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Carolina Hurricanes to have five games shown by ESPN, TNT during 2022-23 NHL season 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are scheduled for five games on 
ESPN or TNT in the 2022-23 season, highlighted by the 
Stadium Series outdoor game against Washington, it was 
announced Wednesday. 

The Canes and Capitals will face off Feb. 18 at N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium for an 8 p.m. game to be shown on 
ESPN — Carolina’s first outdoor experience. 

The Canes also have an ESPN game Nov. 6 against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and will be shown on TNT three times 
— against the Buffalo Sabres, Vegas Golden Knights and 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Five Hurricanes games will be broadcast by ESPN+/Hulu, 
the first on Nov. 4 against the Sabres. 

Carolina, the Metropolitan Division winner in 2021-22, opens 
the season Oct. 12 against the Columbus Blue Jackets at 
PNC Arena. 

The 2022-23 Schedule 

Friday, Nov. 4: Buffalo Sabres at Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 

Sunday, Nov. 6: Toronto Maple Leafs at Hurricanes, 5 p.m., 
ESPN 

Friday, Dec. 30: Florida Panthers at Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 

Tuesday, Jan. 10: New Jersey Devils at Hurricanes, 7 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 

Wednesday, Feb. 1: Hurricanes at Buffalo Sabres, 7:30 p.m., 
TNT 

Saturday, Feb. 18: Stadium Series, Washington Capitals at 
Hurricanes, 8 p.m., ESPN 

Wednesday, March 1: Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights, 
10 p.m., TNT 

Sunday, March 5: Tampa Bay Lightning at Hurricanes, 3 
p.m., TNT 

Saturday, March 18: Hurricanes at Philadelphia Flyers, 5 
p.m., ESPN+/Hulu 

Thursday, March 30: Hurricanes at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 
p.m., ESPN+/Hulu 

Thursday, April 6: Hurricanes at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu
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Disney, Turner Sports announce 2022-23 NHL schedule 

Begins with ESPN doubleheader Oct. 11; TNT to televise 
Winter Classic on Jan. 2 

By David Satriano 

The 2022-23 NHL national television schedule for the Walt 
Disney Company and Turner Sports was announced 
Wednesday. 

The Walt Disney Co. will televise 103 games across ESPN, 
ESPN+, HULU and ABC, and more than 1,050 out-of-market 
games available on ESPN+. 

ESPN will televise a season-opening doubleheader Oct. 11, 
when the New York Rangers host the Tampa Bay Lightning 
at Madison Square Garden (7:30 p.m. ET) before the Vegas 
Golden Knights visit the Los Angeles Kings at Crypto.com 
Arena (10 p.m. ET). 

Other highlights include the New Jersey Devils at the 
Philadelphia Flyers on Oct. 13 (7 p.m. ET; ESPN+, HULU) in 
John Tortorella's debut as Flyers coach, Johnny Gaudreau's 
return to Calgary when the Columbus Blue Jackets visit the 
Flames on Jan. 23 (9:30 p.m. ET; ESPN+, HULU), and a 
Stanley Cup rematch when the Lightning host the Colorado 
Avalanche on Feb. 9 (7 p.m. ET; ESPN). 

ESPN will televise the 2023 NHL All-Star Skills presented by 
DraftKings on Feb 3 and the Honda NHL All-Star Game from 
FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Florida, the following day. It will 
also televise the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series between the Carolina Hurricanes and 

Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, on Feb. 18 (8 p.m. ET). 

ABC will televise games beginning in February following the 
All-Star Game, including doubleheaders Feb. 11, March 4 
and March 11, and a tripleheader April 8. 

ESPN, the NHL and The Walt Disney Co. agreed to a seven-
year television, streaming and media rights deal March 10, 
2021, that includes exclusive coverage of the Stanley Cup 
Final on ABC in four of its seven years with the ability to 
simulcast on ESPN+ and additional ESPN networks. 

TNT begins its schedule with a doubleheader Oct. 12 
featuring the Boston Bruins at the Washington Capitals (7 
p.m. ET) and the Chicago Blackhawks at the Avalanche 
(9:30 p.m. ET), the first of exclusive coverage of 27 
Wednesday nights throughout the season, which includes 23 
doubleheaders. TNT will also televise four weeks of Sunday 
afternoon games in March and April. 

TNT will also televise the 2023 Discover NHL Winter Classic 
on Jan. 2 (2 p.m. ET) between the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Boston Bruins at Fenway Park in Boston, and will host every 
game of the 2023 Stanley Cup Final. 

Turner Sports and the NHL announced a seven-year media 
rights agreement April 27, 2021, that will have regular-
season and postseason games televised on TNT and TBS 
running through 2027-28. It will televise all Stanley Cup Final 
games this season, in 2025 and 2027, one conference final 
series each season, and half of the first two rounds of the 
playoffs.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article265454316.html 
https://www.nhl.com/news/disney-turner-sports-announce-2022-23-nhl-tv-schedule/c-335488120 
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Carolina Hurricanes to have five games shown by ESPN, TNT during 
2022-23 NHL season 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are scheduled for five games on ESPN or TNT 
in the 2022-23 season, highlighted by the Stadium Series outdoor game 
against Washington, it was announced Wednesday. 

The Canes and Capitals will face off Feb. 18 at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium for an 8 p.m. game to be shown on ESPN — Carolina’s first 
outdoor experience. 

The Canes also have an ESPN game Nov. 6 against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and will be shown on TNT three times — against the Buffalo 
Sabres, Vegas Golden Knights and Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Five Hurricanes games will be broadcast by ESPN+/Hulu, the first on 
Nov. 4 against the Sabres. 

Carolina, the Metropolitan Division winner in 2021-22, opens the season 
Oct. 12 against the Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena. 

THE 2022-23 SCHEDULE 

Friday, Nov. 4: Buffalo Sabres at Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m., ESPN+/Hulu 

Sunday, Nov. 6: Toronto Maple Leafs at Hurricanes, 5 p.m., ESPN 

Friday, Dec. 30: Florida Panthers at Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m., ESPN+/Hulu 

Tuesday, Jan. 10: New Jersey Devils at Hurricanes, 7 p.m., ESPN+/Hulu 

Wednesday, Feb. 1: Hurricanes at Buffalo Sabres, 7:30 p.m., TNT 

Saturday, Feb. 18: Stadium Series, Washington Capitals at Hurricanes, 8 
p.m., ESPN 

Wednesday, March 1: Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m., 
TNT 

Sunday, March 5: Tampa Bay Lightning at Hurricanes, 3 p.m., TNT 

Saturday, March 18: Hurricanes at Philadelphia Flyers, 5 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 

Thursday, March 30: Hurricanes at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 

Thursday, April 6: Hurricanes at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m., 
ESPN+/Hulu 
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NHL prospect confidential: Unfiltered opinions on travel, big purchases 
and … ‘How I Met Your Mother’? 

 

Tarik El-Bashir13-16 minutes 07/09/2022 

 

ARLINGTON, Va. — For five hours earlier this week, 27 young NHL 
players and prospects posed for photographs — on and off the ice, 
action and portrait — to be featured on their Upper Deck trading cards. 
The participants also autographed hundreds of items, also for the trading 
card company. 

In between the photoshoots and signing sessions at the NHLPA’s Rookie 
Showcase, The Athletic caught up with 13 of the youngsters and asked 
them the same questions about life in the big leagues. They were 
granted anonymity so that they could answer freely. 

   Welcoming the newest class to the 2022 NHLPA Rookie 
Showcase in Washington, DC. pic.twitter.com/KWv413NfTu 

— NHLPA (@NHLPA) September 6, 2022 

Who was your favorite NHL player growing up and why? 

Sidney Crosby edged Alex Ovechkin, five votes to three, while Patrick 
Kane was the only other player to receive multiple votes, with two. 

Those results shouldn’t come as much of a surprise given that most of 
the players surveyed were born between 2001 and 2004 and, thus, came 
of hockey playing age just as the Ovechkin-Crosby rivalry was getting 
good. 

“I just liked their passion, their hungriness to score goals and win,” said 
one player Eastern Conference rookie who ranked the Capitals captain 
as his top pick but also acknowledged Crosby’s impact on him. 

“He’s the complete player, the perfect player,” a Western Conference 
player said of Crosby. “He was in his prime and winning. My dad told me 
if you want to great, just watch him. That stuck in my head.” 

For two players, Kane’s creativity sealed the deal. 

“I like his moves,” a Western player said. “I’ve tried his spin-o-rama a 
couple of times. I haven’t scored on it yet but hopefully this year. I also 
like his backhand.” 

Added an Eastern player: “He’s not the biggest or strongest guy but he’s 
still so good. I love his shootout moves, too.”  

Besides you, who is going to be 2022-23 rookie of the year? 

Owen Power, the Sabres’ 6-foot-6 defenseman and the 2021 No. 1 pick, 
ran away with this one, earning six of the 13 votes. 

Ignoring the “besides you,” one Eastern Conference player shot back 
excitedly, “Me!” 

When he was reminded of the question’s rules, he laughed, paused for a 
second and fell in line. 

“Owen Power,” he said, nodding. 
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Seattle’s Matty Beniers, who led Michigan with 43 points in 37 games last 
season, and Anaheim’s Mason McTavish, who led Canada to gold last 
month at the World Junior Championship, each earned a pair of votes. 
Juraj Slafkovsky, Montreal’s No. 1 pick this summer, and Shane Wright, 
who went fourth to Seattle, garnered one vote apiece. 

If you could have dinner with any current NHL player (not a teammate), 
who would it be and what would you ask him? 

Crosby dominated this one, too, earning five dinner invitations. Four-time 
Art Ross Trophy winner Connor McDavid came in second with two. 

“He’s been one of the best players for a long time,” an Eastern 
Conference prospect said of the Penguins captain. “You could learn a 
lot.” 

One Western Conference player acknowledged that his choice wouldn’t 
be popular with everyone. He was fine with that, though. 

“This is probably a little bit of a controversial one,” he said with a big 
smile. “Brad Marchand. You ever seen the video with Charles Barkley? 
The one where Marchand said, ‘It sounds like he wants to be my friend‘? 
I think he’s pretty hilarious. That would be fun.” 

Kane, Patrice Bergeron, Jonathan Huberdeau, Carey Price and Leon 
Driasiatl also received votes. 

“I know all of Kaner’s moves,” a Western player said. “I’ve seen all of his 
highlights. I’d like to get to know him and his thought process.” 

‘The Michigan’ has grown in popularity in recent years. It’s also a source 
of controversy/discussion. Is it good for the game or not? 

Most of the players polled said they’re OK with the scoop-and-score 
move, though a couple acknowledged that it’s getting a little played out, 
with another issuing a warning or sorts to anyone who might try it while 
he’s on the ice. 

“I have mixed feelings about it,” an Eastern Conference prospect said.  “If 
the time is right to do it, then it’s good.” 

“But,” he added with a mischievous grin, “when guys overuse it or do it 
too much or do it at the wrong time, then guys should have free rein for 
guys to do whatever they want to them.” 

“I feel like it’s a good thing,” a different Eastern Conference prospect 
said. “Not too often, obviously. Why would you not want that in the 
game? But if I’m honest with you, the fact that they added it to video 
games is not realistic.” 

“If you can do it, why not?” a third Eastern player said. 

Another chimed in: “I can’t really do it, but I think it’s great.” 

A Western Conference player was more emphatic, saying: “I like it! 
Hockey should be fun. That grows the game.” 

Another player in the East said: “I like it. But if you’re going to do it, you 
need to score. If you don’t, it’s like, ‘Oof.'” 

Meanwhile, a couple of Western Conference players are mostly over it. 

“You’re starting to see it so much it’s getting less impressive in a way,” 
one said, while the other chimed in: “Right now, I’m just like, ‘All right.’ It’s 
normal now.” 

What caught you by surprise in your NHL debut? 

Four players said it was looking up from ice level and seeing a full NHL 
arena for the first time. 

“What caught me off guard was how electric the rink was,” a Western 
Conference prospect said. “I went out for my solo lap in warmups and the 
rink, already, was almost full. I was freaking out.” 

Another player in the West added: “My biggest thing was how many 
people I had there. … Hundreds of people. People that I knew were 
going to be there. People that, in million years, I never thought would 

have been at that game. All the support I had was crazy. It was 
ridiculous.” 

Others recalled how the style of play differed from what they thought it 
would be. 

“In college, everyone is going a million miles an hour and trying to kill 
guys,” one Eastern Conference player said. “The NHL is a lot more 
controlled and structured.” 

Added a Western prospect: “It was a little different than the AHL. In the 
AHL it’s a lot more gritty, a lot of cross-checks everywhere.” 

Two players acknowledged being a little awestricken as they glanced 
across the ice and saw players they grew up idolizing. 

“I knew before he was good on faceoffs,” a Western Conference prospect 
said about going head-to-head with one of the NHL’s top centers. “But he 
was reeeaaally good.” 

“I was maybe a little starstruck,” another said about lining up across from 
a former MVP. “I was like, ‘Wow! This is really happening.'” 

Another Western Conference player cracked a big smile as he 
considered the question.  

“One thing that surprised me,” he said, now chuckling as he reminisced, 
“was how good I felt. Everyone always says, ‘Hey, you’re going to feel 
the best you’ve ever felt in a hockey game in your first game. That is 
absolutely true. I could have gotten trucked by (Milan) Lucic out there 
and I wouldn’t have felt a thing. There was so much adrenaline.”  

What’s the most annoying part of being an NHL player? 

There’s not much for pro athletes to complain about. They get to play a 
child’s game for a king’s ransom. And, for the most part, the players 
polled agreed that life is pretty good. 

That said, there are a few things about being in the NHL that are 
suboptimal. At the top of the list? Hitting the road for frequent trips, four 
players surveyed said. 

“Feels like I’m always carrying my neck pillow,” one Western player 
cracked. 

An Eastern Conference prospect said it’s his constant struggle with 
fatigue. 

“I would say just feeling tired all the time sometimes,” he said. “Some 
days you get home from practice and you just want to nap for two hours. 
Then you go to bed at night and you can’t sleep because you napped for 
two hours.”  

A Western player said it’s the autograph hounds. Not the kids asking for 
their signature — the memorabilia dealers waiting outside the hotel 
holding four-inch-thick binders filled with trading cards. 

“They’re trying to get you to sign things for them to sell on the internet,” 
he said. 

Two others said adjusting to life as a public figure has, at times, been 
tough. 

“For me, it’s people digging in your personal life,” a Western prospect 
said, while an Eastern player added: “Right now, for me, it’s OK. But if 
you’re a big star … you can’t really go out because everybody knows you 
and you can’t be a normal guy.” 

What’s the biggest challenge of being the youngest/one of the youngest 
players on your team? 

There are rules for rookies. For example, first-year players are typically 
expected to stick around after practice and pick up the pucks. 

But, as one Eastern Conference prospect found out, there are unwritten 
rules, too. 
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“Last year, on the first trip, I was one of the first guys on the plane,” he 
said with a laugh. “As a rookie, I’m supposed to wait (for the vets to find 
their seats first). I didn’t know. If I knew that, then I wouldn’t have went.” 

A Western player cracked: “Sometimes the old guys come after you more 
than the others.” 

The majority of the players gave a similar answer, even if it was worded a 
little differently. In short, it’s straddling the line between acting like a full-
fledged member of the team as a 20-year-old and showing the proper 
amount of deference to the 30-somethings. 

“It’s all about finding a balance between integrating yourself and knowing 
your place, staying in your lane,” a Western player said. 

Added another from the West: “It’s finding the confidence to be yourself, 
your true self. … There’s guys on the team that I’m probably closer to 
their kids’ ages than I am to them. It’s definitely weird in that way. But it’s 
not that bad. Guys go out of their way to take care of you and make you 
feel comfortable. So it’s not too crazy.” 

On the ice, one Western Conference prospect said he has, on occasion, 
deferred to older teammates too much, dishing of the puck when perhaps 
the prudent play would have been to shoot it. 

“It’s hard to be selfish on the ice with guys you look up to,” he said. 

What skill do you need to develop the most in order to succeed in the 
NHL? 

The majority of the 13 players surveyed said becoming a better skater 
ranks atop their to-do list. 

“Even if it’s one of my strengths,” a Western Conference prospect said. “I 
want to get it better. I want to get quick, get faster, get more explosive, 
get lighter on my feet. It’s such a big part of the game.” 

Figuring out how to be more consistent from game to game came in a 
close second. 

“It’s very tough to play 82 games in the National Hockey League,” an 
Eastern Conference prospect said. “The best players know how to do it 
on a daily basis. It’s very rare you’ll see the best guys take a night off.” 

“Consistency, man,” a Western prospect added. “It’s tough; it’s a lot of 
games.” 

Increasing strength, being more deceptive with the puck and finding soft 
spots in the offensive zone also received votes. 

“It’s not a skill but getting stronger and bigger is so important,” one 
Eastern player said, noting that it’s a lesson he learned repeatedly in the 
corners last season.   

What was the first luxury item you splurged on after cashing your first 
NHL check? 

They’re young and rich but they’re no fools … even if a few of the 
players’ first purchases were, um, frivolous. 

“I bought a car, but that was an essential; I needed a car,” an Eastern 
player said. “Really treating myself? I bought a nice tennis racket and 
tennis shoes. I’m honestly pretty cheap. I like to eat good food but I don’t 
really buy expensive stuff.”  

Added another prospect in the East: “I bought a nice little Audi.” 

The vacations got a bit nicer, too. 

“I went to Mexico at the end of the year for a little vacation, but other than 
that, I haven’t bought anything too extravagant,” an Eastern Conference 
player said. “A lot of people kinda make fun of me because they say I’m 
cheap.”  

For others, treating oneself included shopping sprees at high-end 
clothing boutiques. 

“I bought myself a backpack from Louis Vuitton,” a Western player said. 
“That was pretty nice.” 

“I went to Louis and Gucci. So nice clothes, a nice bag,” another said.  

“I spent so much money on clothes because I wanted to have my own 
style,” a different Western player said. “Before that, I didn’t really have 
that much clothes. I kinda wore the same five outfits. Now I kinda wear 
whatever I want.”    

Custom golf clubs? Check. 

“I’m a big golfer so I tricked myself out pretty good,” a Western player 
said. “All Taylor Made stuff. Fitted for all of it.” 

Xbox? Check. 

“Swear to God,” another Western prospect said with a laugh. “I broke 
mine. So I got that check and said to myself, ‘I’m buying a new Xbox.’  
That was my big purchase.” 

“How I Met Your Mother”? Check. 

Wait, what? 

“I’ll watch it all, then I start it again the same day,” a Western player said. 
“It was on Netflix, and it got taken off. Then it was on Hulu, and it got 
taken off. Then it was on Disney+. So, I told my parents that as soon as I 
sign the first thing I’m buying is ‘How I Met Your Mother’ on iTunes. That 
was my first purchase. It was like 60 bucks. That was the first thing I 
bought with my NHL contract.” 

And finally, one player in the West tried to send his bonus check to his 
parents back in Europe. He didn’t expect what happened next. 

“They didn’t want to touch it,” he said. “They sent it back to me. They 
said, ‘That’s your money. We don’t want that.'” 

(Photo of Juraj Slafkovsky and Owen Power courtesy of the NHLPA) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A: Darryl Sutter on Flames' captaincy, off-season 
moves and expectations 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisSeptember 7, 2022, 2:01 PM 

 

CALGARY - Darryl Sutter isn’t ready to weigh in on whether his team will 
be better than last year, but the Jolly Rancher believes the team added 
two important ingredients this summer: 

“I think we’re just a more mature team,” said Sutter from his ranch in 
Viking, Alta., where he took a 20-minute break from helping farmhands to 
join the Eric Francis Show Monday. 

“By bringing in (Nazem) Kadri and the two boys from Florida, those boys 
are coming off big years on teams that were very effective. I’d say that, 
right there, is of value for us for sure. 

“I think our team, at the end of the day, has been looking for leadership, 
not just last year but the last few years, and Brad bringing in these guys 
this summer will really help us in that area.” 

Sutter had plenty to say about more than just leadership and maturity, 
weighing in on everything from the vacant captaincy, how much harder 
goals will be to come by, the debate on line combinations, and whether 
he has all the ingredients to be a contender, to the message he’s been 
sending to his players since last year’s abrupt playoff exit. 
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He also gave credence to the widespread belief Matthew Tkachuk would 
likely have been named captain if he had more term on his contract.  

And while fans and the media have understandably been focused on the 
swapping out of Johnny Gaudreau, Tkachuk and Sean Monahan for 
Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar and Nazem Kadri, he believes 
the team’s progress will largely be determined by the supporting cast. 

“Those guys in that 23 to 28-year-old age bracket – and we had a lot of 
them - all showed progress last year,” said Sutter, as part of the Q & A 
transcribed below.   

“For this team to get better it’s not the new guys coming in, it’s those 
guys who have to get better.” 

Sportsnet: Before we ask for your thoughts, what does your son, Chris, 
think of all the moves? 

Darryl Sutter: Chris is excited. Lots of new players just like last year. He’s 
done all the background on everybody and now he’s working on his lines, 
and pairs and power plays. 

SN: How would you describe the off-season you just had. 

DS: We lost some really good players and got some really good players. 
As great a regular season as we had, I think there were some areas in 
the playoff that showed up where we were probably not as good as the 
other team. I think we filled some of those positions. 

Brad has done a heck of a job putting the pieces back together again. 

SN: Your thoughts on Nazem Kadri, who everyone seems to think is a 
Darryl Sutter-type player.  

DS: He’s a centreman. Bottom line is we were not good enough at centre 
ice – it showed up in the playoffs. 

The top teams in this division are three centremen deep and it really 
exposed us, especially with Sean being hurt and not being able to play. 

You say he’s a Darryl Sutter type player. He’s a winner. He finished, 
what, tenth in scoring last year. He plays in a lot of situations and still has 
a little bit of old school in him. One thing him and I talked about is that 
once you’ve won you just want to win again. 

I think he’s a guy that understands what it takes to win. I think our team, 
at the end of the day, has been looking for leadership not just last year 
but the last few years, and Brad bringing in these guys this summer will 
really help us in that area.  

SN: Has your mindset changed on naming a captain this year, or are you 
content to continue without a captain in the near term? 

DS: I don’t think my mind has changed. You go back to last year, and 
while there were up and comers, anybody who was a consideration for it 
wasn’t under contract. So, really, it wouldn’t make much sense to be 
naming a captain when he’s only going to be here a year or two.  

It’s still a growth part of this team.  

I don’t think the captain thing is something I thought a lot about. I think I 
learned a lot about the players last year and we’ll just go from there. 

SN: Do significant off-season changes like these alter your approach or 
style of play? 

DS: I think you have to get to know the new players, how they fit and 
where they play. 

I think that’s the big challenge for us in training camp is seeing where 
those guys play. Who is Weegar’s partner? Is Huberdeau a Kadri guy or 
is he a Lindholm guy? Those things all come into it. Is there a young 
player who is going to come in and play an NHL game for us.    

In some ways, it’s like last year, when everyone was talking at this time 
about the Gio (Mark Giordano) thing. And who was going to be the 
captain? 

Well, it doesn’t affect us as much as everybody thought. 

I think our team matured by making the playoffs and understanding what 
it takes to win a series. 

Those guys in that 23-28 age bracket – and we had a lot of them - all 
showed progress last year. 

For this team to get better it’s not the new guys coming in, it’s those guys 
who have to get better. 

We know the guys coming in are good players and good people, so 
we’ve already got that going for us.   

SN: As talented as Huberdeau is, some people wonder about the two-
way game your system demands. Is this something you’re going to have 
to work on with him? 

DS: I’m sure, as with every player, guys who haven’t won championships 
have to learn that. That’s the same thing that was talked about here in 
Calgary for five years, all these guys the team was built around, all you 
ever heard about was ‘they don’t play in their own end,’ or ‘they don’t 
play this style.’     

They learned how to play it, and when you talk to Huberdeau about all 
those things, the kid has got his head and his heart in the right place. 
He’ll be fine. He’s a big, strong guy and he has incredible hands. 

We have enough good players to surround him with, and he’s going to 
make our guys better players. 

I’m not worried about that defensive part at all with him. 

Hubdreau reflects on why he decided to sign extension with  

SN: What does MacKenzie Weegar bring? 

DS: First and foremost, he’s coming off a good season where he had a 
statement year for him. It’s taken him a while in the NHL. He’s a guy who 
can fit in just about anywhere with your defence. He can play both sides, 
which is really important. 

He became an efficient penalty killer. I think he can be a good power play 
guy. 

I think it’s really good competition.  

He’s actually a very similar player to Ras (Rasmus Andersson). 

To get another player like that is great for our defence. 

In the end, in order to win a championship you have to make the playoffs 
over and over and over, and guys have to go through good and bad and 
be very self-motivated and self-critiquing. 

This player coming in is going to add top-four competition, which there 
wasn’t last year at this time. 

I think that’s critical. 

Noah (Hanifin), Ras, Tanny (Chris Tanev) and then it’s going to play out 
to see who plays where. 

SN: Given your old-school desire to build teams up the middle, do you 
now believe that with these additions you have all the pieces needed to 
be a contender? 

DS: Well, all the top teams have a star defenceman. Just go through the 
last seven or eight Stanley Cup teams and there’s a stud defenceman 
that can play half the game and all situations. I think we’re a more 
balanced type of defence than those teams. 

That’s the growth for those young guys to make those steps. I think with 
Ras, MacKenzie coming in and (Oliver) Kylington, those guys all have to 
take another big step in their development. 
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And I’m not old school (in wanting to build up the middle.) That is how 
you win. Pretty clear. Those are your most important players: your goalie, 
your four defencemen and your four or five centremen. 

More from Sportsnet 

'Masterful' management: Flames GM Brad Treliving is the MVP of the 
summer 

Senators, Tim Stutzle agree to eight-year, $66.8M contract extension 

SN: With 11 players last year with career seasons statistically, talk about 
the challenge of them needing to be even better this year. 

DS: I think the career years were based on goals and points probably, 
they were part of the best season they’ve had as individuals or as a team 
in a collective way. 

I think once they understood how much better they could be if you have 
the puck more than the other team it resulted in more production.  

You’re probably talking about Mang (Andrew Mangiapane), or Dillon 
(Dube), or Lindy. Those guys had career years but they’re just kids. 
They’re going to improve in the maturity of the game.  

Guys had career years but what gets overlooked for a lot of them is that I 
think playoffs were a big eye opener. They had a lot of struggles in the 
playoffs, so that’s the maturity part, that’s just experience and getting a 
year older. 

SN: With the loss of Gaudreau and Tkachuk are goals going to be harder 
to come by this season? 

DS: No question. We lost 80-some goals on left wing and right wing. Are 
you going to get 80-goals back? We were (sixth) in the league in goals 
for, but we still had enough of a margin between goals for and against 
that we were still going to have 100 points. So, we’re still going to have 
that same mindset, but at the same time the most important part last year 
wasn’t that we scored more goals. What was most important was that 
those guys who scored more goals were more efficient, 200-foot players. 

Brad Treliving is proving the Flames are moving forward | Tim & Friends 
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SN: Are you a better hockey team than you were last year. 

DS: We’ll find out. Last year I give our team lots of credit because they 
had zero respect coming out of the gate so to do what we did in the 
regular season and win a round and play the way we did, that’s a very 
good season.    

Are we a better team? I really don’t know.  

We’ll be a different type of team, but I am excited about our team. I’m 
excited that our players are excited. 

SN: What does your team have now that you didn’t have as much before. 

DS: I think we’re just a more mature team. By bringing in Kadri and the 
two boys from Florida, those boys are coming off big years on teams that 
were very effective. I’d say that, right there, is of value for us for sure. 

SN: Do you envision moving Andrew Mangiapane to the right wing like 
you did with Tkachuk last season? 

DS: We’ve just got to see. I’m not really sure. Mang is going to play, I’m 
going to bet, either with Kadri or Lindholm. We’ve got to let training camp 
play that one out. 

Who’s the best fit for Kadri is more important than where Mangiapane 
plays.    

SN: Flames fans have already been busy scribbling down their line 
combinations. Can we assume you have too? 

DS: No, I really haven’t. Huberdeau led the NHL in assists. That tells you 
there what he’s made of. 

What are the best fits for him is important. 

I think training camp will tell us a lot and we’ll just let it go. 

One thing about most of our guys is they can play both sides up front, so 
we’ll let it play out. 

We’re looking for Dillon to take another step, and Mang to take another 
step. Blake (Coleman) with a full year, where’s he going to play? 

You can bounce it all around, and it’s interesting to do it, but we’ll see 
what camp brings us. 

SN: What was your message to the players at the end of last year and 
throughout the summer? 

DS: Get 10% better. They were one of the poorest-trained teams in the 
league coming into last season. It was the biggest surprise I’d ever seen 
was when I came halfway through the year was the team’s conditioning 
part, so they became a slow team because of that. So, they really worked 
hard at it last summer and now they’re working hard at it again, and we 
think there’s still improvement there. And with that improvement then 
skillsets become more noticeable.  

Those kids that had career years last year just wasn’t by accident or 
because of philosophy. It’s because they trained a lot different, trained a 
lot harder to be faster players.   

They played the right way and were rewarded for it. 

SN: What are your expectations for this group? 

DS: Hard work, honesty and making the playoffs. 

The division is going to be tough. I think Edmonton and LA are really 
coming now, so there’s three spots that aren’t wild card spots and you 
want to be one of them. That was our goal last year and this year again. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 09.08.2022 

1251739 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens GM Kent Hughes places smart bet on Kirby 
Dach's potential 

 

Kirby Dach 'excited to get things rolling' after signing 4-year deal with 
Canadiens 

 

Newly signed Kirby Dach discusses his excitement for his new 
opportunity and to be at his first camp with the Montreal Canadiens, and 
is really looking forward to play a free and flowing offensive game under 
Marty St. Louis. Courtesy: TVA-Sports. 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsSeptember 7, 2022, 3:45 PM 
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BROSSARD, Que.— Kent Hughes made a smart bet here, and the 
payoff could be considerable. 

On Wednesday morning, the general manager of the Montreal 
Canadiens announced he signed 21-year-old Kirby Dach to a four-year, 
$13.45-million contract, which carries a $3.3625-million annual salary-
cap hit, and there’s no question it’s much more of a wager on Dach’s 
potential than it is on the results the player generated in his first three 
years in the NHL with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

But Dach’s potential—as a 6-foot-4, 197-pound right-handed centre who 
was drafted third overall in 2019—is high enough for this contract to look 
like a steal. 

It could even resemble one through the first two years, over which Dach 
would’ve earned less had they been the only two years he had signed 
for, but it’s highly probable it will pay major dividends for the Canadiens 
through Years 3 and 4—with the cap expected to rise and Dach having a 
good opportunity to thrive in an environment both he and Hughes feel is 
better suited to his game than the one he was coming out of in Chicago. 

On July 7, Hughes traded promising, young defenceman Alexander 
Romanov and the 98th pick in the 2022 Draft to the New York Islanders 
to acquire the 13th overall pick. He then flipped 13, along with Pick 66, to 
the Blackhawks to acquire Dach. 

Hughes said then that, with head coach Martin St. Louis at the helm of a 
much deeper development team installed by Hughes and the Canadiens’ 
brass in recent months, Dach’s ability to reach his potential was much 
greater. 

On Wednesday, Hughes affirmed how strongly he believes that vision will 
come to fruition. 

“Just about every trade that we’ve done, before we do it, we take the time 
to do our due diligence and understand the player as a player but also as 
an individual, and we’re comfortable with who Kirby Dach is as a human 
being first and foremost and what his potential is,” he said. “There’s no 
such thing as being 100 per-cent certain in this business, but we believe 
he’s got a lot of potential, and we believe in this environment—with our 
group, with our coach, with our development group and with the 
character of our locker room—that this is a better environment for Kirby 
Dach. And in that environment, we’re comfortable that he’s going to 
achieve good things in the Montreal Canadiens organization. Do we 
know 100 per cent? No. But we’re prepared to bet on him.” 

Why Canadiens are 'prepared to bet' that Dach can and will fulfill his 
potential 
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It looks like a big one considering what Hughes gave up to acquire Dach, 
what the player has produced to date—19 goals and 59 points in 152 
games—and him only topping out at nine goals and 26 points in 70 
games last season. 

But it’s a calculated one given what Dach did to get himself drafted as 
high as he was—and given what he feels he can do in the offensive 
system St. Louis has put into place with the Canadiens. 

“It’s obviously a great opportunity,” Dach said on Wednesday. “I can see 
the forward group here and the direction they took when Marty took over 
and how well they played and how free and offensive flowing the game 
was for them. It was quite exciting for me to get an opportunity to come 
here and play, and I think it’ll fit into my game and my game fits into it 
and, come Sept. 22, I’m excited to get things rolling and see how it all 
plays out.” 

He could’ve signed a shorter deal and bet on himself to bank that much 
more down the line. 

Hughes said two-, and three-year options were on the table, and Dach 
said that, naturally, he had to contemplate them. 

Kirby Dach 'excited to get things rolling' after signing 4-year deal with 
Canadiens 
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But, after consulting with his agent, his family and trusted friends, Dach 
felt the deal he ended up signing would best enable him to do what he 
wasn’t quite capable of doing in Chicago. 

“Just kind of figured that the four years gives me a little bit more time to 
grow and develop—especially with this team and where the direction is 
heading—and to get integrated with the guys and start to build something 
chemistry-wise in the locker room and build a team here,” he said. “So, I 
think the four-year deal really helped me out. 

“In the long run, yeah, if things all go well and we’re sitting here after two 
years, I might be leaving money on the table. (But) at the end of the day, 
it’s about winning Stanley Cups; not about making a lot of money. 
Obviously, that comes down the road, but it’s the second thought after 
winning.” 

Dach doesn’t have to think about anything but his play as he begins this 
new chapter with the Canadiens. 

He said he feels 100 per-cent healthy, and if he remains that way and 
takes the steps he’s expected to take, he’ll come out of this contract a 
restricted free agent with arbitration rights, one year away from 
unrestricted free agency and looking at a big payday on any contract he 
eventually agrees to. 

Dach feels good about his game and looks forward to fresh start with 
Canadiens 
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Injuries—most notably one to his wrist, suffered at the 2018 World Junior 
Championship—got in the way of Dach performing to his potential with 
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Chicago. His inexperience at this level, how he was used by Blackhawks 
coaches, and a great deal of off- and on-ice turmoil within that market, 
were unquestionably factors as well. 

But the Alberta native feels that’s all behind him now. 

“I think I’ve always been confident in my play, I don’t think that’s ever 
wavered. But coming here, it’s almost a restart for me,” Dach said. 
“Three years in Chicago, (there were) ups and downs. Whether it was 
things I control or not control, I’m in a good spot, I think, with my game. 

“It was good to get out with some of the guys and skate today, and I think 
the biggest takeaway I have coming here is to play free and be creative 
and just use my instincts a little bit more; trust myself around the net, 
shoot a little more pucks, kind of be that dual-threat player that I want to 
become. And I spent most of the summer working on that. I’m just trying 
to break out of the last three years, put it behind me, and focus on the 
positives moving forward.” 

If that enables Dach to produce six more points than he did last season, 
he’ll hit the average the nine NHL forwards making between $3.2 million 
and $3.5 million produced over at least 70 games during 2021-22. 

The payoff for the Canadiens, should Dach exceed 32 points per season 
by a considerable margin, is one thing, but taking into account the natural 
progression of a 21-year-old with over 150 games of NHL experience 
also puts the risk factor into proper perspective. 

It’s hard to imagine Dach will take a step backwards at this stage and, 
even if he stagnates and only produces marginally more than he did a 
season ago, this contract isn’t likely to appear like a dud at any point. 

The Canadiens placed starting goaltender Carey Price in off-season 
long-term injury relief to clear the space necessary to get it signed and 
remain cap compliant. They have one last deal to get done—a contract 
for goaltender Cayden Primeau Hughes said appears closer to 
materializing—and they’ll likely have a bit of maneuvering to do on the 
trade market to create the financial flexibility they’d prefer to have 
heading into this season. 

Hughes said he tried to make a trade before getting Dach signed but, 
without one materializing, opted to place Price on off-season LTIR to 
ensure Dach wasn’t coming to training camp facing lingering questions 
over his unsettled financial situation. With that decision, the Canadiens 
lost a bit more of the flexibility they’d otherwise have had they been able 
to clear some space and just place Price on LTIR at the start of the 
regular season. 

But none of that impacts how Hughes feels about this deal. 

“I think both sides bet on each other a little bit here,” he said. “It doesn’t 
mean we’re expecting Kirby Dach to put the Montreal Canadiens on his 
back in October of 2022. We’re going to create this process where he’s 
going to continue to grow. He’s 21 years of age.” 

Together, Dach and the Canadiens are more likely make this contract 
look like a bargain than an albatross by the time he reaches 25 years of 
age. 

As Hughes said, there are no guarantees. But there’s no denying he’s 
made a smart bet here. 
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TSN.CA / Ekblad-Weegar blueline chemistry untouchable to the end 

 

Salim Valji 

 

One of the NHL’s best defence pairings ended this summer when the 
Florida Panthers dealt MacKenzie Weegar to the Calgary Flames. 

On July 22, the Flames and Panthers connected on one of the biggest 
trades in the salary cap era, with Calgary sending gritty power forward 
Matthew Tkachuk to Florida in exchange for Weegar, winger Jonathan 
Huberdeau, prospect Cole Schwindt, and a conditional first-round pick in 
2025. 

Two weeks later, Calgary general manager Brad Treliving flew to 
Montreal to meet his new star winger for steak and baked halibut at Bar 
George in the city’s Golden Square Mile, an evening now referred to by 
Flames fans as “The Dinner” given that Huberdeau, a native of Saint-
Jerome, Que., signed an eight-year, $84 million contract days later. 

Prior to that dinner in Montreal, there was a ‘last supper’ held in Miami 
Beach – the wedding of Panthers blueliner Aaron Ekblad.  

Huberdeau, Weegar, and several of their now-ex Florida teammates 
toasted the Ekblads and the end of an era for the franchise. Huberdeau, 
chosen third overall by the Panthers in 2011, owns several all-time team 
records, including games played (671) and points (613). 

Ottawa native Weegar was a late-round pick in 2013 and blossomed into 
one of the league’s most underrated defencemen, while Ekblad of 
Windsor, Ont., has been a Panthers franchise pillar since being chosen 
first overall a year later. They had spent close to a decade together in 
Florida, but their time together, at least on the ice, came to an end that 
July day. 

“There was just a lot of big hugs back and forth and talks about when we 
come to Calgary, we’re going to have dinner; when you guys come to 
Florida, we’re going to hang out,” the 26-year-old Ekblad said. 

“Just talks about not letting our friendship drift away. I think we’ll have no 
problem doing that.” 

Ekblad and the 28-year-old Weegar combined to form one of the National 
Hockey League’s best duos last season. At five-on-five, they were 11th 
among all defence pairs* in controlling 56.24 per cent of shots and 13th 
in goals-for percentage (61.54). The past two seasons Weegar is plus-
69, second among all NHL defencemen, and his 80 points rank 15th. 

“As a right-handed defenceman playing the left side, it’s not easy,” 
Ekblad said. “He kind of mastered that. That’s extremely impressive…we 
just had a telepathic sense of what we were going to do. It was almost a 
look. You get that with a defence partner when you’ve played together for 
a decent amount of time, you get that look in your eye and I know what 
he wants me to do and I know what he wants me to do.” 

On or off the ice, part of a great partnership is brutal honesty with the 
goal of improvement.  

“We weren’t afraid to get back to the bench and have a big f--- you 
[shouting] match as well,” Ekblad said. 

“We were always friends no matter what, but we were accountable and 
wanted the best for each other and that was what made us good.” 

Ekblad and Weegar would often skate together before other Panthers hit 
the ice, working on the details of the game. 

“I don’t know if he liked it, but I would always drag him on the ice early 
and just pass a hundred pucks to each other,” Ekblad said. 

“I would skate us around the ice and we would throw pucks into each 
others’ feet and have to pick them up, rip hard passes at each other into 
the hands and you have to pick it up and put it on your stick.” 

As for Huberdeau, Ekblad simply said that his former teammate is a 
“damn good hockey player.”  

The blockbuster deal marks the beginning of new eras for two franchises 
looking to cement themselves as perennial playoff contenders. Despite 
the many reasons for optimism for both the Flames and Panthers 
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heading into the 2022-23 season, there is a human element to a trade 
when two good friends must part ways. 

“I’m going to miss those guys like crazy,” Ekblad said. 

“Weegs’ dog and my dog are brothers from another mother. Actually, I 
think they’re brothers from the same mother. We’re close. It absolutely 
broke my heart when they got traded…when we’re together, it’s just 
laughs. It’s good, honest conversation, it’s just natural.” 

*Among the 101 defence pairs in 2021-22 with at least 200 minutes 
together. Data courtesy of Natural Stat Trick 
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TSN.CA / Sens make smart bet on young star Stützle 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Ottawa’s Tim Stützle is a star in the making. And it seems general 
manager Pierre Dorion shares that opinion, as the team announced 
Wednesday a max-term extension for the 20-year old, now signed on a 
$66.8 million dollar contract through the 2030-31 season. 

Stützle entered the league with quite the pedigree. A former third overall 
pick (2020) whose play with Germany at the IIHF World Junior 
Championships drew immediate scouting attention from North America. 
And since entering the league, Stützle has been a solid top-six forward. 
His sophomore season saw him tally 59 points (22 goals and 36-assists) 
and just as notably, meaningful developmental steps as a two-way 
centreman. 

If you hadn’t watched much of Stützle last season, you might bristle a bit 
at the size of the contract relative to his counting numbers. After all, we 
are talking about a player who was out-scored by players like Florida’s 
Anthony Duclair and St. Louis’ Brayden Schenn, the latter doing it in just 
60 games. And maybe more concerningly, Ottawa again was upside-
down with Stützle on the ice. The Senators were outscored 56-44 
(minus-12) with him on the ice at even strength last season, begging the 
question just how impactful the second-year professional was. 

But this is where context matters a great deal, particularly for a younger 
player. Ottawa has been trying to push out of a deep and ugly rebuild for 
some time now, and the quality of talent around the lineup has been, to 
say the least, limited. All Stützle has ever known has been a weak blue-
line behind him, and only recently has the team put scoring weaponry 
around him. We know quality of teammates – especially for truly young 
players – matters a great deal. And such was true for players that pre-
dated Stützle’s extension, too. Because if you are going to knock Stützle 
for being run-over in Ottawa last season, you must consider other players 
who were ran over early in their careers, too. 

If you look at Stützle’s on-ice numbers, it’s clear where the weakness 
was, and that was on the defensive side. Ottawa bled goals – the weak 
blue-line certainly contributory, as were a collection of young forwards 
and some shaky play from goaltender Matt Murray. To that end, let’s 
differentiate young forwards with upside-down on-ice results into two 
categories: those who didn’t generate offence, and those who couldn’t 
stop the bleeding defensively: 

First, the heavily utilized young players – many with draft pedigree – who 
couldn’t generate meaningful offence: 

There is plenty of NHL talent on this list, and a few players who ended up 
becoming real stars. Headlining that list from this group would include 
Nashville’s Ryan Johansen, Calgary’s Elias Lindholm, Philadelphia’s 
Sean Couturier, and St. Louis’ Ryan O’Reilly. Interestingly, the latter 
three players are considered some of the best defensive centres in the 

league; their sticking power, and why they ended up realizing big 
contracts, was because they were so tough to score against. 

But there are a lot of players whose inability to create offensively stuck 
with them as they aged into the league. And as the talent around them 
changed, the defensive numbers they posted early in their careers 
started cratering. It’s why you see so many players on this list who were 
(a) drafted high; but (b) have only been able to carve out middle-six or 
depth-type roles in the league. 

Now, the opposite: players who did generate offence, but bled goals 
against in heavy minutes: 

A much more impressive group at first glance. Almost every single one of 
these skaters has had long-term sticking power and the outliers are to 
the downside – players like Edmonton’s Sam Gagner, or Buffalo’s Casey 
Mittelstadt look out of place here. 

And then look at the star power amongst the rest of the group. Calgary’s 
Jonathan Huberdeau just posted a 115-point season. Toronto’s John 
Tavares will cross the 400 goal threshold this season. Mika Zibanejad 
has become a star in New York, and on a related note, also an integral 
piece in what appears to be one of the most lopsided trades of the past 
decade. Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen? His shoulders are a bit sore this 
summer from hoisting the Stanley Cup. That’s just for starters. 

Another thing that’s not lost on me? Look at the related statistical 
measures, like net shots and net expected goals. These are always 
worth checking in on to see if on-ice measures like goals – immensely 
valuable, but few and far between relative to shots and scoring chances 
– are lying to us. Consider the two groups based on their pre-age 21 
play: 

Despite having similar on-ice challenges, the underlying numbers were 
much more encouraging for the forwards who couldn’t realize defensive 
success. The defensive laggards were considerably better on both fronts, 
a strong indication their on-ice numbers were less representative of their 
overall play than the offensive laggards. 

So what’s going on here? There is no exact science (duh) with player 
evaluation, but a few critical points here: 

- Forwards tend to have more individual control over offensive production 
than defensive production; 

- Defensive performance is more fleeting at the team-level than offensive 
performance, which makes the offensive components a bit more reliable 
as predictive measures for future play;  

- Front offices historically skew pay for forwards based on their individual 
contributions (i.e. goals and assists); and 

- Quality of teammates matter, as always 

Something to chew on for that last point: Stützle’s most common year-
one linemates were Drake Batherson, Thomas Chabot, Nikita Zaitsev, 
and Chris Tierney. In year two, that became Alex Formenton, Thomas 
Chabot, Artem Zub, and Connor Brown, with a little Brady Tkachuk 
sprinkled in. Big upgrade. 

Year three? Early indications his line will feature a 41-goal scorer in Alex 
DeBrincat and veteran playmaker Claude Giroux. With a heavy dose of 
the Chabot pairing behind him, Stützle and his playmaking ability are 
being armed in an incredible fashion. 

Ottawa’s trying to front-run a breakout season from Stützle in year three 
by taking care of his extension a year early. 

We will have to wait to see if it’s the right bet, but as a prognosticator 
considering all of the circumstances, I love Ottawa’s wager here. 
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