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Carolina Hurricanes defense even deeper after trade with San Jose Sharks for Brent Burns

By Luke DeCock 

Time will only tell what role franchise legend Patrick Marleau 
played in talking Brent Burns into waiving his no-trade clause 
to come to the Carolina Hurricanes, but there’s little mystery 
involved in the rest of the deal. 

With the San Jose Sharks retaining a third of Burns’ $8 
million salary, the Hurricanes replaced Tony DeAngelo on 
Wednesday with a former Norris Trophy winner for roughly 
the same cap hit that DeAngelo will carry in Philadelphia. 

Throw in that the Sharks have already paid Burns’ $3.5 
million signing bonus and the Hurricanes only owe him $8.6 
million in cash over the next three years, and that’s good 
business — not only a reasonable cap hit of $5.4 million, but 
with not a lot of money left on the end if the Hurricanes need 
to get out of the deal early. 

And they got him for fourth-line forward Stephen Lorentz, 
eminently likable but still a replaceable part, prospect goalie 
Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional third-round draft pick — 
nothing the Hurricanes will miss. That seemed like a small 
price to pay until, later in the day, they got goal-scoring 
winger Max Pacioretty from the Vegas Golden Nights for 
nothing at all. 

Those numbers add up. The question remains how much 
tread Burns has left on his tires at 37. While he’s 
unquestionably on the downside of a remarkable career, he 
still boasts a Hall of Fame beard and still has the free-
wheeling skills to thrive not only in the Hurricanes’ system 
but likely playing alongside Jaccob Slavin, the greatest 
safety net in hockey. 

A top four of Slavin, Burns, Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce may 
not have a dynamic game-breaking talent like a Cale Makar 
or an Adam Fox, but it’s as strong as any in the NHL in its 
depth. 

“He’s a big man that has played a lot of minutes and been 
very durable through his career,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said. “We think he’s got at least three 
more good years in him.” 

Burns got the headlines but Pacioretty, acquired later 
Wednesday from the Golden Knights, was just as needed an 
addition, a natural goal-scorer on a team that struggled to 
finish its chances in the postseason, fatally so. If he can stay 
healthy, he helps fill that void. The Hurricanes got him and 

depth defenseman Dylan Coghlan for “future considerations” 
as Vegas cleared cap space. 

So on a day that NHL teams typically hemorrhage money, 
overpaying for free agents, the Hurricanes went the trade 
route instead, giving up very little to fill the biggest holes on a 
roster that, as Waddell has often pointed out, didn’t need 
major tweaks after piling up 116 points. 

With the Hurricanes gambling Jesperi Kotkaniemi can fill the 
void at center left by Vincent Trocheck — off to the New York 
Rangers after scoring three of the Hurricanes’ seven goals 
on Igor Shesterkin in the final three games of that playoff 
series — Wednesday’s two trades pretty much settle the 
Hurricanes’ most important offseason business in a matter of 
about six hours. 

That means the end of Nino Niederreiter’s tenure after he hit 
the open market looking for a long-term deal that was not 
forthcoming in the opening hours Wednesday. The door had 
been open as the Hurricanes shopped for alternatives, but 
the Hurricanes are out of cap space now. 

The Hurricanes thought they had Florida Panthers forward 
Mason Marchment signed earlier Wednesday — he ended 
up signing with the Dallas Stars instead — and with the 
arrival of Pacioretty, and his $7 million cap hit in the final 
year of his deal, and bargain-basement free-agent signing 
Ondrej Kase the inn is full. 

The Hurricanes thought they had Florida Panthers forward 
Mason Marchment signed earlier Wednesday — he ended 
up signing with the Dallas Stars instead — and with the 
arrival of Pacioretty, and his $7 million cap hit in the final 
year of his deal, and bargain-basement free-agent signing 
Ondrej Kase the inn is full. 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes still need at least one more left-
shot defenseman, but those are easier pieces to find, 
especially on the left side. Getting a right-shot defenseman 
who can quarterback a power play is a tougher ask. This isn’t 
the Brent Burns of a decade ago, but he’s still a player who 
has the potential to make the Hurricanes better, and at a 
relatively low cost. 

It’s tough to see players like Trocheck and DeAngelo and 
Niederreiter leave, but even at this advanced age Burns still 
has star power and Pacioretty, when healthy, is more than 
capable of finishing the chances the Hurricanes create. 
That’s a good first day.
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Carolina Hurricanes trade for defenseman Brent Burns, forward Max Pacioretty 

By Chip Alexander 

On the day when NHL free agency began, the Carolina 
Hurricanes added players and filled needs with some eye-
opening trades. 

The Canes first acquired defenseman Brent Burns, a former 
Norris Trophy winner, from the San Jose Sharks. Later 
Wednesday, they traded for forward Max Pacioretty from the 
Vegas Golden Knights, bringing in another proven veteran in 
his 30s. 

The Canes, who also received forward Lane Pederson in the 
San Jose deal, sent forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect 
Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional 2023 third-round draft pick 
to the Sharks. 

The trade with Vegas for Pacioretty brought the Canes the 
top-six forward they said they needed and depth 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan in exchange for future 
considerations, clearing cap space for the Knights. 

Pacioretty, 33, had scored 20 or more goals eight times in 
his career and 30 or more six times. He posted 19 goals and 
37 points in 39 games last season, his year curtailed by foot 
and wrist injuries. 

Pacioretty has a $7 million cap hit next season and becomes 
a UFA after the 2022-23 season. 

Burns, 37, has three years remaining on his contract with an 
average annual payout of $8 million. The Sharks will retain 
34 percent of the salary, Carolina announced, reducing 
Burns’ annual pay from the Canes to $5.28 million. 

“We had a need to address and we felt absolutely the best 
option out there we went after and pursued,” Canes 
president and general manager Don Waddell said in a 
Wednesday press conference. “We believe adding him 
brings us closer to our goal of winning the Stanley Cup.” 

While looking to add Burns, the Canes had center Vincent 
Trocheck leave in free agency, reportedly accepting a seven-
year deal with the New York Rangers that pays $5.625 
million a season. 

“Term wasn’t a big issue for us,” Waddell said. “But we 
probably were on the lower end in the dollar amount.” 

Forward Nino Niederreiter, another of the Canes’ 
unrestricted free agents, remained unsigned. Waddell said 
the Canes had contacted Niederreiter and his agent on 
Wednesday but there was “nothing to report.” 

The Canes later signed winger Ondrej Kase to a one-year, 
$1.5 million contract. Kase, 26, had 14 goals and 27 points in 
50 games with Toronto last season. 

Burns should move into the Canes’ top defensive pairing with 
Jaccob Slavin and quarterback the top power-play unit, 
taking over the role filled the past two seasons by Dougie 
Hamilton and then Tony DeAngelo. 

Hamilton left after the 2021 season to sign a free-agent pact 
with New Jersey, and the Canes dealt DeAngelo to the 
Philadelphia Flyers last week after being unable to agree on 
a new contract. 

News of a potential Burns trade surfaced before the start of 
free agency at noon on Wednesday. 

A few of the Canes’ other unrestricted free agents quickly 
signed with other teams – defenseman Ian Cole going to 
Tampa Bay on one-year, $3 million deal and Brendan Smith 
to the New Jersey Devils on a two-year, $2.2 million deal. 

Forward Max Domi, obtained at the trade deadline last 
season by the Canes. reportedly signed a one-year, $3 
million deal with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Trocheck, in moving to the Rangers, joins a team that 
knocked the Hurricanes out of the Stanley Cup playoffs this 
past season. His reported seven-year contract likely was 
longer term that the Canes were willing to offer. 

Burns has been durable and productive, playing every game 
the past eight seasons. The right-shot D-man has played 82 
games in six seasons – the 2021 season was condensed to 
56 games and the 2020 season to 70 for the Sharks because 
of the pandemic. 

“He’s a fitness guru,” Waddell said. “You always look at age 
but everybody ages differently. He has played a lot of 
minutes and been very durable through his career. We think 
he’s got at least three more good years in him.” 

Burns, who had a career-high 83 points in 2018-19, finished 
with 10 goals and 44 assists (54 points) last season for the 
Sharks. 

Burns won the 2017 Norris Trophy as the league’s best 
defenseman after being the first D-man in 20 years to post 
back-to-back 75-point seasons. He was the runnerup to Mark 
Giordano in 2018-19. 

At 6-5 and 237 pounds, with his full beard, Burns can present 
an imposing presence. If there’s a question, it’s if Burns at 37 
will be a good fit for the Canes’ fast-paced attack. 

A native of Barrie, Ontario, Burns was a first-round draft pick 
by Minnesota in 2003 – drafted as a winger but quickly 
shifted to D-man – and spent part of seven seasons with the 
Wild. He was traded to the Sharks during the 2011 NHL 
Draft. 

Burns signed an eight-year, $64 million contract with the 
Sharks in November 2016, and had a modified no-trade 
clause that he waived Wednesday to allow the trade. 

Pederson, 24, has played 44 NHL games with Arizona and 
San Jose. The 6-foot, 192-pound center has been in 205 
career AHL games and will add depth at center for the 
Hurricanes.
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Carolina Hurricanes fans have a lot to learn about ‘New Guy’ on defense, Brent Burns 

By Chip Alexander 

In the course of a 30-minute interview Wednesday, Brent 
Burns talked about his Texas ranch, blowing up the 
transmission in his truck, eating axis deer meat, avoiding 
push-up contests with Rod Brind’Amour and why he grows 
his beard so long. 

And the Carolina Hurricanes. Yes, Burns talked about them, 
too. And hockey. 

Since 2011, Burns has played for the San Jose Sharks. The 
big defenseman has won a Norris Trophy, been named an 
NHL All-Star and played in a Stanley Cup final. At 37, his is a 
career in full, with or without a Cup. 

But Burns has taken on a new challenge, a new career path. 
He agreed to be traded to the Hurricanes, where he’ll be 
coached by Brind’Amour and said he likes the thought of it. 

“It’s not an easy thing to do when you’re in a place for so 
long and have nothing but great things to say about it,” Burns 
said via Zoom. “But the extra excitement and energy, I can 
feel it already.” 

“It’s not an easy thing to do when you’re in a place for so 
long and have nothing but great things to say about it,” Burns 
said via Zoom. “But the extra excitement and energy, I can 
feel it already.” 

Asked about the chance to play in the Canes’ first-ever 
outdoor game next season against Washington, for example, 
Burns conceded that things have happened so quickly he 
wasn’t even aware of it. 

“‘There’s a lot going on in my head right now,” he said. 
“Obviously, there’s a sadness and a lot of looking back at all 
the good times I’ve had at San Jose and the people there 
I’ve gotten to know. It’s a great bunch of guys, a great 
organization and an amazing city. 

“But there’s a huge rush of energy and excitement to come 
to Carolina. It’s always a place when you play there it’s 
crazy. I was always a guy who would ride to the game early 
and you’d see the tailgating. I think it’s just a special place.” 

It wasn’t Burns’ first trade. A first-round draft pick by 
Minnesota in 2003, he was dealt to the Sharks during the 
2011 NHL Draft after playing parts of seven seasons for the 
Wild. 

There’s a nervousness that comes with a trade, even for a 
veteran who has played 1,251 regular-season games. You’re 
walking into a new locker room, meeting new people and 
new teammates, with expectations to be met. 

Many expect Burns to team with Jaccob Slavin on the 
Canes’ top defensive pairing and efficiently operate a power 
play that misfired too often in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Most assume the transition will be seamless for a player of 
his caliber and personality. 

But he is 37, with a lot of miles behind him, as they say. The 
Canes do like to play fast. He is expected to put up points, as 
he did so consistently in San Jose, and give the Canes the 
offensive punch supplied by former D-men Dougie Hamilton 
and then Tony DeAngelo last season. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell called 
Burns a “fitness freak,” saying he was eager to get to Raleigh 
and work with Bill Burniston, the team’s strength and 
conditioning coach. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell called 
Burns a “fitness freak,” saying he was eager to get to Raleigh 
and work with Bill Burniston, the team’s strength and 
conditioning coach. 

Burns did concede his new head coach, a fitness freak of his 
own, might be in better shape, joking he might not take off 
his shirt when Brind’Amour was around. Or test him in push-
ups. 

“We do have some similarities there,” Burns said. “We take a 
lot of pride in taking care of ourselves.” 

A part of his attention to nutrition, Burns said, is eating axis 
deer meat before most games, saying the deer are free-
roaming around his ranch. The meat has a high-protein, low-
fat content. 

“We harvest a couple every year,” he said. 

As for that beard …As for that beard … 

People recognize Burns for his bushy beard and his missing 
front teeth. Play defense and face down shots and you’ll 
need dental work. And the beard? 

“It kind of started as an accident,” he said. “I used to shave it 
for charity every year and then I started getting more 
messages about keeping it and letting it grow. Then it 
became a thing where Jumbo (former teammate Joe 
Thornton) and I were growing it and keeping it as the 
‘bearded brothers.’ 

“I’ve always loved it. I think it started for me when my dad 
had a big beard. … He was always in great shape, working 
out all the time and he always had a great beard. I think 
there’s something in me that always brings me back to that 
time. It’s just become part of me.” 

Besides, he said, it has been “trimmed down.” And he’s 
shaved his head, “Getting a little more aerodynamic on the 
top part.” 

With that, Burns closed out the interview. There was an RV 
to unpack.
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Sharks trade Brent Burns to Hurricanes: Sources 

By Pierre LeBrun and The Athletic Staff 

The San Jose Sharks have traded defenceman Brent Burns 
to the Carolina Hurricanes alongside forward Lane Pederson 
in exchange for forward Steve Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional third-round pick in 2023, 
according to sources. The Sharks will also retain 33 percent 
of Burns' salary.  

Burns, who has played with San Jose since 2011, finished 
with 10 goals and 42 assists in 82 games last season. 

The 37-year-old is a six-time NHL All-Star and won the 
Norris Trophy in 2017. The Sharks finished 32-37-13 last 
season, failing to reach the playoffs for the third consecutive 
year.  

Carolina was 52-20-8 and won the Metropolitan Division. 
They lost in the second round of the playoffs to the New York 
Rangers.  

Why are the Sharks moving on from Burns?  

Corey Masisak, Sharks beat writer: The organization has 
mentioned "a fresh start" on several occasions since firing 

four-fifths of the coaching staff and hiring general manager 
Mike Grier. This certainly qualifies.  

Burns didn't say he wanted to leave at the end of this past 
season, but he wasn't adamant about staying like Logan 
Couture was when asked the same question, either.  

Grier said recently that he understood why a player like 
Burns might want to leave for a better chance to win the 
Stanley Cup and if he did, the GM would try to make that 
happen.  

What does this say about San Jose's direction moving 
forward? 

Masisak: The Sharks are not a better hockey team after this 
trade. Burns led the NHL in minutes played last season, and 
has been an ironman for years. It doesn't mean the Sharks 
are in full-scale rebuilding mode, but Grier said the club 
might need to take a step back before going forward the day 
he was hired.  

This does give them more cap flexibility for this offseason, 
but this move is likely more about long-term roster goals than 
immediately trying to improve.

 

NHL trade grades: Hurricanes get Brent Burns — a Tony DeAngelo replacement — from 
Sharks 

By Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn 

The trade 

Hurricanes get: Defenseman Brent Burns and forward Lane 
Pederson. 

Sharks get: Forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional 2023 3rd-round pick. Sharks 
retain 33 percent of Burns’ contract. 

Sean Gentille: This feels like a perfect fit for the Hurricanes. 
They needed someone to replace Tony DeAngelo on the 
right side of their defense. Discounted Brent Burns — for a 
$5.36 million hit over the next three seasons? Yep, that’ll 
work. 

Burns isn’t the player he was. Nothing wrong with that; at his 
peak, he might have been a one-of-one player in the NHL. 
What he is, at 37, is a defenseman who’s still capable of 
getting you 0.6 points per game or thereabouts. Last season 
in San Jose, he had 10 goals and 44 assists. 

That’s close to DeAngelo’s offensive production without 
some of the on-ice warts and a much shorter commitment. 
Again, he’s locked in for three years. Carolina’s other 
options, once they wisely flipped DeAngelo to the Flyers, 
were going to be throwing huge money and huge years at 
inferior players. They got someone better for less time — 

and given what they’re trying to accomplish over the next few 
years, that makes all the sense in the world. 

As for the Sharks? They cut some cap — in the form of one 
of their few tradeable bug guys — and added a pick, a 
marginal goalie prospect and a spare-part forward. It’s a 
bummer of a return, but new GM Mike Grier got an early, 
tough decision under his belt out of the gate. Grier has a 
tough road ahead of him. Burns will count $2.64 against San 
Jose’s cap for the next three seasons. 

Carolina: A 
San Jose: C+ 

Dom Luszczyszyn: You have to like what the Hurricanes did 
here. Carolina offloaded Tony DeAngelo for three draft picks, 
and then tossed together some spare parts to acquire Brent 
Burns from the San Jose Sharks, with San Jose retaining 33 
percent of the contract. With DeAngelo signing for $5 million, 
that leaves Carolina paying an extra $360,000 for an 
arguably superior player – one who can better mimic what 
Dougie Hamilton used to bring to the power play. Burns can 
still shoot and put up decent numbers driving offense from 
the blue line. 

Obviously, Burns is far from the player he used to be at 37, 
but in Carolina’s system, he should be able to thrive. His best 
asset over DeAngelo is a better ability to survive tough 
minutes. Burns doesn’t exactly thrive there, but he doesn’t 
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completely falter either, and that’s a plus in the exchange 
between one and the other. 

For the Sharks, it’s a pretty weak return, especially with the 
team retaining 33 percent, but it gets Burns off the books for 
three years. For a rebuilding team, I’m not sure why that was 
important, but hey – at least they got a conditional third and 
some guys out of it. Steven Lorentz is an OK bottom-six 
forward, but you’d expect a bit more going the other way for 
San Jose. 

Carolina: A 
San Jose: C 

Shayna Goldman: This deal makes a lot of sense for the 
Hurricanes. Carolina managed to flip Tony DeAngelo’s 
signing rights and replace his offensive production with Brent 
Burns for the next three years at a discounted cap hit. 

There’s no question that Burns has trended down over the 
years, but now he’s in a much better position to succeed with 
the Hurricanes. This team doesn’t need him to absorb the 

toughest minutes like he’s had to in San Jose for some time; 
they have Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce to lead the way on 
that front. Basically, they need him not to be a liability in their 
own zone and contribute to the team’s offense at even 
strength and on the power play. The frequent shooting 
defenseman should be able check those boxes on a win-now 
team instead of a declining Sharks squad. 

Sharks general manager Mike Grier did not enter an easy 
situation in San Jose considering their cap situation, but he’s 
kicking off his tenure with some impactful moves. They’re still 
on the hook for 33 percent of Burns’ salary and add some 
future assets that should help their rebuild, but the return still 
feels underwhelming. The real win for them is opening up 
some cap space to give them flexibility, and maybe this is an 
early lesson for Grier to not make the mistake of the previous 
regime of signing players to massive contracts that run way 
past a player’s prime. 

Carolina: A- 
San Jose: C

 

Golden Knights trade Max Pacioretty, Dylan Coghlan to Hurricanes: Sources 

By Pierre LeBrun 

The Vegas Golden Knights traded Max Pacioretty and Dylan 
Coghlan to the Carolina Hurricanes, sources confirmed to 
The Athletic. Vegas gets future considerations from Carolina 
in return. 

Pacioretty, 33, recorded 19 goals and 18 assists in 39 games 
played last season for the Golden Knights. He spent the last 
four seasons in Vegas. Coghlan posted three goals and 10 
assists in 59 games played for the Golden Knights in 2021-
22. 

The Golden Knights made this move to be cap compliant. 
Pacioretty still has two years left on his contract, at a cap hit 
of $7 million per year. 

This isn't the first trade the Hurricanes made on Wednesday. 
Carolina acquired veteran defenseman Brent Burns and 
forward Lane Pederson from the San Jose Sharks, sources 
said. 

For more, follow The Athletic's NHL free agency live tracker. 

Why did Vegas see Pacioretty's salary as expendable? 

Jesse Granger, Golden Knights beat writer: I don’t think the 
Golden Knights viewed Pacioretty as expendable, but they 
backed themselves into a corner against the salary cap and 
were forced to make a painful subtraction in order to get out 
of it. Perhaps Vegas felt Pacioretty wouldn’t remain healthy 
enough to live up to his $7 million cap hit, considering he’s 
battled multiple injuries over the last several years and 
played in only 39 games last season.  

When healthy, Pacioretty has been Vegas’ best scorer by a 
wide margin. His .487 goals per game over the last three 
seasons leads all Golden Knights, with Jonathan 
Marchessault’s .355 the next closest. Pacioretty also leads 

Vegas with 22 power play goals since he was acquired from 
Montreal in 2018. This move opens up cap flexibility, but 
replacing his production will be incredibly difficult.  

Does this free up Vegas to make other moves or was it a 
salary dump? 

Granger: It definitely frees Vegas up to make other moves, 
but they will mostly be retaining their own free agents. Reilly 
Smith hit unrestricted free agency on Wednesday, but it’s 
been reported he has a handshake deal with the Golden 
Knights for a three-year deal worth $5 million per season. 
That will take up a large portion of the cap cleared by moving 
Pacioretty, and the rest will go to the restricted free agents.  

Nicolas Hague, Nicolas Roy and Keegan Kolesar all received 
their qualifying offers, but still need deals. All three were 
playing for less than $1 million a season ago, and are due for 
sizable raises. Once those contracts are eventually settled I 
could see Vegas potentially looking to add one more piece. I 
mentioned Paul Stastny as an option yesterday, and 
considering he’s still available I could see Vegas reaching 
out. 

What makes Pacioretty a fit in Carolina? 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: Pacioretty is as close to 
the "elite goal-scorer" head coach Rod Brind'Amour craved 
as the Hurricanes were going to get with their cap space this 
offseason. It's almost jaw-dropping that the Canes got their 
coveted winger who will likely replace Nino Nieddereiter for 
nothing, but then again, this is the Golden Knights.  

Pacioretty is bouncing back from an injury and isn't the 
youngest guy in the world, but he's still got it and the Canes 
and Brind'Amour tend to squeeze the best out of aging 
players.
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NHL free agency winners and losers: Blue Jackets and Hurricanes make a splash on Day 1 

By Shayna Goldman 

Follow our live coverage of NHL Free Agency 2022 signings, 
news and analysis.  

As Day 1 of free agency winds down, there have been 149 
signings and $912,399,999 in actual contract dollars handed 
out. Plus, there were some earlier signings along the way as 
well as some major trades. Which teams came out on top? 
Who had the worst day to kick off free agency? Let’s break it 
down. 

Winners 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elite players don’t often make it to free agency. Instead, 
teams are left vying for players a tier below that and tend to 
overspend. The benefit of free agency is that the only asset 
necessary to sign a free agent is cap space, but managers 
don’t always recognize how valuable of an asset that 
financial flexibility really is.  

So when a team can actually spend on a player who is worth 
it, they should jump at the opportunity. Columbus, a team no 
one saw coming in the Johnny Gaudreau sweepstakes, took 
their shot at the game breaker and came away with one of 
the best left wingers in the league. Better yet, the Blue 
Jackets somehow managed to spend less than $10 million 
on average per season when his average market value over 
the next seven years is closer to $13.8 million.  

Gaudreau, Patrik Laine, Zach Werenski and Elvis Merzlikins 
isn’t a bad core to build around. The only downside is that 
the Blue Jackets likely won’t be a legitimate contender when 
Gaudreau’s at his highest level during this contract. But the 
deal should age well, which bodes well as they quickly 
rebuild around him.  

We’d be singing the Blue Jackets’ praises a bit more if it 
wasn’t for the Erik Gudbranson contract, but we can’t ignore 
it entirely.  

Ondrej Palat and Nino Niederreiter 

With Gaudreau off the market, attention should turn to the 
next best wingers available: Ondrej Palat and Nino 
Niederreiter. Nazem Kadri could probably be grouped in here 
as well.  

Ahead of free agency, teams already traded for wingers 
Kevin Fiala and Alex DeBrincat, taking two options off the 
board. Valeri Nichushkin and Filip Forsberg extended with 
their clubs before hitting the open market. And on Day 1 of 
free agency, quite a few skilled wingers — Mason 
Marchment, David Perron, Andre Burakovsky and Claude 
Giroux, among others — already signed with new teams. 
That should only benefit the remaining wingers on the market 
with numerous teams still in desperate need of help up front.  

Ottawa Senators 

Besides Gaudreau going to Columbus, the other shock of the 
day (and really week) is how active the Senators have been. 
Ahead of Day 1 of free agency, they managed to rid 
themselves of Matt Murray’s contract, acquire Cam Talbot in 

net to split the workload with Anton Forsberg, and most 
importantly, acquire Alex DeBrincat at a more-than-
reasonable price.  

To kick off free agency, Ottawa signed veteran forward 
Giroux to a cost-effective contract. His versatility really 
stands out in this signing, especially now that they’re without 
two of their leading utility forwards from 2021-22 in Connor 
Brown (traded to the Capitals for a second-rounder) and Nick 
Paul. It gives the team options — if Tim Stützle struggles at 
center, for example, the former Flyers captain could easily 
move down the middle.  

Now, the Senators’ top six should shake out to some 
combination of Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, DeBrincat, 
Stützle, Drake Batherson and Giroux. And there’s some 
more security in net.  

There’s still a ton of work to do — particularly on defense, in 
terms of both personnel and some tactical decisions — but 
the Senators are off to a promising start this offseason.  

Detroit Red Wings 

Ottawa’s not the only Atlantic Division team to trend in the 
right direction. The Red Wings handled their goaltending 
situation before free agency by acquiring the signing rights to 
Ville Husso. Detroit used free agency to address their 
offense and defense.  

The Ben Chiarot contract was a choice, and not a very good 
one. Olli Maatta signed an inexpensive deal that could easily 
be flipped at the deadline if the team is looking to recoup 
some assets, too. He’s absolutely an upgrade on the left side 
over Danny DeKeyser. 

Up front is where Detroit really made a splash. The Andrew 
Copp signing adds a very versatile all-situation forward to the 
top nine who could help add some defensive support to a 
team that sorely needed it, especially in the second half of 
2021-22. The Dominik Kublaik signing adds some offensive 
support lower in the lineup after the Blackhawks decided not 
to qualify him. Maybe the best signing of all was the David 
Perron contract. There’s risk because of his age, but he’s a 
consistent offensive creator who should help elevate this 
Red Wings team. 

Detroit may not be a threat in the Atlantic Division yet, but 
this should be a more competitive team that doesn’t face a 
disastrous second half of the season that likely destroys 
morale.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

The biggest winners of free agency day may be the 
Hurricanes. Their first offseason splash came a few days ago 
when Tony DeAngelo’s rights were flipped to the Flyers for 
three draft picks. That opened up a need for an offensive 
defender who could quarterback a power play — which they 
found on the first day of free agency via trade from the 
Sharks. Carolina acquired Brent Burns at a reduced cap hit 
for a relatively low cost, and he fits exactly what they need. 
The Hurricanes don’t need him to play Norris-caliber defense 
or absorb the toughest minutes alone; he should have 
support in their system and play to his strengths.  
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Carolina again came out the winners of a deal with the 
Golden Knights, when they leveraged their cap space to 
bring in Max Pacioretty (plus depth defender Dylan Coghlan) 
for nothing. While aging could be a concern with the winger, 
he makes a positive impact on his team’s offensive creation 
and has the finishing talent to match.  

Sprinkle in the signing of Ondrej Kase, who has potential if 
he can stay healthy, and the Hurricanes made some savvy 
moves to go all in. 

Losers 

Vegas Golden Knights 

I give credit to the Golden Knights for being bold and always 
going for it. They focus on bringing in high-end talent and 
then figure out the rest after. Unfortunately, management’s 
just gotten ahead of themselves quite a few times, in a very 
short existence, and haven’t done the best job of digging 
their way out. Already this summer, they’ve moved two 
productive wingers away in Pacioretty and Evgenii Dadonov 
for… nothing. That’s just bad business!  

The Golden Knights’ awful asset management is catching up 
with them. Let’s break down the trade tree with Pacioretty for 
a second here. Vegas moved three picks — including a first- 
and second-rounder — to Detroit to acquire Tomas Tatar. 
After a lackluster tenure, Tatar along with a second-round 
pick and Nick Suzuki were flipped to the Canadiens for 
Pacioretty. Now, management has moved the winger, who 
despite some injury concerns, is an excellent source of 
offense and one of the best goal scorers on that roster, and 
Dylan Coghlan to Carolina for nothing to clear up cap space.  

That’s a pretty huge ‘L’ for the Golden Knights.  

New Jersey Devils 

Remember when we were talking about how the Devils could 
have one of the spiciest offseasons in the league? Since 
then, management opted to acquire Vitek Vanecek to 
address their goaltending woes which was a more cautious 
approach than say, handing Jack Campbell a five-year 
contract. But their other pressing need, an impact winger, 
has yet to be addressed — not via trade, not with the second 
overall pick (whether via trade or the draft), or free agency.  

While there’s still time to sign a forward, none compare to the 
caliber of Gaudreau. New Jersey didn’t just miss out on the 
left winger, but Fiala and DeBrincat as well — and they had 
the assets and cap space for either one. Hell, they could 
have called Vegas to try and get Pacioretty for nothing in 
return. Maybe they still spice it up with an offer sheet, there 
are quite a few options for high-end forwards to target who 
would punch up this offense.  

Even if New Jersey doesn’t add a high-end forward, there’s a 
good chance they’re better than last year as long as their 
goaltending doesn’t combust. But the Devils are shooting for 
more than just marginally better, so it’s hard to see how they 
come away with a win after today unless something 
legitimately changes up front soon.  

New York Islanders 

The Devils weren’t the only team to lose out on Gaudreau. 
The Islanders were reportedly in on the elite winger, which is 
exactly what they need to punch up their offense.  

Management has committed to this core, which means 
maximizing these next few years as best as possible to give 
them a legitimate chance to stack up in the Eastern 
Conference before their foundational pieces start declining. 
Already, Lou Lamoriello took an expensive leap on 
Alexander Romanov to replace the puck-movers on the blue 
line they’ve lost. But their offense needs a difference-maker 
and attracting a player via free agency is probably their best 
bet because it only costs cap space instead of cap plus 
assets that they’ve drained over the years in their efforts to 
contend.   

While there are forwards still available, the Islanders clearly 
aren’t the only team looking to add which may hike up the 
cost via free agency. Gaudreau was going to be pricey, but 
worth it. The same can’t be said for the next tier of free 
agents in this market.   

Florida Panthers 

Welcome to playoff contention, Florida, where every ounce 
of cap space is critical. Aleksander Barkov’s $10 million 
contract extension kicked in Wednesday, and while the 
Selke-caliber center earned that raise, it makes things a lot 
more complicated for the Panthers.  

Florida rightfully invested a lot in their last playoff run, 
knowing the cap squeeze was coming. But it likely hurts that 
they invested so much at the deadline with little to show for 
it, with their key additions of Giroux and Chiarot walking for 
nothing. What hurts even more, though, is not having the cap 
space to afford Mason Marchment after his breakout year. 

Now, Florida has to get creative with its cap space to 
balance salaries. The signing of Colin White may be that. But 
their day was somewhat underwhelming as a result of their 
cap situation, and it’s not going to get any easier from here 
with Jonathan Huberdeau up for a raise in a year on top of it. 
Meanwhile, some of their Atlantic Division rivals continue to 
move to improve around them.  

Chicago Blackhawks 

This is what they wanted, right? To be the biggest loser in 
the league so they have the best chance at Connor Bedard? 

While it makes sense for Chicago to move some of their 
NHL-caliber assets to kick-start their rebuild, their asset 
management was questionable at best with some of those 
deals. Now on free agency day, the Blackhawks signed a 
few forwards — Colin Blackwell, Andreas Athanasiou and 
Max Domi — to relatively inexpensive short-term deals that 
can be flipped at the deadline. That’s what they should be 
striving to do, but unless somehow Athanasiou or Domi can 
raise their profiles, neither will bring back an overwhelming 
return at the deadline.
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Hurricanes zig while NHL zags, winning free agency with Burns, Pacioretty trades: Civian 

By Sara Civian 

If you’ve been paying attention to the Hurricanes’ offseason 
dealings in the Don Waddell era, I hope you’ve learned a 
lesson in patience. 

Carolina has developed a bit of a free agency M.O. over the 
past few years as the franchise has entered a period of 
sustained relevancy: 1) Make a confusing/unpopular move; 
2) Wait, and don’t read the comments; 3) Profit. 

If we listed every example, we’d be here all night, but a prime 
one was last season’s trade that sent “goalie of the future” 
Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings and left the Canes goalie-
less, at least for a minute. Waddell explained to me at the 
time that they were seeking a veteran starting goaltender 
with more playoff experience and that they weren’t going to 
budge on Nedeljkovic’s price if he was going to play backup. 
A few days later, they signed Freddie Andersen and Antti 
Raanta each to two-year deals, which still wasn’t popular — 
until the tandem helped bring record regular-season success 
to the franchise. 

Even though Andersen tore his MCL just before the playoffs, 
Raanta stepped up and it was lack of goal-scoring, not poor 
goaltending, that handed the Hurricanes a second-round, 
seven-game exit. 

As the youths say, many “took the L” on that one, in 
retrospect. 

The Canes made another controversial signing last season 
in Tony DeAngelo’s $1 million, one-year contract. His on-ice 
production was never the cause of concern, but he did 
proceed to post league-best cost-to-production value, with 51 
points and a plus-30 rating in 64 games. 

After that, you might have thought both sides would budge a 
bit, to keep DeAngelo in town longer-term. But we’re learning 
this isn’t how it works in the era of Waddell and owner Tom 
Dundon. The Canes have a staff of very smart people, like 
assistant general manager Eric Tulsky, who figure out the 
number the Canes want to offer these players, and once that 
number is set, they rarely stray far from it. 

The Canes tried to re-sign DeAngelo, but they drew a hard 
line, and it was well under what he was looking for. So they 
flipped him to the Flyers in exchange for three draft picks, 
and the Flyers gave him the $5 million AAV he was looking 
for. Waddell effectively turned a depreciating asset many had 
been unwilling to touch into a production machine for one 
season and three draft picks, at the cost of $1 million. 

But eventually something has to give, right? By refusing to 
pay DeAngelo, the Canes added another task to their CVS 
receipt-sized to-do list: find a reasonably-priced top-four 
defenseman. That was on top of re-signing or replacing 
Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and various depth 
pieces, and in the meantime finding the “elite goal scorer” 
they were missing in 2021-22. 

There weren’t a ton of inspiring defensive options on the 
free-agency market, and most of them were priced well over 
DeAngelo’s $5 million AAV, so maybe you were wondering 

why the team didn’t just re-sign him and check it off the list. 
But Waddell hinted at going the trade route the whole time. 

“(The DeAngelo trade) puts us in a better position,” he said. 
“A lot of teams are trying to move guys because of money. It 
might work out pretty well for us.” 

Waddell sounded starkly confident for a guy with roughly $20 
million dollars and several potentially expensive holes to fill. 
While I’ve learned to keep an open mind with this team, I 
was wondering if this would be the year the Hurricanes’ 
creative strategy that revolves around trades over free 
agents and using others for leverage would blow up in their 
face. 

As of press time Wednesday evening, it doesn’t look like that 
will be the case. 

The Canes sent RFA Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu 
Maknamiemi and a conditional third-round pick to San Jose 
for AHLer Lane Pederson and DeAngelo’s replacement. 
Enter 2017 Norris Trophy winner, six-time All-Star and leader 
among active defensemen in points Brent Burns. The 
Hurricanes took the three remaining years on the 37-year-
old’s contract at a 33 percent discount, meaning they’ll dish 
out a $5.36 million cap hit for the 37-year-old defenseman. 

“Since it’s been announced, eight or nine of our current 
players have already texted me saying, ‘Wow.’ They can’t 
believe we got this guy,” Waddell told reporters Wednesday. 
“That’s always a positive sign.” 

Burns isn’t exactly a spring chicken at 37 years old, and his 
production has taken a bit of a dip in the past few years. But 
even at that rate, he’s still consistently among the highest-
scoring defensemen in the league. Last season, he put up 54 
points in a full 82-game season on a below-average team. 
He hasn’t had any serious injuries recently, is currently riding 
an ironman streak of 679 games and has put up 40 or more 
points in 10 different seasons. 

Over the past two seasons, Burns has posted the highest 
average ice times of his career (26:08 and 26:09), which 
speaks well for his longevity. He’s got a hunger to win at the 
end of his career, and Hurricanes on the ’06 team already 
told us how important that presence is on a Cup team. 

This Hurricanes system has a way of bringing out offensive 
flair and rush-jumping even in low-scoring defensemen, and 
it just might be the place for Burns to re-hone that trademark 
shot. At the very least, the eye test indicates that Burns is 
excellent at creating rebounds from the point, and that’ll fit 
right in on the Canes’ forecheck. 

The deal has grown on me by the hour, and aging worries 
aside, I don’t think the Canes’ top pairing got any worse. But 
that was just one, arguably self-induced task on the Canes’ 
agenda for the day. As Vincent Trocheck signed a seven-
year deal with the Rangers and all was completely silent on 
the Nino Niederreiter front, you wondered what the Canes 
would do next up front. 

They tried to get a deal done with Florida free agent Mason 
Marchment and got pretty close until Marchment, grieving his 
late father Bryan, had a down-to-the-wire change of heart 
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and opted to surround himself with more familiar faces in the 
Stars organization. Credit to all involved in the handling of 
that sensitive decision. 

With the Marchment deal falling through, the Canes could 
have circled back to Niederreiter — or maybe, sigh, been 
done for the day. But remember what Waddell said after the 
DeAngelo trade? He knew a lot of teams were trying to 
offload money. And perhaps no team in the league is more 
notorious for this than the Golden Knights. 

So, late in the day, seemingly out of nowhere, the Canes 
acquired Max Pacioretty and depth defenseman Dylan 
Coghlan from Vegas for “future considerations.” 

I repeat, the Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty, a six-time 30-
goal scorer, for “future considerations.” 

He’s another one getting older at 33, he’s coming off an 
injury and he costs $7 million. But he still put up 19 goals and 
37 points in 39 games last season and 75 goals and 154 
points in 158 games over his past three seasons with Vegas. 
With one year left on his contract, the Canes had nothing to 
lose. 

Maybe the power play isn’t looking so brutal after all. Or — 
dare I say? — maybe it has the potential to be better. 

After these two big trades, the Canes decided to actually dip 
into the free-agency market to address their depth: Ondrej 
Kase at one year for $1.25 million. If Kase can stay healthy, 
he’ll be serviceable in the bottom six as a Lorentz 
replacement with potential for a bigger role. 

Things could change, but the depth chart isn’t looking too 
shabby as of Wednesday night: 

Andrei Svechnikov – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 
Max Pacioretty – Jesperi Kotkaniemi – Seth Jarvis 
Ondrej Kase – Jordan Staal – Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook – Jake Drury – ??? 

(Keep in mind that Martin Necas is an RFA and the Canes 
may very well figure out a bridge deal.) 

Jaccob Slavin – Brent Burns 
Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

The third defensive pairing gets interesting. Coghlan from the 
Vegas deal has potential. Jalen Chatfield could be ready for 
an NHL audition. Ethan Bear was extended a qualifying offer, 
and Jake Gardiner will attend training camp (barring a trade). 

Point is, the Canes have options all of the sudden. And in the 
words of Waddell, “it might work out pretty well.”
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Hurricanes land Brent Burns, Max Pacioretty on wild 1st day of free agency 

Carolina swung trades for the two star players and also 
signed long-coveted Ondrej Kase 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — When the Hurricanes traded away defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo at last week’s NHL Draft, there were howls 
on social media that Carolina had again been “too cheap” to 
pony up and pay a player who had 50-plus points. 

And when both Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter hit 
the open market, taking the combined 45 goals they scored 
for the Hurricanes last season to free agency with them, fans 
became even more concerned. 

The desperate digital screams of the masses became louder 
when NHL insiders tweeted that rugged Mason Marchment 
was coming to Raleigh on a four-year deal, only to see the 
Stars pry the free agent forward out of the Hurricanes’ grasp 
and to Dallas. 

But Carolina GM Don Waddell proved that, even on the most 
hectic day on the NHL calendar, slow and steady wins the 
race. 

The Hurricanes swung trades for superstars Brent Burns and 
Max Pacioretty on Wednesday, filling both of their major 
needs and stunning their fanbase and the league by 
reinventing themselves as contenders. 

Carolina, armed with about $20 million in cap space, 
targeted one rebuilding team and another in a severe cap 
crunch to fill their needs. 

Carolina acquired Burns, the former Norris Trophy-winning 
defenseman, in a trade with San Jose to replace DeAngelo, 
sending forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional third-round pick to the Sharks in 
exchange for Burns and 24-year-old center Lane Pederson. 

Then the Hurricanes traded with Vegas for six-time 30-goal 
scorer Max Pacioretty, landing the 33-year-old and 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan for future considerations — also 
known as nothing. 

Carolina also signed another player it has long coveted, 
inking Ondrej Kase to a one-year, $1.5 million contract. The 
Hurricanes nearly acquired Kase for Justin Faulk before the 
2019-20 season, but the trade fell apart. 

To recap, the final tally is: 

In: 

Brent Burns 
Max Pacioretty 

Ondrej Kase 
Dylan Coghlan 
Lane Pederson 
Draft picks (2nd, 4th) 

Out: 

Vincent Trocheck 
Tony DeAngelo 
Steven Lorentz 
Eetu Makiniemi 
Nino Niederreiter (TBD) 

Once they saw the big picture, the internet hoards made a lot 
of noise as well — but the positive kind. 

The Hurricanes gambled last offseason that DeAngelo could 
avoid the off-ice issues that plagued him with the Rangers 
and beyond. On Wednesday, they gambled that Burns can 
continue to outrace Father Time. 

San Jose will retain 34% of Burns’ cap hit, taking his $8 
million charge over the next three seasons down to $5.28 
million for Carolina. The conditional third-round pick headed 
to San Jose will be the lower of the two picks — one of which 
that was part of the return for DeAngelo — the Hurricanes 
hold in that round at next year’s draft. 

Pederson is a depth forward who can fill a similar role as 
Lorentz. He has 44 games of NHL experience with five 
points while playing under 11 minutes a game. 

Carolina will have to pay the full ticket on Pacioretty — a $7 
million cap hit but $5.25 million in actual cash — but also 
receive Coghlan. The 24-year-old undrafted defenseman will 
have a $762,500 cap hit this coming season. 

While Coghlan played 59 games for the Knights last season, 
totaling three goals and 10 assists in just over 14 minutes a 
night, it’s Pacioretty that’s the prize in the deal. 

The 14-year veteran played just 39 games last season for 
Vegas but scored 19 goals and had 37 points. Pacioretty has 
323 career goals, including 77 on the power play. 

“Adding offensive firepower and improving our power play 
were priorities this offseason, and Max certainly checks 
those boxes,” Waddell said in a press release. “This 
acquisition gives us an elite scorer and another veteran voice 
in our dressing room.” 

The 37-year-old Burns, a right-handed veteran of 18 NHL 
seasons, had 10 goals and 54 points for the Sharks last 
season, playing all 82 games. In fact, Burns has been one of 
the league’s most durable players — he last missed a game 
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during the 2013-14 season, playing 679 consecutive games. 
That gives Carolina hope that the 6-foot-5, 230-pound 
blueliner can continue to play and produce in what Burns 
called “the back nine” of his career. 

“It’s a big man that has played a lot of minutes and been very 
durable and through his career,” Waddell said. “We think 
he’s got at least three more real good years as he reaches 
the age of 40.” 

Burns has 227 goals and 777 points in 1,251 career regular 
season games and has scored 15 or more goals seven 
times, most recently in 2018-19. Burns’ days as the most 
dominant offensive defenseman in hockey — he scored 27 
and 29 goals in consecutive seasons in 2015-16 and 2016-
17 — are in the past, but the Barrie, Ontario, native still 
ranked 12th in points by defensemen last season. 

While Pacioretty leaves one Stanley Cup contender for 
another, Burns has not been to the postseason since 2019. 

“I’m coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win at all is really all that matters right now,” Burns said in a 
Zoom call following the trade. “I’ve chased the boys in red 
and black on the ice over a while, and they’ve got a great 
team.” 

Kase had 27 points in 50 games with Toronto last season, 
but the skilled winger has struggled to stay healthy — 
including concussion issues — throughout his NHL career. 

“Ondrej is an exciting young player and we’re happy to add 
another goal-scoring winger to our forward group,” Waddell 
said in a release. “He can play in all situations and we expect 
him to contribute offensively.” 

On the most unpredictable day in hockey, the Hurricanes 
pulled off the unimaginable. Now they’ll have to wait about a 
year to see if it was all worth the gamble.
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2022 NHL free agency: Canes makes trades for Brent Burns and Max Pacioretty, sign 
Ondrej Kase 

By Mark Bergin 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded for defenseman Brent Burns 
and forward Lane Pederson on Wednesday in a deal with the 
San Jose Sharks, according to multiple media reports. 

In exchange, the Canes are trading Steven Lorentz, goalie 
prospect Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional 2023 third-round 
pick. 

The Sharks are expected to retain 33% of Burns’ contract, 
according to TSN and The Athletic hockey insider Pierre 
LeBrun. 

Spotrac.com shows Burns has three years remaining on the 
eight-year, $64 million contract he signed in November 2016. 

Burns, 37, carries a cap hit of $8 million for the upcoming 
season. He scored 10 goals and had 44 assists in 82 games 
in the 2021-2022 season. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said Wednesday 
the organization believes Burns has at least three more 
productive years ahead. 

"[We] called him just a little while ago, and just the 
excitement he has just over the phone, it gets you really 
excited because he does bring a lot of energy," Waddell 
said. "He's a very upbeat guy. 

"You talk to all the players that have played with him in that 
[he is] very well respected." 

Burns recognized the Canes' success on the ice the last 
several years having made the playoffs in four consecutive 
seasons. 

"There's teams that are in that window and there's nothing 
better," Burns said. 

Pederson, 24, is due to make $750,000 this upcoming 
season. 

Here's a look at other deals on Wednesday involving the 
Canes: 

Canes trade for Max Pacioretty and Dylan Coghlan 

On Wednesday, multiple media reports indicated the 
Hurricanes traded for left winger Max Pacioretty and 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan from the Vegas Golden Knights 
in exchange for future considerations. 

TSN insider Darren Dreger reported the move was 
necessary for the Golden Knights to become cap compliant. 
No salary has been retained in the deal. 

In the 2021-2022 season, Pacioretty, 34, had 19 goals and 
37 points in 39 games. 

Coghlan, 24, played in 59 games last season, compiling 
three goals and 13 points. 

Canes sign Ondrej Kase 

LeBrun reported Wednesday the Canes are signing right 
winger Ondrej Kase to a one-year contract worth $1.5 
million. 

In 50 games for the Toronto Maple Leafs last season, Kase 
scored 14 goals and had 27 points. 

New York Rangers sign former Canes center Vincent 
Trocheck 

On Wednesday, multiple media reports indicated former 
Carolina Hurricanes center Vincent Trocheck signed a 
seven-year deal with the New York Rangers. 

Citing an unnamed league source, The Athletic’s Arthur 
Staple reported the deal is worth an average annual value of 
$5.625 million. 

In the 2021-2022 season, Trocheck, 29, had 51 points and 
21 goals. 

The Rangers were in the market for a center to replace 
Andrew Copp, who is a free agent and not expected to be 
back with New York. 

Plus, Ryan Strome and Frank Vatrano could also leave for 
other teams this offseason via free agency. 

Ian Cole signs with Tampa Bay Lightning 

Multiple media reports indicated defenseman Ian Cole 
agreed to a one-year deal with the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Daily Faceoff insider Frank Seravalli reported Cole’s deal is 
worth $3 million. 

The Lightning mark Cole’s seventh different NHL team. He’s 
played for the St. Louis Blues, Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Columbus Blue Jackets, Colorado Avalanche, Minnesota 
Wild and the Hurricanes. 

Cole has played in 670 NHL games in his career, and he 
averaged 17 minutes per game with the Hurricanes in the 
2021-2022 season.
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Updates From 2022 Canes Development Camp 

"The point of the camp is not evaluation, it's more or less just 
trying to get to know the guys." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - For a second consecutive day Carolina 
Hurricanes prospects were on the ice at Invisalign Arena 
Tuesday, already bringing the group to the midway point of 
the 2022 Development Camp. 

After officially checking in on Sunday, the group of 21 has 
had a healthy balance of education and testing, learning 
about the organization while also allowing the organization to 
learn about them. 

"The point of the camp is not evaluation, it's more or less just 
trying to get to know the guys," Canes Forwards 
Development Coach Sergei Samsonov offered. "Having the 
guys here, in this brand new facility, seeing what the 
Carolina Hurricanes are all about and learning what it's like 
to be a part of the organization is huge for their 
development." 

Monday's efforts included some off-ice fitness testing, prior 
to the forwards and defenseman undergoing some 
resistance skating training. While the goaltenders underwent 
some reactionary drills at the opposite end of the ice, each 
positional group also took their turn getting some schooling 
in the kitchen as well. 

Tuesday's action started with some more work on the ice, 
before the group moved into the more educational 
experiences - such as yoga and understanding the 
importance of nutrition when grocery shopping. 

While some of those items may not be atop the thrilling list of 
activities for 18, 19 and 20-year-olds, the group is enjoying 
being able to do it with their fellow prospects. 

"Last year we didn't get this opportunity," 2021 fourth round 
selection Jackson Blake spoke with appreciation. "But this is 
a blast with such a great group of guys. They'll push you and 
it's just been super fun." 

"Some of this is for the guys just to get to know each other," 
Hurricanes Defensemen Development Coach Peter Harrold 
provided in addition. "It's been really great to have this after 
[not being able to] the last few years. They're good players 
and we're really excited for all of them." 

The group will culminate the four-day sprint with an off-site 
team event on Wednesday and then an all-out grind on 
Thursday. 

Thursday morning the group will be back on the ice for one 
more skills session at 9 a.m., followed by off-ice exercises at 
1 p.m., before the camp concludes with a full team three-on-
three at 4 p.m. Both the 9 a.m. skills session and 4 p.m. 
finale will be open to the public for free.
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Pacioretty traded to Hurricanes by Golden Knights 

Forward had 37 points last season; Carolina acquired 
defenseman Burns earlier in day 

Max Pacioretty was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes by the 
Vegas Golden Knights along with defenseman Dylan 
Coghlan on Wednesday for future considerations. 

Pacioretty, a 33-year-old forward, had 37 points (19 goals, 
18 assists) in 39 games last season, missing significant time 
because of a lower-body injury and wrist surgery. He has 
one season remaining on a four-year, $28 million contract 
($7 million average annual value) he signed with Vegas on 
Sept. 10, 2018. 

Pacioretty had four power-play goals and 12 power-play 
points last season. 

"Adding offensive firepower and improving our power play 
were priorities this offseason, and Max certainly checks 
those boxes," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
said. "This acquisition gives us an elite scorer and another 
veteran voice in our dressing room." 

Selected by the Montreal Canadiens in the first round (No. 
22) of the 2007 NHL Draft, Pacioretty has 642 points (323 
goals, 319 assists) in 850 regular-season games for the 
Canadiens and Golden Knights, and 49 points (25 goals, 24 
assists) in 74 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Coghlan, 24, had 13 points (three goals, 10 assists) in 59 
games last season. Signed as a free agent on Sept. 20, 
2017, Coghlan has 19 points (six goals, 13 assists) in 88 
games. 

"Dylan is a young, right-shot defenseman who fits our 
system well," Waddell said. "We like his ability to take away 
time and space and play fast defensively." 

It was the second significant trade the Hurricanes made 
Wednesday. They acquired defenseman Brent Burns and 
forward Lane Pederson from the San Jose Sharks for 
forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi, and 
a third-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. 

Burns, a 37-year-old defenseman, had 54 points (10 goals, 
44 assists) in 82 games for the Sharks last season. He has 
three seasons remaining on the eight-year, $64 million 
contract ($8 million average annual value) he signed with 
San Jose on Nov. 22, 2016. 

The Sharks will retain 33 percent of the remaining salary. 

"Brent has been an elite offensive defenseman in the NHL 
for a long time," Waddell said. "He has produced at a 
consistent level throughout his career, and we believe adding 
him brings us closer to our goal of winning the Stanley Cup." 

Selected by the Minnesota Wild in the first round (No. 20) of 
the 2003 NHL Draft, Burns has 777 points (227 goals, 550 
assists) in 1,251 regular-season games, and 62 points (20 
goals, 42 assists) in 94 Stanley Cup Playoff games. He is the 
Sharks' all-time leader in goals (172), assists (422), points 
(594), power-play goals (54) and power-play points (205) 
among defensemen. 

"You always look at age, but everybody ages differently," 
Waddell said. "This is a big man who's played a lot of 
minutes and been very durable through his career. We think 
he's got at least three more real good years in him as he 
reaches the age of 40." 

Carolina (54-20-8) finished first in the Metropolitan Division 
last season, but it was eliminated in seven games by the 
New York Rangers in the Eastern Conference Second 
Round.
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Burns traded to Hurricanes by Sharks 

San Jose receives forward Lorentz, goalie prospect 
Makiniemi for defenseman; Carolina also gets forward 
Pederson 

Brent Burns was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes by the 
San Jose Sharks on Wednesday. 

San Jose received forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect 
Eetu Makiniemi, and a third-round pick in the 2023 NHL 
Draft. 

"I'm coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win it all is really all that matters right now," Burns said. "I've 
chased the boys in red and black around the ice for a while. 
They've got a lot of young guys that are just flourishing. 

"It's no secret that that team has been very, very good the 
last couple years. I'm coming from a team where we had 
those goals as well. There's teams that are in that window 
and there's nothing better. It's awesome. That part of it for 
[my family] is a no-brainer. Great city, great fans, great team. 
All that does is make you want to get to work and go." 

The 37-year-old defenseman had 54 points (10 goals, 44 
assists) in 82 games for the Sharks last season. He has 
three seasons remaining on the eight-year, $64 million 
contract ($8 million average annual value) he signed with 
San Jose on Nov. 22, 2016. 

The Sharks will retain 33 percent of the remaining salary. 

"Brent has been an elite offensive defenseman in the NHL 
for a long time," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
said. "He has produced at a consistent level throughout his 
career, and we believe adding him brings us closer to our 
goal of winning the Stanley Cup." 

Selected by the Minnesota Wild in the first round (No. 20) of 
the 2003 NHL Draft, Burns has 777 points (227 goals, 550 
assists) in 1,251 regular-season games, and 62 points (20 
goals, 42 assists) in 94 Stanley Cup Playoff games. He is the 
Sharks' all-time leader in goals (172), assists (422), points 
(594), power-play goals (54) and power-play points (205) 
among defensemen. 

"You always look at age, but everybody ages differently," 
Waddell said. "This is a big man who's played a lot of 
minutes and been very durable through his career. We think 
he's got at least three more real good years in him as he 
reaches the age of 40." 

In 18 NHL seasons, Burns has scored at least 20 goals three 
times and at least 60 points five times. He won the Norris 
Trophy as the top defenseman in the NHL in 2016-17, when 
he had 76 points (29 goals, 47 assists) in 82 games. 

Burns has played in 679 straight games, second among 
active players behind Phil Kessel (982). 

"That's a great team that's competing for a championship 
every year," Burns said. "Having [coach] Rod [Brind'Amour] 

there, I've heard nothing but unbelievable things about him 
and the way he goes about his business. I think it was a very 
easy fit for us. 

"Just having this extra excitement and energy, I can feel it 
already. It's something really special to come and be a part 
of, and I can't wait to meet the guys. For me, it's just the 
excitement to come to a new team, and I know what they've 
been doing the last couple years. That excitement has just 
taken over." 

The Hurricanes also received forward Lane Pederson, who 
had two assists in 29 games for the Sharks last season. The 
24-year-old has five points (one goal, four assists) in 44 NHL 
games for the Sharks and Arizona Coyotes. 

"Lane is a young center who helps solidify our depth down 
the middle," Waddell said. 

The Hurricanes (54-20-8) finished first in the Metropolitan 
Division last season but lost in seven games to the New York 
Rangers in the Eastern Conference Second Round. 

Lorentz, a 26-year-old forward, is a restricted free agent. He 
had 13 points (eight goals, five assists) in 67 games last 
season, and no points in five playoff games. 

Selected by Carolina in the seventh round (No. 186) of the 
2015 NHL Draft, he has 21 points (10 goals, 11 assists) in 
112 regular-season games, and three assists in 16 playoff 
games. 

Makiniemi, a 23-year-old goalie, was selected by Carolina in 
the fourth round (No. 104) of the 2017 NHL Draft. He was 
11-2-1 with a 2.06 goals-against average, .922 save 
percentage and two shutouts for Chicago of the American 
Hockey League last season. 

The Sharks have failed to reach the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 
each of the past three seasons after qualifying in 14 of the 
previous 15. They were 32-27-13 last season, 20 points 
behind the Nashville Predators for the second wild card from 
the Western Conference. 

San Jose, which hired Mike Grier as the first Black general 
manager in NHL history on July 5, is the only NHL team 
without a coach. 

The Sharks also signed forward Oskar Lindblom to a two-
year contract on Wednesday. Financial terms were not 
disclosed. 

The forward joined San Jose one day after he was placed on 
waivers by the Philadelphia Flyers for the purposes of buying 
out the final season of his three-year, $9 million contract ($3 
million average annual value) he signed July 22, 2020.  

The Hurricanes also signed forward Ondrej Kase to a one-
year, $1.5 million contract on Wednesday. He had 27 points 
(14 goals, 13 assists) in 50 games with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs last season.
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Hurricanes add Burns from Sharks, Pacioretty from Knights 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes are betting 
that trading for veteran defenseman Brent Burns will help a 
regular playoff team make an even deeper postseason push. 

Getting another scoring option in winger Max Pacioretty 
essentially for free won’t hurt, either. 

The Hurricanes acquired the 2017 Norris Trophy winner in 
Burns from San Jose on Wednesday as the NHL opened its 
free-agency period. Later in the day, Carolina acquired 
Pacioretty from Vegas for future considerations as the 
Knights deal with a salary-cap crunch. 

In the Burns deal, Carolina also got forward Lane Pederson 
from the Sharks in exchange for forward Steven Lorentz, 
goaltender prospect Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional third-
round pick next year. The Pacioretty deal also included the 
arrival of defenseman Dylan Coghlan. 

The biggest addition was the 6-foot-5, 230-pound Burns, who 
was still among the league leaders in ice time last season — 
five years since being named the league’s top defenseman. 

“Since it’s been announced, eight or nine of our current 
players have already texted me saying, wow, they can’t 
believe we got this guy,” Carolina president and general 
manager Don Waddell said. “That’s always a positive sign.” 

The Sharks will retain 34% of the remaining salary and cap 
hit for the 37-year-old Burns, reducing his cap hit in Carolina 
to around $5.3 million for each of the three remaining on his 
contract. 

Burns, who waived his no-trade clause for the deal, bolsters 
Carolina’s blue line after the Hurricanes sent Tony DeAngelo 
to Philadelphia for three draft picks last week following his 
one-year stay with the team.  

Burns is set to join veterans Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei in the Hurricanes’ top defensive pairings while 
also providing help on the power play, an area where 
DeAngelo thrived last season. 

“I’m coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win it all is really all that matters right now,” Burns said. “I’ve 

chased the boys in red and black around the ice there for a 
while. ... It’s a great, great team that is competing for a 
championship every year.” 

Burns is an 18-year NHL veteran, spending his first seven 
seasons in Minnesota and the past 11 with the Sharks. He 
has appeared in 679 straight games dating to the 2013-14 
season, while his 15 career overtime goals are the most by a 
defenseman in league history. 

“You always look (at) age, but everybody ages differently,” 
Waddell said. “And this is a big man that has played a lot of 
minutes and been very durable through his career. So we 
think he’s got at least three more real good years in him as 
he reaches the age of 40.” 

The Vegas trade added the 33-year-old Pacioretty and 24-
year-old Coghlan, with Pacioretty’s arrival addressing an 
area of need: a wing scorer to add to a forward group led by 
young talents like Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

“Adding offensive firepower and improving our power play 
were priorities this offseason, and Max certainly checks 
those boxes,” Waddell said in a statement Wednesday night. 

Pacioretty is a six-time 30-goal scorer, most recently when 
he had 32 goals in the 2020 season shortened by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He had 19 goals and 18 assists 
despite playing just 39 games due to injury last year. 

The Hurricanes have made the playoffs for four consecutive 
seasons after a nine-year drought. They have won division 
titles in each of the past two years, yet haven’t won more 
than one series since an unexpected run to the Eastern 
Conference Final in 2019. 

The New York Rangers ousted the Hurricanes in late May, 
ending a postseason that saw Carolina fail to win a road 
game in two seven-game series despite posting the NHL’s 
third-best regular-season record. 

They lost second-line center Vincent Trocheck in free agency 
Wednesday to the New York Rangers while sending the 26-
year-old Lorentz, who spent the playoffs as a fourth-liner or 
healthy scratch, to the Sharks in the Burns deal.
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Carolina Hurricanes get All-Star Brent Burns from San Jose Sharks 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Carolina Hurricanes acquired star defenseman Brent 
Burns from the San Jose Sharks in a multiplayer deal 
Wednesday. 

The Sharks traded Burns and AHL forward Lane Pederson to 
Carolina for forward Steven Lorentz, AHL goalie Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional 2023 third-round pick. The 
Sharks retained 34% of Burns' cap hit. The conditional 
selection will be the lower of Carolina's two third-round picks, 
which will be determined at the conclusion of the season. 

Burns had to approve the trade to Carolina. 

"Since it's been announced, eight or nine of our current 
players have already texted me saying, 'Wow, they can't 
believe we got this guy,'" Carolina president and general 
manager Don Waddell said. "That's always a positive sign." 

Burns, 37, has three more seasons with an $8 million 
average annual value (AAV) against the salary cap. The 
Hurricanes will have a cap hit of $5.36 million for Burns. 

But in real dollars, Burns will make $6.5 million ($3.5 million 
in signing bonus money) next season and then $5 million in 
each of the following two seasons ($2 million in signing 
bonus money) for the rest of the deal. That was no doubt 
appealing for the Hurricanes. 

Carolina needed a right-side, puck-moving defenseman after 
trading Tony DeAngelo to the Philadelphia Flyers. The 
Hurricanes were linked to free agent defenseman John 
Klingberg of the Dallas Stars but opted to trade for Burns. 

"I'm coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win it all is really all that matters right now,'' Burns said. "I've 
chased the boys in red and black around the ice there for a 
while. ... It's a great, great team that is competing for a 
championship every year.'' 

Burns had 54 points in 82 games last season for the Sharks. 
He's known as one of the NHL's most prolific shot-generating 
players, having led the NHL with 320 shots in the 2016-17 
season, the same year he won the Norris Trophy as the 

NHL's best defenseman. His ability to get shots through on 
the power play had been an asset during his 11 years in San 
Jose. 

Burns had 594 points in 798 games with San Jose. Before 
that, he spent seven seasons with the Minnesota Wild, 
scoring 183 points in 453 games as both a forward and a 
defenseman. 

He has appeared in 679 straight games dating to the 2013-
14 season, while his 15 career overtime goals are the most 
by a defenseman in league history. 

"You always look [at] age, but everybody ages differently,'' 
Waddell said. "And this is a big man that has played a lot of 
minutes and been very durable through his career. So we 
think he's got at least three more real good years in him as 
he reaches the age of 40.'' 

Burns' training routines have helped him maintain his 
effectiveness during long shifts. He's averaged 25:35 of ice 
time over the past five regular seasons to rank second 
among all NHL skaters, trailing only Los Angeles King 
defenseman Drew Doughty. 

"I'm excited about coming to a new place where some of my 
[training] habits I do are probably not the best anymore,'' 
Burns said. "I want to see a new group of people, what they 
do, what another team does. I'm excited about all that and 
just fitting in and helping." 

Lorentz played two seasons with the Hurricanes, scoring 21 
points in 112 games. Makiniemi was a fourth-round draft pick 
by the Hurricanes in 2017. He played professionally in 
Finland before joining the Chicago Wolves of the AHL last 
season. 

The 6-0 Pederson, 24, has one goal and five assists in 44 
career NHL games. 

The trade of Burns opens up valuable cap space for the 
Sharks, who still have Erik Karlsson ($11.5 million AAV) and 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic ($7 million AAV) on their salary cap 
through 2025.
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Trade grades: Carolina Hurricanes get Max Pacioretty from Vegas Golden Knights 

By Kristen Shilton  

While free agent signings dominated the discussion 
Wednesday as the market officially opened, there were a few 
trades as well. 

The Vegas Golden Knights dealt forward Max Pacioretty and 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan to Carolina for future 
considerations. No salary was retained in the deal as Vegas 
looked to clear cap space. 

Who comes out ahead in this one? Here's how both GMs did 
in the swap: 

Vegas Golden Knights: D 

The Golden Knights reportedly had extensions in place with 
Reilly Smith (three years, $15 million) and Brett Howden 
(one year, $1.5 million). Those deals would require additional 
cap space Vegas didn't have, until it made this move with 
Carolina. 

Trading the final year of Pacioretty's contract clears $7 
million off Vegas' books and will allow them some flexibility 
around other contracts. Coghlan is the sweetener here, a 24-
year-old right-shot defenseman who moves the puck well 
and might not have hit his ceiling yet. There's still a chance 
he develops further, so giving Coghlan away now isn't ideal 
for Vegas. But in order to offload Pacioretty, the Golden 
Knights had to give Carolina something, and they aren't 
getting much in return other than monetary relief. 

Vegas has done an infamously poor job managing its cap 
space of late. Those issues have already cost the franchise 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Nate Schmidt, Evgenii Dadonov, Cody 
Eakin and others. Now the Golden Knights say goodbye to a 
perennial 20-plus goal scorer in Pacioretty in order to get 
other deals over the line. And Vegas paid handsomely for 
Pacioretty in 2018 when they sent Nick Suzuki, Tomas Tatar 
and a second-round draft choice to Montreal to acquire him. 
Pacioretty has been a great addition, but Vegas backed itself 
into a ditch so deep the Knights couldn't see his contract 
through. 

Carolina Hurricanes: A 

The Hurricanes are immediate winners here. Carolina had 
been looking to add an impact scorer and found one in 
Pacioretty. Best of all, the Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty for 
literally nothing. And they have promising potential in 
Coghlan to boot. 

At 33, Pacioretty hasn't lost the scoring touch that made him 
a star. The former Canadiens captain generates 
opportunities, is an elite finisher and retains a wicked shot. 
All that will play well in the Hurricanes' lineup as they look to 
improve on a ninth-place finish in scoring last season. 
Carolina really saw its goals dry up in the postseason, 
though, as the Canes averaged just 2.64 per game. Plus, 
Pacioretty has years of leadership experience on his side 
that will be an asset in Carolina's locker room. Whatever 
Coghlan can add is gravy. 

Really, this trade comes with no negatives for the 
Hurricanes. 
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Trade grades: Carolina Hurricanes get Brent Burns in deal with San Jose Sharks 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The San Jose Sharks traded defenseman Brent Burns and 
AHL forward Lane Pederson to Carolina for forward Steven 
Lorentz, AHL goalie Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional 2023 
3rd-round pick. The Sharks retained 34-percent of Burns's 
cap hit. 

Who comes out ahead in this one? Here's how both GMs did 
in the swap: 

Carolina Hurricanes: A- 

This process began with Dougie Hamilton. The right-side 
defenseman was a free agent in Summer 2021. The 
Hurricanes weren't going to overcompensate to keep him. So 
he left for the New Jersey Devils and a $9 million average 
annual value free agent contract. To replace him, they turned 
to Tony DeAngelo, who had been jettisoned by the New York 
Rangers for behavioral issues. They signed him for $1 
million, put him in a position to score 51 points in 64 games 
and then flipped him to the Philadelphia Flyers for three draft 
picks. They signed him to a contract worth $5 million 
annually. 

Now the Hurricanes were, again, without that puck-moving 
right side defenseman. They were connected with free agent 
John Klingberg. But if the Hurricanes wanted a veteran right-
side offensive defenseman who doesn't play that much 
defense these days, why not opt for someone who does a 
whole lot more offensively than John Klingberg? Someone 
who will cost less and for fewer seasons? 

Enter Brent Burns. 

The Canes got Burns at $5.28 million AAV for three seasons. 
That's just over what DeAngelo got from the Flyers. In real 
money, he makes $6.5 million in 2022-23 and $5 million in 
each of the next two seasons. Financially, this is a strong 
move. 

In fairness, Klingberg actually had a slightly better points per 
game average in all situations (1.67) than Burns (1.43) over 
the last few seasons. The minute the Sharks fell off as a 
contender, Burns's game fell off with them. But look at his 

2021-22 campaign: 82 games, 54 points, 203 shots on goal. 
A pulse. A heartbeat. 

When motivated -- and Burns said he will be reenergized as 
he chases a Stanley Cup and plays in an arena atmosphere 
he's always admired -- the defenseman is still an offensive 
force. He plays a bunch of minutes. He's one of the better 
shot generating defensemen in NHL history and has a knack 
for getting shots through as a power play quarterback. He 
makes a great outlet pass too. 

He's not the defenseman he once was, as a Norris Trophy 
winner in 2017. But his dedication to fitness could offset the 
fact that he's 37 years old. For Lorentz, Makiniemi and a 
conditional 2023 3rd-round pick, and with the Sharks picking 
up over a third of the tab, it's a great move. 

San Jose Sharks: B 

The return for Burns is underwhelming, but it wasn't going to 
be anything but underwhelming. Burns is 37. He has a cap 
hit of $8 million. He has trade protection and had to accept a 
deal to the Hurricanes. The fact that novice GM Mike Grier 
found a way to get any of the team's overcompensated 
defensemen off the Sharks' cap is a win. 

Burns talked about how Grier, as a former player himself, 
helped him through the process, as did former interim GM 
Joe Will. Erik Karlsson has a cap hit of $11.5 million through 
2027 with a full no-move clause. Marc-Edouard Vlasic has a 
cap hit of $7 million through 2026 with a full no-move clause. 
Burns had less trade protection and more value. Off he goes. 

In the end, former GM Doug Wilson's grand plan to have 
Karlsson and Burns on the same team has to be considered 
a failure. Yes, they helped the Sharks to the conference final 
in 2019. They haven't made the playoffs since then and that 
$19 million in cap space didn't allow them to make the 
necessary moves to remain competitive while Karlsson was 
injured and Burns started to decline. (Let's not even get 
started on Vlasic, who's the true albatross of the trio). 

To bring down Burns's cap hit to $2.72 million for the next 
three seasons allows the Sharks to do some of those things. 
The return isn't great. But the move itself, while overdue, is a 
win.
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Vegas Golden Knights create cap space, ship 'elite scorer' Max Pacioretty to Carolina 
Hurricanes 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Vegas Golden Knights traded star winger Max 
Pacioretty to the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday in a 
salary clearing move. 

Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan were moved to 
the Hurricanes for future considerations, the teams 
announced. 

Pacioretty, 33, played the last four seasons with the Golden 
Knights. He spent the first 10 years of his career with the 
Montreal Canadiens, who traded him to Vegas in 2019 for 
center Nick Suzuki, Tomas Tatar and a second-round 
choice. 

Pacioretty scored 37 points in 39 games during an injury-
plagued 2021-22 season as the Golden Knights failed to 
make the postseason for the first time. He had 97 goals and 
97 assists in 224 games with the Golden Knights. He has 
one more year left on his contract with a $7 million salary-
cap hit. 

"Adding offensive firepower and improving our power play 
were priorities this offseason, and Max certainly checks 

those boxes," Carolina general manager Don Waddell said in 
a news release. "This acquisition gives us an elite scorer and 
another veteran voice in our dressing room." 

Coghlan, 24, is entering his third NHL season having played 
88 games. He had 19 points. He played two seasons with 
the AHL Chicago Wolves before that. 

"Dylan is a young, right-shot defenseman who fits our 
system well," Waddell said. "We like his ability to take away 
time and space and play fast defensively." 

In total, the Golden Knights saved $7.76M in cap space. 
Vegas was around $2 million over the salary cap and needed 
to give unrestricted free agent forward Reilly Smith a contract 
extension. 

For the Hurricanes, Pacioretty gives them a veteran goal-
scoring winger that their lineup needed. He's the second 
significant veteran player they added on Wednesday, having 
also traded for defenseman Brent Burns of the San Jose 
Sharks.

 

 

 

 
Sharks trade defenceman Brent Burns to Hurricanes 

The rebuilding San Jose Sharks have traded veteran 
defenceman Brent Burns and forward Lane Pederson to the 
Carolina Hurricanes for forward Steven Lorentz, goaltender 
Eetu Makiniemi and a 2023 third-round pick. 

The Sharks are retaining 33 per cent of Burns's $8-million 
cap hit over the next three seasons. 

Burns had a modified no-trade clause in which he was able 
to accept a trade to only three teams. Carolina was not 
initially on Burns's trade list, but he ultimately agreed to the 
deal. 

Sharks general manager Mike Grier told reporters on 
Monday that he would let Burns "lead the way" on trade 
discussions. 

The 37-year-old Burns has three years remaining on an 
eight-year, $64 million contract. 

Burns was the Norris Trophy winner as the league's top 
defenceman in 2017 and is a six-time NHL all-star. 

Burns had 10 goals and 44 assists in 82 games last season. 

The six-foot-five Burns has 777 points (227 goals, 550 
assists) in 1,251 career NHL games with the Minnesota Wild 
and Sharks. 

The Wild selected Burns 20th overall in the 2003 NHL Draft.  

Burns was a forward in his one year of junior with the 
Brampton Battalion before he switched to defence in the pro 
ranks.
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Golden Knights trade Max Pacioretty, Dylan Coghlan to Hurricanes for future 
considerations 

The Vegas Golden Knights have traded star forward Max 
Pacioretty and depth defenceman Dylan Coghlan to the 
Carolina Hurricanes, according to Sportsnet's Elliotte 
Friedman. 

The move comes with Vegas in need of immediate cap relief, 
with the club sitting roughly $2.5 million over the salary cap 
limit before making this deal. In moving out Pacioretty and 
Coghlan, the Golden Knights clear more than $7.7 million off 
their total, with Pacioretty set to earn $7 million in 2022-23 
and Coghlan earning $762,500. 

In return for the pair of players, the Golden Knights are 
receiving future considerations. 

Joining Vegas in 2018 via a high-profile trade that sent Nick 
Suzuki, Tomas Tatar, and a 2019 second-round pick to the 
Montreal Canadiens, Pacioretty amassed 97 goals and 194 
points over his four seasons with the Golden Knights. 

He posted 19 goals and 37 points through 39 games last 
season during a campaign that saw plenty of time missed 
due to injury. Overall, the 33-year-old has topped the 20-goal 
plateau eight times over the course of his career, topping 30 
goals six times and hitting a career-high 39 back in 2014. 

Coghlan, 24, has spent parts of two seasons with Vegas 
after a pair of campaigns with the AHL's Chicago Wolves. 
The defenceman averaged just over 14 minutes of ice for the 
Golden Knights last season, posting 13 points through 59 
games. 

Pacioretty and Coghlan will now move to a Canes team that 
already loaded up with another high-profile deal earlier 
Wednesday, acquiring veteran defender Brent Burns from 
the San Jose Sharks in a five-piece swap.

 

Ondrej Kase signs one-year, $1.5M deal with Hurricanes 

Forward Ondrej Kase signed a one-year deal worth $1.5 
million with the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. 

Kase had 14 goals and 13 assists in 50 games with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs during the 2021-22 campaign. 

The Czech winger, selected in the seventh round (205th 
overall) by the Ducks in the 2014 NHL Draft, has 57 goals 
and 67 assists in 257 career NHL games. 

He spent nearly four full seasons in Anaheim before being 
traded to Boston in 2019. He sat out most of 2020-21 as he 
recovered from post-concussion symptoms before joining 
Toronto as a free agent last summer. 

Toronto opted not to extend a qualifying offer to Kase earlier 
this week, making him an unrestricted free agent. 
 

Kase will become a UFA at age 27 next summer at the 
expiration of this new deal. 
 
Carolina GM Don Waddell pulled off a pair of big trades 
earlier in the day, acquiring six-time 30-goal scorer Max 
Pacioretty and depth defender Dylan Coghlan from the 
Vegas Golden Knights for future considerations.  

The Hurricanes also acquired 2017 Norris Trophy winner 
Brent Burns at a discounted cap hit. They received Burns 
and forward Lane Pederson from the San Jose Sharks in 
exchange for forward Steven Lorentz, goalie Eetu Makiniemi 
and a 2023 third-round pick.
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Trade: Sharks free up cap room, send Brent Burns to Hurricanes 

By Sean Leahy  

San Jose Sharks general manager Mike Grier continued re-
shaping his new roster on Wednesday by trading Brent 
Burns and Lane Pederson to the Carolina Hurricanes for 
Steven Lorentz, Eetu Mäkiniemi and a conditional 2023 third-
round pick. 

The Hurricanes will retain 33% of Burns’ remaining contract 
with Burns costing San Jose $2.64 million on their cap for the 
next three years. His contract carries an $8 million salary cap 
hit and runs through the 2024-25 NHL season. Carolina was 
reportedly one of teams on Burns’ three-team trade list. 

Changes were expected in San Jose following a third straight 
season without playoff hockey. In May, Burns knew 
something had to give and didn’t shoot down the idea of 
moving on from the Sharks. 

“It’s definitely tough when you lose three years, not making 
the playoffs,” he said. “I think everybody feels that way, 
whether they’re young or older. At the end of the day, that’s 
what we all play for. I’ve been in the league long enough to 
know that, when you’re doing these meetings at this time, 
there’s a lot of changes that happen, that need to happen. 

“A lot of changes are going to happen here. When you’re 
looking for a new general manager, there’s a lot of things on 
the table. So I don’t know.” 

With Tony DeAngelo now in Philadelphia, there was a need 
for the Hurricanes to add a right-side defenseman. John 
Klingberg, an unrestricted free agent, was rumored to be a 
possibility but in the end general manager Don Waddell went 
with Burns. 

Burns had been one of the Sharks’ highest volume shooters 
over the last four seasons, something that should allow him 
to fit in nicely on the Hurricanes’ blue line. Carolina is a team 
that likes to shoot the puck and that should help the 37-year-
old stay productive coming off a 10-goal, 54-point season. 

Grier gets to work 

A week after taking over as GM, Mike Grier has begun 
remodeling the Sharks. With Burns gone, it now leaves Erik 
Karlsson and Marc-Édouard Vlasic as the two richest 
contracts on the roster. Karlsson has five years and $51 
million owed to him ($11.5M cap hit) while Vlasic ($7M cap 
hit) has four years and $27 million in salary left on his deal. 

With Burns gone, Grier now has a little under $13 million in 
cap space, per Cap Friendly. Kaapo Kähkönen and Mario 
Ferraro are among the main restricted free agents to re-sign, 
which should still leave him plenty of room to continue to add 
minus any other cap-opening trades.
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Trade: Golden Knights send Max Pacioretty to Hurricanes in salary dump 

By Adam Gretz  

The Vegas Golden Knights revolving door of players 
continued to spin on Wednesday when they traded veteran 
forward Max Pacioretty to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

And with that, the Hurricanes continued to load up their 
roster on the opening day of free agency. 

The full deal will send Pacioretty and Dylan Coghlan to the 
Hurricanes in exchange for future considerations. That is it. 
Nothing going back to Vegas in return. 

The key to this deal for Vegas — and the only key to this 
deal — is dumping the remaining year of Pacioretty’s 
contract ($7 million salary cap hit) to get under the cap. It is a 
familiar cycle for the Golden Knights as they keep adding 
big-name players in trade and free agency and then having 
to jettison other players to make it all work. Sometimes (in 
the case of Pacioretty and Marc-Andre Fleury) they have to 
jettison them for, quite literally, nothing. 

When healthy Pacioretty is still an outstanding player and 
has scored at a point-per-game (and 40-goal pace per 82 
games) the past two seasons. If Carolina had a weakness on 
their roster the past couple of years it has been not having 
enough finishers that can turn all of their possession 
domination into goals. They have a lot of really good players, 
and a team where the whole is greater than the sum of its 

parts, but they definitely had a need for another difference-
making forward. 

They not only got one, they did not have to give up anything 
to get it. 

It is Carolina’s second big trade of the deal, having also 
acquired defenseman Brent Burns in a trade with the San 
Jose Sharks. 

The Hurricanes also signed Ondrej Kase to a one-year 
contract, while allowing Vincent Trocheck to leave in free 
agency to the New York Rangers. It is likely that Nino 
Neiderreiter is also leaving in free agency. 

Those departures seem pretty insignificant when you 
consider the boost that Pacioretty can provide. 

Carolina still has one of the best rosters in the league and 
managed to get a lot more lethal offensively with Pacioretty 
and Burns added to the mix. 

As for Vegas, this is tough and it speaks to the self-inflicted 
salary cap headaches it constantly creates for itself by 
seemingly having no long-term vision beyond “sign or trade 
for the biggest name available.” 

Coming off of a bitterly disappointing season where they 
missed the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history, this is not an encouraging start to the offseason.

 

 

 

Hurricanes Acquire Burns From Sharks 

The Carolina Hurricanes have acquired defenseman Brent 
Burns from the San Jose Sharks. 

By Mike Stephens 

Brent Burns is on the move.  

As free-agent deals continue to roll in on Wednesday with 
the market opening roughly an hour ago, the Carolina 
Hurricanes dipped their toes into the trade pool to improve 
their roster, acquiring defenseman Brent Burns from the San 
Jose Sharks along with Lane Pederson in exchange 
for Steven Lorentz, goaltending prospect Eetu Makiniemi, 
and a conditional 2023 third-round pick.  

As per the terms of the deal, the Sharks will also retain 33 
percent of Burns' $8 million cap hit for the next three 
seasons, meaning that Burns will now count for $5.28 million 
on the Hurricanes' cap through the 2024-25 season.  

Burns might be approaching age 40 with his best years 
behind him, but he's still a remarkably productive offense-

first defenseman. Suiting up in all 82 games last season, 
Burns scored an impressive 10 goals and 54 points while 
logging a whopping 26 minutes per game in the Sharks' top-
four.  

Will Burns provide any defensive value at this stage in his 
career? No. Burns is a decidedly one-way player these days, 
with his primary value being racking up points from the back-
end while offering not much else. But the Hurricanes 
employed a player with that exact resume last season in 
Tony DeAngelo, now swapping out a potentially volatile 
locker room presence for one of the more well-liked players 
in the league.  

At a reduced cap hit, Burns could provide some hidden value 
for the Hurricanes and will likely mesh quite well with former 
Jack Adams Rod Brind'Amour.  

It's a hectic day in the NHL. And the biggest moves have yet 
to come.
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Golden Knights Trade Pacioretty, Coghlan for Future Considerations 

The Vegas Golden Knights have dealt forward Max 
Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan to the Carolina 
Hurricanes in exchange for future considerations. 

By Mike Stephens 

The NHL's flat-cap reality is taking its toll on teams across 
the league.  

The Vegas Golden Knights were the latest victim of the 
salary cap squeeze on Wednesday evening, trading forward 
Max Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan to the 
Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for future considerations.  

It's a head-scratcher without context, really.  

Despite his advanced age and injury history, Pacioretty is still 
a money-in-the-bank 30-goal scorer when healthy, even 
chipping in 19 goals for the Golden Knights last season in 
just 38 games. Pacioretty was an extremely important player 
for Vegas both on the ice and off, and this trade will only add 
to the growing discontent in the organization about moving 
on from players far too soon.  

With one year left on his deal at $7 million, Pacioretty was a 
pricey asset that the Golden Knights simply could not afford -
- especially after the rumored extensions they are set to give 
to Rielly Smith and another UFA forward.  

Still, to give up a player of Pacioretty's caliber for, quite 
literally, no assets just one summer after they did the exact 
same thing with the reigning Vezina winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury is a tough pill to swallow for Vegas. This organization 
has bled talent in the years after their miraculous run to the 
Stanley Cup final in their debut season and are paying the 
price for some aggressive roster building that may just set 
them back rather than push them forward.  

To surrender Coghlan, a 24-year-old right-shot defender set 
to make close to league minimum this season as a 
sweetener is the kicker, as well.  

The Golden Knights have a talented roster with some high-
end stars. But their ability to retain talent and keep their team 
cap compliant for most of their existence is non-existent.

 

Hurricanes Sign Kase to One-Year Deal 

The Carolina Hurricanes have signed forward Ondrej Kase to 
a one-year deal. 

By Mike Stephens 

It's been a busy day for the Carolina Hurricanes.  

After making massive trades to acquire both Brent Burns and 
Max Pacioretty, the Hurricanes opted to pad their defensive 
depth as the first day of free agency began to wind down, 
agreeing to terms with Ondrej Kase on a one-year contract 
worth $1.5 million.  

Ability has never been the issue with Kase. Not at all, in fact. 
When Kase was on the ice for the Maple Leafs last season, 
he looked fantastic.  

The 26-year-old scored roughly 0.5 points per game for 
Toronto while serving as a versatile winger with enough skill 
and grit to play up and down the line-up, and made just a 
little over $1 million to do it. 

But, as has always been the case with Kase, injuries struck 
again.  

Kase suffered yet another concussion midway through the 
season and missed the entire final stretch of the schedule. 
He returned for the playoffs and looked fine in Toronto's 
seven-game first-round exit versus Tampa, but he was 
already playing with fire before he went down in the first 
place. Another fall or bump on the head could not only derail 
his hockey career, but seriously impact his ability to lead a 
normal life, as well.  

If he can stay healthy, the Hurricanes just added a valuable 
middle-six forward for pennies on the dollar. But that's a big 
"if" at play there, though the risk is softened by the one year 
of term.  

Right now, the focus is on ensuring Kase can preserve his 
quality of life after his playing days are over. If suiting up this 
season won't impact that, then it's a great story for him.
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NHL Free Agency: Winners and Losers from Day 1 

Which teams came away with the best moves on free 
agency day? Time will be the ultimate judge, but here's some 
early picks. 

By Adam Proteau 

The NHL’s unrestricted free agency period opened up 
Wednesday, and with it, scores of signings, and quite a few 
trades, took place right away.  

Which teams came away with the best moves on free 
agency day? Time will be the ultimate judge, of course, but 
it’s always fun to analyze winners and losers on such a 
crucial day. Here are one writer’s picks for the best and worst 
team results on free agency day. 

WINNERS 

Ottawa Senators: At the NHL draft, the Senators got a big 
offensive boost when GM Pierre Dorion acquired star winger 
Alex DeBnrincat in a steal of a deal with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. But Dorion wasn’t done adding strength to 
Ottawa’s lineup, making one of the most notable moves of 
Day One of free agency when he signed Ottawa native and 
star forward Claude Giroux to a three-year, $19.5 million 
deal.  

The Sens now have a fearsome first two forward lines, wIth 
Josh Norris, Drake Batherson, Tim Stutzle, Brady Tkachuk, 
Giroux and DeBrincat. Dorion also shored up Ottawa’s back 
end by trading Filip Gustavsson to Minnesota for veteran 
Cam Talbot, and while Talbot is up there in years – he’s 35 
years old, and will turn 36 next summer – he doesn’t have a 
lot of mileage on his professional odometer, and can give 
Ottawa quality minutes. 

Dorion still has $15.9-milliion left in salary cap space, but he 
has restricted free agent forwards Alex Forementon, Josh 
Norris and Mathieu Joseph, as well as defenseman Erik 
Brrannstrom to take care of. But if these are all the off-
season moves Dorion makes, he should be strutting around 
like the cock of the walk. Few GMs have made as many 
moves of consequence as Dorion has this summer, and 
because of it, the Senators are now a legitimate threat to 
make the playoffs this coming season. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The ‘Canes were already a very good 
squad when free agency day opened up, but by the end of 
the afternoon, they became one of the odds-on favorites to 
win the Stanley Cup next season. GM Don Waddell put on 
his big boy pants Wednesday, and though he didn’t sign 
anyone to an offer sheet the way he did last summer, 
Waddell did use the trade market to push Carolina’s group of 
talent to impressive heights. 

First, Waddell hooked up with new San Jose Sharks GM 
Mike Grier to acquire former Norris Trophy winner Brent 
Burns and forward Lane Pederson in exchange for forward 
Steven Lorentz, goalie Eeetu Makiniemi and a 2023 third-
round draft pick. San Jose also will be assuming 33 percent 
of Burns’ $8 million cap hit for the next three seasons. The 
deal gives Carolina one of the best top-four defense pairings 
in the league, and a robust physical game the Canes didn’t 
have in abundance last year.  

Then, late in the afternoon. Waddell made another big move, 
landing star forward Max Pacioretty and depth defenseman 
Dylan Coughlan from Vegas for future considerations. That’s 
a very small price to pay to acquire a high-impact player like 
Pacioretty, but the hockey world knew Vegas had to shed 
salary to be cap compliant, and it’s to Waddell’s credit that 
he convinced Golden Knights counterpart Kelly McCrimmon 
to send Pacioretty to the Eastern Conference for next to 
nothing in return. 

The final move Waddell made late Wednesday was a 
relatively smaller move that could turn out to be a big one: 
Veteran winger Ondrej Kase, who spent last season in 
Toronto, was signed to a one-year, $1.5 million contract. The 
26-year-old Kase has had trouble staying healthy, but when 
he is in the lineup, he’s a crafty, defensively-responsible 
competitor who will help out at both ends of the rink. Depth is 
important for legitimate Cup contenders, and players like 
Kase and Coughlan will be necessary components of a deep 
post-season run for Carolina. The Hurricanes now have all 
sorts of talent and experience, and there are no excuses for 
them not to dominate in the regular season and do significant 
damage come playoff time. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: The Bolts didn’t bring in anybody new 
to their impressive lineup, but GM Julien BriseBois did strike 
on Day One of free agency by signing veteran Lightning 
players to lengthy contract extensions. Defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev got an eight-year deal for $8.5 million per season; 
forward Anthony Cirelli got an eight-year deal for $6.25 
million per year; and blueliner Cernak got an eight-year 
extension for $5.2 million per season.  

Lightning fans were hoping to see veteran Ondrej Palat in 
that group, but the UFA winger has too many suitors to keep 
his salary at a level the Lightning could absorb in their salary 
structure. Unfortunately, that’s how the salary cap works. 
Great teams just don’t get to keep every one of their key 
cogs, and someone eventually moves on for monetary 
reasons. BriseBois did sign UFA D-man Ian Cole to deepen 
the blueline, but Palat’s absence will be felt.  

Still, BriseBois must be commended for signing Tampa’s 
foundational players to solid, long-term deals. The Bolts will 
be Cup contenders for some time to come, and Sergachev, 
Cirelli and Cernak will be important pieces for them going 
forward. 

Colorado Avalanche: Joe Sakic was a wizard at GM this past 
season, making all the right moves to lead the Avs to their 
first Cup win in 21 years, and though he’s technically been 
promoted to president of hockey operations while Chris 
McFarland is now Colorado’s GM, Sakic will remain holding 
the reins of power in Denver. And on free agency day, his 
fingerprints were all over Colorado’s moves. 

The Avs didn’t re-sign star center Nazem Kadri, and aren’t 
likely to. However, the Avalanche did retain the services of 
trade deadline pickup Josh Manson, signing the 30-year-old 
to a four-year, $18-million deal. As a right-shot blueliner, 
Manson easily could’ve made more than that in another 
market, but he was convinced to stick around and push for 
another Cup win. That’s a victory for McFarland and Sakic. 
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So too is the eight-year contract extension given to star 
winger Valeri Nichushkin, who’ll be earning $6.125 million a 
year through the 2029-30 campaign.  

The Avs are gambling with their goalie situation again, 
saying goodbye to No,.1 netminder Darcy Kuemper in favor 
of former Rangers back stopper Alexander Georgiev. But 
Sakic et al still have $4 million in cap space to make moves 
during the regular season. They’ve got elite talent all over the 
joint in Denver, and any goalie on the trade block this coming 
year will jump at the chance to play for them. All in all, a first-
rate series of moves by Sakic and McFarland so far this off-
season.s 

Columbus Blue Jackets: The Blue Jackets signed arguably 
the best UFA available in former Calgary superstar winger 
Johnny Gaudreau. That’s as big a win as anyone got on Free 
Agency day. They’re now a legitimate contender for a playoff 
spot in the Metropolitan Division. Blue Jackets Gm Jarmo 
Kekalainen 1, Rest of the NHL, 0. 

LOSERS 

Chicago Blackhawks: Shortly after giving away star sniper 
Alex DeBrincat to Ottawa and trading young center Kirby 
Dach to Montreal at the NHL draft, the Blackhawks continued 
their off-season of destruction Wednesday by refusing to 
extend qualifying offers to forwards Dominik Kubalik and 
Dylan Strome, making both UFAs. Kubalik immediately 
signed a two-year, $5 million deal with Detroit.  

Meanwhile, Hawks GM Kyle Davidson signed and traded for 
a slew of players that aren’t going to move the needle in a 
winning direction, including goalies Petr Mrazek and Alex 
Stalock, and forwards Colin Blackwell, Max Domi and 
Andreas Athanasiou. Davidson is willingly testing the 
patience of Hawks cornerstones Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews, both of who, given their preference, would want to be 
Hawks for their whole Hall-of-Fame careers. But this blatant 
tank job might just force them into accepting a trade out of 
town.  

Kane would bring a huge return, and Toews would get 
Chicago at least some high draft picks, but this awful Hawks 
lineup is desecrating the legacy Towes and Kane bult in the 
Windy City. It’s just plain painful to see Davidson take 

dynamite sticks to the franchise, and there’s no guarantee it 
will be a quick competitive turnaround. 

Philadelphia Flyers: The Flyers didn’t win the Johnny 
Gaudreau Sweepstakes, and they failed to convince former 
captain Claude Giroux to come back to Philly. They did sign 
a few depth players you’ve likely never heard of, as well as 
notorious defenseman Tony DeAngleo. And this is a team 
that’s going to challenge for a playoff berth in the Metro? Um, 
no, probably not. Tough times in Flyers land. Good luck, 
John Tortorella. 

Calgary Flames: Flames fans’ worst fears came to pass on 
free agency day, when UFA superstar winger Johnny 
Gaudreau reportedly let Calgary GM Brad Treliving know he 
would not be returning to the organization. That left a 
massive hole in Calgary’s attack, and one that cannot be 
easily filled. And the fact Gaudreau chose to leave more 
money on the table to joing a rebuilding Columbus Blue 
Jackets team is a negative comment on the Flames’ 
blueprint to win. 

Treliving now has $22.2 million to play with, but unless he 
convinces someone like UFA Nazem Kadri – who kiboshed a 
trade to the Flames earlier in his career - to take a big 
payday to come to Calgary, the Flames are going to be 
significantly less potent with the puck next season.  

Arizona Coyotes: If it wasn’t for the brutal Blackhawks, the 
Coyotes once again would be having arguably the worst off-
season of any NHL team. Despite having oodles of cap 
space, Arizona remains a dumping ground for abysmal 
contracts and unproven young talent. Earlier in the off-
season, they acquired Oilers bench-warmer Zack Kassian. 
And on free-agency day, GM Bill Armstrong continued to 
lower the limbo bar of competitivity, and slide under it. 

The most familiar name Arizona acquired Wednesday was 
veteran forward Nick Bjugstad, followed by veteran 
defensemen Troy Stetcher and Patrik Nemeth. Before the 
2022-23 season begins, Armstrong is likely to trade top D-
man Jakob Chychrun, and before the regular season is 
through, blueliner Shayne Gostisbehere will be dealt as well. 
It’s going to be a tank job rivaled only by Chicago, and it’s 
going to get uglier from here. But make no mistake, this 
lineup already is about as ugly as it gets.
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About Last Season: Frederik Andersen 

Andersen proved the doubters wrong with his performance 
during the regular season. 

By Matthew Somma 

Frederik Andersen 2021-2022 By The Numbers 

 Age: 32 

 NHL Seasons: 9 

 Stats: 35-14-3, 2.17 GAA, .922 save percentage 

 Advanced Stats: 22.1 GSAA, .840 HDsv% 

 Contract status: On a two-year, $4.5M AAV contract 
through 2023 

Hey, remember when the Hurricanes traded Alex Nedeljkovic 
and everyone was thrown into a frenzy about goaltending? 
Ah, good times. When the Hurricanes decided to sign 
Andersen in free agency, it was viewed with skepticism by 
many in the fan base. Andersen hadn’t exactly been stellar in 
Toronto, and while Toronto’s defense wasn’t the best, it 
didn’t inspire a ton of confidence in many fans. Andersen 
would have a lot to prove, and he managed to do just that 
early on in the season. Andersen won his first eight starts as 
a Hurricane and never looked back.  

Throughout the year, Andersen proved to be a steady 
netminder that would provide the Hurricanes with some 
desperately needed stability. The Hurricanes can play 
erratically at times, so his calm nature was a welcome sight. 
Andersen stayed consistent all year long, giving the 
Hurricanes elite goaltending that they haven’t had since, 
well, a very long time ago. It seemed that whenever the 
Hurricanes were struggling to score, Andersen was able to 
keep the puck out and give the team a chance until the 
forwards could figure it out. These big games helped 
Carolina earn a place at the top of the Metropolitan Division 
for the first time in franchise history. 

Andersen earned a handful of accolades this past season, 
most notably an All-Star nomination and a Jennings trophy, 
which he and Antti Raanta earned for having the lowest 

goals against in the entire NHL. This was the first Jennings 
trophy in franchise history, which goes to show how crucial 
Andersen was to this team’s success.  

The end of Andersen’s season was cut short due to an 
injury, though. He was hurt during a game against Colorado 
on April 16 and did not return for the rest of the season. This 
injury obviously raises some concerns given Andersen’s past 
injury issues, and the fact that he also missed the playoffs 
only amplifies the concerns about next season. Will 
Andersen be able to bounce back and return to form next 
year? For that, we’ll need to take a look at Andersen’s stats. 
Andersen’s Goals Saved Above Average for this past season 
was 22.1, which is nearly eight goals higher than his 
previous high set during the 2018-2019 season with Toronto.  

In fact, last season was the third time in his career that 
Andersen has had a GSAA in the double digits. Past 
performance indicates that Andersen may be due for some 
regression back towards the mean next season. Andersen’s 
high danger save percentage this past season was .840, 
which is absurdly high. For reference, Andersen’s previous 
high was .795, also set during the 2018-2019 season. 
Andersen was ridiculous this past season, but there may be 
some regression.  

There’s also the question of what defense the team will be 
putting in front of Andersen next year. Tony DeAngelo is 
already out, and presumably, the Hurricanes could be losing 
two other defensemen to unrestricted free agency. Now, this 
might not be a bad thing. Giving Andersen some defensive 
help in front of him may help keep him at the top of the 
league in terms of save percentage. 

This past season, Andersen provided the Hurricanes with 
truly elite goaltending, something that this team has been in 
desperate need of. While Raanta was great in the playoffs, 
you have to wonder how things would have gone if Andersen 
was in net the whole time. The team will have Andersen as 
their starter next season and while there may be some 
regression in his game, there’s no doubt that Andersen will 
be a great goalie for the Hurricanes in their quest for a 
Stanley Cup next year.
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About Last Season: Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

The Finnish center joined the Carolina Hurricanes after 
signing an offer sheet last offseason.  

By Ryan Henkel 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 2021-22 By the Numbers 

 Age: 22 

 NHL Seasons: 4 

 Scoring: 12 goals, 17 assists, 29 points in 66 games 

 Playoff Scoring: 0 goals, 2 assists, 2 points in 14 
games 

 Advanced Statistics: 58.62 CF%, 53.75% SCF%, 
55.06 xGF%, 54.10 GF% 

 Average TOI: 9:30 ES, 2:13 PP, 0:02 SH 

 Contact Status: On an 8-year, $4.82 AAV contract 
through 2029-30 

If there has been one similarity between Carolina Hurricanes 
and Montreal Canadiens fans it’s that they both like to talk 
about Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Like a lot. Whether good or bad, 
Kotkaniemi has been a player that has dominated forum and 
internet posts among the fanbase and been a divisive topic 
in his first year with the team. 

So let’s just lay out some facts before we go any further. 

Was Jesperi Kotkaniemi worth $6.1 million last season?  

No. 

Was $6.1 million the cost to acquire him from Montreal 
without losing any assests through a trade?  

Yes. 

Did the $6.1 million cap hit prevent the Hurricanes from 
making a more major trade deadline move?  

More than likely. 

Is Jesperi Kotkaniemi a promising player who is just 22 years 
old?  

Yes. 

Then there is the fact that the team made a significant 
commitment to him in terms of an eight-year deal. This deal 
could turn out to be great for the team if everything goes 
according to plan, but it’s still a risk.  

Kotkaniemi is a risk, but one that still seems promising. 

The context surrounding Jesperi Kotkaniemi is complicated 
and you can pull the strings any way to fit whatever narrative 
you want. The truth of the matter is that the Canes took on a 
very promising player, but one who seems to have been a bit 
of a project who tied their hands this last year. 

All of those things can be and are true. 

So with that out of the way, let’s take a look back on just the 
on-ice performance from last season.  

For the first 13 games or so of the season, Kotkaniemi 
bounced around the top three lines as a winger. The Canes 
were already set down the middle, so they wanted to try and 
use the Finnish forward as a top-six or even top-nine asset. 

However, he never seemed comfortable on the wing, playing 
on the perimeter of plays and just generally not being 
effective. In those 13 games, Kotkaniemi managed just two 
goals and three points while playing the majority of his 
minutes with the Canes’ top guys. 

But after he was slid back to center in mid-November, albeit 
on the fourth line, Kotkaniemi started to have a much more 
solid impact on the team. 

Was it issues adapting to a new system, issues with a new 
role, or is it just as simple as he needs to play center? We 
don’t have those answers but the clear indication was that he 
needed to be playing down the middle to be impactful last 
season. 

But again, maybe he can slide back up in the lineup on the 
wing this coming season and be more effective now that he 
is more comfortable with the team. 

Outside of just position though, there is also another case for 
Kotkaniemi performing better when he is entrusted with more 
minutes. 

Kotkaniemi played over 14 minutes 12 times last season at 
the center position and registered seven goals and 14 points 
in those games. 

So there is strong circumstantial evidence that given more 
responsibility and better linemates, Kotkaniemi can produce 
more.  

But again, this is a prediction. Kotkaniemi hasn’t proven that 
he can break out to be that type of player yet, but the Canes 
are hoping he will. 

Now on the other side of the coin, Kotkaniemi’ did have his 
struggles last season. One of those areas was the power 
play.  

Kotkaniemi was given plenty of power play time and 
opportunity, but like most of the Hurricanes, he didn’t do 
much with it. 

He is 6-foot-2 and 200+ lbs and needs to be able to use his 
size to drive offense and win puck battles. He worked well as 
a netfront option and should work more on developing that 
skillset this offseason. 

Kotkaniemi was also a lot better in the faceoff circle this year 
than his previous years in Montreal, but he was still the worst 
among the Canes’ primary centers. If he slides up the lineup, 
he needs to be able to win more draws. 

Then there was the case of his poor playoff performance. He 
wasn’t alone in being a let down for Carolina last 
postseason, being that most all of the big gun’s offense dried 
up, but the Hurricanes were definitely hoping for more from 
him given his past playoff runs.  

Kotkaniemi understandably has a spotlight following him 
because of the nature of his acquisition and now because of 
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his long-term deal and as such he is going to need to 
standout to seem worthy in a lot of eyes.  

But at just 22 years old, Kotkaniemi has shown a lot of the 
promise that made him such a high draft pick and tantalizing 
offer sheet option. 

He was never going to be able to live up to expectations last 
season stuck on the fourth line, but if the Canes are serious 
about getting the most out of him, he needs to be put in the 
best position to succeed.

 

Canes acquire Burns, Pederson from Sharks 

The Carolina Hurricanes have reportedly made a trade, 
acquiring Brent Burns from the San Jose Sharks.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes have reportedly acquired 
defenseman Brent Burns and forward Lane Pederson from 
the San Jose Sharks in exchange for Steven Lorentz, Eetu 
Makiniemi and a 2023 third-round pick.  

Additionally, the Sharks will retain 33 percent of Burns’ $8 
million AAV contract, dropping his cap hit from $8 million to 
$5.33 million.  

Burns is a veteran right-shot defenseman with over 1,200 
NHL games under his belt, and he has three years at $8 
million AAV left on his contract (though his actual money 
owed is only $16.5 million).  

In 2021-22, Burns contributed 54 points for the Sharks while 
playing in all 82 games for the team. Even at the age of 36, 
Burns was pretty productive. He’s never had any real injury 
troubles, and he’s put up 40 or more points in 10 different 
seasons during his illustrious NHL career. He won the Norris 
trophy back in 2017.  

Burns is the Hurricanes’ likely replacement for Tony 
DeAngelo, who partnered on Carolina’s top pairing with 
Jaccob Slavin a season ago. Burns brings some needed and 
significant offensive firepower to the Canes’ blue line after 
the departure of DeAngelo.  

Lane Pederson is a 24-year-old forward with just 44 career 
NHL games. He scored two points in 29 games for the 
Sharks in 2021-22.  

Leaving the Canes’ organization will be Lorentz and 
Makiniemi. Lorentz had 21 points in 112 games over the past 
two seasons, playing mostly on the fourth line. There’s quite 
a few replacement options for Lorentz, including Pederson 
and highly-touted prospect Jack Drury.  

Makiniemi had a really strong, injury derailed season for the 
Chicago Wolves this past season. He had a .922 save 
percentage and 2.06 GAA in 14 games, though the 
emergence of Pyotr Kochetkov as a legitimate NHL talent did 
push Makiniemi down the Canes’ organizational pecking 
order.  

The Hurricanes will also send a conditional third-round pick 
in 2023 to the Sharks.  

The Carolina Hurricanes have made the trade official, with 
the details lining up with the reports.  

Here is the Hurricanes’ full press release: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 

Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
defenseman Brent Burns and forward Lane Pederson from 
the San Jose Sharks in exchange for forward Steven 
Lorentz, goaltender Eetu Makiniemi and a conditional third-
round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. As a part of the deal, the 
Sharks will retain 33% of the remaining salary and cap hit on 
Burns’ contract. 

“Brent has been an elite offensive defenseman in the NHL 
for a long time,” said Waddell. “He has produced at a 
consistent level throughout his career, and we believe adding 
him brings us closer to our goal of winning the Stanley Cup. 
Lane is a young center who helps solidify our depth down the 
middle.” 

Burns, 37, has registered 777 points (227g, 550a) in 1,251 
career NHL games with San Jose and Minnesota. He won 
the James Norris Memorial Trophy as the league’s best 
defenseman in 2017 and was a finalist for the award in 2016 
and 2019. Burns is a six-time All-Star and won the NHL 
Foundation Player Award in 2015. He has appeared in 679 
consecutive games, which is the second-longest active 
ironman streak in the NHL and tied for the 10th-longest in 
league history. Burns leads all active NHL defensemen in 
career goals, assists, points and game-winning goals (40). 
His 15 career overtime goals are the most by a defenseman 
in NHL history and rank tied for ninth among all skaters. 
Burns ranks tied for 13th in goals, tied for 19th in points, 21st 
in assists and tied for 24th in power-play goals (80) among 
all defensemen in NHL history. 

The 6’5”, 230-pound blueliner posted 54 points (10g, 44a) in 
82 games with San Jose in 2021-22 while averaging a 
career-high 26:09 of ice time per game, which led the Sharks 
and ranked third among all NHL skaters. Burns also led San 
Jose in assists and power-play assists (14) while reaching 
the 10-goal mark for the 11th time in his NHL career. He has 
twice led all NHL defensemen in points, tallying 83 points 
(16g, 67a) in 2018-19 and 76 points (29g, 47a) in 2016-17. 
Burns has skated in 94 career NHL playoff games, posting 
62 points (20g, 42a). The Barrie, Ont., native has 
represented Canada at the World Cup (2016), IIHF World 
Championships (2008, 2010, 2011, 2015) and IIHF World 
Junior Championships (2004), winning gold twice (2015, 
2016) and silver twice (2004, 2008). Burns was drafted by 
Minnesota in the first round, 20th overall, of the 2003 NHL 
Draft. He was traded by the Wild to the Sharks on June 24, 
2011. 

Pederson, 24, has recorded five points (1g, 4a) in 44 career 
NHL games with Arizona and San Jose. The 6’0”, 192-pound 
center has also registered 142 points (67g, 75a) in 205 
career AHL games with San Jose and Tucson since 
beginning his professional career in 2017. Signed by the 
Coyotes as an undrafted free agent on Oct. 13, 2016, 
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Pederson tallied 140 points (53g, 87a) in 199 career WHL 
games with Swift Current, Red Deer and Seattle from 2014-
17. The Saskatoon, Sask., native was traded to San Jose by 
Arizona in exchange for a fourth-round pick in the 2024 NHL 
Draft on July 28, 2021. 

Lorentz, 26, posted 21 points (10g, 11a) in 112 NHL games 
with Carolina from 2020-22 and added three assists in 16 

playoff games. He was drafted by the Hurricanes in the 
seventh round, 186th overall, of the 2015 NHL Draft. 
Makiniemi, 23, posted an 11-2-1 record, 2.06 goals-against 
average and .922 save percentage in 14 AHL games with 
the Chicago Wolves in 2021-22. He was drafted by the 
Hurricanes in the fourth round, 104th overall, of the 2017 
NHL Draft.

 

Canes ink Kase to 1-year deal 

The Czech winger is joining the Canes on a one-year, $1.5 
million deal.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes are signing Czech winger Ondrej 
Kase to a one-year, $1.5 million contract according to reports 
from Pierre LeBrun.  

Kase is the Hurricanes’ first free agent signing after Carolina 
made a couple of major trades Wednesday, as the Czech 
forward will join the team coming off of one of the more 
productive seasons of his NHL career.  

Playing for the Toronto Maple Leafs in 2021-22, Kase 
contributed 27 points in 50 games after playing just three 
games in 2020-21 due to injury.  

While Kase wasn’t necessarily a top-end player in his return 
from injury this past season, he’s still a solid producer and 
comes in at a pretty low-risk $1.5 million for one year.  

With Steven Lorentz gone in the Brent Burns trade and the 
likelihood of re-signing Nino Niederreiter going way down 
with the reported Max Pacioretty trade, there’s certainly a 
place for Kase as a bottom-six winger for the Hurricanes. If 

he returns to some of his early career form, Kase could even 
be a top-six guy in an injury pinch. 

The Hurricanes made the Kase signing official. Here is the 
full press release: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
forward Ondrej Kase to a one-year, $1.5 million contract. 

“Ondrej is an exciting young player and we’re happy to add 
another goal-scoring winger to our forward group,” said 
Waddell. “He can play in all situations and we expect him to 
contribute offensively.” 

Kase, 26, posted 27 points (14g, 13a) in 50 NHL games with 
Toronto in 2021-22. The 6’0”, 187-pound forward has 
registered 124 points (57g, 67a) in 257 career NHL games 
with Toronto, Boston and Anaheim. He has added nine 
points (2g, 7a) in 31 career NHL playoff games. The Kadan, 
Czechia, native represented his home country at the 2015 
IIHF World Junior Championship, recording two points (1g, 
1a) in five games. Kase was drafted by Anaheim in the 
seventh round, 205th overall, of the 2014 NHL Draft.
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Carolina acquires Pacioretty, Coghlan in trade with Vegas 

The Carolina Hurricanes acquired Max Pacioretty and Dylan 
Coghlan from the Vegas Golden Knights for future 
considerations. 

By Ryan Henkel 

In a wild play out of left field, the Carolina Hurricanes swung 
for the fences again after acquiring Brent Burns earlier in the 
day and landed Max Pacioretty and Dylan Coghlan from the 
cap-strapped Vegas Golden Knights for essentially nothing. 

Pacioretty is coming off a down year due to injuries, but the 
American-born winger still managed to put up 19 goals and 
37 points in just 39 games last season and has 75 goals over 
his last three seasons. 

Pacioretty is also a solid playmaker and tremendous power 
play asset that will only bolster the Canes’ top-six and being 
a former captain as well, Pacioretty brings leadership and 
veteran experience to the room. 

But most importantly, it seems that the Canes have found 
their sniper.  

And the risk is fairly minimal with Pacioretty as he only has 
one year remaining on his $7 million deal. 

In Coghlan, the Hurricanes are getting a 6-foot-2, 200+ lb 
right-shot defenseman at just 24-years old. Coghlan has a 
shoot-first mentality and put up three goals and 13 points in 
59 games with Vegas last season. 

Not a bad bit of business. 

However, what this move likely means though is that team 
will be moving on from Swiss winger, Nino Niederreiter, due 
to the limited cap space at this point.  

The Hurricanes have made the trade official, with the 
reported details correct. Here is the Canes’ full press 
release: 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
forward Max Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan from 
the Vegas Golden Knights in exchange for future 
considerations.  

“Adding offensive firepower and improving our power play 
were priorities this offseason, and Max certainly checks 
those boxes,” said Waddell. “This acquisition gives us an 
elite scorer and another veteran voice in our dressing room. 

“Dylan is a young, right-shot defenseman who fits our system 
well. We like his ability to take away time and space and play 
fast defensively.” 

Pacioretty, 33, scored 19 goals and added 18 assists (37 
points) in 39 regular-season games with the Vegas Golden 
Knights during the 2021-22 season. The New Canaan, 
Conn., native ranked third among Golden Knights forwards in 
plus/minus (+8) and tied for fourth on the team in power-play 
points (12) despite missing 43 games due to injury. 
Montreal’s first round selection, 22nd overall, in the 2007 NHL 
Draft, Pacioretty has totaled 642 points (323g, 319a) and 446 
penalty minutes in 850 career NHL games with Montreal and 
Vegas, hitting the 30-goal mark in six seasons. 

Coghlan, 24, scored three goals and added 10 assists (13 
points) in 59 games with the Golden Knights during the 
2021-22 season, establishing career highs in games played, 
assists and points. The 6’2”, 229-pound defenseman has 
appeared in 88 career NHL games, totaling six goals, 13 
assists (19 points) and 20 penalty minutes. Coghlan has also 
played 126 games in the American Hockey League (AHL), 
earning 64 points (26g, 38a).
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He Said It: Don Waddell on Burns trade, free agency 

Carolina Hurricanes GM Don Waddell spoke with members 
of the media Wednesday afternoon. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes GM Don Waddell met with members of 
the media at PNC Arena Wednesday afternoon around 4 
p.m. to discuss the Brent Burns trade and free agency as a 
whole.  

Then, about two hours later, the Carolina Hurricanes 
reportedly made another massive trade with Vegas to bring 
Max Pacioretty to the Canes and also inked forward Ondrej 
Kase to a one-year deal.  

While a lot of what Waddell had to say Wednesday is now a 
bit outdated with the Pacioretty and Kase additions, he still 
said some valuable things regarding Burns, the Canes’ RFAs 
and more.  

So, here is everything Waddell had to say Wednesday 
afternoon prior to the Pacioretty and Kase additions: 

Don Waddell 

Opening Statement: I don’t know if I really need to make a 
statement other than we made a trade today. It’s been a 
busy few days, and it’s going to continue on for the next little 
while. We had a need to address, and we felt like the 
absolute best option out there we went after and pursued 
and closed the deal today.  

On if he has an update on Nino Niederreiter: No. I’ve 
touched base with Nino himself and the agent. But there’s 
nothing to report.  

On if he expects the Canes to make more moves: We are 
working on multiple deals and players. We still feel like we 
would like to address the forward spot in particular. We’re 
seeing what is out there in the free agent market but also 
exploring trades with multiple teams.  

On if the focus is on wing and if he’d be ok with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi being the team’s 2C: Yeah, absolutely. It’d be 
more winger that we feel like the need would be.  

On Burns’ durability: I think he’s played every game for six or 
seven years in a row or something like that. Let’s face it, 
when you make a trade or sign a free agent you do as much 
homework as you can. We did that on this player. He’s a 
fitness guru. I just spoke to him, and he’s already talking 
about when he can get here to start working out with our 
guys and Billy [Burniston]. You always look at age, but 
everybody ages differently. This is a big man that has played 
a lot of minutes and been very durable through his career. 
We think he’s got at least three more good years in him as 
he reaches the age of 40.  

On the potential of partnering Burns with Jaccob Slavin: Rod 
will make that decision, but we have certainly talked about it. 
I think Pesce and Skjei play very well together, so I think the 
spot is with Slavin. We think that can be a pretty dynamic 
pair for us.  

On Burns’ energy and leadership: He brings that. That’s not 
the driving factor of why you make this decision. But Rod and 

I called him just a while ago, and the excitement that he has 
just over the phone gets you really excited. He does bring a 
lot of energy. He’s a very upbeat guy. You talk to all of the 
players who have played with him and he’s well respected. 
He’s been a leader on his team for many, many years and is 
a guy that many people look up to. His personality, he’s a 
good guy who loves to play hockey and enjoys it. We’re 
going to find him to be a real good fit here for us.  

On Burns waving his no-trade clause: That’s interesting 
because he was allowed to be traded to three teams, and we 
were not on that list. So, when San Jose and I started 
talking, I said the first thing we’ve got to do to save time was 
find out whether Brent would want to come here. I think their 
GM, Mike Grier, called me back within minutes and said ‘yes, 
Carolina is a destination that he would accept a trade to.’ 

On when the discussions started: It came up this weekend at 
the draft. I was talking to Mike and saying welcome to the 
NHL as a general manager, and I asked him what was on his 
agenda. We started there. We had a lot of conversations 
over the weekend. We were busy with the draft. It continued 
on Sunday and Monday and late last night, way past my bed 
time. It continued on this morning to finally get wrapped up.  

On if he ever felt they were close to a deal with Vincent 
Trocheck: No, I think we got close last summer and then 
went our different ways. I’m happy for Vincent. He deserves 
this contract. Obviously going to a competitor is something 
where we’ll have to deal with him. But he’s been a good 
player for us for the last three years. I’m happy that he got a 
contract that he was happy with.  

On if it was term or money separating them and Trocheck: 
You always look at term. That’s a big thing. I think the term 
wasn’t a big issue for us, but we were probably on the lower 
end in the dollar amount by a little bit. You see it all the time 
in this business where players get to a point where they just 
feel like it’s time to move. Vincent was at that point. I can’t 
say anything negative about the guy. I really like the guy. He 
played good for us. He played hard every night. He showed 
up and played every game that he could. We wish him the 
best of luck.  

On if they are closer to deals with RFAs Ethan Bear and 
Martin Necas: With neither. Bear has filed for arbitration, so 
that will get settled one way or another. Nothing new on 
Necas.  

On if their best opportunities right now look like trades as 
opposed to free agents: Well, there’s a mix. Usually in free 
agency you get locked up in term longer than you want to get 
locked up. Players have that right to go to free agency. As 
we look at our roster and what we have coming in the next 
few years, we prefer it to be on a shorter basis than sign 
someone for five, six, seven years. Saying that, if it’s the 
right player we would do it, of course. But right now it makes 
sense for us to continue to explore some of the trades that 
we are talking about.  

On if he expects more teams to spend to the cap: By the 
team it was done, I think last year we had 21 or 22 teams 
that were at the cap. It might be closer to 25 or 26 by the end 
of this free agency. Certainly there’s going to be some teams 
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at some point who are getting into a log jam. There’s some 
guys on IR who help teams out, but the cap only going up $1 
million this year creates that. It’s going to force more teams 
to be closer to the cap.  

On if he feels like the team is going to be in a better position 
than last year when it’s all said and done: I think today we 
made our team better, for sure. By the time we get through, 
there’s no doubt in my mind. There’s a couple of things that 
make us better. Some players that we’re adding, but also the 
experience that our young players have received the last 
couple years in the playoff runs. The best way to get 
experience in the playoffs is to play as many games as you 
can, so I think we’ve taken those steps. When you add guys 
like Brent Burns it’s a huge addition to your team. I think 
since it’s been announced that eight or nine of our current 
players have texted me saying ‘wow, I can’t believe we got 
this guy.’ That’s always a positive sign.  

On which AHL guys may have a chance to play for the NHL 
team this year: [Stefan Noesen]’s got a real good chance. 
We committed $1.3 million to him over two years. We didn’t 
do that for him to play in Chicago. I think he had 48 goals or 
so in the regular season and another nine in the playoffs. We 
think that’s a spot on our team that we have a great spot for. 
I think he can contribute offensively along with being 
responsible defensively. That was the reason we stepped up 
and signed him. You’ve got to give a lot of credit to Jack 
Drury, who had a tremendous year down there. I think he 
was their second or third leading scorer in the playoffs. He 
just does it right and plays the way Rod wants him to play. I 
think for sure he’s got a real good chance at being on our 
hockey club next year. And then Jalen Chatfield had a 
tremendous year down there. He’s got some skills that play 

the style we like to play. He can really skate. He’s got 
experience. He’s played games. So, we’d be very 
comfortable if he ends up being on our hockey club, too.  

On if they are looking to add another left-shot defenseman: 
We’re going to continue to look around. On that third pairing 
we think we’re ok, but if we can upgrade it. At some point the 
cap is going to get in the way. The cap is 82.5. We can’t 
spend 90. We can only spend 82.5. You try to prioritize what 
your biggest needs are before you do some of the feeling 
because you want to make sure you have enough cap 
space, and I think in the next couple of days we’ll have a 
better feel of where we are going with our forwards. We’ll see 
how much money is left over for that third spot on the left-
shot defense.  

On prospect Scott Morrow: His progression is very, very 
good. I’d be shocked if he doesn’t come out after next year. 
We had a conversation with him at the end of the season, 
and he and his family thought it’d be best if he stayed in 
school. We support that. He’s going to get to a point where 
there’s not much more he can do in college, and he’s going 
to be ready to take that pro step into hockey.  

On Morrow, continued: He’s offensive minded. He moves the 
puck. He runs the power play. He skates. I see him as more 
of an offensive guy at the NHL level than a defensive guy. 
We all know it takes goals to win hockey games, and we’re 
going to need some guys to get goals on the back end. 
That’s one of the reasons we got Burns. I think Morrow will 
be that coming when he’s ready to play here at this level. 
You’re going to see that. 
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Grading Canes’ first day of free agency  

Recapping the Canes’ moves on the first day of free agency, 
which is always the busiest day of the year in the NHL. 

By AlexOhari 

The landscape in the Caniac universe shifted a lot on 
Wednesday, as the team went through some turmoil on the 
way to get to what should largely be considered a successful 
day for the franchise. They started off by acquiring Sharks 
defenseman Brent Burns in a deal that initially divided fans, 
before watching Ian Cole, Brendan Smith and Vincent 
Trocheck sign with opposing teams within minutes of the free 
agency window opening. 

What’s sure to become a classic moment in Hurricanes 
fandom came a bit after all of that, though, when Mason 
Marchment became the quickest fan-favourite-turned-hated 
in team history. After multiple analysts reported that Carolina 
was signing him to a four-year deal and the parade started 
— he left as quickly as he arrived. The deal was never 
signed and he was hijacked by the Dallas Stars, leaving a 
Canes-career in the rearview that could rival that of Patrick 
Marleau. 

However, the Canes (and the fanbase that was largely in 
shambles) were able to rebound from the Marchment 
disaster when the team made a couple of shrewd moves 
after the disappointment. They brought in an elite goal-
scoring winger in Max Pacioretty, and also took a low-risk 
flier on a high-upside talent in Ondrej Kase. So let’s analyze 
the moves the Canes made on day one, and decide how 
much the group has improved. 

Move #1: Acquired D Brent Burns and F Lane Pederson in 
exchange for F Steven Lorentz, G Eetu Mäkinemi and a 
2023 third-round draft pick 

Brent Burns: Adding Burns as the top offensive defender to 
replace Tony DeAngelo looks to be a solid move on paper. 
When the team was first linked to Burns in trade rumors, I 
was initially skeptical. After all, he’s 37-years old and has 
never been known to be a great skater, so I had some 
concerns with his pace being a fit in the Canes’ up-tempo 
system. 

After some careful consideration, the acquisition of Burns 
has grown on me. I mean, he scored 54 points on a very 
weak and offensively inept Sharks team last season. In the 
Canes’ D core, he should be tasked with playing fewer 
minutes than he was in San Jose, and that’ll keep him fresh. 
On the ice, he’s a shot-heavy talent who moves the puck 
very well and can handle tougher defensive assignments 
than DeAngelo was able too.  

He’ll run the top power play, and won’t hesitate to get the 
puck on net. Beyond that, he’s a guy who’s running out of 
opportunity in the NHL — at age 37, he’s on borrowed time. 
He’s sure to be extra motivated, and brings a wealth of 
experience into the locker room. Overall, I think he has the 
potential to be an improvement on TDA as a whole, even if 
he’s not the superstar-level talent that he once was. 

Lane Pedersen: Honestly, I don’t know a whole lot about this 
guy. He played 29 games for the Sharks last year, but was 
unable to find the scoresheet for more than just two assists. I 

feel like he’s strictly an AHL body, but the fact that he has 
prior NHL experience makes him a reliable call-up option in 
case of injury and he’ll provide a stable presence to the 
Chicago Wolves. 

The Loss: Of course, losing Lorentz is tough considering how 
great of a kid he is and his energetic play style will surely be 
missed, but I don’t think he’s irreplaceable. Mäkiniemi is a 
really good prospect and has a bright future, but he was 
stuck behind Pyotr Kochetkov and this trade should give him 
a quicker route to becoming an NHL regular. The 2023 third-
round pick is rather insignificant. The Canes added a ‘23 
third rounder in the DeAngelo deal, and are already in a 
position where dealing picks for current help makes sense 
considering their wealth of prospects in the system. 

Conclusion: Overall, it’s hard not to like this trade for the 
Canes. They didn’t give up anything of real significance from 
their main roster, and added a legitimate top-4 offensive 
defender in the process. Even with Burns counting for over 
$5M on the books, he’s a guy that should help move the 
group forward. The 3 years remaining on his contract is the 
loan risk in this deal, but he played the most minutes in the 
NHL last season and is showing no signs of slowing down 
yet. 

Grade: A 

Move #2: Acquired F Max Pacioretty and D Dylan Coghlan in 
exchange for future considerations 

Max Pacioretty: I mean, what do I even need to say here? 
The Canes just added one of the best snipers in hockey for 
free. FREE. Pacioretty, even while dealing with some injury 
issues last season, managed to score 19 goals in 39 games 
and added 18 assists for 37 points. Nearly a point-per-game 
player and has scored at near a 40-goal pace for each of the 
last three seasons in Vegas. He’s exactly what the doctor 
ordered. 

He has one year left on his deal and the Canes absorbed his 
entire $7M cap hit, but that’s the price you have to pay for a 
guy who offers what he does. In the Canes’ top six and on 
the PP1, if he stays healthy I genuinely think he has the 
chance to be the first Hurricane to score 40 goals since Eric 
Staal did it in 2009. He drives play, creates a ton of scoring 
chances and finishes as well as almost anyone in the league. 
Just an absolutely excellent addition to this roster. 

Dylan Coghlan: I’m not too familiar with Coghlan, but he’s a 
24-year old right-shot defender who played 59 games for 
Vegas last season. At 6-foot-2, 210 pounds, he has good 
size and from what I’ve heard has good skating ability. He’s 
probably a third-pairing D or even a seventh D at best, but he 
adds nice depth to the group and I refuse to believe he’s any 
worse than Brendan Smith or Ian Cole. He’s signed for the 
upcoming season at a league-minimum $762K cap hit, so 
this is a worthy flier to gamble on. 

Conclusion: Losing the super star future considerations is 
tough, but that guy has been passed around more than a 
blunt at a high school party. — In all seriousness, this is a 
major win for the Canes. An elite goal-scoring winger and a 
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capable depth defender, free of charge. It literally doesn’t get 
any better than this. 

Grade: A+ 

Move #3: Signed forward Ondrej Kase to a one-year, $1.5M 
deal 

Kase is a guy that I’ve really liked for a while. If you’re old 
enough to remember the Justin Faulk days, Kase was a guy 
that was widely rumored the be the potential centerpiece in a 
Faulk trade for Carolina. Obviously that never materialized, 
but I became familiar with the player during the process. He’s 
a speedy winger who has good hockey sense, slick hands 
and is creative with the puck. He’s also developed into a 
solid defensive winger, with good penalty killing metrics and 
a willing battler. 

The lone issue with him is an extensive injury history, with 
prior concussions being a concern. He’s kind of been 
categorized in the same way that Jeff Skinner used to be — 
with observers saying that one more concussion could end 
his career. I’m not a medical expert so I can’t comment on 

that, and of course his health is the top priority. But if he can 
stay healthy and is committed to play, he can be a welcomed 
addition to the bottom six. He scored at a 23-goal pace in 
Toronto last season, is a right-shot, and has the versatility to 
play on both wings. It’s a high-upside flier that’s worth rolling 
the dice on. 

Grade: B+ 

Summary 

Even with the departures of Vincent Trocheck, Tony 
DeAngelo and potentially Nino Niederreiter having a large 
impact on the group, I think it’s fair to say the team has 
upgraded as a whole. Jesperi Kotkaniemi will go into trial-by-
fire as the 2C, but he’s being equipped with legitimate top-six 
wingers that should give him a great chance at success if 
he’s up to the level. Jack Drury will also likely elevate to the 
NHL level, and he’s another young piece with a bright future 
and a lot of skills to offer in a bottom-six role. As a whole, the 
team looks to have taken another step forward on paper, and 
there’s still some potential moves to be made.
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Carolina Hurricanes trade for defenseman Brent Burns, forward Max 
Pacioretty 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JULY 13, 2022 8:35 PM 

 

The Canes first acquired defenseman Brent Burns, a former Norris 
Trophy winner, from the San Jose Sharks. Later Wednesday, they traded 
for forward Max Pacioretty from the Vegas Golden Knights, bringing in 
another proven veteran in his 30s. 

The Canes, who also received forward Lane Pederson in the San Jose 
deal, sent forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi and a 
conditional 2023 third-round draft pick to the Sharks. 

The trade with Vegas for Pacioretty brought the Canes the top-six 
forward they said they needed and depth defenseman Dylan Coghlan in 
exchange for future considerations, clearing cap space for the Knights. 

Pacioretty, 33, had scored 20 or more goals eight times in his career and 
30 or more six times. He posted 19 goals and 37 points in 39 games last 
season, his year curtailed by foot and wrist injuries. 

Pacioretty has a $7 million cap hit next season and becomes a UFA after 
the 2022-23 season. 

“We had a need to address and we felt absolutely the best option out 
there we went after and pursued,” Canes president and general manager 
Don Waddell said in a Wednesday press conference. “We believe adding 
him brings us closer to our goal of winning the Stanley Cup.” 

While looking to add Burns, the Canes had center Vincent Trocheck 
leave in free agency, reportedly accepting a seven-year deal with the 
New York Rangers that pays $5.625 million a season. 

“Term wasn’t a big issue for us,” Waddell said. “But we probably were on 
the lower end in the dollar amount.” 

Forward Nino Niederreiter, another of the Canes’ unrestricted free 
agents, remained unsigned. Waddell said the Canes had contacted 
Niederreiter and his agent on Wednesday but there was “nothing to 
report.” 

The Canes later signed winger Ondrej Kase to a one-year, $1.5 million 
contract. Kase, 26, had 14 goals and 27 points in 50 games with Toronto 
last season. 

Burns should move into the Canes’ top defensive pairing with Jaccob 
Slavin and quarterback the top power-play unit, taking over the role filled 
the past two seasons by Dougie Hamilton and then Tony DeAngelo. 

Hamilton left after the 2021 season to sign a free-agent pact with New 
Jersey, and the Canes dealt DeAngelo to the Philadelphia Flyers last 
week after being unable to agree on a new contract. 

News of a potential Burns trade surfaced before the start of free agency 
at noon on Wednesday. 

A few of the Canes’ other unrestricted free agents quickly signed with 
other teams – defenseman Ian Cole going to Tampa Bay on one-year, $3 
million deal and Brendan Smith to the New Jersey Devils on a two-year, 
$2.2 million deal. 

Forward Max Domi, obtained at the trade deadline last season by the 
Canes. reportedly signed a one-year, $3 million deal with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Trocheck, in moving to the Rangers, joins a team that knocked the 
Hurricanes out of the Stanley Cup playoffs this past season. His reported 
seven-year contract likely was longer term that the Canes were willing to 
offer. 

Burns has been durable and productive, playing every game the past 
eight seasons. The right-shot D-man has played 82 games in six 
seasons – the 2021 season was condensed to 56 games and the 2020 
season to 70 for the Sharks because of the pandemic. 

“He’s a fitness guru,” Waddell said. “You always look at age but 
everybody ages differently. He has played a lot of minutes and been very 
durable through his career. We think he’s got at least three more good 
years in him.” 

Burns, who had a career-high 83 points in 2018-19, finished with 10 
goals and 44 assists (54 points) last season for the Sharks. 

Burns won the 2017 Norris Trophy as the league’s best defenseman after 
being the first D-man in 20 years to post back-to-back 75-point seasons. 
He was the runnerup to Mark Giordano in 2018-19. 

At 6-5 and 237 pounds, with his full beard, Burns can present an 
imposing presence. If there’s a question, it’s if Burns at 37 will be a good 
fit for the Canes’ fast-paced attack. 

A native of Barrie, Ontario, Burns was a first-round draft pick by 
Minnesota in 2003 – drafted as a winger but quickly shifted to D-man – 
and spent part of seven seasons with the Wild. He was traded to the 
Sharks during the 2011 NHL Draft. 

Burns signed an eight-year, $64 million contract with the Sharks in 
November 2016, and had a modified no-trade clause that he waived 
Wednesday to allow the trade. 

Pederson, 24, has played 44 NHL games with Arizona and San Jose. 
The 6-foot, 192-pound center has been in 205 career AHL games and 
will add depth at center for the Hurricanes. 
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Hurricanes zig while NHL zags, winning free agency with Burns, 
Pacioretty trades: Civian 

 

Sara Civian 

9-11 minutes 14/07/2022 

 

If you’ve been paying attention to the Hurricanes’ offseason dealings in 
the Don Waddell era, I hope you’ve learned a lesson in patience. 

Carolina has developed a bit of a free agency M.O. over the past few 
years as the franchise has entered a period of sustained relevancy: 1) 
Make a confusing/unpopular move; 2) Wait, and don’t read the 
comments; 3) Profit. 

If we listed every example, we’d be here all night, but a prime one was 
last season’s trade that sent “goalie of the future” Alex Nedeljkovic to the 
Red Wings and left the Canes goalie-less, at least for a minute. Waddell 
explained to me at the time that they were seeking a veteran starting 
goaltender with more playoff experience and that they weren’t going to 
budge on Nedeljkovic’s price if he was going to play backup. A few days 
later, they signed Freddie Andersen and Antti Raanta each to two-year 
deals, which still wasn’t popular — until the tandem helped bring record 
regular-season success to the franchise. 

Even though Andersen tore his MCL just before the playoffs, Raanta 
stepped up and it was lack of goal-scoring, not poor goaltending, that 
handed the Hurricanes a second-round, seven-game exit. 

As the youths say, many “took the L” on that one, in retrospect. 

The Canes made another controversial signing last season in Tony 
DeAngelo’s $1 million, one-year contract. His on-ice production was 
never the cause of concern, but he did proceed to post league-best cost-
to-production value, with 51 points and a plus-30 rating in 64 games. 

After that, you might have thought both sides would budge a bit, to keep 
DeAngelo in town longer-term. But we’re learning this isn’t how it works 
in the era of Waddell and owner Tom Dundon. The Canes have a staff of 
very smart people, like assistant general manager Eric Tulsky, who figure 
out the number the Canes want to offer these players, and once that 
number is set, they rarely stray far from it. 

The Canes tried to re-sign DeAngelo, but they drew a hard line, and it 
was well under what he was looking for. So they flipped him to the Flyers 
in exchange for three draft picks, and the Flyers gave him the $5 million 
AAV he was looking for. Waddell effectively turned a depreciating asset 
many had been unwilling to touch into a production machine for one 
season and three draft picks, at the cost of $1 million. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded Tony DeAngelo and a seventh-
round draft pick to the Philadelphia Flyers. 

But eventually something has to give, right? By refusing to pay 
DeAngelo, the Canes added another task to their CVS receipt-sized to-
do list: find a reasonably-priced top-four defenseman. That was on top of 
re-signing or replacing Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and various 
depth pieces, and in the meantime finding the “elite goal scorer” they 
were missing in 2021-22. 

There weren’t a ton of inspiring defensive options on the free-agency 
market, and most of them were priced well over DeAngelo’s $5 million 
AAV, so maybe you were wondering why the team didn’t just re-sign him 
and check it off the list. But Waddell hinted at going the trade route the 
whole time. 

“(The DeAngelo trade) puts us in a better position,” he said. “A lot of 
teams are trying to move guys because of money. It might work out 
pretty well for us.” 

Waddell sounded starkly confident for a guy with roughly $20 million 
dollars and several potentially expensive holes to fill. While I’ve learned 

to keep an open mind with this team, I was wondering if this would be the 
year the Hurricanes’ creative strategy that revolves around trades over 
free agents and using others for leverage would blow up in their face. 

As of press time Wednesday evening, it doesn’t look like that will be the 
case. 

The Canes sent RFA Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Maknamiemi 
and a conditional third-round pick to San Jose for AHLer Lane Pederson 
and DeAngelo’s replacement. Enter 2017 Norris Trophy winner, six-time 
All-Star and leader among active defensemen in points Brent Burns. The 
Hurricanes took the three remaining years on the 37-year-old’s contract 
at a 33 percent discount, meaning they’ll dish out a $5.36 million cap hit 
for the 37-year-old defenseman. 

“Since it’s been announced, eight or nine of our current players have 
already texted me saying, ‘Wow.’ They can’t believe we got this guy,” 
Waddell told reporters Wednesday. “That’s always a positive sign.” 

Burns isn’t exactly a spring chicken at 37 years old, and his production 
has taken a bit of a dip in the past few years. But even at that rate, he’s 
still consistently among the highest-scoring defensemen in the league. 
Last season, he put up 54 points in a full 82-game season on a below-
average team. He hasn’t had any serious injuries recently, is currently 
riding an ironman streak of 679 games and has put up 40 or more points 
in 10 different seasons. 

Over the past two seasons, Burns has posted the highest average ice 
times of his career (26:08 and 26:09), which speaks well for his longevity. 
He’s got a hunger to win at the end of his career, and Hurricanes on the 
’06 team already told us how important that presence is on a Cup team. 

This Hurricanes system has a way of bringing out offensive flair and 
rush-jumping even in low-scoring defensemen, and it just might be the 
place for Burns to re-hone that trademark shot. At the very least, the eye 
test indicates that Burns is excellent at creating rebounds from the point, 
and that’ll fit right in on the Canes’ forecheck. 

The deal has grown on me by the hour, and aging worries aside, I don’t 
think the Canes’ top pairing got any worse. But that was just one, 
arguably self-induced task on the Canes’ agenda for the day. As Vincent 
Trocheck signed a seven-year deal with the Rangers and all was 
completely silent on the Nino Niederreiter front, you wondered what the 
Canes would do next up front. 

They tried to get a deal done with Florida free agent Mason Marchment 
and got pretty close until Marchment, grieving his late father Bryan, had a 
down-to-the-wire change of heart and opted to surround himself with 
more familiar faces in the Stars organization. Credit to all involved in the 
handling of that sensitive decision. 

With the Marchment deal falling through, the Canes could have circled 
back to Niederreiter — or maybe, sigh, been done for the day. But 
remember what Waddell said after the DeAngelo trade? He knew a lot of 
teams were trying to offload money. And perhaps no team in the league 
is more notorious for this than the Golden Knights. 

So, late in the day, seemingly out of nowhere, the Canes acquired Max 
Pacioretty and depth defenseman Dylan Coghlan from Vegas for “future 
considerations.” 

I repeat, the Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty, a six-time 30-goal scorer, 
for “future considerations.” 

He’s another one getting older at 33, he’s coming off an injury and he 
costs $7 million. But he still put up 19 goals and 37 points in 39 games 
last season and 75 goals and 154 points in 158 games over his past 
three seasons with Vegas. With one year left on his contract, the Canes 
had nothing to lose. 

Maybe the power play isn’t looking so brutal after all. Or — dare I say? — 
maybe it has the potential to be better. 

After these two big trades, the Canes decided to actually dip into the 
free-agency market to address their depth: Ondrej Kase at one year for 
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$1.25 million. If Kase can stay healthy, he’ll be serviceable in the bottom 
six as a Lorentz replacement with potential for a bigger role. 

Things could change, but the depth chart isn’t looking too shabby as of 
Wednesday night: 

Andrei Svechnikov – Sebastian Aho – Teuvo Teravainen 

Max Pacioretty – Jesperi Kotkaniemi – Seth Jarvis 

Ondrej Kase – Jordan Staal – Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook – Jake Drury – ??? 

(Keep in mind that Martin Necas is an RFA and the Canes may very well 
figure out a bridge deal.) 

Jaccob Slavin – Brent Burns 

Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

The third defensive pairing gets interesting. Coghlan from the Vegas deal 
has potential. Jalen Chatfield could be ready for an NHL audition. Ethan 
Bear was extended a qualifying offer, and Jake Gardiner will attend 
training camp (barring a trade). 

Point is, the Canes have options all of the sudden. And in the words of 
Waddell, “it might work out pretty well.” 
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NHL free agency winners and losers: Blue Jackets and Hurricanes make 
a splash on Day 1 

 

Shayna Goldman 

11-14 minutes 14/07/2022 

 

As Day 1 of free agency winds down, there have been 149 signings and 
$912,399,999 in actual contract dollars handed out. Plus, there were 
some earlier signings along the way as well as some major trades. Which 
teams came out on top? Who had the worst day to kick off free agency? 
Let’s break it down. 

Winners 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elite players don’t often make it to free agency. Instead, teams are left 
vying for players a tier below that and tend to overspend. The benefit of 
free agency is that the only asset necessary to sign a free agent is cap 
space, but managers don’t always recognize how valuable of an asset 
that financial flexibility really is.  

So when a team can actually spend on a player who is worth it, they 
should jump at the opportunity. Columbus, a team no one saw coming in 
the Johnny Gaudreau sweepstakes, took their shot at the game breaker 
and came away with one of the best left wingers in the league. Better yet, 
the Blue Jackets somehow managed to spend less than $10 million on 
average per season when his average market value over the next seven 
years is closer to $13.8 million.  

Gaudreau, Patrik Laine, Zach Werenski and Elvis Merzlikins isn’t a bad 
core to build around. The only downside is that the Blue Jackets likely 
won’t be a legitimate contender when Gaudreau’s at his highest level 
during this contract. But the deal should age well, which bodes well as 
they quickly rebuild around him.  

We’d be singing the Blue Jackets’ praises a bit more if it wasn’t for the 
Erik Gudbranson contract, but we can’t ignore it entirely.  

Ondrej Palat and Nino Niederreiter 

With Gaudreau off the market, attention should turn to the next best 
wingers available: Ondrej Palat and Nino Niederreiter. Nazem Kadri 
could probably be grouped in here as well.  

Ahead of free agency, teams already traded for wingers Kevin Fiala and 
Alex DeBrincat, taking two options off the board. Valeri Nichushkin and 
Filip Forsberg extended with their clubs before hitting the open market. 
And on Day 1 of free agency, quite a few skilled wingers — Mason 
Marchment, David Perron, Andre Burakovsky and Claude Giroux, among 
others — already signed with new teams. That should only benefit the 
remaining wingers on the market with numerous teams still in desperate 
need of help up front.  

Ottawa Senators 

Besides Gaudreau going to Columbus, the other shock of the day (and 
really week) is how active the Senators have been. Ahead of Day 1 of 
free agency, they managed to rid themselves of Matt Murray’s contract, 
acquire Cam Talbot in net to split the workload with Anton Forsberg, and 
most importantly, acquire Alex DeBrincat at a more-than-reasonable 
price.  

To kick off free agency, Ottawa signed veteran forward Giroux to a cost-
effective contract. His versatility really stands out in this signing, 
especially now that they’re without two of their leading utility forwards 
from 2021-22 in Connor Brown (traded to the Capitals for a second-
rounder) and Nick Paul. It gives the team options — if Tim Stützle 
struggles at center, for example, the former Flyers captain could easily 
move down the middle.  

Now, the Senators’ top six should shake out to some combination of 
Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, DeBrincat, Stützle, Drake Batherson and 
Giroux. And there’s some more security in net.  

There’s still a ton of work to do — particularly on defense, in terms of 
both personnel and some tactical decisions — but the Senators are off to 
a promising start this offseason.  

Based on what Dorion has been able to pull off, I would not freak out 
about a lack of return here. 

Something else likely associated with this and if it involves a legit D-man, 
everything will be just fine. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Ottawa’s not the only Atlantic Division team to trend in the right direction. 
The Red Wings handled their goaltending situation before free agency by 
acquiring the signing rights to Ville Husso. Detroit used free agency to 
address their offense and defense.  

The Ben Chiarot contract was a choice, and not a very good one. Olli 
Maatta signed an inexpensive deal that could easily be flipped at the 
deadline if the team is looking to recoup some assets, too. He’s 
absolutely an upgrade on the left side over Danny DeKeyser. 

Up front is where Detroit really made a splash. The Andrew Copp signing 
adds a very versatile all-situation forward to the top nine who could help 
add some defensive support to a team that sorely needed it, especially in 
the second half of 2021-22. The Dominik Kublaik signing adds some 
offensive support lower in the lineup after the Blackhawks decided not to 
qualify him. Maybe the best signing of all was the David Perron contract. 
There’s risk because of his age, but he’s a consistent offensive creator 
who should help elevate this Red Wings team.  

Detroit may not be a threat in the Atlantic Division yet, but this should be 
a more competitive team that doesn’t face a disastrous second half of the 
season that likely destroys morale.  

Carolina Hurricanes 
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The biggest winners of free agency day may be the Hurricanes. Their 
first offseason splash came a few days ago when Tony DeAngelo’s rights 
were flipped to the Flyers for three draft picks. That opened up a need for 
an offensive defender who could quarterback a power play — which they 
found on the first day of free agency via trade from the Sharks. Carolina 
acquired Brent Burns at a reduced cap hit for a relatively low cost, and he 
fits exactly what they need. The Hurricanes don’t need him to play Norris-
caliber defense or absorb the toughest minutes alone; he should have 
support in their system and play to his strengths.  

Carolina again came out the winners of a deal with the Golden Knights, 
when they leveraged their cap space to bring in Max Pacioretty (plus 
depth defender Dylan Coghlan) for nothing. While aging could be a 
concern with the winger, he makes a positive impact on his team’s 
offensive creation and has the finishing talent to match.  

Sprinkle in the signing of Ondrej Kase, who has potential if he can stay 
healthy, and the Hurricanes made some savvy moves to go all in. 

Losers 

Vegas Golden Knights 

I give credit to the Golden Knights for being bold and always going for it. 
They focus on bringing in high-end talent and then figure out the rest 
after. Unfortunately, management’s just gotten ahead of themselves quite 
a few times, in a very short existence, and haven’t done the best job of 
digging their way out. Already this summer, they’ve moved two 
productive wingers away in Pacioretty and Evgenii Dadonov for… 
nothing. That’s just bad business!  

The Golden Knights’ awful asset management is catching up with them. 
Let’s break down the trade tree with Pacioretty for a second here. Vegas 
moved three picks — including a first- and second-rounder — to Detroit 
to acquire Tomas Tatar. After a lackluster tenure, Tatar along with a 
second-round pick and Nick Suzuki were flipped to the Canadiens for 
Pacioretty. Now, management has moved the winger, who despite some 
injury concerns, is an excellent source of offense and one of the best 
goal scorers on that roster, and Dylan Coghlan to Carolina for nothing to 
clear up cap space.  

That’s a pretty huge ‘L’ for the Golden Knights.  

New Jersey Devils 

Remember when we were talking about how the Devils could have one 
of the spiciest offseasons in the league? Since then, management opted 
to acquire Vitek Vanecek to address their goaltending woes which was a 
more cautious approach than say, handing Jack Campbell a five-year 
contract. But their other pressing need, an impact winger, has yet to be 
addressed — not via trade, not with the second overall pick (whether via 
trade or the draft), or free agency.  

While there’s still time to sign a forward, none compare to the caliber of 
Gaudreau. New Jersey didn’t just miss out on the left winger, but Fiala 
and DeBrincat as well — and they had the assets and cap space for 
either one. Hell, they could have called Vegas to try and get Pacioretty 
for nothing in return. Maybe they still spice it up with an offer sheet, there 
are quite a few options for high-end forwards to target who would punch 
up this offense.  

Even if New Jersey doesn’t add a high-end forward, there’s a good 
chance they’re better than last year as long as their goaltending doesn’t 
combust. But the Devils are shooting for more than just marginally better, 
so it’s hard to see how they come away with a win after today unless 
something legitimately changes up front soon.  

New York Islanders 

The Devils weren’t the only team to lose out on Gaudreau. The Islanders 
were reportedly in on the elite winger, which is exactly what they need to 
punch up their offense.  

Management has committed to this core, which means maximizing these 
next few years as best as possible to give them a legitimate chance to 

stack up in the Eastern Conference before their foundational pieces start 
declining. Already, Lou Lamoriello took an expensive leap on Alexander 
Romanov to replace the puck-movers on the blue line they’ve lost. But 
their offense needs a difference-maker and attracting a player via free 
agency is probably their best bet because it only costs cap space instead 
of cap plus assets that they’ve drained over the years in their efforts to 
contend.   

While there are forwards still available, the Islanders clearly aren’t the 
only team looking to add which may hike up the cost via free agency. 
Gaudreau was going to be pricey, but worth it. The same can’t be said for 
the next tier of free agents in this market.   

Florida Panthers 

Welcome to playoff contention, Florida, where every ounce of cap space 
is critical. Aleksander Barkov’s $10 million contract extension kicked in 
Wednesday, and while the Selke-caliber center earned that raise, it 
makes things a lot more complicated for the Panthers.  

Florida rightfully invested a lot in their last playoff run, knowing the cap 
squeeze was coming. But it likely hurts that they invested so much at the 
deadline with little to show for it, with their key additions of Giroux and 
Chiarot walking for nothing. What hurts even more, though, is not having 
the cap space to afford Mason Marchment after his breakout year.  

Now, Florida has to get creative with its cap space to balance salaries. 
The signing of Colin White may be that. But their day was somewhat 
underwhelming as a result of their cap situation, and it’s not going to get 
any easier from here with Jonathan Huberdeau up for a raise in a year on 
top of it. Meanwhile, some of their Atlantic Division rivals continue to 
move to improve around them.  

Chicago Blackhawks 

This is what they wanted, right? To be the biggest loser in the league so 
they have the best chance at Connor Bedard? 

While it makes sense for Chicago to move some of their NHL-caliber 
assets to kick-start their rebuild, their asset management was 
questionable at best with some of those deals. Now on free agency day, 
the Blackhawks signed a few forwards — Colin Blackwell, Andreas 
Athanasiou and Max Domi — to relatively inexpensive short-term deals 
that can be flipped at the deadline. That’s what they should be striving to 
do, but unless somehow Athanasiou or Domi can raise their profiles, 
neither will bring back an overwhelming return at the deadline.  
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NHL trade grades: Hurricanes get Brent Burns — a Tony DeAngelo 
replacement — from Sharks 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

4-5 minutes 13/07/2022 

 

The trade 

Hurricanes get: Defenseman Brent Burns and forward Lane Pederson. 

Sharks get: Forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi and 
a conditional 2023 3rd-round pick. Sharks retain 33 percent of Burns’ 
contract. 

Sean Gentille: This feels like a perfect fit for the Hurricanes. They needed 
someone to replace Tony DeAngelo on the right side of their defense. 
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Discounted Brent Burns — for a $5.36 million hit over the next three 
seasons? Yep, that’ll work. 

Burns isn’t the player he was. Nothing wrong with that; at his peak, he 
might have been a one-of-one player in the NHL. What he is, at 37, is a 
defenseman who’s still capable of getting you 0.6 points per game or 
thereabouts. Last season in San Jose, he had 10 goals and 44 assists. 

That’s close to DeAngelo’s offensive production without some of the on-
ice warts and a much shorter commitment. Again, he’s locked in for three 
years. Carolina’s other options, once they wisely flipped DeAngelo to the 
Flyers, were going to be throwing huge money and huge years at inferior 
players. They got someone better for less time — and given what they’re 
trying to accomplish over the next few years, that makes all the sense in 
the world. 

As for the Sharks? They cut some cap — in the form of one of their few 
tradeable bug guys — and added a pick, a marginal goalie prospect and 
a spare-part forward. It’s a bummer of a return, but new GM Mike Grier 
got an early, tough decision under his belt out of the gate. Grier has a 
tough road ahead of him. Burns will count $2.64 against San Jose’s cap 
for the next three seasons. 

Carolina: A 

San Jose: C+ 

Dom Luszczyszyn: You have to like what the Hurricanes did here. 
Carolina offloaded Tony DeAngelo for three draft picks, and then tossed 
together some spare parts to acquire Brent Burns from the San Jose 
Sharks, with San Jose retaining 33 percent of the contract. With 
DeAngelo signing for $5 million, that leaves Carolina paying an extra 
$360,000 for an arguably superior player – one who can better mimic 
what Dougie Hamilton used to bring to the power play. Burns can still 
shoot and put up decent numbers driving offense from the blue line. 

Obviously, Burns is far from the player he used to be at 37, but in 
Carolina’s system, he should be able to thrive. His best asset over 
DeAngelo is a better ability to survive tough minutes. Burns doesn’t 
exactly thrive there, but he doesn’t completely falter either, and that’s a 
plus in the exchange between one and the other. 

For the Sharks, it’s a pretty weak return, especially with the team 
retaining 33 percent, but it gets Burns off the books for three years. For a 
rebuilding team, I’m not sure why that was important, but hey – at least 
they got a conditional third and some guys out of it. Steven Lorentz is an 
OK bottom-six forward, but you’d expect a bit more going the other way 
for San Jose. 

Carolina: A 

San Jose: C 

Shayna Goldman: This deal makes a lot of sense for the Hurricanes. 
Carolina managed to flip Tony DeAngelo’s signing rights and replace his 
offensive production with Brent Burns for the next three years at a 
discounted cap hit. 

There’s no question that Burns has trended down over the years, but 
now he’s in a much better position to succeed with the Hurricanes. This 
team doesn’t need him to absorb the toughest minutes like he’s had to in 
San Jose for some time; they have Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce to 
lead the way on that front. Basically, they need him not to be a liability in 
their own zone and contribute to the team’s offense at even strength and 
on the power play. The frequent shooting defenseman should be able 
check those boxes on a win-now team instead of a declining Sharks 
squad. 

Sharks general manager Mike Grier did not enter an easy situation in 
San Jose considering their cap situation, but he’s kicking off his tenure 
with some impactful moves. They’re still on the hook for 33 percent of 
Burns’ salary and add some future assets that should help their rebuild, 
but the return still feels underwhelming. The real win for them is opening 
up some cap space to give them flexibility, and maybe this is an early 

lesson for Grier to not make the mistake of the previous regime of signing 
players to massive contracts that run way past a player’s prime. 

Carolina: A- 

San Jose: C 
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NHL free agency winners and losers: Blue Jackets and Hurricanes make 
a splash on Day 1 

 

Shayna Goldman11-14 minutes 14/07/2022 

 

Elite players don’t often make it to free agency. Instead, teams are left 
vying for players a tier below that and tend to overspend. The benefit of 
free agency is that the only asset necessary to sign a free agent is cap 
space, but managers don’t always recognize how valuable of an asset 
that financial flexibility really is.  

So when a team can actually spend on a player who is worth it, they 
should jump at the opportunity. Columbus, a team no one saw coming in 
the Johnny Gaudreau sweepstakes, took their shot at the game breaker 
and came away with one of the best left wingers in the league. Better yet, 
the Blue Jackets somehow managed to spend less than $10 million on 
average per season when his average market value over the next seven 
years is closer to $13.8 million.  

Gaudreau, Patrik Laine, Zach Werenski and Elvis Merzlikins isn’t a bad 
core to build around. The only downside is that the Blue Jackets likely 
won’t be a legitimate contender when Gaudreau’s at his highest level 
during this contract. But the deal should age well, which bodes well as 
they quickly rebuild around him.  

We’d be singing the Blue Jackets’ praises a bit more if it wasn’t for the 
Erik Gudbranson contract, but we can’t ignore it entirely.  

Ondrej Palat and Nino Niederreiter 

With Gaudreau off the market, attention should turn to the next best 
wingers available: Ondrej Palat and Nino Niederreiter. Nazem Kadri 
could probably be grouped in here as well.  

Ahead of free agency, teams already traded for wingers Kevin Fiala and 
Alex DeBrincat, taking two options off the board. Valeri Nichushkin and 
Filip Forsberg extended with their clubs before hitting the open market. 
And on Day 1 of free agency, quite a few skilled wingers — Mason 
Marchment, David Perron, Andre Burakovsky and Claude Giroux, among 
others — already signed with new teams. That should only benefit the 
remaining wingers on the market with numerous teams still in desperate 
need of help up front.  

Ottawa Senators 

Besides Gaudreau going to Columbus, the other shock of the day (and 
really week) is how active the Senators have been. Ahead of Day 1 of 
free agency, they managed to rid themselves of Matt Murray’s contract, 
acquire Cam Talbot in net to split the workload with Anton Forsberg, and 
most importantly, acquire Alex DeBrincat at a more-than-reasonable 
price.  

To kick off free agency, Ottawa signed veteran forward Giroux to a cost-
effective contract. His versatility really stands out in this signing, 
especially now that they’re without two of their leading utility forwards 
from 2021-22 in Connor Brown (traded to the Capitals for a second-
rounder) and Nick Paul. It gives the team options — if Tim Stützle 
struggles at center, for example, the former Flyers captain could easily 
move down the middle.  
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Now, the Senators’ top six should shake out to some combination of 
Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, DeBrincat, Stützle, Drake Batherson and 
Giroux. And there’s some more security in net.  

There’s still a ton of work to do — particularly on defense, in terms of 
both personnel and some tactical decisions — but the Senators are off to 
a promising start this offseason.  

Based on what Dorion has been able to pull off, I would not freak out 
about a lack of return here. 

Something else likely associated with this and if it involves a legit D-man, 
everything will be just fine. 

(Although this team will miss Connor Brown. Big time). 
https://t.co/MIeeH8A89M 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) July 13, 2022 

Detroit Red Wings 

Ottawa’s not the only Atlantic Division team to trend in the right direction. 
The Red Wings handled their goaltending situation before free agency by 
acquiring the signing rights to Ville Husso. Detroit used free agency to 
address their offense and defense.  

The Ben Chiarot contract was a choice, and not a very good one. Olli 
Maatta signed an inexpensive deal that could easily be flipped at the 
deadline if the team is looking to recoup some assets, too. He’s 
absolutely an upgrade on the left side over Danny DeKeyser. 

Up front is where Detroit really made a splash. The Andrew Copp signing 
adds a very versatile all-situation forward to the top nine who could help 
add some defensive support to a team that sorely needed it, especially in 
the second half of 2021-22. The Dominik Kublaik signing adds some 
offensive support lower in the lineup after the Blackhawks decided not to 
qualify him. Maybe the best signing of all was the David Perron contract. 
There’s risk because of his age, but he’s a consistent offensive creator 
who should help elevate this Red Wings team.  

Detroit may not be a threat in the Atlantic Division yet, but this should be 
a more competitive team that doesn’t face a disastrous second half of the 
season that likely destroys morale.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

The biggest winners of free agency day may be the Hurricanes. Their 
first offseason splash came a few days ago when Tony DeAngelo’s rights 
were flipped to the Flyers for three draft picks. That opened up a need for 
an offensive defender who could quarterback a power play — which they 
found on the first day of free agency via trade from the Sharks. Carolina 
acquired Brent Burns at a reduced cap hit for a relatively low cost, and he 
fits exactly what they need. The Hurricanes don’t need him to play Norris-
caliber defense or absorb the toughest minutes alone; he should have 
support in their system and play to his strengths.  

Carolina again came out the winners of a deal with the Golden Knights, 
when they leveraged their cap space to bring in Max Pacioretty (plus 
depth defender Dylan Coghlan) for nothing. While aging could be a 
concern with the winger, he makes a positive impact on his team’s 
offensive creation and has the finishing talent to match.  

Sprinkle in the signing of Ondrej Kase, who has potential if he can stay 
healthy, and the Hurricanes made some savvy moves to go all in. 

Losers 

Vegas Golden Knights 

I give credit to the Golden Knights for being bold and always going for it. 
They focus on bringing in high-end talent and then figure out the rest 
after. Unfortunately, management’s just gotten ahead of themselves quite 
a few times, in a very short existence, and haven’t done the best job of 
digging their way out. Already this summer, they’ve moved two 
productive wingers away in Pacioretty and Evgenii Dadonov for… 
nothing. That’s just bad business!  

Trading for Jack Eichel has now cost the Golden Knights (directly or 
indirectly due to the cap implications) 

Max Pacioretty 

Alex Tuch 

Peyton Krebs 

Dylan Coghlan 

16th overall pick in 2022 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) July 13, 2022 

The Golden Knights’ awful asset management is catching up with them. 
Let’s break down the trade tree with Pacioretty for a second here. Vegas 
moved three picks — including a first- and second-rounder — to Detroit 
to acquire Tomas Tatar. After a lackluster tenure, Tatar along with a 
second-round pick and Nick Suzuki were flipped to the Canadiens for 
Pacioretty. Now, management has moved the winger, who despite some 
injury concerns, is an excellent source of offense and one of the best 
goal scorers on that roster, and Dylan Coghlan to Carolina for nothing to 
clear up cap space.  

That’s a pretty huge ‘L’ for the Golden Knights.  

New Jersey Devils 

Remember when we were talking about how the Devils could have one 
of the spiciest offseasons in the league? Since then, management opted 
to acquire Vitek Vanecek to address their goaltending woes which was a 
more cautious approach than say, handing Jack Campbell a five-year 
contract. But their other pressing need, an impact winger, has yet to be 
addressed — not via trade, not with the second overall pick (whether via 
trade or the draft), or free agency.  

While there’s still time to sign a forward, none compare to the caliber of 
Gaudreau. New Jersey didn’t just miss out on the left winger, but Fiala 
and DeBrincat as well — and they had the assets and cap space for 
either one. Hell, they could have called Vegas to try and get Pacioretty 
for nothing in return. Maybe they still spice it up with an offer sheet, there 
are quite a few options for high-end forwards to target who would punch 
up this offense.  

Even if New Jersey doesn’t add a high-end forward, there’s a good 
chance they’re better than last year as long as their goaltending doesn’t 
combust. But the Devils are shooting for more than just marginally better, 
so it’s hard to see how they come away with a win after today unless 
something legitimately changes up front soon.  

New York Islanders 

The Devils weren’t the only team to lose out on Gaudreau. The Islanders 
were reportedly in on the elite winger, which is exactly what they need to 
punch up their offense.  

Management has committed to this core, which means maximizing these 
next few years as best as possible to give them a legitimate chance to 
stack up in the Eastern Conference before their foundational pieces start 
declining. Already, Lou Lamoriello took an expensive leap on Alexander 
Romanov to replace the puck-movers on the blue line they’ve lost. But 
their offense needs a difference-maker and attracting a player via free 
agency is probably their best bet because it only costs cap space instead 
of cap plus assets that they’ve drained over the years in their efforts to 
contend.   

While there are forwards still available, the Islanders clearly aren’t the 
only team looking to add which may hike up the cost via free agency. 
Gaudreau was going to be pricey, but worth it. The same can’t be said for 
the next tier of free agents in this market.   

Florida Panthers 

Welcome to playoff contention, Florida, where every ounce of cap space 
is critical. Aleksander Barkov’s $10 million contract extension kicked in 
Wednesday, and while the Selke-caliber center earned that raise, it 
makes things a lot more complicated for the Panthers.  

Florida rightfully invested a lot in their last playoff run, knowing the cap 
squeeze was coming. But it likely hurts that they invested so much at the 
deadline with little to show for it, with their key additions of Giroux and 
Chiarot walking for nothing. What hurts even more, though, is not having 
the cap space to afford Mason Marchment after his breakout year.  
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Now, Florida has to get creative with its cap space to balance salaries. 
The signing of Colin White may be that. But their day was somewhat 
underwhelming as a result of their cap situation, and it’s not going to get 
any easier from here with Jonathan Huberdeau up for a raise in a year on 
top of it. Meanwhile, some of their Atlantic Division rivals continue to 
move to improve around them.  

Chicago Blackhawks 

This is what they wanted, right? To be the biggest loser in the league so 
they have the best chance at Connor Bedard? 

While it makes sense for Chicago to move some of their NHL-caliber 
assets to kick-start their rebuild, their asset management was 
questionable at best with some of those deals. Now on free agency day, 
the Blackhawks signed a few forwards — Colin Blackwell, Andreas 
Athanasiou and Max Domi — to relatively inexpensive short-term deals 
that can be flipped at the deadline. That’s what they should be striving to 
do, but unless somehow Athanasiou or Domi can raise their profiles, 
neither will bring back an overwhelming return at the deadline.  

Data via CapFriendly, Dom Luszczyszyn, HockeyViz and Evolving-
Hockey. 
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ESPN / 2022 NHL free agency - Winners and losers of Day 1, plus the 
best remaining players 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The opening hours of NHL free agency did not bring us an answer as to 
where Nazem Kadri and John Klingberg would be skating in 2022-23, but 
there was no shortage of money being doled out elsewhere. Plus, we 
were treated to some blockbuster trades, as the Carolina Hurricanes 
added Brent Burns and Max Pacioretty in separate swaps and Johnny 
Gaudreau landed with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Whose offseason is off the best start? Which teams didn't do so well so 
far? And who are the best remaining players left for teams to add before 
the fall? 

More: Tracker | Grades 

Trade grades: Burns, Pacioretty, more 

Draft recap: Every pick | Takeaways 

WINNERS 

Detroit Red Wings 

General manager Steve Yzerman put in work on Wednesday, signing a 
haul of good players on solid contracts. 

Let's run back the list of key additions: Andrew Copp (five years, $5.625 
million AAV), Ben Chiarot (four years, $4.75 million AAV), David Perron 
(two years, $4.75 million AAV) and Dominik Kubalik (two years, $2.5 
million AAV). That's a fine foursome of players in their own right, and 
Yzerman has to be pleased about how they'll complement the Red 
Wings' current group of young talent. 

Chiarot has a chance to pair up with Calder Trophy winner Moritz Seider, 
who will undoubtedly elevate Chiarot's game. Perron had a career 
season with the St. Louis Blues in 2021-22 and will be a versatile middle-
six piece for the Red Wings. Copp is a Michigan native excited to be 
joining his hometown team after a successful post-trade tenure with the 
New York Rangers (18 points in 16 games). And Kubalik? He's a former 
30-goal scorer who didn't receive a qualifying offer from Chicago. The 26-
year-old will be motivated to prove he's still got it. 

The newcomers up front will join Lucas Raymond, Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Dylan Larkin to make the Red Wings look suddenly much more 
formidable. That could also go a long way in keeping Larkin and Bertuzzi 

interested in remaining with the Red Wings long-term. Both players are 
unrestricted free agents after 2022-23 season and Yzerman is obviously 
showing that Detroit won't be a pushover in the stacked Atlantic Division. 
Will that help get Larkin and Bertuzzi extended sooner? There's been 
some rough seasons recently for the Red Wings but winning helps 
everything. 

Yzerman's moves on Wednesday will make Detroit far more competitive, 
exciting and potentially explosive for the coming season (and beyond). -- 
Shilton 

Joe Sakic 

The Avalanche aren't done winning. 

On a day where most teams are scouring the open market for players to 
add, the reigning Stanley Cup champions went big on taking care of their 
own. Josh Manson is back on a four-year deal, Artturi Lehkonen got a 
new five-year pact and Darren Helm returns on a one-year contract. Add 
that to what general manager Joe Sakic did previously -- inking Valeri 
Nichushkin for eight more seasons -- and it's been a fantastic start to free 
agency for Colorado. 

What Sakic did so seamlessly was prioritize. He let goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper walk (right on into a five-year deal with the Washington 
Capitals) by acquiring (and signing) Alexandar Georgiev for the next 
three seasons. Andre Burakovsky moved on to Seattle and Nazem Kadri 
is likely to sign elsewhere as well, but Sakic was strategic in who to keep 
and how much to pay, so that Colorado can chase another Cup. 

It doesn't feel like the Avalanche took a step back at all despite the talent 
they will lose from their most recent playoff roster. Sakic has a great feel 
for his group and proved it again in how he's worked through free 
agency. -- Shilton 

play 

1:12 

Boucher: Kuemper will be tested much more in Washington 

Brian Boucher says the Capitals have more work to do in free agency 
and breaks down the Darcy Kuemper signing. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes came to play on free agency's opening day. They're a 
much better team for it. 

First, Carolina acquired Brent Burns (and forward Lane Pederson) from 
San Jose in exchange for forward Steven Lorentz, goaltender Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional third-round pick in 2023 draft. They had the 
Sharks retain 34% of Burns salary in the swap, too. 

That's a difference-making move for the Hurricanes' blue line. Carolina 
needed to replace Tony DeAngelo on the right side, and Burns is an elite 
offensive defenseman. He'll add good depth and puck-moving ability to 
Carolina's attack. Plus, he's no slouch in the production department, with 
10 goals and 44 assists last season. 

Carolina's other Grade-A move came later in the afternoon when they 
reeled in Max Pacioretty from Vegas for basically nothing (no, really ... 
the deal was for future considerations). The Hurricanes wanted more 
scoring depth, especially after they struggled to generate in that respect 
throughout the postseason. Vegas' cap issues forced it into moving 
Pacioretty's $7 million hit, and the Hurricanes jumped at a chance to 
bring in a regular 20-plus goal scorer who will have an immediate impact 
on their team up front. 

Plus, the Hurricanes got defenseman Dylan Coghlan as part of the deal 
and he's a promising one to watch down the road. 

Burns and Pacioretty will bring a better dimension to Carolina's lineup, 
and the team didn't have to give up much to make it happen. That's tidy 
work by general manager Don Waddell. -- Shilton 

Erik Gudbranson 

Columbus really, really wanted it some Erik Gudbranson. 
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The veteran blueliner cashed in with a four-year, $16 million contract 
from the Blue Jackets. That's a large investment by Columbus in a 30-
year-old defenseman that tallied a career-high 17 points in 78 games last 
season. 

Granted, Gudbranson is not an offensive defenseman. He's a physical, 
grinding player, he can kill penalties and he's a right-handed shot who 
will bolster that position for the Blue Jackets. General manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen said adding "size and toughness" to the blue line was a 
priority, which Gudbranson does. And Columbus has got some young 
players who may benefit from Gudbranson's experience. These are all 
positive things. 

But the real winner here is Gudbranson's bank account. He made $1.95 
million last season in Calgary. This is a somewhat jaw-dropping raise 
over that total. Will Gudbranson be worth Columbus' stake (in dollars or 
terms)? Plenty of time to judge that later. Today, Gudbranson has to be 
feeling really good. -- Shilton 

Oskar Lindblom and Mason Marchment 

There were some easy wins today. 

One day after Lindblom was waived for the purposes of a contract buyout 
by Philadelphia, the cancer survivor signed a two-year, $5 million deal 
with the San Jose Sharks. 

The Flyers donated $100,000 to a local cancer charity while parting ways 
with Lindblom. The reality is Lindblom's cancer battle has slowed his play 
on the ice. Philadelphia needed to create cap space to have any hope of 
landing Johnny Gaudreau. Sometimes the NHL really is a business. 

To see Lindblom land so quickly on his feet was awesome. Lindblom was 
a 17-goal scorer in 2018-19 and on track to be a regular top-six presence 
in Philadelphia. 

Since being declared cancer-free last year, Lindblom can now focus on 
reestablishing his game and he'll get to do that now with the Sharks on a 
good deal. Love that for him. 

And then there's Marchment. Last week, Marchment lost his father Bryan 
when the 53-year-old died unexpectedly at the NHL draft in Montreal. 
While reeling from that devastating personal loss, Marchment was 
navigating a pivotal professional moment. The 27-year-old had a career 
season in Florida (47 points in 54 games) and this was his chance to 
capitalize as a free agent. He did that by landing a four-year, $18 million 
deal with Dallas. It'll be a fresh start for Marchment and shows how far 
he's come from being undrafted and appearing in just 34 NHL games 
total prior to last season. 

There's no question dad would be proud. -- Shilton 

LOSERS 

Philadelphia Flyers 

If Flyers fans were frustrated with the direction of the team before free 
agency started, it's hard to imagine how they're feeling now. 

GM Chuck Fletcher had talked about an aggressive retool of his team, 
rather than a rebuild. When the Flyers traded for defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo and signed him to a two-year deal, it looked like a harbinger of 
that plan. But then Wednesday arrived with the Flyers having an 
excellent shot at the biggest prize on the market: Winger Johnny 
Gaudreau, who grew up in South Jersey as a Flyers fan. There was 
mutual interest. What there wasn't was cap space, and Fletcher said the 
price to create any more of it for the only franchise player on the market 
was too high. 

"We don't have the space to pursue those high-end free agents," he said. 
"You have to move multiple contracts. In some cases it's hard to move 
players and in other cases there are players you don't want to move." 

In the same breath, Fletcher said the Flyers have good forward depth but 
"we'd like to get more high-end skill." Huh, if only there were a forward 
that fit that description on the open market who probably had black and 
orange pajamas... 

From a roster perspective, there wasn't a Plan B. The Flyers tried to 
improve a lackluster defense by running back Justin Braun, who was a 
part of it last season. They signed Nicolas Deslauriers, a punchy grit guy 

that new coach John Tortorella will love. But the closest thing they had to 
a Plan B was downshifting expectations from an aggressive retool to a 
"wait and see" season that will determine their timeline. 

"We'll find out this season," Fletcher said. "We'll see how we progress. 
We'll see which players can be a part of our future. There's a lot we need 
to learn about our group. Going into next offseason, we'll have more cap 
space than we had this offseason." 

That's not exactly a quote for the season ticket brochure. -- Wyshynski 

Calgary Flames 

It's difficult to put the Flames in this category. As GM Brad Treliving said, 
they did everything they could to retain Gaudreau, putting an offer on the 
table that was eight years long and well north of $10 million annually. 
They wanted him back. They thought he wanted to come back. Until 
about 48 hours before free agency started, it looked like they might have 
been right. Until they weren't. 

"We did everything possible to keep John here," Treliving said. "It's my 
strong belief that this is a family decision, and I respect that fully. He 
gave eight great years here, with a lot of memories. The hard part of this 
business is that we have to move on." 

They didn't move on ... yet. Wednesday passed without the Flames 
addressing the offense that walked out the door with Gaudreau. Treliving 
talked about not making any hasty moves in reaction to this shocking 
news. That's understandable. Maybe in a week, we're reevaluating their 
offseason and their not spending that money on Gaudreau ends up 
looking like a happy accident. 

But for now, the Flames look like a team who had an opportunity to win 
the Stanley Cup last season, lost in five humbling games to their arch 
rivals from Edmonton and now could end up losing Gaudreau and 
Matthew Tkachuk in consecutive offseasons. Life comes at you fast. -- 
Wyshynski 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights traded left wing Max Pacioretty to the Hurricanes for 
what amounts to a bag of air. They had to clear his $7 million cap hit in 
order to get under the ceiling and sign forward Reilly Smith to a contract 
they had promised him. 

That they traded Pacioretty for nothing might be understandable from a 
certain point of view, given that he's an unrestricted free agent next 
summer. Except when this kind of move has come to define the Golden 
Knights, it's almost embarrassing: 

    They tried to trade Evgenii Dadonov to Anaheim with a draft pick 
sweetener for two injured players. When that trade fell apart, they traded 
him to Montreal for Shea Weber's contract. 

    They traded Marc-Andre Fleury for Mikael Hakkarainen, an ECHLer 
now playing overseas. 

    They traded Nate Schmidt to Vancouver for a third-round pick. 

    They traded Paul Stastny for a fourth-round pick and Carl Dahlstrom. 
And so on. 

Sure, the flat cap deserves some blame, but the flat cap was there when 
they broke the bank for Jack Eichel's contract. This is just atrocious asset 
management and it goes beyond these sell-offs. Please recall they 
traded a first-, second- and third-round pick for Tomas Tatar, traded him, 
a second-rounder and Nick Suzuki (!) in a package for Pacioretty and 
then just traded Pacioretty to Carolina for nothing. 

If this was a casino table game, they'd be walking away by now. -- 
Wyshynski 

Falling off the goalie carousel 

There were some teams that made out well in the goaltending market. 
The Capitals found a legit starter in Stanley Cup champion Darcy 
Kuemper. The Oilers found a good goalie in Jack Campbell. Both the 
Red Wings and Senators improved their tandems. Heck, the Sabres 
might have had one of the low key best signings of the day in Eric 
Comrie for two seasons. 
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Then there were teams that tried to get on the carousel, hit their faces on 
a porcelain horse and fell off the ride. It started with the Wild, who re-
signed Marc-Andre Fleury and managed to anger Cam Talbot to the 
point where GM Bill Guerin felt the need to trade him to Ottawa to avoid 
"drama" next season. That came four days after praising the duo as a 
key to the Wild's success. "My goal is to win," Guerin said. "If we have 
Cam Talbot or Marc-Andre Fleury in the net, we have a pretty good 
chance." 

Now they have Fleury, who turns 38 in November, paired with Filip 
Gustavsson, who has played 27 NHL games. That's not just a 
downgrade, it's a risk. 

But the roughest fall off the carousel remains the Maple Leafs. Two years 
ago, they had Frederik Andersen and Jack Campbell. Last season, they 
had Campbell with an oft-injured Petr Mrazek. Now, they have an oft-
injured reclamation project in Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov, whom the 
Capitals didn't qualify as a restricted free agent despite being a 25-year-
old former first-round pick. 

"They're both young enough that we'll give them the runway here and 
see if they can become the long-term solution in net," Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas said. 

As for not getting the Senators to pick up more than 25% of Murray's 
contract? "We'd love to have pushed for more and done a better deal," 
Dubas replied. "But it was either make that deal or move on elsewhere, 
and we elected to make the deal." 

It's astounding that the Leafs are staking their Stanley Cup chances, and 
Dubas likely his job, on a battery of Murray and Samsonov. But that's 
what happens when you can't hop on the carousel at the right moment. 
They're not the only team that couldn't. -- Wyshynski 

Patrick Kane, Jonathan Toews and Seth Jones 

The Chicago Blackhawks aren't doing a rebuild. They're doing a 
controlled demolition, like when they detonate a decrepit building and it 
falls to the ground in a cloud of debris. 

The NHL hasn't seen anything like this: It's not aged veterans that are 
being shipped out, but players like Alex DeBrincat, Kirby Dach and 
Brandon Hagel that are in that "part of the solution, not part of the 
problem" age bracket. But the Blackhawks traded all three, while bringing 
on stop-gaps like Andreas Athanasiou and Max Domi on one-year deals 
that all but portend their getting flipped for draft picks at the trade 
deadline. 

What are Kane, Toews and Jones thinking about all of this? 

Agent Pat Brisson told TSN's Pierre LeBrun that the three star players, 
who all have no-movement clauses, are waiting to make the "best 
decisions as it pertains to the respective careers." But that overall 
"they're not necessarily in agreement with the direction of the team." 

Toews and Kane are in the last years of their contracts. Jones, famously, 
has eight years on his. Do they somehow stick through this rebuild or ask 
out? Because the Blackhawks are in total tank mode. -- Wyshynski 

Shocking move of the day 

Can it be anything else other than Gaudreau to the Blue Jackets? 

The week began with the Flames giving Gaudreau eight-year contract 
proposals with average annual values of over $10 million. They thought 
they had a shot to keep him. But Gaudreau informed them that he was 
moving on. 

When he hit the market on Wednesday, the Flyers, New Jersey Devils 
and New York Islanders lined up for him. Yet there were rumblings that 
the Blue Jackets could enter the fray as a stealth option. In the end, they 
won the derby with a contract that averaged $9.75 million annually -- 
under the $10 million AAV threshold and lower than other teams' offers. 

The Blue Jackets were expected to be aggressive this offseason. They 
were in on Ryan McDonagh before the Lightning traded him to the 
Predators. They were looking around at moves during the draft. In the 
end, they made the biggest splash of any team in the offseason in 
landing Gaudreau. Suddenly, a team with a two-year playoff drought that 
punched above its weight last season has a legit superstar on its roster. 

Columbus doesn't usually win these derbies. But fire the canon, because 
they won this one. -- Wyshynski 

Best remaining players 

Some big fish still remain in the NHL free agent seas. 

Nazem Kadri and John Klingberg remained unrestricted free agents 
hours after the bell rang at noon that allowed them to sign anywhere. 

While their final destinations are unknown, some details have emerged 
about where those players won't be headed. Colorado appears to be out 
on Kadri after using ample cap space on other extensions. And Dallas 
doesn't seem to be the front-runner to retain Klingberg. 

It could be that the lack of a landing spot for the top three UFAs 
remaining has had a ripple effect on other players waiting to be signed. 
Ondrej Palat remains on the market, as do Dylan Strome, Nino 
Niederreiter and Phil Kessel. How quickly will deals for those skaters 
materialize once the other dominoes fall? Will they be connected? Those 
are questions we're all waiting to be answered. -- Shilton 

Favorite deal of the day 

Claude Giroux to Ottawa was a big one for me. The Senators have had a 
nice offseason so far bringing in Alex DeBrincat, moving Matt Murray and 
now landing Giroux. 

The veteran might be 34 but he's got so much left to offer, and he'll inject 
that franchise with much-needed optimism for the future. It's not like 
Giroux can immediately turn Ottawa into a Stanley Cup contender, but he 
will help it build toward being a playoff team. Plus, Giroux is from the 
area, and who doesn't love a local-boy-makes-good story? -- Shilton 

Favorite under-the-radar signing 

Frank Vatrano to Anaheim really didn't get much attention, but he'll be a 
great addition to the lineup. 

The Ducks have a ton of highly skilled talent up front already, and 
Vatrano will put some weight behind them with a grittier, more physical 
game that also includes some goal-scoring prowess. Vatrano had a 
strong postseason with the Rangers (13 points in 20 games) and if he 
continues to channel that, then Anaheim just got a versatile player for its 
middle six for less than $4 million per season. -- Shilton 
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ESPN / NHL free agency 2022 -- Analysis, grades for all the big signings 

 

Greg Wyshynski, Kristen Shilton 

 

The NHL free agency signing period for 2022 is underway. 

For each key deal, ESPN NHL reporters Greg Wyshynski and Kristen 
Shilton will assess the player's fit with his new team, weigh whether the 
terms of the deal make sense and hand out an overall grade for the 
team. 

We'll continue to grade the most notable moves through the offseason, 
so check back for fresh grades as deals are consummated; the newest 
grades will be listed first. 

Terms: Seven years, $9.75 million per season ($68.25 million total) 

Where does he fit: Johnny Gaudreau goes right to Columbus' top line. As 
he should. And what a surprise. 

There's a reason Gaudreau was one of the most highly coveted 
unrestricted free agents on the market. He's an elite winger, passer and 
playmaker who can single-handedly turn a game around. Gaudreau put 
up the best numbers of his career last season playing with Matthew 
Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm in Calgary, generating 40 goals and 115 
points in 82 games. Whomever Gaudreau is lined up with in Columbus 
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will benefit from his expertise, and he will make the Blue Jackets a true 
contender in the ultra-competitive Metropolitan Division. 

Does it make sense? The initial reaction is the Johnny Hockey saga 
having an unexpected ending. All signs pointed to Gaudreau leaving 
Calgary, which made an aggressive offer that was similar to Columbus' in 
order to keep him, so that he could play closer to his home base on the 
East Coast. Gaudreau ended up taking less money than his skill set 
probably is worth to suit up with the Midwest-based Blue Jackets. 
Curious. 

Columbus doesn't have many other top-tier talents that reach Gaudreau's 
heights up front. Patrik Laine is a restricted free agent who should be 
back after receiving a qualifying offer this week. But Gaudreau is a head 
above everyone else, which is why Columbus pursued him. This is the 
type of splashy signing that can turn a team around and put the rest of 
the league on notice that they are committed to bouncing back -- 
something Columbus should be desperate to do after missing playoffs in 
back-to-back seasons. The Blue Jackets had money to burn; why not 
throw their hat in the ring? 

But what's in it for Gaudreau? Why leave Calgary for Columbus? That 
may not have been his original plan, granted. Philadelphia was rumored 
to be in the mix on their hometown product, but the Flyers didn't have 
enough cap space to make it happen. The Blue Jackets haven't been 
capable to attracting a free agent like Gaudreau in, well, maybe ever. 
There will be less pressure on Gaudreau -- and less spotlight -- than he 
would have attracted in New York or New Jersey (or even in Calgary). 
That could have been an incentive. Still, it will be interesting to see how 
Gaudreau's addition pans out for the Blue Jackets and for the winger 
personally. 

Grade: A. The Blue Jackets really pulled off a stunner. Having Gaudreau 
locked in for seven years could help general manager Jarmo Kekäläinen 
get something done long-term with Laine, too. And that would be another 
huge win for an organization that wants to make itself more appealing to 
free agents in the future. In the present, Gaudreau is going to be a 
difference-maker (and then some) that could catapult Columbus into 
contender status. -- Kristen Shilton 

Jack Campbell, G, Edmonton Oilers 

Terms: Five years, $5 million average annual value ($25 million total) 

Where does he fit: Edmonton needed a new No. 1 goalie when it became 
clear veteran Mike Smith, who gave the Oilers his all last season, was 
headed toward long-term injured reserve. Enter Jack Campbell, who will 
take over that mantle. 

The 30-year-old spent the last 2½ seasons with Toronto and worked his 
way up to being the Leafs' starter. Campbell had never carried the load in 
net full time before last season, when he produced a 31-9-6 record with 
.914 save percentage and 2.64 GAA. Campbell was better in the first half 
of the season than the second, when he battled through a COVID-19 
absence and was slowed by injuries. The Michigan native's overall body 
of work clearly drew Edmonton in, even if Campbell's experience as a 
starter is less extensive than others they could have targeted. 

Does it make sense? Yes. The Oilers had a goaltending vacancy. 
Toronto didn't make Campbell an offer so he needed a job. There's the 
fit. Now, how successful will this partnership be? That remains to be 
seen. Campbell wasn't great in the playoffs (3-3-1, .897 SV%, 3.15 GAA) 
as the Leafs made another first-round exit, and he's dealt with several 
injuries the last two years. The Oilers have to feel confident in Campbell's 
ability to remain available and that his health won't be a factor moving 
forward. 

Edmonton has a solid defense for Campbell to play behind and the Oilers 
obviously boast a deep top-six group of forwards (led by Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl & Co.) that should provide Campbell with decent 
goal support. All that works in Campbell's favor and will set a foundation 
for his potential success in blue and orange. 

Grade: B. Edmonton is making a significant investment in a veteran 
goalie without long-term starting experience (and a recent injury history). 
There is some risk involved here. However, the goaltending market was 
piping hot and there weren't a ton of free agent options to choose from. 
Campbell has been more good than average in the last year-plus and if 

his health holds up -- at least for most of the five-season term -- 
Edmonton should come out feeling good about the move. -- Shilton 

Darcy Kuemper, G, Washington Capitals 

Terms: Five years, $5.25 million average annual value ($26.25 million 
total) 

Where does he fit: The Washington Capitals have been chasing a true 
starting goalie ever since moving on from Braden Holtby in 2020. They 
hoped either Ilya Samsonov or Vitek Vanecek could become one. They 
attempted to bring in Henrik Lundqvist before a heart condition ended his 
NHL career. But after last season, when the Capitals were 23rd in team 
save percentage (.898), they decided to go all-in on finding a true starter, 
and that starter was Kuemper, who appeared in 57 games for the 
Colorado Avalanche last season. 

The Capitals sent Vanecek to the New Jersey Devils. They walked away 
from restricted free agent Samsonov, who signed with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. Whatever they would have paid them was instead handed to 
Kuemper, securing the services of a goalie who is a few weeks removed 
from being mobbed by teammates after winning the Stanley Cup. 

Does it make sense? Scanning the goalie market, it makes a lot of 
sense. Kuemper was the only true starting goalie on the unrestricted free 
agent market -- Jack Campbell and Ville Husso were both tandem 
netminders. For what the Capitals needed, Kuemper was the guy. 

Kuemper did what he needed to do in the playoffs for the Avalanche: He 
didn't lose them the games they needed to win. He was also outstanding 
in the second half of the regular season after getting his bearings in a 
new market, with 30.4 goals saved above average and 5.3 wins added to 
the Avalanche. There's no question that he's in the upper echelon of NHL 
goaltenders -- in the 96th percentile in WAR over the past three seasons 
-- but some of his underlying numbers reveal below-average rebound 
control and low danger save percentage. 

He's an upgrade over what the Capitals had, but Washington is a 
downgrade compared to what was in front of Kuemper in Colorado. But 
hey, the guy used to star playing behind the Arizona Coyotes. He'll be 
OK. 

Grade: A-. Look around the NHL. Look at some of the scrambling, 
desperate moves that were made by teams hoping that a backup goalie 
could become a starter or that an oft-injured goalie suddenly could find 
stability. To find an established starter with Kuemper's numbers -- let 
alone one who just helped his team win the Cup -- and get him without 
having to surrender a player or a draft pick is a coup for the Capitals. 

Age is an issue. Kuemper is 32. In the short term, he'll be able to 
shoulder most of the workload. Toward the end of this deal, he'll need a 
little more help. But the Capitals are still a team of now rather than later, 
and Kuemper certainly makes them more competitive. -- Greg Wyshynski 

Vincent Trocheck, C, New York Rangers 

Terms: Seven years, $5.625 million average annual value ($39.4 million 
total) 

Where does he fit: Right next to Artemi Panarin in the Rangers' top six. 
That's where Ryan Strome played during his four years with the Rangers 
before they let him walk to unrestricted free agency. That's where New 
York expected Andrew Copp could play when it acquired him at the trade 
deadline from the Winnipeg Jets, but Copp opted to test the open market 
and found a new home with the Detroit Red Wings. 

That opened the door at center in New York for a free agent acquisition. 
The Rangers were in the mix for Colorado Avalanche star Nazem Kadri, 
but opted for a younger (29) and more thrifty option in Trocheck, who 
spent the past three seasons with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Does it make sense? Committing seven years to a second-line center 
never really makes sense, but that's what the Rangers needed to do to 
get Trocheck in at $5.625 million, making him the fourth-highest-paid 
forward on the team. The Rangers now have Mika Zibanejad and 
Trocheck both signed through 2029. Now that's stability. 

Trocheck can bring some flashy playmaking to the middle of the ice and 
has been a strong special teams player during his career. Strome is a 
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better finisher than Trocheck, but Trocheck brings a bigger bag of tools to 
the mix. 

Grade: B. The deal's term is coin of the realm in order to get a solid cap 
hit for one of the more coveted centers on the open market. Coach 
Gerard Gallant knows him well. If he can get Trocheck back to the form 
he showed in Florida, when he was considered one of the NHL's most 
underrated offensive players, this could look pretty good. Well, for at 
least the first few seasons. -- Wyshynski 

Andrew Copp, C, Detroit Red Wings 

Terms: Five years, $5.625 million average annual value ($28.1 million 
total) 

Where does he fit: Wherever the Red Wings need him to fit, to be honest. 
The true value of Andrew Copp is that he's a Swiss Army knife of a 
forward. The Winnipeg Jets cast him as a defensive forward and played 
him up the lineup with their stars. The Rangers played him up with Artemi 
Panarin and Ryan Strome. 

The Red Wings likely see Copp as a second-line center behind Dylan 
Larkin, which could have him playing with the likes of Jakub Vrana and 
Filip Zadina for new head coach Derek Lalonde. 

Does it make sense? Absolutely. When the Rangers acquired Copp from 
the Jets at the trade deadline, the assumption was that he would move 
into Strome's spot next to Panarin on a new contract. But the Rangers 
had someone else in mind -- Vincent Trocheck -- and let Copp walk to 
free agency. 

Their loss is the Red Wings' gain. Copp's versatility makes him an asset 
for a team that is still trying to see where the young pieces fit in their 
lineup. He's not the strongest finisher, but he's got a decent shot. He's a 
good passer if not a great playmaker. Even if his offensive numbers fade 
by Year 5 of this deal, he does so much more for a team that it's a worthy 
investment. 

Grade: A-. Once upon a time, the Red Wings signed a free agent named 
Frans Nielsen to a six-year contract worth $5.25 million annually. That 
contract ... did not work out. There are echoes of that signing in bringing 
on Copp, who is another underrated forward who will be asked to build 
on the offensive promise of his 53 points in 72 games this past season. I 
don't believe history will repeat itself here, as Copp is hitting his stride as 
an offensive player. Plus Nielsen arrived as Detroit's kingdom was 
crumbling, while Copp arrives as the Wings are trending back up. -- 
Wyshynski 

Claude Giroux, C, Ottawa Senators 

Terms: Three years, $6.5 million average annual value ($19.1 million 
total) 

Where does he fit: Giroux can slide in just about anywhere for the 
Senators, one of many reasons coach D.J. Smith is going to love having 
him in the fold. 

The 34-year-old projects to start on a line with Tim Stutzle and Ottawa's 
newly acquired prize Alex DeBrincat. That's a formidable top-six unit for 
the Senators to roll out. But with Giroux's versatility, he could be used in 
a checking role as well if called upon. And he's coming off a terrific 
season -- 21 goals and 65 points in 75 games. 

The veteran also will elevate Ottawa's power play (20th overall last 
season at 19.3%), and he's an excellent faceoff man (60.3% in 2021-22). 
He brings more than 1,000 games of NHL experience, with 294 goals 
and 923 points to his credit, and that alone is invaluable. 

Does it make sense? Without question. And that's on and off the ice. 

Giroux grew up near Ottawa and has made his offseason home in the 
area. The Senators have struggled to attract -- and keep -- star players in 
the past, and now one of the most coveted free agents on the market is 
choosing to play the last years of his great career there. It's a much-
needed boost of confidence for Ottawa. 

The Senators have a stable of young talent that will benefit from being 
around one of the NHL's most respected leaders. Stutzle, Josh Norris, 
Shane Pinto and others will have the ultimate sounding board and 

mentor in Giroux (who captained the Philadelphia Flyers from 2013 until 
he left for Florida in free agency last spring). 

Giroux's decision to waive his no-move clause in March to chase a 
Stanley Cup championship with the Panthers didn't pan out as planned. 
But the Senators can benefit from his nearly 100 games of postseason 
experience if they're able to finally get back into the postseason picture. 

Grade: B-plus. A three-year deal for a 34-year-old is a bit risky. But 
Giroux is worth it. He's going into Ottawa knowing the Sens won't 
compete for a Cup this season, but it's not out of the question they'll be 
back as a playoff team. Giroux will help there, having proved last season 
that he's far from over the hill. Knowing how much he'll impact the 
franchise's foundational pieces only sweetens the deal. Giroux is a home 
run acquisition for the Senators. -- Shilton 
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Sportsnet.ca / After emotional breakup, Flames must find a way to move 
on without Gaudreau 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisJuly 13, 2022, 10:11 PM 

 

CALGARY — The sadness and frustration Calgary Flames fans felt over 
losing Johnny Gaudreau "for family reasons" on Tuesday was replaced 
by fury and confusion Wednesday when the former Flame signed with 
Columbus. 

Yes, the Blue Jackets. 

After years of speculation he’d likely sign closer to home, news of 
Gaudreau’s new employer did not come with a photo of him wearing 
Flyers or Devils jammies, a la John Tavares. 

Columbus is an eight-hour drive from his family’s New Jersey home, 
making it an unexpected choice. 

Odder still is the fact his seven-year, $68.25 million pact is more than $15 
million less than the eight-year, $84 million offer from the Flames. 

Jilted Flames fans have every right to be perplexed. 

Yet, Gaudreau has every right to make the decision he did. 

And there it sits. 

The Flames organization has been gutted by the abrupt departure of its 
franchise player, and a devastated fan base has plenty of questions, 
spread out amongst vitriolic tweets. 

Understandably, emotions are running high. 

Breakups are never easy. 

Some want Johnny Hockey stuffed into the Cannon at Nationwide Arena, 
others save their condemnation for GM Brad Treliving for letting another 
star player go without compensation. 

(Yes, it was less than a year ago they lost captain Mark Giordano in the 
expansion draft). 

Although he doesn’t owe anyone an explanation, Gaudreau’s rationale 
for the move will have to wait until Thursday at 11 a.m. MT when the 
Jackets plan to unveil their shiny new star at a press conference. 

Whether Gaudreau will make the morning commute from Jersey for it 
remains to be seen. 

Treliving addressed the media Wednesday after signing a handful of 
depth players aimed to create competition amongst fourth-liners and 
sixth defencemen, including Nikita Zadorov who re-upped late in the day 
for two more years at $3.75 million annually. 

Hardly the type of excitement other teams generated throughout the day 
with splashy signings adding hope and firepower to their squads. 
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At a time when the Flames’ top player left more than $15 million on the 
table to leave town, players like Evander Kane and Brett Kulak are taking 
less to join Calgary’s northern rivals. 

These are tough times in Cowtown, no doubt. 

'You can't have a funeral': Flames' Treliving focused on the opportunities 
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Compounding it all is the fear Matthew Tkachuk may soon follow in 
Gaudreau’s footsteps, which would surely trigger a rebuild. 

A story for another day. 

On Wednesday, Treliving did his best to put on a brave face to explain 
there’s only one way to try recovering from the blow the franchise was 
dealt at the 11th hour by Gaudreau: 

“You get up and get to work — you can’t have a funeral,” said Treliving, 
who warned a night earlier it was foolish to suggest it was possible to 
replace Gaudreau. 

“Yesterday John made a decision to move on. 

“You can write stories and it can be all doom and gloom, but we have to 
move on. 

“Not everything gets solved today, so the idea we’d, quite frankly, blow 
our brains out today didn’t make sense. 

“Today is not the last day to build your team. 

“We’ve got some flexibility right now.” 

And plenty of time. 

Some of the $10 million previously earmarked for Gaudreau can be 
weaponized to perhaps trade with other teams dealing with cap issues. 

“Because you have it you just don’t go spend it,” he said. 

“There are different numbers out there in terms of what we have in cap 
space but we have some RFAs to sign and you have to leave 
placeholders for what you think they’ll cost. 

“In a flat cap world it’s an advantage. You want to be judicious with how 
you spend it.” 

Flames will 'stay patient' in free agency despite loss of Gaudreau 
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Most of what’s left will help sign RFAs like Oliver Kylington, Andrew 
Mangiapane and Tkachuk, although it’s quite possible neither of the latter 
two will sign anything longer than a year. 

Earlier in the day Treliving lost Erik Gudbranson, who will join Gaudreau 
in Columbus for $16 million over four years. 

“Erik had a hell of a year – good for him,” said Treliving. 

“He got himself a hell of a deal and I’m really happy for him and his 
family. I’d love to have Erik here, but it has got to work into your budget.” 

The Flames also lost Glenn Gawdin (Anaheim) and Luke Philp (Chicago) 
from their Stockton roster. 

What the Flames added were beefy centres Kevin Rooney and Clark 
Bishop, large defenders Dennis Gilbert and Nicolas Meloche, as well as 
goalie Oscar Dansk who will leave the KHL to be Dustin Wolf’s AHL 
backup. 

Trevor Lewis was also signed to another one-year deal. 

“I’m not worried about expectations, I’m worried about making our team 
better,” said Treliving. 

“We’ve been aggressive in free agency in the past and sometimes it 
works and sometimes it doesn’t. 

“There’s rumours we talked to all these guys and most of it is BS. We 
certainly looked at some opportunities and to this point there hasn’t been 
a fit.” 

“We’ll keep plugging away.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs bet on free-agent bargains, but Dubas far 
from done dealing 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxJuly 13, 2022, 7:24 PM 

 

TORONTO – Ilya Samsonov is the new Jack Campbell. (Young and 
cheap with first-round pedigree and something to prove.) 

Matt Murray is the new Petr Mrazek. (Experienced and expensive. 
Stretches of brilliance broken by bouts of injury. A risk.) 

And hope is the new confidence. 

“That’d be a great thing for us, if both of them play the way that we think 
that they can,” Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said Wednesday, 
upon finalizing his goaltending duo. 

“They're both young enough that we will give them the runway here and 
see if they can become the long-term solution in net. 

“Our hope is that both play well, as well as they can.” 

What Dubas and the Maple Leafs saw in Murray and Samsonov to bring 
them in 

If you detect some cross-your-fingers undertones to the unveiling of the 
2022-23 Toronto Maple Leafs netminders, you are not alone. 

This is a double-down bet on a bounce-back. 

The five-year term Campbell earned in Edmonton on Wednesday was an 
immediate no-go for the Maple Leafs and iced serious negotiations. 

Dubas pointed out that Murray, 28, is two years younger than Campbell 
and under contract for three fewer years. 

“In the end, you have to make decisions that are best for the future of the 
team, regardless of what you think about the person personally,” Dubas 
said. 

The GM downplayed how much the Sault Ste. Marie connection factored 
into the trade for former Greyhound Murray. More important were his 
Stanley Cup runs with Pittsburgh and the solid starts he delivered for the 
Senators after he was recalled from AHL Belleville in January. 
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“What he did in Pittsburgh five years ago, and then the way that he 
played in the back half of (this past) year to kind of show that that's still 
there,” said Dubas, who ran Murray through a series of medical exams 
Sunday before signing off on the deal. 

“Knowing the character of the person always helps. Having a previous 
experience with him always helps. But if not for that pedigree and what 
he's accomplished and what he’s showed, then it wouldn't be a fit.” 

Given the minimal options available — and the number of teams hunting 
— on the backup goalie market, Dubas made a much more palatable bet 
on Samsonov. 

The 25-year-old was a first-round pick by Washington in 2015. 

He signed for $1.8 million and has a legitimate shot to start more games 
than Murray next season. 

“He really wanted it to be a one-year kind of show-me, bet-on-yourself 
type deal, which is not always common with players coming off of this 
shock of being non-QO'd when he wasn't expecting it,” Dubas said. “That 
was impressive to me.” 

In 94 games spread over three seasons in Washington, Samsonov 
recorded a .902 save percentage and 3.02 goals-against average. Not 
exactly wow numbers, but he won more games than he lost (53-23-10). 

Capitals GM Brian MacLellan tried to trade Samsonov but could not find 
a partner. The organization then declined to give him a $2.2-million 
qualifying offer, letting a first-rounder walk for nothing. 

According to those close to the team, Samsonov’s ATV injury leading up 
to the 2020 bubble playoffs didn’t endear him to the team. 

Forget the numbers, one source advised. 

Samsonov may be athletic and capable of highlight-reel moments, but he 
can also drift or lose his stick. 

The Russian built a reputation for surrendering soft, ill-timed goals in 
close games that would kill momentum. 

“The team gave him plenty of opportunity to seize the No. 1 job, and he 
couldn’t have sustained success,” the source said. 

A fresh challenge for fresh goalie coach Curtis Sandford. 

As for the skaters in front of his brand-new $6.49-million tandem, Dubas 
said he is still very much open for business, both in terms of picking at a 
second wave of low-cost UFAs and exploring the trade market. 

“We have space. We have roster spots that are still available for, really, 
all different kinds of players,” Dubas maintained. 

“They're obviously going to have to be guys that look at our situation and 
say, ‘I can go there for a year or two on relatively low dollars, and the 
group would be a fit for me to have success and then parlay that into 
something greater.’ ” 

The new No. 1 priority is a big, strong right-side defenceman who throws 
the body and plays with a competitive edge. Zach Bogosian became Ilya 
Lyubushkin becomes … who? 

The pickings are slim, with Justin Braun returning to Philadelphia and 
Erik Gudbranson and Ben Chiarot raking millions in Columbus and 
Detroit, respectively. 

The Maple Leafs began reconstruction on their fourth line. 

“We would like it to be a line that can be heavily relied on for us, like our 
others, but just more physicality, more competitiveness, and drive the 
play down the ice and be relied upon for Sheldon (Keefe) that way,” 
Dubas said. 

With Jason Spezza (retired), Ondrej Kase (untendered) and Colin 
Blackwell (UFA) no longer on the roster, Dubas began digging through 
cap-friendly, bottom-six options to uncover some gems. 

In come right wing Nicolas Aubé-Kubel and centre Adam Gaudette — 
two defensively responsible energy guys who will be depended upon to 
prevent more goals than they score. 

Both inked no-risk, one-year contracts. The former for $1 million, the 
latter for $750,000. 

Aubé-Kubel, 26, was a 2014 second-round pick by Philadelphia who was 
rented to the Colorado Avalanche early in the 2021-22 season and 
enjoyed a terrific bump in production (11 goals, 11 assists in 67 games) 
playing under Jared Bednar’s high-tempo system. 

An occasional healthy scratch in the forward-rich Avalanche’s title run, 
Aubé-Kubel dented the Stanley Cup more often than he dented the 
scoresheet in the postseason (zero points in 14 playoff games). 

No matter. Speedster Aubé-Kubel is cut from the David Kämpf school of 
offence. Goals are gravy. 

The forechecking winger started only 38.2 per cent of his shifts in the 
offensive zone last season and still drove play forward and finished with 
a plus-11, averaging a shade under 10 minutes and throwing a couple 
hits per night. 

What Aubé-Kubel did not do last season was kill penalties. Ilya Mikheyev 
did. 

“Sheldon really felt that he could add a lot. With losing Ilya’s speed, 
Nicholas provides that — forechecking, pressure, able to get up the ice. 
He’s shown in major junior and also in the American League and in the 
NHL, if he has time and space, he can also shoot,” Dubas said. 

“The Cup experience, I think, always helps. How much? I'm not sure. But 
you'd rather have it than not.” 

Pencil in Gaudette as Toronto’s 4C. 

The 25-year-old right-shot pivot scored five goals and added nine assists 
in 2021-22 for the Blackhawks and Senators. The Braintree, Mass., 
native is a depth add with 218 games of big-league experience who can 
improve the Marlies if not the Leafs. 

Dubas’s eye was caught by Gaudette’s six-goal, eight-point showing at 
May’s world championships, shades of the forward’s point-per-game 
production at Northeastern University four years ago. 

“Looked to be confident again and empowered a little bit with Team USA. 
So, it's one of these bets that we make a few times every summer, and 
he seems very ambitious to get to work,” Dubas said. 

“We learned he had a bit of an illness that caused him to lose a lot of 
weight, and he's got that figured out now. So, he's stronger than ever. 
And we just think it's a guy that we can work with here and see what 
happens.” 

One-Timers 

• RFA Rasmus Sandin remains without a contract, but agent Lewis Gross 
has had his hands full with the Johnny Gaudreau sweepstakes. 

Dubas is not worried about finding common ground with the defenceman, 
and reasserted how important both Sandin and Timothy Liljegren are to 
the future of his blueline: “I don't think it's all too complex a situation.” 

• Dubas was equally unperturbed that RFA Pierre Engvall is still 
unsigned: “It'll be an arbitration award at worst, but hopefully we can get 
it done before that.” 

• The Ilyas officially moved on — and got paid handsomely to do so. 
Mikheyev (four years at $4.75 million) will make more in his first year as 
Vancouver Canuck than in his entire three-year stint as a Maple Leaf. 

“It's been a great three years in Toronto, and it's a great story for us and 
the player that came as a free agent and will look to cash in, using the 
resources that we had,” Dubas said. “He put a great effort returning from 
injury and obviously had a great season here with us. So, that’s great for 
him.” 

• Rugged rental defenceman Lyubushkin, 28, has made a total of $4.15 
million over his first four NHL seasons. 

He’ll more than double that over his next two seasons with the Sabres. 

“We'd love to have him back,” Dubas said. “But it's also for him and his 
family a huge opportunity as an unrestricted free agent. 
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“I'm real happy for him, that he was able to find a good spot, and Buffalo 
will be a great fit for him as they continue to come along with their young 
D.” 

• Ex-Leaf Blackwell inked a two-year deal with Chicago at $1.2 million per 
season. His previous high was a $725,000 AAV, and he’s bound to get 
plenty of opportunity on a rebuilding squad. 

• Dubas chuckled a little at the notion of shifting Mitch Marner to centre: 
“It's not anything that’s ever come up. Mitch has been a first team All-Star 
right wing the last two years, so we got enough things to worry about 
rather than that stuff.” 

• The Mason Marchment trade still has legs. Denis Malgin, 25, is 
returning to the Maple Leafs on a one-year deal after spending the past 
two seasons lighting up the Swiss circuit (94 points in 93 games). 

• Ondrej Kase wasn’t given a qualifying offer because he held arbitration 
rights. He ends up in Carolina for one year and $1.5 million. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers poised to become powerhouse in West after big-
ticket signings 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecJuly 13, 2022, 6:46 PM 

 

EDMONTON  — For years in this town, free agent day had been about 
over-paying and over-terming unrestricted free agents so they would 
come here. Because a player had to give his family a reason to “settle” 
on Edmonton.  

Now, there’s a real reason. Players come here because they can win a 
Stanley Cup in Edmonton.  

“I’m just fired up,” said goalie Jack Campbell. “I mean, watching the team 
in the playoffs, the group they have, and seeing Evander (Kane) and 
Brett (Kulak) signing today… I just can't wait to be a part of this group 
and work hard for their goal of winning a Stanley Cup.”  

General manager Ken Holland had a day Wednesday, landing Connor 
McDavid‘s left winger in Kane, grabbing a No. 1 goaltender in Campbell, 
and nailing down their second pairing with the left-shot local lad Kulak, 
who was excellent here after being acquired at the trade deadline last 
season.  

The old GM has his fastball back, and was throwing strikes on 
Wednesday.  

“Well, it’s not as fast as it once was. So I’m nibbling more around the 
edges,” Holland joked. “As you get older you’ve got to work the curveball 
in a little more…”  

Watch Signing Season unfold on Sportsnet 

The NHL off-season moves fast — especially once free agency begins. 
Watch it unfold in real time with Hockey Central's Signing Season show 
on July 13, starting at 11:30 a.m. ET / 8:30 a.m. PT. 

Stream Hockey Central's live coverage on Sportsnet NOW 

When Holland arrived in Edmonton he was just trying to survive, signing 
guys like Gaetan Haas and Tomas Jurco to one-year deals. But as he’s 
built a functional roster, and opened up some cap space, he’s added real 
NHL players like Zach Hyman, Cody Ceci, Duncan Keith, Derek Ryan, 
and the trio signed on Wednesday.  

In the meantime, his team has made the playoffs for all three of his 
seasons, and advanced to Round 3 this spring.  

Today, with a 40-goal player like Kane signed to a tidy AAV of $5.1 
million, the Stanley Cup window is officially open in Edmonton.  

“That's the goal. Absolutely,” said Holland. “I believe that we're in the 
Stanley Cup window. Certainly I'm making decisions to try to give us the 
best opportunity to pursue to compete for the Stanley Cup.”  

And for how long?  

“Hopefully it’s the length of my contract here,” said Kane, who signed for 
four years.  

The Oilers also added goalie Calvin Pickard as a No. 3 in the 
organization, an itch that had to be scratched. Here’s a spin through the 
Big 3 signings on Wednesday, as the Oilers arrive as a powerhouse out 
West.  

Evander Kane 

Kane scored 22 goals in 43 games last season, which prorates to 42 in 
an 80-game season. Then he scored 13 more in 15 playoff games.  

Guys who score 40 get paid in the eight to nine million range, usually for 
six or seven years. Kane comes in at four years, $5.125 million per — not 
even $400,000 more than Ilya Mikheyev or Ben Chiarot received as 
UFAs.  

'Evander wanted to be an Oiler': Holland on Kane re-signing with the 
team 

Obviously, Kane’s reputation costs him money here, but during his half-
season in Edmonton he was — by all reports  — the model teammate. 
“At the end of the year when I went through the exit interviews with all the 
players,” Holland said, “to a man, everybody in that locker room wanted 
him back and made that very clear to me.”  

Does Kane revert to old habits now that he has a four-year deal in his 
pocket? Heck, I warned back in February that signing him for half a 
season wasn’t the mistake. Signing him to a multi-year deal on July 13 
was the mistake to be avoided, we wrote then.  

I would be happy to be wrong. 

If — and we repeat, there is an “if” here — the Oilers are getting the 
matured, focused, grown-up Evander Kane that we've seen signs of, this 
is a player that helps you win a Stanley Cup. How many guys in the NHL 
can score 40 goals, skate and trade pucks with McDavid, and is tough 
enough to protect your team’s greatest asset — not from the fourth line 
— but as a linemate?  

Kane is a unicorn, and could be hockey’s best contract at an AAV of 
$5.125. Or it could go the way it went in San Jose, Buffalo and Winnipeg.  

Let’s watch and see.  

Jack Campbell  

Here’s a late-developing goalie who came through the ringer that is being 
a No. 1 netminder in Toronto. He is mature, experienced, and ready to 
handle the pressures that are inherent with this role on a team that is 
ready to win.  

“It’s giving me chills just thinking about it,” said this self-professed 'cat 
Dad.' “Being in the lineup with these guys and seeing just how hard they 
work and how close they were last year, my focus is definitely at an all-
time high. I just can't wait to get to Edmonton and work to win the Stanley 
Cup.”   

He’ll need to take another step in his career to win rounds in Edmonton, 
something he’s never done before. But with just 142 games played at 
age 30, he’s a late bloomer. He can still improve behind the right team — 
that is the hope for Campbell here in Edmonton.  

Brett Kulak  

Kulak flies under the radar, but when the season is done, or the playoff 
series concludes, you’re saying, “Man, that Kulak is a better player than I 
thought he was.”  

Kulak comes in at a very affordable AAV of $2.75 million — especially 
considering the $16 million, four-year deal for third-pairing defenceman 
Erik Gudbranson that Columbus signed — and will slot into the spot 
vacated by Duncan Keith. Kulak will buy time for rookie Philip Broberg to 
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percolate on the third pairing, with the belief that by the end of Kulak’s 
deal they will have switched places.  

Kulak skates better than you think, and is the kind of teammate that will 
help the transition from a bunch of younger guys hoping to do well, to a 
team full of veterans who expect to do well. A nice signing for a quality 
player and person here.  

Edmonton’s blue-line needs one more guy, a tough customer. But that 
will come.  

Losing Keith and Kulak in the same off-season would have been a 
disaster, one that Holland averted. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Call me anytime': Jaromir Jagr pitches himself to NHL 
GMs on free-agency day 

 

Courtney JacobsenJuly 14, 2022, 1:15 AM 

 

After having amassed 12 consecutive All-Star Game appearances, five 
Art Ross trophies, two Stanley Cups and one Hart Memorial Trophy over 
24 NHL seasons, it's safe to say that Jaromir Jagr is one of the greatest 
to play the game. 

When he left the NHL in 2017 to play for his hometown team in Czechia, 
it seemed like that would be the final time we'd see the legend play in 
North America. 

Or, was it? 

As free agency opened on Wednesday, Jagr aptly reminded general 
managers around the NHL that he was available, making a pitch for 
himself in the process. 

"50 years old, slow, but strong and good hands," Jagr wrote in a tweet. 
"Can bring experience and like to play only home games." 

Is a Jagr return to North America likely? Probably not. But is it entirely 
unfeasible? Also, probably not. At 50 years old, Jagr wouldn't even be 
the oldest to play an NHL game — that title belongs to another legend, 
Gordie Howe, at age 52. 

While restricting himself to half a season isn't ideal, the promise of an 
NHL great would be a sure-fire way to get fans in the building. And Jagr 
can still put the puck in the net, as his eight goals and 19 points in 43 
games with his club the Kladno Knights. 

Seeing that Jagr is not only a player for Kladno, but the team owner and 
president as well, he also had other business to take care of Wednesday. 

"As the owner of hockey club in Czech Liga — I am looking to sign a 
defenceman," he wrote. "No jokes." 

Though his 100-point seasons are long behind him, and he's clearly busy 
enough, perhaps it's time to add Jaromir Jagr to the list of notable free 
agents. 
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