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Mystery, opportunity abound as Hurricanes host NHL prospect tournament for first time 

By Luke DeCock 

Not even his teammates knew who Keith Aucoin was when 
he showed up in Kitchener, Ontario, in September of 2001, 
an almost anonymous addition to the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
prospects in a preseason tournament. 

He was an undersized forward from a program with a profile 
as slight as his stature, Norwich University, a Division III 
military school in Vermont. But Tom Rowe, the general 
manager of the Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate in Lowell, Mass., 
liked Aucoin’s skill level and signed him to a minor-league 
deal. The Hurricanes added him as a warm body to fill out 
their tournament roster. 

In retrospect, there wasn’t a ton of skill on the ice that week. 
Mike Zigomanis, the Hurricanes’ second-round draft pick that 
June, was their biggest star. Most of the names on the roster 
– Shaun Fisher, Peter Reynolds, Sean Curry, (not that) Ryan 
Murphy – sound like they were auto-generated by a video 
game. Their first-round pick, Russian defenseman Igor 
Knyazev, currently residing in the where-are-they-now file, 
wasn’t joining the team until the next week in Florida. 

There were a few decent players on the ice for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, Boston Bruins and New York Rangers, but 
more busts than stars. 

But against scores of players NHL teams had deemed 
draftable, the undrafted player dominated. In the space of 
three games, Aucoin went from the Hurricanes’ third line to 
centering their first line, leading the tournament in scoring 
and launching an unlikely pro career. Even that performance 
didn’t end up earning him an invite to training camp, but he’d 
end up playing more NHL games (145) than anyone on that 
prospect team but Zigomanis (197). Tomas Kurka and Brett 
Lysak, both second-round picks, combined to play 19. Goalie 
Rob Zepp played 10. 

That’s the magic of that kind of tournament, creating those 
rare moments when the doorway to opportunity swings open 
and a player no one’s ever heard of storms through it. And 
for the first time, that could happen here. 

It would have been unthinkable in 2001 that such an event 
could ever be held here, but two decades later – after trips to 
Kitchener and Kanata, Ontario, and Ottawa and Traverse 
City, Mich., and Nashville and Tampa – the Hurricanes will 
serve as hosts for the first time this weekend at Wake 
Competition Center and PNC Arena. 

It’s a remarkable event, full of hope and promise and 
potential, even if very little of that pans out in the end. For a 
few days, for everyone on the ice and everyone watching, 
anything seems possible. 

There isn’t always an Aucoin or a Chad LaRose (Kanata, 
2003) who jump-starts a career. Sometimes, it’s one of the 
last acid tests to see if a first-round pick is ready for the NHL, 
a training-camp warm-up for Eric Staal (Ottawa, 2003) or 
Andrew Ladd (Ottawa, 2005) or Andrei Svechnikov (Traverse 
City, 2018). No one expected that from Seth Jarvis last year, 
but he started forcing the issue in Tampa and never stopped. 

Even with 2019 first-round pick Nick Suzuki, making his third 
tournament appearance, there aren’t those kinds of 
immediate future stars on this year’s roster, which may leave 
an opening for someone to surprise, like big Russian 
defenseman Grigori Dronov, a 24-year-old unsigned invitee. 

But that’s the mystery of it. Especially without an obvious 
future star, there’s a chance here for a mid-level prospect to 
emerge as dominant among his peers, or for someone who’s 
just a name on the roster to steal the show. This is the kind 
of year someone can do what Aucoin did in 2001, and for the 
first time they’ll get to do it right here.
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Canes Introduce Red Vintage-Inspired Uniform For 25th Anniversary Season 

Past meets present as team unveils new alternate sweater 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Last month the Carolina Hurricanes 
announced that for the first time in team history they'd be 
moving to black as their primary home jersey color. 

While what had been their alternate sweater was wildly 
popular amongst the fan base, many were left wondering 
about what role the color red would play in the team's 
wardrobe moving forward. 

Thursday that question was answered, as the team revealed 
a new red alternate sweater just in time for their 25th 
anniversary season - one similar to the garb worn during 
their 2006 Stanley Cup victory. 

"In celebrating our 25th anniversary in North Carolina, we felt 
there was no better time than now to honor our past and 
blend it with a modern adidas cut by introducing our vintage-
inspired red jersey which will serve as our third jersey this 
season," Canes Chief Marketing Officer Mike Forman said. 
"Our fans often note that this sweater is the organization's 
most iconic and was highlighted by hoisting the Stanley Cup 
while wearing it in 2006. With the move to make our current 
black sweaters our primary home uniforms, the addition of 
this year's vintage-inspired jersey has allowed us to round 
out our primary uniform collection consisting of our home 

black, road white and third/anniversary red. We hope our 
fans are as excited as we are to see these back on the ice 
this year." 

The uniform noticeably also reincorporates silver, a trim color 
that was featured from 1997-2013. The back of the sweater 
also utilizes a curved pattern below the player numbers, a 
detail that was introduced to Hurricanes jerseys for the 2017-
18 season. 

Justin Williams, who wore the first edition of the red jersey as 
a player, sees it as a blending of the organization's formative 
years coming together with the present. 

"It gives you a second to reflect and look back on the 
organization's history, plus it certainly goes with the times 
right now," the team's Special Advisor to the General 
Manager offered. "It makes me think of 2002. Even though I 
wasn't on that team, I remember them wearing those 
uniforms and it was kind of their coming out when they made 
the Stanley Cup Finals for the first time. Now our 
organization has evolved into a team that competes every 
year. The logo really means something and that's what we're 
going for." 

The team is scheduled to wear the new jerseys 12 times this 
upcoming season. A full uniform schedule will be released 
soon.

 

 

Hurricanes unveil new red alternate uniforms for this season 

Jerseys feature silver trim throwback, black becomes new 
primary home color 

By Anna Kulesa 

The Carolina Hurricanes won't have to look far for a silver 
lining this season. It will be right there on their jerseys. 

The Hurricanes revealed new red alternate third uniforms 
they will wear for 12 games this season. 

Inspired by the jerseys worn during their 2006 Stanley Cup 
Championship, the red sweaters feature a silver trim and 
curved feature on the back. 

The jerseys were revealed as part of the team's 25th 
anniversary season. 

Back in August, the Hurricanes announced black would 
become their new primary home color thanks to the 
popularity of the third alternate black "Hurricane Warning" 
jerseys among fans. 

This year they'll be surging into the season in style.
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Carolina Hurricanes Unveil Retro-Themed Alternate Jerseys 

The Carolina Hurricanes unveiled their new alternate jerseys 
for the 2022-23 NHL season to commemorate the 
organization's 25th anniversary, throwing back to the design 
worn by the team when they won the 2006 Stanley Cup. 

By Mike Stephens 

It's a blast from the past in Carolina this season.  

The Carolina Hurricanes became the latest NHL team to 
adopt a retro look this summer, as the club officially unveiled 
its third jerseys for the 2022-23 season on Thursday, 
commemorating the organization's 25th anniversary by 
paying homage to the uniforms worn by the 2005-06 team 
that won the franchise's first Stanley Cup.  

After announcing earlier this off-season that the black 
uniforms, which previously served as an alternate jersey, will 
now become the Hurricanes' primary home kit this season, 
the club is making efforts to ensure that the colors they 
donned upon their inception into the NHL back in 1997 will 
remain present moving forward. That color, namely, is red, 
with this alternate uniform ensuring that the branding that 
fans are accustomed to stays intact despite the change.  

The Hurricanes will don their new alternate uniforms for 12 
different games throughout the coming 2022-23 NHL 
season. As of now, however, a full uniform schedule has yet 
to be released.  

"In celebrating our 25th anniversary in North Carolina, we felt 
there was no better time than now to honor our past and 
blend it with a modern Adidas cut by introducing our vintage-
inspired red jersey which will serve as our third jersey this 
season," said Hurricanes chief marketing officer, Mike 
Forman in a statement on Thursday.  

"Our fans often note that this sweater is the organization's 
most iconic and was highlighted by hoisting the Stanley Cup 
while wearing it in 2006. With the move to make our current 
black sweaters our primary home uniforms, the addition of 
this year's vintage-inspired jersey has allowed us to round 
out our primary uniform collection consisting of our home 
black, road white and third/anniversary red. We hope our 
fans are as excited as we are to see these back on the ice 
this year." 

The uniform is not a carbon copy of its past iteration, 
however. While reincorporating the silver trim that was 
present on Hurricanes jerseys from 1997-2013, the back of 
the jersey also utilizes a curved pattern below the player 
numbers instituted by the club ahead of the 2017-18 
season.  

With a revamped roster and a fresh look that pays tribute to 
past champions, the Hurricanes are riding into the coming 
season with high hopes.
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Summer Conversation: Wolves Asst. Coach Patrick Dwyer 

What’s your fondest memory from the 2021-22 season? 

The whole process was what was so rewarding. From Day 1, 
we asked those guys to do what was needed and they 
responded on a continued basis and from a coach’s 
standpoint that was rewarding. 

It was a great group of guys to be around and then through 
the playoffs they brought it to another level and to see it all 
come together and everybody reap the success of the hard 
work was fun. 

What did you do in your free time this summer? 

We headed to our house in northern Wisconsin for six weeks 
to just kind of get away, recharge the batteries, get out on 
the lake and do some fishing with family and friends up 
there. 

I’m still skating with my son 14-year-old son, Ian, through the 
summer and I’m actually helping with his (Bantam) team, the 
Chicago Blues, until we get going. 

What did you do with your time with the Calder Cup? 

We had it for the Fourth of July and we took it to a great little 
restaurant that some friends own and had friends and family 
with it. It was quite amazing how many people from Chicago 
were up there at the point and wanted pictures taken with the 
Cup and to talk about it. 

We also took it to a couple of Fourth of July parties and had 
a really good time with it and we were also able to get family 
photos done. 

You’re headed to Carolina for the Hurricanes’ rookie camp. 
What do you expect from that experience? 

We’ll meet with (Canes coach) Rod Brind’Amour and his staff 
and kind of go over the expectations of the way we want to 
play. 

Then the prospects come in and we’ll get to know those kids 
and put faces to the names. We’ll have a couple of days to 
work with them and see what their skill sets are and then 
we’ll play a nice little three-game tournament with Tampa 
and Florida to give opportunities for these kids to showcase 

them themselves in game situations. And then we’ll help Rod 
and his staff with the first little bit of (NHL) training camp. 

You’re just starting out with Brock Sheahan as the Wolves’ 
new head coach. How has that gone? 

I talked to him last week and he seems like a pretty bright 
guy who knows what he is talking about. 

I think it’s kind of very similar philosophies with what we had 
under (former coach Ryan Warsofsky) with how he likes to 
play a fast game, have puck pressure and likes to transition. 

I think one of the areas where Brock seems to have a 
passion and is really excited about trying to work on here is 
on the offensive side of the puck – holding onto the puck, 
cycling the puck and getting it into Grade A scoring areas. 

And he’s also very well known as a player developer. I’m 
interested to get to work with him and see how he works on 
his day-to-day development philosophy with these young 
kids and how he incorporates it on and off the ice. 

What do you guys do for an encore this season? 

In major sports, it’s hard enough to win on its own and then 
to repeat is even harder. We don’t even really know the 
roster yet, but we do know we’re going to be quite a bit 
younger. 

I was counting at the office the other day and I think we had 
21 bodies that ended up moving on in some capacity so 
there’s going to be a lot of turnover. We’ll have a lot of young 
kids but it’s also a great opportunity for these young guys to 
take a big step in their development. They’re going to get 
more ice time, more special teams situations and more 
situations that maybe involve some more pressure. 

It’s going to be important that we prepare these kids so that 
come game time they’re ready for those situations and they 
have an opportunity to develop. 

Then once you get the development and they step up their 
games, that’s when you at stringing together some winning 
games. 

Like any sport, your first goal is to get into the playoffs and 
then from there anything can happen.
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Could there be another Seth Jarvis for Canes in prospects showcase? 5 
skaters to watch 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

No one knows the importance of an NHL prospects showcase more than 
Seth Jarvis of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A year ago, the winger was a 19-year-old prospect who showcased 
himself well enough to earn a spot in the Canes’ preseason training 
camp, then a spot on the NHL roster. By season’s end, Jarvis was 
playing on the Canes’ top line centered by Sebastian Aho. 

Jarvis was on the Canes’ team that traveled to Tampa, Florida, for the 
2021 NHL Prospects Showcase hosted by the Lightning. He said he had 
one thing in mind when he left Raleigh: 

“Be the best player,” he said. 

And not just the best player for the Hurricanes. 

“Be the best player in Tampa, on any team,” Jarvis said this week. “I 
wanted to be the guy everybody looked at and said, ‘Whoa, I want to get 
to his level.’ I think I did a good job of that and it set me up good for 
camp.” 

Some of the NHL scouts who were in Tampa said Jarvis was just that — 
the best player on all four teams. 

There was little or no consideration during the preseason camp that 
Carolina’s 2020 first-round draft pick would be sent back to his junior 
team, the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League. He was 
making the big team. 

“He’s a very quick learner,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the 
decision last season. “He doesn’t look out of place.” 

Jarvis would finish with 17 goals and 40 points as a rookie with the 
Canes, then have eight points in 14 Stanley Cup playoff games. He 
wasn’t out of place. 

With that said, there are other Canes prospects who will be hoping to 
follow Jarvis’ lead when the 2022 NHL Prospect Showcase begins this 
week — first at Invisalign Arena in Morrisville on Friday and then at PNC 
Arena on Sunday and Monday as the Canes play host to a showcase for 
the first time. 

It could be a tough task and a big ask. The Hurricanes, the Metropolitan 
Division winners in 2021-22, could have few if any roster spots available 
when preseason camp begins next week. 

Jarvis’ words of advice to those who will play against Florida, Nashville 
and Tampa Bay: 

“You can’t leave anything on the ice and you must try to be impressive 
every time you play,” he said. “You’re not only making an impression on 
our scouts and our staff but impressing other teams. If you don’t make it 
here there are 31 other teams that might pick you up. 

“It’s about impressing everyone that watches and making sure they know 
you’re ready “ 

Who to watch? Here are five Hurricanes prospects: 

Forwards 

38 Noel Gunler 6-2, 176, Lulea, Sweden 

Gunler was a Canes second-round draft pick in 2020. Playing for Brynas 
in the Swedish Hockey League last season, the right-shot winger had 33 
points in 52 games. He joined the Chicago Wolves of the AHL late last 
season and was in 10 playoff games in their Calder Cup run. 

92 Vasily Ponomarev 5-10, 180, Moscow, Russia 

Another second-round pick in 2020, the center joined the Chicago 
Wolves after the KHL season in Russia and also was a part of the 
Wolves’ Calder Cup championship. Scouts say he’s a 200-foot player 
and tough competitor. 

61 Ryan Suzuki 6-1, 183, London, Ontario 

It has been a tough go for the center taken 28th in the 2019 draft by 
Carolina. An eye injury in junior hockey was a setback, and he was 
inconsistent last season with the AHL Wolves. This is another chance to 
shine. 

Defensemen 

84 Anttoni Honka 5-11, 190, Jyvaskyla, Finland 
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A third-round pick in 2019, the right-shooting D signed a three-year entry-
level contract with Canes in August. He played in 57 games for JVP in 
the Finnish top-division Liiga last season. 

43 Grigori Dronov 6-3, 201, Magnitogorsk, Russia 

Dronov, 24, is an invitee to the showcase who has played the past six 
seasons for Magnitogorsk Mettalurg of the KHL. Had 14 points in 24 
games in the 2022 playoffs as Mettalurg lost in the Gagarin Cup finals. 
Was a member of Russia’s World Junior team in 2017. 

2022 NHL Prospects Showcase 

(Admission to all games is free) 

Friday, Sept. 16 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers (Invisalign Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators (Invisalign Arena) 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

Practice Day 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers (PNC Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (PNC Arena) 

This story was originally  

Published September 15, 2022 7:10 AM. 
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NHL Player Tiers: Breaking down each team’s placement in the top 100 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman 

13-17 minutes 16/09/2022 

 

The top 100 players have been evaluated, ranked and separated into 
tiers. Now, the next question: What does it mean for your favorite team? 

Good teams are built from the top down – the franchise cornerstones that 
drive the bus and propel a team forward. They are what push a team to 
the highest heights it can achieve. Good depth certainly helps, but playoff 
series are generally won by a team’s strongest links. A look at the 
league’s best teams, Colorado and Tampa Bay, is a perfect indicator of 
that. 

So that’s the goal here: Breaking down how well each team is 
represented in our Top 100. Of course, it’s not enough to count up how 
many players made the cut as there is obviously a big difference 
between a player in Tier 1 and a player in Tier 4. That’s the whole point 
and there needs to be added weight for better players in higher tiers. 
Designation between a player placed at the top of a tier and the bottom 
of a tier needs to also be considered. 

The easiest way to do that was to compare each player’s tier placement 
with their projected GSVA for next season, separated by position as 
forwards tend to be worth more than defenders. It allows a ballpark 
estimate for expected win value within each tier – like, a forward in Tier 
2A should net a team four wins – that can then be added together for a 

team’s Tier Score. That’s not going to be a full picture of a team’s 
aptitude as it will ignore goaltending and depth, but it’ll be a strong 
picture of how good each team’s top skaters are relative to the league. 

That’s especially true because it’s a scoring system that doesn’t rely 
purely on an output from an imperfect model. It’s a model with the added 
layer of contextualized opinion from those that work inside the game, a 
blend of eye test and analytics. Plotting the two together – the model with 
the results from the player tiers project – actually allows us to see how 
strong the relationship is in general. But also which players the model 
specifically undervalues or overvalues. 

Here’s what that looks like. 

In general, the results line up. There are naturally some discrepancies 
here and there, but this allows us to see just how much. For forwards, the 
average error is 0.43 wins and for defensemen it’s 0.38 wins. Essentially, 
a three-win forward can be anywhere between 2.55 and 3.45 wins, while 
a two-win defender can be anywhere between 1.6 and 2.4 wins. That’s a 
decent rule of thumb to have when looking at projected player value for 
the upcoming season. Based on the trendline, here’s how many points 
each tier is worth. 

With all that out of the way, here’s how the league stacks up when 
adding up each player’s value based on their tier placement. 

Tier 1: The Favorite 

Is it any surprise that the reigning Stanley Cup champions finish at the 
top? On the way to victory, the Avalanche were lauded for their stacked 
lineup, and this only furthers that. Colorado has a player in each of the 
four tiers, with a final count of 21.8 tier points. That shows not just their 
depth, but the skill of some of their headliners. Other teams that have 
multiple players may have one star in the leading two sections, and the 
rest of their players crammed at the bottom. 

Cale Makar is at the top in 1A after emerging as not just the best 
defender in the league, but one of the best players in the world. A sub-
tier below is Nathan MacKinnon, who lands behind only Connor McDavid 
and Auston Matthews among forwards. Only three teams in the league 
have two Tier 1 forwards, aside from Colorado – Tampa Bay and 
Edmonton – but their presence below is what strengthens their lead. 

Drop down a tier, and Mikko Rantanen, one of the best wingers in the 
league, is one of three forwards in 2A. Moving into Tier 3, there’s Gabriel 
Landeskog (3A) and Devon Toews (3C) who represent the second-best 
players in their position for Colorado. Other teams only start to see their 
best winger or defenseman make an appearance here, like the Flames 
with Jonathan Huberdeau and Kings with Drew Doughty. It just is a 
testament to the riches the Avalanche have in their lineup, even after a 
few key departures this summer. 

Rounding out the Avalanche in the tiers is Valeri Nichushkin in 4C – the 
team’s third-best winger. That gives Colorado six players to make the 
cut, one of two teams with that many players, trailing only Calgary. What 
the Avalanche have is not just quantity though, but quality. That’s 
headlined by a player in Tier 1A and 1B, a luxury only Edmonton also 
has. Combine the high-end quantity from Calgary and the high-end 
quality from Edmonton and you get Colorado’s top group – the league’s 
absolute scariest collection of talent. 

Tier 2: Contenders 

After Colorado, four teams reside in the next tier – with none of the four 
really coming close. Colorado earned 21.8 tier points while the next best 
team, Tampa Bay, was at 17.1. Of course, not including Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in this exercise obviously makes the two teams look farther 
apart than they might actually be in reality. 

Like the Avalanche, the Lightning have two players residing in Tier 1 
which is part of what gives Tampa Bay a huge competitive advantage. 
Having one player in each of the other three tiers also helps as there are 
only six teams with five representatives or more on the list. Only one of 
those teams falls below 15 tier points. What separates Tampa Bay and 
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Colorado is Tampa having one fewer player make the cut (Colorado has 
an extra skater in Tier 3), and each Lightning skater ranking lower in 
each tier. Victor Hedman (1B) and Nikita Kucherov (1C) aren’t on Makar 
(1A) and MacKinnon’s (1B) level, nor is Point (2C) on Rantanen’s (2A). 

Toronto and Florida are the two other Atlantic Division behemoths, falling 
just a shade behind Tampa Bay. The two teams also have five 
representatives in the top 100, but only one in Tier 1. Toronto is buoyed 
heavily by Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner in Tier 1A and 2A , but 
Florida having Aaron Ekblad in Tier 2C alongside its top forward duo of 
Aleksander Barkov (1C) and Matthew Tkachuk (2B) helps bridge the gap. 

The most interesting inclusion by far is Calgary who had an active 
offseason. The Flames lost two franchise players in Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau, both in Tier 2B, but replaced them in the aggregate with 
Jonathan Huberdeau (3A), MacKenzie Weegar (4A), and Nazem Kadri 
(4B). It’s quantity over quality with the tier points of the two groups being 
essentially equal. 

We’ll see if that’s the way it actually manifests, but the big changes 
meant the Flames are left without any players in Tier 1 or Tier 2… and 
only one player in Tier 3. Calgary is here on volume of players alone, 
leading the league with seven representatives. Perhaps that was an 
oversight on our end and with six players in Tier 4, it’ll be extremely 
interesting to see how the Flames perform this season. Can Calgary’s 
quantity of stars compete with the quality of stars from Colorado, Tampa 
Bay, Toronto and Florida? 

Tier 3 has 10 teams, the ones who should make the playoffs this year 
alongside the contending teams above. Boston leads the way with 14.4 
points. Each member of the Bruins to make the list – the complete 
Perfection Line and Charlie McAvoy – land within Tier 2. Of those 
players, McAvoy has the best Tier 1 aspirations. 

For now, McAvoy finishes on 2A alongside Adam Fox. Fox’s team, the 
Rangers, have 12.5 tier points. With four players between the bottom 
three tiers, the Rangers aren’t a pushover but clearly are missing their 
best player since goalies aren’t included. Igor Shesterkin is a Tier 1 
superstar that would push the Rangers core up into the next tier. 

The story of the Oilers is the same: They have two of the best players in 
the world in McDavid (1A) and Leon Draisaitl (1B), but are missing the 
high-end talent in between. The only other player from Edmonton to 
make it is Darnell Nurse (4A). Edmonton is one of three teams with two 
Tier 1 players but is missing that secondary support behind its superstar 
talent. 

Sidney Crosby’s elite presence helps push the Penguins up to 12 points, 
but some of their aging core doesn’t scream contender as loudly 
anymore. The Penguins are well represented, but there’s a sizeable gap 
between Crosby in Tier 1C and the rest of the team’s best. 

Carolina (11.6) and Vegas (10.9) may be underrated here. We talk a lot 
about the Hurricanes’ lack of oomph-per-60, and the rankings reflect that 
with their top players, Sebastian Aho and Jaccob Slavin, coming in at 2C. 
With just four skaters making the cut, the quantity isn’t there either 
though there was some discussion to include Brett Pesce. It’s possible 
we’re overrating the system and underrating the individuals. Vegas, on 
the other hand, falls short because so many players missed time with 
injury in 2021-22; it won’t be a surprise to see a few of its skaters leap 
forward. Jack Eichel, Mark Stone, and Shea Theodore were all 
considered franchise players in Tier 2 at the start of last season. 

The Blues are sandwiched between Carolina and Vegas and have a 
similar problem to Calgary: lots of talent, but not elite enough. St. Louis is 
one of six teams with five or more players represented, but only one 
lands in Tier 3 with Robert Thomas at the tail end of it in 3C. The rest find 
themselves in Tier 4. Most of their presence on the tiers comes from their 
loaded forward group, and almost included more before Vladimir 
Tarasenko slid into honorable mentions at the end. But their backend 
holds them back, with only Colton Parayko in 4C. 

Dallas and Minnesota each have a player in the second tier, another in 
the third, and two in the fourth. Miro Heiskanen and Kirill Kaprizov are the 
face of each club and have Tier 1 potential, but both teams need to see a 
bit more from the rest of the group. The Stars may just have that in Jason 
Robertson while the Wild could see Matt Boldy push for a spot in the 
near future. 

New Jersey is a shocking inclusion here, just barely making the cut-off. 
Having four players make the list is a big help and though none were 
featured in the first two tiers, Jack Hughes (3A) and Dougie Hamilton 
(3C) help push the Devils into a tier with some solid playoff teams. They 
may surprise. 

Tier 4: Bubble Teams 

5-10 points 

Los Angeles, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Vancouver, Nashville, San Jose, 
Islanders, Columbus, Washington 

Nine teams reside in this tier, all of which have some sort of playoff 
aspiration – whether those hopes are legitimate or not. Looking at you, 
San Jose. 

Of the nine teams, only two have players residing in Tier 1 or Tier 2. 
That’s essentially the difference-maker between teams on the right side 
of the playoff bubble and those on the wrong side. Nashville is one of 
those teams with Roman Josi all the way in 1C, but the Predators only 
have one other player on the list: Filip Forsberg in 3B. Columbus is in a 
similar boat. The Blue Jackets also have a franchise player in Johnny 
Gaudreau who sees himself in 2B, but only one other inclusion with Zach 
Werenski in 4B. That’s a one tier difference from Nashville’s duo. 
Washington is the only other team to make the cut with just two skaters, 
but both fall in Tier 3 which helps the Capitals stay above the cutoff. 

Los Angeles leads the pack with four inclusions. All four of the Kings fall 
on the low-end of the spectrum which is how they fall just below the 
cutoff for playoff teams. Drew Doughty is the highest in 3C, followed by 
three forwards scattered in Tier 4. 

The rest of the group has at least three players each, placed somewhere 
between Tier 3 and Tier 4. Winnipeg and Ottawa have two players each 
in Tier 3 which puts the two clubs above Vancouver, while the Sharks are 
the only team here without any player in Tier 3 or higher. Three players in 
Tier 4 helps keep San Jose afloat here, though the Sharks probably 
deserve to be closer to the tier below. 

Tier 5: Bottom Feeders 

0-5 points 

Chicago, Detroit, Anaheim, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Seattle, Montreal, 
Arizona 

The teams at the bottom aren’t all that surprising. The Blackhawks are in 
the process of stripping their roster down, and two of their core players 
remain in Patrick Kane and Seth Jones. Kane resides in 3B thanks to his 
elite playmaking abilities, despite some of his flaws. Jones was a bit 
tougher to place because his last two seasons have been so 
disappointing. The combination of the two is 4.9 points, which is tied for 
Bottom Feeders’ lead with Detroit. Technically, both teams qualify for the 
tier above, but the two feel more at home here. 

The Red Wings may be tied with Chicago in points, but have a lot more 
hope thanks to depth behind Dylan Larkin (4A) and Moritz Seider (3B). 
There’s also a legitimate possibility for those two to move up, plus 
newcomers like Lucas Raymond to crack the list in the future. The same 
holds true for Anaheim, which finishes with 2.4 points all thanks to Trevor 
Zegras. His growth, along with Troy Terry’s and Jamie Drysdale’s, should 
trend up their ranking soon. 

Philadelphia doesn’t have as bright of a future. Its lone member of the 
tiers, Sean Couturier, took quite a fall in the rankings after an injury-
riddled season. Buffalo, with 1.6 points, has Rasmus Dahlin to thank for 
staying out of the most dreadful trio of the bunch. 
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Arizona, Montreal, and Seattle all finish with zero Tier Points. Montreal 
could make its return soon if Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield keep 
progressing. Andre Burakovsky or Yanni Gourde could push Seattle a bit 
higher, and Clayton Keller could get Arizona back in the mix. But for now, 
those rosters don’t include any of the top-100 players in the league. 
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Remembering the Summit Series: Behind the scenes Q&A with diplomat 
Gary Smith 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

15-20 minutes 16/09/2022 

 

In 1972, Gary J. Smith was a young Canadian diplomat working out of 
the embassy in Moscow and an important behind-the-scenes figure in the 
Summit Series between the USSR and Canada. The series began in 
Montreal on Sept. 2, with the expectations that Canada’s players would 
easily brush aside the Soviet challenge. It ended 26 days later in 
Moscow, when the eighth and deciding game was played at Luzhniki 
Arena. 

Many of the events associated with the series — from Phil Esposito’s 
inspirational speech to the country after a Game 4 loss in Vancouver, to 
Paul Henderson’s game-winning goal with 34 seconds to play in Game 8 
have been chronicled extensively in the years since. 

But Smith’s story — of how the series came together and the intrigue that 
unfolded off the ice — hasn’t been nearly as well documented. In 
advance of this month’s 50th anniversary, Smith  

Published a memoir, “Ice War Diplomat,” that fills in some of the gaps. 
He sat down for an interview with The Athletic to share his thoughts on 
the series, and its lingering, lasting impact on the world of hockey and 
diplomacy. 

It’s safe to say almost everyone alive in Canada in 1972 has a memory of 
where they watched Game 8 of the Summit Series. It’s our Man on The 
Moon moment. You were on the scene, from start to finish. After all this 
time, what prompted you to tell your version of the story? 

This series just didn’t fall from the sky. In 1972, Canada hadn’t won an 
Olympic gold medal since 1952 with the Edmonton Mercurys and hadn’t 
won a world championship since 1961 with the Trail Smoke Eaters. On 
the hockey side, we were really overdue. But nothing would have 
cracked the nut with the Russians unless there had been political 
intervention because the Russians were as happy as pigs-in-the-sty, 
winning all the hockey gold medals at the Olympics as amateurs. For 
them, it was all about propaganda. Soviet Man is far superior to the 
capitalist equivalent. It was only when Pierre Trudeau went to Moscow in 
1971 to try and find common political ground with the Soviets that we 
made some headway. 

Trudeau’s visit ultimately led to a return visit from the Soviet Premier, 
Alexei Kosygin, which didn’t go well in the beginning because he was 
met by waves of protests everywhere he went. 

Ukrainians. Balts. Poles. Hungarians. Czechoslovaks. From the 
Canadian Jewish community. There are banners flying the sky, big 
protests on Parliament Hill, and one time, Kosygin comes out of the 
Centre Block with Trudeau and a guy breaks through the security cordon 
and jumps on Kosygin’s back. We’d penciled Kosygin in to see an NHL 
game between Montreal and Vancouver and he didn’t want to go. He 
said he couldn’t face another round of protests. 

But Paul Martin Sr., who was the escort officer for Kosygin, told him, “I 
think you’ll get a different reception at the arena” and sure enough, he 
did. Kosygin gets quite a warm round of applause from the fans. He stays 
until Montreal goes up 4-0 and then leaves. But Kosygin then tells the 
GM of the Canucks, Bud Poile, “This is great hockey and we need to see 
more of this.” 

On that very night, the light went on for Kosygin — that the way for the 
Soviets to improve relations with Canada and Canadians was through 
hockey. That then created the political umbrella for us to go forward with 
negotiations and try to find a way around the issue of amateurism, with 
the IIHF and the IOC. 

And because you played hockey and spoke Russian, you became one of 
the liaisons in the negotiations that followed? 

Yes, and I knew when the Canadian scouts came over and only saw the 
Russians play once and wrote off (goalie Vladislav) Tretiak as a sieve, 
that that was a mistake. I said, “He’s just had his stag party yesterday 
and he’s going to get married tomorrow. Don’t use this as an example of 
how they play.” I knew the Russians were good, even if they didn’t 
believe it and I knew they were not going to send a team over if they 
were going to be whitewashed. 

So, you were on the flight that left Moscow on Aug. 30, 1972, three days 
before the opening game, making the trip to Montreal as the only 
foreigner on board. What was the mood like? 

It was a small group, no fans or wives or girlfriends, just the team, the 
staff and the KGB minders and even within the players’ own ranks, there 
were members of the Komsomol — the Young Communist League — 
who were keeping an eye on each other. These guys were army officers, 
police officers and officers in the air force and they were on a very tight 
leash. For most of the flight, they kept to themselves until Evgeni Zimin, 
one of the younger players, asked me a question about Bobby Hull and 
why wasn’t he playing for Team Canada. From there, it went into a 
discussion of Gordie Howe. But they really didn’t know many of the other 
Canadian players and none of the Canadian players knew anything 
about them. Tretiak and others said their knees were shaking, they were 
afraid because the Canadians were known to be rough and tough. 

The other thing is, hockey players, ballerinas, and others who traveled 
abroad were given a small amount of money — hard currency — to buy 
records and blue jeans to bring back and they were given special 
apartments and special food coupons and get cars. They lived a 
privileged life. But the moment they go off track, they lose all that. So, 
there’s a tremendous incentive to work hard and toe the line. That’s what 
they were like. They were all stoic. 

Tell me what it was like in the Russian dressing room before Game 1. 

They had this long introduction beforehand, which the Russian players 
had never seen before because their leaders never came out on the ice 
to drop a puck. There was great applause for all the Canadian players, 
especially the Canadiens players. The Russian players get polite 
applause. But they had to stand out on the ice for all this and they knew it 
was much more significant than any Olympic Games. I think that’s why 
they got off to the poor start. They had their knees knocking. Once 
Henderson scored the second goal, they came back to the bench and I 
heard the coach, (Vsevolod) Bobrov, and (Boris) Mikhailov, say, “Just 
play our game.” They got back on track. 

And the Canadians, after that great initial exuberance, ran out of gas. 
They hadn’t trained as hard as the Soviets. Plus, it was very hot in the 
arena that night. One goal after another started going in. Valeri 
Kharlamov scored two beautiful goals in the second period. Between 
periods, I had an encounter with Alan Eagleson by the boards and I 
asked him, “What the hell is happening here?” And he called me a 
“fucking commie.” His view was, I was a Canadian diplomat siding with 
the Russians. John Ferguson said something similar about the Canadian 
commentator Brian Conacher, who’d praised the skill of the Soviets. 

So right from the get-go, it was us-against-them. 
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If it was a cakewalk for Canada, it would have been a different story. 
Everybody was surprised. In the Soviet dressing room after Game 1, I 
went in with their officials and they called it a “ckazska” — a fairy tale — 
because they weren’t expecting to win. It was a big surprise, even to 
them. 

So, what happened next? 

In the beginning, nobody knew anything about the Russian players. By 
the time we got to Vancouver, everybody was rushing the aircraft and the 
bus and gathering around the hotel where they were staying. Everyone 
was enthralled by this wonderful international hockey. 

How did the Russian players handle the success? 

They just smiled and signed the pieces of paper that were presented to 
them. In Vancouver, we visited the aquarium and took a bus around 
Stanley Park. All of a sudden, I could hear them starting to ask: How 
come all these people in Canada are living so well here? We’ve heard 
about how people live at the top of capitalism, the cream of the crop, but 
these look like ordinary people and look at their clothes and what they’re 
eating and what they’re driving — and how do they live in all these 
houses? That was a big eye-opener for the Russian players. 

I always remembered the best way to impress the Soviets was to take 
them to a Canadian supermarket. They can’t believe that all this food 
was available. Because in Moscow, they would be running down the 
streets, with string bags, if the word goes out that bananas are suddenly 
available. 

You tell an interesting story in the book about Zimin, the Russian player 
who scored twice in the opening-night win, and set up the only goal in the 
Game 2 loss. Suddenly, you’re on a flight to Winnipeg for Game 3 and no 
Zimin. What happened? 

He disappeared. Team Canada had two planes, but the Russians were 
only flying on one. So, we get on the plane and I’m looking for Zimin and 
he’s not there. I ask, “Where is he?” They don’t know. I kept asking but 
they were afraid to answer and sometimes, it was because they don’t 
know themselves what happened. The difference between a physical 
illness and a political illness can be very narrow. So, they don’t want to 
say if he broke his leg or if he had appendicitis, which I learned, years 
later, from Zimin himself, is exactly what happened. 

So, you went the entire series thinking something bad had happened to 
him and it wasn’t until you attended a reunion in Russia that you saw him 
again and finally got the whole story? 

I still have some doubts about it. The fact that he was so interested in 
what was going on in the West — and he was the guy that was most 
engaged with me — I wondered if this wasn’t something more than just a 
physical issue. But the curious thing is, you never heard anyone ask 
about whatever happened to this top Soviet player, who’d had such a 
good start to the series. He just dropped from sight. 

After Game 4, there was a 16-day break before the series resumed in 
Moscow and in between, Canada played two exhibition games in 
Sweden to familiarize themselves with the larger international ice 
surface. It gave the Canadians a chance to reset. 

Yes, and the Russians commit the big error of thinking the series is over, 
and they start partying amongst themselves. They break their routine and 
their training. They’re treated like heroes. They’re meeting with 
cosmonauts and scientists and top ballerinas and their heads are now in 
the clouds as well. In Moscow, my seats are with the Canadian players, 
the Black Aces, and the embassy people and all these Canadian fans. All 
these flags are flying. All these telegrams are flowing in. Great Canadian 
emotion. Then, you start to see Team Canada digging in. 

When the final goal was scored in Game 8, I was between the two 
benches, down at Ken Dryden’s end, but I was extremely happy that we 
had finally won by a hair — and also completely exhausted; just happy 
we got to the finish line. Because Eagleson was threatening to pull out 
after Game 7 and he might have been able to do it. 

That’s a reference to the refereeing controversy heading into Game 8. 
The context was this: Canada thought the West German referees, 
especially Josef Kompalla, were showing bias toward the Soviet Union 
and preferred the Swede, Ove Dahlberg, and the Czech, Rudolf Bata. 
There was a meeting on the morning of Game 8, which you attended, 
along with Harry Sinden, Ferguson and Eagleson, where Eagleson 
threatened to pull out if the West Germans both refereed the game. It 
was you who suggested the compromise — each side pick one. What 
happened there? 

In the initial agreement, it was stated the series would follow IIHF rules — 
with four North American referees in Canada and four European referees 
in the Soviet Union. It was structured so that each pair in Europe would 
work a game — 5 and 6 — and then it would be reviewed. If there’s a 
dispute, Team Canada gets to choose the Game 7 referees and the 
Soviets Game 8. In Sweden, Sinden described the West German 
referees as incompetent, he said they couldn’t skate and they were 
biased toward the Europeans and didn’t like Canadian hockey. When we 
get to Moscow, the Swede and the Czech are there for the first game and 
that goes all right even though we lost. The second game is the famous 
Bobby Clarke slash on Kharlamov. The West Germans are calling an 
inordinate number of penalties against Canada and Harry is furious. In 
Game 7, we get the Swede and the Czech again and we win by a goal 
and everybody is, more or less, happy. So now we come to the deciding 
game and who’s going to referee the final game? Harry and Al said, “No 
West Germans. If you pick them, we’re not going to play.” 

And the Soviets say, “Wait a minute. This is our choice, we’re in the 
Soviet Union and we’re going to choose.” And there’s arguing back and 
forth — at the hotel, in the rink, and it carries over to the Bolshoi Theatre 
the night before the final game, during a performance of “Anna 
Karenina.” And the Canadian government senior official (Arthur Laing) is 
involved and says to Eagleson, Sinden and myself, “You guys go back 
and you sort this out. This game must be played.” 

So, we get in this little room at the Ice Palace on the morning of the game 
and it’s back and forth. I said, “Look, we’re getting up to game time, we 
have to decide this, this is supposed to be a friendship series, how about 
as a solution, we pick one and you pick one?” And there were nodding 
heads. And so Sinden says, we’re going to take the Swedish referee, 
Dahlberg. 

And then? 

Everybody seems happy for a couple of seconds until the senior Russian 
official, who is a KGB officer, starts to smile and says “Well, Dahlberg is 
sick. He can’t referee.” And Eagleson says, “We just had breakfast with 
the guy an hour ago and he wasn’t sick.” 

And the Russian said: “Well, he’s sick now.” 

I knew right away, that was a political illness because Dahlberg also 
refereed soccer in the summer, and the Soviets controlled the league in 
which he refereed and Dahlberg knew if he didn’t follow the Soviet 
directives, he wouldn’t just be out of refereeing ice hockey, he’d be out of 
refereeing soccer as well. So, he became politically unavailable. So, the 
Soviets took one of the West Germans and Harry said, “OK, we’ll take 
Bata, the Czechoslovak.” With that, nobody was really happy, but we 
came to an agreement. 

When the game started, the West German started calling penalties — 
one, two, three in a row. And that’s when we had the big incident with JP 
Parise, who was given a two-minute penalty and then a 10-minute 
misconduct and he became super agitated, skating back and forth, into 
the penalty box, and out. Sinden throws a chair on the ice and a towel 
goes on the ice, and then Parise does a loop and comes back toward the 
referee and lifts his stick like an axe and looks like he’s going to bring it 
down across the head of the West German referee. 

I reviewed that exchange in the trailer for your film and honestly, I had 
forgotten how dangerous that looked. 
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Parise was given a game misconduct for that; all the Canadian fans are 
screaming, “Let’s go home” and I thought Eagleson, at that moment, was 
going to take the team into the dressing room. But to his credit, he didn’t 
do that. And the game went on. The Czech referee went to the penalty 
box and said “We should call the game off.” But the Russians didn’t want 
the game called off. So, we carried on. And the West German put his 
whistle in his pocket. He was intimidated by everything that had 
happened. 

Your book was just released in the U.S. this week and has been turned 
into a film available to select audiences in Canada this month and to a 
wider audience early in 2023. There’s a great after-the-fact moment at 
the end of the film. Can you describe it?   

Last September, we went back to the Palace of Sport and Vladislav 
Tretiak came out. We walked around the rink, there was no ice, but he 
stood where he had stood with a minute to go in Game 8 and he, in his 
broken English, replayed what happened with Yvan Cournoyer, Esposito 
and Henderson — and Valeri Vasilyev, who he blamed for the winning 
goal. 

I always say it’s the greatest hockey series ever — eight games, not 
seven. But it was more than just a hockey series. The Dominion Institute 
of Canada listed it as one of the top 10 historical events in our country’s 
history, with Vimy Ridge, Medicare, women’s suffrage and the patriation 
of the Constitution. It was just a spectacular moment in our country’s 
history. 
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Queen Elizabeth II’s influence over Canadian sports, from a portrait to a 
puck drop 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

7-9 minutes 16/09/2022 

 

In Ontario, one of the best-known portraits of Queen Elizabeth II 
overlooks the ice at the Peterborough Memorial Centre, a 90-minute 
drive northeast of Toronto. From her perch in the rafters, she has been a 
constant presence for the local junior hockey team, as well as an 
occasional participant in practice. 

Zac Bierk was a goaltender with the Petes, and in those quieter moments 
of an Ontario Hockey League season, he saw players first take measure 
of the artwork, and then take aim. Their goal was not just to make 
contact, but to skip the puck off one of the seven white teeth visible on 
the canvas. 

“That is not folklore: I’ve witnessed it,” said Bierk. “I don’t think it was 
seen as an act of disrespect by any stretch, but you get a bunch of 16-to-
20-year-olds getting bored at the end of a practice, it was a pretty fun 
game.” 

The Queen had been part of the games Canadians played for 
generations, though perhaps not always in such a literal way. She 
attended her first NHL game in 1951, two years before her coronation. 
She held parties for athletes at the Commonwealth Games. She attended 
more than one CFL game and she made four trips to watch 
thoroughbreds race at the Queen’s Plate. 

She spent 10 days in Canada during the 1976 Montreal Olympics, where 
she saw her daughter, Princess Anne, compete in equestrian. Her image 
loomed in arenas across the country, from the former home of the 
Winnipeg Jets — where her portrait reportedly measured five-by-seven 
metres — to Peterborough. 

Bierk had a special connection to the latter portrait: It was painted by his 
late father, David. 

“I saw the perfect tooth shot more than once,” Zac Bierk said with a 
chuckle. “Whatever varnish or lacquer he put on it, I don’t seem to recall 
any lasting puck marks on it.” 

The Queen was still a Princess when she watched her first professional 
hockey game, on Oct. 13, 1951, with the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Chicago Black Hawks staging a 15-minute exhibition just for her. It was 
at Maple Leaf Gardens, and she arrived several minutes late, owing to 
her busy Royal schedule. 

She saw her first full-length NHL game later that month, at the Montreal 
Forum, and players from both the Canadiens and Rangers were warned 
against any “rowdyism” in her presence. After a scuffle late in the game, 
Canadiens coach Dick Irvin was quoted as saying: “Maybe they’d like to 
see a little pepper.” 

The Queen did not attend another NHL game for 51 years. 

She returned in 2002, for a ceremonial faceoff between the Canucks and 
Sharks in Vancouver. Cassie Campbell-Pascall was invited to 
accompany the Queen to centre ice — after she completed a criminal 
background check and a briefing on protocol, such as when to shake the 
Monarch’s hand (only if she reaches out first) and when to offer a hug 
(don’t even think about it). 

“On the ice, she was told to place the puck right at the blue dot at centre 
ice, and she hit it bang-on,” said Campbell-Pascall. “We’re all out there, 
and I think we realized the magnitude of this moment. It was a big 
moment. It was a standing ovation, and it was really kind of surreal.” 

Campbell-Pascall had recently won gold as captain of the Canadian 
hockey team at the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics, and she said 
the Queen touched her medal: “I’ll be honest with you: She kind of had a 
look on her face like, ‘Wow, a woman plays hockey?’” 

“It’s one of the coolest things I have, because it’s such a neat moment,” 
she said. “I know Wayne very well, and you could … sense the moment 
with him, as well.” 

Canadian pentathlete Diane Jones-Konihowski shared several moments 
with the Queen, including the Royal garden parties once held before the 
Commonwealth Games. There was no such party when the Games 
rolled into Edmonton in 1978, but there was a brief concern about 
wardrobe. 

Jones-Konihowski was one of Canada’s most celebrated athletes of the 
decade, and she was chosen to present the Queen with the ceremonial 
baton during the Opening Ceremony. Protocol called for her to curtsy in 
front of the Monarch. 

“And here I am in short-shorts,” Jones-Konihowski said with a laugh. “A 
little awkward, right? But I did it.” 

She went on to win gold in pentathlon. The Queen presented her medal. 

“I think she truly was a fan of sports, and a fan of athletes,” said Jones-
Konihowski, who is a Member of the Order of Canada. “You can go find 
all of those different sporting events where she was there. And she loved 
Canada.” 

With her death, sports organizations are grappling with how to handle her 
legacy. 

At Woodbine Racetrack, in Toronto, discussions will soon be held about 
changing the name of the most celebrated horse race on the Canadian 
calendar. Jim Lawson, the organization’s chief executive, told the CBC 
talks would begin this month, with the Queen’s Plate potentially being 
named as the King’s Plate. 

A short drive away, the flags would be flying at half-mast at the 
Peterborough Memorial Centre, where the future of the Queen’s famous 
portrait was also uncertain. In an email to The Athletic, Jeremy Giles, the 
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facility manager, said they would “take time to consider how to 
appropriately preserve the portrait of Queen Elizabeth II.” 

Alex Bierk suggested his father’s work could remain in the arena. 

After living with leukemia, David Bierk died in 2002, at 58. He had eight 
children, including several who grew up to become artists. Sebastian 
Bierk was lead singer for the rock band Skid Row. Heather Bierk became 
a model and an actress. Alex Bierk is an artist who has entered the race 
for a seat on city council in Peterborough this fall. 

“I don’t think I’d even heard that my dad had done (the painting) from 
him,” said Alex. “It was just such a part of the Memorial Centre that I think 
I heard about it from someone at a Petes game.” 

“There were a lot of dumbfounded expressions when I would say my dad 
painted that,” said his brother, Zac. 

The 45-year-old Zac Bierk is now the goaltending coach with the Ottawa 
Senators. Bierk does not consider himself to be much of an artist — “I 
think my five-year-old draws better than me” — but his father taught him 
to have an appreciation. He can still see some of his father’s work on the 
road, whenever he stops in Los Angeles, Vancouver, Toronto or the 
home of at least one former teammate. 

Sean Burke shared the net with Bierk for parts of two seasons with the 
Phoenix Coyotes. After learning about his teammate’s father, Burke 
announced he had purchased two of his paintings. 

Zac Bierk spent plenty of time with his father’s portrait of the Queen. The 
portrait — which might carry a counter-culture message from the artist — 
faces the home team net in the first and third period, which means it has 
a clear view of the goaltender. 

“To me, it’s timeless,” said Zac Bierk. “There were some long nights in 
Peterborough where I was happy to be able to look up and see that 
smiling face that my dad did. It made me feel better sometimes.” 
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New Jersey Devils and former Rutgers football player Eric LeGrand 
partner on helmet advertisement 

 

Greg Wyshynski is ESPN's senior NHL writer. 

 

Eric LeGrand, whose football career with the Rutgers Scarlet Knights 
ended in 2010, after suffering a spinal cord injury, will have his coffee 
shop advertised on New Jersey Devils' player helmets during road 
games thanks to the team's program to support Black entrepreneurs. 

The Devils announced on Thursday that LeGrand Coffee House of 
Woodbridge, New Jersey, won the club's Buy Black Partnership for the 
2022-23 NHL season. The ad space on the road helmets is donated by 
Prudential Financial, which will also offer financial wellness counseling to 
LeGrand. The Devils are working on having LeGrand Coffee House 
products offered at their home games as well. 

The Devils reported that their Buy Black Partnership received more 
applicants in 2022 than the first two years of the program combined. 

"Our selection committee had another extremely difficult choice, but to a 
person, Eric's story was impactful, powerful and resonated with everyone 
and we are proud to partner with Prudential Financial to take LeGrand 
Coffee House to its highest levels of success," said New Jersey Devils & 
Prudential Center president Jake Reynolds. 

LeGrand was injured making a tackle during a Rutgers game and 
paralyzed from the neck down. He has since regained movement in his 
shoulders and sensation through his entire body. 

Since his injury in 2010, LeGrand transitioned to motivational speaking, 
philanthropy and entrepreneurship. Team LeGrand has raised over $1 
million for the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation. LeGrand was 
presented with the Jimmy V Award for Perseverance at the 2012 ESPY 
Awards. He was also inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2017, 
receiving the Warrior Award. 

LeGrand Coffee House opened in May 2022. 

 

The "LeGrand Coffee House'' logo will be displayed on each side of the 
team's away-game helmets. The brand exposure will mark the first time a 
winner of the Devils' Buy Black Partnership will be represented 
throughout the entire slate of road games and take their brand across all 
the North American cities the Devils visit during the 2022-23 NHL season 
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Sportsnet.ca / Welcome to Cowtown: New Flames trio feeling the 
excitement in Calgary 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

September 15, 2022, 1:37 PM 

 

CALGARY — Long-known to prefer shovelling manure over shanking 
sand shots, Darryl Sutter took to the mic at the Flames golf tourney 
dinner Wednesday for the briefest of messages. 

“Hit and hope,” were his only words of advice for golfers, before 
essentially dropping the mic to leave a surprised Brad Treliving alone on 
stage to provide entertainment. 

Hope certainly abounds in the market, thanks to Treliving’s ability to 
dance around two monumental departures by adding a trio of formidable 
replacements. 

Those three newbies arrived in town over the last handful of days, and 
the outpouring of support they’ve received ever since touching down has 
them understanding just how much excitement there is in Calgary. 

Flames’ Huberdeau already seeing all the hype around Calgary for this 
team 

“I’m seeing it,” said Jonathan Huberdeau, who said it was mere minutes 
after deplaning at YYC International that he started being recognized and 
approached. “In Florida that wouldn’t really happen.  

“It hasn’t been bad, actually. I went to Costco and did a little Costco 
action and didn’t get recognized that much there, so it’s been good. 

“People are respectful here. Everybody is excited for the year. Obviously 
for them they loved the two star players (Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk, as if anyone needed reminding) and replacing them with us 
they’re just as excited. It’s a new chapter for us and I think you can tell 
the city is excited, and we’re excited as well.” 

MacKenzie Weegar, who was included in the massive package for 
Tkachuk, intensified that fervour Wednesday when he opened his tenure 
in town with a bold proclamation.   

“Coming from Florida on a good team, and then coming here, I’d say 
we’re a better team than Florida is,” said the versatile defenceman, 
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before adding that he is in talks with the team with hopes of signing an 
extension soon. 

“There’s lots of excitement, I think.” 

Despite a haircut that had Huberdeau raving about how much better his 
longtime pal looked, Weegar has been recognized and welcomed by fans 
since the day he arrived.  

“I went to the mall on the first day and lots of fans were coming up and 
saying how excited they were,” said Weegar, who said his new 
teammates have been equally as hospitable. 

“It’s a nice feeling and a nice greeting from them.” 

Nazem Kadri, whose free agency signing last month is considered the 
cherry on top of Treliving’s summer shopping, said he hadn’t had much 
time to mingle with the public, but was a huge hit at the tourney. 

“I’m eager to be back home in Canada and be supported by the city of 
Calgary and the passionate fans of the Flames,” said Kadri, whose 
whirlwind summer included a Stanley Cup party in his hometown of 
London, Ont.  

“They’ve embraced me so far, and I can’t wait to show him what we’ve 
got. 

“There’s been a buzz around the team all summer, since Brad had a very 
active summer. I think we brought in some great players to try to make 
the next step.” 

Kadri on if he's had his 'Welcome to Calgary' moment yet: 'Might have to 
purchase a cowboy hat' 

Kadri’s rugged style should make him a coaching and fan favourite, but 
he still has plans to endear himself in other ways. 

“I might have to purchase a cowboy hat,” he chuckled. “I heard that’s a 
thing, a white cowboy hat around here. I guess that’s a mainstay. I just 
love the culture.” 

A tight-knit team now looks to grow even tighter by way of a camp that 
will go a long way toward figuring out who fits in where.  

“I’m excited because the guys are excited — that’s probably the best 
part,” said Treliving, who joked that the last part of his summer was far 
more enjoyable than the first half.  

“I always say the players know first who the good players are. They know 
they’ve added some really good players.” 

The three newbies are indeed pivotal pieces for a Flames team that won 
its division with 111 points, yet has bolstered its ranks on the blueline and 
up the middle. 

“I think we have a great team,” said Huberdeau, a left winger whose 115 
points tied him for second in the league with Gaudreau. 

“Our defensive core is great. We have a big team. A great goalie. Two 
goalies. ... We added Naz too. We have a great top 6. We’re a checking 
team. I’m excited to see what we’re going to do. 

“This year I think we can believe and go get a Stanley Cup right away.” 

The big story in training camp will revolve around how fast the team can 
start creating chemistry between new teammates. 

“In order to have a great season we have to get off to a great start and 
we have a nice homestand to start the season, so that’s something we 
can take advantage of,” said Kadri, whose club plays nine of its first ten 
games at home. “The sky is the limit. 

“I think we’ve got a team that can certainly contend, and that’s ultimately 
the final decision of why I came here. 

“I like the pieces, I like the guys, and getting to know them I like them 
even more.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 09.16.2022 

1252058 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 'I'm never relaxed': A Q&A with Oilers GM Ken Holland 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

September 15, 2022, 5:46 PM 

 

PENTICTON, B.C.  — Ken Holland is back where he grew up, a couple 
hours south of his hometown in Vernon B.C., sitting lakeside in Penticton. 
The triathletes are swimming laps in Lake Okanagan, and the ducks are 
wandering about alongside the seniors on a smoky, warm September 
day in the British Columbia interior.  

Nothing could be more relaxing, right?  

“I’m always nervous, okay?” Holland admits. “For 27 years as a manager, 
I’m always nervous. Because I understand how hard the league is, how 
close the games are, and how many games you got to win by one goal.  

“I’m never relaxed.”  

Holland has built the Edmonton Oilers into a genuine Stanley Cup 
contender, but in his mind, all of that work screams “yesterday.” By 
American Thanksgiving, if his Oilers are in a playoff spot the math says 
they have less than about a 10 percent chance of making the post 
season come April.  

So he’s already nervous about the preseason, and an open 20 games 
that could verify the folks who like his team, or give the detractors a 
voice.  

“Last year we started 21-5. If we didn’t get off to a good start last year we 
probably don't make the playoffs,” he said. “Where are ya after 20 
games?”  

We sat down with Holland here in Penticton for a lakeside Q and A, after 
which the 66-year-old turned down a ride and made the 20-minute walk 
to the rink to watch his rookies practice. Here is our conversation, edited 
(of course) for brevity:  

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Edmonton Oilers. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

SN — 20 years ago you’d have never been hoping to have a rookie 
defenceman, a rookie left winger, and a sophomore defenceman on a 
team that had Stanley Cup aspirations. Today, that’s the goal. Does it 
make you nervous?  

KH — “First off, that’s just the salary cap world. Twenty years ago, we 
won the Cup in Detroit, we had Pavel Datsyuk. He was 23, and had 
played (the top league) in Russia. In ‘03 or ’04, we played Nashville In 
Round 1. We had a $70 million team and they had a $25 million team. 
The game’s changed.  

“Now, Broberg was the eighth pick in the draft. He was a captain of 
Sweden in the World Juniors when he was 19. Holloway was what fifth 
was in the nation (NCAA) in scoring as a 19-year-old, playing against 
guys who are 21, 22, 23. Skinner's played four years of pro. He’s 23 
years of age now.”  
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SN — When the summer started, you were asked where Jesse Puljujarvi 
fit in. You replied, “I gotta figure that out.” What did you figure out, that 
Puljujarvi is still an Oiler?  

KH — “What I did in the offseason was, I talked to a lot of people at the 
draft about lots of our players. Lots of lots of ideas. I Jesse's name came 
up a lot. But ultimately, nothing made sense that I thought would make us 
better because we're in the position right now. The core of our team are 
in their prime, so I’m making decisions to win now. I’m not looking to 
trade players for draft picks.  

“I'm not sure where he fits. Is he a Top 6? Is he going to be in the Bottom 
6? That’s a good thing, because I think our team is deeper and more 
competitive than it was last year. Let’s see where the dust settles here in 
the next month.”  

SN — Talk about the player: Puljujarvi. Now that he’s making $3 million, 
and he is 24 years old, does the dynamic change?  

KH — “It changes it a lot. You know, certainly the last two years he was 
at $1.175 million. Three million, that’s not a lot of money for a Top 6 
player. But if he’s on our third line…  I would anticipate he's going to be a 
Top 9 forward.  

“He got off to a great start (last season) then he hit the wall. I think he lost 
his confidence. I know he lost his confidence last year. This is a fresh 
start, a fresh opportunity. Let’s see where we land a month, a month from 
now.”  

SN — You told me privately late last season that your chances of signing 
Evander Kane were slim. You had no money. What happened?  

KH — “Evander was had a $7 million dollar AAV with San Jose. He was 
a $7 million player. What also transpired between then and now is, I felt 
that Duncan Keith was coming back. Well, Duncan is $5.5 million off the 
cap. I made a deal to move Zack Kassian to Arizona. If you don't do 
make those two moves, it’s going to be hard for us to do anything. When 
those two moves happen, it allowed us to (sign Kane), — and dovetailing 
that with the fact Evander really enjoyed being an Oiler.”  

SN — You had Fedorov and Yzerman. You had Zetterberg and Datsyuk. 
Now you have McDavid and Draisaitl. Are you getting good at building 
around two superstars?  

KH — “Working with Jim Devellano and Scotty Bowman from ’94 to ’97, 
for me, was like going to Harvard. What I learned from those hockey 
people was team building … and what I've tried here over three years is 
to slowly build the team. You’ve got to have depth.  

“The good teams, they have an engine — four or five players. Certainly, 
we have an engine: Connor, Leon, Darnell… We’ve had to go out 
externally, making free agent moves, but also the development of some 
players that were in the system when I got here: Puljujarvi, (Kailer) 
Yamamoto, (Ryan) McLeod, (Evan) Bouchard… I’m trying to do the 
same thing with Holloway and Broberg.”  

SN — The best three-round performances I can recall were Doug 
Gilmour (‘93), Peter Forsberg (‘02, WCF) and Erik Karlsson (‘17). Were 
those by McDavid and Draisaitl their equal? Or better?  

KH — “We played three really good hockey teams, and they averaged 
two points a game or more. I mean, they won they have 33 and 32 points 
(in 16 games)? They were incredible. I mean, Leon playing with a high 
ankle sprain… Those two performances by Connor and Leon last year, 
were as good as anything that I've seen by players in all my years in 
Detroit. What they did is one of the greatest achievements in the playoffs 
under pressure that I had the pleasure to watch.”  

SN — Your cap situation could make for a 21-man roster to start the 
season. That seems risky. Your thoughts? Would you go with 22…?  

KH — “I would just say to you, we’re trying to win. So we’re pushing. 
We’re pushing up the cap. Probably 20 other teams are in the same 
situations. We’re tight because we're trying to win and we're trying to 
keep as many of the pieces as possible.”  

SN — Does this view of Lake Okanagan remind you of growing up?  

KH — “You don't realize how beautiful this is until you leave. I leave for 
30 years — I come back every — but you leave, you start to see all these 
other places in the world, you realize how beautiful the Okanagan is.”  

SN — In Detroit, you won Cups by not spending much on goalies. Is a 
$25M investment on Campbell a move away from that?  

KH — “We got three great years out of Smitty (Mike Smith), and he’s 
banged up and can’t play anymore. (Mikko Koskinen) made a decision to 
go back to Europe, so we needed a goalie. But we’re actually spending 
less in goal in 2023 than we did in ‘22. We’re going to spend $5.75 
million this year. Last year was $6.7 million. We’re a million dollars less in 
goal this year for one year.”  

SN — Are you concerned that the expectations might be too high for your 
team?  

KH — “Connor is (turning) 26, now Leon's (turning) 27. I know Hyman is 
30 and Darnell is 27. Jack Campbell's 30. You know, I think that that the 
expectations are good. Our goal was to grow into a Cup contender.  

“Now, my message to our team next week is going to be, ‘Last year is 
history.’ Three of the four teams that were in the Final 4 a year ago, 
Montreal, Vegas and the Islanders, all missed the playoffs last year. That 
was a wonderful story (last spring), but we got to start all over again here 
next Wednesday and over eight preseason games. We got to build we 
got to be ready to go.  

“There’s nothing wrong with expectations. It means that people believe 
there’s real potential your team. But it starts from scratch next week. We 
got to we got to do it all over again.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche's MacKinnon talks possibility of becoming 
highest-paid NHLer 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

September 15, 2022, 2:56 PM 

 

HENDERSON, Nev. – Nathan MacKinnon has a legitimate chance to 
become the highest paid player in the NHL. 

So, will the Colorado Avalanche superstar surpass Connor McDavid’s 
$12.5 million AAV on his next contract? 

“You have to ask Pat,” MacKinnon said Thursday, referring to agent Pat 
Brisson of Creative Artists Agency. “I don’t know. I’m hoping we’ll get it 
done pretty soon.” 

Speaking to Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman for a recording of the 32 
Thoughts podcast outside of Las Vegas, MacKinnon assured that his 
much-anticipated, long-term contract extension is “totally” on a path to 
completion. 

But he admitted that the paperwork has taken longer than he thought it 
would to finalize. 

“It should be done shortly, I’m hoping,” MacKinnon said. “I love Joe 
[Sakic, president of hockey operations] and C-Mac [GM Chris 
MacFarland]. Those guys are great. It’s just a little business.” 

MacKinnon, 27, has been considered one of the sport’s greatest 
bargains, having exceeded expectations during his six-year, $44.1-million 
contract, which concludes at the end of 2022-23. 
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The forward’s team-friendly $6.3-million cap hit helped give management 
the financial space to build a championship roster in 2021-22. 

Certainly, MacKinnon will hit eight figures and eclipse Mikko Rantanen’s 
$9.25 million AAV to become Colorado’s highest-paid player, and it is 
possible he gives McDavid a run. 

MacKinnon admitted that he assumed his new contract extension would 
be done on July 13, the first day he was eligible to re-sign. 

“It’s been a longer process than I thought, I guess,” MacKinnon said. 

“Doesn’t work like that, I guess. But it’s OK. I think it should be done 
shortly, I’m hoping. That’s the goal.” 
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TSN.CA / Buzz around Flames, city of Calgary as training camp looms 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Jonathan Huberdeau felt excited with a renewed sense of purpose at the 
airport when he first arrived in Calgary. For MacKenzie Weegar, the 
same feelings overcame him while he was shopping at one of the city’s 
malls. Nazem Kadri felt it immediately after signing his seven-year deal.  

After an unprecedented off-season where they lost stars Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary’s newest roster additions are 
feeling the excitement from fans as the team heads into training camp for 
the upcoming season with arguably a better roster than the one that 
shocked the hockey world in winning the Pacific Division in 2021-22 
before bowing out to Edmonton in Round 2 of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“I’m excited,” the 29-year-old Huberdeau said. 

“I was in Florida for 10 years. It wasn’t obviously a hockey market…you 
go around town, you get recognized. In Florida, it wouldn’t really 
happen.” 

Huberdeau did sneak in a Costco run without getting recognized very 
much, but those days are likely now few and far between for the native of 
Saint-Jerome, Que., and his teammates in Calgary. 

“A lot of people have come up to me in the city,” Weegar said. 

“They’re really excited for this season with Johnny, and I and Naz and a 
couple of new faces…I’m excited just as much as they are.” 

Over the past two seasons, the 28-year-old Weegar is 15th among all 
NHL blueliners with 80 points. His plus-69 rating is second only to Devon 
Toews of the Colorado Avalanche. He is one of the league’s more 
underrated blueliners, and will now showcase his abilities in front of one 
of the more passionate fanbases in the league. 

“I think I’m sort of like a hybrid defenceman,” the Ottawa product said. 

“Play strong defensively but can also get up in the rush and contribute 
offensively. My game is defence first. I don’t like getting scored on, and 
then just try and help out the forwards as much as I can.” 

While Kadri and Huberdeau are going to be Flames well beyond this 
season after signing long-term contracts this summer, Weegar’s status 
beyond 2022-23 is still up in the air given he is a pending unrestricted 
free agent. 

“We’re trying to get something done and hopefully we’ll get something 
done soon,” he said. 

3 intriguing storylines heading into training camp 

1. Where will the new guys play? 

Huberdeau seems destined to start as the top line’s left winger, but who 
will his centre be? Elias Lindholm is one of the most defensively 
responsible pivots in the league. The 31-year-old Kadri provides 
sandpaper and grit. Will head coach Darryl Sutter keep Lindholm as the 
No. 1 centre, or will it be a 1A-1B setup? 

2. Which wingers will step up? 

If there is one area of weakness on the Flames roster, it is right-wing 
depth. Several forwards can play either side, but Calgary still needs at 
least one more legitimate top-nine winger. Andrew Mangiapane is a fit to 
replace Tkachuk on the top line. Beyond that, options include Tyler 
Toffoli, Blake Coleman, Dillon Dube and rookie Jakob Pelletier. 

“I think I can bring speed, be good on the forecheck, be good in both 
zones,” said Pelletier, Calgary’s first-round pick (26th overall) in 2019. 

“For now, I’m focused on the three games we have at the YoungStars 
showcase, and it’s to win those three games. After, it’s on me to force 
their hand to play me in the NHL.” 

3. Who stays and who goes on the back end? 

Right now, Calgary might have the best defensive depth in the NHL and 
there are eight blueliners who could crack their opening night lineup: 
Weegar, Chris Tanev, Oliver Kylington, Noah Hanifin, Rasmus 
Andersson, Nikita Zadorov, Juuso Valimaki and Connor Mackey, as well 
as Michael Stone, who’s in town on a professional tryout. Might the 
Flames flip a blueliner to shore up that wing depth? 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

- Pelletier certainly appreciates that the Flames brought in fellow 
Quebecois Huberdeau. The veteran has already reached out to the 
rookie to introduce himself. 

"For me, it's kind of good to have a French guy, too, who I can kind of 
look up to and see that he's one of the best players in the league and 
learn from him,” the 21-year-old Pelletier said of Huberdeau. 

- During his dinner with Flames general manager Brad Treliving and Don 
Maloney, senior vice-president of hockey operations, in Montreal in 
August, Huberdeau spoke highly of Tampa Bay Lightning captain Steven 
Stamkos and his will to win. Huberdeau clearly looks up to his former 
Battle Of Florida rival and will bring some of those lessons to Calgary this 
season. 

“I don’t have a lot of experience in the playoffs and I think the past couple 
of years I learned a lot from that,” he said. 

“Your best players need to play defensively and that’s how you’re going 
to win the Stanley Cup. And blocking shots, the guys have to look at you 
and be like, ‘This guy wants to win.’ You’ve got to do the sacrifices. 
That’s why I was talking about Stamkos, because he was doing that 
during our series, so I think that’s the thing I want to focus on and that’s 
what the best players need to do to win the Stanley Cup.” 

- Medicals are on Wednesday, Sept. 21, before the first on-ice sessions 
begin Sept. 22. 
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TSN.CA / Less parity means more best-on-best in the NHL's offensive 
era 
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Travis Yost 

 

For years, the National Hockey League carved out a niche as the league 
of unpredictability. 

Tight, low-scoring games were a staple of the sport, providing the exact 
recipe you are looking for if you want to see frequent upsets. Combined 
with the standings structure – one where teams can pick up one of two 
points merely by losing in the overtime frame or shootout – the league’s 
ecosystem is one of perpetual proximity. 

It’s a significant differentiator relative to other North American sports 
leagues and comes with benefits and drawbacks. Tight, low-scoring, and 
often random single-game outcomes can keep most teams in a 
theoretical playoff race for extended periods of the regular season. 

Compare that with the National Basketball Association – a league where 
you may only need a few weeks and a dozen or so games to see talent 
overwhelm random chance in the standings. The NBA’s regular season, 
in particular the tail end, can often be painful to watch. But a key draw for 
that league is the prospect that the most talented and capable teams 
generally win, which isn’t always the case in the NHL. 

Michael Lopez, now senior director of data and analytics for the NFL, did 
some fascinating work on this back in 2018. He and a team of 
researchers found the better team (by regular-season standings) in the 
NBA advances out of a playoff series 80 per cent of the time. For the 
NHL to realize a similar advance rate for the superior team, it would 
require a best-of-51 series – a remarkable difference. 

Why do I bring this up as we inch into September? We’ve talked here at 
some length over the past two years about the NHL’s offensive 
renaissance – there’s more scoring across the league, the average per-
game scoring totals are up, and, in turn, the average margin of victory is 
higher. That’s a great sign if you are looking for just a bit more 
predictability within the sport; the talent within the league is being given 
more opportunity to put its skill on display, and it’s made best-on-best 
hockey come playoff time a compelling watch. 

The current environment – where teams score 6.3 goals per game, 
versus just 5.4 six years ago – will further differentiate the haves and the 
have-nots. Strong teams are going to solidify their spot earlier in the 
regular season; weak teams on the playoff fringe will less frequently be in 
the hunt come March. 

Consider the past two seasons versus the first season in the modern era 
(2007-08), as well as the league’s scoring low point (2015-16). The 
boxplot shows the average margin of victory for all teams: 

The smaller the box, the more compact the data set is. In other words, 
the 2007-08 season saw very little talent spread between the majority of 
the league’s teams. Compare that to the 2021-22 season, where the size 
of the box has dramatically increased – an indicator of sizable separation 
between the clubs. 

Rather than focus on the outliers like the league’s best and worst teams 
by season, consider the quartiles where the majority of teams sit. If we 
look at what 25th percentile and 75th percentile meant for a team in 
2007-08 versus 2015-16 and 2021-22, the difference is staggering. 

The gaps between these two groups – the entrenched playoff teams and 
the teams bad enough for the draft lottery but nowhere near bad enough 
to win it – has grown as scoring has increased. Whereas the separation 
between Buffalo and Columbus in 2007-08 was just 37 goals (0.45 per 
game), the gap between San Jose and Minnesota last season was nearly 
triple at 106 goals (1.29 per game). 

If this trend sustains itself, it does change the behavioural economics of 
the league. On a relative basis, it was much easier years ago to take a 
team limited on talent into a playoff race – these teams would confusingly 
step up as buyers at the trade deadline because they were only a handful 
of points out of a playoff race. 

That’s less the case now. More scoring means fewer shootouts and less 
overtime, fewer shootouts and less overtime means fewer incremental 
points thrown around the standings, and fewer incremental points thrown 
around the standings means more clarity into a team’s true talent. 

The NHL doesn’t want as predictable a league as the NBA, but I do think 
it endeavours to reward well-performing teams, and reducing the 
randomness observed within a game can do just that. 

This is a league built on parity, and that won’t change – not until the 
league reviews the win, loss, overtime/shootout loss point structure. But 
the NHL’s welcoming of an offensive resolution hasn’t just put more skill 
on display. It’s also added a touch more credibility to the sport, where 
more talented teams are simply more likely to win games. 

That’s a good development for the league over the long term. 
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