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Could there be another Seth Jarvis for Canes in prospects showcase? 5 skaters to watch 

By Chip Alexander 

No one knows the importance of an NHL prospects 
showcase more than Seth Jarvis of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A year ago, the winger was a 19-year-old prospect who 
showcased himself well enough to earn a spot in the Canes’ 
preseason training camp, then a spot on the NHL roster. By 
season’s end, Jarvis was playing on the Canes’ top line 
centered by Sebastian Aho. 

Jarvis was on the Canes’ team that traveled to Tampa, 
Florida, for the 2021 NHL Prospects Showcase hosted by 
the Lightning. He said he had one thing in mind when he left 
Raleigh: 

“Be the best player,” he said. 

And not just the best player for the Hurricanes. 

“Be the best player in Tampa, on any team,” Jarvis said this 
week. “I wanted to be the guy everybody looked at and said, 
‘Whoa, I want to get to his level.’ I think I did a good job of 
that and it set me up good for camp.” 

Some of the NHL scouts who were in Tampa said Jarvis was 
just that — the best player on all four teams. 

There was little or no consideration during the preseason 
camp that Carolina’s 2020 first-round draft pick would be 
sent back to his junior team, the Portland Winterhawks of the 
Western Hockey League. He was making the big team. 

“He’s a very quick learner,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of the decision last season. “He doesn’t look out of 
place.” 

Jarvis would finish with 17 goals and 40 points as a rookie 
with the Canes, then have eight points in 14 Stanley Cup 
playoff games. He wasn’t out of place. 

With that said, there are other Canes prospects who will be 
hoping to follow Jarvis’ lead when the 2022 NHL Prospect 
Showcase begins this week — first at Invisalign Arena in 
Morrisville on Friday and then at PNC Arena on Sunday and 
Monday as the Canes play host to a showcase for the first 
time. 

It could be a tough task and a big ask. The Hurricanes, the 
Metropolitan Division winners in 2021-22, could have few if 
any roster spots available when preseason camp begins next 
week. 

Jarvis’ words of advice to those who will play against Florida, 
Nashville and Tampa Bay: 

“You can’t leave anything on the ice and you must try to be 
impressive every time you play,” he said. “You’re not only 
making an impression on our scouts and our staff but 
impressing other teams. If you don’t make it here there are 
31 other teams that might pick you up. 

“It’s about impressing everyone that watches and making 
sure they know you’re ready.” 

Who to watch? Here are five Hurricanes prospects: 

Forwards 

38 Noel Gunler 6-2, 176, Lulea, Sweden 

Gunler was a Canes second-round draft pick in 2020. 
Playing for Brynas in the Swedish Hockey League last 
season, the right-shot winger had 33 points in 52 games. He 
joined the Chicago Wolves of the AHL late last season and 
was in 10 playoff games in their Calder Cup run. 

92 Vasily Ponomarev 5-10, 180, Moscow, Russia 

Another second-round pick in 2020, the center joined the 
Chicago Wolves after the KHL season in Russia and also 
was a part of the Wolves’ Calder Cup championship. Scouts 
say he’s a 200-foot player and tough competitor. 

61 Ryan Suzuki 6-1, 183, London, Ontario 

It has been a tough go for the center taken 28th in the 2019 
draft by Carolina. An eye injury in junior hockey was a 
setback, and he was inconsistent last season with the AHL 
Wolves. This is another chance to shine. 

Defensemen 

84 Anttoni Honka 5-11, 190, Jyvaskyla, Finland 

A third-round pick in 2019, the right-shooting D signed a 
three-year entry-level contract with Canes in August. He 
played in 57 games for JVP in the Finnish top-division Liiga 
last season. 

43 Grigori Dronov 6-3, 201, Magnitogorsk, Russia 

Dronov, 24, is an invitee to the showcase who has played 
the past six seasons for Magnitogorsk Mettalurg of the KHL. 
Had 14 points in 24 games in the 2022 playoffs as Mettalurg 
lost in the Gagarin Cup finals. Was a member of Russia’s 
World Junior team in 2017. 

2022 NHL Prospects Showcase 

(Admission to all games is free) 

Friday, Sept. 16 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers (Invisalign Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators 
(Invisalign Arena) 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

Practice Day 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators (PNC Arena) 
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1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (PNC Arena)

 

 

 

Pronman: The most interesting NHL 2022-23 training camp prospects from each team 

By Corey Pronman 

As NHL training camps prepare to open for the 2022-23 
season, it is time to highlight the most interesting prospect to 
follow for each NHL team. 

This list is not meant to simply outline every team’s top 
prospect, but instead identify the player whose progress will 
be the most fascinating to follow this fall, mostly with an eye 
toward players who could help their clubs soon. 

Anaheim Ducks — Jacob Perreault, RW: Perreault has 
already played two pro seasons before the age of 20. He 
was very good in 2020-21 in the AHL and good but not as 
productive this prior season. Perreault is viewed as a highly 
talented scorer, but scouts would like him to be more 
consistent and have more pace dating back to his junior 
days. He’s now not a junior-aged player anymore, and I will 
be curious if he can show he can be an effective player 
versus an NHL defenseman, particularly at even strength. 

Arizona Coyotes — Victor Soderstrom, RHD: Soderstrom 
has been solid versus men for several years, but for a guy 
viewed as a dynamic offensive player — which is why he 
was selected with the No. 11 pick — he has yet to light it up 
versus AHL players. He’s 21 years old, and now is his time 
to show he can drive play and make things happen at the 
highest level. On a thin Coyotes team, Soderstrom should be 
showing some signs of breaking through into an everyday 
player. 

Boston Bruins — John Beecher, C: The Bruins have a light 
farm system, but one of the bright moments for the team 
prospect-wise was how well Beecher played when he turned 
pro at the end of the 2021 season after a tough junior season 
at Michigan. If he can even show some offense at camp, to 
go with the great speed and size he has, that could show 
promise of a guy who can play NHL games soon, and maybe 
someone who was just buried in a deep Michigan lineup. 

Buffalo Sabres — John-Jason Peterka, LW: Buffalo has a lot 
of young talent coming up, and potential high picks such as 
Owen Power and Jack Quinn will be front and center at 
camp and likely on the big club. The camp of second-round 
pick JJ Peterka, who had a marvelous 19-year-old season in 
the AHL and outperformed Quinn in the playoffs, will be 
highly intriguing. This is a guy who is on a sharp upward 
development curve and could conceivably outplay some 
higher-profile names at camp. 

Calgary Flames — Jakob Pelletier, LW: Pelletier had a great 
rookie AHL season and is the most likely player in the 

Flames system to break through at camp into an NHL role. 
He’s never been the biggest or fastest, so how well he 
handles the NHL pace will be a good test at camp, but he’s 
super smart and competitive. 

Carolina Hurricanes — Jack Drury, C: Drury has been a big 
part of an SHL and AHL championship run over the last two 
seasons and seems primed to make the Hurricanes roster. 
I’d be surprised if he wasn’t an opening day guy for them, but 
he still needs to prove it at camp, especially given he’s not 
the quickest skater. I think, because of how hard he works, 
he’ll be an easy guy for the coaching staff to like and keep. 

Chicago Blackhawks — Lukas Reichel, LW: Reichel will be 
front and center at Chicago camp after a big year in the AHL 
and a lot of opportunities available on their roster. He’s a 
well-rounded forward who plays a pro-style game and I can 
see him having immediate success with Chicago. 

Colorado Avalanche — Martin Kaut, RW: Kaut’s name has 
gotten buried a little on a deep Colorado depth chart, but 
there’s some opportunity on the wings this season for him to 
break through, he will just need to seize the opportunity. I still 
like his game; he’s a big winger who can skate, has some 
skill and plays both ways so I can see him having a big 
camp. 

Columbus Blue Jackets — Kirill Marchenko, RW: Marchenko 
took some time to sign with Columbus, but now that he’s in 
Ohio he is right up there in short-term intrigue for an 
organization that also has a lot of high picks in recent years 
coming to camp. Marchenko has a lot of NHL tools between 
his size, speed and skill, and in a new environment, it will be 
interesting to see if he can flourish. 

Dallas Stars — Ty Dellandrea, C: Dellandrea was a top-15 
pick by the Stars in 2018 and has yet to break through as a 
full-time regular. His pure scoring may never be great, but he 
has a lot of pro elements in his game. This is a big camp for 
him, as he’s a year out from needing waivers. The Stars 
lineup could use a little more talent up front and it would be 
ideal if Dellandrea could break through. 

Detroit Red Wings — Simon Edvinsson, LHD: After his great 
18-year-old season in the SHL, I thought Edvinsson looked 
like a strong candidate to be an NHLer in 2022-23. After a 
shaky summer world juniors though, I’m more 50-50 on that 
idea. It will make his camp fascinating and it will be 
interesting to see how the highly-toolsy defenseman does 
with the NHL pace and if he’s ready to be an everyday guy at 
that level. 
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Edmonton Oilers — Dylan Holloway, LW: I feel like Philip 
Broberg is a near lock to start up with the club, so my intrigue 
turns to Holloway, who got a few shifts in a playoff game last 
season. He plays hard and has a game that can play at the 
bottom of a lineup. My guess is he probably ends up going to 
the AHL for a bit, especially with how much time he missed 
from injury last season, but it wouldn’t shock me if he forces 
the Oilers’ hand at camp. 

Florida Panthers — Justin Sourdif, RW: I wanted to put first-
round pick Grigori Denisenko here but I was unsure if he was 
ready for training camp when writing it. In his absence, my 
attention turns to Sourdif, who has played very well in junior 
since being drafted in the third round by the Panthers. I don’t 
expect him to make the roster by any means, but Florida has 
thinned out their farm system and if someone gets hurt, I 
could see Sourdif as one of the first names up — if he has a 
good camp and start in the AHL. 

Los Angeles Kings — Alex Turcotte, C: There’s a lot of camp 
intrigue for the Kings due to their deep farm system, but it’s 
fair to say a lot of eyes will be on Turcotte, the 2019 No. 5 
pick. After a so-so start to his pro career, it’s fair to start 
expecting some better returns this upcoming season. He’s a 
very good player, but looking at the Kings roster, there isn’t 
an obvious spot for him to fill. A hopeful strong camp for 
Turcotte will be about forcing his way onto the club, or 
looking good enough to be the first injury call-up option. 

Minnesota Wild — Marco Rossi, C: The Wild signing Sam 
Steel created more roster competition for Rossi, their 2020 
top-10 pick. Rossi has a strong chance to make the Wild, but 
he’s not a lock and it will be an intriguing roster competition 
to follow. He had a strong first full pro season, but he’s also a 
year removed from missing a season due to significant 
COVID-19 complications and slowed down a bit in the 
second half, so it wouldn’t be the worst thing to allow him to 
dominate the level before moving up. 

Montreal Canadiens — Juraj Slafkovsky, LW: The much-
discussed No. 1 pick of the 2022 NHL Draft, Slafkovsky will 
have a lot of eyes on him at Canadiens camp. After his year 
in TPS, I probably wouldn’t call him a shoo-in to be in the 
NHL all season, which is what makes his camp process a 
headline to watch. I think ultimately he will stick and stick all 
season due to how talented he is, but we’ll see how it goes. 

Nashville Predators — Yaroslav Askarov, G: Askarov looked 
like a no-doubt quality-starting goalie coming up into his draft 
year. Since then he’s had very good stretches and then 
some tougher stretches, especially this past season, 
compounded by a lack of playing time over the last two 
years. Now in Nashville’s system full-time, he will have more 
opportunities in the AHL. He doesn’t need to look NHL-ready 
at camp; they can take their time with him. 

New Jersey Devils — Alexander Holtz, RW: Holtz was very 
successful in the AHL as a teenager, and the 2020 No. 7 
pick will have a lot of eyes on him at camp as he enters his 
20-year-old season. He’s expected to compete for a full-time 
job, although it’s not clear exactly where that job will be in the 
Devils’ top nine, so he will need to play well enough to steal 
someone’s role in all likelihood. 

New York Islanders — William Dufour, RW: Dufour and Aatu 
Raty are the Islanders’ top two prospects coming into camp. 

Dufour is the one I chose to highlight because the path to a 
winger job being stolen seems easier than a center job, even 
if both are likely heading to Bridgeport. Dufour has 
developed very well over the last few years as a big, highly-
skilled winger who can shoot the puck at a top level. His 
skating isn’t the best so I will be curious to see how he 
handles the NHL pace. 

New York Rangers — Vitali Kravtsov, RW: After it seemed 
like Kravtsov and the Rangers were barreling toward a 
divorce, he’s expected to compete for a job with the team 
and is likely to start the season on the roster. Kravtsov has 
the clear tools to be a top-six forward in the league due to his 
large frame and high-end offensive skills, but his consistency 
and pace issues have dogged him for years. If he can look 
like a player at camp, it will be a massive boost to the 
Rangers. 

Ottawa Senators — Ridly Greig, C: There are a lot of options 
to pick from for Ottawa, and it’s not 100 percent Greig will 
actually be healthy in time for camp, but it’s likely he will be. 
Greig is coming off a great world juniors and junior career, 
and also provides a unique blend of tenacity and skill. I 
expect he’ll likely start the year in Belleville, but I could see 
him push some veterans at their camp. 

Philadelphia Flyers — Tyson Foerster, RW: Foerster missed 
most of last season due to injury and wasn’t that productive 
in his brief amount of OHL games, but played well in the 
most recent world juniors. I don’t expect him to make the 
Flyers, but if he does play well and look like a prime call-up 
option, it would be a much-needed positive sign for the 
organization. 

Pittsburgh Penguins — Samuel Poulin, LW: Poulin had a fine 
rookie pro season in the AHL but didn’t blow down doors for 
a scoring winger. He’s a good player, and the Penguins need 
some youth pushing for roster spots given how old their 
roster is. 

San Jose Sharks — William Eklund, LW: Eklund had a great 
camp a year ago and looked solid in his trial run with the 
Sharks. He was then sent back to Sweden where he was 
good enough but only scored one goal in 29 SHL games. It 
will be important for Eklund to show why the Sharks invested 
a No. 7 pick in him and hopefully force his way onto the team 
at camp. 

Seattle Kraken — Shane Wright, C: I think people from 
across the hockey world will be interested to see how Wright, 
the one-time consensus No. 1 pick, does at his first NHL 
camp after being selected at No. 4. Does he stick with the 
Kraken? Is he good enough to play all year or is he a bubble 
guy out of camp? 

St. Louis Blues — Jake Neighbours, LW: Neighbours made 
the Blues out of camp briefly last season so it shouldn’t be a 
surprise he’s highlighted again this year. There are winger 
spots up for grabs in the St. Louis lineup, and Neighbours 
has enough skill and competitiveness in his game to 
potentially snatch one of those up. 

Tampa Bay Lightning — Gage Goncalves, LW: Tampa likely 
doesn’t have a ton of immediate help coming from their farm 
system, but one player who is trending well is Goncalves, 
who was solid as a rookie pro. He’s not on the cusp of 
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making the Bolts, but he could help his call-up case with 
some good preseason games. 

Toronto Maple Leafs — Nicholas Robertson, LW: Robertson 
produced well in the AHL last season when healthy. He’s a 
highly skilled and competitive winger who can shoot the puck 
very well even though he lacks size and speed. There aren’t 
a ton of openings in the Leafs’ forward group, but Robertson 
could position himself as the clear first call-up if a top-nine 
winger goes down with a good camp. 

Vancouver Canucks — Linus Karlsson, RW: Having gone 
two of the last three seasons without a first-round pick, 
Vancouver doesn’t have a ton of high-profile prospects 
coming into camp. The one I’m most interested in is 
Karlsson, who was traded to the Canucks in exchange for 
Jonathan Dahlen and had a good year in the SHL. Karlsson 
is a very skilled forward with decent size. If he can look like a 
real player and be able to play at the NHL speed, he could 
be nice depth for this organization even if he’s probably a 
winger in the league. 

Vegas Golden Knights — Ivan Morozov, C: Vegas has a 
couple of players I have rated higher than Morozov, such as 
Brendan Brisson and Lukas Cormier, but Morozov intrigues 

me most going into their camp. He didn’t have a great 
season in Russia, but prior to that he was developing quite 
well and looked good versus men. Can he find his form again 
and provide some much-needed immediate young depth for 
Vegas? 

Washington Capitals — Hendrix Lapierre, C: Lapierre had a 
great camp a year ago and made the Capitals last season 
before being sent back to the QMJHL after a trial run. He 
was good in junior but didn’t light it up as expected for such a 
skilled playmaker and ended up being cut from Canada’s 
U20 team. It begs the question: Which is the real Lapierre 
and how will he look at the next Caps camp? Whether he 
plays at a quick enough pace versus better players is a big 
question in his game, but he has a ton of skill. 

Winnipeg Jets — Cole Perfetti, LW: Perfetti got games with 
the Jets midseason before an injury knocked him out for the 
rest of 2022-23. He’s expected to be ready for camp and 
compete for a spot in the Jets’ top nine. The pace of the NHL 
game has always been the main question with Perfetti — 
never his skill — but he looked good in his brief time with the 
Jets, especially for a teenager, so I can see him breaking 
camp with the club. 
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NHL Player Tiers: Why Connor McDavid leads our Top 100 rankings for 2022-23

It’s the third annual NHL Player Tiers, where we place the 
top 100 skaters into four groups: the MVPs, the franchise 
players, the All-Stars, and the bonafide top-liners. The goal is 
simple: blend analytics and scouting to figure out where the 
league’s best stand going into the 2022-23 season. 

This is more than one person’s ranking, it’s more than the 
results of a model, and it’s more than the collected 
perspective of various people inside the game. We want this 
to be the most complete list of hockey’s best that you can 
find, one that started based on numbers, then morphed into 
what it is today after hours of discussions internally and 
externally. 

Each player’s projected GSVA for next season served as the 
starting point for Sean Gentille, Shayna Goldman, Dom 
Luszczyszyn and Corey Pronman to start moving names up 
or down to their best-suited position. Hours were spent 
debating each player’s individual value, context and 
trajectory before a preliminary list was sent off to front offices 
around the league. From that feedback, we shifted players 
again combining quantifiable data with qualitative opinions. 

What makes this game so interesting is everyone sees it 
differently. There is no absolute standard for player value. No 
model or eye test is beyond questioning. Different strokes for 
different folks — and combining all those things into one 
amalgamated list is the point. The debate doesn’t end there; 
each sub-tier features our own thoughts, opinions and 
concerns surrounding each player’s position. Below you’ll 
find the results of our exercise tier-by-tier. A full list can be 
found at the bottom of the article. 

Before we get to our tier-by-tier look at how each player fell 
where he did, let’s get a few bits out of the way. Game Score 
Value Added, or GSVA, listed as the first stat in the charts, is 
the resulting metric of Dom’s model, a one-stat-fits-all 
valuation of a player. The other stats are projected stats for 
the 2022-23 season — goals, assists, points, individual 
expected goals, penalty differential and five-on-five 
(offensive and defensive) impact, plus an adjustment for the 
difficulty of each player’s minutes. 

As for the groupings themselves: Tier 1 is the MVP-caliber 
best-of-the-best. Tier 2 is franchise players Stanley Cup 
contenders are built around. Tier 3 is made up of All-Star 
difference-makers. Tier 4 are bonafide top-pair and top-line 
guys. 

Each tier is divided into three sub-tiers. The gap between 
lettered groups is smaller than the ones between numbered 
groups. In other words, the difference between players in 1B 
and 1C is less significant than 1C and 2A. 

Tier 1: MVP 

Tier 1A 

The Big Debate: Who is the best player in the world? 

Last year’s Big Debate in Tier 1A was whether Connor 
McDavid had done enough with his special 2021 season to 
truly separate himself from the rest of the world. This year, 
there were still scouts who wanted us to lower the non-
McDavid players so he could be in his own tier. 

The 2021-22 season was a rollercoaster with regard to that 
discussion. 

Auston Matthews scored 60 goals in 73 games — the 
highest goals-per-game rate since Mario Lemieux had 69 in 
70 games back in 1995-96 — while also adding a Selke-
caliber two-way game to the mix. His five-on-five numbers 
were nearly as gaudy as his goal totals en route to his first 
Hart Trophy and a legitimate claim to being the best player in 
the world. He is the league’s most complete player and 
played at a seven-win rate last season according to GSVA. 
That’s the highest mark in the analytics era. 

Cale Makar did it all from the back end, a transcendent force 
that dominated every zone. He scored 28 goals and 86 
points in 77 games while providing elite defense, winning his 
first Norris Trophy in the process. His 5.8-win pace was by 
far the highest in the analytics era for a defender. If that 
wasn’t enough, Makar’s playoff performance was even better 
where he scored 29 points in 20 games en route to a Conn 
Smythe Trophy. It was the highest playoff points-per-game 
rate for a defenseman since Bryan Leetch in 1994. 

McDavid had another extraordinary regular season, but what 
Matthews and Makar did was special enough to make each 
player worthy of consideration as the league’s top dog. In 
Matthews’ case, he could’ve overtaken McDavid, just as Alex 
Ovechkin did at times with Sidney Crosby. 

Then, McDavid’s show-stopping playoffs left no doubt. The 
top dog is Connor. It’s always Connor. 

McDavid’s playoffs were exhilarating night in and night out, 
arguably the best hockey we’ve seen in decades. He looked 
downright unstoppable until meeting the league’s best team, 
when even his dominance wasn’t enough. Still, his ability to 
drag an otherwise ordinary club to that point was 
otherworldly — the stuff of legends. 

It was his “Watch the Throne” moment, his Michael Jordan 
“I’m going to prove I’m better” performance. He heard the 
debates and he shut them down when the games mattered 
most. 

Tier 1A is special, with an extremely high caliber of hockey 
between the trio. When was the last time the NHL had three 
players this good playing at the same time? So good, in fact, 
that we had to create a third sub-group in Tier 1 to properly 
show the separation these three have over the rest of the 
league. 

It’s the most dynamic player the hockey world has ever seen. 
It’s a goal-scoring machine with an elite defensive game. It’s 
a defenseman who can single-handedly take over games 
with or without the puck on his stick. There’s no one like 
them; three unicorns. 

Tier 1B 

The Big Debate: Would you take Leon Draisaitl or Nathan 
MacKinnon?  

The apology card for Nathan MacKinnon is in the mail. He 
dropped out of Tier 1A — where he lived last year, alongside 
McDavid and Matthews — despite an 88-point regular 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 15, 2022 

 

season. Given how things worked out for him in June, our 
guess is that he won’t mind. There’s no gigantic trophy 
awarded to 1A players … yet. Still, his “drop” says something 
about the standard we’re working with here. An injury-dotted 
season from one guy, combined with sustained 
transcendence from a few others, is enough to create 
separation. The margin is that slim. 

The net result? Our exercise has MacKinnon still as one of 
the five top forwards in the league, albeit the second-best 
player on his own team. 

“(MacKinnon) is older than (McDavid and Draisaitl),” one 
source said. “No one, even Colorado fans, disputes Makar is 
better than MacKinnon. Could they be in the same tier still? 
Potentially, but I think when you’re looking at the top of the 
league, they’re on the right side of the aging curves. 
MacKinnon isn’t old, but he’s older than everyone else. He 
wasn’t bad this year, it just wasn’t him in the MVP race.” 

On the other end is Draisaitl, who held his 1B status in part 
on the strength of a 55-goal regular season and a one-
legged playoff run that, for better or worse, added to his 
overall cache. When you score 32 points in 16 postseason 
games in the face of obvious pain and physical limitation, 
you’ve earned the benefit of the doubt — and some lofty 
comparables. 

“I think Draisaitl is our era’s Jaromir Jagr,” said one scout 
who argued to put him higher. 

All told, the parallels between our two subjects are obvious. 
Ultra-elite as their skill sets are, and through no fault of their 
own, they’re riding shotgun on their own rosters. Choosing 
between them is ultimately a matter of preference. If you 
want borderline maniacal, alpha-dog leadership from your 1C 
(and a skating stride that might leave cracks in arena floors), 
look to Denver. If you’d rather have one of the most 
dangerous power-play weapons of his generation and pure 
goal-scoring greatness, go with Edmonton. Both players are 
productive. Both are complete. The tip-top of their skill sets is 
what makes the choice fun — and what makes it difficult. 

Thankfully — and appropriately — we didn’t have to make it. 
MacKinnon and Draisaitl are neighbors on our chart for a 
reason. 

Hedman no longer the best defender in the world  

There probably isn’t a better example of how this process 
works — or should work, at least — than Victor Hedman. 
Last fall, he shared a tier with Makar despite coming off a (by 
his standard) subpar regular season. Our reasoning — and 
that of the folks we spoke to — was simple enough. He was 
dealing with an injury ahead of playoffs, then made his now-
customary jump to superhuman status once the games 
counted for more. Hedman earned the benefit of the doubt, 
even when the numbers didn’t quite support him. His track 
record is too long, and his impact is too enormous, to make it 
any other way. He does everything, and he does it well. 

Lo and behold, he bounced back. Good as the results were, 
though, and sterling as his reputation remains, he’s behind 
Makar. That’s through no fault of his own. It’s a testament to 
how remarkable Makar was last season and is likely to 
remain for the foreseeable future. In 2021, Hedman gave us 
every reason in the world to keep them together. In 2022, 

Makar has given us ample reason to split them up. 
Hedman’s trump card — the ability to go from great to 
greater in the postseason — isn’t playable anymore because 
of what we witnessed from Makar. He’s leading the race for 
second place, though, with a trophy case that probably has 
some remaining space. 

Tier 1C 

The Big Debate: What is Roman Josi’s value? 

If you were dreading a relitigation of the Norris Trophy race, 
have no fear. Makar beat Josi in that space, just as he beat 
him here. In our case, the choice was simpler. Josi’s 
production for the Predators last season, remarkable as it 
was, can’t compete with Makar’s overall game or 
stratospheric potential. 

Our more important task was figuring out where Josi placed 
within the next wave of defensemen. “Alone,” as it turns out. 
There was a decent amount of movement within the Josi-
Adam Fox-Charlie McAvoy class throughout the process, 
and it didn’t stop until the end. 

Does Josi land by himself if his 2021-22 point total doesn’t 
quite reach Paul Coffey territory? Maybe not — but it did. 
There’s no arguing 96 points from a defenseman. Factor in 
how Josi got them — by serving as, effectively, the point 
man for Nashville’s five-on-five offense whenever he was on 
the ice — and the number gets even more substantive. The 
things that gave Makar the edge in the Norris race, like 
defensive impacts, quality of competition and penalty-kill 
time, don’t loom quite as large when the competition dips a 
tick or two. 

Beyond that, Josi’s strengths remain his strengths. Even 
now, because of how heavily Nashville relies on him in 
transition and how desperately the Preds needed those 
points on their run to the postseason, his game profiles a 
little more as “MVP candidate” than Norris winner. That value 
is worth rewarding here, especially after Josi’s play dipped in 
2021. He bounced back in a historic way at 32. In plenty of 
other seasons, that would’ve been enough to get him a 
second Norris. 

As for Fox and McAvoy? They stay put in Tier 2A. McAvoy, 
after having the stronger 2021-22 of the two, came closer to 
making the jump — and there’s plenty of reason, at just 24, 
to believe that it’ll happen for him soon. His underlying 
numbers are fantastic, and his usage is in line with what we 
typically see from Norris candidates, but the five-on-five 
production isn’t quite there yet. The sense is that he has a 
true monster season ahead of him. It just hasn’t happened 
yet. 

In Fox’s case, that season came in 2020-21. Last season 
represented a bit of a dip, but it’d also be unfair to actually 
punish him, especially since he and McAvoy are the same 
age. Both are likely to improve — and even if that doesn’t 
come to pass, they’re outstanding as is. They just did a little 
less for their teams than Josi — and that could change. 

Crosby, Barkov and the importance of an elite center  

Success in hockey starts up the middle. It’s why it should be 
no surprise that Tier 1 is full of centers, making up six of the 
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seven forwards listed. It’s by far the most important position 
in the sport, and it’s how most Cup contenders are built. 

The Penguins have been contenders for 15 years, and it’s 
mainly because of Sidney Crosby, an all-time great who has 
lived in this tier for his entire career. Even at 35, he makes 
the cut as he doesn’t seem to be slowing down. Last year he 
scored at a 100-point pace while continuing to maintain his 
elite five-on-five influence. He remains a game-changer and 
showed that in the playoffs with one of his finest postseason 
performances in years. He’s still got the juice. 

“The thing I think sets him apart from other players is he’s 
the superstar grinder,” an NHL team executive said. “He’s 
not just flying through the neutral zone with the puck. He’s 
doing that and he’s in the corners, he’s in front of the net, 
and he’s outworking the opponent. He’s quintessential to 
what every hockey person wants out of their players.” 

Aleksander Barkov is the newest addition to Tier 1, a title he 
nearly deserved after his Selke-winning performance in 
2021. We wanted to see him do it again — and he did with a 
4.6-win pace that matched his dominance from the previous 
season. He’s Florida’s MVP and one of the very best two-
way forwards in the game. He’s a monster on and off the 
puck. 

Kucherov, all alone 

If you’re going to have only one winger in the MVP tier, it 
may as well be a winger who had 93 points over the last 
three postseasons. Kucherov is a truly dynamic player with 
the puck on his stick, displaying special puck skills and 
vision. He’s a very competitive forward as well who has 
consistently shown he can elevate his play in the highest 
leveraged environments, with a better career points per 
game in the playoffs than in the regular season. His playoff 
resume is a huge reason for his inclusion in Tier 1. 

Wingers don’t usually get this type of slotting because they’re 
not usually the play drivers on their line, either due to a lack 
of elite speed or size. It’s a job reserved for the center and it 
takes a special breed of talent to play at such a high level 
and command such value from the perimeter. Kucherov is 
that player, an exception to the rule with how much offense 
he generates for Tampa Bay. 

“If Kucherov was on a big market team and healthy, he 
would be in the 1A conversation,” said one NHL scout. 

Tier 2: Franchise Player 

Tier 2A 

The Big Debate: Is Marner an MVP-caliber winger?  

For two straight seasons, Mitch Marner has been a first-team 
all-star, voted as the league’s top right winger. What’s a guy 
gotta do to make it to Tier 1? 

This exercise started with Marner in Tier 1C, right next to 
Kucherov — but the more we looked at it, the more it 
seemed like he fit with the next group of wingers. That’s no 
knock on Marner. It’s just really hard to make it to Tier 1 as a 
winger. 

“I think 2A is a better place for him. Those other players, you 
would find somebody who would say that they’re the best 

player in the game or the second-best player in the game. I 
don’t think you’re going to find anyone who says that about 
Marner,” an NHL analyst said. 

It’s hard to create an MVP-caliber influence off the wing. 
Kucherov is the only winger who made the cut, mostly due to 
his incredible ability to elevate his game come playoff time. 
He’s been a playoff beast in a way Marner obviously has not. 
Marner had the edge during the last regular season due to 
his dominance at five-on-five, but playoff excellence matters. 
There’s a world of difference there at the moment between 
the two for the title of best winger in hockey. 

There’s also “The Matthews Effect.” Marner is elite in his own 
right, a massive presence on Toronto’s top line that has 
helped Matthews achieve stratospheric heights. But that 
relationship likely overstates Marner’s own value. In Tampa, 
Kucherov is the clear driver. In Toronto, Marner is second-in-
command. 

It’s hard to ignore what Marner has done over the last two 
seasons. Not just offensively, but defensively as well. There 
aren’t many 100-plus point wingers who kill penalties as 
effectively. But Tier 1 is a high bar. Marner is on the cusp, 
but he’s probably closer to the next two wingers on the list 
than Kucherov and his extensive playoff resume. 

“I was willing to move him down with Gaudreau and Kaprizov 
— the seasons they just had, I don’t know if he’s a full row 
ahead of that,” an analyst said. 

Kaprizov, Rantanen and elite play-driving wingers 

Centers reign supreme and there’s always love for the big-
minute all-around defender. When it comes to building a 
contender, those two positions are the foundational tenets of 
success and wings are less of a priority. That’s evident from 
the players that made the cut in Tier 1. 

But there are exceptions to the rule: wingers who can drive a 
line. Like Marner, Kirill Kaprizov and Mikko Rantanen fit that 
bill. 

Kaprizov entered the league with a bang, arriving in Tier 3A 
after one year. After another electrifying season with the Wild 
where he produced even more (108 points), he’s now a 
bonafide franchise player on the cusp of MVP-caliber. We 
had scouts arguing he should be in the MVP tier, with one 
saying he doesn’t believe the Wild are a playoff team without 
Kaprizov. He was at that level last season. He just needs to 
prove it again. 

He’s the unquestioned driver of his line, turning Ryan 
Hartman into a top-line center and Mats Zuccarello into a 
point-per-game player. He’s a unique winger, with excellent 
speed, skill, creativity, scoring ability and competitiveness. 
That makes it easier to distinguish his individual value 
compared to Marner and Rantanen — right-hand men to Tier 
1 superstars. Their grouping suggests a belief that they 
would perform similarly within the same context. Rantanen’s 
five-on-five impact last season was stronger than 
MacKinnon’s. Put him in Minnesota instead of Kaprizov and 
the difference is likely negligible. 

Two young No. 1s stay put … for now 
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McAvoy and Fox have quickly emerged as two of the best 
defensemen in the league over just three NHL seasons. For 
the second straight season, the pair lands in 2A. 

McAvoy has many of the traits of a prototypical shutdown 
defender. He’s a great skater, he’s physical, he can absorb 
the toughest minutes for his team and limit quality chances. 
The knock against him is he doesn’t have the scoring luck of 
some of his counterparts. Still, he finished the 2021-22 
season with the best expected goal rate by a defender with 
63 percent, and was impactful in the Bruins’ efforts to turn 
defensive plays into offense. 

Fox, on the other hand, has scoring touch and has already 
won a Norris Trophy. His elite vision, puck distribution and 
hockey IQ have helped mitigate some of the drawbacks of 
his skating. But what’s pushed him to this level is his ability 
to also suppress offense against while taking on top 
competition. Had he matched his Norris year, maybe he’d 
have made the jump up a tier. But it wasn’t quite as good, 
and his postseason didn’t pop either. 

Right now, there’s some separation between them and Josi 
in Tier 1C, but given their respective ages that could change 
in the near future. 

“McAvoy and Fox don’t deserve it now, but as Tier 1C guys 
next year, I can see them separating from Josi,” an analyst 
said. 

Tier 2B 

The Big Debate: What will Gaudreau and Tkachuk do in new 
locales? 

Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk are both coming off 
career years on one of the best lines in the league, with 
Gaudreau finishing top five in Hart Trophy voting. How much 
the 2021-22 season should have raised their stocks in the 
tiers was the big debate. 

Gaudreau is coming off a 115-point season that landed him 
third in scoring behind only McDavid and Jonathan 
Huberdeau. The winger was one of the best in the league at 
generating offense in transition and was quite possibly the 
top passer of the season. Gaudreau wasn’t an empty-calorie 
scorer or leaning on the power play to boost his stats. He 
was incredibly impactful at five-on-five. 

Still, analysts and scouts both questioned where exactly he 
belongs in these tiers. 

“Gaudreau had an amazing season and is a great player, but 
I don’t think that’s what you can expect from him going 
forward,” said one NHL executive. “I also don’t know if you 
can win in the playoffs paying a winger his size nearly $10 
million.” 

“We’re valuing someone whose primary benefit is offensive 
ability as if he’s going to produce 90 or 100 points each year, 
and I’m not sure he’s proven that’s what he is. I don’t believe 
that at age 29 he suddenly got a lot better,” an analyst 
added. 

The conversation revolving around Tkachuk is a bit different. 
He’s 24 and in the prime of his career, so this isn’t a debate 
about whether he can repeat based on age. It’s whether he’s 
as high caliber as his 2021-22 suggests. 

Tkachuk’s breakout season pushed his value up with some 
of the best in the league. Along with a career-high 104 points 
that ranked eighth in the league, he was excellent at five-on-
five and a positive on the power play. The winger’s skill set 
— which includes having the hands to make slick plays in the 
scoring areas while also not shying away from the rugged, 
physical side of the game — makes him an enticing player to 
many. 

But that’s not the only viewpoint held. 

“I think Matthew Tkachuk is overrated,” one analyst said, 
adding that his presence on a supercharged top line plays 
tricks on public models, while his gritty edge and pesty antics 
simultaneously trick the old guard to make him a bigger deal 
than he is. 

Tkachuk will still have high-end help to facilitate his game in 
Florida, most notably in Barkov. But he won’t have that same 
support he had in Calgary, which may test where he truly 
belongs. The same goes for Gaudreau, who will be on a 
much weaker Blue Jackets team. 

“The repeatability of 100-plus points is hard. And I don’t think 
at their core they’re both 100-point players. You’re probably 
going to see some regression there,” an analyst added. 

Their career seasons helped fuel a bump in the tiers — 
Tkachuk from 3B and Gaudreau from 4A. But how the 
wingers measure up to the lofty expectations they set for 
themselves should be telling. 

Splitting up “The Perfection Line” 

Patrice Bergeron’s return to Boston means a lot of things and 
for the Bruins, most of them are good. For other forwards 
hoping to win a Selke Trophy? We’ve got some bad news. 
For us, another season of Bergeron means another season 
of trying to adequately rank the members of “The Perfection 
Line.” 

Last season’s placements might’ve been surprising. David 
Pastrnak’s goal-scoring ability and Brad Marchand’s 
pace/playmaking/production — combined with Bergeron’s 
age — put them a half-step ahead. It wasn’t an easy call, but 
it felt correct. It was also one of the more contentious calls of 
the project. 

Flash forward a year, and all three are still in the same 
neighborhood, but the specifics have shifted a bit. 
Marchand’s season wasn’t his best, and Bergeron turned 
back the clock. It made sense to treat them as a pair. 
Pastrnak, another 40-goal season aside, doesn’t move the 
needle enough elsewhere at the moment — relatively — to 
hang with Marchand and Bergeron. It’s not meant as a 
knock, but someone has to benefit (at least a bit) from 
arrangements like that one. It took Marchand years to earn 
credit as a year-in, year-out equal partner with Bergeron. 
Pastrnak, it seems, isn’t there yet … and he might be running 
out of time. 

Let’s just agree to enjoy Bergeron — as an individual player 
and the leader of one of the era’s best trios — while we can. 
If not for his age (37), there’d be plenty of reason to have him 
even higher. 
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“I mean, I hate to use the ‘he does all the little things’ excuse 
but he does all the little things right,” one source said. “And 
just his net impact on the game is as good or better than 
pretty much anybody in the league save for that top handful 
of players.” 

Breadman takes a dip  

It may seem like an odd choice for Artemi Panarin to be 
demoted a sub-tier after setting a career-high 96 points. But 
there’s a reason he’s separated from some of those play-
driving wingers of 2A. It’s his five-on-five play. 

As much as Panarin was a difference-maker for the Rangers 
in 2021-22 with his scoring abilities, his impact wasn’t at the 
levels of years past. A coaching change may have influenced 
that, while teammate quality also seemed to weigh on his 
five-on-five game. Before the deadline, in particular, Panarin 
wasn’t as impactful on the Rangers’ offensive creation, and 
their play in their own end was rough. It turned around when 
a more capable right winger (Andrew Copp) was added into 
the fold until the playoffs when he wasn’t too noticeable, 
aside from when chipping in with a few key scoring plays. 

“There’s maybe a question as to whether he’s 2B or 2C — 
even 3 — just because at five-on-five at least, it seems like 
he’s kind of starting to slow down a little bit. The power play 
there I think maybe masked his decline a little bit and kept 
his top-line numbers elevated,” one analyst said. “I’m kind of 
wondering whether he’s sliding down the wrong end of the 
curve there.” 

Heiskanen is rising 

The panel universally felt that Miro Heiskanen is and will 
continue climbing these rankings. There was a real push 
both by the panel and by NHL sources to move Heiskanen 
up to 2A, but ultimately we leaned toward 2B because he 
hasn’t had a huge season like Fox or McAvoy. There’s still 
some noteworthy separation there — for now, anyway. 

“Miro Heiskanen is really good at everything, except getting 
power-play time,” said one analyst poignantly. 

“I think Miro Heiskanen, at the end of the upcoming season, 
he’ll be challenging for that 1C tier spot,” said another. 

Heiskanen is a great skater who can make a ton of defensive 
stops. He has good offensive skills and IQ, but the debate 
around whether he’s at the high-end parts of the league yet 
revolves around his offense. To date, the PP1 job in Dallas 
reasonably belonged to John Klingberg who has since 
departed for Anaheim. This season will be Heiskanen’s big 
opportunity to prove he can do it all. 

Tier 2C 

The Big Debate: Are we being unfair to Brayden Point? 

Point hasn’t been a top scorer for two seasons and the 
Lightning still managed to make a run to the Cup Final 
without him. It felt reasonable to drop his standing slightly 
given that context. Still elite, but on the lower end of the 
franchise player tier. 

The NHL was having none of it. Most of the NHL scouts 
polled thought 2C was too low, with some saying we were 
“overthinking it” based on Point’s 2021-22 season, pointing 

to previous years and playoff runs. One analyst agreed, 
saying Point was “an aggressive drop to 2C.” 

Point is still a great player with a ton of speed and skill who 
works very hard night in and night out. The numbers may not 
have been there last season, but he’s still a player worthy of 
high regard. We’ll ignore that 70 players had a higher points-
per-game rate than him last season and instead defer to the 
great things he’s done in recent seasons, especially in the 
playoffs, to still consider him a franchise player. 

Slavin vs. Ekblad: Defense vs. Offense  

Franchise defenders are hard to find and hard to agree on. 
After the top six, there was a bit more uncertainty — but 
Jaccob Slavin and Aaron Ekblad fit the bill best. They’re elite 
defenders who may not be as all-around awesome as those 
ahead, but are close enough to warrant separation from the 
next group. Slavin is one of the best defensive defensemen 
in hockey with an underrated offensive game. Ekblad is the 
exact opposite, though some would argue less so. 

“I think Slavin is better on defense than Ekblad is on offense 
— and Slavin’s offense is as good as Ekblad’s defense,” an 
analyst said. 

“If I were building a team, Slavin’s a guy I’d be pretty 
interested in having. I know Ekblad is more productive and 
does drive a lot of play, but man Slavin’s good,” an analyst 
said. 

Still, it felt like a worthy comparison with regard to who 
belongs here and Slavin’s inclusion as a franchise player 
shows how the focus here isn’t only on offense. These two 
feel like decent mirrors and over the last three years, their 
relative impact on expected goals is nearly identical at plus-
0.15 per 60. 

Sebastian Aho, forgotten star, and Carolina’s lack of oomph-
per-60  

While most Cup contenders are anchored by a Tier 1 
superstar, the Hurricanes are an exception to the rule with 
their top guys being Slavin and Sebastian Aho — both in Tier 
2C. The question is whether that’s enough oomph to win the 
Cup. 

We talked about Slavin already and Aho seems to fit a 
similar mold. He’s held in extremely high regard league-wide, 
but he doesn’t quite have that “It” factor. Aho has been a 
strong two-way center for a few years now and has four 
straight seasons right around a point per game — but 
nothing more than that. It’s enough to be considered a 
franchise player and one of the league’s 10 best centers, but 
not on the high end of that scale. He’s extremely consistent, 
but his numbers don’t quite leap off the page. 

“Aho might be the most forgettable star in the league. The 
Canes play a system and style that suppresses offense,” 
said one analyst. 

It’s fair to wonder what Aho could manage offensively on a 
different team and it’s why some scouts wanted to push him 
lower. Still, his two-way game deserves more recognition 
than it gets and had some analysts lobbying to place him 
higher. A deep Carolina run and a big season where Aho 
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eclipses 90 points would go a long way toward increasing his 
standing. 

Tier 3: All-Star Player 

Tier 3A 

The Big Debate: Is Jack Hughes a franchise player?  

When we started this exercise, the panel agreed that Jack 
Hughes belonged in Tier 2. The 2019 No. 1 pick had arrived 
in 2021-22 scoring 56 points in 49 games, looking like a true 
driver at even strength. An emerging superstar. 

The process was already there for Hughes in 2020-21 as 
one of the league’s best players with the puck, but the results 
weren’t. It’s why everyone picked him as their breakout 
candidate for the 2021-22 season — he looked like someone 
whose production was ready to explode. And he delivered. 

The question was whether 49 games of elite play was 
enough, or if we were getting ahead of ourselves. We initially 
felt what he showed when he was healthy, combined with his 
elite skating and playmaking ability, put him among the very 
best centers in the league. 

The NHL disagreed. Almost every source we talked to in the 
league said Hughes wasn’t there. Yet. 

“He has the potential to be that type of player, and may be 
that good very soon, but I think it’s aggressive putting him 
there this early,” said one NHL scout. 

“He’s going to be a phenomenal hockey player that will be in 
that higher bucket. Is today the right spot for that? He’s going 
to be in that group, no question. Just is it too soon?” said one 
analyst. 

After further deliberation and incorporating input from the 
league, we conceded. Look, we’re all huge fans of Hughes 
and wouldn’t be shocked if he rocketed up to Tier 1 status by 
the end of next year. But 49 games isn’t much, and it’s a 
number that’s out of line with how we’d previously 
approached young players. Hughes also had a slower start 
to his NHL career than expected, and the full body of work is 
certainly not elite even when adjusted for age. 

With most of the panel and NHL sources believing Hughes 
will be in Tier 2 or higher shortly, it was a worthy debate. But 
we need more — he’s just not there yet. 

Devon Toews finds his level  

Toews is a player who has steadily risen up our skater tiers 
year over year. He’s coming off a huge season, where he 
recorded 13 goals and 57 points and played a ton of minutes 
for the Stanley Cup champion Avalanche. 

The debate isn’t whether Toews is an excellent NHL 
defenseman. The debate centered around whether he was a 
true franchise player. Our initial inclination was yes, but we 
decided against it for at least one more year. Toews is well-
rounded, a very skilled offensive player who can make a lot 
of defensive stops. However, he is also stapled to a 1A 
defenseman in Makar and plays a lot with a high-powered 
top line. That created some skepticism among NHL 
personnel. 

“Toews is a good player, but I don’t see that level of 
defenseman. You take him away from Cale Makar and I 
don’t think he’s close to the type of production,” said one 
scout.  “He’s just a really nice complementary player.” 

“It reminds me a lot of when Chara was playing behind the 
Bergeron line, where they did whatever they wanted to 
whoever they wanted to where it’s hard to evaluate Chara’s 
partner,” said an analyst. 

Unless the Avs change Toews’ usage this season, that issue 
isn’t going away anytime soon, but a repeat performance 
would help move him up. 

Huberdeau gets his chance as a frontman 

After a career year where he scored 115 points and earned 
some Hart Trophy buzz, Jonathan Huberdeau stays in the 
exact same spot as last year: Tier 3A. He’s undoubtedly an 
All-Star player as one of the league’s most prolific 
playmakers, but not quite a franchise player for reasons that 
have been discussed ad nauseam. He can pass the puck 
better than almost anyone else, but his defense is lacking 
and he plays a sheltered role. 

“I think that he’s a really good player. He’s always found a 
way to be productive,” an analyst said. “He’s not really a pure 
driver, though. I didn’t make a note on him. I didn’t mind the 
placement there. I’m not sure there’s that dimensionality 
maybe in some of the guys listed above.” 

This upcoming season will be a huge test for Huberdeau, 
with a new locale offering him an opportunity as a focal point. 
There’s no Barkov around to take on the tough matchups 
now, and how Huberdeau handles the job in Calgary will be 
telling. An improvement to his defensive game under Darryl 
Sutter isn’t out of the question either. 

What was most interesting about Huberdeau’s placement 
around the league was the division between traditional and 
analytical perspectives, who wanted him moved up and 
down respectively. 

“Huberdeau is probably a little high for me. I would probably 
have him in 3B or 3C,” said one analyst. 

“I think he’s a superstar personally, one of the most skilled 
and intelligent players in the league. He’s closer to the 1s 
than the 3s for me but (I) would have probably put him in the 
2s,” said one scout. 

“(He) doesn’t play defense, his skating is fine, he’s not super 
competitive. But he’s a good passer. That helps, but is that a 
winning hockey player? I would say no,” said another 
analyst. 

Shifting odds in Vegas 

Up front, two key Golden Knights forwards saw themselves 
slip down the tiers. Mark Stone dropped from 2A to 3A after 
an injury-riddled season, while Jack Eichel’s down from 2B. 

There were some mixed results from both in the minutes 
they actually played in 2021-22, but there’s only so much to 
draw given their injuries. How much did playing through 
injury hurt Stone’s level of play? Did Eichel show his true 
capabilities after shaking off all the rust? It didn’t help either 
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that the team around them was a rotation of absences, 
either. 

Both players are here in 3A for now — Stone is a player one 
analyst mentioned they would move up and gladly take, if 
they knew he was healthy. Another mentioned that the 
placement for Eichel works for now, but in a year he could 
easily move in either direction. The uncertainty all circles 
back to that injury status, and whether there are any lingering 
effects on either one’s game. 

They’re not the only Golden Knights to drop, either — Shea 
Theodore did from 2B to 3A. Having to share the number 
one responsibilities with Alex Pietrangelo (and, of course, 
manage the situation around him in Vegas) plays into it. But 
some systematic changes, with Bruce Cassidy now behind 
the bench, and a more stable lineup around him may help 
him trend back up, along with Eichel and Stone. 

Tier 3B 

The Big Debate: Is Moritz Seider a franchise player?  

Detroit’s star defenseman Moritz Seider was arguably the 
biggest point of contention in this entire exercise. We put him 
at 3B, where he eventually ended, and the league had 
opinions about that. Almost every NHL scout or executive 
polled said he should be higher, with several arguing he 
should be in the second tier, saying he was already a clear 
top-10 defenseman in the league. 

“When you watched Seider last season he looked pretty 
special. He’s going to be an impact player in the league for a 
long time. I wouldn’t take several of the defensemen you 
have ahead of him if I needed to win a game tomorrow,” said 
one scout. 

However, several of the analysts polled thought we were 
being too aggressive and that Seider needed to be lowered. 
“I think the case with Seider is he had a good year. Is he 
ready to do that every year? There’s a difference between 
having a season as the No. 1 defenseman and being a No. 1 
defenseman and the reliability of showing up every year to 
do it,” said one analyst. 

The appeal of Seider is obvious from a scouting perspective. 
He’s a bit of a rare treasure as this huge, highly-mobile and 
physical defenseman with legit offense. He has early 
indicators he could be this generation’s Chris Pronger, even 
though he only has one NHL season under his belt and 
needs to show that level of play consistently. Analytically, he 
was a beast in the first half, performing exceptionally well 
despite facing some of the toughest usage in the league. His 
defensive numbers sagged a bit in the second half, but that 
was a problem that plagued much of the team. 

In discussing Seider, we debated whether it made sense to 
have him and Jack Hughes in different tiers. Dom sent out a 
poll to his readers to even ask that question which leaned 
Seider. When Corey did his ranking of the best U23 players 
in the NHL, Hughes and Seider were 1-2, with a lean to 
Hughes. 

We’ll see how Mo does next season, but after being a 
divisive No. 6 pick in 2019, the next phase of the debate will 
be about how quickly the Calder Trophy recipient should be 

elevated to the highest points of the league. He has Tier 1 
upside. 

One-way wingers with Kane and Ovechkin  

Ranking Patrick Kane and Alex Ovechkin in this exercise is 
always controversial. There are those that still see a dynamic 
playmaker and lethal scorer. Then there are those who see 
their production as a bit shallow, lacking completeness to 
their games. 

“Kane and Ovechkin need to be higher, they are dynamic 
scoring wingers” was a theme we heard from a lot of NHL 
scouts. 

“I have a little bit of a concern about Patrick Kane, a little bit 
of a thing about Ovechkin. Like a lot of these offensive 
wingers are going to be a little bit high for me,” an analyst 
said. This was a prevailing thought from other analysts. 

On the one hand, a strong defensive game isn’t the highest 
priority for wingers. On the other hand, it’s part of what 
separates players like Kane and Ovechkin from the wingers 
in Tier 2 — the ones who can drive play to a much higher 
degree. Since we’re projecting for next season, age is a 
critical component to consider here as well. 

For both players, there’s an argument for them to be higher, 
given their offensive dominance. But there’s also an 
argument for each to be lower considering their 
shortcomings. They give a lot back the other way and so 
splitting the difference between the two dichotomies felt like 
the safest option. 

Still, we understand that decision won’t be a popular one. 

“Ovechkin is still a tank, he just scored 50 goals. Nobody in 
the league wants to play against him,” said one scout. 

“Kane should be in the same tier as Johnny Gaudreau at a 
minimum, he’s still one of the best players in the world,” said 
another scout. 

Paying for potential 

We love our “pairs” here — it’s not always deliberate, but we 
often realize that we’ve linked up similar players at similar 
points in their careers. Quinn Hughes and Thomas Chabot 
are one of this season’s examples. Chabot, at 25, is a few 
years older than Hughes, but the contracts (Chabot at $8.0 
million AAV through 2028, Hughes at $7.85 million through 
2027) are similar. Both are paid like high-end, left-shot No. 1 
defensemen — and both have a bit of work to do before they 
perfectly fit the bill. 

We believe in their ability to get there; if we didn’t, they 
wouldn’t be in Tier 3 whatsoever. Hughes in particular took 
major steps to solidify himself. For him, 2020-21 was nearly 
a disaster. Questions over his ceiling — is he an all-around 
player or an offensively-gifted defenseman with glaring 
flaws? — were starting to emerge. Last season, though, his 
production swung back up to what he managed as a rookie, 
and he rounded things out elsewhere. There were less 
turnovers and better awareness, and that manifested itself in 
better numbers across the board, despite a set of miscast 
partners on Vancouver’s top pair. 
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Chabot’s season ended with a broken hand in March, but 
he’s still a foundational piece for an impressive core in 
Ottawa. Like Hughes, he’s on a bit of an island — we’ll see if 
Drake Batherson lives up to the billing — and the Sens have 
banked a lot on him. It seems like we’ll get answers one way 
or another. His production will tell the tale. 

Svech takes another step 

Andrei Svechnikov being put in 3A last season was 
somewhat of a bullish move by the panel, thinking he would 
have a breakout season and become a point-per-game 
player. While he posted career highs in points, he didn’t quite 
take the massive step we expected. A lesser impact in his 
play-driving ability and very weak postseason performance 
also loomed largely. 

“I love the player, he has everything you want in a true top-
line guy, but man was he bad in the playoffs,” said one scout. 

We remain big fans of the player and think the best days are 
yet to come. Svechnikov’s combination of high-end skill, size, 
speed, physicality and finish make him so enticing. He has 
all the tools to be a franchise player. 

“I’m still a fan of Svech. The dream is kind of close to what 
Kaprizov often looks like, except a power-forward version. 
Production-wise, that’s the dream — but the longer he goes 
not fully realizing it, the more the window shuts for it,” said 
one analyst. 

Tier 3C 

The Big Debate: Where is the end of the high end? 

The division between lettered sub-tiers can seem a little 
nebulous. The numbered ones, though? The big boys? 
Those are a little easier to suss out. One of the clearest 
distinctions is between defensemen in Tier 3 and Tier 4. If 
your guy is in 3, you should feel fine about having him as a 
No. 1. We can quibble about what makes a “high-end” top D-
man, but the Tier 3 players are at least in the conversation. 

Once we hit Tier 4, though, the warts start to emerge. Tier 
3C is the last spot for the true contender’s top defensemen. If 
you clock in after these folks, you’re probably miscast on a 
top team. 

Drew Doughty is back in the group despite playing just 39 
games. That’s a testament to how good he was while he was 
in the lineup. 

Underlying numbers have been a bit of a boogeyman for 
Doughty throughout his career. Those weren’t a problem last 
season. Now, he seems primed to start a new phase as the 
leader of the Kings’ next wave — but his career hasn’t been 
linear, so we’ll see how it shakes out. If he was conserving 
energy at times over the past few seasons, it seems to have 
paid off. 

Kris Letang, at 34, set a career best in points (68) and played 
customarily huge minutes to great effect, showing up on 
plenty of Norris ballots. He signed a deal that’ll pay him a 
$6.1 million AAV until he’s 40, and he deserved it. Those two 
have fewer questions surrounding them than the rest. 

Dougie Hamilton’s first season in New Jersey was a bit of a 
mess. On one hand, his track record suggests he’ll come 

closer to living up to his contract ($9 million through 2028). 
On the other, the Devils don’t have anyone approaching a 
Jaccob Slavin-caliber partner to roll out next to him. Alex 
Pietrangelo didn’t come close to having the bounce-back 
season some of us expected, but Vegas — due in part to 
injuries — may have asked him, at 32, to do an 
unreasonable amount of work. His underlying numbers don’t 
do his play justice given his usage on and off the puck. Jared 
Spurgeon, in part, is who he’s always been — an undersized 
top-pair guy with phenomenal underlying numbers, but he 
probably is, at long last, properly rated. At 32, as with 
Pietrangelo, it’s fair to wonder whether we’re seeing the start 
of Spurgeon’s decline. 

Still, if you fancy your team a contender with one of these 
guys at the top of your depth chart, you’re in OK shape. 
Move on to more pressing issues. 

Shooters shoot 

We put four 3C forwards in a group: Kyle Connor, Alex 
DeBrincat, Jake Guentzel and Steven Stamkos. The guy 
who put the fewest pucks on net last season? Stamkos. That 
says something about the volume of shots we’ve come to 
expect from that group — Stamkos is at the back of the pack. 
All four hit the 40-goal mark, with Connor (47, tied for fifth in 
the league) leading the way. 

And Connor, as ever, is the most interesting case. We’ve 
said before that he’s Phil Kessel 2.0, down to his brutal 
defensive reputation: 

“Kyle Connor is going to make a lot of money and lose a lot 
of hockey games,” an analyst said. “He has a more well-
rounded offensive game than I thought, but the defense is as 
bad as I thought.” 

That “more well-rounded” offensive game is key. Connor 
made strides across the board with his contributions. He’s 
more than just a shooter, regardless of your opinion of his 
defensive game. And for better or worse, you can expect 
things to tighten up under Rick Bowness. Connor is going to 
earn that $50 million contract. 

Guentzel, meanwhile, continues to show that he’s far from a 
Sidney Crosby creation, and DeBrincat — productive as ever 
— gets to go for a big-money deal of his own in Ottawa, 
away from the Chicago tank parade. That’s also away from 
Kane and our concern with how he fares without one of the 
league’s best playmakers was one reason he didn’t earn a 
higher spot in Tier 3. 

Skill … with questions 

There’s a common theme between three players who landed 
in 3C — Nikolaj Ehlers, Robert Thomas and Mathew Barzal 
are all incredibly smooth with the puck. And there’s an 
argument to see each one move in the rankings. 

Ehlers doesn’t get the usage of a top forward — not at five-
on-five or on the power play in Winnipeg. He’s a fit in this 
section, according to an executive, because this tier is filled 
with more supporting players versus bonafide superstars. 

Thomas is coming off a season where he ranked as one of 
the best puck-movers in the league thanks to his vision and 
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elite playmaking while also being a reliable two-way center. 
The Blues center isn’t at that superstar status just yet. 

“I think there’s a possibility that when you do this next 
offseason, he’s in Tier 2. I think that’s how high his 
playmaking abilities are,” an executive added. 

Barzal is coming off the toughest year of the bunch, but 
there’s reason to keep him with this duo and not demote him 
based on 2021-22 alone. 

“Barzal is one of the more dynamic young centers in the 
game. I think having him in the 4s is harsh, he should be 3A,” 
said one scout. “He’s better than Jack Hughes and arguably 
Sebastian Aho.” 

Barzal’s environment, though, and the defensive structure of 
his team, may be what held him back this past year. 

“I think one is just being put in a position to take advantage 
of those skills and one is not,” an executive explained. “If 
(Barzal) ends up in a different place at the end of this 
contract or once he hits UFA status, he’s going to be right up 
with those Tier 2 guys.” 

‘Big D’ bus driver 

The challenge with Dallas’ top line was separating who the 
true driver is. Joe Pavelski, Jason Robertson or Roope 
Hintz? 

The conversation really focused on Robertson — who spiced 
up the Calder race in 2020-21 with Kaprizov before tallying 
41 goals and 79 points in his sophomore season — and 
Hintz. The center has been really solid in the minutes he’s 
played these last two years. Injuries limited his time in 2020-
21, and this last year he got himself on the long list for the 
Selke Trophy. 

That scoring pop is what earned Robertson a nod ahead of 
his linemates, but it wasn’t without a lot of discussions that 
ultimately lowered him a few sub-tiers within the third 
bracket. 

“Robertson is really good. His skating has always (been) and 
continues to be an issue, but he scored 40 goals,” said one 
scout. 

“It’s all shooting and finishing impact,” another executive 
said. “I think his impact on the rest of the game is just maybe 
average. A little bit strong, but it’s not at the same level like 
all these other guys are. If you go down the next tier to 3C, 
like DeBrincat, Guentzel — those guys are also finishers, but 
I think they impact the game more in different ways than 
Robertson does.” 

Tier 4: Top of the lineup 

Tier 4A 

The Big Debate: Where do Weegar and Jones belong?  

Analysts love MacKenzie Weegar. Scouts love Seth Jones. 
They don’t agree on the other. 

Weegar has a track record of limiting opponents’ shots and 
quality chances, and his neutral-zone efforts and plays at the 
blue line contribute to that. The problem is that when he 
makes a mistake, it’s glaring. That was particularly true in 

Florida this past year, a team that was very loose 
defensively. While Weegar played tough minutes for the 
Panthers, opinions can easily change on his ability when 
there’s a misplay at one of the most pivotal moments of the 
year on the national stage. 

“I think Weegar needs to go up. Playoffs aside … fine, they 
got swept. Making a bad play in the playoffs can stick out 
poorly, but if you are getting swept you don’t get to complain 
about individual plays,” an analyst said. 

Some analysts felt he could be moved up, but his game isn’t 
for everyone. “I don’t love Weegar’s hockey sense and 
defending. We liked playing against him,” said one scout. 

Opinions are also split on Jones. Some see him maintaining 
the level of play that put him in that top defenseman 
conversation a few years ago, when he was thriving as a 
rover in Columbus. 

“Jones is a monster, he should be way higher than you have 
him,” said one scout. “You put him on a playoff team and 
he’d look like one of the top defensemen in the league, such 
as when he was in that series for Columbus a few years 
ago.” 

Others don’t see him as this highly-touted defenseman, 
though, and blame more than just his surroundings. 

“I don’t know what I said about him last year, but you can 
probably copy and paste it. Nothing has changed. I don’t 
know what he did this year except play a lot of minutes for a 
terrible team,” an analyst said. 

The truth about each player is probably somewhere in the 
middle. Jones had that elite No. 1 upside, but doesn’t seem 
to be at that level right now. He’ll be more exposed than ever 
in Chicago, but he can bolster his stock if he can be a 
stabilizing force in the rebuilding process. Weegar has his 
strengths, but makes some questionable decisions. He’ll 
have more support in Calgary, which should bode well for his 
game. 

The debates surrounding these two are what landed them 
together in this tier — 4A has become the home to flawed 
top-pair defensemen. 

The pivot point 

Ask around the league and there’s a clear deference to 
centers — it’s really hard to win without an elite option. Tier 3 
and above features 14 centers — the above-average 
options, and you’d definitely prefer one from a higher tier. 
Tier 4 is where problems start to arise if that’s a team’s top 
guy. They’re luxuries on a contending team playing second 
fiddle or with a strong support system, but they’re liabilities 
on bottom feeders as “The Guy,” especially without capable 
support. 

John Tavares fits into the luxury category playing behind 
Matthews. He’s still a point-per-game guy earning 55 percent 
of the expected goals, but is in an easier situation on the 
second line and his skating, which was never an asset, isn’t 
getting better with age. Hintz and Elias Lindholm play on the 
top line, but play with very strong wingers. It makes it difficult 
to get a true read on what they can do on their own. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 15, 2022 

 

For Lindholm, it was tempting to have him in Tier 3, but that’s 
a move that should be reserved for next season — seeing 
him without Gaudreau and Tkachuk flanking him. 

“Lindholm is more of the passenger on that line. There’s 
enough of a history of this player that he’s a very good 
player, but like a second-line center. I think you could put a 
lot of centers in between those two guys, and they would 
have had the same offensive output. I’m not sure the 
defense would have been as good though.” 

Tomas Hertl and Dylan Larkin are good examples of what 
happens when this particular archetype — the non-elite all-
around center — gets put at the top of the lineup without 
much help. The team struggles. That’s not entirely their fault, 
but a better top-line center would be able to drive stronger 
team results. That’s the separating factor between tiers. 

Enigmatic forwards 

While 3C featured high-end supporting forwards, there’s a 
trio of players that find themselves just below. They aren’t 
superstar talents who can carry a top line, but they are key 
components to a contending top six. 

After falling just short of the Top 100, Fiala made it to 4A 
after a career year. The forward bet on himself with a one-
year contract, then played his way out of Minnesota’s price 
range. The winger was at his best alongside Matt Boldy, 
when he finally had some high-end talent to skate with. The 
upside he showed signs of in Nashville finally came together 
with a career-best 85 points — though another postseason 
no-show is tough to ignore. 

While Fiala trended up, William Nylander’s consistency 
keeps him here. He’s a spark for the Maple Leafs’ middle six, 
whether that’s on the second line with Tavares or driving the 
third. 

Elias Pettersson, however, finds himself lower after an up-
and-down season that dropped him down from 2B. What 
keeps him in the mix is the turnaround he showed late in the 
year for Vancouver, plus an upward trajectory given his age. 

Low-end 1Ds  

While Darnell Nurse did not replicate his offensive output 
from 2020-21, he is still a true top-flight defender. It’s rare to 
find a big defenseman who can skate the way he can, who is 
as physical as he is, and who also provides some offense. 
Morgan Rielly stays in the same tier despite having one of 
his best years. He’s a very talented player with a ton of skill, 
vision and mobility — though questions regarding his 
defensive game remain. 

Proximity to the two best forwards in hockey is part of the 
reason both defenders fall in Tier 4 rather than Tier 3. It’s a 
cushy gig earning big minutes with McDavid and Matthews 
and that means taking some of their sparkling numbers with 
a grain of salt. 

Tier 4B 

The Big Debate: What happens when an old guy breaks 
out?  

Nazem Kadri was 31 with a career high of 61 points. He 
earned 87 points in 71 games last season. Chris Kreider was 

30 with a career high of 28 goals. He scored 52 goals last 
season. J.T. Miller was 28 with a career high of 72 points. He 
put up 99 points last season. 

Three shocking, out-of-nowhere seasons that will be very 
difficult to replicate, even though one NHL scout suggested 
we elevate Kadri all the way to Tier 2. There’s a reason none 
of the three made the cut last year. That makes ranking each 
player pretty difficult going into next season. 

“Personally I don’t have a lot of faith in Kadri being in that 
group,” an analyst said. “I like Kreider a lot, but I don’t like 
him in that group. I don’t think he’s as good as he looked this 
year — he’s not going to have 75 power-play goals every 
year.” 

“Kreider needs to come down to at least 4C. He’s going back 
to 30 goals,” an analyst said. 

Based on what they did last year they deserve to be higher 
— but projecting out for next year necessitates caution. Kadri 
is projected to drop to 70 points, and that might be ambitious 
given his priors and a move from Colorado to Calgary. Same 
goes for Kreider who’s projected for 39 goals. Both bring an 
edge that is valuable come playoff time and Kreider is an 
elite skater, but their inclusion hinges on a newfound scoring 
prowess that will be hard to duplicate. 

As for Miller, he’s the youngest of the three (29) and has 
scored a high rate before, making his production more 
believable. He’s projected for 85 points. The issue is how he 
earns those points — in big minutes, as the focal point on the 
power play. While he’s very skilled with the man advantage, 
being “The Guy” is not an opportunity he’d have on a 
stronger team. 

“If you’re a contending team, are you turning over the keys to 
your power play to Miller? Ninety-nine points overstates his 
value,” an analyst said. 

It’s worth noting his defensive game isn’t very strong either, 
further bringing down his value. That’s something Miller 
himself acknowledges. Without a surprise 99-point season, 
the rest of his game isn’t strong enough for consideration 
here and like Kadri and Kreider, the likelihood of repeating 
the feat isn’t high. 

“Miller and Kadri probably both have to be there because 
they had such good years, but I won’t be surprised if they’re 
off the list next year,” an analyst said. 

The difference between 1s and 2s 

This tier is the home of either (slightly) miscast No. 1 
defensemen or No. 2s on their own team who are capable of 
a bit more. If they were well-rounded, they’d be higher on the 
list. Instead, we’ve got two offensive guys (Columbus’ Zach 
Werenski and Tampa Bay’s Mikhail Sergachev) and two 
defensive guys (Minnesota’s Jonas Brodin and the Islanders’ 
Adam Pelech). 

The Lightning clearly are banking on Sergachev, based on 
his new contract (eight years, $8.5 million AAV) and the fact 
that they sent out shutdown defenseman Ryan McDonagh to 
accommodate him. The plan is for Sergachev to take over 
McDonagh’s minutes. If he handles them, he’ll make a jump 
for next season. 
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Werenski, meanwhile, is an interesting case. “I feel like 
you’ve penalized players on average teams,” said one scout, 
calling Werenski in particular “(a lot) better than some of the 
guys you have above him.” 

Fair. But the Blue Jackets were average for a reason — and 
frankly “average” is generous. Now, expectations have 
changed. 

Zegras and Hischier, searching for the ceiling  

Nico Hischier was a player who just barely squeezed into the 
top 100 last year and then had a career season for the 
Devils. Some of that may have been driven by his team 
shooting over 11 percent when he’s on the ice, but Hischier 
is an excellent player. He has a ton of skill, he can play with 
pace and contribute at both ends of the rink. Is he more than 
a decent first-line center? Probably not. But on a team with 
Jack Hughes, he doesn’t need to be. 

Trevor Zegras was an interesting case. He’s one of the 
smartest players in the league and a runner-up for the 
Calder. 

The sentiment among scouts was we had him too low, but 
one analyst made an interesting argument against Zegras: 
“Trevor Zegras is all style over substance. He has some 
substance, but if you need to win a hockey game tomorrow, 
Phillip Danault is way better.” 

There are certainly guys in this tier or below who have had 
better seasons and would have been better in a playoff game 
last season. Zegras is not the most well-rounded forward 
you’ll ever see, but part of this ranking is projection. Zegras 
oozes skill and offensive hockey sense — we expect another 
big step next season. 

The problem with St. Louis 

We’re going to keep saying it because it’s important. There’s 
nothing wrong with a Tier 3 or 4 player. Those guys are, at 
minimum, among the top 100 in the NHL. We talked about 
Thomas’ potential earlier, and that’s evident. Same goes for 
Jordan Kyrou. But if we’re witnessing the start of Ryan 
O’Reilly’s decline, even if it’s slow, and the peak of Pavel 
Buchnevich, that’s a forward group — deep as it is — that 
might not be good enough to make up for a pedestrian 
defensive corps. 

Colton Parayko was a tough case, but we ultimately included 
him, even though he’s overextended as a No. 1. The 
waterfall effect continues from there; Torey Krug, Justin 
Faulk and Nick Leddy, as a top four, are all on track to be 
asked to play a level up from where their recent performance 
dictates. That doesn’t make them bad. It doesn’t make the 
Blues bad. But it does speak to the sort of talent drain that 
costs teams once the playoffs roll around. 

Tier 4C 

The Big Debate: Where do the data darlings belong? 

We have three newcomers with something in common. They 
are analytics darlings who are starting to get the spotlight 
they deserve. 

It took Valeri Nichushkin some time to reach these heights. 
He rebuilt his value, after being bought out by the Stars, as a 

strong defensive forward in Colorado. His tenacity and 
forechecking made him an important supporting piece. He 
worked his way into the top six where improved finishing 
talent made him crucial to Colorado’s Cup run. His ability to 
play in any situation, at any point in the game, is what lands 
him here. 

Carter Verhaeghe has a similar origin story; from unqualified 
in 2020 to top-line mainstay in Florida. Verhaeghe has 
become one of the best at generating offense in transition, 
and clicks well with an elite two-way center in Barkov. The 
fact that he was one of the few Panthers to even show up in 
the postseason helps his case. 

Andrew Mangiapane’s scoring didn’t jump off the page in 
Calgary in his first couple of seasons, but there were signs 
below the surface that it would soon. Then in 2021-22, he 
tallied 35 goals and 55 points in his best season yet. The 
finishing talent he’s shown is obviously the highlight of his 
game, but there’s more to it for the winger. Mangiapane can 
bring the puck in with control and drive to the quality areas of 
the ice, where he concentrates most of his shots. He’s not a 
bad passer, either. 

That’s what earned each of these players a spot, and if they 
can keep up that strong play below the surface, the results 
should follow. They belong here, even if they never move to 
the upper echelons with some of the elite. 

“I think where they are on this list is fine and justifiable,” an 
analyst said. “I think some of Hockey Twitter would say 
they’re too low. All three of them are perfectly good third-
fourth best forwards on a good team, which is a valuable 
thing — that’s kind of where we are on the list here.” 

The Selke pool 

Sean Couturier and Anze Kopitar are the Selke Trophy 
mainstays of years past, while Danault and Joel Eriksson Ek 
are the present. 

Nothing went right for the Flyers in 2021-22, including the 
play of some of their best. Couturier’s slip is less self-inflicted 
than others who simply dropped off. Whether he can claw 
back up, however, may depend on whether he can overcome 
the quality of the team around him. 

Kopitar is a player most would expect to start trending down 
given his age, but sharing some of his defensive 
responsibilities helped extend his effective play. That fell on 
Danault. Now that Danault isn’t the sole shutdown center on 
his team, he has a chance to play in more offensive 
situations to better express the other side of his game. 

“Danault has consistently been just such an impactful two-
way player,” a team executive said. “Even though he’s never 
had the points — I don’t know if he ever will have the points 
to be considered one of the top players in the league — but 
effort level, defense, offense … I think he’s criminally 
underrated as a hockey player.” 

Eriksson Ek’s broken into the Selke conversation over the 
last two years, whether measured as the best outright 
defensive forward or two-way forward. He’s hard to play 
against and a pivotal player in Minnesota. 

A fall from grace 
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For the longest time, Mark Scheifele skirted by on a 
reputation built at his peak. He was a franchise player. Was. 
While he still scores like one, his two-way game has really 
taken a hit — especially on defense. Last year he was in Tier 
3 as a show of reverence to his skill set, but another trying 
year in his own end led to a hearty drop. Scheifele scored at 
an 86-point pace last year, but for the fourth straight season 
was break-even in goals at five-on-five, while getting badly 
outchanced. 

That’s a worrying trend, and this year there was little appetite 
from those surveyed to have him higher. Scheifele is still a 
bonafide top-line center, but a low-end one. He’s not “The 
Guy” on a contending team. Not like he used to be. 

Choose your own Flame 

A very late, very unexpected debate broke out while we 
finalized the list. Which Flames defenseman — Rasmus 
Andersson or Noah Hanifin — should be included, in addition 
to 4A’s Weegar? We took the coward’s way out and chose 
both. 

Andersson has added value as a right shot. Players with his 
profile are simply less common than Hanifin. Playing big 
minutes with the Gaudreau-Lindholm-Tkachuk line likely 
helped his numbers. Same goes for Hanifin. Weegar is a wild 
card — he could open the season on a second pair with 
Chris Tanev, rather than to Andersson’s left — but if 

Andersson and Hanifin again make up Calgary’s top pair, it’d 
be unfair to break them up on our list. 

And if they’re split up, both could wind up benefiting. Weegar 
could have an Aaron Ekblad-type effect on Andersson, and 
Hanifin and Tanev were outstanding together two years ago. 
Those are a lot of variables for two ultimately solid players, 
though, so we split the difference and put them both on the 
final list. 

Highly touted 

Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin was an interesting debate after an 
excellent offensive season. He has all the tools of a star 
defenseman between his elite hands and offensive instincts 
to go with good size and mobility. You could easily make a 
debate about whether he should be higher based on what we 
expect he could do next season, but that requires a step up 
in play at five-on-five, specifically in his own end. The panel 
held out that they wanted to see it more consistently, but not 
without detractors from around the league who expect Dahlin 
to make a big jump in the not-too-distant future. 

“Defensemen sometimes take longer than forwards. Some of 
the best defensemen in the league right now didn’t play like 
that until they were 22, 23, 24 years old. Dahlin will be a top 
NHL defenseman sometime in the next few years,” said an 
NHL executive.
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2022 Prospect Showcase Primer 

Details, rosters and schedules for the upcoming annual 
event 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After years of traveling to Traverse City, 
Michigan and taking teams to Nashville and Tampa more 
recently, the Carolina Hurricanes are set to host a Prospect 
Showcase for the first time in their organization's history. 

The Canes will welcome the Tampa Bay Lightning, Nashville 
Predators and Florida Panthers, each bringing a roster of 
their up-and-coming talent to the Triangle for three games in 
four days. The bouts will be split between PNC Arena and 
Invisalign Arena, the official practice facility of the team 
located in Morrisville, NC. 

Admission to all games at both facilities is free and all 
contests will be available to stream live on Hurricanes.com. 

Any skater or goaltender in each of the four organizations on 
an entry-level contract (or less), provided they are 24 or 
younger with fewer than 20 games of NHL experience, is 
eligible to participate. Any exceptions have been previously 
approved by all participating teams. 

Teams will dress 18 skaters and two goaltenders for each 
contest, consisting of three 20-minute periods followed by a 

five-minute, three-on-three overtime period if the game 
remains tied after regulation. Regardless of the final score, 
games will conclude with a five-player-per-team shootout. 

Carolina's roster for the event will feature 14 draft picks, two 
AHL-contracted players and seven invitees. Five players 
(Ryan Suzuki, Jamieson Rees, Noel Gunler, Vasily 
Ponomarev and Griffin Mendel) spent time with the Chicago 
Wolves last season, aiding them to their 2022 Calder Cup 
victory. 

The team will be coached by new Wolves Head Coach Brock 
Sheahan, who was hired by the organization last month. 

2022 CANES PROSPECT SHOWCASE SCHEDULE 

Friday, Sept. 
16 

10 
a.m. 

Hurricanes vs. Panthers (Invisalign 
Arena) 

Sunday, Sept. 
18 

10 
a.m. 

Hurricanes vs. Predators (PNC 
Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 
19 

1 p.m. 
Hurricanes vs. Lightning (PNC 
Arena) 
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Players signed to professional tryouts for NHL training camps 

Eric Staal, Aston-Reese, DeKeyser among those looking to 
earn job 

Unsigned veteran players can earn a contract with an NHL 
team by impressing enough in training camp on a 
professional tryout contract (PTO). Training camps open 
Sept. 21 and the regular season begins Oct. 7. 

The following notable players (listed alphabetically) will be in 
an NHL camp on a PTO: 

Zach Aston-Reese, Toronto Maple Leafs 

The 28-year-old forward had 15 points (five goals, 10 
assists) in 69 games for the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Anaheim Ducks last season; he was traded to the Ducks for 
forward Rickard Rakell on March 21. Aston-Reese has 66 
points (32 goals, 34 assists) in 230 regular-season games for 
the Penguins and Ducks, and four points (one goal, three 
assists) in 23 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Alex Chiasson, Arizona Coyotes 

Chiasson, who turns 32 on Oct. 1, had 22 points (13 goals, 
nine assists) in 67 games for the Vancouver Canucks last 
season. The forward has 224 points (114 goals, 110 assists) 
in 631 regular-season games with the Dallas Stars, Ottawa 
Senators, Calgary Flames, Washington Capitals, Edmonton 
Oilers and Canucks, and seven points (four goals, three 
assists) in 37 playoff games. 

Calvin de Haan, Carolina Hurricanes 

The 31-year-old defenseman had eight points (four goals, 
four assists) in 69 games for the Chicago Blackhawks last 
season. De Haan played for the Hurricanes in 2018-19. He 
has 119 points (19 goals, 100 assists) in 520 regular-season 
games with the Blackhawks, Hurricanes and New York 
Islanders and five points (one goal, four assists) in 37 playoff 
games. 

Danny DeKeyser, Vancouver Canucks 

The 32-year-old defenseman had 11 assists in 59 games for 
the Detroit Red Wings last season. DeKeyser has 146 points 
(33 goals, 113 assists) in 547 regular-season games for the 
Red Wings and two points (one goal, one assist) in 19 
playoff games. 

Cody Eakin, Calgary Flames 

The 31-year-old forward had 12 points (four goals, eight 
assists) in 69 games for the Buffalo Sabres last season. 
Eakin has 256 points (110 goals, 146 assists) in 701 regular-
season games with the Capitals, Stars, Vegas Golden 

Knights, Winnipeg Jets and Sabres, and 19 points (eight 
goals, 11 assists) in 50 playoff games. 

Scott Harrington, San Jose Sharks 

The 29-year-old defenseman had one assist in seven games 
for the Columbus Blue Jackets last season. Harrington has 
38 points (seven goals, 31 assists) in 210 regular-season 
games with the Penguins, Toronto Maple Leafs and Blue 
Jackets, and four assists in 14 playoff games. 

Thomas Hickey, New Jersey Devils 

The 33-year-old defenseman did not have a point in two 
games with the Islanders last season and had 18 points (six 
goals, 12 assists) in 44 games with Bridgeport and Ontario of 
the American Hockey League. Hickey has 117 points (22 
goals, 95 assists) in 456 regular-season games for the 
Islanders and six points (one goal, five assists) in 24 playoff 
games. 

Tyler Pitlick, St. Louis Blues 

The 30-year-old forward had five points (one goal, four 
assists) in 39 games for the Calgary Flames and Montreal 
Canadiens last season; he was traded to the Canadiens with 
forward prospect Emil Heineman, a first-round pick in the 
2022 NHL Draft and a fifth-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft 
for forward Tyler Toffoli on Feb. 14. Pitlick has 89 points (48 
goals, 41 assists) in 325 regular-season games with the 
Edmonton Oilers, Stars, Philadelphia Flyers, Arizona 
Coyotes, Flames and Canadiens, and three points (two 
goals, one assist) in 22 playoff games. 

Daniel Sprong, Seattle Kraken 

The 25-year-old forward had 20 points (14 goals, six assists) 
in 63 games for the Capitals and Kraken last season. Sprong 
has 70 points (46 goals, 24 assists) in 202 regular-season 
games and one assist in three playoff games. 

Eric Staal, Florida Panthers 

The 37-year-old forward had five points (two goals, three 
assists) for Iowa, the AHL affiliate of the Minnesota Wild, 
after signing a PTO on Jan. 13, and four points (one goal, 
three assists) for Canada as its captain at the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics. Staal last played in the NHL in 2020-21, when he 
had 13 points (five goals, eight assists) in 53 games with the 
Sabres and Canadiens. He has 1,034 points (441 goals, 593 
assists) in 1,293 regular-season games for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, New York Rangers, Wild, Sabres and 
Canadiens, and 59 points (23 goals, 36 assists) in 83 playoff 
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games. He helped the Hurricanes win the Stanley Cup in 
2006. 

Michael Stone, Calgary Flames 

The 32-year-old defenseman had six points (two goals, four 
assists) in 11 regular-season games and five points (two 

goals, three assists) in nine playoff games for the Flames 
last season. Stone has 134 points (35 goals, 99 assists) in 
504 regular-season games for the Coyotes and Flames, and 
six points (three goals, three assists) in 15 postseason 
games.

 

 
 

Nashville Predators, Carolina Hurricanes hires Minnesota Whitecaps' coach and player to 
be pro scouts 

The Whitecaps' head coach will now also be the first-ever 
female pro scout for the Nashville Predators  

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota natives are breaking new 
ground on the future of women in hockey after two National 
Hockey League teams announced that they hired the 
Minnesota Whitecaps' head coach Ronda Engelhardt and 
defender Sidney Morin as new scouts. 

On Wednesday, the Nashville Predators announced that 
Engelhardt, a Roseville, Minn. native, will become the team's 
first-ever female scout and will join the Pred's staff as a 
North Amateur Scout based out of Minnesota. Engelhardt 
has coached the Whitecaps since 2018 and won the 
league's Isobel Cup in the team's first season in the now-
Premier Hockey Federation. 

Prior to becoming a coach, according to the Preds, 
Engelhardt played for the University of Minnesota, winning 
the team's first-ever national championship as a freshman 
and was a captain for the team during her senior season in 
2002-2003. She ended her collegiate career with 167 points 
in 147 games. 

The Roseville, Minn. native went on to play for the U.S. 
Women's National Team before making the leap to coaching 
as an assistant coach at the University of St. Thomas from 
2003-2007, according to the team. She then coached at the 
Breck School in Golden Valley from 2013 to 2018. 

On Wednesday, the team also announced that it has 
reached a two-year contract extension with Engelhardt for 
her to continue to be the Whitecaps' head coach. 

New Whitecaps general manager Chi-Yin Tse said in an 
email to KARE 11, "We are excited for her and the 
opportunity it presents." 

On Sept. 8, the Carolina Hurricanes announced changes to 
its hockey operations, which included hiring Morin, a 
Minnetonka native, to be one of the team's pro scouts. 

The Hurricanes said in its announcement that Morin played 
at the University of Minnesota Duluth during her final two 
collegiate seasons and was named captain. She also helped 
lead the Women's National Team to a Gold Medal at the 
2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. Morin has spent the 
last five seasons playing professionally in Sweden and 
Switzerland.  

In a tweet, the Minnetonka High School graduate said, 
"Privileged to join this organization and excited to be apart of 
the Canes family!" 

Currently, the team is selling season tickets for the 2022-
2023 regular season. However, the PHF's full season 
schedule has yet to be released.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article265735606.html 
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NHL Player Tiers: Why Connor McDavid leads our Top 100 rankings for 
2022-23 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Corey Pronman, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille61-
77 minutes 15/09/2022 

 

It’s the third annual NHL Player Tiers, where we place the top 100 
skaters into four groups: the MVPs, the franchise players, the All-Stars, 
and the bonafide top-liners. The goal is simple: blend analytics and 
scouting to figure out where the league’s best stand going into the 2022-
23 season. 

This is more than one person’s ranking, it’s more than the results of a 
model, and it’s more than the collected perspective of various people 
inside the game. We want this to be the most complete list of hockey’s 
best that you can find, one that started based on numbers, then morphed 
into what it is today after hours of discussions internally and externally. 

Each player’s projected GSVA for next season served as the starting 
point for Sean Gentille, Shayna Goldman, Dom Luszczyszyn and Corey 
Pronman to start moving names up or down to their best-suited position. 
Hours were spent debating each player’s individual value, context and 
trajectory before a preliminary list was sent off to front offices around the 
league. From that feedback, we shifted players again combining 
quantifiable data with qualitative opinions. 

What makes this game so interesting is everyone sees it differently. 
There is no absolute standard for player value. No model or eye test is 
beyond questioning. Different strokes for different folks — and combining 
all those things into one amalgamated list is the point. The debate 
doesn’t end there; each sub-tier features our own thoughts, opinions and 
concerns surrounding each player’s position. Below you’ll find the results 
of our exercise tier-by-tier. A full list can be found at the bottom of the 
article. 

Before we get to our tier-by-tier look at how each player fell where he did, 
let’s get a few bits out of the way. Game Score Value Added, or GSVA, 
listed as the first stat in the charts, is the resulting metric of Dom’s model, 
a one-stat-fits-all valuation of a player. The other stats are projected stats 
for the 2022-23 season — goals, assists, points, individual expected 
goals, penalty differential and five-on-five (offensive and defensive) 
impact, plus an adjustment for the difficulty of each player’s minutes. 

As for the groupings themselves: Tier 1 is the MVP-caliber best-of-the-
best. Tier 2 is franchise players Stanley Cup contenders are built around. 
Tier 3 is made up of All-Star difference-makers. Tier 4 are bonafide top-
pair and top-line guys. 

Each tier is divided into three sub-tiers. The gap between lettered groups 
is smaller than the ones between numbered groups. In other words, the 
difference between players in 1B and 1C is less significant than 1C and 
2A. 

NHL Player Tiers, from McDavid to Provorov: 

Our top 100 players in hockey, broken down into four tiers with insight 
from team executives, scouts and analysts.https://t.co/QXDlhB68CG 
pic.twitter.com/yaSGE2Y3lK 

— dom (@domluszczyszyn) October 12, 2021 

Tier 1: MVP 

Tier 1A 

The Big Debate: Who is the best player in the world? 

Last year’s Big Debate in Tier 1A was whether Connor McDavid had 
done enough with his special 2021 season to truly separate himself from 
the rest of the world. This year, there were still scouts who wanted us to 
lower the non-McDavid players so he could be in his own tier. 

The 2021-22 season was a rollercoaster with regard to that discussion. 

Auston Matthews scored 60 goals in 73 games — the highest goals-per-
game rate since Mario Lemieux had 69 in 70 games back in 1995-96 — 
while also adding a Selke-caliber two-way game to the mix. His five-on-
five numbers were nearly as gaudy as his goal totals en route to his first 
Hart Trophy and a legitimate claim to being the best player in the world. 
He is the league’s most complete player and played at a seven-win rate 
last season according to GSVA. That’s the highest mark in the analytics 
era. 

Cale Makar did it all from the back end, a transcendent force that 
dominated every zone. He scored 28 goals and 86 points in 77 games 
while providing elite defense, winning his first Norris Trophy in the 
process. His 5.8-win pace was by far the highest in the analytics era for a 
defender. If that wasn’t enough, Makar’s playoff performance was even 
better where he scored 29 points in 20 games en route to a Conn 
Smythe Trophy. It was the highest playoff points-per-game rate for a 
defenseman since Bryan Leetch in 1994. 

McDavid had another extraordinary regular season, but what Matthews 
and Makar did was special enough to make each player worthy of 
consideration as the league’s top dog. In Matthews’ case, he could’ve 
overtaken McDavid, just as Alex Ovechkin did at times with Sidney 
Crosby. 

Then, McDavid’s show-stopping playoffs left no doubt. The top dog is 
Connor. It’s always Connor. 

McDavid’s playoffs were exhilarating night in and night out, arguably the 
best hockey we’ve seen in decades. He looked downright unstoppable 
until meeting the league’s best team, when even his dominance wasn’t 
enough. Still, his ability to drag an otherwise ordinary club to that point 
was otherworldly — the stuff of legends. 

It was his “Watch the Throne” moment, his Michael Jordan “I’m going to 
prove I’m better” performance. He heard the debates and he shut them 
down when the games mattered most. 

Tier 1A is special, with an extremely high caliber of hockey between the 
trio. When was the last time the NHL had three players this good playing 
at the same time? So good, in fact, that we had to create a third sub-
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group in Tier 1 to properly show the separation these three have over the 
rest of the league. 

It’s the most dynamic player the hockey world has ever seen. It’s a goal-
scoring machine with an elite defensive game. It’s a defenseman who 
can single-handedly take over games with or without the puck on his 
stick. There’s no one like them; three unicorns. 

Tier 1B 

The Big Debate: Would you take Leon Draisaitl or Nathan MacKinnon?  

The apology card for Nathan MacKinnon is in the mail. He dropped out of 
Tier 1A — where he lived last year, alongside McDavid and Matthews — 
despite an 88-point regular season. Given how things worked out for him 
in June, our guess is that he won’t mind. There’s no gigantic trophy 
awarded to 1A players … yet. Still, his “drop” says something about the 
standard we’re working with here. An injury-dotted season from one guy, 
combined with sustained transcendence from a few others, is enough to 
create separation. The margin is that slim. 

The net result? Our exercise has MacKinnon still as one of the five top 
forwards in the league, albeit the second-best player on his own team. 

“(MacKinnon) is older than (McDavid and Draisaitl),” one source said. 
“No one, even Colorado fans, disputes Makar is better than MacKinnon. 
Could they be in the same tier still? Potentially, but I think when you’re 
looking at the top of the league, they’re on the right side of the aging 
curves. MacKinnon isn’t old, but he’s older than everyone else. He wasn’t 
bad this year, it just wasn’t him in the MVP race.” 

On the other end is Draisaitl, who held his 1B status in part on the 
strength of a 55-goal regular season and a one-legged playoff run that, 
for better or worse, added to his overall cache. When you score 32 points 
in 16 postseason games in the face of obvious pain and physical 
limitation, you’ve earned the benefit of the doubt — and some lofty 
comparables. 

“I think Draisaitl is our era’s Jaromir Jagr,” said one scout who argued to 
put him higher. 

All told, the parallels between our two subjects are obvious. Ultra-elite as 
their skill sets are, and through no fault of their own, they’re riding 
shotgun on their own rosters. Choosing between them is ultimately a 
matter of preference. If you want borderline maniacal, alpha-dog 
leadership from your 1C (and a skating stride that might leave cracks in 
arena floors), look to Denver. If you’d rather have one of the most 
dangerous power-play weapons of his generation and pure goal-scoring 
greatness, go with Edmonton. Both players are productive. Both are 
complete. The tip-top of their skill sets is what makes the choice fun — 
and what makes it difficult. 

Thankfully — and appropriately — we didn’t have to make it. MacKinnon 
and Draisaitl are neighbors on our chart for a reason. 

Hedman no longer the best defender in the world  

There probably isn’t a better example of how this process works — or 
should work, at least — than Victor Hedman. Last fall, he shared a tier 
with Makar despite coming off a (by his standard) subpar regular season. 
Our reasoning — and that of the folks we spoke to — was simple 
enough. He was dealing with an injury ahead of playoffs, then made his 
now-customary jump to superhuman status once the games counted for 
more. Hedman earned the benefit of the doubt, even when the numbers 
didn’t quite support him. His track record is too long, and his impact is too 
enormous, to make it any other way. He does everything, and he does it 
well. 

Lo and behold, he bounced back. Good as the results were, though, and 
sterling as his reputation remains, he’s behind Makar. That’s through no 
fault of his own. It’s a testament to how remarkable Makar was last 
season and is likely to remain for the foreseeable future. In 2021, 
Hedman gave us every reason in the world to keep them together. In 
2022, Makar has given us ample reason to split them up. Hedman’s 
trump card — the ability to go from great to greater in the postseason — 

isn’t playable anymore because of what we witnessed from Makar. He’s 
leading the race for second place, though, with a trophy case that 
probably has some remaining space. 

Tier 1C 

The Big Debate: What is Roman Josi’s value? 

If you were dreading a relitigation of the Norris Trophy race, have no fear. 
Makar beat Josi in that space, just as he beat him here. In our case, the 
choice was simpler. Josi’s production for the Predators last season, 
remarkable as it was, can’t compete with Makar’s overall game or 
stratospheric potential. 

Our more important task was figuring out where Josi placed within the 
next wave of defensemen. “Alone,” as it turns out. There was a decent 
amount of movement within the Josi-Adam Fox-Charlie McAvoy class 
throughout the process, and it didn’t stop until the end. 

Does Josi land by himself if his 2021-22 point total doesn’t quite reach 
Paul Coffey territory? Maybe not — but it did. There’s no arguing 96 
points from a defenseman. Factor in how Josi got them — by serving as, 
effectively, the point man for Nashville’s five-on-five offense whenever he 
was on the ice — and the number gets even more substantive. The 
things that gave Makar the edge in the Norris race, like defensive 
impacts, quality of competition and penalty-kill time, don’t loom quite as 
large when the competition dips a tick or two. 

Beyond that, Josi’s strengths remain his strengths. Even now, because of 
how heavily Nashville relies on him in transition and how desperately the 
Preds needed those points on their run to the postseason, his game 
profiles a little more as “MVP candidate” than Norris winner. That value is 
worth rewarding here, especially after Josi’s play dipped in 2021. He 
bounced back in a historic way at 32. In plenty of other seasons, that 
would’ve been enough to get him a second Norris. 

As for Fox and McAvoy? They stay put in Tier 2A. McAvoy, after having 
the stronger 2021-22 of the two, came closer to making the jump — and 
there’s plenty of reason, at just 24, to believe that it’ll happen for him 
soon. His underlying numbers are fantastic, and his usage is in line with 
what we typically see from Norris candidates, but the five-on-five 
production isn’t quite there yet. The sense is that he has a true monster 
season ahead of him. It just hasn’t happened yet. 

In Fox’s case, that season came in 2020-21. Last season represented a 
bit of a dip, but it’d also be unfair to actually punish him, especially since 
he and McAvoy are the same age. Both are likely to improve — and even 
if that doesn’t come to pass, they’re outstanding as is. They just did a 
little less for their teams than Josi — and that could change. 

Crosby, Barkov and the importance of an elite center  

Success in hockey starts up the middle. It’s why it should be no surprise 
that Tier 1 is full of centers, making up six of the seven forwards listed. 
It’s by far the most important position in the sport, and it’s how most Cup 
contenders are built. 

The Penguins have been contenders for 15 years, and it’s mainly 
because of Sidney Crosby, an all-time great who has lived in this tier for 
his entire career. Even at 35, he makes the cut as he doesn’t seem to be 
slowing down. Last year he scored at a 100-point pace while continuing 
to maintain his elite five-on-five influence. He remains a game-changer 
and showed that in the playoffs with one of his finest postseason 
performances in years. He’s still got the juice. 

“The thing I think sets him apart from other players is he’s the superstar 
grinder,” an NHL team executive said. “He’s not just flying through the 
neutral zone with the puck. He’s doing that and he’s in the corners, he’s 
in front of the net, and he’s outworking the opponent. He’s quintessential 
to what every hockey person wants out of their players.” 

Aleksander Barkov is the newest addition to Tier 1, a title he nearly 
deserved after his Selke-winning performance in 2021. We wanted to see 
him do it again — and he did with a 4.6-win pace that matched his 
dominance from the previous season. He’s Florida’s MVP and one of the 
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very best two-way forwards in the game. He’s a monster on and off the 
puck. 

Kucherov, all alone 

If you’re going to have only one winger in the MVP tier, it may as well be 
a winger who had 93 points over the last three postseasons. Kucherov is 
a truly dynamic player with the puck on his stick, displaying special puck 
skills and vision. He’s a very competitive forward as well who has 
consistently shown he can elevate his play in the highest leveraged 
environments, with a better career points per game in the playoffs than in 
the regular season. His playoff resume is a huge reason for his inclusion 
in Tier 1. 

Wingers don’t usually get this type of slotting because they’re not usually 
the play drivers on their line, either due to a lack of elite speed or size. 
It’s a job reserved for the center and it takes a special breed of talent to 
play at such a high level and command such value from the perimeter. 
Kucherov is that player, an exception to the rule with how much offense 
he generates for Tampa Bay. 

“If Kucherov was on a big market team and healthy, he would be in the 
1A conversation,” said one NHL scout. 

Tier 2: Franchise Player 

Tier 2A 

The Big Debate: Is Marner an MVP-caliber winger?  

For two straight seasons, Mitch Marner has been a first-team all-star, 
voted as the league’s top right winger. What’s a guy gotta do to make it 
to Tier 1? 

This exercise started with Marner in Tier 1C, right next to Kucherov — 
but the more we looked at it, the more it seemed like he fit with the next 
group of wingers. That’s no knock on Marner. It’s just really hard to make 
it to Tier 1 as a winger. 

“I think 2A is a better place for him. Those other players, you would find 
somebody who would say that they’re the best player in the game or the 
second-best player in the game. I don’t think you’re going to find anyone 
who says that about Marner,” an NHL analyst said. 

It’s hard to create an MVP-caliber influence off the wing. Kucherov is the 
only winger who made the cut, mostly due to his incredible ability to 
elevate his game come playoff time. He’s been a playoff beast in a way 
Marner obviously has not. Marner had the edge during the last regular 
season due to his dominance at five-on-five, but playoff excellence 
matters. There’s a world of difference there at the moment between the 
two for the title of best winger in hockey. 

There’s also “The Matthews Effect.” Marner is elite in his own right, a 
massive presence on Toronto’s top line that has helped Matthews 
achieve stratospheric heights. But that relationship likely overstates 
Marner’s own value. In Tampa, Kucherov is the clear driver. In Toronto, 
Marner is second-in-command. 

It’s hard to ignore what Marner has done over the last two seasons. Not 
just offensively, but defensively as well. There aren’t many 100-plus point 
wingers who kill penalties as effectively. But Tier 1 is a high bar. Marner 
is on the cusp, but he’s probably closer to the next two wingers on the list 
than Kucherov and his extensive playoff resume. 

“I was willing to move him down with Gaudreau and Kaprizov — the 
seasons they just had, I don’t know if he’s a full row ahead of that,” an 
analyst said. 

Kaprizov, Rantanen and elite play-driving wingers 

Centers reign supreme and there’s always love for the big-minute all-
around defender. When it comes to building a contender, those two 
positions are the foundational tenets of success and wings are less of a 
priority. That’s evident from the players that made the cut in Tier 1. 

But there are exceptions to the rule: wingers who can drive a line. Like 
Marner, Kirill Kaprizov and Mikko Rantanen fit that bill. 

Kaprizov entered the league with a bang, arriving in Tier 3A after one 
year. After another electrifying season with the Wild where he produced 
even more (108 points), he’s now a bonafide franchise player on the 
cusp of MVP-caliber. We had scouts arguing he should be in the MVP 
tier, with one saying he doesn’t believe the Wild are a playoff team 
without Kaprizov. He was at that level last season. He just needs to 
prove it again. 

He’s the unquestioned driver of his line, turning Ryan Hartman into a top-
line center and Mats Zuccarello into a point-per-game player. He’s a 
unique winger, with excellent speed, skill, creativity, scoring ability and 
competitiveness. That makes it easier to distinguish his individual value 
compared to Marner and Rantanen — right-hand men to Tier 1 
superstars. Their grouping suggests a belief that they would perform 
similarly within the same context. Rantanen’s five-on-five impact last 
season was stronger than MacKinnon’s. Put him in Minnesota instead of 
Kaprizov and the difference is likely negligible. 

Two young No. 1s stay put … for now 

McAvoy and Fox have quickly emerged as two of the best defensemen in 
the league over just three NHL seasons. For the second straight season, 
the pair lands in 2A. 

McAvoy has many of the traits of a prototypical shutdown defender. He’s 
a great skater, he’s physical, he can absorb the toughest minutes for his 
team and limit quality chances. The knock against him is he doesn’t have 
the scoring luck of some of his counterparts. Still, he finished the 2021-22 
season with the best expected goal rate by a defender with 63 percent, 
and was impactful in the Bruins’ efforts to turn defensive plays into 
offense. 

Fox, on the other hand, has scoring touch and has already won a Norris 
Trophy. His elite vision, puck distribution and hockey IQ have helped 
mitigate some of the drawbacks of his skating. But what’s pushed him to 
this level is his ability to also suppress offense against while taking on top 
competition. Had he matched his Norris year, maybe he’d have made the 
jump up a tier. But it wasn’t quite as good, and his postseason didn’t pop 
either. 

Right now, there’s some separation between them and Josi in Tier 1C, 
but given their respective ages that could change in the near future. 

“McAvoy and Fox don’t deserve it now, but as Tier 1C guys next year, I 
can see them separating from Josi,” an analyst said. 

Tier 2B 

The Big Debate: What will Gaudreau and Tkachuk do in new locales? 

Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk are both coming off career 
years on one of the best lines in the league, with Gaudreau finishing top 
five in Hart Trophy voting. How much the 2021-22 season should have 
raised their stocks in the tiers was the big debate. 

Gaudreau is coming off a 115-point season that landed him third in 
scoring behind only McDavid and Jonathan Huberdeau. The winger was 
one of the best in the league at generating offense in transition and was 
quite possibly the top passer of the season. Gaudreau wasn’t an empty-
calorie scorer or leaning on the power play to boost his stats. He was 
incredibly impactful at five-on-five. 

Still, analysts and scouts both questioned where exactly he belongs in 
these tiers. 

“Gaudreau had an amazing season and is a great player, but I don’t think 
that’s what you can expect from him going forward,” said one NHL 
executive. “I also don’t know if you can win in the playoffs paying a 
winger his size nearly $10 million.” 

“We’re valuing someone whose primary benefit is offensive ability as if 
he’s going to produce 90 or 100 points each year, and I’m not sure he’s 
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proven that’s what he is. I don’t believe that at age 29 he suddenly got a 
lot better,” an analyst added. 

The conversation revolving around Tkachuk is a bit different. He’s 24 and 
in the prime of his career, so this isn’t a debate about whether he can 
repeat based on age. It’s whether he’s as high caliber as his 2021-22 
suggests. 

Tkachuk’s breakout season pushed his value up with some of the best in 
the league. Along with a career-high 104 points that ranked eighth in the 
league, he was excellent at five-on-five and a positive on the power play. 
The winger’s skill set — which includes having the hands to make slick 
plays in the scoring areas while also not shying away from the rugged, 
physical side of the game — makes him an enticing player to many. 

But that’s not the only viewpoint held. 

“I think Matthew Tkachuk is overrated,” one analyst said, adding that his 
presence on a supercharged top line plays tricks on public models, while 
his gritty edge and pesty antics simultaneously trick the old guard to 
make him a bigger deal than he is. 

Tkachuk will still have high-end help to facilitate his game in Florida, most 
notably in Barkov. But he won’t have that same support he had in 
Calgary, which may test where he truly belongs. The same goes for 
Gaudreau, who will be on a much weaker Blue Jackets team. 

“The repeatability of 100-plus points is hard. And I don’t think at their core 
they’re both 100-point players. You’re probably going to see some 
regression there,” an analyst added. 

Their career seasons helped fuel a bump in the tiers — Tkachuk from 3B 
and Gaudreau from 4A. But how the wingers measure up to the lofty 
expectations they set for themselves should be telling. 

Splitting up “The Perfection Line” 

Patrice Bergeron’s return to Boston means a lot of things and for the 
Bruins, most of them are good. For other forwards hoping to win a Selke 
Trophy? We’ve got some bad news. For us, another season of Bergeron 
means another season of trying to adequately rank the members of “The 
Perfection Line.” 

Last season’s placements might’ve been surprising. David Pastrnak’s 
goal-scoring ability and Brad Marchand’s pace/playmaking/production — 
combined with Bergeron’s age — put them a half-step ahead. It wasn’t 
an easy call, but it felt correct. It was also one of the more contentious 
calls of the project. 

Flash forward a year, and all three are still in the same neighborhood, but 
the specifics have shifted a bit. Marchand’s season wasn’t his best, and 
Bergeron turned back the clock. It made sense to treat them as a pair. 
Pastrnak, another 40-goal season aside, doesn’t move the needle 
enough elsewhere at the moment — relatively — to hang with Marchand 
and Bergeron. It’s not meant as a knock, but someone has to benefit (at 
least a bit) from arrangements like that one. It took Marchand years to 
earn credit as a year-in, year-out equal partner with Bergeron. Pastrnak, 
it seems, isn’t there yet … and he might be running out of time. 

Let’s just agree to enjoy Bergeron — as an individual player and the 
leader of one of the era’s best trios — while we can. If not for his age 
(37), there’d be plenty of reason to have him even higher. 

“I mean, I hate to use the ‘he does all the little things’ excuse but he does 
all the little things right,” one source said. “And just his net impact on the 
game is as good or better than pretty much anybody in the league save 
for that top handful of players.” 

Breadman takes a dip  

It may seem like an odd choice for Artemi Panarin to be demoted a sub-
tier after setting a career-high 96 points. But there’s a reason he’s 
separated from some of those play-driving wingers of 2A. It’s his five-on-
five play. 

As much as Panarin was a difference-maker for the Rangers in 2021-22 
with his scoring abilities, his impact wasn’t at the levels of years past. A 
coaching change may have influenced that, while teammate quality also 
seemed to weigh on his five-on-five game. Before the deadline, in 
particular, Panarin wasn’t as impactful on the Rangers’ offensive 
creation, and their play in their own end was rough. It turned around 
when a more capable right winger (Andrew Copp) was added into the 
fold until the playoffs when he wasn’t too noticeable, aside from when 
chipping in with a few key scoring plays. 

“There’s maybe a question as to whether he’s 2B or 2C — even 3 — just 
because at five-on-five at least, it seems like he’s kind of starting to slow 
down a little bit. The power play there I think maybe masked his decline a 
little bit and kept his top-line numbers elevated,” one analyst said. “I’m 
kind of wondering whether he’s sliding down the wrong end of the curve 
there.” 

Heiskanen is rising 

The panel universally felt that Miro Heiskanen is and will continue 
climbing these rankings. There was a real push both by the panel and by 
NHL sources to move Heiskanen up to 2A, but ultimately we leaned 
toward 2B because he hasn’t had a huge season like Fox or McAvoy. 
There’s still some noteworthy separation there — for now, anyway. 

“Miro Heiskanen is really good at everything, except getting power-play 
time,” said one analyst poignantly. 

“I think Miro Heiskanen, at the end of the upcoming season, he’ll be 
challenging for that 1C tier spot,” said another. 

Heiskanen is a great skater who can make a ton of defensive stops. He 
has good offensive skills and IQ, but the debate around whether he’s at 
the high-end parts of the league yet revolves around his offense. To date, 
the PP1 job in Dallas reasonably belonged to John Klingberg who has 
since departed for Anaheim. This season will be Heiskanen’s big 
opportunity to prove he can do it all. 

Tier 2C 

The Big Debate: Are we being unfair to Brayden Point? 

Point hasn’t been a top scorer for two seasons and the Lightning still 
managed to make a run to the Cup Final without him. It felt reasonable to 
drop his standing slightly given that context. Still elite, but on the lower 
end of the franchise player tier. 

The NHL was having none of it. Most of the NHL scouts polled thought 
2C was too low, with some saying we were “overthinking it” based on 
Point’s 2021-22 season, pointing to previous years and playoff runs. One 
analyst agreed, saying Point was “an aggressive drop to 2C.” 

Point is still a great player with a ton of speed and skill who works very 
hard night in and night out. The numbers may not have been there last 
season, but he’s still a player worthy of high regard. We’ll ignore that 70 
players had a higher points-per-game rate than him last season and 
instead defer to the great things he’s done in recent seasons, especially 
in the playoffs, to still consider him a franchise player. 

Slavin vs. Ekblad: Defense vs. Offense  

Franchise defenders are hard to find and hard to agree on. After the top 
six, there was a bit more uncertainty — but Jaccob Slavin and Aaron 
Ekblad fit the bill best. They’re elite defenders who may not be as all-
around awesome as those ahead, but are close enough to warrant 
separation from the next group. Slavin is one of the best defensive 
defensemen in hockey with an underrated offensive game. Ekblad is the 
exact opposite, though some would argue less so. 

“I think Slavin is better on defense than Ekblad is on offense — and 
Slavin’s offense is as good as Ekblad’s defense,” an analyst said. 

“If I were building a team, Slavin’s a guy I’d be pretty interested in having. 
I know Ekblad is more productive and does drive a lot of play, but man 
Slavin’s good,” an analyst said. 
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Still, it felt like a worthy comparison with regard to who belongs here and 
Slavin’s inclusion as a franchise player shows how the focus here isn’t 
only on offense. These two feel like decent mirrors and over the last 
three years, their relative impact on expected goals is nearly identical at 
plus-0.15 per 60. 

Sebastian Aho, forgotten star, and Carolina’s lack of oomph-per-60  

While most Cup contenders are anchored by a Tier 1 superstar, the 
Hurricanes are an exception to the rule with their top guys being Slavin 
and Sebastian Aho — both in Tier 2C. The question is whether that’s 
enough oomph to win the Cup. 

We talked about Slavin already and Aho seems to fit a similar mold. He’s 
held in extremely high regard league-wide, but he doesn’t quite have that 
“It” factor. Aho has been a strong two-way center for a few years now 
and has four straight seasons right around a point per game — but 
nothing more than that. It’s enough to be considered a franchise player 
and one of the league’s 10 best centers, but not on the high end of that 
scale. He’s extremely consistent, but his numbers don’t quite leap off the 
page. 

“Aho might be the most forgettable star in the league. The Canes play a 
system and style that suppresses offense,” said one analyst. 

It’s fair to wonder what Aho could manage offensively on a different team 
and it’s why some scouts wanted to push him lower. Still, his two-way 
game deserves more recognition than it gets and had some analysts 
lobbying to place him higher. A deep Carolina run and a big season 
where Aho eclipses 90 points would go a long way toward increasing his 
standing. 

Tier 3: All-Star Player 

Tier 3A 

The Big Debate: Is Jack Hughes a franchise player?  

When we started this exercise, the panel agreed that Jack Hughes 
belonged in Tier 2. The 2019 No. 1 pick had arrived in 2021-22 scoring 
56 points in 49 games, looking like a true driver at even strength. An 
emerging superstar. 

The process was already there for Hughes in 2020-21 as one of the 
league’s best players with the puck, but the results weren’t. It’s why 
everyone picked him as their breakout candidate for the 2021-22 season 
— he looked like someone whose production was ready to explode. And 
he delivered. 

The question was whether 49 games of elite play was enough, or if we 
were getting ahead of ourselves. We initially felt what he showed when 
he was healthy, combined with his elite skating and playmaking ability, 
put him among the very best centers in the league. 

The NHL disagreed. Almost every source we talked to in the league said 
Hughes wasn’t there. Yet. 

“He has the potential to be that type of player, and may be that good very 
soon, but I think it’s aggressive putting him there this early,” said one 
NHL scout. 

“He’s going to be a phenomenal hockey player that will be in that higher 
bucket. Is today the right spot for that? He’s going to be in that group, no 
question. Just is it too soon?” said one analyst. 

After further deliberation and incorporating input from the league, we 
conceded. Look, we’re all huge fans of Hughes and wouldn’t be shocked 
if he rocketed up to Tier 1 status by the end of next year. But 49 games 
isn’t much, and it’s a number that’s out of line with how we’d previously 
approached young players. Hughes also had a slower start to his NHL 
career than expected, and the full body of work is certainly not elite even 
when adjusted for age. 

With most of the panel and NHL sources believing Hughes will be in Tier 
2 or higher shortly, it was a worthy debate. But we need more — he’s just 
not there yet. 

Devon Toews finds his level  

Toews is a player who has steadily risen up our skater tiers year over 
year. He’s coming off a huge season, where he recorded 13 goals and 
57 points and played a ton of minutes for the Stanley Cup champion 
Avalanche. 

The debate isn’t whether Toews is an excellent NHL defenseman. The 
debate centered around whether he was a true franchise player. Our 
initial inclination was yes, but we decided against it for at least one more 
year. Toews is well-rounded, a very skilled offensive player who can 
make a lot of defensive stops. However, he is also stapled to a 1A 
defenseman in Makar and plays a lot with a high-powered top line. That 
created some skepticism among NHL personnel. 

“Toews is a good player, but I don’t see that level of defenseman. You 
take him away from Cale Makar and I don’t think he’s close to the type of 
production,” said one scout.  “He’s just a really nice complementary 
player.” 

“It reminds me a lot of when Chara was playing behind the Bergeron line, 
where they did whatever they wanted to whoever they wanted to where 
it’s hard to evaluate Chara’s partner,” said an analyst. 

Unless the Avs change Toews’ usage this season, that issue isn’t going 
away anytime soon, but a repeat performance would help move him up. 

Huberdeau gets his chance as a frontman 

After a career year where he scored 115 points and earned some Hart 
Trophy buzz, Jonathan Huberdeau stays in the exact same spot as last 
year: Tier 3A. He’s undoubtedly an All-Star player as one of the league’s 
most prolific playmakers, but not quite a franchise player for reasons that 
have been discussed ad nauseam. He can pass the puck better than 
almost anyone else, but his defense is lacking and he plays a sheltered 
role. 

“I think that he’s a really good player. He’s always found a way to be 
productive,” an analyst said. “He’s not really a pure driver, though. I didn’t 
make a note on him. I didn’t mind the placement there. I’m not sure 
there’s that dimensionality maybe in some of the guys listed above.” 

This upcoming season will be a huge test for Huberdeau, with a new 
locale offering him an opportunity as a focal point. There’s no Barkov 
around to take on the tough matchups now, and how Huberdeau handles 
the job in Calgary will be telling. An improvement to his defensive game 
under Darryl Sutter isn’t out of the question either. 

What was most interesting about Huberdeau’s placement around the 
league was the division between traditional and analytical perspectives, 
who wanted him moved up and down respectively. 

“Huberdeau is probably a little high for me. I would probably have him in 
3B or 3C,” said one analyst. 

“I think he’s a superstar personally, one of the most skilled and intelligent 
players in the league. He’s closer to the 1s than the 3s for me but (I) 
would have probably put him in the 2s,” said one scout. 

“(He) doesn’t play defense, his skating is fine, he’s not super competitive. 
But he’s a good passer. That helps, but is that a winning hockey player? I 
would say no,” said another analyst. 

Shifting odds in Vegas 

Up front, two key Golden Knights forwards saw themselves slip down the 
tiers. Mark Stone dropped from 2A to 3A after an injury-riddled season, 
while Jack Eichel’s down from 2B. 

There were some mixed results from both in the minutes they actually 
played in 2021-22, but there’s only so much to draw given their injuries. 
How much did playing through injury hurt Stone’s level of play? Did 
Eichel show his true capabilities after shaking off all the rust? It didn’t 
help either that the team around them was a rotation of absences, either. 
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Both players are here in 3A for now — Stone is a player one analyst 
mentioned they would move up and gladly take, if they knew he was 
healthy. Another mentioned that the placement for Eichel works for now, 
but in a year he could easily move in either direction. The uncertainty all 
circles back to that injury status, and whether there are any lingering 
effects on either one’s game. 

They’re not the only Golden Knights to drop, either — Shea Theodore did 
from 2B to 3A. Having to share the number one responsibilities with Alex 
Pietrangelo (and, of course, manage the situation around him in Vegas) 
plays into it. But some systematic changes, with Bruce Cassidy now 
behind the bench, and a more stable lineup around him may help him 
trend back up, along with Eichel and Stone. 

Tier 3B 

The Big Debate: Is Moritz Seider a franchise player?  

Detroit’s star defenseman Moritz Seider was arguably the biggest point of 
contention in this entire exercise. We put him at 3B, where he eventually 
ended, and the league had opinions about that. Almost every NHL scout 
or executive polled said he should be higher, with several arguing he 
should be in the second tier, saying he was already a clear top-10 
defenseman in the league. 

“When you watched Seider last season he looked pretty special. He’s 
going to be an impact player in the league for a long time. I wouldn’t take 
several of the defensemen you have ahead of him if I needed to win a 
game tomorrow,” said one scout. 

However, several of the analysts polled thought we were being too 
aggressive and that Seider needed to be lowered. “I think the case with 
Seider is he had a good year. Is he ready to do that every year? There’s 
a difference between having a season as the No. 1 defenseman and 
being a No. 1 defenseman and the reliability of showing up every year to 
do it,” said one analyst. 

The appeal of Seider is obvious from a scouting perspective. He’s a bit of 
a rare treasure as this huge, highly-mobile and physical defenseman with 
legit offense. He has early indicators he could be this generation’s Chris 
Pronger, even though he only has one NHL season under his belt and 
needs to show that level of play consistently. Analytically, he was a beast 
in the first half, performing exceptionally well despite facing some of the 
toughest usage in the league. His defensive numbers sagged a bit in the 
second half, but that was a problem that plagued much of the team. 

In discussing Seider, we debated whether it made sense to have him and 
Jack Hughes in different tiers. Dom sent out a poll to his readers to even 
ask that question which leaned Seider. When Corey did his ranking of the 
best U23 players in the NHL, Hughes and Seider were 1-2, with a lean to 
Hughes. 

We’ll see how Mo does next season, but after being a divisive No. 6 pick 
in 2019, the next phase of the debate will be about how quickly the 
Calder Trophy recipient should be elevated to the highest points of the 
league. He has Tier 1 upside. 

One-way wingers with Kane and Ovechkin  

Ranking Patrick Kane and Alex Ovechkin in this exercise is always 
controversial. There are those that still see a dynamic playmaker and 
lethal scorer. Then there are those who see their production as a bit 
shallow, lacking completeness to their games. 

“Kane and Ovechkin need to be higher, they are dynamic scoring 
wingers” was a theme we heard from a lot of NHL scouts. 

“I have a little bit of a concern about Patrick Kane, a little bit of a thing 
about Ovechkin. Like a lot of these offensive wingers are going to be a 
little bit high for me,” an analyst said. This was a prevailing thought from 
other analysts. 

On the one hand, a strong defensive game isn’t the highest priority for 
wingers. On the other hand, it’s part of what separates players like Kane 
and Ovechkin from the wingers in Tier 2 — the ones who can drive play 

to a much higher degree. Since we’re projecting for next season, age is a 
critical component to consider here as well. 

For both players, there’s an argument for them to be higher, given their 
offensive dominance. But there’s also an argument for each to be lower 
considering their shortcomings. They give a lot back the other way and 
so splitting the difference between the two dichotomies felt like the safest 
option. 

Still, we understand that decision won’t be a popular one. 

“Ovechkin is still a tank, he just scored 50 goals. Nobody in the league 
wants to play against him,” said one scout. 

“Kane should be in the same tier as Johnny Gaudreau at a minimum, 
he’s still one of the best players in the world,” said another scout. 

Paying for potential 

We love our “pairs” here — it’s not always deliberate, but we often realize 
that we’ve linked up similar players at similar points in their careers. 
Quinn Hughes and Thomas Chabot are one of this season’s examples. 
Chabot, at 25, is a few years older than Hughes, but the contracts 
(Chabot at $8.0 million AAV through 2028, Hughes at $7.85 million 
through 2027) are similar. Both are paid like high-end, left-shot No. 1 
defensemen — and both have a bit of work to do before they perfectly fit 
the bill. 

We believe in their ability to get there; if we didn’t, they wouldn’t be in 
Tier 3 whatsoever. Hughes in particular took major steps to solidify 
himself. For him, 2020-21 was nearly a disaster. Questions over his 
ceiling — is he an all-around player or an offensively-gifted defenseman 
with glaring flaws? — were starting to emerge. Last season, though, his 
production swung back up to what he managed as a rookie, and he 
rounded things out elsewhere. There were less turnovers and better 
awareness, and that manifested itself in better numbers across the 
board, despite a set of miscast partners on Vancouver’s top pair. 

Chabot’s season ended with a broken hand in March, but he’s still a 
foundational piece for an impressive core in Ottawa. Like Hughes, he’s 
on a bit of an island — we’ll see if Drake Batherson lives up to the billing 
— and the Sens have banked a lot on him. It seems like we’ll get 
answers one way or another. His production will tell the tale. 

Svech takes another step 

Andrei Svechnikov being put in 3A last season was somewhat of a 
bullish move by the panel, thinking he would have a breakout season and 
become a point-per-game player. While he posted career highs in points, 
he didn’t quite take the massive step we expected. A lesser impact in his 
play-driving ability and very weak postseason performance also loomed 
largely. 

“I love the player, he has everything you want in a true top-line guy, but 
man was he bad in the playoffs,” said one scout. 

We remain big fans of the player and think the best days are yet to come. 
Svechnikov’s combination of high-end skill, size, speed, physicality and 
finish make him so enticing. He has all the tools to be a franchise player. 

“I’m still a fan of Svech. The dream is kind of close to what Kaprizov often 
looks like, except a power-forward version. Production-wise, that’s the 
dream — but the longer he goes not fully realizing it, the more the 
window shuts for it,” said one analyst. 

Tier 3C 

The Big Debate: Where is the end of the high end? 

The division between lettered sub-tiers can seem a little nebulous. The 
numbered ones, though? The big boys? Those are a little easier to suss 
out. One of the clearest distinctions is between defensemen in Tier 3 and 
Tier 4. If your guy is in 3, you should feel fine about having him as a No. 
1. We can quibble about what makes a “high-end” top D-man, but the 
Tier 3 players are at least in the conversation. 
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Once we hit Tier 4, though, the warts start to emerge. Tier 3C is the last 
spot for the true contender’s top defensemen. If you clock in after these 
folks, you’re probably miscast on a top team. 

Drew Doughty is back in the group despite playing just 39 games. That’s 
a testament to how good he was while he was in the lineup. 

Underlying numbers have been a bit of a boogeyman for Doughty 
throughout his career. Those weren’t a problem last season. Now, he 
seems primed to start a new phase as the leader of the Kings’ next wave 
— but his career hasn’t been linear, so we’ll see how it shakes out. If he 
was conserving energy at times over the past few seasons, it seems to 
have paid off. 

Kris Letang, at 34, set a career best in points (68) and played customarily 
huge minutes to great effect, showing up on plenty of Norris ballots. He 
signed a deal that’ll pay him a $6.1 million AAV until he’s 40, and he 
deserved it. Those two have fewer questions surrounding them than the 
rest. 

Dougie Hamilton’s first season in New Jersey was a bit of a mess. On 
one hand, his track record suggests he’ll come closer to living up to his 
contract ($9 million through 2028). On the other, the Devils don’t have 
anyone approaching a Jaccob Slavin-caliber partner to roll out next to 
him. Alex Pietrangelo didn’t come close to having the bounce-back 
season some of us expected, but Vegas — due in part to injuries — may 
have asked him, at 32, to do an unreasonable amount of work. His 
underlying numbers don’t do his play justice given his usage on and off 
the puck. Jared Spurgeon, in part, is who he’s always been — an 
undersized top-pair guy with phenomenal underlying numbers, but he 
probably is, at long last, properly rated. At 32, as with Pietrangelo, it’s fair 
to wonder whether we’re seeing the start of Spurgeon’s decline. 

Still, if you fancy your team a contender with one of these guys at the top 
of your depth chart, you’re in OK shape. Move on to more pressing 
issues. 

Shooters shoot 

We put four 3C forwards in a group: Kyle Connor, Alex DeBrincat, Jake 
Guentzel and Steven Stamkos. The guy who put the fewest pucks on net 
last season? Stamkos. That says something about the volume of shots 
we’ve come to expect from that group — Stamkos is at the back of the 
pack. All four hit the 40-goal mark, with Connor (47, tied for fifth in the 
league) leading the way. 

And Connor, as ever, is the most interesting case. We’ve said before that 
he’s Phil Kessel 2.0, down to his brutal defensive reputation: 

“Kyle Connor is going to make a lot of money and lose a lot of hockey 
games,” an analyst said. “He has a more well-rounded offensive game 
than I thought, but the defense is as bad as I thought.” 

That “more well-rounded” offensive game is key. Connor made strides 
across the board with his contributions. He’s more than just a shooter, 
regardless of your opinion of his defensive game. And for better or 
worse, you can expect things to tighten up under Rick Bowness. Connor 
is going to earn that $50 million contract. 

Guentzel, meanwhile, continues to show that he’s far from a Sidney 
Crosby creation, and DeBrincat — productive as ever — gets to go for a 
big-money deal of his own in Ottawa, away from the Chicago tank 
parade. That’s also away from Kane and our concern with how he fares 
without one of the league’s best playmakers was one reason he didn’t 
earn a higher spot in Tier 3. 

Skill … with questions 

There’s a common theme between three players who landed in 3C — 
Nikolaj Ehlers, Robert Thomas and Mathew Barzal are all incredibly 
smooth with the puck. And there’s an argument to see each one move in 
the rankings. 

Ehlers doesn’t get the usage of a top forward — not at five-on-five or on 
the power play in Winnipeg. He’s a fit in this section, according to an 

executive, because this tier is filled with more supporting players versus 
bonafide superstars. 

Thomas is coming off a season where he ranked as one of the best 
puck-movers in the league thanks to his vision and elite playmaking while 
also being a reliable two-way center. The Blues center isn’t at that 
superstar status just yet. 

“I think there’s a possibility that when you do this next offseason, he’s in 
Tier 2. I think that’s how high his playmaking abilities are,” an executive 
added. 

Barzal is coming off the toughest year of the bunch, but there’s reason to 
keep him with this duo and not demote him based on 2021-22 alone. 

“Barzal is one of the more dynamic young centers in the game. I think 
having him in the 4s is harsh, he should be 3A,” said one scout. “He’s 
better than Jack Hughes and arguably Sebastian Aho.” 

Barzal’s environment, though, and the defensive structure of his team, 
may be what held him back this past year. 

“I think one is just being put in a position to take advantage of those skills 
and one is not,” an executive explained. “If (Barzal) ends up in a different 
place at the end of this contract or once he hits UFA status, he’s going to 
be right up with those Tier 2 guys.” 

‘Big D’ bus driver 

The challenge with Dallas’ top line was separating who the true driver is. 
Joe Pavelski, Jason Robertson or Roope Hintz? 

The conversation really focused on Robertson — who spiced up the 
Calder race in 2020-21 with Kaprizov before tallying 41 goals and 79 
points in his sophomore season — and Hintz. The center has been really 
solid in the minutes he’s played these last two years. Injuries limited his 
time in 2020-21, and this last year he got himself on the long list for the 
Selke Trophy. 

That scoring pop is what earned Robertson a nod ahead of his linemates, 
but it wasn’t without a lot of discussions that ultimately lowered him a few 
sub-tiers within the third bracket. 

“Robertson is really good. His skating has always (been) and continues 
to be an issue, but he scored 40 goals,” said one scout. 

“It’s all shooting and finishing impact,” another executive said. “I think his 
impact on the rest of the game is just maybe average. A little bit strong, 
but it’s not at the same level like all these other guys are. If you go down 
the next tier to 3C, like DeBrincat, Guentzel — those guys are also 
finishers, but I think they impact the game more in different ways than 
Robertson does.” 

Tier 4: Top of the lineup 

Tier 4A 

The Big Debate: Where do Weegar and Jones belong?  

Analysts love MacKenzie Weegar. Scouts love Seth Jones. They don’t 
agree on the other. 

Weegar has a track record of limiting opponents’ shots and quality 
chances, and his neutral-zone efforts and plays at the blue line contribute 
to that. The problem is that when he makes a mistake, it’s glaring. That 
was particularly true in Florida this past year, a team that was very loose 
defensively. While Weegar played tough minutes for the Panthers, 
opinions can easily change on his ability when there’s a misplay at one of 
the most pivotal moments of the year on the national stage. 

“I think Weegar needs to go up. Playoffs aside … fine, they got swept. 
Making a bad play in the playoffs can stick out poorly, but if you are 
getting swept you don’t get to complain about individual plays,” an 
analyst said. 
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Some analysts felt he could be moved up, but his game isn’t for 
everyone. “I don’t love Weegar’s hockey sense and defending. We liked 
playing against him,” said one scout. 

Opinions are also split on Jones. Some see him maintaining the level of 
play that put him in that top defenseman conversation a few years ago, 
when he was thriving as a rover in Columbus. 

“Jones is a monster, he should be way higher than you have him,” said 
one scout. “You put him on a playoff team and he’d look like one of the 
top defensemen in the league, such as when he was in that series for 
Columbus a few years ago.” 

Others don’t see him as this highly-touted defenseman, though, and 
blame more than just his surroundings. 

“I don’t know what I said about him last year, but you can probably copy 
and paste it. Nothing has changed. I don’t know what he did this year 
except play a lot of minutes for a terrible team,” an analyst said. 

The truth about each player is probably somewhere in the middle. Jones 
had that elite No. 1 upside, but doesn’t seem to be at that level right now. 
He’ll be more exposed than ever in Chicago, but he can bolster his stock 
if he can be a stabilizing force in the rebuilding process. Weegar has his 
strengths, but makes some questionable decisions. He’ll have more 
support in Calgary, which should bode well for his game. 

The debates surrounding these two are what landed them together in this 
tier — 4A has become the home to flawed top-pair defensemen. 

The pivot point 

Ask around the league and there’s a clear deference to centers — it’s 
really hard to win without an elite option. Tier 3 and above features 14 
centers — the above-average options, and you’d definitely prefer one 
from a higher tier. Tier 4 is where problems start to arise if that’s a team’s 
top guy. They’re luxuries on a contending team playing second fiddle or 
with a strong support system, but they’re liabilities on bottom feeders as 
“The Guy,” especially without capable support. 

John Tavares fits into the luxury category playing behind Matthews. He’s 
still a point-per-game guy earning 55 percent of the expected goals, but 
is in an easier situation on the second line and his skating, which was 
never an asset, isn’t getting better with age. Hintz and Elias Lindholm 
play on the top line, but play with very strong wingers. It makes it difficult 
to get a true read on what they can do on their own. 

For Lindholm, it was tempting to have him in Tier 3, but that’s a move 
that should be reserved for next season — seeing him without Gaudreau 
and Tkachuk flanking him. 

“Lindholm is more of the passenger on that line. There’s enough of a 
history of this player that he’s a very good player, but like a second-line 
center. I think you could put a lot of centers in between those two guys, 
and they would have had the same offensive output. I’m not sure the 
defense would have been as good though.” 

Tomas Hertl and Dylan Larkin are good examples of what happens when 
this particular archetype — the non-elite all-around center — gets put at 
the top of the lineup without much help. The team struggles. That’s not 
entirely their fault, but a better top-line center would be able to drive 
stronger team results. That’s the separating factor between tiers. 

Enigmatic forwards 

While 3C featured high-end supporting forwards, there’s a trio of players 
that find themselves just below. They aren’t superstar talents who can 
carry a top line, but they are key components to a contending top six. 

After falling just short of the Top 100, Fiala made it to 4A after a career 
year. The forward bet on himself with a one-year contract, then played 
his way out of Minnesota’s price range. The winger was at his best 
alongside Matt Boldy, when he finally had some high-end talent to skate 
with. The upside he showed signs of in Nashville finally came together 

with a career-best 85 points — though another postseason no-show is 
tough to ignore. 

While Fiala trended up, William Nylander’s consistency keeps him here. 
He’s a spark for the Maple Leafs’ middle six, whether that’s on the 
second line with Tavares or driving the third. 

Elias Pettersson, however, finds himself lower after an up-and-down 
season that dropped him down from 2B. What keeps him in the mix is the 
turnaround he showed late in the year for Vancouver, plus an upward 
trajectory given his age. 

Low-end 1Ds  

While Darnell Nurse did not replicate his offensive output from 2020-21, 
he is still a true top-flight defender. It’s rare to find a big defenseman who 
can skate the way he can, who is as physical as he is, and who also 
provides some offense. Morgan Rielly stays in the same tier despite 
having one of his best years. He’s a very talented player with a ton of 
skill, vision and mobility — though questions regarding his defensive 
game remain. 

Proximity to the two best forwards in hockey is part of the reason both 
defenders fall in Tier 4 rather than Tier 3. It’s a cushy gig earning big 
minutes with McDavid and Matthews and that means taking some of their 
sparkling numbers with a grain of salt. 

Tier 4B 

The Big Debate: What happens when an old guy breaks out?  

Nazem Kadri was 31 with a career high of 61 points. He earned 87 points 
in 71 games last season. Chris Kreider was 30 with a career high of 28 
goals. He scored 52 goals last season. J.T. Miller was 28 with a career 
high of 72 points. He put up 99 points last season. 

Three shocking, out-of-nowhere seasons that will be very difficult to 
replicate, even though one NHL scout suggested we elevate Kadri all the 
way to Tier 2. There’s a reason none of the three made the cut last year. 
That makes ranking each player pretty difficult going into next season. 

“Personally I don’t have a lot of faith in Kadri being in that group,” an 
analyst said. “I like Kreider a lot, but I don’t like him in that group. I don’t 
think he’s as good as he looked this year — he’s not going to have 75 
power-play goals every year.” 

“Kreider needs to come down to at least 4C. He’s going back to 30 
goals,” an analyst said. 

Based on what they did last year they deserve to be higher — but 
projecting out for next year necessitates caution. Kadri is projected to 
drop to 70 points, and that might be ambitious given his priors and a 
move from Colorado to Calgary. Same goes for Kreider who’s projected 
for 39 goals. Both bring an edge that is valuable come playoff time and 
Kreider is an elite skater, but their inclusion hinges on a newfound 
scoring prowess that will be hard to duplicate. 

As for Miller, he’s the youngest of the three (29) and has scored a high 
rate before, making his production more believable. He’s projected for 85 
points. The issue is how he earns those points — in big minutes, as the 
focal point on the power play. While he’s very skilled with the man 
advantage, being “The Guy” is not an opportunity he’d have on a 
stronger team. 

“If you’re a contending team, are you turning over the keys to your power 
play to Miller? Ninety-nine points overstates his value,” an analyst said. 

It’s worth noting his defensive game isn’t very strong either, further 
bringing down his value. That’s something Miller himself acknowledges. 
Without a surprise 99-point season, the rest of his game isn’t strong 
enough for consideration here and like Kadri and Kreider, the likelihood 
of repeating the feat isn’t high. 

“Miller and Kadri probably both have to be there because they had such 
good years, but I won’t be surprised if they’re off the list next year,” an 
analyst said. 
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The difference between 1s and 2s 

This tier is the home of either (slightly) miscast No. 1 defensemen or No. 
2s on their own team who are capable of a bit more. If they were well-
rounded, they’d be higher on the list. Instead, we’ve got two offensive 
guys (Columbus’ Zach Werenski and Tampa Bay’s Mikhail Sergachev) 
and two defensive guys (Minnesota’s Jonas Brodin and the Islanders’ 
Adam Pelech). 

The Lightning clearly are banking on Sergachev, based on his new 
contract (eight years, $8.5 million AAV) and the fact that they sent out 
shutdown defenseman Ryan McDonagh to accommodate him. The plan 
is for Sergachev to take over McDonagh’s minutes. If he handles them, 
he’ll make a jump for next season. 

Werenski, meanwhile, is an interesting case. “I feel like you’ve penalized 
players on average teams,” said one scout, calling Werenski in particular 
“(a lot) better than some of the guys you have above him.” 

Fair. But the Blue Jackets were average for a reason — and frankly 
“average” is generous. Now, expectations have changed. 

Zegras and Hischier, searching for the ceiling  

Nico Hischier was a player who just barely squeezed into the top 100 last 
year and then had a career season for the Devils. Some of that may have 
been driven by his team shooting over 11 percent when he’s on the ice, 
but Hischier is an excellent player. He has a ton of skill, he can play with 
pace and contribute at both ends of the rink. Is he more than a decent 
first-line center? Probably not. But on a team with Jack Hughes, he 
doesn’t need to be. 

Trevor Zegras was an interesting case. He’s one of the smartest players 
in the league and a runner-up for the Calder. 

The sentiment among scouts was we had him too low, but one analyst 
made an interesting argument against Zegras: “Trevor Zegras is all style 
over substance. He has some substance, but if you need to win a hockey 
game tomorrow, Phillip Danault is way better.” 

There are certainly guys in this tier or below who have had better 
seasons and would have been better in a playoff game last season. 
Zegras is not the most well-rounded forward you’ll ever see, but part of 
this ranking is projection. Zegras oozes skill and offensive hockey sense 
— we expect another big step next season. 

The problem with St. Louis 

We’re going to keep saying it because it’s important. There’s nothing 
wrong with a Tier 3 or 4 player. Those guys are, at minimum, among the 
top 100 in the NHL. We talked about Thomas’ potential earlier, and that’s 
evident. Same goes for Jordan Kyrou. But if we’re witnessing the start of 
Ryan O’Reilly’s decline, even if it’s slow, and the peak of Pavel 
Buchnevich, that’s a forward group — deep as it is — that might not be 
good enough to make up for a pedestrian defensive corps. 

Colton Parayko was a tough case, but we ultimately included him, even 
though he’s overextended as a No. 1. The waterfall effect continues from 
there; Torey Krug, Justin Faulk and Nick Leddy, as a top four, are all on 
track to be asked to play a level up from where their recent performance 
dictates. That doesn’t make them bad. It doesn’t make the Blues bad. But 
it does speak to the sort of talent drain that costs teams once the playoffs 
roll around. 

Tier 4C 

The Big Debate: Where do the data darlings belong? 

We have three newcomers with something in common. They are 
analytics darlings who are starting to get the spotlight they deserve. 

It took Valeri Nichushkin some time to reach these heights. He rebuilt his 
value, after being bought out by the Stars, as a strong defensive forward 
in Colorado. His tenacity and forechecking made him an important 
supporting piece. He worked his way into the top six where improved 

finishing talent made him crucial to Colorado’s Cup run. His ability to play 
in any situation, at any point in the game, is what lands him here. 

Carter Verhaeghe has a similar origin story; from unqualified in 2020 to 
top-line mainstay in Florida. Verhaeghe has become one of the best at 
generating offense in transition, and clicks well with an elite two-way 
center in Barkov. The fact that he was one of the few Panthers to even 
show up in the postseason helps his case. 

Andrew Mangiapane’s scoring didn’t jump off the page in Calgary in his 
first couple of seasons, but there were signs below the surface that it 
would soon. Then in 2021-22, he tallied 35 goals and 55 points in his 
best season yet. The finishing talent he’s shown is obviously the highlight 
of his game, but there’s more to it for the winger. Mangiapane can bring 
the puck in with control and drive to the quality areas of the ice, where he 
concentrates most of his shots. He’s not a bad passer, either. 

That’s what earned each of these players a spot, and if they can keep up 
that strong play below the surface, the results should follow. They belong 
here, even if they never move to the upper echelons with some of the 
elite. 

“I think where they are on this list is fine and justifiable,” an analyst said. 
“I think some of Hockey Twitter would say they’re too low. All three of 
them are perfectly good third-fourth best forwards on a good team, which 
is a valuable thing — that’s kind of where we are on the list here.” 

The Selke pool 

Sean Couturier and Anze Kopitar are the Selke Trophy mainstays of 
years past, while Danault and Joel Eriksson Ek are the present. 

Nothing went right for the Flyers in 2021-22, including the play of some of 
their best. Couturier’s slip is less self-inflicted than others who simply 
dropped off. Whether he can claw back up, however, may depend on 
whether he can overcome the quality of the team around him. 

Kopitar is a player most would expect to start trending down given his 
age, but sharing some of his defensive responsibilities helped extend his 
effective play. That fell on Danault. Now that Danault isn’t the sole 
shutdown center on his team, he has a chance to play in more offensive 
situations to better express the other side of his game. 

“Danault has consistently been just such an impactful two-way player,” a 
team executive said. “Even though he’s never had the points — I don’t 
know if he ever will have the points to be considered one of the top 
players in the league — but effort level, defense, offense … I think he’s 
criminally underrated as a hockey player.” 

Eriksson Ek’s broken into the Selke conversation over the last two years, 
whether measured as the best outright defensive forward or two-way 
forward. He’s hard to play against and a pivotal player in Minnesota. 

A fall from grace 

For the longest time, Mark Scheifele skirted by on a reputation built at his 
peak. He was a franchise player. Was. While he still scores like one, his 
two-way game has really taken a hit — especially on defense. Last year 
he was in Tier 3 as a show of reverence to his skill set, but another trying 
year in his own end led to a hearty drop. Scheifele scored at an 86-point 
pace last year, but for the fourth straight season was break-even in goals 
at five-on-five, while getting badly outchanced. 

That’s a worrying trend, and this year there was little appetite from those 
surveyed to have him higher. Scheifele is still a bonafide top-line center, 
but a low-end one. He’s not “The Guy” on a contending team. Not like he 
used to be. 

Choose your own Flame 

A very late, very unexpected debate broke out while we finalized the list. 
Which Flames defenseman — Rasmus Andersson or Noah Hanifin — 
should be included, in addition to 4A’s Weegar? We took the coward’s 
way out and chose both. 
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Andersson has added value as a right shot. Players with his profile are 
simply less common than Hanifin. Playing big minutes with the 
Gaudreau-Lindholm-Tkachuk line likely helped his numbers. Same goes 
for Hanifin. Weegar is a wild card — he could open the season on a 
second pair with Chris Tanev, rather than to Andersson’s left — but if 
Andersson and Hanifin again make up Calgary’s top pair, it’d be unfair to 
break them up on our list. 

And if they’re split up, both could wind up benefiting. Weegar could have 
an Aaron Ekblad-type effect on Andersson, and Hanifin and Tanev were 
outstanding together two years ago. Those are a lot of variables for two 
ultimately solid players, though, so we split the difference and put them 
both on the final list. 

Highly touted 

Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin was an interesting debate after an excellent 
offensive season. He has all the tools of a star defenseman between his 
elite hands and offensive instincts to go with good size and mobility. You 
could easily make a debate about whether he should be higher based on 
what we expect he could do next season, but that requires a step up in 
play at five-on-five, specifically in his own end. The panel held out that 
they wanted to see it more consistently, but not without detractors from 
around the league who expect Dahlin to make a big jump in the not-too-
distant future. 

“Defensemen sometimes take longer than forwards. Some of the best 
defensemen in the league right now didn’t play like that until they were 
22, 23, 24 years old. Dahlin will be a top NHL defenseman sometime in 
the next few years,” said an NHL executive. 
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Pronman: The most interesting NHL 2022-23 training camp prospects 
from each team 
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As NHL training camps prepare to open for the 2022-23 season, it is time 
to highlight the most interesting prospect to follow for each NHL team. 

This list is not meant to simply outline every team’s top prospect, but 
instead identify the player whose progress will be the most fascinating to 
follow this fall, mostly with an eye toward players who could help their 
clubs soon. 

Anaheim Ducks — Jacob Perreault, RW: Perreault has already played 
two pro seasons before the age of 20. He was very good in 2020-21 in 
the AHL and good but not as productive this prior season. Perreault is 
viewed as a highly talented scorer, but scouts would like him to be more 
consistent and have more pace dating back to his junior days. He’s now 
not a junior-aged player anymore, and I will be curious if he can show he 
can be an effective player versus an NHL defenseman, particularly at 
even strength. 

Arizona Coyotes — Victor Soderstrom, RHD: Soderstrom has been solid 
versus men for several years, but for a guy viewed as a dynamic 
offensive player — which is why he was selected with the No. 11 pick — 
he has yet to light it up versus AHL players. He’s 21 years old, and now 
is his time to show he can drive play and make things happen at the 
highest level. On a thin Coyotes team, Soderstrom should be showing 
some signs of breaking through into an everyday player. 

Boston Bruins — John Beecher, C: The Bruins have a light farm system, 
but one of the bright moments for the team prospect-wise was how well 
Beecher played when he turned pro at the end of the 2021 season after a 
tough junior season at Michigan. If he can even show some offense at 

camp, to go with the great speed and size he has, that could show 
promise of a guy who can play NHL games soon, and maybe someone 
who was just buried in a deep Michigan lineup. 

Buffalo Sabres — John-Jason Peterka, LW: Buffalo has a lot of young 
talent coming up, and potential high picks such as Owen Power and Jack 
Quinn will be front and center at camp and likely on the big club. The 
camp of second-round pick JJ Peterka, who had a marvelous 19-year-old 
season in the AHL and outperformed Quinn in the playoffs, will be highly 
intriguing. This is a guy who is on a sharp upward development curve 
and could conceivably outplay some higher-profile names at camp. 

Calgary Flames — Jakob Pelletier, LW: Pelletier had a great rookie AHL 
season and is the most likely player in the Flames system to break 
through at camp into an NHL role. He’s never been the biggest or fastest, 
so how well he handles the NHL pace will be a good test at camp, but 
he’s super smart and competitive. 

Carolina Hurricanes — Jack Drury, C: Drury has been a big part of an 
SHL and AHL championship run over the last two seasons and seems 
primed to make the Hurricanes roster. I’d be surprised if he wasn’t an 
opening day guy for them, but he still needs to prove it at camp, 
especially given he’s not the quickest skater. I think, because of how 
hard he works, he’ll be an easy guy for the coaching staff to like and 
keep. 

Chicago Blackhawks — Lukas Reichel, LW: Reichel will be front and 
center at Chicago camp after a big year in the AHL and a lot of 
opportunities available on their roster. He’s a well-rounded forward who 
plays a pro-style game and I can see him having immediate success with 
Chicago. 

Colorado Avalanche — Martin Kaut, RW: Kaut’s name has gotten buried 
a little on a deep Colorado depth chart, but there’s some opportunity on 
the wings this season for him to break through, he will just need to seize 
the opportunity. I still like his game; he’s a big winger who can skate, has 
some skill and plays both ways so I can see him having a big camp. 

Columbus Blue Jackets — Kirill Marchenko, RW: Marchenko took some 
time to sign with Columbus, but now that he’s in Ohio he is right up there 
in short-term intrigue for an organization that also has a lot of high picks 
in recent years coming to camp. Marchenko has a lot of NHL tools 
between his size, speed and skill, and in a new environment, it will be 
interesting to see if he can flourish. 

Dallas Stars — Ty Dellandrea, C: Dellandrea was a top-15 pick by the 
Stars in 2018 and has yet to break through as a full-time regular. His 
pure scoring may never be great, but he has a lot of pro elements in his 
game. This is a big camp for him, as he’s a year out from needing 
waivers. The Stars lineup could use a little more talent up front and it 
would be ideal if Dellandrea could break through. 

Detroit Red Wings — Simon Edvinsson, LHD: After his great 18-year-old 
season in the SHL, I thought Edvinsson looked like a strong candidate to 
be an NHLer in 2022-23. After a shaky summer world juniors though, I’m 
more 50-50 on that idea. It will make his camp fascinating and it will be 
interesting to see how the highly-toolsy defenseman does with the NHL 
pace and if he’s ready to be an everyday guy at that level. 

Edmonton Oilers — Dylan Holloway, LW: I feel like Philip Broberg is a 
near lock to start up with the club, so my intrigue turns to Holloway, who 
got a few shifts in a playoff game last season. He plays hard and has a 
game that can play at the bottom of a lineup. My guess is he probably 
ends up going to the AHL for a bit, especially with how much time he 
missed from injury last season, but it wouldn’t shock me if he forces the 
Oilers’ hand at camp. 

Florida Panthers — Justin Sourdif, RW: I wanted to put first-round pick 
Grigori Denisenko here but I was unsure if he was ready for training 
camp when writing it. In his absence, my attention turns to Sourdif, who 
has played very well in junior since being drafted in the third round by the 
Panthers. I don’t expect him to make the roster by any means, but 
Florida has thinned out their farm system and if someone gets hurt, I 
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could see Sourdif as one of the first names up — if he has a good camp 
and start in the AHL. 

Los Angeles Kings — Alex Turcotte, C: There’s a lot of camp intrigue for 
the Kings due to their deep farm system, but it’s fair to say a lot of eyes 
will be on Turcotte, the 2019 No. 5 pick. After a so-so start to his pro 
career, it’s fair to start expecting some better returns this upcoming 
season. He’s a very good player, but looking at the Kings roster, there 
isn’t an obvious spot for him to fill. A hopeful strong camp for Turcotte will 
be about forcing his way onto the club, or looking good enough to be the 
first injury call-up option. 

Minnesota Wild — Marco Rossi, C: The Wild signing Sam Steel created 
more roster competition for Rossi, their 2020 top-10 pick. Rossi has a 
strong chance to make the Wild, but he’s not a lock and it will be an 
intriguing roster competition to follow. He had a strong first full pro 
season, but he’s also a year removed from missing a season due to 
significant COVID-19 complications and slowed down a bit in the second 
half, so it wouldn’t be the worst thing to allow him to dominate the level 
before moving up. 

Montreal Canadiens — Juraj Slafkovsky, LW: The much-discussed No. 1 
pick of the 2022 NHL Draft, Slafkovsky will have a lot of eyes on him at 
Canadiens camp. After his year in TPS, I probably wouldn’t call him a 
shoo-in to be in the NHL all season, which is what makes his camp 
process a headline to watch. I think ultimately he will stick and stick all 
season due to how talented he is, but we’ll see how it goes. 

Nashville Predators — Yaroslav Askarov, G: Askarov looked like a no-
doubt quality-starting goalie coming up into his draft year. Since then he’s 
had very good stretches and then some tougher stretches, especially this 
past season, compounded by a lack of playing time over the last two 
years. Now in Nashville’s system full-time, he will have more 
opportunities in the AHL. He doesn’t need to look NHL-ready at camp; 
they can take their time with him. 

New Jersey Devils — Alexander Holtz, RW: Holtz was very successful in 
the AHL as a teenager, and the 2020 No. 7 pick will have a lot of eyes on 
him at camp as he enters his 20-year-old season. He’s expected to 
compete for a full-time job, although it’s not clear exactly where that job 
will be in the Devils’ top nine, so he will need to play well enough to steal 
someone’s role in all likelihood. 

New York Islanders — William Dufour, RW: Dufour and Aatu Raty are 
the Islanders’ top two prospects coming into camp. Dufour is the one I 
chose to highlight because the path to a winger job being stolen seems 
easier than a center job, even if both are likely heading to Bridgeport. 
Dufour has developed very well over the last few years as a big, highly-
skilled winger who can shoot the puck at a top level. His skating isn’t the 
best so I will be curious to see how he handles the NHL pace. 

New York Rangers — Vitali Kravtsov, RW: After it seemed like Kravtsov 
and the Rangers were barreling toward a divorce, he’s expected to 
compete for a job with the team and is likely to start the season on the 
roster. Kravtsov has the clear tools to be a top-six forward in the league 
due to his large frame and high-end offensive skills, but his consistency 
and pace issues have dogged him for years. If he can look like a player 
at camp, it will be a massive boost to the Rangers. 

Ottawa Senators — Ridly Greig, C: There are a lot of options to pick from 
for Ottawa, and it’s not 100 percent Greig will actually be healthy in time 
for camp, but it’s likely he will be. Greig is coming off a great world juniors 
and junior career, and also provides a unique blend of tenacity and skill. I 
expect he’ll likely start the year in Belleville, but I could see him push 
some veterans at their camp. 

Philadelphia Flyers — Tyson Foerster, RW: Foerster missed most of last 
season due to injury and wasn’t that productive in his brief amount of 
OHL games, but played well in the most recent world juniors. I don’t 
expect him to make the Flyers, but if he does play well and look like a 
prime call-up option, it would be a much-needed positive sign for the 
organization. 

Pittsburgh Penguins — Samuel Poulin, LW: Poulin had a fine rookie pro 
season in the AHL but didn’t blow down doors for a scoring winger. He’s 
a good player, and the Penguins need some youth pushing for roster 
spots given how old their roster is. 

San Jose Sharks — William Eklund, LW: Eklund had a great camp a year 
ago and looked solid in his trial run with the Sharks. He was then sent 
back to Sweden where he was good enough but only scored one goal in 
29 SHL games. It will be important for Eklund to show why the Sharks 
invested a No. 7 pick in him and hopefully force his way onto the team at 
camp. 

Seattle Kraken — Shane Wright, C: I think people from across the 
hockey world will be interested to see how Wright, the one-time 
consensus No. 1 pick, does at his first NHL camp after being selected at 
No. 4. Does he stick with the Kraken? Is he good enough to play all year 
or is he a bubble guy out of camp? 

St. Louis Blues — Jake Neighbours, LW: Neighbours made the Blues out 
of camp briefly last season so it shouldn’t be a surprise he’s highlighted 
again this year. There are winger spots up for grabs in the St. Louis 
lineup, and Neighbours has enough skill and competitiveness in his 
game to potentially snatch one of those up. 

Tampa Bay Lightning — Gage Goncalves, LW: Tampa likely doesn’t 
have a ton of immediate help coming from their farm system, but one 
player who is trending well is Goncalves, who was solid as a rookie pro. 
He’s not on the cusp of making the Bolts, but he could help his call-up 
case with some good preseason games. 

Toronto Maple Leafs — Nicholas Robertson, LW: Robertson produced 
well in the AHL last season when healthy. He’s a highly skilled and 
competitive winger who can shoot the puck very well even though he 
lacks size and speed. There aren’t a ton of openings in the Leafs’ forward 
group, but Robertson could position himself as the clear first call-up if a 
top-nine winger goes down with a good camp. 

Vancouver Canucks — Linus Karlsson, RW: Having gone two of the last 
three seasons without a first-round pick, Vancouver doesn’t have a ton of 
high-profile prospects coming into camp. The one I’m most interested in 
is Karlsson, who was traded to the Canucks in exchange for Jonathan 
Dahlen and had a good year in the SHL. Karlsson is a very skilled 
forward with decent size. If he can look like a real player and be able to 
play at the NHL speed, he could be nice depth for this organization even 
if he’s probably a winger in the league. 

Vegas Golden Knights — Ivan Morozov, C: Vegas has a couple of 
players I have rated higher than Morozov, such as Brendan Brisson and 
Lukas Cormier, but Morozov intrigues me most going into their camp. He 
didn’t have a great season in Russia, but prior to that he was developing 
quite well and looked good versus men. Can he find his form again and 
provide some much-needed immediate young depth for Vegas? 

Washington Capitals — Hendrix Lapierre, C: Lapierre had a great camp 
a year ago and made the Capitals last season before being sent back to 
the QMJHL after a trial run. He was good in junior but didn’t light it up as 
expected for such a skilled playmaker and ended up being cut from 
Canada’s U20 team. It begs the question: Which is the real Lapierre and 
how will he look at the next Caps camp? Whether he plays at a quick 
enough pace versus better players is a big question in his game, but he 
has a ton of skill. 

Winnipeg Jets — Cole Perfetti, LW: Perfetti got games with the Jets 
midseason before an injury knocked him out for the rest of 2022-23. He’s 
expected to be ready for camp and compete for a spot in the Jets’ top 
nine. The pace of the NHL game has always been the main question with 
Perfetti — never his skill — but he looked good in his brief time with the 
Jets, especially for a teenager, so I can see him breaking camp with the 
club. 

(Top photo of Lukas Reichel: Nam Y. Huh / AP Photo) 
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ESPN / Inside the making of 'Hockeyland,' bringing Minnesota high 
school hockey to the big screen 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

Tears flowed in the locker room. Players hugged each other as high 
school teammates for the last time. Documentarian Tommy Haines was 
struck by the rawness of the emotions, even in a land where hockey is 
considered life. 

"It was brutal. I felt for them," Haines said, adding that his crew 
eventually put their cameras down to console the players. "Coming into 
this, we didn't want to depict these kids as gladiators or expose all the 
stupid stuff they might do as teenagers. We wanted to show them as real 
people. Turn them into humans that the audience is rooting for." 

Haines is the director of "Hockeyland," a new documentary that focuses 
on two Minnesota high school teams during the 2019-20 season. It's 
about wins and losses, players and their families and the rich hockey 
traditions in "Minnesota's unforgiving North Country," as the film 
describes it. 

"Hockeyland" opened as the No. 1 documentary in the U.S. last 
weekend, playing on 64 screens in Minnesota. The 108-minute 
Northlands Films production goes wide on over 75 more screens the 
weekend of Sept. 16. 

"Minnesota hockey is so big. It's like football in Texas," Haines said. 
"These guys are like local celebrities, in these towns where hockey is life 
to them." 

Haines directed the 2008 documentary "Pond Hockey." He was drawn to 
this culture because he was literally born from it, putting on his first pair 
of skates at five years old in Mountain Iron, Minnesota. 

He was inspired by classic documentaries like "Hoop Dreams" and 
shows like "Friday Night Lights" that captured a community's passion 
about a sport. He knew it existed in Minnesota with hockey, but hadn't 
seen it depicted yet on screen. He was curious how players had changed 
since his days in the culture. 

"We weren't sure how the boys were growing up," he said. "But they 
were still going out hunting, shoveling rooftops, digging their cars out of 
ditches. I'm not sure how longer it's going to happen, but it was still 
happening. And hockey is the tie that binds those communities together." 

His focus was on two schools in the 2019-20 season: Hermantown, a 
perennial state championship favorite that churned out NHL prospects 
like Blake Biondi, a Montreal Canadiens draft pick featured in the film; 
and Eveleth, a legendary hockey program that won a string of Minnesota 
state titles while producing players for both the 1960 and 1980 gold 
medal-winning U.S. Olympic men's hockey teams. 

"Everyone knows Eveleth. People know that's where hockey started in 
the state. They've got the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame there," Haines said. 
"But it's trending like a lot of rural America. The population is declining. 
The mining jobs are down. We wanted to capture one of the final 
seasons for Eveleth, before the Golden Bears didn't exist anymore." 

Sometimes the story of a high school team is a race against time, and 
that was true for Eveleth on the ice: 15 of their 20 players were set to 
graduate. But "Hockeyland" presents a different kind of ticking clock for 
that hockey program: Eveleth-Gilbert Senior High School was not going 
to exist for very much longer. 

The school had agreed to merge with rival Virginia High School to create 
the new Rock Ridge High School, which is scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2023. The consolidation of their hockey programs was delayed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Eveleth and Virginia played one more season as 
separate teams in 2020-21. But when the Rock Ridge Wolverines boys' 
hockey team debuted in 2021-22, it marked the end of Eveleth's 
incredible legacy as a Minnesota hockey power. 

In "Hockeyland," Haines chronicled Eveleth's last best chance for 
postseason success -- the Bears hadn't won a playoff game in decades -- 
and how the community reacted to the merger. 

"I don't know if they were pissed. I think they sensed they can't compete 
with other schools now," he said. "They need the population to compete. 
I think some people in the community were irked, but the writing was on 
the wall." 

Haines' first concept was to do a film specifically about Eveleth before it 
disappeared. During an exploratory shoot in 2018, Haines watched 
Eveleth take on Hermantown. He met some players as well as the 
coaching staff. Haines made the call to focus the documentary on the 
hockey power that was on the rise and the one whose best days were 
behind it. That became one of the strongest narratives of the film, right 
down to the moment when Eveleth's ice resurfacing machine breaks 
down the day before its big game, leaving the team unable to practice. 

"Some obvious differences there between the teams, but I didn't want to 
focus solely on that," Haines said. "I wanted to explore the commonalities 
between each town, like the passion both towns and coaches and 
players have for their programs." 

One of those players is Biondi, an NHL prospect who had some initial 
concerns about participating in the film. 

Now playing for the University of Minnesota-Duluth, Biondi was a high 
school star. He was drafted No. 109 overall by the Canadiens in 2020. 
He averaged 3.04 points per game as a senior in Hermantown and won 
the 2020 Minnesota Minute Men Mr. Hockey Award, an honor previously 
captured by the likes of Ryan McDonagh, Nick Leddy and Nick Bjugstad. 

"It's just up in my room," Biondi said. "I don't know if I should say this. I 
don't want someone breaking in." 

Nothing says "Minnesota Hockey" more than treating your Mr. Hockey 
Award like it's the crown jewels. 

The 20-year-old center had watched ESPN's 30 For 30 series and older 
hockey documentaries on players from the 1980s, but he wasn't "super 
familiar" with the format. He first heard about the potential for 
"Hockeyland" a few years ago when he sat down for a preliminary 
interview, but was unsure if it would ever get off the ground. 

"I didn't know what to think coming in. It was my senior year, so I was 
focusing on trying to win a state championship and individual goals," he 
said. "But then all of a sudden you're mic'd up at the rink. Then you're 
going to hang out with your buddies somewhere and they're checking in 
to see where you're going. That kind of got crazy. But after a couple of 
months, you didn't really notice them." 

His hesitation about the project was more about how his team and town 
would be depicted, rather than himself. 

"As a community, we wanted to make sure it was done properly. We 
didn't want the perception of Hermantown hockey to look poorly," he 
said. "We were worried about it at the start, but once we got to know 
Tommy, we weren't. And he obviously did a fantastic job with the movie." 

Personally, Biondi said he was self-aware about the filming process. 

"Playing for Hermantown, it's something you learn really early, at a young 
age. Eyes are always on you," he said. "So as a senior, knowing these 
cameras are on you, it wasn't my first time. I knew it was important to 
take care of how I'm acting and how others are acting." 

The documentary uses Biondi as a symbol for the mania that surrounds 
high school hockey in Minnesota. One scene shows him showing up to a 
youth hockey game and being treated like an NHL star by the young 
players, complete with autographs and photos. 
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"It's kind of a good and bad thing," Biondi said. "Hermantown hockey is 
idolized. I wanted to be guys that came before me, like [Winnipeg Jets 
defenseman] Neal Pionk and others. Everyone wants to be the next big 
thing. Sometimes, maybe you idolize a bit too much." 

Haines focuses on other players and the teams' coaches as well. He 
follows them inside the rink and into their homes. "Hockeyland" is as 
much about the people as it is about the hockey. 

It's about seeing the players away from the rink, having philosophical 
conversations while the snow crunches under the tires of their trucks. 

It's about seeing parents in wood-paneled living rooms explaining the 
time they've put in to raising hockey players. That includes the late Lori 
Dowd, mother to Hermantown players Indio and Aydyn Dowd. Lori died 
of cancer, and receives a dedication at the film's end. 

It's about Pat Andrews watching an old VHS tape of his days as a high 
school player, scoring a championship-winning goal for Hermantown, a 
team he'd eventually coach. 

Surprisingly, it's not about the hair. 

Minnesota high school hockey has become synonymous with the salad 
found on the heads of players, to the point where pregame introduction 
videos from the state championships featuring helmet-less players go 
viral. Hats lose their battles against hockey hair in the film, yet it's not a 
topic of conversation for the players. 

"I think we would have covered it more if they talked about it more. But 
honestly, they didn't mention it much," Haines said. 

That's because as memorable as some of those hockey coifs are, they're 
just part of the fabric of the hockey culture these families maintain. It's 
something that might seem odd or extraordinary to an outsider, but that's 
just another aspect of "Hockeyland" to a local, as Biondi explained. 

"It starts with the dads that, once it's dark, go out and flood the outdoor 
rinks until three in the morning and then go to work at 8 a.m.," Biondi 
said. "It's the youth programs. It's the kids that leave middle school to go 
to the rink until it's dark. Then you order pizza, that's your dinner, and 
then you skate all night long. 

"That's hockey up here. It's bred a lot of good players. And I don't think 
it's going to change any time soon." 
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Sportsnet.ca / What to expect from last season's top half of the Atlantic 
Division in 2022-23 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneSeptember 14, 2022, 1:39 
PM 

 

When I kicked off my return to hockey writing last week, I started with 
what I found to be one of the most interesting pockets of the league: that 
would be the four teams that were the dregs of the Atlantic Division in 
2021-22. 

There was a clear divide between the division’s eight teams, with four 
(Florida, Toronto, Tampa Bay and Boston) being in the league’s top-10 
with 107 points or more, and the other four (Montreal, Ottawa, Detroit 
and Buffalo) in the league’s bottom quarter, finishing over 30 points from 
a playoff spot. 

Those bottom teams, however, had aggressive summers, apparently 
aiming to actually win hockey games in the near future. I expect each of 
them to be better and at roughly the same time – which I find interesting 
– and so I wrote as much. 

What that article failed to mention was that the other bottom teams being 
better at that same time obviously hurts one another’s chances of taking 
a step up the standings. A team getting only a little better might actually 
see that team fail to keep pace and fall further behind. 

It also didn’t mention what to make of the teams who were once Cup 
contenders, who saw themselves eliminated from playoffs in the first 
round (Leafs), second (Panthers and Bruins), and Cup Final (Lightning). 

Will the Division be as strong? Are any of those teams significantly 
better, or weaker? 

The answers here will have a big say in whether the bottom four teams 
have a chance to catch anyone, and if any of these teams have a chance 
to catch Colorado and actually win the Cup. 

There was no shortage of moves, and each roster looks different. Let’s 
get into how, starting with the team that went farthest in playoffs, and 
working our way back. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

I don’t think there’s much of a case to be made that the Lightning are 
going to be “better” in 2022-23. 

That doesn’t mean they won’t be formidable, but salary cap concerns 
cost them Ondrej Palat, who’s been one of those sneaky “next layer” 
players after the stars who’ve contributed massive value to their Cup 
runs. He tied for the team lead in playoff goals this past run with 11. 

They also traded Ryan McDonagh to Nashville (for D-man Phillippe 
Myers, and forward prospect Grant Mismash), and all McDonagh did last 
year was finish second on the team in ice time through their playoff run, 
averaging 22:26 per game. On top of that, the Bolts lost Jan Ruuta to the 
Penguins, who had regularly been paired with Victor Hedman over the 
past couple seasons. 

Still, what they did do, was ensure they kept their most meaningful 
pieces. 

They extended Mikhail Sergachev and Erik Cernak and Anthony Cirelli 
for eight years each. They also extended Nick Paul for seven years, and 
expect more from 24-year-old Brandon Hagel who they acquired at the 
deadline. They’ve still got Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov, Brayden 
Point, Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy. They added Vlad Namestnikov to 
pick up some of the slack, and they think there’s more there from young 
guys like Ross Colton and Cal Foote. 

What I see is a damn good, proven team with the type of core that 
ensures they’ll be competitive, and once again, hell to put away in the 
playoffs. 

But roster-wise they’re probably a small percentage worse, and they 
won’t have Cirelli or Zach Bogosian until about December due to 
shoulder surgeries. A number of their players would’ve spent the start of 
the off-season rehabbing, including Brayden Point. I think there’s the 
possibility there – after three straight Cup final runs for a slower start to 
the season. 

More from Sportsnet 

Canadiens, Senators flush with players to watch at rookie tournament 

Ranking the top NHL rookies vying for the Calder Trophy in 2022-23 

Florida Panthers 

The reigning President’s Trophy champs took the opposite road from our 
next team, the Toronto Maple Leafs: after a crushing post-season defeat, 
they traded out a crucial core piece and flipped the look of their roster 
entirely. 

Their version of “going for it” says they didn’t believe in the way they 
were built last year. Jonathan Huberdeau was fifth in Hart Trophy voting, 
and was shipped out alongside D-man MacKenzie Weegar, who put up 
over 40 points from the back-end. 
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You only do something so drastic if you believe fully in what’s coming the 
other way, and what’s coming back to them in Matthew Tkachuk, who 
had over 100 points last year to go with a more physical edge (a deciding 
factor, in my opinion, is why they valued him over Huberdeau). 

So it’s Huberdeau out, Weegar out, Mason Marchment signed with 
Dallas, Claude Giroux signed with Ottawa, and Ben Chiarot signed with 
Detroit. With those names gone, they’ve added Colin White, Nick 
Cousins, Marc Staal, Anthony Bitetto and Michael Del Zotto (the latter 
two spent some time in the AHL last season). 

Tkachuk is a special player entering his prime and a wonderful addition. 
Maybe that makes them better, or at least different, than a one-for-one 
swap with Huberdeau. After that, it’s almost impossible to argue they’ve 
improved this off-season (which would have been awfully hard after 
winning the President’s Trophy and the salary cap existing). 

There’s still a ton of talent here and a very good team. But they got 
career-year output from a number of players last season (goal highs from 
Barkov, 39, Bennett, 28, Reinhart, 33, Verhaeghe, 24, and Duclair, 31, 
the latter of whom may miss most of the regular season with an Achilles 
tear). 

Just about everything went right. Like Tampa, I’d say if anything, they’re 
a few percentage points worse when just assessing their roster. 

It'll be up to arguably their biggest addition – head coach Paul Maurice – 
to ensure they’re built not just for regular season success, but for the 
playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Despite the howls and yowls from blood-thirsty jowls around Ontario, the 
Leafs are runnin’ it back, baby. Nothing could possibly go wrong. 

Opposite the Panthers, there’s apparently front-office belief in this core of 
Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares, William Nylander and 
Morgan Rielly. 

The Leafs are coming off 54 wins, finishing fourth in the regular season, 
before putting together a first-round performance heralded by many as 
“different” despite the same outcome as the previous five playoffs – a 
first-round knockout. 

The Leafs lose starting goaltender Jack Campbell, who was either 
spectacular or atrocious, depending which half of the season stats you 
cherry-pick, and Ilya Mikheyev, who was an impactful supplementary 
player for the Leafs. 

In return, the roster additions look something similar to the season 
before, where the Leafs got a grab bag of cheap players in hopes that 
someone is able to break out and have success. 

Calle Jarnkrok is a reliable addition at an affordable price, though not 
really a needle-mover. Adam Gaudette is a potential break-out player 
with some upside, and there’s hope that the dash-gang of Nicolas Aubel-
Kubel and Zach Aston-Reese can provide a more high-energy, physical 
look at the bottom of the lineup, where the Leafs have typically housed 
older or punchier players. (If those guys hope to stick as the fourth-line 
guys, “dash gang” better refer to their last names only.) 

The biggest change is that with Campbell gone, and Petr Mrazek dealt to 
Chicago, the team has placed its bets on a bounce-back for Matt Murray 
(who’s coming off a .906 save percentage season, his best year since 
2018-19), and Ilya Samsonov, who was an .896 last year. 

Murray is just 28, but it’s hard to find many believers that he’ll be the guy 
to take this team over the mountain, and Samsonov seems like a lottery 
ticket at best (though with the lack of other options, it seems like they 
picked the best available lottery ticket, at least). 

What the Leafs do have going for them is that last year, of the 16 teams 
who made playoffs, only one had a team save percentage worse than 
Toronto’s .899 (22nd in NHL). The team was good without goaltending to 
begin with. 

If Murray and Samsonov are just OK, the Leafs should be too. 

The room for internal improvement seems small. The core was excellent 
last season, and in terms of prospects on the way, only Matthew Knies 
after his college season (or mayyyybe Nick Robertson?) strike as players 
who could be immediately impactful. 

And so it goes: The Leafs were very good, and provided good health will 
be very good again. They believe that if they bang their head against the 
door long enough with this group, eventually the damn thing will open. 
And it may! It may, or they may concuss themselves in the process and 
give up once and for all. Stay tuned. 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins of tomorrow will look more like the Boston Bruins of 
old, as both Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci have returned to provide a 
one-two punch down the middle. The newest face around will be behind 
the bench, as Bruce Cassidy was let go in favour of Jim Montgomery. 
Still, the core and culture of that group should persist given Bergeron, 
Krejci, Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak and Charlie McAvoy are all 
returning. 

The Bruins' biggest question mark past their aging core is a big one: can 
they survive the first few months? Marchand had surgery on both hips, 
and will be out until at least December, and McAvoy had shoulder 
surgery, keeping him out just as long. Matt Grzelcyk had work on his right 
shoulder too, which will keep him out until at least November. 

This feels like the Islanders' situation last year: the team had a brutal 
road trip while their new arena was being finished (and then immediately 
COVID) to start the year, and the vibe was that if they could just tread 
water long enough, they’d be fine once they got to have some home 
games and get healthy. But for the Isles, the season was too far gone 
before they could get there. 

There’s no shortage of talent on the Bruins. It’ll still be Bergeron and 
Pastrnak and Taylor Hall and Krejci and Hampus Lindholm 
supplemented by guys like Charlie Coyle and Jake DeBrusk and 
Brandon Carlo. 

Between Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark, I expect someone to give 
them saves. They won’t suddenly be bad, but it does feel like it could be 
a struggle at times in the early going. They’ll need a good year from Nick 
Foligno, and maybe something from Pavel Zacha, and a few D-men to 
exceed expectations. 

They were the last team of the “big four” in the Atlantic Division this past 
season. I’d expect them there again, and if anyone from the bottom rises 
up, I’d imagine the Bruins are the first team they’re hoping to track down. 

What this means for the rest 

There’s good news in here for the bottom teams in the Atlantic. I can’t 
see a single team in the top half of the group that seems poised to be 
better, and that’s not exactly a knock. 

We’re at the point where with years of a flat salary cap, the teams who’ve 
been competitive and trying to win Cups are having their hardest time 
retaining deep rosters. As the talent has gotten shorn off the top like a 
bartender clearing foam from a fresh pint, some of the good stuff has 
fallen to the teams down below. 

It's one thing to rise to the top, but staying there in the NHL’s current 
economic environment is nearly impossible. That’s reflected in the best of 
this division, and with that, the games should be competitive and closer 
than ever. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'He has the hunger': Maple Leafs' Robertson confident 
he’s ready for NHL spotlight 
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TORONTO — Nick Robertson is ready to go again. 

After another year that saw injuries slow his ascent, the 21-year-old 
Toronto Maple Leafs prospect was back flying around the ice at the Ford 
Performance Centre in Etobicoke, Ont., on Wednesday preparing to suit 
up for yet another prospect tournament in Traverse City, Mich., this week 
— and another bid to become the Maple Leafs’ x-factor. 

“It’s just another opportunity to get some game reps,” Robertson said 
after practice wrapped up. “I think I’ve been off about three months or so, 
and I definitely want to be in game shape when it really matters, going 
into pre-season and going into camp with the Leafs.” 

The 2019 second-round pick has little to prove against his fellow blue-
and-white prospects, his true competition set to take the ice at that main 
training camp down the line. But Robertson is well-aware of the eyes that 
will be on him in Traverse City watching to see how he handles his role 
as a veteran youngster. 

“It’s definitely [about] playing the right way. I’m definitely going to play a 
lot more minutes, be counted on in more of a leadership role now,” he 
said of his goals for the tournament, which runs Thursday to Monday. “I 
definitely want to put that expectation and pressure on myself to do well 
and play well.” 

For assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who’s set to serve as head coach 
for the Traverse City tournament squad, it’s precisely those types of 
boxes he and his staff will be expecting the young Maple Leafs to check. 

“The big thing for us in camp is we want to see their competitive nature,” 
Malhotra said. “How are they going to compete? Do they have the ability 
to challenge for spots? Do they take the information and apply it 
immediately in games? It’s that hockey IQ. We’re looking for them to 
perform at their best and to show us what they’re capable of doing.” 

As for Robertson, Malhotra said the young winger’s desire to find 
progress in Traverse City has been clear already. 

“Just seeing him on Day 1 and the last couple days, he’s prepared 
himself well. He looks sharp,” the coach said. “You can see that he has 
the hunger to want to perform and succeed with his goals this year. My 
role in this Traverse City camp is to best prepare guys like him, guys like 
Alex Steeves — guys that are looking to make that next step — just 
make sure they’re ready for main camp and to perform at their best.” 

Maple Leafs assistant coach Malhotra impressed with Matthews' 
consistency, work ethic 
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It’s been an off-season of toil and progress for Robertson after a 2021-22 
campaign that saw him battle more injuries, produce at a point-per-game 
pace over a 28-game stretch with the AHL’s Toronto Marlies last season, 
and tally his first NHL regular season goal during a 10-game run with the 
big club. 

With his skill out on the sheet already undeniable, the work this summer 
was concentrated in the gym. 

“Getting bigger and stronger,” he said of his off-season focus this time 
around. “I think I’ve gotten a little thicker in the legs and the upper body, 
working on being stable on the ice. … At one point in the summer I was 
weighing about 185, and then I kind of simmered down. I think the main 
focus sometimes as a smaller guy is you’ve got to add weight, but I think 
for me, I just added thickness, I added more foundation. 

“I did better in my bike test than I’ve ever done before, so my numbers 
have definitely significantly gone through the roof.” 

As he looks to take the next step in his career, there may be no better 
mentor for young Robertson than the man who will lead the bench for this 
four-game slate in Traverse City. Who better to learn from than a former 
first-round pick who himself had to grind through some slow starts in the 
big leagues, some months down in the minors, before turning himself into 
an everyday NHLer — and sticking there for 16 years? 

Few have a better understanding than Malhotra of the need to push, 
grow and adapt to finally find a way into that coveted life out on the ice, 
under the lights. And the key to unlocking that next step, in Malhotra’s 
view, is about more than simply stacking highlight-reel plays. 

“Obviously everybody that’s coming to camp has the ability to play 
hockey really well,” the coach said with a grin. “So I think the biggest 
thing for being a pro would be consistency. Just maintaining that level of 
professionalism, that peak performance level, on a day-to-day basis, and 
not having those valleys and peaks in the way you play, number one. 

"Number two would just be understanding the game — applying systems, 
positionally being in the right place at the right time, and making the plays 
that you’re expected to make.” 

Robertson will get another chance to prove he can bring that 
consistency, that pro-level awareness, starting Thursday, when Toronto’s 
prospects will face the Dallas Stars’ young guns. Matchups against 
prospects from the St. Louis Blues, Columbus Blue Jackets and Detroit 
Red Wings will follow, before the 21-year-old can move on to Toronto’s 
main camp, and into the pre-season. 

Whether this month-long stretch ends with Robertson still in a Maple 
Leafs sweater or another trip back to the AHL, he’s keeping his focus 
solely on the process. 

“I think, for me, it’s just doing what I can and just playing the way I can,” 
he said of the path ahead. “I know I’m confident in myself, that I am that 
calibre of player.” 

Maple Leafs assistant general manager Ryan Hardy, who’s overseeing 
the Traverse City squad, tends to agree. 

“If you look at last season in particular, he played 28 games in the 
American League and scored 16 goals,” Hardy said of the organization’s 
young sniper. “That’s a 40-goal clip, for a kid that just turned [21] the 
other day. That’s unbelievable. He’s extremely driven, he’s a young man 
that loves hockey, so I think he’s pretty much knocking on the doorstep.” 

Maple Leafs Assistant GM' Hardy believes Robertson is 'knocking on the 
door' of the NHL 
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And so it comes down to another prospect tournament, another training 
camp, another pre-season. Another chance for Robertson to show the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 15, 2022 

 

Maple Leafs brass that he’s the player he believes he is — and the 
player they believe he is, too. 

“You know, every year I would say, ‘This is my year.’ Every year I’m 
trying to make the team. Even when I was drafted three years ago, I 
wanted to make the team,” Robertson said. “My goal is obviously not to 
go back to the American League, my goal is to play in the NHL like it is 
every year. Nothing’s changed. So, as far as the chances of making the 
team, that’s up to [Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe]. 

“But for me, I’ve got to put myself in the best position to do so.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens, Senators flush with players to watch at rookie 
tournament 
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Rookie camps and tournaments mark the beginning of a new season. 

It’s an exciting time for NHL franchises this week as all 32 teams 
welcome their prospects to the beginning of the 2022-23 season. 

Setting The Tone 

In today’s NHL, turnover happens frequently at the head coaching 
position. Whenever change occurs it puts the group of players on notice 
that a new regime will mean new expectations when it comes to 
preparation. 

Recently John Tortorella, the new bench boss in Philadelphia, went on 
record stating he has massive concerns about the Flyers “room”. He 
essentially called out the culture and let it be known things will be 
changing in Philly. 

Rookie camps set the tone for the training camp journey. Upper 
management, NHL coaches, minor league affiliate coaches, and player 
development staff set goals for training camp. 

The prospects who are the most prepared will earn invites to the NHL 
team's "main camp" with the rest of the pro roster. Others will gain 
valuable experience and then be returned to their junior, and sometimes 
European, teams. 

The Journey to NHL Camps 

Every player has had a different journey to this stage of their career. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, for example, was the most recent first overall selection 
at the draft in Montreal. 

A player like Jordan Harris (MTL third-rounder, 2018) completed his 
college career at Northeastern last spring and immediately jumped to the 
NHL roster with the Canadiens for a 10-game audition. 

The Ottawa Senators' 2021 first round pick Tyler Boucher started last 
season at Boston University before moving over to the Ottawa 67’s in the 
Ontario Hockey League. Boucher will be skating in his first official pro 
camp this season. 

It’s not unusual to see a player who has gone through the draft, or not 
been qualified an offer from the team that originally drafted them, attend 
a training camp on a tryout. These prospects range in age from 18–24 
years and come from all areas of the hockey world (major junior, college, 
and Europe).   

Buffalo Sabres Rookie Challenge Preview 

I will be attending the Rookie Challenge in Buffalo this week, where 
young guns from the Sabres, Canadiens, Senators, Penguins, Bruins 
and Devils will face-off against each other starting Thursday, Sept. 15, 
and concluding Monday, Sept. 19. 

Here are some prospects I’m anxious to view at the event: 

Juraj Slafkovsky, RW, Montreal Canadiens: First overall pick in 2022 

When his name was called at the draft in Montreal, half the building 
gasped while the other half cheered wildly. Soon enough all Habs fans 
were embracing the pick and Slafkovsky was paraded around the venue 
like a rock star. He embraced the moment and by all accounts hit the 
ground running at the Canadiens development camp. 

It’s time to get down to business. All eyes will be on Slafkovsky as he 
begins his NHL journey. It will be interesting to see how he adapts this 
week playing on the smaller ice surface. I expect his power game and 
skill to be on full display. 

Jake Sanderson, D, Ottawa Senators: Fifth overall pick in 2021 

Sanderson is an elite talent who should push for an NHL roster spot with 
the Senators immediately. He’s exactly what the NHL is about in its 
current state: a fantastic skater who transitions pucks with accurate 
outlets, or by skating up ice on his own. 

He’s sneaky physically and has the intelligence to be used in all in-game 
scenarios. He'll attend his first official NHL training camp, but first will be 
looking to impress the Senators brass with a strong showing in Buffalo. 

Simon Nemec, D, New Jersey Devils: Second overall pick in 2022 

It was an exciting day for Slovakia when their country saw two 
homegrown players selected first and second overall at the draft in 
Montreal. The Devils have a potential top pairing defenceman in their 
stable with the addition of Nemec. He’s close to a complete player. 

Nemec transitions pucks, defends well and can run the power play. He 
has proven he can produce playing against men at the pro level in 
Europe. The NHL is a different level, however, and he will be tested 
early. 

Jiri Kulich, C, Buffalo Sabres: 28th overall pick in 2022 

Kulich exploded up the 2022 draft rankings after his MVP performance at 
the U18 World Championships last spring in Germany. He continued his 
momentum with an outstanding performance at the recently completed 
World Junior Championship in Edmonton by scoring two goals and five 
assists in seven games. All this kid does is produce offence. He shoots 
the puck a ton and has a deceptive, accurate, release. Sabres fans will 
get a first hand look at one of their top prospects at this event. 

Kevin Mandolese, G, Ottawa Senators: 157th overall pick in 2018 

AND 

Mads Sogaard, G, Ottawa Senators: 37th overall pick in 2019 

Sooner or later one of these two gigantic Senators goalie prospects is 
going to have to separate himself from the other. Goalies mature at 
different rates before becoming full time NHL puck stoppers. Neither one 
of these goalies appear close to NHL ready, but the competition for trust 
within the Senators organization begins at this tournament. 

Jan Mysak, C, Montreal Canadiens: 48th overall pick in 2020 

Mysak is an interesting prospect. He has always produced offensively, 
but his detail and willingness to compete in the small areas was a 
concern in the past. He’s evolving. I expect to see him and Slafkovsky 
playing together in Buffalo. They could be a handful for opponents to 
defend. 

James Hardie, LW, Boston Bruins: Free agent invite 

Hardie is a player I’m interested to watch this weekend. He has 
historically scored at a high level every step of his development. Last 
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season he produced 41 goals and 77 points for OHL Mississauga. 
Teams have shied away from drafting him for a variety of reasons. If his 
fitness, and pace, has improved he could open some eyes in the Bruins 
organization. 

OTHER NOTABLE NAMES 

Jordan Harris, Justin Barron, Kaiden Guhle, Arbur Xhekaj: Montreal 
Canadiens 

Harris and Barron are likely destined for the the Habs' NHL roster this 
season with Guhle not far behind. Xhekaj is a great story. He basically 
fell into their lap last season as a free agent invite who went on to earn a 
contract. 

Each of these four is a defenceman, so to say Montreal is flush with 
Grade “A” prospects on their back end is an understatement. 

(Add Jayden Struble to their long-term prospect list as well. He isn’t 
eligible for rookie camp due to the fact he has returned to Northeastern 
for another year at the NCAA level.) 

Samuel Poulin, RW, Pittsburgh Penguins: 21st overall pick in 2019 

Poulin is coming off a decent rookie season in the AHL, where the power 
forward scored 16 goals and 37 points for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. It’s fair 
to say the Pens are looking for this first-round pick to take another step in 
his development and it starts in Buffalo. 
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