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Carolina Hurricanes roster for 2022 NHL Prospects Showcase includes 14 drafted players 

By Chip Alexander 

Former first-round draft pick Ryan Suzuki will be among the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ prospects team that will compete in the 
2022 NHL Prospects Showcase this month, the team 
announced Thursday. 

The event is scheduled Sept. 16-19 at Invisalign Arena, the 
Canes’ practice facility in Morrisville, and PNC Arena. 
Admission to all games is free. 

The Canes’ roster includes 14 players who were drafted by 
the Hurricanes. Joining Suzuki, who represented the team at 
the recent NHLPA Rookie Showcase in Washington, are: 

Jamieson Rees (2019, second round), Noel Gunler (2020, 
second round), Vasily Ponomarev (2020, second round), 
Anttoni Honka (2019, third round) and Tuukka Tieksola 
(2019, fourth round). 

More recent selections include 2022 draft pick Jakub 
Vondras (sixth round) and 2021 draft picks Patrik Hamrla 
(third round), Bobby Orr (fifth round), Justin Robidas (fifth 
round) and Bryce Montgomery (sixth round). 

The four teams will face off during the four-day event, which 
begins Friday, Sept. 16, with the Carolina Hurricanes playing 

the Florida Panthers at Invisalign Arena at 10 a.m. Nashville 
and Tampa Bay also are competing. 

2022 NHL Prospects Showcase 

Friday, Sept. 16 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers (Invisalign Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators 
(Invisalign Arena) 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

Practice Day 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (PNC Arena)
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Camaraderie Builds, Coghlan Impresses On Canes Day At The Ballpark 

Newcomer bonds with teammates and goes deep a trio of 
times 

By Walt Ruff 

DURHAM, NC. - With Training Camp fewer than two weeks 
away, many Carolina Hurricanes players have made their 
way back to the Triangle. 

While they'll take part in some informal skates leading up to 
the official start of the season, Wednesday a group took their 
talents to the diamond, taking batting practice and shagging 
some fly balls with the Durham Bulls. 

Brett Pesce, Jordan Martinook, Frederik Andersen, Brady 
Skjei and Dylan Coghlan each took their turns getting some 
cuts in the cage, alternating with both current and future 
Tampa Bay Rays stars Wander Franco and Josh Lowe, 
among others. 

"It was a blast. I haven't swung a baseball bat in a while, so 
to be able to do it on a professional field felt awesome," Skjei 
glowingly offered following. "Meeting the players and 
[Manager Brady Williams] was great. It's something we don't 
get to do very often, but I'm glad we got the chance to do it." 

As Skjei held his own in the batter's box, it was the 
newcomer, Coghlan, who wound up stealing the show. 

Not only was he able to put one over the 32-foot-high "Blue 
Monster" at Durham Bulls Athletic Park, but he hit three over 
the fence, including one that rattled off of the famous 'Hit 
Bull, Win Steak' sign in left field. 

"I wasn't expecting to get one out, but it was nice," the 
summer acquisition modestly said in reflect. "I knew I could 
hit it pretty good and it was one of those things where you're 
pretty rusty at the start, but once you get in a rhythm it's a 
pretty smooth swing." 

"My mom texted me and said, 'All the years I've watched Bull 
Durham, I never once imagined my kid would hit the bull', so 
that was pretty cool. I'd never really thought about it that 
way. As a kid, that's never one of those things you think 
about. I was a big fan of the movie, so it was a pretty cool 
experience." 

The venture as a whole wound up being dually beneficial for 
the group, as they not only got to learn of Coghlan's dazzling 
baseball abilities, but also got to bond with one another 
before they find themselves in the thick of the season. 

"Team building is enormous for us. We're already a really 
close group and we've had a lot of similar guys the past few 
seasons, so we're all good buddies. We like to do that stuff 
away from the rink as a team. Plus, nobody embarrassed 
themselves, so that's what we are looking for," Skjei 
laughingly closed with. 

"It's great, especially for me, the new guy coming in here," 
Coghlan spoke with appreciation. "Not knowing a lot of 
people, getting used to the city, learning stuff to do outside 
from the rink, the guys have been incredible. They've been 
super welcoming and made it super easy to transition here. 
The more we get to do stuff like this, bond as a team, it'll only 
help our chemistry on and off the ice."

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article265490411.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/camaraderie-builds-coghlan-impresses-on-canes-day-at-the-ballpark/c-335494656 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 9, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 

1251746 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes roster for 2022 NHL Prospects Showcase includes 
14 drafted players 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Former first-round draft pick Ryan Suzuki will be among the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ prospects team that will compete in the 2022 NHL Prospects 
Showcase this month, the team announced Thursday. 

The event is scheduled Sept. 16-19 at Invisalign Arena, the Canes’ 
practice facility in Morrisville, and PNC Arena. Admission to all games is 
free. 

The Canes’ roster includes 14 players who were drafted by the 
Hurricanes. Joining Suzuki, who represented the team at the recent 
NHLPA Rookie Showcase in Washington, are: 

Jamieson Rees (2019, second round), Noel Gunler (2020, second 
round), Vasily Ponomarev (2020, second round), Anttoni Honka (2019, 
third round) and Tuukka Tieksola (2019, fourth round), 

More recent selections include 2022 draft pick Jakub Vondras (sixth 
round) and 2021 draft picks Patrik Hamrla (third round), Bobby Orr (fifth 
round), Justin Robidas (fifth round) and Bryce Montgomery (sixth round). 

The four teams will face off during the four-day event, which begins 
Friday, Sept. 16, with the Carolina Hurricanes playing the Florida 
Panthers at Invisalign Arena at 10 a.m. Nashville and Tampa Bay also 
are competing. 

2022 NHL Prospects Showcase 

Friday, Sept. 16 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers (Invisalign Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators (Invisalign Arena) 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

Practice Day 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers (PNC Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (PNC Arena) 
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NHL business notebook: What new tricks Zac Bell has planned for 2022-
23, plus national TV schedule news, more 

 

Sean Shapiro 

08/09/2022 

 

“Is Zac Bell on the ice right now?” 

That’s been a common question asked of employees at the Carolina Ice 
Palace — primarily coming from kids between 8 and 11 years old — 
since the 22-year-old trick-shot artist posted on social media early this 
week that he was on location in Charleston, South Carolina, filming a 
hockey-related movie. 

NHLers David Krejci and Torey Krug train at the same rink most 
mornings, but Bell is the one who gets flooded with selfie requests as 
soon as he steps off the ice — and accommodates the young fans with a 
smile and a fistbump. 

He’s the most sought-after hockey celebrity in South Carolina, a traveling 
hockey phenomenon with a following that has expanded beyond the 
sport. 

“It’s nothing that I really would have expected,” Bell says. “It wasn’t 
master planned or anything like that.” 

Bell’s playing days were ended by multiple head injuries in 2019, but his 
career in hockey — and it is a full-time career — was just getting started. 
In 2020, he leaned back into a trick-shot platform, Always Hockey, he 
had originally launched in 2014 on Instagram. 

“There was a point where I decided to fold (Always Hockey) away, and I 
said, ‘No, I don’t want to be this person. I don’t want to be Always 
Hockey. I just want to be Zac Bell,'” Bell says. “So I took the time to just 
play AAA hockey, go play junior hockey, and I just took all of my mindset 
out of the social media. I just felt I just wanted to be a normal hockey 
player. 

“But that changed and that was taken from me, so I got back to (Always 
Hockey) during my dark-room period. And I was back home recovering, 
and I just did this one video out in the driveway, and you know, I did a 
quick little 360 spin I caught on the shaft, threw it up, slapped a bar 
down, and I woke up the next morning and it was like our first real 
genuine mainstream viral video. We woke up to 5 million plus (views) on 
the one video on TikTok and on Instagram.” 

The clip went beyond traditional hockey circles, appearing on news 
networks in the United States and Canada — including NBC, CNN and 
Fox — and, during a time when news was dominated by COVID-19, 
Bell’s trick shots filled a hole in sports coverage. 

“There weren’t any professional athletes. There wasn’t anything going 
on. No NHL. Nothing. It was all stopped,” Bell says. “So all of a sudden, it 
was all eyes on us.” 
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Bell has carried over the momentum since hockey restarted, becoming a 
branding success story and a mainstream face in the sport. He has 
nearly 850,000 followers on TikTok. The Toronto Maple Leafs, for 
comparison, have just over 370,000 — and they have had TikTok as a 
helmet sponsor. He also has a signature stick with Bauer, was part of the 
NHL All-Star Game in Las Vegas in February, and when EA Sports 
launched its NHL 23 advertising campaign, he was heavily featured 
alongside cover athletes Sara Nurse and Trevor Zegras. 

Multiple NHL teams have contacted Bell about trick-shot performances at 
their games this season. 

Bell takes the recognition as a point of pride, but he says it’s secondary 
to the part he can play in growing the game among those who wouldn’t 
have paid attention if not for trick-shot videos. 

“As soon as it escaped the niche that is hockey and we started getting 
calls from mainstream platforms, that’s when we felt like it was something 
more,” Bell says. “We started getting opportunities outside of hockey, and 
we started really captivating an audience and a demographic of people 
that, frankly, have never seen snow.” 

Bell heavily uses the term “we” when discussing his business, which is 
reflective of what Always Hockey has become. He is the one performing 
the trick shots, but he now travels with close friend Jordan Burnett, who 
is a combination of cameraman, confidant and creative sounding board. 

“It gets to a point where you can almost get lonely and lost in your own 
headspace, especially when you’re a creator,” Bell says. “So it was really 
nice to have Jordan become an official partner in this. Jordan comes in 
and he shows that different perspective, or he sees from behind the 
camera, and he adds that little input that maybe ends up making the 
video possible.” 

Bell says he’s looking forward to exploring new spaces this season, 
including more live performances, in addition to building on the social 
media base. 

“I think we are still just at the start of figuring out everything this can be,” 
he says. 

National TV schedules 

ESPN and Turner announced their remaining national schedules 
Wednesday. The NHL had previously announced that the networks 
would have back-to-back opening doubleheaders on Oct. 11 (ESPN) and 
12 (TNT). It should be noted that the league season officially starts on 
Oct. 7 and 8 with games in Prague, each at 1 p.m. Eastern, between the 
Nashville Predators and San Jose Sharks. 

Turner’s national schedule includes 60 regular-season games, primarily 
on Wednesday evenings, with more doubleheaders this season than in 
2021-22. 

TNT will still have the Winter Classic and picks up the Black Friday 
marquee game in a trade with ESPN. ESPN will have the Stadium Series 
game after it was on TNT last season. ESPN will still carry the All-Star 
Game and skills competition. 

As part of the seven-year TV deal, the Stanley Cup switches from ESPN 
to Turner this season. The networks alternate coverage of the Stanley 
Cup Final throughout the deal, with each getting one conference final 
after splitting the first two rounds. 

ESPN will carry 103 exclusive games across ESPN, ESPN2, ABC, 
ESPN+ and Hulu. Fifty-three of those games will be streaming exclusives 
on ESPN+ and Hulu. 

ESPN’s scheduling has changed slightly from Year 1 of its seven-year 
deal with the NHL. After focusing more heavily on ESPN+ and Hulu 
exclusive streaming games, there is a higher percentage of linear or 
traditional games on the docket this season. ESPN is also planning on 
having less overlap of its national games during the regular season, 
which hurt viewership numbers. 

There are a couple of key reasons for this. For starters, Turner has the 
Stanley Cup Final this season after ESPN carried it in 2022. When it 
comes to advertising buys, boosting the inventory elsewhere was 
important. According to multiple sources, ESPN also saw better returns 
than expected on the NHL’s out-of-market streaming package, which 
migrated onto the platform from NHL.TV last season. While ESPN+ 
exclusives for national games helped subscriber numbers, it wasn’t as 
crucial as expected for the network when it came to converting hockey 
fans into ESPN+ subscribers. 
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Ranking the top 20 Calder Trophy candidates for the 2022-23 NHL 
season 

 

Scott Wheeler 

08/09/2022 

 

It’s that time of the year again. With another hockey season around the 
corner (they really have a way of creeping up on us, don’t they?), my 
annual look at the incoming rookie class returns for a fifth straight year at 
The Athletic. 

However, we’re unsure for a second consecutive season whether the 
preceding draft class will produce immediate NHLers (only Cole Sillinger 
graduated directly out of the 2021 draft, and while Juraj Slafkovsky and 
Shane Wright will be given every opportunity to do the same out of 2022, 
they’re not automatic in the same way that a Connor Bedard will be a 
year from now either), we’re poised for another strong rookie class — 
which has become the norm in a league that is increasingly trending 
younger. 

This list differs from my annual top 50 drafted prospects ranking in that it 
has less to do with projecting players into the future and more to do with 
where they’re at in the present. Here, I’m considering things like a team’s 
depth chart, and a player’s likely role, minutes and ultimately production 
within them — and only for this season. Here, I’m focused more on a 
player’s potential counting stats (which, whether we like it or not, drive 
awards voting) within the context of their likely opportunity and less on 
my own evaluations of their talent. This is meant almost as a tutor for 
fantasy hockey managers to fill in the gaps that Dom’s fantasy 
projections have trouble modeling for players who haven’t yet hit the 
league. 

The criteria for inclusion here also differs from the one I use for my own 
prospects work. In my other work, I don’t use the Calder Trophy’s 
definition of a rookie because I find it too rigid in some ways (the 25 
games played cutoff) and too loose in others (the Calder’s age criteria of 
under-26 by Sept. 15 of each season does not align with what aging 
curves tell us about when a prospect is done being a prospect). As a 
result, someone like 23-year-old Avalanche signee Ben Meyers, who I 
would not normally consider a prospect, remains eligible for the league’s 
top rookie award this season (and for this list). 

1. Owen Power, LHD, 19 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 1, 2021) 

There isn’t a player on this list who is going to play more — or be 
counted upon more — than Power will in Buffalo this season. We saw it 
at the tail end of last year with the Sabres, when he averaged 22:05 in 
his eight games in April (third on the team in ice time during that period). 
So where an assessment has to be made about opportunity and 
likelihood of success within it for each of the other players on this list, 
only the latter must be considered here because he’s going to play. 
There’s no reason to believe he won’t be successful, either, which is a 
pretty impressive thing to say about a defenceman who doesn’t turn 20 
until the end of November. His play and statistical profile as a sophomore 
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at Michigan signalled immediate success at the NHL level. And maybe 
more importantly, so did his play against professionals at the men’s world 
championships (where Team Canada got better the more they played 
him), the Olympics, and especially down the stretch with the Sabres in 
those big minutes when he performed well (the Sabres outscored the 
opposition 9-8, out-chanced them 75-57, and outshot them 87-63 with 
Power on the ice at five-on-five, and he played to a team-high expected 
goals for percentage of 56). 

If he can continue to drive results, the points he’ll need to be in the 
Calder conversation will come. The only real question mark is whether 
he’ll get the PP reps required to go from in-the-conversation to 
frontrunner-for-the-trophy. In his eight games late last year, the 7:43 he 
played on the man advantage was well back of the 27:28 played by 
Rasmus Dahlin and even the 17:57 played by Henri Jokiharju. They’re 
not going to prioritize him over Dahlin on PP1, but he needs to either be 
given Jokiharju’s minutes or take them if he’s going to go from the 30-
point season I think he can put together in his sleep to the 50-point one 
that won Moritz Seider the Calder. Still, the combination of his track 
record, the minutes he’s going to play and his talent, should give Power 
the preseason pole position in the race. 

2. Matty Beniers, C, 19 (Seattle Kraken — No. 2, 2021) 

I think there are forwards on this list who, in the prime of their careers, 
will be more productive than Beniers will be in his. But as I pulled my hair 
over the half a dozen forwards that I considered slotting here behind 
Power, none felt like they were going to have a greater opportunity than 
he will in Seattle this year (though a couple came close, and I’ll get to 
them momentarily). There’s a real chance he’s the Kraken’s No. 1 centre 
this year, and an even better one that he’s at least a top-six pivot for 
them. Because of the way he plays (fast, determined, two-way hockey), 
he’s also not going to have quite as steep a learning curve as some of 
the players below him here. It doesn’t hurt that he has already shown it, 
either. 

I don’t expect him to continue on the nine-in-10, 74-point pace he played 
at in his introduction to the NHL in the spring, but I don’t think a strong 
50-point campaign is at all out of the question. My bigger concern with 
Beniers as far as the Calder Trophy conversation goes is that a 50-
something-point campaign might get you nominated but it won’t win the 
award, and I’m not sure the Kraken have enough talent around him for 
him to produce much beyond that. Remember: Jared McCann’s 50 points 
led the Kraken in scoring last year. Will Andre Burakovsky and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand help them score more? Absolutely. Will they be enough to 
turn a good rookie season for Beniers into a great one? I’m less 
convinced. He’s a safe bet for the former though. 

3. Mason McTavish, C, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 3, 2021) 

It’s hard not to get carried away with McTavish’s performance at the 
world juniors — where he looked a cut above his peers and his plays 
screamed “forget making the team, that’s an impact NHLer” — and 
consider him a clear frontrunner this year. It’s even harder when you 
consider his pro frame, strength and power, his physicality, his NHL shot, 
and all of the other things that should make his adjustment to the NHL 
level a relatively seamless one. But he will also have to contend with 
something that someone like Beniers won’t: depth at his natural position, 
centre. If the Ducks are intent on playing Trevor Zegras at centre, he’s 
the No. 1 guy there. They’ve also signed Ryan Strome, who has played 
at a 66-points-per-82-games pace over the last three seasons, 
presumably to be the second-line centre. I’d probably wager McTavish is 
more likely to end up as a top-six winger than a top-six centre this 
season if he’s going to play in that kind of a role. And though I think he’d 
fit in just fine as a 3C behind Zegras and Strome if he can’t grab a top-six 
role, that’s just not likely to produce Calder-calibre numbers. 

4. Cole Perfetti, C/LW, 20 (Winnipeg Jets — No. 10, 2020) 

I think there are potentially two very different outcomes for Perfetti this 
season. If the Jets commit to playing him on one of the two power-play 
units, and as the sixth top-six forward on a line with two of their 
established five of Kyle Connor, Nik Ehlers, Pierre-Luc Dubois, Blake 

Wheeler and Mark Scheifele, I think he’s capable of running with it and 
putting together a big year. My belief in Perfetti as a top-of-the-lineup 
player is longstanding and undeterred. If, however, they deem a player 
like, say, Mason Appleton, to be a better fit in the top six, that may take 
him out of the Calder running altogether. His skill allows him to play with 
skilled players and his smarts should enable him to elevate them. I’m not 
sure he’ll have the same effect playing with a Morgan Barron or a Jansen 
Harkins, per se. The good news is the Jets have talked pretty openly 
about how they’re keen to make Perfetti a big piece of the puzzle this 
season, so I like his odds of getting a look with the roster’s more talented 
players and hanging onto it. We can’t ethically gamble on odds for 
awards that we have a say in determining, but if I could, the early lines 
that Perfetti is getting look favourable to me (especially if Jets coach Rick 
Bowness starts talking about him in the way GM Kevin Cheveldayoff has 
of late once camp starts). 

5. Jack Quinn, RW, 20 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 8, 2020) 

Quinn’s ready. I’m confident he’s going to make the Sabres out of camp 
and stick. But if it’s assumed that Victor Olofsson, Jeff Skinner and Alex 
Tuch are going to be three of the four wingers inside the top-six, who will 
the last be? I think there’s a real chance it’s Quinn, but he’s not the only 
one with a case and Peyton Krebs showed flashes of being ready for that 
kind of opportunity last year as well (plus Krebs obviously has a little 
more NHL experience). Maybe it’s Krebs’ to start, Quinn begins in more 
of a depth role, and Quinn takes the job as the season progresses. That 
feels like a realistic scenario. You’ve got to be there almost from start to 
finish to make it onto Calder ballots though. I think there’s a scenario 
where Quinn wins the job and holds it, too. But it’s not a sure thing. I 
think this range is fair, accordingly. 

6. Kent Johnson, C/LW, 19 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 5, 2021) 

Had the Blue Jackets hung onto Bjorkstrand, and had Alexandre Texier 
returned, Johnson would have been an extremely difficult player to slot 
here without seeing how camp played out for him. Hell, even without 
those guys the Blue Jackets’ top nine is more crowded than that of, say, 
the Sabres in Quinn’s case or Seattle’s in Beniers’ case. We know 
Johnny Gaudreau, Patrik Laine and Jakub Voracek will be playing at the 
top of the lineup on the wings. It looks like Boone Jenner, Jack Roslovic 
and Cole Sillinger will be the top-three centres. But they’ve also got Kirill 
Marchenko, who has a lot of believers in the hockey world, coming in as 
a rookie, and Gustav Nyquist is going to play in the top nine. That’s eight 
guys. Johnson makes it nine. Maybe it’s as simple as that and they have 
three balanced lines. 

But who plays on the second line, presumably with opposite Voracek on 
the left wing? Does Johnson have a leg up on Marchenko and Nyquist for 
that spot? I’m not sure they even know the answer to that. Presumably, 
Gaudreau, Laine, and Voracek are going to take the three winger spots 
on PP1. That depth can be a double-edged sword, for sure. On one 
hand, Johnson may not be gifted the opportunities he’d get on a lesser 
team. On the other, the opportunities he does get, even if it’s on the third 
line and second PP, will likely come with more talented linemates than 
some of those other rookies anyway. It’ll be fascinating to see how it 
plays out. Johnson is going to be a top-line forward long term. I’m very 
confident in that. But whether that happens for him this year feels like 
more of a roll of the dice. 

7. Jake Sanderson, LHD, 20 (Ottawa Senators — No. 5, 2020) 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith has hinted at starting the year with a 
first pairing of Thomas Chabot and Artem Zub, but there’s little else about 
their defence that is pre-determined heading into the year. That leaves a 
pretty big opportunity for Sanderson to potentially play top-four minutes 
as a rookie — if not to start, then certainly as the season progresses if he 
can meet the moment, which he’s absolutely capable of doing. That’s 
particularly true on the left side, where neither Nick Holden (who is now 
35) nor Erik Brannstrom (who appeared to round a corner with Smith late 
last season but still has much to prove) are clearcut top-four 
defencemen. So assuming good health, Sanderson is well-positioned for 
a good opportunity on an improved team. 
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There are no concerns about his skating, his physical maturity or his 
ability to defend. And while Brannstrom probably has a leg up on PP2 
duty, I don’t think those minutes are a given either. In Sanderson’s best-
case scenario, I think he’s the LD2 at five-on-five right out of camp and 
established as the PP2 QB by Christmas. If that happens, and he’s 
playing 19-plus minutes a night, and he can get pucks into the hands of 
their forwards, he’ll have a solid enough year to be in the Calder 
conversation — even if that may not quite be enough to win it. 

8. Alexander Holtz, RW/LW, 20 (New Jersey Devils — No. 7, 2020) 

Holtz’s Calder case likely comes down, almost entirely, to whether or not 
he plays with one of Jack Hughes or Nico Hischier, especially the former. 
We know that a couple of those spots on the wing in the Devils’ top six 
are already spoken for. You don’t pay Ondrej Palat $30 million not to play 
him there. Jesper Bratt just scored 73 points. Yegor Sharangovich has 
played at a 25-goals-per-82-games pace through the first two seasons of 
his career. They’ve also got to settle on whether they want to play Mercer 
as the 3C or use him as a wing (potentially in the top six). 

Still, though, I think there is a clear path, with a strong preseason, for 
Holtz to earn a job there. And I don’t see any reason why Andreas 
Johnsson, Jesper Boqvist or Tomas Tatar should stand in his way. But 
by the same token, I think he’s going to have to earn it and his nine-game 
stint in the NHL last year wasn’t inspiring even if his play in the AHL for 
much of the year was. And if he plays well early, maybe there’s even an 
appetite to play him in Sharangovich’s spot on PP1 (Hughes, Hischier 
and Brett are presumably not going anywhere there). He’s going to need 
things to fall just right for him in ways that some of the players in front of 
him here don’t, but I don’t think 20-25 goals is out of the question in the 
right setting. 

9. William Eklund, C/LW, 19 (San Jose Sharks — No. 7, 2021) 

Eklund is getting better odds in early Calder betting lines than I’m giving 
him with this placement. There’s a huge opening at left wing with the 
Sharks, he didn’t look out of place when he started in the NHL last year, 
and though his season in the SHL didn’t wow hockey folks, his pro 
experience is an asset and his game’s well-respected for its versatility. If 
he can find some chemistry with one, or better yet two, of Tomas Hertl, 
Timo Meier, Logan Couture or Kevin Labanc, he’ll be well-positioned. My 
hesitation on Eklund has more to do with the fact that the last forwards to 
win the Calder in a full season posted 66, 85, 69, 77 and 63 points, and I 
just don’t think his game has shown enough offensively to warrant that 
kind of projection. I won’t be surprised if he scores 15-20 goals and 25-30 
assists with the right linemates, but 40-50 points won’t get it done 
(though it probably gets him on ballots). 

William Eklund. (Amanda Cain / NHLI) 

10. Shane Wright, C, 18 (Seattle Kraken — No. 4, 2022) 

Wright’s ambitions are clear. This isn’t a kid who wants to do the post-
draft season OHL-into-the-world-juniors thing. He wants to play full time 
in Seattle this season, unequivocally. And he thinks he’s ready to. His 
actions reflected that when he skipped the summer world juniors. They 
can make room for him if he has a strong camp, too. Alexander 
Wennberg, Yanni Gourde and Morgan Geekie are NHLers but they aren’t 
exactly a Murderers’ Row. They’re stronger on the wing than down the 
middle, so his position won’t be a barrier. The bigger question with 
Wright, I think, is if the Kraken are prepared to use two of their four 
centre slots on rookies. It’s weird to say this about a No. 4 pick who has 
been on the scene for years, but I think he might surprise some people. If 
he does, though, will he outplay Beniers? And even if he does (which I 
would say is less likely than the other way around), will they split votes 
and attention? 

11. Lukas Reichel, LW, 20 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 17, 2020) 

Reichel’s a fascinating one in that there is no NHL team whose forward 
group is thinner than Chicago’s, and somebody’s going to get to play with 
Patrick Kane before they decide what to do with him. If they settle on 
slotting Reichel opposite Kane in order to put him in the best position to 

succeed offensively and feel good about himself, there’s obviously real 
potential there. But the Blackhawks also have a decision to make about 
whether or not they want Reichel to play a full 82 games on a dreadful 
team that is preparing for quite likely one of the worst seasons in 
franchise history. I’m sure he’s going to get an extended look, but there’s 
also certainly some appeal to him playing out another season in Rockford 
at an arm’s length from the tank. I think there’s an outcome where he 
plays with Kane and really succeeds. If he plays with anybody but Kane, 
though, his odds plummet. 

12. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, 18 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 1, 2022) 

I’m not quite sure what to expect out of Slafkovsky’s post-draft season. 
He’s going to play NHL games. There’s no question about that. He might 
even play the full year. They know it’s in their best interest to give him 
every opportunity to succeed. But because he’s also eligible to play in the 
AHL, and because they also know that the long game ought to be the be-
all and end-all with him, Laval looms large too. Between Cole Caufield, 
Mike Hoffman, Jonathan Drouin, Josh Anderson, Evgenii Dadonov and 
Brendan Gallagher, they’ve also got six wingers who make sense for top-
nine roles — and motivation to put some of them, too, in positions to 
succeed in order to position them as trade bait at the deadline. If they 
decide Slafkovsky’s ready to play full time in the NHL, it’s going to be in a 
prominent role — one that might position him for the Calder race. But I 
think there’s a real scenario where he plays a good chunk of the season 
in the AHL to start and then takes on a greater role post-deadline. 

13. Marco Rossi, C, 20 (Minnesota Wild — No. 9, 2020) 

My belief in Rossi is no secret. I think he’s ready for the NHL challenge 
and I’m looking forward to seeing what he does with it this season. 
There’s also opportunity to be had with the Wild down the middle. He 
likely won’t start in a top-six role, though, and that time spent in the 
bottom six may prevent him from seriously working his way into the 
Calder race. I actually think his defensive aptitude and the roundness of 
his game almost work against him being immediately placed in an 
offensive role. Top prospects who don’t have his commitment to being 
above the puck, or his strength, or his faceoff acumen are often placed 
higher in the lineup in order to be successful. While I have full faith that 
Rossi will get there (top six, PP1, etc.), he’s also the kind of player who 
can play everywhere in a lineup. 

14. Logan Thompson, G, 25 (Vegas Golden Knights — undrafted) 

The Golden Knights’ net might be more open for competition than any 
other team in the league, and while Thompson is the least experienced 
(20 NHL games), youngest (25 years old), and lowest-paid ($766,667) of 
their trio with Adin Hill (74 NHL games, 26 years old, $2.175-million) and 
Laurent Brossoit (106 NHL games, 29 years old, $2.325-million), I think 
he’s the best goalie of the bunch and I like his odds of taking at the very 
least a split of the starts as the season progresses. That may not be 
enough to win the Calder, but Jeremy Swayman was on my ballot when 
he and Linus Ullmark played to a 41-41 split of the games in Boston last 
season with a .914 save percentage. I think Thompson’s capable of 
putting together that kind of year. 

15. Shane Pinto, C, 21 (Ottawa Senators — No. 32, 2019) 

Here’s the thing about Pinto and the Calder: I’m as confident in his NHL 
readiness as I am in anyone not named Owen Power on this list, but 
third-line centres don’t win rookie of the year. I believe he’s going to fit in 
nicely behind Josh Norris and Tim Stutzle, put the injury in the rearview 
mirror, and begin to establish himself as a solid — and maybe someday 
excellent — two-way centre. I could see him putting up 20-20-40, or 
something in that range. But his ceiling, given Ottawa’s depth, is a little 
more limited than that of most of the players in front of him. His value 
may well end up higher than some of them because of his faceoff 
prowess, his defensive play, and his ability to kill penalties, but those 
things don’t usually get the attention they deserve from voters. 

16. Vitali Kravtsov, RW/LW, 22 (New York Rangers — No. 9, 2018) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 9, 2022 

 

The oldest non-goalie on this list, it looks like Kravtsov, who turns 23 in 
December, is finally going to get his opportunity to play in a top-nine role 
with the Rangers this season (even if it’s likely on the third line). My view 
of Kravtsov today is what it has been, more or less, since they drafted 
him: That he wasn’t a star prospect, that he shouldn’t have been a top-10 
pick, but that he projects as a good NHLer who gives a line a bit of a 
different dimension with his length and B-plus level skill. I expect him to 
have a decent season and establish himself as a full-time NHLer. I don’t 
think he’s going to blow anyone away, but if he can play top-nine at five-
on-five and PP2, he’s got 40 points in him. He makes this list on the off 
chance that he either plays his way into the top six or someone in the top 
six gets injured and he takes advantage. 

17. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, 19 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 6, 2021) 

Edvinsson is an excellent prospect and he’s going to be a huge piece of 
the Red Wings’ future. But as is the case with Slafkovsky, his eligibility 
for the AHL could play against him. He also didn’t sell the hockey world 
on his immediate readiness to take a job on Detroit’s improved blue line 
with his play at the world juniors (though his illness there was also 
obviously a factor). I think he’s absolutely capable of playing in the NHL 
for the full season, and he may well play his way into doing just that. I 
won’t be surprised if he progresses from third-pairing usage to second-
pairing usage as the season progresses if he makes the team out of 
camp, either. But the Red Wings, and Steve Yzerman, are all about the 
long game with their prospects and that will make Grand Rapids a big 
part of the conversation. 

18. Wyatt Johnston, C, 19 (Dallas Stars — No. 23, 2021) 

I think Johnston’s odds of making the Stars are slightly higher than his 
odds of not for a couple of reasons: 

1. Their depth guys aren’t owed anything. All due respect to Joel 
Kiviranta, Jacob Peterson, Tanner Kero, Marian Studenic and 33-year-
old Luke Glendening but they’re not keeping a first-round pick out of the 
lineup if he’s ready (or at least they shouldn’t). 

2. It’s NHL or OHL, and outside of going to Halifax for the world juniors in 
December (which he could still do even if he’s with the Stars) or pursuing 
a Memorial Cup, he doesn’t have a lot left to prove there. 

He’s also — like Rossi — not a top-six-or-bust player and that versatile, 
dependable game gives him a greater chance to play in a variety of roles 
in a lineup and work his way up. Given his age, the Stars’ history of not 
leaning into playing kids his age, and the fact that he’s coming off of an 
offseason back injury, though, nothing is guaranteed with Johnston. That 
keeps him lower here by default. 

19. Nick Robertson, LW, 20 (Toronto Maple Leafs — No. 53, 2019) 

The Leafs have some serious cap gymnastics to do in training camp, and 
depending on a variety of scenarios, Robertson could be a benefactor or 
a victim of it. There’s a scenario where the Leafs don’t carry extra 
forwards to start, there are fewer jobs as a result, and Robertson’s waiver 
exemption makes him an easy demotion. There’s also a scenario where 
they bury some guys and he makes himself attractive on the left wing. 
There remains an opening in their top-six on the left side, too. Assuming 
Michael Bunting stays on the Leafs’ first line with Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner, Sheldon Keefe and his staff have a decision to make once 
and for all about whether they like Alex Kerfoot with John Tavares and 
William Nylander (the results have been mixed). If they decide to move 
Kerfoot as part of their cap gymnastics, suddenly Robertson might 
become a favourite for playing alongside those two (given that it’s 
probably safe to expect Pierre Engvall, David Kampf and Calle Jarnkrok 
to form a checking third line in Toronto). If Robertson wins a top-six job, 
he’s going to produce by virtue of the talent around him. But like I said: A 
lot has to go right for him for that to happen. 

20. Kirill Marchenko, RW/LW, 22 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 49, 
2018) 

There are a lot of folks around the hockey world who are fans of 
Marchenko’s game and believe he’s ready to jump right into the NHL in 

his first year in North America. There is a bit of a crowd forming at 
forward with the Blue Jackets though, even after moving Bjorkstrand and 
losing Texier for the year. Add in that he’s waivers exempt and they can 
move him between the NHL and AHL freely, and I think there are good 
odds he plays at least one stint with the Monsters. Nobody — not me, not 
the Blue Jackets — will be surprised if he makes the team out of camp 
and doesn’t leave the lineup, though. He just looks like an NHLer (in size, 
in skill, in track record). 

Honourable mentions: 

Stuart Skinner, G, 23 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 78, 2017) 

Dylan Holloway, C/LW, 20 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 14, 2020) 

Philip Broberg, LHD, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 8, 2019) 

Jakob Pelletier, LW, 21 (Calgary Flames — No. 26, 2019) 

Ben Meyers, C, 23 (Colorado Avalanche — undrafted) 

Noah Cates, LW, 23 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 137, 2017) 

Jack Drury, 22, C/LW (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 42, 2018) 

Thomas Bordeleau, 20, C (San Jose Sharks — No. 38, 2020) 

Justin Barron, RHD, 20 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 25, 2020) 

Jordan Harris, LHD, 22 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 71, 2018) 

Kaiden Guhle, LHD, 20 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 16, 2020) 

Calen Addison, RHD, 22 (Minnesota Wild — No. 53, 2018) 
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Sportsnet.ca / 9 NHL RFAs still unsigned: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

September 8, 2022, 10:04 AM 

 

Training camp is calling. 

Plenty of NHLers have already returned to their hockey homes. 

And yet (nearly) two handfuls of restricted free agents remain twisting in 
the wind. 

The last of the unsigned have plenty in common. 

None have celebrated their 24th birthday. None had arbitration rights. All 
are eligible to sign an offer sheet, essentially their only leverage outside 
of not reporting for camp or threatening to take their services overseas. 

Here’s where things stand with the remaining RFAs of 2022. 

Let’s play hardball. 

1. Jason Robertson 

Age: 23 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $795,000 

What’s the deal? A major reason Jim Nill opted not to re-sign 
defenceman John Klingberg is because the Dallas Stars GM is seeking 
to invest a greater portion of his limited cap space in youth. 

Starting goalie Jake Oettinger was bridged on Sept. 1 with a three-year, 
$12-million contract, shifting all eyes to Robertson. 
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The 2021 Calder Trophy runner-up has been a godsend, establishing 
himself as a top-line threat and picking up slack from aging leaders Tyler 
Seguin and Jamie Benn. 

Nill faces a compelling question: Try to lock up as much of Robertson’s 
prime now in hopes he looks like a bargain later, the way he did with a 
young Klingberg and 2021 RFA Miro Heiskanen? Or go with a bridge 
deal and risk handing Robertson increased leverage down the road? 

With injured goaltender Anton Khudobin buried on LTIR, Nill has roughly 
$7 million to work with here. 

"These RFA deals will often sit and wait, that's kind of the nature of it," 
Stars owner Tom Gaglardi said on the Cam & Strick Podcast. "We've got 
the cap space sitting, waiting for these guys. And so no, we're not 
concerned about it. 

"Those conversations are happening. I can't tell you that a deal is 
imminent." 

Gaglardi seems to love the player but hate the trend. 

"A kid in the third year of his entry-level (deal) puts up 40 goals, and now 
he wants to make $7 million," Gaglardi said. "If you want term with that 
player, he's going to take you higher than that.… The stars are taking all 
the money, and the guys in the middle are getting squeezed." 

Wonder what Gaglardi thinks of the Tage Thompson and Tim Stützle 
extensions. 

2. Sean Durzi 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $809,166 

What’s the deal? A wonderful return piece from the Jake Muzzin trade, 
Durzi made noise in 2021-22 as a rookie contributor for the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

Scoring three goals and adding 24 assists in 64 games for the playoff 
team, the Mississauga, Ont., native proved that patient AHL development 
can pay off. 

Durzi's playmaking juiced the Kings' power play, particularly when Drew 
Doughty went down to injury, and the right shot seized the most of his 
NHL opportunity, averaging 19:35 of ice time. 

GM Rob Blake moves in silence, but he is reportedly engaged in talks 
with Durzi's agent. The deal remains a work in progress. 

3. Alex Formenton 

Age: 22 

Position: Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $747,500 

What’s the deal? Formenton entered the summer hot off a breakout 
platform campaign in which he erupted for 18 goals and 32 points, 
proving he can contribute lower down the lineup as a first-time full-time 
NHLer. 

The offensively minded winger's two-way game still needs improvement, 
however. 

Ottawa Senators GM Pierre Dorion — one of the undisputed stars of the 
off-season — has the cap room to sign Formenton to a longer deal if he 
chooses, but the executive is said to still be poking around for more help 
on the blue line. 

During a radio appearance with TSN 1200 on Aug. 26, Dorion said he 
was engaged in positive talks with Formenton's agent and expects the 
forward will be signed prior to camp's opening later this month. 

4. Barrett Hayton 

Age: 22 

Position: Centre / Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $894,167 

What’s the deal? Unlike most franchises with players on the unsigned 
list, the Arizona Coyotes have cap space to spare. 

GM Bill Armstrong can't cry poor when negotiating with 2018's fifth-
overall pick, and with young talent essential to get things on track in the 
desert, this one should be a no-brainer. 

"I don't think the sides are far apart. Should get done before camp," 
tweeted long-serving Coyotes insider Craig Morgan. 

Hayton has been slow to pop for a top-five pick but is trending in the right 
direction, posting career highs in games played (60), goals (10) and 
assists (14) last season. 

We'd suggest a bridge, believing Hayton has more to prove. But the 
Coyotes have a track record of handing terms to guys in their early 20s 
(Clayton Keller, Nick Schmaltz, Lawson Crouse, Jakob Chychrun), 
hoping those deals will look like bargains down the road. 

5. Mikey Anderson 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

What’s the deal? L.A.'s Blake has had discussions with Anderson’s camp 
and the sides have "exchanged various proposals," according to Kings 
insider John Hoven. 

The Kings have roughly $4 million to get both Anderson and Durzi on the 
ice. For a franchise looking to build off 2021-22's turnaround, keeping a 
couple of promising young defencemen in the fold is key. 

Fun fact: Of all the remaining RFAs, Anderson is the only one to average 
more than 20 minutes of ice time in 2021-22. He doesn't wow offensively 
(eight points in 57 games), but Anderson posts positive underlying 
metrics and took a significant step in upping his physicality on the back 
end. 

6. Rasmus Sandin 

Age: 22 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $894,167 

What’s the deal? "Negotiations are going nowhere," Lewis Gross, 
Sandin’s agent, told us on Aug. 17. 

Why the standstill? 

"I can’t answer that. You know I don't usually say much (publicly) 
anyway. But they’re just going nowhere right now." 

Gross declined to dive into the details of the Maple Leafs' final unsigned 
RFA. 

"Negotiating contracts via the media have an adverse impact on player 
(and) team reputation and traditionally do not create resolutions to private 
matters," Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas texted when informed of Gross's 
comments. 

Multiple factors — money, term, and Sandin's role in a crowded defence 
corps — are at play. 

With training camp not set to open for a few more weeks, Gross said it 
was too early to discuss whether Sandin would participate without a 
contract in place. 
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The belief is that Sandin was offered a deal similar to Timothy Liljegren's 
two-year, $2.8-million bridge contract. 

With so many veteran left-shot defenders under contract — Morgan 
Rielly, Jake Muzzin, T.J. Brodie (who plays the right), and Mark Giordano 
— it remains unclear where Sandin immediately fits into a lineup he did 
not crack in the post-season after rehabbing a knee injury. 

"They're massive parts of our future," Dubas said at the draft, lumping 
Liljegren into an answer on Sandin's negotiation. "They're significantly 
younger than the other full-time members of our defence corps. And we 
need them to continue to take steps. 

"In Rasmus's case, one of the major focuses is on trying to set him up to 
continue to be healthy all the way through the year and putting the proper 
resources into him to arm him to do that." 

7. Nicolas Hague 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $791,667 

What’s the deal? Hague has accrued 42 points and 142 games of NHL 
experience over the past three seasons in Vegas, establishing himself as 
a big-league contributor. 

In late August, GM Kelly McCrimmon stated that his top priority before 
camp would be getting Hague under contract, even though Ben Hutton 
will be ready to take Hague's shifts if the 23-year-old digs in. 

Goalie Robin Lehner's shift to long-term injured reserve should provide 
McCrimmon with the wiggle room to bridge Hague. 

That said, McCrimmon did go longer term with young D-men Brayden 
McNabb (four years) and Zach Whitecloud (six years) out of their ELCs, 
securing each of their services for less than a $2.9 AAV. 

8. Ryan McLeod 

Age: 22 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $834,167 

What’s the deal? Concern over getting a McLeod signed in Edmonton is 
reportedly minimal. 

"He will be. In fact, he may already have a deal in principle and the Oilers 
are just waiting for the move that creates the requisite cap space for his 
deal," Kurt Leavins of the Edmonton Journal wrote on Sept. 3. "Do not be 
surprised if he ends up on a one-year in the $800k range." 

More reason not to fret: McLeod has already joined the boys for informal 
team practices in Alberta. 

With spendy Ken Holland tight to the cap after splurging on UFAs Jack 
Campbell, Evander Kane, Brett Kulak and Ryan Murray, there have been 
whispers that a roster player like Warren Foegele, Jesse Puljujarvi, or 
Tyson Barrie are potential trade candidates to alleviate cap space. 

9. Adam Ruzicka 

Age: 23 

Position: Centre / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $801,666 

What’s the deal? Here’s a question: Do the Calgary Flames view Ruzicka 
as a full-time NHLer at this stage in his career? Or does Brad Treliving 
see the forward as a 'tweener only worthy of a two-way contract? 

If it's the latter, Calgary may consider signing a more established UFA vet 
(Evan Rodrigues?) to a short-term contract or PTO, giving Ruzicka an 
obstacle to hurdle over for a sport in the bottom six. 

The big Slovak (six-foot-four, 220 pounds) skated more for Calgary (28 
games) than the AHL Heat (16 games) last season, posting a 
respectable five goals, five assists and a plus-eight rating. 

No one believes Ruzicka has reached his ceiling yet. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Shane Doan taking a 'step back' from role with Arizona 
Coyotes 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

September 8, 2022, 5:12 PM 

 

Shane Doan is taking a “step back” from the Arizona Coyotes. 

Reached by phone on Thursday morning, Doan stressed, “I don’t want 
this to be seen in any way that hurts the organization. I want the arena 
bid to be successful for hockey’s long-term future in the Valley.” 

Doan re-joined Arizona as Chief Hockey Development Officer in January 
2021 after three years in the NHL’s hockey operations department. Given 
his history — he played 1,466 games in Arizona and is the franchise’s all-
time leader in goals, assists and points — it would seem far better for him 
to be more involved than not. But Doan wanted no part of that storyline, 
saying he’s a big fan of second-year head coach Andre Tourigny and 
would help him in any way that’s asked. 

It also gives him more time to spend with his four children, including 
Josh, taken 37th overall in last July’s draft by the Coyotes. Josh Doan is 
entering his sophomore season at Arizona State. The Sun Devils are 
sharing an arena with the NHL team, with the Coyotes’ home opener 
scheduled for Oct. 28 against Winnipeg. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bullish Senators fans bask in the sunlight of the 'Summer 
of Pierre' Dorion 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

September 8, 2022, 10:20 AM 

 

It used to be, summer wasn’t considered Pierre Dorion’s season.  

PRE-summer, when Dorion, the Ottawa Senators general manager 
(along with assistant GM Trent Mann) presided over the NHL draft, that 
was a different story. The Senators have had some big drafts, perhaps 
none bigger than 2020 — the year of Tim Stützle, Jake Sanderson, Ridly 
Greig, Roby Jarventie, etc. 

Yet, when summer rolled around and it was free-agent time, Ottawa 
typically hung out in the shallow end of the UFA pool, scooping up 
veteran castoffs to try to fill a need here and there on a team rebuilding 
with strong young core pieces like Brady Tkachuk, Thomas Chabot, and 
Josh Norris.  

 That was then. And now? 

Now, Dorion, once a prime fan target for online grumbling, is getting rock 
star treatment in Ottawa-Gatineau. He is seen beaming at photo ops as 
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he hangs out with the stars (including his new BFF Claude Giroux) at the 
recent CP Canadian Women’s Open golf tournament.  

Now, you can still order your 'GMPD Hot Pierre Summer’ t-shirt in a 
variety of sizes for $23.94 (reduced from $27.53 — let’s face it, the 
summer is fading fast).  

With all due respect to the talk in Calgary that Brad Treliving is the ‘MVP 
of the summer,’ spare a thought for Dorion, whose moves preceded 
those of the Flames’ GM and have perhaps been forgotten about outside 
of Ottawa. Around here, bullish Senators tweets have been circulating 
daily, all summer long.  

Recency bias may have tipped the scale toward Treliving, who made the 
best of a tough situation, bringing in the likes of Jonathan Huberdeau, 
MacKenzie Weegar and Nazem Kadri while saying goodbye to Johnny 
Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and the contract of Sean Monahan. We’ll 
see how all of this plays out, in Calgary and in Florida.  

Ottawa, too. It will be a fascinating season-long watch to see how a bevy 
of new faces can come together as a competitive unit.  

Has there been a more transformative summer in the 30-year history of 
the Senators? I would suggest there has not been.  

Before the Flames made headlines with those big deals, Dorion was 
already swinging for the fences. As far back as the July 7 draft, Dorion 
acquired two-time 41-goal scorer Alex DeBrincat from the Chicago 
Blackhawks for a first-round pick and two third-rounders.  

Dorion followed that up by unloading the contract of oft-injured 
goaltender Matt Murray, plus a third- and seventh-round pick to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs for future considerations. One day after that July 11 
transaction, the Senators solidified their goaltending situation by 
acquiring veteran Cam Talbot from the Minnesota Wild in exchange for 
goalie prospect Filip Gustavsson, coming off a so-so season in the 
Ottawa organization.  

Just like that, the Senators should have their best goalie tandem, at least 
on paper, in the past five years with Talbot and Anton Forsberg, coming 
off his breakout year with the Sens last season.  

Dorion wasn’t done. On the first day of free agency, July 13, the GM from 
suburban Orleans signed one of the most sought-after offensive stars, as 
fellow local guy Giroux inked a deal for three years and $19.5 million US.  

This was a signing that put a smirk on faces all summer long. At 34, 
Giroux has some miles on him, but is fired up to play for the hometown 
team and is training hard to be a big contributor to a suddenly scary 
offensive lineup.  

On that same front, Ottawa’s 35-goal scorer from 2021-22, Norris, was 
signed to an eight-year, $63.6M deal. Norris is just 23 and a big part of 
the Sens future. Teams will now have to contend with a power play that 
boasts DeBrincat and Norris, not to mention other holdovers like 
Tkachuk, Drake Batherson and Stützle, who himself was rewarded with 
his first big contract this week — an eight-year, $66.8 million deal that 
kicks in next season.  

No wonder Dorion is smiling in those myriad photo opportunities. 

“We definitely have a higher skill team than we were last year,” Dorion 
said during a recent interview on Ottawa sports radio. “We’re a better 
team than we were last year as long as everybody is healthy.” 

On the same station, head coach D.J. Smith suggested that for the first 
time on his watch, the Sens will have the ability to win some games on 
skill alone.  

Dorion, meanwhile, continues to try to upgrade his defence. At the 
moment, the D-corps features Chabot, Artem Zub, Nick Holden and 
Travis Hamonic, Nikita Zaitsev and then the prospects led by Sanderson, 
Jacob Bernard-Docker, Lassi Thomson etc. With Chabot-Zub projected 
as the top pair, Sanderson will get a chance to join Hamonic or Holden in 
a second pairing, but won’t be rushed if he’s not ready.  

Whether an upgrade might include Jakob Chychrun of  the Phoenix 
Coyotes remains to be seen. Dorion has balked at giving up some of his 
blue chippers in the pipeline, namely Greig, Shane Pinto and Jarventie.  

When camp opens on Sept. 21 there will be storylines everywhere — 
from the chemistry on offence, to the defence competition and who starts 
in goal.  

The Summer of Pierre is about to bleed into the expectations of fall for 
Smith and his new-look roster. A sign that Ottawa is determined to get off 
to a fast start this season: nearly every roster player had checked in by 
Labour Day weekend to participate in open skates, weeks ahead of 
training camp.  

Key Sens off-season moves 

IN: Claude Giroux, Alex DeBrincat, Cam Talbot, Jake Sanderson. 

OUT: Matt Murray, Connor Brown, Colin White, Chris Tierney, Tyler 
Ennis, Josh Brown, Adam Gaudette,  Michael Del Zotto, Zach Sanford, 
Victor Mete.  

EXTENDED: Josh Norris, eight years, $63.6M. Mathieu Joseph, four 
years, $11.8M, Tim Stutzle, eight years, $66.8M. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With little roster movement, Jets need returning core to 
prove they can be contenders 

Morrissey says Jets motivated to win after 'underachieving' last season 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

September 8, 2022, 11:54 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - This was supposed to be the summer that the winds of 
change rolled through Winnipeg. 

Core pieces were going to be moved, others locked down with a long-
term contract that would naturally move them right into the heart of the 
leadership group. 

The Winnipeg Jets were expected to experience a significant shake-up 
on the personnel side of things after a disappointing 2021-22 campaign 
left them out of the playoffs for the seventh time in 11 seasons since the 
franchise relocated from Atlanta. 

Instead, the biggest move of the offseason has come behind the bench, 
where Rick Bowness took over from interim head coach Dave Lowry and 
Paul Maurice, whose mid-December departure caught players off guard 
and left some of them reeling as the season continued. 

The hiring of Bowness came after the Jets pursued Barry Trotz, who 
ultimately decided to take some time off. 

Although there is still expected to be a move (or two) made involving a 
member of an already crowded defence corps, Jets general manager 
Kevin Chevledayoff has given his current group a vote of confidence and 
he appears comfortable mostly running it back. 

It’s a strategic move, though that’s not to say it comes without its share of 
risk. 

A quiet first day of free agency shows a sign of confidence from 
Cheveldayoff 

The Jets have yet to be a major player in free agency and that didn’t 
come as a big surprise, though there were some value deals offered that 
were close but ultimately didn't come to fruition. 
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Sam Gagner is a versatile veteran forward who will help mitigate the loss 
of Paul Stastny to the Carolina Hurricanes both on and off the ice, but 
he’s a complementary piece at this stage of his career. 

That’s not a knock on Gagner. It’s quite the opposite. 

Every team needs players like him and he’s going to help provide a boost 
on the secondary scoring side of things, while his ability to check and kill 
penalties should help in areas that require attention. 

But when signing a 33-year old in early September is the splashiest 
move made at a time where Cheveldayoff openly said in July that he was 
looking to upgrade the forward position, it’s time to look under the hood. 

What happened to the whispers about the Jets and captain Blake 
Wheeler looking for a fresh start? 

They’ve quieted down considerably and while we may never know how 
close the two sides came to parting ways, the microscope will 
understandably be on Wheeler when he speaks to the media for the first 
time later this month. 

Whether a conversation with Bowness was enough to sort the situation 
out or if the Jets reluctance to retain salary in any potential trade to a 
contender was more of an impediment is unclear a the moment, Wheeler 
will be reporting for camp and you can expect he will continue to be a 
productive player and deliver an incredibly high effort level. 

Wheeler wants to win and he will be motivated to do so, even if his 
minutes are likely going to be reduced with the arrival of Bowness. 

It’s clear from his media appearance in July that Jets centre Mark 
Scheifele had an epiphany and is comfortable with the direction the Jets 
are taking after expressing some frustration and openly questioning his 
future. 

Morrissey says Jets motivated to win after 'underachieving' last season 

Highly productive and committed to two-way play Scheifele is going to be 
a critical piece of the Jets moving from the mushy middle to becoming a 
playoff team. 

Scheifele isn’t happy with how last season ended and you can expect the 
best version of himself to be on display, as he knows full well what’s at 
stake for both the franchise and itself with several core pieces two years 
away from unrestricted free agency. 

Speaking of that group, a lot of attention will be paid to fellow pivot 
Pierre-Luc Dubois, who made news in the summer when his agent Pat 
Brisson raised the possibility of his client having interest in playing for the 
hometown Montreal Canadiens in the future while he was still a restricted 
free agent. 

Dubois said the situation was overblown, but he needs to back up his 
words with actions and build on last season, when he was a physical 
force and delivered one of his best seasons as a pro. 

By signing a one-year deal, Dubois and the Jets simply bought 
themselves some time to see what the next step is going to be. 

But not getting a long-term extension done means that Dubois’ future will 
become a front-burner issue next summer, if not sooner. 

The other cornerstone piece whose contract can expire in the summer of 
2024 is goalie Connor Hellebuyck and his return to elite status (with both 
his raw numbers to support his still strong underlying statistics) could be 
the most important factor in where the Jets finish next season. 

That’s not to say he needs to carry the Jets on his own, but he’s another 
person who didn’t like how last season went and you can be sure he’s 
spent the summer pushing himself to do everything he can to get back to 
supplying Vezina-level netminding. 

It’s also important to note that goal is a lot easier to achieve if the Jets 
stop giving up an inordinate amount of shots and scoring chances from 
the high-danger area in front of him. 

That’s the No. 1 priority for Bowness and his coaching staff once training 
camp begins. 

Sticking with the goalies momentarily, the arrival of David Rittich to 
replace Eric Comrie is another show-me situation. 

Jets' Morrissey excited to work with new head coach Bowness 

Much like when Comrie earned the job, Rittich will be tasked with proving 
he can get back to where he once was and while the Jets don’t need him 
to be an All-Star, he will be counted on for somewhere in the vicinity of 
20 starts to help keep Hellebuyck the workhorse fresh. 

The Jets forward group has the potential to be dangerous, even after the 
departures of Andrew Copp, Stastny and Evgeny Svechnikov. 

Despite missing 20 games last season, Nikolaj Ehlers still finished fourth 
on the team in goals (28) and fifth in scoring (55 points in 62 games). 

Those numbers are sure to rise with Ehlers expected to see a jump in his 
minutes and finally get a promotion to the top power play unit. 

Should he stay healthy, Ehlers is a lock to eclipse 30 goals for the first 
time in his career and has the ability to deliver north of 40. 

Kyle Connor is coming off his best season as a pro and there’s nothing to 
suggest the 47 goals and 93 points he had in 79 games represent his 
ceiling. 

Putting the puck in the net shouldn’t be an issue for this team, especially 
with 2020 first-rounder Cole Perfetti slated to play an important role in 
what will be his first full NHL season. 

Cole Perfetti looking to comeback stronger and faster next season 

Though secondary scoring will need to increase somewhat, the Jets are 
banking on internal candidates like Morgan Barron and Jansen Harkins 
to augment what Adam Lowry and Mason Appleton are expected to 
provide. 

The glut of defenceman - most of whom will be on one-way contracts and 
not exempt from waivers - remains the biggest surprise of the offseason. 

Cheveldayoff reiterated the importance of having too many blue-liners 
rather than not enough - and he’s seen first hand what it’s like dealing 
with the latter in the shortened season of 2020 - but this logjam still 
needs to be alleviated and one would think this will be handled prior to 
the start of the regular season on Oct. 14 against the New York Rangers. 

With Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg ready for full-time work, it’s hard 
to imagine the opening day roster includes all of Josh Morrissey, Neal 
Pionk, Brenden Dillon, Nate Schmidt, Dylan DeMelo, Logan Stanley and 
Johnny Kovacevic as well, but it’s clear there hasn’t been a deal 
available that’s piqued the interest of Cheveldayoff enough for him to act 
(at least not yet). 

When it comes to the defence corps, Pionk is a prime candidate for a 
bounceback season and it will be interesting to see if Bowness considers 
using him as a primary partner for Morrissey. 

One thing the Jets do have is the ability to add another player, whether 
that’s through trade with a team looking to shed salary or in free agency. 

With roughly $4-to-5 million of cap space available, Cheveldayoff is in a 
position several teams would like to be and while his patience has 
frustrated many members of the fan base this summer, the mood could 
change if that money is used to bolster the middle-six forwards. 

Having flexibility and wiggle room is nice, but the Jets look like a team 
that still needs an upgrade to the roster to push for a playoff spot, which 
is why this training camp will be one of the more interesting ones to 
monitor in recent memory. 

The Jets are in no danger of being anointed as a candidate to be the best 
team in Canada this season, but there is a pathway for them being better 
than you might think and push for a playoff spot. 
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The top of the Central Division features the gold standard in the Colorado 
Avalanche and a bunch of other competitive teams (most of whom have 
some flaws), but it also has the Arizona Coyotes and Chicago 
Blackhawks rebuilding, so it’s up to the Jets to do enough on the ice to 
prove that they’re better than sixth and can push for third or fourth. 

While the outside expectations on this group aren’t going to be nearly as 
high for the Jets as they were going into last season, the internal 
pressure and the stakes most certainly are. 

This franchise is at a crossroads and needs to take a big step forward 
before some monumental decisions involving the core group need to be 
made. 

Not committing to a complete tear-down was the right thing for the Jets to 
do for the time being, but staying with mostly the status quo means that 
moving back to full contender status is far from a guarantee. 

If steps forward aren’t taken, those blustery winds of change could finally 
arrive sometime in 2023. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Source: Investigation into alleged 2003 World Junior 
incident 'progressing well' 

 

Paul D. Grant@RealPDGrant 

September 7, 2022, 1:49 PM 

 

Editor's Note: The following story deals with sexual assault, and may be 
distressing for some readers. 

If you or someone you know is in need of support, those in Canada can 
find province-specific centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers 
in America, a list of resources and references for survivors and their 
loved ones can be found here. 

The third-party investigation into the alleged group sexual assault case 
involving Canada’s 2003 men’s World Junior team in Halifax is 
"progressing well," a person familiar with the investigation told Sportsnet. 

The investigation, being conducted by Ottawa-based investigator and 
lawyer Jennifer White, began July 22. In a statement issued to Sportsnet, 
White said the investigation is intended to find out what happened, "what 
Hockey Canada knew at the time" of the alleged incident, and if any 
Hockey Canada policies were violated. 

"My mandate is to make factual findings in respect of the allegations and 
to determine whether there has been a violation of any applicable 
Hockey Canada policies," the statement reads. "My mandate also 
includes a determination of what Hockey Canada knew at the time and 
what steps were taken by the organization. Although I am a lawyer, I 
have not been retained to provide legal advice to Hockey Canada or to 
the ITP. My role is that of an independent and neutral investigator and 
fact finder." 

White has been retained by Hockey Canada's independent third-party 
(ITP) investigation mechanism, which is part of the organization's 
recently unveiled action plan. Overseeing the ITP and reporting the 
findings to Hockey Canada are Ottawa-area lawyers Erin Durant and 
Brian Ward. This extra layer of removal is a change in approach from 
how Hockey Canada is pursuing the investigation into the alleged group 
sexual assault involving the 2018 Canadian world junior team, which was 
launched in June 2018 and reopened earlier this summer, and is being 
conducted by Toronto law firm Henein Hutchison for Hockey Canada. 

No official timeline has been set for the completion of the 2003 
investigation. The source said the results will be shared strictly with the 
ITP. Halifax police and the NHL are also conducting separate 
investigations. 

A TSN report in July cited three sources having viewed a video that 
allegedly contains "roughly a half-dozen players taking turns having sex 
with a woman who was non-responsive." TSN said the video was taken 
during the 2003 world junior championship in Halifax. 

The CBC reported on Aug. 24 that two players who may be in the video 
have been identified to Halifax police. 

White has been independently conducting harassment, sexual 
harassment and sexual misconduct investigations in workplaces, 
universities and in sport for the last six years. She has completed a 
number of safe-sport investigations for the Sport Dispute Resolution 
Centre of Canada and is also part of the Office of the Sport Integrity 
Commissioner investigation team, which began operating in June. 

Since news broke earlier this year about a settlement surrounding the 
alleged 2018 incident, Hockey Canada has had its federal funding 
suspended by Minister of Sport Pascale St-Onge. One of the conditions 
for lifting that suspension was that the organization sign on as part of the 
Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner. Hockey Canada has yet to 
sign on to the office but said in its action plan it is committed to doing so. 

During White’s investigation, she said she is asking anybody with 
information to contact her at  jwhite@sportsafe.ca and that she "will do 
my utmost to protect any source’s identity." 

Hockey Canada is facing increased scrutiny in the wake of the two 
alleged assaults and news that the governing body had a fund using 
membership fees to pay out sexual abuse claims, with widespread 
demand for a change in leadership — including from survivors' advocate 
Sheldon Kennedy and all four federal political parties on Canada's 
Committee on Canadian Heritage. 
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