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Carolina Hurricanes announce roster and schedule for preseason training camp 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes will open preseason training camp 
with 47 skaters and six goalies, the team announced 
Tuesday. 

The Canes released their camp roster and schedule, with the 
on-ice sessions set to begin Thursday at 9 a.m. at PNC 
Arena. The players will have team testing and physicals on 
Wednesday. 

The roster will be split into two groups for the start of camp 
— Teams C1 and C2. The sessions will be held both at PNC 

Arena and Invisalign Arena, the team’s practice facility in 
Morrisville. 

One player not listed on the camp roster is defenseman Jake 
Gardiner, who missed last season after surgery on his hip 
and back. 

The Hurricanes, who won the Metropolitan Division last 
season, open their preseason schedule Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
against Tampa Bay at PNC Arena. 

Carolina has six preseason exhibition games before the 
season opener Oct. 12 against Columbus at home.

 

 

 

Gaudreau, Leafs goalies and more: Rating the East’s offseason headlines in the Bizarro-
meter 

By Sean McIndoe 

On Tuesday, we dusted off the offseason bizarro-meter and 
gave it a good workout going through the Western 
Conference. We looked at some big swings in Calgary, an 
international drama involving Minnesota, a deposed captain 
in Winnipeg, and lots more. It got weird, which is kind of the 
entire point. 

Today, it’s the East. As always, we’re ranking each team by 
how bizarre their offseason was, with the important caveat 
that “bizarre” does not necessarily mean “bad.” We want the 
teams that surprised us, whether that was with something 
positive, negative or somewhere in between. 

We’ll go by divisions, starting in the Metro and working our 
way from the least to most bizarre. 

Metro Division 

New York Rangers 

The offseason so far: It was mostly a status quo offseason 
after last year’s far more newsworthy summer. They did 
trade Alexandar Georgiev to Colorado and Nils Lundkvist to 
Dallas, re-signed Kaapo Kakko on a tidy bridge deal, lost 
Ryan Strome and Andrew Copp to free agency, and named 
Jacob Trouba captain. 

But their strangest story was: They bet big on Vincent 
Trocheck, no doubt hoping he can duplicate the production 
he had for whatever team it was he played for last year. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 3.8/10. They made some moves, but 
in terms of weirdness, there’s not all that much to see here. 

Washington Capitals 

The offseason so far: They added forward depth in Dylan 
Strome and Connor Brown, but will start the season without 
Tom Wilson and Nicklas Backstrom. 

But their strangest story was: Finally addressing the 
goaltending by trading Vitek Vanecek and signing Darcy 
Kuemper to a big-money deal. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 4.5/10. It’s not often you can find the 
most recent Cup-winning goalie on the UFA market, and the 
Capitals snapped him up. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The offseason so far: They signed Paul Stastny and 
extended Martin Necas, along with a handful of smaller 
moves. Also, they gave Don Waddell a new contract before 
he started interviewing with other teams, which was a nice 
change. 

But their strangest story was: Acquiring Brent Burns and Max 
Pacioretty in exchange for (checks notes) essentially 
nothing. Huh, apparently managing the salary cap has 
benefits. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 5.9/10. It’s not that getting multiple 
free all-stars wasn’t impressive, but after recent offseasons 
the Hurricanes are like the gifted kid who gets an A- on the 
exam. I’m not disappointed, but I know they’re capable of so 
much more. 

New Jersey Devils 

The offseason so far: The perpetual offseason champions 
had another decent summer, albeit one that featured solid 
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additions like Ondrej Palat and Erik Haula instead of any big 
names. On that note, they didn’t get Johnny Gaudreau or 
Matthew Tkachuk, and it sounds like they didn’t get all that 
close, but they would like you to know that they tried. 

But their strangest story was: Knowing they desperately 
needed a goalie, the Devils turned to the Capitals, who also 
desperately needed a goalie, and said “Hey can we have 
your goalie?” Problem solved, I guess. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.1/10. They also hired Jack Adams 
finalist Andrew Brunette as “associate coach,” which I guess 
sounds better than “guy we’re promoting when we fire Lindy 
Ruff in early-November.” 

New York Islanders 

The offseason so far: [tumbleweed full of chirping crickets 
blows by] 

OK, they weren’t completely absent, but it felt that way. That 
was especially true when it came to Johnny Gaudreau, who 
we figured would have some interest in playing close to 
home, or maybe a late-summer Nazem Kadri signing. The 
Isles didn’t have the cap room, and couldn’t find it in time. 

But their strangest story was: Watching a big chunk of the 
fan base finally turn on Lou Lamoriello. The guy has been 
bulletproof for a long time, and you can understand why 
given what he did in New Jersey. He’s always been a bit of 
an eccentric character, and that plays when you’re winning. 
But when you whiff on improving a so-called contender that 
just missed the playoffs, patience starts to wear thin. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.4/10. It’s been a tough year for 
Islander fans. Let’s maybe give them a home game in 
October this year, just as a treat. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

The offseason so far: They hired John Tortorella, drafted a 
dude named Cutter, and signed a few veterans. They also 
bought out Oskar Lindblom, who is an inspirational hero, and 
traded for Tony DeAngelo, who is not. 

But their strangest story was: Admitting that they didn’t even 
try to land hometown boy Johnny Gaudreau because it was 
too hard. You’re not supposed to say that stuff out loud, 
guys! 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.7/10. Between Tortorella and the 
roster and the cap crunch and the exasperation of the fan 
base, the trainwreck potential here is off the charts. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The offseason so far: They traded for Jeff Petry and moved 
on from John Marino. But the big story was always going to 
be their own pending free agents, as they had to figure out if 
they could bring back Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang and Bryan 
Rust. We all assumed Rust would be a strong third on the 
priority list, so when they signed him first it looked like one or 
both of Malkin and Letang might leave. As time went on, it 
became clear that would be happening, and the Penguins’ 
core would finally be broken up for the first time in a 
generation. 

But their strangest story was: They ended up signing Letang 
and Malkin after all. So, never mind I guess. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.8/10. The Malkin stuff was 
especially weird, but all’s well that ends well. They kept the 
band together, let’s see if they can still play. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The offseason so far: They signed Erik Gudbranson and re-
signed Patrik Laine, both for a little too much money. I think 
that was pretty much it. 

But their strangest story was: Oh right, they also signed the 
single biggest star on the UFA market. And all things 
considered, they got him at a very reasonable price, despite 
nobody even thinking they were in the running. Not bad, 
considering he didn’t even visit the city until the deal was 
already done. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.8/10. This one’s a bit tough 
because, from the Blue Jackets’ perspective, there was 
nothing especially strange about the Gaudreau signing. One 
of the league’s most exciting players calls up and says he 
wants to play for you, you roll up your sleeves and get the 
deal done, even if you have to shuffle off a good player to 
make room. But the signing was so stunning for the rest of 
us that I have to give it high marks. 

Atlantic Division 

Buffalo Sabres 

The offseason so far: It was, as one fan blog put it, “boring 
and uneventful, but that was a good thing.” There’s a plan in 
Buffalo, and this was a summer where that meant staying the 
course. At least they weren’t selling. 

But their strangest story was: The Tage Thompson extension 
seems dicey for a guy coming off a career-high shooting 
percentage. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 2.7/10. They also tried to trade for 
Matt Murray, but he wouldn’t waive his no-trade clause. Sure 
dodged a bullet there, he said, before taking a big sip of 
water and checking where Murray ended up. 

Detroit Red Wings 

The offseason so far: They signed a whole lot of guys. Some 
of them are good, some of them not so much, and none of 
them are superstars. But GM Steve Yzerman brought in 
enough help that Dom’s model thinks they improved more 
than any other team. That should give new head coach 
Derek Lalonde more to work with than Jeff Blashill had. 

But their strangest story was: Signing David Perron to an 
NHL contract. Wait, only the Blues are allowed to do that! 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 3.5/10. Busy? Absolutely. 
Newsworthy? Sure. But given how long the rebuild has been 
going, the only bizarre thing about Yzerman’s offseason was 
that he waited this long. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The offseason so far: The cap continued to hack away at the 
East’s best team, as they had to trade Ryan McDonagh and 
couldn’t keep Ondrej Palat. 

But their strangest story was: Signing Mikhail Sergachev, 
Anthony Cirelli and Erik Cernak to eight-year extensions, 
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plus seven for pending free agent Nick Paul. That seems like 
a lot, but when you’ve won multiple Stanley Cups, you can 
understand wanting to lock in as many players as you can. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 3.7/10. Those extensions aren’t likely 
to age well, but flags fly forever. 

Boston Bruins 

The offseason so far: It took a while, but they re-signed 
Patrice Bergeron and brought back David Krejci, both on 
team-friendly deals that carry bonuses that won’t hit the cap 
until next year. They also traded for Pavel Zacha from the 
Devils. Oh, and Don Sweeney got an extension. 

But their strangest story was: Firing Bruce Cassidy, one of 
the better coaches in the league. It might work – sometimes, 
even very good coaches wear out their welcome, and it was 
nice to see Jim Montgomery get another shot. But for a team 
that’s clearly trying to squeeze one more run out of an aging 
core, you wonder if they didn’t take a step back behind the 
bench. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 5.4/10. Montgomery will get to prove 
himself early, with a big chunk of the roster out for the start of 
the season. 

Ottawa Senators 

The offseason so far: It was… good? Senators fans are… 
happy? Man, this did get weird. 

There’s no way around it, GM Pierre Dorion had himself a 
summer. He landed Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux, 
dumped most of Matt Murray’s contract, and got several key 
pieces locked up to long-term deals. It maybe wasn’t quite a 
perfect offseason, but for a team that knows what it’s like to 
endure a historically bizarre summer, this was pretty much 
everything they could have hoped for. 

But their strangest story was: Parting ways with Pierre 
McGuire, only because it made all of us go “Oh yeah, I guess 
they did hire Pierre McGuire.” 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.7/10. We’ll see if it translates to a 
playoff push, but either way, a long-suffering fan base 
deserved an offseason of positivity. I stand by the Wilson 
Phillips thing, by the way. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The offseason so far: It was largely what we’ve come to 
expect from a Maple Leafs offseason in the Kyle Dubas era: 
Some painful cap casualties (Ilya Mikheyev), some smart 
bets on cheap depth pieces (including Nicolas Aube-Kubel, 
Zach Aston-Reese and Adam Gaudette), at least one slightly 
more expensive bet they’ll probably regret (Calle Jarnkrok), a 
big name taking a huge hometown discount (Mark 
Giordano), and absolutely no change to the core so don’t 
even ask. No news on the Rasmus Sandin dilemma yet, 
though. 

But their strangest story was: Watching Dubas basically bet 
his job on Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov. Look, it could 

work because goalies are weird and the team in front of them 
matters. But Murray wasn’t good at all in Ottawa, hasn’t had 
a decent season in three years, and now heads to one of the 
league’s most intense markets to replace a popular starter 
on a team facing more pressure to win than just about 
anyone. That’s… certainly a choice. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.5/10. Even months later, the Murray 
gamble feels mind-boggling, especially coming just days 
after the Leafs gave up a first-round pick to undo the Petr 
Mrazek mistake. This is either going to make Dubas look 
very smart, or very unemployed. 

Montreal Canadiens 

The offseason so far: It’s been pretty much nonstop 
headlines for last year’s worst team. They kept Martin St. 
Louis as coach, won the lottery for the first overall pick, didn’t 
use that pick on the player that everyone except Cory 
Pronman thought they’d take, made two big draft floor 
trades, moved the Shea Weber contract, probably closed the 
door on Carey Price’s career, traded Jeff Petry, took Sean 
Monahan’s contract, and named Nick Suzuki captain. Take a 
breath, guys, Arpon might need to sleep. 

But their strangest story was: The never-ending list of 
conditions on the Monahan trade, not to mention the fact that 
it all could mean that the Canadiens just traded for a first-
round pick in 2026. I would watch a full-length documentary 
series just on how those conditions were negotiated. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.7/10. They’re still going to be bad, 
but they weren’t boring. 

Florida Panthers 

The offseason so far: Oh, not much besides following the 
best season in team history with both a coaching change and 
one of the biggest blockbuster trades of the cap era. We 
often criticize teams for resting on their laurels, but after a 
122-point season, you could understand it. Not in Florida, 
though, where a second-round exit obviously wasn’t good 
enough. 

Moving on from Andrew Brunette was surprising. Sending 
both Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar (and a 
first-round pick!) to Calgary in the Matt Tkachuk trade was 
downright shocking. They even got Tkachuk signed to a risky 
but reasonable contract, thanks in part to working out the first 
legitimate sign-and-trade in NHL history. 

Was it smart? I have no idea. But I loved it. 

But their strangest story was: They didn’t win a game in the 
second round, so they replaced Brunette with Paul Maurice, 
who has managed to win a game in the second round in just 
one of his last 12 seasons. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 8.2/10. We didn’t even get into all of 
the useful players they lost in free agency, so they’re almost 
certainly worse. But Bill Zito is going for it instead of playing it 
safe, so he might be my new favorite GM.
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Canes Catch Up: Pashin Goes Lacrosse, A Record 5K & Camp Time 

Pashin plays lacrosse, a record-setting 5K and a look at the 
Training Camp details... 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - One week from today the Carolina 
Hurricanes will play their first preseason game. 

However, before we get there, let's ensure you're caught up 
on all that has transpired recently. 

Prospects Show Growth At Showcase 

The up-and-coming talent of the organization picked up two 
wins in three games this weekend as the organization hosted 
the Prospect Showcase presented by Invisalign for the first 
time. 

After falling to Florida to start the tournament on Friday, the 
group evaded a come-from-behind effort by Nashville 
Sunday before closing things out with a drubbing of Tampa 
Bay. 

Third-year pro Jamieson Rees captained the bunch and was 
one of the standout players of the tournament, posting an 
unofficial four-point game Monday afternoon. The highlight of 
the Showcase though was undoubtedly Alexander Pashin's 
lacrosse-style goal, which he pulled off in the finale against 
the Lightning. 

Record-Breaking 5K 

Over 2,000 people made their way to PNC Arena bright and 
early Sunday morning, making the turnout the biggest in the 
history of the Canes 5K. 

Selling out all available slots for the first time, the event 
included appearances from many Canes players, as well as 
100- and 200-yard dash races for kids on top of the 5K itself. 

Back To The Future 

With the team announcing in late August that their black 
sweaters would become their primaries on home ice, fans 
were curious as to what would be next, if anything, in the 
long history of red jerseys. 

The answer? 

A hybrid of the team's 1997-2013 edition top blended with a 
modern twist. 

Carolina is currently penciled to wear the new top 12 times at 
home this season. 

Time For Camp 

Tuesday morning the organization announced the team's 
roster and schedule for Training Camp presented by 
Invisalign, which begins Thursday. 

The unit will begin with 47 skaters and six goaltenders. In 
addition to the team's contracted players, the list also 
includes: 

 Two PTOs (Professional Tryouts): Calvin de Haan 
and Derek Stepan 

 Three AHL Contract Invitees: Joseph Labate, David 
Farrance and Griffin Mendel 

Also, 16 players that participated in the team's Prospect 
Showcase will be sticking around for the start of main camp. 
Defenseman Jake Gardiner is among those not listed and is 
not expected to join the team. 

Of note, practices that are at Invisalign Arena are open to the 
public.
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Fans will be allowed on field at NHL Stadium Series game between Washington Capitals 
and Carolina Hurricanes in February 

By Greg Wyshynski  

For the first time, the NHL will allow fans to stand on the field 
to watch an outdoor game when the Carolina Hurricanes 
host the Washington Capitals at Raleigh's Carter-Finley 
Stadium in February. 

The league plans to have overflow general admission 
seating in one of the stadium's end zones. Fans will be 
permitted to watch the game while standing on the field, as 
the NHL attempts to recreate the kinds of scenes found in 
the infield at auto races and events such as horse racing's 
Preakness Stakes. The plan is to have the fans slightly off 
the ground -- perhaps a few feet -- in order to allow them a 
better view of the ice. 

The fans will be shielded from flying pucks by protective 
netting. They'll stand around the stage where the NHL will 
have music artists perform before the game and during 
intermission. 

The Stadium Series game is scheduled for Feb. 18. It's the 
first outdoor game for the Hurricanes and the fourth 
appearance for the Capitals. The Hurricanes were originally 
scheduled to host the NHL Stadium Series on Feb. 20, 2021, 
but the event was postponed because of health and safety 
concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It's one of two outdoor games for the NHL in the 2022-23 
regular season. The Boston Bruins will host the 2023 Winter 
Classic at Fenway Park against the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Jan. 2.

 

Lingering questions for all 32 NHL teams heading into training camp: Goaltending, lineup, 
injuries, more 

It doesn't seem that long ago that the Colorado Avalanche 
won the Stanley Cup, and it's been even more recent that 
Juraj Slafkovsky was drafted first overall and a wild 
offseason brought Johnny Gaudreau to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, Claude Giroux to the Ottawa Senators, and 
Matthew Tkachuk to the Florida Panthers. 

But now that fall is officially set to begin on Thursday, it's 
also time for training camps around the NHL to open, as we 
look ahead to opening night of the season on Oct. 11. 

To help get you ready for the next few weeks -- as teams 
decide on which players make the roster, and how their lines, 
D pairings and goalie tandems will shake out -- here are the 
biggest lingering questions for each club, courtesy of Ryan 
S. Clark, Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski. 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Big question: How well can Boston weather its early injuries? 

The Bruins will start this season with a seriously depleted 
roster. Brad Marchand had offseason surgery on both hips 
and will be unavailable until at least late November. Charlie 
McAvoy is on a similar -- and possibly longer -- timeline 
following offseason shoulder surgery. Matt Grzelcyk had a 
shoulder procedure done, too; he's out until November. 

That leaves the Bruins without two of their best defensemen 
and one of their best forwards (who led the team with 80 
points last season) for a sizable chunk of the schedule. 

Will those absences spell disaster in Beantown? Or does the 
Bruins' depth hold up? It'll fall on new coach Jim Montgomery 
to keep his group on the rails. Veterans like David Pastrnak 

and Taylor Hall will be relied on more than ever to perform. 
Having Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci back in the mix 
helps too. Uncertainty still looms large, though. How Boston 
navigates those first two months might just determine the 
outcome of their whole season. It's a lot of pressure to put on 
those still healthy -- not to mention Montgomery -- and all 
eyes will be on how Boston rises to the occasion. -- Shilton 

Buffalo Sabres 

Big question: Has Buffalo finally found consistent 
goaltending? 

The Sabres have some dynamic young players in their midst 
(hello, Owen Power, Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens and 
others) who will make this a fun team to watch. What Buffalo 
needs to complement those rising studs is better 
goaltending. The Sabres were abysmal in that department 
last season, rotating through six different starters and 
averaging 3.50 goals against (eighth worst in the NHL). Have 
they found the right goalie tandem now? 

Craig Anderson was Buffalo's best option between the pipes 
in 2021-22 (17-12-2 record, .897 goals-against average) but 
missed time early on because of injury. He's back with the 
Sabres again, joined now by free agent signee Eric Comrie -- 
who could be on the cusp of a real breakthrough. Comrie 
went 10-5-1 with Winnipeg last season, producing a .920 
save percentage and a 2.58 goals-against average. At 27 
years old, he's poised to take on the most starts of his career 
alongside Anderson, and based on past performance, that 
could be great news for the Sabres. 
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There's a lot of belief around Buffalo that the team is turning 
a corner. Dependable goaltending would go a long way in 
seeing that come to fruition. -- Shilton 

Detroit Red Wings 

Big question: How good will Detroit be with its new 
additions? 

Red Wings' general manager Steve Yzerman came to slay 
this offseason. He signed Andrew Copp, Dominik Kubalik 
and David Perron up front, added Ben Chiarot to the blue 
line and Ville Husso to complement Alex Nedeljkovic in net. 
Yzerman also made his first head-coaching hire in Detroit, 
replacing Jeff Blashill with Derek Lalonde. The new bench 
boss has plenty of fresh talent to start with. Where will it all 
take the Red Wings? 

Last season, it was Detroit's defensive deficiencies that 
stood out. The Red Wings allowed the second-most goals 
against in the league (3.78 per game) and the fifth-most 
shots (33.7). Addressing and improving that area will be 
critical from the outset for Lalonde, and the new guys should 
be an asset in doing so. Perron and Copp are both solid two-
way players who will lead by example on the defensive side. 
Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin will also want a return to 
form in that area, after posting a 2.95 expected goals against 
in 2021-22. 

Then there's Husso. He was a stud in the regular season for 
St. Louis last season and now has a chance to be Detroit's 
No. 1 in a tandem with Nedeljkovic. Detroit had a cumulative 
save percentage below .900 a year ago (Nedeljkovic was at 
.901) and Husso should push that number up. If he does, 
and if those other new players come out firing, Detroit could 
be flying high. -- Shilton 

Florida Panthers 

Big question: Has Florida compensated too much for its 
postseason failure? 

Florida won the 2021-22 Presidents' Trophy on the strength 
of its 122-point season. General manager Bill Zito was a 
trade deadline darling with his acquisitions of Claude Giroux 
and Ben Chiarot. The Panthers looked poised for playoff 
greatness, but were swept away by Tampa Bay in the 
second round. That hurt. So much so that Zito turned sharply 
in another direction. 

Gone is interim head coach Andrew Brunette; Paul Maurice 
is behind the bench now. Giroux, Chiarot and Mason 
Marchment were all allowed to depart in free agency. 
Jonathan Huberdeau (who scored 30 goals last season) and 
MacKenzie Weegar (an underrated offensive defenseman) 
were swapped to Calgary in July for Matthew Tkachuk. It's a 
lot of overhaul in a short period, not unlike the one Florida 
went through after March's deadline. Those aggressive 
moves didn't pay off for the Panthers then. Will Zito's 
changes make a different impact on the team's trajectory this 
time? -- Shilton 

Montreal Canadiens 

Big question: How will Montreal manage its forward group? 

Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis won't be lacking for 
options up front. Montreal is brimming with young talents, 

from recent first overall draft pick Juraj Slafkovsky to newly 
named captain Nick Suzuki to fresh acquisition Kirby Dach to 
the still-emerging Cole Caufield. And those are just the guys 
in their early 20s (or teens, in Slafkovsky's case). The 
Canadiens have their veteran incumbents too, and even 
added Sean Monahan in the offseason. 

Monahan is currently on IR (as are Jonathan Drouin and 
Paul Byron) but once (or if) the entire roster is healthy, who 
will populate the Canadiens' primary forward pack? Will there 
be an emphasis on getting reps for those up-and-coming 
core players, or will the focus be purely on winning games? 
Montreal has no reason to rush anyone along -- they likely 
aren't a playoff team just yet -- but this is also the time to 
start building confidence in the team's foundation and future. 

Speaking of the future, what does that look like for Carey 
Price? Montreal isn't betting on Price to play this season as 
he continues rehabbing a knee injury but he will remain 
around the club. That's a good thing for the Canadiens, 
whose rising stars will especially benefit from Price's 
presence throughout the season -- even if it's off the ice. -- 
Shilton 

Ottawa Senators 

Big question: Is Ottawa a playoff team? 

The Senators haven't appeared in the postseason since 
reaching the Eastern Conference finals in 2017. They have 
surpassed the 30-win mark only once in the five seasons 
since. General manager Pierre Dorion is clearly tired of those 
results -- hence the bold offseason moves. Dorion traded for 
Alex DeBrincat, signed free agent Claude Giroux, swapped 
out Matt Murray for Cam Talbot in net and filled around the 
edges with some veteran adds. On paper, these Senators 
look fairly formidable. 

Ottawa's red flag is on the back end. If the Senators expect 
to push for playoffs, they'll need a defensive effort to match 
what could be a potent top-six attack. But Dorion didn't target 
much turnover for a defensive unit that was 11th in goals 
against last season (3.22 per game). Was that the wrong 
decision? It will fall on Ottawa's forwards to help improve the 
team defensively too, of course. But standing pat in terms of 
defensive personnel might spell trouble for Ottawa in its 
quest to rejoin the playoff field. Time will tell if Dorion put his 
eggs in the right baskets. -- Shilton 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Big question: How does Tampa reset after offseason 
subtractions? 

Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois prioritized taking 
care of his own last summer by signing Nick Paul, Mikhail 
Sergachev, Anthony Cirelli and Erik Cernak to long-term 
extensions. In the process, Tampa had to let go of Ondrej 
Palat (signed now in New Jersey) and Ryan McDonagh 
(traded to Nashville). Both Palat and McDonagh played 
major roles in Tampa's recent run of success. Losing them 
creates opportunity for others, but also potentially weakens 
the Lightning roster overall. 

Sergachev will have to take on more responsibility. Same for 
Paul, especially since Cirelli will be out of Tampa's top-six 
rotation until at least November. Brandon Hagel and Ross 
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Colton have a chance to step up. Vladislav Namestnikov is a 
new face in the room this season, too. Tampa won't be 
lacking in choices; it's more a question of chemistry. What 
has made the Lightning so special is how they've come 
together and played -- as the team so often states -- for each 
other. How will the departure of some beloved core players 
hurt that all-for-one mentality, if at all? And even with the 
right buy-in, can Tampa continue its spectacular run of 
success for another year? -- Shilton 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Big question: Did Toronto make the right wager on its 
goaltending? 

The Maple Leafs' goalie carousel is galloping into another 
season of (potential) uncertainty. Two summers ago, Toronto 
let former incumbent Frederik Andersen go to Carolina as a 
free agent in order to ride with Jack Campbell and sign Petr 
Mrazek to back him up. A year later, Campbell too left in free 
agency (for Edmonton), Mrazek was traded to Chicago and 
general manager Kyle Dubas replaced them with oft-injured 
Matt Murray (traded from Ottawa) and free agent Ilya 
Samsonov. Is that ... better? We'll soon find out. 

Goaltending was an overall strength for the Leafs last 
season. Campbell went 31-9-6 with a .914 save percentage. 
Murray and Samsonov combined for 28 wins last year 
(granted Murray was limited by injuries and Samsonov split 
time with Vitek Vanecek). 

Toronto boasting elite scoring talents like Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner doesn't negate the necessity for reliable 
goaltending -- particularly when it comes to the postseason. 
Because in case you haven't heard, Toronto's lacking in 
recent playoff success. That hasn't been primarily because 
of poor netminding, but Murray and/or Samsonov will need to 
be in a strong, established position by then. Can they be that 
tandem the Leafs are looking for to compete -- and stay 
healthy enough to prove it? -- Shilton 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Big question: Who steps up to replace Vincent Trocheck? 

The biggest question the Hurricanes will have to answer is 
whether the offseason acquisitions of Brent Burns and Max 
Pacioretty can finally push them through the Eastern 
Conference bracket and into the Stanley Cup Final again. 
But since we're not likely to see Pacioretty until 2023 after 
tearing an Achilles tendon, let's instead focus on the gaping 
void left by center Vincent Trocheck's departure to the 
Rangers in free agency. 

Trocheck had 51 points in 81 games as the second center on 
the depth chart behind Sebastian Aho and ahead of Jordan 
Staal, playing the majority of his time with Andrei Svechnikov 
and Martin Necas. The common theory is that 22-year-old 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be given the first crack at taking over 
the second line, given the eight-year commitment the 
Hurricanes made to him last March. While his totals last 
season weren't overwhelming, he was tied with rookie Seth 
Jarvis for second on the team in goals per 60 minutes at 5-
on-5 (1.02). There's also the potential to move Necas to his 
natural position at center, although he might not have the 

defensive chops for that assignment on a Rod Brind'Amour-
coached team. 

The Canes have versatile veteran Paul Stastny as an 
insurance policy, but they'd love for a younger player to plant 
their flag on the second line. -- Wyshynski 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Big question: How does Johnny Gaudreau reshape the 
lineup? 

Gaudreau's arrival in Columbus sent shockwaves through 
the NHL during the summer. Now we'll get to see what kind 
of seismic shifts Johnny Hockey has caused within the Blue 
Jackets' lineup. It's expected that Patrik Laine, coming off a 
resurgent point-per-game season, will play on the opposite 
wing from Gaudreau on their top line. As great as Gaudreau 
can be as a playmaker, he can't do it alone. Please recall 
that Gaudreau played over 1,000 minutes at 5-on-5 with 
Matthew Tkachuk last season with the Flames, helping him 
hit 40 goals and break 100 points for the first time in his 
career. Could Laine offer the same help? 

Boone Jenner could center the Gaudreau line. The 29-year-
old had 44 points in 59 games last season before a back 
injury cut his campaign short. He's got the size and 
physicality that could benefit Gaudreau, and played well with 
Laine last season. But when Jenner was out, Jack Roslovic 
was elevated to the top line and played well. Don't count him 
out of the mix. They're both likely keeping the seat warm for 
Cole Sillinger, the 19-year-old coming off a strong rookie 
season. How long before he earns his shot? 

Gaudreau's arrival means left wing Jakub Voracek gets 
knocked down the depth chart for Columbus. He tallied 56 
assists last season and averaged 17:28 of ice time per 
game. If doesn't have Laine on his opposite wing, and with 
Oliver Bjorkstrand off to Seattle, do those numbers take a 
tumble? Or does Voracek play hip uncle to Sillinger and 
Yegor Chinakhov on another scoring line? -- Wyshynski 

New Jersey Devils 

Big question: Is the goaltending finally going to achieve some 
competency? 

The fact that the franchise of Martin Brodeur is now defined 
by goaltending inefficiency has "wishing on a monkey's paw" 
levels of cruel irony. Over the last three seasons, the Devils 
have the lowest save percentage (.906) of any NHL team at 
5-on-5. The strides their young roster has made always turn 
into stumbles, as they're tripped up by the Devils' inability to 
get a save. 

This is the third straight offseason that GM Tom Fitzgerald 
has attempted to rectify that problem. He signed Corey 
Crawford in 2020, only to see him retire instead. He acquired 
Jonathan Bernier in 2021, only to see him play 10 games 
before undergoing season-ending hip surgery. 

Bernier is still under contract and the Devils count him as 
being in the goaltending mix, but the two primary netminders 
heading into 2022-23 are former Capitals goalie Vitek 
Vanecek -- acquired via trade as a restricted free agent -- 
and 25-year-old Mackenzie Blackwood, who is entering his 
fifth NHL season. They hope Vanecek can be the stabilizing 
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force that they hoped Crawford and Bernier would become, 
allowing Blackwood to find the form he showed during a 
2019-2020 breakout campaign. The operative word here is 
"hope." -- Wyshynski 

New York Islanders 

Big question: How does Lane Lambert put his stamp on this 
team? 

The most well-known thing about the newest Islanders head 
coach is his association with the previous one. Lambert 
worked as the right-hand man for Barry Trotz over the last 
decade before finally getting his time to shine as a head 
coach. Are there philosophical differences in Lambert's 
approach to the game than his predecessor's, or is this a 
case of "same approach, fresh voice?" 

What's really intriguing about Lambert taking over is that the 
Islanders' roster is, by and large, the same one that missed 
the playoffs and got Trotz fired. Does Lambert run it back 
with some familiar line combinations? Does he do anything 
to address the diminishing returns on Mathew Barzal; like, for 
example, giving 22-year-old winger Oliver Wahlstrom the ice 
time that Trotz was reluctant to give him? What is a Lane 
Lambert team? -- Wyshynski 

New York Rangers 

Big question: What's next for The Kid Line? 

We ask about The Kid Line in abstract. Filip Chytil, Kaapo 
Kakko and Alexis Lafreniere were the beating heart of the 
Rangers during a good portion of their run to the Eastern 
Conference finals last season until coach Gerard Gallant 
broke them up. Maybe they ride again some day, but it's 
more likely that these three young talents will be sprinkled 
throughout the Rangers' lineup instead. It's just a question of 
where. 

Chytil might be the easiest to predict. He should be the 
team's No. 3 center behind Mika Zibanejad and the newly 
acquired Vincent Trocheck. Lafreniere started to see some 
time with Zibanejad during the playoffs. One assumes he'll 
be given the chance to shine on the top line with Zibanejad 
and Chris Kreider. Then there's Kakko, the No. 2 overall pick 
in 2019 who was last seen getting scratched in Game 6 of 
the conference finals. They handed him a two-year bridge 
contract. They'll continue to challenge him until they know 
what he is. Does Kakko finally take the next step in his NHL 
career? If so, it could be on Trocheck's flank. -- Wyshynski 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Big question: John Tortorella. Philadelphia Flyers. So, uh, 
what does that look like? 

Torts leaves the ESPN television studio to return to an NHL 
bench, taking over a Flyers team that finished last in its 
division and has missed the playoffs for two straight 
seasons. It didn't take long for one of hockey's most 
combative coaches to make headlines in Philly, telling 
SiriusXM NHL Network Radio that he has "major concerns" 
about the Flyers locker room, and that "before we even step 
onto the ice, situations and standards and accountability in 
the room is forefront, and you can't get squat done on the ice 
until you get your room straightened out." 

We imagine he's not talking about the room's feng shui ... 

There are two things we know about Tortorella as an NHL 
coach. The first is that everyone will walk into camp with a 
clean slate, having yet earned nothing on his watch. The 
second is that he will attempt to turn the Flyers from an easy 
team to play against, having finished last in the Metro last 
season, to a Torts-tough group that competes every night. 
One of the more intriguing subplots: How his system could 
benefit franchise goalie Carter Hart, who showed some 
improvement last season after earlier struggles. -- Wyshynski 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Big question: Does "the band" have the right backup 
musicians? 

Sidney Crosby got his wish; Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang 
are, somewhat inexplicably, back with the Penguins on 
multiyear contracts. So is Bryan Rust. The band is back 
together under coach Mike Sullivan, who received his own 
contract extension. 

But Sid must be feeling even more déjà vu for the Penguins 
as he glances down the depth chart. Just like back in the 
days when Ray Shero was the general manager, 
Pittsburgh's bottom six and defensive depth could drown out 
the sweet music the band orchestrates together. 

The Penguins have Jeff Carter and Teddy Blueger as 
potential bottom-six centers. Danton Heinen, Brock McGinn, 
Kasperi Kapanen. Ryan Poehling, Josh Archibald and Drew 
O'Connor will be in the mix at wing. What trios emerge from 
that group to support the top two lines? Then there's the blue 
line. The Penguins are set on the right side with Letang, 
offseason pickup Jeff Petry and former Lightning 
defenseman Jan Rutta. But Brian Dumoulin and Marcus 
Pettersson have been inconsistent at best on the left side. 
Pierre-Olivier Joseph and Ty Smith are young, offensively 
gifted but defensively deficient. The Penguins have options 
down the lineup. Which ones do they roll with first? -- 
Wyshynski 

Washington Capitals 

Big question: What does life without Nicklas Backstrom and 
Tom Wilson look like? 

On paper, the Capitals enter the season without their top-line 
right wing and their No. 2 center. But Wilson and Backstrom 
are so much more than names on a roster. Say what you will 
about Tom Wilson -- and please, try to keep it PG-13 -- but 
he's the perfect complement to Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov on the Capitals' top line. He's out for the first few 
months of the season after reconstructive surgery to fix a 
torn ACL in his left knee. Backstrom is a franchise icon who, 
when healthy, can be one of the NHL's most effective two-
way centers. But "when healthy" is doing a lot of work here, 
as his offseason hip resurfacing surgery will put him on the 
shelf for an indefinite period of time. 

What does this do for the lineup? Let's start with Backstrom. 
The Capitals had limited salary cap flexibility, knowing that 
both Wilson and Backstrom could return this season, so they 
added former Blackhawks center Dylan Strome ($3.5 million 
AAV) as an option to replace Backstrom. Another option: 
Center Lars Eller, who has held down their third line. As a 
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pending free agent, Eller probably wouldn't mind a showcase 
with wingers Anthony Mantha and T.J. Oshie. The wild card: 
Connor McMichael, the 21-year-old center. 

The Capitals might only be without Wilson for the first seven 
or eight weeks of the season, but they'll need to fill that role 
in the short term. Winger Connor Brown, added from the 
Senators, is an option. But Oshie has played with Ovechkin 
and Kuznetsov before and that trio has worked decently, too. 
-- Wyshynski 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

Big question: How competitive can the Coyotes actually be? 

There has been more than enough focus on where Arizona 
is playing this season, and what sort of experience that 
5,000-seat facility at Arizona State University is going to 
provide for players and fans alike. But what about the on-ice 
product these Coyotes will offer? GM Bill Armstrong has 
gone all-in on rebuilding this team from the ground up, with 
the draft capital (31 picks in the next three years) and up-
and-comers to prove it. However, the majority of those 
players just can't help make the Coyotes better right now. 
What sort of team will they be? 

Arizona has its core foundational players in the likes of 
Clayton Keller, Nick Schmaltz, Christian Fischer and Lawson 
Crouse. Karel Vejmelka will enter his second NHL season as 
the Coyotes' projected starter. And, at least for now, there 
are some veteran defenders patrolling the blue line in Jakob 
Chychrun, Shayne Gostisbehere and Troy Stecher (although 
who remains post-trade deadline is anyone's guess). After 
that, Arizona's forward depth is too many 30-plus skaters like 
Andrew Ladd, Zack Kassian and Nick Bjugstad, and their 
back-end options drop off sharply. 

There's an obvious emphasis on the long game for Arizona, 
both with its living space and its roster construction. How 
much that approach is affecting the Coyotes' present will 
likely become clear quite quickly this season. -- Shilton 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Big question: How do Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews fit 
into the rebuilding Blackhawks? 

Kane and Toews don't necessarily want to leave Chicago. 
It's possible neither player will. But the idea of a five-year 
long rebuild isn't appealing, either. 

It's become increasingly feasible that at some point this 
season, one or both could be sporting new sweaters. 
Because the Blackhawks appear headed for a nosedive so 
hard into the ground that they earn the right to draft Connor 
Bedard first overall in June. Does keeping Kane and Toews 
get in the way of that? Kane put up 92 points last season, 
albeit alongside Alex DeBrincat, who has since been traded 
to Ottawa. Toews is still a viable two-way center, even while 
not producing the same scoring numbers as at his peak. 
There's a market for those players' services, and whether 
Chicago opts to really explore that will be the Blackhawks' 
all-encompassing storyline from now until either a trade 
happens or the deadline passes. 

Kane and Toews have full no-movement clauses, of course, 
so any deal would have to be approved on their ends. 
Chicago wouldn't have been the dynastic club it became in 
the 2010s without their contributions and a perfect world 
might allow both to enthusiastically end their careers as 
Blackhawks. But what if the right offer comes along? An 
opportunity to chase another championship, rather than plod 
through more of a multiyear overhaul, could ultimately be too 
good to let slip. -- Shilton 

Colorado Avalanche 

Big question: Who will be the new second-line center? 

Go back to when the Avalanche were upstarts en route to 
becoming the eventual Stanley Cup champions. Finding a 
second-line center was a problem back then. That is what 
made getting Nazem Kadri in a trade back in 2019 so crucial. 
It gave the Avs that legimiate second-line center who could 
operate in a number of roles, which then allowed the front 
office the freedom to focus on other areas they needed to 
strengthen. 

Three years and a Stanley Cup later, the Avs are now trying 
to find Kadri's replacement. But this time, there appear to be 
internal candidates who could win the job. Whoever replaces 
Kadri as the second-line center will have to contend with the 
expectations he created. It appears the primary challengers 
could be J.T. Compher, Alex Newhook or Evan Rodrigues, 
who signed a one-year contract with the Avs on Sept. 12. 

Compher was one of the options the team looked to before 
they eventually traded for Kadri. Since then, he worked to 
establish himself as a third-line center who scored a career-
high 18 goals and 33 points in 70 games last season. 
Newhook was drafted 16th in 2019 with the expectation he 
could potentially serve as a top-six, two-way center capable 
of anchoring a line. He finished with 13 goals and 33 points 
in 71 games in what was his first full NHL campaign. As for 
Rodrigues, he scored a career-best 19 goals and 43 points 
last season with the Penguins, while giving Avs coach Jared 
Bednar another forward who could either be used down the 
middle or on the wing. -- Clark 

Dallas Stars 

Big question: When does Jason Robertson re-sign with the 
Stars, and what could his next deal look like? 

Ideally, the Stars would likely want to re-sign Robertson 
before September ends or at some point in early October. 
The challenge, however, appears to lie in finding something 
that works beyond the 2022-23 season. CapFriendly projects 
the Stars to have $6.335 million in cap space this season 
while being projected to have $29.26 million ahead of the 
2023-24 season. Anton Khudobin and Joe Pavelski will be 
pending UFAs who cost a combined $8.83 million in cap 
space, while Denis Gurianov and Roope Hintz are pending 
RFAs who will also be in need of new deals. 

These are all factors that could be in consideration when it 
comes to creating a framework for Robertson's new deal. It 
amounts to Stars GM Jim Nill and his front-office staff 
managing cap space in a way that allows the franchise to re-
sign a 23-year-old winger who is averaging 0.98 points in 
128 games while potentially having the flexibility to retain 
others. 
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As for what could happen? It is possible Robertson and the 
Stars could do a bridge deal as a temporary solution, with 
the plan of establishing something with more term and 
money. But that also comes with the possibility Robertson 
continues his trajectory and potentially raises his asking 
price, when signing him earlier might have cost slightly less. -
- Clark 

Minnesota Wild 

Big question: Who could step up and help strengthen the 
top-nine forward group? 

Kirill Kaprizov went from 51 points to 108 in his sophomore 
campaign. Marcus Foligno had never scored more than 26 
points in a season, yet scored 42. Frederick Gaudreau 
quadrupled his career high of 10 points to score 44, while 
Ryan Hartman had more goals in 2021-22 than he had in his 
last four seasons ... combined. Mats Zuccarello did 
something similar by scoring more points last season than he 
had in the previous two seasons combined. 

Having that particular quintet replicate, if not exceed what 
they did in 2021-22 would help the Wild. Especially now that 
Kevin Fiala, along with his 33 goals and 85 points, is with the 
Los Angeles Kings. This is what makes the Wild so intriguing 
beyond the five players who set career highs. It is a team 
that will seek to capitalize off the continued growth Matt 
Boldy showed during his rookie campaign, when he scored 
15 goals and 39 points in 47 games. 

But Boldy is not the only player whose contributions could 
prove crucial. A number of forwards, such as Tyson Jost and 
Sam Steel, are expected to push for top-nine roles. So is 
Marco Rossi. The Wild drafted Rossi with the ninth pick in 
2020 with the aim he could someday become a top-six 
option after scoring 39 goals and 120 points for the Ottawa 
67's in the OHL during the 2019-20 season. Rossi was 
limited to five games in 2020-21 because of COVID-19 
complications, but would return to score 18 goals and 53 
points in 63 games for the Iowa Wild in the AHL a year later. 
-- Clark 

Nashville Predators 

Big question: How does Nashville build on last season -- and 
define its top six? 

Retaining Filip Forsberg on a massive eight-year extension 
was the offseason move Nashville had to make. He'll rejoin 
Matt Duchene, Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen in the 
Predators' top six, and welcome free agent acquisition Nino 
Niederreiter to that group for this season as well. Forsberg 
(84 points in 69 games) and Duchene (86 points in 78 
games) had career-best seasons in 2021-22, and along with 
Roman Josi's career-high 96 point campaign were major 
factors in the Predators getting back to the playoffs. 

The postseason is where Nashville fell apart. Starting 
goaltender Juuse Saros was injured, and Colorado tidily 
swept the Predators to an early summer. How does Nashville 
prevent that sort of outcome again? It starts with its veterans 
finding similar success, and figuring out who best fits in that 
vacant top-six slot. Philip Tomasino is entering his 
sophomore season but may not be ready for a full-time jump 
up. Tanner Jeannot had a strong rookie showing on 

Nashville's third line and will definitely get a look, too. Eeli 
Tolvanen could be a contender as well. 

Bringing Niederreiter in certainly gives coach John Hynes 
more options to mix and match. Striking the right balance will 
be key for Nashville to improve on its past accomplishments. 
-- Shilton 

St. Louis Blues 

Big question: How does life look without Ville Husso? 

You may have noticed that there is something of a theme 
developing when it comes to how the Blues find a solution to 
replace a goaltender. Kind of like how Carter Hutton and his 
17-7-3 record left after the 2017-18 season, only to be 
replaced by Jordan Binnington. Or how the Blues needed to 
find a suitable replacement for Jake Allen going into the 
2020-21 season. Every time the Blues are faced with this 
question, they come up with an answer. 

Could Thomas Greiss be next? Perhaps that is a question 
the Blues will be able to answer later in the regular season. 
For now, the expectation is Griess can work in tandem with 
Binnington to replace Husso, who is now with the Red 
Wings. It is just a matter of whether that tandem can find 
consistency. 

Husso went 25-7-6 with a 2.56 goals-against average and a 
.919 save percentage, while Binnington finished 18-14-4 with 
a career-worst 3.13 GAA and a. 901 save percentage, 
another personal low. Griess won a combined 18 games 
over two seasons for a Red Wings team that was still 
building toward being more competitive. His time with the 
Islanders hypothetically offers more insight into how Griess 
fares in a tandem for a team with playoff aspirations. Griess 
won more than 10 games in five of his six seasons and was 
a three-time 20-game winner. -- Clark 

Winnipeg Jets 

Big question: Can Rick Bowness get the right buy-in? 

When Paul Maurice excused himself from Winnipeg's head-
coaching post last December, the Jets were underperforming 
and in need of "a new voice," according to their departing 
bench boss. Dave Lowry filled in, Winnipeg missed the 
postseason and visibly frustrated top players like Mark 
Scheifele publicly questioned what direction the Jets were 
headed in. 

Turns out, they were flying toward veteran coach Rich 
Bowness. His first big decision was stripping Blake Wheeler 
of the team's captaincy, paving the way for a leadership-by-
committee approach. On the ice, he'll aim to steer these Jets 
into calmer skies by cultivating a hard-to-play-against 
mentality that leaves room for creativity. Winnipeg struggled 
defensively last season as well (they were 13th in goals 
against), and a traditionally defensive-minded coach like 
Bowness will emphasize a 200-foot game from everyone 
(star skaters included). 

Will that be enough to satisfy a disappointed group in 
Winnipeg that's too often falling short of its own 
expectations? Successful teams are built on good structure. 
Bowness has 33 years of experience in hockey to lean on. 
He'll tap into all of it to design and implement the right plan 
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for Winnipeg, one that he hopes can turn some frowns 
upside down in the dressing room. -- Shilton 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Big question: What is the plan with their defense? 

This is a rather broad question, resulting from the Ducks' 
circumstances. A discussion can be held about how their 
defensemen will actually perform. Or about how free agent 
signing John Klingberg changes the dynamic in addition to 
the expectations facing the Ducks this season. For now? It 
appears the immediate concern could be determining what 
decisions Ducks coach Dallas Eakins will make with his 
pairings while GM Pat Verbeek examines the strongest 
approach to take when it comes to all the options within his 
organization. 

Eakins has nine defensemen on his roster. Verbeek added 
more experience in Klingberg and Dmitry Kulikov to go with 
what they already had in veterans Cam Fowler and Kevin 
Shattenkirk. Those four provide a contrast to the remaining 
five defensemen who are all younger than 25 years old, with 
Jamie Drysdale being a member of that group. They signed 
another veteran in Nathan Beaulieu to a professional tryout 
offer while the experienced John Moore also remains in the 
system. 

It all amounts to the Ducks having options -- especially when 
three of their current defensemen are pending UFAs while 
three more are pending RFAs at season's end. Even how 
they manage those future contracts will be influenced by the 
knowledge that prospects Drew Helleson, Pavel Mintyukov 
and Owen Zellweger could challenge for roster spots in the 
coming seasons. -- Clark 

Calgary Flames 

Big question: How will all the pieces work when it comes to 
replacing Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk's 
production? 

Replacing two forwards who combined to score 219 points 
last season was done by getting two more forwards who 
combined to score 202 points, and a defenseman who 
scored an additional 44 points. This might be one of the 
simpler ways to describe the Flames' approach when it 
comes to using Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar 
and Nazem Kadri to replace Gaudreau and Tkachuk. 

Natural Stat Trick's metrics reveal Gaudreau and Tkachuk 
were on the ice last season for a little more than 1,047 
minutes of 5-on-5 ice time, while also accounting for 86 
goals, 663 scoring chances and 259 high-danger scoring 
chances in those sequences. It is possible the Flames elect 
to play Huberdeau and Kadri on the same line. But they 
could be tempted to split them up. One of the items that 
made the Panthers successful last season was their ability to 
have Barkov and Huberdeau operate on seperate lines. They 
had 204 minutes of 5-on-5 ice time together. But Barkov had 
681 minutes in 5-on-5 play without Huberdeau over his 67-
game season. Huberdeau had 805 minutes without Barkov, 
having played 80 games. 

One of Kadri's traits during his three-season stint in Denver 
was the fact he could anchor a line regardless of who was 
next to him. There would be times when the Avs would 
shuffle their second line. Plus, there were also occasions 
when Kadri filled in on the first line whenever Nathan 
MacKinnon was injured. Most of Kadri's 5-on-5 time was 
spent with Andre Burakovsky (1,281 minutes) and Valeri 
Nichushkin (645 minutes) over his three campaigns with the 
Avs, per Natural Stat Trick. Yet Kadri also logged more than 
250 minutes of 5-on-5 time with wingers Joonas Donskoi, 
Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen, Brandon Saad and J.T. 
Compher. 

Weegar's arrival comes with its own set of circumstances. 
He was on the ice for more scoring chances and high-danger 
scoring chances in 5-on-5 sequences than any skater on the 
Panthers roster. Adding a puck mover like Weegar means 
the Flames have added to a defense that watched Rasmus 
Andersson and Noah Hanifin each finish with more than 48 
points. Altogether, the Flames are returning five defenseman 
who finished the regular season with more than 20 points. -- 
Clark 

Edmonton Oilers 

Big question: What will the Oilers do to become cap-
compliant? 

Let's start here. Pending RFA Ryan McLeod still needs a 
new contract. Couple that with the fact Oscar Klefbom's and 
Mike Smith's combined $6.367 million cap hit are on injured 
reserve. Then there is there is also the consideration that the 
Oilers have $750,000 in dead cap from Milan Lucic's 
contract, in addition to a combined $3.416 million that 
remains on the books from the James Neal and Andrej 
Sekera buyouts. 

Figuring out how to navigate those items, among other 
details, is what Oilers GM Ken Holland and his front office 
staff must navigate in their trek to become cap-compliant. 
CapFriendly projects the Oilers are $6.781 million over the 
cap. There are numerous avenues the Oilers could pursue in 
their plan to become compliant. Some of the hypotheticals 
include electing to move Klefbom and Smith to long term 
injured reserve, dressing a limited roster or attempting to 
shed salary through trades, among other options. -- Clark 

Los Angeles Kings 

Big question: Will this be the season Quinton Byfield breaks 
through? 

Rebuilding the franchise around players such as Anze 
Kopitar was the starting point. Signing free agents such as 
Phillip Danault was the next step. Together, the pair form a 
one-two combination down the middle that made the Kings 
formidable enough to reach the postseason for the first time 
in three seasons. Yet it is the promise someone like Byfield 
offers that only adds to what could make the Kings a long-
term contender. 

He has the size and the ability to make plays, with a 6-foot-5 
frame. Those are among the reasons why Byfield went 
second in the 2020 draft. But is this the season when the 20-
year-old can make it all work? Byfield scored 10 points in 40 
games last season for the Kings, while also scoring six 
points in 11 games in the AHL. His physical traits are why he 
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carries high expectations. So does the fact he went second 
overall. 

Enough is in place to suggest the discussion around Byfield 
is a bit philosophical. He's only 20, which means there is 
time. But he's also 20 in a league that has seen first-round 
picks become instant contributors. Look no further than 
Byfield's draft class. There are eight first-rounders from that 
draft who have scored more points and played in more 
games than Byfield to this point. -- Clark 

San Jose Sharks 

Big question: What changes will David Quinn and his staff 
implement to find more goals? 

Creating scoring chances and high-danger scoring chances 
in 5-on-5 play was not a problem last season for the Sharks. 
They were near league average in those categories. What 
was an issue, however, was converting those chances into 
goals. The Sharks scored the fewest goals in 5-on-5 
sequences while having the fifth-fewest shots in those 
situations. Furthemore, their shot-attempt percentage was 
45.59%, which means maintaining possession was an issue 
for the Sharks. Only the Coyotes were worse at 44%, per 
Natural Stat Trick. 

Nick Bonino, Logan Couture, Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier 
accounted for 49% of the Sharks' goals last season. But 
Jonathan Dahlen, Rudolfs Balcers and Brent Burns? The 
three players who finished fifth, sixth and seventh in goals 
are playing elsewhere this season. It's what makes the need 
to find supplemental scoring even more important. 

Sharks GM Mike Grier and his front-office staff believe free 
agent signings Luke Kunin and Oskar Lindblom can help in 
that area. Kunin's 13 goals last season would have made 
him the Sharks' fifth leading scorer while Lindblom's 12 goals 
would have placed him in a tie for sixth. Nico Sturm, who 
also arrived in free agency, had nine goals last season. 
Those additions along with a fully healthy Kevin Labanc is 
expected to make a difference. Furthermore, could it be 
possible Thomas Bordeleau and William Eklund be part of 
the solution? -- Clark 

Seattle Kraken 

Big question: What impact will new goaltending coach Steve 
Briere have on the Kraken? 

Matty Beniers scoring nine points in 10 games last season 
has created Calder Trophy buzz in addition to excitement 
about what he could provide as a top-six center. Seattle 
unexpectedly drafting Shane Wright with the fourth pick has 
also led to discussions about whether or not he makes the 
Kraken's roster out of training camp. But an argument could 
be made that what Briere does with Philipp Grubauer and 
Martin Jones comes with a substantial amount of 
significance. 

Goaltending was a multifaceted issue for the Kraken. They 
signed Grubauer to a six-year contract worth $5.9 million 
annually, only to watch him go from being a 30-game 
winning Vezina Trophy finalist with the Avalanche to losing 
31 games in the Kraken's debut season. Chris Driedger 
started to find consistency over the final months of the 
regular season, but he later suffered a torn ACL representing 

Canada at the World Championships. Driedger is expected 
to be out of the lineup until January at the earliest. 

Those season-long struggles are what eventually led to the 
Kraken moving on from goalie coach Andrew Allen and hiring 
Briere from the Maple Leafs. Another way the Kraken sought 
to address their goalie dilemma was signing Jones in free 
agency to create a tandem with Grubauer while Driedger 
continues his recovery. A Grubauer-Jones partnership gives 
the Kraken an experienced tandem that has played more 
than 660 NHL games. But it comes with the recognition that 
Grubauer and Jones also finished last season with a 
combined 3.30 GAA. -- Clark 

Vancouver Canucks 

Big question: So ... that Bo Horvat contract? 

That particular question has a chance to become a rather 
familiar one even after training camp and the preseason 
ends. Unless Horvat and the Canucks can get a deal worked 
out at some point. Until then? Horvat's contract has the 
potential to become a season-long talking point when it 
comes to the Canucks, their captain and the collective future 
of all involved. 

Horvat is entering the final season of a six-year extension 
that carries a $5.5 million annual cap hit. The 27-year-old is 
the longest-serving member of the team's current core. But 
he's also the only one who is not under contract after this 
season. J.T. Miller just signed a long-term contract in early 
September. That move comes in the wake of the Canucks 
re-signing Brock Boeser, Thatcher Demko, Conor Garland, 
Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson going back to March 
2021, when Demko was the first within that group to sign an 
extension. Having those deals in place offers a sense of 
stability. 

How do the Canucks get Horvat to the same place? The 
Canucks are projected to only have $14.6 million in available 
cap space next offseason. Re-signing Horvat is only part of 
the equation. Former SKA St. Petersburg forward Andrei 
Kuzmenko is on a one-year contract before he becomes a 
UFA. There is also the dynamic in play with Travis Dermott 
and Nils Hoglander, who become RFAs at the end of the 
2022-23 season. -- Clark 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Big question: Who comes out on top in the goaltending 
competition? 

Place the goalie discussion on pause for a minute. The 
Golden Knights have quite a few questions going into camp. 
One is how will Jack Eichel perform in his first full season 
with the club. Another is: What will Mark Stone look like after 
having offseason back surgery? Signing Phil Kessel raises 
questions about the impact he could have. Bruce Cassidy's 
arrival comes with questions about what he can do to help 
the Golden Knights return to the postseason after missing it 
for the first time in the franchise's brief history. 

OK. Now, for the goalies. Robin Lehner's offseason hip 
surgery means he will miss the 2022-23 season. It leaves 
Cassidy entrusting what happens in net to the trio of Laurent 
Brossoit, Adin Hill and Logan Thompson filling in for Lehner. 
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Brossoit and Thompson both won 10 games while playing for 
the Golden Knights last season. Still, Golden Knights GM 
Kelly McCrimmon brought in reinforcements by trading for 
Hill, who also won 10 games while posting a 2.90 GAA and a 
.906 save percentage while playing for the Sharks. The belief 
is that Brossoit, Hill and Thompson will challenge to be part 

of the tandem combination Cassidy is expected to use 
throughout the regular season. Plus, it is possible the Golden 
Knights could use Michael Hutchinson at some point in the 
regular season. Altogether, those four goaltenders have a 
combined 337 games of NHL experience, which falls just shy 
of Lehner and his 364 games. – Clark

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes Prospects Showcase Recap 

Carolina’s prospects finished the tournament with two wins 
and one loss. 

By Matthew Somma 

The Carolina Hurricanes hosted the Prospects Showcase 
this past weekend, which featured the Florida Panthers, 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Nashville Predators. These 
tournaments are always a fun time, as it’s a chance to see 
the future of the Hurricanes as well as top prospects from the 
other organizations. Usually, these games are fairly 
unpredictable, although the teams with older rosters are 
typically the ones that have more success throughout the 
tournament. Overall, I was impressed with Carolina’s effort in 
all three games. 

Hurricanes vs. Panthers 

Game one was a bit ugly for the Hurricanes, who 
surrendered six unanswered goals en route to a 6-1 loss. 
Noel Gunler started the scoring in the game after Florida had 
dominated much of the third period. Vasily Ponomarev 
entered the zone thanks to a nice drag move to get past a 
defender and slid the puck back door to Gunler, who was 
able to tap in the shot. Unfortunately, that was Carolina’s 
only goal in the contest. Patrik Hamrla started for the 
Hurricanes and had a solid start, making some key saves 
and keeping the Hurricanes in the game after they went 
down 2-1. At the midway point of the game, Carolina 
switched goalies in order to get a look at 2022 sixth round 
pick, Jakub Vondras. Vondras had a tough outing, failing to 
seal the post on a couple of occasions and giving up a few 
tough goals. He settled in towards the end of the game, but 
ultimately, it was too late. Vondras is still very much a work in 
progress and we shouldn’t read too much into one game. It’s 
his first appearance in North America, among other firsts. 
We’re still a year or two away from Vondras being a regular 
in the Czech men’s league, after all.  

Overall, it wasn’t the best effort. The team was still figuring 
out how to work with one another, and I felt that some of the 
players, particularly Pashin and Tieksola, were struggling to 
adjust. In spite of all of that, the players that I expected to 
look good, looked good. Jamieson Rees was stirring the pot 
throughout the game, although he did take at least three trips 
to the penalty box. Ponomarev was Carolina’s best player 
throughout the game, playing with a ton of pace, shutting 
down offensive rushes and making things difficult for the 

opposition in all three zones. I was also impressed with 
Ronan Seeley’s skating and I felt that he made a lot of strong 
plays defensively. They were the brightest spots in what was 
an ugly effort overall.  

Carolina vs. Nashville 

This was a much better effort for the Hurricanes, and once 
again, Vasily Ponomarev was Carolina’s best forward. He 
was everywhere, creating offense and playing with a ton of 
pace, giving the Hurricanes a legitimate advantage over the 
Predators. Nashville’s team had the size advantage, as the 
vast majority of their prospects were over six feet tall, but 
Carolina’s prospects had the edge in skating ability. Carolina 
was able to create a lot of offense and pressure the puck 
effectively, even against players that were much larger.  

The Hurricanes’ prospects looked much more comfortable in 
this game, and Hamrla once again put together a strong 
performance in net. Yes, the two goals with the extra 
attacker were concerning, but head coach Brock Sheahan 
mentioned that they hadn’t worked on those situations in 
practice. And that’s understandable given the fact that the 
team only practiced together twice before the tournament 
began. This game was capped off by a great feed from 
Tuukka Tieksola to Blake Murray, who scored to win the 
game in overtime. Murray had a strong game against 
Nashville after what I felt was a fairly unimpressive game 
against the Panthers, and he carried that momentum into 
Monday’s game. 

After the game, I spoke to Ronan Seeley: 

Seeley on the win: “It’s a good feeling, especially after last 
game. It was a good rebound.” 

On adjustments: “There’s big adjustments for sure. We did 
some individual video and team video. We only had two days 
of practice before these games so it’s hard to be on the 
same page right away. We needed to clean a few things up 
and we were on the same page more in that game, and it 
showed with the outcome.” 

On being a “veteran” in this tournament: “It’s a cool feeling. I 
know what it’s like to be the youngest guy here and learn 
from everyone else, so I just have to do what I can to help 
everyone out and make everyone feel welcome.  
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On winning gold with Canada: “It’s an incredible experience 
and I hope he (Robidas) can be a part of that. It’s hard to 
describe the feeling of winning, but I hope he can.” 

I also spoke to Bryce Montgomery after the game: 

On the win: “It’s still a learning experience every game. 
You’re taking it all in and playing with the system.” 

On his second tournament as a prospect: “This year I’m a bit 
more comfortable. I know the guys and I know what the room 
is like, and we’re all having fun here and doing it day by day.” 

On his role with London this year: “I’m looking forward to 
going back for my last year, here I’m just taking in all of the 
things the coaches are saying about body positioning and 
stick positioning. I’m excited to get back and get things 
going.” 

Carolina vs. Tampa Bay 

This was the Hurricanes’ best effort of the showcase, which 
resulted in a 5-1 win. Jakub Vondras played for the entire 
game and looked much more comfortable than he did 
against Florida, and I felt that he made a number of quality 
stops in the victory. Rees was Carolina’s best forward and 
finished with two goals and at least one assist. No 
Hurricanes player had a bad game, and it was apparent that 
the Hurricanes were a deeper team than the Lightning were. 
Tampa has a handful of good prospects such as Jack 
Thompson and Gage Goncalves, but they’re a far cry from 
the top players on Carolina’s roster. 

Blake Murray opened up the scoring, taking a stretch pass 
from Grigori Dronov (more on him later) and beating Alnefelt 
five hole. Carolina would eventually get a power play that 
saw Tuukka Tieksola make a seam pass to Noel Gunler, 
who then passed to Jamieson Rees in front for a tap in goal. 
The second period featured Rees getting elbowed in the face 
by a Tampa player and proceeding to pass out in front to 
Justin Robidas, who was able to score and make it 3-0. After 
the game, I asked Rees about this play, and here’s what he 
had to say. 

Rees was outstanding in this game, getting a scoring chance 
off of a nice feed from Alexander Pashin, but that play was 
quickly overshadowed by this: 

Way to introduce yourself to the fans, kid. Pashin had been a 
little quiet through two games but was excellent leading up to 
this play. I don’t think we expected something like this to 
happen, but that’s a hell of a move from the 20-year-old 
forward. Tampa would score once in the third period, but 
Jamieson Rees restored the four goal lead on a nice move in 
close. Overall, it was a great effort from the Hurricanes and 
one that was rightfully praised by the coach afterwards.  

“We talked about getting better from start to finish, and I 
thought our start was really good in this game,” Sheahan 
said. “[It was] just more and more of our game, how we 
wanted to play.” 

Sheahan, when asked about Pashin’s goal: “He had a lot of 
time, it was amazing, and I’m not surprised [with] the two 
days in practice and seeing his skillset...you have to have the 
confidence to do it in live play, under pressure, is pretty 

special. If you watch the replay, he put that in a tight window. 
I thought it was a heck of a play.” 

On Jamieson Rees: “I thought game two and three for him 
were really, really good. Not just the stat line but his play off 
the puck was much better than day one, and I think he can 
tell you that. That’s kind of what we expected and I thought 
he was pretty dominant.” 

On Vondras’ bounceback start: “He’s an ‘04 (birthday), I think 
people have to recognize that. It’s tough to play that position 
at this level at that age. What a bounceback. It’s still a sloppy 
game and there’s a lot of chances both ways, but I thought 
he stood his ground and it shows you the confidence he 
has.”  

On surprises: “I thought a lot of guys got better. I think Vasily 
(Ponomarev) is a big time player. I don’t have a body of work 
on most of these guys, but I thought he was very consistent.” 

Player Notes 

These won’t be as in depth as the system overview, because 
if I had to put my editor through that again, I’m pretty sure 
he’d fire me. 

Noel Gunler - Gunler was quick and made a lot of strong 
plays off of the puck, which I was encouraged by. I was 
hoping to see him dominate offensively, but I liked his goal 
and I felt that his assist on the power play was encouraging 
for the future. 

Grigori Dronov - Dronov quietly had a great weekend, with a 
handful of assists and a few nice defensive plays to show for 
it. I thought that he saw the ice exceptionally well and his 
physicality and vision were two of his best traits. 

Bobby Orr - I liked Orr’s game. He isn’t flashy, but he does a 
lot of little things right and can wear you down on the 
forecheck. Any time the Hurricanes were able to establish a 
forechecking shift, Orr was in the middle of it. His skating 
stood out as a major asset. 

Justin Robidas - Robidas showed flashes of his shooting 
ability and was rewarded with a goal against Tampa. He was 
strong on both sides of the puck and his skating was 
outstanding.  

Alexander Pashin - Even before the lacrosse goal, Pashin 
was able to create offense with the smallest amounts of 
space in the offensive zone. His puck skills combined with 
skating and hockey sense make him an absolute treat to 
watch. 

Tuukka Tieksola - Tieksola had a quiet start to the 
tournament but settled in nicely, making a few strong passes 
and plays with the puck. He was able to dart through 
defenses and protect the puck well, where he then drew 
penalties. Tieksola needs a lot of work off of the puck and 
still needs to add muscle, but I’m still a believer. 

Jackson Berezowski - He worked his tail off in all three 
games and scored the first goal against Nashville. I wasn’t 
blown away by Berezowski but he was always involved in the 
play when he was on the ice and I felt that he was able to 
frustrate the opposition when he was on the ice. 
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Bryce Montgomery - Montgomery is noticeably quicker and 
his stride has smoothed out over the past year. I felt that his 
puck skills improved and he was able to start breakouts and 
make a strong first pass. In addition, he wasn’t afraid to 
throw his weight around in the defensive zone, playing a 
mean game and getting involved physically. 

Eric Cooley - Cooley is good enough to play pro hockey, 
although I don’t see him being more than a depth forward at 
the AHL level. He’s a great skater, but his skill doesn’t pop 
and he isn’t elite in any other area. I thought he had a good 
tournament, but not a fantastic one.  

Charlie Desroches - Desroches was fine in both games, 
although I didn’t see anything that really wowed me. I felt that 
he made a few nice plays in his own end as well as a few 
bad plays, and he wasn’t much of a factor in the offensive 
zone. His skating stood out, which is to be expected given 
how much the Hurricanes value skating. 

Griffin Mendel - Mendel did a lot of what I liked about him 
during his stint with Chicago. He skated well, was great in his 
own end and showed flashes of offensive potential. Mendel 
was able to join the play on multiple occasions and while he 
didn’t show up on the scoresheet often, if at all, he was 
involved. 

Jamieson Rees - Heading into the showcase, I expected 
Rees to be one of Carolina’s best forwards, and I wasn’t 
disappointed. Rees was everywhere on the ice and was 
getting under the skin of every team in the process. I felt that 
he was able to establish his presence in all three zones and 
make life difficult for the opposition. I’m still unsure about his 
offensive upside, but he’ll definitely play NHL games.  

Deni Goure - Goure was fine in this showcase. I liked his 
skating and I felt that he was a pain to play against on the 
forecheck, especially when paired with Orr. I don’t see him 
making a massive impact as a pro, but he definitely had his 
moments. 

Anttoni Honka - This was Honka’s first test on North 
American ice and I could tell that he was battling with the fact 
that there was less space and less time to make decisions 
with the puck. He’s used to having a ton of room to skate 
around, but NHL ice is smaller and he has to be quicker with 
the puck. He adjusted over the course of the tournament, 
however. I saw some strong defensive plays as well as some 
great stick checks, but he absolutely has to get stronger 
along the boards. 

Blake Murray - I wasn’t sure about Murray’s upside heading 
into the second game. I felt that he wasn’t great against 
Florida, although in his defense, nobody was. I was 
impressed with Murray’s play off the puck in both of the other 
games, and his goal scoring touch was as strong as ever. 
Murray looks a tad faster and he’ll need to be if he wants to 
play in the AHL this year. 

Ronan Seeley - Seeley was good in this tournament. I didn’t 
think that he was great, but his defensive play was sound, he 
was good in the offensive zone, and his elite skating was on 
full display. Seeley still needs to add about ten pounds, but 
he was trying to get involved physically. I liked his 
tournament, overall. 

Vasily Ponomarev - Ponomarev is special. He’s quick, has 
great hands, is smart and can make an impact in all three 
zones. Ponomarev was consistent throughout Carolina’s 
three game slate and made a number of great plays both 
with and without the puck. If Carolina didn’t have such a 
deep roster, I could see Ponomarev making the team. He’ll 
start the year in Chicago, but I’d be more surprised if we 
don’t see him at all this season rather than if we do see him 
in Carolina. 

Joe Arntsen - I knew next to nothing about Arntsen heading 
into this tournament but I came away liking his game. He’s a 
strong defensive defender capable of handling the puck, and 
his physical tools stood out. I didn’t see him play in the 
offensive zone as much as I would’ve liked given his 
numbers with Lethbridge, but I liked his overall game. 

Sam McGinley - McGinley scored against Nashville and 
looked fine in the games he appeared in. He checked a lot of 
the boxes that Carolina looks for in players: skating, work 
ethic, defensive ability and hockey sense.  

Patrik Hamrla - I’m excited about Hamrla, and I have been 
since I saw him play in person at last year’s tournament. This 
year, Hamrla looked more comfortable and was a lot quicker, 
allowing for him to make some stellar saves in the process. 
His style is still a little erratic, but there’s no denying the fact 
that he can make some massive saves. 

Jakub Vondras - Vondras had an ugly first game but 
rebounded well after that. He looked much more confident 
out there against Tampa and made some spectacular saves. 
His lateral movement is impressive and I felt that he was 
challenging shooters more than he was against Florida. 
Vondras is definitely going to take some time, but I see what 
Carolina liked about him.  

Dylan Ernst - Ernst didn’t play in any of the three games, so I 
don’t have much to say about him. I liked him with Kamloops 
in the WHL this past year, but I didn’t get a ton of viewings 
on him to definitively state what he is as a prospect. I would 
have liked to have seen him get at least a period’s worth of 
action against Tampa Bay, but Vondras’ performance in net 
put that out of the question. 

Final Thoughts 

Overall, I was impressed with the Hurricanes’ prospects over 
the course of the tournament. They showed tremendous 
resilience after the ugly loss to the Panthers and were able to 
outspeed and outskill a larger and more physical Nashville 
team. I doubt that any of these players will make the team 
out of camp, but a few of them managed to make a major 
impact in these games and that momentum will carry over 
into the main training camp. I’m excited to see what this 
year’s Chicago Wolves team can do, especially after getting 
to see the prospects and talk to Brock Sheahan. He’s an 
intelligent coach that wants his team to get better every day, 
and I see a lot of similarities to Rod Brind’Amour in his 
approach.  

Camp invites are usually there to make an impression and 
parlay that into a contract of some sort, and I feel that 
Dronov was able to do that. It wouldn’t surprise me if 
Carolina tries to sign him, because I felt that his game is 
suited for the NHL. He still needs some refinement, but the 
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skating and physical tools are there, along with good hockey 
sense and playmaking ability. He could be a decent sixth or 
seventh defenseman in the future. 

It’s an exciting time for Hurricanes fans, and I’m looking 
forward to watching this group of prospects develop over the 
course of this season. I hope you all were able to catch some 
of these games, and if not, I hope that this is at least helpful 
for you. Training camp starts this week, folks. We’ve made it.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266058066.html 

https://theathletic.com/3609489/2022/09/21/nhl-offseason-headlines-eastern-conference/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-catch-up-pashin-goes-lacrosse-a-record-5k-camp-time/c-335633746 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34632392/fans-allowed-field-nhl-stadium-series-game-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-february 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34623142/lingering-questions-all-32-nhl-teams-heading-training-camp-goaltending-lineup-injuries-more 
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Carolina Hurricanes announce roster and schedule for preseason 
training camp 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 1:52 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes will open preseason training camp with 47 
skaters and six goalies, the team announced Tuesday. 

The Canes released their camp roster and schedule, with the on-ice 
sessions set to begin Thursday at 9 a.m. at PNC Arena. The players will 
have team testing and physicals on Wednesday. 

The roster will be split into two groups for the start of camp — Teams C1 
and C2. The sessions will be held both at PNC Arena and Invisalign 
Arena, the team’s practice facility in Morrisville. 

One player not listed on the camp roster is defenseman Jake Gardiner, 
who missed last season after surgery on his hip and back. 

The Hurricanes, who won the Metropolitan Division last season, open 
their preseason schedule Tuesday, Sept. 27, against Tampa Bay at PNC 
Arena. 

Carolina has six preseason exhibition games before the season opener 
Oct. 12 against Columbus at home. 
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NHL veteran Keith Yandle announces retirement after 16 seasons 

 

Staff Report 

The Athletic Staff 

1-2 minutes 20/09/2022 

 

NHL veteran Keith Yandle is retiring after 16 seasons in the league, he 
announced on the podcast “Spittin’ Chiclets” on Monday. 

Yandle owns the record for the most consecutive games played in the 
NHL at 989. The defenseman’s streak began on March 26, 2009, and 
ended on March 29 of this year. Phil Kessel, who signed a one-year deal 
with the Vegas Golden Knights this offseason, is second to Yandle with 
an active 982-game streak. 

“I’m really at ease with it and looking forward to the next chapter, for 
sure,” Yandle said on the podcast. 

Yandle, 36, played 1,109 games total from 2006 through last season, 
racking up 619 points (103 goals, 516 assists). He was selected by the 
Coyotes in the fourth round of the 2005 NHL Draft. Yandle spent the first 
nine years of his career with the Coyotes before playing five with the 
Panthers, two with the Rangers and closing it out with the Flyers last 
year. 
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NHL breakout players 2022-23: Cole Caufield, Artturi Lehkonen, Jamie 
Drysdale and more 

 

Harman Dayal 

19-24 minutes 20/09/2022 

 

The arrival of another NHL season marks the opportunity for new stars to 
burst onto the scene. 

A “breakout” can involve many different scenarios. Sometimes it’s 
predictable where a highly touted young player like Jack Hughes finally 
enters superstar territory. Other times it can be an unheralded player like 
Ryan Hartman surprisingly exploding for 34 goals, similar to how Carter 
Verhaeghe, Chandler Stephenson and William Karlsson broke out in 
years prior. 

Our goal today is to look around the league in search of hockey’s next 
biggest breakouts. This could be a bottom-six forward or third-pair 
defender that steps up the lineup and elevates their game significantly or 
an exciting young talent who’s ready to become an All-Star. In any case, 
we’re targeting notable year-over-year growth. 

How do we identify these candidates? These are some of the attributes I 
look for. 

Increased ice-time and responsibility (think back to Vegas’ inaugural 
season and how many breakout players they produced) 

New opportunities to play with elite linemate(s) or a better team (look at 
how Devon Toews popped once he was traded to the Avs and got to play 
with Cale Makar) 

Age-related growth potential (most players peak in their mid-20s so if 
you’re younger than that, you’ve got a natural tailwind) 

Underlying numbers that suggest the player is capable of producing more 
(for example, Jack Hughes’ strong play-driving and zone entry numbers 
hinted at a breakout before his point totals exploded) 

I crafted an initial list of about 20-25 players using these criteria and then 
sourced help from NHL front-office personnel and a couple of The 
Athletic colleagues to whittle down the group. 

I’m going to exclude anyone eligible for the Calder Trophy from this 
exercise to make it a bit more interesting. Before anyone asks, I don’t 
consider Bowen Byram a breakout candidate — if you’re leading the 
NHL’s best team in five-on-five ice-time in the Stanley Cup Final, you’re 
already a star in my books. I’m applying a similar rationale to Matt Boldy 
who looked excellent with 39 points in 47 games last season. 

Without further ado, let’s get into our top 10 list. 

Cole Caufield, Montreal Canadiens 

Heading into last season, oddsmakers and pundits were ready to plaster 
Cole Caufield’s name all over the Calder Trophy. The diminutive 
Canadiens sniper was on the heels of an excellent NHL cameo, which 
included 12 points in 20 games en route to Montreal’s Stanley Cup Final 
run. Caufield looked dangerous in the playoffs on a line with Nick Suzuki 
and Tyler Toffoli, flashing not only his scoring ability but surprisingly 
advanced playmaking skills as well. With that experience in his back 
pocket, Caufield looked primed for a huge season. 

Instead, the first half of Caufield’s rookie campaign was a flat-out 
nightmare. The 21-year-old right-winger had scored just a single goal 
through 30 games by February. He struggled defensively, with the 
Canadiens bleeding scoring chances and goals against when their prized 
scorer stepped on the ice. He was demoted to the AHL for half a dozen 
games in November. 

On Feb 9, the Canadiens hired Martin St. Louis as head coach to replace 
Dominique Ducharme. That was the reset button Caufield so desperately 
needed. From that point, it’s as if all the pressure, expectations and 
disappointment of his rookie season to that point had been lifted off his 
shoulders. 

Only eight players scored more goals than Caufield from that point on, 
who had 22 goals in 37 games down the stretch. The talent and second-
half performance are impressive on their own, but there’s even more 
reason to be bullish on Caufield. Most top goal scorers I’ve talked to 
always say that their first big slump is easily the most agonizing and 
challenging. They say it’s a really valuable hurdle to overcome because 
the next time you go cold for a stretch, your confidence doesn’t waver as 
easily, and it’s much easier to find your game again. 

The experience, mental fortitude and confidence Caufield will have 
gained from overcoming his first-half slump is invaluable. He’s essentially 
gone through the sophomore slump experience already and gotten 
through unharmed on the other side. That means he’ll be better equipped 
to handle adversity and other challenges like teams guarding him tighter. 

Combine all of these factors together and it’s very possible for Caufield to 
crack 30-35 goals this coming year. 

Artturi Lehkonen has never scored 20 goals or cracked the 40-point mark 
in a single season. He seems destined to surpass those milestones, and 
perhaps by a significant margin, in 2022-23. 

For starters, he’s primed for a jump in ice time. Players that move from 
non-contenders to elite teams don’t usually see an uptick in opportunity, 
but Lehkonen went from averaging 14:14 per game with Montreal in 
2021-22 (and just 13:25 in 2020-21) to playing nearly 16 and a half 
minutes per game down the stretch with the Avalanche. Jared Bednar 
doubled down on his Lehkonen bet in the playoffs, where the latter was 
logging 17:07 per game. 

Lehkonen is an excellent fit in Colorado. He may lack natural finishing 
ability, but he’s extremely fast, disruptive on the forecheck and excellent 
defensively. Colorado has an abundance of scorers, so it’s easy to plug 
Lehkonen in as a smart, hardworking complementary presence who can 
play tough minutes. 

Second, there’s going to be considerably more talent around Lehkonen, 
which should help him produce more. 

Since the 2020-21 campaign, Lehkonen’s five most common linemates in 
terms of shared five-on-five ice time were Jake Evans, Joel Armia, Paul 
Byron, Nick Suzuki and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. With Colorado in the 
playoffs, those five most common linemates included Nazem Kadri, 
Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen, Nathan MacKinnon and Valeri 
Nichushkin — a massive upgrade in talent. 

Kadri’s offseason departure also makes Lehkonen a strong candidate to 
play the bumper spot on Colorado’s stacked first-unit power play. 
Lehkonen earned chances there in the playoffs when Kadri was hurt and 
while Evan Rodrigues and J.T. Compher are also options to slot in the 
bumper, Lehkonen would be the most seamless fit as a left-hand shot. 

With increased ice time, a wealth of offensive pieces around him, and the 
chance for a pristine PP1 opportunity, Lehkonen looks poised to hit new 
career highs in 2022-23. 

Jamie Drysdale, Anaheim Ducks 

It’s rare for a 19-year-old defenseman to crack an NHL lineup. When one 
does come by, it’s usually in a sheltered role to start — it’s almost 
unheard of for a teenage rookie defenseman to play a major top-four role 
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in difficult minutes. Jamie Drysdale earned that distinction last season, 
which is a testament on its own to how special his potential is. 

Drysdale logged just shy of 20 minutes per game, most of them next to 
Hampus Lindholm, with public matchup data revealing that he spent the 
most minutes of any Ducks defensemen against elite competition last 
season. 

Which Ducks D Played Hardest Matchups? 

Matchup data via PuckIQ 

Drysdale struggled at times defensively but that should have been 
expected given the challenging workload. For the most part, the right-
shot defender held his own and still managed to notch 32 points. He has 
a ton of upside because of his excellent skating ability. Drysdale escapes 
pressure really well, posted strong puck-moving numbers and should 
improve defensively quicker than most because of his above-average 
hockey sense. 

We may not see a huge offensive pop in Drysdale’s sophomore 
campaign, especially since John Klingberg will soak up primary offensive 
minutes. But Drysdale survived a uniquely difficult challenge as a 19-
year-old rookie and could quickly emerge as a two-way puck-moving stud 
this season, especially as the team around him improves. 

Dawson Mercer, New Jersey Devils 

It can be very challenging for young two-way forwards to make an all-
around, 200-foot impact right away. Offense and points can come quickly 
for players just breaking into the league but genuinely driving two-way 
results and making a defensive impact is pretty rare and usually requires 
years of NHL experience. Someone like Trevor Zegras can emerge as an 
elite offensive talent immediately but it might take years for a Valeri 
Nichushkin to become the elite two-way presence he’s recognized as 
now. 

That’s what makes Dawson Mercer’s rookie performance as a 20-year-
old last season so impressive. The diligent two-way forward was able to 
immediately stick at centre, chip in with 42 points and while his five-on-
five play-driving numbers were nothing to write home about, he was able 
to hold his own in middle-six minutes, which is an accomplishment in 
itself. 

With Hughes and Nico Hischier set down the middle, there’s a good 
chance Mercer could shift into a top-six wing role for the Devils this 
season. New Jersey already experimented with that a bit last season 
when Mercer played on Hughes’ flank, a combination that controlled play 
and scored a ton together. 

An opportunity to play on Hughes’ wing for a full year could really level 
Mercer up. On the wall, his tremendous work ethic, puck retrieval skills 
and mature, detail-oriented style could provide a lot of the dirty work for 
the Devils’ top line. Next to a star talent like Hughes, Mercer’s knack for 
finding open ice and his above-average shot should be an excellent fit 
offensively. 

Mercer’s chance to evolve from a third-line centre to a top-line winger 
could fuel a sophomore breakout. 

Frank Vatrano, Anaheim Ducks 

We’ve never seen Frank Vatrano occupy a premium scoring role on an 
NHL team for a full season. In Florida, he was buried behind top 
offensive talent and nestled into an effective secondary scoring role. It’ll 
be fascinating to see what he can do now in a bigger role with the Ducks. 

Vatrano’s fast, has proven scoring ability as a volume shooter, can play 
both wings and helps on the power play. There are limitations to his 
playmaking and defensive game, but in the right role, with the right 
linemates, he can score plenty of goals. 

In Anaheim, Vatrano will have very little competition to win a top-six job. 
There will be some intriguing talent for him to play with as he could end 

up alongside one of Ryan Strome or Trevor Zegras, with the likes of Troy 
Terry and Mason McTavish slotting into the top six as well. 

If Vatrano’s cameo with the Rangers last season is any indication, he 
could thrive in a bigger role. Vatrano earned top-six minutes in New York 
alongside Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider, which led to him scoring 13 
goals and 26 points in 42 games combined between the regular season 
and playoffs. 

Vatrano won’t put up huge offensive numbers — I’m definitely not 
expecting the kind of scoring surge that has the league talking about him 
— but 25 goals feels like it’s within reach this season. 

Tim Stützle, Ottawa Senators 

Tim Stützle’s midseason transition to centre last season may have been 
the key to unlocking his potential. Stützle scored 35 points in 35 games 
playing down the middle to close out the 2021-22 campaign. Playing 
centre, he was able to get more touches on the puck, leveraging his 
speed and playmaking to make dynamic plays through the middle. 

With Stützle’s ideal fit at centre solidified, the Senators went shopping 
this summer and significantly bolstered the players he’ll have on the 
wings. Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Drake Batherson already have 
great chemistry as a line, so one would imagine that offseason additions 
Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux will line up alongside Stützle. That 
presents a huge upgrade compared to the linemates Stützle had last 
season. 

One of the precursors to look for in young players with speed and 
dynamic skill is how often they’re creating offensive zone entries with 
possession. Long before players like Jack Hughes, Andre Burakovsky, 
Jordan Kyrou and Kevin Fiala broke out as top offensive producers, they 
were creating controlled offensive zone entries at a high-end rate. These 
players had modest point totals but excellent zone entry numbers. 
Eventually, they learned how to translate those rush chances into better 
production. Stützle’s in a similar boat in that he carries the puck into the 
zone at a high rate and has room to grow in terms of how efficiently he 
can turn those into actual rush chances. 

Data and viz courtesy Corey Sznajder 

Stützle has the potential to pop as a 70+ point scorer this season, but I 
wonder about his power-play usage and how that could affect his 
production. For example, 17 of Stützle’s 35 points down the stretch were 
from the power play, where he spent the majority of his time on Ottawa’s 
first unit. Will he be bumped down to the second unit with the arrival of a 
new power-play stud like DeBrincat? That’s the sort of scenario that 
could make it harder to put up massive point totals this season. 

Still, there are enough factors between the successful second-half fit at 
centre, upgraded linemates, his zone entry profile and age-related 
tailwinds to expect Stützle to take a step forward in 2022-23. 

Alexis Lafrenière, New York Rangers 

Alexis Lafreniére’s NHL progress has been steady, but perhaps slower 
than you’d expect from a No. 1 selection. Lafrenière has shown lots of 
potential in flashes, but he hasn’t become a top offensive force in the way 
peers like Stützle and Lucas Raymond have yet. 

The second half of last season and the playoffs were signs that he may 
be on the cusp of a breakout though. Lafrenière looked far more 
confident and assertive offensively. He learned how to become a 
physical force and consistently caught my eye in the playoffs as a pivotal 
part of the Kid Line. The production followed as he registered 11 goals 
and 20 points in his final 36 regular-season games and two goals and 
nine points through 20 postseason contests. It’s also interesting that all 
19 of the goals he scored last season came at even strength. 

The Lafreniére we saw down the stretch and into the playoffs showed a 
lot of evolution compared to the player we saw at the start of last season. 
That provides a lot of hope as does the opportunity for him to fight for a 
top-line spot on his off wing with Zibanejad and Kreider. 
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Industry observers noted that they’d like to see Lafrenière’s playmaking 
develop for him to take the next step. They argue that the physical tools 
are all there with the size, one-on-one skill and wrist shot, but that the 
impressive hockey sense he showed in junior hasn’t quite translated to 
the NHL as consistently yet. 

Lafrenière has the talent, pedigree and momentum from last season to 
break out as a third-year pro. 

Pavel Francouz, Colorado Avalanche 

The quality of the team in front can have a tremendous impact on a 
goaltender’s performance. Backstopping a structured team that forces 
the opposition to the outside, prevents dangerous cross-seam passes 
and limits odd-man rushes against is obviously far easier than tending 
goal for a club that’s a defensive nightmare. 

Look at a team like Carolina, for example. Alex Nedeljkovic looked like a 
stud for the Hurricanes in the 2020-21 campaign but then got lit up last 
season in Detroit. Frederik Andersen, coming off the worst year of his 
career, signed in Carolina and went on to play like an elite goaltender. 
Carolina’s stingy defensive structure clearly creates a conducive 
environment for goaltenders to excel. 

With Darcy Kuemper leaving in free agency, the Colorado Avalanche will 
be leaning on a platoon of Alexandar Georgiev and Pavel Francouz this 
season. Colorado’s well-known as an offensive juggernaut but they’re 
also quietly an elite defensive team, led by arguably the best blue line in 
the NHL. It’s also worth remembering that Philipp Grubauer went from 
being a solid No. 2 in Washington to becoming a Vezina finalist in 2020-
21. The point is that Georgiev and Francouz have a soft landing spot. 

Francouz has played 57 career regular-season games for the Avs, with a 
.921 save percentage. That isn’t to say it’s been all perfect — Francouz 
got lit up in the 2019-20 playoffs — but he was decent through six 
postseason games, going undefeated when Kuemper was sidelined with 
an eye injury. 

Nobody’s mistaking Francouz for a clearcut starter, but could he be a 
decent 1A in front of an elite team? I don’t see why not if he stays 
healthy, especially since he overcame his playoff demons last season. 

Seth Jarvis, Carolina Hurricanes 

Seth Jarvis is one of the league’s most likable young players. He blends 
speed, high-end puck skills and scrappy competitiveness in an 
undersized, yet strong 5-foot-10 frame. Jarvis fearlessly attacks the 
middle and can make plays at a high pace through traffic. He plays a 
diligent off-puck game where he wins loose pucks, engages in battles 
and can spin off checks in tight quarters once he’s gained possession. 

Jarvis leveraged all of those assets to score 40 points in 68 games as a 
rookie last season. Why could he break out as a sophomore? 

For starters, Jarvis is an extremely efficient producer, his 2.34 points per 
60 minutes rate at five-on-five ranking top-60 among all NHL forwards. 
Scoring that many points while averaging less than 14 minutes per game 
is a sign of a very talented offensive player. 

Jarvis should see a significant bump in ice time, the kind of opportunity 
that could propel a breakout. The 20-year-old was already earning a 
bigger role by the playoffs and if Rod Brind’Amour’s public comments are 
any indication, the coach loves him — a great sign that he’ll earn the trust 
necessary for a premium top-six role. Max Pacioretty’s injury leaves extra 
top-six minutes available too. Jarvis has all the talent and work ethic in 
the world, and with a bigger opportunity on the horizon, there’s a good 
chance he takes another substantial step. 

Philip Tomasino, Nashville Predators 

Nashville enhanced its forward depth this summer with the signing of 
Nino Niederreiter but there’s still a need for a final winger to round out the 
top six. Enter Philip Tomasino. 

Tomasino notched 32 points as a rookie last season despite averaging 
just 11:32 per game. That’s pretty impressive considering Nick Cousins 
and Michael McCarron were the two forwards he shared the most five-
on-five minutes with, according to Natural Stat Trick. The speedy 21-
year-old forward is a dynamic puck handler who can make plays through 
the middle of the ice. He has good vision and a quality shot. There’s work 
to be done in terms of rounding out Tomasino’s all-around game, but 
there’s a ton of talent and potential on offer. 

A top-six role certainly won’t be given, it’ll have to be earned in training 
camp. But if Tomasino can win that kind of role, he’ll play more minutes 
and gain more talented linemates. Combine those factors with natural 
age-related progression and Tomasino could see a significant uptick in 
his sophomore production. 

Honourable mentions 

Martin Necas: Excellent vision, hands and overall playmaking ability. He 
has a dynamic skill set and added solid muscle this summer. The only 
concern is that the Canes’ coaching staff doesn’t seem to know how to 
maximize Necas’ talent. He’s best suited at centre but he’ll probably be 
back on the wing again. 

Alex Newhook: Kadri and Burakovksky’s departures mean there are 
additional middle-six minutes to grab, even after the Evan Rodrigues 
signing. Newhook could be a candidate to fill the 2C role or play a 
prominent third-line one. In any case, he’s likely to assume a bigger role, 
one that he should be poised to take advantage of given his speed and 
skill. 

Cole Sillinger: Sillinger, Columbus’ No. 12 pick, was the only 2021 
draftee who spent the entire season in the NHL. He took advantage, 
scoring 16 goals and 31 points in 79 games. Sillinger could pop this 
season if gets a shot between Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine. 

Anton Lundell: The industry expects that he’ll step up as the Panthers’ 
second-line centre after an excellent rookie campaign where he potted 
44 points in 65 games in a third-line role. He seems ready for that kind of 
greater responsibility. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: I’m not the biggest fan of Kotkaniemi’s game but he’s 
probably the frontrunner to take over for Vincent Trocheck’s vacant 2C 
role. Carolina’s invested a ton into Kotkaniemi so a prominent role feels 
like it’s his to lose at this point. 
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NHL rookie camp standouts: Who impressed in Buffalo, Penticton and 
Traverse City? 

 

Max Bultman, Corey Pronman, Thomas Drance 

10-13 minutes 20/09/2022 

 

NHL training camps officially opened this past weekend, with rookie 
tournaments taking place across the NHL landscape. Today we discuss 
who stood out at three of the main events: the tournament in Buffalo 
featuring Boston, Montreal, New Jersey, Ottawa and Pittsburgh; the 
tournament in Penticton, B.C., with Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver; and Traverse City, Mich., which featured Columbus, Dallas, 
Detroit, St. Louis and Toronto. 

Corey Pronman was at the Buffalo tournament, although he wasn’t in 
attendance for the final game. Thomas Drance reported from Penticton, 
and Max Bultman was in Traverse City. Overall, here are the handful of 
prospects we selected from each tournament who we felt stood out, with 
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an eye towards players we felt helped their chances of cracking the big 
club or gave strong impressions of future pro potential. 

Buffalo Tournament: Corey Pronman 

Owen Beck, C, Montreal: Beck’s tournament wasn’t one full of flashy 
moments, but he was a play-driver down the middle. He’s not that big, 
but his compete level was quite good, winning a lot of battles and 
showing his game had pace. He did that while making some plays and 
being involved in the offense. He may never be high-end at anything in 
the NHL, but he has a well-rounded skill set and looked like a guy who 
will be effective as a pro. 

Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston: Lysell was the most noticeable player on 
Boston from a talent perspective, as with his excellent skating and skill 
he seemed to be the only forward who could make things happen 
consistently from a zone entry or chance creation perspective. He’s still 
not that physically imposing, but I think he’s working on being more 
consistent with his effort and it’s been noticeable in the past few months. 

Jiri Kulich, C, Buffalo: Kulich has had a strong last few months, building 
off his MVP performance at the U18 Worlds with a good World Junior 
and good camp performances for Buffalo. He played the middle at this 
tournament as opposed to the wing and looked comfortable. Kulich isn’t 
the best at any one thing, but his combination of speed, work ethic and 
skill allowed him to drive play and make things happen even as an 18-
year-old going against older players. He’s likely going to start the season 
in the AHL, and as far as I can tell he looks ready to help a team at that 
level. 

Simon Nemec, RHD, New Jersey: Nemec’s game wasn’t full of highlight 
reels or the physical dominance of a player like Juraj Slafkovsky, but he 
was quite effective in his games. His hockey sense is excellent, and you 
saw it through the matches where he always seemed to make the right 
decisions with the puck, keeping the play moving up ice and creating 
offense as well. He combined that with solid defensive work. I’d prefer 
him to play one more year outside the NHL, but you can tell how much 
pro experience he has with how efficient and fast his puck-movement is. 

Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa: Pinto was quite good in the one game he 
played. His strong skill and compete levels were evident and he was 
often making positive things happen around the puck. He had a mid-
game injury scare, which wasn’t ideal after missing so much time recently 
due to injury, but he came back and finished the game. He looks primed 
to play a featured role on the Senators. 

Samuel Poulin, C, Pittsburgh: Poulin line did very well in the one game 
the Penguins played. I don’t think he stood out and took over, but I liked 
how Poulin’s game looked. He was winning a lot of battles, competing 
well and was around the play on top of finishing plays. He also looked 
comfortable playing the middle, a fact I mistakenly did not allude to in my 
previous write-up of Poulin, as he played center during the second half of 
the previous season. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Montreal: Slafkovsky wasn’t all over the score 
sheet in his two games, but he stood out as you would hope the 2022 
first overall pick would, particularly in his first game. There were times 
Slafkovsky physically overmatched his opponents with his massive 
frame. His speed, reach and skill combination also allowed him to 
generate a ton of clean entries. He got and generated plenty of scoring 
chances and overall was the most impressive pro prospect at this event, 
as somewhat expected. 

Penticton Tournament: Thomas Drance 

Danila Klimovich, RW, Vancouver: Klimovich is physically imposing, 
enormously skilled and has high-end attacking instincts, but he’s only 
really played one year of high-level competitive hockey and it can show 
in his positioning and details. In Vancouver’s first game, for example, 
Klimovich lost his temper, wasted possession with poor shot selection, 
struggled to use his linemates and was constantly out of position. From 
there, however, Klimovich took over, turning pucks over on the 
forecheck, supporting well along the wall and threading passes through 

defenders at will. A fascinating player development experiment, if 
Klimovich can iron out the blind spots in his hockey IQ, there’s a ton of 
potential here. His second North American professional season got off to 
a wildly impressive start this weekend. 

Cole Perfetti, C, Winnipeg: Perfetti found a way to make a significant 
impact in Penticton, despite some poor play from the Jets’ prospect team 
as a whole. There’s a supercomputer level of processing that’s apparent 
when you watch Perfetti closely, and it allows him to make an impact 
whether he’s scoring or not. Defensively, he was excellent, with a 
disruptive stick and the intelligence to read and react in some tough 
circumstances, which was important as Winnipeg’s prospects spent 
much of the tournament without the puck. Aside from the third period of 
Winnipeg’s final tournament game, which he completely took over, 
Perfetti most consistently demonstrated his puck skills and playmaking 
on the power play, where he was excellent at efficiently creating chances 
for his teammates. 

Connor Zary, LW/C, Calgary: Zary’s on-ice intelligence and 
competitiveness were unmistakable this weekend. Playing as both a 
centre and on the wing, Zary’s pace, oft-cited as his biggest area for 
improvement, wasn’t remotely an issue, and his anticipation, stick 
handling and ability to protect the puck in traffic permitted him to skate 
through defenders, win battles and get around the ice at will. Zary took 
losing personally, played with edge and went to the net hard. He had a 
couple of questionable decisions with the puck too, but he generated 
chances and had the look of a player who was a bounce away from 
breaking out offensively throughout the tournament. 

Dylan Holloway, W, Edmonton: The Oilers’ prospect team was easily the 
most talented side at the Penticton tournament, and Holloway was their 
most consistently dynamic player. With his combination of speed and 
size, Holloway just looked like an NHL player throughout the tournament. 
He showed more creativity than I’d expected, creating a number of 
scoring chances in Edmonton’s first tournament game, and was credited 
with an assist in that game (although I thought he should’ve been 
credited with another one as well). Holloway contributed on both special 
teams units, showing pretty good feel for the bumper spot on the power 
play, and was counted on to play in leverage situations — both late in a 
one-goal game on Friday, and with the opponent’s net empty on 
Saturday night. Perhaps most importantly, Holloway’s shot looked 
entirely unencumbered by the wrist surgeries that caused him to miss 
time last fall: 

Traverse City Tournament: Max Bultman 

Kent Johnson, C, Columbus: Johnson was one of the most impressive — 
and most effective — players in Traverse City this weekend. He had the 
puck a lot, attacked with pace, and his obvious skill and hockey sense 
translated on the scoresheet with six points (two goals, four assists) in 
three games. He did look a bit timid at times in a physical game against 
St. Louis early in the tournament — something to watch as he makes his 
NHL roster push — but even in that game he had a goal and two assists 
by the end of the night. And when the Blue Jackets were down late to 
Toronto, Johnson was at the middle of Columbus’ late push to tie it in the 
final minutes. It was a strong showing. 

Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Columbus: On a Columbus team with several 
intriguing prospects, Mateychuk was one of the most consistently 
noticeable players on the ice thanks to his skating and smarts. He didn’t 
light up the box score — he had just one assist on the weekend — but he 
was a controlled exit machine and looked poised under pressure, making 
lots of smart, simple plays. 

Christian Kyrou, RHD, Dallas: Like Mateychuk, Kyrou impressed with his 
brain and mobility. He scored a pair of goals for the Stars, but more 
impressive was how impactful he was as an undersized 19-year-old 
defenseman at an event with plenty of players in their early to mid 
twenties. He consistently showed his smarts and poise, escaping 
pressure when needed and helping to create offense for the Stars. 

Zachary Bolduc, C/LW, St. Louis: It wasn’t a great showing by the Blues 
as a whole, as St. Louis lost two different games by a score of 7-1. But 
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after I hadn’t noticed him much in the team’s first game, Bolduc stood out 
to me in the final two contests, creating chances and converting them. 
I’m not sure if it was a coincidence, but those latter two games came with 
Bolduc on the wing after he had played center in the opener. He finished 
the weekend with two goals and two assists in three games, and I also 
liked seeing some physicality from him. It’s also worth noting that his 
linemate, 2022 sixth-round pick Landon Sim, finished among the 
tournament scoring leaders with five points (three goals and two assists) 
in three games. Beyond the goals, I mainly noticed Sim for his compete 
level, but it was a productive showing for a such a young late-round pick. 

Sebastian Cossa, G, Detroit: Detroit evenly split time among three 
goalies at the event, so Cossa played in half of two games, but he was 
dominant. He stopped 33 of the 34 shots he saw, including some tough 
ones with the pads. He’s big, athletic and looked in control through the 
weekend. He was the clear-cut top goaltender at the tournament. It’ll be 
really interesting to see where Detroit opts to play him this season, a 
decision that looks like it will stretch into main camp and the preseason. 
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Kadri to the Flames and more: Rating the West’s offseason headlines 
with the Bizarro-meter 

 

Sean McIndoe 

13-16 minutes 20/09/2022 

 

Training camp week has arrived, meaning the offseason is officially over. 
Let’s get weird. 

Or not all that weird, depending on the team. It’s time to dust off the 
Bizarro-meter, the annual feature in which we rate every NHL team 
based on just how strange their offseason was. 

Let’s be clear: Bizarre does not mean bad, and this isn’t a ranking of who 
did or didn’t improve over the summer. For bizarro-meter purposes, it’s 
very possible for a team to think outside the box and surprise us with a 
brilliant but unexpected move. It’s also far more common to see teams 
make the same cliched and uninspired mistakes that don’t seem odd at 
all. 

If you want to know how well your team did in the offseason, look 
elsewhere, because I’m dumb and have no idea focused on my area of 
expertise. As always, we’ll do this by division, going from the least to the 
most bizarre in each. Today is the Western Conference, while tomorrow 
will see us head east. 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

The offseason so far: They continued to offer cap space reprieves via 
trade, and traded up to get Conor Geekie at the trade. There was the 
usual arena drama too, but as strange as that is, we knew it was 
happening before the offseason started. 

But their strangest story was: Passing on Shane Wright, although they 
were hardly the only ones. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 3.0/10. Pretty standard stuff for the Coyotes. 
Honestly, I’m giving most of these points for their new home being called 
Mullet Arena and that one day where they made everyone wear matching 
suits. 

St. Louis Blues 

The offseason so far: They sent Ville Husso to Detroit, then watched 
David Perron join him as a free agent. They re-upped with Robert 
Thomas and Jordan Kyrou on similar deals. Maybe the biggest news was 
what didn’t happen, as they couldn’t land hometown hero Matthew 
Tkachuk. 

But their strangest story was: A Vladimir Tarasenko trade has seemed 
inevitable for going on two years now. It still does, because once again it 
didn’t happen. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 4.1/10. The Blues are a good team, so a quiet 
offseason isn’t all that weird. But at least a few of their fans are 
scratching their heads. 

Nashville Predators 

The offseason so far: They landed Ryan McDonagh from Tampa in what 
was basically a salary dump. And they landed the 2023 NHL Draft and 
awards show, which I’m guessing will be just a little bit fun. 

But their strangest story was: Letting all sorts of Filip Forsberg drama 
build up, then giving him the exact same eight-year deal everyone had 
predicted for him since last year. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 4.2/10. Also, I didn’t know they signed Kevin 
Lankinen until right now. It’s fun to learn new things. 

Colorado Avalanche 

The offseason so far: As expected, the salary cap took a few bites out of 
a loaded roster, with Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky leaving. They 
were able to re-sign Josh Manson and Artturi Lehkonen, while betting on 
Alexandar Georgiev to replace Darcy Kuemper. No Nathan MacKinnon 
extension yet, though; depending on how you want to read the recent 
news, it’s either close to being done, or might not happen at all if the two 
sides don’t figure things out soon. 

But their strangest story was: Joe Sakic being replaced as GM. OK, it 
was a promotion, one designed to keep Chris McFarland in the 
organization, and Sakic is still around to guide the ship as needed. But it 
was still a surprising switch (especially for you poor contest entrants). 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 5.4/10. It was a busy and newsworthy summer, 
but by the end of it, the champs still look like the best team in the league. 

Dallas Stars 

The offseason so far: They lost John Klingberg as expected, extended 
GM Jim Nill and hired coach Pete DeBoer, and made a trade for Nils 
Lundkvist just last night. But the big drama was around their two star 
RFAs, Jake Oettinger and Jason Robertson. Those negotiations 
dragged, and it’s never a good sign when your owner goes on a podcast 
to complain about young stars wanting too much money. Oettinger’s deal 
eventually got done, but we’re still waiting on Robertson, and it’s getting 
late. 

But their strangest story was: Trading Ben Bishop to the Sabres, which 
was one of those great “wait they still make that?” offseason moments. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 5.8/10. This score assumes that Robertson’s deal 
will get done before things turn ugly. If it doesn’t, the Stars move up the 
rankings. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The offseason so far: They tanked — just about as hard and as 
transparently as any team we’ve seen, with Kyle Davidson stripping 
down the roster while not-so-subtly nudging Jonathan Toews and Patrick 
Kane toward the door. With Connor Bedard on the horizon, it’s a plan 
that makes sense … as long as it works. 

But their strangest story was: The Alex DeBrincat trade. Even rebuilding 
teams typically don’t shop 40-goal scorers in their prime, especially for 
middling returns. But hey, if you’re going to tank, there are no half-
measures. Not even the broadcasters were safe. 
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Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.7/10. It’s good to see Luke Richardson finally 
get his shot. And given what the Hawks are trying to do, it’s a risk-free 
move to give the job to a rookie. 

Winnipeg Jets 

The offseason so far: They went all in on luring Barry Trotz. Meanwhile, 
Pierre-Luc Dubois needed either a new home or a long-term extension, a 
Mark Scheifele trade was inevitable, and we wondered just how big the 
roster changes would get for a one-time contender that had clearly hit a 
wall. 

Then, none of that stuff ended up happening. 

Instead of Trotz, they settled for Rick Bowness. Scheifele is still there. So 
is Dubois, with a one-year extension and one eye on Montreal. They lost 
Paul Stastny, which was expected, but their big-name addition was Sam 
Gagner. It won’t shock you to find out that this isn’t playing especially well 
in Winnipeg. 

But their strangest story was: The decision to strip Blake Wheeler of the 
captaincy, followed by explaining the decision with a bunch of nonsense 
about an expanded leadership base. 

Blake Wheeler says he's had a few days to process this news. Says it 
was tough for it to come out of such an early conversation with the new 
coach. Says he was surprised by it. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.8/10. Sometimes, it’s the absence of offseason 
roster changes that’s bizarre. The Jets were the last team anyone figured 
would run it back, but apparently that’s the plan. If there is one. 

Minnesota Wild 

The offseason so far: They entered their era of self-inflicted cap hell by 
trading Kevin Fiala, but then had enough room that they could re-sign 
Marc-Andre Fleury, but then Cam Talbot’s agent wanted him traded, but 
then Bill Guerin politely disagreed, but then they changed their mind and 
traded him anyway. 

But their strangest story was: The whole Kirill Kaprizov fake military ID 
drama, one that seemed like it could erupt into a genuine international 
incident. It was a confusing and potentially scary situation for a few 
weeks there. All’s well that ends well, but the story was as bizarre as they 
come for a while there. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 8.1/10. Also, Marco Rossi almost killed a horse? 

Pacific Division 

Los Angeles Kings 

The offseason so far: They landed one of the biggest names on the 
summer trade market by bringing in Fiala, then locking him up on a 
seven-year deal. Other than that, it was a quiet summer for a team that’s 
staying the course. 

But their strangest story was: They announced that former captain Dustin 
Brown will have his number retired, which makes sense, and also that he 
will get a statue outside the rink, which … you know what, sure. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 1.3/10. Remember when the Kings were the team 
that traded for Wayne Gretzky, had a crook for an owner, were the 
subject of weird rap songs and had fans that occasionally threw live 
chickens on the ice? They’re frustratingly reasonable these days. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The offseason so far: They signed Klingberg to a one-year deal and got 
Dmitry Kulikov for nothing. Other than that, it’s been pretty quiet. 

But their strangest story was: Dallas Eakins still being the coach. That’s 
not a shocker, but he’s never taken a team to the playoffs and new GMs 
often want to bring in their own guy. Pat Verbeek is staying patient. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 3.2/10. Klingberg having to settle for a short-term 
deal was mildly surprising, but for the most part, this is a rebuilding team 
that isn’t ready to be making offseason waves. 

Seattle Kraken 

The offseason so far: They didn’t exactly “weaponize” that cap space 
they’ve been hoarding, but they did spend some money. They signed a 
handful of free agents including Burakovsky, and got Oliver Bjorkstrand 
from Columbus for a handful of magic beans. 

But their strangest story was: Watching Shane Wright fall all the way 
down to them at the No. 4 pick after being the presumptive No. 1 for most 
of the season. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 4.0/10. The draft was wild, man. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The offseason so far: They brought back Evander Kane on a reasonable 
deal, and got their goalie in Jack Campbell. After a strong season, that 
seems like enough to establish the Oilers are legitimate preseason Cup 
contenders for the first time in the Connor McDavid era. We haven’t seen 
the all-in moment yet, but that could come at the deadline. 

That said, we never did get that Jesse Puljujarvi trade we were all 
promised, and bringing in Jake Virtanen was … something. 

But their strangest story was: Jay Woodcroft turned the team around and 
won two playoff rounds, so you knew he was coming back. He did, but it 
was weird that he had to wait for the team to make it official. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 5.5/10. They’re good and should be better, which 
is maybe bizarre in its own right. 

Vancouver Canucks 

The offseason so far: The biggest news was signing J.T. Miller to an 
extension, ending a summer’s worth of speculation as to whether they’d 
have to trade him. They also re-signed Brock Boeser, and landed Ilya 
Mikheyev in free agency, but have nothing on Bo Horvat yet. Plus the 
whole Bruce Boudreau dance was weird. 

But their strangest story was: Drafting Elias Pettersson. Look, it worked 
the first time. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 6.3/10. Each individual move was fine, and the 
team should be slightly better. But step back, and there’s some confusion 
about what exactly the Canucks are trying to do. Jim Rutherford seemed 
to say that they’d be reloading, with a focus on freeing cap space and 
maybe getting younger. Instead, they mostly doubled down on what they 
had, which makes this feel like a win-now situation. Either option might 
be fine, but it’s strange to nod one way and then go the other. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The offseason so far: They took their time before making the seemingly 
obvious move by firing DeBoer, traded one of their stars away for literally 
nothing in return, then watched half the goalies in the league switch 
teams before realizing they needed one. 

But their strangest story was: Trading for Shea Weber. You forgot about 
that one, didn’t you? 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.4/10. Oh, and they signed everyone’s favorite 
wacky neighbor, Phil Kessel. These guys are just never boring, are they? 

San Jose Sharks 

The offseason so far: They dumped most of the Brent Burns contract on 
the Hurricanes, signed a few veterans in free agency, introduced new 
uniforms, and sorted out the Evander Kane mess with an agreement that 
somehow won’t impact their future cap. 

More importantly, they fired their coach and hired a new GM. 
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But their strangest story was: They fired their coach and hired a new GM 
… in that order, two months into their offseason. That’s now how this is 
supposed to work, especially when it means Bob Boughner and staff 
missed out on any chance at other openings. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 7.7/10. Mike Grier has his hands full, and we’ll see 
if David Quinn is the right coach for the job. (Also, we’re not sure what 
this was all about.) 

Calgary Flames 

The offseason so far: How much time do you have? 

Their offseason began with all eyes on pending UFA Johnny Gaudreau, 
as Flames fans waited nervously for an extension that never came. 
Gaudreau’s departure was somewhat surprising while his destination 
was shocking, and it was the sort of decision that can decimate a 
contender. Then it got worse, with news that Matthew Tkachuk wanted 
out. The Flames were imploding. 

But then! Rather than run up the white flag, Brad Treliving went on the 
offensive. He managed to pull off a Tkachuk blockbuster that saw the 
Flames land two legitimate stars. Then he re-signed Andrew 
Mangiapane, and flipped Sean Monahan to clear enough space to land 
Nazem Kadri. 

But their strangest story was: An NHL GM actually doing his job, instead 
of reflexively jumping at the opportunity to kick the can down the road 
into another rebuild. 

Bizarro-meter ranking: 8.3/10. Seriously, Treliving probably could have 
sold it in Calgary by mixing in a little self-pity with some “us against the 
world” bitterness toward the former stars who deserted the fan base. 
Instead, he seems to want to win. We’ll see if it works, but it was fun to 
see a guy try, and it made the Flames the conference’s most interesting 
offseason story. 
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ESPN / What Nathan MacKinnon's new contract means for the 
Avalanche, other NHL superstars like Auston Matthews, Connor McDavid 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

Colorado Avalanche star Nathan MacKinnon signed the richest contract 
for the NHL salary cap era on Tuesday, agreeing to an eight-year 
contract extension worth $100.8 million. That's an average annual value 
of $12.6 million for the 27-year-old center, higher than that of Edmonton 
Oilers star Connor McDavid or anyone else in the NHL. 

It's a contract that will have an impact on the Avalanche roster and future 
NHL contracts for superstars like Auston Matthews of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Here's a look at the MacKinnon Effect after this blockbuster deal. 

How did MacKinnon end up with this deal? 

MacKinnon is making up for lost dollars. 

The Avalanche star signed a seven-year, $44 million contract extension 
in July 2016, his second NHL contract following his rookie deal. Nathan 
MacKinnon wasn't Nathan MacKinnon yet: He had 52 points in 72 games 
and had spent two seasons trying to recapture the magic of his Calder 
Trophy-winning rookie campaign. As a restricted free agent, he didn't 
have much leverage and settled on an annual cap hit of $6.3 million. 

For the majority of that contract, MacKinnon was perhaps the NHL's 
greatest bargain, allowing the Avalanche to build a championship roster 
while their star player was earning less against the cap than 103 other 
NHL players. 

There was some speculation that MacKinnon might take a cap-friendly 
deal with the Avalanche, following in the tradition of what his friend and 
childhood hero Sidney Crosby did with the Pittsburgh Penguins. Three 
years ago, MacKinnon told Forbes that "on my next deal, I'll take less 
again. Because I want to win with this group." 

Maybe he did take less ... from a certain point of view? 

At the NHL player media tour in Las Vegas, there were rumblings that 
MacKinnon and his agent, Pat Brisson, would go in the opposite 
direction: Seeking the richest contract of the cap era. One source 
believed that MacKinnon would become the first player to hit a $13 
million average annual value. The Avalanche weren't likely to go there, 
and one could understand their counterargument: Where could 
MacKinnon get that money as an unrestricted free agent in summer 
2023, with a team that could contend and in a place he'd like to live? 

Instead, the Avalanche gave MacKinnon a higher cap number than 
McDavid, and gave Brisson the highest paid player in the NHL. Mission 
accomplished. 

What does this deal mean for the Avalanche? 

Under Joe Sakic, who is now Colorado's president of hockey operations, 
and general manager Chris MacFarland, the Avalanche had meticulously 
handed out contract extensions to their key players. 

Winger Mikko Rantanen signed a six-year extension off his rookie deal in 
September 2019, with an average annual value of $9.25 million. It 
appeared captain Gabriel Landeskog might leave as a free agent last 
summer; instead, he signed an eight-year extension in July 2021 worth 
$7 million annually. Then came the key signing: Defenseman Cale 
Makar, who was inked to a six-year extension in July 2021 worth $9 
million annually under the cap. He might already be underpaid just a year 
into that deal. 

According to CapFriendly, the Avalanche will have 13 players under 
contract and just over $13.98 million in open cap space under a projected 
$83.5 million cap. Most of those open roster spots are among players 
found in their bottom-six forwards, as well as veteran defenseman Erik 
Johnson ($6 million AAV). 

Among the contracts that will be impacted by MacKinnon's deal: 

    Center Alex Newhook, 21, who is a restricted free agent next summer 
coming off his rookie deal. He's slated to possibly replace Nazem Kadri 
as the team's No. 2 center, which means it could be a breakout season 
for him. 

    Defenseman Bowen Byram, also a restricted free agent next summer 
and coming off his rookie deal. 

    Defenseman Devon Toews, 28, who is an unrestricted free agent in 
summer 2024 and makes $4.1 million annually against the cap -- a 
bargain like MacKinnon has been prior to this extension. 

One name to think about on the roster, going forward: Samuel Girard. 
The 24-year-old defenseman signed a cap-friendly deal in July 2019 
worth $5 million annually over seven years. If Byram is as good as 
advertised -- and given that the Avalanche have Makar, Toews and Josh 
Manson -- that likely means Girard is no longer a luxury they can afford. 

The Avalanche core is locked up through 2024-25, which is the last year 
of Rantanen's contract. The MacKinnon contract doesn't break that 
salary structure, but it stretches it. The work done leading up to the 
contract has allowed MacFarland to ante up large for his star player 
without knee-capping the Avalanche roster. And that's how you keep 
winning Stanley Cups. 

Who's in line for the next megacontract? 
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Like many recent NHL blockbuster contracts, it contains wheelbarrows 
full of signing bonus money: $89.3 million of the $100.8 million, in fact. 

Something that stood out here is in Year 4 of that deal, in 2026-27. That's 
when MacKinnon's signing bonus drops to $3 million, lower than it is in 
any other year. We're not trying to freak anyone out here during a time of 
labor peace ... but the current NHL/NHLPA collective bargaining 
agreement ends after the 2025-26 season. 

(There is one caveat: one season will automatically be added to the CBA, 
through the 2026-27 season and expiring Sept. 16, 2027, if after the 
2024-25 season the players' escrow debt exceeds $125 million but is 
less than $250 million. But the NHL projects that the players will have 
paid off their escrow debt within three seasons.) 

I think that's an aspect of this deal that will raise other agents' eyebrows. 

The next megacontract signed in the NHL will be inked by Maple Leafs 
star Auston Matthews, who becomes an unrestricted free agent in 
summer 2024. He makes $11,640,250 against the salary cap, or 14.1% 
of the current cap. His salary was back-diving: He made $15.9 million in 
base salary in 2019-20 and will make $7.975 million in 2023-24. 

Matthews will start his next contract in a different salary cap landscape. 
The NHL has projected that the cap could see a significant increase after 
the 2023-24 season. 

The rising cap and MacKinnon's deal all but guarantees that Matthews 
will be the first player to cross the $13 million AAV threshold. How much 
higher he can get beyond that will be up to Matthews' agent Judd 
Moldaver and the marketplace, as the Maple Leafs attempt to keep their 
franchise centerpiece while teams like the Los Angeles Kings could be 
positioned to make their bid on him. 

After Matthews comes Maple Leafs teammate Mitch Marner and 
Edmonton Oilers star Leon Draisaitl in summer 2025. Then in summer 
2026, some guy named Connor McDavid gets his chance to make NHL 
contract history. 

And by then, MacKinnon's deal will look like a bargain. 
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Sportsnet.ca / From curiosity to cornerstone, Zdeno Chara wraps up 
legendary career 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

September 20, 2022, 10:29 PM 

 

The video at the top shows the view from Sportsnet’s set for Game 5 of 
the 2019 Stanley Cup Final. An enormous ovation for Zdeno Chara, three 
nights after taking a puck in the face that knocked him out of Game 4 — 
sort of. 

Unable to play in the third period, he became the world’s highest-paid 
doorman. Chara sat on the bench, encouraging teammates despite being 
unable to play. There were times it looked like the Bruins would need to 
chain him to his seat to prevent him from going out there.  

After St. Louis won the Stanley Cup, Chara admitted he had multiple jaw 
fractures. “I think I’m able to tolerate pain,” he said. 

Yeah, that’s an understatement. 

'I have no regrets': Chara discusses being at peace with retiring 

When I started at Hockey Night in Canada, I did a lot of Senators’ games. 
That was a great team, highlighted by its run to the 2007 final. They were 
phenomenal to deal with, and Chara was a big part of that. There were 
some great memories: 

• Wade Redden saying he was embarrassed to take off his shirt around 
Chara “and I’m not the only one.” 

• Bryan Murray saying Daniel Alfredsson loved to challenge himself 
against Chara. One day after practice, Murray said the two were going on 
a bike ride together. (Chara’s love of cycling is well-known.) The next 
day, following a morning skate, Murray was asked how it went. He said 
Chara thought Alfredsson was wimpy for “quitting after five hours.” 
(Alfredsson rolled his eyes at this, denying it is true. For pure comedy, I 
choose to believe it is.) 

• At the 2004 World Cup of Hockey, Slovakia had a poor tournament. 
During one of the intermissions in their last game, voices were raised 
behind the closed door of their dressing room. A team official looked at 
me. He said, “Chara.” Then someone else. The official said, “(Pavol) 
Demitra.” He shook his head. “They are destroying their teammates. 
They can’t stand to lose like this.” 

• Upon being named Boston’s captain, hearing Chara called four-time 
Stanley Cup champion coach Al Arbour out of the blue to ask him about 
good leadership. The two lived not far from each other in Florida. Arbour 
said he’d never forget Chara’s booming voice when he first heard it over 
the phone.  

The Stanley Cup doesn’t seem small in many hands, but it sure looked 
that way as Chara unleashed that guttural yell upon lifting it in 2011. 

Chara had two great gifts: size and will. The NHL has its obvious 
prejudices for big men. Just by being the dimensions he is, the 
monstrous defenceman was guaranteed some type of NHL career. But 
the true measure of his greatness is he never accepted that as being 
anywhere close to enough. 

When he arrived at WHL Prince George in 1996, he was the definition of 
a project. The stories were legendary about how raw he was. But under 
Cougars coach Stan Butler — who Chara name-checked on Tuesday — 
the defenceman's legendary work habits began the process of 
developing him from curiosity to cornerstone. He is the greatest free-
agent signing in NHL history.  

Chara never demanded anything of others that he wouldn’t demand of 
himself. He made sure new or young teammates felt involved and 
included.  

He didn’t just have “a career.” Teammates are going to be telling Chara 
stories for decades. That number is going to the rafters in Boston. He’s 
going to the Hall of Fame.  

Enormous person, enormous impact. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Subban contributed much more than goals and assists 
throughout electrifying NHL career 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

September 20, 2022, 11:57 AM 

 

P.K. Subban is calling it a career. At 33 years old, Subban retires with 
over $78 million banked since being drafted by the Montreal Canadiens 
in 2007, with a Norris Trophy on his mantle, with lasting memories of 
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coming oh-so-close to winning the Stanley Cup with the Nashville 
Predators in 2017, with 115 goals and 467 points accumulated over 834 
regular-season games, with 18 goals and 62 points in 96 playoff games 
and, according to him, without any regrets. 

Never mind that he tumbled, rolling steeply, and then steadily downhill 
from prominence through three seasons with the New Jersey Devils, over 
which he was a shell of the player who had such a meteoric rise. 

Forget about the menial offers that came in towards the tail end of this 
summer—there weren’t more than a handful, and none of them were 
worth much more than the league minimum as he came out of his eight-
year, $72-million contract a diminished product. The legacy he leaves is 
of a once-electrifying player who contributed much more than goals and 
assists to the game. 

As a Black superstar in a predominantly white sport, Subban was 
unparalleled. He inspired in almost everything he did, both on and off the 
ice, and paved the way for people who’d have otherwise never thought of 
picking up a hockey stick or lacing up skates with aspirations of reaching 
the sport’s pinnacle. 

At his peak, Subban scored magnificent, dramatic and inspiring goals 
with flair and panache; he made beautiful passes, threw bone-rattling hits 
and played the game, as he put in his retirement announcement on 
social media Tuesday morning, “as if someone paid to watch me who 
had never seen me play before,” and that made him a true role model 
both within and outside of his community. 

Subban writing, “I never looked at myself or ever felt like I was ‘just a 
hockey player,’” captured the true essence of his legacy. He was uber-
successful in being more than “just a hockey player.” 

As a Canadien, in September of 2015, he made an unprecedented 
gesture—committing to raising $10 million for the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, donating millions of his own money and involving so many 
different people who’d have otherwise never been involved in the 
process. He rallied the community in this venture and did so without 
hesitation. 

“When I was presented the opportunity to do something like this with the 
$10-million donation to the hospital in Montreal, I didn’t even think twice 
about it,” he told Trevor Noah, host of the Daily Show, in 2018. “They 
came down the [Highway] 401 to my house in Nobleton, Ont., and they 
presented it to me, and I signed the papers right there.” 

Less than a year later, after scoring 63 goals and posting 278 points in 
434 games with the Canadiens, Subban was traded to Nashville straight 
up for Shea Weber in one of the biggest blockbusters in NHL history. 
Shortly after landing there, he began working on founding Blueline 
Buddies—bringing together members of the Metro Nashville Police 
Department with mentors or representatives from local organizations and 
underprivileged youth, hosting all parties at Predators games throughout 
his three years with the team. 

“I think it’s important for athletes to set a tone in a way that we’re looking 
to build bridges,” Subban said as he launched the initiative in October of 
2017. 

He followed through, bridging members of law enforcement with 
minorities at a time when police brutality and violence towards minorities 
was peaking in America, and he kept the program going in New Jersey 
as a member of the Devils from 2019 through April of 2022. 

Subban’s benevolence will resonate for years to come. His name, etched 
on the atrium wing of the Montreal Children’s Hospital, will always be 
remembered in the city in which he began his NHL career. 

But his playing days are over, with a lucrative broadcasting career 
certainly on tap. 

“I look forward to the road ahead, and the exciting opportunities to come,” 
the Toronto native wrote towards the bottom of his retirement 
announcement, which was made just moments after fellow defencemen 

Keith Yandle and Zdeno Chara announced their retirements following 
long—and highly successful—careers. 

“I’m excited to share what those are with you when the time comes,” 
Subban wrote before ending with, “With love, appreciation, and all the 
happiness I could ever hope for, P.K.” 

It’s hard to imagine he’d have not taken more goals, assists, hits and 
strides in the NHL at his age, just 13 years into a career that could’ve 
extended well beyond this point if he felt it was worth it. 

But Subban will continue to be involved in hockey and appears to be 
saying à bientôt rather than au revoir. 
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Sportsnet.ca / One training camp related question for every NHL team 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

September 20, 2022, 11:01 AM 

 

It's training camp week, and you're about to see every one of the NHL's 
32 teams begin reporting for official duty. 

New seasons beget new questions and battles for rosters spots, which 
we'll attempt to address below. Who is pushing for a spot? Who is aiming 
to move up the lineup? Who are the X-Factor players to watch around 
the league in training camp? 

We take a look at one question for each team, related to training camp 
and the pre-season. 

Anaheim Ducks: How quickly does Mason McTavish become a 2C? 

Trevor Zegras is a vital player coming off a 61-point season, and one of 
the most creative wizards in the game still working toward becoming one 
of the game's elite pivots. He will occupy the first-line centre spot. The 
Ducks signed Ryan Strome for five years and he could start as the 
second-line centre, but can slide to the wing whenever Anaheim's next 
exciting young pivot is ready to take over. Mason McTavish dominated 
the OHL and the WJC last season, experienced the Olympics, and got a 
taste of both the NHL and AHL. The third overall pick from 2021 has 
tremendous upside, but how eager will the Ducks be to put him into a 
top-six spot down the middle, knowing Strome is capable? A strong camp 
from McTavish could force the issue. 

Arizona Coyotes: Will Jakob Chychrun break camp with the team? 

The on-again, off-again rumours come and go and we'd wager that the 
defenceman is more likely than not to be in the Coyotes lineup when the 
season begins. But for teams that hoped to make changes on the back 
end and just couldn't find them, the incoming season start is another 
pressure point for urgency. Chychrun has three seasons left on a 
contract paying $4.6 million against the cap. 

Boston Bruins: What does Jim Montgomery change? 

A new coach is bound to bring change to a team's style and so we 
wonder what Jim Montgomery will look to do in Boston. While he was 
head coach in Dallas, he turned the Stars into a stingy defence-first 
team, which carried on under Rick Bowness, who was an assistant there 
under Montgomery. The Bruins were already a stingy team, allowing the 
fewest 5-on-5 shots against in the league last season. Montgomery also 
has to start without Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy, so it will also be 
a topic as to who replaces those two top players in the meantime. 
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Buffalo Sabres: How do the top nine forwards shake out? 

Optimism abounds once again in Buffalo, but it remains a long climb 
back to the playoffs without any guarantees. While, yes, we want to see 
how Owen Power fares in camp and pre-season, and if Rasmus Dahlin 
keeps building on his breakout season, a lot of training camp questions 
revolve around the forward group here. We want to see if Casey 
Mittelstadt is a centre or a winger, who shares a line with Alex Tuch after 
his explosive arrival last season, and whether or not Jack Quinn can 
carve out a productive role for himself after scoring 61 points in 45 AHL 
games, among other things. It's imperative for the Sabres to get out of 
the gate strong and build on the good vibes, so we're eager to find out 
how the lines come together out of camp. 

Calgary Flames: Who will Jonathan Huberdeau play with? 

The Flames had one of the best lines in the league last season, but now 
two-thirds of it is playing elsewhere. At least Calgary was able to replace 
one top-three scoring left winger with another, as Huberdeau arrives from 
Florida having scored the same 115 points Johnny Gaudreau did last 
season. But will he automatically slide next to Elias Lindholm, as 
Gaudreau did? Or could Huberdeau instead play with Nazem Kadri as 
his centre? If it's the latter, as Eric Francis wrote, then the deployment of 
the entire top-nine will be fascinating to watch in camp. 

Carolina Hurricanes: Who breaks camp as the second-line centre? 

Plenty of turnover came to this division-winning roster and the Canes 
remain one of the top contenders in the Eastern Conference. The 
departure of Vincent Trocheck following a 51-point season potentially 
leaves a hole though, and we're curious to find out who is tasked to fill it 
first. Paul Stastny was signed and the 36-year-old is still a fine 
complementary player and respected veteran coming off a 45-point 
season. Jordan Staal is still there, though likely best fit as the third-line 
centre. That leaves Jesperi Kotkaniemi as the wild card. He's beginning 
Year 1 of an eight-year contract paying $4.482 million against the cap, 
but still has plenty to prove after an up-and-down 20-point season. 
Where does he fit into the lineup and can he start moving towards his 
potential (and really bring value at his AAV) at age 22? 

Chicago Blackhawks: What do Kane or Toews say about their futures? 

Look, it's going to be a dreadful year in Chicago. We're curious to see 
how 2020 first-rounder Lukas Reichel does in camp and how the team 
chooses to manage him given what's ahead. But the drama here begins 
off the ice, where Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane head into the last 
year of their contracts. They will set the tone early when they're inevitably 
asked again about how they view their situations with a new season on 
the immediate horizon. 

Colorado Avalanche: Who will replace Nazem Kadri at 2C? 

Twenty-eight goals and 87 points have vanished from the second line 
with Kadri departing to Calgary. He was an invaluable piece of 
Colorado's breakthrough to the Stanley Cup, so who assumes those 
duties now? J.T. Compher, Alex Newhook and perhaps even newcomer 
and value signing Evan Rodrigues will be ones to watch there in the pre-
season. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Who breaks camp as the top centre? 

Lots of positive buzz, and rightly so, out of Columbus this summer, but 
one sore area remains down the middle. Cole Sillinger, last season's 16-
goal rookie, is one to watch. Boone Jenner, expected to return from a 
back injury, scored 23 goals in 59 games last season and is the most 
established option. Jack Roslovic had some positive moments and 
finished with a career season. Where will rookie Kent Johnson (fifth 
overall pick, 2021) slide in after his nine-game taste at the end of 2021-
22? Columbus' top centre job could be a plum one if flanked by Johnny 
Gaudreau and Patrik Laine. 

Dallas Stars: When will Jason Robertson's contract get done? 

A hugely impactful offensive player remains unsigned in Dallas, with 41-
goal scoring Robertson still negotiating with the team. Shortly after owner 

Tom Gaglardi spoke about his distaste for paying max dollars to players 
out of entry-level deals, the Stars inked Jake Oettinger to a three-year 
bridge contract. Will something similar be in store for Robertson? Will he 
play hardball in pursuit of a long-term extension, and what would that 
AAV look like? Players who miss camp tend to have slower starts, which 
the Stars can't risk from one of their most important players, under a new 
coach. 

Detroit Red Wings: How will newcomers Andrew Copp, David Perron and 
Dominik Kubalik shape the forward lines? 

They may not be ready to run out of the rebuild yet, but GM Steve 
Yzerman at least set his team up to be harder to claim two points 
against. We'd expect returning players Dylan Larkin, Lucas Raymond, 
Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana to be inside the top-six forwards (though 
Bertuzzi is still a trade candidate this season). So where do the new guys 
fit? Perron is a valuable leader with an underrated offensive game, Copp 
is coming off a career season which he ended by going on a tear with the 
Rangers, and Kubalik scored 30 goals two years ago — can that upside 
be reopened with better linemates? 

Edmonton Oilers: Will Philip Broberg and Dylan Holloway make the 
team? 

The Oilers may be deeper and better prepared in goal this season than 
they were last — and 2022 ended with a Conference Final appearance. 
The veterans will make this team go, but young, cheap and productive 
players are also vital to success in the salary-capped NHL, and the Oilers 
have two of those to watch in camp. On defence, it's time for Broberg to 
make his push for big league minutes and there is a wide-open 
opportunity for him on the left side. Holloway has a bit more competition 
in his way perhaps, but the Oilers have high hopes for the 14th overall 
pick in 2020 and would love to see him shine and earn it in the pre-
season. 

Florida Panthers: Who will partner with Aaron Ekblad on the top pair? 

Getting Matthew Tkachuk is an exciting thing, and having to give up 
Jonathan Huberdeau for him was hard enough. But don't underestimate 
the loss of Mackenzie Weegar, who averaged the most even-strength ice 
time per game among last year's Panthers. There is no perfect and 
obvious replacement here. In fact, whenever we figure out who will break 
camp as Ekblad's new partner, questions are sure to follow about the 
team's defence, and how Sergei Bobrovsky will hold up behind it. 

Los Angeles Kings: How does Cal Petersen get started? 

The Kings had to go off-script and throw back to Jonathan Quick for most 
of their starts last season, as Cal Petersen struggled to ever get going. 
The two make for a good tandem, but eventually the 27-year-old is going 
to have to take the net back. Petersen is signed at $5 million for another 
three years, as Quick enters the final year of his own contract. Not known 
as a slow starter by any measure, we're looking for Petersen to have a 
good camp and pre-season to lead into a fresh start. 

Minnesota Wild: How does Marco Rossi play? 

In the next few cap-strapped seasons, it'll be vital for the Wild to find 
production at a value rate, and Rossi is the X-Factor here. A 20-year-old, 
ninth-overall pick from 2020, Rossi led the AHL team with 53 points last 
season. Scout Jason Bukala called him a "sleeper" in early Calder 
Trophy talk, and Rossi has all three ELC years still ahead. He looks to 
follow 21-year-old Matthew Boldy, who scored 15 goals and 39 points in 
47 NHL games as a rookie after the Wild called him up in January. Boldy 
has one year left on his ELC. 

Montreal Canadiens: How does Juraj Slafkovsky look? 

We got our first taste of Slafkovsky at the prospects tournament in 
Buffalo, and our own scout Jason Bukala filed an early report on the No. 
1 overall pick. The Habs took something of a gamble by going with the 
big winger, but Slafkovsky was constantly and consistently improving and 
rising up draft boards all last season. It will be years until we truly know 
who "won" the top of that draft, but all eyes will be on Slafkovsky for the 
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early returns, beginning this week. Will he make the team right out of 
camp and then hang past a nine-game tryout? 

Nashville Predators: How will a couple of players on cheap contracts 
perform? 

The Predators are pushing forward and added win-now elements to their 
team in the off-season. But as much as further success will depend on 
vets like Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen (both fresh off huge bounce-
back campaigns), they're also going to need to get impact from a couple 
of important, and cheap, players. For this we look to Tanner Jeannot 
($863K AAV) and wonder what the encore will be to his 24-goal season, 
Philip Tomasino ($863K AAV) to keep progressing from his 32-point 
rookie season, Dante Fabbro ($2.4 million AAV) looking for a bounce 
back of his own, or Eeli Tolvanen ($1.45 million AAV) to finally start 
delivering on his potential. 

New Jersey Devils: Who grabs the net? 

With a stated desire to improve the goaltending over the summer 
months, the fact the Devils reach camp with returnee MacKenzie 
Blackwood and newbie Vitek Vanecek isn't the most inspiring position. 
Blackwood's struggles and injury woes have been following him for a few 
years, while Vanecek was able to earn split duties in Washington with 
first-rounder Ilya Samsonov — but the Caps team decided to keep 
neither as they aimed to improve at the position as well. Whether or not 
the goaltending is good enough still will be a narrative for the 2022-23 
Devils. Who will get the nod first out of camp? 

New York Islanders: Where does the improvement come from? 

It was a quiet summer for the Islanders, who are set to start camp mostly 
in the same way they ended last season. So what's the path back to the 
playoffs? Last season certainly brought challenges, starting with a six-
week road trip in October and November, but a lot needs to be better. 
Can they unlock Mathew Barzal on a consistent line? Will Noah Dobson 
take another big step? Or is that much-hoped-for move still on the way? 

New York Rangers: Which line will Alexis Lafreniere break camp on (and 
Kaapo Kakko and Filip Chytil for that matter)? 

It's been a slow build for the first overall pick of the 2020 draft, but at 
least he has been trending up over two NHL seasons. Complicating 
matters is that Lafreniere is a natural left winger, but the Rangers are 
loaded there on the depth chart, where Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider 
demand top-six minutes. So will Lafreniere be used on the right side in 
camp to work his way into a top-six spot, or do the Rangers have other 
plans in mind? Kaapo Kakko, the second overall pick from 2019, has 
been slower coming along and is also one to watch on the depth chart 
through camp. 

Ottawa Senators: What impact can Jake Sanderson have out of the 
gate? 

Lots of fireworks in Ottawa off the ice this summer, with the many eye-
popping additions leading to optimism, and some wonder if the Sens can 
hang around the playoff race. The one area that wasn't really addressed, 
though, was on the blue line. Rumours of Jakob Chychrun never came to 
fruition and it's hard to trade from a position of weakness that everyone 
knows you want to address. So, instead, we are eager to see how the 
one actual blue line addition does fare. Jake Sanderson comes off injury 
to hit his first pro camp and if he stays and can have an impact right 
away (perhaps Calder contention?) the top four may be fine as is. 

Philadelphia Flyers: Is the bigger story going to be from on or off the ice? 

The need to re-tool something seems obvious from the outside, but GM 
Chuck Fletcher added Tony DeAngelo and Nic Deslauriers, didn't trade 
any of the notable names he could have explored, and now entering his 
fifth season at the helm, it's a good bet that he's feeling pressure to move 
up the standings again. Head coach John Tortorella already challenged 
the dressing room culture before camp even opened and so we wonder 
how fiery things could get in the early days there. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Who forms the bottom-six forwards, and can they 
be productive enough? 

For better or worse the running-it-back Penguins should be a playoff 
team once more (barring injuries). Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin will 
run the top two lines, and it's obvious how important their production and 
presence are. But what about the bottom six? It was a surprise when 37-
year-old Jeff Carter was the first to re-sign in the middle of last season — 
he scored 19 goals in 76 games and will centre the third line. Can he 
keep that up? Who will make up the wingers around him, and can any of 
them be the go-to offensive weapon in the bottom six to round out 
Pittsburgh's scoring? It's been a while since the Penguins won a playoff 
series, and depth wins in the post-season. 

San Jose Sharks: Can rookie William Eklund help breathe new life into 
the team? 

It's been a few years since the Sharks made the playoffs, but much of 
their core remains intact outside of Brent Burns (who was shipped to 
Carolina this off-season). One rookie isn't likely going to radically change 
the team's immediate outlook, but 19-year-old William Eklund is going to 
attract a lot of eyeballs at training camp. The seventh overall pick from 
2021 saw nine games of NHL action last season before returning to 
Sweden for the year, but returns as a Calder Trophy hopeful if he breaks 
camp with the NHL team. If he shows well in camp, Eklund could be a 
source of early-season optimism. 

Seattle Kraken: What becomes of Shane Wright? 

Matty Beniers has a likely shot to make the NHL roster — the second 
overall pick from 2021 played 10 NHL games at the end of last season 
when he left the University of Michigan, and he scored nine points. But 
how will the team handle Wright, the projected first overall pick in 2022 
who fell all the way to fourth? There's no doubt Wright arrives with a chip 
on his shoulder. He scored 94 points in 63 OHL games last season, but 
will have to return there if the Kraken don't keep him. Between training 
camp, pre-season and the possibility of a nine-game regular season 
taste, the Kraken have a not-so-easy decision to make on Wright. 

St. Louis Blues: Can Jake Neighbours crack the opening night roster? 

St. Louis is largely running it back, though without Ville Husso as a safety 
blanket for Jordan Binnington, and without David Perron's 27 goals. 
Perron's departure likely opens up some more minutes for Jordan Kyrou, 
and an opportunity to be a permanent top-six player now that he has an 
eight-year extension signed. That could leave a spot open for 
Neighbours, who played nine games for the Blues early last season 
before he was returned to WHL Edmonton. Neighbours was the 26th 
overall pick in 2020. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Could Steven Stamkos swing back to centre? 

Last year the questions facing the Lightning centred on the third line, 
where the entire three-man unit had to be replaced. This year we're 
looking at the top-six in camp. Ondrej Palat is gone for good. Anthony 
Cirelli could be out until December recovering from shoulder surgery, 
which leaves a hole at the second-line centre spot. Could we see 
Stamkos used in that spot during the pre-season as a permanent 
solution? And if not, what other combination could Jon Cooper attempt? 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Who will play on the second line? 

The expectation is that Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Michael 
Bunting will reunite at the top, and that John Tavares and William 
Nylander will come together again on Line 2. But a few questions arise 
here that we could get some insight on during camp. First: who could join 
Nylander and Tavares? Will it be Alex Kerfoot again? Could newcomer 
Calle Jarnkrok be a factor here? What of Nick Robertson? And, second: 
if Tavares' two-way impact leaves something to be desired (and a debate 
opens around his possible future move to the wing), would it make sense 
to pair him with Marner instead? 

Vancouver Canucks: How do the three Russians start off? 
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Vasily Podkolzin returns for Year 2 with the Canucks, and the 2019 10th 
overall pick will look to build on his 26-point rookie season. He showed 
the variety of tools he has last season, and got better as the year went 
along — but is he a top-six player right now? Newly arrived Ilya Mikheyev 
is an established NHLer with a two-way presence and elite speed, the 
latter of which was sorely needed in this lineup. But, like Podkolzin, does 
he have the offensive pop to hang in the top-six, or will he be a third-line 
staple? And then where does Andrei Kuzmenko, the KHL's second-
highest scorer last season, fit in? Will he make the team out of camp? 

Vegas Golden Knights: Is the goaltending going to be OK? 

An area of strength and depth two years ago has turned into a pre-
season question mark now that Robin Lehner is out for the season. 
Vegas walks into the new year with Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill 
pushing Logan Thompson, the presumed starter after he posted a .914 
save percentage in 19 games last season. Three years ago, the 
undrafted Thompson was playing for Brock University in Ontario and in 
2020-21 he was named the AHL's goalie of the year. Now he's 
challenged to lead Vegas in the crease as the Golden Knights feel the 
pressure to return to the playoffs after last season's first miss in team 
history. 

Washington Capitals: Who steps up in place of injured Tom Wilson and 
Nicklas Backstrom? 

The East's eighth playoff team from last season did upgrade in net with 
Darcy Kuemper, but are going to start off with two other big holes in the 
lineup. Nicklas Backstrom is still on an indefinite timeline, while Wilson 
will miss the first couple months of the season at least. Even without 
those two, though, there is a full lineup of players on one-way contracts, 
so it's not so much a question of who will make the team, but how the 
coaching staff organizes it all in the absence of these two. 

Winnipeg Jets: Can they start generating some positive momentum 
early? 

The Jets disappointingly missed the playoffs last season, and that 
probably wasn't the worst thing to happen to them. It certainly wasn't the 
only negative thing. Both Pierre-Luc Dubois and Mark Scheifele were 
wishy-washy about their futures, and in the week before camp Blake 
Wheeler was removed from the captaincy. They are counting on some 
younger players to push for roles and are building from within. At the 
same time, a new coaching staff under Rick Bowness is likely to bring a 
different approach on and off the ice. Will all this make for a grinding 
season, or can we get a breath of fresh air here and some positive 
momentum in the pre-season? 
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