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Every NHL team’s biggest question heading into training camp 

NHL training camps open next week, the preseason kicks off 
Sept. 24 and regular-season games are coming Oct. 7. After 
a long summer, the wait for the 2022-23 season is almost 
over. 

Has your team addressed all it needed to during the 
offseason? What concerns remain? To find out, The Athletic 
asked the reporters who know the teams best what the 
biggest question is facing each heading into training camp. 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Can Mason McTavish follow in Trevor Zegras’ footsteps? 
Zegras was the Calder Trophy runner-up to Detroit’s Moritz 
Seider and the Ducks’ first finalist for the award since Bobby 
Ryan in 2009. McTavish, 19, could very well be in the Calder 
conversation this season, too, after in the past year 
becoming the youngest Ducks player to score in his NHL 
debut, powering Hamilton to the Memorial Cup title game, 
and making a game-saving play that’s the stuff of legends at 
the world juniors while captaining Canada to the gold medal. 
Next thing on the to-do list is locking down a spot with the 
Ducks. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

How well will Clayton Keller recover? On a team with lots of 
hope for the future but facing a grim present in 2022-23, the 
Coyotes have one legitimate star forward: the shifty Keller, 
who was in the midst of a career year (28 goals in 67 games) 
when he broke his leg near the end of the regular season on 
March 30 and was given a four-to-six month recovery 
timeline. With the Coyotes set to play 20 of their first 24 
games on the road, they need Keller to be healthy and in 
good form by the Oct. 13 opener against Pittsburgh to have 
any hope of being remotely competitive. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

How do they stay competitive with Matt Grzelcyk, Brad 
Marchand and Charlie McAvoy unavailable? Marchand and 
McAvoy are among the best at their positions. Grzelcyk is an 
excellent defender and puck mover. With their No. 1 left wing 
and two top-four defensemen recovering from offseason 
surgeries, the Bruins will be in an early dogfight to stay in the 
race — all while adjusting to new coach Jim Montgomery. 
They’ll need Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci to be their 
usual selves as top-two centers. But Bergeron is 37. Krejci is 
36 coming off a year in Czechia. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

How quickly can the youngsters develop? All of the micro 
questions surrounding the Sabres lead back to the macro 
question of how quickly their young talent will develop. Owen 
Power, Jack Quinn and JJ Peterka are three rookies who 
should occupy roles ranging in significance. Peyton Krebs 
and Dylan Cozens are 21-year-olds expected to make a 

jump. Both could potentially play in the top six. In net, Eric 
Comrie will likely handle the biggest NHL workload of his 
career. What the Sabres get from those players will 
determine how quickly the team can climb the standings. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Are they actually better than last year? The Flames, and their 
fans, went through a roller coaster of emotions during the 
offseason. They lost Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk, among other pieces, but added Nazem Kadri, 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Mackenzie Weegar. On paper, 
they look improved on defense and up the middle. Adding a 
center like Kadri should help make the Flames a deeper 
team with more than one line that can consistently produce 
— which was an issue last season. But the question 
remains: Are they better? It’s hard for any team to replace 
one 40-goal scorer, let alone two. General manager Brad 
Treliving gave it the old college try, and we’ll see soon if it 
worked out. — Hailey Salvian and Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Can Jesperi Kotkaniemi replace Vincent Trocheck as the 
team’s second-line center? The Hurricanes let Trocheck walk 
as a free agent and now are betting on Kotkaniemi stepping 
up to fill his shoes. It’s a jump-in role for a player who 
primarily has been a bottom-sixer on a squad facing high 
expectations as the team to beat in the Metropolitan Division. 
Overall, Carolina needs more oomph-per-60 from the top six, 
putting emphasis on consistency from its best and growth 
from Marty Necas. But pivotal in all of this is Kotkaniemi 
breaking out and at the very least filling Trocheck’s void to 
keep that second line impactful. — Shayna Goldman 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Whither Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews? Patrick Kane 
and Jonathan Toews both want to feel this whole rebuild 
thing out before deciding on their futures, but both pillars of 
the franchise are likely destined to finish the season with 
other teams. Neither really wants to leave Chicago, but 
neither seems terribly excited about a potentially five-year-
plus rebuild in their mid-30s, either. When and where they go 
is a question that will dominate the season, since the on-ice 
results will be largely meaningless for a team that has been 
built to fail in an attempt to land Connor Bedard in next year’s 
draft. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Is the goaltending good enough? The Avalanche let Darcy 
Kuemper walk in free agency, trading for Alexandar Georgiev 
and promptly signing him to a three-year deal. It saved the 
team cap space but was a risk considering Georgiev is 
coming off a down year and has never been a full-time 
starter. But Colorado believes he will play better with a 
bigger role. Pavel Francouz will back up. Still, the Avalanche 
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let a Stanley Cup-winning goalie go for someone who is 
pretty unproven, making the position a bit of an unknown 
entering camp. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Who fills out the top two defensive pairs on the right side? 
The sexy question here would be “Who does Johnny 
Gaudreau play with?” after the summer’s blockbuster free-
agent signing, but the Blue Jackets aren’t worried about him 
fitting in. The bigger issue is cutting way back on the goals 
allowed from last season, when they let in a franchise-record 
297. Zach Werenski and Vladislav Gavrikov are locks for the 
first and second pairs on the left side. That’s a good start. 
But who they’ll play with is a major question with no easy 
answers. Andrew Peeke landed next to Werenski last 
season, so maybe he gets the first shot. Jake Bean and 
Adam Boqvist will need to make huge strides from last 
season to hold down such a role. Nick Blankenburg opened 
eyes late last season, but that was a small sample size. Erik 
Gudbranson was signed as a free agent, but he’s probably a 
five or six. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Where is the scoring going to come from? Lack of scoring 
has been a theme for the Stars in recent memory. Now they 
enter a training camp in which they lost arguably their best 
offensive weapon on the blue line in John Klingberg but 
added a decent player up front in Mason Marchment. Tyler 
Seguin’s resurgence will remain a big storyline for scoring, 
as well as the next step for Miro Heiskanen. Hovering over 
all of that is a new coaching staff, who are expected to inject 
life into an offense that has been mostly limited. — Saad 
Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

How improved is the defense? This was the biggest question 
entering the Red Wings’ offseason, and it will remain so until 
we see some live action. Detroit certainly invested in fixing its 
defensive issues, filling holes not only in net and on the blue 
line but also up front — adding players such as Andrew 
Copp and David Perron who can help improve the defense 
from the forward position. For that reason, Detroit should 
certainly be better at keeping the puck out of its net. But after 
allowing the second-most goals in the league last season, 
there’s a lot of work to be done just to get to the point of 
respectability. Allowing 50 fewer goals last season still would 
not have gotten them even into the league’s upper half 
defensively. Expect that to be a major emphasis for new 
head coach Derek Lalonde from the outset of camp. — Max 
Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

How will they manage their salary cap crunch? The Oilers 
still need to sign restricted free agent Ryan McLeod, but 
they’re over the cap without him under contract — even with 
Mike Smith and Oscar Klefbom slated for long-term injured 
reserve. Without a trade to clear out some salary, they’re 
anticipating starting with a 21-man roster in a season in 
which they intend to make a Stanley Cup push. That means 
a couple of players on one-way contracts could be exposed 
to the waiver wire in the hopes they’ll reach AHL Bakersfield. 
— Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Did they overreact? A second-round sweep — even to the 
Lightning — should always prompt some reflection, 
especially for a team coming off a regular season as 
dominant as Florida’s. The Panthers’ overreliance on 
comebacks, for example, always seemed like it’d be an issue 
in the playoffs. Guess what happened. But changes at coach 
(Andrew Brunette out, Paul Maurice in) and in the core 
(Jonathan Huberdeau and Mackenzie Weegar out, Matthew 
Tkachuk in) are significant stuff for one of the most powerful 
offensive clubs in recent memory. Plus, Claude Giroux, 
Mason Marchment and Ben Chiarot are all in different 
uniforms. The Panthers are different, but are they better? — 
Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Can they handle higher expectations? Many figured that this 
would be the year the Kings moved from rebuilding back to 
contending, but instead, they surprised many by making the 
playoffs last season and nearly tripping up Western 
Conference finalist Edmonton in the first round. Now, the 
Kings have added Kevin Fiala to their mix and enter training 
camp with visions of another postseason. You know Drew 
Doughty will want to be back in that spotlight after being 
sidelined against the Oilers following wrist surgery. But will 
they be able to handle having more of a target on their 
backs? — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Do they have the, dare I say, depth to contend? The Wild 
traded an 85-point player in Kevin Fiala for futures because 
they couldn’t afford him, a veteran defenseman in Dmitry 
Kulikov to create cap space, and a veteran goalie in Cam 
Talbot because he was disgruntled. Who’s replacing Fiala’s 
points? Can Filip Gustavsson spell Marc-Andre Fleury about 
32 times? And what happens if one of their oft-injured top-
four D gets hurt? There’s a lot unsettled heading into camp. 
— Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

How will they manage the logjam at forward? The Canadiens 
have 15 NHL forwards under contract plus No. 1 pick Juraj 
Slafkovsky, who has an excellent chance of making the 
roster. Teams simply can’t carry 16 forwards, so at least one 
and probably two will have to go. The health of Paul Byron, 
Jonathan Drouin and Sean Monahan might delay the need to 
make a decision right at the start of the season, but at some 
point soon, this will need to be addressed, one way or 
another. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Do they have a true top six? The Preds got what they were 
looking for, and then some, from Filip Forsberg and Matt 
Duchene last season. Ryan Johansen and Mikael Granlund 
also had good seasons. The other two spots in the top six 
rotated and underwhelmed, but now Nino Niederreiter is in 
the fold and should fit in nicely. Is Philip Tomasino ready to 
take a big step? If so, the Preds can keep their beloved 
“Herd” line (featuring top-six candidate Tanner Jeannot) 
together and can be a better team overall. — Joe Rexrode 
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New Jersey Devils 

Will they have capable goaltending? As much as the Devils 
have the potential to improve, 2021-22 showed that 
disastrous goaltending can undo any amount of progress. 
Offensive consistency and more defensive support will help, 
but this season for New Jersey hinges on having at least 
average goaltending. Training camp is the first opportunity 
for Vitek Vanecek to own the starter’s net or Mackenzie 
Blackwood to earn his share of the crease. — Shayna 
Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Who will play with Mathew Barzal? The Islanders puzzlingly 
didn’t add a single winger in the offseason, so barring any 
last-minute additions, it will be the exact same group up front 
for first-year head coach Lane Lambert. In order for the 
Islanders to get the most from their offense and return to 
contention, though, they’re going to have to get more out of 
Barzal in particular, which means finding effective linemates 
for him. He struggled to gain chemistry with anyone in 2021-
22 after Jordan Eberle’s departure to Seattle. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Can they build off last season? The Rangers went from a 
rebuild to fully contending in 2022-23, coming within two wins 
of a trip to the Final. Their mix of skilled veterans and up-
and-coming youth blended well, especially in front of Igor 
Shesterkin, who ran away with the Vezina Trophy and got 
MVP votes. With minimal changes and limited cap space, the 
Rangers will try to duplicate last season. It won’t be easy in a 
division and conference that’s gotten tougher. — Arthur 
Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Do they have a good enough top four to compete for a 
playoff spot? Pierre Dorion did a masterful job revamping the 
Senators’ roster over the past several months. He landed 
Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux. He swapped out Matt 
Murray for Cam Talbot. And he even locked up young stars 
Josh Norris and Tim Stützle to eight-year contracts. But the 
one thing the general manager didn’t address was his blue 
line. And while there is a ton of optimism flowing in the 
streets of Ottawa, it’s somewhat tempered by the question 
marks on the club’s back end. The Senators have a 
legitimate top pairing in Thomas Chabot and Artem Zub. 
After that? It’s a bit of a guessing game. Dorion didn’t 
upgrade the defense this summer, even though many fans 
were clamouring for him to land Jakob Chychrun or 
Mackenzie Weegar. Perhaps Jake Sanderson can fill the 
void internally, but that’s a lot of pressure to place on a 
rookie defenseman who dealt with numerous injuries last 
season. The Senators are vastly improved, but this club may 
only be as good as its second pair on defense. — Ian 
Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

How will they adapt to John Tortorella? The Flyers aren’t 
lacking for roster-related question marks — whether Tony 
DeAngelo can step in as the team’s top right defenseman, if 
Sean Couturier and Kevin Hayes are truly recovered from 
their injuries, which youngsters will break down the door and 
earn roster spots. But the organization’s biggest addition this 

summer wasn’t a player. It was the hiring of the demanding, 
future Hall of Fame coach, Tortorella. Tortorella hasn’t been 
shy about the fact that he plans to push the Flyers hard at 
camp, and the biggest question facing the players is how 
they’ll respond to the new normal. General manager Chuck 
Fletcher is betting that the hiring of Tortorella will lead to a 
big leap in performance from largely the same (but possibly 
healthier) roster, and camp will be the first test as to whether 
his wager is a shrewd one. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Who emerges to provide scoring balance in the bottom six? 
Hello, Jeff Carter. Here’s hoping that you’re not too, uh, 
seasoned to find a sustained scoring touch. If you aren’t, a 
solid 25-goal pace can provide a foundation for what figures 
to be a rotating cast of role players — including Kasperi 
Kapanen, who must take a stride toward consistent offensive 
production previously unseen. Carter and Kapanen clicked at 
times as linemates last season, and coach Mike Sullivan 
might start them together again in camp. If they can both 
produce, it will go a long way toward providing the Penguins 
some punch their offense might otherwise lack outside the 
two top lines. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Can they find enough offense? It’s safe to write Timo Meier’s 
name in ink on the top line and Erik Karlsson’s on the first 
defense pairing, but everything beyond that is uncertain for 
the Sharks at this point. The biggest concern is how they will 
find more offense — and specifically how they will find wings 
to play next to Logan Couture or Tomas Hertl on the second 
line. William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau are the prized 
prospects with the most upside. Kevin Labanc is coming 
back from a lost season. Noah Gregor needs to show he can 
covert more of the chances his high-end speed creates. 
Newcomers Oskar Lindblom and Luke Kunin should be in 
the mix as well. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Did they do enough this offseason to boost their offense? 
While the Kraken had strong defense in Year 1, their offense 
couldn’t outscore their goaltending issues. Training camp 
gives them a chance to get an early look at the forward 
group they’ll be deploying this season — from newcomers 
Andre Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand, who can provide a 
scoring punch, to players who missed time in 2021-22, like 
Brandon Tanev and Jaden Schwartz. And it gives the team a 
chance to evaluate their young stars, like Matty Beniers and 
Shane Wright, to see where they fit into this upcoming 
season’s plans and how impactful they could be. — Shayna 
Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Which Jordan Binnington shows up? The Blues will look a lot 
like last season, but how their familiar face in net performs 
will determine a lot in 2022-23. Will Jordan Binnington be the 
goalie with the 3.13 goals-against average and .901 save 
percentage in the 2021-22 regular season or the one with the 
1.72 GAA and .949 save percentage in the playoffs? Ville 
Husso is now in Detroit, replaced by Thomas Greiss, so the 
backup support won’t be the same if Binnington falters. — 
Jeremy Rutherford 
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Tampa Bay Lightning 

What will the top six look like? The Lightning not only have to 
replace Ondrej Palat — who signed with the Devils this 
summer — but also Anthony Cirelli. Cirelli is sidelined until 
late November or early December following shoulder 
surgery. That’s two top-six spots up for grabs. Who will snag 
them? You’ve got Nick Paul or Brandon Hagel, both of whom 
were acquired at the deadline. But perhaps this is when 
Ross Colton gets a chance for a showcase during camp. 
Vladislav Namestnikov has chemistry with Steven Stamkos 
and Nikita Kucherov, so he’s another versatile forward they 
can experiment with. — Joe Smith  

Toronto Maple Leafs 

When will Rasmus Sandin sign? It’s a big deal when a player 
like Sandin, a former first-round pick and important long-term 
piece, remains unsigned at camp (even if the Leafs possess 
the depth to move on without him). A new Sandin contract, 
whenever it comes down, will also (very likely) necessitate 
another move for cap purposes. Until Sandin signs, the Leafs 
can’t make that move. Sandin has so far resisted a deal like 
the two-year, $1.4 million cap hit contract that Timothy 
Liljegren signed earlier in the summer. He lacks much 
leverage in these negotiations, though. The Leafs have 
enough NHL-calibre defensemen to get by in the interim 
without him, but he is the organization’s shiniest long-term 
piece on the back end. That counts for something. — Jonas 
Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Will the club extend Bo Horvat? The Canucks changed head 
coaches and management last season after a dismal start to 
the season. They’ve rebuilt the entire organization and 
renovated facilities, but they’ve changed little on the ice — 
effectively doubling down on a 92-point club that hasn’t made 
the playoffs in a full 82-game season since 2015. Their 
captain, however, remains unsigned a season away from 
unrestricted free agency, and one wonders if his status might 
linger into the start of the regular season — with all of the 
potential for distraction that such a situation can create in a 
madcap hockey market like Vancouver. — Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Is Mark Stone healthy? Many will immediately point to 
Vegas’ goalie competition between Logan Thompson, 
Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill as the biggest question 
heading into training camp now that Robin Lehner is out for 
the season, but I’m going a different direction. For me, the 
most consequential question for the Golden Knights’ 2022-23 
season is: How healthy is Mark Stone’s back? The captain 
underwent back surgery this offseason after missing most of 
2021-22 with an injury that has spanned several years. The 
team isn’t sure if he’ll be ready for the start of camp but 
currently expects him to be ready for the Oct. 11 season 
opener. Monitoring his status will be one of the biggest 
focuses of the preseason in Vegas. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

How much will they miss Nicklas Backstrom, Tom Wilson 
and Carl Hagelin? The Caps figure to open the season 
minus three stalwarts due to injury: Nicklas Backstrom (hip) 
and Carl Hagelin (eye), who are out indefinitely, and Tom 
Wilson (knee), who’s slated to rejoin the team midseason. 
Backstrom makes the power play go. Wilson complements 
first-liners Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov better than 
anyone else. Hagelin is a big part of the penalty kill. All three 
are locker room leaders in their own way. Sure, GM Brian 
MacLellan made moves this offseason to compensate, 
adding to Dylan Strome, Connor Brown and Marcus 
Johansson. But the question remains: Will the newcomers fit 
and be enough? — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Can a change in attitude upgrade Winnipeg’s aptitude? 
Winnipeg is returning a virtually identical roster to the one 
that missed the playoffs last season. Instead of addressing 
the team’s glut of defensemen, upgrading the forward group, 
or making other transformative roster moves, the Jets are 
hoping the same players can put last season’s 
disappointment behind them. There is plenty of room for the 
group to play better than it did last year, but even “better than 
last year” doesn’t guarantee a playoff spot. This team’s stars 
need to prevent goals in addition to scoring them, and the 
hope is for Rick Bowness and his new staff to generate 
team-wide buy-in in a way that last season’s coaches 
couldn’t quite do. — Murat Ates
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Breaking Down Notable 2022 PTO Signings 

Let's take a look at the most notable players to sign 
professional tryout contracts and determine whether any of 
them can earn an NHL job out of training camp. 

By Mike Stephens 

Training camps are achingly close on the horizon, which 
means that teams across the league are making some last-
minute additions to their rosters in an effort to perhaps 
uncover a diamond in the rough.  

In other words: It's PTO season, baby!  

This past weekend was filled with a flurry of professional 
tryout offers extended to multiple players still on the open 
market. So, let's take a look at the most notable ones and 
determine what each team could be getting in their camp 
invitee.  

Zach Aston-Reese - Toronto Maple Leafs  
2021-22 Stat Line: 69 GP, 5 goals, 10 assists, 15 points, 
13:02 TOI 

By far the most likely member of this list to earn a contract 
for the coming season, Aston-Reese is attending Leafs camp 
with his eyes set firmly on carving out a spot for on the 
team's re-vamped fourth line.  

Frankly, it's kind of surprising that the 28-year-old could only 
muster a training camp invite at all, really. Aston-Reese is 
undoubtedly an NHL-caliber player -- a defensively-focused 
forward who drives possession despite being tasked with 
unfavorable usage and can add an element of speed and 
forechecking to his team's bottom-six that most similar units 
around the league lack.  

Will he put up much in the way of offense? No, he won't. 
Aston-Reese racked up just five goals and 15 points in 69 
games last season split between the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Anaheim Ducks, managing to earn a positive expected-
goal share, however, despite beginning nearly 70 percent of 
his shifts in the defensive zone.  

By all accounts, Toronto was not the only team to extend 
Aston-Reese a camp invite this summer. And if he can't find 
a spot on the Leafs, there's a good chance someone else will 
scoop him up.  

Jimmy Vesey - New York Rangers  
2021-22 Stat Line: 68 GP, 8 goals, 7 assists, 15 points, 
14:25 TOI 

I imagine the New York Rangers as Thanos, sitting on their 
throne and lecturing Jimmy Vesey about how his failure 
inevitably led him back to them.  

Maybe that's a little harsh. But it always seemed like Vesey 
would wind up back in the Big Apple eventually, especially 
after spending the first three seasons of his career there 
following the frenzy over his signing.  

Vesey never managed to replicate the success he had as a 
Ranger all those years ago. Since leaving New York in free 
agency back in 2019, Vesey has topped out at 11 goals in a 
single season while bouncing around between the Sabres, 
Maple Leafs, Canucks, and Devils, failing to earn regular 
NHL minutes at any stop.  

The 2021-22 season was a particularly rough one for Vesey, 
as the 29-year-old finished with just eight goals and seven 
assists for 15 points in 68 games while logging just a smidge 
above 14 minutes in average nightly ice time.  

The good news, though, is that Vesey's underlying numbers 
don't look too bad if you squint hard enough, with the 
formerly hyped collegiate product posting positive expected-
goal and scoring chance shares at even strength despite 
beginning just 37.7 percent of his shifts in the offensive 
zone.  

At this point, Vesey is a very low-event player. He doesn't 
make anyone around him better, and can't really keep up 
when placed alongside elite talent. But as a depth forward 
who can stop the ice from tilting the wrong way during his 
usage? There are far worse options out there.  

Danny DeKeyser - Vancouver Canucks  
2021-22 Stat Line: 59 GP, 0 goals, 11 assists, 11 points, 
18:30 TOI 

Oh, what could have been.  

There was a time when Danny DeKeyser was among the 
better defensive defensemen in the NHL -- a player who 
never produced much on the offensive side of things but 
made up for it by effectively neutralizing opposing top lines.  

Injuries have robbed DeKeyser of those glory days, 
unfortunately. And after being bought out by his hometown 
Red Wings following a particularly brutal 2021-22 campaign, 
the 32-year-old is hoping to extend his NHL lifespan with a 
strong performance in Canucks camp.  

There's no sugar-coating it, though. DeKeyser was brutal last 
season.  

In 59 games, DeKeyser went goalless with just 11 assists as 
his body continued to fail him, failing to drive possession in 
any conceivable form while also appearing to be a step 
behind the pace of the big-league game. At even-strength, 
DeKeyser got caved in by his opponents to the tune of 
generating just 41.67 percent of the available scoring 
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chances, and finished with a dismal 42.53 percent expected-
goal share.  

Perhaps a healthy summer and a fresh start in a new 
organization can help turn DeKeyser into an NHL defender 
once again. But even then, as he creeps into his mid-30s, it's 
a tall task to expect.  

Calvin de Haan - Carolina Hurricanes 
2021-22 Stat Line: 69 GP, 4 goals, 4 assists, 8 points, 18:57 
TOI 

Look, de Haan is far from the jack of all trades he was during 
his six-year reign as a legit top-four defender for the 
Islanders in the mid-2010s. But for a budding contender like 
the Hurricanes looking to add some extra veteran stability to 
their third pair, there are certainly worse options available.  

That de Haan has already played in Carolina, and is familiar 
with the organization, will only help his cause.  

On a bad Blackhawks roster last season, de Haan struggled 
to produce much of anything at even-strength, with 
opponents caving him in to the tune of a 45.48 percent 
expected goal share and scant 45.21 percent share of the 
available scoring chances, too.  

But, let's be real. The Blackhawks were a disaster -- both on 
and off the ice last season, with practically no one in their 
beleaguered ranks walking away with career-best numbers.  

Amidst that chaos, de Haan continued to log nearly 19 
minutes per night in roughly 70 games while demonstrating 
he could still move the puck quite well. In a better 
environment with less responsibility on his shoulders, 
perhaps de Haan returns to being the versatile depth anchor 
he's always been. And if there's any place that can coax it 
back out of him, it's Carolina.  

James Neal - Columbus Blue Jackets 
2021-22 Stat Line: 19 GP, 2 goals, 2 assists, 4 points, 11:58 
TOI 

It's been a tough ride for James Neal since helping guide the 
Vegas Golden Knights to the Stanley Cup final in their 
inaugural season.  

After leaving in free agency that summer back in 2018, Neal 
has failed to ever carve out a fit in any of the three 
organizations he's bounced around to -- a path which 
ultimately landed him in the AHL last season after 19 
uneventful games for the St. Louis Blues.  

All is not lost, however. Taking his demotion in stride, Neal 
proceeded to rack up some serious numbers down in the 
American League, finishing the year with 14 goals and 12 
assists for 26 points in 28 games with the Springfield 
Thunderbirds that was soon followed up by an impressive 
playoff run, too.  

Neal is getting up there in age, having just celebrated his 
35th birthday earlier this month. His time in the NHL is 

rapidly coming to an end, and, by all accounts, he knows it. 
But an invitation to Blue Jackets' camp is a good (perhaps 
final) opportunity to perhaps show what he has left. And even 
if it doesn't result in a big-league deal, Neal could always 
stick around in the Blue Jackets organization as an AHL 
veteran mentor for the club's young prospects.  

Eric Staal - Florida Panthers  
2021-22 Stat Line: N/A 

Eric Staal is one in a long list of free agents who thought 
their participation in the Beijing Winter Olympics last season 
would translate into an NHL contract.  

That, of course, did not happen, as the Staal-captained 
Team Canada failed to earn a medal while producing few, if 
any, noteworthy performances.  

That hasn't stopped the distinguished veteran from still 
trying, though.  

Joining his brother Marc, who actually already has a 
contract, Staal with be attending Panthers training camp in 
the hopes of earning the coveted "super depth old guy" 
roster spot occupied by Joe Thornton in 2021-22. It wouldn't 
be a massive shock if he pulled it off, either.  

In a four-game, pre-Olympic tune-up with the AHL's Iowa 
Wild in early 2022, Staal looked like a man among boys, 
turning heads with an impressive two goals and three assists 
that got the hockey world talking. He may not be an NHL 
regular anymore, as his most recent big-league stint in 
Montreal demonstrated, but as a respected leader who can 
set a good off-ice example while perhaps drawing into the 
lineup on the fourth-line whenever the injury bug strikes, 
Staal might very well be a solid add.  

Derek Stepan - Carolina Hurricanes 
2021-22 Stat Line: 58 GP, 8 goals, 10 assists, 19 points, 
10:48 TOI 

Another former Hurricane hoping to earn a second tour of 
duty with the club -- he played for them last season, in fact -- 
Stepan will be in tough to earn a spot in a forward corps filled 
with a deep collection of talent.  

It's not all hopeless for him, though. Stepan is obviously 
familiar with the Hurricanes coaching staff, systems, and 
roster while also having been a decent bottom-six forward for 
them last season by driving possession in extremely limited 
minutes.  

For a team with the championship aspirations of Carolina, 
GM Don Waddell and his staff might simply opt for the known 
commodity of Stepan over the still-raw prospect when it 
comes to filling in the margins of their roster.  

Hockey Men love things that are familiar to them. Stepan 
undoubtedly fits that bill and could turn that familiarity into 
one more kick at the can.
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Hurricanes Prospects Showcase roster: Thoughts, what you need to know 

The Carolina Hurricanes will host the Prospects Showcase 
this weekend. Here’s the Canes’ roster, and what you need 
to know.  

By Matthew Somma 

The Prospects Showcase gets underway Friday morning 
with the Carolina Hurricanes taking on the Florida Panthers 
at 10 a.m. at Invisalign Arena in Morrisville. Games are open 
to the public and free to attend, and it’s a great opportunity to 
see some top prospects for every team. This year, 
Hurricanes fans have the opportunity to see some of the 
team’s top prospects such as Noel Gunler, Vasiliy 
Ponomarev, Ronan Seeley, Ryan Suzuki and more.  

While this roster may only feature one first-round pick, it 
does feature a number of players with professional 
experience as well as players that could be making a big 
impact in the AHL this year. I wrote about all of the 
Hurricanes prospects in my system overview, so if you’re 
looking for a scouting report or background on a certain 
player, that’s going to be where you want to look.  

Forwards 

The Hurricanes are bringing a strong forward group, 
headlined by Alexander Pashin, Gunler, Ponomarev and 
Suzuki. Jamieson Rees and Tuukka Tieksola could also 
have big roles with the team, and I’m also expecting Justin 
Robidas to have another big tournament. I thought that 
Robidas was one of Carolina’s best forwards last fall when 
the prospects showcase was in Tampa due to his elite 
skating and work ethic. He has had a full season to improve, 
and so I expect him to be one of the team’s strongest 
scorers. Given the amount of depth that this roster has, it’s 
likely that this Hurricanes team will be able to match up 
against all three of their opponents. Florida and Tampa both 
have rosters that are a little depleted, but Nashville’s roster is 
chock full of strong prospects to contend with. Carolina’s 
prospects will have to figure out how to get pucks past 
Yaroslav Askarov and also find ways to shut down Luke 
Evangelista and Zachary L’Heureux.  

Carolina’s forward depth in this tournament is solid, and I feel 
that they have a good balance of skill and grit that can 
constantly wear down the opposition. The biggest question is 
going to be whether or not this lineup can create enough 
offense. Gunler, Pashin, Suzuki and Tieksola are all players 
that rely on their offensive game to make an impact, but if 
teams are able to shut those guys down, it’s going to fall on 
prospects such as Robidas, Orr, Ponomarev and Rees to 
score.  

The camp invites are Eric Cooley (under contract with 
Chicago in the AHL), Jackson Berezowski and Deni Goure. 
Out of the three, I’m the most excited to watch Berezowski. I 
watched the Everett Silvertips a lot this past season and 

Berezowski was consistently one of Everett’s best players. 
I’m still not 100% sure about his professional upside, but I do 
think that he’ll be a player to keep an eye on in a depth role 
this weekend. 

Defensemen 

Carolina’s defense for this tournament got a tremendous 
boost when Anttoni Honka signed his entry-level contract 
with the Hurricanes. Now, the team has Honka and Seeley to 
quarterback their power play units and Bryce Montgomery 
and Griffin Mendel to provide some solid shutdown defense. 
The biggest factor here will be whether or not Honka can 
make plays from the back end, and whether or not Seeley is 
able to match up against more physical competition. I’m 
excited to see how both players handle the pressure. I’ve 
liked what I’ve seen from Montgomery in preseason with 
London, but preseason games are a far cry from the regular 
season in the OHL. I’m curious to see if he has made some 
improvements, as I was unable to attend development camp. 
Mendel also intrigues me a bit. He’s definitely more of a 
shutdown defenseman but during his time with Chicago, he 
showed signs of strong foot speed and the ability to join the 
rush. I’m interested to see if Mendel can use his performance 
in the showcase to earn an invite to Hurricanes camp.  

Aside from these four players, the rest of the defensemen 
are camp invites. There will be two roster spots open during 
each game, and it’s likely that we see Grigori Dronov play in 
a lot of these games. He is a prospect that could be an 
impact player in the AHL this season if he signs, so that’s a 
player to keep an eye on. The Hurricanes also invited Charlie 
Desroches, Joe Arntsen and Sam McGinley to camp, so I 
would imagine that we see a rotation of those defensemen 
throughout the three games.  

Goaltenders 

Carolina’s goaltending situation consists of Patrik Hamrla, 
Jakub Vondras and Dylan Ernst, a camp invitee. Hamrla 
looked great at times this past season and I’m excited to see 
him play again, as I was really impressed with him when I 
watched him last fall and throughout this season. I wasn’t 
familiar with Vondras until I watched a handful of his games, 
and I can see why the team drafted him. He’s incredibly 
smart and athletic, utilizing a quick mind and quick athletic 
ability to keep pucks out. There’s still a ways to go in terms 
of his development, but early signs are promising. Ernst is 
also a player that I’d like to see at least once during the 
showcase. He had some strong games when I watched him 
this past year and I would like to see him get at least half a 
game, if not a whole game. I doubt that he earns a contract 
from the prospects showcase, but he could establish himself 
as a legitimate draft candidate when he re-enters the draft 
next summer.  
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All in all, it’s a strong roster for the Hurricanes and I’m 
excited to cover these games. I’ll be attending each 
Hurricanes game in person and likely getting thoughts, 
interviews, and more throughout the tournament. Look out 

for a recap to come out sometime on Tuesday after the 
prospects showcase wraps up, as well as some prospect 
storylines to keep an eye on as we get ready for NHL training 
camp.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3588016/2022/09/13/nhl-training-camp-biggest-questions/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/breaking-down-notable-2022-pto-signings 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/12/23348822/hurricanes-prospects-showcase-roster-thoughts-what-you-need-to-know 
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‘Where I want to be’: Canes captain doesn’t want this season to be his 
last with Carolina 

 

Chip Alexander7-9 minutes 9/12/2022 

 

Jordan Staal raised his stick over his head with both hands, standing at 
center ice, triumphant. 

Call it the first Storm Surge of the new season, if only a solo celebration. 
Or, perhaps, just a frivolous moment during an informal skate. 

The Carolina Hurricanes captain joined several players Friday for a 
voluntary workout at Invisalign Arena, competing in a four-on-four mini-
scrimmage. Staal’s red squad won, thus the brief mock celebration. 

“Big game and a big win for us,” Staal quipped. “A good start.” 

Staal, who turned 34 on Saturday, finds it a bit hard to believe that he’s 
about to start his 11th season with the Hurricanes and in the final year of 
his contract. The memory of his trade to Carolina from Pittsburgh in June 
2012, slipping on a red Canes jersey for the first time and signing a 
lengthy extension still seems fresh at times, even after a decade. 

“It’s crazy, right?’ he said Friday. “So many good things have happened 
and just being a part of this community and this city, it has been a 
blessing for me and my family. It’s where I want to be.” 

Staal raised eyebrows after the Canes’ second-round Stanley Cup 
playoff loss to the New York Rangers. During his exit interview with the 
media, he said, “I’m going to ride out this contract. Eleven years is a long 
time here and it has been special. I’m going to ride it out next year and 
hopefully end it with a bang and go from there.” 

Staal clarified that Friday, saying he did not plan on the 2022-23 season 
being his last with the Hurricanes, or in the NHL. Not that kind of end. 

“I’m excited about staying here,” Staal said. “Whether we get a deal done 
now or later or whatnot, I think my home is here and it’s where I want to 
be.” 

It’s safe to say Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour will want him to stay. The 
big center remains one of league’s best defensive forwards and has 
handled the responsibility of wearing the “C” as captain very well. 

“He’s led the way for a while now. It all starts with him,” Brind’Amour said 
last season 

Among the skaters on the ice Friday with Staal were Sebastian Aho, 
Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Jordan Martinook, Jesper Fast and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. There also were some who will play for the Canes in the 
2022 NHL Prospects Showcase that Carolina is hosting. 

The Hurricanes’ preseason camp starts soon after the prospects 
tournament, the team taking on a different look after a 2021-22 season 
that Staal and everyone associated with the organization believe ended 
too soon. 

One of Staal’s linemates from last season, winger Nino Niederreiter, is 
gone. Also leaving were center Vincent Trocheck and defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo. 

“You never really know what to expect,” Staal said. “Every summer there 
are changes. You hope to keep the same team, but business is business 
and the cap is the cap.” 

Staal smiled, adding, “And I’m no longer the oldest player on the team.” 

The Canes traded for defenseman Brent Burns, 37 — “He’s a beast,” 
Staal said — and signed free-agent forward Paul Stastny, who is 36. 
They also traded for Max Pacioretty, although the veteran forward could 
be out until February after an Achilles injury that required surgery. 

“We brought in some players who we hope can really push the team 
forward,” Staal said. 
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It should make for a highly competitive training camp. The Canes have 
signed forward Derek Stepan to a player tryout contract, and on Friday 
signed defenseman Calvin de Haan to a PTO. 

Staal said he spent much of the summer in Thunder Bay, Ontario, his 
childhood home. One highlight of the offseason was joining his brothers 
for a golf round at Pebble Beach, a gift Jordan received as part of his 
1,000th career game ceremony in 2021. Staal said he birdied the 
seventh hole — the picturesque par-3 — and shot 81. 

Staal is hoping there would be three Staals in the league this year. 
Defenseman Marc Staal is with the Florida Panthers. The oldest Staal 
brother, Eric, has a PTO with the Panthers. The former Canes captain is 
trying to play his way to a new contract at 37 after a successful stint as 
captain of Team Canada at the Olympics last winter. 

“He’s got to show he’s got his stuff and he can play,” Jordan Staal said. 
“I’m biased, but I believe he can do it.” 

Watching the end of the 2022 playoffs after the Game 7 loss to the 
Rangers was difficult, Staal said. The Canes lost all six road games in 
the two playoff rounds after a regular season in which they were 25-12-4 
on the road in winning the Metropolitan Division with 116 points. 

That stung. This season, Staal would like to raise the Stanley Cup, as he 
first did with the Pens in 2009 — with both hands, triumphant. 

“You want to get in the playoffs and you want to have a chance,” Staal 
said. “Things have got to click and you need to get a little puck luck and 
all those things. We’re going to keep pushing and pushing to get farther 
and farther.” 

News Observer LOADED: 09.13.2022 
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NHL prospects I was wrong about: Scott Wheeler on Ridly Greig, Gabe 
Vilardi, and more 

 

Scott Wheeler17-21 minutes 12/09/2022 

 

Welcome back, reader, to everyone’s favourite smackdown article (all of 
the theatrics of pro wrestling, with the same loser every year!). 

I’ve written a lot about the importance — and value — of transparency in 
the kind of work I do here at The Athletic and this annual piece is an 
important part of honouring some simple truths. If you’re going to 
subscribe to read our coverage, you need to trust that it distinguishes 
itself with its research, insight, and information, but also with its 
candidness and openness. The goal of the work is that it gives you those 
first three things. But the hope is that it also lends to the last two. This is 
more the latter than the former. 

Since joining The Athletic in 2017, I’ve sought to regularly review my 
work, highlight my bias, underline my mistakes, and adjust my approach 
to player evaluation accordingly. There’s my guide to scouting, updated 
annually, which explains in detail how I do my job, from my process to 
how I watch a game or the things I look for in players. Each year, I also 
review my final draft ranking of three years earlier to look at what I got 
right and wrong, measure my track record, and hold myself accountable 
(read my 2019 re-draft and ranking review here). 

And here, I look back at prospects I got wrong. If you’ve read the 
aforementioned annual reviews of my old rankings, some of this will be 
repetitive. The goal remains the same, though, and it’s to learn from the 
prospects I have either been much too high on or much too low on over 
the years in order to make sense of what I missed or over/under-
emphasized. 

And after nine years of doing this work, there’s a long list to choose from. 
Here are eight more of them. Just try not to enjoy it too much at my 
expense! 

C Nick Merkley (Arizona Coyotes — No. 30, 2015) 

My final draft ranking: No. 17 

In his Kelowna days, Merkley impressed a lot of scouts with his 
hardworking, playmaking blend. He was physical. He was feisty. He 
played decisively with the puck between battles. He was a player who 
caught your eye and was consistent shift-to-shift and game-to-game in 
both approach and impact. 

I believed he had the makings of a good middle-six centre who would 
stay in the fight, elevate his linemates at five-on-five, and potentially even 
factor in on both special teams units. The statistical profile checked out 
too. In his rookie season as a 16-year-old, he led all under-17 players in 
scoring with 25 goals and 58 points in 66 games and elevated even 
further in the playoffs, adding another 17 points in 14 games. 

Those combined totals of 75 points in 80 games (0.94 points per game) 
bested Mat Barzal’s 60 in 68 (0.88 points per game) to earn him the 
league’s Rookie of the Year award. The following season, in his draft 
year, he won a gold medal as an assistant captain for Canada at the 
Hlinka Cup, produced 122 points in 104 games with Kelowna, won a 
WHL championship as his team’s leading scorer in the regular season 
(90 points in 72 games, including 70 assists) and second-leading scorer 
in the playoffs (27 points in 19 games, one shy of Leon Draisaitl’s 28 
points in 19 games), was named a WHL Second All-Star, and was 
named to the Memorial Cup All-Star team (five points in five games). 

Despite two sterling years and an eminently likable game, there were 
signs, though, of some potential limitations that I should have picked up 
on. He was 5-foot-10 and though he was physically strong, he never 
played with a ton of speed and pace. That size isn’t an issue for me, to 
this day, in whether or not a player can play up levels at centre. But it can 
become a bit of one when they also lack pace. He also wasn’t a natural 
scorer. At the junior level, he was around the net a lot because of his 
effort level and determination. But once NHL teams moved him to the 
wing, his playmaking was offset by an inability to get to the net and score 
enough to go from injury call-up to NHL regular. 

At the time, though, I thought if those limitations weren’t able to develop, 
that they would more likely land him as a bottom-six player rather than a 
middle-six projection. I didn’t project him as a guy who would bounce 
between the AHL and NHL for four different teams, playing NHL games 
for the Coyotes (as a 20-year-old rookie at the pro level!), Devils and 
Sharks before leaving North America for the KHL at 25. In the context of 
how great the 2015 draft class has become (an all-timer, really), ranking 
him in the teens looks unjustifiable now. 

LW Tyler Benson (Edmonton Oilers — No. 32, 2016) 

My final draft ranking: No. 22 

What I got wrong about Benson actually sounds a lot like what I got 
wrong about Merkley. He was a hardworking, average-sized or slightly 
below-average-sized WHL playmaker with pedigree who lacked pace, 
had been a name coming up (Benson was a No. 1 pick into the WHL and 
Merkley was a No. 9 pick). He was drafted in the early 30s when I ranked 
him closer to the middle of the first round. He had performed at 16 and 
17, but plateaued when the goal scoring never caught up to the 
facilitating and the facilitating was never so dynamic as to carry him to 
surefire NHLer status. Merkley was maybe a little scrappier than Benson, 
and Benson was viewed as more of a leader type (he was a rare captain 
in his draft year), but they were not all that dissimilar otherwise. Benson 
was also an AHL Rookie of the Year and that, combined with his well-
liked nature, has allowed him to stick with the Oilers organization in ways 
that Merkley never managed to with his various clubs. 

This year will be a pivotal one for Benson, though. After playing more 
NHL games than AHL ones last year, he’s on a one-year, league-
minimum “prove-it” contract and it’s time for him to show that he can stick 
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for a full season and become a complementary piece of the puzzle as a 
detail-oriented depth playmaker. And while I still think that’s a possible 
outcome for him, that’s not what you’re hoping for when you rank a 
player No. 22 — especially when there are equal odds that maybe he’s 
just a tweener. I like to think I’ve learned my lesson since and have 
begun to better-rank the Merkley/Benson types. 

LW Kieffer Bellows (New York Islanders — No. 19, 2016) 

My final draft ranking: No. 14 

This is a weird one for me, because I’ve long argued that one of the great 
pitfalls of scouting is ranking and drafting single-skill standouts too highly. 
You haven’t traditionally found me getting carried away by the hard-
shooting (the Owen Tippetts of the world) or the fast-skating forwards 
(the McLeod brothers, Foudy brothers, and Zach Senyshyn, among 
others, all ranked lower on my lists than where they were taken). 

You need to be able to do a plethora of other things well to get the most 
out of your ability to shoot it (it’s much easier at lower levels to get to 
mask limitations, get to scoring spots, and cleanly beat goalies with the 
weight of your shot) or skate (how many speedsters spend their careers 
skating into trouble, getting ahead of their linemates, and finishing 
sequences in the offensive-zone corner with no options? Heck, even the 
successful ones like Kasperi Kapanen are still trying to figure it out). 

So I truly don’t know how I settled higher on Bellows — a kid who could 
always really sling it but had obvious room for improvement as a skater 
and problem-solver — than where he was picked. He’s an NHLer now, 
but he’ll never live up to where I had him slotted. That became clear to 
me immediately after he was picked when he began at BU. It should 
have been clearer to me when he was taking passes from Clayton Keller 
at the national program. 

C Gabe Vilardi (Los Angeles Kings — No. 11, 2017) 

My final draft ranking: No. 3 

If you’ve followed my work closely over the years, you’ll know that Vilardi 
was, both before and after the 2017 draft, one of my favourites. If you 
want to delve into the nitty-gritty of exactly what I saw in him, you can 
check out my full video breakdown of his game as part of “The Gifted,” 
my annual series of deep dives on fascinating and unique prospects. The 
long and short of it, though, is that in both he and Stars forward Jason 
Robertson, I saw two players who, despite not playing the power games 
that people expect out of forwards with their makeup, and despite having 
footspeed issues, were so smart, and so spatially-aware on the ice that I 
was sure they were going to make it and bust the archetypes of what 
people wished they’d be. This would enable them to find their own niche 
of operating on the ice differently. In Robertson, who scored 41 goals for 
the Stars last season, I was obviously onto something. But in Vilardi, it 
just hasn’t come together for him. 

Some of that is circumstantial, brought on by the chronic back issues 
which cost him nearly two years of his development post draft. Some of 
it, I think, has been about a lack of opportunity (even after early success 
in his NHL stints) in a role that suits him, and I suspect coaches who’ve 
tried to change the way he plays. 

But some of it, too, I’ve come to realize was just me getting carried away 
on a projection of a player whose game I had a soft spot for. You’ve got 
to be pretty sure a kid’s going to become a star to rank them third in any 
draft class, even one that looked a little thin at the top (like 2017 did at 
the time). And while I think Vilardi may have become the impactful top-six 
centre I’d pegged him as back then had he not run into the injury trouble 
that he did, his lack of pace should have kept him lower on my list. 

LW/RW Eeli Tolvanen (Nashville Predators — No. 30, 2017) 

My final draft ranking: No. 10 

At the 2017 draft, when Tolvanen fell to the Preds at the end of the first 
round, the reason why had more to do with uncertainty about what came 
next for him than a lack of belief among scouts in the player and his 
game. His pedigree was among the most impressive in the class. A full 

year before his draft year, he’d led both the U17 and U18 worlds in goals 
and won the USHL’s Rookie of the Year award. In his draft year, he was 
a point-per-game player at the world juniors as an underager, was 
named to the USHL’s first All-Star team, and finished as NHL Central 
Scouting’s No. 8-ranked skater in North America, ahead of names like 
Cale Makar and Nick Suzuki. But in the lead-up to the draft, it came out 
that Boston College’s admissions office had rejected him on the basis of 
his grades, leaving him with nowhere to play. 

So while my ranking at the time was still on the higher side compared to 
most in the public and private spheres, he was viewed pre-losing out on 
BC as a greater talent than where he was eventually picked. In his post-
draft season, that belief looked well-founded when he put together one of 
the best teenaged seasons in the history of the KHL, scoring 25 goals 
and 43 points in 60 games for Jokerit, excelling in a second world juniors 
(where he was named one of Finland’s top three players), and even 
scoring nine points in five games to make the All-Star team at the 
Olympics. In the years after, though, he struggled to find another gear 
when he came to North America, settling in as a top-six AHL scorer and 
now a complementary scoring winger for the last two seasons with the 
Preds. 

And the more I watch him now, the more I realize that some of the 
challenges he has faced at the NHL level (of getting quality looks, of 
playing with the pace needed to climb from a depth role to a top-six one 
that better suits him, of being a sub-average defensive player) were 
predictable. At the NHL level, though, I expect him to take a step and 
become a 20-goal scorer this year. He’s never going to be the go-to 
scorer and PP1 threat that I expected him to have a real shot (pun 
intended) at becoming. 

C Joe Veleno (Detroit Red Wings — No. 30, 2018) 

My final draft ranking: No. 13 

Ahead of the 2018 draft, you could often find me arguing that Veleno had 
been doomed by his exceptional status, that the talent around him to that 
point in Saint John was never going to allow his numbers to pop, and that 
he was closer to the player who’d produced 21 goals and 59 points in 43 
games after the trade to Drummondville than the one who’d posted a still-
respectable 31 in 31 to start the year in Saint John. 

I loved his skating. I loved the way he pushed pace and played through 
the middle. I loved his commitment to the defensive zone and the detail 
that was layered throughout his game. And while I wrote that he didn’t 
have first-line upside, I felt he had a real good chance to become a 
second-line centre. But there was also always a chance that his softer 
skills never got the level they’d need to get to for him to reach a top-six 
ceiling, and his bottom-six reality today was always a legitimate outcome. 

So where he’s landed isn’t one of the surprises of this list to me. I should 
have adjusted his ranking accordingly, given the likelihood that his skills 
inside the offensive zone didn’t take off. He was also a January 2000, 
which placed him on the older side of the draft, so maybe I should have 
been more cognizant of the fact that he was closer to what he’d been in 
his time in Saint John rather than being poised for a breakout after what 
he’d shown in Drummondville. I also think I overemphasized his two-way 
game. While his work rate is still a part of his game, I’m not sure he’s 
actually a plus-level player defensively per se. 

C Alex Turcotte (Los Angeles Kings — No. 5, 2019) 

My final draft ranking: No. 3 

I knew, for a couple of reasons, that I was taking a risk on Turcotte in 
2019 when I moved him from No. 8 on my midseason list to No. 3 on my 
final one. For starters, he’d missed much of the season due to both injury 
and illness. 

Because of how talented that 2001 U.S. NTDP age group was, there was 
also a real chance that one or two of the kids were a bit of a mirage. 
Between Jack Hughes, Cole Caufield, Matt Boldy, Trevor Zegras and 
Turcotte, there was just so much talent there, and they were all propping 
each other up. 
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The question was who was benefitting the most, and by how much? And 
while it’s easy today to look back in hindsight and say that Turcotte was 
the real benefactor given that all four of those other kids have lived up to 
the hype, there’s also no denying that he was very much a driver on that 
team. Though the sample was smaller, on a points-per-game basis his 
62 in 37 (1.68) was better than Caufield (1.56), Zegras (1.45) and Boldy 
(1.27). And he did it while playing a fast, hardworking, high-engine, 
playmaking style that made him more of a factor in all three zones than 
those three players (though Boldy was certainly a factor defensively, too). 
And while the continued injury/illness bug since has been a factor in him 
not meeting the ceiling I — and I’m sure the Kings — had for him, there 
were similar warning signs in his game to those in Merkley and Benson’s. 
He just hasn’t been able to score enough up levels to make the most of 
his other tools. He also, I think, after battling a knee injury in his freshman 
year at Wisconsin, left college too early. 

C Ridly Greig (Ottawa Senators — No. 28, 2020) 

My final drafting ranking: No. 64 

This is excerpted from my 2020 draft board’s scouting report on Greig: 

“Greig is a player I’ve always been a little lower on than most (he likely 
gets picked in the 20s or 30s) so I spent some time making sure I got him 
right this summer and while those viewings helped him slide up my list a 
few slots, I still have some reservations … Many scouts have fallen in 
love with his fiery, tenacious style. Greig never looks like he’s 
disengaged and keeps his feet moving to play a physical style (though 
that fiery nature can sometimes get him into trouble). I like his skill 
enough. He can play in traffic without looking panicked or rushed. He’s 
got a decent wrist shot, even if I wouldn’t say he’s a natural scorer. And 
he’ll surprise defenders every so often with a deft pass. But he hasn’t 
consistently shown me the dynamism I typically expect out of a first-
round talent. I’ll concede that Greig is a late birthday player who never 
lacks effort and should get the most out of himself, though, which could 
help him climb further up my board in 2020-21.” 

From a stylistic point of view, I think that evaluation holds up really well 
today. That gets him, where he was likely to be picked, and the potential 
for him to climb my rankings right. But there’s no question he has 
progressed almost exactly how you would have hoped since. There’s no 
question, either, about which range he’d go in a do-over (the answer is 
where the Sens picked him and not where I had him slotted). 

His individual skills probably get a grade point higher than where I had 
them too (the tools I thought were Bs look like B-pluses, the tools I 
thought were B-pluses look closer to A-minuses, etc.). At the time, I 
would have been debating between Noel Gunler, Jan Mysak, Mavrik 
Bourque and Emil Andrae where the Sens took Greig. Today, I’d only 
confidently pick Bourque in front of him (though Andrae, like Greig, has 
followed a really nice progression). 

And while I still don’t love the idea of drafting a projected third-line centre 
in the first round, he might become a good enough one (with the ability to 
play both special teams and be a heart-and-soul guy) that the Sens finish 
really happy with that selection. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Naming Suzuki captain emblematic of Canadiens' new 
management style 

 

EricEngelsSeptember 12, 2022, 2:30 PM 

 

This shouldn’t come as a surprise, especially not from a team that hired a 
former general manager to serve as a first-time executive vice-president 

of hockey operations, a former player agent to be a first-time general 
manager and a bantam coach to graduate to the NHL’s biggest pulpit. 

The Montreal Canadiens have a new way of doing things, and making 
Nick Suzuki the youngest captain in team history is perfectly in line with 
that. 

He’s 23 years old, just a couple hundred games into a promising NHL 
career and entering Year 1 of an eight-year, $63-million contract, and 
neither Jeff Gorton nor Kent Hughes nor Martin St. Louis felt this extra 
weight would be too much for him to bear. 

Consider this a massive departure from the old way of doing things. 

“It’s certain their management style is completely different,” Canadiens 
owner Geoff Molson said to reporters at the team’s annual golf 
tournament just moments after St. Louis announced Suzuki would be 
flanked by Joel Edmundson and Brendan Gallagher in his new role. 

The statement rings true. 

Gorton, upon being hired to head up operations in November, said the 
Canadiens would operate outside the box. Hughes has embraced the 
unconventional since taking over as general manager in January. And St. 
Louis, in a very short period as head coach of the Canadiens, has taken 
an extremely modern approach to running the bench. 

Together, they made this all-important decision, approaching Suzuki at 
the NHL Draft in July and letting him take the time to contemplate all the 
ramifications before ultimately accepting prior to Monday’s golf 
tournament. They have no reservations about it. 

Neither does Molson. 

“For me, I’ve known him for a few years now, and he’s poised, he’s a 
gentleman, he’s loved by his teammates, he’s loved by his coaches, and 
just that is a statement in itself,” he said. “He’s young, but I think he’s 
very mature for his young age, and I have no doubt that he’s ready to be 
captain of the Montreal Canadiens.” 

Suzuki’s teammates believe in him, too. 

“Obviously, it’s a great honour for Nick,” said goaltender Jake Allen. “I’m 
very, very happy for him. He’s very deserving. I think, probably, if you 
would’ve polled most guys in the locker room, we probably would’ve 
imagined that he would’ve been the captain of this team, so I don’t think 
it’s a huge surprise to a lot of us. He’s very well respected in the locker 
room. He has a great demeanor to be captain, especially in an 
organization of this ilk, so really happy for him. He’s got such a bright 
future, and he’s going to lead this team to a good place.” 

It’s hard to imagine the previous administration would’ve appointed 
Suzuki at this stage of his career. 

We can’t say for sure, but given that they didn’t even want to name a 
captain a year ago—when Shea Weber could no longer serve in the role 
and they had a number of experienced leaders to chose from (including 
Edmundson and Gallagher)—it’s a stretch to think they’d entrust such a 
young player to carry such heavy responsibilities. 

This was Maurice Richard’s role, Jean Beliveau’s role, Henri Richard’s 
role, Yvan Cournoyer’s role, Serge Savard’s role, and Bob Gainey’s role. 
All of them were deep into Hall-of-Fame careers and totally versed in the 
rich history and time-honoured traditions of the Canadiens before 
assuming it. They were nominated by their teammates—most of them 
unanimously because their experience and character made them the 
most obvious choices. 

It was imaginable Suzuki would eventually follow in their footsteps, but 
not a given it would happen so soon. 

It’s a bold decision. One of many the owner and his new management 
group have made over the past several months. 

“We’ve brought in a lot of new people, we’ve built our departments—
analytics, scouting, player development and much more,” said Molson, 
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outlining the depths of the rebuild the Canadiens have embarked on as 
an organization. 

Making Suzuki captain is an extension of this changing of the guard. 

“It’s an honour for me to become captain of the Montreal Canadiens,” the 
London, Ont., native said in French. “It’s a true honour for me, and a 
privilege. This team is headed in a great direction, and I couldn’t be more 
excited to be the captain and represent the team. 

“It means a lot. Just to see the respect that the management, teammates, 
coaches have for me—I know it’s a big role, but I think I’m ready for it, 
and there’s a bright future here and I’m excited to be a part of it.” 

If Molson, Gorton, Hughes and St. Louis felt confident Suzuki could 
handle it, it had much to do with his composure, his maturity, his 
intensity, his competitiveness and, yes, that respect that he has garnered 
since arriving with the Canadiens via trade with the Vegas Golden 
Knights in 2018. 

The kid has accumulated 49 goals and 143 points in 209 regular season 
games and been even more productive in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

He’s done it all at even keel, always rising to the occasion when the 
occasion calls for it, and Hughes said it became evident, in speaking to 
Suzuki’s teammates throughout last season, that he was the man for this 
job. 

“He’s very mature,” affirmed Gallagher. “He’s a young player, but he’s 
very mature. And I think the most important thing is he has the respect of 
every single guy in that locker room and he’s the heartbeat of our team.” 

That Suzuki has already experienced so much—such dramatic twists and 
turns in such a short period of time in Montreal—and that he’s had such 
exemplary leaders (like Weber) to learn from will only help him. 

“I think we’ve been through a lot my first three years—going to the 
Stanley Cup Final and finishing in last place,” he said. “There’s been a lot 
of highs and lows and a lot of learning experiences, and I think I’ve 
gotten to handle each situation really well and just lead by example. I 
think this is a privilege to have that pressure on you, and we want to win 
hockey games, and that’s the biggest reason that we’re here.” 

It will take time for this group, which is young and probably two years 
away from entering its competitive window. There will be hard knocks, 
tough losses and suffocating pressure to deal with along the way. 

But the Canadiens are betting Suzuki can handle all of that and thrive—
even at this early stage of his development—and that’s perfectly 
emblematic of how they think and operate. 

It’s different. Refreshingly so. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Uncertainty over Horvat contract looms despite interest to 
stay with Canucks 

 

Iain MacIntyre September 12, 2022, 7:47 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — If you wagered at the end of last season that J.T. Miller 
would have a new contract and Bo Horvat wouldn’t when the Vancouver 
Canucks re-assembled in September, you’d have enough money to pay 
for the luggage your airline lost over the summer. 

But there was Horvat, the career Canuck and team captain coming off a 
31-goal season, trying to explain Monday why he doesn’t have a contract 
10 days after management signed Miller to a seven-year, $56-million-US 
extension. 

Miller’s contract had felt like a longshot – not because of his play or 
importance, but due to age and salary-cap pressure. Two years younger, 
at age 27, and with 572 games for the Canucks, Horvat was supposed to 
be the sure thing. 

With training camp opening next week, the surest thing about Horvat is 
that his status beyond this final season on his current contract is going to 
be a massive talking point in Vancouver until it is resolved. 

“I want to be a Vancouver Canuck,” Horvat, the good captain, reiterated 
Monday after his first pre-camp skate back with teammates. “I want to 
stay here and I love our group. My wife and I love the city. If I wanted to 
play for one team for my whole career, it would be the Vancouver 
Canucks. Obviously, it's a long process and we'll see where it goes. 

“I can't let that kind of stuff bother me. I can't always have it hanging over 
my head. For me, I have to put my head down and be the best leader I 
can. I'm a Vancouver Canuck right now. I'm going to be a Vancouver 
Canuck for this full year, and. . . I'm going to try to do whatever I can to 
help this team win. And that's what my main focus is right now.” 

Regardless his head is down or angled skyward, uncertainty will be 
hanging over Horvat, who is finishing a six-year contract that has 
averaged $5.5 million per season. That contract was signed five years 
ago on the opening day of the Canucks’ prospects tournament in 
Penticton, B.C. 

That event involving the Edmonton Oilers, Winnipeg Jets and Calgary 
Flames, resuscitated after a pandemic break, starts Friday in the South 
Okanagan. 

There was regime change in Vancouver last season but the new general 
manager, Patrik Allvin, wants to re-sign Horvat, although he expressed 
neither optimism nor pessimism about that happening soon when 
questioned last week after the Miller signing. 

Allvin did, however, identify Horvat among five “core” players he named 
and said the team’s depth at centre, with Miller, Horvat and Elias 
Pettersson, is one of its greatest strengths – a backbone to build on. 

Over the last five seasons, Horvat leads the Canucks with 121 goals, 
including 49 on the power play, and has averaged 0.73 points-per-game 
despite drawing the heaviest defensive assignments under former head 
coach Travis Green and his successor, Bruce Boudreau. 

Horvat has also won 54.9 percent of his face-offs and his 7,525 draws 
over the last five years is third in the National Hockey League. Only Ryan 
O’Reilly and Anze Kopitar have taken more face-offs. 

Horvat should be less expensive to sign than Miller, who is 12th in NHL 
scoring since former GM Jim Benning acquired him three years ago, but 
could command a maximum eight-year term. 

Signing Miller should not make it harder to sign Horvat. The Canucks 
have money for both players, and have always wanted to re-sign both. 

They also need both. As we’ve said before, Miller may be the emotional 
heart of the Canucks, but Horvat remains their conscience. 

The inflation in Horvat’s next contract – let’s say a $7-million AVV instead 
of $5.5 million – should be easily absorbed by a franchise that wants to 
keep its best players and believes that its window to win is just opening. 

“I think the guys that we added, (Ilya) Mikheyev and (Andrei) Kuzmenko, 
these guys have high-end skill and speed and I like that we've added that 
speed up front,” Horvat said. “And, obviously, bringing Millsy back is 
huge. He's a big part of our group, offensively and defensively. . . and a 
great guy to have around the room. Millsy and I have a really good 
relationship and are great friends off the ice, so to have him here locked 
in is huge for us.” 

Horvat said he is “100 per cent” recovered from the broken tibia he 
suffered in April, halting his season at 70 games and 52 points. He said 
his summer training was largely unchanged, even if his life was quite 
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different after the spring arrival of baby Tulsa, a little sister for two-year-
old Gunnar. 

“Busy, real busy,” Horvat smiled. “It changes things. I thought one (child) 
was a lot and two is a whole different animal. Luckily, she's an angel. Her 
brother beats her up and she just keeps smiling. He's definitely a little 
jealous right now, but they've been great.” 

He hopes they’ll grow old enough to see him play for the Canucks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid, Oilers hungry for success after last season's 
third-round sweep 

 

Mark Spector 

September 12, 2022, 6:48 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Connor McDavid arrived in Edmonton clean-shaven with 
a tidy new haircut. The hockey hair, the red beard, that was last year. 
And last year is ancient history around here.  

If there is an analogy to be made, it would be found somewhere in the 
early theme that has arisen here at the Captain’s Skates, where pretty 
much every player of consequence has returned to Edmonton early, a 
positive sign of the engagement level this fall.  

The hair is short, and so are the memories.  

“I mean, we really only won one more game (last spring) than we did in 
2017,” the Oilers captain said, referencing the team's eight playoff wins in 
‘22 and seven in ’17. “It feels like we were closer last year than the 
previous years, but it’s just one more win. So we've got a long ways to 
go.”  

What does it take to improve on a berth in the Western Conference 
Final?  

“It takes everybody and it takes all season long.”  

It was just five short seasons ago when the Oilers came to camp after 
having taken the Anaheim Ducks to seven games in Round 2. They very 
well could have won that series, if not for a horrible last four minutes of 
Game 5 and some snaky officiating along the way.  

But either way, the assumption was that the Oilers were going to kill it in 
2017-18. The curse was over, baby, and this team was for real.  

Then the season started, and Edmonton won one of its first five games, 
two of its first 11, and by American Thanksgiving the Oilers had a record 
of 8-12-2. They were cooked like John Madden’s Tur-duck-en, a tidy 
lesson in thinking a seat at the playoff table was guaranteed based off 
something you did 12 months before.  

“We’ve done this in 2017, and the next year we missed the playoffs, 
right?” Leon Draisaitl reminded everyone last week. “So we know how 
hard it is to get back there. We know what it’s like and how much work 
you have to put in over 82 games to even get a chance. So we’re starting 
from Game 1, we're trying to build our game, and get better from there 
on.”  

What you are hearing is the difference between the 20- or 21-year-old 
leadership this team had back in 2017, and the mid- to late-20s group 
that runs this dressing room today.  

If you'd have told 20-year-old Connor McDavid that he still wouldn’t have 
an Olympic or senior Team Canada appearance under his belt five years 
down the road, he’d have thought you an imbecile — even if he’d never 

have said it. If you’d have told him his team would miss the playoffs in ’18 
and ’19, then fail to win a round in ’20 or ’21, he may have laughed out 
loud.  

But a lack of team success has a way of focussing a player of McDavid’s 
import. So he has come to Edmonton this fall with a mind to start his 
team down a path that will end differently than last year’s sweep in the 
Western Conference Final. And today, his supporting cast isn’t a bunch 
of young-20’s studs.  

They are Draisaitl, 26, Darnell Nurse, 27, Zach Hyman, 30, Evander 
Kane, 31. Cody Ceci is 28, while Tyson Barrie is 31. Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins is 29, and will likely pass the 750-game plateau this season.  

“It’s the shortest summer I’ve had so far, which is obviously a good thing. 
The buzz around the room is excitement and eager to get going again,” 
he admitted.  

So when do things begin to get serious?  

“It starts right away,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “The attitude for everybody 
has been, we’re working right from the get go here. The skates have 
been good, the workouts have been good and … Connor kind of leads 
away in that regard.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / One thing to remember about each NHL team heading into 
2022-23 training camps 

 

Rory Boylen September 12, 2022, 10:26 AM 

 

Just two and a half months ago, the Colorado Avalanche were lifting the 
Stanley Cup, triumphant over the back-to-back champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning in a thrilling final. 

We'll forgive you if you spent the warm months outside touching grass, 
and are just beginning to return to a hockey mindset. We're just 
beginning to ramp up again, after all. This week will bring the opening of 
rookie camps, with full training camps looming next week. 

So with hockey set to return, we're sharing one thing to remember about 
each team to refresh your memory. 

Anaheim Ducks: The Ryan Getzlaf era is over 

For the first time in 17 years the Ducks won't have Getzlaf on the team. 
It's a definitive mark of a new era in Anaheim, which will be led by EA 
Sports cover star Trevor Zegras. Can he build on a 61-point season, and 
wow us with even more creativity and ingenuity? Getzlaf's replacement 
on the depth chart is Ryan Strome, coming off a 54-point season of his 
own with the Rangers. Those could be the top two centres on the team, 
but pay attention to what rookie Mason McTavish does in pre-season. 

Arizona Coyotes: A most interesting rink arrangement awaits 

It ain't going to be a pretty season in the desert. In fact, the best outcome 
may be for them to bottom out, end up with the first-overall pick, and draft 
sensational Connor Bedard. The on-ice product may not be the most 
exciting this season, but the rink they're going to be playing in will cause 
some buzz — for better or worse. The Coyotes are temporarily moving 
into appropriately named Mullett Arena, a roughly 5,000-seat setting 
meant to house the University of Arizona hockey team. It will be unlike 
any other NHL arena, and could have more of a college atmosphere. 
When Arizona plays its home opener on Oct. 28 against the Winnipeg 
Jets, how many curious onlookers will tune in to see how it looks and 
sounds? Meantime, the Coyotes continue to try and work towards their 
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own permanent home in Tempe, which will be a storyline all season and 
beyond. 

Boston Bruins: David Pastrnak is a pending UFA 

Overall it was a positive summer for the Bruins. Fans exhaled when 
Patrice Bergeron returned on a one year bargain contract ($2.5 million) 
and it was something of a bonus to have David Krejci come back from 
playing in Czechia last season. Injuries to Brad Marchand and Charlie 
McAvoy will keep them out for a couple months to start the season, so 
challenges are ahead. But while talk of "rebuild" faded, one major factor 
remains unresolved. David Pastrnak, the 26-year-old 40-goal man, is 
entering the final season of his contract, after which he'll be UFA eligible. 
Will he sign, and will it be for the long term? If he goes to market, the 
Bruins will face an uncertain future all over again. 

Buffalo Sabres: Eric Comrie an X-Factor to any upward push 

Playoffs? Playoffs?!? Admittedly, that's a tall ask for a team that missed 
out by 25 points a season ago, but some upward movement and a more 
competitive season can be reasonably expected. While Tage 
Thompson's breakout and his new contract, Owen Power's first full 
season, and Rasmus Dahlin's continued progression are all going to be 
important for this team, the goaltending could really determine how much 
better the end result is. Craig Anderson returns, but Eric Comrie is the 
new addition with potential. The 27-year-old posted a .920 save 
percentage behind Connor Hellebuyck last season — his first full season 
as an NHL backup. Given Comrie has played just 47 games in the NHL 
and AHL over the past three seasons it's hard to get a read on just how 
he'll do, but he could earn more starts in Buffalo and if he hits, the Sabres 
will have one of their more competitive seasons in years. 

Calgary Flames: The top line may be broken up, but they may have 
greater depth 

With Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau — two-thirds of last 
season's dangerous top line — out of town, Calgary may not have quite 
as much offensive pop on its top unit. Then again, having 115-point 
scoring forward Jonathan Huberdeau up there will be a handful for 
opponents. But we all know how important the centre position is to 
success in today's NHL, so now that Calgary can run out Elias Lindholm, 
Nazem Kadri and Mikael Backlund, they could be harder overall to 
handle than before. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The jerks are gonna love Brent Burns 

Already with one of the best defensive blue lines in the league, Carolina 
brought in Burns from San Jose — still a top 10 scoring defenceman over 
the past three years. Tony DeAngelo was the top-scoring blueliner for 
last year's 'Canes, but with his departure to Philadelphia, Burns 
effectively brings a probable upgrade at 37 years old. He's also 
celebrated for his character, which we're sure will be embraced by the 
hungry Carolina fans. 

Chicago Blackhawks: This could be the last go for Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews 

When the Blackhawks traded 24-year-old, 40-goal scorer Alex DeBrincat 
this summer, it was the clearest indicator that this front office was 
conducting a scorched Earth rebuild. And so now we wait to see what 
that means for longstanding franchise cornerstones Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews. Both are entering the final season of their contracts. 
Toews has spoken about considering playing elsewhere, and Kane will 
start the season atop trade candidate lists and still able to put someone 
over the top. 

Colorado Avalanche: Nathan MacKinnon's contract status could re-shape 
the NHL market 

Cap limitations squeezed Nazem Kadri out of Colorado after his career 
season en route to the Stanley Cup. Valeri Nichushkin got a pay day that 
will require him to live up to his own breakout season in 2021-22. But the 
biggest contract question looms: Will Nathan MacKinnon become the 
NHL's highest paid player? With just one year left on an exceptional 

value contract paying just $6.3 million against the cap, MacKinnon could 
reset the top of the market. Connor McDavid's $12.5 million is the highest 
AAV in the league right now, and when he signed that deal it accounted 
for 16.67 per cent of the cap. A $12.5 million AAV signed today comes 
out to 15.15 per cent of the cap, and when you consider the upper limit is 
expected to begin considerably rising again in two years, it is not out of 
line to suggest MacKinnon could go north of McDavid's number. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Not one, but two elite producers locked in for 
term 

The headline of the summer perhaps, Johnny Gaudreau was plucked off 
the UFA market by Columbus, last year's No. 2 scorer in the NHL. But 
don't forget: nine days after that signing, the Blue Jackets extended 
Patrik Laine on a four-year contract when he could have walked himself 
to UFA next summer. Now the Blue Jackets have a couple of 
cornerstone offensive players in their primes, without any of the contract 
speculation distractions that have recently surrounded those types of 
players in this market. 

Dallas Stars: New coach...new style? 

This could be an interesting pivot point for the Stars. Under Jim 
Montgomery and then Rick Bowness, the Stars were a heavy defence 
structure team for four years — 27th in goals for over that time. Notably, 
high earners Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin saw their offensive numbers 
take a major slide. After last season's first-round exit, a change was 
made behind the bench, and now Peter DeBoer comes to town with 
perhaps a different expectation from up top. 

"As much as people might be down on Tyler and Jamie for what they've 
done, I think part of that is just the way we've played. And a bit of our 
strategy, which is what we really believe needed to change, hence the 
coaching change," Stars owner Tom Gaglardi told Andy Strickland. 

Detroit Red Wings: The rebuilding team that made some winning moves 

Entering Year 4 of the Steve Yzerman rebuild, the Red Wings made 
some surprising veteran additions over the summer. It's not that this 
collection of players (Andrew Copp, David Perron, Ben Chiarot, Dominik 
Kubalik, Olli Maatta) will necessarily be playing leading roles when the 
Wings emerge, but together add a significant veteran presence and 
many complementary skills to the young core already in place. The 
Wings should be harder to play against this season than they have been 
in a while. 

Edmonton Oilers: The Western Conference finalist seems to have 
upgraded in net 

Last year the Oilers finally broke through with a couple of playoff series 
wins, including against their provincial rivals. But there was still a 
weakness holding them back just a bit in net. GM Ken Holland addressed 
it in the summer, which means Edmonton could be in line to level up 
again. Still, we want to see it to believe it. Jack Campbell settled 
Toronto's net when he earned his first starting gig more than 10 years 
after being drafted, but it's worth mentioning that he faded in the second 
half of the regular season. 

Florida Panthers: Matthew Tkachuk is going to mess around with the 
Atlantic Division now 

The Battle of Alberta's loss is the Battle of Florida's gain. Matthew 
Tkachuk may not always outscore the forward he was swapped in for 
(Jonathan Huberdeau) but he is no slouch either, finishing with 104 
points last season. But he'll also add a little snarl to a lineup looking for a 
playoff breakthrough. And for all the East Coast fans who can't always 
stay up for the later games, they'll get a more consistent dose of 
Tkachuk's irritating antics. More Tkachuk Brother battles? More Leafs 
Nation reaction to his flavour? More Jack Edwards sound bites to 
whatever Tkachuk pulls on the Bruins? Enjoy. 

Los Angeles Kings: They added a top 25 scorer from the 2021-22 season 

Last season was a hugely promising one for the Kings, returning to the 
playoffs and carrying themselves well. They did most of that without all-
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star defenceman Drew Doughty, who played just 39 games (none in the 
playoffs) before getting injured, so his return will be weighty enough. But 
how about Kevin Fiala? Acquired from the cap-dumping Wild, Fiala had a 
monster year, scoring 85 points in 82 games. Los Angeles had the 20th-
ranked offence last season, and Fiala's totals would have made him the 
highest scorer on the team. 

Minnesota Wild: So begins Year 1 of The Great Pinch 

Buyouts to Zach Parise and Ryan Suter from two years ago are just now 
beginning to exert great pressure, with the penalties for those moves 
accounting for $12.743 million of the cap this season. That penalty will 
rise another $2 million next season. Because of this, tough choices had 
to follow a great year in Minnesota, with Kevin Fiala and Cam Talbot both 
being traded. Matthew Boldy and Marco Rossi will be looked at to help 
bridge through the tough financial times, as they remain on affordable 
ELCs, though with much still to prove. 

Montreal Canadiens: Carey Price likely isn't back (and Shea Weber is 
gone, gone) 

Had Carey Price been able to return to Montreal this season, he would 
have been the primary X-Factor in turning last season's result around. 
However, with news that he'll start the season on LTIR and is unlikely to 
play in 2022-23, we have to consider the possibility the netminder may 
never come back. Meantime, the team traded defenceman Shea Weber's 
contract to Vegas for their LTIR reasons. Altogether, not having either of 
those stars around marks the end of one era, as the Canadiens turn to 
another led by the likes of Nick Suzuki and Juraj Slafkovsky. 

Nashville Predators: A mushy middle team trying to make a push for the 
next tier 

It's been five seasons since the Nashville Predators peaked with a 
Stanley Cup Final appearance, and they haven't won any playoff rounds 
since 2019. Last season ended in a sweep against champion Colorado in 
Round 1, though the Preds were without star goalie Jusse Saros. How 
would they react to this? GM David Poile acquired scorer Nino 
Niederreiter, and traded for 33-year-old defenceman Ryan McDonagh's 
hefty contract. Most importantly, though, he was able to retain Filip 
Forsberg. Will any of this be able to lift them up, or will it be much of the 
same? 

New Jersey Devils: Promising additions could still be offset by 
goaltending concerns 

There's no question the Devils are making strides back towards playoff 
contention. The additions of Ondrej Palat, John Marino and Erik Haula 
will help in that regard, as will continued progression from some of the 
younger players. But the goaltending finished 31st in save percentage 
last season, and it was a stated goal of the team to try and improve 
there. The only addition they made was Vitek Vanecek, who had a .908 
save percentage in 2021-22. He'll join returning netminder Mackenzie 
Blackwood. 

New York Islanders: Well...not much has changed 

After missing the playoffs, some corners hoped or expected change for 
the Islanders. Linked to some of the bigger names available in trades and 
free agency, when the dust settled New York's most notable add may be 
defenceman Alexander Romanov. For better or worse, it appears they're 
running it back largely as-is. 

New York Rangers: A top-six forward added, a top young player 
requesting out 

Last year was a breakthrough for the Rangers, who went all the way to 
the conference final and put up a solid fight against the Lightning. Vincent 
Trocheck was their big off-season addition and should make them even 
stronger up front. Interestingly, the Rangers also seem at an impasse 
with one of their top prospects, Nils Lundqvist. The 2018 first-rounder 
requested a trade because of the log jam on the right side of New York's 
blue line and may not report to camp. 

Ottawa Senators: The forwards look fantastic, but they may still be after 
another defenceman 

The Sens are going to be one of the early "must see" outfits this season, 
as we all want to see how the exciting off-season moves translate on the 
ice. Almost all of that is because of what happened up front — from the 
additions of Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux to the long-term 
extensions for Josh Norris and Tim Stutzle. But are they strong enough 
on defence to make up all the ground ahead? The Sens have been 
rumoured around various defencemen this summer. Jake Sanderson is 
probable to arrive as a rookie, but GM Pierre Dorion may not be done 
tinkering quite yet. 

Philadelphia Flyers: John Tortorella is tasked with getting this lineup into 
shape 

The Flyers have been a major disappointment for two seasons running, 
but rather than try and step back to fix things, GM Chuck Fletcher 
doubled down on this team and core (minus Giroux), and must be feeling 
the pressure to win now. And so he's put John Tortorella behind the 
bench to try and squeeze out more from this team and perhaps change 
the culture — something Tortorella made no bones about in an interview 
last week. 

"I have major concerns about the room," he told Sirius XM. "I have major 
concerns about what goes on in there. Before we even step on the ice, 
situations and standards and accountability in the room is at the 
forefront." 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Any talk of a major roster shift probably disappears 
for the next three years at least 

It's been four years since the Penguins won a playoff round, and after 
last season's exit there were a lot of questions about what comes next. 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang were headed to UFA with no guarantees 
either would be back. It's not that you're going to rebuild with Sidney 
Crosby still active, but losing those two would have demanded some 
major change in the roster build. But, with both re-signing for multiple 
years, the next window of major core questions likely opens in 2024-25, 
when Crosby hits the last year of his contract at age 38. Now we wonder 
if this group can get back to winning playoff series. 

San Jose Sharks: Significant off-ice changes hope to ring in new era 

There was one big change on the ice this off-season as the Sharks 
shipped Brent Burns to Carolina. But the bigger work happened off the 
ice, where Mike Grier was named GM, he named David Quinn as head 
coach, and plenty of turnover came to hockey operations. Now, much of 
the core remains — Tomas Hertl was extended for eight years — and it's 
been three years since they made the playoffs, but it's clear the Sharks 
are attempting to do things a little differently than they have in a while. 

Seattle Kraken: A struggling offence added a couple of goal scorers 

While goaltending was overall the sorest part of this roster last season, 
the offence left something to be desired as well. The Kraken were 29th in 
shots, 28th in goals and 27th in shooting percentage last season, but 
made two intriguing additions. One was Andre Burakovsky through free 
agency, a 22-goal, 61-point player for the Avs last season; the other was 
Oliver Bjorkstrand via trade, a 28-goal player for the Blue Jackets. On top 
of that, Shane Wright will be one to watch in camp after the No. 1 ranked 
2022 draft prospect unexpectedly fell to the Kraken at four. 

St. Louis Blues: Pressure heightens on Jordan Binnington 

The Blues' $6 million Cup-winning goalie has seen his stats trending the 
wrong way for a few years in a row now, and he even lost the crease to 
Ville Husso for the stretch and beginning of the playoffs in 2021-22. 
Binnington did take it back, and showed pretty well, but Husso is now in 
Detroit, replaced by 36-year-old Thomas Greiss. The Blues made no 
other major changes to the roster, and now will rely on their starter to 
return to form. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: A chunk more of the core re-signed for the long-
term 
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The Lightning wrestled a bit with the salary cap again this season and the 
casualty was Ryan McDonagh, whose full cap hit was dealt to Nashville. 
But Anthony Cirelli, Erik Cernak and Mikhail Sergachev all signed eight-
year extensions, joining Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point, Nick Paul, and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy on the list of guys under contract for at least the next 
five seasons. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: In another 'must win a playoff round or else' 
season, they may have their most risky goalie situation to date 

With Jack Campbell signing in Edmonton, the Maple Leafs had urgency 
to find a replacement, and are banking on two high-risk, potentially high-
reward netminders. Matt Murray was acquired with $4.687 million of his 
cap hit, but it's been three years since the two-time Cup champion has 
posted league-average numbers. Joining him is Ilya Samsonov, a first-
round pick and one-time goalie of the future for Washington, who hit free 
agency a year early when the Caps decided not to qualify him as an 
RFA. They both have pedigree and have No. 1 upside, but the downside 
is obvious. 

Vancouver Canucks: They were the fifth-best Western Conference team 
after Bruce Boudreau was hired last season 

A hellish start for the Canucks was salvaged by a 33-16-10 performance 
from Dec. 5 on, when Boudreau became head coach. Still there was 
some wonder how much of the roster could change over, especially with 
J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat entering contract years. But they added to this 
team, with Ilya Mikheyev and Andrei Kuzmenko bringing depth, and they 
re-signed Miller for the long term. The defence remains something of a 
weakness, but despite some calls for re-tooling, the on-ice performance 
did give some reason to believe this team could push for the playoffs with 
Boudreau. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Robin Lehner is out for the season 

Remember when the Golden Knights had too full of a crease to fit 
everyone, and had to offload the popular Marc-André Fleury? Well now 
they enter with Logan Thompson as their starter, who has 20 games of 
NHL experience, and Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill behind him. Robin 
Lehner is not in the picture this season as he recovers from hip surgery, 
leaving the Golden Knights with lots to prove in the crease as they 
attempt to bounce back from their first playoff miss in team history. 

Washington Capitals: Nicklas Backstrom will be out of the lineup for a 
while 

After qualifying as the East's final playoff seed and then losing in the first 
round for the fourth season in a row, the Capitals addressed perhaps 
their biggest off-season need by signing Darcy Kuemper to take over in 
net. However, Nicklas Backstrom had off-season hip surgery, which 
means he won't be in the lineup to start the season. The good news: it 
does sound like he'll be able to resume his NHL career at some point. 
The bad news: we don't know when that will be exactly, as he'll start with 
an "out indefinitely" designation. 

Winnipeg Jets: Neither of their top two centres seem all that jazzed about 
staying long term 

The Jets were one of the biggest disappointments in the league last 
season, from missing the playoffs, to watching their head coach step 
down mid season. Even more troubling, though, was that both of their top 
two centres were lukewarm about their long-term prospects here. While 
Pierre-Luc Dubois indicated his interest in testing unrestricted free 
agency when he becomes eligible in 2024 (he'll be an RFA in 2023), a 
frustrated Mark Scheifele's first reaction to the end of the season was to 
ponder if he was still a fit here. Those comments were walked back 
somewhat in mid-summer, but what happens if things still don't go right in 
2022-23? 
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TSN.CA / All eyes on Toronto’s second line 

 

Travis Yost 
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What will the second line look like in Toronto this season? 

It’s one of the more intriguing questions facing a presumptive Stanley 
Cup-calibre team this season. The Maple Leafs lineup is deep and 
talented, and save for a goaltending flameout – which must be 
recognized as a bona fide risk at this point – they should walk into the 
postseason. There is simply too much scoring firepower across the roster 
for them to miss. That result would be in line with what we have seen in 
recent years, where the Maple Leafs have amassed more points than 
any team not playing in Colorado, Boston, the state of Florida, or 
Carolina. 

But their line combinations and general deployment still need to be 
sorted through. We have reasonable confidence that head coach 
Sheldon Keefe will regularly play Michael Bunting and Mitch Marner with 
Auston Matthews on the top line, and why wouldn’t he? It’s an impressive 
combination of agility, playmaking, and forechecking on the wings of 
perhaps the best shooter in the league. Few lines have out-produced the 
Matthews group over the years, and Toronto clearly has something here 
that works. 

Behind them, John Tavares will play centre, but the wings are a question 
mark. William Nylander, Alex Kerfoot, Calle Jarnkrok, Nick Robertson, 
and Pierre Engvall are all plausible names. Which two make the most 
sense remains a debate. 

Count me in as someone who thinks that Toronto will turn to a unit that’s 
tried and true, with Nylander and Kerfoot on the wing of Tavares to start 
the year. There’s been a bit of blowback against redressing this line, in 
part because it means Toronto’s running a lineup that looks strikingly 
similar to the one that’s disappointed come playoff time. 

But it’s hard to walk from this group, too. Among other things, it’d be very 
difficult to take one of the team’s most productive forwards in Nylander 
and move him to a third line. And despite inconsistent play, the broader 
group (with Kerfoot) has produced. 

What’s the statistical argument? Consider the last three seasons in 
Toronto at even strength, where we have seen this trio play more than 
700 minutes together. There have been disappointing stretches, but by 
and large they are outplaying their competition when together. 

The cool thing is we can look at every possible combination Toronto has 
tried with this group and see where downside performance issues have 
manifested. Here is the data: 

If you look at the trio that’s played more than 700 minutes together, they 
own about 53 per cent of the goal share and their underlying measures of 
territorial control – whether you are using shots or shots adjusted for 
quality (expected goals) – are in line. That is strong indication their goal 
advantage has been built through control of play, which tends to be a 
reliable predictor of future outcomes.  

If we want to see which straw is stirring the drink, we can isolate on a 
bunch of different player combinations to see what has worked, and what 
hasn’t. For example: the combination of Tavares and Kerfoot, without 
Nylander, has outperformed the combination of Tavares and Nylander 
without Kerfoot. It’s in less overall time, about 400 minutes of action, but 
this tandem has played well together. And though we may think of 
Nylander as being one of the team’s best wingers and much more 
entrenched on the second line than Kerfoot, it’s Kerfoot so far who has 
had better relative results with Tavares. 

Less surprising is the fact the one weak group is Nylander and Kerfoot 
when playing without Tavares. This is on a base of 300 minutes of action, 
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so a relatively smaller sample size, but it’s in line with what we would 
expect – weaker centres further down the lineup do less for Kerfoot and 
Nylander than Tavares does, and consequently, results suffer. 

Toronto has plenty of options here and if they want to flatten their lines a 
bit and displace some talent on the third line, we could see someone – 
likely Kerfoot – shuffled down the lineup. But despite the consternation 
with this group from time to time, it’s important to step back and 
recognize they generally have done their job. 

That doesn’t mean there isn’t room for improvement, or that another 
combination can’t outplay this group as soon as this upcoming season. 
But it does mean the bar to clear, when opting to change this lineup, for 
Keefe and the coaching staff should be high, and it’s going to take some 
impressive work in training camp and preseason from one of the bottom-
six wingers to crack the team’s second line. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 09.13.2022 


