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Ranking the best NHL players and prospects under 23: Jack Hughes tops the list 

By Corey Pronman 

Welcome to this year’s edition of the under-23 NHL player 
rankings. 

After ranking every organization’s best young players, we will 
build off the analysis from the NHL Pipeline Rankings by 
ranking the best young players overall on teams’ reserve 
lists, meaning within an NHL organization, in or outside the 
league. This is a ranking meant to show who I think will have 
the best pro careers, not who I would take in a game 
tomorrow. This is also a good exercise to show how the last 
five age groups compare to each other, as this largely spans 
the player pool from the 2018 through 2022 NHL drafts. 

A player must be 22 years old or younger as of Sept. 15, 
2022, to qualify. 

This list is my opinion of who I think will become the core 
NHL players from those draft classes; we’ve had the benefit 
of time to see how some of them have developed. With 170 
players listed, that comes out to about 34 players per draft 
that I see as potential quality NHL players. 

Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. 
Tool grades are based on a scale with six separate levels, 
with an eye toward how this attribute would grade in the NHL 
(poor, below-average, average, above-average, high-end 
and elite). “Average” on this scale means the tool projects as 
NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a criticism. 
Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player is graded. Shot grades are only 
included if a shot is notably good or poor. 

Bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

1. Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2019 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Hughes was injured for a portion of the season, but 
when healthy he was an impact NHLer, having a true 
breakout season and looking like the No. 1 pick of the 2019 
NHL Draft. His talent jumps out due to his outstanding 
skating with very good speed and better edge work. He’s 
also a highly skilled and imaginative puck handler who can 
make difficult plays at high speeds. Hughes lacks size but 
plays without fear and competes hard. He also showed a 
little more goal-scoring touch this season. He projects as a 
perennial All-Star who could touch the top of the scoring 
leaders at times in his career. 

2. Moritz Seider, D, Detroit 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 208 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Seider’s first NHL season was the best-case 
scenario. He stepped in right away and was an impactful 
defenseman for the Wings. He’s a tall, mobile right-shot 
defender who plays the game hard and with skill. Defensively 
he’s a rock due to his length and skating combined with an 
edge he brings to his game. He closes on checks at a high 
level and breaks up a lot of plays. The offensive parts of his 
game continue to improve and look like a clear strength. He 
ran Detroit’s PP1, showing instances of high-end skill and 
playmaking at both ends of the rink. Seider looks like a 
player who will be a star defenseman in the league for a long 
time and will likely get Norris votes in his career. 

3. Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim 

21 years old | 6 feet | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Zegras’ rookie NHL season went as well as you 
could have hoped. He was one of the most creative players 
in the league this season and a big reason why Anaheim 
threatened for a playoff spot in the first half of the season. He 
makes special plays with the puck consistently due to his 
skill and offensive IQ, showing a rare combination of elite 
imagination and the ability to improvise under pressure, both 
as a handler and a passer. Zegras isn’t the fastest player 
you’ll ever see or an amazing defensive player, but his 
compete is sneaky good. He doesn’t get pushed around 
physically, which helps complement his amazing puck game. 
He’s going to be a star in the NHL for a long time. 

4. Quinn Hughes, D, Vancouver 

22 years old | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2018 
Skating: Elite 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Hughes had a monster season, coming just under 
a point/game as a 22-year-old defenseman in the NHL and 
playing major minutes for the Canucks. He’s dynamic with 
the puck due to his elite skating and playmaking ability. 
Hughes has a distinct skating stride that makes him highly 
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elusive at both ends and allows his game to have a lot of 
pace. He makes highly skilled and creative plays with the 
puck at a high frequency as well. He’ll always be an offense-
tilted player, but his defense should be good enough given 
his mobility and Hughes got regular PK time for the first time 
this season. 

5. Brady Tkachuk, LW, Ottawa 

22 years old | 6-foot-4 | 212 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Elite 

Analysis: Brady Tkachuk took steps forward this season, 
producing offense at higher levels and establishing himself 
as one of the premier power forwards in the game. Tkachuk 
has very good hands and sees the ice well. Those aspects 
are secondary to how he imposes himself physically on a 
game though. He wins so many battles, is a menace around 
the net and when he’s bearing down on a defender he can 
lay them out. His physicality is matched by his effort to go 
with his large frame. Tkachuk lacks great footspeed, but it’s 
not an issue given how good the rest of his game is. 

NHL All-Star 

6. Andrei Svechnikov, LW, Carolina 

22 years old | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Svechnikov had an excellent season, emerging as 
a go-to player on a top NHL team, although his postseason 
performance was quite underwhelming in contrast. 
Svechnikov has every trait you want in an NHL player. He’s 
big, fast, powerful, competitive and full of offensive 
imagination. He can create with pace, can get inside and can 
create from the perimeter too. Is he the kind of player who 
can take over a game? His playoffs say otherwise, but 
everything else looks like a player who will be a frequent All-
Star. 

7. Rasmus Dahlin, D, Buffalo 

22 years old | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Four years into Rasmus Dahlin’s NHL career, I 
think everyone’s eyes are starting to become wide open to 
what he is and isn’t. He’s an offensive dynamo. There are 
few defensemen with his frame who can handle the puck like 
him and make the kind of unique offensive plays he can. His 
brain operates at a high level of creativity and vision. Dahlin 

was much more confident using his skill to attack this 
season. He’s a good skater with good reach, but Dahlin’s not 
a strong defender due to a lack of physicality and doesn’t 
look like a player you’ll be projecting to take tough minutes. 
Even with that in mind, he looks like a long-time impactful 
NHL defenseman who will often be atop the scoring leaders 
for his position. 

8. Tim Stützle, C, Ottawa 

20 years old | 6-foot-1 | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2020 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Stützle had a great season, scoring 58 points this 
season in the NHL only two years removed from being 
drafted. He’s a dynamic all-around player. His skating is 
fantastic, with good speed and high-end edges that make 
him highly elusive. Stützle makes a ton happen at fast 
speeds, from how he beat defenders with speed and skill, to 
how he creates for his teammates while on the move. Stützle 
plays the game with a lot of effort and without fear, frequently 
getting to the net and being responsible without the puck. He 
projects as a true star, with a chance to do so down the 
middle even if that’s not a lock. 

9. Lucas Raymond, RW, Detroit 

20 years old | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Raymond was about as good as anyone could 
have reasonably hoped he would have been in the NHL as a 
teenager. He played significant minutes, ran the PP1 flank 
and was a go-to player for the Red Wings as a teenager. 
Raymond’s puck game is exceptional. He has the elite hands 
to make defenders miss and maintain possession like a top 
player. He’s a highly creative playmaker who can wait out 
seams. He also has a strong wrist shot and it’s what makes 
him deadly on the man advantage. Raymond lacks ideal size 
and speed, but he’s shifty and doesn’t get hit much. He looks 
like a budding star who will be a top scorer in the league for 
a while. 

10. Alexis Lafrenière, RW, New York Rangers 

20 years old | 6-foot-1 | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Lafrenière had a solid second NHL campaign. It 
wasn’t the big numbers you were hoping for, but he was very 
good in the NHL playoffs giving hope for better things to 
come. With the puck on his stick in the offensive zone, he’s 
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very dangerous. He can beat NHL defensemen with his stick 
handling. He can make creative passes and hit seams. 
Lafrenière also doesn’t shy from going to the net to create 
offense in the high percentage areas. His main issue is his 
lack of NHL footspeed, which has caused his start to his 
career to be bumpier than expected. I still think with time and 
physical maturity he can become a true star on the wing who 
can be a big part of a good NHL lineup even if he may not be 
the guy I thought would carry a team like I did when he was 
in junior. 

11. Luke Hughes, D, New Jersey 

18 years old | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2021 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Luke Hughes was excellent as a freshman this 
season, particularly in the second half when he went on an 
offensive tear. His athletic tools are freakish. He’s an 
exceptional skater like his brothers Jack and Quinn. Unlike 
them, he also has a large frame to go with that skating. He’s 
a highly-skilled, confident puck handler, which combined with 
his reach and feet allow him to keep puck possession for 
long stretches of time. He’s not the best playmaker you’ll 
ever see, but he can make plays, and cut down on his dumb 
risks from his junior days. Hughes has NHL star qualities and 
I think he will become an impactful defenseman in the league 
in a few years. 

12. Seth Jarvis, RW, Carolina 

20 years old | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Analysis: Jarvis was extremely impressive for a teenager in 
the NHL, seeing his role increase as the season went along, 
and into a key player for Carolina in the playoffs. His game is 
played at max effort and full speed. Jarvis is an excellent 
skater who despite lacking size, plays without fear. He 
attacks the net with frequency even at the NHL level, and 
despite his age was able to win battles. He combines that 
effort with a ton of skill and the ability to make plays from the 
perimeter. Jarvis has continued to trend up year over year 
and looks on the path to becoming a true star in the league. 

Bubble NHL All-Star and top-of-the-lineup player 

13. Dylan Cozens, C, Buffalo 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: It’s easy to like Dylan Cozens’ game. Even though 
he didn’t have a huge NHL season, he was only 20 years 
old, and the Cozens you saw at the World Championships 
where he was one of the best players I think is the real 
Cozens. He checks every box you look for in an NHL player. 
Big centers who can skate, make plays, and score goals are 
rare. You add his strong compete level and someone who 
wants to be a complete center and I think you have all the 
ingredients of a future impactful center. 

14. Matthew Beniers, C, Seattle 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Beniers had an excellent season. He was a top 
player in college, a go-to option for USA’s Olympic team and 
ended his season with 9 points in 10 NHL games. He’s a 
well-rounded center with no notable flaw in his skill set. 
Beniers can play with NHL pace, skill, and energy. He’s able 
to create controlled entries with his skating and hands. He 
can create around the net, while also having vision off the 
perimeter and a good shot that can score from the dots. He’s 
a reliable defensive center who projects to take tough 
minutes right at the top of an NHL lineup with a chance to be 
a star two-way pivot. 

15. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Montreal 

18 years old | 6-foot-4 | 229 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a 
top NHL forward. He’s a 6-foot-4 winger who can beat 
opponents with speed and skill. He possesses outstanding 
puck skills and can put pucks through legs and sticks at a 
very high rate. Slafkovsky can use finesse, or power and 
quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can also set 
up and finish plays well. Physically, he won’t run over guys 
but his compete is good enough. He projects as a top-line 
winger with the potential to pop and become a true star in the 
NHL. 

16. Shane Wright, C, Seattle 

18 years old | 6 feet | 199 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Wright is a very well-rounded center who has no 
noticeable flaw in his skill set but there also isn’t a ton about 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 29, 2022 

 

his game that gets you overly excited. He can skate and 
handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s game translates 
because of his compete and direct style of play. He takes 
pucks to the net and plays quick. He can pull up to make a 
tough pass but can take pucks to the interior too. He has the 
high-end vision to run a power-play unit and make tough 
plays with pace. His shot is very good, showing the ability to 
pick corners from long range consistently. Off the puck he’s 
competitive and responsible, showing maturity beyond his 
years. He projects as a No. 1 center in the NHL due to his 
all-around play with a chance to be a star, but probably won’t 
be an elite scorer in the league. 

17. Logan Cooley, C, Arizona 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck 
on his stick you instantly notice him because of his high-end 
speed, skill and offensive IQ. He can make highly creative 
dekes and passes at full speed. The pace of his game is why 
I think he will be a top NHL player. He takes pucks up the ice 
and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he plays hard. He 
can drive play at even strength while also having the vision 
and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the 
walls. He projects as a first-line center with a chance to be a 
true star No. 1 center. 

18. Bowen Byram, D, Colorado 

21 years old | 6 feet | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2019 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Byram missed a large chunk of the season due to 
concussion symptoms, but when healthy he was extremely 
impressive and played big minutes in the playoffs during 
Colorado’s run. His skating is outstanding. He has high-end 
edge work with good speed. He can evade pressure so well 
at both ends and dances on the offensive blue line. Byram 
has good offensive touch and sense with the puck, but it’s 
his feet that drive his offense. He doesn’t shy from physical 
play defensively and with his skating, once he matures he 
projects to become a shutdown defender. The big thing with 
Byram is staying healthy. If he does, he’s a top pair 
defenseman all day with a chance to become a true NHL 
Star. 

19. Evan Bouchard, D, Edmonton 

22 years old | 6-foot-3 | 194 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Bouchard emerged this season as an important 
part of the Oilers’ lineup, scoring over 40 points in the NHL. 
He’s a super smart puck-mover who hit a lot of seams in the 
offensive zone. He has great poise at both ends to hold 
pucks to wait out lanes and make the right plays. Bouchard 
also has a hard point shot that lets him be a versatile player 
on the power play. Bouchard is more offense-tilted due to his 
so-so mobility. He had some stretches of iffy defensive play 
this season but also had regular PK duty and with his size 
and brain, I don’t think it’ll be as big an issue. He projects as 
a top pair defenseman who helps a power play in a major 
way and has a chance to be a star. 

20. Owen Power, D, Buffalo 

19 years old | 6-foot-6 | 214 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Power didn’t pop off in his second college season 
as I thought he may do, but he was still one of the best 
defensemen in the NCAA. His best hockey was probably in 
the cancelled world juniors where he took over games. 
Power isn’t a player that will land on a lot of highlight reels, 
but as a huge, mobile defenseman with puck-moving skill, it’s 
easy to imagine him playing high in an NHL lineup for a long 
time. He’s not the most physical defender, but with his reach 
and feet he’ll make plenty of stops with strong offense. He 
projects as a legit top-of-the-lineup defenseman with some 
star potential. 

Top of the lineup player or top-tier starting goaltender 

21. Matthew Boldy, RW, Minnesota 

21 years old | 6-foot-2 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Boldy had an excellent season, playing up in the 
NHL for most of his year and helping the Wild become a top 
offensive team in the league. Boldy has tremendous puck 
skills and vision. He displays the soft touch to execute tough 
plays at a high rate and is a very creative player inside the 
offensive zone. He can create off the perimeter and in tough 
areas. The only drawback of his game is a lack of footspeed, 
but to date it hasn’t held him back from being successful as a 
pro. Boldy is trending towards becoming a legitimate top-line 
winger in the league. 

22. Quinton Byfield, C, Los Angeles 

19 years old | 6-foot-4 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Byfield didn’t have an overly productive season, but 
he was up with the Kings for most of the year when he was 
healthy. He’s still rated this highly due to his tremendous 
toolkit and potential. There aren’t many 6-4 forwards in the 
NHL with his skill who have the speed to get by NHL 
defensemen. He may not be the most dynamic or instinctive 
player with the puck, but I think Byfield is going to score a lot. 
He still has top of the lineup projection in my book. I wonder 
if he’s a first liner if it may have to be on the wing although 
I’m still not ruling out him becoming a true 1C. 

23. David Jiricek, D, Columbus 

18 years old | 6-foot-3 | 189 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes 
an impact at both ends of the rink. He has great individual 
skill to make opponents miss. You combine that with very 
good vision and a hard point shot, and inside the offensive 
zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous on a 
power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets 
around well enough. What his skating looks like post-knee 
surgery is something to monitor. He shows some shiftiness 
to pull away from checks, but lacks ideal speed and burst for 
the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well due to his reach 
and a high level of physical play, often punishing opposing 
forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair 
defenseman. 

24. Mason McTavish, C, Anaheim 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 207 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: McTavish had an eventful season bouncing 
between the NHL, AHL, two OHL teams, the World Juniors 
and the Olympics but for the most part found success 
wherever he went. McTavish is a well-rounded player. He 
can play with pace and skill, showing the ability to make 
tough offensive plays on the move. He can create and finish 
chances, while also having a high compete level and being 
able to grind his way to more chances and puck possession. 
He looks like a potential first-line center in the NHL, probably 
a lower-end No. 1 but I’m not ruling out a higher top side for 
him. 

25. Dylan Guenther, RW, Arizona 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Guenther was a dominant CHL player this season, 
being a top player on a top team. He’s a versatile and well-
rounded prospect. Guenther can skate and handle the puck 
like an NHLer. He’s smart and can make plays, but there’s 
no doubt he’s a goal-scorer and his shot is his main threat. 
He can pick corners from long-range and has a great one-
timer. Guenther isn’t all offense, as he competes hard off the 
puck, can PK, and even played some center for Edmonton 
this season. He projects as a top line winger, with a chance 
to pop and become a star. 

26. Simon Nemec, D, New Jersey 

18 years old | 6 feet | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His 
puck game is great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot 
of tough plays often. Nemec can hit seams, make plays 
under pressure and makes a great outlet pass. He also 
shows individual skill which, when combined with good 
speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. 
Defensively he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain, 
even though he’s not imposing physically and can be trusted 
with tough responsibilities. Nemec projects as a top pair 
defenseman who could run a PP1 in the NHL. 

27. Jake Sanderson, D, Ottawa 

20 years old | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Sanderson had a tough season in that he was 
often injured, but when healthy he was tremendous. He’s a 
high-end athlete, with a large, powerful frame and great 
skating ability. He has good speed and great edges. 
Sanderson can easily lead a rush up ice, evade pressure 
and closes his gaps like a pro. He is an excellent defender 
due to his reach, physicality and mobility. He showed more 
confidence and creativity this season offensively, looking to 
create with his skill and making a lot happen. Sanderson 
projects as a true top pair defenseman with a chance to be a 
legit No. 1 defenseman. 

28. Lukas Reichel, LW, Chicago 

20 years old | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Reichel had an excellent season, being a 
point/game winger in the AHL as a teenager. He’s a well-
rounded forward prospect who has NHL skill and can play at 
an NHL pace. He’s able to beat defenders one-on-one at a 
high rate while also being able to hit seams and make 
creative plays. Reichel isn’t overly physical, but his game has 
a lot of energy and he doesn’t shy from using his speed to 
attack the high percentage areas. The toolkit itself doesn’t 
look high-end, but the results consistently are, and Reichel is 
trending to becoming a top-line winger. 

29. Anton Lundell, C, Florida 

20 years old | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Lundell had a great rookie NHL season, scoring a 
lot of offense despite getting little power play time and 
providing well-rounded play down the middle. Despite his 
young age he plays like a mature NHL player. He’s a 
competitive, intelligent center who wins a lot of battles and is 
responsible defensively. He brings a high skill level and very 
good vision to that mix. Lundell’s feet will never be a selling 
point of his game, but he didn’t show any issues with the 
NHL pace. He may never be the flashiest player on a team, 
but Lundell looks on the trajectory to be a true top-of-the-
lineup two-way center for a long time in the NHL. 

30. Cole Caufield, LW, Montreal 

21 years old | 5-foot-7 | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Caufield’s first half of the season was tough but he 
went on a tear following the coaching change in the second 
half. He’s significantly undersized by NHL standards and 
doesn’t have great speed but everything else about his game 
pops. Caufield has tremendous hands. He’s very shifty and 
hard to hit. He sees the ice well and has a high-end shot that 
can pick corners from distance. He looks like he’ll be a legit 
top-line/30-goal type for a while. 

31. Noah Dobson, D, New York Islanders 

22 years old | 6-foot-4 | 184 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Dobson had a breakout season, scoring 50 points 
and playing a major role for the Islanders’ blue line. He’s a 
big, mobile right-shot who can generate a lot of controlled 
exits and entries due to his mobility and passing. His offense 
isn’t always the flashiest type, but he makes a lot of plays 
and has a hard point shot. I don’t view Dobson as overly 
physical, but with his reach and feet he’ll be good defensively 
in the league even if he doesn’t take tough minutes yet. He 
looks on track to be a long-term top pair defenseman with a 
chance to be a star. 

32. Simon Edvinsson, D, Detroit 

19 years old | 6-foot-4 | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Edvinsson was an important defenseman for 
Frolunda as an 18-year-old and posted impressive point 
totals with no power play time. He’s a very well-rounded 
player. Edvinsson is a big defender who skates quite well for 
his size, and closes on checks at a high rate due to his 
reach, feet and physicality. He breaks up a lot of plays and 
can turn plays up ice with his skating and puck-moving 
ability. The offense may never be elite in his game, but he 
has second PP upside skill to go with a very good defensive 
game. Edvinsson projects as a top pair defenseman with a 
chance to be a star. 

33. Arthur Kaliyev, RW, Los Angeles 

21 years old | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Kaliyev played all season up with the Kings getting 
regular power play time. Kaliyev is very dangerous inside the 
offensive zone due to his great offensive sense and shot. 
He’s a threat to score in the NHL from the perimeter while 
also having the vision to make difficult plays with the puck. 
You’d like to see him get to the interior parts of the zone a 
little more, which is partly due to a lack of physicality and a 
lack of footspeed on his part. The rest of his toolkit is so 
good though that I think you can envision him still becoming 
a top-line winger. 

34. Jamie Drysdale, D, Anaheim 

19 years old | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Drysdale played a significant role for the Ducks as 
a teenage defenseman. He was able to play in the league 
because of his fantastic skating ability. He’s an incredibly 
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fluid skater who can close on checks well, evade pressure, 
skate pucks up and walk the blue line at a clear NHL level 
due to his feet. He’s not an offensive dynamo but he’s a 
clever, efficient puck-mover who can make plays with his 
brain and feet. Drysdale’s defending wasn’t great this season 
but given his age and frame that was to be expected. With 
time I think he will be a great two-way defenseman in the 
NHL. 

35. Kent Johnson, LW, Columbus 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 168 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Johnson had a strong sophomore season but 
arguably looked more impressive in the various times he 
suited up for Team Canada. He’s a player who exudes skill. 
He is such a creative puck handler and passer who can 
make chances happen out of nothing. He can run a power 
play and projects to be a big part of an NHL man advantage. 
His game can lack dimensions in terms of speed or 
physicality which can make him a frustrating player to watch 
at times, but when he’s on he’s truly dynamic. Johnson 
projects as a top-line winger. 

36. Martin Fehervary, D, Washington 

22 years old | 6-foot-2 | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 46 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Fehervary at age 22 stepped into the league and 
looked like a top-four defenseman for Washington. He’s an 
excellent skater with a high motor and decent size, and that 
combination allows him to make a lot of stops. He’s hard to 
play against and with his skating he’s able to close on plays 
very easily. Offensively he doesn’t stand out, but he can 
make the first pass and use his feet to transition pucks. 
Fehervary looks like he’ll be a true top-of-the-lineup 
defenseman. 

37. Joel Farabee, LW, Philadelphia 

22 years old | 6 feet | 164 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Farabee played big minutes for the Flyers this 
season and was a regular on both special teams. He’s a 
highly intelligent and competitive forward. Farabee makes a 
lot of plays and has very good individual skill to go with his 
playmaking. He can beat you with skill or with his work ethic, 
regularly winning a lot of battles. He isn’t that physically 
imposing or fast though, but everything else about his game 
is good enough that he can be a legit top-line winger for a 

long time, even though I don’t ever think his scoring totals 
will be massive. 

38. Cole Perfetti, LW, Winnipeg 

20 years old | 5-foot-10 | 177 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Perfetti didn’t have a long season due to injury but 
when he was healthy he was very good in the AHL and for 
Canada’s U20 team and I liked him in his NHL games too. 
Perfetti is a pure skill type of player who makes a ton of 
plays. He sees the ice at a very high level, making tough 
passes consistently and can make skilled dekes at a high 
rate. Due to his size and so-so skating there were questions 
about how he’d translate to the pros, but he’s so talented that 
he’s shown he can overcome those issue. He looks like a 
future top-line winger. 

39. Jack Quinn, RW, Buffalo 

20 years old | 6 feet | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Quinn had a monster AHL season, scoring 61 
points in 45 games and being named AHL rookie of the year 
as a result. He’s very dangerous with the puck on his stick. 
He has loose, quick hands and can beat defenders one-on-
one at a high frequency. He’s a creative playmaker who can 
also finish chances and do so from range. Quinn’s feet have 
never been his selling point, but he’s so skilled and such a 
good scorer I think he can become a true top-line winger. 

40. Spencer Knight, G, Florida 

20 years old | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Knight’s first full pro season was up and down, with 
a rocky first half particularly. He has all the attributes you 
want in an NHL goalie between his frame, good enough 
lateral quickness, strong hockey sense and he’s quite good 
at playing the puck as well. He’s a technically refined goalie 
who can make difficult saves and look efficient in doing so. 
The pace of the NHL level looked a little quick for him at 
times. Given his track record of success, however, I’m willing 
to chalk it up to a 20-year-old goalie learning the level. With 
time I still see Knight becoming a very good starting 
goaltender. 

41. Kirby Dach, C, Montreal 

21 years old | 6-foot-4 | 197 pounds | Shoots right 
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Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Dach had a tough third NHL season, which ended 
with him being shipped to Montreal from Chicago at the draft. 
Dach is an inconsistent player, but there is still a ton to like 
about his game. As a 6-foot-4 center who can skate, handle 
the puck and pass the puck at an NHL level he looks like a 
guy who is going to find a way to score in the league for a 
long time. His effort isn’t amazing, but he killed penalties this 
season and I don’t mind his compete overall. He just may 
never be this big-time scorer, but even if he’s not I see a 
future excellent top-six center, and possibly even a low-end 
No. 1. 

42. Peyton Krebs, LW, Buffalo 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Krebs had a solid first full pro season, and his best 
NHL stretches were in Buffalo after he was a key part of the 
Jack Eichel trade. He’s a well-rounded hockey player, who 
can play multiple positions effectively and play at both ends 
of the rink. Krebs has NHL speed and skill, but it’s his 
playmaking and effort that define his game. It’s why despite 
his size he has a very good chance to be a top-six center in 
the NHL. You’d like to see him score a few more goals, but 
even without that I think he can be a high-quality forward 
whether at wing or center. 

Bubble top and middle of the lineup player or quality starting 
goaltender 

43. K’Andre Miller, D, New York Rangers 

22 years old | 6-foot-5 | 210 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Miller has become an important part of the Rangers 
lineup, and was a go-to defenseman for them in the playoffs. 
He can play against good NHL forwards already and get the 
job done due to his length, mobility and physicality. He has 
the potential to be a premier shutdown player. His offense 
isn’t as good, but he can make an outlet pass and has a hard 
point shot. He’s a second-pair defenseman all day, and if the 
offense is more consistent he could become a true top pair 
type of player. 

44. Barrett Hayton, C, Arizona 

21 years old | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Hayton played up all season for the Coyotes in a 
significant role including on both special teams. The shine 
has worn off his name a bit after a great junior career, but I 
still see a very good player. Hayton is a highly skilled player 
who can make plays. He competes well off the puck and is 
reliable at both ends. His feet are just okay and the offense 
hasn’t translated like I thought it would, but I could still see a 
good second-line NHL center who helps at both ends of the 
rink. 

45. Philip Tomasino, RW, Nashville 

20 years old | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Tomasino scored 32 points in the NHL this season 
despite limited ice time. Tomasino’s pure talent is clear top-
six caliber. He’s a powerful skater who can gain a lot of 
controlled entries due to his speed and skill. His physicality 
and effort have been minor issues but he’s worked at it since 
he’s turned pro. He creates so much offense that I think he’ll 
be a good top-six forward, likely on the wing. 

46. Dawson Mercer, RW, New Jersey 

20 years old | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Mercer had a fantastic rookie NHL season, scoring 
42 points and looked like a legit middle-of-the-lineup forward 
from the get-go of his NHL career. Mercer has great 
offensive skills and can make plays, but it’s his work ethic 
that really stands out. As such a young player in the NHL, he 
won a ton of battles and his ability to generate offense in the 
high percentage areas is rare for a player his age. The only 
downside to his game is his footspeed, but everything else 
about his toolkit is clear top-six forward ability. 

47. Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus 

19 years old | 6 feet | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 
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Analysis: Sillinger made the Blue Jackets as an 18-year-old 
and never looked back. It was a slight surprise to see 
someone who isn’t a great skater be a full-time NHL’er so 
quickly, but Sillinger did so because he’s such a fierce 
competitor. He plays a hard, physical brand of hockey and 
wins a surprising amount of battles versus men for his age. 
He’s also a skilled and creative offensive player who has a 
great shot. He has all the makings of a quality top two-line 
NHL center. 

48. Kaapo Kakko, RW, New York Rangers 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 199 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Kakko’s development hasn’t gone as planned even 
though he’s a solid NHL player by age 20 and I think will be 
better in time. I still see a skilled, powerful winger who as 
he’s matured has found more ways to get inside and use his 
body to create offense. I just haven’t seen the high-end 
creativity and instincts I saw at lower levels when combined 
with a lack of speed leaves a lack of dimensions for Kakko to 
be dangerous. With some time I still see a good top-six 
winger, but not the difference maker I envisioned as an 18-
year-old. 

49. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C, Carolina 

22 years old | 6-foot-2 | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

Signed to SPC 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Following the offer sheet drama of last summer, 
Kotkaniemi didn’t have a breakout year but matched his best 
scoring rate from his rookie season. I think if you’re 
expecting a star or someone who will look like a third overall 
pick that’s now what Kotkaniemi is. However, he’s still a big 
center with very good hands and vision who can make a lot 
of plays and provide value to a team. His feet are and always 
have been an issue and hold him back from likely ever 
becoming a true top forward, but I still see a solid top-six 
talent. 

50. William Eklund, LW, San Jose 

19 years old | 5-foot-10 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2021 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Eklund was very good at Sharks camp, making the 
team for a trial period. When he went back to Sweden he 
was good but didn’t stand out like he did the previous 
season, with only one goal in 29 SHL games. He’s a forward 
with dynamic abilities, particularly his skating. Eklund’s 

combination of speed and high-end edgework allows him to 
be quite elusive in open ice. He combines that with very 
good puck skills and offensive creativity as a playmaker. 
He’s not that big but doesn’t shy from going to the net. 
Despite that, you’d like to see more finish in his game 
overall. I still think he’ll be a good top-six forward. He played 
some center this season, versus men opening the possibility 
he could be an NHL center. 

51. Olen Zellweger, D, Anaheim 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Zellweger had a great season, being a top 
defenseman in the CHL and making Canada’s U20 team. 
He’s an excellent puck-mover, who can make NHL-caliber 
skilled plays as a rusher and a passer. Combined with his 
excellent mobility, Zellweger can create offense in several 
ways. Zellweger’s one knock is his size, not many 
defensemen with his frame make it as top-four defensemen 
due to defending issues. His skating is so good though that I 
think he’ll be OK defensively while adding a lot of offense to 
be a top four guy in the NHL. 

52. Jesper Wallstedt, G, Minnesota 

19 years old | 6-foot-3 | 214 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 

Analysis: Wallstedt had an excellent season, getting regular 
SHL starts and doing very well in those starts, although he 
wasn’t the starter by playoff time. Wallstedt’s sense and 
technique are quite impressive. At the quick SHL pace, he’s 
able to make tough saves look easy by how well he 
anticipates the play and squares up pucks. He’s not the most 
explosive athlete from a quickness perspective, but he 
doesn’t shy from challenging plays successfully. The only 
real debate on his game is whether he can stop the lateral 
plays in the NHL, but everything else is pointing to him 
becoming a quality starting goalie in time. 

53. Vasily Podkolzin, LW, Vancouver 

20 years old | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Analysis: Podkolzin had a solid rookie NHL season. He didn’t 
elevate to a big role, but he showed flashes of the player he 
projects to be. He won’t be the most skilled or creative player 
on his line, but Podkolzin has legit NHL offensive abilities. He 
combines that skill with a tremendous motor. He competes 
hard to win pucks, attacks the net and plays the game 
without fear. His skating is his only real issue, and it may 
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take him some time to adjust to the NHL pace but when he 
does I see a quality top-six winger. 

54. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Philadelphia 

18 years old | 6-foot-3 | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily 
envision him in the NHL. He has a thick 6-foot-2 frame and 
can skate like an NHL player. With his size and speed he 
can overpower opponents to force turnovers or in how he 
attacks the net and it makes him an asset on the PK. 
Gauthier can create with his skating and skill, but his main 
offensive weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from 
distance with a powerful wrist shot. I didn’t love his 
playmaking early on but that part of his game grew on me as 
the season went on, especially how he made passes on the 
move. I see a potential very good top-six forward whether at 
center or the wing with a chance to pop and become a true 
top-of-the-lineup type. 

55. Thomas Harley, D, Dallas 

20 years old | 6-foot-3 | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Harley was a go-to player for his AHL team last 
season in Texas, and got a lot of NHL games as well. His 
skill set looks like a clear top-four defenseman in the NHL. 
When you have Harley’s frame, to go with NHL mobility and 
having puck-moving skill it’s easy to get excited about the 
player. He’s better offensively than he is defensively given 
he’s not that physical. I think as he matures, though, he’ll be 
fine defensively to go with strong offense. 

56. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 

20 years old | 6 feet | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Holtz had a strong season, scoring at a point-per-
game rate for Utica in the AHL, and as a teenager was a 
major part of a strong AHL club. Holtz is full of skill and 
creativity, showing he could beat pro defensemen at a high 
rate. He can make plays, but he’s clearly more of a goal 
scorer, with a wrist shot that is a threat from the dots. He 
doesn’t have much speed or physicality so I don’t see him 
being able to drive a top-two line, but he can be a big part of 
a top six due to his goal-scoring ability. 

57. Alex Newhook, C, Colorado 

21 years old | 5-foot-10 | 192 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Newhook had a strong first pro season, playing up 
most of the year on the Avs and being a part of their Stanley 
Cup run. Newhook brings a ton of speed and energy. He’s 
got a quick-twitch skating stride that allows him to explode up 
the ice. He combined that with strong offensive creativity with 
the puck. Newhook lacks size, but he plays hard and doesn’t 
shy from contact. As he matures physically I expect him to 
become a quality top-six forward and could see him play the 
middle potentially too. 

58. Kirill Marchenko, RW, Columbus 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 49 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Marchenko was a productive KHL player, scoring 
12 goals and 20 points in 39 KHL games but was sent to 
SKA’s VHL team after they loaded up. Marchenko’s pro 
potential and upside has always stood out. There aren’t 
many wingers you see with his combination of size, speed 
and skill. He has the ability to impact a shift at any given 
moment. His consistency and physicality aren’t the best, but 
he doesn’t shy from playing in the interior parts of the 
offensive zone. I see a player who can drive play and create 
chances like an NHLer, and think he’ll be a good top-six 
winger with time. 

59. Adam Boqvist, D, Columbus 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Boqvist had a productive year, scoring 11 goals 
and 22 points from the blue line. There is no doubting 
Boqvist’s offense. He is a very skilled and intelligent 
defenseman with the puck. He looks to attack, is aggressive 
and creative with his rushes and pinches and knows how to 
generate chances. He also has a very good shot and is a 
legit goal-scoring threat as a defenseman. The question on 
Boqvist is just whether he can defend. He’s not the biggest 
defender, isn’t physical and while he’s a good skater, he isn’t 
overly mobile to be able to gap up fast forwards. I see a solid 
top-four defenseman because the offensive ability is that 
good but I can see him frustrating you in the process. 

60. Calen Addison, D, Minnesota 
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22 years old | 5-foot-10 | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Addison was a highly-productive defenseman in 
the AHL last season. He got some NHL games up with the 
Wild but didn’t stick. He has a lot of offensive talent between 
his excellent skating and puck-moving abilities. He has the 
mobility to push the pace in the NHL and break out pucks 
with his feet. Addison can run a power play due to his great 
vision, being able to make plays on the move, and having a 
decent point shot. The debate on him has always been his 
defense given his size, which is still an issue, but watching 
him this season I liked how he had some pushback and 
physicality. I think Addison will be a top-four defenseman and 
power play asset with time. 

61. Joakim Kemell, RW, Nashville 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost 
every NHL attribute you want other than size at 5-foot-11. He 
brings skill and speed to his shifts, showing the ability to 
carry the puck up ice and create chances for himself and his 
teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very well, but his shot 
is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range and 
he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no 
fear of engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit 
to make a play. He projects as a very good top-six winger 
who will score a lot of goals in the NHL. 

62. Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Johnston had as good a season as you could have 
hoped for as a Stars fan. He scored at near a two points-per-
game rate, being the best player in the OHL. Johnston is a 
true play-driving two-way center. He has the size and 
compete to play at both ends and win battles. This combines 
with the flashy hands and playmaking ability to create 
offense in bunches. Johnston can create off the perimeter 
and in the hard areas of the ice. His only flaw is a lack of true 
NHL speed, but even without that, I see a potential good top-
two line center in the league. 

63. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 

19 years old | 5-foot-8 | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 47 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Stankoven had a huge WHL season, being the top 
player in that league and leading the WHL playoffs in goals 
and points. He’s an extremely skilled and energetic forward. 
Stankoven isn’t a blazing fast skater, but he’s quick and has 
such a good motor that it feels like he’s among the fastest 
players on the ice. He combines that with great, quick hands, 
good vision and an even better shot to make him a constant 
threat. Stankoven’s 5-foot-8 frame will be an issue in the 
NHL, but I think there’s so much good in his game that he’ll 
be a top-six forward, likely on the wing. 

64. Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Buffalo 

18 years old | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with 
the puck on his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. 
Savoie is an excellent passer, who can run a power play, hit 
seams at a high rate and make tough plays under duress. He 
has very good hands to maneuver in traffic. He has good 
speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that can 
score from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he 
competes hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for 
his size. He doesn’t have incredible speed and skill for a 5-
foot-9 player so he may be moved to the wing in the NHL, 
but regardless I see him as a very good top-six forward. 

65. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 

19 years old | 6-foot-3 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 57 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Knies had a great season, being a top player in his 
conference as a freshman. He was an important part of 
Team USA’s U20 team and played a notable role in their 
Olympic squad. He’s a big, strong winger with great hands. 
He showed a lot of offensive touch, especially around the net 
last season. He’s a competitive player who doesn’t shy from 
engaging physically and being able to beat opponents with 
skill or power. His skating isn’t amazing, but every other 
aspect of Knies’ game looks NHL quality that I can see him 
projecting as a quality top-six winger. 

66. Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa 

21 years old | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Pinto missed almost the entire season due to a 
shoulder injury. He came into the season expected to play a 
large role for Ottawa after a stellar two years in college. Pinto 
is a competitive, skilled two-way center. He makes a lot of 
plays and has a decent shot. His skill is good, it’s not 
outstanding, but he’s rather consistent with his effort to go 
with good size that allows him to deliver strong results. 
Pinto’s skating is just okay, and staying healthy is important 
and he hasn’t played much hockey over the last few years. 
When healthy he projects as a quality top two line center. 

67. Marco Kasper, C, Detroit 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games 
because of how powerful an athlete he is. He would often be 
the guy to wind it up in his own end to carry the puck due to 
his great speed and skill. Kasper has a strong 6-foot-1 frame, 
isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win some 
battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with 
speed and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or 
use his hard shot, his direct style of play will translate to the 
NHL. He projects as a quality top-two line center. 

68. John-Jason Peterka, LW, Buffalo 

20 years old | 5-foot-11 | 192 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Peterka had an excellent season, scoring at a point 
per game as a teenager in the AHL. He has great skill and 
can shoot the puck, but it’s how he plays with pace and 
makes skilled plays at fast speeds that has been why he’s 
been so successful as a pro. Peterka is a highly-creative 
passer as well, makes a consistent effort on the ice, and 
overall has everything you look for in a top-six forward, other 
than his frame. 

69. Lukas Cormier, D, Vegas 

20 years old | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 68 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Cormier had another big junior season, earning his 
second straight QMJHL Defenseman of the Year award. 

Offensively he’s always making things happen. He’s a great 
skater who can make a ton of plays and do so with pace. His 
shot is a legit threat, leading to 70 goals in 208 QMJHL 
games. Cormier is just undersized and that will be his main 
challenge as a pro when it comes to defending. Due to his 
skating, I don’t think it will be that big an issue, though, and 
he projects as a top-four defenseman who can help a power 
play in a notable manner. 

70. Rasmus Sandin, D, Toronto 

22 years old | 5-foot-11 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Sandin had a positive season in the limited role he 
got on a good Toronto team. Sandin is a great puck mover, 
who lacks NHL quickness, but is able to make a ton of plays 
due to his skill and brain. He makes great outlets and shows 
high-end creativity and vision from the offensive blue line. 
He’ll never be a great defender due to his size and feet, but 
he competes hard and his IQ will help him be competent 
enough defensively while being great offensively high in a 
lineup, in time. He does need to stay healthy, though. 

71. Danila Yurov, RW, Minnesota 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His 
stick skills and overall creativity with the puck are high end. 
He’s a good skater and shows excellent ability to beat 
defenders with speed or with dekes. He also shows great 
skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can make 
plays, but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his 
stickhandling. He’s not overly physical, but Yurov works hard 
to create turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a 
quality top-six winger. 

72. Marco Rossi, C, Minnesota 

20 years old | 5-foot-9 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Rossi bounced back well after having his 2020-21 
season shortened due to myocarditis stemming from having 
COVID-19. He was very good for a young player in the AHL, 
getting off to a hot start, although he cooled a little bit in the 
second half. He makes a lot happen with the puck on his 
stick, showing high levels of puck skills, vision and overall 
offensive IQ. Rossi lacks ideal size for the NHL, but he’s a 
worker who can play both ways and projects to stay down 
the middle as a pro. He isn’t that fast, but is elusive and has 
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small-area quickness. He projects as a quality top-two line 
forward, although as a center he’s likely more of a 2C. 

73. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 

20 years old | 5-foot-10 | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Bourque put up huge numbers in his QMJHL 
career, and capped it off by being the playoff MVP, leading 
Shawinigan to a title. Bourque is an exceptionally smart 
playmaker who carves up defenses with how he finds seams 
and makes creative plays. He’s not the biggest player, and 
while quick, he doesn’t have blazing speed. Bourque does 
work hard though at both ends of the ice and his skill projects 
to be good enough to score in the NHL. I could see him stick 
down the middle, but likely he’ll be at his best as an excellent 
top-six winger. 

74. Brock Faber, D, Minnesota 

19 years old | 6 feet | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Brock Faber has been an excellent player in 
college, being a top defenseman in his conference last 
season. He was highly impressive for a teenager for Team 
USA at the Olympics and as part of their gold medal run at 
the previous world juniors. Faber is an excellent skater who 
plays hard and projects to be a quality defender in the NHL 
despite not having great size. The offense in his game 
doesn’t stand out, but he moves the puck well enough on his 
first passes. He projects as a quality top-four defenseman in 
the NHL who can take tough defensive minutes but may not 
put up many points. 

75. Alexander Nikishin, D, Carolina 

20 years old | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 69 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Nikishin had an excellent season, developing into a 
quality two-way defenseman in the KHL and was an 
important player for Russia at the Olympics. Nikishin is a tall, 
strong defenseman who skates well. He defends effectively 
due to this combination, but also due to the fact he’s highly 
physical and a pain to play against. He doesn’t have a ton of 
offense, but he can make a decent outlet pass and has a 
hard point shot. Nikishin looks like a future good top-four 
defenseman in the NHL, but after SKA paid a ton to acquire 
him this offseason, the question is when exactly he will 
come. 

Middle of the lineup player or starting goaltender 

76. Philip Broberg, D, Edmonton 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Broberg had a good first season in North America. 
He played a big role in Bakersfield and got a lot of time with 
the Oilers. He’s a tremendous athlete. Broberg has a large 
frame and is exceptionally mobile for his size. He’s able to 
explode up ice with his speed. He’s not that physical but 
projects to make a lot of stops just due to how quick and how 
long his reach is. The offense is a minor debate in his game. 
I think he has the skill, and he made things happen 
offensively in the AHL. I think he’s for sure a second-pair 
defenseman and if the puck-moving is more consistent he 
could be a top-pair defender. 

77. William Dufour, RW, New York Islanders 

20 years old | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 152 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Dufour had a big season, being named QMJHL 
MVP and MVP of the Memorial Cup. His offensive talents are 
obvious. Dufour is a big, highly-skilled winger who can make 
a lot happen inside the offensive zone. On the power play, 
he’s dangerous because of his high-end shot that can beat 
goalies consistently from the dots. His ability to make plays 
on the man advantage is also an attribute. His skating is just 
OK, lacking NHL speed. His effort over his junior career has 
never been a selling point either, although he was better in 
that regard this season. Dufour projects as a second-line 
winger. 

78. Cam York, D, Philadelphia 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: York was a top player for his AHL team as a 20-
year-old, and ended up getting a lot of games with the 
Flyers. York’s value comes from his offense and puck-
moving game. He has great skill but doesn’t often lean on it, 
opting to be more of a clever puck-mover who makes the 
right play all the time with flashes of higher-level creativity. 
Defensively he’s fine due to his brain and good-enough 
mobility. He competes hard enough but isn’t overly physical. 
He projects as a second-pair defenseman who can help a 
power play. 
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79. Braden Schneider, D, New York Rangers 

20 years old | 6-foot-2 | 202 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Schneider started the season in the AHL, but 
quickly worked his way into the Rangers’ lineup and stayed 
there through the playoffs. His game is boring but effective. 
Schneider makes a lot of stops because he’s a strong skater 
who plays a physical style of hockey and has good size as 
well. Offensively he doesn’t offer a ton, but he can skate 
pucks up ice and make the occasional tough play. He 
projects as a second-pair right-shot defenseman who is 
tough to play against. 

80. Filip Zadina, RW, Detroit 

22 years old | 6 feet | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Zadina is a highly-talented winger who has 
struggled to be a consistent scorer in the NHL as a 22-year-
old. He’s a tough case because I think he’s a player full of 
skill and offensive creativity who can score goals. His skating 
is fine, his compete is fine, although I’ve had issues with the 
latter over the years. It feels like he should be doing more but 
he’s struggled to find that consistency. For now, I see him as 
a second-line winger but I’m not ruling out him ending up 
better too. 

81. Jakob Pelletier, LW, Calgary 

21 years old | 5-foot-9 | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Pelletier had a big rookie pro season, being a near-
point-per-game player and playing a large role on a top AHL 
team. He doesn’t always seem like the flashiest player in 
terms of speed and skill, but Pelletier scores in big numbers, 
it seems, wherever he goes. He’s a super smart player with 
the puck who plays with courage despite his size. He creates 
in the high-percentage areas, while also being a threat from 
the perimeter. You’d like to see him separate more with his 
feet at that size, but given how well he looked versus men 
this season he seems on track to becoming a top-six winger 
one day. 

82. Nathan Gaucher, C, Anaheim 

18 years old | 6-foot-3 | 207 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He 
possesses a bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player, 
which allows him to win a lot of puck battles. Gaucher 
creates a lot of offense around the net due to his physical 
tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make 
plays inside the offensive zone and shows flashes of good 
playmaking. I think his point totals would have been higher 
on a different QMJHL team this season but Quebec was 
quite deep up front. He creates a lot around the hard areas 
of the ice. He has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and 
doesn’t make a ton of plays. Gaucher projects as a second-
line two-way center. 

83. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Foote didn’t put up big numbers in the AHL this 
season, but he was an important part of a good AHL club 
and played well in his brief NHL appearance for the Devils. 
Foote’s appeal is that he’s a big winger with good offensive 
skills and a big shot. He can score from range and at the net. 
The big issue with him has always been his skating. It’s a 
heavy stride and it may ultimately limit him in the NHL, but I 
think there’s enough to his game that he can still be a good 
NHL player. I’m kinda sticking my neck out on him given his 
production this year and am betting on a breakout in 2022-
23. 

84. Ty Smith, D, Pittsburgh 

22 years old | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Smith didn’t take a step forward this season as a 
player and was traded from New Jersey to Pittsburgh this 
offseason, but still remains a promising young defenseman. 
He’s a highly-intelligent puck-mover with legit offensive 
creativity. He’s a strong skater with good speed and better 
edgework who can elude pressure at a high level. Smith is 
just an undersized defenseman and hasn’t defended well as 
a pro. He may not be the high-end defenseman some scouts 
said he’d be when he was in junior, but I could see an 
offensively-tilted second-pair defenseman at his peak. 

85. Oliver Wahlstrom, RW, New York Islanders 

22 years old | 6-foot-2 | 211 pounds | Shoots right 
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Drafted: No. 11 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Wahlstrom up was and down last season for the 
Islanders in his second NHL campaign. There’s no doubting 
his offensive talents. He has great individual skill, can make 
tough plays to his teammates and his shot is a weapon from 
range. Wahlstrom can struggle to drive play by himself, 
though, due to average footspeed and in and out compete. I 
see a long-term second-line winger even with those warts 
due to those offensive talents. 

86. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Washington 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes 
you want in a top NHL winger. He’s got good size and 
strength. He’s a strong skater. He’s highly skilled. He can 
make plays and he’s highly competitive. His shot is hard and 
can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. He can 
beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, 
he can create at even strength and on the power play. He 
has a bulky frame and can play a powerful style of game. He 
has the tools and track record of a projected top-line winger, 
but given his Hodgkin’s Lymphoma diagnosis he is being 
placed several tiers below that due to the significant 
uncertainty in his future projection — despite positive 
developments since the initial diagnosis. 

87. Brandt Clarke, D, Los Angeles 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2021 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Clarke was one of the better defensemen in the 
OHL last season scoring a little over a point per game. With 
the puck, he makes a lot of positive things happen. Clarke is 
a highly-skilled and imaginative defenseman. He sees and 
hits seams at a high rate, and can beat a lot of players with 
his puckhandling too. The big knock on him, frankly, is his 
knock-kneed-looking skating stride. He defends well enough 
due to his brain, picking off a lot of plays and anticipating 
when to close, and having good physicality, but whether he 
can play at an NHL pace is the debate on his game. I think 
he’s for sure a second-pair defenseman, with a chance at 
more if the pace isn’t an issue for him. 

88. Dylan Holloway, C, Edmonton 

20 years old | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Holloway was hurt to start the first half of the 
season but when he came back he looked like a solid pro in 
Bakersfield. There’s nothing about his game that is truly elite, 
but he does a lot well. He plays at a pro pace and can make 
skilled plays at speed. He can score, but works hard off the 
puck too. I don’t think he’s the most cerebral player you’ll 
ever see but he can see the ice well enough. I think Holloway 
can be a top-six forward, whether it’s on the wing or center is 
to be determined, though. 

89. Jiri Kulich, C/LW, Buffalo 

18 years old | 5-foot-11 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Kulich is a well-rounded prospect. He has a fluid, 
powerful skating stride that can generate clean entries and 
beat defenders wide. He has slick one-on-one skills and 
combined with his speed is a threat off the rush. He can 
make plays but is more of a threat when he’s in motion than 
picking apart defenses as a playmaker. Kulich has a great 
shot, showing a one-timer and wrist shot threat from range. 
Kulich doesn’t show fear from attacking the net or taking a hit 
to make a play. He projects as a top-six forward whether at 
wing or center, but likely on the wing. 

90. Zachary Bolduc, LW, St. Louis 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Bolduc started off the season slow akin to his draft 
season, but went on an absolute tear in the second half, 
ending the season with 55 goals in 65 QMJHL games. He’s a 
highly-talented forward. Bolduc has great skill and creativity 
and can make skilled plays at a pro pace. He used his 
teammates more consistently this season, showing legit 
playmaking ability to go with his fantastic shot. He’s a scoring 
threat from the dots due to his big one-timer and a great wrist 
shot. Bolduc can stick to the perimeter too much and doesn’t 
have much physicality in his game. I think he projects as a 
top-six forward, likely on the wing, but I’m guessing he at 
least gets a cup of coffee at center. 

91. Nils Lundkvist, D, New York Rangers 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Lundkvist made the Rangers out of camp but 
struggled initially in the NHL and went down to Hartford for 
lengthy stretches. He’s an excellent puck mover with a big 
point shot and in the NHL he’ll need to carve out an offensive 
role to stick. He skates well, but Lundkvist isn’t the biggest or 
most physical defenseman so making stops is the biggest 
challenge for him at the top level. I still think he’s such a 
smart player and the feet are good enough that he can be a 
top-four D in time. 

92. Nils Höglander, RW, Vancouver 

21 years old | 5-foot-9 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Elite 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: After seeing his stock steadily go up and up for a 
few years, Höglander had a tougher second NHL season 
and came back to Earth a bit. I still think he’s an excellent 
young player, primarily due to his incredible skill level and 
the unique things he can do with the puck. You love that skill 
and his work ethic, but he doesn’t make that many plays, is 
undersized and lacks the top-end speed you want at his size. 
Despite that, I see a long-term second-line winger as he 
develops. 

93. Connor Zary, C, Calgary 

20 years old | 6 feet | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Zary didn’t put up big numbers this season in his 
first full year as a pro, but I still see a lot to his game I like. 
His puck skills are excellent. He can make defensemen miss 
one-on-one at a high rate. He also doesn’t shy from making 
skilled plays into the hard areas of the ice. He’s a worker 
who wins battles and projects as a two-way forward as a pro. 
His skating stride is choppy and will be his biggest issue as a 
pro. With time and physical maturity, I think the rest of his 
game is good enough to overcome that and become a good 
NHL player who can drive offense with playmaking and 
effort. Zary projects as a third-line center for me, and I could 
buy him playing higher in the lineup as a winger. 

94. Frank Nazar, C, Chicago 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. 
He lacks ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his 
effort. He is hard on pucks, and shows no fear in how he 
attacks the interior-third of the offensive zone. He can make 
an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his offense 
comes from the high-percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. 
He projects as a top-six forward, possibly down the middle. 

95. Denton Mateychuk, D, Columbus 

17 years old | 5-foot-11 | 194 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic 
defenseman. His skating pops, showing very quick feet that 
can easily transition pucks up ice with speed or evade 
pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck using his 
skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances He can play with pace, but can 
also make passes off the point and use his hard shot to 
create offense. He defends well in the WHL due to his feet 
but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is how well he’ll be 
able to check in the NHL. It’s a reasonable concern but I 
think he’s so talented and the skating is so good that he will 
find a way to succeed and become a top-four defenseman. 

96. Elmer Söderblom, LW, Detroit 

20 years old | 6-foot-6 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 159 in 2019 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Söderblom had a successful SHL season, being an 
important scorer for Frolunda and a big part of their power 
play. He’s a really interesting prospect due to his massive 
frame combined with a high skill level. Söderblom can make 
highly-coordinated plays with the puck and is a nuisance 
around the net. He also added some perimeter playmaking 
to his game this season. The biggest concern with him for 
the NHL is his skating, as he has a very heavy stride. I think 
he plays games for sure despite those feet, and I think he will 
score in the NHL due to how skilled and physically imposing 
he is. 

97. Chaz Lucius, RW, Winnipeg 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Lucius was an important offensive player for a top 
NCAA team when healthy, as he missed games in the 
second half due to injury. Lucius has a ton of skill, displaying 
great individual creativity as a puckhandler and ability to beat 
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defenders one-on-one consistently. He can run a power play 
and make plays from the perimeter, but Lucius also plays 
without fear and generates a lot of offense in the high-
percentage areas. Lucius’ game can lack pace and urgency, 
though, and he isn’t great off the puck. The talent level is so 
high that I think he’ll be a second-line forward, likely on the 
wing. 

98. Brennan Othmann, LW, New York Rangers 

19 years old | 6 feet | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Othmann had a big season in the OHL, scoring 50 
goals and being one of the top overall players in the league. 
Othmann can beat you with his skill and playmaking, but his 
shot is his main weapon. He’s a legit threat to score from 
range due to his wrist shot and one-timer. Othmann has 
great offensive abilities, but he also plays hard and has an 
edge to his game. His only downside is a lack of NHL 
quickness, but everything else about his game says top-six 
forward which is what I think he ultimately becomes. 

99. Connor McMichael, C, Washington 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 25 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: McMichael had an OK first NHL season, playing 
limited minutes but looking like he belongs in the league. His 
skill is attractive, and while he can make one-on-one plays, 
McMichael also competes well. He isn’t the biggest forward 
but gets inside and can attack the net. He makes plays well 
off the perimeter while also having a shot that can beat 
goalies from range. His toolkit doesn’t scream top-six forward 
particularly due to his skating, but he’s been such a 
consistent scorer over the last few years I think he’ll find a 
way to be that in the league. 

100. Zachary Jones, D, New York Rangers 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 68 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Jones was an excellent AHL player last season, 
playing big minutes for Hartford in all situations. He’s a 
highly-intelligent defenseman who can move the puck well 
and make creative passes. Jones lacks the size you want at 
defense, but his skating is very good, allowing him to defend 
fine as a pro even though that’s the big question for his NHL 
projection. He hasn’t been consistent yet in the NHL, but I 

think with time he has the potential to be a top-four 
defenseman. 

101. Dustin Wolf, G, Calgary 

21 years old | 6 feet | 155 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 214 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Wolf had a great rookie pro season, being named 
AHL goaltender of the year as a 20-year-old. Wolf’s IQ and 
poise have always impressed me, but as a pro I was truly 
impressed by how dynamic he looked in net with his 
quickness, showing an ability to make tough saves at a high 
rate. If anything his technique broke down more than it did as 
a junior to make those difficult stops. Wolf’s frame is the big 
knock on him, but he rarely lets in soft goals, to go with 
strong albeit not exceptional play around the home plate 
region. He projects as a legit starting goalie despite his size. 

102. Drew Helleson, D, Anaheim 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Helleson had another good season in college, 
including getting an invite to the Olympics for Team USA 
where he played a limited role. A key part of the Josh 
Manson trade, Helleson is a tall, mobile, right-shot 
defenseman who can provide value at both ends. He can 
use his reach and mobility to make stops while having 
enough skill to create secondary offense even if he’s not the 
most natural puck-mover. He looks like a potential top-four 
defenseman. 

103. Nikita Chibrikov, RW, Winnipeg 

19 years old | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Chibrikov played most of the season in Russia’s 
2nd tier pro league where he was one of the top forwards in 
the league. He can make a lot of plays with the puck. He 
shows the puck skills to beat defenders often, while also 
displaying high-end vision to create for others. He’s not the 
biggest or fastest, but Chibrikov competes hard and doesn’t 
show fear from attacking the net or engaging physically. It’s 
why I think when combined with his skill he’ll be able to 
create at evens versus pros and become a potential top-six 
winger in the NHL. 

104. Ville Heinola, D, Winnipeg 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Heinola had a strong season between the AHL and 
NHL and when he was up with the Jets I thought he showed 
well in limited ice time. Heinola is a very smart puck-moving 
defenseman. He makes a ton of crafty plays from both ends 
of the rink. He can run a power play and create plays in 
motion at even-strength too. Heinola’s skating has 
progressed a lot over the years into a strength. He’s not an 
elite skater or that big so his defending will never be a selling 
point in the NHL, but I think he can be okay defensively. 
Combine that with being very good with the puck I see 
Heinola as a top-four defenseman in time. 

105. Shakir Mukhamadullin, D, New Jersey 

20 years old | 6-foot-4 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Mukhamadullin played regular minutes on a strong 
KHL club this season. He didn’t post huge offensive 
numbers, but I liked his puck game a lot this season and 
thought he took strides offensively. Mukhamadullin showed 
confidence as a rusher and handler. He’s not an amazing 
passer but he can make a strong outlet. He’s big and mobile 
so despite not being overly physical I think he’ll defend fine 
as a pro. I see him as a future top-four defenseman. 

106. Alexander Romanov, D, New York Islanders 

22 years old | 6-foot-1 | 209 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 38 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Analysis: Romanov was up and down with the Canadiens, 
but he was strong to end the season and was traded at the 
draft to the Islanders. He’s a strong defender due to his great 
mobility and physicality. He can close gaps at a high level 
and is able to kill a lot of plays. I don’t think there’s ever 
going to be much offense out of him. He can skate pucks up 
and make a good first pass so he should be competent 
enough there to play real minutes. He projects as a second-
pair defenseman. 

107. Matthew Coronato, RW, Calgary 

19 years old | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Coronato was a point/game freshman at Harvard 
and an important part of Team USA’s U20 team. His game is 
full of speed, energy and creativity. Coronato is able to push 

the pace down the wing and doesn’t shy from going right to 
the net despite his frame. Coronato wasn’t the deadly goal-
scoring threat this season he was in junior, but he still 
showed great hands and hockey sense. He looks like a 
player with the tools to be a second-line winger with time. 

108. Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Turcotte was a good two-way pro this season in the 
AHL although he didn’t put up huge scoring numbers. You 
love the speed and energy he brings to shifts. Turcotte 
attacks loose pucks, he gets to the net and he gives you an 
honest effort every shift. The question on his game has 
become while he’s talented, how high is that talent bar? He 
has good speed and skill, but for a smaller player it’s not 
amazing, and he now has a history of not scoring goals. The 
speed and compete can still carry him to a top-six role, 
although I can’t say for sure it will be down the middle in the 
NHL. 

109. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Vancouver 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Lekkerimaki is a skilled winger who has various 
offensive elements in his game, but the clear strength of his 
game is his shot. He is a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff 
dots with a hard, accurate wrist shot and one-timer that 
projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good speed, 
hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays 
but those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of 
shooters, he leans too much on his best asset and play too 
much on the perimeter which isn’t ideal for a player who 
lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a second-line winger. 

110. Dmitri Voronkov, LW, Columbus 

21 years old | 6-foot-3 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 114 in 2019 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Voronkov’s statistics didn’t take much of a jump 
this season, but he still played a significant role on a good 
KHL team and was part of Russia’s silver medal Olympic 
run. Voronkov is a big, powerful forward who can play a 
skilled or a physical game. Inside the zone, he’s a handful to 
deal with. His skating prevents him from getting into the zone 
though and if he doesn’t pan out it’ll be due to his rough 
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stride. I see enough to his game to overcome that issue 
though and become a second-line winger or an excellent 
third-line center. 

111. Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose 

20 years old | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 38 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Bordeleau saw his production dip down a bit this 
season from his big freshman season but he was still a very 
good player in the Big Ten. He’s a great playmaker and 
skater. His skating is fast and elusive, and he’s able to make 
tough plays in motion. Bordeleau can be too pass-heavy as 
he has a great shot he doesn’t use that much. In some 
games, he can hang too long around the perimeter and push 
himself out of the game, but there are games he’s engaged 
and a difference maker. I see enough talent for him to be a 
second-line winger or a 2/3 center if he stays down the 
middle in the NHL. 

112. Brendan Brisson, LW, Vegas 

20 years old | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Brisson was an excellent college player this season 
and got an invite to USA’s Olympic team in a notable role. 
Brisson is a talented player with the puck on his stick. He has 
great hands, can zip pucks around as a playmaker and is a 
threat from the right face-off dot due to his great shot. Off the 
puck, he’s less exciting due to a lack of size, speed and 
physicality. I think for those reasons I can see him frustrating 
NHL coaches, but he’ll score so much that they’ll continue 
playing him on their power play and top six. 

113. Devon Levi, G, Buffalo 

20 years old | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Catches left 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Levi had a huge season at Northeastern, posting a 
.952 SV% in 32 games. Levi’s stock has shot up after being 
a seventh-round pick in 2020. He’s a very intelligent 
goaltender who tracks the play like a pro and rarely seems 
out of position. I’ve been more impressed by his athleticism 
and ability to make tough saves as time has gone on. Levi is 
very quick in net, challenges when needed and can make a 
lot of tough saves. His size is and will continue to be an issue 
as he advances levels, but he rarely lets in soft goals, has 
good controlled aggression and is super smart so I think he 
figured it out even at his size and helps an NHL team win 
games. 

114. Grigori Denisenko, RW, Florida 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Denisenko didn’t have a great second season in 
North America. I liked him in stretches in the AHL when he 
was healthy, but he was hurt for a long part of the season. 
When he’s on the ice he looks like an NHL forward. 
Denisenko is a strong skater, with good speed and edge 
work. He can make highly creative plays on the move. From 
the perimeter, he’s a shot-and-pass threat and can run a 
power play unit off the flank. He’s not that big or great off the 
puck and the lack of hockey he’s played in the last few years 
is a concern, but I have historically liked his compete level 
too. I think he still finds a way to make it to the NHL and be a 
second-line winger but the evidence is mounting against that 
case. 

115. Ivan Morozov, C, Vegas 

22 years old | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 61 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Morozov had a tough season, struggling to stick 
with SKA’s KHL team and after being traded to another KHL 
club late in the season signed with Vegas. He still looks like 
a promising NHL prospect. I like him as a right-shot center 
who has good skill and vision and can finish plays. At times, 
I’ve seen Morozov as a two-way center although less of late 
especially due to a lack of footspeed and overall pace in his 
game. I think there’s enough offense in his game to be a 
middle-six forward, possibly even a third-line center or a 
second-line wing. 

116. Ryan McLeod, C, Edmonton 

22 years old | 6-foot-3 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: McLeod had a good season, becoming an 
everyday piece of a good Oilers team. He’s a high-end 
athlete, showing tremendous speed for such a large center. 
He can blow by NHL defensemen at a high rate. His feet also 
allow him to be an effective penalty killer. His offense isn’t 
amazing, but he has good hands and can make some plays. 
He was spotted on the second power-play unit and I can see 
middle-of-the-lineup production from him. He’s a third-line 
center for sure and I can buy upside for more in his game. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 29, 2022 

 

117. Ryan Merkley, D, San Jose 

21 years old | 5-foot-11 | 168 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Merkley had a better second pro season, I wouldn’t 
call him a standout yet at that level, but he got a lot of NHL 
action and looked good at the AHL level. His passing is elite. 
Merkley walks the blue line and can pick apart defenses at a 
high-end level, showing the poise and creativity to run an 
NHL power play for a long time. The offensive touch has 
always been legit, but as a smaller defenseman who 
struggles to handle pro defenders in terms of their physicality 
and his so-so effort at times, he may need to always be used 
in a specific way. I still see a potential fourth or fifth 
defenseman with PP time and the upside to be more than 
that. 

118. Reid Schaefer, LW, Edmonton 

18 years old | 6-foot-3 | 213 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Schaefer’s NHL appeal is due to being a 6-foot-3 
winger with legit skill, scoring touch and tenacity. He’s able to 
use his size and hands to create offense around the net, 
while also having an excellent wrist shot to score from range. 
He has value away from the puck, with a strong work rate, 
good physicality and can PK. He’s never historically been a 
big scorer, but his puck game and playmaking kept 
impressing me as the season went along and his role 
elevated. He looks like a future middle-six power winger with 
the potential to play high in a lineup if he really hits. 

119. Kaiden Guhle, D, Montreal 

20 years old | 6-foot-2 | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Guhle isn’t a defenseman who is ever going to wow 
you with scoring and skill, but he is very difficult to play 
against for opposing forwards. He is a big, mobile defender 
who punishes opponents physically. His gap control is high-
end, eliminating so many forwards with his body. He projects 
to play tough minutes in the NHL. He has some puck-moving 
ability and a hard point shot but it’s nothing special. I think 
even if he doesn’t bring much offense, he’s a second-pair 
defenseman. If he can move the puck at even an average 
NHL level he could play higher in a lineup. 

120. Xavier Bourgault, RW, Edmonton 

19 years old | 6 feet | 172 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Bourgault missed time this season due to injury but 
when healthy he was a dominant player in the QMJHL 
helping lead Shawinigan to a championship. He has 
exceptional puck skills, being able to routinely put pucks 
through checkers and do so at an NHL pace. He’s a creative 
passer who can run a power play. Bourgault is also a strong 
skater and puts pressure on defenses due to his speed and 
skill. He’s not the biggest or most physical, but I liked his 
effort this season. I saw more commitment to attacking the 
middle and playing away from the puck even if that’s not his 
calling card. Bourgault projects as a top-six forward in the 
NHL likely on the wing. 

121. Isac Lundeström, C, Anaheim 

22 years old | 6 feet | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: After a slow start to his time in North America, 
Lundeström had a breakout season at age 22 looking like 
someone who can help an NHL team win games. He brings 
good speed and compete and can be a defensive asset, but 
the question has always been how much pure skill and 
offense he’d bring. He answered that question by scoring 16 
goals and making enough plays to play in the middle of a 
lineup as a center. 

122. Joseph Veleno, C, Detroit 

22 years old | 6-foot-1 | 191 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Veleno had a solid season playing up in the NHL 
for the most part. He’s not a player who is going to dazzle 
and be the best on an NHL team at one thing, but he’s a 
versatile forward. He skates well, has some offensive skill, 
can score goals and sees the ice well. Veleno can PK and 
has a solid work rate. I think he can be a third-line center in 
the league. 

123. Rasmus Kupari, C, Los Angeles 

22 years old | 6-foot-2 | 189 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
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Analysis: Kupari got a lot of games with the Kings, albeit in 
limited minutes. He’s an intriguing young player because he 
showed he could play at an NHL speed and create controlled 
zone entries at that level. He has offensive skill, but as a pro 
in North America his offense hasn’t been consistent. I still 
buy middle-six offense is to come, but I do wonder if he’ll 
need to be pushed to the wing for that to materialize. 

124. Conor Geekie, C, Arizona 

18 years old | 6-foot-4 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Geekie is highly intriguing because he’s a tall 
center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach he’s 
able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs 
to create chances. He’s a big man who doesn’t shy away 
from physical contact, which combined with his skill makes 
him tough to deal with down low and strip the puck from in 
general. Geekie can make plays and run a power play, 
showing very good playmaking from the perimeter. His main 
flaw, like his brother Morgan’s, is his skating. He’s a better 
skater than his brother and can separate occasionally at the 
WHL level but doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie 
projects as a middle-six center with a chance to play higher 
in the lineup. 

125. Lian Bichsel, D, Dallas 

18 years old | 6-foot-6 | 225 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Bichsel’s physical tools are quite evident. He’s a 6-
foot-6 defenseman who skates well for his size, is physical 
and has some offensive touch. He can carry and create 
through the neutral zone due to his feet and skills and shows 
some creativity from the offensive blue line. He has good 
hands but there isn’t much playmaking or poise in his puck 
play. Defensively he’s quite good due to his reach, feet and 
physicality. He closes gaps like a pro and can be trusted to 
play hard minutes as he advances levels. Bichsel projects as 
a top-four defenseman with the potential to play higher in a 
lineup if the offense translates. 

126. Aatu Räty, C, New York Islanders 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 52 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Räty’s season started off as it did during his draft 
year, but after a move from Karpat to Jukurit it lit a spark in 

his game, scoring nearly a point/game in Liiga following the 
move. Räty has great hands and vision with the puck, 
showing he can make a lot of plays inside the offensive 
zone. The best Räty doesn’t show up every night, particularly 
sometimes his game can lack pace, but he was more 
consistent in the second half of the season. I see him as a 
third-line center in the NHL. 

127. Ridly Greig, C, Ottawa 

19 years old | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Greig had a strong final season of junior. He’s a 
well-rounded forward prospect. I don’t see him stand out at 
anything except his compete, but he has no real flaw too. 
Greig has NHL speed and skill. He can create for himself 
and others and is a shot threat too. He has a great engine 
and doesn’t shy from getting under the skin of opponents 
with his physical play. He projects as a third-line center with 
a chance to play higher if the offense really translates. 

128. Kevin Korchinski, D, Chicago 

18 years old | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 
defenseman who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s 
able to carry pucks up ice well with his skating and has 
excellent edgework to evade pressure. Korchinski shows 
touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line due to his skill and feet. Despite his 
size and skating, he’s mediocre defensively. He doesn’t 
compete that hard on that side of the ice and is overly 
aggressive offensively. That’s a concern, but he generates 
so much offense that it makes up for those issues to an 
extent. Korchinski projects as a top-four defenseman. 

129. Martin Kaut, RW, Colorado 

22 years old | 6-foot-1 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Kaut was a productive AHL player this season. He 
hasn’t broken through in the NHL though but Colorado has 
had a very stacked group of forwards. Kaut has a lot of NHL 
assets. He’s a good-sized winger who can skate and has 
good puck skills. He’s not an offensive dynamo but Kaut can 
create chances and in ways that will translate. I think he’s 
going to make it and play solidly in a top nine with a chance 
at more. 
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130. Egor Sokolov, RW, Ottawa 

22 years old | 6-foot-4 | 223 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 61 in 2020 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Sokolov had a productive second AHL season 
being a big part of Belleville’s offense. He’s a large, powerful 
winger with great skill. Sokolov can be very difficult to strip of 
puck possession due to that combination. He has a great 
shot and is a threat to score from mid-range. I’ve debated his 
hockey IQ but saw him make enough plays this year to think 
it’ll be good enough. His development path has been 
unconventional, and his skating stride is rough, so I may be 
overrating him. With Sokolov, however, I have a bit of a gut 
feeling that he’s going to make it and help an NHL team. 

131. Justin Barron, D, Montreal 

20 years old | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Barron is a tall, right-handed shot who is an 
excellent skater. He’s not a dynamo with the puck and not a 
power-play guy in the NHL on a good team but he can make 
a solid first pass and projects to be able to move pucks 
competently in the NHL. With his skating, he can play 
against good players and be a big factor in transition. He has 
a solid chance to become a quality top-four defenseman in 
the NHL. 

132. Rutger McGroarty, LW, Winnipeg 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 204 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly skilled winger who is a threat 
inside the offensive zone because of his very good puck 
skills, shot and vision. He can make a lot of plays with 
finesse, but also is highly competitive. He forces a lot of 
turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create 
around the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on 
McGroarty historically has been his skating. He has an 
awkward stride that lacks ideal balance and mechanics, but 
he has enough quickness to be able to play in the NHL. He 
projects as a top-nine winger with the potential to play much 
higher in a lineup if the skating holds up well enough. 

133. Janis Moser, D, Arizona 

21 years old | 6 feet | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 60 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Moser had a promising first season in North 
America, quickly working his way up to the Coyotes and 
looking like he belonged in the NHL. He passed through 
several drafts due to not having great mobility or skill. He’s 
shown he can be an effective two-way defenseman though 
because he is highly competitive and makes a lot of smart 
plays with the puck. He has legitimate offense in his game as 
he can make plays and has a hard point shot. His promising 
development has Moser looking like a potential second-pair 
NHL defenseman. 

134. Nicholas Robertson, LW, Toronto 

20 years old | 5-foot-9 | 162 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 53 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Robertson missed time this season due to injury 
but when healthy he was a highly productive AHL player. 
He’s an entertaining player to watch due to his offensive 
creativity and high effort level. Robertson is not the biggest 
and doesn’t have the prettiest skating stride but his skill, 
sense and compete to go with a great shot allow him to 
make the most of his toolkit. He scores wherever he goes, 
and I think down the line he can be a top-nine winger. 

135. Philipp Kurashev, LW, Chicago 

22 years old | 6 feet | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 120 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Kurashev was a regular player for Chicago this 
season scoring 21 points in 67 NHL games. Kurashev 
doesn’t do everything. He doesn’t have much speed or off-
the-puck value and he isn’t the first guy you want coming in 
on the forecheck. He is highly skilled though, can make 
plays, and is able to score from range. I think he’ll have a 
career as a middle-six winger, likely closer to the third-line 
variety. 

136. Victor Söderström, D, Arizona 

21 years old | 6 feet | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
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Analysis: Söderström had a fine season between the AHL 
and NHL but probably not the big offensive year you were 
hoping for. He’s an offense-driven defenseman, who has the 
great individual skill and better playmaking ability. He’s not 
that fast a skater, but he’s shifty and elusive especially when 
combined with his skill and skates well enough to be able to 
defend competently as a pro. I can see him as a second or 
third-pair defenseman in the NHL depending on how much 
the offense comes. 

137. Lane Hutson, D, Montreal 

18 years old | 5-foot-8 | 158 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 62 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Hutson is a constant threat with the puck on his 
stick. He’s the smartest player in the draft. He makes so 
many seam passes to generate chances. Hutson is also a 
highly-skilled puck handler who shows great creativity off the 
offensive blue line. He makes a lot of crafty fakes and dekes 
to evade pressure. He’s not the fastest skater, but his 
edgework is quite good and allows him to use his skating to 
attack. The offense is clear NHL quality. Whether a barely 5-
foot-9 defenseman who isn’t an elite skater can defend in the 
NHL is the question with Hutson. He’s a competitive, quality 
defender versus juniors and college opponents but that will 
need to be a test he’ll need to clear down the line. I think he 
plays in the NHL, and projects as an offensive-tilted top-four 
defenseman, but I realize the odds are against a player who 
looks like him becoming that. I stamp him this high because 
he’s the smartest player in the draft and I see just enough to 
the rest of his game to be able to elevate to higher levels. 

138. Carson Lambos, D, Minnesota 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Lambos was one of the top defensemen in the 
WHL this season. He didn’t put up big scoring numbers but 
was on a deep Winnipeg team and often wasn’t on PP1. He 
has legit puck-moving skills and projects to be a secondary 
offensive contributor in the NHL while adding the skating and 
physicality to make stops and be difficult to play against. 
Lambos projects as a second or third-pair defenseman 
depending on exactly how much he scores as a pro. 

139. Samuel Fagemo, RW, Los Angeles 

22 years old | 6 feet | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Fagemo scored 27 goals and 44 points in 63 AHL 
games this season, being an important part of a good AHL 
club all season. Fagemo has a lot of NHL assets. He’s a 
strong skater, a skilled puck handler, with a shot that can 
beat pro goalies. He also competes well enough and got a 
little PK duty this season. At times I’ve liked his playmaking 
but it’s not consistent. I still see him as a middle six if not a 
top six winger, but the waivers clock on him is ticking. 

140. Topi Niemelä, D, Toronto 

20 years old | 5-foot-11 | 160 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 64 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Niemelä had a great season, having one of the 
most productive campaigns by a teenage defenseman in 
Liiga ever. Niemelä’s toolkit doesn’t jump off the page to you. 
He’s a good, fluid skater but he’s not a burner nor is he that 
physically imposing. Niemelä is super smart with the puck 
though. His first pass is excellent, and he can make a lot of 
plays in the offensive half of the ice. I can see him becoming 
a third or second-pair defenseman in the NHL. 

141. Jan Jeník, C, Arizona 

21 years old | 6-foot-1 | 171 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 65 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Jeník had a productive season in the AHL scoring 
around a point per game and getting time with the big club. 
He has appeal as an NHL prospect because he’s a decent-
sized center with good offensive skills and some physicality. 
Jeník doesn’t shy from an engagement and can create in the 
hard areas of the ice. He can create with his hands, brain 
and his plus shot. His feet are an issue but I see enough to 
his game to be a middle-six forward and possibly a third-line 
center. 

142. Hendrix Lapierre, C, Washington 

20 years old | 6 feet | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Lapierre surprised some by making Washington’s 
team out of camp before being sent back to junior. He was 
very good in the QMJHL but not amazing and ended up 
being a rare cut from Canada’s U20 club after playing in the 
NHL the same season. Lapierre is at his best with the puck 
on his stick. He’s a fantastic playmaking with a high natural 
skill level. His game lacks much pace and he’s just okay off 
the puck. For those reasons, I’m unsure if he can stick down 
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the middle in the NHL or not, but regardless I see a middle-
six forward. 

143. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Columbus 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 44 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent 
size. He has the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in 
tight areas and often shows he can beat defenders one on 
one. He can run a power play off the flank due to his very 
good vision and shot although I don’t see that as his role in 
the NHL. He lacks foot speed for the higher levels, but he 
works hard enough and provides some two-way value down 
the middle. He projects as a top-nine forward. With his feet, 
he may struggle to stick at center but if he does it’s on the 
third line. 

144. Mattias Havelid, D, San Jose 

18 years old | 5-foot-9 | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 45 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Havelid is a talented offensive player from the back 
end. He has the skating ability to jump into attacks and 
activate off the blue line to create offense with his skill. 
Havelid can find seams and create with his playmaking 
consistently. He also has a hard point shot and scored a lot 
of goals this season. The major drawback on Havelid is his 
frame. Not many 5-foot-9 defensemen play in the NHL. He 
defends well and has been great at retrievals in junior but 
whether he will versus men is the debate. Due to how well he 
skates I think he will make it as a top-four defenseman who 
can help a power play. 

145. Owen Pickering, D, Pittsburgh 

18 years old | 6-foot-4 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who 
watches a game or two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who 
skates quite well for his size and has offense. He can carry 
through the neutral zone to create controlled exits/entries 
and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the O-zone. He can use his size 
and feet to close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has 
been quick, and thus there are some raw aspects with his 
play with the puck and overall consistency. He projects as a 

second or third-pair defenseman depending on how much 
the offense translates. 

146. Liam Öhgren, LW, Minnesota 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Calling Öhgren a goal scorer isn’t a novel 
observation given his stats this season, but he’s shown he 
can score goals in a variety of ways. He has great hands and 
can create offense through his skill. He generates a lot of 
offense around the high-percentage areas because of his 
strength and compete. Öhgren also has a shot that can 
score from range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move 
it well but is more of a shooter and worker than a playmaker. 
His skating is OK. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

147. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, St. Louis 

18 years old | 6-foot-1 | 188 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be 
dangerous with the puck on his stick. He has one-on-one 
skill, good vision, and his best asset is his shot. He is a long-
range shooting threat with a one-timer you can build a 
power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has 
heavy feet, which could impede him as he advances levels. 
The rest of his game is strong enough though that I think he 
could be a top-nine forward. 

148. Brandon Coe, RW, San Jose 

20 years old | 6-foot-4 | 188 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 98 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Coe was one of the top players in the OHL this 
season in his last year of junior, coming through on the 
promise that made him a third overall pick in his junior draft. 
Coe’s physical toolkit is highly intriguing. He’s a big man with 
legit skill who moves well for a guy with his frame. I don’t see 
him being a big-time driver of offense at higher levels, but he 
can make the odd play and has a decent shot. Coe showed 
a good interior game this season I haven’t always seen from 
him in the past too. I can buy him becoming a middle-six 
winger. 

149. Yaroslav Askarov, G, Nashville 

20 years old | 6-foot-3 | 176 pounds | Catches right 
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Drafted: No. 11 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 

Analysis: 2021-22 was a tough season for Askarov. He 
barely got ice time, and when he did he didn’t perform as 
expected. I still think he’s a very good prospect, considering 
his toolkit and everything he’s done over his career, but it’s 
new and concerning data. Askarov gets you excited because 
he’s a high-end athlete who has the quick twitch in his lower 
half to make tough NHL stops. His game got a little chaotic 
this season and he wasn’t making the smart reads you’re 
used to from him. He’ll be in Nashville’s system starting next 
year and the hope is he regains form. I still think he’ll be a 
legit starting goalie in the NHL in time. 

150. Jack Drury, C, Carolina 

22 years old | 5-foot-11 | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 42 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Drury was excellent in the AHL and was a big part 
of a championship team and excelled in the postseason. 
He’s not going to appear on a lot of highlight reels, but Drury 
is a very intelligent and competitive forward. He can be used 
in any situation and creates offense in the high-percentage 
areas. He lacks NHL size and speed, but he’s continued to 
find a way to produce versus men, and I think he’ll find a way 
to do it in the NHL. 

151. Jonatan Berggren, LW, Detroit 

21 years old | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Berggren had a quality first season in North 
America, being a leading offensive player for Grand Rapids. 
He’s a player with a lot of offensive gifts. Berggren is a 
highly-skilled playmaker who can make creative plays with 
the puck at a high rate. He combines his vision with great 
speed, and is able to create both from the perimeter running 
a power play or in motion at even strength. He does trend to 
the perimeter too much for my liking and given his lack of 
size, you wonder how much his offense will translate. I see 
enough talent there to be a middle-six winger, likely more of 
the third-line variety. 

152. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Anaheim 

18 years old | 6-foot-2 | 194 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays 
with pace and is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows 
him to evade pressure easily and transition pucks up ice with 
his feet. Mintyukov is also highly skilled and can make plays 
through legs and sticks. He shows good offensive IQ, 
knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous 
on the PP with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, 
showing an ability to use his long reach, mobility and 
physicality to kill plays. He can be a little too aggressive at 
times trying to create offense when he leaves his defensive 
position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play high in the lineup. 

153. Scott Morrow, D, Carolina 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Morrow had an excellent freshman season, being 
one the best defensemen in Hockey East. Morrow is very 
good at certain things in particular when he has the puck. 
He’s a very skilled and creative player who can make a lot of 
plays and has a big shot from the point. Morrow is also a tall, 
mobile defenseman and the toolkit overall is exciting from a 
pro projection standpoint. His defense and risk-management 
are concerning and he can be frustrating to watch, but he 
has so much to work with, I think he can make it as a 
second- or third-pair defenseman that’s used in a particular 
way. 

154. Joshua Roy, LW, Montreal 

18 years old | 6 feet | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 150 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Roy had a huge season, leading the QMJHL in 
scoring and earning a U20 December camp invite to Team 
Canada after being a fifth-round pick the prior summer. Roy 
is very dangerous with the puck on his stick. He has slick 
one-on-one abilities but excels at making plays due to his 
great creativity and vision. He’s a goal scorer who can beat 
goalies from the dots. He dropped to the fifth round due to 
his skating and perimeter play. I liked the compete more this 
season, but whether the, at times, low-energy way he plays 
translates to the NHL is still an open question until he goes 
to a better level. I think he’s an NHL player with the ability to 
be a legit middle-six winger if he hits. 

155. Noah Ostlund, C, Buffalo 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 164 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Ostlund possesses impressive speed and skill. 
He’s able to be an asset in transition due to his ability to 
create controlled entries and make defenders miss. He has a 
pass-first mentality but can make difficult plays at a high rate. 
Ostlund has the poise to run a power-play unit and find 
seams but he’s not much of a shot threat. Ostlund isn’t the 
biggest, but he works hard enough and has shown as a 
junior he can be reliable defensively. He looks like a potential 
third-line center in the NHL. 

156. Zach Dean, C, Vegas 

19 years old | 6 feet | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Dean didn’t have an overly productive QMJHL 
season, but I still think you like the way he plays a lot. Dean’s 
game is fast and direct with a high motor in his shifts. He has 
good skills and can shoot the puck, but I don’t know if he’s 
ever going to be a true play driver in the NHL and put up big 
numbers. I think his game is well rounded enough that he 
can be a middle-six forward. Whether it’s at center or wing is 
to be determined. 

157. Ryan Chesley, D, Washington 

18 years old | 6 feet | 201 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 37 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Chesley has some physical assets that pop off the 
page from a pro projection. He’s an NHL-caliber skater who 
can transition pucks up ice very well with his speed. He has 
average size, but he’s quite strong and physical. With his 
mobility, he’s able to close on checks well, and often uses 
his body to land hard hits to separate pucks from players. He 
has good individual skill, with the hands to beat checks one-
on-one and generate a lot of power off his one-timer. 
Chesley isn’t a gifted puck-mover, though, and can struggle 
at times with his puck distribution. He projects as a full-time 
second- or third-pair defenseman depending on how much 
the offense translates to higher levels. 

158. Isaac Howard, LW, Tampa Bay 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 31 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His 
stick skills are among the best in the draft. He can make 
quick and creative dekes consistently. He’s known as a goal 
scorer, but he can make creative passes and make difficult 
plays in small areas. Howard is a good-enough skater for the 
NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal scoring is more a product of his skill and 
willingness to attack the middle than an elite shot. He 
projects as a top-nine winger. 

159. Jagger Firkus, RW, Seattle 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 151 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 35 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He 
shows great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his 
stickhandling. He can make tough passes at a high rate 
through seams and under pressure. He is a shot-and-pass 
threat, which makes him a major asset on a power play and 
often scores from range with a release that will beat NHL 
goalies. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing good enough 
skating and compete to win battles but he’s not going to beat 
NHL defenders wide. The scoring ability is significant enough 
that I think he can be a middle-six winger. 

160. Jordan Spence, D, Los Angeles 

21 years old | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 95 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Spence had a big rookie pro season, scoring a 
near point-per-game rate as a 20-year-old defenseman and 
getting a lot of NHL games, including some playoff games. 
Spence is a super smart puck mover, who can run a power 
play like a pro. He makes a lot of creative passes and shows 
great poise from the offensive blue line. He’s a fine skater, 
but he’s not overly quick for a guy his size. Spence held his 
own defensively versus men due to his great sense. He 
looks like he’s going to play, and if the offense really hits, he 
could be a top-four D. 

161. Brad Lambert, RW, Winnipeg 

18 years old | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is 
explosive. He has great speed and edgework, allowing him 
to cut away from pressure easily. You combine his skating 
with strong hands and he’s a go-to guy for zone entries. He 
can make tough plays in motion and shows offensive-zone 
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creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at times 
but last season he showed more willingness to attack 
directly. He’s full of potential, even though I’ve seen him take 
a lot of nights off. I think he will be a top-nine winger in the 
NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

162. Ryan Johnson, D, Buffalo 

20 years old | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 31 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Johnson didn’t take a step forward as a junior last 
season, but he is what he is. He’s a steady two-way 
defenseman that lacks an offensive flash. Due to his 
excellent skating ability, I still rate him highly, even if some 
scouts around the league are starting to get lukewarm on 
him. His offensive ability will never excite, but I see first-pass 
offense as a pro to go with the excellent transitional ability 
and good enough defense to be a fourth or fifth defenseman. 

163. Jake Neighbours, LW, St. Louis 

20 years old | 6 feet | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Neighbours made the Blues out of camp and after 
nine games was sent back to junior. He didn’t put up the 
huge numbers I thought he would, but he was still a top WHL 
forward. Neighbours has legit NHL skill and vision, but it’s his 
work ethic combined with the skill that gets scouts excited 
about his future. He wins a lot of battles and projects as a 
reliable two-way player in the NHL, despite a lack of great 
speed. I’d like to see a more consistent scoring touch from 
him, but I’ve seen enough of it over the years that I think it’s 
in there. Neighbours projects as a top-nine winger. 

164. Filip Mesar, RW, Montreal 

18 years old | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s 
one of the better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn 
up the neutral zone to create clean entries with speed. He 
has good skill and playmaking ability, and shows he can 
make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar lacks size 
at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete 
is good enough for me but probably not where you want for 
an undersized player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring 
ability he can carve out a career as a top-nine winger, 
though. 

165. Sebastian Cossa, G, Detroit 

19 years old | 6-foot-6 | 210 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 

Analysis: Cossa had a tough season after a promising first 
two years in the WHL. There’s no doubting the toolkit. He’s 
6-foot-6 and moves quite well for his size. On his best night 
when he’s reading the play well and squaring up to pucks he 
looks unbeatable due to his frame and how he can get 
across the crease. However, there’s been a lot of nights 
where he looks chaotic in net, flustered and not staying with 
the play. I still like this player a lot and believe in the tools 
and see a starting goalie in the NHL, but probably a low-end 
starter. 

166. Calle Clang, G, Anaheim 

19 years old | 6-foot-2 | 194 pounds | Catches left 

Acquired via trade 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Clang had a great first SHL season, looking like he 
belonged as a 19-year-old and helping a top team win 
games. The athletic tools don’t fully show as a 6-foot-2 goalie 
without lateral agility that pops, but he’s a really smart 
goaltender. Clang always seems in the right spots and 
makes tough stops look easy with efficient movements and 
great anticipation. I could see him as a low-end starting 
goalie or a great backup. 

167. Kirill Kirsanov, D, Los Angeles 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 84 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Shot: NHL average 

Analysis: Kirsanov played most of the season in the KHL 
with SKA before they loaded up and he went down to lower 
levels in the second half. There is an open question if the 
offense is ever going to really come with Kirsanov, but his 
game is still quite well rounded. He’s a strong skater who can 
close on checks well and skate pucks up ice. He makes a 
strong outlet pass and shows flashes of legit offensive 
creativity and playmaking. He projects as a second- or third-
pair defenseman depending on how much offense he brings 
as a pro. 

168. Oskar Olausson, LW, Colorado 

19 years old | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
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Analysis: Olausson had a rough first season in North 
America scoring under a point per game in the OHL. I still 
saw good games from him and at times he looked like a first-
round pick. He has great individual skills, can make plays, 
and can shoot the puck like a pro. It’s the stuff he does 
without the puck that is the main concern. Olausson’s game 
lacks energy and pace — even though he’s a good skater — 
and he sticks to the perimeter too much. I still see enough 
talent there that I think he’ll make it as a top-nine winger, but 
I can’t say I feel overly confident about it. 

169. Marat Khusnutdinov, C, Minnesota 

20 years old | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 37 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Khusnutdinov played up in the KHL last season for 
SKA, and while his minutes fluctuated he was still quite solid 
versus men as a teenager. Khusnutdinov brings a ton of 
speed and compete to his shifts. He’s not that big, but he 
plays with courage, attacking the hard areas with his speed. 

He is a highly-skilled forward as well who can make plays, 
but it’s his direct style of play that will allow him to have 
success in the NHL despite his size. He projects as a top-
nine forward, and possibly a third-line center. 

170. Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 

19 years old | 5-foot-10 | 172 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Analysis: Lysell had a fine first season in North America. He 
didn’t score as much as expected in the regular season but 
was excellent in the WHL playoffs. His skating is a clear NHL 
asset. Lysell has shifty edgework and his speed will pressure 
NHL defensemen. He can make highly-skilled plays through 
checks at fast speeds. Lysell sees the ice well and can hit 
seams. His size and compete are the biggest knocks on him, 
as he tends to drift to the outside and can be taken out of 
games physically. Due to his pure talent level, though, he 
projects as a top-nine winger.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 29, 2022 

 

 

 

CHL Prospect Pipeline: Carolina Hurricanes  

CHL Prospect Pipeline highlights those who played in 2021-
22, who were born in 2001 or later, and are signed by or on 
the reserve list of an NHL club. 

Patrik Hamrla 

Following his second-round selection in the 2021 CHL Import 
Draft, the 19-year-old Czech native debuted with the 
Rimouski Oceanic this past season where through 40 
appearances he impressed in coming up with a winning 
record alongside a 2.94 goals-against average and .885 
save percentage. Hamrla was chosen by the Hurricanes in 
the third round of the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Bryce Montgomery 

An exceptional skater for his size, the London Knights 
rearguard is an imposing presence on the back end who 
plays with plenty of poise. Last season, the 19-year-old 
Maryland native made 49 appearances with the Knights, 
collecting one goal and four assists. Montgomery was 
chosen by the Hurricanes in the sixth round of the 2021 NHL 
Draft. 

Robert Orr 

Playing with relentless speed, Orr alludes defenders to find 
the scoresheet as evidenced by last season where in 63 
contests with the Halifax Mooseheads he finished with a 
career high of 44 points counting 21 goals and 23 assists, all 
coming on the heels of the 2020-21 campaign in which he 
led all QMJHL rookies with 32 points. An 18-year-old native 

of Beaconsfield, Que., the talented right-wing heard his 
name called by the Hurricanes 136th overall in the 2021 NHL 
Draft. 

Justin Robidas 

A noted sniper who is particularly proficient on the man 
advantage, the 19-year-old centre realized his offensive 
potential in 2021-22 where in addition to serving as a first-
year captain he finished second in Val-d’Or Foreurs scoring 
with 82 points counting 30 goals and 52 assists coming in 68 
appearances. The second-overall selection from the 2019 
QMJHL Entry Draft, Robidas has had plenty of success in 
the junior circuit where over 160 career contests he has 
registered north of a point per game. Robidas was selected 
by the Hurricanes in the fifth round of the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Ronan Seeley 

A new-era defenceman who plays with high confidence and 
offensive awareness, the 2002-born native of Olds, Alta., has 
a breakout campaign with the Everett Silvertips in 2021-22 
where in 52 outings he impressed with 11 goals and 33 
assists for 44 points, helping him to earn a spot on the 
WHL’s U.S. Division Second All-Star Team in addition to a 
role with Team Canada at the offseason World Juniors. The 
20th overall selection from the 2017 WHL Draft, Seeley has 
shined over his time in the junior circuit to the tune of 102 
points in 109 career contests. A late-round selection from the 
2020 NHL Draft, Seeley is expected to turn pro in the coming 
season with the Hurricanes’ top minor-league affiliate.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3509131/2022/08/29/nhl-players-prospects-rankings-under-23/ 

https://chl.ca/article/chl-prospect-pipeline-carolina-hurricanes-2022 
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Brianna Decker joins Premier Hockey Federation in advisory role 

 

Hailey Salvian4-5 minutes 26/08/2022 

 

Brianna Decker is joining the Premier Hockey Federation — but not as a 
player. 

Decker, a longtime Team USA standout who broke her leg at the Beijing 
Olympics, has accepted a part-time advisory role with the PHF, the only 
professional women’s hockey league in North America. The league 
announced her addition to the front office Friday morning, among other 
new hires. 

“Brianna Decker is a one-of-a-kind proven leader on and off the ice,” PHF 
commissioner Reagan Carey said in a statement. “Her commitment to 
development has earned her the title of one of the best players in the 
world, but it’s her dedication to sharing her time, knowledge, and 
experience with the next generation that makes her such a valuable and 
respected member of the women’s hockey landscape. She has won at 
every level of the sport, and we’re excited to have her competitive drive 
onboard with the PHF.” 

Decker, 31, is one of the best women’s hockey players in the world and 
one of the most decorated. She’s a six-time world champion, Olympic 
gold medallist, NCAA champion and Patty Kazmaier winner as the best 
player in women’s college hockey. She is the biggest name to join the 
PHF — albeit not on the ice — since the formation of the Professional 
Women’s Hockey Players Association in 2019. 

Decker has not played since her injury during Team USA’s opening 
game of the 2022 Olympics, where she broke her leg and tore ligaments 
in her ankle, which required surgery. Decker said she turned down an 
invitation to the U.S. training camp ahead of the 2022 Women’s World 
Championship that began Thursday in Denmark because she needed 
more time after a lengthy and difficult process. 

Her on-ice future is unclear. 

“I just needed more time mentally and physically from everything that I 
went through in the spring,” Decker told The Athletic. “From a playing 
standpoint, I’ve just been taking time away. Not necessarily being done. 
Not necessarily saying, ‘Yes, I’m back.’” 

Her official title with the PHF is Team and Player Development Adviser; 
she will focus on elevating the training, competition and overall standards 
of the league. Decker explained that she will work as a liaison between 
the players and coaches and the league, gathering information and 
feedback from those parties and bringing it up the ladder to help the 
league grow and help players get to the next level in their professional 
careers. 

Decker will join her former Team USA teammate Kacey Bellamy — a 
scout and player relations liaison — and former U.S. team general 

manager Reagan Carey — now the PHF’s commissioner — in the 
league’s front office. 

Carey, who was named commissioner of the league in April, was the 
initial selling point for Decker to want to work with the league, she said. 

“(Reagan) brought our U.S. program from where we were to winning an 
Olympic gold medal,” Decker said. “And so I know her insight and her 
vision when it comes to (growing the women’s game) is great. We 
connected and I was like, ‘I want to get involved somehow.’” 

Decker previously played in the now-defunct Canadian Women’s Hockey 
League, the National Women’s Hockey League – now named the PHF – 
and was a member of the PWHPA from the group’s inception. Decker 
says the PWHPA “has a great vision” but has decided to help try to make 
the PHF better. 

“I think it’s just been a little bit of a standstill with the PWHPA, and if I 
have an opportunity to help grow our game, grow the professional 
women’s hockey game in any way, I am going to do it,” she said. “This 
role with the PHF is giving me that opportunity to help out, and so that’s 
why I jumped on it. 

“If there were ways to help grow the game in any professional way in 
other leagues, obviously I’d want to help as well. But I just felt like this 
was a great time to hop on with PHF. I can hopefully make a difference 
not only for the players, but also in the league in general.” 

Decker’s main focus will remain with Minnesota prep powerhouse 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s, where she is an associate head coach and special 
adviser to the program. Decker played at Shattuck over 10 years ago and 
said “this school changed my life.” 

She says she will still be in contact with players, coaches and league 
staff remotely and, being based in Minnesota, will be able to spend time 
at Minnesota Whitecaps games or practices. 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.27.2022 
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TSN.CA / Kadri bringing Cup to London mosque will leave lasting legacy 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Growing up in Edmonton as a hockey-crazed Oilers fan in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s, one of my favourite players was, ironically, Jarome 
Iginla – then starring for the rival Calgary Flames. 

My other favourite player as a kid was Paul Kariya. I had their posters, 
followed their stats, and would always create characters named after 
them in video games. 

Both had eye-popping stats that ultimately led to countless 
accomplishments and enshrinement in the Hockey Hall of Fame. But 
that’s not the biggest reason I identified with them. I remember distinctly 
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thinking back then that Iginla and Kariya just looked…different. They 
didn’t look like most NHL players. 

Of course, they were a bit different. Iginla’s father is from Nigeria, while 
Kariya has Japanese roots. I saw something in myself in those two – 
even if I couldn’t quite articulate it as a 10 year old. 

While I never seriously pursued athletics outside of recreational leagues, 
at that age I had my heart set on becoming a sports journalist. Back then, 
approaching my teenage years, I had a similar distant kinship with TSN’s 
Farhan Lalji while watching him on TV. He was someone who, like me, 
looked a bit different and was succeeding. 

Seeing those three examples ingrained in me that being different did not 
have to be a deterrent, and that I could ultimately will myself to be 
whatever I wanted – even if I stood out because of my name, culture, or 
the colour of my skin. They showed that kid in Edmonton what was 
possible – and perhaps more importantly, that nothing was impossible. 

On Saturday, thousands of Muslims across the continent will have a 
similar moment when Nazem Kadri brings the Stanley Cup to the London 
Muslim Mosque. It is believed to be the first time Lord Stanley’s Mug will 
have ever entered a mosque in its 124-year history.  

At a time when the sport’s very fabric is being re-examined in the wake of 
multiple scandals involving allegations of sexual assault and racism, and 
amid very real concerns about the sport’s accessibility, a Muslim who 
was a key contributor to the league’s top team will bring hockey’s Holy 
Grail to a prayer hall of the London Muslim Mosque in his Ontario 
hometown. The significance of that cannot be understated. 

Muslims in Canada have been through a lot in recent years. 

On June 8, 2021, mere minutes from where Saturday’s celebration is set 
to take place on Saturday, four members of the Afzaal family were 
murdered in a vehicle attack police described as a crime motivated by 
Islamophobia. 

A year earlier, in September 2020, Mohamed-Aslim Zafis was stabbed 
and killed outside a Toronto mosque. In January 2017, a gunman 
stormed the Islamic Cultural Centre in Quebec City, killing six 
worshippers. 

Beyond the many other physical assaults are the thousands of 
undocumented incidents of verbal abuse and online threats – many of 
which Kadri himself was subjected to during the postseason and 
throughout his entire career. It takes a toll on a person when you 
constantly see that hatred towards your community in the news, on the 
internet, and, often, in your social media mentions. 

Kadri has been open about the challenges he’s faced as a Muslim man 
playing hockey and is a member of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, whose 
mission is to eradicate racism and discrimination in the sport. His 
foundation is currently raising funds for the people of Beirut, Lebanon 
and supports various local causes. Before the playoffs, Kadri wrote about 
wanting to explain to his young daughter “what it means to be Muslim in 
North America.” 

While Saturday will not cure Islamophobia, it will provide hope, optimism, 
and inspiration to so many. It will not just be another player having his 
day with the Stanley Cup. 

The Muslim community will witness one of its own bring Canada’s most 
revered trophy to the mosque. Children who look just a bit different 
because of their name or colour of their skin or culture will see Kadri hoist 
the Stanley Cup – a trophy with his name engraved on it – outside the 
prayer hall. They will be inspired to dream big and know they can chase 
any dream they want. Kadri has proven it and embraced his role as a 
leader in his community. 

There is something incredibly powerful about seeing someone who looks 
like you accomplish extraordinary things. When Kadri makes his entrance 
to the London Muslim Mosque, the possibilities for the community and 
sport will truly be endless. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sarah Fillier hitting her stride on new line for Canada at 
WWHC 

 

Ryan Dixon @dixononsports  

August 27, 2022, 4:48 PM 

 

Canada held Switzerland to just eight shots in its 4-1 victory at the 
Women’s World Hockey Championship on Saturday afternoon, so it 
would be silly to sound anything close to an alarm bell coming out of the 
victory. 

Still, Canada won’t have to look hard to find a few things to tweak as it 
works through the tournament. 

One player who seems to have her game set just right, mind you, is 
Sarah Fillier, who bagged a brace in this game. It was one year ago that 
Fillier had her coming out party at the 2021 worlds and the 22-year-old 
was flashing the same form against the Swiss. 

Canada is now 2-0 at the tournament being held in Herning, Denmark 
and will have a quick turnaround with a game against Japan slated to go 
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. Before we turn the page, though, let’s take a 
closer look at Fillier’s play and some other things that stood out from 
Canada’s victory over the Swiss. 

Second Line Gets its Fill 

Fillier’s line from the 2021 worlds with Natalie Spooner and Melodie 
Daoust on both wings combined for 27 points, providing a huge offensive 
boost for Canada. With neither Spooner nor Daoust available for this 
event, Fillier is centring a second unit flanked by Jessie Eldridge and 
Sarah Potomak and the line sure seemed to hit its stride in Game 2. 

Fillier opened the scoring just past the midway point of the first with a 
shot that clanked off a couple shin pads before it beat Andrea Braendli. 

While the goal itself wasn’t an all-world play, it looked like we were going 
to get some serious razzle-dazzle from Fillier just moments earlier on the 
same shift when she had some space behind the net and briefly tried to 
scoop the puck up with the blade of her stick. The attempt didn’t quite 
materialize, but Fillier confirmed during a first-intermission interview that 
she was, indeed, attempting a Michigan goal and hesitated just a little too 
much to pull it off. 

Her second tally of the match may not have been a Michigan-level jaw-
dropper, but it still showcased her fantastic shooting ability, as well as 
some evidence her line is getting in sync. 

Switzerland’s Lisa Ruedi had control of the puck and was eyeing a zone 
exit when both Eldridge and Potomak swarmed her to create a turnover. 
Before you knew it, Fillier corralled a loose puck and was curling back 
toward Braendli. The right-shot pivot sniped a short-side goal on the 
blocker side, putting Canada up 2-0 halfway through the affair. 

It’s not fair to expect this Fillier line to do the damage the one with 
Spooner and Daoust did last time out at the worlds, but this was a much 
stronger showing from the trio than it had in the tournament opener 
against Finland. 

Refining the Finish 

Ninety-two seconds after Fillier made it 2-0, Emily Clark scored on a 
sweet one-timer play that came about after a forced turnover by Victoria 
Bach, then a great dish by Blayre Turnbull. At that point, it seemed 
Canada would route the Swiss, who had just a single shot in the middle 
frame. 
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Instead, Braendli hung in — she made 42 saves overall — and Canada 
failed to pull away. A number of players — from Eldridge to Marie-Philip 
Poulin to Jocelyne Larocque — had Grade A attempts, but failed to find 
the back of the net. 

Remember, Canada put over 40 shots on Finnish goalie Anni Keisala in 
its first contest, but only squeezed three pucks past her. While both 
Keisala and Braendli turned in great performances, you have to believe 
Canada will be talking about bearing down on its chances as it moves 
forward. 

Maybe it’s a good harbinger that Turnbull finished this game off in the 
dying minutes with a beautiful drag-and-snap goal that squeezed through 
Braendli. 

Don’t Put Yourself in a Box 

If converting chances is sure to be a topic in Canada’s team meetings 
after this one, it’s still likely Item 2 on the agenda after cleaning up some 
undisciplined play. 

Canada took six minor penalties in this contest compared to just two by 
the Swiss. Canada also committed a half-dozen minors against Finland, 
so the errant sticks getting caught up between legs and too-rough rub-
outs on the boards have got to be reeled in. 

A Marti Party 

This contest had no business being a pseudo nail-biter, but that’s just 
what it became when Alina Marti one-timed Laura Zimmerman’s pass 
with seven-and-a-half minutes to go to make it a two-goal game. 

While Switzerland was never able to get any closer, it’s notable Marti is 
just 18-years-old and this was her first point at a senior-level international 
event. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 08.28.2022 

1251442 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Bach, Fillier show glimpses of Canada’s future in dominant 
win over Japan 

 

Sonny Sachdeva @sachdevasonny 

August 28, 2022, 2:22 PM 

 

Coming into the 2022 Women’s World Championship, all eyes were on 
what exactly Canada’s offence would look like as it turned the page from 
a medal- and trophy-clinching stretch of dominance. 

The defending champions made the trek to Denmark without Melodie 
Daoust, who’s developed a penchant for finishing tournaments with MVP-
calibre performances. They’re without Natalie Spooner, too, one of the 
top scorers at the 2022 Olympic Games and the 2021 women’s worlds. 
The same goes for Claire Thompson, and Rebecca Johnston. 

While Canada isn’t short on veteran talent leading its attack — their top 
line’s still anchored by the game’s marquee talent in Marie-Philip Poulin, 
and 2022 Olympic scoring leader Sarah Nurse — there was no denying 
the Canadian offence would have a different feel this time around. 

But Sunday morning, as Canada flexed its offensive muscle in a 9-0 win 
over Japan, the Canadian squad’s young phenoms made clear the 
team’s future is in good hands. 

Leading that charge was Victoria Bach, the supremely talented Milton, 
Ont., native who’s been waiting in the wings to make her impact up to 
this point. Thrust into a bigger role for the 2022 world championship, 

Bach’s delivering. And on Sunday, she flat out looked like one of 
Canada’s most dynamic talents. 

It started early. A minute and a half into the first period, Canada opened 
the scoring on the power play — a theme that would persist, as the 
Canadians were gifted eight chances on the power play over the course 
of the game. And kicking things off was Bach, who got the highlight reel 
started early with a slick toe-drag top-shelf snipe. 

In the second period, there was Bach again, flying down the right wing 
and dishing a picture-perfect backhand pass to Blayre Turnbull, who 
made no mistake, piling more goals onto the tally. 

But it was the magic Bach authored later in the second period that 
might’ve been her finest sequence of play.  

Gifted yet another chance on the power play — Canada’s sixth of the 
game by that point — Bach picked up the puck behind her own net and 
took off. She cut far to the right, then swung left, flying down the sheet 
end-to-end, pulling defenders with her as she went. Pressing all the way 
down to Japan’s net, she drove to the middle and flipped the puck to 
Kristin O’Neill, who one-touched it to an open Ella Shelton for Canada’s 
sixth goal of the game. 

It’s only the beginning for Bach, but she’s proving she can make magic in 
a bigger role for this team, and her impact seems certain only to grow as 
the tournament’s stakes ramp up. 

Of course, if there’s an undeniable leader of Canada’s youth movement, 
it’s Sarah Fillier, who’s turned future potential into present-day 
dominance during her last few outings in a Team Canada sweater, and is 
reaching yet another level at this tournament. 

Entering Sunday’s tilt as the team’s leading scorer, Fillier continued to 
show glimpses of her all-world skill all game, weaving in and out of traffic, 
out-thinking opponents in battles along the wall, and firing sly passes 
around the ice to set up dangerous chances. 

Her finest moments against Japan came in the third, as the Georgetown, 
Ont., native showed off her puck-protection ability to help set up a Sarah 
Potomak goal, before Fillier herself sniped one of her own off a 
devastating wrister to cap off Canada’s nine-goal night. 

With Sunday’s three-point effort in tow, Fillier now sits tied for the 
tournament scoring lead with six points through three games. If there was 
ever any doubt, she confirms with each passing game that the team’s 
future is in good hands. 

Captain Clutch continues to set the tone 

But let’s not turn the page entirely, not just yet. Because Sunday was 
also another sign that we’re nowhere near the end of the MPP era in 
Canadian hockey.  

Regardless of the strength of the opponent, the stakes of the game, the 
score at any moment, Poulin is simply going to do what she does. That 
was very much the case Sunday as the captain led the way again, 
putting up two goals, an assist, and a team-leading six shots on net. 

Both her goals came off signature wristers from No. 29, the captain 
burning both of Japan’s netminders — the team made a change from 
Akane Konishi to Riko Kawaguchi halfway through the game — on shots 
neither had much of a chance on. 

But the two goals also showcased different facets of what makes Poulin 
so unstoppable, the first coming with her standing still on the left side of 
the zone during a power-play cycle, simply holding onto the puck and 
then picking her spot; the second goal coming as MPP won a race for a 
loose puck near the wall, flew in alone, and wired one home at top 
speed. 

It wasn’t Poulin’s offence alone that stood out in this one, though. It was 
her overall game, her overall understanding of the situation Canada’s in 
as it tries to defend its title. 
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Despite facing an overmatched opponent, despite dominating Japan to 
the tune of a 69-5 difference in shots, the red and white continued to 
focus on the details all night, battling along the walls, defending hard, and 
taking the puck to the net to cause chaos on the inside. And Poulin was 
right there in the middle of it, most clearly in the middle of the game, 
when she dove forward and laid out trying to bat a rebound into the cage, 
the desperation play coming as Canada already held a 5-0 lead in the 
game, at that point more goals than the opponent had shots. 

With Team USA coming up next, the most important thing Canada 
could’ve hoped to get out of Sunday’s win was a chance to establish 
habits and hone the details of their game. As she always does, the 
captain ensured they did that. 

Turnbull thriving as Canada’s depth leader 

While the top-end talents continue to do their thing and the young 
phenoms are making their names, Canada continues to get exceptional 
play from one of their most reliable depth players, Turnbull, who’s holding 
it down as the team’s third-line pivot. 

After two strong showings against Finland and Switzerland, Turnbull was 
a force again against Japan, playing a straight-ahead game and directing 
chance after chance on the cage. Combining with Bach on Canada’s 
fourth goal of the tilt, she showed some playmaking poise of her own on 
the team’s seventh, calmly wheeling around the net with the puck on her 
stick, waiting out Japan’s defenders, before finding Jamie Lee Rattray to 
add to Canada’s pile of goals. 

By the end of the night, Turnbull had tied Poulin for the team lead in 
shots, and wound up with a two-point night. She’s now scored in each of 
Canada’s three games at this tournament, an offensive outpouring that 
hasn’t gone unnoticed by her teammates. 

“It’s huge to see Blayre score,” Fillier had said of Turnbull after Canada’s 
win over Switzerland on Saturday. “She’s a huge part of our team and 
usually she is pretty locked down defensively, so it’s awesome to see her 
get one for the team.” 

Turnbull had just one point at the 2021 iteration of this tournament. She 
had four goals and seven points through the entirety of the 2022 Olympic 
Games. Now, through three appearances at this 2022 world 
championship, she’s already put up three goals and five points for 
Canada. 

The red and white would take the offence in any year, but in this 
tournament specifically, as the squad vies for gold without some of the 
talents that racked up points for them in the past, it’s even more pivotal. 
Playing alongside Bach on Canada’s third line, Turnbull’s infused some 
reliable depth scoring into the bottom six, playing a key role in balancing 
out some of the offence that’s been lost from the top of the lineup. 

That said, the true test for this group still lies ahead. After an undefeated 
run through their first three games, a stretch that saw them outscore their 
opponents 17-2, Canada meets Team USA Tuesday at KVIV Hockey 
Arena before the pressure truly ramps up, and the elimination games 
begin. 
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