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Hurricanes host NHL Prospects Showcase 

Carolina will play the Predators, Panthers and Lightning 
during the four-day tournament 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — One of the promises made when the 
Hurricanes christened the recently branded Invisalign Arena 
at Wake Competition Center in Morrisville was more hockey 
events coming to the Triangle. That meant youth 
tournaments, college games and, as we’ll see starting this 
week, the NHL Prospects Showcase. 

The Hurricanes long participated in the Traverse City, 
Michigan, prospect tournament — now called the NHL 
Prospects Tournament — but in 2019 moved to the NHL 
Prospects Showcase and its rotating site schedule. 

And it’s the Hurricanes’ year to host. 

While the names on the ice may be unfamiliar to most 
hockey fans, it will provide fans a chance to see some of the 
best prospects from the Hurricanes, Predators, Lightning and 
Panthers during a four-day tournament running Friday 
through Monday. Games will be played at Invisalign Arena 
and PNC Arena. Here’s a look at the four teams and what 
players to watch when the games begin. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Given the number of college-bound and Russian players the 
Hurricanes have selected in recent years, Carolina’s roster 
won’t have some of the names from the top of its prospect 
pool. 

Defensemen Scott Morrow and Alexander Nikishin are not 
on the roster, and neither are wingers Gleb Trizokov and 
Alexander Perevalov. Center Jack Drury and goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov are eligible — while flexible, the general rule is for 
players to be 24 years old or younger with 20 or fewer 
games of NHL experience — but neither will participate. 

So who is playing? As we learned last year when Seth Jarvis 
dominated the tournament, the showcase can serve as a 
launching pad for a prospect heading into training camp. 

The biggest name is Ryan Suzuki, Carolina’s first round pick 
in the 2019 draft. The younger brother of Nick Suzuki, the 
recently named captain of the Canadiens, has had a hard-
luck career since being 28th overall, suffering an eye injury in 
juniors and being in and out of the lineup last season during 
the Chicago Wolves’ Calder Cup title run. The tournament 
should offer him the opportunity to be one of the top players. 

Jamieson Rees, Noel Gunler and Vasily Ponomarev join 
Suzuki as the other Wolves who will play for Carolina. Rees, 

while just 5-foot-10 and 182 pounds, is a wrecking ball who 
may remind Hurricanes fans of Brock McGinn. 

Gunler and Ponomarev, meanwhile, joined the Wolves for 
the stretch run after playing much of the year overseas. 
Gunler, from Sweden, played in 10 playoff games, scoring 
once and adding an assist, while Ponomarev had 10 points 
in 11 regular season games with Chicago and played all 18 
playoff games, registering a goal and six points, after coming 
over following the KHL season. 

The team will also get a closer look at Alexander Pashin and 
Justin Robidas, two elite skating forwards who were late-
round selections in recent years. 

On defense, Ronan Seeley and Anttoni Honka should lead 
the way. Honka is an ultra-skilled player who will start his 
North American professional career this year, while Seeley 
has proven to be a seventh-round find. He won gold with 
Canada at the World Junior Championships, posting four 
assists in seven games during that tournament. 

Goalies Patrik Hamrla and Jakub Vondras, draft picks in 
2021 and 2022, respectively, should see most of the time in 
net. 

Florida Panthers 

According to The Athletic’s Corey Pronman, the Panthers 
have the NHL’s 25th best prospect pool, compared to No. 6 
for Carolina. And like the Hurricanes, Florida’s top-tier 
prospects won’t be playing in the tournament. 

Defenseman Evan Nause, the 56th overall pick in the 2021 
draft, should lead Florida’s defense, while winger Justin 
Sourdif is a high-energy player who could make an impact as 
he looks to start his professional career on the right foot. 

Nashville Predators 

In another timeline, Yaroslav Askarov could be in the 
Carolina net for this tournament. Askarov was taken 11th 
overall in the 2022 draft, two spots before the Hurricanes 
selected Jarvis. The Russian goalie is one of the prized 
possession of the Nashville prospect pool ranked 22nd by 
Pronman. 

Egor Afanasyev, a 6-foot-4 winger, had 12 goals and 33 
points as a rookie with AHL Milwaukee last year, and high 
picks Zachary L’Heureux and Luke Evangelista give the 
Preds plenty of talent up front. Defenseman Luke Prokop, 
the first openly gay player under contract with an NHL team, 
is also on Nashville’s rookie camp roster. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 
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The Lightning have stripped their farm system in an effort to 
win championships, and it resulted in two titles and last 
year’s run to the Stanley Cup Final. Because of that, the 
cupboard is pretty bare — Pronman ranks Tampa Bay 31st 
out of 32 teams, ahead of only Boston. 

The Lightning will have three Jacks in their hand at the 
tournament. 

Six-foot-6 center Jack Finley, the 57th pick in 2020, had 27 
goals and 50 points in the WHL last year. Jack Thompson is 

an offensive defenseman who totaled 57 points, including 21 
goals, in the OHL last year. 

And then there’s goalie Jack Lafontaine, a former Hurricanes 
draft pick who was not qualified this offseason after he 
struggled with Carolina and the AHL Wolves after leaving the 
University of Minnesota in the middle of the season to turn 
pro. He’ll share the Tampa net with prospect Hugo Alnefelt, a 
third round pick in 2019 out of Sweden.

 

 

 

Hurricanes season preview: Burns, Kotkaniemi expected to play big roles 

Defenseman likely to make big impact on top pair, power 
play; forward could start at second-line center 

By David Satriano 

The 2022-23 NHL season starts Oct. 7. With training camps 
opening soon, NHL.com is taking a look at the three keys, 
the inside scoop on roster questions, and the projected 
lineup for each of the 32 teams. Today, the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Coach: Rod Brind'Amour (fifth season) 

Last season: 54-20-8, first in Metropolitan Division; lost to 
New York Rangers in Eastern Conference Second Round 

3 KEYS 

1. Impact of Burns 

Brent Burns was acquired in a trade with the San Jose 
Sharks on July 13 and likely will play on the top defense pair 
with Jaccob Slavin. Burns had 54 points (10 goals, 44 
assists) and was third in the NHL averaging 26:09 in ice time 
in 82 games last season. He has also played 679 
consecutive games. 

The 37-year-old also should help the power play; he had 18 
points with the man-advantage last season and could fill the 
production left by Tony DeAngelo, who led Carolina 
defensemen with 20 power-play points but was traded to the 
Philadelphia Flyers on July 7. 

2. Repeat performance from the goalies? 

Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta were a huge reason for 
the Hurricanes success last season. Anderson was 35-14-3 
in 52 games, and was second in the NHL in goals-against 
average (2.17) and tied for third in save percentage (.922) 
among goalies to play at least 25 games. Raanta was 15-5-4 
with a 2.45 GAA and .912 save percentage in 28 games. 

They won the Jennings Trophy, as Carolina allowed the 
fewest goals in the NHL (200). 

But can they play at that same level again? Andersen, 32, 
missed the playoffs with a torn MCL in his knee after injuries 
limited him to 24 games with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
2020-21, and Raanta had his lowest GAA since he was with 
the Arizona Coyotes in 2017-18 (2.24). 

3. Kotkaniemi taking next step 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi signed an eight-year contract March 21 
and the 22-year-old forward will look to play more of a 
significant role this season after he had 29 points (12 goals, 
17 assists) in 66 games last season. He played throughout 
the lineup but could start the season as the second-line 
center after Vincent Trocheck signed with the New York 
Rangers during the offseason. 

Kotkaniemi has never had more than 12 goals or 34 points in 
his four NHL seasons and had two assists in 14 playoff 
games last season, but expectations will be high, especially 
after the new contract. 

ROSTER RUNDOWN 

Making the cut 

The Hurricanes should have an opening for a fourth-line 
forward and a few players likely will be in the mix. Lane 
Pederson, 25, who was acquired in the Burns trade, had two 
assists in 29 games last season and has five points (one 
goal, four assists) in 44 NHL games could have the edge. 
But if the Hurricanes decide to go younger, they could turn to 
22-year-old Jack Drury, who played his first two NHL games 
last season and scored a goal in each. On defense, Jake 
Gardiner is healthy after not playing last season following hip 
and back surgeries, and could be play on the third pair or be 
the seventh defenseman. 

Most intriguing addition 
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Paul Stastny signed a one-year contract on Aug. 23 and it 
will be interesting to see where he fits in the lineup. The 36-
year-old forward had 45 points (21 goals, 24 assists) in 71 
games for the Winnipeg Jets last season and is a seven-time 
20-goal scorer. He brings a veteran presence to the forward 
group, with 800 points (284 goals, 516 assists) in 1,072 
regular-season games during 16 NHL seasons and has 
played in 103 Stanley Cup Playoff games. He could begin 
the season on the third line but is capable of playing a top-six 
role if needed. 

Biggest potential surprise 

Ondrej Kase has been limited to 53 games the past two 
seasons because of injuries, but if he can stay healthy, the 
forward should get plenty of opportunities to contribute. With 
forward Max Pacioretty likely out for the first half of the 
season after Achilles surgery, Kase could step up. The 26-
year-old, who signed a one-year contract July 13, had 27 
points (14 goals, 13 assists) in 50 regular-season games and 
three assists in seven playoff games with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs last season. 

Ready to break through 

With DeAngelo traded and Ian Cole (Tampa Bay Lightning) 
and Brendan Smith (New Jersey Devils) signing elsewhere 
as free agents, Ethan Bear could be in line for more ice time. 
The defenseman had 14 points (five goals, nine assists) in 
58 games last season but his average ice time of 16:05 was 

his fewest in four NHL seasons. He's never had more than 
five goals or 21 points in a season, but could top those 
numbers with more ice time this season. 

Fantasy sleeper 

Kotkaniemi, C/LW (undrafted on average in fantasy) -- He 
was tied for second on the Hurricanes in 5-on-5 goals per 60 
minutes last season (1.02; minimum 10 games), and should 
see a bigger role with the departure of Trocheck. Kotkaniemi 
is a fantasy breakout candidate with potential exposure to 
valuable wing Andrei Svechnikov. -- Pete Jensen 

PROJECTED LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Martin Necas -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Paul Stastny -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook -- Lane Pederson -- Ondrej Kase 

Jaccob Slavin -- Brent Burns 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Ethan Bear -- Dylan Coghlan 

Frederik Andersen 

Antti Raanta 

Injured: Max Pacioretty (torn Achilles)

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/09/hurricanes-host-nhl-prospects-showcase/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-2022-23-season-preview/c-335499424 
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Every NHL team’s biggest question heading into training camp 

 

Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey Masisak, Arpon Basu, Michael 
Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy Rutherford, Eric 
Duhatschek, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, Shayna Goldman, 
Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric Stephens, Matthew 
Fairburn, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, Mark 
Lazerus, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, Joe 
Rexrode, Thomas Drance, Ian Mendes 

23-29 minutes 13/09/2022 

 

NHL training camps open next week, the preseason kicks off Sept. 24 
and regular-season games are coming Oct. 7. After a long summer, the 
wait for the 2022-23 season is almost over. 

Has your team addressed all it needed to during the offseason? What 
concerns remain? To find out, The Athletic asked the reporters who know 
the teams best what the biggest question is facing each heading into 
training camp. 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Can Mason McTavish follow in Trevor Zegras’ footsteps? Zegras was the 
Calder Trophy runner-up to Detroit’s Moritz Seider and the Ducks’ first 
finalist for the award since Bobby Ryan in 2009. McTavish, 19, could very 
well be in the Calder conversation this season, too, after in the past year 
becoming the youngest Ducks player to score in his NHL debut, 
powering Hamilton to the Memorial Cup title game, and making a game-
saving play that’s the stuff of legends at the world juniors while captaining 
Canada to the gold medal. Next thing on the to-do list is locking down a 
spot with the Ducks. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

How well will Clayton Keller recover? On a team with lots of hope for the 
future but facing a grim present in 2022-23, the Coyotes have one 
legitimate star forward: the shifty Keller, who was in the midst of a career 
year (28 goals in 67 games) when he broke his leg near the end of the 
regular season on March 30 and was given a four-to-six month recovery 
timeline. With the Coyotes set to play 20 of their first 24 games on the 
road, they need Keller to be healthy and in good form by the Oct. 13 
opener against Pittsburgh to have any hope of being remotely 
competitive. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

How do they stay competitive with Matt Grzelcyk, Brad Marchand and 
Charlie McAvoy unavailable? Marchand and McAvoy are among the best 
at their positions. Grzelcyk is an excellent defender and puck mover. 
With their No. 1 left wing and two top-four defensemen recovering from 
offseason surgeries, the Bruins will be in an early dogfight to stay in the 

race — all while adjusting to new coach Jim Montgomery. They’ll need 
Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci to be their usual selves as top-two 
centers. But Bergeron is 37. Krejci is 36 coming off a year in Czechia. — 
Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

How quickly can the youngsters develop? All of the micro questions 
surrounding the Sabres lead back to the macro question of how quickly 
their young talent will develop. Owen Power, Jack Quinn and JJ Peterka 
are three rookies who should occupy roles ranging in significance. 
Peyton Krebs and Dylan Cozens are 21-year-olds expected to make a 
jump. Both could potentially play in the top six. In net, Eric Comrie will 
likely handle the biggest NHL workload of his career. What the Sabres 
get from those players will determine how quickly the team can climb the 
standings. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Are they actually better than last year? The Flames, and their fans, went 
through a roller coaster of emotions during the offseason. They lost 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, among other pieces, but added 
Nazem Kadri, Jonathan Huberdeau and Mackenzie Weegar. On paper, 
they look improved on defense and up the middle. Adding a center like 
Kadri should help make the Flames a deeper team with more than one 
line that can consistently produce — which was an issue last season. But 
the question remains: Are they better? It’s hard for any team to replace 
one 40-goal scorer, let alone two. General manager Brad Treliving gave 
it the old college try, and we’ll see soon if it worked out. — Hailey Salvian 
and Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Can Jesperi Kotkaniemi replace Vincent Trocheck as the team’s second-
line center? The Hurricanes let Trocheck walk as a free agent and now 
are betting on Kotkaniemi stepping up to fill his shoes. It’s a jump-in role 
for a player who primarily has been a bottom-sixer on a squad facing 
high expectations as the team to beat in the Metropolitan Division. 
Overall, Carolina needs more oomph-per-60 from the top six, putting 
emphasis on consistency from its best and growth from Marty Necas. But 
pivotal in all of this is Kotkaniemi breaking out and at the very least filling 
Trocheck’s void to keep that second line impactful. — Shayna Goldman 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Whither Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews? Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews both want to feel this whole rebuild thing out before deciding on 
their futures, but both pillars of the franchise are likely destined to finish 
the season with other teams. Neither really wants to leave Chicago, but 
neither seems terribly excited about a potentially five-year-plus rebuild in 
their mid-30s, either. When and where they go is a question that will 
dominate the season, since the on-ice results will be largely meaningless 
for a team that has been built to fail in an attempt to land Connor Bedard 
in next year’s draft. — Mark Lazerus 

Trade, free agent, retirement or rebuild? 

Much about Jonathan Toews' future remains uncertain.@MarkLazerus 
has an exclusive interview with Toews, who, like Patrick Kane, faces the 
possibility that this will be his last season in Chicago. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 14, 2022 

 

Colorado Avalanche 

Is the goaltending good enough? The Avalanche let Darcy Kuemper walk 
in free agency, trading for Alexandar Georgiev and promptly signing him 
to a three-year deal. It saved the team cap space but was a risk 
considering Georgiev is coming off a down year and has never been a 
full-time starter. But Colorado believes he will play better with a bigger 
role. Pavel Francouz will back up. Still, the Avalanche let a Stanley Cup-
winning goalie go for someone who is pretty unproven, making the 
position a bit of an unknown entering camp. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Who fills out the top two defensive pairs on the right side? The sexy 
question here would be “Who does Johnny Gaudreau play with?” after 
the summer’s blockbuster free-agent signing, but the Blue Jackets aren’t 
worried about him fitting in. The bigger issue is cutting way back on the 
goals allowed from last season, when they let in a franchise-record 297. 
Zach Werenski and Vladislav Gavrikov are locks for the first and second 
pairs on the left side. That’s a good start. But who they’ll play with is a 
major question with no easy answers. Andrew Peeke landed next to 
Werenski last season, so maybe he gets the first shot. Jake Bean and 
Adam Boqvist will need to make huge strides from last season to hold 
down such a role. Nick Blankenburg opened eyes late last season, but 
that was a small sample size. Erik Gudbranson was signed as a free 
agent, but he’s probably a five or six. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Where is the scoring going to come from? Lack of scoring has been a 
theme for the Stars in recent memory. Now they enter a training camp in 
which they lost arguably their best offensive weapon on the blue line in 
John Klingberg but added a decent player up front in Mason Marchment. 
Tyler Seguin’s resurgence will remain a big storyline for scoring, as well 
as the next step for Miro Heiskanen. Hovering over all of that is a new 
coaching staff, who are expected to inject life into an offense that has 
been mostly limited. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

How improved is the defense? This was the biggest question entering the 
Red Wings’ offseason, and it will remain so until we see some live action. 
Detroit certainly invested in fixing its defensive issues, filling holes not 
only in net and on the blue line but also up front — adding players such 
as Andrew Copp and David Perron who can help improve the defense 
from the forward position. For that reason, Detroit should certainly be 
better at keeping the puck out of its net. But after allowing the second-
most goals in the league last season, there’s a lot of work to be done just 
to get to the point of respectability. Allowing 50 fewer goals last season 
still would not have gotten them even into the league’s upper half 
defensively. Expect that to be a major emphasis for new head coach 
Derek Lalonde from the outset of camp. — Max Bultman 

The Red Wings continue to march on with their rebuild, adding Ville 
Husso and six free-agent pickups as they attempt to return to the 
playoffs. 

Edmonton Oilers 

How will they manage their salary cap crunch? The Oilers still need to 
sign restricted free agent Ryan McLeod, but they’re over the cap without 
him under contract — even with Mike Smith and Oscar Klefbom slated 
for long-term injured reserve. Without a trade to clear out some salary, 
they’re anticipating starting with a 21-man roster in a season in which 
they intend to make a Stanley Cup push. That means a couple of players 
on one-way contracts could be exposed to the waiver wire in the hopes 
they’ll reach AHL Bakersfield. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Did they overreact? A second-round sweep — even to the Lightning — 
should always prompt some reflection, especially for a team coming off a 
regular season as dominant as Florida’s. The Panthers’ overreliance on 
comebacks, for example, always seemed like it’d be an issue in the 

playoffs. Guess what happened. But changes at coach (Andrew Brunette 
out, Paul Maurice in) and in the core (Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Mackenzie Weegar out, Matthew Tkachuk in) are significant stuff for one 
of the most powerful offensive clubs in recent memory. Plus, Claude 
Giroux, Mason Marchment and Ben Chiarot are all in different uniforms. 
The Panthers are different, but are they better? — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Can they handle higher expectations? Many figured that this would be 
the year the Kings moved from rebuilding back to contending, but 
instead, they surprised many by making the playoffs last season and 
nearly tripping up Western Conference finalist Edmonton in the first 
round. Now, the Kings have added Kevin Fiala to their mix and enter 
training camp with visions of another postseason. You know Drew 
Doughty will want to be back in that spotlight after being sidelined against 
the Oilers following wrist surgery. But will they be able to handle having 
more of a target on their backs? — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Do they have the, dare I say, depth to contend? The Wild traded an 85-
point player in Kevin Fiala for futures because they couldn’t afford him, a 
veteran defenseman in Dmitry Kulikov to create cap space, and a 
veteran goalie in Cam Talbot because he was disgruntled. Who’s 
replacing Fiala’s points? Can Filip Gustavsson spell Marc-Andre Fleury 
about 32 times? And what happens if one of their oft-injured top-four D 
gets hurt? There’s a lot unsettled heading into camp. — Michael Russo 

Bill Guerin wanted to keep his goalie tandem of Marc-André Fleury and 
Cam Talbot intact. 

But the more he thought about it, the more a clean slate was needed. 

Montreal Canadiens 

How will they manage the logjam at forward? The Canadiens have 15 
NHL forwards under contract plus No. 1 pick Juraj Slafkovsky, who has 
an excellent chance of making the roster. Teams simply can’t carry 16 
forwards, so at least one and probably two will have to go. The health of 
Paul Byron, Jonathan Drouin and Sean Monahan might delay the need to 
make a decision right at the start of the season, but at some point soon, 
this will need to be addressed, one way or another. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Do they have a true top six? The Preds got what they were looking for, 
and then some, from Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene last season. Ryan 
Johansen and Mikael Granlund also had good seasons. The other two 
spots in the top six rotated and underwhelmed, but now Nino Niederreiter 
is in the fold and should fit in nicely. Is Philip Tomasino ready to take a 
big step? If so, the Preds can keep their beloved “Herd” line (featuring 
top-six candidate Tanner Jeannot) together and can be a better team 
overall. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Will they have capable goaltending? As much as the Devils have the 
potential to improve, 2021-22 showed that disastrous goaltending can 
undo any amount of progress. Offensive consistency and more defensive 
support will help, but this season for New Jersey hinges on having at 
least average goaltending. Training camp is the first opportunity for Vitek 
Vanecek to own the starter’s net or Mackenzie Blackwood to earn his 
share of the crease. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Who will play with Mathew Barzal? The Islanders puzzlingly didn’t add a 
single winger in the offseason, so barring any last-minute additions, it will 
be the exact same group up front for first-year head coach Lane Lambert. 
In order for the Islanders to get the most from their offense and return to 
contention, though, they’re going to have to get more out of Barzal in 
particular, which means finding effective linemates for him. He struggled 
to gain chemistry with anyone in 2021-22 after Jordan Eberle’s departure 
to Seattle. — Kevin Kurz 
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There were rumblings that the Islanders were interested in Nazem Kadri. 

The potential move did make sense.  

New York Rangers 

Can they build off last season? The Rangers went from a rebuild to fully 
contending in 2022-23, coming within two wins of a trip to the Final. Their 
mix of skilled veterans and up-and-coming youth blended well, especially 
in front of Igor Shesterkin, who ran away with the Vezina Trophy and got 
MVP votes. With minimal changes and limited cap space, the Rangers 
will try to duplicate last season. It won’t be easy in a division and 
conference that’s gotten tougher. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Do they have a good enough top four to compete for a playoff spot? 
Pierre Dorion did a masterful job revamping the Senators’ roster over the 
past several months. He landed Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux. He 
swapped out Matt Murray for Cam Talbot. And he even locked up young 
stars Josh Norris and Tim Stützle to eight-year contracts. But the one 
thing the general manager didn’t address was his blue line. And while 
there is a ton of optimism flowing in the streets of Ottawa, it’s somewhat 
tempered by the question marks on the club’s back end. The Senators 
have a legitimate top pairing in Thomas Chabot and Artem Zub. After 
that? It’s a bit of a guessing game. Dorion didn’t upgrade the defense this 
summer, even though many fans were clamouring for him to land Jakob 
Chychrun or Mackenzie Weegar. Perhaps Jake Sanderson can fill the 
void internally, but that’s a lot of pressure to place on a rookie 
defenseman who dealt with numerous injuries last season. The Senators 
are vastly improved, but this club may only be as good as its second pair 
on defense. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

How will they adapt to John Tortorella? The Flyers aren’t lacking for 
roster-related question marks — whether Tony DeAngelo can step in as 
the team’s top right defenseman, if Sean Couturier and Kevin Hayes are 
truly recovered from their injuries, which youngsters will break down the 
door and earn roster spots. But the organization’s biggest addition this 
summer wasn’t a player. It was the hiring of the demanding, future Hall of 
Fame coach, Tortorella. Tortorella hasn’t been shy about the fact that he 
plans to push the Flyers hard at camp, and the biggest question facing 
the players is how they’ll respond to the new normal. General manager 
Chuck Fletcher is betting that the hiring of Tortorella will lead to a big 
leap in performance from largely the same (but possibly healthier) roster, 
and camp will be the first test as to whether his wager is a shrewd one. 
— Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Who emerges to provide scoring balance in the bottom six? Hello, Jeff 
Carter. Here’s hoping that you’re not too, uh, seasoned to find a 
sustained scoring touch. If you aren’t, a solid 25-goal pace can provide a 
foundation for what figures to be a rotating cast of role players — 
including Kasperi Kapanen, who must take a stride toward consistent 
offensive production previously unseen. Carter and Kapanen clicked at 
times as linemates last season, and coach Mike Sullivan might start them 
together again in camp. If they can both produce, it will go a long way 
toward providing the Penguins some punch their offense might otherwise 
lack outside the two top lines. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Can they find enough offense? It’s safe to write Timo Meier’s name in ink 
on the top line and Erik Karlsson’s on the first defense pairing, but 
everything beyond that is uncertain for the Sharks at this point. The 
biggest concern is how they will find more offense — and specifically how 
they will find wings to play next to Logan Couture or Tomas Hertl on the 
second line. William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau are the prized 
prospects with the most upside. Kevin Labanc is coming back from a lost 
season. Noah Gregor needs to show he can covert more of the chances 
his high-end speed creates. Newcomers Oskar Lindblom and Luke Kunin 
should be in the mix as well. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Did they do enough this offseason to boost their offense? While the 
Kraken had strong defense in Year 1, their offense couldn’t outscore their 
goaltending issues. Training camp gives them a chance to get an early 
look at the forward group they’ll be deploying this season — from 
newcomers Andre Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand, who can provide a 
scoring punch, to players who missed time in 2021-22, like Brandon 
Tanev and Jaden Schwartz. And it gives the team a chance to evaluate 
their young stars, like Matty Beniers and Shane Wright, to see where 
they fit into this upcoming season’s plans and how impactful they could 
be. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Which Jordan Binnington shows up? The Blues will look a lot like last 
season, but how their familiar face in net performs will determine a lot in 
2022-23. Will Jordan Binnington be the goalie with the 3.13 goals-against 
average and .901 save percentage in the 2021-22 regular season or the 
one with the 1.72 GAA and .949 save percentage in the playoffs? Ville 
Husso is now in Detroit, replaced by Thomas Greiss, so the backup 
support won’t be the same if Binnington falters. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

What will the top six look like? The Lightning not only have to replace 
Ondrej Palat — who signed with the Devils this summer — but also 
Anthony Cirelli. Cirelli is sidelined until late November or early December 
following shoulder surgery. That’s two top-six spots up for grabs. Who 
will snag them? You’ve got Nick Paul or Brandon Hagel, both of whom 
were acquired at the deadline. But perhaps this is when Ross Colton gets 
a chance for a showcase during camp. Vladislav Namestnikov has 
chemistry with Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov, so he’s another 
versatile forward they can experiment with. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

When will Rasmus Sandin sign? It’s a big deal when a player like Sandin, 
a former first-round pick and important long-term piece, remains 
unsigned at camp (even if the Leafs possess the depth to move on 
without him). A new Sandin contract, whenever it comes down, will also 
(very likely) necessitate another move for cap purposes. Until Sandin 
signs, the Leafs can’t make that move. Sandin has so far resisted a deal 
like the two-year, $1.4 million cap hit contract that Timothy Liljegren 
signed earlier in the summer. He lacks much leverage in these 
negotiations, though. The Leafs have enough NHL-calibre defensemen 
to get by in the interim without him, but he is the organization’s shiniest 
long-term piece on the back end. That counts for something. — Jonas 
Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Will the club extend Bo Horvat? The Canucks changed head coaches 
and management last season after a dismal start to the season. They’ve 
rebuilt the entire organization and renovated facilities, but they’ve 
changed little on the ice — effectively doubling down on a 92-point club 
that hasn’t made the playoffs in a full 82-game season since 2015. Their 
captain, however, remains unsigned a season away from unrestricted 
free agency, and one wonders if his status might linger into the start of 
the regular season — with all of the potential for distraction that such a 
situation can create in a madcap hockey market like Vancouver. — 
Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Is Mark Stone healthy? Many will immediately point to Vegas’ goalie 
competition between Logan Thompson, Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill as 
the biggest question heading into training camp now that Robin Lehner is 
out for the season, but I’m going a different direction. For me, the most 
consequential question for the Golden Knights’ 2022-23 season is: How 
healthy is Mark Stone’s back? The captain underwent back surgery this 
offseason after missing most of 2021-22 with an injury that has spanned 
several years. The team isn’t sure if he’ll be ready for the start of camp 
but currently expects him to be ready for the Oct. 11 season opener. 
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Monitoring his status will be one of the biggest focuses of the preseason 
in Vegas. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

How much will they miss Nicklas Backstrom, Tom Wilson and Carl 
Hagelin? The Caps figure to open the season minus three stalwarts due 
to injury: Nicklas Backstrom (hip) and Carl Hagelin (eye), who are out 
indefinitely, and Tom Wilson (knee), who’s slated to rejoin the team 
midseason. Backstrom makes the power play go. Wilson complements 
first-liners Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov better than anyone 
else. Hagelin is a big part of the penalty kill. All three are locker room 
leaders in their own way. Sure, GM Brian MacLellan made moves this 
offseason to compensate, adding to Dylan Strome, Connor Brown and 
Marcus Johansson. But the question remains: Will the newcomers fit and 
be enough? — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Can a change in attitude upgrade Winnipeg’s aptitude? Winnipeg is 
returning a virtually identical roster to the one that missed the playoffs 
last season. Instead of addressing the team’s glut of defensemen, 
upgrading the forward group, or making other transformative roster 
moves, the Jets are hoping the same players can put last season’s 
disappointment behind them. There is plenty of room for the group to 
play better than it did last year, but even “better than last year” doesn’t 
guarantee a playoff spot. This team’s stars need to prevent goals in 
addition to scoring them, and the hope is for Rick Bowness and his new 
staff to generate team-wide buy-in in a way that last season’s coaches 
couldn’t quite do. — Murat Ates 

Something has to give on defence … doesn’t it? 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 big questions facing the Maple Leafs in 2022-23 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

September 13, 2022, 10:41 AM 

 

Only games provide answers. 

But the major questions that will swirl around and shape the Toronto 
Maple Leafs’ 2022-23 season are readily available to debate, even as we 
wait one more week for training camp to begin. 

Here’s a glance at the big-picture storylines set to unfold over the winter 
and — maybe, just maybe — deep into spring. 

Will the double-down gamble on goaltending pay off? 

Press conference bard (and former Leafs coach) Paul Maurice once 
questioned whether the NHL got its middle letter correct. Maybe hockey’s 
highest circuit should’ve been dubbed the NGL — National Goaltending 
League. 

For that last line of defence wields such a disproportionate influence over 
who hoists silver and who gets fired. 

To wit: In 2021-22, only four of hockey’s 16 playoff teams qualified for the 
tournament with a save percentage below the median (Minnesota, Los 
Angeles, Toronto, and Washington). None of them lived to see Round 2. 

Today, with the Maple Leafs losing two No. 1 workhorses over two off-
seasons, all eyes focus on their hopeful replacements, both of whom 

have plenty to prove. And must do so under a microscope that burns hot 
with criticism. 

Of the 61 NHL goalies who made at least 20 appearances last season, 
the injury-plagued Matt Murray ranked 36th in save percentage (.906) 
with the Ottawa Senators. New backup Ilya Samsonov ranked 25th with 
a .911 with the Washington Capitals. Their former clubs had no interest 
in keeping them around. 

Not-so-fun fact: Jack Campbell (now an Edmonton Oiler) secured more 
NHL victories last season (31) than Murray and Samsonov combined 
(28). 

Thus, the new tandem’s redemption becomes GM Kyle Dubas’s great 
wager. 

We’re not saying the high-scoring Maple Leafs need elite goaltending to 
thrive. Toronto scores in bunches and defends better than most would 
have you believe. 

We are saying they need at least a healthy and dependable man in pads 
— either one — to make one more save than his opponent at the other 
end. 

While another bout of first-round sadness clouds the fact, 2021-22 
marked the greatest regular season in Maple Leafs history. 

The final tally of Toronto’s gaudiest 82-game campaign: 54 wins, 115 
points, a plus-62 goal differential, the scariest power play in hockey, and 
13 players registering career highs in points. 

Entering ’21, Dubas correctly proclaimed that roster the best version he’d 
assembled under his tenure. 

Unfortunately, that assessment may still hold true now. 

While the defence corps essentially remains unaltered (we see you, Ilya 
Lyubushkin), it’s questionable whether notable losses in net (Campbell) 
and up front (Ilya Mikheyev, Ondrej Kase, Jason Spezza) have been 
upgraded with the arrivals of Murray, Samsonov, Calle Järnkrok, Nicolas 
Aubé-Kubel, and Adam Gaudette. 

We’re not sure the Leafs will score as many goals as last season (315), 
but with Florida, Tampa Bay and Boston all expected to regress slightly, 
they might not need to. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe has placed great emphasis on winning the Atlantic 
Division and securing home ice come spring. 

Alas, outdoing Tampa in the winter doesn’t guarantee you’ll do so by the 
thaw. 

Where the Maple Leafs fit and finish in what should be a less lopsided 
division will be a discussion. But it will be a moot one if the core can’t 
deliver in April. 

How hot are those seats? 

That historic 2021-22 showing began in a hole. Remember? 

The Maple Leafs got thumped, in succession, by the Sharks, Penguins 
and Hurricanes last October and — fair or not — job insecurity was in the 
air. 

With president Brendan Shanahan remaining loyal to Dubas, and Dubas 
sticking with his head coach and his core, after this group’s sixth 
consecutive one-and-done post-season, is management’s job on the 
line? 

Does Matt Murray trade put Kyle Dubas' job on the line? 

“I think it's a fair question. I feel it's on the line every year, and I'm judged 
at the end of every season. I don't necessarily feel there's more of a 
pressure; I just think it's a very important thing for me personally to help 
deliver for the organization,” Dubas said this summer. “Every day I'm 
getting up trying to do everything I can to help our organization, and 
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obviously the end goal is that we're having success when it matters — in 
the playoffs. 

“As much as we want to just fast-forward all the way there, if we skip all 
these steps, we’ll fall well short. So, I totally understand the question, but 
I don't treat it any differently. I put a lot of pressure on myself to deliver 
for the people who have hired me and the people that I work with. And 
that'll never change.” 

The Leafs can’t win October. 

If they start smooth, it’ll be, “OK, great. Wait till playoffs.” 

If they stumble, panic could percolate well before Game 7, and Daniel 
Craig won’t be the only one promoting knives out. 

What colour of cape should Matthew Knies pick out? 

The top-heaviness of assistant GM Brendon Pridham’s balance sheet 
could benefit from meaningful contributions via homegrown young 
players still on their entry-level contracts or emerging out of them. 

Is this the winter left wing Nick Robertson makes a permanent leap to the 
big club and punishes a few NHL goalies with his wicked shot? Can 
Timothy Liljegren and/or Rasmus Sandin not only continue their 
promising trajectory but vie for top-four minutes on the back end? 

Or does Leaf Nation gradually build all of its anticipation for the 
conclusion of the University of Minnesota Gophers’ season and place its 
great expectations on new hope Matthew Knies, who aims to give the 
roster a boost heading into the post-season. 

Will they win a freaking playoff round? 

In truth, there is only one question that needs answering. 

Yes, we’ll distract ourselves with fourth-line competition and John 
Tavares winger debates through the winter. Surely, external debate will 
be waged over how much bargains Michael Bunting and David Kämpf 
will command on their next contracts. 

Yet the only thing that matters cannot be addressed for months. 

Let’s recycle these words about the Maple Leafs, from Jon Cooper. 

“I see a hell of a hockey team,” the Lightning coach said, prior to 
extending Toronto’s run of playoff futility to 18 years. “They have been a 
hell of a hockey team that has run into some bad breaks come the 
spring. And it seems that, for whatever reason, they haven’t got over the 
hump yet. But they have a team that definitely can.” 

Yep, they can. 

But will they? 

7 bonus questions: Will Auston Matthews threepeat as Maurice “Rocket” 
Richard Trophy champ?... Can Mitch Marner snatch his denied 100-point 
campaign?... Is the possibility of a bold move — cough, Patrick Kane, 
cough — still in the cards?... Will Keefe try reuniting Marner with 
Tavares?... Who blinks first in the Rasmus Sandin contract standoff?... 
Do Justin Holl and Alexander Kerfoot skate out their current contracts in 
Toronto?... Does Zach Aston-Reese’s PTO lead to a roster spot? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators Rookie Camp Preview: Sanderson, Pinto finally 
back in action 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

September 13, 2022, 11:50 AM 

 

And so it begins. 

One of the most eventful off-seasons in Ottawa Senators history is about 
to evolve into one of the most anticipated regular-season campaigns in 
years. 

Things start gradually, with the Senators rookies gathering on Thursday 
for a morning skate before heading to Buffalo for a rookie tournament 
against three of Ottawa’s Atlantic Division rivals – the Montreal 
Canadiens, Boston Bruins and Buffalo Sabres. 

The tournament opens Friday for the Senators, with a 3:30 p.m. ET game 
against the Bruins rookies at the LECOM Harborcenter. On Sunday at 
noon, the Sens meet the Habs rookies and on Monday at 1:30 p.m., their 
tournament wraps up with a game against the host Sabres. 

Troy Mann, head coach of the AHL Belleville Senators, will coach the 
rookie Sens, assisted by David Bell, Ben Sexton and goalie coach Justin 
Peters. 

Mann will have some strong players on his bench, led by defenceman 
Jake Sanderson, expected to be a high-profile addition to Ottawa’s 2022-
23 roster. Sanderson, a standout for the University of North Dakota, 
suffered a string of health issues last season, and had his season cut 
short by a hand injury that required surgeries. Sanderson, a fifth overall 
draft pick of the Senators in 2020, has been skating in Ottawa for weeks 
and looks ready to go in Buffalo. 

Forwards Shane Pinto and Ridly Greig are also rebounding from injuries 
and are on the tournament roster, though development coach Shean 
Donovan told Le Droit the latter might not play at the tournament. Mads 
Sogaard is the top goalie prospect for Ottawa. 

Pinto, who made the Senators' NHL roster last year as a 20-year-old 
rookie out of camp, suffered a shoulder injury after just five games and 
did not return to action. 

In ideal circumstances, Pinto and Sanderson would both have been in 
Ottawa’s lineup late last season. Instead, the rookie tournament is a nice 
way for the former UND teammates to ease their way into NHL pre-
season action later this month. 

Greig’s injury was much more recent. A very effective centre for Team 
Canada at the recent World Junior Championship in Edmonton, Greig 
took a hit during quarterfinal action against Switzerland and missed the 
final two games, including the gold-medal win for Canada. 

Greig can also score, as he displayed to the world in Edmonton. 

Fans will also be keen to see winger Tyler Boucher in action, throwing his 
weight around in Buffalo against other rookies trying to make an 
impression. Boucher, who left Boston University mid-season to join the 
Ottawa 67’s, was a robust player for the OHL team and will likely be 
there again this year. Boucher, the son of former NHL goaltender Brian 
Boucher, was the Senators' 10th overall draft pick in 2021. 

The best of Ottawa’s rookies will be invited to the NHL team’s main 
camp, which begins Sept. 21 at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

Rather quickly, the Senators’ pre-season schedule kicks off with a pair of 
games in Toronto against the Maple Leafs on Sept. 24. 

Fans can’t wait to see their Senators in action, after a summer in which 
the team added forwards Claude Giroux and Alex DeBrincat to their 
roster and extended centre Tim Stützle with an eight-year, $66.8 million 
contract. 
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TSN.CA / Agent says former World Junior player unsure of what he 
witnessed in London hotel room 

 

Rick Westhead 

6-8 minutes 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

A player on Canada’s 2018 World Juniors hockey team who was present 
in a London, Ont., hotel room at the time of an alleged sexual assault told 
police during their initial investigation he was not a participant in what 
transpired and left the room unsure of what he had witnessed, the 
player’s agent told TSN in an interview. 

The agent said his client was invited by another player to come to a room 
in the Delta London Armouries Hotel early in the morning of June 19, 
2018. 

“My guy got a text message from one of his teammates that there was a 
party going on with pizza, so he went up to the room,” the agent said. “He 
did not know how to process what was going on when he saw what was 
happening in the room. He did not know if this was consensual group sex 
or if it was a sexual assault. 

“It’s true that he did not intervene and say stop. You can judge him for 
not intervening. What would you do in the same situation when you were 
a teenager? Is this something he should lose his career and reputation 
over?” 

The agent, who requested anonymity to protect the identity of his client, 
said the player left the room after about 10 minutes. 

The player was interviewed by London police in late 2018 after a woman 
alleged she was sexually assaulted on June 19, 2018, in a hotel room by 
eight hockey players – at least some of whom were members of 
Canada’s 2018 World Juniors team. While London police closed the case 
without filing charges in February 2019, they have since reopened the 
investigation. 

The agent said London detectives are now making plans for in-person 
interviews with players who were in the city for the Hockey Canada 
Foundation event that took place the evening before the alleged assault. 

“My guy has already spoken with police [in 2018] and he was completely 
honest with them, and he will be honest when police speak with him 
again,” the agent said. “My understanding is that police will be travelling 
to do interviews with players in person over the next few weeks.” 

Neither the woman in the case nor the players allegedly involved have 
been publicly identified.  

A London police spokesperson refused to answer specific questions 
about the investigation. 

“As this is an active criminal investigation, we are unable to speak further 
to the matter,” the spokesperson wrote in an email to TSN on Monday. 
“Appropriate information will be shared once the investigation has 
concluded.” 

The sexual assault allegations have cast a cloud over Hockey Canada in 
recent months and raised questions about the organization’s 
governance.  

After TSN reported in May that Hockey Canada had settled a lawsuit filed 
by the woman weeks earlier, a parliamentary committee began 
investigating the organization’s response to the allegation. 

Hockey Canada officials testified before the committee on June 20 that 
players from the 2018 World Juniors team initially had the option of 

refusing to participate in an investigation into the allegations. Hockey 
Canada hired Danielle Robitaille, a lawyer with the Toronto firm Henein 
Hutchison LLP, to lead its investigation. 

Robitaille testified July 26 she interviewed 10 of 18 players who were in 
London at the time of the alleged assault and that while she closed her 
investigation in 2019 because the complainant refused to speak with her, 
she has since reopened the file. Hockey Canada has said that it will 
name players who refuse to cooperate with Robitaille’s probe. 

Hockey Canada also continues to be scrutinized after admitting to 
building up a fund called the National Equity Fund to pay lawsuits, 
including those related to sexual assault claims, with money from player 
registrations without telling hockey parents about the nature of the fund. 
The organization has pledged it won’t use money from that fund in the 
future to settle sexual assault cases. 

Hockey Canada officials also testified in July that after its board agreed 
during an in-camera meeting to settle the women’s lawsuit this spring – 
on behalf of itself, the Canadian Hockey League, and the players who 
were allegedly involved in the incident – Hockey Canada did not 
document the vote in its meeting minutes. The organization also did not 
disclose the settlement to attorneys representing the players who 
allegedly were involved. 

Several sponsors have cut ties to Hockey Canada, the federal 
government has frozen its funding over the scandal, and board chair 
Michael Brind’Amour has resigned. 

Besides the London police and Hockey Canada, the NHL is also 
investigating the alleged assaults. Halifax police are also investigating an 
alleged sexual assault involving players from the 2003 World Juniors 
team after three sources told TSN they watched a video showing multiple 
players assaulting an unresponsive woman. 

A lawyer representing several players under investigation said in an 
interview with TSN in July that their clients told London police in late 
2018 that any physical contact between players and the woman was 
consensual. 

“The players say that the woman in this case was encouraging other 
players to participate,” the lawyer said. 

Lawyers for the players have said two videos filmed with a cellphone 
during and after the incident, as well as 35 text messages sent between 
the alleged victim and one of the players, are evidence that any contact 
between the woman and players was consensual. 

Shayan Shaffie, a Toronto defence attorney who represents clients 
accused of sexual assault, said in an interview that it would be unlikely 
for police to charge a player who was in the hotel room if they did not do 
anything to encourage a sexual assault or prevent the woman from 
leaving. 

“Generally speaking, criminal law isn’t concerned with people stopping a 
crime in process unless they have a specific duty of care,” said Shaffie, 
who is not involved in the case. “There is no punishment for not acting as 
a good Samaritan.” 

However, Shaffie said if a player did anything to “aid and abet” an 
assault, that could lead to them facing criminal charges. 

“If they helped or encouraged a sexual assault, by locking a door, or 
encouraging peers to engage in a sexual assault, or preventing the 
complainant from leaving the room, that could lead to liability for a 
player,” Shaffie said. 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 09.14.2022 


