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Homecoming for Hurricanes prospect camp was a ‘dream come true’ for Devin Phillips

By Kyle Williams 

Born and raised in Raleigh, Devin Phillips grew up watching 
the Hurricanes. Forward Josef Vasicek was his favorite 
Carolina player and made him love the game with the way he 
skated and presented himself off the ice. 

For 21-year-old Phillips, the opportunity to skate as part of 
the Canes’ prospect development camp this week at 
Invisalign Arena was special. 

“It meant the world to me,” the Holy Cross commit said. “I’ve 
been cheering for this team since I’ve been born so it’s 
definitely an honor. 

“It’s obviously hard being out here, but it’s great having my 
family out here watching me, supporting me. Growing up 
here, it’s been awesome. It’s a dream come true to get this 
opportunity.” 

Phillips, a 5-foot-9 forward and one of 21 prospects who took 
part in this week’s camp, aims to improve his foot speed. He 
plans to take the knowledge gained throughout the week, 
and from those at the camp, with him to college. 

The camp brought Phillips, who celebrated his 21st birthday 
on Tuesday, back to Raleigh after a few years away. In 
2019, he left his hometown to play for the Brooks Bandits of 
the Alberta Junior Hockey League (AJHL) and take the next 
step in his development. Phillips excelled this past season 

for the Bandits, finishing fourth in the league in scoring (91 
points). 

Hurricanes player development coach Peter Harrold said it 
was great to have Phillips, a former Carolina Junior 
Hurricanes player, among the prospects at camp. 

“If we can have homegrown talent, that’s the biggest thing,” 
Phillips said. “... It’s great to have him out there, hopefully 
some of the younger players saw it and they keep working.” 

Relying on FaceTime to see each other throughout much of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the return home also provided 
Phillips’ parents with an opportunity to see their son, who 
started playing hockey at age 5, in action. 

“The toughest year was during COVID because he was up 
there for nine months,” Phillips’ father, Drew, said. “He 
wasn’t able to come home for the holidays — he had to 
stay.” 

While the Canes’ prospect development camp gave Phillips 
the chance to celebrate his birthday with his family, it wasn’t 
exactly a normal 21st birthday celebration. 

“We did go to dinner that night after he got back, but he was 
quite tired and at about 9:30 he was in bed,” Drew Phillips 
said. “So you know, he didn’t get that 21st birthday drink. 
Everybody’s like, ‘Oh, which was their first drink?’ The kid 
drank water and went to bed. I guess you could say he was 
drunk on hockey?”
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Carolina Hurricanes make moves during NHL free agency, but are they a better team? 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes, after a few days of addition and 
subtraction, trade calls and negotiations, can now focus on a 
new season. 

Gone from the roster are Vincent Trocheck, Tony DeAngelo, 
Steven Lorentz and very likely Nino Niederreiter. 

Incoming are Brent Burns, Max Pacioretty, Ondrej Kase and 
Dylan Coghlan. 

Did the Canes, the Metropolitan Division winners last 
season, become a better team? Most NHL observers believe 
they did. 

“There are a couple of things that make us better,” Canes 
president and general manager Don Waddell said 
Wednesday. ”There are some players that we’re adding, but 
also the experience our young players have received the last 
couple of years in playoff runs. 

“When you add guys like Brent Burns, it’s a huge addition to 
your team. I think eight or nine of our current players have 
texted me saying, ‘Wow, I can’t believe we got this guy.’ 
That’s also a positive sign.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour once played against Burns, 
who has been in the NHL since the 2003-04 season, and 
now will coach him after Wednesday’s trade with the San 
Jose Sharks. Burns, he said, is a defenseman that checks a 
lot of the “boxes” left open when DeAngelo was traded to the 
Philadelphia Flyers during the NHL draft. 

Burns, 37, can produce the points. He can run the power 
play. He’s a former Norris Trophy winner. He was a leader 
for the Sharks. He’s big, strong, durable, not missing a game 
in the past eight seasons. 

Check, check, check … 

“I was really happy we were able to make this happen,” 
Brind’Amour said in speaking with the media Thursday. “He’s 
one of the best defensemen in the league. How can you not 
be happy?” 

Brind’Amour was not happy about having Trocheck, the 
Canes’ second-line center last season, leave in free agency. 
Trocheck, an unrestricted free agent, signed a seven-year 
deal Wednesday with the New York Rangers, who again 
should contend with the Canes for the Metro title. 

“I hate losing guys,” Brind’Amour said. “You kind of knew that 
was going to happen. It’s part of the business. But it’s all 
about who you’re bringing in and making sure that they’re 
quality people.” 

The Canes believe Burns is a quality person. So, too, 
Pacioretty. 

The Vegas Golden Knights, looking to shed salary, virtually 
gave away Pacioretty and Coghlan, a 24-year-old 
defenseman who has NHL experience. The trade exchange 
with the Canes was for “future considerations,” whatever that 
means these days in the NHL. 

Pacioretty, 33, went through a tough season with the Golden 
Knights in 2021-22. The forward suffered a broken foot, then 
a bone injury in his hand that limited him to 39 games but 
was nearly a point-per-game guy with 19 goals and 37 points 
when he did play. 

One thing Pacioretty has done well in his 850-game career is 
find the net — his 323 career goals lead the Canes. 

“I work at my craft every day to make sure my offense 
doesn’t dry up, especially as you get older,” Pacioretty said 
Thursday on a media call. “These last couple of years I’ve 
gotten even better at that, whether it be a little bit smarter on 
the ice or off the ice with my body. 

“So I feel I’ve got so much to contribute to this team. This 
team has had a lot of success. I’m looking to come in and 
just be part of the puzzle.” 

Like Burns, Pacioretty has played in a Stanley Cup Final. 
Like Burns, he’s still seeking a championship ring. 

“I’m coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win it all is really all that matters,” Burns said. 

Pacioretty called the Canes a team “so close” to being a Cup 
winner. The struggled on the power play and in scoring goals 
in the playoffs this year, but Pacioretty can help in both 
areas. 

“I’ve been on some teams that are close and you’re just one 
of two pieces away,” he said. “ ou just need to add one or 
two more guys and it helps out your depth tremendously.” 

Brind’Amour said with a player like Pacioretty, “You know 
what you’re getting. We know what we have. It’s now just 
making sure he fits with the right linemates to get the best 
out of him. We know what he’s capable of.” 

Pacioretty could fill the left wing spot that Niederreiter had on 
the Jordan Staal line opposite winger Jesper Fast, should 
Niederriter, another UFA, sign elsewhere, as expected. Or 
he could fit elsewhere. 

Trocheck’s departure should have Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
moving into the No. 2 center spot. Brind’Amour indicated 
Thursday that Kotkaniemi, 22, was signed to an eight-year 
extension this past season with the idea Trocheck could be 
leaving in free agency. 

“He’s got to step up,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s got the 
potential to turn into that center we’re expecting him to be.” 

Brind’Amour said he was unsure where Kase, who played for 
Toronto last season, would fit best. The Canes also believe 
forward Stefan Noesen, who helped the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves win the 2022 Calder Cup, can push for a spot in the 
lineup. 

Burns and Pacioretty had some intense battles over the past 
few seasons in the Pacific Division. The glares and cross-
checks were many. But they FaceTimed on Wednesday, 
Pacioretty said, and had some laughs about becoming 
teammates with the Hurricanes. 

“He joked that he can win the Lady Byng now that he won’t 
have to cross-check me in the face,” Pacioretty said.
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Hurricanes sign goaltender Sawchenko to one-year, two-way deal 

The Carolina Hurricanes have signed goaltender Zach 
Sawchenko to a one-year, two-way contract on Thursday. 

The Calgary native will earn $750,000 in the NHL and 
$85,000 in the AHL, with a $110,000 guarantee.  

“Zach is a young goaltender with NHL games under his 
belt,” said Hurricanes president and GM Don 
Waddell. “Adding Zach helps improve our organizational 
depth in the crease.” 

The 24-year-old played seven games with the San Jose 
Sharks last season, his first games in the NHL as an 
undrafted rookie. Sawchenko held a 1-2-1 record with a 3.35 
goals-against average and a .901 save percentage.  

With the AHL's San Jose Barracudas, Sawchenko had a 4-
10-0 record with a 4.03 goals-against average and a .877 
save percentage in 2021-22.

 

 

Canes ink goaltender Sawchenko to two-way deal 

The Canes re-bolstered the goalie pipeline Thursday.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced Wednesday morning 
that the team has signed goaltender Zach Sawchenko to a 
one-year, two-way contract that will pay $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $85,000 at the AHL level.  

Sawchenko, who has seven NHL games under his belt, will 
be guaranteed $110,000 in the deal, and will likely spend the 
year in Chicago with the Wolves. He had a 3.35 GAA and 
.901 save percentage in seven games for the Sharks last 
season, with a 4.03 GAA and .877 save percentage in the 
AHL.  

The Canes’ goalie depth was diminished a bit earlier in this 
week, as goaltender Eetu Makiniemi was sent to San Jose in 
Carolina’s deal to acquire Brent Burns. Additionally, Jack 
LaFontaine and Beck Warm were neither one issued 
qualifying offers as restricted free agents, while UFA Alex 
Lyon signed with the Florida Panthers.  

With Antti Raanta and Frederik Andersen at the NHL level 
already and Pyotr Kochetkov a budding star behind them, 
Sawchenko ideally won’t see any NHL time this coming 
season.  

Still, goalie depth is important and Sawchenko adds to the 
pool.  

Here is the Hurricanes’ full press release on the signing: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
goaltender Zach Sawchenko to a one-year, two-way 
contract. The deal will pay Sawchenko $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $85,000 at the American Hockey League (AHL) 
level with a $110,000 guarantee. 

“Zach is a young goaltender with NHL games under his belt,” 
said Waddell. “Adding Zach helps improve our organizational 
depth in the crease.” 

Sawchenko, 24, made his first seven career NHL 
appearances with San Jose in 2021-22, earning a 1-2-1 
record, 3.35 goals-against average and .901 save 
percentage. The 6’1”, 183-pound netminder also posted a 4-
10-0 record, 4.03 goals-against average and .877 save 
percentage in 14 AHL games with the San Jose Barracuda. 
Sawchenko has earned an 11-17-2 record, 3.30 goals-
against average, .897 save percentage and one shutout in 
32 career AHL appearances, all with the Barracuda. He has 
also played 20 career ECHL games with the Allen 
Americans, registering a 13-4-3 record, 2.42 goals-against 
average, .928 save percentage and two shutouts. The 
Calgary, Alta., native has represented Canada at numerous 
international tournaments, including the 2014 World Under-
17 Hockey Challenge, 2014 Ivan Hlinka Memorial 
Tournament and 2015 IIHF Under-18 World Championship.
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Burns ready, excited for prime opportunity with Canes 

The Canes went out and got a big-name blue liner 
Wednesday, as Carolina acquired six-time All-Star Brent 
Burns from San Jose.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

Sitting in the vast living room of his Texas ranch that serves 
as a home to a wide array of exotic animals – with a large 
mounted deer head on the wall over his shoulder – the wooly 
bearded Brent Burns smiled and laughed his way through a 
30-minute introductory Zoom conference Wednesday 
evening.  

Burns, the long-time San Jose Shark who has six All-Star 
appearances and a Norris Trophy on his NHL resume, joined 
the Carolina Hurricanes in a notable trade Wednesday. 
Burns, along with depth forward Lane Pederson, are headed 
to the Canes in exchange for Steven Lorentz, Eetu 
Makiniemi and a 2023 third-round pick.  

And now Burns, nearing the tail end of his career at the age 
of 37, has a chance to chase the Stanley Cup with a 
contender. It’s something that’s important to him at this point 
in his NHL journey, and he’s suddenly got the team to do it 
with.  

“I’m coming to a time where winning and having a chance to 
win it all is really all that matters right now,” Burns said. “I’ve 
chased the boys in red and black around the ice now for a 
while. They’ve got a great team. They’ve got a lot of young 
guys that are just flourishing, and it’s a great place.” 

Burns has spent the last 11 seasons in San Jose, a place 
where he himself has flourished into one of the NHL’s most 
consistent defensemen. He contributes significantly 
offensively while playing sound defense, and he’s 
established himself as an All-Star guy on and off the ice.  

And for the Hurricanes, who were faced with replacing Tony 
DeAngelo a season after DeAngelo replaced Dougie 
Hamilton as that high-scoring right-shot defenseman, the 
move for Burns made all the sense both on the ice and in the 
locker room. 

“He does bring a lot of energy,” said general manager Don 
Waddell. “He’s a very upbeat guy. You talk to all of the 
players who have played with him and he’s well respected. 
He’s been a leader on his team for many, many years and is 
a guy that many people look up to. His personality, he’s a 
good guy who loves to play hockey and enjoys it. We’re 
going to find him to be a real good fit here for us.” 

Burns is obviously a talented player, even on the back end of 
his illustrious NHL career. While he’s nearing 40 he hasn’t 
really shown any signs of slowing down. He had 54 points 
this past season playing on an offensively challenged Sharks 
team, and he’s produced at least 45 points in every season 
(apart from the COVID-shortened 2020-21 campaign) since 
2013-14.  

And while the pure number of his age may be the main point 
of concern for Canes’ fans, it really shouldn’t be. Burns, who 
takes a substantial pride in his physical health, has played in 
679 straight games, the second-longest ironman streak in 

the league, and there’s no reason to believe that’s coming to 
an end any time soon.  

“He’s a fitness guru,” Waddell said. “He’s already talking 
about when he can get here to start working out with our 
guys. You always look at age, but everybody ages 
differently. This is a big man that has played a lot of minutes 
and been very durable through his career. We think he’s got 
at least three more good years in him as he reaches the age 
of 40.” 

That three-year window is how long the Canes will have him, 
as Burns’ current deal expires at the end of the 2024-25 
season. Burns is poised and positioned to play that long for 
sure, as like Waddell said he is a bit of a fitness guru.  

From consistent workouts to a self-harvested, venison-heavy 
diet that Burns discussed in great detail Wednesday, the 
veteran D-man understands the importance of taking care of 
himself at this point in his career.  

“I’ve loved playing a lot. I love working,” Burns said. “I think 
that’s one of the reasons that I’m still here, just the passion 
to work out and the fitness level. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
my Tim Horton’s and my bag of potato chips, but I’ve really 
taken pride in getting older and taking care of myself and 
working out. All that stuff is so important.” 

That, of course, makes Burns a great fit in Carolina, where 
the Canes have established a pretty grind-it out mentality 
under maybe the NHL’s greatest-ever fitness guru in Rod 
Brind’Amour.  

For anyone who joins the Hurricanes, the immediate 
excitement to play for Brind’Amour is obvious and apparent 
the second they start talking about Carolina’s man behind 
the bench. For Burns, he knows that he and his new head 
coach share some personality traits that have helped them 
both reach the extended success they have had.  

“He’s a legend of our sport,” Burns said. “I’ve seen him on 
some of the videos with the intros and getting the team 
ready, and I’m no different. I’m a huge fan of hockey in 
general. Just the high energy and passion, I’m excited. I’m 
probably a little nervous about taking my shirt off in front of 
him until I’m dialed in and ready to go there.  

“But there’s some similarities there. We take a lot of pride in 
that side of the sport and taking care of ourselves. Obviously 
for him to be around that long and play at that level it was 
important for him, and it still is. I would not want to do a 
push-up contest with him, though.” 

And while Burns was traded to the Hurricanes by the Sharks, 
it was his decision to pull the trigger and make the move to 
Raleigh. Burns had a no-trade clause in his contract and 
Carolina was not on the list of teams he could be traded to, 
but he waived that right with little hesitation because of 
where the team is at.  

Burns wants to win a Stanley Cup. Every player in the NHL 
does, that’s no secret. And now for Burns, he has a prime 
opportunity and window in Carolina to try and chase that 
dream on the back end of his career.  
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His excitement about the Hurricanes and that opportunity 
was abundant and apparent on Wednesday afternoon’s 
Zoom meeting, as he made clear immediately he’s all in on 
this move to Raleigh.  

“That’s the reason why we’re all in this game,” Burns said. 
“That’s the reason we’re all hitting the squat racks right now. 
It’s not because of a pure love for that. There’s an end goal. 

That’s what we’re all thinking about every time we do it. 
There’s no secret that the team has been very good the last 
couple of years. Every team at the start of the year wants to 
win, but you know there’s teams that are in that window. 
There’s nothing better. It creates so much excitement and 
energy. It’s awesome. That part of it for us is a no-brainer. 
It’s a great city. Great fans. Great team. All that does is make 
you want to get to work and get out there and go.”

 

He Said It: Pacioretty on joining Canes 

Carolina’s newly acquired sniper spoke with members of the 
media via Zoom Thursday.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

A goal-scoring, top-six forward was one of the biggest needs 
for the Carolina Hurricanes heading into this offseason, and 
the Canes addressed that need in a big way Wednesday. 

Carolina acquired sniper Max Pacioretty from the Vegas 
Golden Knights late on free agency’s opening day, as the 
Canes received Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan 
in exchange for future considerations as Vegas dumped 
some cap.  

On Thursday, the Hurricanes’ new star forward spoke with 
members of the media via Zoom to discuss his new home.  

Here is everything Pacioretty had to say in his introductory 
news conference: 

Max Pacioretty 

On the process of the trade and him finding out: I think early 
in the day I was getting a lot of messages. When you’re 
around the league a little bit longer people will start reaching 
out when they hear stuff. I thought that it could be a 
possibility I was going somewhere. I didn’t know specifically 
where. When I found out that it was Carolina, the GM of 
Vegas called me and we spoke briefly. I got confirmation 
from Don [Waddell], Rod [Brind’Amour] and even Tom 
[Dundon]. Once I spoke to everybody about how they wanted 
me and how I fit in, it was really exciting to join an 
organization like this and a team that is trying to win right 
now.  

On his thoughts on the Canes from his experience against 
them: I’m getting myself into a hard-working group that wants 
to win hockey games. There’s no secret that everyone talks 
about the coach being one of the best in the league, if not 
the best. And also a buy-in attitude from a group that has 
really taken on the league by surprise the last couple of 
years by how hard they work and how everyone buys into 
the details. Hopefully I’m coming in now to be a part of it. I 
don’t want to step on any toes. There’s great players there 
already. I’m looking to help out any way that I can, whether it 
be with young guys or pitching in offensively. In all areas I’m 
looking to help out. 

On what the Canes told him about his fit and on if he’s going 
to be the guy that can maybe score at will a little bit more: 
Definitely. My job is to put the puck in the net. I’ve done a 
really good job of that in my career. But as you get older and 
as teams get better and as goalies get better as you go 

further into the playoffs, that gets harder and harder to do. I 
work at my craft every day to try and make sure that my 
offense doesn’t dry up, especially as I get older. In fact, I 
think the last couple of years I’ve gotten even better at that, 
whether it being a little smarter on the ice or off the ice with 
my body. I feel like that’s so much to contribute to this team. 
What he said is exactly what they told me. The transparency 
there is that they want someone to come in and put the puck 
in the net. It’s so important in the playoffs that you have 
depth because you can shut down one or two guys. When 
you see the teams that win the cup, it’s the teams that can 
roll over four lines and anyone could put the puck in the net.  

On how challenging his last year was and on if he feels like 
he’s put those injuries behind him: Our whole team was 
injured last year. I think we had 500+ man games lost. It was 
just a weird year where it seemed like everything went 
wrong. My injuries were really one offs and bad luck. It was a 
broken foot and another bone injury in my hand, and then it 
was a little bit of a core situation there but it didn’t keep me 
out too long. I hope that’s in my past. I’m doing everything 
that I can to move on from that. But in reality, as a group we 
had a lot of tough luck on the injury front and a lot of goofy or 
fluky injuries. Mine were no different from the rest of the guys 
in that sense.  

On if he’s healthy now: I’m 100 percent. I had the foot that I 
spoke about and the hand, those got corrected right away 
being bone injuries. And then there was a little bit of trouble 
diagnosing the injury at the end of the year, but once we did 
it only really took about a week and a half and I finished out 
the year and felt better about my game than ever before. I’m 
excited about how I skated at the end of the year, and I’m 
looking forward to keeping that momentum going into this 
year.  

On joining forces with Brent Burns: When I heard rumblings 
that it was maybe Carolina and I saw that Burnsy signed, it 
seems like every offseason Don and all the guys there in 
Carolina are trying to add pieces to help them put this puzzle 
together to ultimately come up with the ultimate prize. Yeah, 
there was a lot of animosity between me and Burnsy. In fact, 
last night I got a Facetime call from a number that wasn’t in 
my found book. I had my wife look it up, and it was actually 
Burnsy. I called him back, and we had a little bit of a virtual 
meeting. We spoke about one time when we got into it pretty 
hard and gave each other some cross checks. It’s exciting 
going in with a guy. Us being older guys, you don’t really 
want to go in there and step on anyone’s toes. This team has 
a had a lot of success without me. I’m just looking to come in 
and be part of the puzzle, not be too demanding or anything. 
Going in with Burnsy is nice because we can kind of work off 
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each other in that sense. It just helps us get situated with the 
group a little bit quicker, I think. Playing for Pete DeBoer and 
Steve Spott, they tell me every day Burnsy stories. As soon 
as they found out about the trade, they said ‘you’re going to 
love this guys. He’s a great team guy.’ I’m really excited top 
play with him.  

On them clearing the air pretty quickly: Yeah, it was one little 
crack of a joke about him saying how now he can win the 
Lady Byng because he won’t have to try and cross check me 
in the face again. We went at it pretty good last year, but 
that’s what makes him such a good player. He’s a competitor 
whether his team is in the playoffs or out of the playoffs, he’s 
going to give you the best he’s got. It wasn’t fun going up 
against him for a lot of the nights being in the same 
conference and division.  

On him and Burns being the kinds of guys teams bring in to 
push them over the edge to win the cup: We hope to be. Like 
I said, this team is so close. In the playoffs I thought they 
outplayed the Rangers in that series. Obviously they had a 
little bit of bad luck and some injuries and what not, but this 
team is really, really close. I’ve been on teams that are close, 
and you’re just one or two pieces away when you’re that 
close. When you’re one game away, you just need to add 
one or two guys and that helps out your depth tremendously. 
Burnsy is a guy who plays huge minutes, so I think that’s an 
area that can help the team as well. And obviously people 
make a lot of note of the power play and scoring goals in the 
playoffs, and that’s where I help out as well. I’m really looking 
forward to it. As soon as the dust suttled and we focused on 
the hockey aspect of it, I really got excited about what’s in 
front of me with this opportunity.  

On how you walk the line of finding their spot on the team 
without stepping on toes: Well, this team already has 
tremendous leadership. That’s known around the league. 
From management to coaches to owner to players down, 

everybody knows that this team has a buy-in mentality. 
That’s no secret. Every time I play against Carolina our 
whole pre-scout seems to be around how this team is going 
to outwork you. This team’s got character. This team stands 
up for each other. I don’t expect to go in and feel any 
animosity or negativity. It’s a different situation where a lot of 
the guys have already reached out. And it’s ‘we want to win. 
We’re so happy that you’re a part of this thing.’ Wherever 
they put me, I just want to do my role to help this team win. 
At the end of the day, this team is close. Any way that I can 
contribute, I’ll do whatever it takes for that.  

On his impressions of Carolina’s existing forward group: 
They’re world-class players. They have a lot of skill in the 
lineup. You mentioned Aho. Svechnikov. Teravainen. 
Kotkaniemi. I like Jarvis. He really impressed me a lot. 
There’s just so much skill in this lineup. The back end can be 
argued that it’s one of the best in the league. Great 
goaltender. That’s what it takes to win in this league. It takes 
seven games oftentimes for four series. It takes everybody. 
There’s no dead weight on this team. Everyone kind of pulls 
it in the right direction, and the skill level is off the charts. 
Like I said, you’ve got to have that depth to keep moving 
forward. That’s where I hope I can step in and help out in 
that regard.  

On if he knew Carolina was going to have an outdoor game 
and on his thoughts on that: No, I didn’t...Oh, I’m so excited. 
I’ve played in three or four of them now. My biggest thing 
with those were that my kids weren’t old enough to 
completely enjoy it. This one being at home, that’s amazing. 
They’re always a lot of fun, especially when you are on the 
winning side of them. Being at home is going to be really 
special. Everyone talks about the fans in Carolina, so I 
couldn’t imagine for that outdoor game. That’s going to be a 
lot of fun.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 15, 2022 

 

Canes Prospect Development Camp scrimmage notebook 

The Hurricanes wrapped up this week’s Prospect 
Development Camp Thursday afternoon.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes finished up their first Prospect 
Development Camp since 2019 Thursday afternoon, as the 
slew of prospects took part in some different style 
scrimmages in front of a pretty decent crowd in Invisalign 
Arena.  

The scrimmage was broken up into three periods: a full-ice 
4-on-4, a blue line to blue line 2-on-2 and a cross-rink 3-on-
3.  

The group was broken into two teams, a red and a black, 
with players rotating in and out throughout the 60-minute 
scrimmage.  

On the red team was Jackson Blake, Joe Arnsten, Bobby Orr 
Jr., Bryce Montgomery, Massimo Rizzo, Eric Cooley, Nick 
Nardella and Simon Forsmark. On the black team was Scott 
Morrow, Devin Phillips, Sam McGinley, Jeremiah Slavin, 
Lucas Mercuri, Alexander Pashin, Justin Robidas and 
Domenick Fensore.  

Cruz Lucius and Cade Webber did not participate in 
Thursday afternoon’s session, while all three goaltenders 
(Nikita Quapp, Jakub Vondras and Dylan Ernst) rotated 
between the two nets.  

We also spoke with Scott Morrow and Bryce Montgomery 
following the scrimmage.  

Here are a few notes from Thursday’s session, as well as 
transcripts from Morrow and Montgomery: 

Notebook 

 Scott Morrow is good. Like really, really good. He’s 
so smooth with the puck, and his skating in general 
is fun to watch. He scored the only two goals of the 
full-ice 4-on-4 portion of practice.  

 2022 goalie pick Jakub Vondras did allow Morrow’s 
first goal (and plenty on the day with the high-paced 
action), but he also made a couple of really nice 
saves coming out of his crease and poke checking 
comfortably.  

 Nick Nardella, a non-drafted camp invite, was really 
impressive considering he’s not actually a Canes 
prospect. He had a couple of nice goals in the tight 
2-on-2 portion, and then he unleashed an absolute 
snipe in the cross-rink 3-on-3. He played for 
Michigan Tech in 2021-22, and he’s got some good 
skills.  

 Massimo Rizzo is crafty. Had a really nice forehand-
backhand goal.  

 Raleigh-native Devin Phillips did score at least one 
goal, a nice backhanded slotted goal during the 2-
on-2.  

 Bryce Montgomery has a rocket of a shot. He’s so 
big that it makes sense, but he had a great long-
range goal.  

Scott Morrow 

On returning to UMass: Could use another year in the weight 
room before I’m ready to play against men. That’s something 
I’m going to take really seriously during the college season. 
Just playing two games a week and having a whole week to 
prepare and be in the weight room is something that I look at 
as a huge positive.  

On learning from his uncle and father: A lot of it is just kind of 
learning how to be a pro. I think from an early age because I 
have an uncle and dad who played pro hockey, they were 
always on me about treating my body well and doing the 
things off the ice to prepare myself. Even when you’re like 8-, 
9-, 10-years old, a lot of kids just go to practice and that’s it. 
They just introduced me to weight training, eating right and 
stretching at a young age, it’s really benefited me.  

On who is better between him and his sister: My sister. She’s 
a stud. I actually was out in Wisconsin watching her at the 
World U-18s, and I’m really proud of her. I skate with my 
siblings every summer. That’s something I never stopped 
doing. Just seeing her growth over the years has been 
tremendous...She’s going to Ohio State. She’s actually 
training there over the summer right now.  

On his offensive style of game: From a young age I’ve 
always been a D. I think playing D at a young age and trying 
to be offensive really helped me because that’s when you’re 
really able to see the entire ice. That’s really where you grow 
your hockey IQ. My dad was a defensive-style defenseman. 
That’s kind of why he didn’t make it, I think. He always 
encouraged me to have that offensive growth in my game. 
To be honest with you I don’t know how much of it is learned 
and how much of it is natural, but I think it’s a little bit of both.  

On if there’s anyone in the NHL he models his game after: 
Obviously being at UMass, everyone is talking about Cale 
[Makar] there. He’s a stud. I’m watching his highlights every 
week. He’s someone who is really good. And then Quinn 
Hughes as well, just watching the way he skates around and 
likes to play offense and with the puck.  

Bryce Montgomery 

On how the Canes were helping him and telling him what he 
needed to improve on in a year like last year without the 
camp: Last year with COVID we obviously didn’t have the 
camp, so this is my first camp with Carolina. Being here I’ve 
gotten to meet more one-on-one with the coaches, and 
they’ve gotten to get to know me a little bit better as a person 
and as a player too. They get to nitpick me a little bit more 
and be with me more one-on-one. Just being here and this 
being my first development camp, it’s just been super eye 
opening and I’ve learned so much being here in this one 
week. I can’t wait to come back again and just keep getting 
better.  

On what the biggest thing he learned this week was: The 
biggest thing was probably just being patient, and knowing 
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when to bite and when to make a move and when to make 
that play. It’s just being patient and knowing when a guy is 
on you and knowing when to make that move and cut in. And 
just playing hard and being consistent. Brind’Amour really 
stresses being consistent and giving 100 percent effort every 
single day, and that’s what we want to strive to do here. 
Compete and battle and get a little bit better and do the 
same thing every day when we compete.  

On getting to spend time with the other prospects: It’s cool to 
be around guys who are in your same position being drafted 
by the same organization. We’re all flying here from different 
parts of the world, so it’s cool kind of being with peers. You 

get to talk and pick each others’ brains a little bit and find out 
that we have a lot of mutual friends, too. It’s just building 
friendships like that. It’s fun meeting new people and getting 
accustomed to how it goes here in Carolina. I’m really 
grateful for the opportunity.  

On Morrow: He’s awesome. We’ve kind of been pairing up all 
week and battling against each other. It’s been kind of cool to 
see how he uses his footwork and deception. Just picking 
from him and going against him has gotten me better, too. 
He’s just an awesome player. I love playing with him and 
watching him play. He’s an awesome guy off the ice, too. 
He’s just an awesome all-around player and guy.

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article263412868.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article263479013.html 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-sign-goaltender-sawchenko-to-one-year-two-way-deal/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/14/23216602/canes-ink-goaltender-sawchenko-to-two-way-deal 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/14/23216790/burns-ready-excited-for-prime-opportunity-with-canes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/14/23218990/he-said-it-pacioretty-on-joining-canes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/7/14/23219411/canes-prospect-development-camp-scrimmage-notebook 
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Carolina Hurricanes fans have a lot to learn about ‘New Guy’ on defense, 
Brent Burns 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

And the Carolina Hurricanes. Yes, Burns talked about them, too. And 
hockey. 

Since 2011, Burns has played for the San Jose Sharks. The big 
defenseman has won a Norris Trophy, been named an NHL All-Star and 
played in a Stanley Cup final. At 37, his is a career in full, with or without 
a Cup. 

But Burns has taken on a new challenge, a new career path. He agreed 
to be traded to the Hurricanes, where he’ll be coached by Brind’Amour 
and said he likes the thought of it. 

“It’s not an easy thing to do when you’re in a place for so long and have 
nothing but great things to say about it,” Burns said via Zoom. “But the 
extra excitement and energy, I can feel it already.” 

Burns was speaking from his ranch, the family Leonbergers barking at 
times in the background and an RV to unpack after a six-hour drive. The 
smiles came easily and his comments flowed freely as he described what 
has been a “crazy couple of days” that he said has “rattled” his brain. 

Asked about the chance to play in the Canes’ first-ever outdoor game 
next season against Washington, for example, Burns conceded that 
things have happened so quickly he wasn’t even aware of it. 

“‘There’s a lot going on in my head right now,” he said. “Obviously, 
there’s a sadness and a lot of looking back at all the good times I’ve had 
at San Jose and the people there I’ve gotten to know. It’s a great bunch 
of guys, a great organization and an amazing city. 

“But there’s a huge rush of energy and excitement to come to Carolina. 
It’s always a place when you play there it’s crazy. I was always a guy 
who would ride to the game early and you’d see the tailgating. I think it’s 
just a special place.” 

There’s a nervousness that comes with a trade, even for a veteran who 
has played 1,251 regular-season games. You’re walking into a new 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 15, 2022 

 

locker room, meeting new people and new teammates, with expectations 
to be met. 

Many expect Burns to team with Jaccob Slavin on the Canes’ top 
defensive pairing and efficiently operate a power play that misfired too 
often in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. Most assume the transition will be 
seamless for a player of his caliber and personality. 

But he is 37, with a lot of miles behind him, as they say. The Canes do 
like to play fast. He is expected to put up points, as he did so consistently 
in San Jose, and give the Canes the offensive punch supplied by former 
D-men Dougie Hamilton and then Tony DeAngelo last season. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell called Burns a 
“fitness freak,” saying he was eager to get to Raleigh and work with Bill 
Burniston, the team’s strength and conditioning coach. 

Waddell said he and Brind’Amour talked with Burns on Wednesday and 
said, “The excitement he has over the phone gets you excited. He brings 
a lot of energy. He’s an upbeat guy. He’s a good guy who loves to play 
hockey.” 

Burns did concede his new head coach, a fitness freak of his own, might 
be in better shape, joking he might not take off his shirt when 
Brind’Amour was around. Or test him in push-ups. 

“We do have some similarities there,” Burns said. “We take a lot of pride 
in taking care of ourselves.” 

A part of his attention to nutrition, Burns said, is eating axis deer meat 
before most games, saying the deer are free-roaming around his ranch. 
The meat has a high-protein, low-fat content. 

“We harvest a couple every year,” he said. 

As for that beard … 

People recognize Burns for his bushy beard and his missing front teeth. 
Play defense and face down shots and you’ll need dental work. And the 
beard? 

“It kind of started as an accident,” he said. “I used to shave it for charity 
every year and then I started getting more messages about keeping it 
and letting it grow. Then it became a thing where Jumbo (former 
teammate Joe Thornton) and I were growing it and keeping it as the 
‘bearded brothers.’ 

“I’ve always loved it. I think it started for me when my dad had a big 
beard. … He was always in great shape, working out all the time and he 
always had a great beard. I think there’s something in me that always 
brings me back to that time. It’s just become part of me.” 

Besides, he said, it has been “trimmed down.” And he’s shaved his head, 
“Getting a little more aerodynamic on the top part.” 

With that, Burns closed out the interview. There was an RV to unpack. 
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Carolina Hurricanes defense even deeper after trade with San Jose 
Sharks for Brent Burns 

 

Luke DeCock 

 

Raleigh-Time will only tell what role franchise legend Patrick Marleau 
played in talking Brent Burns into waiving his no-trade clause to come to 
the Carolina Hurricanes, but there’s little mystery involved in the rest of 
the deal. 

With the San Jose Sharks retaining a third of Burns’ $8 million salary, the 
Hurricanes replaced Tony DeAngelo on Wednesday with a former Norris 
Trophy winner for roughly the same cap hit that DeAngelo will carry in 
Philadelphia. 

 This story is a subscriber exclusive 

Throw in that the Sharks have already paid Burns’ $3.5 million signing 
bonus and the Hurricanes only owe him $8.6 million in cash over the next 
three years, and that’s good business — not only a reasonable cap hit of 
$5.4 million, but with not a lot of money left on the end if the Hurricanes 
need to get out of the deal early. 

And they got him for fourth-line forward Stephen Lorentz, eminently 
likable but still a replaceable part, prospect goalie Eetu Makiniemi and a 
conditional third-round draft pick — nothing the Hurricanes will miss. That 
seemed like a small price to pay until, later in the day, they got goal-
scoring winger Max Pacioretty from the Vegas Golden Nights for nothing 
at all. 

Those numbers add up. The question remains how much tread Burns 
has left on his tires at 37. While he’s unquestionably on the downside of 
a remarkable career, he still boasts a Hall of Fame beard and still has the 
free-wheeling skills to thrive not only in the Hurricanes’ system but likely 
playing alongside Jaccob Slavin, the greatest safety net in hockey. 

A top four of Slavin, Burns, Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce may not have a 
dynamic game-breaking talent like a Cale Makar or an Adam Fox, but it’s 
as strong as any in the NHL in its depth. 

“He’s a big man that has played a lot of minutes and been very durable 
through his career,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. “We 
think he’s got at least three more good years in him.” 

Burns got the headlines but Pacioretty, acquired later Wednesday from 
the Golden Knights, was just as needed an addition, a natural goal-
scorer on a team that struggled to finish its chances in the postseason, 
fatally so. If he can stay healthy, he helps fill that void. The Hurricanes 
got him and depth defenseman Dylan Coghlan for “future considerations” 
as Vegas cleared cap space. 

So on a day that NHL teams typically hemorrhage money, overpaying for 
free agents, the Hurricanes went the trade route instead, giving up very 
little to fill the biggest holes on a roster that, as Waddell has often pointed 
out, didn’t need major tweaks after piling up 116 points. 

With the Hurricanes gambling Jesperi Kotkaniemi can fill the void at 
center left by Vincent Trocheck — off to the New York Rangers after 
scoring three of the Hurricanes’ seven goals on Igor Shesterkin in the 
final three games of that playoff series — Wednesday’s two trades pretty 
much settle the Hurricanes’ most important offseason business in a 
matter of about six hours. 

That means the end of Nino Niederreiter’s tenure after he hit the open 
market looking for a long-term deal that was not forthcoming in the 
opening hours Wednesday. The door had been open as the Hurricanes 
shopped for alternatives, but the Hurricanes are out of cap space now. 

The Hurricanes thought they had Florida Panthers forward Mason 
Marchment signed earlier Wednesday — he ended up signing with the 
Dallas Stars instead — and with the arrival of Pacioretty, and his $7 
million cap hit in the final year of his deal, and bargain-basement free-
agent signing Ondrej Kase the inn is full. 

The Hurricanes tried to acquire Kase a few seasons ago, before injuries 
derailed his career, for Justin Faulk but the Anaheim Ducks got cold 
(webbed) feet on the deal. At $1.5 million, he’s a low-risk reclamation 
project if he can somehow recapture that form. 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes still need at least one more left-shot 
defenseman, but those are easier pieces to find, especially on the left 
side. Getting a right-shot defenseman who can quarterback a power play 
is a tougher ask. This isn’t the Brent Burns of a decade ago, but he’s still 
a player who has the potential to make the Hurricanes better, and at a 
relatively low cost. 
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It’s tough to see players like Trocheck and DeAngelo and Niederreiter 
leave, but even at this advanced age Burns still has star power and 
Pacioretty, when healthy, is more than capable of finishing the chances 
the Hurricanes create. That’s a good first day. 

News Observer LOADED: 07.15.2022 
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NHL free agency 2022: The 10 best players still available on the market 

 

Harman Dayal 

12-15 minutes 14/07/2022 

 

It wasn’t on July 1 like usual, but it was still a free-agent frenzy. Day 1 of 
the open market lived up to the hype with over 150 signings and nearly a 
billion dollars made in contractual commitments. It’s wild considering how 
much of a salary-cap squeeze many teams around the league are facing, 
but it made for incredible theatre and was reminiscent of the pre-
pandemic years where the norm was belligerent spending. 

This was one of the deepest free-agent crops we’ve seen in recent 
history so even with all the Day 1 signings, there is a ton of talent still left 
on the board. This includes upper-echelon players who can fit in as core 
pieces, plus some legitimate middle-of-the-lineup help for teams to bet 
on. 

After scouring the names still available, here are the 10 most attractive 
targets (we won’t include Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci since the 
expectation is that they’ll re-sign in Boston). 

Nazem Kadri 

It doesn’t need to be said that Nazem Kadri’s an incredible player. He 
drives play, provides offense, is reliable at both ends of the ice and plays 
a gritty, in-your-face style which he’s now learned to use without crossing 
the line. Kadri’s now also got a Stanley Cup on his resume after a gutsy 
playoff performance where he scored seven goals and 15 points in 16 
games. 

For all of those good qualities, Kadri’s also a dangerous candidate to get 
overpaid. Kadri produced a whopping 87 points in 71 games last season 
which is a huge outlier — his previous career high was just 61 points all 
the way back in 2016-17. In the last three years before this season, Kadri 
scored 112 points in 180 games, which translates to a 51 points-per-82 
games clip. 

The other thing to keep in mind is that the market for high-end second-
line calibre centres has inflated enormously in recent times. Compare 
Kadri’s basic statistical profile to Tomas Hertl, for example, who earned 
an eight-year extension at an $8.1375 million AAV despite never cracking 
the point-per-game mark in a single season. 

Kadri vs. Hertl Production Comp 

No matter what time frame you look at — whether it’s entire career 
production, the last three years or platform season — Kadri has 
outproduced Hertl offensively across the board. If I’m Kadri’s agent, I’m 
using this as grounds to pitch teams on an $8 million cap hit at a 
minimum. 

Of course, $8 million annually on a long-term deal would be a significant 
overpayment for a player turning 32 in October whose career-high before 
last season was 61 points. The context of last season’s production also 
needs to be kept in mind as Kadri scored eight goals and 29 points in the 
bumper of a potent Colorado power play, the type of excellent fit with 
elite talent that many other teams wouldn’t be able to offer. 

Nino Niederreiter 

Think of Nino Niederreiter as somewhere between Ilya Mikheyev and 
Valeri Nichushkin as a player. Niederreiter isn’t as fast as Mikheyev, but 
he’s bigger and offers more offensively as a scorer. But he’s also not 
quite the elite two-way force that Nichushkin is. 

Niederreiter doesn’t have much to offer on either special teams, but he’s 
a beast at even strength. The 29-year-old has consistently picked up 
points at an above-average top-six rate at five-on-five in addition to 
driving excellent defensive results because of his elite forechecking. 
Niederreiter was an integral part of Carolina’s impeccable shutdown line 
alongside Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. 

It will be fascinating to see if Niederreiter can be just as strong of a play-
driver on another team, away from a favourable environment in Carolina. 

John Klingberg 

Klingberg is a premier offensive defenseman. He moves the puck well, 
can jump up the play to activate on entries and in the attacking zone, and 
his skills are still top-notch. Few walk the line laterally better than 
Klingberg, who’s a genuine dual threat with his shot and in-zone 
playmaking. 

All of that is dandy but there’s ample concern to be had with his 
defensive play. Klingberg’s still a decent play-driver but he leaked scoring 
chances against at an alarming rate last season, which resulted in the 
highest five-on-five goals against rate of his career. He’s not quite the 
same two-way player he once was during the height of his powers when 
he was a star No.1 defenseman. That’s also reflected in Klingberg’s goal 
differential — the Stars have been outscored 149-124 when he’s been on 
the ice at five-on-five. 

There’s usually a risk of overvaluing blueliners who produce a lot of 
points while playing inconsistent defense. One factor worth keeping in 
mind though is that Dallas played a low-event, defensive style under Rick 
Bowness. One could argue that kind of system doesn’t cater to 
Klingberg’s style, that his skill set might pop and translate better on a 
more skilled team that gives its defenders freedom to roam and make 
more offensive plays. 

The right-handed defense market is always hot but by this point, there 
also aren’t a ton of teams that have sufficient flexibility to splurge big 
money. With that in mind, I’m curious to see what the final price for 
Klingberg ends up being. 

Dylan Strome 

Since arriving in Chicago, Dylan Strome has scored 154 points in 225 
games, a 56-points-per 82 games clip. It was a big surprise then, that he 
wasn’t qualified at his modest $3.6 million rate, considering the 
Blackhawks are swimming in cap space. Even if he didn’t factor into the 
club’s long-term plans, it would have been better for Chicago to come to 
a short-term agreement and trade him at the deadline rather than let him 
walk for nothing. 

Alas, here we are. 

Strome’s a very useful middle-six centre who should be attractive for 
teams that need help down the middle. Since the 2019-20 campaign, 
Strome has scored 1.92 points per hour at five-on-five, which is a 
bonafide top-six rate. 

There are yellow flags to keep in mind, though. For one, Strome’s skating 
is still sluggish which makes him a questionable two-way player. 
Because of that, he needs to be carefully and strategically deployed to 
succeed. The Blackhawks knew this as they fed Strome a heavy dosage 
of offensive-zone starts, mostly played him against bottom-six 
competition and lined up Patrick Kane on his wing for long stretches. 

The fit is key. Strome makes a lot of sense for a team that needs an 
offensively-gifted middle-six centre on a sheltered scoring line. 

Paul Stastny 
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Paul Stastny is the consistent middle-six gift that just keeps on giving. 
The 36-year-old still has plenty of offense left in the tank after scoring 21 
goals and 45 points in 71 games for the Winnipeg Jets last season. He 
remains a high-quality play driver to boot as he helped the Jets outshoot, 
outchance and outscore opponents by decisive margins at five-on-five. 
Stastny managed these tidy defensive results while still playing tougher 
matchups than league average. 

There are a couple of caveats to keep in mind though. For one, Stastny 
shifted to the wing for most of last season. Second, that shift allowed him 
to play with some excellent linemates in Mark Scheifele and Nikolaj 
Ehlers, which would have surely boosted his offensive numbers. 

It’ll be up to bidders to determine how Stastny might look with 
downgraded linemates and after another year of mileage on the body, 
but he remains an intriguing short-term bet. 

Evan Rodrigues 

Rodrigues has to be one of the toughest players to evaluate from this 
year’s free-agent class. 

The versatile 28-year-old forward was pretty much a replacement-level 
talent up until this past season when he broke out with 19 goals and 43 
points in 82 games. Some would chalk that up to the Pittsburgh effect, 
where previously unheard of forwards randomly pop. That might give 
teams pause, but what’s peculiar about Rodrigues is that he performed 
really well despite being deployed all over the top nine — he wasn’t 
stapled to Sidney Crosby or Evgeni Malkin’s wing the entire year and 
riding their coattails. 

Rodrigues was genuinely driving play at a high level, these weren’t just 
empty calorie points. The Penguins controlled 56.9 percent of shot 
attempts and 57 percent of scoring chances when he was on the ice at 
five-on-five. 

Making matters even worse for gauging his ability level is the erratic 
nature of his production last season. Rodrigues had a blistering first half 
of the season but then finished the campaign with just four goals and 11 
points in the final 40 games. 

It’s anybody’s guess as to what Rodrigues really is, so it’ll be interesting 
to see what kind of contract he gets. 

Sonny Milano 

Milano’s a creative, gifted playmaker who finally established himself with 
a solid campaign, notching 14 goals and 34 points in 66 games next to 
Trevor Zegras. The 26-year-old’s combination of speed and skill allows 
him to consistently create controlled zone entries and set up his 
linemates for dangerous scoring chances. 

Milano’s work away from the puck isn’t perfect but a look underneath the 
hood reveals that his two-way profile wasn’t a problem at all. The Ducks 
actually controlled a strong 52 percent share of shot attempts and 
scoring chances during his five-on-five minutes last season. 

Speed and skill are increasingly important in the modern game. In 
Milano, teams can bid on an inexpensive player who can provide both. 

Danton Heinen 

Heinen was a crucial source of secondary scoring from the wing with 18 
goals and 33 points in 76 games. Fifteen of those goals were at five-on-
five, which tied him with Sidney Crosby for second on the club. That kind 
of lofty even-strength goal scoring is obviously an outlier, but we’re still 
talking about a player who’s scored at a 36-points-per-82-game clip over 
his NHL career. 

In addition to his secondary scoring, Heinen was a strong, two-way play 
driver who tilted the ice in Pittsburgh’s favour with very positive shot, 
scoring chance and goal shares. 

Teams looking for a versatile, scoring and reliable bottom-six forward 
should heavily consider Heinen. 

Tyler Motte 

It’s no wonder why Tyler Motte becomes a fan favourite everywhere he 
goes. Motte can absolutely fly up and down the ice and is an Energizer 
Bunny with the way he can spark a line with his work rate. He’s a 
tenacious puck retriever and plays a gritty style in always finishing his 
checks despite being a tad undersized. 

Motte’s a diligent, detail-oriented defensive player. He blocks a ton of 
shots and is excellent on the penalty kill. Motte isn’t the most consistent 
offensive producer but he can generate scoring chances against the 
grain on the counterattack using his speed. 

All told, he’s a very high-end fourth-line player who was often trusted to 
play higher up the lineup for Vancouver. He’s the type of player 
teammates love going to battle with and the exact kind of player coaches 
talk about when they reference “players you win with.” 

The main concern here is health. Motte missed more than half the 
season in 2019-20 and 2020-21 with injury and only played 58 games 
last season too. 

Zach Aston-Reese 

Aston-Reese is a very similar player to Motte. He’s stellar defensively, 
hits a ton, kills penalties and is very aware and disruptive in all three 
zones. Compared to Motte, Aston-Reese is bigger and has been a bit 
more durable although he’s not quite as fast. 

There are a lot of sexier names we could have included at the end of this 
list, but while Aston-Reese’s point totals don’t jump off the page, he’s 
everything you’d want in a defensive fourth-line winger. A look under the 
hood at his underlying profile confirms the elite impact he has on 
suppressing shots and scoring chances. 

Evolving-Hockey RAPM tool 

Aston-Reese doesn’t have the offensive upside of a Ryan Donato or Phil 
Kessel but he’s a far more practical player that more teams would see a 
genuine fit for. 

Honourable mentions: Mattias Janmark, Colin Miller, Ryan Donato, Phil 
Kessel, Tyler Ennis, P.K. Subban, Nico Sturm, Daniel Sprong, Rem 
Pitlick. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Columbus? Really? Gaudreau won't ever be viewed the 
same in Calgary 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

July 14, 2022, 4:34 PM 

 

CALGARY -- Fun. 

Johnny Gaudreau thinks Columbus will be a lot of fun. 

That’s the hollow answer the longtime Flames star offered up when 
asked the question everyone in the hockey world is asking: why 
Columbus? 

He offered up even less when it came to why he left Calgary. 

“It’s something I was not going to talk about today and I was hoping to 
get to that after,” said Gaudreau at his surreal introduction in Ohio on 
Thursday. 
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“Calgary was a special place for me. I was part of their organization for 
12 years, and I loved every second of it. 

“It was just time for me to make a little bit of a change, I think. 

“I’ll leave it at that. But it was a special place for me. The fans were great 
to me." 

They won’t be after everything he’s said and done the last 48 hours to 
dramatically alter his legacy in town. 

Anyone who reads this space knows it long seemed inevitable the 
talented New Jersey native would leave this summer, most likely to sign 
closer to his family. 

Although sad and frustrating for Flames fans, they understood the desire 
to be near the eastern seaboard as he and wife Meredith prepare to have 
their first child. 

Let’s face it, Calgary is cold, it’s far from home, and it’s in another 
country. 

But Columbus? 

Clearly it's his prerogative, but the deception and the destination are what 
now stick in the craw of Flames fans and an organization that deserved 
better from the former face of the franchise. 

As is his right, his ABC approach (Anywhere But Calgary) saw him turn 
down $84 million (eight years at $10.5 million) to accept a $68.25 million 
deal (7 x $9.75 million) in a city that is still a 75-minute flight from home. 

That doesn’t sit well with a fan base and franchise that waited patiently, 
in good faith, for a “negotiation” that held up everything else on the 
Flames’ to-do list. 

So, we wondered, why did it take so long before he pulled the plug at the 
11th hour, giving the Flames no time to trade his rights? 

"It was a tough decision,” he said. 

“I mean, it went right down to probably 11 o'clock the night before free 
agency where I decided I wasn't going to go back. It was a really hard 
decision. It's something me and Meredith talked about for a long time 
there. Calgary was a great place to me and my wife, but in talking to my 
family, talking to Meredith, it was the right move for us. That's all I can 
really tell you guys.” 

As sought-after as he was as the league’s second-leading scorer, it sure 
seems like when the music stopped on free agent day, there was 
Gaudreau scrambling to find a chair, no matter how unfamiliar that seat 
was. 

His only connections in Columbus are Zach Werenski and Buddy 
Robinson’s brother, Eric; he only learned of the world-class facility 
upgrades the organization is making upon his arrival; he couldn’t cite a 
centre he looked forward to playing with; and he made the vague 
suggestion he was excited about some of the young players in an 
organization that will still be in tough to make the playoffs next year. 

“I’ve gotten to play here many times and every time I play here it’s a lot of 
fun to play here,” said Gaudreau, when asked, “why Columbus?” 

“The fans are into it. They’ve got a lot of buzz there in the arena, so I was 
really excited about that. They’ve got a good young group here. I think 
that attracted me a little bit too. Me and my wife thought it was a really 
good fit for us. 

“We looked at some other options but we thought it was the best one for 
us personally for where we are in our life. It just made the most sense.” 

What else does he know about the city, other than the fans at Nationwide 
Arena are supportive? 

“For me I only got to play here once a year, and it was from the hotel, 
back to the rink and back to the hotel and I had never been to Columbus 
before that,” said Gaudreau. 

“Throughout the summer, I did my homework on places I thought were 
for me and talked to some former players and after hearing some of the 
things. After every time I talked to a different person about the city, it 
seemed like the person I was talking to was more excited than the last 
person I was talking to. 

“It sounded like the perfect spot for us. 

“We’re so excited. It’s going to be a special place for us.” 

It’s not home, but closer. 

"I've always wanted to play relatively a little bit closer,” he said of a 
destination that sits an eight-hour drive from home. 

“I think the east was, you know, I grew up here ... not in Columbus but on 
the east coast. It's somewhere I always wanted to play. I was in Calgary 
for eight-to-12 years there from when I got drafted to when I started 
playing. I always kind of dreamed about playing a tad closer to home, 
but, I mean, it didn't matter where I was signing. Our decision was it was 
best for us not to go back to Calgary, and then we decided to figure out 
what the best option for us, and Columbus was right up at the top of the 
list there. It had no reason on whether it was close to home or not. 

“They were a team that I was really excited about." 

Guess Flames fans will have to take his word on that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks, Mikheyev defy expectations, but understand a 
good fit when they see it 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

July 14, 2022, 4:41 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Literally and figuratively, the Vancouver Canucks came 
in at 20-to-1 on Ilya Mikheyev. 

At least 20 National Hockey League teams had expressed interest in the 
speedy Russian when the Canucks swooped in soon after free agency 
opened on Wednesday and landed the former Toronto Maple Leaf with a 
hefty four-year, $19-million-USD offer. 

Mikheyev’s choice of Vancouver was unexpected – as was the Canucks 
signing anyone with the 27-year-old’s free-agent stature due to an 
ongoing salary-cap squeeze that just a couple of days earlier had 
president Jim Rutherford advising people to temper expectations. 

General manager Patrik Allvin admitted Wednesday he didn’t reach out 
to agent Dan Milstein on Mikheyev until that day, but when the sides 
discussed money and role it was quickly apparent that the winger and 
Canucks were a good fit. 

Allvin and Milstein have a good rapport, strengthened this spring when 
the Canucks successfully courted Kontinental Hockey League free agent 
Andrei Kuzmenko, another Milstein client. 

In his first media availability with Vancouver reporters, Mikheyev said 
Thursday morning that he had lunch with Kuzmenko in Miami during the 
spring and had advised his countryman to sign with the Canucks over the 
other finalist on Kuzmenko’s list. 

And now here they are, both of them Canucks, and likely to be competing 
against each other at training camp to see who wins a spot in the top six 
alongside centre Bo Horvat. Both are projected to play in the top nine, 
which should make the team better than it was last season. 
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Even as an experiment, Kuzmenko is a bargain on a one-year, entry-
level contract worth $950,000. But Mikheyev is being paid five-fold that 
and represents a critical bet by the Canucks that his offensive 
breakthrough last season, when he scored 21 goals as a bonus to all the 
speed, puck possession and penalty-killing he offers, wasn’t a one-off. 

“I work a lot in the summer before last year because I understand what 
this means for me,” Mikheyev said on Zoom about his offensive surge 
last season. “I understand more hockey in NHL. It's more experience, 
you know? Everything is more easy for me. Game, practice, I feel more 
comfortable and of course I understand my mistakes.” 

Mikheyev’s 21 goals and 32 points were generated from the Maple Leafs’ 
third line, with limited power-play time, and over just 53 games due to a 
broken thumb that forced the winger to miss the first two months of the 
season. 

His shooting percentage was 14.3 per cent, twice as efficient as during 
his first two NHL seasons, and is very likely unsustainable. 

What should be sustainable, however, is Mikheyev’s speed-based play-
driving. His shots-for percentage of 56.25 was fourth among Leafs 
forwards, behind only the Auston Matthews line. This is even more 
impressive when you consider Mikheyev started only 36 per cent of his 
shifts in the offensive zone. His expected goals-for of 57 per cent was 
also fourth on the team among forwards. 

Mikheyev’s power-play time of 1:06 per game was eighth among Toronto 
forwards. He scored as many goals shorthanded (four) as he did with the 
man-advantage. So, give Mikheyev 25 more games if he stays healthy 
and the chance to double his power-play time and earn top-six minutes, 
and absolutely he could score 20 goals again. 

“The way he plays and how competitive he is and his speed. . . it's hard 
to pick a number,” Allvin said Wednesday during his media scrum. “But 
definitely, I think he's capable of scoring, you know, up to around 20 
goals, 15 to 20 goals. But what he brings more is (opening) up lanes for 
other skilled players. That's the intriguing part with him.” 

“It's a good team,” Mikheyev said of the Canucks. “It's not young team 
and it's not old. . . I think it's something medium. You have a lot of skills 
in the team and in my opinion, it's just more work, (working) harder.” 

Interestingly, in his final two seasons in Russia before joining the Maple 
Leafs in 2019, Mikheyev scored goals at a pace nearly identical to what 
Kuzmenko, 26, produced the last two years: .362 goals-per-game versus 
.373 GPG. 

Mikheyev said he got to know Vancouver and the Canucks by playing 
against them. 

“I like city, like team, like how (they) built this team,” he said. 

Mikheyev said he resumed training in Russia in June and plans to move 
with his wife and their dog to Vancouver well ahead of training camp in 
September “because it's a new chapter for me, for my family and we 
want to be ready once season starts.” 

Neither the Canucks nor his representatives expect any problems for 
Mikheyev leaving Russia. 

Asked about the pressure of playing in another Canadian market but on a 
much bigger contract, Mikheyev said: “I played two years in Toronto; I 
know what this means, pressure. Of course, I understand this.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Free agency winners and losers: Senators, Blue Jackets 
come up big 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

July 14, 2022, 9:48 AM 

 

How much of a shocker was Johnny Gaudreau’s decision to bolt 
Southern Alberta for Central Ohio? Well, Sportsnet’s Sonny Sachdeva 
put together a list of “wildly intriguing longshot landing spots” for ‘Johnny 
Hockey’ back when we were still in the speculation stage of this journey 
and, even when our man let his man let his imagination run wild, the 
Columbus Blue Jackets did not enter the conversation. 

Maybe it’s only fitting that a guy whose NHL career itself once seemed 
like an unlikely proposition made what — to put it lightly — was an 
unanticipated decision to sign a seven-year, $68.25-million deal with the 
Jackets. 

If Taylor Hall raised eyebrows signing a one-year deal with the Buffalo 
Sabres two years ago, Gaudreau melted faces by full on walking down 
the aisle with Columbus. 

Whatever your perspective on Gaudreau’s call, it was clearly the 
headliner on the opening day of NHL free agency. But there was still 
plenty else to chew on while we waited for that 165-pound chip to fall. 
With that in mind, let’s examine some winners, losers and situations that 
fall somewhere in between now that the ink on some of those big 
contracts is starting to dry. 

Winners 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

How surprising was Johnny Gaudreau's decision to sign with the Blue 
Jackets? 

We can’t start anywhere else and we also can’t help but be a little happy 
for a club that’s been spurned in the recent past by big-name players 
either bolting town or opting to never come there at all. Columbus knew it 
would be hard-pressed to re-sign any of Artemi Panarin, Matt Duchene or 
Sergei Bobrovsky in the summer of 2019, but opted to go all in anyway 
and wound up registering the first playoff series win in franchise history 
before all three did, in fact, ink elsewhere. 

What’s interesting about this Gaudreau scenario is, in the past, 
Columbus attempted to woo stars by offering the heftiest contracts. 
Whether it was trying to get Panarin to stay with a larger deal than he 
inked with the New York Rangers or flirting with an RFA offer sheet for 
Mitch Marner later that summer, GM Jarmo Kekalainen seemed to 
embrace the idea he might have to knock a star’s socks off to get him to 
commit to Columbus. 

While we knew Gaudreau would be leaving money on the table the 
moment he opted to depart Calgary — about $15 million, as it turns out 
— for what we all assumed would be a team in the Eastern Conference, 
it’s not like Columbus had to blow other teams like the New Jersey Devils 
or New York Islanders out of the water with the $9.75 AAV they got 
Gaudreau to agree to. 

Whatever the case, it’s a done deal now. Fire the cannon. 

Ottawa Senators 

Even when they were at their best, the Sens were never really a win-the-
summer type of organization. In 2022, however, I’m not sure anybody is 
having a better off-season than Ottawa GM Pierre Dorion because 
signing Claude Giroux to a three-year deal with an AAV of $6.5 million 
was just the latest in a series of strong and sensible moves. 

Giroux may turn 35 halfway through next season, but this is about far 
more than someone with ties to the area coming “home” to play out the 
stretch. With 23 points in 18 games as a Florida Panther following the 
deadline deal that sent him there from Philly, Giroux showed exactly what 
he can do on a good team. Is Ottawa “Panthers good” right now? No. But 
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that top six is getting awfully stacked with Giroux joining a group that 
includes Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson and the guy who started this 
summer winning streak for Dorion, Alex DeBrincat. 

Throw in Cam Talbot — acquired via trade just before the free agent 
market opened — and it’s very easy to see how an Ottawa squad that 
hasn’t made the playoffs since coming within one goal of a Stanley Cup 
Final berth in 2017 could jump up and push for a post-season position in 
2022-23. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Who needs signings when you can acquire top-tier talent in trades 
without giving up, well, basically anything? Adding Brent Burns — still a 
minute-munching monster at 37 — from the re-tooling San Jose Sharks 
and Max Pacioretty from the cap-crunched Vegas Golden Knights were 
wonderful moves for a fantastic squad that’s trying to clear those final 
championship hurdles. Pacioretty has one year to go on his deal and, if 
it’s a healthy one, it’s easy to envision a 40-goal season for him. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Retaining Evander Kane and Brett Kulak were really nice momentum-
sustaining developments for a team that made the final four this past 
season. It would have been pretty excruciating to see Kane, in particular, 
walk out the door after we all saw what a fit he is beside Connor 
McDavid. 

Goaltending questions have plagued this franchise for some time and 
while it would be foolhardy to simply assume that’s ancient history now 
with the signing of Jack Campbell — the 30-year-old late-bloomer’s 
sample size as a No. 1 is still relatively small — it’s still a very reasonable 
play by GM Ken Holland to give Campbell five-by-five and hope it 
dramatically upgrades what he was getting in the crease. If Campbell 
truly is the long-term solution, this will go down as a watershed day in Oil 
Country. 

Charlie Lindgren, Washington Capitals 

We’re always talking about big numbers at the outset of free agency, so 
here’s a modest one for you: 28. That’s how many career starts 28-year-
old Charlie Lindgren has made. In the pandemic-shortened 2020-21 
season, that number was zero, meaning he’s played five games in the 
past two NHL campaigns. All of those outings, though, came during a 10-
day stretch with the St. Louis Blues last December and Lindgren stopped 
113 of the 118 shots he faced for a .958 save percentage. Other than 
that, he had strong AHL regular season numbers last year for, really, the 
first time in his career and a decent playoff performance in that league 
with the Springfield Thunderbirds. 

Still, that was enough to entice the Washington Capitals — who made 
Darcy Kuemper their starter earlier in the day — to offer the southpaw 
goalie a three-year deal worth $3.3 million. That number that, according 
to Cap Friendly, is slightly larger than Lindgren’s estimated career 
earnings to date. 

Detroit Red Wings 

It’s not that any one thing Steve Yzerman did was a stroke of genius, it’s 
just that brining in the likes of Michigan boy Andrew Copp, hardnosed D-
man Ben Chiarot and veteran scorer David Perron is an unmistakable 
sign Yzerman is ready to kick this rebuild into a new gear. If the Ville 
Husso play works out in goal, the Red Wings figure to be much more 
competitive this season. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Picture the scene; you’re in some Tampa joint overlooking the bay 
enjoying a happy-hour beverage when in walks $159.6 million worth of 
freshly extended Lightning talent. Talk about a round for the house! 

Okay, so Mikhail Sergachev, Anthony Cirelli and Erik Cernak may not 
have actually all been in Tampa right now to celebrate, but you get the 
point. By inking the trio to eight-year extensions one year before they 
were all eligible to become RFAs, Tampa locked up core players with all 

kinds of great hockey ahead of them to the fairly team-friendly Florida 
numbers we’ve grown accustomed to. That takes the sting out of having 
to deal Ryan McDonagh away and knowing you won’t be able to bring 
Ondrej Palat back. 

Colorado Avalanche 

You knew there were going to be some losses, but bringing back Josh 
Manson on the blue line is a huge win and it’s easy to see the freshly 
extended Artturi Lehkonen scoring several more critical playoff goals for 
this club over the next half-decade. Keeping Valeri Nichushkin’s huge 
frame around for another eight years means fans of the defending 
champs are definitely going to have the party going all summer. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

For a while there, it felt like there was a real chance Evgeni Malkin could 
walk out the door. But his decision to re-sign right before the market 
opened means both he and Kris Letang — after a season’s worth of 
speculation — will be back with the club for what is likely to be the final 
good years of their careers. I don’t know how these deals will look in 
Year 4, but that’s not the point for Pittsburgh; by keeping both, GM Ron 
Hextall wedged a crowbar in his team’s Stanley Cup window and kept 
that thing open for at least another spring or two. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

What the new goalie battery of Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov lacks in 
security, it might make up for with upside. Murray has championship 
pedigree and lost his way in Ottawa; Samsonov was a first-round pick 
who looked like a surefire No. 1 in the early stages of his development. 
The latter is just 25 and more than one guy at his position only began to 
find himself at that age. Signing 1998 Curtis Joseph wasn’t an option for 
the Leafs and GM Kyle Dubas did a decent job navigating the situation in 
front of him. 

Nothing about how the Calgary Flames played this should actually leave 
them labelled as “losers.” They selected Gaudreau in the fourth round of 
the 2011 Draft, showing faith on a tiny player nobody else stepped up to 
take. Gaudreau scored a goal in his very first game with Calgary and 
netted his final tally as a Flame in what turned out to be his last contest 
with the club, the overtime affair Edmonton won to claim the Battle of 
Alberta in Round 2 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. In between those events, 
Gaudreau did enough for Calgary and GM Brad Treliving to put forth a 
max-term eight-year offer that various reports said came in with an AAV 
of $10.5 million. It’s not Calgary’s fault he didn’t take it, but it leaves the 
Flames hurting. 

If he wasn’t going to sign in Calgary, it seemed certain close-to-home 
places like Jersey, Long Island or Philadelphia would be the top options. 
The Devils, in particular, appeared to be a natural landing spot with an 
on-the-rise core headlined by centres Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier. 
Adding Palat takes some of the sting out, but that’s not what Devils 
supporters were dreaming of when they woke up on Wednesday 
morning. 

For all the fist-pumping going on in Columbus, there’s surely some head-
shaking going on elsewhere. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Have we entered the hangover phase of this team’s spend-like-drunken-
sailors approach? If you’re going to celebrate acquiring Jack Eichel and 
landing UFAs like Alex Pietrangelo, you have to mourn seeing top-tier 
talent kicked out the door for nothing but a little breathing room in return. 
Clearing cap hits is an annual summer tradition for Vegas now and, 12 
months after shipping out Marc-Andre Fleury for peanuts, the Knights 
had to move Pacioretty and his $7-million hit for future considerations. 
The left winger might be coming off an injury-ravaged season, but he’s 
produced 154 points in 158 outings for Vegas the past three years. 
Seeing a player like that leave town for nothing goes beyond the “cost of 
doing business.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mitch Marner opens up about carjacking: 'I don't think the 
fear hits you until after' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

July 14, 2022, 10:07 PM 

 

TORONTO – Mitch Marner’s support of mental health initiatives has 
taken on a more personal turn this off-season, as he has had flashbacks 
of being carjacked in May. 

A frightening incident the Toronto Maple Leafs star calmly reflected on 
nearly two months later, while hosting his annual Marner Assist Fund 
charity event. 

“It was definitely a crazy day. Lucky enough none of us were hurt. Me 
and my fiancée (Stephanie LaChance) were perfectly OK coming out of 
it. So, that's all that really matters in the end,” Marner said Thursday, 
kicking off his fundraiser. 

“But it definitely does affect you mentally. It definitely does come into 
your mind for a couple of weeks straight there. Just kind of hits you back 
and forth driving a car or something like that. So, we were lucky enough 
to have people around that we can talk to and have these stories to tell 
and get feedback. So, definitely mental health is something important to 
me and my family — and something that we really take serious.” 

In May, Toronto Police went searching for three suspects armed with two 
handguns and a knife. The thieves took off in Marner’s black Range 
Rover outside the Queensway movie theatre, a short drive from the 
Maple Leafs’ training facility in Etobicoke. 

Inspector Rich Harris told reporters at the time that Toronto police have 
seen 60 carjackings already in the city this year, compared to 59 in all of 
2021. 

"These are nearly all sold for profit," Harris said, adding that police have 
made 20 carjacking arrests this year. 

Marner’s teammate Jake Muzzin said seeing his friend endure such a 
scare underscored the importance of checking in with those close to you 

“It's definitely a topic that everyone's talking about — a little bit more 
aware of it. And I think a lot of guys, like Mitchy here tonight, are taking 
action in it,” Muzzin said. 

“Obviously you don't want to see your friend or anyone go through 
something like that. But, I mean, it's the world we live in, and stuff like 
that happens. So, to have resources and to be able to talk about 
situations that are unexpected or unfortunate like that, it makes it easier 
to come out the other side of it. And the Leafs do a good job at providing 
that for us, and it makes it a little bit easier to have someone to talk to.” 

Marner said he and LaChance were bowled over by the outpouring of 
support once the carjacking went public. 

“A lot of great friends, a lot of great family, a lot of connections that I still 
play hockey with, and friends back home,” Marner explained. “We had a 
lot of people reach out to us about that situation and a lot of people 
helping us out. 

“The love and support we got through my friends family, her friends, her 
family and just the fans in general was unbelievable. And we're pretty 
lucky and grateful for it.” 

Today, Marner thinks it was “surreal” that he got held up at gunpoint to 
give up his vehicle. 

“I don't think the fear hits you until after. Just the adrenaline rush is going 
through so hard that I think at that moment you’re just willing to do 
whatever the person asks for. And they wanted the car keys, and that 
was something I was willing to give up (with) what was happening in that 
moment and what was pointed at me,” Marner said. 

“So at that moment, it’s just give ’em the car keys, getting up, getting 
away from the vehicle, and trying to find the closest person, try to call 
911, and try to fix the conflict.” 

The incident impacted the Maple Leafs room significantly, as Marner is 
looked upon as a popular, happy-go-lucky source of positivity. 

“It was scary. Hard to believe something like that happened. I think it puts 
things in perspective at times,” captain and friend John Tavares said. 

“Just really happy that he's OK, and he's doing well. He's a great friend of 
mine. He's got as much energy as I still remember. He does it every 
single day. So, he's come out of it pretty good.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames must learn lessons from Gaudreau exit as Tkachuk 
future looms 

 

Salim Valji 

 

The past 48 hours have been arguably the darkest in Calgary Flames 
franchise history.  

After weeks of endless speculation, following the Flames’ second round 
playoff defeat to the Edmonton Oilers in the Battle of Alberta, Johnny 
Gaudreau – the star winger coming off a career-best 115 points in 2021-
22 – informed the team the day before free agency began that he would 
not re-sign with Calgary and instead test the open market. 

He then shocked the hockey world by inking a seven-year, $68.25-million 
deal with the Columbus Blue Jackets on Wednesday. 

"Calgary was a special place for me. I was part of their organization for 
12 years,” Gaudreau said at his introductory press conference as a Blue 
Jacket on Thursday.  

“I loved every second I was there. But for me, it was just time for me to 
make a bit of a change. I'll leave it at that." 

Negotiations between the Flames and Gaudreau continued through 
Tuesday, but the 28-year-old native of Salem, N.J., eventually left over 
$10 million on the table to move on from Calgary. It’s a serious blow to a 
team that would have been a legitimate Western Conference contender 
had he returned next season. 

With a pivotal negotiation with 24-year-old left-winger Matthew Tkachuk 
on the horizon in an already-pivotal off-season, the organization has to 
assess how the past months off the ice have gone, learn from those 
experiences, and apply them to their upcoming business. 

Gaudreau, who was drafted by Calgary in the fourth round (104th overall) 
in 2011, mentioned that he needed a fresh start and wanted to play in an 
Eastern Conference market to be closer to his family. 

"I always dreamed about playing a tad closer to home,” he said. “It didn't 
matter where I was signing. Our decision was it was best for us not to go 
back to Calgary."  

The next priority for Flames general manager Brad Treliving has to be an 
honest heart-to-heart discussion with Tkachuk, his other star forward, 
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who’s coming off a career-high, 104-point season. Does Tkachuk see 
himself playing in Calgary for the next eight seasons or, like Gaudreau, is 
the native of Scottsdale, Ariz., eyeing a change of scenery? 

Should Tkachuk, the sixth overall pick by the Flames in the 2016 NHL 
Draft, even be slightly on the fence about an extension, Treliving must 
shop the winger on the trade market immediately. Moving the restricted 
free agent before the start of the 2022-23 season would net the Flames 
several assets in the form of young players, prospects and draft picks — 
but would likely start a re-set where the team would not be competitive 
for at least a couple of seasons. 

That scenario might not appeal to Flames fans, but the franchise cannot 
afford a repeat scenario of what happened with Gaudreau. A Tkachuk 
trade would also result in questions about Elias Lindholm, Jacob 
Markstrom, Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin – good players with 
significant trade value – on whether they will be on Calgary’s roster 
should a re-set built around a new core of younger players lead to 
another serious competitive window. 

In recent years, the Flames have lost Gaudreau, TJ Brodie, and Travis 
Hamonic on the free-agent market and received nothing in return. With 
both Tkachuk and Mangiapane now in similar situations, Flames 
management has to evaluate if keeping pending unrestricted free agents 
until the end of their deals instead of trading them (and how they 
negotiate with them) is something that should change. 

In the short term, Calgary has to find scoring in a now-depleted free-
agent market.  

While secondary options like Ryan Strome, Andrew Copp, Max Domi and 
Mason Marchment found new homes (along with Max Pacioretty via 
trade) this week, Calgary’s biggest addition in free agency thus far this 
summer has been fourth-line centre Kevin Rooney. Regardless of long-
term direction, Calgary needs at least one more top-nine forward right 
now. 

If players are not taking their calls or have Calgary on their no-trade lists, 
Treliving has to endeavour to understand why, adapt their pitch, and 
improve what they can offer them outside of salary. 

Gaudreau’s departure reinforces a tough reality in the salary-cap era of 
the NHL: Competitive windows are fleeting and can shut in the blink of an 
eye, even moreso in Canadian markets. 

With Johnny Hockey, Tkachuk, Mangiapane, Markstrom and eight other 
players having career seasons – along with Jack Adams Award coach-of-
the-year winner Darryl Sutter – Calgary won just a single playoff round in 
2022 (and two rounds in total over Gaudreau’s nine-season tenure with 
the Flames). 

Now moving forward without No. 13 on their roster and with no assets or 
playoff runs to show for during his time in Calgary, Flames management 
has to honestly assess whether they fully maximized this particular 
competitive window – and what they have to do differently as they search 
for the next one. 
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TSN.CA / Alleged assault victim will participate in Hockey Canada’s 
rekindled investigation 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault 

A woman who alleges she was sexually assaulted by eight Canadian 
Hockey League players, including some members of Canada’s 2018 
World Juniors team, will participate in Hockey Canada’s rekindled 
investigation into the incident, her lawyer confirmed Thursday. 

“My client will be participating in the Hockey Canada investigation and 
will not be commenting to media at this time due to the reopened 
investigation,” lawyer Rob Talach wrote in an email sent to TSN on 
Thursday. 

Confirmation the alleged victim will cooperate comes the same day the 
organization said it would reopen an investigation into her alleged sexual 
assault following a Hockey Canada event in June 2018. 

The investigation will be led by an independent third party and require all 
players on the 2018 team to participate, the organization said in a 
statement released on Thursday, adding that those who refuse to 
cooperate will be banned from all Hockey Canada activities and 
programs effective immediately. 

“Hockey Canada understands that trust is earned, not given,” the 
organization wrote in its statement. “We have heard from Canadians, 
players, their families, fans, sponsors and those impacted by what 
occurred in 2018. We know you are angry and disappointed in Hockey 
Canada – rightfully so. We know we have not done enough to address 
the actions of some members of the 2018 National Junior Team, or to 
end the culture of toxic behaviour within our game. For that we 
unreservedly apologize.” 

Hockey Canada’s announcement comes two months after news of the 
alleged sexual assault first surfaced. TSN reported that a woman had 
settled a lawsuit filed in April 2022 against Hockey Canada, the Canadian 
Hockey League and eight “John Doe” hockey players. 

In her lawsuit, the woman alleged she was sexually assaulted for hours 
in a hotel room in London, Ont., following a Hockey Canada golf and gala 
event. All her assailants were CHL players and at least some were 
members of Canada’s world juniors team, she alleged. 

“What happened in London, Ontario in 2018 was completely 
unacceptable and we once again apologize to Canadians, the young 
woman, and all those who have been impacted,” Hockey Canada wrote. 

The woman's allegations were never tested in court because of the 
settlement and no criminal charges have been laid. 

Several of Hockey Canada’s sponsors have paused their relationship 
with the organization, saying they were disappointed by how the abuse 
allegation was handled. 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is scheduled to hold 
further hearings to scrutinize the alleged sexual assault on June 26 and 
27 in Ottawa. Hockey Canada faces a Friday deadline to hand over to 
the committee documents, including its financial settlement with the 
alleged victim, Hockey Canada board meeting minutes, and all 
correspondence about the alleged attack. 

“We know we need to do more to address the behaviours, on and off the 
ice, that conflict with what Canadians want hockey to be, and which 
undermine the many good things that the game brings to our country,” 
Hockey Canada wrote in its statement. 

After the alleged assault, Hockey Canada hired the Toronto law firm 
Henein Hutchison to investigate. Hockey Canada did not make it 
mandatory for players to be interviewed and the firm closed its 
investigation without finalizing a report on the incident, Hockey Canada 
president Scott Smith testified in June. 

Hockey Canada did not say if Henein Hutchison would continue to 
manage its investigation. 

After an investigation is complete, the results will be referred to an 
independent adjudicative panel of current and former judges who will 
determine the appropriate consequences, which may include a lifetime 
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ban from Hockey Canada activity. Hockey Canada has not disclosed the 
identities of those judges. 

The organization also said it will require all high-performance players, 
coaches, team staff and volunteers to participate in mandatory sexual 
violence and consent training and will commission a full governance 
review. 

“Hockey Canada will retain an independent, third-party expert to fully 
examine our organization and make recommendations to ensure our 
governance is geared to the requirements of a national organization of 
our scope and influence,” the organization wrote. 

Hockey Canada also pledged to join the new federal government’s new 
Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner (OSIC), which has a mandate 
to independently receive and investigate abuse complaints. 

For complaints related to incidents outside of national team programs, 
Hockey Canada said it will create an independent and confidential 
“complaint mechanism.” 

“Hockey Canada recognizes that toxic behaviour in our sport is a 
systemic issue that must end,” the organization wrote. “We need to 
provide victims and survivors with the tools and support to come forward. 
That is why we are creating a new, fully independent and confidential 
channel to investigate complaints – even those historical in nature.” 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada reopening investigation into alleged 2018 
sexual assault 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Hockey Canada says it is reopening an investigation into the alleged 
sexual assault of a woman by some members of Canada’s 2018 World 
Juniors team following an event the organization held in June 2018. 

The investigation will be led by an independent third party and require all 
players on the 2018 team to participate, the organization said in a 
statement released on Thursday, adding that those who refuse to 
cooperate will be banned from all Hockey Canada activities and 
programs effective immediately. 

“Hockey Canada understands that trust is earned, not given,” the 
organization wrote in its statement. “We have heard from Canadians, 
players, their families, fans, sponsors and those impacted by what 
occurred in 2018. We know you are angry and disappointed in Hockey 
Canada – rightfully so. We know we have not done enough to address 
the actions of some members of the 2018 National Junior Team, or to 
end the culture of toxic behaviour within our game. For that we 
unreservedly apologize.” 

Hockey Canada’s announcement comes two months after news of the 
alleged sexual assault first surfaced. TSN reported that a woman had 
settled a lawsuit filed in April 2022 against Hockey Canada, the Canadian 
Hockey League and eight “John Doe” hockey players. 

In her lawsuit, the woman alleged she was sexually assaulted for hours 
in a hotel room in London, Ont., following a Hockey Canada golf and gala 
event. All her assailants were CHL players and at least some were 
members of Canada’s world juniors team, she alleged. 

“What happened in London, Ontario in 2018 was completely 
unacceptable and we once again apologize to Canadians, the young 
woman, and all those who have been impacted,” Hockey Canada wrote. 

The woman's allegations were never tested in court because of the 
settlement and no criminal charges have been laid. 

Several of Hockey Canada’s sponsors have paused their relationship 
with the organization, saying they were disappointed by how the abuse 
allegation was handled. 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is scheduled to hold 
further hearings to scrutinize the alleged sexual assault on June 26 and 
27 in Ottawa. Hockey Canada faces a Friday deadline to hand over to 
the committee documents including its financial settlement with the 
alleged victim, Hockey Canada board meeting minutes, and all 
correspondence about the alleged attack. 

“We know we need to do more to address the behaviours, on and off the 
ice, that conflict with what Canadians want hockey to be, and which 
undermine the many good things that the game brings to our country,” 
Hockey Canada wrote in its statement. 

After the alleged assault, Hockey Canada hired the Toronto law firm 
Henein Hutchison to investigate. Hockey Canada did not make it 
mandatory for players to be interviewed and the firm closed its 
investigation without finalizing a report on the incident, Hockey Canada 
President Scott Smith testified in June. 

Hockey Canada did not say if Henein Hutchison would continue to 
manage its investigation. 

After an investigation is complete, the results will be referred to an 
independent adjudicative panel of current and former judges who will 
determine the appropriate consequences, which may include a lifetime 
ban from Hockey Canada activity. Hockey Canada has not disclosed the 
identities of those judges. 

The organization also said it will require all high-performance players, 
coaches, team staff and volunteers to participate in mandatory sexual 
violence and consent training and will commission a full governance 
review. 

“Hockey Canada will retain an independent, third-party expert to fully 
examine our organization and make recommendations to ensure our 
governance is geared to the requirements of a national organization of 
our scope and influence,” the organization wrote. 

Hockey Canada also pledged to join the new federal government’s new 
Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner (OSIC), which has a mandate 
to independently receive and investigate abuse complaints. 

For complaints related to incidents outside of national team programs, 
Hockey Canada said it will create an independent and confidential 
“complaint mechanism.” 

“Hockey Canada recognizes that toxic behaviour in our sport is a 
systemic issue that must end,” the organization wrote. “We need to 
provide victims and survivors with the tools and support to come forward. 
That is why we are creating a new, fully independent and confidential 
channel to investigate complaints – even those historical in nature.” 
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NHL free agency winners, losers: Blue Jackets strike with top prize; 
Blackhawks' tank is on 

 

Mike Brehm, USA TODAY 

6-7 minutes 14/07/2022 
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When winger Johnny Gaudreau told the Calgary Flames that he was 
heading to free agency, speculation was rampant about where he'd land. 

Could the Philadelphia Flyers clear out enough cap space to land the 
South Jersey native? Could he join the New Jersey Devils or New York 
Islanders, which had cap space? 

Instead, he went to the Columbus Blue Jackets with a seven-year deal 
averaging $9.75 million. 

The Blue Jackets are the early winner of free agency by surprisingly 
landing the biggest prize and USA TODAY Sports' No. 1 free agent, a 
115-point scorer who will help them improve on their sixth-place finish in 
the Metropolitan Division. And he'll have plenty of chance to play in front 
of family by being in the same division as the Flyers, Devils and 
Islanders. 

Nazem Kadri and John Klingberg remained unsigned, which would affect 
this list, but here are early winners and losers of NHL free agency: 

WINNERS 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Not long ago, the Blue Jackets were losing free agents or having to trade 
them. But Gaudreau's arrival will change that perception, especially since 
he told the Blue Jackets they were "one of his true primary destinations," 
according to general manager Jarmo Kekaleinen. Gaudreau is a six-time 
All-Star and one of the game's top passers. His presence will help the 
Blue Jackets' bid to get Patrik Laine signed long-term, though they'll have 
to move someone out for that to happen. Now, Gaudreau will just have to 
get used to the Nationwide Arena cannon. 

Detroit Red Wings 

The rebuild took a step forward with their signing of Michigan native 
Andrew Copp, wingers David Perron and Dominik Kubalik and 
defensemen Ben Chiarot, Olli Maatta and Mark Pysyk. Plus they 
improved their goaltending earlier by trading for and signing Ville Husso. 
Said Copp of the Red Wings: "It's very similar to the teams I've played on 
in Winnipeg and New York where you kind of go from out of the playoffs, 
and all of a sudden, you're a contender." 

Ottawa Senators 

Claude Giroux also came home and the veteran leader will help this 
young team take another step forward. The Senators earlier added Alex 
DeBrincat and goaltender Cam Talbot to play alongside rising players 
Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Tim Stutzle, Josh Norris and Thomas 
Chabot. "We can build something here," Giroux told NHL Network. 

Washington Capitals 

They started the day with no NHL goaltenders under contract. They 
ended the day with Stanley Cup winner Darcy Kuemper and Charlie 
Lindgren, who was strong in a short stint with the Blues last season. 
They're an upgrade over the inconsistent Vitek Vanecek and Ilya 
Samsonov. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

They lost center Vincent Trocheck to free agency but took advantage of 
teams with cap issues to acquire forward Max Pacioretty and 
defenseman Brent Burns and lost only fourth-liner Steven Lorentz off the 
roster. Pacioretty, when healthy, is a productive goal scorer, and Burns 
had more points (54) than traded Tony DeAngelo (51). The Sharks 
retained one third of Burns' salary. 

WINNER AND LOSER 

Tampa Bay Lightning  

Mikhail Sergachev, Anthony Cirelli and Erik Cernak signing eight-year 
extensions is big. The core is locked in long-term. But the perennial 
Stanley Cup finalists didn't have the cap space to hang on to playoff star 
Ondrej Palat and defensemen Jan Rutta and Ryan McDonagh. Forward 

Vladislav Namestnikov and defenseman Ian Cole were added in free 
agency. General manager Julien BriseBois announced that Cirelli and 
defenseman Zach Bogosian had shoulder surgery and won't be back 
until at least late November. 

LOSERS 

Calgary Flames 

TSN's Pierre LeBrun reported that the Flames had offered $84 million 
over eight years to Gaudreau. The soon-to-be father left about $16 
million on the table to be closer to family in the East. The Flames got 
nothing in return as he signed with the Blue Jackets. How will that affect 
contract talks with restricted free agent Matthew Tkachuk? 

Chicago Blackhawks 

They had to fill the roster after parting with DeBrincat, Kirby Dach, Dylan 
Strome and Kubalik in a rebuild. Max Domi, Andreas Athanasiou and 
Colin Blackwell don't match what was moved out. If the Blackhawks' goal 
is to tank for a better shot at 2023 top draft prospect Connor Bedard, 
remember that the last-place Sabres missed out on Connor McDavid in 
the 2015 draft lottery. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Gaudreau grew up nearby and was available, but the team had no cap 
space and couldn't move contracts to clear some. "We looked at some 
different options, but the price of moving contracts is really expensive," 
general manager Chuck Fletcher said. Buying out popular player and 
cancer survivor Oskar Lindblom was a tough business decision, but that 
move only allowed them to bring back defenseman Justin Braun and sign 
rugged winger Nic Deslauriers. The 29th-place Flyers could struggle 
again, even with the coaching change to John Tortorella. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

They let goalie Jack Campbell leave and brought in Matt Murray and 
Samsonov. Granted, Campbell hadn't led Toronto out of the first round 
and Murray is a two-time Stanley Cup winner. But those titles with the 
Penguins were five and six years ago and Murray was often hurt with the 
Senators. If he can stay healthy and Samsonov thrives under a prove-it 
deal, this could work. We'll have to wait and see. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

They gave away Pacioretty for future considerations in order to re-sign 
Reilly Smith and earlier gave up Evgenii Dadonov for injured Shea 
Weber's contract. Cap troubles continue to haunt this team. 
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