the Lightning and Avalanche, the 
NHL announced Russian and Belarussian players on the 
respective rosters would not be allowed to take the Cup to 
their home countries this summer to celebrate. 

“I think it’s probably not a good idea for us or the clubs to get 
involved in the politics of what’s going on in Russia,” NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman told reporters in Montreal for 
the draft. “And I think the players need to make sure that 
they’re comfortable in what they’re doing and where they are 
doing it.” 

Last season, there were 41 Russian-born players in the NHL. 
It is unknown if players who played last season in Europe 
would be able to play in the NHL next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers goaltending prospect Ivan Fedotov was 
recently sent to a remote military base in Russia for allegedly 
trying to elude military service, his agent, J.P. Barry told The 
Associated Press. He has been accused of purchasing a 
fake military ID from a high-ranking military officer. Fedotov 
— the Russians’ starting goalie for its team that won the 
silver medal at the Beijing Olympics — was selected by the 
Flyers in the seventh round of the 2015 NHL Draft and has 
since played in Russia. 

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February, the NHL 
severed ties with the Kontinental Hockey League. NHL 
teams now have to communicate with the Russian Central 
Registry about players in order to sign them to contracts. The 
NHL can still sign players from the KHL, but must work with 
the Central Registry to show “independent written evidence 
demonstrating that the player is entirely free of any and all 
potentially conflicting contractual obligations in the KHL for 
2022-23 and beyond,” as noted by NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly in memo issued to the league’s 
general mangers in March. 

When asked who to expect at the Hurricanes’ Prospect 
Development Camp at Invisalign Arena — beginning Sunday 
and running through July 14 — Yorke didn’t mention any 
Russian players.
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Carolina Hurricanes prospect camp roster, which includes brother of defenseman, is set 

By Kyle Williams 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 2022 Prospects Development 
Camp roster is set. Jeremiah Slavin, a 17-year-old 
defenseman and the brother of Canes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, is among the 21 players who will participate in the 
camp, which began Sunday at Invisalign Arena and runs 
through July 14. 

Jeremiah Slavin recently played in the United States Hockey 
League (USHL) for the Muskegon Lumberjacks. In 42 games 
with the Lumberjacks, he totaled four penalty minutes. 

The Canes also invited Raleigh native Devin Phillips to 
camp. The 20-year-old forward, who is committed to play at 
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
played 45 games in the Alberta Junior Hockey League 
(AJHL), scoring 91 points. 

The Canes’ camp roster also features three of Carolina’s 
2022 draft picks in forward Cruz Lucius, defenseman Simon 
Forsmark and goaltender Jakub Vondras. 

During the five-day camp, players will go through a mix of 
on-ice training and skills sessions, culminating in a 3-on-3 
session on the last day. The on-ice sessions will be open to 
the public. 

2022 Prospects Development Camp Roster 

Skaters: 

Lucas Cruz, right winger; Bobby Orr, right winger; Justin 
Robidas, center; Jackson Blake, right winger; Scott Morrow, 
defenseman; Bryce Montgomery, defenseman; Simon 
Forsmark, defenseman; Alexander Pashin, right winger; 
Cade Webber, defenseman; Massimo Rizzo, center; 
Jeremiah Slavin, defenseman; Domenick Fensore, 
defenseman; Devin Phillips, forward; Eric Cooley, right 
winger; Lucas Mercuri, center; Nicholas Nardella, forward; 
Joe Arntsen, defenseman; Sam McGinley, defenseman. 

Goalies: 

Jakub Vondras; Nikita Quapp; Dylan Ernst.
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Hurricanes trade Tony DeAngelo to Flyers for draft picks 

By Pierre LeBrun and Charlie O'Connor 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo and a 2022 seventh-round draft pick to the 
Philadelphia Flyers, both sides announced. In exchange, the 
Hurricanes received a 2022 fourth-round pick, a 2023 third-
round pick and a 2024 second-round pick. 

Following the trade, DeAngelo and the Flyers agreed to a 
two-year extension worth a $5 million average annual value, 
sources told The Athletic. 

DeAngelo, 26, signed as a free agent with Carolina last 
summer. He tallied 10 goals and a career-high 41 assists in 
64 games played with the team.  

Prior to that, he spent one season with the Arizona Coyotes 
and four seasons with the New York Rangers after the 
Tampa Bay Lightning selected him in the first round of the 
2014 draft. 

For more on the NHL Draft, follow The Athletic's live 
coverage here.  

Why were the Hurricanes willing to trade DeAngelo? 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: Despite a quiet first day 
at the draft, expect the Canes to have a busy offseason. 
Including DeAngelo, the team had 10 in-house free agents to 
take care of with around $20 million in cap space.  

For a team already averse to overpaying, hard decisions are 
inevitable. The first one was DeAngelo — they were 

adamant about paying him less than a $5 million cap hit and 
stuck to that.  

DeAngelo had a productive season, leading the blue line in 
scoring and quarterbacking the power play. But he faded out 
at the end of the playoffs, and the Canes need to focus on 
bolstering their forward group and can't keep everyone — 
especially not at a $4 million raise. 

How does DeAngelo fit with the Flyers? 

Charlie O'Connor, Flyers beat writer: In truth, DeAngelo's fit 
isn't immediately obvious. The Flyers had a need for a third-
pair righthanded defenseman, but given the price paid — 
both in terms of draft picks and the $5 million cap hit he'll be 
receiving — he presumably won't merely be used in that role.  

Rasmus Ristolainen is locked in on the second pair at a $5.1 
million cap hit. And Ryan Ellis ($6.25 million) was acquired 
last summer to be the Flyers' 1RD. 

It's the Ellis situation that very well could explain why the 
Flyers targeted DeAngelo. Ellis appeared in just four games 
last season due to a "multi-layered pelvic issue," and as 
recently as last week, had not yet moved to on-ice work as 
part of his rehab. Trading for DeAngelo and signing him to a 
significant cap hit doesn't make much sense if the Flyers are 
confident Ellis will be back for Game 1 of the season. If they 
have legitimate worries that his recovery isn't going as they 
hoped, however, DeAngelo makes a lot more sense as a 
backup option if Ellis can't successfully return.
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NHL trade grades: Breaking down the DeAngelo, Husso and Vanecek deals 

By Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille and more 

The trade 

Flyers get: Defenseman Tony DeAngelo and a seventh-
round pick, No. 220, in 2022. 

Hurricanes get: A fourth-round pick, No. 101, in 2022; a third-
round pick in 2023, and a second-round pick in 2024. 

This is a win for the Hurricanes. Strictly from a business 
perspective, they took a gamble on Tony DeAngelo with a 
cheap contract. Carolina reaped the benefits of the offense 
the defenseman clearly can create, saw the downsides when 
he couldn’t maintain his discipline, and moved him before 
investing any further. Instead of paying the pending restricted 
free agent the raise he was looking for, they flipped him to a 
team to recoup draft assets. 

On the other side of the equation, this was a choice for the 
Flyers. Flipping a second, third, and fourth-rounder for a 
player as volatile as DeAngelo when their blue line isn’t 
exactly stellar was indeed a decision. If management wanted 
a puck-mover, they could have just kept Shayne 
Gostisbehere instead of trading him last year. Maybe 
management feels he’s the offensive defender they hoped 
Keith Yandle was going to be this past season. But for as 
much offense as he can create, DeAngelo can still allow 
quite a bit back if he doesn’t have a defensively sound 
partner (like you know, one of the best in Jaccob Slavin). 

Then there’s the rest of the chaos that comes with the 
package. It’s possible Chuck Fletcher feels that the 
defenseman will stay in line under the direction of John 
Tortorella, but it’s certainly a risk to take. If Ryan Ellis isn’t 
healthy to start next season, the right side of the depth chart 
kicks off with Rasmus Ristolainen and DeAngelo. 

The contract itself, a two-year contract worth $5 million on 
average, really isn’t a problem thanks to the term. It’s the 
investment to acquire a player with character concerns and 
the current makeup of the Flyers’ blue line that is suspect. 

Flyers: C 
Hurricanes: A- 

— Shayna Goldman 

The trade 

Devils get: Goalie Vitek Vanecek and a second-round pick, 
No. 46, in 2022. 

Capitals get: A second-round pick, No. 37, and a third-round 
pick, No. 70, in 2022. 

The thing about this one is that the most obvious question — 
“Is Vitek Vanecek good?” — isn’t quite the correct one. Has 
he been? Not really. He’s at .908 in his 79-game career. He 
was also at .908 in 2021-22 with a goals saved above 
expected of -2.85. Nothing great — and then he short-
circuited in the playoffs. He and Ilya Samsonov both had 
chances to establish themselves as the Capitals’ No. 1 guy, 
and both failed. It was time for Washington to do something 
different, and getting picks 37 and 70 for Vanecek was 

decent enough. He’s about to be an RFA and, again, nothing 
special. 

“Nothing special” for the Devils, though, represents a gigantic 
upgrade. They were a solid team that was submarined by 
goaltending, particularly in the form of Mackenzie 
Blackwood, who’s gotten progressively worse after a solid 
two-season start to his career. New Jersey can make a 
playoff run with “nothing special.” With an already thin 
goaltending market starting to thin out, it was time to make a 
move. The price is fine even if Vanecek tops out at mediocre 
— at least they tried — and there’s at least some chance it 
winds up better than that. 

Devils: B- 
Capitals: C+ 

— Sean Gentille 

The trade 

Red Wings get: Goalie Ville Husso 

Blues get: A third-round pick, No. 73, in 2022. 

A minor deal in the grand scheme of things — we don’t 
usually assess trades for negotiating rights — but this one is 
intriguing due to the free-agent goalie landscape. The 
options are dwindling quickly and the Red Wings were wise 
to cut the line and snag their guy before the market even 
opens. 

Ville Husso was looking like one of the better options out 
there after a strong sophomore season and the eventual 
contract he earned is definitely sensible. In 40 games last 
year, Husso saved 13 goals above expected off the strength 
of a .919 save percentage. That ranked seventh in the entire 
league. In that sense, the Red Wings did really well here. 

The concern comes from lessons learned last season with 
Alex Nedeljkovic, a move that carried a similar vibe. 
Excellent numbers … in a small sample. How trustworthy is 
that? It’s always tough to say with goalies, but the safe bet is 
not to expect Husso to be as good as he was in 2021-22. 
That’s especially true since he tailed off in the second half 
after a scorching first half. Expect a serviceable starter, with 
a lot of room for error. 

It’s a decent bet, but it does carry some risk in terms of on-
ice performance. The cost to get his negotiating rights wasn’t 
high though and that’s the key. There aren’t a lot of options 
left out there and Detroit did well getting ahead. As for the 
Blues — any time you can get anything for a player not 
coming back is a win. 

Blues: B+ 
Red Wings: B 

Hurricanes look shrewd in Tony DeAngelo trade, but their 
real work starts now 

By Sara Civian 

MONTREAL — Day 1 of the 2022 NHL Draft was quiet for 
the Hurricanes on the surface, with no first-round pick due to 
the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet and no deals completed. 
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But behind the scenes, they were working the phones, as 
they have been since the first day of the offseason, and 
having conversations around the Bell Centre draft floor. 
Between their RFAs and UFAs, they came into the draft with 
10 in-house free agents to take care of and roughly $20 
million in cap space. 

As of Friday midday, you can make that nine. Restricted free 
agent Tony DeAngelo was the first domino to fall. The Canes 
traded his rights and a 2022 seventh-round pick to the Flyers 
for a 2024 second-round pick, 2023 third-round pick and 
2022 fourth-round pick. 

Philadelphia promptly got to work on an extension for 
DeAngelo: 

DeAngelo, who signed with the Hurricanes on a one-year, $1 
million deal last offseason, is a polarizing figure, and 
reactions to the trade reflect that. He did have a game 
misconduct in the regular season for shooting a rubber rat 
that was thrown on the ice, and there was the playoff stick 
incident. But DeAngelo generally kept his head down, stayed 
out of any real trouble and, by all accounts, was well-liked in 
the locker room. 

From a hockey standpoint, DeAngelo did exactly what he 
needed to do for the Canes throughout the regular season. 
His $1 million contract ended up one of the best values in the 
league, as he led Hurricanes defensemen in scoring and tied 
for fourth-most points on the team with 10 goals and 51 
points in 64 games. His advanced analytics were sound, with 
a 55.42 percent expected goals rate and a 66.33 percent 
goals rate at five-on-five. He averaged 16:37 at even 
strength and 3:02 on the power play. He could hang with 
partner Jaccob Slavin, and Slavin said multiple times he 
enjoyed playing with DeAngelo and welcomed his “intensity.” 

DeAngelo also provided a much-needed right-hand shot on 
the power play and was able to produce there consistently as 
the replacement for the much more expensive Dougie 
Hamilton. As the power play tapered off at the end of the 
year, though, so did DeAngelo. After scoring 33 points in the 
first 32 games, he finished with 18 in his last 32. He led all 
Hurricanes in scoring in the first round against the Bruins, 
with a goal and seven assists, although that’s partially 
because the forwards were struggling to score. He faded 
away completely against his former Rangers team in the 
second round, with two assists in seven games. 

Regardless of the second round, everyone knew he’d be 
getting a raise. The question was, “How high?” 

My sense is the Hurricanes were adamant on keeping 
DeAngelo’s cap hit well under $5 million, and DeAngelo’s 
camp was obviously correctly convinced he could get $5 
million on the market. The Canes figured they’d cut their 
losses and get a few picks out of DeAngelo instead of letting 
him walk for free. 

“Up until late last night, we were still trying to sign the 
player,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said at Bell Centre on 
Friday. “It became apparent that we couldn’t get him signed. 
I called (Flyers GM) Chuck (Fletcher) and we worked it out 
last night.” 

Taking on cap space in a player-for-player trade would’ve 
defeated the purpose of trading DeAngelo in the first place, 
so I like the return here. If there’s an adequate plan to 
replace him. The Hurricanes might now need to overspend 
for a player who can help them score more goals, but 
spending 25 percent of their allowance on DeAngelo feels 
like too much in the grand scheme. They still have a few big 
internal questions to answer, like what to do on RFA Martin 
Necas and UFAs Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck. 
According to a team source, the team isn’t close on Necas, 
and Niederreiter and Trocheck are hitting the market. 

The front office has its work cut out from here, and although 
the Canes avoided overpaying DeAngelo, they now also 
have a first-pairing-defenseman-sized hole to fill. 

Waddell said on locker cleanout day that Jake Gardiner has 
fully recovered from his back and hip surgeries and is 
expected to show up to camp. So an early crack at the 
defensive depth chart looks like this: 

Jaccob Slavin-??? 
Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 
Jalen Chatfield-Jake Gardiner 

Even if — and this is a significant if — Gardiner is fully 
healthy and up to speed, the Canes are now in the market 
for a top-four defenseman, preferably a right shot with 
power-play capabilities. The pressure is on, because this 
team will be significantly worse without true replacements for 
DeAngelo, Trocheck and/or Niederreiter. But last offseason, 
this front office proved plenty of people wrong, and in a 
vacuum, they just got a career season out of a depreciating 
asset and flipped him for three picks. 

“Lots of guys are available,” Waddell said. “This puts us in a 
better position because a lot of teams are trying to move 
guys because of money and all of that. It might work out 
pretty well for us.”
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2022 NHL Draft grades, analysis for every pick from Corey Pronman 

By Corey Pronman 

The 2022 NHL Draft concluded today. With seven rounds of 
picks recorded, I end my coverage of this draft by giving my 
opinion on how I think the clubs did based on my knowledge 
of the players selected in the way of a draft grade. 

The only way I can sanely and fairly go about this exercise is 
to assign grades based on which team added the most by 
way of draft picks to the organization. I don’t account for 
players acquired by trade, how well a player fits into the 
organization, or whether a team reached or got potential 
value on a pick. This is a ranking showing who got the most 
talent in the draft, divided by tiers represented by a letter 
grade. Teams are listed by their grade, but teams with the 
same grade are listed alphabetically. 

To those who don’t like this type of exercise because you 
think a draft can’t be evaluated until five years later, or who 
want me to assign the grades based on how I think a team 
should have done relative to their pick slot, or incorporating 
trades, your concerns are heard — but we’re still doing this 
anyway. 

Montréal Canadiens: A+ 

The host team brought in the most talent into their 
organization at the draft floor in my eyes. They started off by 
grabbing the best player in the draft in Juraj Slafkovsky. They 
then added highly skilled players in winger Filip Mesar and 
defenseman Lane Hutson, a two-way forward in Owen Beck, 
and with a high quantity of picks they selected various guys 
later on who I believe at least have a chance to play. I think 
this is a draft that could produce at least two or three NHL 
players for the Habs — and ones who can make a 
difference. 

Seattle Kraken: A 

The Kraken got my No. 2–ranked prospect in Shane Wright 
at the No. 4 overall pick. This high grade isn’t just about 
Wright though, as I’m a big fan of wingers Jagger Firkus and 
Jani Nyman, whom Seattle acquired early on day two. With a 
high volume of picks, the Kraken got a lot of talented players 
into their system who I think at least have a shot to play 
games. In Wright I see a future impact NHLer; Firkus I think 
is a top-nine forward and I can see one more regular coming 
from this group. 

Arizona Coyotes: A- 

The Coyotes got the player with arguably the most upside in 
the draft in Logan Cooley. After that they went to work 
adding a lot of big guys who can play into their system. I can 
debate whether I’d have taken Maveric Lamoureux at 29 or 
Artem Duda at 36, but in the totality of the draft the talent 
they brought in was quite significant. This was an important 
week for the Coyotes rebuild. The work is not close to over 
yet — they still need a lot more talent — but I can see 
Cooley and Conor Geekie becoming important players for 
them long-term and at least one more regular coming from 
this class, if not more. 

Buffalo Sabres: A- 

I was a big fan of how Buffalo approached this draft. They 
acquired a lot of skill, hockey sense and scoring touch in the 
top four rounds to go with a top goalie prospect in Topias 
Leinonen. I could quibble with a few things — Noah Ostlund 
at 16 was a tad high for me personally, even though the NHL 
industry roughly had him there. That said, I like a lot of the 
players they brought in and can envision several quality 
regulars coming out of this draft, including a projected good 
top-six forward in Matthew Savoie. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: A- 

I liked the talent Columbus targeted in this draft. On day one 
they added a massive injection of talent to their blue line in 
David Jiricek and Denton Mateychuk. I’m also a Luca Del Bel 
Belluz fan; he was their first pick on day two. I can envision 
all three of those players becoming quality NHLers, with 
Jiricek having the potential to be a top-of-the-lineup player. I 
was a fan of their later swings too and see other picks here 
who have shots to make it. 

Anaheim Ducks: B+ 

The theme from this draft for Anaheim was clear in the top 
two rounds. They added significantly to their blue line, which 
was a priority need in their system, and they added a lot of 
size. I see their two first-round picks, Pavel Mintyukov and 
Nathan Gaucher, becoming important parts of their lineup 
one day. If either of their second-round picks, Noah Warren 
or Tristan Luneau, can turn into an NHL player as well this 
class can be a true success. 

Chicago Blackhawks: B+ 

This was a highly interesting and impactful week for the 
Chicago organization. Let’s start with the good. I think Kevin 
Korchinski and Frank Nazar project to become important 
players of the future for their team. Through several other 
picks Chicago also added players with legit upside, and I 
could see several NHL players coming from this draft. I could 
quibble with the ranges Korchinski and Sam Rinzel went in, 
but that’s roughly where other teams were going to pick them 
as well. The loss of Kirby Dach and Alex DeBrincat, while 
massive, is not incorporated into this grade. This is all about 
their draft and what it means. I like the players they brought 
in; this is a strong draft for Chicago, but given what they had 
to do to make it happen, I would argue you’d hope for a little 
more too. 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 

The Wild’s draft will likely be defined by Danila Yurov, who 
went 24th overall despite being a mostly consensus top 10-
12 talent in the scouting world due to his KHL contract. Liam 
Ohgren is going to play and help a team. There’s other 
players they got on day two who I think have varying 
chances to do so too. But if Yurov comes to Minnesota in a 
reasonable amount of time and is the player many think he 
can be, this will be a good draft for the Wild. 
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New Jersey Devils: B+ 

New Jersey adding a true top-flight defense prospect in 
Simon Nemec, someone they can envision running their 
power play one day. They also added Seamus Casey, who I 
think will play games on their back-end. Only two picks in the 
top 102 prevents this class from being overly deep, and it will 
likely come down to just how good Nemec can be. Currently 
the answer to that, I think, is a legit top-of-the-lineup guy. 

Winnipeg Jets: B+ 

Even though Brad Lambert predictably fell hard in the draft, 
he’s still a very good — albeit imperfect — player. Lambert 
and McGroarty are top forwards whom I can see becoming 
top-nine forwards in the NHL or better. I think the Jets’ next 
two picks, Elias Salomonsson and Danny Zhilkin, also have 
solid chances to play. 

Carolina Hurricanes: B 

It’s clear Carolina viewed the league’s wariness around 
Russian players as an opportunity as they drafted three 
players in their first five picks who are on KHL deals. I like a 
lot of players they drafted, but not picking until 60 prevents 
this class from having that true top name. I think all of Gleb 
Trikozov, Alexander Perevalov, Cruz Lucius and Simon 
Forsmark will play games, hence the B grade even without a 
true top prospect. 

Dallas Stars: B 

The Ontario defensemen Dallas drafted in Christian Kyrou 
and George Fegaras all have some shot to make it, but this 
class for me is all about their first pick, Lian Bichsel. I love his 
upside, and if he hits, you could get an impactful top-four 
defenseman. If he doesn’t and he’s a low-offense PK type, 
you’re not as excited about this group. 

Detroit Red Wings: B 

Marco Kasper is an excellent prospect and one I think will 
become an important top-six center for the Red Wings. Their 
day two was interesting. I get the Dylan James bet and I 
think he plays games. Dmitri Buchelnikov was a big swing for 
a guy who was covertly garnering NHL interest. It was high 
for me, but I respect the attempt on his skill and scoring. I 
think this draft will largely come down to how good Kasper is, 
and I think he will help the Wings a lot. 

Nashville Predators: B 

Nashville’s internal needs likely pointed to drafting 
defensemen, but Joakim Kemell at 17 was likely too much 
talent to pass up. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 
With no other pick until 82 this draft class isn’t the deepest 
and will likely be driven by how good Kemell is. 

Philadelphia Flyers: B 

The Flyers didn’t have a ton of high picks, but the one they 
did have was an excellent player in Cutter Gauthier at No. 5. 
I get why some had reservations on this player, but his 
potential is massive, and if he hits, you have a true 
foundational player to build around in Philly. After Cutter 
there wasn’t a ton I was excited about, even if I also see legit 
upside in Devin Kaplan. This class will be defined by whether 

Gauthier becomes the player the Flyers think he can be, and 
I think he has a solid chance to do so. 

San Jose Sharks: B 

Filip Bystedt at 27 was a tad high for me overall by the 
Sharks, but I get what they were trying to do. In terms of pure 
upside he was easily top 20 in the draft and I appreciate the 
swing. There was a clear bet on tools in size and skating in 
this draft to go with the highly skilled undersized defenseman 
Mattias Havelid. I could see at least one quality regular from 
this class, and if either Bystedt or Cam Lund hit I think you’re 
getting a real player. 

St. Louis Blues: B 

I don’t know as a Blues fan if you’re jumping up and down 
about this draft, but I like it to the extent that when I look at 
their first four picks in Jimmy Snuggerud, Aleksanteri 
Kaskimaki, Michael Buchinger and Arseni Koromyslov I can 
see the argument they could all play games. Snuggy is the 
name in this draft and the likeliest to play an important role, 
but the depth to this class isn’t too bad given they didn’t have 
a ton of high picks. 

Vancouver Canucks: B 

The Elias Pettersson jokes aside for a moment (I think he is 
a fine player in the third round), the Canucks’ draft is all 
about Jonathan Lekkerimaki. if he becomes the top-six 
winger some scouts think he can be, you’re happy with this 
class. If not, I don’t see a ton of quality depth in this group 
other than a couple of names I think have chances to make 
it. 

Washington Capitals: B 

The Capitals’ draft is a complicated one to grade. I think 
Ryan Chesley is a good player and will help the Caps down 
the line. This all comes down to Ivan Miroshnichenko. If he 
recovers as a player and person due to his health concerns 
and gets back to who he was a year ago the Capitals could 
easily have one of the better draft classes. If not, it’s hard to 
see too many NHL games from this group. 

Los Angeles Kings: B- 

Los Angeles traded away their first, so not picking until 51 
and then not again until 103 hurts this class. I still think all 
things considered they got some pieces to help their system. 
Jack Hughes in the most likely player here to play and I think 
he will, and in the later rounds there are a couple players I 
can buy having legit chances to make it. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: B- 

Toronto didn’t pick high or often, but even with that in mind I 
think you’re still looking at their class and seeing some NHL 
potential. Fraser Minten I think will play, and there are 
several other prospects I think have chances to make it. In 
particular, the re-entry goalie Dennis Hildeby is intriguing. 
Realistically though you’re looking at one NHL player from 
this class in Minten. 

New York Rangers: B- 

The Rangers didn’t have many high picks but the few they 
had I liked what they did. I think both Adam Sykora and 
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Bryce McConell-Barker have legit chances to become NHL 
players, even if likely at the bottom of a lineup. 

Edmonton Oilers: C+ 

I love Reid Schaefer and think he can become a middle-of-
the-lineup NHL winger, but after him the Oilers didn’t pick 
again until 158, giving this draft class very little depth beyond 
Schaefer. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: C+ 

Pittsburgh only had one pick in the first three rounds, but I 
think that player, Owen Pickering, can help their team and be 
a solid regular NHL defenseman. After him I don’t see a ton 
in the later picks so it becomes about how good Pickering 
will be. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: C+ 

Isaac Howard is a very good player and projects as a top-
nine winger. After him I respect the dice rolls Tampa made 
on Nick Malik, Lucas Edmonds and Connor Kurth, but they 
all seem like long shots to varying degrees, even though 
they’re all talented. If Howard scores as a pro you’ll be happy 
with his group, but it’s not a guarantee. 

New York Islanders: C 

The Islanders didn’t pick until 65 in this draft. I think their first 
three picks — Calle Odelius, Quinn Finley and Isaiah George 
— all have shots to become NHL players, but I can’t sit here 
today and tell you for sure that any of them will make it. 

Ottawa Senators: C 

The Senators’ draft was a mixed bag for me. I like Tomas 
Hamara at 84 a lot, and some of their later picks I buy having 
chances to make it. I get what they saw in Filip Nordberg, but 
64 was quite high for me. We just see that one and Oskar 
Pettersson at 72 differently, and time will tell who was right. 

Vegas Golden Knights: C 

Vegas didn’t have a first rounder this year. I think you can 
envision second-round pick Matyas Sapovaliv or third-round 
pick Jordan Gustafson helping their team, but that’s likely it 
from this group. 

Boston Bruins: C- 

Boston only had one pick in the top 117 and that one pick — 
Matthew Poitras at 54 — is just something I wasn’t a believer 
in. He’s a fine prospect but I just don’t see a guy you’re 
confident is going to play in the NHL. 

Calgary Flames: C- 

Calgary had three draft picks at 59, 155 and 219, so Flames 
fans realistically knew this wasn’t going to be an exciting 
class. Topi Ronni has a chance to make it as a bottom-six 
center but otherwise I don’t expect much. 

Florida Panthers: C- 

Florida didn’t pick until 93 in this draft, and even though they 
had quite a few selections from thereon out, I personally just 
saw the players they picked differently — especially Marek 
Alscher at 93. I don’t know how many NHL games are 
coming from this group of seven picks, even though I can 
envision a path for some to make it. 

Colorado Avalanche: D 

Colorado didn’t have much to do on the draft floor, with only 
a sixth- and seventh-round pick, the byproduct of many deals 
made to make their NHL team better. Flags Fly Forever, so I 
imagine there are no regrets on that front. But there’s an 
obvious reality that the Avs added very little to their prospect 
pool this week.
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Hurricanes trade Tony DeAngelo’s rights to Flyers for 3 picks 

Carolina received second-, third- and fourth-round picks for 
the defenseman 

By Cory Lavalette 

MONTREAL — The Tony DeAngelo experiment is over. 

The controversial defenseman was traded to the 
Philadelphia Flyers along with a 2022 seventh-round pick in 
exchange for second-, third- and fourth-round picks on 
Friday at the NHL Draft in Montreal, ending his tenure in 
Raleigh after one season in which he had 51 points and 
resurrected his career. 

Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said before the first round of 
the NHL Draft in Montreal on Thursday that the team had 
been negotiating with the restricted free agent on a deal that 
would keep him in Raleigh “for a few years,” but Waddell 
said there was a “difference of opinion” on what the dollar 
amounts should be on such a deal. 

“We were trying to obviously talk about an extension and just 
didn’t get any place with it,” Waddell said. “There were teams 
that were interested, so we did our best to maximize the 
return value.” 

In return for the rights to DeAngelo — who was one year 
away from being eligible for unrestricted free agency and 
reportedly signed a two-year deal worth $5 million annually 
with the Flyers following the trade — Carolina received three 
picks: the 101st pick in this year’s draft, with which they 
Swedish defenseman Simon Forsmark; a third-round pick in 
2023; and a second-round pick in 2024. 

It’s the second straight year Carolina has parted ways with 
its top-scoring defenseman. 

DeAngelo was signed by the Hurricanes to a one-year, $1 
million contract last offseason after his tumultuous departure 
from the Rangers the year before. He and Ethan Bear were 
brought in to fill the hole left in the lineup when Dougie 
Hamilton signed a seven-year, $63 million deal with the 
Devils last summer. 

While Bear performed below expectations, seemingly never 
bouncing back from an early-season bout with COVID-19, 
DeAngelo outperformed them. 

The 26-year-old was close to a point-per-game player for the 
first six months of the season, scoring 10 goals and adding 
35 assists in his first 50 games in a Hurricanes’ sweater 
while helping the team’s power play overcome the departure 

of Hamilton. Most importantly, the on- and off-ice issues that 
have plagued him in the past were not problems during his 
time with the Hurricanes. 

But DeAngelo struggled in the season’s final month, 
registering just six assists in 14 games. Then in the 
postseason, DeAngelo managed eight points in the seven-
game opening-round win over the Bruins but stumbled 
against his former team, managing just two assists as the 
Rangers eliminated Carolina in seven games. 

“He came in and did everything that we had asked him to 
do,” Waddell said when asked to assess DeAngelo’s one 
season in Raleigh. “He had a very good regular season. The 
playoffs, first round, was good; second round, maybe not so 
good. But overall, he carried himself very well. … Players 
liked him, coach liked him. 

“It was not a player that we were looking to move on from, 
but it’s the way things worked out and I wish Tony the best.” 

Waddell said it “was more probably the money” than the 
length of a possible contract that derailed negotiations on a 
new deal between DeAngelo and Carolina. Waddell said the 
team was trying to find common ground with DeAngelo’s 
camp until late Thursday. 

“When it became apparent that we couldn’t get him signed,” 
Waddell said, “I called (Flyers GM) Chuck (Fletcher) and we 
worked it out last night.” 

DeAngelo returns home with the deal — he was born in 
Sewell, New Jersey, which is about 20 miles outside of 
Philadelphia. 

Fletcher said he thought DeAngelo would complement 
Philadelphia’s current defense corps under new coach John 
Tortorella. 

“I know Torts is very excited to work with him,” Fletcher said. 
He also added that the team hopes to put DeAngelo in 
situations where he wouldn’t have to defend as much. 
DeAngelo often played difficult minutes last season 
alongside Jaccob Slavin. 

Waddell, meanwhile, didn’t think needing to add a top-four 
defenseman would put them in a bad situation when 
negotiating with other teams. 

“Some teams are trying to move guys because of money and 
all that, so it might work out pretty well for us.”
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Hurricanes make 7 picks, including 4 Russians, on Day 2 of NHL Draft 

Carolina selected three wingers, three defenseman and a 
goalie on Friday in Montreal 

By Cory Lavalette 

MONTREAL — The Hurricanes weren’t very involved on the 
first day of the NHL Draft in Montreal, but Carolina made 
sure to be a big part of Day 2. 

While Carolina didn’t do anything stunning with their seven 
selections on Day 2 at Bell Centre, they did alter their 
defense by trading the rights to restricted free agent Tony 
DeAngelo to Philadelphia for the 101st pick along with a 
third-rounder in 2023 and a second in 2024. 

There was a theme with the seven players the Hurricanes 
selected. As usual, the focus was on talent. But Hurricanes 
assistant general manager Darren Yorke, who runs the 
team’s draft, doesn’t see Carolina’s draft tendencies as being 
high-risk, high-reward. 

“I think we’ll swing for the fences,” Yorke said. “But I don’t 
know how much riskier that is than any other pick. I think risk 
is really determined by what pick you’re at. … We’re trying to 
find players that we feel like have the highest chance to have 
the highest impact in the National Hockey League.” 

Carolina went overseas for six of their seven choices, 
drafting four Russians, a Swedish defenseman, a goalie from 
Czechia and a University of Wisconsin-bound forward from 
Minnesota. There was concern ahead of that draft that 
Russian prospects may slide because of the uncertainty 
surrounding the ongoing war in Ukraine, but Carolina said 
that didn’t impact their draft. 

“We don’t go into any draft and think, ‘Let’s get one country 
over another,’” Yorke said. “It’s sort of we build our list 
irrespective of whatever passport they have. If other 
organizations thought they’d be risky, we just didn’t see it 
that way.” 

Only one of the seven players was in Montreal this week, but 
Carolina was expecting three of the newest Hurricanes to be 
in Raleigh for next week’s prospect development camp. 

Here’s a look at the seven players Carolina drafted on 
Friday. 

Gleb Trikozov, LW 

2nd round, 60th overall 
6-foot-1, 185 pounds; Omsk, Russia 

NSJ rank: 50th 

With their first selection of the draft, Carolina drafted the first 
of four Russians they would take on Day 2 in Montreal. 

And true to form, the Hurricanes targeted talent in taking 
Trikozov. 

“He’s an incredibly high-end offensive player,” Yorke said of 
Trikozov, “and really young, August birthday. … He’s really 
smart transition to the puck and carrying it from the neutral 
zone into the offensive zone.” 

Trikozov was the 15th-ranked European skater by NHL 
Central Scouting but had a first-round grade from several 

draft analysts, including Elite Prospects (22nd) along with 
DobberHockey and McKeen’s (both 26th). 

The Hurricanes are likely banking on Trikozov’s elite vision 
translating to production as he develops. In Russia’s junior 
league, the MHL, Trizokov had 23 goals and 22 assists in 35 
games last season. 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

The Hockey News: “Dynamic talent has skill, size and length, 
but scouts would like to see more consistency.” 

Elite Prospects: “There’s top-six upside here, but it’s going to 
take a rigorous development regimen to bring out the best in 
him.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “He can create for himself with 
his skill while also showing great vision and instincts as a 
playmaker to find seams.” 

Alexander Perevalov, LW 

3rd round, 71st overall 
6 feet, 191 pounds; Mezhdurechensk, Russia 

NSJ rank: 53rd 

Carolina’s second pick at the 2022 draft isn’t all that different 
from its first: a talented Russian winger. 

“Alexander Perevalov is actually a very similar player (to 
Trikozov),” Yorke said. “High-end offensive player, good 
skater, another one that has over a point a game at the MHL 
level. So both these guys are really able to drive that 
offense.” 

While there are some concerns about Trikozov’s skating, that 
shouldn’t be an issue for Perevalov. On the flip side, there 
are questions about Perevalov reading the game — 
something that Trikozov does at an extremely high level. 

Again, the Hurricanes targeted a player with exceptional 
talent that will need to be helped along to one day reach the 
NHL. Both McKeen’s (25th) and TSN’s Craig Button (21st) 
had Perevalov graded as a Round 1 talent. 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Scott Wheeler, The Athletic: “I like that he can be the driver 
on a line as the go-getter or the skill guy. Now it’s just about 
proving it up levels and doing it more consistently.” 

Elite Prospects: “Perevalov can sprint up-ice, and without 
ever breaking stride, beat a defender and launch a shot past 
the goalie.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “He can make plays into 
seams and off the rush, which combined with a hard shot 
makes him a threat on the power play.” 

Simon Forsmark, D 

4th round, 101st overall 
6-foot-2, 191 pounds; Orebro, Sweden 

NSJ rank: 70th 
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In trading DeAngelo, the Hurricanes got three picks in all — 
including this fourth-rounder from Philadelphia. 

Forsmark was the lone Carolina draft pick in Montreal this 
week. And while he admitted he knew little about the 
franchise, he was excited to join the Hurricanes nonetheless. 

“I’m really excited,” he said. “It’s a little bit unreal, but it’s a 
great feeling.” 

While there are some concerns among evaluators about his 
skating, Yorke said he fits what Carolina is looking for on 
defense. 

“A big left-handed D that’s able to generate offense as well 
be able to play a strong defense,” Yorke said of Forsmark. 
“He was another player that we felt like he would fit into how 
we want to play with the ability to gap up and hold the 
defensive zone blue line.” 

Forsmark, who said he patterns his game after countryman 
Victor Hedman, is one of three draft picks the team hopes 
will be in Raleigh next week for the team’s prospect 
development camp. He’ll then return to Sweden but wants to 
one day make the jump to North America and the NHL. 

“It would be a dream to come here and play,” Forsmark said, 
“but right now it feels a little bit unreal. So I need to take it in. 
I’m thrilled to be here.” 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Elite Prospects: “Anything that doesn’t require much 
movement in open ice (he’s) at a reasonably advanced level 
for a player this age.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “Forsmark is a solid two-way 
defenseman who doesn’t offer a ton of flash. … There’s 
enough to his tool kit to potentially be a third-pair defender.” 

The Hockey News: “Size and smarts are the keys to 
Forsmark’s game.” 

Cruz Lucius, RW 

4th round, 124th overall 
6-foot-1, 184 pounds; Lawrence, Kansas 

NSJ rank: 75th 

Lucius was the lone North American player selected by the 
Hurricanes. The right winger and brother of 2021 Jets first-
rounder Chaz came back from a wrist injury this season to 
help stabilize the third line of the U.S. National Team 
Development Program. 

While his older brother just finished his freshman season at 
the University of Minnesota, Cruz is headed to Wisconsin in 
the fall for his collegiate hockey. 

“One of our scouts has known him since he was 15 years old 
and was trying to recruit him to the WHL at the time,” Yorke 
said. “But he’s a high-end offensive player, great shot, great 
around the net, can make you miss with his hands. And so 
we’re excited that he was able to be there when we selected 
him.” 

Yorke said Lucius should be at development camp next 
week. 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Elite Prospects: “When he gets the space to prepare his 
plays, he can manipulate defenders and connect highly 
difficult plays.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “Lucius is a very skilled and 
creative forward. He shows the offensive mind to improvise 
well with the puck and create chances with his 
stickhandling.” 

Scott Wheeler, The Athletic: “He will ultimately be defined … 
by his ability to continue to wait for plays to develop and stay 
cerebral as the speed of the level around him ramps up. If he 
can, he’ll be a complementary playmaking winger.” 

Vladimir Grudinin, D 

5th round, 156th overall 
5-foot-10, 158 pounds; Angarsk, Russia 

NSJ rank: 93rd 

The Hurricanes love a player who slides down in the draft, 
and that’s Grudinin. Both Elite Prospects (31st) and 
McKeen’s (32nd) graded him as a first-round talent, and 
Carolina pounced when he was still available in the fifth 
round. 

Yorke said Grudinin showed the ability to be able to defend 
against older players despite his slight frame and then 
flashed his offensive flair when going against players his age 
at the World Junior Championships. 

“The ability to create separation and as well as defend was 
something that was exciting for us,” Yorke said. 

Elite Prospects’ scouts rated him as the player with the best 
four-way mobility in this draft class, and he also received 
multiple votes for best neutral zone defender. 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Elite Prospects: “The skating, transition ability, and in-zone 
defensive play should be enough to elevate Grudinin to a 
third-pairing role at the NHL level.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “There are shades of Kings 
prospect Brock Faber in his ability to defend with his feet and 
advance play in the right direction.” 

Scott Wheeler, The Athletic: “I have a hard time seeing him 
at his size and without great feet being a strong defender 
versus better players so it’s why he’s a ‘has a chance guy’ 
now for me.” 

Jakub Vondras, G 

6th round, 171st overall 
6-foot-3, 180 pounds; Czechia 

NSJ rank: not ranked 

The Hurricanes probably didn’t need to add another goalie to 
their prospect pool, but it’s never a bad idea to take a chance 
on a goaltender with a late-round pick. 

Vondras is the rare goalie who catches with his right hand, 
and according to NHL.com, there have only been 98 goalies 
to reach the pinnacle of the sport doing that. Many of the 
ones that have — Tony Esposito, Tom Barrasso, Grant Fuhr, 
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Tomas Vokoun, Gilles Meloche and Jose Theodore, to name 
a few — did all right for themselves. 

“Incredibly smart goalie, lots of little shoulder checks and be 
able to recognize side-to-side plays and have the athleticism 
and power to get across,” Yorke said. “So somebody that 
we’re excited to bring into our into our organization.” 

Vondras is expected to be in Raleigh for development camp. 

Alexander Pelevin, D 

7th round, 205th overall 
6-foot-1, 183 pounds; Balakhna, Russia 

NSJ rank: 162nd 

Pelevin wasn’t on the radar of most evaluators, though Elite 
Prospects did have him 66th in their rankings. 

“A little bit similar to Grudinin in being able to hold tight gaps, 
be able to get up in the play and join the rush,” Yorke said. 

“And we feel like once he’s able to sort of transition to North 
America, some of that offensive game will be a little bit easier 
for him because of how well he skates and how well he holds 
tight gaps. And the competitive aspect of his game is really 
strong as well.” 

Elite Prospects praised Pelevin’s defensive game, saying he 
plays in his own end with “enthusiasm” and projected him as 
a shutdown defender. 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 

Elite Prospects: “You’re probably not getting a high-flying 
offensive dynamo in your favourite team’s top-four, but a 
defence-first role on a bottom-pairing doesn’t seem out of the 
question.” 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic: “He shows flashes of skill, but 
whether he’s a natural enough puck-mover will be the 
question on his game versus better players.”
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Gold: Canes deal DeAngelo on Draft Day 

By Adam Gold 

Four Russians, one Swede, one American named Cruz and 
a goaltender from Czechia. On the surface, that’s what the 
Hurricanes took away from this weekend’s NHL draft in 
Montreal. In a weekend where the Hurricanes did not have a 
first round pick – and didn’t select until the second round was 
almost over – they still managed to make significant news. 

The Tony DeAngelo era came to an end after just one 
season. 

The Hurricanes traded DeAngelo’s rights to the Philadelphia 
Flyers for three draft picks after they had reached a 
stalemate in contract negotiations. The Hurricanes received 
a 4th round pick this year, a third rounder next year and a 
choice in the 2nd round in the 2024 draft. 

DeAngelo has reportedly agreed to a 2-year contract with the 
Flyers for a total of $10 million, though nothing has been 
signed as of this writing. For what it’s worth a $5 million 
average annual value (AAV) doesn’t sound too off base for a 
player who posted a 51-point season in 68 games. DeAngelo 
had 20 points on the power play (2g, 18a) that he directed, 
mostly to great success. 

Carolina’s power play spent much of the season ranked in 
the top ten in the NHL before falling on hard times the last 
two months of the regular season and into the playoffs. Over 
their last 40 games, which included the two 7-game series in 
the postseason, Carolina’s power play scored on just 15 of 
120 opportunities (12.5%). While that’s not entirely on Tony – 
in fact, it might not be on him at all – it had stopped working. 

Still, DeAngelo finished tied (with Vincent Trocheck) for 4th 
on the team in scoring, was 4th among defensemen in ice 
time (19:49) and was second overall in point shares, an 
advanced metric used by Hockey-Reference.com to 
measure a player’s worth to the team. Only Sebastian Aho’s 
9.5 PS was higher on the 2021-2022 Hurricanes than Tony’s 
9.3. 

Lest you think that was entirely compiled due to the power 
play, think again. DeAngelo’s 5.1 defensive point shares, 
was bettered only by Jaccob Slavin (6.8) and Brady Skjei 
(5.5). How much of that is real and how much is just 
numbers – and the impact of playing alongside Slavin for 
most of those 68 games – is anyone’s guess. But, it would 
be fair to say that Tony had a very good year for the 
Hurricanes, and $5 million per for two seasons doesn’t feel 
like it was too big of a reach. 

The disconnect, it appears, is how the Hurricanes viewed 
DeAngelo’s best role. Even though DeAngelo and Slavin 
played together for 684:43 – second most on the team 

behind Skjei and Brett Pesce (1069:13) – and outscored the 
opposition 42-21 at 5-on-5, the team looked at DeAngelo as 
more of a 3rd pairing defenseman. And, if that’s the case, $5 
million AAV is untenable. 

But, according to commonly used possession metrics, Slavin 
and DeAngelo were Carolina’s best pairing. From expected 
goals (xG) to actual goals to scoring chances (SCF) and high 
danger chances (HDCF), the partnership of Slavin and 
DeAngelo was the best Rod Brind’Amour could put on the 
ice. How much of that was Slavin and how much was 
DeAngelo, again, is the hard-to-pin-down answer. 

Slavin’s 2021-22 season, from an analytical standpoint, 
(according to NaturalStatTrick.com) was his best in the NHL. 
And, to be honest, it wasn’t really close. So, this is a tough 
decision to justify based on the data. In addition, there is no 
doubt that DeAngelo was a popular teammate. 

What likely hurt Tony’s case here were three things. The 
aforementioned power play woes, and an overall feeling 
among the organization that the point man isn’t that critical to 
its success. DeAngelo also had a rough April which saw him 
register just 6 points in Carolina’s final 14 games. Then, a 
dreadful series against the Rangers in which Tony did not 
have a point at 5-on-5 while posting a -6 plus/minus rating. 

Now what? 

Carolina has just three bona fide NHL defensemen on the 
roster. Yes, Jake Gardiner is still here and Jalen Chatfield is 
expected to challenge for a spot this year, but neither can be 
considered a given. Gardiner missed the entire season after 
surgery on his back and hips and his game had deteriorated 
over the last several years in the first place. Chatfield is a 
nice story and might be able to play on a bottom pair, but 
he’s far from a sure thing. 

Let’s say the Hurricanes can shed Gardiner’s contract – via 
trade or buyout. That would give them about $23 million in 
salary cap room to spread out over a minimum of 8 players 
to get to a 20-skater roster. 

So, let’s build out the bottom of the roster first. Let’s put 
Chatfield on the team as a 7th defenseman. Let’s add Jack 
Drury and restricted free agent (RFA) Steven Lorentz to the 
forward group. Rounding up, that leaves a little more than 
$20 million for six more players. 

Martin Necas is far more likely than not to be in the opening 
night line up. Let’s just say that the cap hit is in the $3.0 to 
$3.5 million range. Now, we’re down to roughly $17 million to 
get two more forwards and three NHL-caliber defensemen, 
one of which needs to be able to play with Slavin. 
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With an average of less than $3..5 million per buy the Canes 
are going to have to find some bargains – not unlike 
DeAngelo a year ago – to be able to replace the production 
of Tony, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. Goals cost 
money. A lack of goals cost the Hurricanes the second round 
playoff series against the Rangers. Making up that difference 
is not going to be easy. 

Nor will it be easy to find a better player than a $5 million 
dollar Tony DeAngelo. 

The draft haul… 

What do you want me to say? “The Hurricanes absolutely 
crushed the draft again”, in spite of not having a first round 
pick? I could say that, but I have no idea. Scott Wheeler of 
The Athletic does have an idea and he put the Hurricanes 
into his “Winners” category even though Carolina didn’t have 
a pick until number 60 overall. 

According to Wheeler, the Canes snagged the two most 
offensively talented Russian forwards in Gleb Trikozov and 
Alexander Perevolov in the 2nd and 3rd rounds, respectively. 
Then they selected Simon Forsmark, a big left-shot 
defenseman from Sweden with a lot of offensive upside. 

Then came Cruz Lucius, a forward from the US National 
Development program followed by another Russian, this one 
a skilled defensman who, in spite of being a bit undersized, 
played during the playoffs for the eventual KHL champs. 
Carolina rounded out the draft by selecting Jakub Vondras, a 
goalie from Czechia, and Alexander Pelevin, another 
blueliner from Russia. 

Every single one of these picks is a lottery ticket. Some may 
turn out to be Jaccob Slavin, a 4th rounder in 2012. Some 
may turn out to be defenseman Igor Knyzev, the 15th overall 
pick in 2001 who scored 3 goals in 2 full seasons in the 
minor leagues and never made it to the NHL. 

Stay tuned.
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Canes Day Two Draft Recap 

Team makes substantial trade, selects seven players 

By Walt Ruff 

MONTREAL - The Carolina Hurricanes added seven 
prospects to their organization Friday, as Rounds 2-6 of the 
NHL Draft took place at Centre Bell. 

Before the team made their first selection of the event, Don 
Waddell and crew finalized a trade with the Philadelphia 
Flyers amid the second round. The team sent pending 
restricted free agent Tony DeAngelo and #220 overall in 
exchange for three mid-round picks over the next three 
years. 

Carolina's General Manager said that the team had talked to 
DeAngelo and his representation about an extension, but 
when it was clear that it wasn't going to get done, the Canes 
did their best to maximize the return value. When asked if it 
was a difference in term or money, Waddell said, "probably 
the money." 

When Carolina was finally on the clock themselves, here are 
the seven choices they made: 

Round 2, Pick #60 Overall: Gleb Trikozov - Forward 

Height: 6'1" | Weight: 185 | Native Country: Russia 

2021-22 Season: 23 Goals, 22 Assists, 45 Points in 34 
Games with Omskie Yasterby (Juniors) 

2021-22 Season: 1 Goal, 1 Assist, 2 Points in 11 Games with 
Omskie Krylia (Tier II Pro) 

Trikozov was ranked as high as #8 overall by some scouting 
outlets, but the Hurricanes were able to claim him in the final 
moments of the second round. 

Canes Assistant GM Darren Yorke: "He's an incredibly high-
end offensive player. He's really smart in transitioning the 
puck, carrying it from the neutral zone into the offensive 
zone." 

Round 3, Pick #71 Overall: Alexander Perevalov - Forward 

Height: 6'0" | Weight: 191 | Native Country: Russia 

2021-22 Season: 25 Goals, 25 Assists, 50 Points in 42 
Games with Yaroslavl Lokomotiv (Juniors) 

2021-22 Season: 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 0 Points in 5 Games 
with Yaroslavl Lokomotiv (KHL) 

Going with back-to-back Russian players to start the day, 
both Trikozov and Perevalov averaged over a point per 
game in the top junior league back home last year. 

Perevalov even played five games with the KHL club, 
showing that the right-handed winger has some strong 
upside at his young age. 

Round 4, Pick #101 Overall: Simon Forsmark - Defense 

Height: 6'2" | Weight: 191 | Native Country: Sweden 

2021-22 Season: 0 Goals, 3 Assists, 3 Points in 41 Games 
with Orebro (SHL - Top Tier Sweden) 

2021-22 Season: 5 Goals, 22 Assists, 27 Points in 23 
Games with Orebro (Juniors) 

Forsmark, the lone Canes draft pick who was at the draft in 
Montreal, played most of his draft year playing against grown 
men in Sweden. To be a top tier club's top six defenseman at 
that age is incredibly impressive. 

Yorke: "He's a big, left-handed defender that is able to 
generate offense as well as being able to play strong 
defense. We felt like he could fit into how we want to play." 

Round 4, Pick #124 Overall: Cruz Lucius - Forward 

Height: 6'1" | Weight: 184 | Native Country: USA 

2021-22 Season: 5 Goals, 2 Assists, 7 Points in 10 Games 
with USNTDP Juniors (USHL) 

2021-22 Season: 9 Goals, 9 Assists, 18 Points in 23 Games 
with U.S. National U18 Team (U.S. Development Program) 

Committed to the University of Wisconsin from the fall, 
Lucius missed time this past season due to a broken wrist. It 
took a little longer for his season to get going, but the team 
still sees plenty of upside with him. 

Yorke: "Another high-end offensive player with a great shot. 
He's great around the net and he can make you miss with his 
hands. We're excited that we were able to select him there." 

Round 5, Pick #156 Overall: Vladimir Grudinin - Defense 

Height: 5'10" | Weight: 158 | Native Country: Russia 

2021-22 Season: 0 Goals, 1 Assist, 1 Points in 6 Games 
(KHL) 

2021-22 Season: 1 Goal, 2 Assists, 3 Points in 12 Games 
(Tier II Pro) 

2021-22 Season: 2 Goals, 11 Assists, 13 Points in 18 
Games (Juniors) 

Yorke: "He's someone that played in Russia, played against 
men, played on the national team. So someone may look at 
his size and ask if he can defend against men? The way he 
skates, the way he holds tight gaps, the way we watched him 
do it at the national level and be able to handle the strength 
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of the older, biggest, stronger players is great. Then at World 
Juniors he showed the ability to really open things up at the 
offensive zone blue line. He created separation and 
defended well and that was exciting for us." 

Round 6, Pick #171 Overall: Jakub Vondras - Goalie 

Height: 6'3" | Weight: 180 | Native Country: Czechia 

2021-22 Season: .925 Save Percentage in 18 Games with 
Pisek (Junior II) 

2021-22 Season: .914 Save Percentage in 11 Games with 
Plzen (Junior I) 

2021-22 Season: 2 Games Played with Klatovy (Tier III Pro) 

Yorke: "He's an incredibly smart goalie. Lots of shoulder 
checks. He's able to recognize when side-to-side plays 
happen. He's athletic and has the power to get across. He's 
somebody that we're really excited to add to our 
organization." 

Round 7, Pick #205 Overall: Alexander Pelevin - Defense 

Height: 6'1" | Weight: 183 | Native Country: Russia 

2021-22 Season: 3 Goals, 5 Assists, 8 Points in 25 Games 
(Juniors) 

2021-22 Season: 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 0 Points in 2 Games 
(Tier II Pro) 

2021-22 Season: 0 Goals, 0 Assists, 0 Points in 1 Game 
(KHL) 

Yorke: "A similar player to Grudinin in the fact that he's able 
to hold tight gaps. He's able to get up in the play and join the 
rush. Once he's able to transition to North America, some of 
that offensive game will be able to be easier for him because 
of how well he skates and holds tight gaps. The competitive 
aspect to his game is really strong as well."
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NHL teams turn focus to free agency with 2022 Draft complete 

Plenty of big names, limited cap space makes for drama 
ahead of market opening Wednesday 

By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 

MONTREAL -- Free agency became the focus after the 2022 
Upper Deck NHL Draft ended at Bell Centre on Friday. 

Teams headed home to prepare for the opening of the 
market Wednesday, some trying to keep their players, others 
waiting to pounce on targets, all operating under an NHL 
salary cap that will rise $1 million to $82.5 million next 
season. 

"You just look through the League and look at the different 
positions, players that had great playoffs, what they've 
done," Dallas Stars general manager Jim Nill said. "It's a 
good free-agent class." 

Many big-name players could become unrestricted, including 
forwards Patrice Bergeron, Claude Giroux, Johnny 
Gaudreau, Nazem Kadri, Phil Kessel, Ondrej Palat and 
Evgeni Malkin; defensemen John Klingberg, Nick Leddy, 
Josh Manson and P.K. Subban; and goalies Jack Campbell, 
Thomas Greiss, Braden Holtby and Darcy Kuemper. 

"Certainly, when you look at the potential free agents, they're 
not free agents yet," Carolina Hurricanes GM Don Waddell 
said. "It looks like there is an abundance of forwards, not as 
many defensemen." 

The key complication is the salary cap, which is tied to NHL 
revenues that are split 50-50 between the owners and 
players. The cap is rising slowly (though commonly called a 
"flat cap") because of revenue shortfalls amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

"It seems like most of the talk is it's too bad the cap is going 
up only a little bit," New York Rangers GM Chris Drury said. 
"Everyone is dealing with the same thing, but it's obviously a 
good class." 

Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin couldn't help but laugh. 

"Yeah, there's tons of teams that are close against the cap, 
and I think a lot of the agents don't realize that 25 teams are 
against the cap," said Guerin, who signed goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury on Thursday to keep him off the market. "Like, there's 
not a lot of money to go around. The salary cap hasn't gone 
up. It's going up a million dollars, and that goes quick." 

Teams can try to get ahead of the market. The Detroit Red 
Wings acquired goalie Ville Husso, a pending unrestricted 
free agent, in a trade from the St. Louis Blues for the No. 73 
pick on Friday and signed him to a three-year contract. 

Teams can try to clear cap space so they can make a move, 
like the Toronto Maple Leafs did when they sent goalie Petr 
Mrazek and the No. 25 pick to the Chicago Blackhawks for 
the No. 38 pick on Thursday. 

That could continue in the coming days. 

"You could definitely see it," Guerin said. "I mean, teams are 
doing everything in their power to get cap space and things 
like that." 

But in many cases, it may become a game of musical chairs. 
If a player leaves a team to sign elsewhere, that opens cap 
space for that team to sign someone else. 

Take the Pittsburgh Penguins. They would like to bring back 
Malkin, at least at what they consider the right price. He is 
one of the greatest players in their history, along with Mario 
Lemieux, Jaromir Jagr and Sidney Crosby. But if he leaves, 
they will have to fill the hole at center behind Crosby, and 
they will have the money to spend to pursue a player like, 
say, Kadri, if he becomes available. 

"It's like putting a puzzle together, right?" said Penguins GM 
Ron Hextall, who had defenseman Kris Letang agree to a 
six-year contract Thursday to keep him off the market. "Until 
you get another piece in place, it's really hard to find your 
direction. Hopefully we can lock 'Geno' in and see what we 
have left and work from there." 

The wild cards are teams with cap space like the Red Wings, 
Anaheim Ducks, Arizona Coyotes, Buffalo Sabres, New 
Jersey Devils and Seattle Kraken. 

"We're all trying to get better," Nill said. "It's a competitive 
league, and teams are trying to move out money to maybe 
sign a free agent, but where does that player go that they're 
going to move? 

"In the end, you've got 25, 26 teams up against the cap and 
six or seven that aren't, and to what magnitude do those get 
involved? Do they start picking up players in trades? Do they 
go to the free agent market? That's going to be the 
interesting dynamic." 

Nill said free agency might play out a little differently this year 
because of it. 

"This might be a year where it drags on a little bit longer," Nill 
said. "It might not be a rush of everybody getting signed on 
[Wednesday]. There's always going to be the rush of certain 
players that will get signed, but because of the tight cap 
situation, are there going to be other situations that take 
place after that?" 
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We'll find out next. 

"There is money to be spent, and players are going to make 
a lot of money in free agency, which they always do," 

Waddell said. "The system works. That's what's good about 
it. The cap works. Players' salaries continue to rise, but the 
owners' share continues to go in the same direction, so it's a 
win-win for everybody."

 

Hurricanes expect their pending free agents will test market 

GM Waddell plans to be active if Carolina loses any or all of 
them 

By Dan Rosen 

MONTREAL -- The Carolina Hurricanes are proceeding as if 
all of their pending unrestricted free agents will be available 
to sign with other teams when the market opens Wednesday. 

Forwards Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Max Domi 
and Derek Stepan along with defensemen Ian Cole and 
Brendan Smith each can become a UFA on Wednesday. 

"I think they're all going to go to the open market and then 
see what happens," Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell said. "Players have that right. They earn that right to 
go as a UFA and just see how it all goes." 

Waddell said the Hurricanes have had some discussions 
with a few of the pending UFAs, "but they pretty much told 
me off the bat they're going to take a look." 

He called it 50-50 that any of them would return to Carolina if 
they don't re-sign with the Hurricanes before Wednesday. 

"I think the players like playing there, but players earn that 
right to be a UFA and try to see if they can get paid a lot 
more money, and maybe the term will be different than what 
we've talked about," Waddell said. "Some of these players 
that are 28, 29, 30, this could be their last contract too, so 
term and money is important to them." 

Domi is 27, Niederreiter is 29 and Trocheck turns 29 on 
Monday. Stepan is 32, and Cole and Smith are 33. 

"You're always worried about getting a 29- or 30-year-old 
player and having to sign him for six or seven years; that 
doesn't fit into our thinking of how to run the team," Waddell 

said. "It doesn't mean they're bad players, but at some point 
you're going to be paying for something that they're not. 
We've been very careful about that, and we'll continue to 
keep that in mind as we try to move forward here." 

Waddell said the Hurricanes will be active in the free agent 
market if they lose any or all of the pending UFAs. 

"We're going to spend our money one way or another," he 
said. "We're not a team that's trying to be a budget team. 
We're a cap team. We'll spend it wisely of course, but we 
want to be in the mix to help strengthen our team." 

The Hurricanes traded defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who 
was a pending restricted free agent, to the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Friday for three draft picks. 

They were discussing a new contract with DeAngelo and his 
agent, Pat Brisson, until late Thursday night, but there was a 
difference of opinion regarding what the value of the contract 
should be, Waddell said. 

DeAngelo had 51 points (10 goals, 41 assists) in 64 games 
with the Hurricanes this season playing on a one-year, $1 
million contract. 

"We were trying to talk about an extension and just couldn't 
get anyplace with it," Waddell said. "We had teams that were 
interested, so we did our best to maximize the return value." 

Waddell said trading DeAngelo could put the Hurricanes in a 
better position when discussing potential trade options with 
teams and when free agency opens. 

"There's lots of guys that are available," he said. "Some 
teams are trying to move guys because of money and all 
that. It might work out pretty well for us."
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Top storylines for NHL free agency include Gaudreau decision with Flames 

Malkin future, goalie carousel, Avalanche plans to be 
decided with market opening Wednesday 

By Dan Rosen 

The free agent frenzy begins Wednesday and the market 
figures to be busy and intriguing. 

The NHL salary cap for next season will be $82.5 million, up 
$1 million from this season. All teams are operating under it, 
yet money will still be flying once every player who has set 
his sights on unrestricted free agency becomes eligible to 
sign with new teams. 

Here are the storylines to follow heading into free agency:  

Gaudreau and Tkachuk staying in Calgary? 

The Calgary Flames want to re-sign forwards Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk to long-term contracts. 
Gaudreau can become an unrestricted free agent and 
Tkachuk a restricted free agent Wednesday. 

Gaudreau was tied for second in the NHL this season with 
115 points (40 goals, 75 assists). Tkachuk was eighth with 
104 points (42 goals, 62 assists).  

Flames general manager Brad Treliving has repeatedly said 
the focus is on getting both signed to long-term contracts and 
that will remain the plan unless or until it becomes unfeasible 
to do so. 

The clock is ticking. 

Malkin mania in Pittsburgh 

Evgeni Malkin wants to return to the Pittsburgh Penguins, but 
it's become clear if they're going to bring him back it will be 
on their terms, not his. 

The Penguins prioritized re-signing Kris Letang and got that 
done Thursday, when the defenseman avoided free agency 
by signing a six-year, $36.6 million contract ($6.1 million 
average annual value). 

Penguins general manager Ron Hextall said the plan is to 
still re-sign Malkin, but he didn't give an indication that they 
are anywhere close to doing so.  

Letang said he wants Malkin, a UFA, back. The Athletic 
reported Sidney Crosby went to Malkin's home in South 
Florida to check on him. But with nothing done yet, it's 
looking more and more likely that Malkin's dominant run in 
Pittsburgh will be over. 

The three-time Stanley Cup champion is the third all-time for 
the Penguins in goals (444), assists (702) and points (1,146). 
He's second in games played (981). 

Bergeron back with Bruins? 

Patrice Bergeron said after the season ended that he would 
either re-sign with the Boston Bruins or retire. It's possible 
the 36-year-old, a five-time winner of the Selke Trophy given 
to the best defensive forward in the NHL, doesn't make his 
decision by Wednesday. 

The Bruins will wait as Bergeron has indicated that he will 
only play for them. General manager Don Sweeney said he 
has spoken with Bergeron and he is leaning toward playing 
next season, but did not want to speak for the Bruins' 
captain. 

Bergeron had surgery to repair a tendon in his left elbow May 
31 and was given a 10-12 week recovery timeline, which 
would have him ready to play by the start of next season.  

Could Krejci return to Boston too? 

David Krejci could be contemplating a return to the Bruins 
after the center played last season with Olomouc HC of the 
Czech Extraliga, the top professional men's league in the 
Czech Republic. Krejci played the previous 15 seasons with 
the Bruins. 

Sweeney said Krejci is discussing his options with his family. 

If Krejci and Bergeron both return the Bruins will reunite the 
centers they had at the top of their depth chart for more than 
a decade. 

Goalie carousel continues to turn 

The Toronto Maple Leafs, Edmonton Oilers, Washington 
Capitals and Buffalo Sabres are in the market for a No. 1 
goalie.  

But is the supply of goalies big enough to meet the demand? 

The top two pending UFA goalies are Darcy Kuemper, who 
won the Stanley Cup with the Colorado Avalanche, and Jack 
Campbell, who was an All-Star with the Maple Leafs last 
season.  

Braden Holtby, Jaroslav Halak, Thomas Greiss and Martin 
Jones are also pending UFAs. 

There are goalies who could be available in a trade too, 
including Matt Murray of the Ottawa Senators.  

The New York Rangers need a backup to Igor Shesterkin 
after trading Alexandar Georgiev to the Avalanche. 

Colorado's conundrum 

The Avalanche have already made it known they're walking 
away from Kuemper, but they still have plenty of other 
pending UFAs that they must make decisions on. 

Nazem Kadri would likely be the most sought after of 
Colorado's pending UFAs if the center hits the open market 
Wednesday. The 31-year-old had his best season with 87 
points (28 goals, 59 assists) in 71 games. 

Forwards Valeri Nichushkin, Andre Burakovsky, Nico Sturm 
and Darren Helm, and defensemen Josh Manson, Jack 
Johnson and Ryan Murray could also become UFAs.  

Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic said he knows they 
will not be able to keep them all, so they are prioritizing and 
trying to get deals done with some of them. Nichushkin, who 
had 52 points (25 goals, 27 assists) in 62 regular season 
games and 15 (nine goals, six assists) in 20 playoff games, 
should be a priority. 
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But whatever the Avalanche do will be with Nathan 
MacKinnon in mind. Their No. 1 center is going into the last 
year of a seven-year, $44.1 million contract ($6.3 million 
AAV) and Sakic said they expect to sign him to an extension 
this summer.  

MacKinnon's salary cap charge could double, or come close 
to it, in his next contract. 

Palat of reasons to sign him 

Ondrej Palat could be one of the steals of this free-agent 
class if the Tampa Bay Lightning can't sign the forward 
before Wednesday. 

The 31-year-old is a two-time Stanley Cup champion who 
had 21 points (11 goals, 10 assists), including three game-
winning goals, in 23 playoff games this year. He has 94 
points (48 goals, 46 assists) in 138 playoff games. 

The Lightning said Palat was "like a deadly assassin" during 
the Eastern Conference Final because of his ability to score 
clutch goals. He's typically the grinder that plays with skilled 
forwards and if you ask around, all of Tampa Bay's top 
players want him on their line. 

Rangers need a second-line center 

It appears Ryan Strome and Andrew Copp will become 
unrestricted free agents on Wednesday, which means the 
odds of either forward re-signing with the Rangers are slim. 

That leaves the Rangers in the market for a No. 2 center to 
play behind Mika Zibanejad and likely with left wing Artemi 
Panarin. Filip Chytil is an internal candidate to fill that role, 
but the Rangers want more depth at the position and likely a 
bigger name to play in that spot. 

They could get it through a trade or the free-agent market. 

Strome and Copp are likely looking for contracts that will be 
six or seven years in term.  

Klingberg on the move? 

John Klingberg is expected to become an unrestricted free 
agent with the Dallas Stars so far unable to agree on a new 
contract with the defenseman. 

With Letang off the market, Klingberg would be the top 
defenseman available if he gets there. 

Klingberg, who turns 30 on Aug. 14, had 47 points (six goals, 
41 assists) in 74 games this season, his last on a seven-year 
contract. Klingberg is third all-time among Stars defenseman 
with 374 points (71 goals, 303 assists) in 552 games.  

Hurricanes will be spenders 

The Carolina Hurricanes expect all their pending UFAs to hit 
the open market, general manager Don Waddell said 
Thursday. At the top of the list are forwards Vincent 
Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. 

Trocheck, a 28-year-old who plays center, will be in demand. 
In fact, if the Penguins walk away from Malkin, Trocheck 
could be in their sights. He is from Pittsburgh. 

Niederreiter, 29, could fill an important middle-six role on a 
contending team. He scored 24 goals and was part of the 

Hurricanes most consistent forward line all season, joining 
with Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast in a checking role. 

Waddell said the Hurricanes likely will be spending their 
money elsewhere and remain a team that spends to the 
salary cap, making them a team to watch during free agency. 

Kane could be headed to another new team 

Evander Kane is not close to a new contract with the Oilers, 
general manager Ken Holland said last week.  

It's likely that the forward will hit the free-agent market and 
play for his fifth franchise (Atlanta Thrashers/Winnipeg Jets, 
Buffalo Sabres, San Jose Sharks and Oilers). 

Kane hit it big with the Oilers after signing a one-year 
contract Jan. 27. He had 39 points (22 goals, 17 assists) in 
43 games and then led them with 13 goals in 15 playoff 
games. 

Giroux to the Senators? 

Claude Giroux and his family have an offseason home in 
Ottawa and the forward might now be enticed to think about 
signing with the Ottawa Senators after they showed they're 
pushing to be a potential playoff contender this season by 
acquiring forward Alex DeBrincat, a 41-goal scorer, from the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday. 

Reports have also linked Giroux, 34, to the Oilers if they're 
unable to re-sign Kane.  

Giroux was always considered a pure rental acquisition when 
the Florida Panthers got him from the Philadelphia Flyers 
ahead of the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline. He had 23 points 
(three goals, 20 assists) in 18 regular-season games and 
eight points (three goals, five assists) in 10 playoff games 
with Florida. 

Big decisions for the Blues 

David Perron can become a UFA on Wednesday. The 34-
year-old forward has enjoyed success in his third tour with 
the St. Louis Blues.  

He just finished a four-year, $16 million contract ($4 million 
average annual value) and within that timeframe had 221 
points (94 goals, 127 assists) in 251 games plus 38 points 
(20 goals, 18 assists) in 47 playoff games, helping St. Louis 
win the Stanley Cup in 2019.  

But Perron and the Blues could be parting ways. 

It's also possible the Blues eventually move on from forward 
Vladimir Tarasenko, who has one year remaining on his 
contract and still has a trade request that has not been 
fulfilled since he asked for one before last season. 

The 30-year-old had 82 points (34 goals, 48 assists) in 75 
games this season. He is the fifth leading scorer in Blues 
history with 524 points (252 goals, 272 assists) in 606 
games. 

Defenseman Nick Leddy can also become a UFA. 

Subban, Kessel looking for new contracts 

It'll be interesting to see what the market is for veteran 
players like defenseman P.K. Subban and forward Phil 
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Kessel. If this were five years ago, they would be the big 
names on the market, but Subban is 33 and Kessel is 34 and 
they aren't the top-end players they used to be. 

But Subban and Kessel are both still impactful players who 
could help teams on short-term contracts. 

Subban, who won the Norris Trophy as the best defenseman 
in the NHL in 2012-13 with the Montreal Canadiens, had 22 

points (five goals, 17 assists) in 77 games with the New 
Jersey Devils last season.  

Kessel, a two-time Stanley Cup champion with the Penguins, 
had 52 points (eight goals, 44 assists) in 82 games with the 
Arizona Coyotes. He scored 20 goals in 56 games in 2020-
21. Kessel turns 35 on Oct. 2.

 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes send defenseman Tony DeAngelo to Philadelphia Flyers for three draft 
picks 

By Kristen Shilton  

MONTREAL -- The Carolina Hurricanes traded defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo and a 2022 seventh-round draft pick to 
Philadelphia for a fourth-round pick (101st overall) in 2022, a 
third-round pick in 2023 (the lowest of Philadelphia's three 
picks) and a second-round choice in 2024. The deal was 
announced Friday during the NHL draft. 

DeAngelo, a pending restricted free agent, is working to 
finalize a two-year, $10 million extension with the Flyers. The 
blueliner has appeared in 270 NHL games to date, posting 
34 goals and 157 points, and he offers Philadelphia some 
insurance on the back end as Ryan Ellis continues to recover 
from a pelvic injury that cost him all but four games last 
season. 

"We're very happy to add Tony to our team and I know he is 
very excited to join the Flyers," GM Chuck Fletcher said in a 
news release. "We did our due diligence and we strongly 
believe in Tony and his ability to help our team. He is a right-
handed shot who moves the puck extremely well and will 
drive offense from the back end for us." 

This is the third time that DeAngelo, 26, has been traded in a 
career marked by controversy. Before DeAngelo was drafted 
19th overall by Tampa Bay in 2014, he had been suspended 
twice in junior hockey, including for violating the league's 
policy regarding "homophobic, racist, and sexist language" 
and abuse of officials. 

DeAngelo was still taken by Tampa Bay but never dressed 
for the Lightning before being traded to Arizona in 2016 after 
one season with Tampa Bay AHL affiliate the Syracuse 
Crunch. DeAngelo made his NHL debut with the Coyotes in 
2016 and skated in 39 games for the franchise before being 
traded again, to the New York Rangers, in 2017. During that 
time with Arizona, DeAngelo was suspended three games for 
physical abuse of officials. Those disciplinary issues would 
extend into DeAngelo's time with New York. 

The Rangers signed DeAngelo to a two-year extension in 
2020. Not long after that DeAngelo displayed behavioral 
problems that led New York to sever ties. In January 2021, 
DeAngelo had a reported altercation with Rangers netminder 
Alexandar Georgiev; DeAngelo was placed on waivers right 
after. Former general manager Jeff Gorton clarified that the 
waivers move was a formality and said DeAngelo had played 
his final game with the team. In July, New York put DeAngelo 
on unconditional waivers and bought out the remainder of his 
contract. 

DeAngelo had continued to be a polarizing figure off the ice 
as well, regularly becoming combative on social media over 
everything from the COVID-19 pandemic to U.S. election 
coverage. Carolina still inked him to a one-year deal for last 
season, when he registered 51 points in 64 games. 

In Philadelphia, DeAngelo will get another fresh start. He'll 
play there under tough new coach John Tortorella, who isn't 
exactly known for backing down either.
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Trade grades: Philadelphia Flyers acquire Tony DeAngelo from Carolina Hurricanes for 
draft picks 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The trades continued to flow during the 2022 NHL draft's 
second day, as the Philadelphia Flyers acquired defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo from the Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for 
a fourth-round pick (101st overall, used on Simon Forsmark) 
in 2022, third-round pick in 2023 (the lowest of Philadelphia's 
three picks) and a second-round choice in 2024. 

The move was a little bewildering for the Flyers, who weren't 
particularly close to the playoffs in 2021-22. Here's how both 
GMs did in the swap: 

Philadelphia Flyers: C 

Let's start with the obvious question: What compelled the 
Flyers to trade three draft assets to the Hurricanes for a 
restricted free agent that the Hurricanes would have 
theoretically walked away from this offseason? One assumes 
it's because they weren't the only team in the market for 
Tony DeAngelo, a right-handed shot, point-producing 
defenseman. 

But looking at the big picture, in the last year the Flyers have 
now traded a first-rounder, three second-rounders, a third-
rounder, a fourth-rounder, Shayne Gostisbehere (in a salary 
dump) and Robert Hagg for the services of DeAngelo and 
Rasmus Ristolainen 

As asset management goes ... well, there they went. 

DeAngelo had 51 points in 64 goals for the Hurricanes last 
season, splitting 31 points at even strength with 20 points on 
the power play. 

"We're very happy to add Tony to our team and I know he is 
very excited to join the Flyers," Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher 
said. "We did our due diligence and we strongly believe in 
Tony and his ability to help our team. He is a right-handed 

shot who moves the puck extremely well and will drive 
offense from the back end for us." 

The "due diligence" part is, of course, a reference to 
DeAngelo's off-ice issues that led him out of New York and 
his on-ice emotions that weren't beneficial to the Hurricanes 
in the playoffs. DeAngelo had two points in his last nine 
playoff games against the Bruins and Rangers. 

He'll now play for new Flyers coach John Tortorella. Good 
luck with all of that. 

There are some things to like here. DeAngelo can 
quarterback a power play. From a logistical standpoint, the 
Flyers had a need on the right side with Ryan Ellis expected 
to start the season on long-term injured reserve. While 
DeAngelo is expected to make $5 million against the salary 
cap, his term is only two years. Frankly, that term saves the 
grade from being lower. 

But a lot can happen in two years. 

Carolina Hurricanes: A 

What else can you say? The Hurricanes signed DeAngelo at 
a point when his value was practically subterranean for $1 
million. They put him in a position to succeed, in a quiet 
market where he could rehabilitate his image. They didn't 
intend to re-sign him -- for financial reasons, for character 
reasons, or maybe for both -- and turned him around for a 
second-round pick in 2024, a third-round pick in 2023 and a 
fourth-round pick (101st overall) in 2022 that they used to 
draft Forsmark, a big body who projects to be an NHL player 
down the road. 

Great asset management. They will have to replace the 
points that DeAngelo took with him -- and remember, 
DeAngelo replaced the points that Dougie Hamilton took with 
him to New Jersey. But if there's one front office we trust to 
find that guy, and at the right price, it's this one.
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2022 NHL free-agency rankings: Top options, best values, boom-or-bust players 

By Greg Wyshynski  

There are different ways for teams to enter the NHL free-
agent pool. There are big splashes for star players. Other 
teams methodically wade in, making sure their feet (and their 
finances) remain grounded. Some just dip their toes in. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning and Colorado Avalanche, currently 
playing in the Stanley Cup Final, were both active in the pool 
last summer. The Lightning signed veteran forwards Corey 
Perry and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare -- the latter of whom 
came from the Avalanche, no less. Pat Maroon, an integral 
part of Tampa Bay's back-to-back Cup wins, was a free-
agent signing in 2019. 

Colorado added veteran forward Darren Helm and 
defenseman Jack Johnson last offseason. In 2019, the 
Avalanche signed winger Valeri Nichushkin at the low point 
of his NHL career. He scored 25 goals for them this season. 

The 2022 free-agent pool is a deep one, with one franchise 
player, Johnny Gaudreau; elite offensive talents Filip 
Forsberg and Claude Giroux; and some famous names, 
including Evgeni Malkin, Patrice Bergeron and Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who saw their contracts expire. 

Here's a look at the field of unrestricted free agents, 
organized into tiers. We've opted not to include restricted 
free agents, as offer sheets remain a rarity in the NHL. 
Unless, of course, the Carolina Hurricanes are feeling 
spiteful. 

Which players are you hoping your team will sign this 
offseason?  

Note: Players are arranged alphabetically within each tier. 

The franchise-changers 

These are established top-line players who could 
significantly change a club's trajectory. 

Filip Forsberg, LW, Nashville Predators 

Re-signed with Predators on July 9 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $6 million 

Forsberg is coming off his best offensive season with 42 
goals and 42 assists in 69 games. He's the Predators' career 
leader in goals with 220. (It was a nice run, David Legwand.) 
There's been mutual interest in having Forsberg remain in 
Nashville. Yet after talks all season and Nashville's decision 
not to move him at the trade deadline, Forsberg remains 
unsigned. There's been a lot of speculation as to why. 

GM David Poile said that a no-movement clause -- which he 
has given only to Roman Josi and Pekka Rinne in the past -- 
has been discussed. But it could come down to money within 
the Predators' framework. Josi is their highest-paid player, 
with a $9.059 million average annual value. Evolving Hockey 
projects that Forsberg could get $9.458 million on the open 
market, which is more than his most logical comp, Avalanche 
winger Mikko Rantanen. Can a desire to stay in 
"NashVegas" bridge that money gap for Forsberg? Last time 
I checked in with a source on Forsberg, they said it was 
"50/50" he'll re-sign. 

Johnny Gaudreau, LW, Calgary Flames 

Age: 28 | 2021-22 cap hit: $6.75 million 

It's not often one of the top 10 scorers in the NHL over a 
three-year span hits the open market. Or a legit Hart Trophy 
candidate under the age of 30. He still might not, given the 
full-court press the Flames are putting on to retain him. 

"We're going to move heaven and earth, and do everything 
we possibly can, to get Johnny back here," GM Brad 
Treliving said. Gaudreau has 222 points in his past 208 
regular-season games and had 14 points in 12 playoff 
games. He's a line-driving dynamo in his prime. 

There's been heavy speculation that the south New Jersey 
native will end up with the Philadelphia Flyers or New Jersey 
Devils. I've been told by some close to Gaudreau's camp that 
the "Johnny comes home" influence on his decision could be 
overstated. Wherever he ends up, it's going to be a 
blockbuster deal. Evolving Hockey's contract projections 
have his next contract at a $10.87 million annual cap hit. 

Claude Giroux, C/LW, Florida Panthers 

Age: 34 | 2021-22 cap hit: $8.275 million 

If you thought Gaudreau cornered the market on 
"transactional certainty by virtue of birthright," let us 
introduce you to Giroux, who moved to Ottawa when he was 
14 and who has been fantasy-casted as a Senator since he 
reached his walk year. Are the Sens close enough to 
contention for Giroux, who approved a trade to Florida to 
chase a Cup? 

The Panthers don't have the cap space to return him on a 
contract that could clear $7 million in AAV. A reunion with the 
Flyers is always possible if financially tenable. He remains an 
incredibly impactful top-line winger. It will be fascinating to 
see where his next step takes him. 

The best bets 

These players have shown they're worth the investment. 

Andre Burakovsky, LW, Colorado Avalanche 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.9 million 

Defense usually has no home with Burakovsky, but that's 
OK. He's a great finisher and had 61 points in 80 games with 
the Avalanche. That's with only 11 points on the power play, 
which should make him an even more intriguing option for 
teams looking to juice their scoring. He's on the young end of 
unrestricted free agents. He's also been surrounded by elite 
offensive talent in Washington and now in Colorado, where 
he's been well above replacement. Evolving Hockey has him 
at $6.903 million per year on a seven-year term, which 
seems rather rich. But maybe that's the upside we're dealing 
with here. 

Jack Campbell, G, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Age: 30 | 2021-22 cap hit: $1.65 million 

He spent parts of three seasons in Toronto as a solid but not 
spectacular, and above all else thrifty, goaltender. While his 
best usage might be in a tandem, there might still be a lane 
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for Campbell to "pull a Frederik Andersen" and sign in a 
place where the pressure cooker is reduced and he can 
thrive -- especially in the postseason, where his numbers this 
spring (.897 save percentage, 3.15 goals-against average) 
were indicative of Leafs Panic. That said, Toronto would love 
to have him and his good vibes back. It's just that someone 
else is likely to price them out of the Soup market. 

Andrew Copp, C, New York Rangers 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.64 million 

Copp made himself some money this summer after a trade 
brought him to New York. He delivered on the offensive 
promise he showed in a top-six role with the Winnipeg Jets 
to the tune of 18 points in 16 regular-season games and 
another 14 points in 20 playoff games, although he cooled off 
as the postseason continued. His versatility is his calling 
card, but his offensive spark this season (21 goals) is going 
to make him a sought-after player, just as he was at the 
trade deadline. He'll turn 28 in July. 

Alexander Edler, D, Los Angeles Kings 

Age: 36 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.5 million 

If this were a wrestling match, the fans would be chanting 
"you still got it!" at Edler. He was a steadying presence in 41 
games with the Kings, in which he had 19 points and was a 
plus-18. He also helped Matt Roy elevate his game. The 
wheels aren't there anymore, which is partially why he had 
34 penalty minutes this season on 17 minors. But he can still 
help on a short-term deal. 

Ilya Mikheyev, RW, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $800,000 

One of the better two-way forwards available this summer. 
He had 21 goals in 53 games for the Leafs last season, and 
his 2.08 expected goals against per 60 minutes was the 
team's second best at 5-on-5, behind only Auston Matthews. 
He also contributed four short-handed goals. He's trending 
up at the right time, and his play is potentially worth the $5 
million annually that Evolving Hockey projects for him. 

Valeri Nichushkin, RW, Colorado Avalanche 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2.5 million 

It's still amazing to think about how Nichushkin went from a 
presumed bust in 2018-19 with the Dallas Stars to an 
analytics darling to a 25-goal scorer this season for the 
Avalanche. He's a big-bodied forward who plays outstanding 
5-on-5 defense. He could be an ideal complementary player 
on a team's top scoring line, but his lack of power-play 
production is curious. Evolving Hockey projects his next 
contract at $6.357 AAV on a seven-year term, which is quite 
a raise. 

Nino Niederreiter, RW, Carolina Hurricanes 

Age: 29 | 2021-22 cap hit: $5.25 million 

A terrific complementary forward. He's a tenacious 
forechecker and a play driver who led the Hurricanes in 
expected goals percentage at 5-on-5 (58.2%) this season. 
His production has settled into a 2.4 points per 60 minutes 
range. Niederreiter could slip into someone's top six, but he 

really excelled on a shutdown line with Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast for Carolina. That's one reason the Canes want 
him back, and the feeling is mutual. But can they make the 
money work? 

Ondrej Palat, LW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $5.3 million 

The Lightning have used creative cap management to keep 
their dynastic roster together longer than anyone could have 
hoped, but this could be the last run for Palat in Tampa Bay. 
His two-way game and postseason heroics are going to be 
worth some team tossing him a raise to play in its top six as 
a consistent offensive contributor. Obviously, there's always 
a chance he'll remain with the Lightning and the only coach 
he has ever played for in the NHL (and a bit in the AHL). But 
he's going to have a lot of value to a contender looking for 
that last piece and some "rings in the room." 

Ryan Strome, C, New York Rangers 

Age: 28 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.5 million 

Saying Strome is a product of Artemi Panarin is both fair and 
unfair. It's fair because he plays the majority of his minutes 
with one of the NHL's most dynamic offensive players and 
has been over 2.6 points per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 since he 
arrived in New York. It's unfair because Strome's scoring 
rates without Panarin haven't seen a severe drop-off to the 
point of "he's nothing without the Bread Man" conjecture. 
Evolving Hockey has Strome as a $7 million player annually. 
That's Kevin Hayes money for a guy who, metrically, is a 
better all-around player. So that's not unfeasible, especially 
when competent second-line centers aren't that 
commonplace in his league. 

The best values 

Under-the-radar gems, analytics darlings and low-cost 
difference-makers. Oh, and one apiece of former Norris and 
Vezina trophy winners. 

Colin Blackwell, C, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Age: 29 | 2021-22 cap hit: $725,000 

The Kraken drafted Blackwell away from the Rangers, didn't 
really play him and then traded him to the Maple Leafs, 
where he played 10:48 per game and then 7:12 per contest 
in the playoffs. Blackwell plays with pace and finishes his 
chances. There's something there, and a deal with him won't 
cost much, but keep in mind that his next team will be his 
fifth since 2019. 

Braden Holtby, G, Dallas Stars 

Age: 32 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2 million 

The "Holt Beast" was 27th in goals saved above expected 
per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 this season. He went to Dallas to 
stabilize his career after that one-season disaster in 
Vancouver. He did just that. He's still got something to offer 
besides undeniable playoff experience and a killer beard. 
Could a reunion in Washington, at the right price, be 
possible? 
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Ville Husso, G, St. Louis Blues 

Traded to Red Wings on July 8 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $750,000 

Husso hits unrestricted free agency after a brilliant regular 
season that saw him go 25-7-6 in 40 games, getting his first 
real run as a starter. His postseason was a horror show: 
starting for the Blues, getting replaced by Jordan Binnington, 
replacing Binnington when the latter was injured and ending 
with a save percentage of .890. But the 6-foot-3 Finn is 
extremely talented and could absolutely blossom as a starter 
in the right situation. Compared with last summer, it's a paltry 
goalie market. Husso could end up getting upward of $5 
million per year on his next deal. His play could prove worth 
it. 

Calle Jarnkrok, C, Calgary Flames 

Age: 30 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2 million 

This season ended one of the great value signings of the 
past six seasons, when Nashville GM David Poile locked in 
Jarnkrok to a $2 million annual cap hit in 2016. He'll make 
more than that on his next deal as a defense-first but not 
offensively ungifted bottom-six forward. Perhaps the best 
way we can explain Jarnkrok is that he's the type of guy 
teams go searching for at the trade deadline every season, 
without fail. 

Brett Kulak, D, Edmonton Oilers 

Age: 28 | 2021-22 cap hit: $750,000 

The Canadiens had two defensemen available at the 
deadline. One was Ben Chiarot, a veteran whose physicality 
was coveted, and the other was Kulak, who I predicted would 
be the better addition. Chiarot went to Florida and wasn't 
great. Kulak went to Edmonton and was tremendous at 5-on-
5 play, playing the role of defensive failsafe with Tyson 
Barrie. He could fill that role again alongside any number of 
other mobile defensemen if he doesn't remain with the 
Oilers, who are interested in retaining him. 

Johan Larsson, C, Washington Capitals 

Age: 29 | 2021-22 cap hit: $1.4 million 

An elite defensive center, but one who has hit 10 goals just 
once in a 10-season career. He missed a chunk of the 
season with the Coyotes and was traded to the Capitals, with 
whom he basically played the role of Carl Hagelin for the rest 
of the season. He's going to fill a hole in someone's bottom-
six forwards group, and he's going to do it with an affordable 
contract. 

Mason Marchment, LW, Florida Panthers 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $800,000 

The embodiment of what this tier is. He amassed 47 points in 
54 games last season with the Panthers with just 52 seconds 
of power-play time per game, and not seeing much time with 
Aleksander Barkov or Jonathan Huberdeau at 5-on-5. He's a 
physical player and a tenacious forechecker. Evolving 
Hockey has his next cap hit at $2.456 million annually, which 
might be a virtue of having only one season of proof of 
concept. 

Nick Paul, LW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $1.35 million 

How much money did Paul add to his next contract after 
being traded to the Lightning? The former Senators forward 
has been a huge lift to their bottom six and a fantastic 
penalty killer. Not a ton of offensive upside, but he does go to 
the net hard. Great in the dressing room, too. If the Lightning 
don't retain him, there should be plenty of teams wanting to 
land him. 

Evan Rodrigues, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $800,000 

He had 11.6 goals scored above replacement for the 
Penguins this season in 82 games, playing as well 
offensively as he did defensively. His 19 goals were 
revelatory but not unexpected: He's been around 0.9 goals 
per 60 minutes in his last few seasons. It's just a matter of 
staying in the lineup. Evolving Hockey sees him getting more 
than $3 million annually on his next deal. If the Penguins 
don't bring him back, someone's bottom six will benefit. 

Jan Rutta, D, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $1.3 million 

Playing the majority of your minutes next to Victor Hedman is 
like walking into a club next to Leo DiCaprio. It's easy to get 
overlooked. But Rutta is a fine defenseman who plays well at 
5-on-5 and had one of his strongest seasons in 2021-22. 
With his playoff experience and steady play, one wonders 
whether his old boss in Detroit might like to inquire about his 
services. That said, Tampa Bay is a plum gig. 

Paul Stastny, C, Winnipeg Jets 

Age: 36 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.75 million 

The veteran forward had an outstanding season for the Jets. 
He scored 45 points in 71 games, Stastny's highest total in 
four seasons. But the most impressive thing about his 2021-
22 campaign was the way he excelled no matter the role. 
He's like that person in your office who somehow knows how 
to fix the printer, clean the coffee machine and help you set 
up your direct deposit. Stastny is determined to keep playing 
and has stated he'd like it be with a team that has a chance 
to challenge for the Cup -- which he's still chasing, 17 
seasons into his career. 

P.K. Subban, D, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 33 | 2021-22 cap hit: $9,000,000 

Subban should have some new suitors now that he's not 
carrying a $9 million AAV. He had a really nice rebound 
season with the Devils, even if his numbers didn't 
necessarily reflect it. We'd love to see him contribute to a 
contender next season. Evolving Hockey projects him at $3.8 
million AAV on a three-year term. That sounds right. 

The boom-or-busts 

Players who have the ability to justify the investment -- or 
their contracts could eventually become an eyesore on 
CapFriendly. 
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Andreas Athanasiou, C, Los Angeles Kings 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2.7 million 

The promise of Athanasiou's 30-goal 2018-19 season still 
hasn't been fulfilled, but his 28-game campaign for the Kings 
this season put him over a goal-per-60 minutes pace for the 
first time in years. He still has great wheels and wasn't a 
defensive liability this season. But can you trust him from 
year to year? 

Marc-Andre Fleury, G, Minnesota Wild 

Re-signed by Wild on July 8 

Age: 37 | 2021-22 cap hit: $7 million 

At the risk of incurring the wrath of his surrogates, let's be 
real: Fleury did not play to an elite level last season. Money 
Puck had him at minus-0.250 goals saved above expected 
per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, which ranked him 42nd in the 
league. He was below replacement as a penalty-killing 
goalie, too. In Fleury's defense, it was a tumultuous season 
for him: Having his family and career uprooted from Vegas, 
then having another trade to Minnesota at the deadline. But 
his underwhelming play was what it was, and it continued 
into the postseason (.906). 

He turns 38 in November. He's a known commodity. The 
goalie market means he'll play next season if he desires to 
do so, and Evolving Hockey sees Fleury getting north of $4.7 
million per year. Can he recapture the magic? 

Nazem Kadri, C, Colorado Avalanche 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.5 million 

What an advantageous time to deliver a career year. Kadri 
had 87 points in 71 regular-season games for the Avs, 
anchoring their second line. He was outstanding in the 
playoffs before his injury, notably because he was actually 
playing games instead of talking to the Department of Player 
Safety. 

One assumes he's going to command a rather large salary to 
make up for being slightly undercompensated over the past 
few seasons. Evolving Hockey thinks he can clear $8.4 
million annually on a seven-year deal. The Avalanche have 
the space to absorb that cap hit now, but given some of the 
contracts they'll have to dole out in the next few years 
(including for Nathan MacKinnon), would they do anything 
that rich for that long for someone who turns 32 in October 
and had a nearly anomalous season in a contract year? And 
if they don't, who will? 

Evander Kane, LW, Edmonton Oilers 

Age: 30 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2,108,696 

Kane's social media post after the season felt like a farewell 
to Edmonton, didn't it? The Oilers want to retain him. It's 
going to be hard to replace 22 goals in 43 regular-season 
games and 13 goals in 15 postseason games. When you find 
someone who clicks with Connor McDavid, you want to keep 
that person around. For other teams, they know what Kane 
can do offensively -- although a 22.8% shooting rate in the 
playoffs probably isn't going to happen again. They also 
know what comes with Kane, which is no shortage of off-ice 

issues. Heck, he's still in a contract grievance with the 
Sharks. 

That said, Evolving Hockey projects him landing a five-year 
deal worth over $7.4 million annually. 

Phil Kessel, RW, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 34 | 2021-22 cap hit: $8 million 

In a way, one wishes Kessel could play for the Coyotes next 
season. The idea of Phil The Thrill walking the campus of 
Arizona State like Will Ferrell in "Old School" is an indelible 
image. But given their youth movement, he could be headed 
elsewhere. Kessel, who is eight games from breaking Keith 
Yandle's NHL consecutive games played record, had 44 
assists and eight goals last season. He can still help 
offensively. Just don't ask him to do anything at all on the 
defensive end. 

John Klingberg, D, Dallas Stars 

Age: 29 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.25 million 

Klingberg's resurgent offensive season (48 points in 74 
games) came at the right time because the only way he's 
getting a projected $6.8 million AAV contract as a free agent 
is if teams feel his scoring rate is worth the defensive black 
hole he has become at 5-on-5. Or, failing that, if they believe 
they have a left side "defensive defenseman" good enough 
to compensate for those lapses, as Dallas had with Esa 
Lindell. For years, one of Klingberg's virtues was his cap 
number. That'll change this offseason. 

Darcy Kuemper, G, Colorado Avalanche 

Age: 32 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.5 million 

Kuemper is a difficult one to predict. There are those in the 
hockey analytics community who feel he's been living off the 
reputation he forged as the best thing on some bad Coyotes 
teams. The second half of his season was extraordinary -- 
.934 save percentage and a 2.16 GAA at even strength -- but 
not all that far off from what Pavel Francouz did metrically in 
the same span. Again, he's a solid starter and an 
improvement in goal for 80% of the league. But "buyer 
beware," as the playoffs have indicated. 

Reilly Smith, RW, Vegas Golden Knights 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $5 million 

Smith is expected to be a cap casualty for the Golden 
Knights, as another original Golden Misfit leaves the fold. 
He's a consistent scorer who can contribute on special 
teams. He also played a top-line role with the Knights, so 
that can't be ignored. The problem is that he turns 32 next 
April and has 686 games under his belt. In the short term, he 
could help a contender. On a five-year free-agent deal north 
of $6.3 million per year? It could end up being an albatross. 

Vincent Trocheck, C, Carolina Hurricanes 

Age: 28 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2,533,333 

Trocheck's two seasons with Carolina have been fine. His 
2020-21 campaign, with 43 points in 47 games, was followed 
by 51 points in 81 games this season, which was metrically 
stronger offensively and defensively. He can be a little 
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inconsistent, and this strong defensive season could be an 
anomaly. He's probably better cast as a third-line center than 
a No. 2 on a good team. 

Frank Vatrano, LW/RW, New York Rangers 

Age: 28 | 2021-22 cap hit: $2,533,333 

Vatrano is another tricky one. He's 28 and hit 24 goals once 
with the Florida Panthers, in 2018-19. He shot 11.5% that 
season. In 22 games with the Rangers, skating with Mika 
Zibanejad among other top-line players, he shot 14.3% and 
then 12.2% while scoring five goals in 20 playoff games. 
That could be ample evidence that the Rangers should keep 
him around and that he could benefit someone else's middle 
six. But only at a price that isn't impacted by recency bias. 

Nikita Zadorov, D, Calgary Flames 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.75 million 

His 22 points in 74 games was a career high and the rare 
time the defenseman didn't offset his admittedly stellar 
shutdown game with an anemic offense. Probably better as 
the third-pairing defenseman on a good team than the 
second-pairing defenseman on a bad one. Evolving Hockey 
sees him earning a $4.255 million AAV, which is a 
reasonable raise. 

The rickety investments 

Danger, danger! Familiar names, strong reputations, but 
options teams might think hard about before signing. 

Ben Chiarot, D, Florida Panthers 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.5 million 

Chiarot's calling card is being a defensive defenseman, and 
he has played at a sub-replacement level defensively for two 
straight seasons. His physicality and "grit" will always earn 
him another contract -- Evolving Hockey thinks it could be 
north of $5.4 million annually -- even if his underlying 
numbers don't warrant it. 

Max Domi, C, Carolina Hurricanes 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $5.3 million 

Domi was acquired by the Hurricanes from the Columbus 
Blue Jackets with the lowest of expectations -- fill in on the 
fourth line. He surpassed those with seven points in 19 
games and six points in 14 playoff games that include a two-
goal performance in Game 7 against the Boston Bruins. That 
might be enough to entice some offers for his services, but 
after seven seasons of him showing little interest in playing 
defense at an NHL level, it might not be worth it unless he's 
given another narrowly scoped role. 

Nick Leddy, D, St. Louis Blues 

Age: 31 | 2021-22 cap hit: $5.5 million 

Leddy has always been an interesting defenseman. He can 
really move the puck and set up scoring chances. Between 
the Red Wings and Blues, he had 24 points in 75 games. But 
he was below replacement on the defensive end this season, 
continuing the erosion of that side of his game. He still could 
garner $5 million or more annually against the cap, but 

defensemen can end up on a slippery slope at this point in 
their careers. 

Josh Manson, D, Colorado Avalanche 

Age: 30 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4.1 million 

The risk here is that Manson's reputation as a physical 
defensive defenseman combined with his role in the Avs' run 
to the Stanley Cup Final is going to manifest into a ridiculous 
contract offer from someone. Despite some of his playoff 
numbers, Manson is an offensive pit who also takes too 
many penalties. On the right terms, having him is an asset. 
Too much investment, though, and he could be seen in a 
much different light. 

Tyler Motte, C, New York Rangers 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $1.225 million 

Motte is one of those bottom-six players who is an absolutely 
smart signing at a certain price point but whose lack of 
offensive output in balance with good-but-not-spectacular 
defense could become glaring at a higher AAV. It's possible 
his next deal will fall into the latter category this summer. 

Rickard Rakell, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Age: 27 | 2021-22 cap hit: $3.64 million 

It's pretty obvious that those 30-goal campaigns from Rakell 
around five seasons ago were anomalous. His ability to finish 
chances is substandard -- this was the first time in four 
seasons that Rakell finished above 10% in shooting 
percentage. He's a player who tallies around two points per 
60 minutes and has been well above replacement level in 
two of the past three seasons. But there are better, cheaper 
options as far as offensive wingers who don't offer much 
defense at 5-on-5 -- and they'll score more goals, too. 

The shocking potential departures 

The players we simply can't envision wearing another 
uniform. 

Patrice Bergeron, C, Boston Bruins 

Age: 36 | 2021-22 cap hit: $6.875 million 

The best defensive forward in NHL history is a free agent in 
name only. He's not sure whether he'll return to play in his 
19th NHL season, but if he does, it's undoubtedly going to be 
with the Bruins. Bergeron's decision, however, could impact 
how Boston approaches any number of other names on this 
list. 

Kris Letang, D, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Re-signed by Penguins on July 7 

Age: 35 | 2021-22 cap hit: $7.25 million 

One of two key free agents for the Penguins, along with 
Evgeni Malkin. Letang remains an elite offensive 
defenseman, tallying a career-high 68 points this season and 
averaging 2.0 points per 60 minutes in three of the past four 
seasons. His even-strength defensive metrics have declined 
in each of the past three seasons, which is to be expected 
with age. 
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Still, it would be advantageous for the Penguins to keep him 
around, as replacements for his skill set aren't easy to come 
by. If not, he'll quarterback someone's power play to great 
success. 

Evgeni Malkin, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Age: 35 | 2021-22 cap hit: $9.5 million 

Evgeni Malkin, ex-Penguin? It's hard to comprehend that, but 
for the first time, the possibility exists that Malkin could 
continue his career elsewhere. Rob Rossi of The Athletic 
reported this week that the Fenway Sports Group has 
prioritized keeping Malkin and Letang in Pittsburgh for "the 
remainder of their respective careers." Now it's just a matter 
of money, and that's always the trickiest matter. 

If he becomes available, Malkin will make a fraction of his 
current cap number. He has reached the age where his 
speed, such as it ever was, has declined and injuries are a 
concern. But then you see those hands make a play that 
takes your breath away. This is Joe Thornton-type twilight for 
Malkin; will a series of one-year deals follow? 

David Perron, LW, St. Louis Blues 

Age: 34 | 2021-22 cap hit: $4 million 

This wouldn't be the first time Perron left St. Louis, as this is 
actually his third stint with the Blues. But after four seasons, 
the Stanley Cup win and his place next to Ryan O'Reilly on 
the top line, it now feels as if there's a sense of permanence 
with Perron and the Blue Note. Perron wants back, and GM 
Doug Armstrong has expressed the same. 

"He's a true pro, and [has] been a very good St. Louis Blue, 
and if we can make it work out, I'd love to," Armstrong said. If 
Perron goes, expect a contender with an eye for playoff 
heroism to make a pitch. 

The spackle 

The free agents available who don't fall neatly into one of the 
other tiers. But note that there are past (and probably future) 
Stanley Cup champions in the bunch. 

Noel Acciari, C, Florida Panthers 
Josh Archibald, F, Edmonton Oilers 
Zach Aston-Reese, F, Colorado Avalanche 
Jay Beagle, C, Arizona Coyotes 
Nathan Beaulieu, D, Pittsburgh Penguins 
Jordie Benn, D, Minnesota Wild 
Matt Benning, D, Nashville Predators 
Nick Bjugstad, C, Minnesota Wild 
Brian Boyle, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 
Tyler Bozak, C, St. Louis Blues 
Derick Brassard, C, Edmonton Oilers 
Justin Braun, D, Philadelphia Flyers 
Will Butcher, D, Buffalo Sabres 
Ryan Carpenter, C, Calgary Flames 
Zdeno Chara, D, New York Islanders 
Alex Chiasson, F, Vancouver Canucks 
Andrew Cogliano, C, Colorado Avalanche 

Ian Cole, D, Carolina Hurricanes 
Nick Cousins, C, Nashville Predators 
Calvin de Haan, D, Chicago Blackhawks 
Danny DeKeyser, D, Detroit Red Wings 
Nicolas Deslauriers, LW/RW, Minnesota Wild 
Casey DeSmith, G, Pittsburgh Penguins 
Ryan Dzingel, F, San Jose Sharks 
Cody Eakin, C, Buffalo Sabres 
Tyler Ennis, C, Ottawa Senators 
Sam Gagner, C, Detroit Red Wings 
Alex Galchenyuk, F, Arizona Coyotes 
Thomas Greiss, G, Detroit Red Wings 
Erik Gudbranson, D, Calgary Flames 
Robert Hagg, D, Florida Panthers 
Jaroslav Halak, G, Vancouver Canucks 
Darren Helm, C, Colorado Avalanche 
Thomas Hickey, D, New York Islanders 
Vinnie Hinostroza, F, Buffalo Sabres 
Brad Hunt, D, Vancouver Canucks 
Mattias Janmark, F, Vegas Golden Knights 
Marcus Johansson, F, Washington Capitals 
Jack Johnson, D, Colorado Avalanche 
Martin Jones, G, Philadelphia Flyers 
Mikko Koskinen, G, Edmonton Oilers 
Curtis Lazar, C, Boston Bruins 
Trevor Lewis, RW, Calgary Flames 
Ilya Lyubushkin, D, Toronto Maple Leafs 
Olli Maatta, D, Los Angeles Kings 
Greg McKegg, C, New York Rangers 
Colin Miller, D, Buffalo Sabres 
Ryan Murray, D, Colorado Avalanche 
Riley Nash, C, Tampa Bay Lightning 
Markus Nutivaara, D, Florida Panthers 
Cedric Paquette, C, Montreal Canadiens 
Mathieu Perreault, C, Montreal Canadiens 
Tyler Pitlick, RW, Montreal Canadiens 
Mark Pysyk, D/RW, Buffalo Sabres 
Michael Raffl, F, Dallas Stars 
Victor Rask, C, Seattle Kraken 
Brad Richardson, C, Vancouver Canucks 
Brett Ritchie, F, Calgary Flames 
David Rittich, G, Nashville Predators 
Kevin Rooney, C, New York Rangers 
Antoine Roussel, F, Arizona Coyotes 
Kris Russell, D, Edmonton Oilers 
Zach Sanford, C, Ottawa Senators 
Justin Schultz, D, Washington Capitals 
Riley Sheahan, C, Seattle Kraken 
Dominik Simon, C, Anaheim Ducks 
Brendan Smith, D, Carolina Hurricanes 
Nico Sturm, C, Colorado Avalanche 
Brandon Sutter, F, Vancouver Canucks 
Marc Staal, D Detroit Red Wings 
Troy Stecher, D, Los Angeles Kings 
Derek Stepan, C, Carolina Hurricanes 
Anton Stralman, D, Arizona Coyotes 
Chris Tierney, C, Ottawa Senators 
Jimmy Vesey, LW/RW, New Jersey Devils 
Keith Yandle, D, Philadelphia Flyers
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Flyers acquire Tony DeAngelo from Hurricanes, sign two-year extension 

The Philadelphia Flyers have acquired defenceman Tony 
DeAngelo and pick No. 220 of the 2022 NHL Draft from the 
Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for pick No. 101, a third-
round pick in 2023 and a second-round pick in 2024. 

DeAngelo, who was a pending restricted free agent, is 
signing a two-year extension worth $5 million a season 
following the trade. 

DeAngelo produced 10 goals and 41 assists with a plus-30 
rating in 64 games with the Hurricanes last season. 

Prior to joining the Hurricanes, DeAngelo played four 
seasons with the New York Rangers and one with Arizona 
Coyotes — where he began his NHL career. 

In 2019-20, DeAngelo broke out with 15 goals and 38 assists 
in 68 games for the Rangers, but the following year he was 
at the centre of a lot of controversy on and off the ice, 
culminating in an altercation with then-teammate Alexandar 
Georgiev outside the locker room following an overtime loss. 
He was subsequently bought out by New York.

 

 

 

Trade: Flyers acquire Tony DeAngelo from Hurricanes for three draft picks 

By Adam Gretz 

Tony DeAngelo is on the move again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded the restricted free agent 
defenseman on Friday, along with a seventh-round draft 
pick, to the Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for second, third, 
and fourth draft picks that will be spread out over the next 
three years. The second-round pick is in 2024, the third-
round pick is 2023, and the fourth-round pick is for this year. 

Philadelphia then reportedly re-signed DeAngelo to a two-
year contract extension with a salary cap hit of $5 million per 
season. 

“We’re very happy to add Tony to our team and I know he is 
very excited to join the Flyers,” said Fletcher. “We did our 
due diligence and we strongly believe in Tony and his ability 
to help our team. He is a right-handed shot who moves the 
puck extremely well and will drive offense from the back end 
for us.” 

On one hand, DeAngelo provides a ton of offense from the 
blue line and is coming off of a 10 goal, 41 assist, 51 point 
season in 64 games. Over his past two seasons he has 
scored at a 64-point pace over 82 games. So there is 
definitely a lot of offensive upside there. 

The downsides, though, are that DeAngelo gives up a lot on 
the defensive end of the ice and brings a ton of baggage with 
him off the ice. DeAngelo has already worn out his welcome 
in multiple organizations, and is now set to join what is 
already his fifth different team at 26. For a defenseman that 

produces the way he does, that should be an alarming red 
flag. Why doesn’t anybody want to keep him? 

He has only stuck with one organization for more than two 
years (he spent just a little more than three years in New 
York) and is on the move again. Tampa Bay moved on just 
one year after using a first-round pick on him (despite strong 
play in the American Hockey League) for a second-round 
pick. Arizona traded him after just one year in its organization 
in the move for Derek Stepan. His fallout from the Rangers 
after his three years there was tumultuous to say the least. 
And now after a 51-point season, the Hurricanes are moving 
on. 

Maybe they wouldn’t be moving on if not for salary cap 
reasons, because they were reportedly considering not 
tendering him a qualifying offer this offseason. And that is 
definitely a fair argument in this case. But if you really want 
to keep a potential 60-point defenseman that is still only 26 
years old, you probably find a way to make that work. 

As it stands, he is now a member of the Flyers and gets yet 
another fresh start. 

That now brings us to the question with the Flyers. 

Giving up three draft picks for a player that might have been 
available in free agency in a couple of weeks is certainly an 
interesting choice, especially for a team in the Flyers’ 
position. 

The Flyers’ approach to the 2022-23 season remains curious 
because they still seem to think they are better than they 
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actually are. The Flyers had one of the worst records in the 
league last season, no longer have Claude Giroux, and still 
seem to believe they have a chance to make the playoffs. 
Otherwise, why hire an established coach like John 
Tortorella? Or re-sign Rasmus Ristolainen for such a 
massive salary? Or trade for DeAngelo and sign him for two 
years? They still have major questions all over the roster, 
including a massive one in net with Carter Hart. The 

acquisition of DeAngelo might also be bad news for a 
potential Ryan Ellis return anytime soon as the team still 
does not know when he will be skating or return to the lineup. 
He was one of their main offseason additions a year ago but 
was limited to just four games due to injury. 

It all reeks of a team without much of a direction and a weird 
push for 85 points.

 

 

 

About Last Season: Jalen Chatfield 

Defenseman Jalen Chatfield was signed as organizational 
depth, but a strong season puts him in the conversation for 
an NHL spot next year.  

By Sarah.A  

Jalen Chatfield 2021-22 By The Numbers 

 Age: 26 

 NHL Seasons: 2 

 Scoring: NHL — 3 Assists, 3 Points in 16 Games 
Played | AHL — 6 Goals, 12 Assists, 18 Points in 
44 Games Played 

 Playoff Scoring: NHL — N/A | AHL — 2 Goals, 6 
Assists, 8 Points in 18 Games Played 

 Advances Statistics: 58.82 CF%, 60.50 xGF%, 
53.85 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:22 ES, 0:00 PP, 0:22 SH 

 Contract Status: 2 Years Remaining at $762,500 
AAV 

After four seasons in the Vancouver Canucks organization — 
three spent entirely with their then-AHL affiliate, the Utica 
Comets, and one spent entirely with the Canucks, albeit 
mostly on the taxi squad — Jalen Chatfield’s signing with the 
Hurricanes in July 2021 seemed to be all about minor-league 
depth.  

While Chatfield needed to pass through waivers to be 
assigned to the AHL, there never seemed to be any concern 
about losing him. His 17 points through 142 AHL games, 
combined with his relatively lackluster NHL resume, didn’t 
scream out as Chatfield being the type of player who would 
be looking to fill a bigger role. 

As the meme goes, though, Chatfield took that personally, 
and immediately established himself as a leader on the blue 
line in the AHL. Skating alongside Jesper Sellgren, Chatfield 
played a very smart two-way game, responsible defensively 
while also chipping in on offense at an unprecedented rate 
for his career, even recording goals in three consecutive 
games early in the season. 

Chatfield’s explosive speed is one of his biggest assets, and 
it’s what makes him such a handful for opponents. Launching 
a breakaway while Chatfield is on the ice is a challenge, as 
he’s absolutely got the speed to catch up with opponents, 
and the hockey IQ to shut down the attempt without taking a 
penalty.  

Throughout the season, Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky repeatedly cited Chatfield as one of the team’s 
best defensemen, and that was even more clear during the 
playoffs, where he played major minutes in key games, 
shutting down the potent offense of the Wolves’ opponents.  

Chatfield played 16 games with the Hurricanes this season 
and never looked out of place in his depth role. There 
seemed to be little adjustment needed from him as he got 
accustomed to play at the next level and overall looked much 
stronger than he did during his stint with the Canucks.  

At this point, Chatfield has legitimately entered the 
conversation as someone who should be considered for a 
role on the Hurricanes in the 2022-23 season. A strong 
training camp can help bolster his chances. His breakout 
performance in the AHL, as well as the Calder Cup now on 
his resume, could attract the attention of other teams, 
making Chatfield more difficult to slide through on waivers. 
The Hurricanes may have a tough decision to make next 
season, but Chatfield has done everything in his power to 
land himself a spot in the NHL next year.
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Canes deal DeAngelo to Flyers 

The Hurricanes are parting ways with the RFA defenseman 
after one season.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes are getting busy early on this day 
two of the NHL Draft, as restricted free agent defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo is on his way out.  

The Canes traded DeAngelo’s rights to the Philadelphia 
Flyers in exchange for a second, third and fourth round pick. 
A seventh-round pick will also go to the Flyers.  

DeAngelo had a strong season with the Hurricanes in 2021-
22, recording 51 points in 64 games while slotting into the 
Canes’ top pairing for most of the season. We took a detailed 
look at his season here.  

The reported return here from the Flyers is pretty substantial 
considering DeAngelo is an RFA. The three picks will be 
spread over the next three years, according to LeBrun, while 
the Hurricanes will also send a seventh-round pick to Philly 
with DeAngelo.  

DeAngelo, an RFA, has also reportedly agreed to a two-year 
extension with the Flyers worth $5 million AAV.  

UPDATE: 11:32 a.m. 

The trade is official.  

Tony DeAngelo and the 220nd pick are headed to 
Philadelphia in exchange for today’s 101st pick, a third-round 
pick in 2023 and a second-round pick in 2024. 

Here is the full press release from the Hurricanes: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired a 
fourth-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft (101st overall), a 
conditional third-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft and a 
second-round pick in the 2024 NHL Draft from the 
Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo and a seventh-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft 
(220th overall). 

DeAngelo, 26, registered 51 points (10g, 41a) in 64 regular-
season games with Carolina last season and added 10 
points (1g, 9a) in 14 playoff contests. The 5’11”, 180-pound 
defenseman led all Hurricanes blueliners in goals, assists 
and points in 2021-22. Signed as a free agent on July 28, 
2021, the Sewell, N.J., native established new NHL career 
highs in assists, power-play assists (18), power-play points 
(20) and plus/minus (+30) in one season with the Hurricanes.

 

2022 Draft Recap, Analysis and Grades 

Carolina added to an already deep pipeline with seven 
selections on Friday. 

By Matthew Somma 

That was a fun draft, wouldn’t you say? It’s hard to believe 
that it went by so quickly, especially given how long the past 
two drafts were. The Hurricanes made two trades and 
selected seven players during day two of the draft, and I’m 
here to judge all of it. We’ll dive right in with the first move of 
the day, where the Hurricanes traded Tony DeAngelo’s 
signing rights to the Philadelphia Flyers. 

DeAngelo Trade 

Matt’s Grade: A 

NHL insiders were reporting that morning that the Hurricanes 
weren’t able to get an extension done with DeAngelo and 
were then looking to trade him. We’ve seen the Hurricanes 
make this type of trade before, where they traded Joel 
Edmundson’s signing rights to Montreal in exchange for a 
fifth-round pick in 2020. Obviously, the Hurricanes wanted to 
keep DeAngelo, but the team wasn’t going to give him the 
type of money that he wanted. Once it became clear that the 
money he wanted was going to be too much for them, they 
traded his rights to Philly.  

It’s a great move. This is a player that you were going to lose 
for nothing, and instead, you turn it into the 101st overall pick 
this year, a third in next year’s draft and a second in 2024. 
Sure, it’s magic beans, but anything is better than nothing in 
this case. It’s a nice piece of work by Waddell & Co.  

60th Overall - Gleb Trikozov 

Matt’s Grade: A 

I really like Gleb. He’s an elite offensive player that could be 
a legitimate top six forward at the next level. Signing Russian 
prospects might be a little more complicated, but the 
Hurricanes showed that it’s not impossible when they signed 
Alexander Pashin earlier this year. Trikozov is a pick that 
should excite Hurricanes fans. He’s exactly what the 
Hurricanes look for in a prospect: smart, quick on his feet 
and skilled. 

This pick may be a bit of a slow burn, but once Trikozov 
reaches the NHL, the sky is the limit. We loved Gleb at 
Smaht Scouting. We loved Gleb enough to rank him eighth 
overall, well higher than any other outlet. While eighth may 
be a little high, Eliteprospects’ consolidated rankings had him 
at 28th, well higher than his actual draft position. 

71st Overall - Alexander Perevalov 

Matt’s Grade: B+ 

I like this pick a little less than the Gleb pick, but I do like this 
pick a lot. Perevalov has his flaws but is an incredibly skilled 
forward and could be a really nice bet on upside for the 
Hurricanes. There’s a tremendous amount of skill in 
Perevalov’s game and he’ll have enough time to develop in 
Russia before coming to North America. 

This pick feels like the Puistola pick, in a way. Hear me out, 
though. Puistola has all the skill in the world and hasn’t quite 
put it together yet, and I’m getting a similar vibe from 
Perevalov. At this point in the draft, you should be taking 
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swings on upside, not filling your pipeline with players that 
might be okay on your third or fourth line. The chances that 
those players end up being busts are just as high as 
Perevalov’s, so swing for upside. 

101st Overall - Simon Forsmark 

Matt’s Grade: B 

Forsmark isn’t the flashiest defenseman but he shows 
potential as a two way defender at the next level. I view him 
more as a third pairing defenseman if he’s an NHL player, 
but he can join the rush and make smart passes in all three 
zones. I don’t know if he’ll ever pop offensively at the NHL 
level, which is why I view him as a third pairing defenseman.  

Still, this is another fantastic pick given where the Hurricanes 
were able to draft Forsmark. Some sites had him ranked in 
the early second round and the Hurricanes managed to draft 
Forsmark 101st overall. It’s another great value selection by 
the Hurricanes, who have become notorious for doing so at 
the draft.  

124th Overall - Cruz Lucius 

Matt’s Grade: C+ 

Lucius had a lot of injury issues this year, which limited him 
to 23 games with the NTDP and six games at the U18s. The 
Hurricanes clearly liked Lucius’ playmaking ability, and 
Assistant GM Darren Yorke also raved about his shot and 
play around the net. Clearly, the Hurricanes like the player. 
Lucius has size, strength on the puck and enough offensive 
skills to warrant a pick in this spot. I’m giving the selection a 
C+ now since I don’t know a ton about the player, but I’m 
looking forward to watching him play for the University of 
Wisconsin in the fall. 

156th Overall - Vladimir Grudinin 

Matt’s Grade: A 

Grudinin might end up being one of the steals of the draft. He 
was a first round talent on a lot of public lists because of his 
elite skating and puck skills, and yet somehow, the 
Hurricanes were once again able to select a falling player. 
Grudinin is awesome and I seriously hope that he can make 
it to the NHL. People will point to his size and lack of muscle 
as weak points, but he can easily get stronger within the next 
few years. Grudinin is going to be a very fun prospect to 
keep an eye on. He played at all three levels of Russian 
hockey this year and has high upside. Yes, there are 
concerns about the fact that he plays for CSKA, but once 
again, you swing for upside with your picks.  

Grudinin will be a long term project but one that could pay off 
in a big way for the Hurricanes. 

171st Overall - Jakub Vondras 

Matt’s Grade: C 

Vondras was the only goaltender selected by the Hurricanes 
in this draft, making it two straight drafts where the 
Hurricanes have selected a Czech goaltender. Vondras is an 

unknown for me. He’s a right-handed goalie, which you don’t 
see very many of, and he had some solid numbers at the 
U20 level this past season. Beyond that, I don’t know 
anything. What I do know is that it’s always good to take at 
least one goalie in every draft, and the Hurricanes did just 
that. 

Hurricanes Trade Pick 188 

Matt’s Grade: Sure, why not? 

The Hurricanes traded this pick to Chicago in exchange for a 
sixth round pick in 2023, and while it’ll almost certainly be a 
higher selection, the difference in pick quality is marginal. 
Moving on. 

205th Overall - Alexander Pelevin 

Matt’s Grade: B 

I profiled Pelevin a few weeks ago and wasn’t thrilled about 
the idea of the Hurricanes drafting him in the second round, 
which is where he was projected to go. That being said, I do 
like this pick in the seventh round. Pelevin has great physical 
and defensive tools and is a true shutdown defender. He can 
shut down any sort of offense and makes a lot of really smart 
plays in his own end. I don’t believe that there is any offense 
to his game whatsoever, and while he may be able to play in 
transition, I see him being a player that is at his best when 
he’s in his own end.  

Final Grade and Thoughts 

I’m giving the Hurricanes an A for today’s draft. Not all of the 
picks were home runs, but all of Carolina’s picks were 
fantastic value for where they were able to draft the player. 
Without a first round pick, it’s difficult to add a true top talent, 
but they were able to draft a forward with legitimate top six 
upside in Trikozov as well as one with middle six upside in 
Perevalov. The Lucius pick could look excellent once he 
plays in a full season, and I’m partial to the Grudinin 
selection. The Hurricanes didn’t draft a single center and I’m 
going to pretend that I didn’t say it was our biggest “need” 
heading into the draft. Sometimes, the best players available 
aren’t centers and you take the best player available.  

One thing I will say is that this year’s draft class comes with a 
lot of uncertainty. Obviously, there’s a fair amount of risk with 
your four Russian players as there is no guarantee that you’ll 
be able to get them over to North America. Still, I trust in the 
Hurricanes’ scouts. They clearly felt comfortable with taking 
these players and that gives me some hope. One ray of hope 
is that both Trikozov and Grudinin are represented by Gold 
Star Hockey, which is Dan Milstein’s agency. He is one of 
the biggest agents when it comes to getting Russian players 
to North America, so that’s something to keep in mind. I hope 
you all have enjoyed the draft as much as I have. I can’t wait 
for development camp to roll around so we can see some of 
our new picks as well as some of the prospects drafted in 
2020 and 2021 that we have yet to see in person. It’s a great 
time to be a Carolina Hurricanes fan.
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2022 Carolina Hurricanes Development Camp Roster Notes 

The Hurricanes will be holding their first development camp 
since 2019 this week. 

By Matthew Somma 

It feels nice to say that the Hurricanes will be holding a 
development camp this year. While nobody will be making 
the NHL based on their performance in development camp, it 
gives fans an opportunity to see the team’s drafted prospects 
in person. For most folks, this is their only opportunity to see 
these players in person until the next year, so it’s an exciting 
time.  
This year is especially exciting because it will give fans their 
first look at members of Carolina’s 2020 and 2021 drafts. 
Below, you’ll find analysis on all of the Hurricanes prospects 
that will attend development camp this year, as well as notes 
on one of the invites that I watched this past season. 

This is a smaller roster than we’re used to seeing in years 
past for development camps. Normally, the Hurricanes would 
have a ton of prospects and invites attending, but this year, 
the roster is fairly small. 21 players will attend, and that 
number would be larger if we did not have prospects 
attending World Juniors camps this month. Patrik Hamrla, 
Joel Nystrom, Ronan Seeley, Ville Koivunen and Aleksi 
Heimosalmi are all attending camps this month. It’s also very 
difficult to get Russian players to the United States right now, 
which is why I’m a little surprised that Alexander Pashin is 
attending.  

Forwards 

Cruz Lucius - Lucius is a really interesting prospect. Had he 
played in a full season, it’s possible that he could’ve been 
picked much higher. There’s solid tools in his game with the 
way that he scans the ice and works around the net. Outside 
of that, I don’t know a ton about the player, which is why I 
turned to my friend Paul Zuk at Smaht Scouting for some 
insight. 

“I like [Lucius], i just find he struggles to execute. Like he 
thinks the game and knows what to do with the puck as good 
or better than his brother. He just has a hard time putting the 
pieces together.” 

I like the bet that the Hurricanes are making. Chaz Lucius 
was selected 18th overall in last year’s draft, so if Cruz’s 
hockey sense is better than his brother’s, it may be possible 
that he can outperform his draft position. 

Bobby Orr Jr. - Orr is a strong skater and a tenacious 
forechecker in the offensive zone. I see a great two way 
forward and a player that can make a lot of things happen in 
the offensive zone, but his individual skill hasn’t quite popped 
yet. Orr plays a style of hockey that Rod Brind’Amour will 
love, however, so that could be a huge factor in his game 
next year. I normally hate using NHL comparables for 
players, but Orr reminds me a lot of Brock McGinn. 

Justin Robidas - Robidas likely signs an entry-level contract 
with the team at the end of his QMJHL season. I thought that 
he was great this past year. He’s a good skater, strong on 
the puck, good in his own end and a great shooter. I think 
that Robidas can fill a role in a team’s middle six, size be 
damned. He has elite goal scoring ability and works his tail 

off in all three zones. Smaller players get a lot of disrespect 
but it’s not a good determinant of a player’s skill. 

Jackson Blake - Blake was one of the top scoring players in 
the USHL this past year and has a lot of potential in his own 
end. He’s tricky with the puck, a shifty skater, incredibly 
smart and a great playmaker. Blake will likely be more of a 
playmaker if he makes it to the NHL, but it’s going to take a 
while. He is still fairly raw in his own end and I feel that he’s 
still pretty slight and can’t win puck battles just yet. That can 
easily be worked on over four years in college. 

Alexander Pashin - Pashin is a huge addition to the 
Hurricanes organization. When he was drafted, there were 
doubts that he’d be willing to come to North America right 
away, but here we are two years later. Pashin has elite 
offensive upside and while he needs to add strength, he 
might be one of the most exciting prospects in the pipeline. 
Very few players are able to manipulate defenses the way 
Pashin can. He can slice through a defense and create 
offense out of nothing. Keep an eye on Pashin, he’ll be a 
good one. 

Massimo Rizzo - Rizzo established himself as one of the 
best passers in the NCAA as a freshman this past season. 
He also won a National Championship, so he’s off to a 
promising start. I wasn’t sure how Rizzo would perform this 
past year due to his injury history, but he outperformed any 
expectations. Rizzo’s skating and puck skills are elite and I 
feel that he blossomed as a playmaker this past year.  

Lucas Mercuri - Mercuri began his collegiate career with 
UMass this past year and played in a depth role for the most 
part. His strength and two way play make him a possible 
NHL player, but it’s going to take at least three more years. 
There’s untapped offensive potential in his game, but I see 
Mercuri as more of a defense first center at the next level. 

Defensemen 

Scott Morrow - Morrow is arguably the Hurricanes’ best 
prospect and has elite offensive upside. He could be a future 
top pairing defenseman based on the way he skates, thinks 
the game and makes plays happen, but he’ll need to improve 
defensively first. Morrow had a stellar freshman season with 
UMass and was one of the best defensemen in his 
conference last year. This year, Morrow should be one of the 
top defensemen in college hockey.  

Bryce Montgomery - Montgomery is a big defenseman with 
solid skating and shutdown ability. He hasn’t gotten the 
chance to show his offensive skills yet, but the tools are 
there. Montgomery makes a lot of smart plays in his own end 
and can join the rush, and while in the offensive zone, he 
isn’t afraid to contribute to the play. 

Simon Forsmark - Forsmark is one of three 2022 draft picks 
that will be attending this year’s development camp. Our 
group at Smaht Scouting ranked him 61st on our board 
because of his skating, defensive maturity and hockey 
sense. The offensive part of his game didn’t click at the SHL 
level last year, but he was a productive defenseman in U20, 
which shows that he can contribute offensively when given 
the opportunity.  
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Cade Webber - Webber is another big shutdown 
defenseman that can skate exceptionally well for his size. I 
haven’t seen anything from him offensively since he got to 
college, but he’s tough to play against and can help move 
the puck in transition. He has fantastic hockey sense in his 
own zone, too.  

Domenick Fensore - Fensore is a treat to watch. Very few 
defensemen skate as well as he does, and even fewer have 
the ability to make plays happen like Fensore can. Fensore 
can shut down a rush and then take the puck the other way, 
making a play to generate offense for his team. He’s great in 
the offensive zone and would have been much more 
productive in the first half of the season if he wasn’t passing 
to Tyler Boucher. Fensore will be the captain of Boston 
University next season. 

Goaltenders 

Jakub Vondras - Vondras is the third and final 2022 draft 
selection that will be attending development camp. I haven’t 
been able to watch any film on him yet, as I’ve taken a few 
days off since the draft, but I hope to get a look at him in 
development camp. Interestingly, he catches with his right 
hand, which isn’t something you see a lot of. 

Nikita Quapp - That’s right folks, we’re talking Quapp Quapp 
Quapp at development camp. I like Quapp and I believe 
there’s potential in his game. He’s fairly athletic but his real 
standout trait is the way he tracks the puck. He knows where 
the puck is going and is able to get square to the puck with 
ease, preventing a lot of scoring chances and taking away 
the net. Quapp should get more of an opportunity with Berlin 
in the DEL next season and should also be one of 
Germany’s goalies at August’s World Juniors as well as the 
one in December. 

Dylan Ernst - Ernst is the only camp invite that I know 
anything about this year. The other two WHL skaters weren’t 
really on my radar, but I watched Ernst a few times. I think he 
has potential. He backed up Dylan Garand this year but has 
solid tools, such as his size and athleticism, that could make 
him a decent goaltender down the road. 

Enjoy development camp, folks. While these games are 
relatively meaningless, it’s a great opportunity to see hockey 
in the summer. You also get the opportunity to see some 
potential NHL players, which is always a fun experience. 
Since all of the games happen while I’m working, I will be 
unable to attend. I’ll be hitting up InStat for some film on our 
drafted prospects when it comes time to get some prospect 
profiles out.
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘The face of hockey is changing’: A roundtable on Mike 
Grier's historic moment 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

July 10, 2022, 12:10 PM 

 

When we look back at the pivotal moments in the history of the game, 
we’ll remember July 5, 2022. 

Like so many other dates linked forever to momentous, long-awaited 
steps forward for the hockey world, this one too will have its place on that 
path: the day Mike Grier was officially named GM of the San Jose 
Sharks, and in turn, the day he became the first Black general manager 
in NHL history. 

It took a century for this moment to arrive. And for many throughout the 
hockey world, watching the league from afar or plying their trade within it, 
it’s not one to be glossed over or lost in the shuffle. It’s cause for 
celebration — not because it ticks a box, but because it’s a shift that 
speaks to a larger wave of progress being seen in the game of late. 

And as was the case for the trailblazers who made their marks as 
players, as coaches, as referees, it’s a shift that opens the door for the 
ones that will come next. 

To get a better sense of the significance of this moment and the 
momentum we’ve seen envelop the sport, we turned to six 
changemakers who’ve long been dedicated to growing the game and 
building a more diverse hockey world, and asked them to share their 
perspectives: 

Kim Davis is the NHL’s senior vice president of social impact, growth and 
legislative affairs, and has long served as the leading voice within the 
league when it comes to efforts to diversify the game. 

Dr. Tunisha Singleton is the president of Black Girl Hockey Club’s board 
of directors, and an expert when it comes to understanding sports 
fandom, and the relationship between sport and society. 

Damon Kwame Mason is a filmmaker whose award-winning 
documentary Soul on Ice told the story of Black athletes’ contributions to 
hockey’s history. He now works with the NHL to promote diversity within 
the game, and highlight minority voices in the hockey world. 

Bryant McBride is the co-founder of the Carnegie Initiative, an 
organization working to promote inclusion in hockey. McBride became 
the NHL’s first Black executive when he joined the league as its vice 
president of business development in the early ‘90s. 

Nathaniel Mata is a San Jose-born lifelong Sharks fan, and the CEO of 
RGV Roller, a non-profit in the Rio Grande Valley working to promote 
inclusion and accessibility in the game through roller and ball hockey 
youth programs. 

Evan F. Moore is a Chicago-based journalist and author who co-wrote 
the book, Game Misconduct, an in-depth look at hockey culture’s flaws 
and the path to finding progress in the sport. 

(Interviews for this piece were conducted separately. They have been 
edited only for clarity and brevity.) 

More from Sportsnet 

In historic hire, Sharks officially name Mike Grier as their new general 
manager 

Big Read: Inside the fight to get Herb Carnegie into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame 

SN: We saw Mike Grier officially announced as the general manager of 
the San Jose Sharks, making history as the NHL’s first Black GM. What 
do you think this moment means for the sport, and for hockey’s BIPOC 
community? 

Singleton: It's huge. The importance can't be understated. I was getting 
text messages from my family members who don't watch any hockey 
whatsoever, because it was even impressive for them — for outsiders, 
my family that never really watched hockey because they never felt like 
they should watch hockey, or that it was for them. 

Moore: For me personally, it took me back to 1991, when I first saw a 
Black hockey player — it was in Jet magazine, when I saw Tony 
McKegney — and how I felt: ‘Wow, there's one of us in the sport.’ I 
already liked the sport anyways, but it was kind of more solidified seeing 
him in a Blackhawks jersey. It meant everything. And fast-forwarding to 
[Tuesday], it's a great moment for everyone in hockey spaces who've 
been working towards something like this. 

Mata: When you see a first after the league's had a hundred years, it's 
kind of a jaw-dropper. It's like, ‘Really? That long?’ But of course we 
know the reality of the sport is that minorities have a little bit of a harder 
time breaking into this league — as a player, as an executive, as a 
coach, a scout. … So, for Mike to do this, it lets other fans around the 
sports world say that that the NHL isn't archaic. You know, there are 
minorities that play the game, that are executives in the game. It starts to 
show that it's not a fluke anymore. It's not just PR. It means something. 
… As a Black hockey fan, seeing my favourite team pick a former player 
to be the first Black general manager, it's just really special to see. 

Mason: It’s showing that our game can grow, showing that our game has 
the ability to now look at a broader spectrum of candidates that are right 
for the job, and not just go into the same old batch of guys who have 
been there, done that, been there, done that — and that cycle keeps 
repeating. 

Davis: Mike Grier becoming the first Black general manager in NHL 
history gives testament to the recognition of talent, and the importance of 
access and opportunity regardless of difference. This moment is an 
important one, specifically for the BIPOC community, because ‘If you see 
it, you believe you can be it.’  

Singleton: This is new. This is unprecedented. And the value that is 
behind that is absolutely tremendous. 
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McBride: I think, to frame it correctly, I have to talk about two Mondays in 
the summer of 2022. Last Monday, Herb Carnegie was elected to the 
Hockey Hall of Fame as a builder. A week later Mike Grier was chosen 
as the first Black GM. It's momentum. There's something real happening 
now. 

Mike Grier, middle, poses for photos with his wife, Anne, from left, and 
their children, as Grier is introduced as the new general manager of the 
San Jose Sharks. (Jeff Chiu/AP) 

SN: It feels like that momentum has continued to build and build over the 
past couple years. The game’s finally begun to move forward. What does 
this moment mean to you in the context of that wider momentum we’ve 
seen picking up? 

Moore: The face of hockey is changing, whether the old guard or the 
gatekeepers like it or not. 

Mason: We're in a place where we're recognizing talent from all different 
parts of the hockey world, you know? And we're making right some of 
these past ills of hockey's [past] generations. With all the hirings and the 
acknowledgement, I just think it's inspiring. It just goes to show that the 
game is growing. The talk is not just cheap. 

Mata: I think we're starting to see owners understand that it's not just, 
‘Let's take a risk.’ It's, ‘Let's get a new perspective, of somebody that also 
loves this game but maybe sees it from a different lens.’ … What can we 
do as Black fans and minority fans but push forward and push forward? 
Yeah, it might have taken too long, but I'm just so proud of our 
organization for making this choice. And I'm just hoping that the league 
can continue to take steps in the right direction. 

Singleton: I couldn't be more proud of Blake Bolden and Saroya [Tinker] 
as well. Because we've grown ourselves at Black Girl Hockey Club. … 
And growth needs growth, right? You have to lead from the front. As long 
as we're all serving the same purpose, then we can start to see how little 
seeds of change can be made. And they'll start to grow and grow and 
grow. That is what we're seeing now with this type of momentum. It's all 
great and it's all for the greater good of making sure that hockey is an 
inclusive, welcoming sport, because otherwise we're robbing people of a 
really fun frickin' game, right? Why shouldn't we all be able to just enjoy 
this, experience this, play this, feel welcome, you know? 

Davis: The word I use often when talking about the momentum and 
movement underway is intentionality. The league has become very 
intentional, and very focused on talent — where it is and how to access it 
— so there is a deeper and more diverse pool of qualified candidates, 
and so people feel there are opportunities. A lot of this momentum is a 
result of our being open to input from across, up, and down the hockey 
ecosystem, and acting on the feedback. It is indeed a movement of 
supporters who understand that our ability to grow our sport and our 
business depends on our embracing growth segments and making our 
sport more culturally available. 

McBride: I got to the NHL as the first Black executive in 1993. That's 30 
years ago. I was really early, in a bunch of ways. I'm tired of being early, 
and I'm tired of being a first. Ask Willie [O'Ree], he's tired of being a first, 
too. You just want this to be the norm. That's where we want to get to, 
when it's the norm. Where there's great players of colour, and there's 
great people in management, but it's just the norm. And it's becoming 
that way — Hayley Wickenheiser, Cammi Granato, you go down the list 
and the last two, three years, the number of women that have been put in 
positions of authority and power, it's incredible what's happened. It's just 
the beginning. You can feel it becoming the norm. That to me feels like 
progress. 

Mason: Just keep in that direction, and that's going to be, in my opinion, 
one of the biggest keys to growth. You know, once it's normal to see a 
Black man or a Black woman in the head offices of the NHL, or these 
teams, that's going to be something that's going to be inspirational and 
allow it to grow. As long as we can keep seeing all these different people 
getting opportunities, I don't care what colour you are. But as these 
marginalized communities get opportunities to represent in all different 

facets of hockey, then we'll be in the right direction and then we'll grow. 
That's all I want. 

McBride: It feels like the fuse has just been lit. And it's amazing to think 
about what's coming. I can feel it. And maybe I'm an optimist, but from 
the time that I've been in this game and been around and following these 
issues, I've never felt more momentum. Never. 

Mason: Kim Davis has a great mantra, which is, ‘This is a movement, not 
a moment.’ And all these things keep telling you that we're still moving, 
we're still moving. It's a movement, man. And we're moving forward, not 
backwards. 

SN: Looking forward, what stands out most to you about the task ahead 
for Mike Grier, in terms of balancing the hockey side of things — getting 
the Sharks back on track — and the bigger picture of carrying this 
responsibility as a trailblazer? 

Moore: You know, as per hockey history, when we get in these positions 
— whether it's being a centreman or being anyone that's in the pressure 
cooker in a hockey-dominated market — you don't always get a fair 
shake. We've seen that over time. You don't want their fan base to say 
and do things and not give Grier the same grace that they gave his 
predecessor, Doug Wilson. We want to be treated the same. … He's 
pretty much going to have to be in charge of a full rebuild, maybe jettison 
some popular, expensive, older players — I just hope their fan base 
gives him time to right the ship. 

Singleton: That is what's going to be the immediate challenge, right? 
We're all going to make mistakes. We're supposed to. That's how we are 
wired as humans. And as professionals and leaders with responsibilities, 
we have to make the executive decisions and we live and die by that 
sword. And with one mistake, we face ridicule, we face criticism. And 
now, [there are] even more eyes on this. Now, with the history, there's 
going to be even more pressure and expectation. 

Davis: Mike was hired because he is a demonstrated leader with the 
leadership, skills and attributes to win. That’s what he brings and this will 
be his No. 1 mission. 

McBride: He deserved it. He's qualified. His thousand games, the time he 
spent as a scout, as an assistant coach, as an advisor to a team that 
went deep in the playoffs, a very respected franchise, the Rangers. And 
the way that Mike has carried himself for 30-plus years in the game. 
When he was a student at BU, one of the things that people noticed 
about him and spoke about was the way that people gravitated to him. 
He's an exceptional leader. 

Mata: It's not, ‘We're giving it just for that sound bite, for that moment, for 
the headline.' It means something. They chose him because they want 
the team to go in a better direction. They want the team to go back to its 
heyday, its glory days. And they brought back a player who was there for 
the Presidents' Trophy. 

Davis: The words ‘character’ and ‘integrity’ were used by his brother 
Chris to describe Mike. The outpouring of support and congratulations he 
received from across the NHL, hockey, and sports community proves 
those words to be accurate. For someone as respected and qualified as 
Mike, being a ‘trailblazer’ is just another adjective in his long list of 
accomplishments. 

Moore: He's going to be under a lot of pressure. If you've ever been a 
person of colour, one of the few in a situation ... you're always constantly 
thinking of, ‘Every move that I make is going to be scrutinized, going to 
be watched. All my mistakes will be scrutinized and they'll be blown up, 
and maybe my successes will be minimized.’ But also he's probably 
thinking, ‘Hey, I got to do this, because I don't want the door slammed on 
the next Mike Grier.’ 

Mason: I look at it with three lenses. One, his job is to get the San Jose 
Sharks back into playoff contention, and put together a winning team. 
That's his first priority, and that's what he should be looking at right now 
— do the job. Second of all, take care of your family and make sure the 
community understands the significance, and what you mean to them, in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 11, 2022 

 

San Jose. You know, his presence is going to be great for the Black 
community, and it can lead to fandom and love for the game. And then 
thirdly, we hope that his support system is there. Not just through the 
Sharks, but his support system all across the league, all across the 
hockey spectrum. He needs a great support system, and with a great 
support system, he's going to grow. He's going to learn more and he's 
going to do well. 

Singleton: What we hope now is that the Sharks have put in place the 
right type of system to enable him to thrive and to not have to succumb to 
unfair pressures and expectations, and that automatic ridicule that's just 
natural and that's going to be there. I have all the faith in the world that 
the Sharks have done their due diligence in putting in the type of system 
and organizational infrastructure to support him. 

We've worked with the Sharks in the past. Their VP of Communications, 
Scott Emmert — we have a leadership and development program within 
Black Girl Hockey Club that I created last summer, and within that 
committee for leadership and development, we have a mentorship 
program. And Scott was the first one to sign up and be a mentor. We 
paired him with a young undergraduate, and he worked with her for six 
months. And not just him, everyone in the upper office of the Sharks. 

As an organization, as a whole, in every department — when it comes to 
business intelligence, to comms, to now hockey ops — I really believe 
that they're asking the right questions. 

SN: There are some out there who still don’t seem to understand the 
importance of representation, the impact it can have. For those who 
might doubt the importance of this moment, what impact do you think 
Mike Grier’s ascent will have on fans, on young athletes, on others who 
aspire to one day be GMs themselves? 

Mata: It means so much to so many fans. There's going to be people that 
are exposed to hockey just seeing this. The same way as P.K. Subban, 
he brought something that might bring fans in that wouldn't have been 
there otherwise. I think the sport can grow from that. 

Singleton: My parents, my brother, my family that didn't watch before, it 
makes them proud. It makes them now not so automatic in wanting to 
turn it off. 

Mata: It's massively important, because you can't be it if you don't see it. 
I've never seen a Black hockey general manager. You know, I always 
make jokes around here in the hockey community like, ‘I want to be a 
GM.’ The vision to put together a team is a massive one. It's a difficult 
task, I know. But Black people can do it. Black people can do anything. 
Minorities can do anything. … Seeing Mike in this position, it's let hockey 
fans all over the country, all over the world, know that it's possible. 

McBride: Seeing Mike in that spot, seeing [Nazem] Kadri in that spot, 
seeing Manny Malhotra in that spot, Anthony Stewart — there's so many 
players, you can just go on and on now. That wasn't the case 20 years 
ago, 10 years ago, even five years ago. So, it feels like it's accelerating. 
That's what it feels like. And that's a visceral kind of feeling. 

Mason: I think the biggest meaning for Black hockey culture is that it's 
showing young Black athletes in the game of hockey that the possibility 
of being more than just a player is now realized, you know? Mike was a 
player, he's been behind the bench, he's kind of done all those [roles], 
and he's in the C-Suites now. So, you know, young athletes like the Akil 
Thomases and the Quinton Byfields, they can now say to themselves, 
‘After my career is done, I could possibly be a GM.’ 

Moore: Kids definitely need to know that there's other roles they can 
aspire to in sports that are off the field or off the ice. They can do it too. 
Because there are some folks unfortunately that still believe that, you 
know, they're good enough to be players or maybe an assistant coach, 
but maybe not run the show. … I think hockey can learn from the 
mistakes that have been made in other sports, and maybe actually be 
progressive for a change, instead of holding on to old ideas. 

Davis: Representation is one of the best ways to break the bias within an 
organization. There is power to having diverse voices around a decision-

making table. It brings innovation and creativity. It helps us all become 
aware of things we may have never considered. Exposing leaders who 
are in positions of power to diverse talent and experiences will move 
everyone forward. I hope this moment inspires the next generation of 
talent to continue to push and work hard for a seat at the table. 

Singleton: It's 100 per cent why I helped create our leadership and 
development committee and launched our mentorship program. We 
launched this program to create meaningful relationships for Black 
professionals of any gender identity, to link them with professionals in 
hockey in any space. … And what I've noticed is that so many of our 
mentee applications, they're not just kids, they're folks in their 30s and 
40s as well, because they're using this as an opportunity to pivot and 
change professionally, probably because they never thought that they 
could work in hockey before. So, Mike is showing that, yes, you have a 
place. 

Mason: We're in an exciting time, man. Things are moving in a great 
direction and we've got great people representing, and it's just inspiring. 
… That is encouraging, to see that we're branching out, and well-
deserving people who wouldn't have had a chance years ago are getting 
these opportunities. Because it's all about opportunity. 

Mata: There's always the naysayers that are going to say, ‘It doesn't 
matter. Who cares about [his] race?’ Of course it matters. You've never 
seen it before. And hopefully you see it more often. It just shows that it's 
possible, and shows that the time is now for players of colour, for women, 
for minorities to make an impact in the sport that we love. And not just to 
be consumers, but to be active participants on the ice and in the front 
office. 

Singleton: Mike is now just being illustrative of the point that we can do 
anything that we set our mind to. And the Sharks are illustrating it as well, 
that we are creating visible change. We're improving the culture one 
move at a time, because the amount of things that need to be done can't 
be fixed with one swing at the bat. We're talking about just implementing 
one seed at a time, doing one thing at a time, and hoping, and seeing 
something sprout. For the youth, for our kids, by the time these things 
can start to manifest. 

That's how you build culture. 
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