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Jamieson Rees, 2019 Hurricanes draft pick, serving as leader during NHL Prospect 
Showcase 

By Chip Alexander 

It was hard pointing out anyone who played particularly well 
Friday for the Carolina Hurricanes in their first game of the 
2022 NHL Prospect Showcase. 

Many played hard but few played well. The Canes scored 
first, Noel Gunler with the goal, but allowed six unanswered 
goals in a 6-1 loss to the Florida Panthers and spent too 
much time fighting for pucks in their own end. 

“I thought we started well and saw some execution in some 
of the details that we had given them, but you start giving up 
a lot of odd-man rushes and you make it tough on your 
goalies,” Canes coach Brock Sheahan said after the game at 
Invisalign Arena. “But it’s a starting point and I think we’ll be 
better.” 

Sheahan is the new head coach of the Chicago Wolves, the 
Canes’ AHL affiliate. A few of the players he has on the 
prospects team soon will be on his first Wolves roster as 
Chicago seeks to make a run at a second straight Calder 
Cup championship. 

One of those players should be forward Jamieson Rees, who 
played for the Wolves parts of the past two seasons and has 
been named the captain of the Canes prospects team. 

Rees, 21, is an all-effort type who seemingly was in the 
middle of everything Friday, good and bad. He checked with 
a purpose, spent time in the penalty box a couple of times 
and was involved in a brief scrap at the end of the first 
period. He battled hard around the Florida net and once was 
knocked deep into the net. 

“Threw a couple of nice hits, took a couple of hits,” said 
Rees, who was selected by the Canes in the second round 
of the 2019 NHL Draft. “It’s part of the game.” 

Rees has a little of a younger Brock McGinn in him. Like the 
former Canes forward who was a second-round draft pick by 
Carolina Rees, at 5-11 and 182 pounds, is about the size of 
McGinn and plays the same crash-and-bang style of game. 

Asked Friday if “disruptor” is a good way to describe him on 
the ice, he said, “I would say so, yeah.” 

Rees was with the Canes team in the showcase last year in 
Tampa, Florida, playing well enough to get to Carolina’s 
preseason training camp. He appeared in three preseason 
exhibition games for the Canes before undergoing knee 
surgery in October, then being assigned to the Wolves. 

Rees played 24 games for the Wolves in 2020-21, then 61 
games in the AHL’s 2021-22 regular season, putting up 24 
points, before the playoff run to the Calder Cup. 

“It helps me in helping the other guys here that I’ve been 
through it, I know what it takes and I’ve played at the next 
(AHL) level,” Rees said. “It’s big for everybody. It’s big for 
guys trying to make the (Canes) team, it’s big for guys who 
are trying to get contracts. Everyone is here for a purpose.” 

Rees wants to make it to the Canes’ big camp again and see 
where that can take him. Other skaters are trying to get a 
feel for the Canes’ system. 

“I think we’re trying to show them the style of play here,” 
Sheahan said. “We’re trying to get them the details on how 
we forecheck and how we hunt and how we trap. And just 
getting them engaged in how we play, and trying to get them 
out of their shell a little bit and see a little bit of personality 
and get to know them.” 

After a practice day Saturday, the showcase shifts to PNC 
Arena for the final two days. The Canes face the Nashville 
Predators on Sunday at 10 a.m. following the annual Canes 
5K Run. Admission to showcase games is free. 

2022 NHL Prospect Showcase 

(Admission to all games is free) 

Friday 

Florida Panthers 6, Hurricanes 1 

Nashville Predators 5, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

Practice Day 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

10 a.m. – Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers (PNC 
Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (PNC Arena)
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Wally Tatomir, Hurricanes’ pioneering equipment manager who left legacy, dies at 76 

By Luke DeCock 

In the impending celebration of the 25th anniversary of the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina, it’s easy to 
forget just what a mess things were that first season in 
Greensboro, not just on the ice and in the empty stands, but 
behind the scenes. 

The team was essentially on the road at home, a burden that 
fell as hard on equipment manager Wally Tatomir and his 
two longtime partners, Bob Gorman and Skip Cunningham, 
than anyone else. Tatomir, who passed away Sunday at 76, 
went to great lengths to make sure none of the players 
noticed. 

“He took a lot of pride in that,” his stepson Mike Beneteau 
said. “It was now his show and he was now in charge and it 
was going to be a professional atmosphere with everything 
perfect, every towel folded just right, every roll of tape in the 
right place.” 

For then-Hurricanes general manager Jim Rutherford, both 
during the move and at other times, having Tatomir around 
meant it was one less thing he had to worry about. 

“He was always ahead of everything,” Rutherford said. “He 
was so prepared for what the players wanted and what the 
team needed, there really aren’t any stories that jump out at 
you where he forgot to do something or he had to scream to 
get it done or had to order something at the last minute. He 
was so well prepared. He knew the job inside and out and he 
was ahead of the curve all the time.” 

Tatomir, who grew up in Windsor, Ontario, first met 
Rutherford when Rutherford was playing for the Detroit Red 
Wings and Tatomir was helping out at home games while 
working for a trucking company. When Peter Karmanos hired 
Rutherford to run his junior hockey teams, Rutherford 
brought Tatomir along. When Karmanos bought the Hartford 
Whalers in 1994, they moved up the ladder together and 
Tatomir stayed until he retired from the Hurricanes in 2012. 

“Windsor’s a small town — it’s not really that big — but it’s 
steeped in hockey tradition,” Karmanos said. “Wally was just 
really good at what he did. Really good, very supportive, and 
he could be critical when he needed to be. Just a good guy 
to work with. Very talented at what he did. Every step of the 
way, he was able to handle it.” 

He was a fixture of the team’s early years here and an 
innovator in his profession with more than two dozen 
patents. Even after he retired, he never left the game behind. 
On the day he died, there was an order for his custom skate 
blades from an NHL team waiting to be filled at his house in 
Boone. 

A pioneer in the sharpening and balancing of skate blades, 
players would come to the Hurricanes from other teams and 
find new life in their legs. For a slick-skating player like Bret 

Hedican, they also found someone who spoke their language 
and could make the minute adjustments that allowed them to 
be at their best. Matt Cullen was such a believer, he bought 
one of Tatomir’s balancing machines to work on his own 
kids’ skates. 

“Wally could replicate what that felt like and make sure it felt 
like that every day,” Hedican said in 2020. “I wanted to kiss 
him on the forehead.” 

Tatomir wouldn’t have minded that. He was a jovial character 
who knew everyone and was never shy to let them know 
what he thought, often with a puck tucked away somewhere 
in his tracksuit to throw to an unsuspecting kid. Adults too: In 
the hallway at Toronto’s Air Canada Centre outside the 
visiting locker room where Tatomir and the other equipment 
managers worked, the NHL types who were always hanging 
around would make pilgrimages to seek his counsel. 

“And not only in Toronto,” Rutherford said. “It was 
everywhere.” 

His four sons all served as his unofficial assistants over the 
years, meeting Tatomir and Cunningham and Gorman at the 
arena in the early hours of the morning to help unload the 
equipment truck after road games or making the first pot of 
coffee at 6:30 a.m. the morning of a home game, long before 
the players or coaches showed up. 

“He was a larger than life character,” his son Shane Tatomir 
said. “When we would go to the rink, he would stop and talk 
to everyone on the way in and everyone on the way out.” 

He bought his house outside Boone in 2007 and added to it 
over the years; four years ago, he left Raleigh for Florida, as 
he had long hoped to do, and split his time between the sun 
and the mountains. After all those years of driving equipment 
trucks, he refused to let anyone move his stuff. Shane flew 
down from Canada to help him move in a truck borrowed 
from the same company that leased the Hurricanes their 
trucks over the years. 

Tatomir had a heart attack in Florida this summer and 
bounced back quickly, but it eventually caught up to him this 
month and the family was able to gather in Boone with him 
on Sunday. He is survived by his wife Constance, sons 
Shane and Ty, daughter Kim, stepsons Derek and Mike 
Beneteau and 10 grandchildren. Tatomir also had a son, 
Brandon White, from a previous relationship. Funeral 
arrangements are pending. 

“Really, hockey was his passion,” his widow, Constance, 
said. “No doubt about it. He loved his family and he had a 
million friends, buddies as he would say. Everybody was his 
buddy. He was just that kind of happy, go-lucky kind of guy.”
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Carolina Hurricanes prospect Noel Gunler hopes to use opportunity to win roster spot 

By Chip Alexander 

Noel Gunler didn’t hesitate Sunday when asked about the 
strength of his hockey game. 

“My shot,” the Swedish forward said. 

Gunler is competing with the Carolina Hurricanes’ team in 
the 2022 NHL Prospect Showcase and has a goal in each of 
the Canes’ first two games. His was the only score in a 6-1 
loss Friday to the Florida Panthers, and his second helped 
Carolina to a 5-4 overtime win Sunday over Nashville. 

The Canes were much sharper and overall more efficient 
Sunday as the event shifted to PNC Arena. Forward Blake 
Murray scored twice, including the overtime winner, and 
Carolina also got goals from forward Jackson Berezowski 
and defenseman Sam McGinley, two Canes invitees to the 
showcase. 

Add in more rambunctiousness from captain Jamieson Rees, 
who challenged 6-7, 230-pound defenseman Jachym 
Kondelik to a fight, and a solid effort from goalie Patrik 
Hamrla and the Canes turned it into a victory. 

Gunler’s score didn’t come on a blistering slapshot or 
scintillating move but with good hand/eye coordination. 
When Predators goalie Tomas Vornacka left the net to play 
the puck near the left corner, Gunler skated in, got a piece of 
Vornacka’s attempt at a clearing pass to knock the puck 
down in the crease and then tapped it in for a 2-1 lead. 

While happy to be a part of a win, Gunler’s focus also is on 
the Canes’ preseason training camp. A second-round draft 
pick by Carolina in 2020, 41st overall, he said Sunday he 
would be at the big camp, looking to play a complete 200-
foot game but also impress with his offensive ability. 

Last season was a productive one for Gunler, who will turn 
21 on Oct. 7 but looks younger. He played with Brynas in the 
Swedish Hockey League, then jumped to North America to 
join the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ AHL affiliate. 

“It’s helped me become a pro, playing against men,” Gunler 
said Sunday. “I feel like I’m ready to come over here and 
make a name for myself. 

“I’m getting better every day. I feel I’m adjusting to the 
smaller rinks and feel I’m getting better. The rinks are much 

bigger in Europe and it’s an adjustment period, but I think I’m 
adjusting pretty good so far.” 

Brock Sheahan, who is coaching the Canes team in the 
showcase event, said he’d like to see Gunler unload his shot 
even more. 

“The guy can really wire the puck,” said Sheahan, who will 
coach the Wolves this season. 

Gunler, a lanky, wiry type like the Canes’ Martin Necas, had 
13 goals in 52 games with Brynas last season. He was in 11 
regular-season games and 10 playoff games for the Wolves, 
the 2021 Calder Cup champions, scoring four goals as he 
made the transition to making plays in tighter spaces. 

“That was huge for me to get those two or three months 
there,” he said. 

Listed at 6-2 and 176 pounds, Gunler said he has added 25 
pounds the past two years and wants to be bigger — add 
more “man muscle,” as they call it. 

“It’s definitely big for me to grow into my body more,” he said. 
“Get bigger and stronger. It takes time but I feel I’ve come a 
long way these last two years.” 

Not yet to the NHL but closer. 

2022 NHL Prospects Showcase 

(Admission is free) 

Friday, Sept. 16 

Florida Panthers 6, Hurricanes 1 

Nashville Predators 5, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 

Sunday, Sept. 18 

Hurricanes 5, Nashville Predators 4 (OT) 

Florida Panthers 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 1 

Monday, Sept. 19 

10 a.m. – Predators vs. Panthers (PNC Arena) 

1 p.m. – Hurricanes vs. Lightning (PNC Arena)
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LeBrun: How close the Devils got on Gaudreau and Tkachuk, inside Nill’s extension and 
more offseason nuggets 

By Pierre LeBrun 

It’s not that the Devils weren’t busy this offseason. They 
signed clutch unrestricted free agent forward Ondrej Palat, 
brought in much-needed help in goal in Vitek Vanecek and 
traded for the likes of John Marino and Erik Haula. 

Oh, but it could have been bigger than that. 

It’s well documented the Devils tried on top UFA Johnny 
Gaudreau, and I’m told Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald was on 
the phone with both the player and his wife around 12:15 
p.m. Eastern in the opening minutes of free agency July 13 
to express the organization’s interest. And, yes, the Devils 
made an offer, although I don’t think it was the kind of 
double-digit average-annual-value offer that would have 
closed the deal. The Devils were still trying on it when they 
got the news, like the rest of us, that Gaudreau had chosen 
the Blue Jackets. 

But I think the more interesting nugget I came across this 
week as I tried to play catch up after some offseason time 
away, was that the Devils also tried pretty hard on trading for 
Matthew Tkachuk. 

The Devils had a number of discussions with the Flames 
about it. But in the end, as I reported in my Flames offseason 
piece this past week, Calgary was given a specific list of 
teams by Newport Sports to which Tkachuk would agree to a 
sign-and-trade. 

I believe those teams were Colorado, Tampa Bay, Florida, 
Carolina, Vegas and St. Louis. So the Devils ultimately 
couldn’t get into that derby. 

And that’s OK. This Devils team will turn a corner led by its 
young core of Nico Hischier, Jack Hughes and Dawson 
Mercer. And getting more saves this season. 

But I would keep an eye on the Devils again for next 
offseason. They’ve got up to $25 million in potential expiring 
UFA contracts that could come off the books. They’ll want to 
re-sign some of those players, but still, there’s big-time cap 
flexibility coming if that’s what the Devils want. 

Inside Nill’s extension 

The Stars removed a potential distraction from their season 
by extending general manager Jim Nill this past week. 

Nill was entering the final year on his deal, and truth be told, 
his contract status was something new head coach Peter 
DeBoer brought up with ownership during his interview 
process. 

Every coach wants to know who he’s going to be working 
with. 

But it sounds like it wasn’t really something to worry about. 
Nill and Stars owner Tom Gaglardi intended on getting 
something done and came to an agreement on a deal that 
keeps the veteran GM under contract through the 2023-24 
season. 

Nill is 64 and entering his 10th season with the Stars. Two 
more years under contract felt, to him, like the right number 
at this stage of his career. 

“I want to make sure I leave the team in a good position,” Nill 
told me Friday morning. “Let’s see where things go. We have 
a great group of young kids coming in, and I want to help 
Tom get set up for 10 years down the road. 

“I’m comfortable with two years. It was a mutually agreed 
upon thing. Some people might look at it and say, ‘Oh, just 
one year (on the extension).’ But I’m at that point in my 
career where I’m fine and comfortable with two years.” 

And as Nill added, it doesn’t mean he won’t be GM for more 
years after that, but at this point, two years is enough to bank 
on. He doesn’t need more security than that. 

“I’ve got great people underneath me, and I want to make 
sure this franchise is set up for the next 10 years,” Nill 
reiterated. 

And, yes, during the interview process with DeBoer, Nill’s 
future was a topic of conversation. The last thing any veteran 
coach wants to walk into is a team with a lame-duck GM. 

“That’s something Tom and I talked about and we talked 
about that with Pete also,” Nill confirmed. “I said, ‘Tom, this is 
going to come up.’ So when Tom did the interviews with the 
coaches, he made it clear I was going to be around.” 

In the meantime, there’s an important file that remains top 
priority for the Stars. Young star winger Jason Robertson 
remains unsigned as a restricted free agent entering the 
weekend, but Nill sounded confident about where things 
were headed. 

“We’re having good discussions,” Nill said of contract talks 
with CAA Sports, which reps Robertson. “There’s different 
factors involved. There’s different term and different money 
involved with different term. So that’s what we’re working 
through. 

“But we’ve got a very open dialogue. Pat Brisson is the 
representative, and he’s been very good. We keep talking. 
The plan is to have it done before training camp (next week). 
I hope that happens. 

Canes quietly re-up Waddell 

Speaking of GM contracts, it certainly went under the radar 
because, like some teams do, it went without an 
announcement, but veteran Carolina Hurricanes president 
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and GM Don Waddell signed a new contract this summer, 
I’m told. 

His old deal expired June 30, just like his GM colleague Don 
Sweeney in Boston. Sweeney’s new deal was announced by 
the Bruins in June, but the Canes went more low-key, which 
some teams are now opting for. 

Not that I think it was ever in doubt. Waddell has a strong 
relationship with Canes owner Tom Dundon, and I suspect 
neither one of them was particularly stressed about the GM’s 
deal expiring. The new contract got done without any fanfare. 

Why a Canadiens-Allen extension makes sense 

It was interesting reading our pals’ Habs coverage this week 
about talks on an extension for Jake Allen. 

I’m sure some people are wondering why the Habs would 
bother extending a 32-year-old goalie when they’re clearly 
still in roster reconstruction mode (OK, I found a way not to 
use the word “rebuild”), but I think what it tells you is the 
Canadiens brain trust, led by Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes, 
wants to protect the team culture during this roster remake. 

Which is to say, the Habs feel it’s important to have some 
quality veterans around the young pieces — not to mention 
to try to get some steady goaltending so that the tougher 
moments don’t deflate the confidence of those young 
players. 

And given the near-impossible task of replacing Carey Price 
for a year, if not longer, keeping the veteran Allen around 
past when his current contract expires after this season 
probably makes sense. 

Allen’s agent, Allain Roy, began preliminary contract 
discussions with the Habs in mid-August, and both sides 
hope to get back at it soon. 

“We’re open to it for sure,” Roy said Thursday, regarding an 
extension for Allen. “Jake likes some of the moves they’ve 
made and where the team is going culture-wise. I think Kent 
has been stressing that message, that he really wants to 
have a good culture in that locker room and good leadership. 
And I think Jake is part of that leadership. 

“Yeah, we’re very willing to discuss things with them. It’s just 
a matter of not doing all the details yet, so it’s hard to tell 
when it’s going to get done or not.” 

Chara check-in 

Future Hockey Hall of Fame blueliner Zdeno Chara still 
hasn’t made a call on his playing future. 

“Undecided at this point,” his agent Matt Keator said via text 
message Thursday night. “To date has been in no rush. 

“Will be meeting him over the weekend.” 

The 45-year-old played 72 games last season for the 
Islanders. 

Stralman lingering 

There are still a few notable names left on the UFA market 
as camps get set to open, and one of them is veteran 
defenseman Anton Stralman. 

The 35-year-old averaged 21:20 per game last season in 
Arizona, which is easily tops among the UFAs left on the 
market. 

Obviously his best hockey is behind him, but I am surprised 
he’s still left standing given his pedigree. Surely he can help 
a team on a third pairing. 

“Anton has plenty of game left and without question will be a 
great addition to a team’s blue line,” his agent, Marc Levine, 
said Thursday. 

What normally happens at this time of year is that NHL clubs 
want to first take a look at their young defensemen and see if 
some of them are ready to take that next step. Some teams 
will realize their young defensemen need more AHL 
seasoning. I suspect Stralman will find a suitor before puck 
drop in October. 

NHL critical dates 

The NHL still hasn’t officially announced all of its critical 
dates for this season. That should come in short order, I 
think, over the next week or so. 

But here are some dates to remember: 

• March 3: The NHL trade deadline. That’s a Friday, by the 
way. 

• June 28-29: The NHL Draft in Nashville, which the NHL 
announced last month. That’s a Wednesday and Thursday. 
Remember that the NHL went to a Thursday-Friday draft this 
past July in Montreal, getting away from its normal Friday 
first round and Saturday end-of-draft set-up. 

• July 1: Opening of free agency. So finally back to the 
normal July 1 Free Agent Frenzy day, for the first time since 
pre-pandemic. Free Agent Frenzy was Oct. 9 in 2020, July 
28 in 2021 and July 13 this past year. 

It’s going to be a quick turnaround between the draft and 
start of free agency this season, which should lead to more 
fireworks than normal on draft week, with some teams 
having to make decisions on pending free agents in short 
order. Fun.
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One emo or punk song for every NHL team: ‘Why Bother,’ ‘Heartbreak No. 53’ and much 
more angst 

By A. Staple, S. Gentille, C. O'Connor 

So, we (Arthur Staple, Sean Gentille and Charlie O’Connor) 
decided this had to happen. One emo/punk song for every 
team as we enter the 2022-23 season — a track to capture 
all your emotions about your favorite club. These are in no 
particular order other than how desperate we got trying to 
find a song that worked or how delighted we were with our 
choices. 

If you don’t see your favorite song here, please feel free to 
add in the comments. If you think our picks suck, also hit the 
comments. Spotify playlist embedded at the end. 

New York Rangers 

“The Reasons” — The Weakerthans 

Charlie: It’s not quite fair to call the Rangers a one-man 
team, but let’s be honest – take away Igor Shesterkin last 
season and they’re not sniffing 52 wins and a conference 
final berth. Consider this song a thank you to Igor from fans, 
players and everyone connected with the organization. You 
might roll your eyes at this, Mr. Shesterkin, but they’re all so 
glad that you exist. 

Staple: Keeping Shesterkin upright and happy is priority No. 
1 for this team. If we were in the U.K., the fans would sing 
the chorus to this every night at The Garden. That would be 
a delight. 

SG: My initial idea was to find a song with lyrics from 
Shesterkin’s perspective — something about how our 
narrator was angry over doing everything by himself. 
Charlie’s idea was better, partially because it’d remind 
everyone that we could’ve applied the Weakerthans’ most 
well-known song to the Jets and gallantly did not. 

New Jersey Devils 

“Welcome To The Black Parade” — My Chemical Romance 

Staple: This was an easy choice and not just because the 
Devils have wisely taken this on as their theme song. “Give a 
cheer for all the broken / Listen here, because it’s who we 
are” – if there’s a better way to describe being a Devils fan 
circa 2022, I haven’t heard it yet. 

SG: Could’ve thrown a dart at a wall full of My Chem songs 
and not gone wrong. The Devils are spooky and from Jersey. 
That’s shared DNA. Also, I distinctly remember listening to 
the first My Chem record in a Dunkin’ Donuts parking lot with 
my friend Jesse and saying, verbatim, “I think they have too 
many songs about vampires to be popular.” Whoops. 

Charlie: I’m envisioning Lindy Ruff asking Jack Hughes 
before Game 1 of this season if he’s ready to be the savior of 
the broken, the beaten and the damned, and I’m cackling. 

New York Islanders 

“You’re So Last Summer” — Taking Back Sunday 

Staple: Summer of 2021: Lou Lamoriello and the Isles were 
riding high, coming off a second straight Eastern Conference 
final, keeping contracts secret, the whole deal. Summer of 

2022: Heads are called for, the secrecy isn’t so cute 
anymore. You’re a touch overrated – maybe so. TBS are 
Islanders too, so how could we not? 

SG: Picking a non-Long Island band here would’ve been a 
disgrace. I assume Arthur said “If I’m just bad news, then 
you’re a liar” to Lamoriello last year when he had a desk full 
of unannounced contract extensions. 

Charlie: You know, this song also kind of works as a semi-
breakup song for Lou and Barry Trotz, with the latter 
screaming the chorus back at the former. I have trouble 
imagining Trotz swinging a mic at a presser Adam Lazzara-
style, though. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

“You’re Never Going Out Of Style” — Teenage Bottlerocket 

Staple: Sid, Geno, Tanger … together basically since every 
reference in this one was hip. I have no idea if they’ll be any 
good this year since we’ve all been predicting the Pitt crash 
for a few years now, but those three are like “The Humpty 
Dance” checked in this track: Familiar. Comforting. A little 
dated, but it still works. 

SG: Are we sure Sidney Crosby never owned a pair of 
JNCOs? Are we certain? 

Charlie: Easier to imagine: Crosby wearing JNCOs, or Malkin 
in a Members Only jacket? 

Philadelphia Flyers 

“Self-Destruction (As A Sensible Career Choice)” — Spanish 
Love Songs 

Charlie: I’ve been yelling from the mountaintops – OK, 
mostly just on Twitter – for the past two years that this is the 
only choice for the Flyers’ theme song. The first line is 
literally “Well, all I hear is ‘patience,’” which essentially was 
GM Ron Hextall’s (ultimately fruitless) mantra to the fans for 
half a decade. Now, after building a roster that has 
embarrassed itself on the ice for two consecutive seasons, 
Chuck Fletcher is left needing about “30 goddamn miracles” 
for this team to return to legitimate contention. And come on 
– the chorus is basically just angry Flyers fans screaming at 
the one poor remaining foolish optimist left. “It won’t be this 
bleak forever?” Yeah right. Have you seen the Flyers lately? 

Staple: Chance that Torts says “need about 30 goddamn 
miracles” in a postgame presser this season? 93.1 percent. 

SG: “I’ll die here in the Midwest” will apply when they’re in 
Columbus, finishing up their eighth loss in 11 games. 

Washington Capitals 

“At Your Funeral” — Saves The Day 

Staple: Another Metro team whose demise keeps being 
forecast. They can be so much fun though. “I’d offer you my 
hand / It would hurt too much to watch you die” – no one 
wants to see the Ovechkin era end just yet. Well, maybe 
some other teams’ fans do. 
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Charlie: Flyers fans certainly thought they were going to be 
singing the requiem as the Caps slowly faded from relevancy 
while their team ascended. Welp. 

SG: I’ll eulogize the Caps when Alex Ovechkin is living in 
Moscow full time and not a second before. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

“I’m A Loner Dottie, A Rebel” — The Get Up Kids 

Staple: The Canes zig when everyone else zags. They snap 
up interesting free agents or make cool trades, then they 
change a year later. They’re the internet darlings of the NHL 
but somehow always out of reach. “I won’t come back / I 
hope you’ll understand” – they just leave us all wanting more. 

SG: A couple more playoff series losses may, indeed, mean 
the rest of their lives. 

Charlie: If they follow the actual path of The Get Up Kids, 
they’ll watch the next wave of teams following their model for 
success actually be the ones who grab the brass ring, while 
they just miss out on the ultimate reward. So what, does that 
make the Avalanche … Fall Out Boy? Stay tuned. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

“Doublewhiskeycokenoice” — Dillinger Four 

SG: One of the great “alright, let’s get this going” songs of all 
time. A Johnny Jump-Up, in addition to being a lovely thing 
and what the Blue Jackets got themselves over the summer, 
is Jameson and cider. Also, Green Day ripped off the intro to 
this song for “American Idiot.” Not in a “these songs just 
sound similar” way, either. It’s flagrant. 

Staple: “I got a basement full of booze / And some blues to 
lose” – the Jackets deserve a little sunshine after all the 
desertions. 

Charlie: D4 being a classic midwestern punk band is just the 
icing on the cake for this one. I feel like Jake Voracek, being 
a huge Springsteen guy, would find something to appreciate 
here too. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

“Where The Lightning Strikes Twice” — Foxing 

Charlie: The Lightning are utter cowards for not making this 
their theme song during their 2021 run to a second straight 
title. Try to tell me that the song’s “Knights of Cydonia”-lite 
vibe wouldn’t have played well in an arena, too. You can’t. 
Cowards, I say. 

Staple: “With everything we gave it / It’s hard not to feel 
devastated” – maybe not the most inspiring rallying cry after 
the three-peat fell short last year, but they’ll be back. 

SG: It took us too long to land on this one. 

Florida Panthers 

“Scott Pilgrim vs. My GPA” — Mom Jeans 

SG: “It’s hard for me to see exactly / where the hell I went 
wrong,” are the words of a baffled, dumped guy. Sounds like 
Andrew Brunette, Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar to me. 

Staple: “I’ve given up on luck” – with Tampa and Toronto 
there, somehow it feels like the Panthers need some major 
good fortune to make it out of this division. Like, ever. 

Charlie: The closing “I sleep well alone now” mantra could 
also be Aaron Ekblad trying desperately to convince himself 
that he’ll be just fine propping up a pretty underwhelming 
blue-line corps on paper with Weegar now gone. 

Buffalo Sabres 

“Planning a Prison Break” – The Receiving End of Sirens 

Charlie: Let’s be honest, the Sabres have been planning 
their prison break from the league’s basement for nearly a 
decade now. Might this particular attempt actually be the 
clean getaway their fans so desperately want it to be? 

Staple: Feel like Sabres fans have been quietly saying “This 
is the last night in my body” for a while. 

SG: If this is Charlie comparing Buffalo to a prison, I simply 
won’t stand for it. 

Boston Bruins 

“Looking Good” — Grumpster 

Staple: Love this one because the song title implies things 
are fine, but the song does the opposite … kind of like how 
the Bruins, with their core still intact, may just crumble under 
the weight of major injuries and getting old. “Any second now 
I could blow this up / It’s not looking good for us” – maybe a 
new coach can keep this thing together. Maybe. 

Charlie: “How do you sleep at night knowing what you’ve 
done” brings me back to Don Sweeney’s classic bungling of 
three straight first-round picks in 2015. Truly a legendary 
moment in bad drafting. 

SG: “Any second now I could blow this up” could apply to 
several different folks within the organization. Patrice 
Bergeron had the opportunity over the summer but passed. 

Montreal Canadiens 

“Heartbeat in the Brain” — The World Is A Beautiful Place & I 
Am No Longer Afraid To Die 

SG: “Making some promises like ‘I’ll see you again’ / So 
when will I see you again?” is as uncertain as it gets — as is 
Carey Price’s future. 

Staple: I think Price’s future is pretty certain there, buddy. 
This is a nice track though. 

Charlie: Love going with The World is a Beautiful Place & I 
Am No Longer Afraid To Die as the band for the Montreal 
Canadiens. It’s perhaps in the only current band name as 
long as the Habs’ average pregame ceremony. 

Detroit Red Wings 

“The D in Detroit” — The Anniversary 

SG: This would’ve worked a little better last season — the 
Red Wings’ “D” is a little less scary now that we’re in the 
Moritz Seider era — but hoo boy, that’s a lot of money for 
Ben Chiarot. 
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Staple: Maybe it’s scary in a good way? These guys could be 
… better at least. That’s something. 

Charlie: At the very least, Seider is pretty scary, and not just 
because he’s really good. “We collide, and onward we fly” is 
a pretty solid way to describe his brand of physicality plus 
high-end skill on the back end. 

Ottawa Senators 

“The Middle” — Jimmy Eat World 

Charlie: The Senators clearly aren’t a bad team anymore. 
But they might not be a good team quite just yet. They’re … 
in the middle. Perfect for the peppy Jimmy Eat World 
megahit that exudes the newfound positivity surrounding the 
team while also acknowledging that it still might take some 
time for them to put it all together. But everything will be 
alright … right? 

SG: This is good advice that a solid chunk of Sens fans is 
not going to follow. 

Staple: If the Sens were to go full Devils and make this their 
theme song for 22-23, that would be bold. And tremendous. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

We couldn’t pick just one for everyone’s favorite team, so 
each of our choices is below. 

“The Obituaries” — The Menzingers 

Charlie: A fan suggested to me last year that the Flyers use 
the chorus of “The Obituaries” as their new goal song; sure, 
it was never going to happen, and the Wells Fargo Center 
would have had to bleep out the best parts anyway. But the 
profane chorus is perfect as a Toronto Maple Leafs fan 
theme. Hey, the Leafs always do. 

“Heartbreak No. 53” — Mikey Erg 

Staple: Technically we’re on Heartbreak No. 55 or so, right? 
All three of us came up with Leafs choices basically within 
seconds and none of them are hopeful. Maybe that says 
more about us than them. I mean, they’re gonna be good. It’s 
just a matter of what comes next. 

“100 Resolutions” — The Lawrence Arms 

SG: This entire song is about trying to convince yourself that 
everything will be different — including yourself — because 
the calendar just changed. Not difficult. 

Minnesota Wild 

“Waiting Room” — Fugazi 

Staple: I picture our Mike Russo playing this one on a loop 
after the latest first-round exit. “I am a patient boy / I wait I 
wait I wait I wait” – he and the fans have been singing this 
one for a long, long time. 

SG: The appointment has been on the books since 2012, 
and the line is long. 

Charlie: What happens first? Fugazi plays a reunion show, or 
the Wild finally make it back to a conference final? 

St. Louis Blues 

“Hey Look Ma I Made It” – Panic! At The Disco 

Staple: This team feels like a perennial contender now, 
something I never thought I’d say about them. They’ve got 
their kids locked up for a while, Vladimir Tarasenko might 
even want to stay and they just chug along among the elite. 
Maybe they can’t get past the Avs, but this is still not your big 
brother’s Blues. 

Charlie: My primary issue with this one at first glance is that 
the Blues just didn’t strike me as flashy enough for the 
extravagance of Panic! At The Disco and Brendan Urie, but it 
turns out they scored only one fewer goal last season than 
the star-powered Avs. Learn something new every day. 

SG: If Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou haven’t scheduled a 
karaoke duet for this, they should. I bet the Panic! At The 
Disco guy hasn’t made $65 million. 

Winnipeg Jets 

“Why Bother” — Weezer 

Charlie: Lots of ways this one works. First, as a nod to how 
many high-profile players leave for perceived “better” locales 
and break the hearts of the diehard Jet fans. Second, a 
commentary on both incarnations of the team’s inability to 
win a Stanley Cup. And finally, the fact that the first Jets 
team did actually desert Winnipeg, leaving them without an 
NHL club for a decade and a half. Somehow, the Jets find 
about as many ways to hurt Winnipeggers as Rivers Cuomo 
hurts still-loyal Weezer fans. 

SG: Let me guess — “It’s gonna kill when you desert me” is 
the defensive zone singing to Mark Scheifele. 

Staple: God, there are about half a dozen “Blue 
Album”/”Pinkerton” tracks that feel like they’re about the Jets 
right now. If early Weezer blends well with your hockey team, 
run. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

“All That’s Left” — Thrice 

Charlie: A ghost is indeed all that’s left of their glory days. 
Well, I guess Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane remain … 
for now. 

SG: Is it a ghost, or is it Patrick Kane? 

Staple: “We are the dead” – too bad no one will be there to 
see it by the end of this season. 

Colorado Avalanche 

“My Songs Know What You Did in the Dark” – Fall Out Boy 

Charlie: The Avalanche score a lot of goals, and given the 
quality of their core, are going to be extremely annoying for 
every other team in hockey for the foreseeable future. Light 
’em up, indeed. 

SG: Passing on other comments to note that this stupid song 
is nine years old already. Fall Out Boy is due for another set 
of songs designed to be played as commercial bumper 
music during sporting events. 

Staple: Only took until the 20th track for Gentille to get 
cranky. I had the under. 
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Arizona Coyotes 

“Everything I Own Fits In This Backpack” — The Wonder 
Years 

Staple: “You can’t send us home man / We’ve got no place 
to go” – the Yotes are in the wandering-in-the-desert phase 
right now. Also, I hear the new building is tiny, so this thing 
works on levels. 

SG: Ah yes, a classic of the “life on the road sort of sucks” 
genre. Not ideal for it to be applicable to a professional 
sports team. 

Charlie: As much as I think the Flyers song fits their current 
state, I have to say, I’m a bit annoyed that we’ve given the 
local Philly area legends to a team in the desert. 

Dallas Stars 

“Minor Threat” — Minor Threat 

Staple: The Stars feel kind of meh, but maybe they’re laying 
in the weeds a little in what could be the toughest division to 
crack. “Pay no mind to us” – that’s what they want you to 
think. 

SG: I’m banking on Rick Bowness’ exit to make the Stars a 
marginally more major threat. 

Charlie: After an 81-point season at age 37, Joe Pavelski 
has definitely earned the line, “It’s not how old I am, it’s how 
old I feel.” I guess the much younger Tyler Seguin and Jamie 
Benn duo can adopt it for the opposite reason. 

Nashville Predators 

“Trusty Chords” — Hot Water Music 

SG: “I might need a sedative, but I hate the taste of 
medicine.” David Poile refuses to rebuild, even though (on 
some level) he knows he should. 

Staple: “You’ll get it right sometime, you will” – yeah, maybe, 
but when? 

Charlie: Chuck Ragan’s solo music absolutely fits in 
Nashville, so this one works from a spiritual sense musically, 
too. 

Edmonton Oilers 

“I Love You So Much It’s Killing Us Both” — Jawbreaker 

Staple: The hockey world wants it so bad for Connor 
McDavid it feels like everyone is now that adorable couple 
from the fan photo with McDavid that went viral a few years 
back. Somehow it just never works out. “I want to call you 
and tell you that I’m a fan” – we get it, we get it. Let the guy 
breathe a little. 

Charlie: “All my friends know better but I can’t quite hear 
them,” except the narrator is Peter Chiarelli and all of his 
friends were, well, the entire internet-based hockey 
community. 

SG: “I don’t think I hate you enough to commit you to me” is 
something the Oilers front office should’ve said to Connor 
McDavid before his last contract extension. They didn’t, and 
now here we are. 

Calgary Flames 

“Never Meant” – American Football 

SG: One tweak to one of the best breakup songs (and songs 
period) in the history of the genre, as it applies to Johnny 
Gaudreau and the Flames: The night they realized they were 
falling out of love was sometime in June, not autumn. And 
Gaudreau realized it first. 

Staple: “Cause you can’t miss what you forget” – maybe 
Johnny Hockey and the city of Calgary can just move right 
on. I’m sure the fans will be fine with that idea. 

Charlie: They certainly tried to fill in the hole in their heart left 
by Gaudreau with an immediate splashy rebound 
relationship, and I’m not sure there’s anything more 
classically emo than that. 

Vancouver Canucks 

“That’s What You Get” — Paramore 

Charlie: The Canucks are a team with some really good 
players that can never seem to stop themselves from 
shooting themselves in the foot by giving out contracts far 
too long and too expensive to players they irrationally really, 
really like. In other words, they constantly let their heart win. 
“I drowned out all my sense with the sound of its beating” 
sums up the Jim Benning era, and “Why do we like to hurt so 
much?” could be the slogan for the entire fanbase. 

SG: I like this one. Jim Rutherford’s heart won when he didn’t 
move J.T. Miller, and Miller’s heart/wallet just took Round 2. 
A divorce probably would’ve been better for everyone. 

Staple: The Canucks’ emo playlist is a mile long. So much 
drama with these guys. 

Los Angeles Kings 

“Brains” — Marietta 

SG: “Maybe I’m just ancient to my old friends / Or maybe I’m 
just making things up“— that’s what Drew Doughty, Anze 
Kopitar and Jonathan Quick say in a locker room filled with 
23-year-olds. 

Staple: Feel like these guys are gonna be good real soon 
and we won’t be able to make fun of them for hanging on too 
long. 

Charlie: Unlike Arizona taking The Wonder Years from us, I 
can more easily accept the Kings nabbing Marietta here, 
given the whole “Philly West” thing back in the early 2010s. 
They got Richards and Carter, why not one of our old 
underground emo bands too? 

San Jose Sharks 

“Who’s Gonna Save Us?” — The Living End 

Charlie: As someone who covers the Flyers, I feel like I’m 
uniquely qualified to state that I don’t think there’s a team in 
a more hopeless situation right now than the Sharks. I guess 
they’re just going to have to wait out those Erik Karlsson and 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic contracts? Yup, this franchise needs 
saving. 
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SG: I like this one. “Maybe Mike Grier can fix this” is the best 
anyone around this team can muster. 

Staple: “We’re under powered now” says a lot. 

Anaheim Ducks 

“Think I’m Still In Love With You” — Joyce Manor 

SG: I’m imagining Pat Verbeek looking at his roster after an 
impressively bloodless teardown and saying, “Look at me 
now, there’s nothing else left to break.” 

Charlie: This is about them trading Derek Grant at the 
deadline back in 2020 only to quickly re-sign him the next 
offseason, right? Or maybe their unwillingness so far to find 
John Gibson a new home? 

Staple: Wondering if “Nothing I could do or say / Is ever 
gonna make you want to stay” will be ringing in our ears 
when the Trevor Zegras/Troy Terry extension talks start. 

Seattle Kraken 

“An Introduction to the Album” – The Hotelier 

Charlie: The Kraken are just getting started as an NHL team, 
making them the perfect candidate for an intro song that 

really isn’t. And also, this allows me to take a shot at their 
underwhelming approach to the expansion draft last 
summer, with the song’s closing line: “I had a chance to 
construct something beautiful and I choked, I choked, I 
CHOKED.” 

SG: Are we applying “You shot from the hip and missed” to 
the expansion draft overall or giving more than $35 million to 
Philipp Grubauer? Doesn’t matter. This one works. 

Staple: I’m not as down on the Seattle expansion draft 
experience as others, but the Kraken are certainly in prime 
emo phase right now. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

“Sugar, We’re Goin Down” — Fall Out Boy 

Staple: “Am I more than you bargained for yet?” What a ride 
for these guys. Feels like it’s about to come apart though, 
and it could be a wild time on the way down. 

Charlie: Nah, the bargaining line is a reference to them 
constantly exceeding the collectively-bargained salary cap 
ceiling. 

SG: Can you go down in an earlier round if you don’t make 
the playoffs? 
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Auston Matthews’ tennis game, Fleury’s beer league, Suzuki’s French and more: Best 
nuggets from the NHL player tour 

By Michael Russo and Sean Gentille 

HENDERSON, Nev. — Was it the NHL’s annual preseason 
media event, or was it “Nathan MacKinnon: Unleashed”? 

It was the preseason media event, actually — but still, 
MacKinnon stole the show. He was great. On a number of 
topics. We’re not going to spoil it for you. 

The better part? MacKinnon wasn’t alone. He was one of 35 
players to make the media rounds last week at one of the 
Golden Knights’ practice rinks outside Las Vegas. Every 
team was represented, though Sidney Crosby and Dylan 
Larkin had to cut their days short. 

What follows are the best bits from 33 of the NHL’s biggest 
stars, including MacKinnon, Auston Matthews and Cale 
Makar, with bonus points going to Jonathan Huberdeau, 
Cam Atkinson and Max Domi. They were standouts on their 
own merit. Most of all, they provided a nice reminder that the 
start of the season isn’t far. 

Cam Atkinson, Philadelphia Flyers 

For six years in Columbus, John Tortorella coached Cam 
Atkinson. Their relationship, Atkinson said, is “unique” — and 
tight. Atkinson vouched for Tortorella while the Flyers were 
making their coaching hire, then got a special shoutout in the 
handwritten letter Tortorella sent to his new team after he got 
the job. 

Yes, every season — in handwriting that Atkinson said 
“could be improved” — John Tortorella pens, photocopies, 
stamps and sends a lil’ note to his guys. 

“(The letter) is explaining what’s going to happen during 
training camp — and threatening everyone,” Atkinson said. 
“He put in the letter, ‘We’re doing a skate test. It’s gonna be 
hard. And if you have questions, ask Cam.’ You can imagine 
obviously, everyone has reached out, kind of picking my 
brain.  

“When he did get the job, he’s all fired up. I was on the 
phone with him on speaker. My wife’s sitting next to me. 
She’s like, ‘I can’t wait to get that handwritten letter. 
(Tortorella) goes, ‘Oh, it’s funny, Nat, because I’m actually 
writing it as we speak.'” 

Mathew Barzal, New York Islanders 

Barry Trotz might not be around anymore, but Barzal — the 
Islanders’ most gifted forward but one who struggled to 
repeat the production of his rookie season — said not to 
expect all gas, no brakes under Lane Lambert. 

“I need to still do those things that make top players 
successful. I still need to backcheck hard. I still need to play 
hard defensively. It’s not like I’m just going to be skating 
around, run and gun, no stopping on pucks. That’s just not 
winning hockey at the end of day. It’s maybe fun hockey, but 
I’ve learned through Barry and through Lou that the way you 
win is playing the right way,” Barzal said. 

“Maybe I will have a little more … I don’t know. It just comes 
down to doing the right things, and then maybe I get a little 

more leeway on the other side of the puck. But at the end of 
the day, I gotta do the right things defensively for me to be 
successful.” 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres haven’t made the playoffs since 2011. That’s a 
well-worn fact. Over the past decade-plus. though, there 
haven’t been many bigger reasons for optimism than their 
16-9-3 finish last season. Things are getting better in Buffalo, 
and Dahlin doesn’t need to look far for proof of how the city 
will react when meaningful games return. 

“I’ve been talking about it today,” he said. “The thing that 
makes me most excited about (improving) and stuff is — you 
see the Bills. They made the playoffs and it’s thousands of 
people waiting outside the airport. It’s such a passionate 
sports town. That’s what makes me most excited.” 

Dahlin, the No. 1 pick in 2018 and a new entry on The 
Athletic’s list of the top 100 NHL players this year, took a 
major step forward last season, as did several of his 
teammates. “We only got better and better and better,” he 
said, “and we ended the year in the best way possible.” 

Phillip Danault, Los Angeles Kings 

Over his last couple of years in Montreal, Danault earned a 
reputation as one of the best defensive centers in the league. 
In his first season with the Kings, he showed that he had 
untapped offensive potential, as well, finishing with 27 goals. 
Playing with Anze Kopitar, he said, helped unlock something. 

“I wasn’t the only one taking defensive draws. I had a 
different role. They used me in different ways and gave me 
the opportunity to prove to myself, too,” he said. “I got to 
show some skill I didn’t know I had.” 

Advertisement 

Danault’s answers were thoughtful across the board, 
including one about how Cup-winning veterans Kopitar, Drew 
Doughty and Jonathan Quick are once again part of a playoff 
team. 

“I think they’ve been patient enough, you know? It’s probably 
hard to go through the whole process of rebuilding. It’s 
probably frustrating,” Danault said. “They know we have a 
chance to do damage again. So it’s probably exciting for 
them. They’re still really good, all of them.” 

Max Domi, Chicago Blackhawks 

Domi, fresh off signing a one-year deal with the Blackhawks 
— a deal he admitted candidly and publicly was agreed to 
well before free agency — was one of the most cordial, 
charismatic players to chat with. 

He was hilarious talking about the trials and tribulations of 
being a locker-room DJ. The best he’s seen running the 
sound system “in terms of reading the room” was Jakub 
Voracek in Columbus. 
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“He loves his classics. He loves Bruce Springsteen, and he 
sings — almost performs. He loves it. Very good voice. 
Unbelievable. 

“I was the DJ in London and it is one of the most undercover, 
hardest skills in hockey. To be the locker room DJ, you have 
20 critics, and every single one of them loves different stuff. 
And depending on what the time of the day or where we’re at 
in the season — if it’s a practice day, game day, morning, 
wherever it is — you’re going to play different stuff. 

“So you’ve got to be ready to go and quick on your feet. So 
my iPod is full of anything from rap to old school rap to 
country to folk to pop, hard rock, metal. You have to have 
everything because you’ve got to please as many guys as 
you can.” 

Jack Eichel, Vegas Golden Knights 

After a nightmarish separation with the Buffalo Sabres, 
Eichel has moved on and is settled in Vegas. 

But Buffalo will always hold a special place in his heart. 

First, he will miss Chef’s, a favorite Italian restaurant that’s 
been around since 1923. Second, his girlfriend is from 
Buffalo, so he always plans to go back, as he did this 
summer. 

“There’s a lot of great restaurants here, but I don’t know if 
there’s anything that quite compares to Chef’s. Chef’s is a 
special, unique place. I miss it. It’s great. Chef’s is the best. 
But there’s so many great places here to eat. Obviously, you 
have the world-class restaurants that are down on the Strip, 
but there’s so many great places to eat out in Summerlin.” 

As for his girlfriend: “I met her in college, which is pretty 
crazy. I met her before I got drafted. She was going to 
Northeastern. It’s pretty crazy you meet a girl at a bar that’s 
from Buffalo and then five months later, you (get) drafted to 
Buffalo. Pretty crazy, right? People don’t believe me, but 7 ½ 
or whatever years later, we’re still together.” 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Minnesota Wild 

Fleury, one of the league’s best locker room practical jokers, 
crammed two days’ worth of media-tour duties into one, but 
he still had time to tape old Penguins teammate Sidney 
Crosby’s gear into a ball. 

Because of his condensed time in Vegas, Fleury didn’t meet 
up with the national media. But The Athletic was able to 
catch up with him and talk about an eventful summer in 
which he played beer-league hockey, re-signed with the Wild 
and went from thinking he’d be in a tandem with Cam Talbot 
to now the No. 1 with youngster Filip Gustavsson as his 
backup. 

About that beer league? Every Monday night, at 8:30 p.m. 
after putting his kids to bed, Fleury played with a bunch of 
buddies and their co-workers.  

Not in goal. At forward. 

“I loved it because I’m so used to playing goalie, but growing 
up, I always played forward when I could,” Fleury said. 
“Outside, pond hockey or street hockey, always forward. It’s 
fun to see a different side of things and trying to be in the 

right spot for guys. I’m more disher than scorer. I like to pass 
the puck around a little bit.” 

As for re-signing with the Wild for two years, Fleury was 
surprised when Talbot scoffed at the notion of being a 
tandem and essentially forced his way out of town by 
complaining to GM Bill Guerin. A few days after Fleury re-
signed, Talbot was traded to Ottawa for Gustavsson. 

“Yeah, surprised,” Fleury, 37, said. “I expected to be sharing 
with Cam. He was a great guy and great to me right when I 
came in. So, a little surprised. But it’ll be a chance to play a 
little more. I love playing, right? So it’ll be fun and a good 
chance to battle to make the playoffs. 

“Now, I’m the old guy again. The last few years, I’ve been the 
old one. It’s good to learn from the kids. I’m looking forward 
to playing with Gus.” 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks 

No player smiled more than Hertl. His reputation in that area 
precedes him — and there’s a reason for it. 

“I always love to smile,” he said. “I always try to make good 
jokes. But at the same time, I appreciate everything. My 
parents never have money so I had to work all my life for 
everything, you know? Every time I want a new stick, I have 
to work on my grandfather’s backyard to get it. It wasn’t like, 
‘OK, here is new stick.’ 

Hertl’s new contract, by the way, will pay him more than $65 
million over eight years: “I think I appreciated all the work 
and that’s why it’s nice. I can get, especially, my parents 
everything back. I can buy a new car for them. Because they 
just put every single (bit of) what they have. Every money. 
My dad never wore anything nice just so I can have sticks for 
the game.” 

Hertl is also, all of a sudden, one of the Sharks’ elder 
statesmen at 28, especially after Brent Burns’ trade to 
Carolina. 

“I feel like our team was a little bit older — (Joe) Pavelski, 
(Joe) Thornton) — and I was always the young guy. I feel 
like now I didn’t have time to be in the middle group,” he said 
with a laugh. “I’m looking forward because I always want to 
be the leader. And hopefully I learned something from all 
these top guys and I can be the guy other young guys are 
looking to.” 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary Flames 

It took Huberdeau two weeks of glumness and anger to turn 
the page, but he has finally moved on after being traded to 
the Calgary Flames from Florida along with MacKenzie 
Weegar, Cole Schwindt and a conditional 2025 first-round 
pick for Matthew Tkachuk and a conditional fourth. 

“Just a quiet summer,” Huberdeau said, laughing, when 
greeting reporters. “Nothing happened.” 

Told about Quinn Hughes’ comments (see below) about 
being excited to see the Flames go downward and then 
disappointed by general manager Brad Treliving’s impressive 
restocking on the fly, Huberdeau said, “I think (Panthers GM) 
Bill Zito just helped him … giving them the players he gave.” 
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Huberdeau didn’t even crack a smile as if he were joking. He 
was serious as a heart attack. 

“I mean, Matthew — don’t get me wrong, he’s a really good 
player. And he was really good with Calgary. He’s gonna be 
good with the Panthers. But I think having me and Weegs 
and a young kid and a first-round (pick), I think it’s a lot. 
Calgary lost their two best players (in Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau), and now they can replace them. And I think Tree 
did a tremendous job.  

“We’ll see when we start playing because, yeah, it’s a trade, 
but we haven’t started playing. So we’ve got to do the job on 
the ice. And adding Naz (Kadri), too, that’s going to be the 
cherry on the sundae. It’s gonna be good. New chapter.” 

A few weeks later, without even gearing up for the Flames or 
seeing if he liked the city, Huberdeau signed an eight-year, 
$84 million extension. Tkachuk similarly had signed for eight 
years. Asked why players commit so long to an organization 
without seeing if they like it first, Huberdeau said, “You want 
to commit to a team. And my philosophy, I didn’t want to go 
there and be like half in. I wanted to be 100 percent in, and 
that’s what I was thinking. So I was like, I didn’t want to try it 
out if I’m gonna like it or not. I’m gonna go out there and play 
as hard as I can, and now I know I’ll be a Calgary Flame for 
the next nine years.”  

Huberdeau added that he would have loved to sell his South 
Florida house to Tkachuk. 

“But he bought quick,” he said, laughing. 

Jack Hughes, New Jersey Devils 

Neither Hughes brother has played a postseason game in 
front of fans just yet. When it happens for Quinn, do not 
expect Jack to pull a “Brady Tkachuk in Calgary”-type move 
in the stands. 

“I don’t think you’d see me with eight beers in my pocket,” 
Jack Hughes said. “Might have one in front of me up in the 
box. But I won’t be with Canucks faithful, that’s for sure. … It 
suits Brady well.” 

On the “other” Jack Hughes, the 51st overall pick in the 2022 
draft, by the Kings: “Apparently I went through the draft 
process again. Rated 50th this year, too.” 

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks 

Hughes hoped the Flames, one of Vancouver’s Pacific 
Division rivals, were down for the count after Johnny 
Gaudreau walked in free agency and Matthew Tkachuk 
landed in Florida. 

“I would have liked to see them go like this,” Hughes said as 
he made the universal roller-coaster-goes-down motion. 

“But it seems like they went like this.” He pointed toward the 
ceiling. Calgary, of course, wound up adding Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Nazem Kadri and MacKenzie Weegar.  

“So it is what it is. They’re gonna have a good team. Those 
are the seems we’re gonna have to beat. I think Edmonton is 
gonna be really good. I’m sure Vegas will be good again and 
find their footing. Then us and L.A. — all the teams are good. 

“Even Anaheim. If you look at Anaheim’s D-corps, they’re 
really good. And their goalie, too. So we’ve got to play the 
games. But that’s why I say learning from last year, we had 
such a slow start. And then we went 31-15-10. And there 
wasn’t enough runway, so that’s why you need a good start.” 

Roman Josi, Nashville Predators 

Josi pulled off one of the most remarkable NHL feats of the 
century: He totaled 96 points as a defenseman. And didn’t 
win the Norris Trophy. And he probably shouldn’t have. 

“Yeah, and you can’t even be mad about it, right? Because 
(Cale Makar) is so good.” 

Is Josi gunning for 100? No reason not to, he said. 

“If you ever told me I would get 96 points, I’d probably be 
laughing at you. So to get 100 I mean — I know how hard 
that is. But I’d be lying if I said no.” 

Clayton Keller, Arizona Coyotes 

One of things Keller will always treasure is getting to play the 
past number of years in Arizona with Phil Kessel, who signed 
this offseason with the Golden Knights. 

“He’s one of my favorite teammates I’ve ever played with,” 
Keller said. “He’s such a good guy. He came to dinner with 
us every road trip for five years. He loves hockey, (and) he’ll 
talk about whatever you want to talk about it. People don’t 
know how good of a guy he is. He does care and loves the 
game. If you’re having a bad day and come to the rink and 
see Phil, you’re always going to end up smiling or laughing. 

“I’m definitely going to miss him. Two Cups, close to 400 
goals. He’s gifted. There’s not many other guys like him.” 

Darcy Kuemper, Washington Capitals 

The Caps’ new starting goaltender is coming off a run with 
the Avs highlighted by a Stanley Cup win and low-lighted by 
a terrifying postseason injury that sent him to the bench. 
Kuemper’s eyeball, he said, is fine. 

Also fine: his hips. Kuemper, 32, is an increasingly rare 
specimen — a goalie who hasn’t had any serious hip injuries. 
If it happens, he said, he’ll take it as it comes. 

“When you’re playing goalie, especially when you’re young, 
you’re not thinking, ‘How are my hips going to be 20 years 
from now?’ So you kind of sign up for the position,” he said. 
“And once it does come up, you’re pretty pot-committed at 
that point.” 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

MacKinnon, gave a big status report on extension 
negotiations and that was only the start of the show he put 
on for the media, in typical affable fashion. Some highlights: 

• On his short summer after winning the Cup: “I preferred it.” 

• On working out with Sidney Crosby twice a week: “Yeah, 
he worked out with me a little bit. I’m joking. I’m joking!”  

• On who’d he like to play with if there’s a 2024 World Cup: 
“Sid and Marchy (Brad Marchand). All from Nova Scotia. It 
would be a pretty cool thing for us. I’ll play right wing.” 
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• On the Avs being “the hunted” this season: “Nothing 
changes. I keep getting asked if I’m going to chill out now. I 
don’t feel any different. We’re still hunting.” 

• On his favorite random congratulatory text he got after 
winning the Cup: “Wayne Gretzky. He’s texted me a few 
times over the years saying congrats about whatever. But it’s 
still weird when you see Wayne Gretzky on your phone pop 
up. It’s like, ‘Wow.'” 

• On Alexander Georgiev replacing Darcy Kuemper in goal: 
“Yeah, it’s just kind of what we do, I guess. We get a new 
goalie every season now. But Georgy signed a three-year 
deal, so we’ll see him for three years at least.” 

• On Cale Makar: “He’s getting more comfortable in the room 
speaking his mind. He’s a quiet guy naturally. Sometimes 
you have to bug him, ‘Tell us what you think, Cale. Stop just 
sitting there. We want to hear your thoughts. You’re Cale 
Makar!'” 

• On not winning a Hart through nine NHL seasons: “I’ve 
been up for three. So it’s just tough to put your happiness 
into ‘Jim from Philly’ that didn’t vote for me, you know? Like, 
what am I supposed to do? I can’t help if people don’t vote 
for me.” 

Jim from Philly isn’t here. 

“Bob from Seattle. Whoever it is. Painful. Jim from Philly 
didn’t put me in his top five, so I don’t win.” 

Gretzky has a vote now. 

“Gretzky does? OK, cool. It’s all good.” 

You can text him. 

“Yeah. ‘What’s up, man?’ I used to really care about that, for 
sure. I really wanted to win MVP — and I still do. I’m a 
competitive guy. I’m not gonna act like I don’t want to win 
one. But it’s just, in life, you have to play against yourself and 
be the best version of yourself and see what happens. And 
hopefully that’s a Hart, and hopefully that’s a lot of stuff. But 
it might not be. And that’s OK too.” 

Was it a gradual thing, or was there one moment where you 
were like, “I don’t give a s— anymore?” 

“I still do care. I’m not gonna say I don’t care at all. Like I 
said, you can’t control what people like. It just feels like 
there’s a new storyline every year around the award. I’ll 
leave it there. But yeah, you just never really know what 
people are gonna vote for some years.” 

Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Eighty-six points. Another 29 in the playoffs. Twenty-eight 
goals. A Norris Trophy. Oh, and a Stanley Cup, a Conn 
Smythe and anybody and everybody saying on a team full of 
stars, he’s actually Colorado’s most valuable player. 

How does Makar follow all that up? 

“For me, it’s not really about topping that,” the 23-year-old 
star defenseman said. “I don’t really look at that in terms of 
that. I think just the consistency. You look at all the guys like 
(Victor) Hedman and (Roman) Josi, they’re so consistent 

defensively and offensively and supporting their team year in 
and year out. I think that’s what makes them so unique.  

“So just finding that groove and making sure I can be a 
reliable player for my team every single game is just what I’m 
going to try to focus on. With team success comes individual 
success, so that’s the way I look at it.” 

Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs 

We covered Matthews’ thoughts on plenty of Leafs-related 
matters over the weekend. It’s time for the more important 
stuff — like the state of his tennis game. He picked up the 
sport after wrist surgery in the 2021 offseason, when he 
couldn’t golf. 

“I wasn’t very good,” Matthews said. “And then I started 
watching it like throughout the year and got enamored with it. 
And I think you find a different level of respect for the players 
after you play and realize how difficult it is. 

“It’s kind of same thing with golf for me. After I started playing 
golf, I started watching a lot of golf, because you realize how 
difficult it is and how easy they make it look. I think that’s 
where it started, and it hasn’t slowed down at all.” 

Matthews was sad to see Roger Federer retire before he had 
the chance to see him live: “Out of the last 76 Grand Slams, I 
think (Federer, Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal) won, like, 
63 of them,” Matthews said. He’s correct. 

“Same thing with Serena (and) how dominant she was for 
the longest time. I think it’s just really impressive that they’ve 
been able to do that for that long a time and sustain that level 
of competitiveness.” 

Jared McCann, Seattle Kraken 

McCann, who was Phil Kessel’s stallmate in Pittsburgh, said 
his former teammate — who is eight games from breaking 
Keith Yandle’s ironman streak of 989 games without missing 
one — is one of the misunderstood athletes out there. 

“Phil is so lighthearted,” McCann said. “He never takes 
things too, too seriously. He was always in the cryo machine 
and always took care of his body when he needed to.” 

“I’m from Toronto, right?” McCann added. “And I grew up 
watching the Leafs — watching him play. There’s one side in 
the media and then there’s what you actually meet as a 
person. Personally, I’ve been through something similar to 
that where you meet a guy and it’s like, ‘I thought you were 
like this.’ Phil’s completely different than what people portray 
him to be. He made me smile a lot.” 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

There will be no Johnny Hockey and no Matthew Tkachuk, 
among others, so McDavid knows the Battle of Alberta will 
have a different feel this season. 

“A lot of new faces over on the other side,” he said. “They 
had a crazy summer, but I thought they did a good job of 
bringing back those pieces. They added some real good 
players. They’re going to be a real good team and it’ll be a 
good challenge.” 
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McDavid’s lone goal is for the Oilers to take the next step 
after their second-round exit to the eventual Cup champion 
Avs. 

“There’s a whole other level to get to,” McDavid said. 
“They’re a team that went through a lot of disappointments 
leading up to that. That seems to be the process for teams 
that win. They kind of get close, they get closer. There’s 
those disappointments, but you learn from them and you use 
them when you’re in that situation next.” 

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

Armed with a new three-year, $12 million contract and 
coming off a first-round playoff loss to Calgary in which he 
put up sterling numbers of a .954 save percentage and 1.81 
goals-against average, the 23-year-old says he’s ready to 
build off last year. 

There are times he still finds himself in awe. 

“I was in the elevators with Marc-Andre Fleury in the bubble, 
and I called my dad and said, ‘I was just in the elevator with 
Marc-Andre Fleury,” Oettinger said. “My favorite goalie was 
Flower, and — you know those fat heads? I had one of those 
of him in my room. And one of my favorite games I played in 
the NHL, we played Chicago in Chicago. We won 1-0 in a 
shootout, and looking down at the other end and seeing him 
was surreal. Hall of Famer, and to have a win against him, 
and I got a stick from him, too, so it was a dream.” 

Morgan Rielly, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Reilly was one of the more thoughtful quotes. With more and 
more women earning leadership roles in hockey, Rielly was 
delighted for Hayley Wickenheiser when one of the best 
women’s players in history was named a Maple Leafs 
assistant GM in July. 

“I think it’s a great opportunity for her,” the defenseman said. 
“She’s around as much as the players are and has great 
conversations with myself, with Auston (Matthews), with the 
guys that are training there during the offseason. Obviously 
has amazing experiences in our sport and is extremely 
deserving to be in that position. I think it’s an awesome 
opportunity for her to prove that gender is not important. It’s 
about if you’re capable of doing the job, and I think that 
Hayley is extremely capable. And there are tons of women 
that are capable. And hopefully there’ll be more 
opportunities.” 

Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg Jets 

Scheifele knew the question was coming — the Jets had just 
announced that Blake Wheeler is no longer team captain — 
and spoke for a bit about what the decision means after 
jokingly wondering why the announcement couldn’t wait until 
after he’d hopped a flight back to Winnipeg. 

The other big topic for Scheifele was life under new coach 
Rick Bowness, who’s tasked with bringing defensive 
structure to a team that, for years, has struggled in that area. 

“I think he’s a great communicator. I know in the 
conversations I’ve had, he wants to find out how you’re 
doing. He wants to understand what you’re dealing with and 
how you feel about things,” Scheifele said. “I think last year, 
we were a little lost, in terms of what we were doing and why 

we were doing things. With this fresh start, we have a brand 
new crop of coaches. You have guys that are all excited 
about getting a new structure, getting a new system, 
understanding the system, understanding why we’re doing it. 
And I think having that purpose in our room is going to do 
wonders for us.” 

Bowness’ Stars team, for example, nearly pulled off a first-
round win over Calgary despite a major talent gap, largely 
based on its defensive principles. Scheifele was asked if he 
thought the Jets have the personnel to play a similar game. 

“Watching the playoffs, you see the teams that win can win 
any which way,” he said. “They can win a game 6-5, but they 
also can win a game 2-1. They can win a game 1-0. And I 
think that’s what the good teams can do. They can win in 
different fashions. And I think that’s what we need to learn as 
a team. 

Jordan Staal, Carolina Hurricanes 

Jordan Staal got to be there when older brothers Marc and 
Eric agreed to terms with the Panthers — Marc on a one-
year contract and Eric on a pro tryout. How did it go down? 

“We were on a trip together at Pebble Beach, so I witnessed 
both their contracts,” he said. “We were sitting on 18 at 
Pebble Beach, and they were both just super pumped, as 
was I.” 

Jordan will be rooting for Eric, 37, who despite going to the 
Stanley Cup Final with the Habs two years ago couldn’t land 
a job last season. He played four games with the AHL Iowa 
Wild to tune up for his second Olympics. 

“We were all quite surprised. Playing really well with 
Montreal, going all the way to the Finals, and kind of just 
getting skunked the next year with nothing,” Jordan said. “It 
kind of hurt him a little bit and kind of raised a lot of 
questions, but at the same time, he loves the game. And he’s 
always said he ‘wants to play until they put me out of here.’ 
So he’s gonna give it one last go. I think it’ll give him a little 
more closure, whether it happens or not. It’ll at least kind of 
let him go out at an easier, more relaxed state than maybe 
he was before.” 

Mark Stone, Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights’ captain missed a chunk of last season 
— like plenty of his teammates — with an injury.  

So, Mark, how is the back?  

“I feel waaaay better than I did at the end of the season, so 
that’s a start,” Stone said. “I feel great.” 

Stone, pound for pound, might’ve had the best session of the 
day. The highlights: 

• On another offseason of change for Vegas, headlined by 
Max Pacioretty’s move to Carolina: “We expect change every 
year. The salary cap hasn’t moved in two years, and we’ve 
spent to the cap. You can’t complain about that. I’ve been on 
teams that don’t spend to the cap and wish you did. So I’m 
never gonna complain.” 

• On Jack Eichel’s first season in Vegas: ”He came into the 
lineup and then four or five of us left the lineup so … y’know. 
In Buffalo, all the pressure’s on him, and when he came 
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here, it wasn’t supposed to be on him and then it was all on 
him.” 

“(Before last season) I never met him. Definitely thought he 
was a bad guy from all the reports. And it couldn’t be further 
from the truth. This guy works harder than anyone. He wants 
to win more than anyone. And he just wants to be part of a 
team that has success. So there’s a lot of false narratives out 
there about this guy. I think he’s gonna have a big, big-time 
year for us.” 

• On the secret to Phil Kessel’s longevity: “I don’t know what 
the secret is. I really wish I knew. When I first saw him, I was 
expecting him to be 300 pounds. Furthest thing from it. I 
mean, this guy can throw weight around the gym. He’s one 
of the strongest guys — one of most underrated strong guys 
I’ve ever seen.” 

Nick Suzuki, Montreal Canadiens 

It was a whirlwind few days for Suzuki after the 23-year-old 
was named the youngest captain in Canadiens history. 

Following the nonstop media for that announcement, Suzuki 
parachuted into Vegas for the media tour. Remember, 
Suzuki originally was a Vegas Golden Knights first-round 
pick. 

“I guess it’s kind of come full circle this week. It’s been a 
crazy week,” Suzuki said, before smiling. “I actually saw 
(Golden Knights management) George McPhee and Kelly 
McCrimmon yesterday and just said hi to them. It was 
probably a good move for both teams. Weird timing being the 
captain and now back in Vegas.” 

Suzuki was asked about Quebec politicians already coming 
out of the woodwork to say the London, Ontario, native must 
learn French in order to be the Habs’ captain. 

“I think they have the right to think that players should speak 
French,” Suzuki said. “I feel like guys should know a little bit 
at least. I took French in school for a while, so I feel like I 
know what I’m talking about a little bit when I speak. 

“I read better than I’m about to have a conversation. I’m at a 
pretty good place, but I can get better, too.” 

Suzuki said after coach Martin St. Louis told him this summer 
to think about being the next Canadiens captain, he actually 
started to freshen up on his French by using Babbel. 

Jeremy Swayman, Boston Bruins 

If you were assuming there’d be any weirdness or antipathy 
between Swayman, 23, and Linus Ullmark, his goaltending 
partner with the Bruins, you’d be incorrect. 

The postgame hug between the two — and they each started 
41 games in the 2021-22 regular season, posting nearly 
identical stats — is Example A. 

Here’s Swayman on Ullmark: “He was one of those guys that 
came up right away and said, ‘Hey, I know the position 
you’re in. You’re a new guy. I want to be a great advocate for 
you. And that was special for me to have a new goalie 
coming in. (He was) obviously hungry to play. He knew I was 
hungry to play, as well. And to be a great teammate, of all 
things, that spoke volumes to me. And I wanted to thrive off 
that. 

“The hug just kind of developed because we were so excited 
for each other’s success. Most of all, the team’s success. But 
to have that goalie-to-goalie connection (when you) 
understand what we go through every day and understand 
the grind, and how hard we compete against each other in 
practice, it really is just a completely emotional, happy thing.” 

Robert Thomas, St. Louis Blues 

Poor Dave Gagner. 

The former NHLer becomes an agent, negotiates an eight-
year, $65 million contract for Jordan Kyrou — and now 
Thomas wants to take his commission. 

Kyrou recently signed a contract with the exact same terms 
Thomas previously got from the St. Louis Blues. 

“I’ve been talking to (Kyrou) the past couple of days. I feel 
like his agent percentage should just come to me for 
negotiating his deal,” Thomas joked. “He’s such a good 
player and great person — one of my really close friends. I’m 
happy to be in St. Louis with him for so long.” 

Thomas, by the way, looked like he bulked up this offseason, 
and that he did. 

“I focused a lot on strength this summer — put on probably 
eight points of muscle,” Thomas said. “Just help me in the 
corners, help me defensively and be a little more sturdy out 
there.” 

Brady Tkachuk, Ottawa Senators 

Was it the night of Brady Tkachuk’s engagement party, or 
was it the night Matthew Tkachuk got traded to Florida? 
Both. 

“When it all became official, we were at dinner. I’d just gotten 
engaged the day before, so we were doing a dinner — my 
family, my fiancee’s family — and all of a sudden, my mom 
and Matthew were gone for a little bit,” Brady said. “Then he 
pulled me aside and was like, ‘Yeah, I just signed in Florida, 
but don’t tell anyone about it until it becomes official.’ Then 
three minutes later, it comes out.” 

So there was a lot to celebrate at the restaurant, huh? 

“Yeah. Yeah. It became a pretty fun night out.” 

Matthew Tkachuk, Florida Panthers 

There’s still a no fighting rule in the Tkachuk household. But 
with Matthew now on Florida and Brady suddenly in the 
same division with his older brother and the Ottawa Senators 
a team on the rise compared to when they played Matthew’s 
Calgary Flames in the North Division during the pandemic-
realigned season, expect some more heated Tkachuk Bros. 
matchups. 

“We’re looking forward to playing against each other a lot 
more,” Matthew Tkachuk said. “It was obviously really fun 
when we were playing against each other twice a year, but 
now the games, they matter a lot. I think before they didn’t 
matter as much, so we will enjoy it a little more.  

“It’s one of the most special things in the world playing 
against your brother. The Hughes boys will tell you the same 
thing. But our teams will be battling for a playoff spot. It’s a 
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really solid division this year. The games will matter a lot 
more, so we’ll ramp it up a bit.” 

Jacob Trouba, New York Rangers 

As long as members of Team North America — the under-23 
squad at the 2016 World Cup of Hockey — are playing the 
game, they’re going to be asked about that international 
experience. This time, it was Trouba’s turn. 

“It’s still one of the most fun experiences I’ve had around a 
hockey team. Just the practices were insane. Rolling through 
the lines, just standing in line watching the best players that 
were that age playing against each other,” Trouba said. “It 
was a really cool team. It was cool to have guys all that same 
age out in (Toronto). You talk about team bonding. That 
team bonded.” 

Trouba, officially, is the Rangers’ captain, the franchise’s first 
since Ryan McDonagh was traded to the Lightning in 
February 2018. 

“I feel like every summer, it was a conversation that people 
were talking about,” Trouba said. “We need a captain, we 
need a captain, we need a captain. Nothing is gonna really 
change with our group is run. Everyone still can be 
themselves. We have multiple leaders. I think it’s just more 
concrete. There’s not as much concern or worry or talk about 
it.” 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

The all-world goalie had another short offseason after a third 
consecutive trip to the Final. 

“But I can’t complain,” Vasilevskiy said. “You want your 
summer to be short every year.” 

Vasilevskiy was intrigued when told of a second straight 
offseason of musical chairs across the league for his fellow 
goaltenders. 

“I don’t read any hockey news because I’m trying to stay 
away from it,” he said. “But sometimes, let’s say we’re 
playing a season opener against some team and all of a 
sudden the guy I’m playing against used to be on another 
team, I’m like, ‘How did he end up there?’ 

“There’s a lot of goalie carousels. We’ll see how it’s going to 
work for them. For me, I just always want to be the guy on 
(the Lightning’s side).” 

Zach Werenski, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Werenski is a homegrown star for Columbus — so he knows, 
given the franchise’s recent history, how big a deal it was for 
Johnny Gaudreau to sign with the team when free agency 
opened. 

“The city and the fans deserve it,” Werenski said. “They’ve 
seen a lot of guys walk out the door. And this year, they got 
to see a guy walk in the door. And it’s the biggest fish on the 
market. So I’m super excited. I think everyone had the same 
reaction throughout the city, the organization — I think even 
management was kind of like, ‘Oh, my God, we just got 
Johnny Gaudreau.” 

Werenski was caught off guard, too. He said he heard it was 
a possibility at around 4 p.m. and found out the deal was 
done on Twitter, along with the rest of us. 

“I called my dad right away, and he was all fired up,” he said. 
“And then a bunch of FaceTimes: Boone Jenner, Gus 
Nyquist. All the guys just couldn’t believe it.” 

Werenski’s also been working out with Patrik Laine, who’s 
healthy and locked up for years and $34.8 million. 

“I think he’s in a really good headspace right now,” he said. 
“He’s in great shape. He’s shooting the puck hard. He just 
looks like an All-Star out there. And these skates, I know 
they’re not training camp or games, but he’s just dominating. 
It’s fun to watch. 

Trevor Zegras 

Several of the stars in Vegas were excited and hopeful this 
season will be completed with no kinks. It’s back to the old 
normal, which includes reporters in the locker room. Zegras 
had no clue that media in the room was ever “a thing.” 

“To be completely honest,” he said. “I just figured it was you 
go into that other whatever media scrum room. That will be a 
nice wrinkle into next season, for sure.” 

Zegras also said he was stunned that the QB on his lacrosse 
goal, Sonny Milano, still hasn’t found his gig: “Shocked. 
Yeah, I love that guy. One of the best teammates of all time. 
I think maybe he’s just looking for the right fit. He lets things 
roll off his shoulder, so he’s good.” 

Has Zegras thought of trying to pull off something more 
creative than the Michigan? “Honestly, I’ve got no idea. 
Maybe it’ll come to me randomly. Usually that’s how it works, 
is instincts, like if I see something, whatever, a quick twitch. 
But I don’t have anything planned.” 

And finally, on life without Ryan Getzlaf: “I mean, it’s weird 
already being at the rink without him. He’s actually stopped 
by a couple times, which is pretty funny, just to sharpen his 
kids’ skates or whatnot. No, it’s weird without him. It’s a big 
change, for sure. He’s just such a great guy. And he’s 20 
minutes down the road, so it’s not like he’s gone forever. You 
still call or go to lunch or go play golf.”
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Canes Fall To Panthers On Day One of Prospect Showcase 

Ponomarev, Gunler combine for highlight reel goal, but 
Florida takes the contest 

By Walt Ruff 

MORRISVILLE, NC. - Summer is officially over and Carolina 
Hurricanes hockey is back. 

The team's up-and-coming talent took on the Florida 
Panthers on the first day of the Prospect Showcase 
presented by Invisalign and although there were some 
positives, the group found themselves on the wrong end of a 
6-1 score. 

Three Things 

1) Ponomarev's Flashy Setup 

The action started on the right foot for the young bunch, as 
forwards Vasily Ponomarev and Noel Gunler, both who 
finished last season with the Chicago Wolves, connected for 
a sweet goal to start the day. 

After a defensive zone breakout, Ponomarev caught a 
Panthers defender flat-footed and made himself a nice 
highlight from there. 

2) Goalies Go Halves 

2021 third-round draft selection Patrik Hamrla got the start in 
net for Carolina in the contest, playing the first 31 minutes. 

His team was shorthanded during that time on four 
occasions, resulting in him being faced with a bevy of rubber. 
Before his morning came to a close he had allowed two 
goals, but it could have been much worse. 

Just after the midway point of the second period Hamrla was 
relieved by Jakub Vondras, a 2022 sixth-round pick of the 
organization. For Vondras it was his first game action on 
North American ice - a considerably smaller surface than 
what he's been used to in Czechia. He was on the hook for 
the final four goals of the day, however, his experience 
gained is truly more of value than today's final stat line. 

3) A Very Noticeable Rees 

Forward Jamieson Rees thrust himself onto the radar of 
Canes fans during last year's preseason, where he had a 

fantastic showing. Now nearly 365 days later he's wearing 
the "C" for the prospects in just his second full-length pro 
season. 

#81 was all over the ice Friday morning, trying to seemingly 
insert himself in every situation possible. He was throwing 
hits, taking hits, attempting to mix it up with Panthers in any 
area. 

With the experience of having won a Calder Cup in Chicago 
last year, combined with his knowledge of an NHL Training 
Camp, Rees will be a player to keep an eye on over the next 
week or so. 

They Said It 

Chicago Wolves Head Coach Brock Sheahan, who led the 
unit behind the bench: 

"I thought we actually started really well. We saw some 
execution in some of the details that we had given them, but 
when you start giving up a lot of odd-man rushes and make it 
tough on your goalies, [it's not good]. We'll get better from 
there." 

Rees offering his thoughts on the contest and what he 
expects moving forward: 

"We've only had two days of practice and obviously didn't go 
the way we wanted it to, but we're still getting to know each 
other. We'll regroup with our day off tomorrow and we'll be 
back at it Sunday. Hopefully, we'll be better and play a 
cleaner game." 

Bonus Notes 

 2019 first-round selection (#28 overall) Ryan Suzuki 
did not play for Carolina today. He is listed on the 
team's roster but is not expected to play in the 
Showcase due to an upper-body injury. 

 The Canes prospects will return to action Sunday 
morning against Nashville at 10 a.m. The game will 
take place at PNC Arena and admission is free. All 
games are also available to stream live on 
Hurricanes.com. To learn more about attending the 
event, click here.
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Mailbag #36: Brock Sheahan 

Your questions, answered by the new head coach of the 
Chicago Wolves 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Just 25 days ago Brock Sheahan was hired 
as the head coach of the Chicago Wolves. 

Already late in the summer, he's now tasked with his first 
major event as a member of the Hurricanes staff - guiding 
the team's up-and-coming talent in the Prospect Showcase 
presented by Invisalign. 

As the team has a practice day amid their set of three games 
in four days, he took the time to answer some of your 
questions. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

What was intriguing to you about the Chicago Wolves job? - 
@pdowney88 

Honestly, I've never thought of myself needing to be a 
professional coach, college coach, junior coach or whatever. 
I've never looked at it that way. It's more what's the best 
opportunity to get better with the right people - and best for 
my family. 

Obviously with the Steel we were in a great position, but 
when talking to Darren, Don, Rod, and the more I talk to 
people in both the Hurricanes and Wolves organizations, it 
just seemed like the right fit.  It's how I want to coach and 
what they were looking for out of the head coach, so it 
seemed like an opportunity in my mind, and my wife's mind, 
that we just couldn't turn down. 

I like working with young players, obviously. I think there's a 
lot of room for players to grow, our roster with the Wolves is 
going to be young. I'll have a familiarity with the age range 
and one thing that we always did with the Steel was we had 
very young teams, and that was by design. If you have 
young, talented players, they can grow. That's something 
that I'm very excited about. This experience so far, being in 
Carolina, is exactly that - a learning experience. Being at an 
NHL camp, seeing how things are done, seeing the way that 
Rod and his staff operates has been really impactful so far. 

What aspect of his coaching style does he treasure most and 
believe sets him apart from other coaches in the league? - 
@baileyycurtis 

I don't really pay attention to other other coaches that I've 
coached against as far as what they're doing, to be honest. 
The way that we coached with the Steel, the way we 
communicate the way I communicate with players, letting 
them understand that the reason I do this is so that they get 
better and they can achieve their dreams. It's not about me. 
It's about them. It's about the team. I think that once players 
are around my staff and I for a while, that's what they feel. 

Then the buy in is there and that's why we are able to get a 
lot out of our players. 

The focus [in Chicago] was the individual development. 
Obviously in line with our team concepts and our team goals 
and whatnot, but that was truly our goal. It was to help them 
get better, not necessarily win and I feel the reason we had 
success and we won was because of how we developed our 
players. 

What does he see as the challenges between coaching and 
motivating 16-20 year olds with the Steel compared to 
coaching older players in the AHL? - @atrione15 

For the players, it is their job. It's their livelihood. 

Not that at the junior level guys don't have pressures, they 
do, like the draft and of course they have goals to make it to 
the next level. 

I think the moving parts of a professional season, being in 
American League, is going to be interesting. If you look at 
our time with the Steel, our roster did not change very much - 
especially during the year. We had a trade here and there, 
but now we'll have guys going up and down, and trades. I 
think that's going to be the learning process for me, making 
sure that our team is connected and cohesive with all the 
moving parts. 

I think there'll be a lot of new challenges as far as the pro 
game and what subtle differences I might have to make with 
the style of play, but for the most part, our team will be 
connected to what Rod is doing with the Canes so that way 
our players will be successful when they get there. 

What's the one thing we should be looking forward to the 
most with his presence as a leader, and the team he has 
next to him? - @CanesYr 

I think I've learned a lot from everyone I've either worked with 
or played for. I think you take pieces from every stop along 
the way. I think it's most important to be genuine to myself 
and how I coach, and not try to be someone I'm not. I want 
the players to see a true version, a genuine version of who I 
am. 

My time at Notre Dame was very impactful. My first job in 
college, working in Holy Cross with David Berard was very 
impactful. Then working with Greg Moore, before he went to 
the Marlies, that was a very another impactful piece of my 
learning curve. 

Who was your role model growing up? - @pdowney88 

I think my biggest role model was my Papa, my grandfather. 
He was a great person. He was passionate. So my siblings 
and I learned a lot about how to live the right way. 

I love the game of hockey and part of the reason hockey 
became such a big part of my life was how much he loved 
the game. He was just an all-around amazing person.
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Canes Prospects Pull Off Overtime Victory Over Nashville 

Murray scores empty netter, then game-winner 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Forward Blake Murray emerged as a late 
hero for the Carolina Hurricanes prospects on Sunday, 
netting the deciding goal in a 5-4 victory over the Nashville 
Predators. 

Three Things 

1) It's Not Over Until It's Over 

The Canes had control of the contest throughout, striking first 
and losing their lead for only a minute in the second period. 

Ahead 3-2 in the late stages of the third, Blake Murray put a 
backhand effort into an empty net, seemingly closing out 
what looked like it would become a 4-2 victory. However, 
Nashville struck twice with their goaltender pulled in the final 
75 seconds, forcing overtime. 

In the extra frame the 2019 sixth round pick worked his way 
through the slot, taking a feed from a patient Tuukka 
Tieksola before putting it over the blocker of Tomas 
Vomacka. 

2) Invitees Cleaning Up The Scraps 

16 of the 23 players on Carolina's roster for the event are 
either draft selections of the team or skaters under contract 
with the Chicago Wolves (AHL). However, it was a handful of 
tournament invitees who made a name for themselves in the 
victory - notably Jackson Berezowski and Sam McGinley. 

Berezowski, who had 46 goals last season for Everett of the 
Western Hockey League, claimed the lone goal of the first 
period by putting back a second chance effort. 

Then, in the second, McGinley jumped up from his defensive 
post on a rush to deposit a rebound of his own. 

3) Rees Continuing To Make His Presence Felt 

During Friday's Showcase-opening game against Florida, 
Jamieson Rees was in the middle of everything. Throwing 
hits, taking the body and mixing it up between whistles, today 
was more of the same for the team's 2019 second round 
pick. 

In the first period of today's game he dropped the gloves, 
showing no fear in taking on Nashville's Jachym Kondelik. 

Why is this of note? 

Rees is listed on the organization's roster at 5-foot-10, 182 
lbs. Kondelik comes in at 6-foot-7, 232 lbs. 

It wasn't just his aggression that was the reason for today's 
attention though, he also looked like one of the more 
complete players on the ice. Making smart plays and 
responsible defensively, he continues to be a player to keep 
an eye on over the next week leading into the big club's 
training camp. 

They Said It 

Chicago Wolves Head Coach Brock Sheahan following the 
victory: 

"I hope for people that watch Carolina they saw more of how 
Carolina plays. I thought our forecheck was really 
aggressive, I thought our guys were skating. Our tempo and 
pace were really high. That's what we talked about." 

Sheahan on what was the difference in today's outing: 

"For everybody, it's getting comfortable. Every player, to a 
man, was better. I thought they were more comfortable and 
they were playing to their strengths." 

Sheahan offering thoughts on Rees and his play: 

"I think it was great to see him play that way. I thought he 
had a really big bounce back game. I thought he was 
effective the entire time. We'd like to keep him out of the box, 
but it was good to see him play at that level of intensity." 

Bonus Notes 

 2021 third round draft pick Patrik Hamrla played all 
60 minutes for Carolina today, earning the victory in 
net. 

 Forward Noel Gunler scored in the second period, 
the first player of the group to have multiple goals in 
the tournament. He scored the only marker in 
Friday's 6-1 loss to Florida. 

 The Canes prospects will close out their Showcase 
tomorrow afternoon at 1 p.m. at PNC Arena. 
Admission is free. All games are also available to 
stream live on Hurricanes.com. To learn more about 
attending the event, click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 19, 2022 

 

 

 

Staal wants to remain with Hurricanes 'for as long as I can' 

Forward has one season remaining on contract, clarifies 
earlier comments 

By Tom Gulitti 

HENDERSON, Nev. -- Jordan Staal clarified his stance on 
his future with the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday, saying that 
he is open to signing a new contract with them. 

The 34-year-old forward's comments come more than three 
months after he said that he would play out his current 
contract and not seek a new one. 

Steal has one season remaining on a 10-year, $60 million 
contract ($6 million annual average value) he signed with 
Carolina on July 1, 2012. 

"I want to be in the Hurricanes organization for as long as I 
can, and I'm sure whether it's an extension now or they re-up 
me at the end of the year or if they're done with me, it will 
happen," Staal said at the NHL North American Player Media 
Tour at Lifeguard Arena. "That's where I want to be." 

Staal, who is entering his 11th season with the Hurricanes 
and fourth as captain, said he's already had discussions with 
general manager Don Waddell regarding his contract and 
expects to continue them before the start of the season. 

"We've had a few conversations throughout the summer," 
Staal said. "I think we'll revisit it pretty soon here, and we'll 
see what they think and what they want to do." 

It was a noted switch for Staal, who said following Carolina's 
6-2 loss to the New York Rangers in Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round on May 30, "I'm going to ride out 
this contract. Eleven years is a long time here, and it's been 
special. I'm going to ride it out next year and hopefully finish 
with a bang and go from there." 

When asked Friday if he had changed his mind, Staal 
acknowledged, "I kind of changed a little bit." However, he 
also said that his previous comments were impacted by his 
emotions and the surprise of being asked about his contract 
in the immediate aftermath of a season-ending loss. 

"When they asked me that question it was like three minutes 
after we lost. It was right after we lost to New York," Staal 
said. "My mindset was always when I started in Hurricane 
land, I was just focused on getting through it and being 
relevant and really just being a part of it and then see what 
happens. So when they asked me that, I was, 'I have one 
more year.' I didn't think much of it." 

Staal realized soon after that he might have misspoken. 

"I was actually really thrown off by the question at the time," 
he said. "And after I remember [thinking], 'Did I just screw 
that up?' Because it kind of blew up a little bit. I didn't even 
think much of it at the time. But that's kind of where my head 
is at now." 

What has also been on Staal's mind is the thought of how 
many years he has left, though he still believes he has "more 
to give." 

Playing in more of a defensive role as the center on the third 
line last season, Staal had 36 points (17 goals, 19 assists) in 
78 regular-season games and six points (one goal, five 
assists) in 14 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

"It's hard to say when you start creeping toward 35 how 
many years you've got left in the tank, and I've played [16] 
years already, but every summer you kind of get refreshed 
and you start the season, you get excited about it," Staal 
said. "It's what I've been doing my whole life. 

"So I'm kind of creeping towards I'll just play until they kick 
me out of here, but we'll see." 

Selected by the Pittsburgh Penguins with the No. 2 pick in 
the 2006 NHL Draft, Staal was traded to the Hurricanes by 
the Penguins on June 22, 2012, for the No. 8 pick in the 
2012 NHL Draft (defenseman Derrick Pouliot), center 
Brandon Sutter and defenseman Brian Dumoulin. At the 
time, the trade united him with his brother, Eric Staal, and he 
played with Eric until the latter was traded to the Rangers on 
Feb. 28, 2016. 

After missing the playoffs in Staal's first six seasons, the 
Hurricanes have qualified in each of the past four since hiring 
Rod Brind'Amour as coach, including finishing first in the 
Metropolitan Division and setting their record for wins (54) 
and points (116) last season. 

However, Carolina has failed to advance to the Eastern 
Conference Final since 2019, when it was swept by the 
Boston Bruins. 

Staal said he thinks the Hurricanes can break through and 
win the Stanley Cup for the first time since 2006, though, 
after they acquired defenseman Brent Burns in a trade with 
the San Jose Sharks and forward Max Pacioretty, who is 
recovering from a torn Achilles tendon, from the Vegas 
Golden Knights on July 13. 

"We've got a lot of similar players coming back, players who 
have shown they can do it and push the envelope, and I 
thought we brought in some really good players as well," 
Staal said. "That's going to make us even better. So you 
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never know what's going to happen, but I feel confident in 
our team that we can do some really good things and push 
for looking for that Stanley Cup."

 

 

 

NHL superstar roundtable: Must-see teams, summer highlights, rule changes, trade 
reactions 

HENDERSON, Nev. -- It was an eventful offseason for NHL 
players, with high-profile trades and surprising free-agent 
signings. 

Not to mention those weddings, bucket list golf outings and 
scooter rides along the Amalfi Coast. 

ESPN reporters Ryan Clark, Kristen Shilton and Greg 
Wyshynski caught up with over a dozen stars at the NHL 
Player Media Tour near Las Vegas last week to find out what 
offseason moves shocked them the most; preview which 
teams and players they're most looking forward to watching 
in the 2022-23 season; discover what NHL rules they'd 
change or eliminate; and what their personal summer 
highlights were before camps begin. 

What's the best thing you did this summer? 

Trevor Zegras, Anaheim Ducks: "I went to the US Open. 
Awesome. I saw [Nick] Kyrgios, he's my favorite player." 

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks: "We were in Michigan. 
We golfed a lot. We went to Hawai'i for a bit. We went to 
New York for a bit. It was fun. ... My brother, my dad, Zegras 
was there. Cole Caufield, [Dylan] Larkin. It was good. I'd say 
Larks is the best golfer, then Z, then the rest of us funnel in 
after that." 

Jack Hughes, New Jersey Devils: "We played a lot of tennis. 
A lot of golf. Spent a lot of time with friends. It was a perfect 
summer. And now we're ready to go." 

Mark Stone, Vegas Golden Knights: "I had back surgery, so I 
was doing a lot of rehab. I traveled quite a bit. I was in 
Winnipeg seeing family and that was awesome. I got back to 
Ottawa where my wife's from to go see her family as well. It 
was a nice change to get back to Canada." 

Jack Eichel, Vegas Golden Knights: "I went to Hawai'i at the 
beginning of the summer. That was really cool. It has always 
been a bucket list thing for me. We went snorkeling, got on 
the water. We did the road to Hana. It's like a full-day 
excursion through waterfalls, different beaches -- black sand 
beach, red sand beach. It's a lot less touristy and more 
cultured Hawai'i. I thought that was really cool." 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary Flames: "Obviously, I moved 
to another country. But, my country. I moved to Canada 
where I am from. There were a lot of things emotionally 
going on, but it was obviously a summer I will remember." 

Nick Suzuki, Montreal Canadiens: "Lots of stuff. Formula 
One in Montreal. Festivals in Montreal. Comedy shows. It 
was a busy summer, but it was fun." 

Clayton Keller, Arizona Coyotes: "I was rehabbing [from a 
knee injury] all summer, so I didn't get to do anything. I 
rented a boat on the Fourth of July. That was about it." 

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars: "I played golf at Pebble Beach. 
Me and my dad and a buddy and his dad. I played with my 
dad growing up so this was a bucket list thing for sure." 

Mathew Barzal, New York Islanders: "I was in Paris for five 
days. Loved Paris; fashion, food, lifestyle. Then the Amalfi 
Coast for like nine days. Just beach clubs and so relaxing. 
The Mediterranean Sea is so relaxing and beautiful. But the 
coolest thing that I did? I rented a Vespa and went 
scootering around the side of the Amalfi Coast. Super cool." 

Cam Atkinson, Philadelphia Flyers: "We always go back to 
Connecticut the first week of August to see family. We had a 
nice surprise party for my mom." 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks: "I took a couple of trips. I 
went to Mykonos in Greece, which was amazing. I was in 
Austria, too. But every year, I take my brother and my two 
cousins on a trip. I surprise them, and they don't know where 
we're going. This time, we flew to Manchester to watch 
Manchester United against Liverpool. We're all die-hard 
Manchester United fans and they won 2-1. We had great 
seats and Old Trafford was sold out." 

Robert Thomas, St. Louis Blues: "It was my first big summer 
of weddings. I'm getting to the age now where you go to 
weddings. Went to a couple of teammates' weddings. There 
might be some pressure; I think they want to make sure their 
wedding is one that gets talked about for a while." 

Phillip Danault, Los Angeles Kings: "I took care of my 
daughter. That was the coolest thing. She's 6 months old 
now. We went from one baby to two. We have a little 3½-
year-old, too." 

Jordan Staal, Carolina Hurricanes: "For my 1,000th game, 
the guys got me a trip to Pebble Beach with my brothers. I 
hadn't been out there before so this was something special. 
Really a lot of fun. Eric and Jared couldn't make it up to the 
lake anyway this summer, so this was our one chance to see 
them. All of our families went to Eric's house. So that's 11 
kids under his roof. All the dads went flying away and the 
moms somehow figured it out with 11 kids. 
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"I didn't hit 'em great. I didn't get to play as much [before the 
trip]. I got there and was hoping I was going to get lucky, and 
I didn't." 

What offseason NHL trade or signing surprised you the 
most? 

Darcy Kuemper, Washington Capitals: "You know what I 
would say? My fellow teammate -- or former teammate I 
should say -- Nazem Kadri ending up signing with Calgary." 

Zegras: "Matthew Tkachuk and Jonathan Huberdeau. That 
was a big one." 

Matthew Tkachuk, Florida Panthers: "I can't say the one I 
want to. So, none. Pretty boring summer. Wasn't surprised 
by anything." 

Huberdeau: "Oh, this is a good question! It was probably me, 
and Tkachuk, and Weegs and all these guys. I think Calgary 
won that trade." 

Quinn Hughes: "You gotta go with [Johnny] Gaudreau going 
to Columbus. I just feel like you were hearing Philly, New 
Jersey or Calgary. Then, he went there. It was kind of 
surprising." 

Oettinger: "John Klingberg to Anaheim. It's hard to see him 
leave, obviously, We're pretty close. You knew the situation, 
but it was hard to see him go for sure. Taking his money at 
cards. I'm going to miss that a lot." 

Barzal: "The Nazem Kadri speculation was all over the place, 
so that was fun to follow. We were involved. When you're 
involved, it makes it more fun too -- 'Is this going to happen 
or not?'" 

Jack Hughes: "Oh definitely the Matt Tkachuk one. It was 
like 11 o'clock on a random day. A crazy deal." 

Atkinson: "Johnny Gaudreau. Johnny Hockey going to 
Columbus. It's awesome. I can't say anything bad about the 
organization. It's where I live in the offseason. It's where I'm 
going to live when I'm done playing hockey. It's great for the 
team. It's better for the city. It's unfortunate we never got 
someone like that [when I was in Columbus]. 

"I remember my wife and I were driving and they announced 
the Blue Jackets were a dark horse for him and I'm like 
'there's no way.' But I've talked to him a bunch and I vouch 
for the city wherever I go." 

Hertl: "Gaudreau to Columbus. We would all hear rumors 
about how much he might sign for and that he could get even 
more money from other teams. He got to Columbus, which I 
don't think anyone expected." 

Thomas: "The biggest trade was the Tkachuk and 
Huberdeau trade. That was a pretty big blockbuster. As a 
hockey fan, it was pretty exciting to see. I think [Tkachuk] is 
going to love it down there, that's for sure [laughs]." 

Danault: "I'll go with my team: Kevin Fiala. I was surprised by 
that trade, to be honest, and then we gave him seven years 
on a big contract. It's clear that [GM Rob Blake] wants to win. 
And Fiala is one of those pieces that you need to win." 

Jared McCann, Seattle Kraken: "The trade was definitely 
Oliver Bjorkstrand [to Seattle]. That was a steal. That guy is 

so underrated. He's so good. We're very, very excited to 
have him." 

Staal: "The Huberdeau one. You just don't see big names 
like that, with the cap and all of that fun stuff, get moved. So 
it was very unique." 

Jacob Trouba, New York Rangers: "The Brent Burns trade. 
Carolina made some big moves this summer." 

What team -- other than your own -- are you most excited to 
watch this season? 

Brady Tkachuk, Ottawa Senators: "Even though they're in 
our division, I'll say Florida, just for personal reasons. I'm 
excited to see Matthew's success to come." 

Quinn Hughes: "I have a lot of fun watching the Devils 
because my brother's there!" 

Stone: "Probably Florida. I'm close with Brady and the 
Tkachuk family and with Matthew going there, it's a whole 
new look for that team. I'm fascinated to see how they react." 

Huberdeau: "I don't really like to follow any teams." 

Suzuki: "Probably Calgary, actually. Losing Gaudreau and 
Tkachuk. I think they made a bunch of good moves and 
there are a lot of good players there." 

Oettinger: "Ottawa. I know Brady [Tkachuk] from Boston 
University. I've never gotten a chance to play against him, so 
I'm excited. They've got a lot of good young talent. It'll be fun. 
Maybe not run-and-gun, but a high-powered offense." 

Barzal: "Ottawa's pretty enticing to watch. New guys and a 
high-powered offense. We'll see." 

Jack Hughes: "I'm excited to watch Vancouver. I think they 
had a good offseason. And obviously I always follow Quinn. 
They'll be good this year." 

Atkinson: "The Ottawa Senators and Calgary Flames. In 
Calgary, you get rid of some of the best players in the world 
and then you bring in a couple of the best players. So it's 
going to be interesting to see the dynamic in Calgary. And 
then in Ottawa, bringing in [Claude Giroux] and Alex 
DeBrincat, it's good for the game." 

Hertl: "I'm excited to play against Nashville in Prague." 

Thomas: "Ottawa. They added some good pieces and they 
have a ton of good young players. They're going to be an 
exciting team to watch." 

Danault: "I think Montreal, my old team. Just because of 
some of the moves that they've made. Curious to see what 
they're going to have and what direction they're going in." 

McCann: "I always watch Pittsburgh play. Sid and Geno and 
those guys. I wasn't surprised the band stayed together. 
They've done so many amazing things for that organization 
that they deserve to stay together and finish their careers 
there if they choose to." 

Trouba: "The Calgary and Florida trade was such a big one, 
so it's gotta be Calgary. They were a good team last year 
and made some pretty big changes." 
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Which player are you most looking forward to seeing on the 
ice this year? 

Kuemper: "Probably Connor McDavid. He's the most exciting 
guy to watch in the league. Whenever [Edmonton] is on, it's 
kind of must-watch TV." 

Matthew Tkachuk: "I'm excited to watch Johnny Gaudreau." 

Jeremy Swayman, Boston Bruins: "McDavid. He's a fun guy 
to watch. He's just so fast. He sees the game so well, and 
you just understand when he has the puck, there is a high 
likelihood of an offensive chance coming. So it's cool to have 
that mindset knowing every time he's on the ice, you're going 
to be ready to face a shot. That goes for every player, right? 
But especially with him." 

Eichel: "I always like watching [Nikita] Kucherov. I just love 
his skill. The way he thinks about the game. You never know 
what you are going to get out of him, but in a good way. He 
can do so many things that just amaze you. I really like 
watching him. Connor is probably a pretty cliché answer, but 
what he does on a night-to-night basis is pretty incredible. So 
I really enjoy watching him play as well." 

Huberdeau: "I would probably say Ovechkin. He's getting to 
800 goals. I think it will be exciting to follow him and see how 
long it takes him." 

Suzuki: "I'll say my buddy Sean Durzi in L.A. I think he is 
going to have a really good year." 

Oettinger: "Mason Marchment. He's looked good in our 
skates so far, and he's a good guy. Loves golf. Fits right in 
with the boys. I think he's going to have a really good year." 

Jack Hughes: "Probably Matty Beniers [of Seattle]. I'm good 
buddies with him. Skate with him all the time this summer. I 
watched him have a great summer. He's a great guy and I 
think he's going to have a great year." 

Hertl: "It's always exciting to watch the very best players. The 
last two years, I've loved watching Cale Makar play back on 
the D. It's not easy to play against him, but it's always fun to 
see him on the ice." 

Thomas: "Jordan Kyrou. He's such a dynamic player. He can 
beat players one-on-one. He's so creative out there. I expect 
him to keep getting better and better." 

McCann: "I always love watching McDavid. He's special. 
When he gets the puck you can see how he finds open ice. 
He's just an amazing skater. You can learn a lot from him by 
watching him on video and the way he skates. But some 
things you can't teach." 

If you could remove or change one rule in the NHL, what 
would it be? 

Kuemper: "Get rid of the trapezoid, so I can play the puck 
everywhere." 

Matthew Tkachuk: "I think 3-on-3 should go until somebody 
scores, no shootout." 

Brady Tkachuk: "The instigator rule." 

Swayman: "Get rid of a rule? I don't know. They have a 
pretty good rule set to be honest. Yeah, I don't mind it. I just 
stop the puck! That's all I care about!" 

Quinn Hughes: "Line changes. Like when there is a whistle 
and the home team gets the last pick [to change their lines]. I 
feel like a lot of times, it gets complicated and it gets mixed 
up. Just go play and if there's a mismatch, there's a 
mismatch." 

Stone: "I know it is a logistical nightmare, but it would be to 
keep playing 3-on-3 [until one team scores]. I'd get rid of 
shootouts as well. The reason I say that is we lost three 
shootouts last year and missed the playoffs! I think we would 
have had a better chance in 3-on-3." 

Eichel: "Probably getting kicked out of faceoffs because I get 
kicked out of a lot of faceoffs." 

Huberdeau: "Probably offside. You can be wherever you 
want in the zone so you don't need to backcheck." 

Suzuki: "Maybe delay of game for shooting the puck over the 
glass. I just don't really like it. It's like no one really tries to 
shoot it over the glass during a game to stop the play. Maybe 
if the rule wasn't there, then guys might do it. I just feel like 
it's something you don't want to do anyway." 

Keller: "Probably the offside review. Just let it happen." 

Oettinger: "More definitive goalie interference rules. Make it 
more cut-and-dry. Every play is different but you never know. 
They can be tough, controversial calls." 

Barzal: [When asked this question, Barzal took out his phone 
and began searching for a document.] "You know what I did? 
I made a list of rules that I would change. Here it is: 'Ideas for 
The Game.' Here's what the league needs to do: The league 
needs to find a way to only have two refs on the ice. The refs 
are in the way all the time. There needs to be a way to have 
the game controlled without officials being in the way. It's 
always happening." 

Jack Hughes: "I hate the coaches' challenges actually. 
They've taken a few goals and points away from me. But at 
the same time, it helps us on the other end. It's somewhat 
annoying, but it helps us win games." 

Thomas: "Traveling dress code. I know it's dependent on 
teams, but it would be nice to just wear a nice pair of jeans 
and a hoodie. That would be amazing." 

McCann: "Please let us change on icings. There were some 
times last year when we were on a two-minute shift and we 
iced the puck and it was really close but it was an icing. It 
would just be nice to get off the ice after that." 

Trouba: "Goalie interference. It's a hard one. Don't get rid of 
it, but there's just too many times when you see something 
that you know is a goal or not a goal and then it goes the 
other way, and you just don't get it. Which isn't good. It can't 
be black and white. I get that. But people should come to the 
same conclusion."
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Wally Tatomir, Hurricanes’ pioneering equipment manager who left 
legacy, dies at 76 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 9:44 PM 

 

In the impending celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina, it’s easy to forget just what a mess 
things were that first season in Greensboro, not just on the ice and in the 
empty stands, but behind the scenes. 

The team was essentially on the road at home, a burden that fell as hard 
on equipment manager Wally Tatomir and his two longtime partners, Bob 
Gorman and Skip Cunningham, than anyone else. Tatomir, who passed 
away Sunday at 76, went to great lengths to make sure none of the 
players noticed. 

“He took a lot of pride in that,” his stepson Mike Beneteau said. “It was 
now his show and he was now in charge and it was going to be a 
professional atmosphere with everything perfect, every towel folded just 
right, every roll of tape in the right place.” 

For then-Hurricanes general manager Jim Rutherford, both during the 
move and at other times, having Tatomir around meant it was one less 
thing he had to worry about. 

“He was always ahead of everything,” Rutherford said. “He was so 
prepared for what the players wanted and what the team needed, there 
really aren’t any stories that jump out at you where he forgot to do 
something or he had to scream to get it done or had to order something 
at the last minute. He was so well prepared. He knew the job inside and 
out and he was ahead of the curve all the time.” 

Tatomir, who grew up in Windsor, Ontario, first met Rutherford when 
Rutherford was playing for the Detroit Red Wings and Tatomir was 
helping out at home games while working for a trucking company. When 
Peter Karmanos hired Rutherford to run his junior hockey teams, 

Rutherford brought Tatomir along. When Karmanos bought the Hartford 
Whalers in 1994, they moved up the ladder together and Tatomir stayed 
until he retired from the Hurricanes in 2012. 

“Windsor’s a small town — it’s not really that big — but it’s steeped in 
hockey tradition,” Karmanos said. “Wally was just really good at what he 
did. Really good, very supportive, and he could be critical when he 
needed to be. Just a good guy to work with. Very talented at what he did. 
Every step of the way, he was able to handle it.” 

He was a fixture of the team’s early years here and an innovator in his 
profession with more than two dozen patents. Even after he retired, he 
never left the game behind. On the day he died, there was an order for 
his custom skate blades from an NHL team waiting to be filled at his 
house in Boone. 

A pioneer in the sharpening and balancing of skate blades, players would 
come to the Hurricanes from other teams and find new life in their legs. 
For a slick-skating player like Bret Hedican, they also found someone 
who spoke their language and could make the minute adjustments that 
allowed them to be at their best. Matt Cullen was such a believer, he 
bought one of Tatomir’s balancing machines to work on his own kids’ 
skates. 

“Wally could replicate what that felt like and make sure it felt like that 
every day,” Hedican said in 2020. “I wanted to kiss him on the forehead.” 

Tatomir wouldn’t have minded that. He was a jovial character who knew 
everyone and was never shy to let them know what he thought, often 
with a puck tucked away somewhere in his tracksuit to throw to an 
unsuspecting kid. Adults too: In the hallway at Toronto’s Air Canada 
Centre outside the visiting locker room where Tatomir and the other 
equipment managers worked, the NHL types who were always hanging 
around would make pilgrImages to seek his counsel. 

“And not only in Toronto,” Rutherford said. “It was everywhere.” 

His four sons all served as his unofficial assistants over the years, 
meeting Tatomir and Cunningham and Gorman at the arena in the early 
hours of the morning to help unload the equipment truck after road 
games or making the first pot of coffee at 6:30 a.m. the morning of a 
home game, long before the players or coaches showed up. 
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“He was a larger than life character,” his son Shane Tatomir said. “When 
we would go to the rink, he would stop and talk to everyone on the way in 
and everyone on the way out.” 

He bought his house outside Boone in 2007 and added to it over the 
years; four years ago, he left Raleigh for Florida, as he had long hoped to 
do, and split his time between the sun and the mountains. After all those 
years of driving equipment trucks, he refused to let anyone move his 
stuff. Shane flew down from Canada to help him move in a truck 
borrowed from the same company that leased the Hurricanes their trucks 
over the years. 

Tatomir had a heart attack in Florida this summer and bounced back 
quickly, but it eventually caught up to him this month and the family was 
able to gather in Boone with him on Sunday. He is survived by his wife 
Constance, sons Shane and Ty, daughter Kim, stepsons Derek and Mike 
Beneteau and 10 grandchildren. Tatomir also had a son, Brandon White, 
from a previous relationship. Funeral arrangements are pending. 

“Really, hockey was his passion,” his widow, Constance, said. “No doubt 
about it. He loved his family and he had a million friends, buddies as he 
would say. Everybody was his buddy. He was just that kind of happy, go-
lucky kind of guy.” 

News Observer LOADED: 09.19.2022 
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One emo or punk song for every NHL team: ‘Why Bother,’ ‘Heartbreak 
No. 53’ and much more angst 

 

Charlie O'Connor, Arthur Staple, Sean Gentille 

19/09/2022 

 

So, we (Arthur Staple, Sean Gentille and Charlie O’Connor) decided this 
had to happen. One emo/punk song for every team as we enter the 
2022-23 season — a track to capture all your emotions about your 
favorite club. These are in no particular order other than how desperate 
we got trying to find a song that worked or how delighted we were with 
our choices. 

If you don’t see your favorite song here, please feel free to add in the 
comments. If you think our picks suck, also hit the comments. Spotify 
playlist embedded at the end. 

New York Rangers 

“The Reasons” — The Weakerthans 

Charlie: It’s not quite fair to call the Rangers a one-man team, but let’s be 
honest – take away Igor Shesterkin last season and they’re not sniffing 
52 wins and a conference final berth. Consider this song a thank you to 
Igor from fans, players and everyone connected with the organization. 
You might roll your eyes at this, Mr. Shesterkin, but they’re all so glad 
that you exist. 

Staple: Keeping Shesterkin upright and happy is priority No. 1 for this 
team. If we were in the U.K., the fans would sing the chorus to this every 
night at The Garden. That would be a delight. 

SG: My initial idea was to find a song with lyrics from Shesterkin’s 
perspective — something about how our narrator was angry over doing 
everything by himself. Charlie’s idea was better, partially because it’d 
remind everyone that we could’ve applied the Weakerthans’ most well-
known song to the Jets and gallantly did not. 

New Jersey Devils 

“Welcome To The Black Parade” — My Chemical Romance 

Staple: This was an easy choice and not just because the Devils have 
wisely taken this on as their theme song. “Give a cheer for all the broken 
/ Listen here, because it’s who we are” – if there’s a better way to 
describe being a Devils fan circa 2022, I haven’t heard it yet. 

SG: Could’ve thrown a dart at a wall full of My Chem songs and not gone 
wrong. The Devils are spooky and from Jersey. That’s shared DNA. Also, 
I distinctly remember listening to the first My Chem record in a Dunkin’ 
Donuts parking lot with my friend Jesse and saying, verbatim, “I think 
they have too many songs about vampires to be popular.” Whoops. 

Charlie: I’m envisioning Lindy Ruff asking Jack Hughes before Game 1 of 
this season if he’s ready to be the savior of the broken, the beaten and 
the damned, and I’m cackling. 

New York Islanders 

“You’re So Last Summer” — Taking Back Sunday 

Staple: Summer of 2021: Lou Lamoriello and the Isles were riding high, 
coming off a second straight Eastern Conference final, keeping contracts 
secret, the whole deal. Summer of 2022: Heads are called for, the 
secrecy isn’t so cute anymore. You’re a touch overrated – maybe so. 
TBS are Islanders too, so how could we not? 

SG: Picking a non-Long Island band here would’ve been a disgrace. I 
assume Arthur said “If I’m just bad news, then you’re a liar” to Lamoriello 
last year when he had a desk full of unannounced contract extensions. 

Charlie: You know, this song also kind of works as a semi-breakup song 
for Lou and Barry Trotz, with the latter screaming the chorus back at the 
former. I have trouble imagining Trotz swinging a mic at a presser Adam 
Lazzara-style, though. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

“You’re Never Going Out Of Style” — Teenage Bottlerocket 

Staple: Sid, Geno, Tanger … together basically since every reference in 
this one was hip. I have no idea if they’ll be any good this year since 
we’ve all been predicting the Pitt crash for a few years now, but those 
three are like “The Humpty Dance” checked in this track: Familiar. 
Comforting. A little dated, but it still works. 

SG: Are we sure Sidney Crosby never owned a pair of JNCOs? Are we 
certain? 

Charlie: Easier to imagine: Crosby wearing JNCOs, or Malkin in a 
Members Only jacket? 

Philadelphia Flyers 

“Self-Destruction (As A Sensible Career Choice)” — Spanish Love Songs 

Charlie: I’ve been yelling from the mountaintops – OK, mostly just on 
Twitter – for the past two years that this is the only choice for the Flyers’ 
theme song. The first line is literally “Well, all I hear is ‘patience,’” which 
essentially was GM Ron Hextall’s (ultimately fruitless) mantra to the fans 
for half a decade. Now, after building a roster that has embarrassed itself 
on the ice for two consecutive seasons, Chuck Fletcher is left needing 
about “30 goddamn miracles” for this team to return to legitimate 
contention. And come on – the chorus is basically just angry Flyers fans 
screaming at the one poor remaining foolish optimist left. “It won’t be this 
bleak forever?” Yeah right. Have you seen the Flyers lately? 

Staple: Chance that Torts says “need about 30 goddamn miracles” in a 
postgame presser this season? 93.1 percent. 

SG: “I’ll die here in the Midwest” will apply when they’re in Columbus, 
finishing up their eighth loss in 11 games. 

Washington Capitals 

“At Your Funeral” — Saves The Day 

Staple: Another Metro team whose demise keeps being forecast. They 
can be so much fun though. “I’d offer you my hand / It would hurt too 
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much to watch you die” – no one wants to see the Ovechkin era end just 
yet. Well, maybe some other teams’ fans do. 

Charlie: Flyers fans certainly thought they were going to be singing the 
requiem as the Caps slowly faded from relevancy while their team 
ascended. Welp. 

SG: I’ll eulogize the Caps when Alex Ovechkin is living in Moscow full 
time and not a second before. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

“I’m A Loner Dottie, A Rebel” — The Get Up Kids 

Staple: The Canes zig when everyone else zags. They snap up 
interesting free agents or make cool trades, then they change a year 
later. They’re the internet darlings of the NHL but somehow always out of 
reach. “I won’t come back / I hope you’ll understand” – they just leave us 
all wanting more. 

SG: A couple more playoff series losses may, indeed, mean the rest of 
their lives. 

Charlie: If they follow the actual path of The Get Up Kids, they’ll watch 
the next wave of teams following their model for success actually be the 
ones who grab the brass ring, while they just miss out on the ultimate 
reward. So what, does that make the Avalanche … Fall Out Boy? Stay 
tuned. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

“Doublewhiskeycokenoice” — Dillinger Four 

SG: One of the great “alright, let’s get this going” songs of all time. A 
Johnny Jump-Up, in addition to being a lovely thing and what the Blue 
Jackets got themselves over the summer, is Jameson and cider. Also, 
Green Day ripped off the intro to this song for “American Idiot.” Not in a 
“these songs just sound similar” way, either. It’s flagrant. 

Staple: “I got a basement full of booze / And some blues to lose” – the 
Jackets deserve a little sunshine after all the desertions. 

Charlie: D4 being a classic midwestern punk band is just the icing on the 
cake for this one. I feel like Jake Voracek, being a huge Springsteen guy, 
would find something to appreciate here too. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

“Where The Lightning Strikes Twice” — Foxing 

Charlie: The Lightning are utter cowards for not making this their theme 
song during their 2021 run to a second straight title. Try to tell me that the 
song’s “Knights of Cydonia”-lite vibe wouldn’t have played well in an 
arena, too. You can’t. Cowards, I say. 

Staple: “With everything we gave it / It’s hard not to feel devastated” – 
maybe not the most inspiring rallying cry after the three-peat fell short 
last year, but they’ll be back. 

SG: It took us too long to land on this one. 

Florida Panthers 

“Scott Pilgrim vs. My GPA” — Mom Jeans 

SG: “It’s hard for me to see exactly / where the hell I went wrong,” are the 
words of a baffled, dumped guy. Sounds like Andrew Brunette, Jonathan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar to me. 

Staple: “I’ve given up on luck” – with Tampa and Toronto there, somehow 
it feels like the Panthers need some major good fortune to make it out of 
this division. Like, ever. 

Charlie: The closing “I sleep well alone now” mantra could also be Aaron 
Ekblad trying desperately to convince himself that he’ll be just fine 
propping up a pretty underwhelming blue-line corps on paper with 
Weegar now gone. 

Buffalo Sabres 

“Planning a Prison Break” – The Receiving End of Sirens 

Charlie: Let’s be honest, the Sabres have been planning their prison 
break from the league’s basement for nearly a decade now. Might this 
particular attempt actually be the clean getaway their fans so desperately 
want it to be? 

Staple: Feel like Sabres fans have been quietly saying “This is the last 
night in my body” for a while. 

SG: If this is Charlie comparing Buffalo to a prison, I simply won’t stand 
for it. 

Boston Bruins 

“Looking Good” — Grumpster 

Staple: Love this one because the song title implies things are fine, but 
the song does the opposite … kind of like how the Bruins, with their core 
still intact, may just crumble under the weight of major injuries and getting 
old. “Any second now I could blow this up / It’s not looking good for us” – 
maybe a new coach can keep this thing together. Maybe. 

Charlie: “How do you sleep at night knowing what you’ve done” brings 
me back to Don Sweeney’s classic bungling of three straight first-round 
picks in 2015. Truly a legendary moment in bad drafting. 

SG: “Any second now I could blow this up” could apply to several 
different folks within the organization. Patrice Bergeron had the 
opportunity over the summer but passed. 

Montreal Canadiens 

“Heartbeat in the Brain” — The World Is A Beautiful Place & I Am No 
Longer Afraid To Die 

SG: “Making some promises like ‘I’ll see you again’ / So when will I see 
you again?” is as uncertain as it gets — as is Carey Price’s future. 

Staple: I think Price’s future is pretty certain there, buddy. This is a nice 
track though. 

Charlie: Love going with The World is a Beautiful Place & I Am No 
Longer Afraid To Die as the band for the Montreal Canadiens. It’s 
perhaps in the only current band name as long as the Habs’ average 
pregame ceremony. 

Detroit Red Wings 

“The D in Detroit” — The Anniversary 

SG: This would’ve worked a little better last season — the Red Wings’ 
“D” is a little less scary now that we’re in the Moritz Seider era — but hoo 
boy, that’s a lot of money for Ben Chiarot. 

Staple: Maybe it’s scary in a good way? These guys could be … better at 
least. That’s something. 

Charlie: At the very least, Seider is pretty scary, and not just because 
he’s really good. “We collide, and onward we fly” is a pretty solid way to 
describe his brand of physicality plus high-end skill on the back end. 

Ottawa Senators 

“The Middle” — Jimmy Eat World 

Charlie: The Senators clearly aren’t a bad team anymore. But they might 
not be a good team quite just yet. They’re … in the middle. Perfect for the 
peppy Jimmy Eat World megahit that exudes the newfound positivity 
surrounding the team while also acknowledging that it still might take 
some time for them to put it all together. But everything will be alright … 
right? 

SG: This is good advice that a solid chunk of Sens fans is not going to 
follow. 
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Staple: If the Sens were to go full Devils and make this their theme song 
for 22-23, that would be bold. And tremendous. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

We couldn’t pick just one for everyone’s favorite team, so each of our 
choices is below. 

“The Obituaries” — The Menzingers 

Charlie: A fan suggested to me last year that the Flyers use the chorus of 
“The Obituaries” as their new goal song; sure, it was never going to 
happen, and the Wells Fargo Center would have had to bleep out the 
best parts anyway. But the profane chorus is perfect as a Toronto Maple 
Leafs fan theme. Hey, the Leafs always do. 

“Heartbreak No. 53” — Mikey Erg 

Staple: Technically we’re on Heartbreak No. 55 or so, right? All three of 
us came up with Leafs choices basically within seconds and none of 
them are hopeful. Maybe that says more about us than them. I mean, 
they’re gonna be good. It’s just a matter of what comes next. 

“100 Resolutions” — The Lawrence Arms 

SG: This entire song is about trying to convince yourself that everything 
will be different — including yourself — because the calendar just 
changed. Not difficult. 

Minnesota Wild 

“Waiting Room” — Fugazi 

Staple: I picture our Mike Russo playing this one on a loop after the latest 
first-round exit. “I am a patient boy / I wait I wait I wait I wait” – he and the 
fans have been singing this one for a long, long time. 

SG: The appointment has been on the books since 2012, and the line is 
long. 

Charlie: What happens first? Fugazi plays a reunion show, or the Wild 
finally make it back to a conference final? 

St. Louis Blues 

“Hey Look Ma I Made It” – Panic! At The Disco 

Staple: This team feels like a perennial contender now, something I 
never thought I’d say about them. They’ve got their kids locked up for a 
while, Vladimir Tarasenko might even want to stay and they just chug 
along among the elite. Maybe they can’t get past the Avs, but this is still 
not your big brother’s Blues. 

Charlie: My primary issue with this one at first glance is that the Blues 
just didn’t strike me as flashy enough for the extravagance of Panic! At 
The Disco and Brendan Urie, but it turns out they scored only one fewer 
goal last season than the star-powered Avs. Learn something new every 
day. 

SG: If Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou haven’t scheduled a karaoke 
duet for this, they should. I bet the Panic! At The Disco guy hasn’t made 
$65 million. 

Winnipeg Jets 

“Why Bother” — Weezer 

Charlie: Lots of ways this one works. First, as a nod to how many high-
profile players leave for perceived “better” locales and break the hearts of 
the diehard Jet fans. Second, a commentary on both incarnations of the 
team’s inability to win a Stanley Cup. And finally, the fact that the first 
Jets team did actually desert Winnipeg, leaving them without an NHL 
club for a decade and a half. Somehow, the Jets find about as many 
ways to hurt Winnipeggers as Rivers Cuomo hurts still-loyal Weezer 
fans. 

SG: Let me guess — “It’s gonna kill when you desert me” is the 
defensive zone singing to Mark Scheifele. 

Staple: God, there are about half a dozen “Blue Album”/”Pinkerton” 
tracks that feel like they’re about the Jets right now. If early Weezer 
blends well with your hockey team, run. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

“All That’s Left” — Thrice 

Charlie: A ghost is indeed all that’s left of their glory days. Well, I guess 
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane remain … for now. 

SG: Is it a ghost, or is it Patrick Kane? 

Staple: “We are the dead” – too bad no one will be there to see it by the 
end of this season. 

Colorado Avalanche 

“My Songs Know What You Did in the Dark” – Fall Out Boy 

Charlie: The Avalanche score a lot of goals, and given the quality of their 
core, are going to be extremely annoying for every other team in hockey 
for the foreseeable future. Light ’em up, indeed. 

SG: Passing on other comments to note that this stupid song is nine 
years old already. Fall Out Boy is due for another set of songs designed 
to be played as commercial bumper music during sporting events. 

Staple: Only took until the 20th track for Gentille to get cranky. I had the 
under. 

Arizona Coyotes 

“Everything I Own Fits In This Backpack” — The Wonder Years 

Staple: “You can’t send us home man / We’ve got no place to go” – the 
Yotes are in the wandering-in-the-desert phase right now. Also, I hear the 
new building is tiny, so this thing works on levels. 

SG: Ah yes, a classic of the “life on the road sort of sucks” genre. Not 
ideal for it to be applicable to a professional sports team. 

Charlie: As much as I think the Flyers song fits their current state, I have 
to say, I’m a bit annoyed that we’ve given the local Philly area legends to 
a team in the desert. 

Dallas Stars 

“Minor Threat” — Minor Threat 

Staple: The Stars feel kind of meh, but maybe they’re laying in the weeds 
a little in what could be the toughest division to crack. “Pay no mind to 
us” – that’s what they want you to think. 

SG: I’m banking on Rick Bowness’ exit to make the Stars a marginally 
more major threat. 

Charlie: After an 81-point season at age 37, Joe Pavelski has definitely 
earned the line, “It’s not how old I am, it’s how old I feel.” I guess the 
much younger Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn duo can adopt it for the 
opposite reason. 

Nashville Predators 

“Trusty Chords” — Hot Water Music 

SG: “I might need a sedative, but I hate the taste of medicine.” David 
Poile refuses to rebuild, even though (on some level) he knows he 
should. 

Staple: “You’ll get it right sometime, you will” – yeah, maybe, but when? 

Charlie: Chuck Ragan’s solo music absolutely fits in Nashville, so this 
one works from a spiritual sense musically, too. 

Edmonton Oilers 

“I Love You So Much It’s Killing Us Both” — Jawbreaker 
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Staple: The hockey world wants it so bad for Connor McDavid it feels like 
everyone is now that adorable couple from the fan photo with McDavid 
that went viral a few years back. Somehow it just never works out. “I want 
to call you and tell you that I’m a fan” – we get it, we get it. Let the guy 
breathe a little. 

Charlie: “All my friends know better but I can’t quite hear them,” except 
the narrator is Peter Chiarelli and all of his friends were, well, the entire 
internet-based hockey community. 

SG: “I don’t think I hate you enough to commit you to me” is something 
the Oilers front office should’ve said to Connor McDavid before his last 
contract extension. They didn’t, and now here we are. 

Calgary Flames 

“Never Meant” – American Football 

SG: One tweak to one of the best breakup songs (and songs period) in 
the history of the genre, as it applies to Johnny Gaudreau and the 
Flames: The night they realized they were falling out of love was 
sometime in June, not autumn. And Gaudreau realized it first. 

Staple: “Cause you can’t miss what you forget” – maybe Johnny Hockey 
and the city of Calgary can just move right on. I’m sure the fans will be 
fine with that idea. 

Charlie: They certainly tried to fill in the hole in their heart left by 
Gaudreau with an immediate splashy rebound relationship, and I’m not 
sure there’s anything more classically emo than that. 

Vancouver Canucks 

“That’s What You Get” — Paramore 

Charlie: The Canucks are a team with some really good players that can 
never seem to stop themselves from shooting themselves in the foot by 
giving out contracts far too long and too expensive to players they 
irrationally really, really like. In other words, they constantly let their heart 
win. “I drowned out all my sense with the sound of its beating” sums up 
the Jim Benning era, and “Why do we like to hurt so much?” could be the 
slogan for the entire fanbase. 

SG: I like this one. Jim Rutherford’s heart won when he didn’t move J.T. 
Miller, and Miller’s heart/wallet just took Round 2. A divorce probably 
would’ve been better for everyone. 

Staple: The Canucks’ emo playlist is a mile long. So much drama with 
these guys. 

Los Angeles Kings 

“Brains” — Marietta 

SG: “Maybe I’m just ancient to my old friends / Or maybe I’m just making 
things up“— that’s what Drew Doughty, Anze Kopitar and Jonathan 
Quick say in a locker room filled with 23-year-olds. 

Staple: Feel like these guys are gonna be good real soon and we won’t 
be able to make fun of them for hanging on too long. 

Charlie: Unlike Arizona taking The Wonder Years from us, I can more 
easily accept the Kings nabbing Marietta here, given the whole “Philly 
West” thing back in the early 2010s. They got Richards and Carter, why 
not one of our old underground emo bands too? 

San Jose Sharks 

“Who’s Gonna Save Us?” — The Living End 

Charlie: As someone who covers the Flyers, I feel like I’m uniquely 
qualified to state that I don’t think there’s a team in a more hopeless 
situation right now than the Sharks. I guess they’re just going to have to 
wait out those Erik Karlsson and Marc-Edouard Vlasic contracts? Yup, 
this franchise needs saving. 

SG: I like this one. “Maybe Mike Grier can fix this” is the best anyone 
around this team can muster. 

Staple: “We’re under powered now” says a lot. 

Anaheim Ducks 

“Think I’m Still In Love With You” — Joyce Manor 

SG: I’m imagining Pat Verbeek looking at his roster after an impressively 
bloodless teardown and saying, “Look at me now, there’s nothing else 
left to break.” 

Charlie: This is about them trading Derek Grant at the deadline back in 
2020 only to quickly re-sign him the next offseason, right? Or maybe their 
unwillingness so far to find John Gibson a new home? 

Staple: Wondering if “Nothing I could do or say / Is ever gonna make you 
want to stay” will be ringing in our ears when the Trevor Zegras/Troy 
Terry extension talks start. 

Seattle Kraken 

“An Introduction to the Album” – The Hotelier 

Charlie: The Kraken are just getting started as an NHL team, making 
them the perfect candidate for an intro song that really isn’t. And also, 
this allows me to take a shot at their underwhelming approach to the 
expansion draft last summer, with the song’s closing line: “I had a chance 
to construct something beautiful and I choked, I choked, I CHOKED.” 

SG: Are we applying “You shot from the hip and missed” to the 
expansion draft overall or giving more than $35 million to Philipp 
Grubauer? Doesn’t matter. This one works. 

Staple: I’m not as down on the Seattle expansion draft experience as 
others, but the Kraken are certainly in prime emo phase right now. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

“Sugar, We’re Goin Down” — Fall Out Boy 

Staple: “Am I more than you bargained for yet?” What a ride for these 
guys. Feels like it’s about to come apart though, and it could be a wild 
time on the way down. 

Charlie: Nah, the bargaining line is a reference to them constantly 
exceeding the collectively-bargained salary cap ceiling. 

SG: Can you go down in an earlier round if you don’t make the playoffs? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Sutter focused on bigger things than getting 
revenge vs. Oilers 

 

Mark Spector 

September 18, 2022, 9:03 PM 

 

PENTICTON, B.C. — Darryl Sutter eschews the comfy, curtained-off 
Calgary Flames team viewing area with tables, chairs and snacks, 
preferring to lean on the rail high in a corner of the South Okanagan 
Entertainment Centre. 

One foot up on the bottom rail, arms folded on the top rail, he’s watching 
the Calgary Flames and Edmonton Oilers rookies like a guy at a livestock 
auction. Quietly, he cheers for the kids who come off a farm, or from a 
flyover town like Viking or Shaunavon, a disappearing breed at these 
tournaments as the price of minor hockey and the advent of expensive 
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academies slowly limits families like Lou and Grace Sutter's from NHL 
participation. 

"Those are the kids you pull for," he smiles. "The small-town kids, and 
the guys who weren’t drafted." 

For a guy who is Alberta through and through, coaching in last spring’s 
Battle of Alberta was special — even if it didn’t go the way of the Calgary 
Flames. But Sutter never has been an "us and them" guy when it comes 
to the Flames and Oilers, and he loved it when folks in town stopped him 
to chat about the first playoff Battle in 31 years. 

"There was a time when people talked about one (team) but not the 
other, and there was a time when they didn’t talk about either. We’ve 
been there," he says, raising an eyebrow and nudging the guy from 
Edmonton. "Just to get us both back in and then be able to play each 
other was so unique and special, and it doesn't happen very often. 
Everyone goes, 'Well, wait ’til next year,' but you might not play each 
other for another long time. Our division is getting stronger." 

So, while we’re on the topic, what went wrong last spring for the Flames, 
Darryl, in that five-game ouster at the hands of the Oilers? 

"We didn’t match up that well," he says, matter-of-factly. "Once Chris 
Tanev got hurt I think our young pair, Noah (Hanifin) and Rasmus 
(Andersson), that was a lot to take on. Shilly (Oliver Kylington) and Z 
(Nikita Zadorov) both played with a separated shoulder and broken ribs, 
Tanny was out… You’re down to the short strokes, and that’s what 
happens in the playoffs, the further you go." 

"The top of your lineup has got to be really healthy — that’s how good 
teams win," he adds. "It wasn’t 'what went wrong?' at all. I mean, that’s 
playoff hockey." 

He also watched Leon Draisaitl pile up 15 points in five games while 
limping around on a high ankle sprain. 

"Those kids were banged up too," he said of the Oilers. "But the 
difference is that their top end was better than ours. Seriously." 

A big chunk of Sutter’s “top end” left town this summer when Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk moved on. You get the feeling that 
Sutter didn’t spend a lot of time crying into his pillow over the departures. 

"I wasn’t surprised or disappointed," he said. "Guys have career years, 
they’re unrestricted players, and they go. It’s not like we broke up the 
band. All the guys who came in had career years (last year)." 

The beauty of the job done by Flames general manager Brad Treliving is 
that he basically saved the Battle of Alberta. With Gaudreau walking and 
Tkachuk stating he would not sign, a Flames roster that simply could not 
handle Edmonton last spring could have been even further depleted. 

But the consensus among hockey folks gathered here in Penticton is 
that, though Calgary may not be a 111-point regular season team again, 
Nazem Kadri, Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar make the 
Flames a more formidable playoff opponent. 

There is only one problem, of course, about broaching that theory with 
the Flames head coach. 

"You gotta make it," Sutter said. “All the experts pick these guys, or these 
guys…. You know, you’ve got to make the playoffs." 

Come on, Darryl. 

We all know that the Oilers path to success is going to go through 
Calgary. And that the Flames aren’t going to get anywhere unless they 
figure out how to handle Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

"Totally irrelevant," spits Sutter. 

How come? 

"Because I know how to win, and it's not about beating one team. 
Edmonton beat Calgary last year, but did it help them win Stanley Cup? 

You have to get through the best team in your conference at the end of 
the day. That’s how you win a championship." 

"To win championships, you need goaltending, top-four defencemen — 
and one has to be a stud. And then you've got to be great down the 
middle. The last thing that comes is winning," he adds. "If you say we 
had a really good season last year, yeah, we did. We gained some 
respectability back in terms of how you have to play to be successful. 

"But the way you win championships is, you have to make the playoffs 
over and over and over." 

And get by Edmonton — or vice versa — over, and over and over. 

We can only hope last spring was the start of something, not just a one-
off. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Klimovich looks to set the tone for a better 
season early with Young Stars play 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

September 18, 2022, 9:50 PM 

 

PENTICTON, B.C. – Danila Klimovich is far from a Grade-A prospect, but 
is still one of the Vancouver Canucks’ best. 

And he played like it on Sunday in a 4-1 win for the Canucks over the 
Winnipeg Jets’ prospects in the Young Stars tournament, scoring one 
goal and beautifully setting up another for buzzsaw linemate Tristen 
Neilsen. 

The 19-year-old Belarusian, selected 41st overall in the 2020 National 
Hockey League draft, is very much a work in progress. But after a difficult 
rookie season in North America that saw Klimovich play in the American 
Hockey League as a teenager far from home, at least the work is 
progressing. 

“He's a kid,” Canucks minor-league coach Jeremy Colliton said Sunday. 
“It takes time, especially when it's a transition culturally, language. The 
American League is an excellent league. You've got to treat it with 
respect. There's little things that you have to do with and without the 
puck, and if you don't do them, it's hard to play. He is not unlike a lot of 
other young players who need to learn those lessons and we'll do 
everything we can to help him through it. 

“I thought today he took a step forward. He was just a little harder on the 
puck, stronger on the puck. And when he does that, he's got a heavy 
shot. He's got some vision and made a couple of really nice plays to 
create offence for us. Hopefully he can continue to raise his pace, with 
and without the puck. You can see the tools that are there.” 

Those tools are why the Canucks, who were without first-round picks in 
2020 and 2021 and had only two selections in the top 100, took a chance 
on the raw 210-pound winger. 

After they chose to place Klimovich in the AHL last season rather than let 
him pile up points in junior, the winger looked lost at times and finished 
the year with just eight goals in 62 games. 

The organization wants him to be a key player on a much younger, less 
experienced farm team this season. Klimovich and Neilsen, who is on an 
AHL contract, were probably the best Canuck skaters on Sunday. Goalie 
Ty Young, a fifth-round draft pick in June, stopped 28 of 29 Winnipeg 
shots. 
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Klimovich, who had almost no English when he first came to North 
America, said last season was a “good experience” for him and he needs 
to keep doing what coaches tell him.  

He spent the summer in Vancouver to focus on training and continue his 
transition to a new city, language and caliber of hockey. 

“Here, it's very high level,” he said. “I like (to be) here. I'm getting better 
day to day. Every time I believe in myself. . . more believe in myself 
(than) last season.  Last season, sometimes I, like, doubt.” 

LONG SHOT WITH A SHOT 

Typically, undrafted free agents signed out of junior or college hockey do 
not make the NHL. But Arshdeep Bains doesn’t seem typical. 

Not only was the 21-year-old from Surrey the Western Hockey League’s 
leading scorer last season with 112 points in 68 games for Red Deer, the 
winger has now joined a Canucks organization that is trying to rebuild its 
prospects pool. Their young minor-league team in Abbotsford should 
provide opportunity to players like Bains. 

That opportunity is on display in Penticton, where Bains has been 
deployed on a top line, Friday beside centre Chase Wouters and Sunday 
alongside Nils Aman. Linus Karlsson, the Swedish Hockey League rookie 
of the year who is arguably the Canucks’ top prospect here, was the first-
line right winger in both games. 

In his first game in a Canucks jersey, Bains scored the winning goal in 
Friday’s 3-0 shutout of the Calgary Flames’ prospects. 

“It's been a long couple of months looking forward to this,” Bains said. 
“Getting (the jersey) on, it's pretty special. I've kind of looked forward to it 
my whole life.” 

Wouters, who played in Abbotsford last season after signing as a free 
agent from junior, is another prospect who has looked good in this 
tournament, playing ahead of Canucks draft pick Carson Focht in both 
games. Wouters isn’t even on an NHL deal, having signed a two-year 
AHL extension in June. 

“I think there's a good opportunity for all the young players,” Wouters, 22, 
said. “There are spots available.” 

TIME FOR WOO TO JET  

This looks like a make-it-or-break-it season as a Canucks prospect for 
defenceman Jet Woo, a 37th-overall draft pick from 2018 who has 
scuffled through two AHL campaigns and was being used as a depth 
forward in Abbotsford by the end of last season. 

“These last two years were difficult, with all the scheduling and COVID 
and everything,” Woo, 22, said. “So I've got big expectations for myself 
and for the team. I'm trying to take everything that I've learned these last 
two years and incorporate it. 

“That's hockey — there's a lot of adversity. One day I'm going to laugh at 
this. I want to play in the NHL and enjoy (the journey), so the goal for me 
is to just keep working and building those good habits and make it to the 
NHL one day.” 

The hard-hitting defenceman has played just 70 AHL games in two 
seasons and, with only 13 points to date, shown little of the offensive 
ability that made him a two-way player in junior.  

In Penticton, Woo has been on the top blue-line pairing with Quinn 
Schmiemann, the former Kamloops junior who was a sixth-round NHL 
pick in 2019 but not signed by the Tampa Bay Lightning. Playing for the 
Canucks on an AHL contract, Schmiemann’s poise and passing ability 
stand out among prospects. The 21-year-old had 54 points in 58 WHL 
games with Kamloops last season. 

WORTH REPEATING 

The benefit to reporters covering events like this is not only to have an 
early look at prospects, but to get quality time with key senior members 

of the organization before tension and time demands ramp up with the 
start of training camp. 

There were a lot of strong, candid points Canucks general manager 
Patrik Allvin made in his sit-down interview with Sportsnet that was 
posted on Saturday. 

But this quote is worth remembering: “Everybody's talking about the 
culture, and every day the players have to raise the culture of this team. 
That was my year-end message: This is not good enough, we need to 
find a way to get better and it's on you guys to come prepared and 
change things. You can talk about coaches and all those outside noises, 
but it's up to the players to sacrifice and do what it takes.” 

This is not only an organizational theme for this season but probably the 
single biggest factor that will determine what the team becomes. Can 
their excellent, young players who have endured a lot of losing embrace 
a mindset that their individual achievements matter far less than the 
team’s success, and that they will be judged only by whether the 
Canucks are a playoff team? 

BEAR HUNT 

The Canucks have been trying to upgrade their defence since the end of 
last season and Allvin confirmed to Sportsnet this weekend that the 
mission, which has failed so far, will be ongoing as the regular season 
approaches. 

One name on the Canucks' radar is Carolina Hurricanes right-shot 
defenceman Ethan Bear. The 25-year-old is currently on a one-way, 
$2.2-million contract that will make him a restricted free agent in 2023. 

In his first season since leaving the Edmonton Oilers, Bear had 14 points 
in 58 games while averaging 16:05 of ice time for the Hurricanes, who 
acquired veteran defenceman Brent Burns from the San Jose Sharks in 
July. 

COACHES, COACHES, COACHES 

With their super-sized player-development department, the Canucks 
have had as many as nine or 10 coaches on the ice with players. 

The last two seasons, the player-development staff was mainly Ryan 
Johnson and Chris Higgins. But in May, Allvin hired Mikael Samuelsson 
and Mike Komisarek to instruct prospects, while special advisors Daniel 
and Henrik Sedin moved from management into coaching roles that will 
see them work with players at both the NHL and AHL levels.  

Under Allvin and Johnson, the Canucks’ director of player development 
and minor-league GM, there is also a more comprehensive plan to 
support prospects with other resources for conditioning, skills and mental 
growth. 

“Even when it was me and Higgy and I was trying to run a team (in 
Abbotsford), was my full attention always with it?” Johnson said of player 
development. “No. So this is awesome. Our guys are so excited to be 
together, to work together. We don't just want to build a department, we 
want to build the best department and I feel like we've got the people and 
energy to do that.” 

RELEASE THE KRAKEN? 

Seattle Kraken general manager Ron Francis is in Penticton to scout the 
tournament of Pacific Division rivals. Geography alone would make the 
Kraken a natural fifth team here should Seattle want to participate next 
year. 

But Francis said the Kraken, which is not at anyone’s rookie tournament 
this year due to the expansion club's relatively small volume of available 
prospects, also has an option to join the San Jose Sharks’ six-team event 
in California that includes the five Southwestern NHL clubs, along with 
the Colorado Avalanche. 

Francis, however, cautioned that his organization is still looking at the 
cost and value of running a prospects team and may skip next year’s 
tournaments too.  
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SIMPLE PLEASURES 

Only at a prospects tournament could you see Canucks head coach, 
Bruce Boudreau, sitting in the stands and either pumping his fist or 
bopping his head each time fans chanted “Bruce, there he is!” after a 
Vancouver goal. 
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TSN.CA / Guelph's Allen striving to be first defenceman picked in 2023 
NHL draft 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Cam Allen is aiming to be the first defenceman selected at the 2023 
National Hockey League draft.  

"That's something I'm really striving for," the Guelph Storm blueliner said. 
"It would mean a lot. It would be an honour ... It would be nice to start the 
next step of my career in that way. It'd definitely be a special thing, but 
also just a starting step." 

Allen took a big step toward that goal last season. He produced 37 points 
in 65 games en route to being named the Ontario Hockey League's 
rookie of the year. The 17-year-old from Toronto, who stands 5-foot-11, 
190 pounds, has a good idea of how he can build on that strong 
campaign.  

"It's the little things, positioning and stuff, that really does make a huge 
difference," he said. "The small things, right now, will help me succeed 
the most this season. It's a lot of video work and it's also watching a lot of 
NHLers, because they do it best." 

During a conversation with TSN, Allen explained why Montreal 
Canadiens winger Brendan Gallagher is his favourite player. He also 
detailed his most important leadership moment during the Hlinka Gretzky 
Cup this summer in Red Deer, Alta. where he wore the 'C' for Team 
Canada. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

Who is your favourite NHL player to watch?  

"Well, I mean, for a defenceman it has to be Cale Makar. I always grew 
up a Brendan Gallagher fan because I love the way he plays but, for my 
game, personally, I have to go with Cale Makar. He's so smooth and so 
poised." 

What stands out the most when you watch Makar?  

"It seems like he's always got everything under control. He never looks 
like he's working too hard, but you can tell he's doing everything at a high 
speed. The way he can trick defenders into thinking one thing and then 
doing the other, it's really impressive."  

What do you appreciate about Gallagher's game?  

"I love the way he works. He's just one of those guys who has such a 
visible work ethic. I always loved the way he worked for the team and you 
could just see he would do anything to win and anything for his 
teammates. I love that."  

You scored 13 goals last season. What allowed you to generate so much 
offence?  

"I got the chance to work on the power play a lot so a lot of goals came 
from there. I worked really well with my young D partner Michael 
Buchinger as well. He helped set me up a lot of the time. The chances 
come and you can't force it too much. It's more about letting the game 
come to you and not looking to get points. All the points come when 

you're not expecting it or not really going for it, so to speak. It's more 
natural and comes with the flow of the game."  

    Cam Allen walks in and goes low glove!  @cbcgem | @Storm_City | 
@OHLHockey pic.twitter.com/XsNuWYxmCC 

    — Canadian Hockey League (@CHLHockey) February 6, 2022 

The Storm tweeted out a goal you scored Dec. 10th against Saginaw. A 
shot from the point through traffic. Apparently your favourite goal of the 
year. Why? 

"Mostly because it was a huge goal for our team [sparking a comeback 
win from 3-0 down], but as a defenceman it's not easy to get pucks 
through from out there, especially when you're not in the middle of the 
ice. I was more to the right side of the ice there. That's something I tried 
to perfect in my game is getting pucks in from the point and it's a difficult 
to master. It was a huge goal for our team as well so, yeah, definitely my 
favourite from last season."  

    Memory Mondays! Here is Cam Allen's favourite goal of the 2021-2022 
season.#StormCity | #IamtheStorm pic.twitter.com/ZvUT9smACJ 

    — Guelph Storm (@Storm_City) June 13, 2022 

Gordie Howe hat tricks are becoming rarer and rarer these days. What 
was it like to record a goal, assist and fight on Feb. 25 against Windsor? 

"At the time I didn't even know I got it. I wasn't really thinking about that. 
There's so many emotions in the game. The first thing I got was the fight. 
After that sometimes it's hard to get your mind back in the game so, for 
me, that's what stood out. I was able to get my mind back at ease and 
focus on the game ahead of me."  

What led to the fight with James Jodoin?  

"Sometimes on the bench I'm not very happy with my game and over the 
years I've been able to use that anger to drive my game ... We weren't 
playing well at that point. It was in the first period and we were down 1-0 
and then Ryan McGuire on our team fought and then in the corner a guy 
wanted to fight so I dropped the gloves. It wasn't my greatest fight, but it 
did boost our team. We ended up winning and I don't think they scored 
another goal after that. Looking back at it, I mean, was it worth it? I'd say 
so. It's about the moment and pent up anger and aggression."  

    James Jodoin vs Cameron Allen from the Windsor Spitfires at Guelph 
Storm game on Feb 25, 2022 https://t.co/JuDsBC54rN 

    — hockeyfights (@hockeyfights) February 26, 2022 

Where does your competitiveness come from?  

"I've always been really competitive in anything I do even in gym class. 
You can ask some of my classmates, they'll get a good laugh out of that. 
Everything I do I want to win. There's definitely pros and cons to that, but 
when it comes to hockey it's definitely helped me. A lot of it is being able 
to handle the anger that happens on the ice and the different emotions. I 
have grown a lot in that way, but there's always room for improvement. It 
does help me in a lot of ways when you do have that passion, which 
might come from anger or whatever you want to call it. There are huge 
advantages to it in the game."  

You captained Team Canada to a gold medal at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup. 
What did you take from that experience?  

"It was an incredible experience playing with the best guys in Canada. It's 
just an unbelievable feeling. There's so many leaders in the room that it 
didn't make my job too hard as captain. I got to play my game and say a 
few words here and there. There's so many guys in there who want to 
win just as badly as I do and will do anything to win so you don't need to 
tell those guys to work hard or pick up the pace because they're always 
playing at the highest pace they can. I learned a lot. Great coaches and 
great teammates and it was really cool playing teams from other counties 
and playing internationally. That was my first experience with that so I 
took a lot away from the different styles of game that there were."  
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What was your best leadership moment at the tournament?  

"It's always when your team's not playing very well ... it's just getting the 
guys back levelheaded. You have a bad period, but it doesn't mean that 
you're going to lose. You don't want to try and make up for what 
happened, you just want to get back to where you were. Just forget about 
that period and come back working as hard as you can, playing as a 
team and doing what we know we could."  

When did you speak up with that message?  

"Against Sweden [in the gold-medal game], it was the first time when we 
were tied in a game other than at 0-0. As much as we had the game 
under control maybe some guys were feeling a little uneasy after the first 
period. It's just saying, 'We're the better team. We know we are. We beat 
them previously in the tournament and there's no one that's more ready 
for this moment than we are.' We went into the second period with that 
mindset, played with a lot of confidence and took over."  

    Congratulations to Team Canada captain Cam Allen on a gold medal 
at the @HlinkaMemorial #GuelphForever pic.twitter.com/hIMVVZWU8s 

    — Guelph Storm Trackers (@Storm_City_Fans) August 7, 2022 

You're a Toronto kid, but cheer for the Canadiens. How'd that happen?  

"My grandfather is from Montreal so my grandparents on my mom's side 
got me on Montreal pretty early. On my dad's side, they're not too happy 
about it because they're all Leafs fans. I used to really despise the Leafs 
but now, being from Toronto, I've learned to have a little soft spot for the 
Leafs. I'll cheer for them once Montreal is out, but when they go head to 
head I'm always going for the Habs."   

What was the playoff series like in 2021?  

"I was so happy. There was no better feeling than when Montreal won 
that. That was probably one of the highlights of my life, to be honest." 
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