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Carolina Hurricanes broadcast team to include newcomer Hanna Yates as in-game reporter

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a new look to their 
broadcast team for the 2022-23 season. 

Mike Maniscalco will handle the play by play on the Canes’ 
71 Bally Sports South broadcasts and Tripp Tracy will return 
as the analyst. Shane Willis also returns to “Hurricanes 
LIVE,” the pregame and postgame shows, as an analyst. 

Departing is Abby Labar, who is being replaced by Hanna 
Yates as the in-game reporter and host of “Hurricanes LIVE.” 
The new-look broadcast team was announced Friday. 

Yates joins Bally Sports South from KSDK, the local NBC 
affiliate in St. Louis, where she worked since October 2019. 
She previously co-hosted a radio show on KFNS 590 The 
Fan with former St. Louis Blues forward Cam Janssen. 

Tracy abruptly left the broadcast team in April, just before the 
end of the regular season, then citing personal reasons. He 
has since used social media to explain he is a recovering 
alcoholic and has received much public support since 
making the public disclosure. 

Tracy will be in his 24th year in the booth and will call the 
games next to Maniscalco for a third full season. 

No reason was given for Labar’s departure. Last season was 
her second as in-game reporter and host of the pregame and 
postgame shows. 

Five Hurricanes games will be televised nationally on TNT 
and ESPN, including the Stadium Series matchup Feb. 18 
with the Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium. The 
remaining six games will air exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu.

 

‘Where I want to be’: Canes captain doesn’t want this season to be his last with Carolina 

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Staal raised his stick over his head with both hands, 
standing at center ice, triumphant. 

Call it the first Storm Surge of the new season, if only a solo 
celebration. Or, perhaps, just a frivolous moment during an 
informal skate. 

The Carolina Hurricanes captain joined several players 
Friday for a voluntary workout at Invisalign Arena, competing 
in a four-on-four mini-scrimmage. Staal’s red squad won, 
thus the brief mock celebration. 

“Big game and a big win for us,” Staal quipped. “A good 
start.” 

Staal, who turned 34 on Saturday, finds it a bit hard to 
believe that he’s about to start his 11th season with the 
Hurricanes and in the final year of his contract. The memory 
of his trade to Carolina from Pittsburgh in June 2012, slipping 
on a red Canes jersey for the first time and signing a lengthy 
extension still seems fresh at times, even after a decade. 

“It’s crazy, right?’ he said Friday. “So many good things have 
happened and just being a part of this community and this 
city, it has been a blessing for me and my family. It’s where I 
want to be.” 

Staal raised eyebrows after the Canes’ second-round 
Stanley Cup playoff loss to the New York Rangers. During 
his exit interview with the media, he said, “I’m going to ride 
out this contract. Eleven years is a long time here and it has 
been special. I’m going to ride it out next year and hopefully 
end it with a bang and go from there.” 

Staal clarified that Friday, saying he did not plan on the 
2022-23 season being his last with the Hurricanes, or in the 
NHL. Not that kind of end. 

“I’m excited about staying here,” Staal said. “Whether we get 
a deal done now or later or whatnot, I think my home is here 
and it’s where I want to be.” 

It’s safe to say Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour will want him 
to stay. The big center remains one of league’s best 
defensive forwards and has handled the responsibility of 
wearing the “C” as captain very well. 

“He’s led the way for a while now. It all starts with him,” 
Brind’Amour said last season. 

Among the skaters on the ice Friday with Staal were 
Sebastian Aho, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Jordan 
Martinook, Jesper Fast and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. There also 
were some who will play for the Canes in the 2022 NHL 
Prospects Showcase that Carolina is hosting. 

The Hurricanes’ preseason camp starts soon after the 
prospects tournament, the team taking on a different look 
after a 2021-22 season that Staal and everyone associated 
with the organization believe ended too soon. 

One of Staal’s linemates from last season, winger Nino 
Niederreiter, is gone. Also leaving were center Vincent 
Trocheck and defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

“You never really know what to expect,” Staal said. “Every 
summer there are changes. You hope to keep the same 
team, but business is business and the cap is the cap.” 

Staal smiled, adding, “And I’m no longer the oldest player on 
the team.” 

The Canes traded for defenseman Brent Burns, 37 — “He’s 
a beast,” Staal said — and signed free-agent forward Paul 
Stastny, who is 36. They also traded for Max Pacioretty, 
although the veteran forward could be out until February 
after an Achilles injury that required surgery. 
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“We brought in some players who we hope can really push 
the team forward,” Staal said. 

It should make for a highly competitive training camp. The 
Canes have signed forward Derek Stepan to a player tryout 
contract, and on Friday signed defenseman Calvin de Haan 
to a PTO. 

Staal said he spent much of the summer in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, his childhood home. One highlight of the offseason 
was joining his brothers for a golf round at Pebble Beach, a 
gift Jordan received as part of his 1,000th career game 
ceremony in 2021. Staal said he birdied the seventh hole — 
the picturesque par-3 — and shot 81. 

Staal is hoping there would be three Staals in the league this 
year. Defenseman Marc Staal is with the Florida Panthers. 
The oldest Staal brother, Eric, has a PTO with the Panthers. 
The former Canes captain is trying to play his way to a new 

contract at 37 after a successful stint as captain of Team 
Canada at the Olympics last winter. 

“He’s got to show he’s got his stuff and he can play,” Jordan 
Staal said. “I’m biased, but I believe he can do it.” 

Watching the end of the 2022 playoffs after the Game 7 loss 
to the Rangers was difficult, Staal said. The Canes lost all six 
road games in the two playoff rounds after a regular season 
in which they were 25-12-4 on the road in winning the 
Metropolitan Division with 116 points. 

That stung. This season, Staal would like to raise the Stanley 
Cup, as he first did with the Pens in 2009 — with both hands, 
triumphant. 

“You want to get in the playoffs and you want to have a 
chance,” Staal said. “Things have got to click and you need 
to get a little puck luck and all those things. We’re going to 
keep pushing and pushing to get farther and farther.”

 

 

 

Top 5 Candidates For the 2022-23 Vezina Trophy 

In the world of NHL goaltending, there's a new sheriff in 
town. Igor Shesterkin won his first Vezina Trophy last 
season, but will someone steal it away from him this coming 
season? 

By Carol Schram 

In the world of NHL goaltending, there's a new sheriff in 
town. 

Last season, Igor Shesterkin earned his first Vezina Trophy 
at age 26. In just his third NHL season, his heroics helped 
turn the New York Rangers into playoff contenders and 
earned him third place in Hart Trophy balloting as NHL MVP. 

Shesterkin looks set to dominate at his position for years to 
come. But the NHL's 32 general managers vote for the 
Vezina, given "to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at 
this position." It's a small voting pool, and hasn't delivered a 
repeat winner since Martin Brodeur took home the award in 
2007 and 2008. Among active stoppers, Sergei Bobrovsky is 
the only two-time winner (2013 and 2017). 

Here's a look at Shesterkin's case for this season, and the 
rivals who could challenge him. 

1. Igor Shesterkin - New York Rangers 

It has been a swift rise for Shesterkin. He went from a 12-
game audition in the 2019-20 season to 35 games in the 
shortened 2020-21 campaign, then made 56 appearances 
last season, when he led the NHL with a .935 save 
percentage and 2.07 goals-against average. 

General managers seem to weight goalies' wins quite heavily 
when they vote for the Vezina, and Shesterkin has delivered 
those as well. In exactly 100 career regular-season games, 
his record to date is 62-29-7. 

With a successful playoff run also now on his resume, 
Shesterkin has shown that he can handle even the most 
high-pressure environments. As long as he stays healthy, the 
Vezina should be his to lose in the 2022-23 season. 

2. Andrei Vasilevskiy - Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have been bumped off their 
Stanley Cup perch, but Andrei Vasilevskiy remains one of 
the most technically proficient goalies in the NHL. He's also 
an absolute workhorse. 

Second only to Connor Hellebuyck in total regular-season 
minutes played over the last five seasons, Vasilevskiy has 
also led the NHL in wins in each those years. He was named 
a Vezina finalist four times, and took home the award in 
2019.  

In the playoffs over the last five years, Vasilevskiy's 5,735 
minutes played are nearly twice as many as second-place 
Marc-Andre Fleury (3,232:39). For his efforts, he has two 
Stanley Cup rings and a Conn Smythe Trophy. 

That heavy workload may eventually take a toll. But it hasn't 
yet and at age 28, Vasilevskiy is still very much in his prime.  

Don't be surprised to see him back in Vezina contention 
again this season. 
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3. Frederik Andersen - Carolina Hurricanes 

A mid-April knee injury marked a disappointing end to 
Frederik Andersen's first season with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. His 2.17 goals-against average was the best of 
his career, and he and Antti Raanta shared the William B. 
Jennings Trophy for fewest goals allowed in 2021-22 — 
Andersen's second Jennings win. 

He and Raanta will be partnered again this season, behind a 
Hurricanes team that's known for its strong defensive 
structure. Andersen is turning 33 on October 2, and Father 
Time catches up with every hockey player sooner or later. 
But with the Hurricanes expected to challenge for top spot in 
the NHL standings once again, look for Denmark's top 
stopper to deliver a campaign that could earn him a finalist 
spot in Vezina voting after two previous fourth-place 
finishes.  

4. Juuse Saros - Nashville Predators 

Just as Shesterkin has ably followed up franchise legend 
Henrik Lundqvist with the New York Rangers, Juuse Saros 
has been equally impressive while succeeding Pekka Rinne 
with the Nashville Predators. 

In his first year as an NHL starter, Saros led the NHL with 67 
starts last season, and finished third in Vezina voting as he 
helped the Predators snag the second wild-card spot in the 
Western Conference. But an ankle injury sustained in the last 
week of the regular season kept him out of the playoffs, and 
a matchup against the juggernaut Colorado Avalanche 
ended the Preds' postseason almost as soon as it began. 

Nashville is returning most of its roster this season, and has 
added veteran leader Ryan McDonagh to its blue line. Now 
fully recovered from his injury, Saros is primed to prove that 
he can maintain the high standard of play that he delivered 
last season. 

5. Jake Oettinger - Dallas Stars 

A highly regarded product of the U.S. National Team 
Development Program, Jake Oettinger was the last man 
standing in net for the Dallas Stars in 2021-22 — and made 
the most of his moment. 

Oettinger went into last season as the Stars' third goalie, 
behind Braden Holtby and Anton Khudobin. He made a 
strong early impression when he started four of the club's 
first six games, giving up just five goals and earning four 
wins.  

Not long after his 23rd birthday on Dec. 18, Oettinger had 
worked himself into the starter's role. Then, in the playoffs, 
he served notice that he could hang with the best in the 
game when he posted a .954 save percentage while facing 
an average of nearly 39 shots a game in Dallas' first-round 
nail-biter against the Calgary Flames. 

With new coach Peter DeBoer now at the helm, the Stars 
aren't expected to be as defensively focused as they were 
under Rick Bowness. But with any luck, that should also 
mean more run support for Oettinger. Dallas ranked 21st in 
goals per game last season. 

After signing his new three-year bridge contract on Sept. 1, 
Oettinger is in prime position to become this season's 
breakout star in net and earn his first Vezina consideration.
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NHL Burning Questions: Carolina Hurricanes 

Will Carolina's summer additions pan out? Will their veteran 
goaltending stay healthy? Can the team's youngsters elevate 
their games? Adam Proteau looks at the team's burning 
questions. 

By Adam Proteau 

Welcome to the latest submission in THN.com’s ongoing 
“Three Burning Questions” series – an NHL team-by-team 
breakdown of big questions before the beginning of the 
upcoming regular season. In today’s file, we’re asking Three 
Burning Questions about the Carolina Hurricanes: 

THREE BURNING QUESTIONS FOR THE HURRICANES 
IN 2022-23: 

1. How will their many major off-season acquisitions pan 
out? For a team that finished first in its division and had the 
third-best record (54-20-8), the Hurricanes made a slew of 
notable changes this summer: first, they acquired former 
Norris Trophy winner Brent Burns from San Jose; then, GM 
Don Waddell traded for former Vegas Golden 
Knights/Canadiens star forward Max Pacioretty; and he 
signed a handful of veterans to improve their depth – 
forwards Paul Stastny and Ondrej Kase signed cheap one-
year contracts, and center Derek Stepan and defenseman 
Calvin De Haan agreed to professional tryout contracts. 

Unfortunately, Pacioretty is sidelined for another five months 
after tearing his ACL in off-season training. When he does 
return, Carolina will get a boost, but Waddell recognized the 
hole Pacioretty is leaving in the first half of the season, and 
he wisely landed proven veterans in Stastny (who had 24 
goals in 71 games with Winnipeg last year) and Kase (who 
may be injury-prone, but when healthy, brings a high-tempo, 
robust physical element to the game). They need to step up 
and give the ‘Canes a solid performance in the bottom-six 
forward group. 

Meanwhile, the impact of Burns will make the Hurricanes a 
much more physical team. He’s 37 years old now, and 
although his best days are behind him, Burns can have an 
important impact on Carolina, play on the top defensive 
pairing with Jaccob Slavin, and Waddell got San Jose to 
retain $2.72 million of Burns’ $8-million salary for the next 
three years, so he’s not a money pit.. The ‘Canes defense 
has serious depth (including veteran Jake Gardiner, who has 
recovered from hip and back surgeries that caused him to 
miss the entire 2021-22 campaign), and because they’re 
over the salary cap limit by approximately $2.61 million, 
Waddell may peel off some of that defensive depth. But 
when you’ve got that many veteran contributors on the back 
end, you should just be happy you’re in a position where you 
can deal away one player, still be a stacked lineup, and try to 

get a high draft pick or prospect in return in the trading of one 
of those veterans. 

2. Will their veteran goalies stay healthy up to and through 
the playoffs? There’s no question the Hurricanes have 
enough talent and solid coaching to put them high in the 
Metropolitan Division standings, and land home ice 
advantage, perhaps throughout the playoffs. But Waddell 
has stayed with last year’s goalie tandem of starter Frederik 
Andersen, and veteran backup Antti Raanta – and that could 
be a problem for the second straight year. 

The 32-year-old Andersen was having a standout 
performance in his first year with the ‘Canes when he tore his 
MCL in mid-April and never returned to action, although he 
would later say he was ready to step back in if Carolina had 
advanced to the third round. Nevertheless, the Hurricanes 
had to turn to Raanta, who had an excellent 2.25 Goals-
Against Average and .922 Save Percentage in 13 playoff 
games. Unfortunately, the 33-year-old Raanta was injured in 
Game 7 of their second-round showdown against the New 
York Rangers, and Carolina had no choice but to play No. 3 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, who allowed three goals on 12 
Rangers shots in the ‘Canes’ loss. 

That naturally leads many to keep a close eye on Carolina’s 
goalies this season. Andersen and Raanta can give them 
top-notch netminding, but any further injuries to either of 
them could cause the Hurricanes to drop in the standings 
and have much difficulty advancing in the playoffs. The 
‘Canes’ trainer is under major pressure to keep this lineup 
healthy, and that matters most for their goalies. 

3. Can the ‘Canes youngsters elevate their games? The 
Hurricanes have more than their share of veteran talents, but 
it’s their young star forwards who are the real engine for this 
franchise. For instance, 20-year-old Russian sniper Andrei 
Svechnikov set new career bests in goals (30), assists (39) 
and points (69) in 78 games last season, but ‘Canes brass 
believe he’s got the potential to be even more of an impact 
player. 

Elsewhere, first-line center Sebastian Aho is only 25 years 
old. Projected first-line winger Seth Jarvis is just 20. Second-
line center Jesperi Kotkaniemi is 22. And second-line winger 
Martin Necas is 23. The sky could be the limit for one or all of 
them, and they’re all under team control for a few years. 
Head coach Rod Brind’Amour has an embarrassment of 
riches up front, and if there are improved performances from 
their youngsters, Carolina could contend for the Presidents’ 
Trophy as the league’s best regular-season squad. The kids 
are more than alright for the Hurricanes, who are a legitimate 
threat to win the Stanley Cup this season.
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Carolina Hurricanes System Overview: Goaltenders 

Carolina’s group of goaltenders is headlined by Pyotr 
Kochetkov, but there are questions about the rest of the 
goalies in the pipeline. 

By Matthew Somma 

We’ve reached the final section of my system overview, a 
project that is the result of years worth of hard work. 
Goaltenders have always been tricky to evaluate because 
they normally take a little longer to develop. Normally, 
goalies start to break into the NHL by the time they’re 24 or 
so, whereas forwards and defensemen normally break into 
the NHL around ages 21-22. That may not seem like a huge 
difference, but it’s very possible that goalies that look 
average to start their professional careers can turn into NHL 
goalies. Alex Nedeljkovic is likely a backup, but don’t forget 
that his pro career started with him struggling in the AHL and 
then getting sent to the ECHL.  

You just never know what’s going to happen with goalies, 
and a lot of the time, goalies that your favorite team drafts 
won’t work out. The way that save percentages are listed can 
be a little misleading, so let me break it down. A goalie that 
saves 92% of shots is considered a starter at the NHL level. 
A goalie that saves 91% is considered a backup. A goalie 
that saves 90% of shots at the NHL level likely isn’t going to 
be a full-time NHL goalie. The margin of success is so thin 
with goaltenders, which adds another layer of difficulty to the 
equation.  

Projections for goalies are going to be a bit longer, as I 
mentioned earlier. And, with two NHL roster spots available, 
it’s going to be tough for any goalie to make it to the NHL. 
These projections will be when I believe that these goalies 
will be ready to play NHL games. It may not be when these 
players are full-time goaltenders, and they may not be with 
the Hurricanes at that point.  

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Projection: 2023 

Kochetkov firmly cemented himself as the top goalie in the 
system this past season. He was elite with Chicago in the 
AHL after joining the team in early March, then going on an 
impressive run to end the regular season. Kochetkov was 
13-1-2 during the regular season and posted an impressive 
.921 save percentage in those starts. Kochetkov had a brief 
NHL stint with the Hurricanes, and while his numbers weren’t 
fantastic, he showed flashes of elite level talent. Kochetkov 
went 5-1 en route to helping Chicago capture a Calder Cup 
championship, posting a .950 save percentage in the 
process.  

He’s a fascinating goalie prospect. His raw athleticism, 
speed, strength and puck tracking are all either high end or 
elite. Kochetkov possesses the ability to steal games for his 

team based on his play, and once his rebound control 
improves, he could be a legitimate number one goaltender 
for the Hurricanes. He’s also a fiery personality, unafraid to 
mix it up after the whistle and stand up for his teammates. 
That sort of thing will make Kochetkov a fan favorite for sure. 
The team’s moves this offseason have reflected their 
confidence in Kochetkov’s abilities as well. Instead of signing 
a veteran like Alex Lyon, the team elected to sign Zach 
Sawchenko, a player that has been a backup goalie for most 
of his professional career. The Hurricanes seem content with 
letting Kochetkov be the Wolves’ starter this upcoming 
season, likely in order to prepare him for an NHL role in the 
fall of 2023.  

So, what makes Kochetkov such a promising goalie 
prospect? For starters, it’s his explosive style and athleticism 
that gives him an edge over the competition. Kochetkov can 
make these spectacular saves and save a lot of high danger 
chances due to how quick and athletic he is. Kochetkov 
tracks the puck and sees two steps ahead, meaning that he’ll 
know when a player will pass or shoot before they do, 
allowing for a quick reaction and save. Kochetkov usually 
stays square to the puck but has the ability to make 
desperation saves if he is caught out of position. His style of 
play can be a bit erratic, to put it lightly, as Kochetkov can 
flail and drift but somehow find a way to make the stop. It’s a 
nonstop rollercoaster ride, but that doesn’t mean that I don’t 
have high hopes for Pyotr. Alright, enough talk. Let’s look at 
some of Pyotr’s saves. 

I love this save because Pyotr reads the pass all the way. 
He’s able to react to the pass right as it happens, then 
utilizing his agility and strong push with his right leg, he 
makes what looks like a very routine save. Here’s another 
save where Kochetkov reads the play and reacts 
immediately.  

I’m going to be honest, I’ve watched this play no less than 20 
times and I still have no idea how the Wolves forgot about 
the player at the right circle. Still, Kochetkov is able to stand 
tall and make a great save. I mentioned earlier that 
Kochetkov has the ability to make the desperation saves, 
and part of that is due to his agility and his ability to track the 
puck. He knows where the puck is going to land after it hits 
him and he will throw himself at the puck in an effort to make 
a save. Kochetkov shows little regard for the feelings of 
opposing forwards as well as the heart rates of Hurricanes 
fans, but oh boy, is it fun. 

These next saves are tough because of how much traffic 
there is in front of the net. 

This next save is pretty boring by Kochetkov’s standards, but 
it’s still a really good save. 
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Now, there are two aspects of Kochetkov’s game that do 
concern me right now. First, Kochetkov can struggle to track 
shots from beyond the circles. I’ve noticed that a lot of shots 
that beat him come from low to medium danger areas and it 
can be very frustrating. When Kochetkov was getting beaten 
on the first shot of the game for his first few starts, those 
were the shots that were getting past him.  

Secondly, Kochetkov’s rebound control concerns me. He 
doesn’t give up as many juicy rebounds as some goalies of 
Hurricanes old, but he does give up a lot of rebounds that I’d 
like to see him control.  

I believe that Kochetkov will be an NHL starter based on 
what I’ve seen from him. Very few goaltenders have his set 
of skills and fewer are able to use all of them in tandem with 
one another. Kochetkov has a ton of upside and is just 
getting started as a pro, and if his last season is any indicator 
of future success, Hurricanes fans should be excited. 
Kochetkov is vastly underrated by a lot of other prospect 
experts, failing to make an appearance on a number of top 
prospect lists. Hell, Dylan Garand, who has yet to play in a 
single NHL game, was a top goalie on someone’s list and 
Kochetkov wasn’t even an honorable mention. Kochetkov’s 
age may have something to do with that, as he’ll turn 24 in 
June, but goalies almost always take a while to mature. 

There’s also something to be said about a goalie that can 
endear himself to the fans and have a personality. Goalies 
are always a bit weird, and let’s be honest, it’s a bit 
warranted. They block discs of rubber shot at 90+ miles per 
hour for a living. Kochetkov’s personality has endeared him 
to many Canes fans, especially after his debut. 

Yes! Give me that competitive energy! Then, there’s also the 
fact that he slashed Brad Marchand during game two of the 
playoffs, which is immediately going to win over Hurricanes 
fans. These sort of things aren’t going to be the reason why 
Kochetkov makes it to the NHL, but it’s going to be a part of 
his game. He’s a fiery competitor and that’s a player that a 
team will love to play in front of. I fully expect Kochetkov to 
play in some NHL games this upcoming season due to our 
goalies being injury prone. However, he’s more likely to be a 
full-time NHL goaltender during the following season, as both 
goalies are on expiring deals this season. 

Patrik Hamrla 

Projection: 2026 

Hamrla is a prospect that reminds me a lot of Petr Mrazek, at 
least stylistically. Both goalies are incredibly agile and can 
make saves that get you out of your seat, but there’s a sort 
of organized chaos to the whole thing. Hamrla can get out of 
position in order to make a save, and if he gives up a 
rebound, he’ll have to scramble back to try and make the 
next stop. Now, this sort of thing can be worked on, and I 
believe it’s something that Carolina’s goalie coaches will help 
Hamrla with as he continues to develop.  

Don’t let his numbers from last season fool you, either. 
Hamrla was one of the bright spots on an absolutely awful 
Rimouski team. He was also in camp for Czechia’s World 
Juniors team for the August tournament but had to leave due 
to illness. This upcoming season, it’s my belief that he’ll be 
the starter in Rimouski and one of Czechia’s goalies when it 

comes time for the December World Junior Championship. 
I’m still unsure of Hamrla’s upside, but since the Hurricanes 
retain his signing rights until 2025, there’s still plenty of time. 
I would imagine that Hamrla returns to Czechia after this 
upcoming season, as he’ll be more prepared to take on a 
role at the top level.  

Hamrla’s style of play gives him an advantage because he 
can use his big frame and quickness to come across and 
stop a lot of high danger chances. He takes up a lot of net 
and constantly challenges shooters, making it difficult to beat 
him cleanly. Hamrla had to fend for himself a lot this past 
season, as Rimouski was a fairly weak team in the QMJHL, 
but when I watched him play, I usually came away feeling 
impressed. He has the ability to make big time saves in key 
moments of the game that help keep his team in it, such as 
this save in the QMJHL playoffs. 

Hamrla excels at these cross crease saves, relying on a 
massive push to get from side to side. You may hear Tripp 
Tracy comment about a goalie’s explosiveness on a 
Hurricanes broadcast, and that’s exactly what Hamrla does. 
He explodes out in an instant, getting across and making the 
save, as you can see in the following clip. 

Playing on a mediocre team in a league that already doesn’t 
focus too heavily on defense can make it tough to evaluate a 
goalie’s numbers, which is why saves like this are so nice to 
see. The mechanics are there, and it’s clear that Hamrla 
possesses enough athleticism to play NHL games if he 
continues to develop as he has. 

Hamrla gets you out of your seat with some of these saves 
and truly has the potential to dazzle at the next level. This 
next clip is one of those plays that will haunt this poor 
shooter in his dreams. 

And finally, one more play from Hamrla to showcase his 
strong movement from post to post. 

Hamrla has the potential to play NHL games, and at this 
point, it’s tough to project what his role will be with the 
Hurricanes in three or four years. He definitely has the 
athletic ability, quickness and hockey sense to play in the 
NHL, but I’m still undecided as to what his upside is. Perhaps 
he truly is what Petr Mrazek was for the Hurricanes, which 
was a strong goaltender that can play in 45-50 games over 
the course of a season. I’ll be interested to see what Hamrla 
can accomplish with Rimouski this year. I don’t believe that 
they’ll be much better, if at all, so his numbers may be 
misleading.  

After this season, the Hurricanes have a couple of options as 
to what they can do with Hamrla. He could turn pro and 
spend time with the Wolves, he could remain in Rimouski for 
another year, or he could return to Czechia to gain 
experience against men before signing with the team. They 
have until 2025 to sign Hamrla, so if the team decides that 
extra playing time in a men’s league will be best for Hamrla’s 
long term development, then that’s what’ll happen. I don’t 
expect Hamrla to remain in the QMJHL beyond this 
upcoming season. He’s likely good enough to see consistent 
starts in the Czech elite league, so unless the Hurricanes 
want him to play for the Wolves starting in 2023, that’s where 
I imagine he’ll end up.  
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Jakub Vondras 

Projection: 2027+ 

Vondras is still largely unknown to me. The fact that he 
catches with his right hand is interesting, as you don’t see 
very many goalies like that at any level. From what I’ve been 
able to see from his game tape as well as his play in 
development camp, Vondras seems to be in a similar mold to 
Hamrla. His puck tracking is solid and he can predict where a 
play is going to go on a regular basis. Vondras possesses 
solid athleticism, and while he may not be as explosive as 
Kochetkov or even Hamrla, he is able to get across and 
make some nice saves while moving from post to post.  

So far, I’ve only watched four games of Vondras, plus a six 
minute appearance he had during a preseason game where 
he made two saves on two shots. I’ve only gotten a few 
quality clips from these viewings, so I’ll break down what I 
have. First, a really nice sequence of saves from a recent 
game to open the season. 

Vondras’ stops here are quality, especially the last save or 
two. He is able to get out and take up space to prevent what 
should’ve been a goal. Now, I would have liked to have seen 
him challenge the shooter on the first opportunity, especially 
since he likely could’ve either swallowed the puck or deflect 
the rebound out of harm’s way. Then again, the rebound 
went to his teammates and they still messed up.  

This is all of the film that I have on Vondras. It’s not a lot, but 
I can clearly see the athleticism and puck tracking ability that 
made him an NHL draft pick. I’m excited that we’ll be getting 
a chance to see him at the Prospects Showcase next 
weekend. I figured that he would be staying in Europe, but 
he’s actually making the trek over here and will hopefully get 
ice time in one of Carolina’s three games. Vondras is a 
project, and I’m unsure of his upside right now. There are 
some tools that you can build on, but in all likelihood, we 
won’t know what his ceiling is for another year or two. Once 
he breaks out of the Czech U20 league, we’ll have a better 
idea of where he’s at as a prospect. 

Nikita Quapp 

Projection: 2027 

Quapp is in strong contention with Cruz Lucius in a 
competition for best name in the pipeline. His name is elite 
and there are some things about Quapp’s game that I’ve 
been a fan of when I’ve watched him play. For starters, 
Quapp has the ability to read where a play is going and react 
to it immediately, challenging the eventual shooter and taking 
away a lot of space. He’s a big goalie that relies more on the 
mental side of the game rather than pure athleticism to make 
stops. I’ve heard the term “cerebral goalie” thrown around, 
and that’s a category that I’d consider putting Quapp in.  

I was disappointed when Quapp was unable to join the 
Norfolk Admirals this past season, as I felt that it would have 
been a good opportunity to see more of him. It was a pain 
trying to find his games this past season, but I was able to 
watch a handful and saw some things that I really liked. 
Quapp is definitely a more cerebral goalie, relying on his 
ability to track the puck and predict when a player will pass, 
where they’ll pass to, or where they’ll move to for a shot in 
order to make saves. Quapp is calm, cool and collected. He’ll 

never be the quickest goaltender, nor will he be the most 
athletic, which is why he has to rely on his hockey sense 
when faced with a shot attempt. Rebound control and 
general sloppiness can be a bit of an issue in Quapp’s game, 
but it’s hard to tell how much of his poor starts were his fault. 
Krefeld was an awful team this past season, and their 
defense on most nights was abysmal. Quapp would be faced 
with a lot of odd man rushes, and while he looked alright on 
breakaways, his team’s failure to clear pucks usually resulted 
in goals against.  

Quapp’s World Junior tournament is likely one that he’d like 
to forget, as he struggled in the two starts that he had. There 
were good moments in both starts, such as how he managed 
to keep a flailing German team afloat with some spectacular 
saves in the first period, but that momentum was squashed 
after Quapp gave up a handful of soft goals in the second 
period.  

Quapp is going to be a project and will take a long time to 
reach the NHL, if he manages to get to that point. He has 
some tools, such as his strong hockey sense and good 
mechanics, but the athleticism isn’t there and his rebound 
control is poor. I’m interested to see where he’ll end up 
playing this year. He has signed with Eisbaren Berlin until the 
end of the 2023-2024 season, but it appears that he’ll be 
starting the season in the German second league. That may 
prove to be good for Quapp’s development, especially if he 
can get consistent starts. Playing in 11 games a year isn’t 
going to be good for a goalie’s development, so if Quapp can 
get more starts, it doesn’t matter what league he’s in. 

Jake Kucharski 

Projection: not likely 

Kucharski was picked 197th overall by the Hurricanes in the 
2018 draft. At the time, he was one of those picks that you 
sort of shrugged your shoulders at and said “sure, why not?” 
because after all, it’s the seventh round and you just never 
know. On paper, Kucharski looked intriguing. He was 6’4” 
and just over 200 pounds, meaning that he’d take up a lot of 
net, and he was committed to play college hockey at 
Providence starting in the fall of 2019. Then, the following 
season happened and his USHL team wouldn’t play him. He 
had one start before he was traded to Omaha, where he then 
only appeared in eight games. His numbers were poor in 
those eight starts, and I started to wonder what the 
Hurricanes saw in him. Kucharski then sat out the following 
season at Providence before transferring to American 
International College, where he has put together two solid 
seasons.  

When I saw Kucharski at rookie camp back in 2019, I noticed 
that he wasn’t overly quick at covering the five hole and left a 
lot of space open in the lower half of the net. Now, he has 
improved since then, but what I’ve seen hasn’t convinced me 
that he’s going to be a pro goaltender. He hasn’t taken over 
as the starter for a team that plays in a horrible NCAA 
conference, and his numbers haven’t been at the level that 
you’d expect given how he plays. Kucharski was not in 
attendance for prospects camp, which could be for a variety 
of reasons, but it’s still something to note.  

Now, you never say never with goalies. I’ve been wrong 
plenty of times before, and I’ll be wrong about something 
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again. However, I’m fairly confident when I say that 
Kucharski may not be a professional goaltender, at least not 
with the Hurricanes. He has size and when I watched him 
against UMass, I thought he was solid, but there wasn’t 
anything there to make me think that he could be more than 
a solid college goalie. 

Yegor Naumov 

Projection: shrug emoji 

I’m going to be completely transparent with you all. I’ve got 
nothing on Naumov. It doesn’t help that he didn’t play in a 
single game last year and only nine games during his draft 
year, so there really isn’t much to go off of here. I’ve been 
trying to look into why he didn’t play last year, and as of right 
now, I don’t have any information to share with you all. So, 
sadly, I’m not able to talk about this player a whole lot. 
Naumov is not listed on Loko Yaroslavl’s page on 
Eliteprospects and they have not shown that he has signed 
or played for another team. We’ll have to wait and see who 
this mystery prospect is. 

Zach Sawchenko 

Projection: AHL Goaltender 

Sawchenko was signed by Carolina in free agency after 
splitting time between San Jose’s NHL team and AHL 
affiliate this past season. He hasn’t proven to be a starting 
goaltender at the AHL level just yet, which leads me to 
believe that Chicago’s crease belongs to Pyotr Kochetkov 
and that he’ll be the one getting the bulk of the starts. 
Sawchenko isn’t some scrub that we can write off, however. 
His numbers at the NHL level were decent, and it’s really 
hard to judge his AHL numbers given how bad of a team the 
Barracuda were this past year. In Chicago, Sawchenko will 
be expected to play behind Kochetkov and be sort of a 
mentor for him in the process. After all, Sawchenko also has 
NHL experience and can help Pyotr reach the next level. 

Final Thoughts 

The Hurricanes’ goalie pipeline is filled with a lot of question 
marks. Kochetkov looks like the real deal, but this year is 
going to be a big year for him since he’ll have to prove that 
this past year wasn’t a fluke. I have full confidence that he’ll 

be an NHL starter someday, but it’s far from a sure thing. I 
also like Patrik Hamrla’s odds at playing NHL games. I’m still 
not sure if he’s a starter, 1A/B, or backup, but I like the 
potential in his game and there’s a lot that you can build off 
of. Hamrla has a ton of time left to develop outside of the 
organization as well, and the Hurricanes could certainly elect 
to go that route if they felt that it would be better for his 
development.  

Aside from Kochetkov and Hamrla, however, there are a lot 
of question marks. Quapp and Vondras all have tools that I 
like but both are so early in their development that it’s difficult 
to project exactly where those two goalies fit into Carolina’s 
future plans. Yegor Naumov is quite literally an unknown 
prospect for a few reasons, and I’m close to closing the book 
on Jake Kucharski. It’s clear that losing Eetu Makiniemi via 
trade hurt the Hurricanes’ depth in the pipeline, but when you 
think about it, it’s clear that Kochetkov was going to be the 
guy moving forward, especially after the season he had.  

Carolina has selected a goalie in every draft except one 
since 2014, and that was the 2020 draft. They made up for it 
the next year by selecting three goalies, so I’d say it evens 
out. I like the strategy of selecting at least one goalie per 
draft because you truly never know which one is going to 
work out. You can make projections based on their draft 
year, but there’s so much that can chance in such a short 
period of time to make or break a goalie. Moving forward, I 
would expect Carolina to continue the trend of picking at 
least one goalie per draft.  

With that, my system overview is complete. You can find the 
section on forwards here and the section on defensemen 
here. I’m so grateful for all of the support for this project and I 
hope that it has helped you get more familiar with the 
prospects and players in the pipeline. I know that right now, 
the team’s present is great and we don’t have to look toward 
the future, desperately hoping for better days anymore. We 
can sit and enjoy a great hockey team. The future of the 
team is still important, and it’s always nice to know the 
players that are coming up from Chicago or their various 
teams looking to make the Hurricanes. Folks, I’m truly 
grateful for the support and I can’t express enough thank 
you’s. It truly is a great time to be a Carolina Hurricanes fan.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article265561601.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article265563001.html 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/top-5-candidates-for-the-2022-23-vezina-trophy 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-burning-questions-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/9/23340995/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-scouting-kochetkov 
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The NHL is coming back: Here’s what you may have missed and what to 
expect this year 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

09/09/2022 

 

For anyone working in or around the sphere of professional hockey, the 
schedule isn’t much different than that of a student or teacher. 

Once the calendar clicks past Labor Day, it’s time to get back to work. 

NHL players who haven’t made their way to their respective cities of 
employment are doing it now. Informal skates are underway for the 
veterans, while rookie tournaments are on the horizon. Main camps open 
in less than two weeks. The exhibition season will be here before you 
know it and in case you’ve forgotten, the NHL regular season kicks off in 
Europe on October 7, with a two-game set in Prague between Nashville 
and San Jose, part of the resumption of the NHL’s Global Series. 

In many ways, these past seven weeks have felt like the first real NHL 
offseason in three years. 

In 2020, the 24-team bubble playoff started in August and they were 
down to the final four by the second week of September. In 2021, the 56-
game season didn’t start until January with realigned divisions and travel 
restrictions that resulted in, among other developments, a one-year 
experiment with an all-Canadian division. The outcome was the same 
both times, with the Tampa Bay Lightning winning back-to-back Stanley 
Cups. 

But by the time the 2021 expansion and entry drafts and free agency 
were all completed, half of the last summer was gone. 

This year, for everyone except maybe Flames’ general manager Brad 
Treliving (more on his offseason workload later), it seemed like the 
league finally had a chance for a collective deep breath and then a hearty 
exhale. 

The optimism of September is now upon us and it feels genuine, the 
batteries collectively recharged all around the league. 

When last we left you, NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly was handing 
the Stanley Cup to Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog because 
commissioner Gary Bettman had tested positive for COVID-19. 

Colorado celebrated what seemed like a long overdue Stanley Cup, after 
an epic final against the Lightning, who didn’t give up the push for a 
threepeat without a fight. That championship series followed an exciting 
two-month playoff which helped obscure how flat the last NHL regular 
season was, from a competitive point of view. It was a year that lacked 
any genuine drama from about Christmas on. 

Early on, the Eastern Conference had divided itself neatly into eight 
haves and eight have-nots and playoff spots were effectively decided 
months ahead of time. It wasn’t much more competitive in the West, with 
six teams (Winnipeg, Chicago, Arizona, San Jose, Anaheim and Seattle) 
all falling far off the pace early and five teams (Colorado, Minnesota, St. 
Louis, Calgary and Edmonton) all booking their playoff spots with little 
difficulty. 

Thus, in a 32-team league, after the Kraken made their debut last 
season, it meant only five clubs (Los Angeles, Vegas, Vancouver, 
Nashville and Dallas) were actually jockeying for three playoff spots 
during the stretch run. 

So here we are, with training camps around the corner, and we have the 
Coyotes about to start playing at a 5,000-seat arena on the campus of 
Arizona State University. 

We have a division champion in Calgary wildly remade up front. We have 
Ottawa suddenly a hot destination; Columbus as well. 

The reigning regular-season champion Panthers replaced a Jack Adams 
finalist in Andrew Brunette with veteran coach Paul Maurice and traded 
away the NHL’s second-leading scorer, Jonathan Huberdeau, to Calgary 
for the rabble-rousing Matthew Tkachuk in the hopes of getting further 
along in the playoffs. 

The regular season’s competitive imbalance turned the 2022 trading 
deadline into an early version of Boxing Day, with ‘for sale’ signs posted 
on franchises across the continent. 

The wheeling and dealing geared up again almost as soon as the teams 
hit Montreal for the draft. 

That, in turn, produced a volatile upheaval in a handful of different 
markets. 

It’s fair to say that 2022 was a summer like no other in the NHL. 

Now a summer like no other doesn’t always guarantee a season to 
remember. But you cannot dispute the fact that intrigue and curiosity 
heading into camps is running at peak levels. 

Oddly enough, two of the most changed teams also represent two of the 
NHL’s smallest markets — Ottawa and Calgary, two franchises that 
generally don’t make much of a splash on the bigger, national picture. 

Calgary and Ottawa made significant changes to their respective cores, 
which is really the only way to quantitively shift the narrative. The one 
difference: The Flames’ moves were set in motion by forces largely out of 
their control, and could be mostly seen as sideways. Two key 
contributors were out (Johnny Gaudreau, Tkachuk),; three key 
contributors came in (Huberdeau, Nazem Kadri, MacKenzie Weegar). 

The changes will have the net effect of shifting leadership and roles 
within the Flames, but it can be debated: Are they better, are they worse, 
or are they just different? 

Of course, sometimes, just being different — if what you have isn’t 
working to your satisfaction — does make you better. In Calgary, there’s 
been a percentage of the fan base disenchanted with the core for some 
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time now, even though that core helped them to a division title last 
season and the second-best record in the NHL in 2019. 

So not exactly a franchise that’s been wandering off in the wilderness for 
an extended period. 

Ottawa, by contrast, has been that. 

But this offseason’s push has been, frankly, impressive work by general 
manager Pierre Dorion. 

First, the trade to bring in Alex DeBrincat, an elite-level goal-scorer, 
young enough to fit in the team’s core without giving up a major piece off 
the NHL roster. Then luring a key free agent, Claude Giroux, to Ottawa, 
to further flesh out the core of the team. And adding the veteran 
goaltender Cam Talbot to stabilize the netminding was an under-the-
radar bit of good horse trading — taking advantage of Talbot’s wish not 
to job-share with Marc-Andre Fleury in Minnesota. 

The hope is Josh Norris, Drake Batherson and Tim Stutzle all live up to 
their promise because the dollar and term commitments made to them as 
well as Brady Tkachuk and Thomas Chabot are serious. Ottawa has a 
long way to go to make up the gap between the top and bottom four 
teams in the Atlantic, but the Senators should be on the way — not just 
better, but also fun to watch, which hopefully will energize the fan base 
and get them out to Kanata in larger numbers. 

Maybe the closest comparison to this offseason was the summer of 2016 
when two trades — Taylor Hall for Adam Larsson and PK Subban for 
Shea Weber — brought a wow factor to that offseason. Hall eventually 
won an MVP for his new team, the Devils, in 2018 while Subban also 
thrived early in Nashville, garnering a Norris Trophy finalist nod in 2018. 
Weber, meanwhile, overcame some crippling physical issues to help 
Montreal qualify for the 2021 Stanley Cup Final. 

So, impact players who had an impact in their new locations. It’s what 
they’re wishing for in Ottawa and Calgary, where they’ll use training 
camps and the early season to solve the mystery of chemistry because it 
all eventually needs to jell on the ic; and that’s the vexing, puzzling part 
of the equation that no one can accurately forecast. 

But they’ll remember that Hall keyed a historic year-over-year turnaround 
in New Jersey before he was traded to Arizona and then as a highly 
prized free agent, joined Buffalo on a one-year, $8 million prove-it-to-me 
contract. 

Hall’s contract that year was similar to the one signed by John Klingberg 
with the Ducks earlier this summer. 

When all the other key free agents were getting dollars and term, 
Klingberg lingered on the market and finally settled for $7 million on a 
one-year deal. That seems to be the modus operandi of new Ducks GM 
Pat Verbeek, who was trying — as much as possible — to fill in the gaps 
in his lineup, with a series of short-term solutions. 

The Ducks closely monitored the most meaningful hockey played this 
summer, the rescheduled world junior championship in Edmonton, where 
they received impressive results from Mason McTavish, who looks like a 
young Ryan O’Reilly. A nice piece to build around. 

Two of the three California teams, the Ducks and Sharks, have new 
leadership in Verbeek and Mike Grier, respectively. But Verbeek has the 
far easier task, inheriting a team from the previous regime that has, in 
addition to McTavish and Olen Zellweger, two of the most intriguing 
young talents in the game in Trevor Zegras and Jamie Drysdale. 

Verbeek also had the luxury of loading up on draft picks at the deadline 
by trading away useful vets such as Rickard Rakell, Hampus Lindholm 
and Josh Manson, who eventually helped the Avs win the Cup. In short, 
the heavy lifting was already done before Verbeek arrived on the scene; 
his job now is to shepherd that youthful nucleus to the next level. Grier, 
by contrast, has a far greater challenge in front of him. 

More and more teams have adopted that scorched-earth rebuild 
philosophy over the past handful of seasons beyond Anaheim and 

Ottawa. Arizona tops the list, but Buffalo, Detroit, New Jersey and now 
both Montreal and Chicago are all going down the same essential path, 
along with Seattle, which has followed the more traditional slow-but-
steady expansion path. 

Question: If 10 teams all hit the reset at roughly the same time, and 
suffer through painful rebuilds, how many will actually succeed in 
reaching the ultimate goal, a Stanley Cup championship? Colorado did, 
not that long after a gutting 48-point regular season. Three of the four 
Atlantic also-rans — Ottawa, Buffalo and Detroit — clearly signaled this 
offseason that they were ready to make the push toward respectability, 
presumably hoping that one of last year’s playoff clubs sinks in the 
standings. 

On paper, Boston was theoretically that candidate because the Bruins 
will start the season with a number of key players, including Brad 
Marchand and Charlie McAvoy, on the sidelines, recovering from 
offseason surgeries. Their absences, along with Matt Grzelcyk, means 
they could start more slowly than anticipated, though getting Patrice 
Bergeron and David Krejci back for another year will mitigate the worry. 

Still a further word of caution here: The same things were said about the 
Penguins a year ago because they were going to start the season 
without Evgeni Malkin, Sidney Crosby and other key figures. The reality 
was different. A handful of secondary players stepped up and helped 
keep the Penguins afloat until the big boys returned. After that, it wasn’t 
much of a contest. 

On paper, the playoff races for the 2022-23 season are shaping up to be 
far closer and more interesting than a year ago. How will it all play out on 
the ice? We’ll soon start to see. 

The Athletic LOADED: 09.11.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Five Canadiens storylines ahead of 2022-23 season: 
Could Suzuki wear the 'C'? 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsSeptember 11, 2022, 10:35 AM 

 

MONTREAL — Nick Suzuki, Montreal Canadiens captain. 

Has a nice ring to it, doesn’t it? 

We’ll find out by the first week of October if the Canadiens agree. They’re 
expected to appoint a new leader before the 2022-23 season gets 
underway, and they have to decide if they want to saddle a 23-year-old 
who’s entering the first of an eight-year, $63-million contract with that 
type of pressure—if they’re prepared to make Suzuki’s name 
synonymous with the big ones that have come before on the illustrious 
list of Canadiens captains. 

It’s an honour and a privilege to serve in the role once expertly 
commandeered by Gainey, Beliveau and Richard, among others. 

But the captaincy, and all it entails—being the face of this historic 
franchise in a white-hot market, being the spokesperson for the players, 
being the ultimate teammate on and off the ice, being the leader of the 
room and the go-to player in the pivotal moments of games—can be a 
crushing burden. 

Do the Canadiens believe Suzuki can avoid having it become one right 
now? 

Management holds him in the highest regard, the coaching staff respects 
him immensely, and the players feel he’s made for the role. 

We think back to what longtime Suzuki teammate Ben Chiarot said about 
the London, Ont., native upon being traded to the Florida Panthers at last 
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season’s deadline and consider it congruent with how most the players in 
Montreal feel. 

“He’s as talented as anyone in the NHL and mature beyond his 22 
years,” Chiarot told us in an exclusive interview. “I see him being a leader 
here for a long time; being a top player and obviously the face of the 
franchise here. I see a passing of the torch from Shea (Weber) and 
Carey (Price) to Nick. That’s how I see it going, and I can’t think of 
someone better suited for it considering how mature he is and how he 
handles himself. 

“In my mind, he’ll be the captain.” 

Whether or not Suzuki is prepared to assume the role immediately is the 
question. 

Brendan Gallagher, who’s been a heart-and-soul player for the 
Canadiens since 2013, is as viable a candidate as the team has if they 
wish to ease Suzuki into position more gradually. 

If Gallagher is willing to keep this seat warm, he could be who they turn 
to. 

Joel Edmundson, who stepped into the void left by Weber last season, 
has two years left on his contract (three years less than Gallagher) and, 
as a result, could be the best option to buy Suzuki just a bit more time. 

But there’s ample reason to believe he doesn’t need it. Suzuki has shown 
he thrives under pressure—he’s a player with a higher point-per-game 
percentage in the Stanley Cup Playoffs than in the regular season—and 
making him captain now could bring out the best in him. 

Until the decision gets made, no Canadiens story will be more 
compelling. 

But here are four others we’ll be keeping a close eye on this season. 

Where will Juraj Slafkovsky play? 

The Canadiens have already said it’ll be in Quebec, but there’s no telling 
how long the first-overall pick in the 2022 NHL Draft will be in Montreal. 

With the exception of Owen Power, who was drafted first in 2021 by the 
Buffalo Sabres and elected to return to school for one more season, 
virtually every top pick this millennium has spent the majority of their first 
season in the NHL. 

Whether or not Slafkovsky follows that path will ultimately be dictated by 
how he plays. We imagine he’ll be given as much rope as the Canadiens 
can extend to start, and that a nine-game stint to start in the NHL is all 
but guaranteed, and he’ll have to earn the rest. 

But we don’t see the Canadiens hesitating to send Slafkovsky to the 
Laval Rocket if they feel he needs some time there. They’ve made player 
development their top priority—in possession of a roster that’s still a 
couple of years away from being truly competitive—and they’ll do 
whatever is best for Slafkovsky’s development. 

He seems to be on board with that. 

“Camp starts next week and (the plan) will come from there,” he told 
reporters at the NHL’s rookie showcase on Tuesday. “It’s about how 
ready I’ll be. I hope I’m ready, so we’ll see.” 

“I’m trying to do everything so that I can play in the NHL,” Slafkovsky 
continued. “But, of course, I will do whatever Montreal says and thinks 
will be better for me.” 

We believe what’s best for the big Slovak is to play with the type of 
players he’ll be alongside when he is developed in the NHL—top-six 
forwards like Suzuki and Cole Caufield. 

But Slafkovsky’s play will reveal whether or not he’s prepared to continue 
in that role as the season progresses. 

The Redemption Tour 

If you’re hoping to see the Canadiens bottom out this season and give 
themselves the best odds at drafting a supposed generational talent in 
Connor Bedard, head coach Martin St. Louis, who’s proven to be an 
exceptional motivator in his short time behind the bench, might not be the 
only person in the way of achieving that. 

This team has no shortage of players who should be extremely driven to 
redeem themselves after disappointing 2021-22 campaigns, and those 
players could help vault the Canadiens a little higher in the standings 
than most people anticipate. 

Start with Brendan Gallagher, who had just seven goals in 56 games and 
struggled with injuries last season. He’s had the better part of five months 
to rejuvenate his body—something he said was essential to him returning 
to the player who regularly scored more than 20 goals per season—and 
when we checked in with him last week, he said he was feeling good and 
ready. 

Mike Hoffman, Christian Dvorak and Joel Armia are three players who 
best be prepared to offer something much better than what we saw from 
them for the majority of games they played with the Canadiens last 
season. All three of them are being paid for middle-six production and 
reliability and none of them delivered that. 

Hoffman, who signed a three-year, $13.5-million contract with the 
Canadiens in the summer of 2021, is only two seasons removed from 
scoring 29 goals in 69 games and needs to come much closer to being 
that player than he was for his first 67 games in bleu, blanc et rouge. 
Dvorak’s two-way play, which only picked up in the back half of last 
season after he struggled mightily out of the gate, needs to be strong 
enough to help insulate younger centres on the team. And Armia, who 
put up only six goals in 60 games after signing a four-year, $13.6-million 
deal, needs a mulligan. 

The big Finn, Dvorak, Hoffman and Gallagher aren’t the only Canadiens 
who need to show better come fall. Josh Anderson had a respectable 19 
goals in 69 games last season, but the expectation—after he signed a 
seven-year, $38.5-million contract with the team in 2020—is that he be 
much more like the player who had 27 goals during the 2018-19 season. 

Kirby Dach and Sean Monahan, new to the Canadiens after summer 
trades brought them to Montreal, also have much to prove. 

This past Wednesday, Dach, 21, signed a lucrative new contract which 
will pay him mostly for his potential, and he can immediately make it a 
good deal with a fresh start under St. Louis. 

And Monahan, who’s coming off his second hip surgery since the 
summer of 2021, feels healthy and ready to contribute in a way he wasn’t 
able to in Calgary over the past two seasons. 

"I think this summer is a big one for me," Monahan said in his first media 
availability as a Canadien on Aug. 18. "I got the surgery earlier than I did 
the year before, so I’ve put in a lot of work this summer and right now I’m 
back on the ice four times a week. It's been a long time coming for me to 
feel healthy, so I’m excited to play hockey again at a high level and I’m 
really excited to join the Canadiens.” 

The Youth Movement on Defence 

Kaiden Guhle (20), Justin Barron (20) and Jordan Harris (22) are the 
primary three of several young defencemen hoping to play full-time with 
the Canadiens this season. 

Spots are open, with Joel Edmundson, Mike Matheson, David Savard 
and Chris Wideman the only veterans on Montreal’s blue line. The 
competition for time alongside them will be one to track for the entirety of 
the 2022-23 season. 

Expect to see a rotation, with Guhle, Harris and Barron all splitting time 
between Montreal and Laval, and with 21-year-old Arber Xhekaj, 22-
year-old Mattias Norlinder, and sophomore Corey Shueneman pushing to 
unseat them. 
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The Canadiens will have to straddle the fine line between results and 
player development here, leaning heavily on development to ensure 
confidence remains intact for all parties. 

Goaltending Carousel 

With Carey Price on long-term injury reserve due to his persistent knee 
injury, Jake Allen will be leaned on heavily in Montreal’s net. 

Just how prepared he’ll be for the workload, after multiple groin injuries 
limited the 32-year-old to just 35 appearances last season, is in question. 

If young Cayden Primeau—who had an exceptional playoff with the 
Rocket last spring after struggling last winter with the Canadiens—was 
discouraged when he saw Samuel Montembeault sign a one-way 
contract with Montreal earlier this summer, Price’s updated status should 
have him feeling like the road to the Bell Centre suddenly has less 
construction cones to navigate. 

Just how well Allen, Montembeault and Primeau can fare is a major 
question heading into training camp. And how the competition shapes up 
as the season progresses will essentially dictate how Hughes and the 
Canadiens’ brass attempt to navigate Price’s probable absence in the 
future. 
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