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NHL Top Players: Top 10 Goalies 

NHL Network reveals best of current crop 

By David Satriano 

From Stanley Cup champions to Vezina Trophy winners to 
All-Stars, the NHL has many great goalies. NHL Network 
producers and analysts chose the top 10 goalies in the 
League right now, and they were revealed Sunday in the 
fourth of a nine-part series. Here is the list: 

10. Marc-Andre Fleury, Minnesota Wild 

Fleury was 28-23-5 with a 2.90 goals-against average and 
.908 save percentage in 56 regular-season games last 
season, including 9-2-0 with a 2.74 GAA and .910 save 
percentage in 11 starts after he was traded to the Wild from 
the Chicago Blackhawks on March 21. The 37-year-old was 
2-3 with a 3.04 GAA and .906 save percentage in five 
Stanley Cup Playoff games. Fleury ranks third in NHL history 
in wins (520), behind Martin Brodeur (691) and Patrick Roy 
(551), and is tied with Tony Esposito for 12th in shutouts 
(71). A three-time Stanley Cup winner (2009, 2016, 2017), 
Fleury won the Vezina Trophy voted as the best goalie in the 
NHL in 2020-21. 

"Every single year, he's always been one of the most exciting 
goalies to watch," NHL Network analyst and former goalie 
Devan Dubnyk, who played 12 seasons in the NHL said. "… 
When you have your teammates, every single guy you've 
played with loves you just the same. I haven't heard a single 
bad word about this guy, there's a reason why he's had the 
success and why he's loved everywhere. … He absolutely 
loves playing the game and that gets you through the difficult 
times." 

9. Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

Oettinger was 30-15-1 with a 2.53 GAA, .914 save 
percentage and two shutouts in 48 games (46 starts) last 
season. Though the Stars lost to the Calgary Flames in 
seven games in the Western Conference First Round, 
Oettinger held one of the highest-scoring offenses in the 
NHL to 13 goals and had a 1.81 GAA, .954 save percentage 
and one shutout. The 23-year-old made 64 saves in a 3-2 
overtime loss in Game 7. Oettinger is 41-23-8 with a 2.46 
GAA, .913 save percentage and two shutouts in 77 regular-
season games (70 starts). 

"When things weren't going right (in Dallas), he got his 
opportunity, he got his call," Dubnyk said. "… He's got all the 
tools. I don't think anything is going to happen but him to 
continue to go up from here. There is no reason to think 

otherwise. He's got everything you need. … That wasn't a 
fluke (in the playoffs)." 

8. Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

Andersen put up excellent numbers in his first season with 
the Hurricanes, going 35-14-3 with a 2.17 GAA, .922 save 
percentage and four shutouts in 52 games (51 starts). 
Among goalies to play at least 20 games, the 32-year-old 
ranked second in GAA and tied Jacob Markstrom of the 
Calgary Flames for third in save percentage. Andersen, who 
did not play in the postseason because of a torn MCL, has 
won at least 30 games in four of the past six seasons and is 
tied with Sergei Bobrovsky for first in wins (241) since the 
2014-15 season. 

"To watch him move around like he does for his size (6-foot-
4, 238 pounds) is impressive," Dubnyk said. "One thing that 
is great, being able to play in front of a guy that is in control 
as he is. He is never out of it. He moves extremely well. … 
He doesn't look like he is going to get scored on." 

7. Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets 

Hellebuyck faced the most shots (2,155) and made the most 
saves (1,962) in the NHL last season. He played 66 games, 
second to Juuse Saros of the Nashville Predators (67), and 
was 29-27-10 with a 2.97 GAA, .910 save percentage and 
four shutouts. Since his first season as a No. 1 goalie in 
2016-17, Hellebuyck leads goalies in games played (355), 
starts (346), shots against (10,957) and saves (10,031), is 
tied with Andrei Vasilevskiy for second in shutouts (26) and 
ranks is third in wins (188). The 29-year-old won the Vezina 
Trophy in 2019-20 when he was 31-21-5 with a 2.57 GAA, 
.922 save percentage and six shutouts in 58 games (56 
starts). 

"I look at goaltenders with compete level and Hellebuyck, 
from the naked eye, just watching him on a nightly basis just 
doesn't take a shot off, a shift off, a minute or a second as far 
as rebounds, everything," NHL Network analyst Ken 
Daneyko said. "He is always fighting, battling to keep the 
puck out of the net. … For me, just watching Hellebuyck he 
is a guy you just know is going to never quit on a play, even 
if it looks like a sure goal." 

6. Thatcher Demko, Vancouver Canucks 

The 26-year-old was among the NHL leaders in games 
(third) and wins (ninth) last season, going 33-22-7 with a 
2.72 GAA, .915 save percentage and one shutout in 64 
games (61 starts). In 72 games (69 starts) in his previous 
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four seasons, he was 34-31-4 with a 2.93 GAA and .911 
save percentage. 

"He has been developing along the way," Daneyko said. "… 
That progression for Demko has sort of going uphill and it all 
started way back with that remarkable few games he played 
in the playoffs with the Vegas Golden Knights (in 2020)." 

5. Ilya Sorokin, New York Islanders 

Sorokin was 26-18-8 with a 2.40 GAA last season, finishing 
second in save percentage (.925) among goalies to play at 
least 20 games. He also was second in shutouts (seven). In 
two NHL seasons, the 27-year-old is 39-24-11, ranking third 
in GAA (2.33) and second in save percentage (.923). He is 
tied with Fleury for second in shutouts (10) in that span. 

"The way that he played last year was insane and I think 
Islanders fans need to be extremely excited," Dubnyk said. 
"He was a big prospect, he was a lot of hype coming over 
(from the Kontinental Hockey League), he was able to take a 
little bit of time and he is now there at that hype." 

4. Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

A finalist for the Vezina Trophy last season, Markstrom was 
37-15-9 in 63 games and led the NHL with nine shutouts. 
Among goalies to play at least 20 games, he was third in 
goals-against average (2.22) and tied with Andersen for third 
in save percentage (.922). He also tied Darcy Kuemper of 
the Colorado Avalanche for fourth in wins. The 32-year-old 
set NHL career highs in wins, games played, starts (63), 
GAA, save percentage (minimum 10 games) and shutouts 
last season and has at least 22 wins in each of his past five 
seasons. 

"Let's talk about any other year without Igor Shesterkin, he 
would have been a lock for the Vezina," Dubnyk said. "… all 
the tools are there, he is capable of [winning the Vezina]." 

3. Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

Saros led the NHL in games played and starts (67 each), 
finishing 38-25-3 last season. He was third in wins and tied 
for sixth in shutouts (four). Among goalies to play at least 20 
games, Saros was eighth in save percentage (.918) and tied 
Jack Campbell, then of the Toronto Maple Leafs, for 15th in 
GAA (2.64). The 27-year-old also faced the second-most 
shots (2,107), made the second-most saves (1,934) and led 
the position in time on ice time (3,931:42). 

"Stop the puck, and he does it as good as anybody," 
Daneyko said. "At 5-11, he bucks the trend of today's wave 

of NHL goalies that are all 6-3 and bigger because obviously 
the bigger you are, the more net you are going to cover but it 
doesn't matter with him. … Saros is remarkable to watch." 

2. Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

Shesterkin won the Vezina Trophy last season and was a 
finalist for the Hart Trophy, awarded to the NHL MVP. He 
was 36-13-4 in 53 games (52 starts), and among goalies to 
play at least 20 games, he led the NHL in GAA (2.07) and 
save percentage (.935). Shesterkin was third in shutouts 
(six) and sixth in wins, and had a save percentage of at least 
.940 in 26 games. His .929 save percentage against 
opposing power plays was second in the NHL behind James 
Reimer of the San Jose Sharks. The 26-year-old was 10-9 
with a 2.59 GAA and .929 save percentage in 20 postseason 
games to help the Rangers advance to the Eastern 
Conference Final. He is 62-29-7 with a 2.31 GAA and .928 
save percentage in 100 regular-season games. 

"Every decade or so, there comes along a goaltender, it 
doesn't matter what league they play in, they are able to get 
to the best league in the world right away and be dominant," 
Daneyko said. "And that's what Shesterkin has done 
because of his athletic ability, his agility … He is a special 
goaltender. … He very well could have been No. 1 on this 
list." 

1. Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Vasilevskiy, who has led the NHL or tied for the lead in wins 
each of the past five seasons, was 39-18-5 with a 2.49 GAA, 
.916 save percentage and two shutouts in 63 games last 
season. He won the Vezina Trophy in 2018-19 and has 
finished in the top five in voting in each of the past five 
seasons. Since 2015-16, the 28-year-old leads the NHL in 
wins (222) and is third in shutouts (27). Vasilevskiy helped 
the Lightning win the Stanley Cup in back-to-back seasons, 
playing every minute in the 2020 and 2021 playoffs. He was 
16-7 with a 1.90 GAA, .937 save percentage and five 
shutouts in 23 games to win the Conn Smythe Trophy voted 
as playoff MVP in 2021. 

"He's big (6-3, 225) he's flexible, he's quick, he is 
everything," Dubnyk said. "It is just crazy to watch. … It's 
insane and then you combine that with the fact that he is a 
big-game player. We talked about if you could pick one 
goalie you would ever want to have in a big game it would be 
him, unanimous. You combine that with his talent and that's 
why he is No. 1 every year, pretty much."
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Predicting NHL breakout candidates for 2022-23: Tiers of players, including Owen Power, 
Kirby Dach, Connor McMichael 

By Greg Wyshynski  

Predicting that New Jersey Devils center Jack Hughes would 
be a breakout player last season was about as bold as 
forecasting that a dog would win best in show from the 
Westminster Kennel Club. 

Sometimes, the signs are just obvious that it's time for an 
NHL player's glow-up. 

In 2020-21, his second NHL season, Hughes worked hard to 
add size, shoot the puck more often and even changed the 
curvature of his stick. His sophomore success suggested 
that 2021-22 would be his breakout. "I think for players like 
Jack, it's like dog years. That's how much he learned: How 
good defensemen are, how they take space away," Devils 
GM Tom Fitzgerald said at the time. 

Last season, he proved those predictions accurate: 56 points 
in 49 games, in a season cut short by injury. A star was born, 
literally: Hughes played in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, the 
first of his career. 

Every NHL season, there are players bubbling under the 
surface ready to pop. Rookies who level up in their second 
seasons. Supporting cast members given a larger spotlight. 
Solid contributors who, through offseason additions or 
subtractions, find themselves with a promising new role. 

Here are 25 players who are primed for breakout campaigns 
in the 2022-23 NHL season, placed into handy tiers. 

Tier 1: New scenery 

These players switched teams and could see their stock rise 
with new scenery. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, RW, Seattle Kraken 

After career highs in goals (28) and points (57) in 80 games 
last season, Bjorkstrand had his cap hit shipped out to 
Seattle while Columbus inked free agent prize Johnny 
Gaudreau. He has shown incremental improvement each 
season while maintaining his status as an analytics darling. 

The Kraken didn't really have a breakout offensive player in 
their inaugural season but should be a better-scoring team 
with an influx of young and veteran talent. With top-line 
minutes, Bjorkstrand could see the spotlight shine more 
intensely on his impressive game. 

Kirby Dach, C, Montreal Canadiens 

The venerable Scotty Bowman told Montreal Hockey Now 
that the Chicago Blackhawks jettisoned Dach due to a lack of 
faceoff success and a failure to play to the team's identity -- 
or at least what the identity was before it became "lose at all 
costs." 

He's a prospect badly in need of a change in scenery. There 
are things Dach already excels at, such as passes that set 
up linemates' scoring chances and defensive zone puck 
retrieval. There are certainly areas for improvement. With the 
right linemates, could he find his game in Montreal? The 
Canadiens brought him in for that potential. 

Alexandar Georgiev, G, Colorado Avalanche 

Perhaps the most obvious candidate to level up in the NHL. 
The 26-year-old found himself sitting behind Henrik 
Lundqvist and Igor Shesterkin with the New York Rangers 
during his five-year NHL career. Now he'll share the crease 
for the defending Stanley Cup champions with Pavel 
Francouz. 

He's like a backup quarterback who takes over a Super 
Bowl-winning offense that returns all of its talent. He's in the 
best position to succeed. All he has to do is hold up his end 
of the bargain and fulfill the promise he showed as a backup 
in New York. 

Philippe Myers, D, Tampa Bay Lightning 

When Myers was acquired in the Ryan McDonagh trade with 
the Nashville Predators, many people started mashing 
contract buyout calculator buttons. But GM Julien BriseBois 
said Myers was in his plans for next season and signed the 
25-year-old to a one-year contract extension. 

There's a lot of raw material the Lightning can work with 
here: a 6-foot-5 frame, a great shot and skating that can still 
improve. Logic dictates that Cal Foote will get the post-Jan 
Rutta spot next to Victor Hedman, but don't discount Myers if 
he has a strong camp. (Sidebar: Would Myers-Hedman be 
the tallest defensive pairing in NHL history?) 

Ilya Samsonov, G, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last season marked the first time that Samsonov appeared 
in the majority of the Washington Capitals' games. It also 
produced the worst numbers of his three-season NHL 
career, including an .896 save percentage and minus-2.8 
goals saved above replacement. The Capitals grew tired of 
waiting for the 2015 first-round pick to blossom, so they 
walked away from the restricted free agent and signed Darcy 
Kuemper. 

Samsonov signed with the Leafs for one year and $1.8 
million, joining a slightly stronger 5-on-5 defensive team 
analytically. If Matt Murray can't find his groove, it could be 
Samsonov's crease and his time to shine. 

Ty Smith, D, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Smith was briefly considered to be part of the Devils' 
foundation for the future after a strong rookie season that 
saw him finish seventh in voting for the Calder Trophy. But 
his sophomore struggles saw his ice time drop by 2:37 per 
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game on average, and the Devils shipped him to Pittsburgh 
for John Marino. 

The Penguins have a glut of defensemen. Where Smith fits 
into that puzzle should be determined in camp. He's got 
offensive upside and will be under the tutelage of associate 
coach Todd Reirden, who has developed his share of 
defensemen for the Penguins. 

Tier 2: New linemates 

These players could thrive with new linemates; or, in one 
case, a new coach. 

Ross Colton, LW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Question: Which player ranks third among forwards in goals 
per 60 minutes over the past three regular seasons? The 
answer is Ross Colton, the Lightning forward who averages 
1.45 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 in 109 games, trailing 
only Auston Matthews (1.79) and Jakub Vrana (1.59). 

There could be some opportunity in the Lightning's top six 
with Ondrej Palat signing with the Devils this summer. Colton 
has built an interesting case to earn a great opportunity -- 
beyond his playoff heroics. 

Arthur Kaliyev, RW, Los Angeles Kings 

The 21-year-old winger had a better defensive season than 
offensive campaign as a rookie for the Kings, although 14 
goals and 13 assists playing on an "energy line" was 
promising. 

If his shooting percentage jumps from an ordinary 7.2% last 
season, he could have a significant offensive impact down 
the lineup -- especially if he graduates from playing with 
Blake Lizotte to seeing time with more offensively impactful 
players. 

Alex Newhook, C/LW, Colorado Avalanche 

With Nazem Kadri taking his talents to Calgary, the Stanley 
Cup champions will need a center to play behind Nathan 
MacKinnon on the depth chart. J.T. Compher filled that role 
at times during the playoffs when Kadri was out of the lineup, 
but it has been anticipated that the 21-year-old Newhook 
would anchor the Avalanche's second line in the near future. 

Besides being a cost-effective solution still playing on his 
entry-level deal, Newhook also showed offensive pop as a 
rookie with 33 points in 71 games. 

Dawson Mercer, C, New Jersey Devils 

Mercer had 42 points in 82 games for the Devils as a rookie 
last season and exhibited some impressive versatility. He 
moved up to take the place of Jack Hughes on a line with 
Jesper Bratt when Hughes was injured and produced as a 
center. When Hughes returned, Mercer eventually moved 
onto his line as a right wing, playing opposite Yegor 
Sharangovich. 

Putting him back into the top six would allow Mercer to build 
on his traditional stats while hopefully improving on some 
underwhelming underlying numbers, especially on defense. 

Connor McMichael, C, Washington Capitals 

McMichael spent most of his rookie season on the wing, 
generating 18 points in 68 games for the Capitals. The 
expectation is that the center will see more time at his natural 
position this season. His breakout depends on how their 
depth chart shakes out in the middle. Evgeny Kuznetsov 
holds down the top center spot, but the Capitals will be 
without Nicklas Backstrom, who is on long-term injured 
reserve. They added Dylan Strome and have veteran Lars 
Eller back. 

If McMichael earns a chance to skate in Backstrom's place 
on the second line, that could fuel his leveling up. 

Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Sillinger had 31 points in 71 games for the Blue Jackets last 
season, although he defended about as well as you'd expect 
an 18-year-old rookie would. He should see an uptick in his 
13:42 of ice time per game, but there's a real chance for 
Sillinger to move up the depth chart in Columbus. 

He has Boone Jenner, Jack Roslovic and Sean Kuraly with 
him on the depth chart. He had a cup of coffee playing with 
Patrik Laine last season; with a strong sophomore effort, 
could Sillinger see time with Johnny Gaudreau on 
Columbus's top line this season? 

Oliver Wahlstrom, RW, New York Islanders 

Lane Lambert takes over for Barry Trotz as Islanders head 
coach after serving as Trotz's assistant coach for the past 
decade. How he'll differ from Trotz is a bit of a mystery, and 
no one is more curious about the differences than 
Wahlstrom. 

The 22-year-old forward is entering his third season as an 
NHL regular. While Trotz gave him some power-play time in 
his 73 games, he averaged just 10:35 per game at even 
strength. Will Lambert bump him up the depth chart? 

Tier 3: Young star to major star 

You might already know these names. Get ready to hear 
them a lot more. 

Matt Boldy, LW, Minnesota Wild 

The 21-year-old winger announced his arrival in the NHL 
with 15 goals and 24 assists in 47 games for the Wild as a 
rookie. He should see an increase on his 15:23 average ice 
time from last season, perhaps as a second-line winger for 
center Joel Eriksson Ek. 

It's an admittedly small sample size, but there was a lot to 
love from Boldy's finishing ability and playmaking in Year 1. 

Evan Bouchard, D, Edmonton Oilers 

Bouchard's 43 points in 81 games last season, his first full 
NHL campaign, could be called a breakout for the 22-year-
old blueliner. But he posted those numbers while playing the 
fourth-most even-strength ice time (16:49) among Oilers 
defensemen and without the benefit of playing with their 
incendiary top power-play unit. 

He has an even higher ceiling offensively while his defense 
will improve with experience. 
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Cole Caufield, LW/RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Caufield's rookie season was a disaster through 30 games. 
He had one goal and seven assists. He was demoted to the 
AHL. Then Martin St. Louis was hired as the team's interim 
head coach; all the 5-foot-6 Caufield needed was a small 
king to lead him. 

After St. Louis was hired, Caufield had 22 goals and 13 
assists in 37 games, seeing his ice time crest over the 20-
minute mark for the first time. It's assumed he starts on the 
top line this season, hopefully to deliver on the promise of 
that run. 

Jamie Drysdale, D, Anaheim Ducks 

Drysdale projected to be a productive offensive defenseman 
in the NHL and delivered on that last season for the Ducks. 
He posted 32 points in 81 games last season, averaging 
19:53 in ice time per game. 

But like so many young scoring blueliners, he struggled 
defensively -- the Ducks had 2.73 expected goals against per 
60 minutes when he was on the ice. Young players mature, 
and Drysdale should become a more well-rounded player as 
he does. 

Seth Jarvis, LW/RW, Carolina Hurricanes 

Jarvis burst onto the scene with 40 points in 68 games for 
the Hurricanes, and then followed that with eight points in 14 
playoff games. Yet that didn't really move the needle on 
league-wide acknowledgement for the Hurricanes forward, 
who received one fourth-place and two fifth-place votes for 
the Calder. 

He's a total package player with solid finishing ability that 
resulted in 17 goals. Give him a full season with Andrei 
Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho and watch him go. 

Tim Stützle, LW, Ottawa Senators 

It's not exactly difficult to follow this trend line for the third 
overall pick in 2020. He went from 2.1 points per 60 minutes 
as a rookie to 2.4 points per 60 last season. His percentage 
of shot attempts rose from 53% to 57%. He earned an 
increase in ice time from 15:44 in Year 1 to 18:25 last 
season. 

His defensive metrics improved year over year, but the 
Senators are still waiting for his offensive breakout. Perhaps 
their offseason infusion of talent in Claude Giroux and Alex 
DeBrincat will spark that. 

Tier 4: The wait is over 

Players we've been waiting to break out who finally will. 

Matty Beniers, C, Seattle Kraken 

Beniers played 10 games for the Kraken last season and 
generated nine points in those games. His poise, his ability 
on both ends of the ice, his college and Olympic experience 
... it all adds up to the 19-year-old potentially getting a top-
line look from Seattle. 

Preseason projections have him as a Calder Trophy 
candidate, and those could very well be spot-on. 

Bowen Byram, D, Colorado Avalanche 

Two words: "stay" and "healthy." 

When Byram has played, he has been outstanding, including 
a 20-game run in the Avalanche's Stanley Cup championship 
journey in which he led the playoffs with a plus-15. He 
missed most of the 2021-22 regular season battling back 
from concussion symptoms. His skating is elite, his 
puckhandling is strong and he can grow into the kind of 
shutdown defenseman many project he'll become. Get ready 
for a one-two punch of Cale Makar and Bowen Byram for the 
next several seasons. 

Alexis Lafreniere, LW, New York Rangers 

This will be the third season in the NHL for the first overall 
pick in 2020, and it could be the campaign in which Alexis 
Lafreniere finally arrives. 

He had flashes of brilliance in the Stanley Cup playoffs with 
the Rangers' "Kid Line." His playmaking and special-teams 
play need improvement, but his overall offensive numbers 
improved year over year, while his shooting percentage 
remained consistent. He can handle himself defensively and 
has a strong compete level. 

Ultimately, his breakout season depends on coach Gerard 
Gallant's deployment -- like potentially playing on his off-wing 
on the top line? 

Vasily Podkolzin, LW/RW, Vancouver Canucks 

There are reasons to believe Podkolzin is going to avoid a 
sophomore slump after posting 14 goals in 79 games despite 
limited ice time (12:48). 

He's more comfortable in the NHL. He's more comfortable in 
Vancouver, thanks to the arrival of a couple of new Russian 
teammates. He competes hard and can play a physical 
brand of hockey. While locking down a top-six role is 
ultimately going to be up to coach Bruce Boudreau, 
Podkolzin could force the issue. 

Owen Power, D, Buffalo Sabres 

Finding a 6-foot-6 defenseman who skates like Owen Power 
is near impossible, which is why he ended up as the top pick 
in the 2021 draft. At 19 years old, he's an NHL-ready 
prospect who is going to see massive minutes and 
responsibility in Buffalo this season. 

There's been nothing to indicate he won't be up to the task. If 
he meets the challenge, Power could become the third 
defenseman in four seasons to win the Calder Trophy. 

Philip Tomasino, F, Nashville Predators 

The 21-year-old forward had a solid debut season for the 
Predators with 32 points in 76 games, making the most of 
limited ice time (11:32). Depending on what happens at 
camp, he could find himself among their top six forwards. 

Nashville got a taste of that last season when Tomasino 
played well in a brief stint with Ryan Johansen and Filip 
Forsberg. If he earns more ice time, his numbers could 
spike.
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The Five Biggest Moves of the NHL Off-Season 

With training camp happening soon, let's look back at the 
five biggest moves of the 2022 NHL off-season and take a 
moment to appreciate just how hot the hot stove truly got. 

By Mike Stephens 

The summer is almost over, and what a wild ride it was.  

Let's look back at the five biggest moves of the 2022 NHL 
off-season and take a moment to appreciate just how hot the 
hot stove truly got.  

Johnny Gaudreau Signs in Columbus  

So much has gone down since the Johnny Gaudreau signing 
that it's easy to forget it happened this offseason. But you bet 
your bottom dollar it did, effectively kicking off a massive 
chain of events that would unfold over the coming months 
and change the face of at least three different franchises.  

It's impossible to overstate just how unexpected this was.  

Gaudreau was arguably the best free agent to hit the open 
market in a decade -- a legitimate star in the middle of his 
prime who also happened to be coming off a Hart-calibre 
season. Teams were lining up around the block to sign him, 
and anyone connected to the situation had indicated for 
months that Gaudreau, who grew up in the New Jersey area, 
wanted to play close to home.  

Then, in the span of roughly seven hours, all of that was 
thrown out the window. Gaudreau waited until the very end 
of free agent frenzy to drop a bomb, opting to leave roughly 
$16 million on the table offered to him by Calgary and 
commit the remainder of his prime years to a franchise that 
has never made it past the second round.  

Perhaps the most attractive belle of the ball surveyed the 
market, conferred with his representation, and took his 
talents to Columbus, Ohio.  

Incredible. What a boon for the Blue Jackets.  

Matthew Tkachuk is Traded to Florida, Huberdeau Goes the 
Other Way 

Remember that ripple effect I was talking about? Well, this 
was the next domino to fall.  

Almost immediately after Gaudreau left for (I guess?) 
greener pastures, Calgary's other franchise face made it 
known he wanted out too, as Matthew Tkachuk proceeded to 
inform Flames management that he would not sign a long-
term extension and would prefer a trade.  

Thus kicked off roughly a week of madness. Tkachuk, like 
Gaudreau, is the caliber of player who rarely becomes 
available and especially coming fresh off a career year. Sure, 

he needed a new contract. But for a 24-year-old who just 
racked up 104 points? Teams will make it work.  

Everyone knew Tkachuk was going to be traded. No one had 
any idea what that trade would look like.  

Then, at approximately 11:45 PM on a Friday night in late-
July, the nuke was detonated.  

Tkachuk was heading to the Florida Panthers, where he 
would sign a massive eight-year extension worth $9.5 
million. That's the tamest part, though. Because headed 
back Calgary's way was a package that no one thought was 
on the table: Jonathan Huberdeau, Mackenzie Weegar, a 
first-round pick, and a prospect.  

In one night, the Flames changed the entire complexion of 
their franchise, softening the blow of losing two 
organizational pillars by replacing them with another 100-
point superstar, a top-pair defenseman, and a collection of 
assets to act as a safety net in case one or both left in free 
agency the next year.  

Trades like this just don't happen in the modern NHL. They 
should be impossible. The salary cap ensures it. But 
somehow, the Flames and Panthers pulled it off, altering the 
core of their teams for the foreseeable future.  

We already know that Huberdeau won't skip town, as he 
proceeded to sign his own eight-year extension just a few 
weeks later and commit to Calgary before even playing a 
game for them.  

What a whirlwind. And we're not even done.  

Nazem Kadri Signs in Calgary  

With Huberdeau locked in, the Flames had successfully re-
ignited their standing as a destination franchise for high-end 
talent. Sure, two elite players they had drafted and 
developed entirely in-house had each just thumbed their 
noses at them. Still, the guy who just last year set the single-
season record for assists by a left winger signed on the 
dotted line after one reported meeting with management.  

That can do wonders for organizational morale.  

Well, the Flames took that internal boost and applied it to 
their roster once more, swooping in out of nowhere to sign 
Nazem Kadri, the second biggest free agent of the offseason 
who would now be arriving to replace the first.  

How about that?  

Flashback a few short weeks, and Flames fans were as 
despondent as a fanbase could possibly be. By late August, 
they were toasting to the half-decade to come of their new 
Huberdeau and Kadri pairing -- two players who wilfully 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 6, 2022 

 

committed their most productive remaining years to their 
franchise and city.  

Frankly, I didn't know Brad Treliving had it in him. But 
through good and bad, the longtime Flames GM played a 
massive part in the three most jaw-dropping developments of 
the offseason.  

Take a bow.  

The Hurricanes Get Max Pacioretty for Free 

I know Max Pacioretty is set to miss half the season after 
undergoing surgery. But this is still a massively talented 
player -- a respected veteran leader who is beloved 
wherever he goes and is guaranteed to score at a 30-goal 
pace. He shouldn't be a salary dump.  

Don't tell the Golden Knights, though, who few closer to the 
salary cap sun than Icarus ever dreamed of and were forced 
to sell him and prospect Dylan Coghlan to the Carolina 
Hurricanes for nothing.  

Literally nothing. Future considerations, if you want to be a 
stickler about it -- which will inevitably be confirmed, in the 
future, to be nothing.  

Good for Carolina for taking advantage of another team's 
mistakes. And bad on Vegas for doing nothing but 
exacerbating their declining reputation as an organization 
that values its players.  

Ottawa Makes Big Boy Moves 

The Senators had declared their rebuild over last summer 
and then proceeded to remain one of the worst teams in the 
league. No one believed their optimism back then, and even 
fewer bought into their plans heading into the 2022 NHL 
Draft back in June.  

Those people would soon be proven wrong.  

The Senators kicked off their facelift by snagging one of the 
biggest trade chips on the market, prying Alex DeBrincat out 
of the mess in Chicago for a paltry sum. They then 
successfully dumped 75 percent of Matt Murray's deal on a 
divisional rival, replaced him with Cam Talbot, and put the 
cherry on top by signing Claude Giroux.  

Not to mention, Pierre Dorion followed all that up by locking 
in two key pieces of the team's future, handing both Josh 
Norris and Mathieu Joseph long-term extensions of their own 
to keep them in Ottawa for what should be their most 
productive years.  

The blueline is still bad. But Dorion isn't a miracle worker. 
And by remaking his team's forward corps into a legitimately 
daunting one for opponents, the Senators will at least be 
competitive in the juggernaut Atlantic Division for the first 
time in years.
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Top 5 Candidates for the 2022-23 Norris Trophy 

Can Cale Makar win the Norris Trophy again, or will 
someone else fight their way to the top? Here's a look at five 
of the top candidates for the top defenseman award this 
year. 

By Carol Schram 

In just three NHL seasons, Cale Makar of the Colorado 
Avalanche has made his case for the title of best 
defenseman of his generation. 

He claimed the Calder Trophy in his rookie year. Last 
season, he added a Conn Smythe, a Stanley Cup and a 
Norris Trophy. 

Officially, the Norris is awarded to "to the defense player who 
demonstrates throughout the season the greatest all-round 
ability in the position." And while repeat winners are rare in 
today's NHL, it's his trophy to lose heading into the 2022-23 
season. 

Here's a look at Makar's case for the award, and four 
contenders whose names could also be in the mix. 

1. CALE MAKAR - COLORADO AVALANCHE 

With his smooth skating, deceptive deking and Grade A 
hockey sense, Makar has been serving up highlight-reel 
plays since he first made the jump to the NHL in the 2019 
playoffs. 

Makar turns 24 on October 30, and there's every reason to 
believe that he can still get better. He's the clear Norris 
favorite this season. 

If Makar does take home a second-straight award, he'll 
become the NHL's first repeat Norris honoree since Nicklas 
Lidstrom won three in a row between 2006 and 2008. 

Just one small caveat: Makar will be coming into the new 
year following the shortest off-season break of his career. 
Prior to 2021-22, he had never played more than 72 games 
in a season — and that was the stop-and-start 2019-20 
campaign that included the four-and-a-half-month COVID 
pause. 

That being said, Makar certainly didn't wilt as last season 
rolled on. He followed up his 89 points in 77 regular-season 
games with another 29 in 20 games in the playoffs, and was 
the unanimous winner of the Conn Smythe Trophy. 

For a mere mortal, fatigue could become a factor. To date, 
Makar has transcended such limitations. 

2. ROMAN JOSI - NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

The Norris Trophy voting results were closer than you might 
think. Makar took home the prize with 1,631 total points, but 
Roman Josi was right behind him at 1,606. And Josi actually 
held the edge in first-place votes, with 98 compared to 92 for 
Makar. 

Makar led all defensemen with 28 goals, but Josi's 96 points 
were historic — the most from a blueliner since Phil Housley 
put up 97 with the Winnipeg Jets in 1992-93. The Nashville 
Predators captain also led his team in scoring for the third 

straight year. He embodies what it means to be a "most 
valuable" player. 

Dating back to 2014-15, Josi now has four top-five finishes in 
Norris voting, and took home the trophy in 2020. Expect to 
see him in the mix as a finalist again this season. 

3. JACCOB SLAVIN - CAROLINA HURRICANES 

The top Norris Trophy candidates tend to be the NHL's 
highest-scoring defensemen. And after hitting a career-high 
with 35 points last season, Jaccob Slavin is decidedly NOT 
that.  

So why is he here? 

The Carolina Hurricanes are a defensive powerhouse, and 
Slavin is at the center of that efficiency. He's a do-everything 
blueliner who helps prevent opposing scoring chances, 
makes a great first pass and uses his 6'3" frame to win puck 
battles — all while working within the framework of the 
rulebook. 

In the 2020-21 season, Slavin took just one minor penalty in 
52 games and was named only the fourth defenseman in 
NHL history to win the Lady Byng Trophy for gentlemanly 
play. And that was no fluke: last year, he logged 10 penalty 
minutes and finished second in Byng voting. 

Slavin has also elevated his defense partners, whether that's 
been Dougie Hamilton or, last season, Tony DeAngelo. This 
year, he's set to skate with arguably his most talented 
partner yet. Brent Burns is the 2017 Norris winner, who, 
despite turning 37 in March, has not yet shown a dropoff in 
his game. 

Carolina is once again expected to challenge for top spot in 
the Eastern Conference. Slavin and Burns are poised to form 
a dynamic duo that will be hard for Norris voters to ignore. 

4. VICTOR HEDMAN - TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have stepped off their Stanley Cup 
throne, but Victor Hedman remains a beast of a blueliner. He 
has been a Norris finalist for the last six straight seasons, 
with a win in 2018. 

Hedman turns 32 in December but remains at the top of his 
game. Last season, his 20 goals and 85 points were both 
career highs. He didn't miss a game. His 25:05 of regular-
season average ice time was the second-highest of his 
career. And he chipped in another 19 points in the playoffs. 

After Ryan McDonagh left for Nashville as the Lightning's 
latest salary-cap casualty this summer, Hedman's already-
vital role will be magnified even more this season. Watch for 
the big Swede to play his way into the Norris conversation for 
a seventh consecutive year. 

5. THOMAS CHABOT - OTTAWA SENATORS 

If we handed out an award for the team that has improved 
the most on paper during the offseason, the Ottawa Senators 
would definitely be in the mix. If they realize that potential 
and challenge for a playoff spot in the tough Atlantic Division, 
Thomas Chabot should garner Norris Trophy attention. 
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Now 25, Ottawa's first-round pick from 2015 is the anchor of 
the new guard — the longest-serving active Senator with 313 
games under his belt and an important leadership group 
member. Chabot has impressive two-way skills and is the 
kind of strong skater who excels in today's game, logging big 
minutes along the way. 

With explosive scorer Alex DeBrincat and wily veteran 
Claude Giroux joining an already dangerous core up front, 
Chabot's point totals should also spike as the Senators enjoy 
plenty more attention from fans and media this season.
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TSN.CA / Assessing the risk of Thompson's extension with Sabres 

 

Travis Yost 

7-9 minutes 

 

What is a player like Tage Thompson worth? 

The Buffalo Sabres decided the answer to that question was, well, a lot 
of money. The Sabres were more than willing to bet big on the 24-year 
old and former first-round pick, signing him to a seven-year, $50 million 
dollar contract going into effect 2023-24. What makes Thompson such a 
fascinating player is, prior to the 2021-22 season, he was struggling to 
maintain himself as an NHL regular. But last season, in a contract year, 
Thompson’s play exploded to the upside. The winger-turned-centre 
scored 38 goals (68 points) in a new role, with the added bonus of some 
new linemates – most notably, speedy playmaking winger Alex Tuch. 

I think the Thompson bet by the Sabres, and the evaluation of Thompson 
as a player, is fascinating. Buffalo clearly believes last season was not a 
fluke, and a new position with improved quality of teammates (not to 
mention the physical attributes!) finally saw him realize his potential. 
There is of course a separate bearish case against Thompson. Prior to 
last season, he was averaging just 10 goals a season – fourth-line 
production, bluntly. If you look at Thompson’s offensive output by year, 
you can see how different last season was. 

Was it an outlier season, or a sign of things to come? This is why I think 
Thompson is such an intriguing case study, because every franchise 

deals with a player like Thompson. Do you risk not betting on the player 
because of a regression fear, or do you double down on a player whose 
play – which looks like outlier-performance – would well justify his next 
contract if it held up? 

When we meet these moments, I prefer to not throw away data. Just as 
we should appropriately weigh Thompson’s breakout season (including a 
position change), we should weigh the games predating last season. 
More data gives us more clarity, and it certainly allows for benchmarking. 

Let’s look at Thompson compared to his peers over the same timeframe 
(2017-22), and we will further isolate on younger players like him who 
may have more upside ahead of them in their playing careers. The below 
table shows players who (a) received common usage rates; and (b) 
scored at similar rates to Thompson over the course of his 223-game 
career. 

If you include a couple of hidden gems (like Calgary sixth-round pick 
Andrew Mangiapane), you get a list of 18-forwards with comparable 
career production to Thompson through 2022. Here’s that list: 

If we compare Thompson to the others, you can see just how meaningful 
last season was. Thompson evolved significantly from that of a fourth-line 
forward. He hasn’t scored as much as players like Calgary’s Andrew 
Mangiapane, and he’s certainly not used the same way Dallas’ Roope 
Hintz is. But whether it’s Vancouver’s Conor Garland, Anaheim’s Troy 
Terry, Montreal’s Nick Suzuki, or Carolina’s Martin Necas, there are a lot 
of quality middle-six forwards that compare with Thompson’s play. 

Let’s take a look at the contracts of the 18 comparable players for 
financial benchmarking. This won’t be perfectly apples-to-apples, since 
positional differences (i.e. wing vs. centre) and defensive contributions 
can alter how front offices deploy capital towards players. But there are a 
number of players who have received similar long-term bets from their 
affiliate franchises. Here’s that list: 
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Setting aside players on bridge deals and those we expect to get long-
term deals in the not-too-distant future (like Hitnz), we have three bona 
fide comparables in Suzuki, Robert Thomas, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
with a Garland, who signed earlier, worth including. 

And this is where I think benchmarking becomes interesting. We know 
players are paid for contributions in all three zones, but we also know 
front offices prioritize scoring from their forwards when it’s time to 
hammer out a new contract. If we look at these five players and their 
respective career production (we will use Goals Above Replacement to 
evaluate total contributions for this piece), how does Thompson’s new 
deal compare to what’s out there? 

There is an interesting dichotomy across these five players. The first two 
– Thompson and Kotkaniemi – were aggressively bid before sustained 
out-performance was realized. In the case of Buffalo, the Sabres had one 
quality season of scoring from Thompson, hoping it’s a harbinger of 
things to come. Carolina finally saw some limited scoring from 
Kotkaniemi last year, but their big bet was largely tied to wooing the 
player away from Montreal (and the fact he was an established quality 
defensive forward).    

That bin feels different to the second bin, which includes Suzuki and 
Thomas. Suzuki has three seasons of top-six production on a truly bad 
hockey team; Thomas exceeded point-per-game production a year ago, 
but has also been a demonstrably better hockey player since entering the 
league in 2018-19. Both Suzuki and Thomas are set to make more, and 
for good reason: we have much more confidence in them as quality 
players as we do, say, Thompson and Kotkaniemi. Lastly, there’s 
Garland, who appears to be on one of the friendlier contracts you can 
find in the league – the now 26-year old will make less than $5-million per 
season through 2025-26 despite comparable performance, though his 
deal was inked a year ago. 

So, what do we make of this deal for Thompson and Buffalo? There’s no 
doubt the Sabres are carrying some serious risk here – if Thompson’s 
play goes the way of a Kotkaniemi (who is a fine player, it should be 
noted), it’s an obvious overpayment on their books. And that’s while 
recognizing that Kotkaniemi has been a more productive player, at least 
so far, than Thompson has in Buffalo. 

But the Sabres are betting that Thompson’s last season is what we will 
see going forward. A risky bet, sure. But if they are correct – that a 
positional change and improving roster around him are a boon for his 
play – Thompson’s deal is going to look like a discounted version of 
Suzuki’s and Thomas’, and that’s not nothing. 

More than anything, this is why benchmarking is critical in every industry, 
and is no different in hockey. We have to evaluate opportunities and risks 
based on what we know today. And though Thompson may prove to be a 
tricky player to evaluate, we can look around the league at players who 
have had less volatile performance to better understand what a fair 
number may be for both the player and the team. And more than 
anything else, I’m fascinated to see if Buffalo’s monster bet on their big 
centre is the type of move that turns this organization around. Committing 
salary is always easy; committing salary in a sensible way to players who 
are going to routinely produce is the forever-challenge, and one that’s 
daunted this Buffalo organization for more than a decade now. 
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