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Amid another offseason of change, Carolina Hurricanes’ continuity still stands out

By Luke DeCock 

Rod Brind’Amour had to pause for a moment to count up the 
new faces his head. It doesn’t seem, in this season of 
continuity and expectations, that all that much has changed 
for the Carolina Hurricanes, even with the turnover on the 
roster. 

“I think we’ve got, what, seven new guys? Out of 20, that’s a 
lot,” the Hurricanes coach said Thursday. “I think we had 
eight last year. Same kind of thing. It’s just the nature of the 
game, how it goes. But it’s the pieces that we do always 
seem to keep, that’s our core group, and we love them, 
obviously.” 

There’s always a sense of newness and novelty on the first 
day of training camp, inexorable and unavoidable. But 
despite all the new faces it’s more muted this year than it 
ever has been. The core group remains intact, the goalies 
are back, the staff remained intact, the captains are intact 
and the mission hasn’t changed. 

Once again, the Hurricanes begin a season that will be 
judged by only one metric. The days when getting better was 
enough are long gone. There are truly no points for second 
place. 

For at least one of the newcomers, that’s a familiar feeling. 
Brent Burns was the biggest acquisition of the offseason, as 
critical an addition as any made by any NHL team, and he 
knows it well from his days with the San Jose Sharks when 
that franchise was perpetually on the cusp. 

He’s here, at 37, to try again, to be the missing piece that 
gets the Hurricanes over the top to win another Stanley Cup, 
17 years after the first, which even in September is the only 
item on the agenda. 

“I’m sure it’s very similar to when we were making our runs in 
San Jose,” Burns said. “You’re close. You feel really good 
with your group. You feel really good about what you’re 
doing. But there’s a little more, whatever that is.” 

There are other new faces, of course, elsewhere on the 
defense and Paul Stastny in the Nino Niederreiter slot on the 
first day of practice and Ondrej Kase, finally Hurricanes. Max 
Pacioretty was present in spirit if not on the ice as he rehabs 
his torn Achilles. 

Burns is the big one, though, the kind of elite player who can 
have an immediate impact, a physical specimen gliding 
through the skating portion of Thursday’s practice more 
easily than players half his age. 

“He’s the perfect fit,” Brind’Amour said. “I hate that we had to 
wait until he’s been in the league 20 years to get him, but 
better late than never.” 

So many of the other faces remain all too familiar: Sebastian 
Aho to Jordan Staal’s left in the dressing room, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesperi Kotaniemi, Jaccob Slavin and Brett 
Pesce and Brady Sjkei, Frederik Andersen and Aanti 
Rantaa, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas a year older 
and presumably closer to reaching their potential. Even 
some of the new faces are old ones, Calvin de Haan and 
Derek Stepan having returned on tryout deals, Ryan Dzingel 
on an AHL deal. 

“Why mess with a good thing? I think we have a good thing 
going,” Hurricanes captain Staal said. “There’s always room 
for improvement and that’s what we did over the summer.” 

That group has had the same mandate for three years, and 
for the first time will look back at the way the previous 
season ended with some disdain. What happened against 
the New York Rangers — and even to a certain extent, the 
narrow first-round escape against the Boston Bruins — 
should not and will not be far from mind. 

The new players arrive without that motivation, but it’s 
impossible to escape it, because it will hang over this 
season. Despite their regular-season success, they did not 
meet their own standards when it mattered. But it all starts 
over now, a chance to begin again, new faces and old. 

“You just want to be in that conversation,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Listen, you can have the best team in the league every year, 
it just gives you a chance. And we want to have a chance. I 
think it’s pretty safe to say with this group we have now that 
we have a chance. And that’s a far cry from those stretches 
where it was more of a hope. Now it’s not.” 

So much may be different, but nothing has changed. There’s 
only one way the season that began Thursday can end well. 
That all remains the same.
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“That’s my goal, to be a star.’ Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov ready for new NHL season 

By Chip Alexander 

On the first day of training camp for the Carolina Hurricanes, 
Andrei Svechnikov was pushing himself. 

In skating drills at the end of practice Thursday at PNC 
Arena, Svechnikov stayed just ahead of his group, the leader 
if only by a stride, keeping his nose in front. 

“I feel strong, my body feels strong,” Svechnikov said. 

And the skating? 

“It’s always my goal to be the first everywhere,” he said. “My 
mom always keeps saying to me, ‘You have to be first 
everywhere.’ She’s always told me that, especially when I 
was a kid. 

“I’ve remembered that for all my life. So, I’ve been pushing 
myself. Of course I push myself.” 

Be first everywhere. 

For Svechnikov, that also means as a forward in the NHL. At 
22, he has the physical build of the prototype power forward, 
has the look of a star. He also is aware that much more is 
expected from a player taken second overall in the 2018 
NHL Draft. 

Svechnikov scored 30 goals last season. Could he get to 40 
this season? Should he? Where is the ceiling? 

“There’s a lot more there,” Svechnikov said. “I know I have 
lots of room to improve, to prove it to everyone and prove it 
as well to myself. I worked this summer and I feel I got 
better. 

“We’ll see this season. Hopefully everything is going to be 
good for me. That’s my goal, to be a star, so I will do for that 
everything.” 

Svechnikov said he spent three months at home in Russia, 
putting in the daily work. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has 
never had to worry about Svechnikov’s commitment to 
offseason conditioning — other than Svechnikov maybe 
overdoing it at times. 

Svechnikov said he has returned for training camp at 200 
pounds. The work, he said, has paid off. 

Not that it was all work, all the time. A video on Twitter 
showed him being teased by an ice cream vendor, 
Svechnikov snatching at the cone while the vendor kept 
pulling it away — picture Charlie, Lucy and the football in 
Peanuts. 

Svechnikov did finally get his cone, smiling Thursday and 
saying, “I like my ice cream.” 

Svechnikov returned to Raleigh to find a locker room with 
some new faces — Brent Burns, Paul Stastny and Ondrej 
Kase, among others. 

“We’ve had some big changes before,” he said. “Once I 
came in (for camp) and it was like 11 new guys. It’s not as 
many this year but it’s good we got those guys. They’re a 
little older and have got lots of experience, so I’m very 
excited to see them and how they will be leaders on this 
team.” 

Brind’Amour, beginning his fifth year as head coach, likes the 
look of the group, and its possibilities. The goal, as it has 
been, is to win the Stanley Cup. 

“I think everybody’s excited for the journey ahead,” he said. 
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Auston Matthews’ tennis game, Fleury’s beer league, Suzuki’s French and more: Best 
nuggets from the NHL player tour 

By Michael Russo and Sean Gentille 

HENDERSON, Nev. — Was it the NHL’s annual preseason 
media event, or was it “Nathan MacKinnon: Unleashed”? 

It was the preseason media event, actually — but still, 
MacKinnon stole the show. He was great. On a number of 
topics. We’re not going to spoil it for you. 

The better part? MacKinnon wasn’t alone. He was one of 35 
players to make the media rounds last week at one of the 
Golden Knights’ practice rinks outside Las Vegas. Every 
team was represented, though Sidney Crosby and Dylan 
Larkin had to cut their days short. 

What follows are the best bits from 33 of the NHL’s biggest 
stars, including MacKinnon, Auston Matthews and Cale 
Makar, with bonus points going to Jonathan Huberdeau, 
Cam Atkinson and Max Domi. They were standouts on their 
own merit. Most of all, they provided a nice reminder that the 
start of the season isn’t far. 

Mathew Barzal 

Rasmus Dahlin 

Phillip Danault 

Max Domi 

Jack Eichel 

Tomas Hertl 

Jonathan Huberdeau 

Quinn Hughes 

Jack Hughes 

Roman Josi 

Clayton Keller 

Nathan MacKinnon 

Cale Makar 

Auston Matthews 

Jared McCann 

Connor McDavid 

Morgan Rielly 

Mark Scheifele 

Jordan Staal 

Nick Suzuki 

Robert Thomas 

Brady Tkachuk 

Matthew Tkachuk 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Zach Werenski 

Trevor Zegras (All photos by Michael Russo) 

Cam Atkinson, Philadelphia Flyers 

For six years in Columbus, John Tortorella coached Cam 
Atkinson. Their relationship, Atkinson said, is “unique” — and 
tight. Atkinson vouched for Tortorella while the Flyers were 
making their coaching hire, then got a special shoutout in the 
handwritten letter Tortorella sent to his new team after he got 
the job. 

Yes, every season — in handwriting that Atkinson said 
“could be improved” — John Tortorella pens, photocopies, 
stamps and sends a lil’ note to his guys. 

“(The letter) is explaining what’s going to happen during 
training camp — and threatening everyone,” Atkinson said. 
“He put in the letter, ‘We’re doing a skate test. It’s gonna be 
hard. And if you have questions, ask Cam.’ You can imagine 
obviously, everyone has reached out, kind of picking my 
brain.  

“When he did get the job, he’s all fired up. I was on the 
phone with him on speaker. My wife’s sitting next to me. 
She’s like, ‘I can’t wait to get that handwritten letter. 
(Tortorella) goes, ‘Oh, it’s funny, Nat, because I’m actually 
writing it as we speak.'” 

Mathew Barzal, New York Islanders 

Barry Trotz might not be around anymore, but Barzal — the 
Islanders’ most gifted forward but one who struggled to 
repeat the production of his rookie season — said not to 
expect all gas, no brakes under Lane Lambert. 

“I need to still do those things that make top players 
successful. I still need to backcheck hard. I still need to play 
hard defensively. It’s not like I’m just going to be skating 
around, run and gun, no stopping on pucks. That’s just not 
winning hockey at the end of day. It’s maybe fun hockey, but 
I’ve learned through Barry and through Lou that the way you 
win is playing the right way,” Barzal said. 

“Maybe I will have a little more … I don’t know. It just comes 
down to doing the right things, and then maybe I get a little 
more leeway on the other side of the puck. But at the end of 
the day, I gotta do the right things defensively for me to be 
successful.” 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres haven’t made the playoffs since 2011. That’s a 
well-worn fact. Over the past decade-plus. though, there 
haven’t been many bigger reasons for optimism than their 
16-9-3 finish last season. Things are getting better in Buffalo, 
and Dahlin doesn’t need to look far for proof of how the city 
will react when meaningful games return. 
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“I’ve been talking about it today,” he said. “The thing that 
makes me most excited about (improving) and stuff is — you 
see the Bills. They made the playoffs and it’s thousands of 
people waiting outside the airport. It’s such a passionate 
sports town. That’s what makes me most excited.” 

Dahlin, the No. 1 pick in 2018 and a new entry on The 
Athletic’s list of the top 100 NHL players this year, took a 
major step forward last season, as did several of his 
teammates. “We only got better and better and better,” he 
said, “and we ended the year in the best way possible.” 

Phillip Danault, Los Angeles Kings 

Over his last couple of years in Montreal, Danault earned a 
reputation as one of the best defensive centers in the league. 
In his first season with the Kings, he showed that he had 
untapped offensive potential, as well, finishing with 27 goals. 
Playing with Anze Kopitar, he said, helped unlock something. 

“I wasn’t the only one taking defensive draws. I had a 
different role. They used me in different ways and gave me 
the opportunity to prove to myself, too,” he said. “I got to 
show some skill I didn’t know I had.” 

Danault’s answers were thoughtful across the board, 
including one about how Cup-winning veterans Kopitar, Drew 
Doughty and Jonathan Quick are once again part of a playoff 
team. 

“I think they’ve been patient enough, you know? It’s probably 
hard to go through the whole process of rebuilding. It’s 
probably frustrating,” Danault said. “They know we have a 
chance to do damage again. So it’s probably exciting for 
them. They’re still really good, all of them.” 

Max Domi, Chicago Blackhawks 

Domi, fresh off signing a one-year deal with the Blackhawks 
— a deal he admitted candidly and publicly was agreed to 
well before free agency — was one of the most cordial, 
charismatic players to chat with. 

He was hilarious talking about the trials and tribulations of 
being a locker-room DJ. The best he’s seen running the 
sound system “in terms of reading the room” was Jakub 
Voracek in Columbus. 

“He loves his classics. He loves Bruce Springsteen, and he 
sings — almost performs. He loves it. Very good voice. 
Unbelievable. 

“I was the DJ in London and it is one of the most undercover, 
hardest skills in hockey. To be the locker room DJ, you have 
20 critics, and every single one of them loves different stuff. 
And depending on what the time of the day or where we’re at 
in the season — if it’s a practice day, game day, morning, 
wherever it is — you’re going to play different stuff. 

“So you’ve got to be ready to go and quick on your feet. So 
my iPod is full of anything from rap to old school rap to 
country to folk to pop, hard rock, metal. You have to have 
everything because you’ve got to please as many guys as 
you can.” 

Jack Eichel, Vegas Golden Knights 

After a nightmarish separation with the Buffalo Sabres, 
Eichel has moved on and is settled in Vegas. 

But Buffalo will always hold a special place in his heart. 

First, he will miss Chef’s, a favorite Italian restaurant that’s 
been around since 1923. Second, his girlfriend is from 
Buffalo, so he always plans to go back, as he did this 
summer. 

“There’s a lot of great restaurants here, but I don’t know if 
there’s anything that quite compares to Chef’s. Chef’s is a 
special, unique place. I miss it. It’s great. Chef’s is the best. 
But there’s so many great places here to eat. Obviously, you 
have the world-class restaurants that are down on the Strip, 
but there’s so many great places to eat out in Summerlin.” 

As for his girlfriend: “I met her in college, which is pretty 
crazy. I met her before I got drafted. She was going to 
Northeastern. It’s pretty crazy you meet a girl at a bar that’s 
from Buffalo and then five months later, you (get) drafted to 
Buffalo. Pretty crazy, right? People don’t believe me, but 7 ½ 
or whatever years later, we’re still together.” 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Minnesota Wild 

Fleury, one of the league’s best locker room practical jokers, 
crammed two days’ worth of media-tour duties into one, but 
he still had time to tape old Penguins teammate Sidney 
Crosby’s gear into a ball. 

Because of his condensed time in Vegas, Fleury didn’t meet 
up with the national media. But The Athletic was able to 
catch up with him and talk about an eventful summer in 
which he played beer-league hockey, re-signed with the Wild 
and went from thinking he’d be in a tandem with Cam Talbot 
to now the No. 1 with youngster Filip Gustavsson as his 
backup. 

About that beer league? Every Monday night, at 8:30 p.m. 
after putting his kids to bed, Fleury played with a bunch of 
buddies and their co-workers. 

Not in goal. At forward. 

“I loved it because I’m so used to playing goalie, but growing 
up, I always played forward when I could,” Fleury said. 
“Outside, pond hockey or street hockey, always forward. It’s 
fun to see a different side of things and trying to be in the 
right spot for guys. I’m more disher than scorer. I like to pass 
the puck around a little bit.” 

As for re-signing with the Wild for two years, Fleury was 
surprised when Talbot scoffed at the notion of being a 
tandem and essentially forced his way out of town by 
complaining to GM Bill Guerin. A few days after Fleury re-
signed, Talbot was traded to Ottawa for Gustavsson. 

“Yeah, surprised,” Fleury, 37, said. “I expected to be sharing 
with Cam. He was a great guy and great to me right when I 
came in. So, a little surprised. But it’ll be a chance to play a 
little more. I love playing, right? So it’ll be fun and a good 
chance to battle to make the playoffs. 

“Now, I’m the old guy again. The last few years, I’ve been the 
old one. It’s good to learn from the kids. I’m looking forward 
to playing with Gus.” 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks 

No player smiled more than Hertl. His reputation in that area 
precedes him — and there’s a reason for it. 
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“I always love to smile,” he said. “I always try to make good 
jokes. But at the same time, I appreciate everything. My 
parents never have money so I had to work all my life for 
everything, you know? Every time I want a new stick, I have 
to work on my grandfather’s backyard to get it. It wasn’t like, 
‘OK, here is new stick.’ 

Hertl’s new contract, by the way, will pay him more than $65 
million over eight years: “I think I appreciated all the work 
and that’s why it’s nice. I can get, especially, my parents 
everything back. I can buy a new car for them. Because they 
just put every single (bit of) what they have. Every money. 
My dad never wore anything nice just so I can have sticks for 
the game.” 

Hertl is also, all of a sudden, one of the Sharks’ elder 
statesmen at 28, especially after Brent Burns’ trade to 
Carolina. 

“I feel like our team was a little bit older — (Joe) Pavelski, 
(Joe) Thornton) — and I was always the young guy. I feel 
like now I didn’t have time to be in the middle group,” he said 
with a laugh. “I’m looking forward because I always want to 
be the leader. And hopefully I learned something from all 
these top guys and I can be the guy other young guys are 
looking to.” 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary Flames 

It took Huberdeau two weeks of glumness and anger to turn 
the page, but he has finally moved on after being traded to 
the Calgary Flames from Florida along with MacKenzie 
Weegar, Cole Schwindt and a conditional 2025 first-round 
pick for Matthew Tkachuk and a conditional fourth. 

“Just a quiet summer,” Huberdeau said, laughing, when 
greeting reporters. “Nothing happened.” 

Told about Quinn Hughes’ comments (see below) about 
being excited to see the Flames go downward and then 
disappointed by general manager Brad Treliving’s impressive 
restocking on the fly, Huberdeau said, “I think (Panthers GM) 
Bill Zito just helped him … giving them the players he gave.” 

Huberdeau didn’t even crack a smile as if he were joking. He 
was serious as a heart attack. 

“I mean, Matthew — don’t get me wrong, he’s a really good 
player. And he was really good with Calgary. He’s gonna be 
good with the Panthers. But I think having me and Weegs 
and a young kid and a first-round (pick), I think it’s a lot. 
Calgary lost their two best players (in Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau), and now they can replace them. And I think Tree 
did a tremendous job.  

“We’ll see when we start playing because, yeah, it’s a trade, 
but we haven’t started playing. So we’ve got to do the job on 
the ice. And adding Naz (Kadri), too, that’s going to be the 
cherry on the sundae. It’s gonna be good. New chapter.” 

A few weeks later, without even gearing up for the Flames or 
seeing if he liked the city, Huberdeau signed an eight-year, 
$84 million extension. Tkachuk similarly had signed for eight 
years. Asked why players commit so long to an organization 
without seeing if they like it first, Huberdeau said, “You want 
to commit to a team. And my philosophy, I didn’t want to go 
there and be like half in. I wanted to be 100 percent in, and 

that’s what I was thinking. So I was like, I didn’t want to try it 
out if I’m gonna like it or not. I’m gonna go out there and play 
as hard as I can, and now I know I’ll be a Calgary Flame for 
the next nine years.”  

Huberdeau added that he would have loved to sell his South 
Florida house to Tkachuk. 

“But he bought quick,” he said, laughing. 

Jack Hughes, New Jersey Devils 

Neither Hughes brother has played a postseason game in 
front of fans just yet. When it happens for Quinn, do not 
expect Jack to pull a “Brady Tkachuk in Calgary”-type move 
in the stands. 

“I don’t think you’d see me with eight beers in my pocket,” 
Jack Hughes said. “Might have one in front of me up in the 
box. But I won’t be with Canucks faithful, that’s for sure. … It 
suits Brady well.” 

On the “other” Jack Hughes, the 51st overall pick in the 2022 
draft, by the Kings: “Apparently I went through the draft 
process again. Rated 50th this year, too.” 

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks 

Hughes hoped the Flames, one of Vancouver’s Pacific 
Division rivals, were down for the count after Johnny 
Gaudreau walked in free agency and Matthew Tkachuk 
landed in Florida. 

“I would have liked to see them go like this,” Hughes said as 
he made the universal roller-coaster-goes-down motion. 

“But it seems like they went like this.” He pointed toward the 
ceiling. Calgary, of course, wound up adding Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Nazem Kadri and MacKenzie Weegar.  

“So it is what it is. They’re gonna have a good team. Those 
are the seems we’re gonna have to beat. I think Edmonton is 
gonna be really good. I’m sure Vegas will be good again and 
find their footing. Then us and L.A. — all the teams are good. 

“Even Anaheim. If you look at Anaheim’s D-corps, they’re 
really good. And their goalie, too. So we’ve got to play the 
games. But that’s why I say learning from last year, we had 
such a slow start. And then we went 31-15-10. And there 
wasn’t enough runway, so that’s why you need a good start.” 

Roman Josi, Nashville Predators 

Josi pulled off one of the most remarkable NHL feats of the 
century: He totaled 96 points as a defenseman. And didn’t 
win the Norris Trophy. And he probably shouldn’t have. 

“Yeah, and you can’t even be mad about it, right? Because 
(Cale Makar) is so good.” 

Is Josi gunning for 100? No reason not to, he said. 

“If you ever told me I would get 96 points, I’d probably be 
laughing at you. So to get 100 I mean — I know how hard 
that is. But I’d be lying if I said no.” 

Clayton Keller, Arizona Coyotes 

One of things Keller will always treasure is getting to play the 
past number of years in Arizona with Phil Kessel, who signed 
this offseason with the Golden Knights. 
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“He’s one of my favorite teammates I’ve ever played with,” 
Keller said. “He’s such a good guy. He came to dinner with 
us every road trip for five years. He loves hockey, (and) he’ll 
talk about whatever you want to talk about it. People don’t 
know how good of a guy he is. He does care and loves the 
game. If you’re having a bad day and come to the rink and 
see Phil, you’re always going to end up smiling or laughing. 

“I’m definitely going to miss him. Two Cups, close to 400 
goals. He’s gifted. There’s not many other guys like him.” 

Darcy Kuemper, Washington Capitals 

The Caps’ new starting goaltender is coming off a run with 
the Avs highlighted by a Stanley Cup win and low-lighted by 
a terrifying postseason injury that sent him to the bench. 
Kuemper’s eyeball, he said, is fine. 

Also fine: his hips. Kuemper, 32, is an increasingly rare 
specimen — a goalie who hasn’t had any serious hip injuries. 
If it happens, he said, he’ll take it as it comes. 

“When you’re playing goalie, especially when you’re young, 
you’re not thinking, ‘How are my hips going to be 20 years 
from now?’ So you kind of sign up for the position,” he said. 
“And once it does come up, you’re pretty pot-committed at 
that point.” 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

MacKinnon, gave a big status report on extension 
negotiations and that was only the start of the show he put 
on for the media, in typical affable fashion. Some highlights: 

• On his short summer after winning the Cup: “I preferred it.” 

• On working out with Sidney Crosby twice a week: “Yeah, 
he worked out with me a little bit. I’m joking. I’m joking!”  

• On who’d he like to play with if there’s a 2024 World Cup: 
“Sid and Marchy (Brad Marchand). All from Nova Scotia. It 
would be a pretty cool thing for us. I’ll play right wing.” 

• On the Avs being “the hunted” this season: “Nothing 
changes. I keep getting asked if I’m going to chill out now. I 
don’t feel any different. We’re still hunting.” 

• On his favorite random congratulatory text he got after 
winning the Cup: “Wayne Gretzky. He’s texted me a few 
times over the years saying congrats about whatever. But it’s 
still weird when you see Wayne Gretzky on your phone pop 
up. It’s like, ‘Wow.'” 

• On Alexander Georgiev replacing Darcy Kuemper in goal: 
“Yeah, it’s just kind of what we do, I guess. We get a new 
goalie every season now. But Georgy signed a three-year 
deal, so we’ll see him for three years at least.” 

• On Cale Makar: “He’s getting more comfortable in the room 
speaking his mind. He’s a quiet guy naturally. Sometimes 
you have to bug him, ‘Tell us what you think, Cale. Stop just 
sitting there. We want to hear your thoughts. You’re Cale 
Makar!'” 

• On not winning a Hart through nine NHL seasons: “I’ve 
been up for three. So it’s just tough to put your happiness 
into ‘Jim from Philly’ that didn’t vote for me, you know? Like, 
what am I supposed to do? I can’t help if people don’t vote 
for me.” 

Jim from Philly isn’t here. 

“Bob from Seattle. Whoever it is. Painful. Jim from Philly 
didn’t put me in his top five, so I don’t win.” 

Gretzky has a vote now. 

“Gretzky does? OK, cool. It’s all good.” 

You can text him. 

“Yeah. ‘What’s up, man?’ I used to really care about that, for 
sure. I really wanted to win MVP — and I still do. I’m a 
competitive guy. I’m not gonna act like I don’t want to win 
one. But it’s just, in life, you have to play against yourself and 
be the best version of yourself and see what happens. And 
hopefully that’s a Hart, and hopefully that’s a lot of stuff. But 
it might not be. And that’s OK too.” 

Was it a gradual thing, or was there one moment where you 
were like, “I don’t give a s— anymore?” 

“I still do care. I’m not gonna say I don’t care at all. Like I 
said, you can’t control what people like. It just feels like 
there’s a new storyline every year around the award. I’ll 
leave it there. But yeah, you just never really know what 
people are gonna vote for some years.” 

Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Eighty-six points. Another 29 in the playoffs. Twenty-eight 
goals. A Norris Trophy. Oh, and a Stanley Cup, a Conn 
Smythe and anybody and everybody saying on a team full of 
stars, he’s actually Colorado’s most valuable player. 

How does Makar follow all that up? 

“For me, it’s not really about topping that,” the 23-year-old 
star defenseman said. “I don’t really look at that in terms of 
that. I think just the consistency. You look at all the guys like 
(Victor) Hedman and (Roman) Josi, they’re so consistent 
defensively and offensively and supporting their team year in 
and year out. I think that’s what makes them so unique.  

“So just finding that groove and making sure I can be a 
reliable player for my team every single game is just what I’m 
going to try to focus on. With team success comes individual 
success, so that’s the way I look at it.” 

Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs 

We covered Matthews’ thoughts on plenty of Leafs-related 
matters over the weekend. It’s time for the more important 
stuff — like the state of his tennis game. He picked up the 
sport after wrist surgery in the 2021 offseason, when he 
couldn’t golf. 

“I wasn’t very good,” Matthews said. “And then I started 
watching it like throughout the year and got enamored with it. 
And I think you find a different level of respect for the players 
after you play and realize how difficult it is. 

“It’s kind of same thing with golf for me. After I started playing 
golf, I started watching a lot of golf, because you realize how 
difficult it is and how easy they make it look. I think that’s 
where it started, and it hasn’t slowed down at all.” 

Matthews was sad to see Roger Federer retire before he had 
the chance to see him live: “Out of the last 76 Grand Slams, I 
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think (Federer, Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal) won, like, 
63 of them,” Matthews said. He’s correct. 

“Same thing with Serena (and) how dominant she was for 
the longest time. I think it’s just really impressive that they’ve 
been able to do that for that long a time and sustain that level 
of competitiveness.” 

Jared McCann, Seattle Kraken 

McCann, who was Phil Kessel’s stallmate in Pittsburgh, said 
his former teammate — who is eight games from breaking 
Keith Yandle’s ironman streak of 989 games without missing 
one — is one of the misunderstood athletes out there. 

“Phil is so lighthearted,” McCann said. “He never takes 
things too, too seriously. He was always in the cryo machine 
and always took care of his body when he needed to.” 

“I’m from Toronto, right?” McCann added. “And I grew up 
watching the Leafs — watching him play. There’s one side in 
the media and then there’s what you actually meet as a 
person. Personally, I’ve been through something similar to 
that where you meet a guy and it’s like, ‘I thought you were 
like this.’ Phil’s completely different than what people portray 
him to be. He made me smile a lot.” 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

There will be no Johnny Hockey and no Matthew Tkachuk, 
among others, so McDavid knows the Battle of Alberta will 
have a different feel this season. 

“A lot of new faces over on the other side,” he said. “They 
had a crazy summer, but I thought they did a good job of 
bringing back those pieces. They added some real good 
players. They’re going to be a real good team and it’ll be a 
good challenge.” 

McDavid’s lone goal is for the Oilers to take the next step 
after their third-round exit to the eventual Cup champion Avs. 

“There’s a whole other level to get to,” McDavid said. 
“They’re a team that went through a lot of disappointments 
leading up to that. That seems to be the process for teams 
that win. They kind of get close, they get closer. There’s 
those disappointments, but you learn from them and you use 
them when you’re in that situation next.” 

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

Armed with a new three-year, $12 million contract and 
coming off a first-round playoff loss to Calgary in which he 
put up sterling numbers of a .954 save percentage and 1.81 
goals-against average, the 23-year-old says he’s ready to 
build off last year. 

There are times he still finds himself in awe. 

“I was in the elevators with Marc-Andre Fleury in the bubble, 
and I called my dad and said, ‘I was just in the elevator with 
Marc-Andre Fleury,” Oettinger said. “My favorite goalie was 
Flower, and — you know those fat heads? I had one of those 
of him in my room. And one of my favorite games I played in 
the NHL, we played Chicago in Chicago. We won 1-0 in a 
shootout, and looking down at the other end and seeing him 
was surreal. Hall of Famer, and to have a win against him, 
and I got a stick from him, too, so it was a dream.” 

Morgan Rielly, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Reilly was one of the more thoughtful quotes. With more and 
more women earning leadership roles in hockey, Rielly was 
delighted for Hayley Wickenheiser when one of the best 
women’s players in history was named a Maple Leafs 
assistant GM in July. 

“I think it’s a great opportunity for her,” the defenseman said. 
“She’s around as much as the players are and has great 
conversations with myself, with Auston (Matthews), with the 
guys that are training there during the offseason. Obviously 
has amazing experiences in our sport and is extremely 
deserving to be in that position. I think it’s an awesome 
opportunity for her to prove that gender is not important. It’s 
about if you’re capable of doing the job, and I think that 
Hayley is extremely capable. And there are tons of women 
that are capable. And hopefully there’ll be more 
opportunities.” 

Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg Jets 

Scheifele knew the question was coming — the Jets had just 
announced that Blake Wheeler is no longer team captain — 
and spoke for a bit about what the decision means after 
jokingly wondering why the announcement couldn’t wait until 
after he’d hopped a flight back to Winnipeg. 

The other big topic for Scheifele was life under new coach 
Rick Bowness, who’s tasked with bringing defensive 
structure to a team that, for years, has struggled in that area. 

“I think he’s a great communicator. I know in the 
conversations I’ve had, he wants to find out how you’re 
doing. He wants to understand what you’re dealing with and 
how you feel about things,” Scheifele said. “I think last year, 
we were a little lost, in terms of what we were doing and why 
we were doing things. With this fresh start, we have a brand 
new crop of coaches. You have guys that are all excited 
about getting a new structure, getting a new system, 
understanding the system, understanding why we’re doing it. 
And I think having that purpose in our room is going to do 
wonders for us.” 

Bowness’ Stars team, for example, nearly pulled off a first-
round win over Calgary despite a major talent gap, largely 
based on its defensive principles. Scheifele was asked if he 
thought the Jets have the personnel to play a similar game. 

“Watching the playoffs, you see the teams that win can win 
any which way,” he said. “They can win a game 6-5, but they 
also can win a game 2-1. They can win a game 1-0. And I 
think that’s what the good teams can do. They can win in 
different fashions. And I think that’s what we need to learn as 
a team. 

Jordan Staal, Carolina Hurricanes 

Jordan Staal got to be there when older brothers Marc and 
Eric agreed to terms with the Panthers — Marc on a one-
year contract and Eric on a pro tryout. How did it go down? 

“We were on a trip together at Pebble Beach, so I witnessed 
both their contracts,” he said. “We were sitting on 18 at 
Pebble Beach, and they were both just super pumped, as 
was I.” 
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Jordan will be rooting for Eric, 37, who despite going to the 
Stanley Cup Final with the Habs two years ago couldn’t land 
a job last season. He played four games with the AHL Iowa 
Wild to tune up for his second Olympics. 

“We were all quite surprised. Playing really well with 
Montreal, going all the way to the Finals, and kind of just 
getting skunked the next year with nothing,” Jordan said. “It 
kind of hurt him a little bit and kind of raised a lot of 
questions, but at the same time, he loves the game. And he’s 
always said he ‘wants to play until they put me out of here.’ 
So he’s gonna give it one last go. I think it’ll give him a little 
more closure, whether it happens or not. It’ll at least kind of 
let him go out at an easier, more relaxed state than maybe 
he was before.” 

Mark Stone, Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights’ captain missed a chunk of last season 
— like plenty of his teammates — with an injury. 

So, Mark, how is the back? 

“I feel waaaay better than I did at the end of the season, so 
that’s a start,” Stone said. “I feel great.” 

Stone, pound for pound, might’ve had the best session of the 
day. The highlights: 

• On another offseason of change for Vegas, headlined by 
Max Pacioretty’s move to Carolina: “We expect change every 
year. The salary cap hasn’t moved in two years, and we’ve 
spent to the cap. You can’t complain about that. I’ve been on 
teams that don’t spend to the cap and wish you did. So I’m 
never gonna complain.” 

• On Jack Eichel’s first season in Vegas: ”He came into the 
lineup and then four or five of us left the lineup so … y’know. 
In Buffalo, all the pressure’s on him, and when he came 
here, it wasn’t supposed to be on him and then it was all on 
him.” 

“(Before last season) I never met him. Definitely thought he 
was a bad guy from all the reports. And it couldn’t be further 
from the truth. This guy works harder than anyone. He wants 
to win more than anyone. And he just wants to be part of a 
team that has success. So there’s a lot of false narratives out 
there about this guy. I think he’s gonna have a big, big-time 
year for us.” 

• On the secret to Phil Kessel’s longevity: “I don’t know what 
the secret is. I really wish I knew. When I first saw him, I was 
expecting him to be 300 pounds. Furthest thing from it. I 
mean, this guy can throw weight around the gym. He’s one 
of the strongest guys — one of most underrated strong guys 
I’ve ever seen.” 

Nick Suzuki, Montreal Canadiens 

It was a whirlwind few days for Suzuki after the 23-year-old 
was named the youngest captain in Canadiens history. 

Following the nonstop media for that announcement, Suzuki 
parachuted into Vegas for the media tour. Remember, 
Suzuki originally was a Vegas Golden Knights first-round 
pick. 

“I guess it’s kind of come full circle this week. It’s been a 
crazy week,” Suzuki said, before smiling. “I actually saw 

(Golden Knights management) George McPhee and Kelly 
McCrimmon yesterday and just said hi to them. It was 
probably a good move for both teams. Weird timing being the 
captain and now back in Vegas.” 

Suzuki was asked about Quebec politicians already coming 
out of the woodwork to say the London, Ontario, native must 
learn French in order to be the Habs’ captain. 

“I think they have the right to think that players should speak 
French,” Suzuki said. “I feel like guys should know a little bit 
at least. I took French in school for a while, so I feel like I 
know what I’m talking about a little bit when I speak. 

“I read better than I’m about to have a conversation. I’m at a 
pretty good place, but I can get better, too.” 

Suzuki said after coach Martin St. Louis told him this summer 
to think about being the next Canadiens captain, he actually 
started to freshen up on his French by using Babbel. 

Jeremy Swayman, Boston Bruins 

If you were assuming there’d be any weirdness or antipathy 
between Swayman, 23, and Linus Ullmark, his goaltending 
partner with the Bruins, you’d be incorrect. 

The postgame hug between the two — and they each started 
41 games in the 2021-22 regular season, posting nearly 
identical stats — is Example A. 

Here’s Swayman on Ullmark: “He was one of those guys that 
came up right away and said, ‘Hey, I know the position 
you’re in. You’re a new guy. I want to be a great advocate for 
you. And that was special for me to have a new goalie 
coming in. (He was) obviously hungry to play. He knew I was 
hungry to play, as well. And to be a great teammate, of all 
things, that spoke volumes to me. And I wanted to thrive off 
that. 

“The hug just kind of developed because we were so excited 
for each other’s success. Most of all, the team’s success. But 
to have that goalie-to-goalie connection (when you) 
understand what we go through every day and understand 
the grind, and how hard we compete against each other in 
practice, it really is just a completely emotional, happy thing.” 

Robert Thomas, St. Louis Blues 

Poor Dave Gagner. 

The former NHLer becomes an agent, negotiates an eight-
year, $65 million contract for Jordan Kyrou — and now 
Thomas wants to take his commission. 

Kyrou recently signed a contract with the exact same terms 
Thomas previously got from the St. Louis Blues. 

“I’ve been talking to (Kyrou) the past couple of days. I feel 
like his agent percentage should just come to me for 
negotiating his deal,” Thomas joked. “He’s such a good 
player and great person — one of my really close friends. I’m 
happy to be in St. Louis with him for so long.” 

Thomas, by the way, looked like he bulked up this offseason, 
and that he did. 

“I focused a lot on strength this summer — put on probably 
eight pounds of muscle,” Thomas said. “Just help me in the 
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corners, help me defensively and be a little more sturdy out 
there.” 

Brady Tkachuk, Ottawa Senators 

Was it the night of Brady Tkachuk’s engagement party, or 
was it the night Matthew Tkachuk got traded to Florida? 
Both. 

“When it all became official, we were at dinner. I’d just gotten 
engaged the day before, so we were doing a dinner — my 
family, my fiancee’s family — and all of a sudden, my mom 
and Matthew were gone for a little bit,” Brady said. “Then he 
pulled me aside and was like, ‘Yeah, I just signed in Florida, 
but don’t tell anyone about it until it becomes official.’ Then 
three minutes later, it comes out.” 

So there was a lot to celebrate at the restaurant, huh? 

“Yeah. Yeah. It became a pretty fun night out.” 

Matthew Tkachuk, Florida Panthers 

There’s still a no fighting rule in the Tkachuk household. But 
with Matthew now on Florida and Brady suddenly in the 
same division with his older brother and the Ottawa Senators 
a team on the rise compared to when they played Matthew’s 
Calgary Flames in the North Division during the pandemic-
realigned season, expect some more heated Tkachuk Bros. 
matchups. 

“We’re looking forward to playing against each other a lot 
more,” Matthew Tkachuk said. “It was obviously really fun 
when we were playing against each other twice a year, but 
now the games, they matter a lot. I think before they didn’t 
matter as much, so we will enjoy it a little more.  

“It’s one of the most special things in the world playing 
against your brother. The Hughes boys will tell you the same 
thing. But our teams will be battling for a playoff spot. It’s a 
really solid division this year. The games will matter a lot 
more, so we’ll ramp it up a bit.” 

Jacob Trouba, New York Rangers 

As long as members of Team North America — the under-23 
squad at the 2016 World Cup of Hockey — are playing the 
game, they’re going to be asked about that international 
experience. This time, it was Trouba’s turn. 

“It’s still one of the most fun experiences I’ve had around a 
hockey team. Just the practices were insane. Rolling through 
the lines, just standing in line watching the best players that 
were that age playing against each other,” Trouba said. “It 
was a really cool team. It was cool to have guys all that same 
age out in (Toronto). You talk about team bonding. That 
team bonded.” 

Trouba, officially, is the Rangers’ captain, the franchise’s first 
since Ryan McDonagh was traded to the Lightning in 
February 2018. 

“I feel like every summer, it was a conversation that people 
were talking about,” Trouba said. “We need a captain, we 
need a captain, we need a captain. Nothing is gonna really 
change with our group is run. Everyone still can be 
themselves. We have multiple leaders. I think it’s just more 
concrete. There’s not as much concern or worry or talk about 
it.” 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

The all-world goalie had another short offseason after a third 
consecutive trip to the Final. 

“But I can’t complain,” Vasilevskiy said. “You want your 
summer to be short every year.” 

Vasilevskiy was intrigued when told of a second straight 
offseason of musical chairs across the league for his fellow 
goaltenders. 

“I don’t read any hockey news because I’m trying to stay 
away from it,” he said. “But sometimes, let’s say we’re 
playing a season opener against some team and all of a 
sudden the guy I’m playing against used to be on another 
team, I’m like, ‘How did he end up there?’ 

“There’s a lot of goalie carousels. We’ll see how it’s going to 
work for them. For me, I just always want to be the guy on 
(the Lightning’s side).” 

Zach Werenski, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Werenski is a homegrown star for Columbus — so he knows, 
given the franchise’s recent history, how big a deal it was for 
Johnny Gaudreau to sign with the team when free agency 
opened. 

“The city and the fans deserve it,” Werenski said. “They’ve 
seen a lot of guys walk out the door. And this year, they got 
to see a guy walk in the door. And it’s the biggest fish on the 
market. So I’m super excited. I think everyone had the same 
reaction throughout the city, the organization — I think even 
management was kind of like, ‘Oh, my God, we just got 
Johnny Gaudreau.” 

Werenski was caught off guard, too. He said he heard it was 
a possibility at around 4 p.m. and found out the deal was 
done on Twitter, along with the rest of us. 

“I called my dad right away, and he was all fired up,” he said. 
“And then a bunch of FaceTimes: Boone Jenner, Gus 
Nyquist. All the guys just couldn’t believe it.” 

Werenski’s also been working out with Patrik Laine, who’s 
healthy and locked up for years and $34.8 million. 

“I think he’s in a really good headspace right now,” he said. 
“He’s in great shape. He’s shooting the puck hard. He just 
looks like an All-Star out there. And these skates, I know 
they’re not training camp or games, but he’s just dominating. 
It’s fun to watch. 

Trevor Zegras 

Several of the stars in Vegas were excited and hopeful this 
season will be completed with no kinks. It’s back to the old 
normal, which includes reporters in the locker room. Zegras 
had no clue that media in the room was ever “a thing.” 

“To be completely honest,” he said. “I just figured it was you 
go into that other whatever media scrum room. That will be a 
nice wrinkle into next season, for sure.” 

Zegras also said he was stunned that the QB on his lacrosse 
goal, Sonny Milano, still hasn’t found his gig: “Shocked. 
Yeah, I love that guy. One of the best teammates of all time. 
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I think maybe he’s just looking for the right fit. He lets things 
roll off his shoulder, so he’s good.” 

Has Zegras thought of trying to pull off something more 
creative than the Michigan? “Honestly, I’ve got no idea. 
Maybe it’ll come to me randomly. Usually that’s how it works, 
is instincts, like if I see something, whatever, a quick twitch. 
But I don’t have anything planned.” 

And finally, on life without Ryan Getzlaf: “I mean, it’s weird 
already being at the rink without him. He’s actually stopped 
by a couple times, which is pretty funny, just to sharpen his 
kids’ skates or whatnot. No, it’s weird without him. It’s a big 
change, for sure. He’s just such a great guy. And he’s 20 
minutes down the road, so it’s not like he’s gone forever. You 
still call or go to lunch or go play golf.”

 

 

 

 

Dzingel, de Haan prepare for camp battles in 2nd tour with Hurricanes

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Calvin de Haan arrived in Raleigh before the 
2018-19 season on the first big contract of his career, a four-
year deal worth $18.2 million. 

The veteran defenseman then backed it up, logging 18½ 
minutes a night in a shutdown role as Carolina reached the 
Eastern Conference Final. 

During that offseason, he was dealt to Chicago in a four-
player trade. 

“I was sour for a little bit,” de Haan said, “especially with what 
I played through in the playoffs. I thought I was a big part of 
that run.” 

Eighteen days after the de Haan trade, Ryan Dzingel inked a 
two-year, $6.75 million deal with Carolina. The winger 
showed up for training camp talking about wanting to have a 
big season and make Raleigh his long-term home. 

Less than 17 months later he was gone, traded back to 
Ottawa where he had started his career. 

On top of everything else coach Rod Brind’Amour has on his 
plate, he also needs to manage the egos and feelings of his 
players. But he’s not worried about any old wounds with de 
Haan and Dzingel. 

“You know, it’s a big boy league,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
understand how it works. So if there was a bridge to be built, 
I don’t think they’d be trying to get back here.” 

Time, it seems, heals all wounds. 

The 31-year-old de Haan thought he’d land a contract in the 
offseason. When he didn’t, he scoped out the Stanley Cup 
contenders, shook off any remaining resentment and 
returned to Raleigh on a professional tryout. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a business,” he said, “and I really 
started to understand that because I’m getting older.” 

With Jake Gardiner seemingly headed to long-term injured 
reserve, de Haan surely noticed a lack of left-handed 
defensemen — and an opportunity. 

“I think I can fit into this top six here,” he said. “I want to help 
this team get to that next level, if they want me.” 

Dzingel, 30, had scored 26 goals in the 2018-19 campaign 
before signing with Carolina but totaled just 21 goals over the 
last three seasons with four different teams. 

“The last two to three years haven’t gone the way I wanted it 
to,” he said. 

He attributed his struggles, in part, to a series of injuries, 
including what he thought for about five years was tendinitis 
in his wrist but proved to be two tears that required surgery. 

“It’s the first time my wrist felt good in a long time,” he said. 
“I’m a shooter and I’m a goal scorer. It’s not an excuse. … I 
could have played a lot better.” 

But then there was another setback — and far from a normal 
one. 

While visiting his expecting wife’s family in Virginia, he was 
looking for a sign to help him decide on where the next stop 
in his career would be. Russia, Switzerland and PTOs with 
NHL teams were all on the table. 

Then Hurricanes strength and conditioning coach Bill 
Burniston called Dzingel and urged him to come and battle 
for a roster spot in Carolina. Dzingel talked to the team and 
signed a one-year, two-way contract on July 25. 

“I woke up four hours later with a huge spider bite and my 
elbow the size of a watermelon,” he said. “I was rushed to 
the ER.” 

Doctors couldn’t figure out what was wrong with his elbow — 
a spider bite or perhaps a piece or rust that got under his 
skin. 

Dzingel, arm engorged and bent at the elbow, received 
weeks of treatment and waited for improvement, but he was 
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limited to training on the bike. Then he woke up one morning 
and the swelling was down and he could bend his arm again. 

“But I had no strength,” he said. 

That led to about four weeks of feverish training to get ready 
for camp. 

“I did all triceps, all forearms, and now I’m here.” 

And now the real work begins for both players. 

De Haan was on the ice Thursday with the group of players 
made up predominantly of the expected NHL roster and 
others battling for a roster spot. 

Dzingel, meanwhile, found himself in group two surrounded 
by players who mostly haven’t played in an NHL game. It 
was a reminder of the path ahead. 

“It’s just a good opportunity for me to try to go steal a job. 
And then if not, Chicago’s my hometown,” Dzingel said of 
possibly being assigned to the AHL’s Wolves. “So I can work 
on my craft and get back on the ice and play in the NHL.” 

De Haan doesn’t have that luxury — it’s either earn a 
contract or try and find work elsewhere. 

“I’m just trying my best to stay relevant, I guess. … I hope 
there’s a spot for me here,” he said. “I’d love to play here 
again.”

 

 

 
 

Notebook: Day One of Training Camp 

"I think it's safe to say that with the group we have right now, 
we have a chance. And that's a far cry from the stretches [of 
years] where it was more of a hope. Now it's not. This is 
more of a reality." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Clad in Hurricanes sweaters and split 
amongst two groups, 45 skaters and six goaltenders made 
their way to the ice Thursday morning at PNC Arena. 

On the first day that the NHL allowed on-ice activities for 
teams, Rod Brind'Amour and staff got their first taste of those 
competing for 2022-23 roster spots. 

While they have some new pieces to assess, those joining 
come to a roster that carries the same expectation from last 
year into the new campaign - contend for the Stanley Cup. 

"You want to be in that conversation. You can have the best 
team in the league every year, [all it does] is give you a 
chance," Brind'Amour said, insinuating that talent on paper 
doesn't always equate to being the last team standing.  "I 
think it's safe to say that with the group we have right now, 
we have a chance. And that's a far cry from the stretches [of 
years] where it was more of a hope. Now it's not. This is 
more of a reality. If we come to work and do our job, we have 
a chance." 

Svechnikov Paces The Pack 

While it's far too soon to put stock in who skated with who on 
what line (we know these will change often between today 
and October 12), one noticeable feature to today's practice 
was who stood out at the end. 

After an hour of vigorous work for each group, Strength & 
Conditioning Coach Bill Burniston took to the ice to shout 

instruction for what would be some hard skating drills. 
Welcome back. 

Of the first batch, Andrei Svechnikov was one who showed 
that his metaphorical gas tank appeared to be in good 
condition. Sharing that the summer felt long to him, the same 
hunger to get better that the 22-year-old has possessed his 
whole career was evident. 

"I was training back home for three months, I couldn't wait to 
start the season," Svechnikov began. "I know I have lots of 
room to improve and I want to prove it to everyone, as well 
as to myself. I was working hard and I feel like I got better. 
My goal is to be a star." 

In regard to how he builds off of a career-high 30 goals and 
69 points? 

"I worked on a little bit of everything, to be honest. My 
skating, my shooting, being mentally sharp as well. Hopefully 
all the little details will come together for me to be even 
better this season."  

  

A Fresh Start For Pederson 

When looking at the breakdown of each group it becomes 
apparent quickly that the "C1" unit carries more NHL 
experience. All 22 skaters have played in the league, while 
comparatively just five from group "C2" have. 

That doesn't necessarily mean that those in the early group 
will be the roster that the team rolls out on Opening Night 
against Columbus though. 

For Lane Pederson, who skated with the second group 
Thursday, he's eager to use the opportunity provided to 
showcase what he's got to his new club. Acquired with Brent 
Burns from San Jose on July 13, the now sixth-year pro 
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wants to prove that he can hang with the top dogs after 
amassing 205 American Hockey League games. 

"[The trade] came as a bit of a surprise, I didn't have any 
expectations that I was going to be moved. When I saw it I 
was definitely shocked, but I got excited really quickly," the 
25-year-old from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan offered. "This is 
a championship caliber team. It's a great group of guys, 
everyone in the organization has been super welcoming. 
There's something special going on in that room and I'm 
excited to be a part of it." 

While his showing with the Sharks last year wasn't what he'd 
hoped it would have been production-wise, he's hoping to 
build off of a career-high 29 NHL games. 

"It's a fresh start, a new opportunity. Last year I faced quite a 
bit of adversity and it didn't really go the way that I had 
envisioned. It's a clean slate and a chance to make a first 
impression. There's not a lot of turnover, but I'm here to 
make the team. I believe I can play in the NHL and I'm an 
NHL player. It may not happen on day one or day two, but 
I'm here to put my best foot forward and help the team in any 
way that I can." 

Bonus Notes 

Defenseman Jake Gardiner was indeed not with the team as 
camp got underway and is not expected to be moving 
forward. Brind'Amour said, "He had a setback and just is not 
healthy enough to do it. Unfortunately he's had a lot of 
surgeries and we know he's been nicked up." 

In terms of other injuries, forward Ryan Suzuki is working 
individually after not playing in the Prospect Showcase 
(upper-body). Defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald will also not 
take part in camp due to an undisclosed injury. 
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Bold predictions for all 32 NHL teams: Patrick Kane trade destination, first coach fired, next 
wave of 100-point scorers 

By Greg Wyshynski 

Everything you're about to read is going to happen in the 
NHL this season. 

OK, most of it will. Some of it? At the very least, the thing 
about the Leafs. Probably. 

In my first column of the 2022-23 NHL season, I've made 32 
bold predictions, one for each NHL team. They range from 
statistical achievements to potential trades to coach firings to 
Stanley Cup playoffs prognostications. (Although, legally, I'm 
allowed to change my Cup picks up until faceoff on opening 
night.) 

Enjoy, and welcome back, hockey! 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Jim Montgomery will be a Jack Adams finalist 

Montgomery is getting another crack at an NHL head-
coaching job after a situation in Dallas that cost him his gig 
and led him to check into an alcohol rehab program. 

The first-year Bruins coach could be pushed to the moon by 
the NHL broadcasters that vote for this award. The recipe is 
there if things fall a certain way: Overcoming early-season 
injuries, contending in a season when some are predicting 
their demise, improving their defense (2.66 goals-against 
average) and offense (3.09 goals per game) year over year. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Peyton Krebs becomes the new Tage Thompson 

I don't mean that Krebs is going to score 68 points in 78 
games and earn a seven-year, $50 million contract extension 
from the Sabres. Although that would be nice for all parties, 
obviously. 

No, I mean the Sabres and coach Don Granato smartly 
moved Thompson from the wing to the middle, and it was 
suddenly his time to shine. I think they move Krebs from the 
middle to the wing this season -- perhaps flanking Dylan 
Cozens? -- and he takes off statistically. So maybe a 
reverse-Tage then, going center to wing. A "rein-Tage-ment" 
of sorts. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Moritz Seider will be a Norris Trophy finalist 

Seider wouldn't be the first defenseman to win the Calder 
Trophy one season and then end up as a Norris finalist as a 
sophomore -- hello, Cale Makar. I think Seider is well 
positioned to be the next one if the Red Wings make their 
expected leap in quality as a team. He averaged more than 

23 minutes of ice time per game and played in all 82 
contests last season. He posted 50 points on the 25th-best 
offensive team in in the NHL. 

He's already on the voters' radar; if his underlying defensive 
numbers at 5-on-5 and on the penalty kill improve, he'll have 
the stat geek support too. 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers drop at least 20 points in the standings 

Last season was a perfect storm for the Panthers. The 
leaguewide offensive spike, which occurred for many 
reasons, played to the strengths of their style and roster. 
Interim coach Andrew Brunette knew how to maintain the 
vibe after Joel Quenneville resigned. They received an MVP-
level season from Jonathan Huberdeau. They feasted on the 
bottom of the Atlantic Division, going 14-2-0 against Buffalo, 
Detroit, Ottawa and Montreal. 

These conditions won't necessarily repeat for 2022-23. I 
think they could be a playoff team, but I also think they take a 
step back before making a leap forward into the Matthew 
Tkachuk era. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Kent Hughes will win the trade deadline 

The Canadiens are going to be terrible by design this season 
-- frankly, if they're not, that's going to be the disappointment. 
Team president Jeff Gorton famously turned the Rangers 
around quickly after their declared rebuild, and general 
manager Kent Hughes is likely going to be aggressive in 
doing the same in Montreal. 

From pending unrestricted free agents like Evgenii Dadonov 
and Sean Monahan to players with terms like Josh Anderson 
and their veteran defensemen, I think the Canadiens 
continue to ship out relics of the Marc Bergevin years while 
Hughes/Gorton continue to rack up the (off-ice) wins. 

Ottawa Senators 

D.J. Smith will be the first coach fired 

There are some interesting candidates for first coach out the 
door this season. Anaheim's Dallas Eakins had his one-year 
option picked up last season by a general manager that 
didn't hire him. New Jersey's Lindy Ruff seems like almost 
too easy of a choice, given that he's in his last contract year 
and Jack Adams finalist Andrew Brunette is now on his 
bench. 

But Smith has been in Ottawa for three seasons, and this is 
the first time there are actual expectations. Claude Giroux 
and Alex DeBrincat are there. A slew of young talent is 
maturing. If they stumble early, I could see Smith taking the 
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fall despite being signed for one more season beyond this 
one, especially given some of the candidates looking for 
head-coaching gigs. He's done well to build a culture there, 
but at some point the wins have to start arriving. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Anthony Cirelli will win the Selke Trophy 

Patrice Bergeron got his flowers last season, winning the 
Selke for an NHL-record fifth time. The door should 
theoretically be open to another defensive forward to capture 
the prize. Aleksander Barkov and Ryan O'Reilly, who 
finished in the top 10 last season, both have previous Selke 
wins. Elias Lindholm, last season's runner-up, lost both of his 
linemates on the Flames, so let's wait and see there. 

Cirelli, meanwhile, just had three straight postseasons of 
coach Jon Cooper hyping him as one of the league's top 
defensive forwards, including a playoff run that saw his line 
dominate some Eastern Conference offensive stars. He's 
finished fourth and fifth for the Selke before. He'll break 
through this year. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs will win a playoff round 

Look, "winning a playoff round" would not be considered a 
bold prediction for any team other than one that hasn't done 
so since "Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind" was in 
movie theaters. That was a film about desperately trying to 
erase emotional trauma from one's mind in the hopes of 
moving on. The Leafs winning a playoff series will have a 
similar effect. 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Carolina will make the Stanley Cup Final 

In acquiring Max Pacioretty, the Hurricanes started 
addressing the fatal flaw of previous postseason runs: finding 
that player to score that goal they need at that time. For 
example, the Canes have played 20 one-goal playoff games 
since 2018-19. They've lost nine of them (.550 winning 
percentage). The Lightning have played 39 one-goal games 
in that span and lost 15 of them (.615). Finding that goal 
makes all the difference. 

Between adding Pacioretty and Brent Burns, along with the 
growth of players like Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, I think 
they finally break through. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Cole Sillinger centers Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine 

It's not a guarantee that free agent prize Gaudreau and goal 
machine Laine are going to click. Please recall Phil Kessel 
was acquired by the Penguins to be Sidney Crosby's 
linemate. While the media debated whether he'd score 40 
goals on Sid's wing, the two rarely played together during 
Phil's run in the Steel City. 

But assuming Johnny Hockey and Patty Lines mesh 
together, they're going to need a center. Boone Jenner gets 
the first look. Jack Roslovic will get consideration. But in the 

end, it's the 19-year-old Sillinger who gets the assignment -- 
and the statistical benefits -- in between the star wingers. 

New Jersey Devils 

Jack Hughes will play 80 games, eclipse 100 points 

Hughes averaged a career high 1.14 points per game and 
3.5 points per 60 minutes last season, his third in the NHL. 
Unfortunately, his career high for games played is just 61, 
which he set as a rookie in 2019-20. Whether it's under Lindy 
Ruff or a waiting-on-the-bench Andrew Brunette, the Devils 
have a chance to be something special offensively this 
season, thanks to the maturation of their young forwards, the 
addition of Ondrej Palat and a healthy Dougie Hamilton. 

If their power play can be better than 28th in the NHL, if his 
linemates continue to excel and if -- huge, giant, Costco-
sized box of "if" -- he can stay healthy, Hughes becomes the 
Devils' first 100-point player in franchise history. 

New York Islanders 

The Islanders will return to the playoffs 

The Islanders were last season's biggest disappointment, 
going from back-to-back conference finals appearances to 
outside the playoffs and turning UBS Arena into the world's 
worst housewarming party. 

Outside of firing Barry Trotz and acquiring Alexander 
Romanov, GM Lou Lamoriello did little to flip the roster. But 
there were mitigating factors, like the 13-game road trip to 
start the season that led to an 11-game winless streak that 
sunk the season. Like shooting a pathetic 6.6% for the first 
24 games. They still have the goaltending. They still have 
Mathew Barzal -- for now. They still have enough for a wild 
card. 

New York Rangers 

Patrick Kane will be traded to the Rangers 

The New York Post has been trying to manifest this trade 
into existence the moment it appeared Kane was undecided 
about remaining in Chicago for another rebuild. 

I'm not sure there's another team that could ante up the picks 
-- thanks to the Nils Lundkvist trade, the Rangers have their 
own and Dallas' first-rounder in 2023, although the latter is 
lottery protected -- or the prospects to the Blackhawks for 
Kane. At least one that Kane would want to play for as a 
rental; he's got a full no-movement clause. We'll assume 
he'd be OK with lining up across from Artemi Panarin again 
as a Ranger. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Travis Konecny will be traded 

There are a few players on the Flyers roster that are in their 
"level up or get out" seasons. Ivan Provorov is one. Konecny 
is another. 

I think players like Provorov and goalie Carter Hart are going 
to benefit from John Tortorella's system, as defensemen and 
goalies have in nearly every stop he's made in the league. I 
think a player like Konecny -- youngish, two years removed 
from his best season, signed for three more -- is the kind of 
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player Torts makes an example of before he gets flipped at 
the trade deadline. And the Flyers can afford to deal away a 
right wing, from a depth perspective. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Rickard Rakell gets a Sidney Crosby glow-up 

For a few years, Rakell was one of the more desirable trade 
options in the NHL, not just for his consistent offense with 
Anaheim but for his contract value. He's now making $5 
million against the cap for the next six seasons in Pittsburgh, 
a contract that surprised some, considering the team hadn't 
yet brought the band back together. 

But if Rakell ends up playing with Sidney Crosby and Jake 
Guentzel, that deal could end up being a bargain. Sid's line 
with Rackell last season outscored opponents 11-1 in 89 
minutes of ice time. His previous offensive highs are 34 
goals and 69 points. I think there's an outside chance he 
tops the latter. 

Washington Capitals 

The playoff streak will end 

The Capitals have made the playoffs for eight straight 
seasons. They've posted a regular-season points percentage 
of .610 or better during that stretch. They added Darcy 
Kuemper, fresh off a Stanley Cup win, to improve their 
goaltending, which was their weak link last season. They 
made moves to reduce the impact of Nicklas Backstrom's 
injury loss, and should get the injured Tom Wilson back by 
December. 

And yet ... I think this is the season they fall slightly short. 
The division and the conference will be more competitive. 
Father Time stalks the team. This feels like a last-week-of-
the-season-stumble before an offseason of significant 
change: The Caps have 11 players under contract for 2023-
24. 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

The ASU experience turns the Coyotes 'face' 

The Coyotes are low-key one of the NHL's biggest heels 
and/or villains. Canadian fans think they should have 
relocated after their first Glendale city council meeting. Other 
fans are embarrassed by their shameless roster pruning in 
an effort to secure the first overall pick. And then there's the 
fact that the team will play at least the next three seasons, 
and potentially a fourth, in a college hockey arena that seats 
5,000. 

But it's that environment that's going to turn these heels into 
heroes, aka "faces." The atmosphere is going to be like 
seeing a stadium band in a club. It's going to be impossible 
not to get caught up in the "Hey kids, let's put on a show!" 
enthusiasm. By gawd, the place is called The Mullett Arena. 
"Tonight, there's hockey at the Mullett ..." By December, the 
Coyotes will be the NHL's pet team. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks will win the NHL draft lottery 

Sometimes one era ends and another begins in the NHL, 
without interruption. The Penguins went from Mario Lemieux 
to Sidney Crosby. The Rangers went from Henrik Lundqvist 
to Igor Shesterkin. 

The Blackhawks will go from Jonathan Toews and Patrick 
Kane to Connor Bedard. They will be back on television and 
populating outdoor games. They are, as Thanos was, 
inevitable. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Pavel Francouz will outplay Alexandar Georgiev 

I'm a regular Frankie fan. He won six of his seven playoff 
appearances during the Avs' run to the Stanley Cup in relief 
of Darcy Kuemper. The only appearance he didn't win was a 
no-decision after replacing Kuemper in Game 3 of the 
Stanley Cup Final, where he stopped 10 of 11 shots. Maybe 
it's the Kuemper Truther in me, but I think they still win the 
Stanley Cup if Francouz is their primary playoff goalie. 

Outside of last season, Georgiev was good in New York. 
He's younger than Francouz and now makes more money 
than the 32-year-old goalie. But over the past three seasons, 
Francouz has 24.2 goals saved above average in 55 games 
vs.12.6 goals saved above average in 86 games for 
Georgiev. The vet may not end up with the majority of the 
starts, but I think he turns in better play. 

Dallas Stars 

The DeBoer effect will carry the Stars to the playoffs 

There are five teams in the Central Division alone that can 
legitimately stake claims on playoff spots, and that's without 
knowing what Winnipeg ends up becoming. Dallas made the 
cut last season with a .598 points percentage -- its highest in 
seven years -- and then swapped Rick Bowness out for 
Peter DeBoer. 

Here's what Pete does best: win in Year 1. He led the 
Panthers to just their third 90-point season in franchise 
history. He led the Devils and the Sharks to the Stanley Cup 
Final. He made the conference finals in Vegas. If Jason 
Robertson rolls again, Jake Oettinger continues to improve 
and the loss of John Klingberg isn't too severe, there's no 
reason to believe DeBoer won't have more first-season 
success in Dallas (and then get fired within the next two to 
three seasons, as is tradition). 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild will add an impact forward early in the season 

We won't have to wait long for this prediction. The Wild saw 
a lot of offense leave with Kevin Fiala, traded to the Kings. 
They have more than $5.7 million open cap space. There will 
be team scrambling to shed salary before the season. There 
will be teams looking to shake things up inside the season if 
they stumble early. I think the Wild swing a deal. It's just a 
matter of who and when. 

Nashville Predators 

 

Ryan Johansen will regress, Matt Duchene will not 
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Both centers had considerable bounce-back campaigns for 
the Predators in 2021-22. Duchene led all Nashville forwards 
with 43 goals and 86 points. Johansen had 26 goals and 63 
points, his best numbers in four seasons. 

Duchene's spike had a lot to do with his line: Filip Forsberg 
and Mikael Granlund combined with him to average 4.27 
goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. Duchene's shooting 
percentage (18.9%) was in line with previous strong 
seasons. Johansen, meanwhile, shot 22%. That ranked him 
first among all NHL forwards with at last 100 shots. And that, 
friends, is unsustainable. Duchene might not hit 40 goals. 
Johansen is certainly not hitting 22% in shooting percentage. 

St. Louis Blues 

This is Ryan O'Reilly's last season in St. Louis 

The Blues have three notable unrestricted free agents next 
summer: center Ryan O'Reilly, the team's captain; Ivan 
Barbashev, a 26-year-old forward who broke out last season; 
and Vladimir Tarasenko, in the final season of an eight-year 
contract and coming off one of the most emphatically 
resurgent years in recent NHL history. (Like, seriously, he 
should have dropped his stick and belted out "I'm Still Here," 
from Stephen Sondheim's "Follies" at the end of the season.) 

But on top of those contracts, the Blues have added $10.65 
million to their cap with new contracts for Robert Thomas 
and Jordan Kyrou beginning next season. Conventional 
wisdom says they keep two of the three UFAs. Barbashev is 
probably one of them, leaving us with Tarasenko and 
O'Reilly. So here's the bold prediction: GM Doug Armstrong 
keeps the Tank and lets his captain walk. Just like he let 
captain David Backes walk to Boston at age 32. Just like he 
let captain Alex Pietrangelo walk to Vegas at age 30. It's 
tradition. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Rick Bowness vs. the Jets' core is this season's best drama 

I underestimated you, Rick Bowness. Here I thought the 67-
year-old backup plan to Barry Trotz would come back to 
Winnipeg to preside over the status quo. 

Instead, he strips Blake Wheeler of the captaincy and sends 
a shot across the bow of the leadership group that's been 
ineffectively running that locker room for the last few years. 
Wheeler, Mark Scheifele, Kyle Connor and others just 
watched a new teacher walk into the detention room, and he 
wrote "how to defend" on the chalkboard. Meanwhile, Pierre-
Luc Dubois is in the corner looking at Montreal ZIP codes on 
Zillow. Good times. 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Trevor Zegras will cause a rule change 

I feel like Season Two of "The Trevor Zegras Show" can go 
one of two ways: He invents another YouTube-esque scoring 
play that angers the hockey establishment to the point where 
it immediately bans the move; or the NHL grabs its 
skateboard, turns its hat backward, says "Hello, fellow Gen-
Zers" and tweaks the rules to allow more offensive creativity 

from players like Zegras. Like allowing pucks off the netting 
to be in play or some such. 

Calgary Flames 

Jonathan Huberdeau outscores both Johnny Gaudreau and 
Matthew Tkachuk 

... Combined! Just kidding. There are bold predictions, not 
deranged ones. 

Over the past three seasons, Huberdeau has a higher points 
per 60 minutes (2.7) at 5-on-5 than either Gaudreau (2.58) or 
Tkachuk (2.49). He has been a model of consistency with the 
Panthers: goals per 60 over 1.0 in each of the last six 
seasons and clearing 2.4 assists per 60 minutes in four 
straight campaigns. 

Tkachuk gets to play on that explosive Panthers team next to 
Aleksander Barkov. After his separation from Tkachuk, 
Gaudreau will line up with another elite offensive talent in 
Patrik Laine. Those are advantages that Huberdeau won't 
have, but I'd argue he's a better offensive player than either 
former Flame -- and the numbers in the end will reveal as 
much. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers will make the Stanley Cup Final 

This is putting a lot of eggs in Jack Campbell's basket as the 
Oilers goalie. This is saying that the improvements Jay 
Woodcroft made to the Oilers' overall play we saw after he 
took over last season continue. This is saying that the top 
nine forwards are as good as they look on paper, and that 
Leon Draisaitl isn't being kept together by Scotch tape and 
prayers by the third round of the playoffs like last season. 

Put two generational talents on the same team and they'll get 
to the Stanley Cup Final eventually. It only took Sid and 
Geno three seasons. It will have taken Connor and Leon a 
few more. But they'll get there. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings will win a playoff round 

Making the playoffs last season for the first time since 2018 
was so important for the Kings. It provided proof of concept 
for GM Rob Blake. It gave the 11 players 25 years old and 
under their first postseason tastes. 

The Kings added Kevin Fiala in the offseason to a potent mix 
of forwards. They'll get defenseman Drew Doughty back. 
They hopefully get a bounce-back campaign from goaltender 
Cal Petersen. They're in the sweet spot of young stars and 
veteran standard-bearers. Fun times in L.A. 

San Jose Sharks 

Erik Karlsson will have his best season as a Shark 

I realize the bar is low here. This essentially means Karlsson 
plays 57 games, has a points per 60 minutes average north 
of 2.1, and improves on his pedestrian underlying numbers. 

But with Brent Burns in Carolina, EK's the man on the blue 
line now. Plum power-play minutes. Better opportunities at 5-
on-5. If he can find chemistry with a defenseman like Mario 
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Ferraro, it'll be a renaissance campaign. Within context, of 
course. 

Seattle Kraken 

Matty Beniers will win the Calder Trophy 

Based on the early odds, Beniers isn't the favorite to win 
NHL rookie of the year. That designation goes to Ducks 
rookie center Mason McTavish and Beniers' former 
University of Michigan teammate, defenseman Owen Power 
of the Sabres. That's understandable: McTavish is a Gen Z 
Mark Messier, while Power is built like a marble column but 
skates like Erik Karlsson. 

But I like Beniers as the first Kraken player to wrap his 
tentacles around an NHL award. He looked NHL-ready in his 
brief time with Seattle last season, not to mention his poise in 
the NCAA and for Team USA in the Beijing Olympics. He's 
also going to be flanked by some really strong veteran 
wingers -- Oliver Bjorkstrand, Andre Burakovsky, Jordan 
Eberle, Jaden Schwartz and Jared McCann are among the 
options. Plus, he looks and acts like he should be headed 
into his NHL prime rather than his first season. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Thatcher Demko will lead all NHL goalies in appearances 

Demko played in 64 games last season for the Canucks, 
trailing only Juuse Saros (67) and Connor Hellebuyck (66) in 
games played. His backup last season was Jaroslav Halak. 
His backup this season is expected to be Spencer Martin, 
who has nine career NHL appearances -- although, in 
fairness, he played well in six games for Vancouver last 
season. 

I know the Canucks have made noise about reducing 
Demko's work rate, but I don't buy it. They need to ride him if 
they're going to vie for one of the scarcest resources in the 
NHL: a Western Conference playoff spot. They should play 
him in 83 games. Yes, I'm saying they should petition the 
league to add a game to the schedule so Demko plays even 
more. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The goaltending is fine, and the Golden Knights return to the 
playoffs 

Logan Thompson, Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill aren't going 
to win you the Stanley Cup. They're the worst goaltending 
group Bruce Cassidy has coached in the NHL since he had a 
past-his-prime Olaf Kölzig and four randoms on the 2003-04 
Capitals. 

But they'll end up in the 18-22 range in team save 
percentage, and watch the team in front of them play well 
enough to secure a wild-card spot. And if it doesn't work out, 
then maybe we need to burn some sage around Jack Eichel, 
because his playoff drought is officially ridiculous. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From the land of Barclay Goodrow: 

We can only assume this Shirsey is in reversible teal to 
cover all of Goodrow's NHL tour stops. 

Video of the week 

Fare thee well to P.K. Subban, Keith Yandle and Zdeno 
Chara, who all retired this week. Three incredible 
defensemen who all left their marks on the NHL. 

In the case of Yandle, in being the league's greatest iron 
man among defensemen. In the case of P.K., the greatest 
combination of talent, personality and swagger this side of 
Alex Ovechkin in his generation -- not to mention boundless 
philanthropy off the ice. 

Then there's Chara. Like the Sedins, I don't think we'll ever 
see anyone like Chara again in hockey. A 6-foot-9 mountain 
who could skate well and put up 50-point seasons. The only 
player in NHL history who could end you with one punch 
while learning multiple languages and studying for his real 
estate license. 
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Canes Training Camp: First Day Thread and Quotes

The Carolina Hurricanes opened training camp Thursday 
morning in PNC Arena. 

By Alex Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes opened up training camp Thursday 
morning at PNC Arena, as a large group of skaters broken 
up into two groups started the trek to the regular season.  

We’ll provide some updates throughout the morning on 
what’s going on in PNC Arena.  

 For starters, here’s how the groups are broken up. 
Stefan Noesen, Jalen Chatfield and Calvin de Haan 
all skating with the veteran group.  

 Andrei Svechnikov had the first shootout attempt of 
the morning. Got a little fancy, went to the backhand 
and skied it way past the bar. Skaters skate.  

 Ethan Bear is skating with Calvin de Haan. Brent 
Burns is with Jaccob Slavin. Jalen Chatfield is with 
Dylan Coghlan. Brett Pesce is with Brady Skjei. For 
the most part.  

 Sebastian Aho with the next shootout attempt, and 
it’s nasty. Goalies skate.  

 Aho clearly not lacking for form early. Just 
completely outskated a defenseman and chipped a 
puck past Patrik Hamrla (I think). A few minutes 
later Aho gets shifty with the puck entering the zone 
against Brady Skjei and so nearly drops him. This 
Aho guy seems good.  

 Jaccob Slavin with a lackluster shootout attempt. 
Skaters skate.  

 Brady Skjei centers a pass to Aho, who roofs it past 
one of the NHL goalies. Next group down, 
Martinook is stifled from right in front of net. Next 
group gets to the goal, and Aho buries a rebound. I 
swear other people are doing good things, too, but 
Aho is so noticeable always.  

 Martinook takes a puck from behind the net. Canes 
get it to the point and Chatfield’s shot is deflected 
into the net by Noesen. Good little play. 

 Burns with the next shootout attempt. Forehand. 
Backhand. Saved. Skaters skate.  

 Some early power play work, and it looks like the 
groups are: Aho-Jarvis-Teravainen-Kase-Burns and 
Svechnikov-Necas-Kotkaniemi-Stastny-Coghlan 

 Some one-on-one work, and Jalen Chatfield and 
Teuvo Teravainen had a great little battle. 
Teravainen eventually creates some space, but 
Chatfield made it really hard for a really long time.  

 Looks like that’ll do it for the NHL group’s time on 
the ice today. We’ll have some quotes in here in a 
little bit.  

They Said It 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting the guys back on the ice: It’s always an exciting 
time for everybody to turn the page and look forward to 
what’s ahead. I don’t think anyone’s super excited about 
training camp because it’s a lot of hard work and a lot of 
systems and stuff that gets thrown at you, but I think 
everyone’s excited for the journey ahead.  

On Jake Gardiner’s absence: He had a setback and is not 
healthy enough to do it. Unfortunately he’s had a lot of 
surgeries. We know he’s been nicked up, so it’s too bad for 
him that he wasn’t able to get healthy.  

On the continuity in camp and building on last year: I don’t 
know. You don’t want to have changeover when you have a 
good group, but we still have seven new guys. Out of 20, 
that’s a lot. I think we had eight last year. It was the same 
kind of thing. It’s the nature of the game now. It’s how it 
goes. But what you’re referring to is the pieces that we do 
always seem to keep. That’s our core group. We love them 
obviously. So, I’m excited for sure.  

On how much things are different now from his first camp as 
coach: I honestly don’t even remember my first one. It’s a 
different stage where we’re at as a group. I know in the first 
camp it was ‘ok, is this going to work?’ I didn’t even know if 
what I was putting in made sense. Obviously it works, so 
now it’s ‘how do you refine it? How do you keep sharpening 
the knife?’ That’s why it’s way different now versus the ‘I’m 
not sure’ phase.  

On the consistency of the team to always be in the 
conversation: You want to be in that conversation. If you can 
have one of the best team’s in the league every year, it just 
gives you a chance. We want to have a chance. It’s pretty 
safe to say that with the group we have now that we have a 
chance. That’s a far cry from when we had those stretches 
where it was more of a hope. Now it’s more of a reality.  

Sebastian Aho 

On his motivation: 100 percent. I worked my tail off all 
summer. My body feels good. It feels like I’m physically a 
little better than last year, and I hope that carries into games 
and can take advantage of it.  
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On the new mix of guys: Awesome. Great guys, first of all. 
Great people. Every single new guy brings a new face and 
new personality in the locker room. It’s awesome to have it. 
The guys are elite players, so they’re going to help us for 
sure.  

On if he’s starting to feel like one of the older guys: Not 
necessarily one of the older guys, but I’m definitely not a 
rookie anymore. I’ve been through a lot with this core and 
staff. It feels like home here.  

Brent Burns 

On training camp starting: I think we all know that it’s a long 
season. You’ve got to start doing the small things right right 
from the start. I think this group, from what I’ve seen, is a 
really special group. They work hard. They do the right 
things. They’re detailed. They all care for each other. They 
play for each other. It’s been a lot of fun to be a part of.  

On Brind’Amour: You can’t say enough about him. When I 
got traded I flew in like midnight Saturday night. I came into 

the gym Sunday morning and it was pretty telling that he was 
in there working out. I had a good sweat on. As a player, 
what a legend of the game. It’s easy to look up and see what 
he’s done and what he’s created. It’s been a lot of fun to see 
how he coaches and the energy he brings behind the scenes 
and the level of detail and culture.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On his first impressions of Burns: It’s been great. The guy 
works his absolute tail off day in and day out. There’s a 
reason that he’s 36-, 37-years old and can play 26 minutes a 
night. It’s because of his work ethic off of the ice. You see his 
compete level. And just the care and way he takes care of 
his body and the way he cares about the people around him. 
It’s been really exciting.  

On how it feels to be back: It’s great. It’s a new year. I’m 
going into year eight myself. It’s crazy how fast it can fly. I’m 
just excited for the opportunities this year with new faces. It’s 
the same expectation, but different pieces we’re playing with 
this year. I’m super excited for this year.

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article266169741.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266187181.html 
https://theathletic.com/3600697/2022/09/19/nhl-player-tour-auston-matthews-fleury-suzuki/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/09/dzingel-de-haan-prepare-for-camp-battles-in-2nd-tour-with-hurricanes/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/notebook-day-one-of-training-camp/c-335688592 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/34636345/bold-predictions-all-32-nhl-teams-patrick-kane-trade-destination-first-coach-fired-next-wave-
100-point-scorers 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/22/23366659/canes-training-camp-first-day-thread 
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‘That’s my goal, to be a star.’ Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov ready for 
new NHL season 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 9:57 PM 

 

On the first day of training camp for the Carolina Hurricanes, Andrei 
Svechnikov was pushing himself. 

In skating drills at the end of practice Thursday at PNC Arena, 
Svechnikov stayed just ahead of his group, the leader if only by a stride, 
keeping his nose in front. 

“I feel strong, my body feels strong,” Svechnikov said. 

And the skating? 

“It’s always my goal to be the first everywhere,” he said. “My mom always 
keeps saying to me, ‘You have to be first everywhere.’ She’s always told 
me that, especially when I was a kid. 

“I’ve remembered that for all my life. So, I’ve been pushing myself. Of 
course I push myself.” 

Be first everywhere. 

For Svechnikov, that also means as a forward in the NHL. At 22, he has 
the physical build of the prototype power forward, has the look of a star. 
He also is aware that much more is expected from a player taken second 
overall in the 2018 NHL Draft. 

Svechnikov scored 30 goals last season. Could he get to 40 this season? 
Should he? Where is the ceiling? 

“There’s a lot more there,” Svechnikov said. “I know I have lots of room to 
improve, to prove it to everyone and prove it as well to myself. I worked 
this summer and I feel I got better. 

“We’ll see this season. Hopefully everything is going to be good for me. 
That’s my goal, to be a star, so I will do for that everything.” 

Svechnikov said he spent three months at home in Russia, putting in the 
daily work. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has never had to worry about 
Svechnikov’s commitment to offseason conditioning — other than 
Svechnikov maybe overdoing it at times. 

Svechnikov said he has returned for training camp at 200 pounds. The 
work, he said, has paid off. 

Not that it was all work, all the time. A video on Twitter showed him being 
teased by an ice cream vendor, Svechnikov snatching at the cone while 
the vendor kept pulling it away — picture Charlie, Lucy and the football in 
Peanuts. 

Svechnikov did finally get his cone, smiling Thursday and saying, “I like 
my ice cream.” 

Svechnikov returned to Raleigh to find a locker room with some new 
faces — Brent Burns, Paul Stastny and Ondrej Kase, among others. 

“We’ve had some big changes before,” he said. “Once I came in (for 
camp) and it was like 11 new guys. It’s not as many this year but it’s 
good we got those guys. They’re a little older and have got lots of 
experience, so I’m very excited to see them and how they will be leaders 
on this team.” 

Brind’Amour, beginning his fifth year as head coach, likes the look of the 
group, and its possibilities. The goal, as it has been, is to win the Stanley 
Cup. 

“I think everybody’s excited for the journey ahead,” he said. 
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Amid another offseason of change, Carolina Hurricanes’ continuity still 
stands out 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 2:54 PM 

 

Rod Brind’Amour had to pause for a moment to count up the new faces 
his head. It doesn’t seem, in this season of continuity and expectations, 
that all that much has changed for the Carolina Hurricanes, even with the 
turnover on the roster. 

“I think we’ve got, what, seven new guys? Out of 20, that’s a lot,” the 
Hurricanes coach said Thursday. “I think we had eight last year. Same 
kind of thing. It’s just the nature of the game, how it goes. But it’s the 
pieces that we do always seem to keep, that’s our core group, and we 
love them, obviously.” 

There’s always a sense of newness and novelty on the first day of 
training camp, inexorable and unavoidable. But despite all the new faces 
it’s more muted this year than it ever has been. The core group remains 
intact, the goalies are back, the staff remained intact, the captains are 
intact and the mission hasn’t changed. 

Once again, the Hurricanes begin a season that will be judged by only 
one metric. The days when getting better was enough are long gone. 
There are truly no points for second place. 

For at least one of the newcomers, that’s a familiar feeling. Brent Burns 
was the biggest acquisition of the offseason, as critical an addition as any 
made by any NHL team, and he knows it well from his days with the San 
Jose Sharks when that franchise was perpetually on the cusp. 

He’s here, at 37, to try again, to be the missing piece that gets the 
Hurricanes over the top to win another Stanley Cup, 17 years after the 
first, which even in September is the only item on the agenda. 
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“I’m sure it’s very similar to when we were making our runs in San Jose,” 
Burns said. “You’re close. You feel really good with your group. You feel 
really good about what you’re doing. But there’s a little more, whatever 
that is.” 

There are other new faces, of course, elsewhere on the defense and 
Paul Stastny in the Nino Niederreiter slot on the first day of practice and 
Ondrej Kase, finally Hurricanes. Max Pacioretty was present in spirit if 
not on the ice as he rehabs his torn Achilles. 

Burns is the big one, though, the kind of elite player who can have an 
immediate impact, a physical specimen gliding through the skating 
portion of Thursday’s practice more easily than players half his age. 

“He’s the perfect fit,” Brind’Amour said. “I hate that we had to wait until 
he’s been in the league 20 years to get him, but better late than never.” 

So many of the other faces remain all too familiar: Sebastian Aho to 
Jordan Staal’s left in the dressing room, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotaniemi, Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce and Brady Sjkei, Frederik 
Andersen and Aanti Rantaa, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas a year 
older and presumably closer to reaching their potential. Even some of the 
new faces are old ones, Calvin de Haan and Derek Stepan having 
returned on tryout deals, Ryan Dzingel on an AHL deal. 

“Why mess with a good thing? I think we have a good thing going,” 
Hurricanes captain Staal said. “There’s always room for improvement 
and that’s what we did over the summer.” 

That group has had the same mandate for three years, and for the first 
time will look back at the way the previous season ended with some 
disdain. What happened against the New York Rangers — and even to a 
certain extent, the narrow first-round escape against the Boston Bruins 
— should not and will not be far from mind. 

The new players arrive without that motivation, but it’s impossible to 
escape it, because it will hang over this season. Despite their regular-
season success, they did not meet their own standards when it mattered. 
But it all starts over now, a chance to begin again, new faces and old. 

“You just want to be in that conversation,” Brind’Amour said. “Listen, you 
can have the best team in the league every year, it just gives you a 
chance. And we want to have a chance. I think it’s pretty safe to say with 
this group we have now that we have a chance. And that’s a far cry from 
those stretches where it was more of a hope. Now it’s not.” 

So much may be different, but nothing has changed. There’s only one 
way the season that began Thursday can end well. That all remains the 
same. 
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Five pressing questions as Carolina Hurricanes begin NHL preseason 
training camp 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 6:10 AM 

 

Jordan Staal of the Carolina Hurricanes will be taking the ice Thursday to 
begin his 17th NHL preseason training camp. 

The first was in 2006 and Staal a rookie with the Pittsburgh Penguins 
after being the No. 2 pick of the 2006 NHL Draft. His oldest brother, Eric, 

was with the Hurricanes, who were making plans to raise a banner 
celebrating their 2006 Stanley Cup championship. 

All these years later, Jordan Staal is the captain of the Hurricanes. They 
go into the 2022-23 season believing they can be good enough to put up 
another banner, raise the Cup again. 

Like all camps, there are questions to be answered and some tough 
roster moves to be made. A year ago, rookie forward Seth Jarvis made 
the team out of camp, proving himself, going from junior hockey to the 
NHL. Now, it’s a new year and he has a new goal. 

“I’m trying to reach new levels and really assert myself as someone to 
look out for in the league,” Jarvis said recently. 

The Canes will have 53 players — all looking to assert themselves — to 
begin camp when the first on-ice session begins Thursday at 9 a.m. 

Here are five pressing training-camp questions: 

WHO’S THE SECOND-LINE CENTER? 

An easy answer is Jesperi Kotkaniemi. But that might be too easy. 

The Canes grabbed the Finn away from Montreal last year with an offer 
sheet worth $6.1 million, then signed him to an eight-year extension 
paying $4.82 million a year. That’s a big investment and his role could be 
much bigger this season. 

Is he ready? He had 12 goals and 29 points in 66 games last season, 
often centering the fourth line. His shooting percentage, 14.8%, was the 
best in his four years in the league. 

Somebody has to replace Vincent Trocheck, who left in free agency to 
sign with the New York Rangers. The Canes signed Paul Stastny as a 
free agent. That might have gotten Kotkaniemi’s attention. 

WHO’S THE THIRD D PAIR? 

This should produce the best competition in camp. The top four 
defensive slots are filled: Jaccob Slavin, Brent Burns, Brady Skjei and 
Brett Pesce. But the fifth and sixth D … 

Despite the offseason social-media buzz about the Canes possibly 
parting with Ethan Bear, he’s back. Covid-19 and conditioning were 
setbacks last season but Bear appears ready and also can quarterback a 
power play unit. 

Jalen Chatfield played well when called up last year from Chicago, 
showing toughness. Dylan Coghlan came in the trade with Vegas that 
brought in forward Max Pacioretty. The Canes also signed Calvin de 
Haan, a member of the 2018-19 team that ended Carolina’s playoff 
drought, and there are others in the mix. 

Gentlemen, start your engines Let the competition begin. 

WHO REPLACES NINO? 

There was one constant on Rod Brind’Amour’s lineup sheet last season 
— 21-11-71. That was the line of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast and it would be the Canes’ most consistent. 

Niederreiter, who left in free agency to sign with Nashville, had 24 goals 
last season, one shy of his career high. His physical presence, especially 
on a line with Staal, helped shut down a lot of the league’s best lines — 
ask the Bruins. 

Stastny can play the wing and may wind up in Niederreiter’s spot. Or 
Ondrej Kase, another free-agent signing. 

WILL A ROOKIE MAKE THE TEAM? 

The prevailing thought is that Jack Drury is ready to make the jump from 
the AHL to the NHL this season, and he could emerge as the fourth-line 
center. 

Drury, a 2018 second-round draft pick by Carolina, spent two years at 
Harvard and a season in Sweden. He made a dream debut with the 
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Canes last season: two games, scoring a goal in each. He then played a 
key role in the Chicago Wolves making their run to the Calder Cup 
championship, with nine goals and 24 points in 18 playoff games. 

WHO MIGHT BE THE SURPRISE IN CAMP? 

Brock Sheahan, who coached the Canes team in the NHL prospect 
showcase, said Jamieson Rees and Vasily Ponomarev were two players 
who stood out over the three games. Both now have another chance to 
shine in the big camp. 

Rees is a crash-and-banger who could make his case for replacing 
Steven Lorentz — traded to San Jose — as a fourth-line winger with 
energy and grit. Ponomarev, a second-round draft pick in 2020, is a 
playmaker whose combination of speed and skill could make things 
interesting in camp. 

“I think Vasily is a big-time player,” said Sheahan, who will coach the 
Wolves this season. “He’s got a lot of really good to his game.” 
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LeBrun: Barry Trotz ‘following everything’ as he awaits right time for NHL 
return 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

It has been nearly 40 years since a hockey season arrived without Barry 
Trotz coaching somewhere. 

Think about that. 

The 60-year-old started his coaching career in 1984 and never looked 
back. Until now. This offseason, Trotz decided, the time had finally come 
for a pause. 

That choice came after long deliberation, and to some degree, that long 
deliberation froze the NHL’s coaching carousel in May and June. 
Following Trotz’s surprising firing from the New York Islanders in early 
May, there was a well-publicized offer from the Winnipeg Jets to come 
home and coach. He also spoke with the Detroit Red Wings, Philadelphia 
Flyers and Vegas Golden Knights. 

He was the most sought-after person on the free-agent coaching market. 

  Peter DeBoer 

  Claude Julien 

  Travis Green 

The NHL coaching carousel is robust with candidates, writes 
@PierreVLeBrun. 

But Barry Trotz remains in pole position.https://t.co/sDH5LJlPZ2 
pic.twitter.com/1FFAQ3bsJS 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) June 1, 2022 

Until he removed himself from the market altogether. 

“I needed time to make the right decision, and an unselfish decision,” 
Trotz said this week from his summer home in Vernon, B.C. 

But to hear Trotz describe his summer, one that featured him 
crisscrossing North America as he attended to family matters, the 
decision to spurn the many NHL coaching options in front of him certainly 
was the right one, as difficult as it was. 

“Yeah, it was tough. I had a few teams who were obviously interested, 
but I just couldn’t give them an answer,” Trotz said. “I had to sort of, as 
we say, separate church and state. I looked at a few teams, and there 
were some great offers, but ultimately … 

“You know, Brent Peterson always gave me great advice when he was 
assistant with me. He used to say, ‘When you have some tough 
decisions, just do what’s right.’” 

Which was to attend to family matters, especially his dad. Trotz’s mother 
passed away in January. 

The offseason began in Nashville, Tenn., where Trotz helped his 
daughter in the process of getting her new business ready. There were 
then several trips to his native Dauphin, Manitoba, where Trotz helped 
his dad pack up the home he had lived in for 60 years. There was time 
spent in Vernon, at the summer place. There was a car trip from Calgary 
to Manitoba with his dad. A trip to Vegas. A trip to New York to get things 
settled with movers and the sale of his house in Long Island. Trotz and 
his wife, Kim, followed the movers to Nashville and settled into their new 
house in Music City, their old stomping grounds. 

“That was my summer,” Trotz said after summarizing all the comings and 
goings. 

Time spent with his dad, with his family, and some plains, trains and 
automobiles across the continent. 

All good. 

But the pause in his coaching career is just that: a pause. 

Trotz already feels refreshed, and the hunger to return is building within 
him. 

“I’ve been staying pretty relevant, trust me. I’m watching and following 
everything,” said Trotz, a two-time Jack Adams Award winner as NHL 
coach of the year in 2016 and 2019. 

“I’m keeping in touch with a lot of people,” he said. “Some coaches have 
reached out to ask for opinions and advice and thoughts.” 

He’s also heard from some players, including Zdeno Chara, who reached 
out Monday, the day before announcing his retirement, to give Trotz the 
heads-up. 

“It just tells you how classy he is,” Trotz said. 

Zdeno Chara announced his retirement as a member of the Boston 
Bruins on Tuesday at age 45 after an NHL career of achievements. 

He's leaving behind memories, a changed culture and a golden era, 
writes @FlutoShinzawa.https://t.co/w6oAxuKy57 
pic.twitter.com/XHtEeu6VLe 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) September 20, 2022 

There is certainly no financial pressure on Trotz at the moment, which 
helped ease the decision he made in June to spurn job offers. The 
Islanders owe him a $4 million salary this season, so that should bridge 
him to his next NHL coaching gig, which won’t necessarily need to wait 
until next summer. 

And let’s be real about that: As soon as there’s an NHL coaching 
casualty this season, Trotz’s name will be front and center, just as it was 
for openings this summer. 

Whenever that return behind the bench transpires, Trotz is feeling re-
energized. 

“It’s given me time to refresh, and I think I’ll come back better,” Trotz 
said. “I’ll have a clear mind and not (be) worried about stuff away from 
the game. 

“This was necessary for my family.” 
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A family that includes a son with special needs. They still have to get 
their son settled in Nashville. And Trotz’s mother-in-law is moving from 
her home into a facility, so there’s more family stuff to take care of, which 
is why Trotz would never have been ready to commit to an NHL team for 
the beginning of the season. 

For now, Nashville, where Trotz was the head coach for 16 years, dating 
to Day 1 of the Predators organization, will be the home base. 

It’s long been understood that the Predators have a spot for Trotz in their 
organization if there was ever a fit there. So there’s that, too, to file away. 

“I love Nashville. They said to me, ‘If you ever come back to Nashville, 
we’d like for you to be part of that,’” Trotz said. “Because I was a big part 
of the community. 

“But really, at this point, I’ve made it clear that I’m not doing anything until 
I get these (family) things done. I think everyone has been really 
respectful on that front.” 

The potential of a Predators front-office gig down the road is an 
interesting idea, especially when Trotz let it be known that, generally 
speaking, he would be interested in getting involved one day in NHL 
management. 

“If I was available and in the right situation, that’s something that would 
interest me, for sure,” Trotz reiterated. 

But it does feel like another kick at the coaching can is the priority. 

Until then, Trotz will stay firmly connected as far as following and 
watching what’s going on throughout the NHL. 

There is no rush. 

“At this point, I’m just being Dad and hopefully a good son to my parents 
and my mother-in-law,” Trotz said. 

For an NHL coach, there’s a great benefit to decompressing between 
jobs. The mental stress of that gig is real. It’s never been more 
demanding. Trotz had been grinding it out as a coach every year since 
he began as an assistant coach with the University of Manitoba in 1984 
when he was 22. 

He has coached ever since, from the Dauphin Kings of the Manitoba 
Junior Hockey League to the Baltimore Skipjacks and Portland Pirates of 
the AHL before the expansion Predators came calling in 1997. 

The Stanley Cup-winning coach is second only to Scotty Bowman 
(2,141) on the all-time list of games coached in the NHL (1,812). And 
he’s third all-time in wins (914) behind Bowman (1,244) and Joel 
Quenneville (969). 

Here’s betting Trotz adds to that tally. 
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The story of Pierre Plouffe, the lone Canadian arrested at the Summit 
Series in Moscow 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

Pierre Plouffe, 73, dislocated his elbow. His left arm got tangled in the 
rope when he was water-skiing this summer, and it seemed to twist, 
tweak or tear every internal mechanism with an anatomical name: “It was 
floating like a rag.” 

He pulled his arm from the water, went to the hospital and was, only 
about 10 days later, speaking to a reporter from a lake in southwestern 
France. Plouffe owns and operates a watersport rental company in Mont-
Tremblant, Que. — Centre Nautique Pierre Plouffe — but the injury 
limited his ability to work. 

“I can’t lift a glass of water,” he said with a laugh. “So I’m going to try to 
lift a glass of wine.” 

He was originally going to compete at the International Waterski & 
Wakeboard Federation world over-35 championships in Baurech, near 
Bordeaux, but he was now settling in for a little coaching and a lot of fun. 
His trip happened to fall near the 50th anniversary of a more famous 
overseas adventure, where Plouffe had also set out to have fun, but 
instead earned a life-long Cold War distinction. 

In September 1972, he was the only Canadian arrested in Moscow 
during the Summit Series. 

He was among the 3,000 Canadian fans in town for the final four games 
of the eight-game showdown, where the best Canadian professional 
players faced the best Soviets for the first time. He arrived with a bugle, a 
Canadian flag on a hockey stick and the bravado of a 23-year-old athlete. 

“It’s funny,” said Plouffe. “I’ve been asked many times: ‘People have 
asked you about this Series more than they have asked you about your 
world titles in waterski.’” 

He paused for a moment, then laughed: “I say: ‘Listen, if I hadn’t have 
gone into jail in ’72, nobody would have ever known I won titles in 
waterski — so ask me if I care.’” 

Plouffe laughed again. 

Gary J. Smith was a 28-year-old Canadian diplomat stationed in Moscow 
as planning for the Series got underway. Part of his job was to help 
forecast how many Canadians might be arrested during the event, when 
vodka was selling for 90 cents a bottle and a Grey Cup party unfurled 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Their best guess: 36 Canadians would be arrested. But Plouffe, as Smith 
recalls, ended up the only one. 

Plouffe had just wrapped competition at the 1972 Summer Olympics in 
Munich, where water-ski made its debut as a demonstration sport. He 
competed in three events: slalom (finishing in 14th place), tricks (11th) 
and jumping (10th). 

“He’s wired from the beginning,” said Smith. 

On the day he arrived in Moscow, Plouffe said he walked into his 
seventh-floor hotel room and got an idea. He asked a friend to hold him 
by the pants while he leaned out the window with his bugle to play ‘O 
Canada’ for the pedestrians down below. 

“It didn’t take five minutes: The cops knocked on the door,” Plouffe said. 
“They said, ‘No, nyet, nyet.’ They didn’t like it.” 

He ceased, but he did not desist. 

Plouffe became famous for his bugling during the Canadian games in 
Moscow. A fact that was not as well-publicized at the time was the cat-
and-mouse game between his bugle and the Soviet authorities who 
frowned on the boisterous Canadian behaviour in the stands. 

He would play a tune, then slip the horn under his seat, or into a friendly 
set of Canadian hands. Once the danger passed, the music could 
resume inside the Luzhniki Ice Palace. 

More than one Canadian pundit had predicted Canada would sweep all 
eight games in the series. These were the best players in the NHL — 
minus Bobby Orr (injured) and Bobby Hull (ineligible) — against the 
comparatively unknown Soviets. 

The Soviets romped to a 7-3 win in the series opener at the Montreal 
Forum. They drew to a 4-4 tie in Game 3, at Winnipeg Arena. They sent 
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the Canadians back to their dressing rooms under a shower of jeers from 
fans in Vancouver with a 5-3 win in Game 4. 

Canada lost the first game in Moscow, and was on the verge of disaster. 
Paul Henderson rescued them with a dramatic winner in Game 6, on a 
night that ultimately changed the tide of the entire series. 

Plouffe wanted to celebrate. He left his hotel to join Canadian players at 
the Intourist Hotel. He said he spent some time with forward Yvan 
Cournoyer and his wife and admitted that his voice got louder as the 
night progressed. Eventually, he said, Cournoyer told him, “Pierre, why 
don’t you go home? You’ve had enough to drink.” 

It sounded like good advice. Plouffe said he was on his way out of the 
hotel when he crossed paths with a few other Canadian players — 
including Pete Mahovlich and Phil Esposito — who were on their way 
down to the hotel bar. Plouffe went along with them. 

According to Plouffe, it was 2 a.m., and he asked the bartender for a 
drink. She refused, saying the bar was closed. Plouffe felt like the server 
was holding a grudge for Canada’s success on the ice earlier that night. 
He said he “tapped” a bottle — maybe champagne — that tipped over, 
causing a chain reaction that ended up with several broken glasses. 

He said he tried to apologize, but the bartender blew a whistle. As Plouffe 
was leaving, a large Soviet man in a black sweater stood in his way. 
Plouffe said the man shoved him once, then shoved him again. 

“He pushed me a third time,” said Plouffe. “Then I turned around and I 
punched him. I mean, I hurt my fist more than I hurt him. This guy was a 
monster. He could have put me in his back pocket.” 

When the man in the black sweater blew his whistle, the police arrived. 

“Then I was in trouble,” said Plouffe. 

He was questioned and released. Smith said Soviet authorities went to 
Plouffe’s hotel later that day and took him to jail. He said Plouffe faced 
two charges: Resisting arrest and “severe hooliganism.” 

Plouffe was told he was facing a five-year sentence in Siberia. 

“I cried,” he said. “I was scared. I knew I was in trouble. I’ve been in 
trouble with my life before, but this time around, I knew I was in trouble.” 

“The word goes around right away about this,” said Smith. “It gets 
embellished, as these stories do.” 

He said Canadian fans were soon sharing stories that Plouffe had been 
scrubbed and that the Soviets had shaved his head. There were rumours 
his heels had been tattooed, and that if any other Canadians got out of 
line in Moscow, they would share his fate. 

“That sobers up a lot of people in a hurry,” said Smith. 

On his second night in jail, Plouffe was permitted to watch Game 7 of the 
Summit Series on television. 

Word of a “scuffle” between Plouffe and Soviet police had made it back 
home, appearing as a brief in The Globe and Mail. The Canadian 
Consulate was working in the background. 

“If it wasn’t in the context of this hockey series, he would have been 
jailed,” said Smith. “We would have gone to his defence, but he could 
have got 30 days, 60 days, whatever.” 

The Soviets said Plouffe would be released, then deported on Sept. 29, 
one day after Canada faced the home team in the decisive game of the 
Series. The Canadians asked if Plouffe could be released in time to 
watch the game. 

“We’re rolling, and these are good times, and the Soviets are bending 
over backward,” said Smith. “This is what a diplomat does. If an opening 
presents itself, you go through it.” 

The Soviets agreed, but only if Plouffe remained under police escort. The 
Canadian Consulate agreed to provide three tickets — one for Plouffe, 
and two for the Soviet police. 

The Soviets said they needed tickets for four officers, so when 
Henderson scored his historic winner on Sept. 28, Plouffe was flanked by 
two Soviet officers on either side. And after spending three nights in a 
Moscow jail, he was released after the final game. 

“He never broke any more bars up in Moscow after that,” said Smith, who 
has  

Published a book about his perspective, “Ice War Diplomat: Hockey 
Meets Cold War Politics at the 1972 Summit Series.” 

“When Henderson scored, I stood up,” said Plouffe. “They grabbed me 
and they put me down. But they were OK. I’ve always said that I didn’t 
obey the rules of the country at that time. I was cocky, I guess.” 

He said he does not hold a grudge. 

“Every day I get up, I’m invited to the largest and funniest party in the 
world: It’s called life,” he said. “Every time you get up, you’re invited. 
Even if my left elbow doesn’t work, I still get up.” 
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Russian players not welcome in Prague for NHL European tour: Report 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

Russian players who are scheduled to participate in NHL games in 
Prague next month will not be welcomed by the Czech government 
because of its stance on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, according to a 
report from The Associated Press. 

The Nashville Predators and San Jose Sharks are slated to face off at 
the Czech capital’s O2 Arena on Oct. 7 and 8. While rosters are still to be 
set, Russian forward Yakov Trenin plays for the Predators while forward 
Evgeny Svechnikov and left wing Alexander Barabanov are members of 
the Sharks. San Jose defenseman Nikolai Knyzhov is injured. 

“We can confirm that the Czech Foreign Ministry has sent a letter to the 
NHL to point out that, at this moment, the Czech Republic or any other 
state in the (visa-free) Schengen zone should not issue visas to the 
Russian players to enter our territory,” Deputy Foreign Minister Martin 
Smolek said in a statement, according to AP. 

The ministry has informed the league “about ongoing negotiations about 
banning entry for those citizens of the Russian Federation who already 
had received valid visas before,” AP reported. 

The ministry would not say if the league has responded, AP said. 

Sharks GM Mike Grier said Thursday that the NHL is handling the 
situation with Russian players and Czechia. When asked about forfeits, 
he referred again to the league handling it and said he doesn’t anticipate 
it coming to that. He also said that his squad is a team and “we all go or 
we don’t go.” 

Inside Wild star Kirill Kaprizov's harrowing offseason journey back from 
Russia to the U.S. 

Former Czech star Dominik Hasek has been outspoken about banning 
Russian players and approached the Czech government to voice his 
concern. 
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“Yes, we don’t want any promotion of the Russian aggression here,” he 
tweeted this week in Czech, according to AP. 

The Colorado Avalanche and Columbus Blue Jackets are slated to play 
in Finland in early November. The Finnish government’s position on 
Russian players is unclear, AP said. 
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Why NHL might buy local broadcasts from Sinclair, and what it could 
mean: Business notebook 

 

Sean Shapiro 

 

The NHL’s ever-changing broadcasting landscape is potentially on the 
verge of another shift in direction. 

As first reported by the New York Post and confirmed by The Athletic, the 
NHL, MLB and the NBA could soon purchase the right to broadcast local 
games on regional sports networks (RSNs) owned by the Sinclair 
Broadcast Group. 

“Everything is on the table now,” a league source said. “It’s a space you 
have to be proactive in now, before you get left with a worse solution.” 

Sinclair, through its Diamond Sports subsidiary, owns the local broadcast 
rights to 12 U.S.-based NHL teams, with games appearing on Bally 
Sports-branded networks. Diamond is struggling financially and could be 
headed for bankruptcy, which in turn could lead to teams losing out on 
the massive rights fees they’ve negotiated with the company. NHL 
teams, on average, make around $25 million per season from those 
agreements, according to one source with knowledge of the situation. 

“The model is changing, slowly, but team rights fees are still one of the 
biggest drivers of revenue for an individual team,” a team executive said. 
“That’s a financial pillar for the finances of an NHL club and, thus, the 
league.” 

If the NHL were to purchase the rights to these broadcasts from Sinclair 
(possibly through creditors), it would be another step down a path of 
teams gaining better control of their local television and streaming space. 

For example, Monumental Sports Group completed the purchase of NBC 
Sports Washington on Tuesday, giving the Washington Capitals and 
Wizards full control of their local television broadcasts. Team executives 
have pointed to that as an enviable position, going forward, because it 
allows a team to better adjust to a changing space. 

The NHL has been more cooperative with — and reliant on — Sinclair 
than MLB and the NBA in the past. When Sinclair launched plans for a 
direct-to-consumer streaming platform, which is still scheduled to launch 
next week, the NHL was the most amicable in making sure digital 
streaming rights fit well for Sinclair’s plan. MLB and the NBA were 
stingier. 

It’s unclear at this point how the NHL would handle owning the broadcast 
rights to these games. The most likely outcome, in the short term at least, 
would be the league continuing to broadcast games on the same 
television networks and streaming platform, under the current revenue 
agreements with teams. So not much would change from a consumer 
perspective. Long term, it could result in bigger changes. 

Patch or no? 

When the NHL officially opens the jersey advertising era, some teams 
will still be waiting to close a deal. 

“It’s not the easiest deal to make,” one team executive said. “You have to 
make sure it’s the right fit, on several fronts. That’s why you haven’t seen 
everyone sell that asset yet.” 

The NHL made the decision to allow sponsorship patches for the 2022-
23 season after considerable success with helmet sponsorship. 
Sponsorship logos on helmets started during the 2020-21 season as 
“make goods” to key corporate partners after inventory was lost because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Most teams were able to then sell that space 
during the 2021-22 season, with valuations on average of close to $2 
million per season. 

It brought a new revenue stream to the league, and while there was 
some initial backlash, there wasn’t enough of it for teams to turn down 
that type of cash. 

Teams and executives are counting on the same with jersey sponsor 
patches, which can measure 3 by 3 1/2 inches and are placed on either 
the chest or the shoulder. There’s been social-media ire, but executives 
are confident it won’t stop anyone from watching a game and will happily 
cash checks from corporate partners. 

Finding the right corporate partner, however, has been an issue. 

“You are picking a partner that’s the closest to your logo. I don’t think you 
can ignore that,” one team president said. “It needs to align, when it 
comes to values, and it also needs to align and make sure you are 
getting the right value to give that space that close to the logo of your 
franchise.” 

To support healthy active living, community programming and access to 
hockey for players and fans everywhere. 

We’re proud to announce @OntarioDairy as our jersey patch partner. 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) September 20, 2022 

It creates a balancing act for teams. One executive whose team has 
already sold a patch said there were multiple initial offers, but by waiting 
the team ended up with a better “top corporate” partner. Another 
executive whose team hasn’t sold its patch said that the team needs to 
be patient and that by not putting a deadline on opening night, it wasn’t 
backing itself into a corner to take a bad deal. 

Competition has also come into play. MLB approved advertising on 
jerseys for the 2023 season, and there are potential corporate sponsors 
who are weighing the value of the leagues. And with an expanded 
amount of jersey space available in the sports world, some valuations 
have gone down slightly. 

Some NHL teams have already confirmed they won’t start this season 
with a jersey sponsor, including the Edmonton Oilers, but none have 
completely ruled out selling the space at some point this season. Teams 
are also trying to figure out how to handle sports betting sponsorship. 
Right now, a team can only sell a sports betting sponsorship patch on its 
home jersey if sports gambling is legal in its home market. Sports betting 
companies have reached out to some teams that play in ineligible 
markets, though, to let them know they’ll be interested in the jersey real 
estate if it later becomes available to them. 

An advertising story you’ll enjoy 

The New Jersey Devils will be wearing a sticker for LeGrand Coffee 
House on their road helmets this season after the business was chosen 
as part of the Devils Buy Black program. 

Prudential will be the Devils’ helmet sponsor for home games and has 
donated the space for road games. It’s a donation of an asset worth “at 
least seven figures,” according to Devils team president Jake Reynolds. 

The Devils Buy Black program started in January 2021 to support Black-
owned businesses in New Jersey and has expanded each of the past 
two seasons with the addition of the helmet sponsorship space, which 
featured Razu for 30 games last season. Reynolds said the Devils had 
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more applicants this summer combined than they did for either of the first 
two seasons, and LeGrand Coffee House was chosen earlier this month. 

Eric LeGrand, the former Rutgers football player and founder of the 
coffee company, said he applied for the program after a friend went to a 
Devils game and saw an advertisement for it. LeGrand, who was 
paralyzed while making a tackle in 2010, got into the coffee business in 
2021 despite not having had his first cup of coffee until August 2020. 

“It was during the pandemic and I was thinking about something that 
could bring people together,” LeGrand said. “That’s where the idea for 
the coffee business came together. I kind of looked into it, did everything 
I could to learn about the business, and during that process is when my 
friend told me about the Devils Buy Black program.” 

LeGrand Coffee House started as an e-commerce store in 2021 and has 
already sold coffee in all 50 states. The physical shop opened earlier this 
year in Woodbridge Township. 

Now the coffee house will be featured on Devils helmets in arenas across 
the NHL, as well as in signage at Prudential Center. As part of the 
program, LeGrand Coffee House will also have access to business 
resources, including marketing, that fall under the umbrella of the NHL 
franchise. 

“To think about that and what it means — to have our branding in every 
NHL city — that’s an amazing opportunity to grow our business and 
share our story,” LeGrand said. “That’s the biggest part, for me, sharing 
that story — as I like to say: ‘A Daily Cup of believe’ and spread that 
message.” 

NRX Hockey launches 

Agency RSG Hockey and financial/lifestyle advice company NorthRock X 
announced this week the creation of NRX Hockey, a firm dedicated to 
helping players off the ice. 

NRX Hockey aims to provide financial services for players in investment 
and other off-ice ventures, including media and branding opportunities. 
NorthRock X already had a handful of NHL clients, including Brent Burns, 
but with RSG it’s making a deeper push into the hockey world alongside 
an agency that has close to 70 NHL clients. 

According to Allain Roy, the founder of RSG Hockey and president of 
NRX Hockey, launching a hockey-specific advisory firm in the financial 
sector was a goal to better help his clients and players in general. 

“Having support and the full array of services for players in investing, 
branding, media, all of that, in one place is more important than ever,” 
Roy said. “With the money in the game now and players having more 
power than ever, it’s a time where players need to have the best possible 
team around them to amplify what they want to do and make those 
informed decisions.” 

RSG clients are not automatically NRX Hockey clients, but many are 
expected to use the new company’s services. NRX Hockey will also be 
available to players from other agencies. Burns, for example, is not an 
RSG client. 

Predators get their closeup 

The Nashville Predators are being featured on the NHL Network 
docuseries “Behind the Glass,” which will debut next Friday with the first 
of a four-part series. 

The show is returning with the NHL Global Series for the first time since 
2019 and will follow the Predators through training camp, a preseason 
tour of Europe and their season-opening game in Prague against the San 
Jose Sharks on Oct. 7. 

Captain Roman Josi is going to be one of the key focuses of the show, 
with the Predators flying to his hometown for a preseason game against 
SC Bern in Switzerland. Fellow Swiss international Nino Niederreiter is 
also going to be heavily featured. NHL director of content Steve Mayer 
said the Predators were a “natural fit” to follow with ties to Switzerland. 

Nashville has been a key player for the league in tent-pole events in 
recent years. The Predators hosted their first outdoor game last season, 
were the Winter Classic visitors in 2020 and will host the NHL Awards 
and Draft in 2023. 

“It’s a good time for Nashville,” Predators CEO Sean Henry told The 
Athletic. “We are looking forward to this series only elevating our team 
and franchise further.” 

Mayer said the show will also focus on the city of Nashville and the 
culture around the team. General manager David Poile has also signed 
on for behind-the-scenes access to meetings as he and coach John 
Hynes make final roster decisions ahead of opening night. 

Marquee events with a new look 

Mayer, who is essentially the director of the NHL’s marquee events, 
provided a couple of glimpses into potential plans for the season. 

The Winter Classic at Fenway Park between the Boston Bruins and 
Pittsburgh Penguins is a repeat venue for outdoor games, but Mayer said 
it should have a different appearance than past outdoor clashes. 

“We are going to orient the rink in a different way than we ever have in a 
baseball stadium,” Mayer said. “We are going to take advantage of the 
landmark that is the Green Monster, and while it’s the same place, it’s 
going to be a new experience for how people view the game.” 

For the NHL’s other outdoor game this season, the Stadium Series in 
Raleigh, N.C., the league is considering adding interactivity and seating 
on the field at the stadium, according to Mayer. This isn’t finalized, but 
with positive ticket sales and how things have trended after a visit to the 
stadium last week, Mayer said there are some “creative” ideas in the 
works. 

The All-Star Game, meanwhile, will once again have events for the skills 
competition outside of the rink. The NHL is looking into potential skills 
competition events it could do on the beach in Florida after the success 
of filming two pre-taped events on the Las Vegas Strip. 

Odds and ends 

• Golden Knights owner Bill Foley is leading a consortium negotiating to 
purchase English Premier League club Bournemouth. If the sale goes 
through, the Golden Knights would be the third NHL club with an owner 
who also has a stake in the Premier League, joining the Colorado 
Avalanche (Arsenal) and New Jersey Devils (Crystal Palace). 

• With P.K. Subban’s official retirement from the NHL, keep an eye out for 
announcements about his television career. Subban made cameos with 
ESPN the past two seasons but has always been quiet about his long-
term plans and claimed he was waiting to retire from playing. ESPN and 
Subban seem like a natural fit for a more-permanent deal now that the 
playing part is out of the equation. 
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2022-23 NHL team previews: Projections and ranking of every NHL team 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

 

Welcome to The Athletic’s 2022-23 edition of the team season previews, 
a deep dive into what to expect from each team for the upcoming season 
by Sean Gentille, Shayna Goldman, and Dom Luszczyszyn. 

Between Sept. 19 and Oct. 4, we’re previewing all 32 NHL teams in order 
of predicted regular-season finish, according to Dom’s model. But we’re 
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not going to unveil the order at once — you’ll have to come back here 
each day as we publish two new previews. 

Beyond the projected point total and playoff finish, you’ll find one big 
question pressing each team, a wildcard player that might have an 
unexpected impact on the forecast, a roster breakdown, and a best and 
worst case scenario for each team. 

Here are some references to explain how this all works and the links to 
each team will be here every morning. 

• How these projections work 

• How these projections performed last season 

• Understanding projection uncertainty  

The rankings 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

27. Columbus Blue Jackets 

26. San Jose Sharks 

25. Anaheim Ducks 

More NHL season previews 

• NHL Player Tiers for 2022-23: Connor McDavid leads the way again 

• Every NHL team’s biggest question heading into training camp 

• The NHL’s 10 best breakout candidates for 2022-23 

• Offseason Bizarro-meter: Western Conference | Eastern Conference 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notebook: Why Samsonov chose Toronto 

Sandin contract standoff continues, but pressure shifting to Maple Leafs' 
management 

Shawn McKenzie and Luke Fox discuss the biggest storylines 
surrounding Maple Leafs camp, including what's the latest in the Rasmus 
Sandin contract stand-off, whether the number one goalie job is Matt 
Murray's to lose, and who will play with Tavares? 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – He can laugh about it now, but Ilya Samsonov’s starts 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs last season were decidedly more horror 
than comedy. 

“I just remember how we played the Leafs, I'd go to the bench after first 
period,” the former Washington Capitals goalie chuckles. 

“Everybody knows this is the best team for scoring goals.” 

Samsonov only faced his high-octane new team twice in 2021-22. 

But if you surrender seven goals and get yanked well before the second 
buzzer in a couple decisive losses, surely you can envision what it would 
be like to have that kind of run support flow the other way. 

If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

Following Thursday’s first official practice with the Maple Leafs — a 
crowded, high-tempo marathon session that made use of all four pads at 
the Ford Performance Centre and required multiple floods — Samsonov 
was upbeat during his first meeting with Toronto reporters. 

“I really like it. I’m so excited,” Samsonov said. “Everybody here wants to 
win Stanley Cup, and it’s a good opportunity for me.” 

So good, in fact, Samsonov says he turned down offers with longer term 
before inking a one-year, $1.8-million pact with the Leafs after a 
successful pitch by GM Kyle Dubas. 

“It was good for me and good for the team,” Samsonov reasons. 

“He really wanted it to be a one-year kind of show-me, bet-on-yourself 
type deal, which is not always common with players coming off of this 
shock of being non-QO'd when he wasn't expecting it,” Dubas said. “That 
was impressive to me.” 

Samsonov should begin the season as 1B to Matt Murray’s 1A, and the 
two have already struck up a friendship, arriving in town well before 
camp’s opening. 

Samsonov chose one-year deal with Maple Leafs over multi-year offers 

The 25-year-old deferred his preferred sweater number (30) to the two-
time Cup champ, instead opting for 35, his original number in AHL 
Hershey. 

But given Murray’s injury history and Samsonov’s hunger, a healthy 
battle for work should ensue. 

“Both have shown they can carry the load, and we need to get them both 
up and running, and it will be difficult to do that if one is playing all the 
games and the other is sitting,” Dubas told reporters. 

“The way the schedule is at the beginning of the year kind of makes that 
easy, to let them both roll. But that said, it’s going to be based on merit, 
on how they play in exhibition, how they play to start the year… nothing 
has been promised to either and they’ll earn (playing time).” 

If Murray at a $4.69 million cap hit for two years is a big gamble, 
Samsonov for half the term and a fraction of the price is a more 
calculated one. 

In 94 games spread over three campaigns in Washington, Samsonov 
recorded a .902 save percentage and 3.02 goals-against average. Not 
exactly wow numbers, but he won more games than he lost (53-23-10). 

Capitals GM Brian MacLellan attempted to trade Samsonov in the off-
season but could not find a partner. The organization then declined to 
hand him a $2.2-million qualifying offer, letting their 2015 first-rounder 
walk for nothing — a decision that Samsonov says surprised him “a little 
bit.” 

The goalie chalks it up to business. 

Samsonov describes what it's like going from facing Ovechkin to 
Matthews in practice 

According to those close to the team, Samsonov’s ATV injury leading up 
to the 2020 bubble playoffs didn’t endear him to the team. 
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Forget the numbers, one source advised. 

Samsonov may be athletic and capable of highlight-reel moments, but he 
can also drift or lose his stick. 

The Russian built a reputation for surrendering soft, ill-timed goals in 
close games that would kill momentum. 

“The team gave him plenty of opportunity to seize the No. 1 job, and he 
couldn’t have sustained success,” the source said. 

New Leafs goalie coach Curtis Sanford is embracing the challenge of 
Samsonov’s bounce-back. Sanford flew down to Florida, where 
Samsonov was conducting his summer training with reigning Vezina 
champ Igor Shesterkin. 

Emphasis was placed on improving Samsonov’s footwork, cross-crease 
speed, and post work. Samsonov also picked Shesterkin’s brain for 
advice on steeling his mental game. 

“He's putting in lots of work, and he's a very motivated guy coming in,” 
coach Sheldon Keefe enthuses. 

“Very nice guy. Great attitude, great approach. He speaks OK English, 
but he goes out of his way to talk to guys.” 

Prior to showing up for camp in Toronto, Samsonov spoke with his fellow 
Ilyas, Lyubushkin and Mikheyev, to get a sense of what it’ll be like under 
the microscope. 

“Everybody says the same thing: nice people, a lot of media here,” 
Samsonov smiles. 

“Me and Matt will get some opportunity both. It’s really nice opportunity 
for me. He’s nice guy. We’ll try to push together, and we want to win with 
this team.” 

Muzzin sidelined already 

Jake Muzzin was a notable absentee from Day 1 of camp’s on-ice 
sessions. 

The top-four defenceman will be sidelined until early next week as he 
nurses discomfort in his back. 

“I'm feeling good, and I haven't felt anything about the concussions I've 
had in the past. But I'm feeling good and ready to go for this year,” 
Muzzin told reporters on Wednesday. 

Keefe says he’s not concerned with the seriousness of the issue. 

“Today, for the most part, is one of the hardest days of the year. This was 
a good day to give him some additional time away,” the coach said. 

The 33-year-old was limited to 47 appearances in 2021-22 as he battled 
multiple ailments but showed well in the seven-game Tampa Bay series. 

Toronto’s blueline depth has taken a preseason hit, with RFA Rasmus 
Sandin still unsigned and Timothy Liljegren (hernia) out for a minimum of 
six weeks. 

One-timers: Calle Järnkrok kicked off camp alongside Auston Matthews 
and Michael Bunting. Adam Gaudette skated with John Tavares and 
Mitch Marner. The new guys will get prime audition time for the top six…. 
Pierre Engvall (foot) skated in full equipment on a separate pad. He is 
ruled out until Oct. 3…. Goalie Joseph Woll (shoulder) and forward 
Mikhail Abramov (back) are still recovering from injuries…. The team was 
split into the two groups that will host the Ottawa Senators in Saturday’s 
preseason double-header…. The Maple Leafs’ training camp playlist — 
cranked to 11 — felt very much inspired by the Super Bowl LVI halftime 
show and the Dr. Dre family tree. A steady stream of vintage N.W.A., 
Eminem, 50 Cent, Kendrick Lamar, and The Game. A little Future and 
Drake tossed in for good measure. No complaints here. 

Maple Leafs Day 1 lines 

Group 1 

Bunting - Matthews - Järnkrok 

Aston-Reese - Kämpf - Anderson 

Robertson - Kerfoot - Aube-Kubel 

Clifford - Minten - Simmonds 

Rielly - Brodie 

Benn - Mete 

Kokkonen – Villeneuve 

Samsonov 

Källgren 

Group 2 

Gaudette - Tavares - Marner 

Malgin - Holmberg - Nylander 

McMann - Der-Arguchintsev - Abruzzese 

Steeves - Douglas - Ellis 

Giordano - Holl 

Kral - Dahlström 

Rifai – Hollowell 

Murray 

Ferguson 
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Sportsnet.ca / Crunch time arrives for Oilers' Puljujarvi to establish 
himself in the NHL 

Have the Oilers learned their lesson from their slow start following the 
2017 season? 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — "It is." 

That two-word answer describes everything that is Jesse Puljujarvi this 
season, as the big Finn’s answer to the question, "Is it time to establish 
yourself in the NHL?" 

"It is." 

Crunch time has arrived for the happy-go-lucky right winger lovingly 
known as "The Bison King" by his fans here in Edmonton. He is 24 years 
old now, six years removed from that 2016 draft that saw him go fourth 
overall, ahead of names like Matthew Tkachuk, Alex DeBrincat, Mikhail 
Sergachev, Jakob Chychrun and Adam Fox. 

Today he is a veteran with a $3 million cap hit on a one-year deal, a 
player who has spent much of the past three seasons on Edmonton’s 
trading block with Ken Holland unable to consummate a deal that 
resembles fair value for a player with Puljujarvi’s skill set. 

This camp, however, is different for Puljujarvi. 

He’s not a kid anymore or even a prospect. He is, like every other Oiler, a 
guy on a cash-strapped payroll who needs to justify the percentage of the 
payroll he’s getting. 
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"It changes it a lot," GM Ken Holland said of Puljujarvi’s new price tag 
when we sat down for a Q and A in Penticton, B.C., last week. "The last 
two years, he was at $1.175 million. Three million? That’s not a lot of 
money for a Top 6 player. But if he’s on our third line …" 

So who, exactly, is Jesse Puljujarvi, the enigmatic Finn with the big smile 
and every tool in the tool box — except perhaps the most important one, 
the hockey sense that brings it all together? 

Fans (and the Oilers) hope he is Valeri Nichushkin, the big Russian right 
winger who flailed around in Dallas, went home to Russia, and then 
finally blossomed at age 26 with a 25-goal season in Colorado. 

However, it is still possible that Puljujarvi is Alex Galchenyuk, who spent 
six seasons with the team that drafted him third overall (Montreal) and 
was sent packing. Today, the 28-year-old is on a PTO with Colorado, his 
seventh NHL organization (twice with Arizona) if he sticks with the Avs. 

Or, is he Sam Bennett, the fourth overall pick who blossomed in Florida 
at age 25, scoring 28 goals in his first full season with his second 
organization? 

The trick to finding lasting success, says Puljujarvi, is to find lasting 
confidence. 

“I tried to work hard last summer, get back good confidence, and start 
there,” he said at the pre-season podium Thursday morning. "I think 
confidence is a big thing. Here in the NHL, you need the confidence 
every day, every game, every play. So yeah, try to be a tough guy and 
play with good confidence. That's big stuff.” 

Puljujarvi had a great start last season with 10 goals and 23 points by 
Christmas and earning his place on Connor McDavid’s wing. In his final 
37 games, however, he had four goals and 13 points. 

To his credit, Puljujarvi would not entertain that injury or COVID-19 
affected his downfall in production. But he finished the season as a 10-
minutes-per-night playoff performer, devoid of confidence. 

"I think that's fair," head coach Jay Woodcroft said of the assertion that 
Puljujarvi’s confidence had disappeared. "Confidence is not something 
you necessarily start out with. It’s earned through a lot of hard work and 
effort. 

"Part of that is me putting him in a position to succeed. Part of that is the 
work that he put in and over the summertime — what I saw today, what I 
saw on the captain skates — I see a highly motivated player who put in a 
lot of work over time.” 

Woodcroft gave Puljujarvi a plum assignment on Day 1 of camp: a spot 
on a line with Leon Draisaitl and Zach Hyman. Puljujarvi had a good day, 
in the coach’s eyes. 

“He should feel confident heading into Day 2,” Woodcroft said. “But like 
with all of our players here, we need them to get better every day.” 

And stay better. 

If Puljujarvi can do that, he could still become the best trade that Ken 
Holland never made. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rookie Kuzmenko shows early star potential at Canucks 
camp 

Canucks' Boeser is focused on improving his game and hitting 30-goal 
milestone 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

WHISTLER, B.C. — Andrei Kuzmenko is a star. Looks like he can even 
play hockey. 

The most surprising and engaging moment of opening day in the 
Vancouver Canucks training camp was not when coach Bruce Boudreau 
unwrapped his forward lines for everyone to see — and debate. It was 
when Kuzmenko, the big fish the National Hockey League team landed in 
free agency from the Kontinental Hockey League in June, listened 
silently through several queries from reporters to linemate Ilya Mikheyev 
before finally getting asked a question. 

The two Russians, Canucks centre Elias Pettersson’s new wingers, did 
their media availability together on Thursday so Mikheyev could interpret 
for Kuzmenko. 

But when finally asked a question, Kuzmenko, 26, lit up and said in 
English: “Oh, okay, some questions.” 

He then continued: “Now, I'm happy. Vancouver is a beautiful city for me. 
I like to play (near) the mountains, the oceans, the forest, I like it. The 
team is good team. I'm happy. It's a very simple game. Very smart 
players with me, and Ilya and Pettersson (are) very good, hard-work 
forwards. Is no problem, I think.” 

Last year’s Canucks rookie, Vasily Podkolzin, didn’t speak to Vancouver 
reporters in English until after the season. The previous Russian, one-
and-done defenceman Nikita Tryamkin, barely uttered a word in English 
publicly. Maybe “goodbye” when he bolted back to the KHL in 2017. 

But Kuzmenko looked like he could do standup comedy or sing karaoke 
in English, which we’re guessing he has done since he is clearly an 
extrovert who embraces life, apparently with a twinkle in his eye. 

Since moving to Vancouver in August, after the Canucks beat out at least 
20 other teams to secure the NHL services of arguably the biggest free 
agent in Europe, Kuzmenko has been to a couple of Whitecaps soccer 
games and several concerts. He said Swedish House Mafia was his 
favourite. (Yeah, mine, too). He was photographed wakeboarding on 
Cultus Lake, and posted a photo promoting the car-deal he has already 
landed with a sponsor. 

And then on Thursday, he finally went on the ice for a formal skate in 
North America and fairly dazzled on a line with Pettersson and Mikheyev, 
the former Toronto Maple Leaf who signed with the Canucks as a free 
agent in July. 

Five-foot-11 but stocky and surprisingly quick with the puck in traffic, 
Kuzmenko exudes personality. 

“One hundred per cent, yeah,” Boudreau said. “I said that the first day I 
saw him: 'If this guy is as good as advertised, he's going to take the city 
by storm.’” 

Surrounding Pettersson with the Russians was not surprising — even we 
got that projection right — because it is an enticing combination of high-
end skills. 

Pettersson is a gifted offensive player with under-rated defensive chops, 
a centre who last season showed himself capable of playing with anyone 
and in any situation. Mikheyev is a pure burner, a two-way winger who 
had 21 goals in 53 games with the Leafs despite receiving third-line 
minutes and ranking eighth among Toronto forwards in power-play time, 
just behind Nick Ritchie. 

Kuzmenko is the great unknown. Undrafted by an NHL team, he spent 
eight seasons in the KHL and last year was the league’s second-leading 
scorer with 20 goals and 53 points in 45 games for St. Petersburg. 

His puck skills, especially the quickness with which he spins away from 
checks and releases heavy wrist shots, were obvious on Thursday. Will 
they translate to the NHL? Who knows. 
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The Canucks have been disappointed before by highly-skilled European 
prospects who were excellent in their domestic leagues but failed to gain 
an NHL foothold (Sergei Shirokov, Anton Rodin, Jonathan Dahlen). 

But none of them, as far as we know, had a coach as credible as 
Boudreau say something like what he volunteered Thursday on 
Kuzmenko: “I don't want to make too many comparisons but, like, 
Kuzmenko's release is a lot like Ovie's release, looking at both of them 
off the left side.” 

For not wanting to make a comparison, sizing up Kuzmenko against 780-
goal scorer Alex Ovechkin was a doozy. 

Canucks' Pettersson keen on being linemates with Kuzmenko and 
Mikheyev 

Boudreau said he liked the skill and energy displayed by his new line. 

“They wanted to make a good impression, and I think they did,” he said. 

Miller skated Thursday with wingers Brock Boeser and Tanner Pearson, 
while Horvat centred Podkolzin and Conor Garland. The fourth line in 
Day 1 was Jason Dickinson between Curtis Lazar and Dakota Joshua. 

Nils Hoglander, as disappointing as a sophomore last season as he was 
impressive as a rookie two years ago, skated on the projected “fifth line” 
beside Swedish signees Linus Karlsson and Nils Aman. 

All three of Pettersson, Mikheyev and Kuzmenko seem excited about 
their partnership. 

“He is so smart guy,” Mikheyev said of Pettersson, the former Calder 
Trophy winner who scored 26 of his 32 goals last season in the final 43 
games under Boudreau. “I hope we can use our speed. We need time for 
work, but we start today.” 

“I think all three of us, we bring a different aspect to the game,” 
Pettersson said. “Mikheyev is super fast; he opens up (space) for us. And 
me and Kuzmenko are maybe kind of similar with the way we play. But 
from this scrimmage and the scrimmages before (camp), it has been 
feeling good.” 

Mikheyev said he and Kuzmenko briefly played together for the Russian 
national team several years ago but neither can remember when and 
where. 

Kuzmenko said he actually prefers the smaller NHL ice surface to 
international arenas because when “you win one on one... you go to 
shoot.” 

“Adaptation for me is every day,” he said. “Every game is better, better, 
better, better.” 

Kuzmenko is wearing No. 96, not because it was Canucks Hall-of-Famer 
Pavel Bure’s second number in Vancouver, but because he was born in 
1996. Kuzmenko’s first-choice number, 10, was unavailable in St. 
Peterburg, he said. It’s unavailable in Vancouver, too. Bure wore it before 
it was retired by the Canucks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens Notebook: Gallagher healthy but other injuries 
emerge 

 

Eric Engels 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — Caution: This is not an article about Juraj 
Slafkovsky. 

On Day 1 of his very first Montreal Canadiens training camp, the first-
overall pick in the 2022 NHL Draft would’ve made for a layup of a main 
story. Instead, shortly after arriving at the team’s south shore practice 
facility, we in the media were informed of injuries to four of the most 
secure players scheduled to participate in camp and, with respect to 
Slafkovsky, the kid was relegated to footnote status. 

Considering that none of these players were listed as injured prior to 
submitting to Wednesday’s physicals, the news sent shockwaves 
throughout the room — and then the fanbase, which responded 
hyperbolically on social media. 

The first update was that newly minted Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki is 
out two weeks with a lower-body injury. 

Josh Anderson and Jake Evans were also both listed as “day-to-day” 
with upper-body injuries. 

And then the biggest shocker was that Joel Edmundson was listed as out 
indefinitely with a lower-body injury. 

He missed all of last year’s training camp and was limited to just 24 
games due to a back injury that was initially categorized as a lower-body 
injury and Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis was unable to say on 
Thursday whether or not the injury he’s dealing with now is related. 

“We don’t have enough details,” St. Louis said in a statement that was 
later added to by executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff 
Gorton, in an interview with TSN Radio, in which he said Suzuki and 
Edmundson had collided during an informal skate roughly a week ago, 
leaving Edmundson with a back injury. 

If he misses a significant period of time, the Canadiens don’t have 
anyone to replace him. 

The 29-year-old, who was named an alternate captain on Sept. 12, has 
assumed a huge role with the Canadiens. The six-foot-five, 224-pound 
defenceman also takes up a lot of space in the room, and even more of it 
on the ice, where he combines reach, physicality and an unheralded 
puck-moving ability that none of Montreal’s other proven defencemen 
can provide. 

Edmundson’s potential long-term loss would exacerbate the team’s 
biggest concern — not wanting to rush the development of several young 
defencemen vying for full-time jobs in Montreal. 

The Canadiens were only counting on Edmundson, David Savard, Mike 
Matheson and Chris Wideman as the veterans on the blue line, and that 
was going to necessitate trusting at least a couple of those young players 
in more elevated roles than they might’ve otherwise been ready for. And 
now, at least one of those young players will have to move up and prove 
they can help fill the void. 

It’s a lot to ask. 

“For sure, sometimes you accelerate things a little and sometimes those 
players aren’t ready for that acceleration,” said St. Louis. “But we’ll have 
more information in seeing how those players handle that in the way they 
play. Not having Eddy today, or this week, we’ll focus on the other guys 
and see what they show us.” 

Why St. Louis preaches ‘work ethic and attitude’ from his young players 
at camp 

We don’t know what Suzuki will be able to show us before the season 
begins. 

The 23-year-old is scheduled to return a week before camp wraps but, as 
is always the case with injuries, timelines aren’t fixed. 

St. Louis said Suzuki was injured in his preparation for the season. 

The good news Gorton confirmed in his radio interview is that Suzuki’s 
injury shouldn’t impact his ability to start the regular season on time. 
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But one would think starting late in camp isn’t ideal for a player who’s 
entering Year 1 of an eight-year, $63-million contract and looking to take 
a big step forward as captain of the Canadiens. 

Should we read much into Evans taking part in Thursday’s conditioning 
drills and Anderson abstaining? Perhaps not in terms of the severity of 
their injuries. 

But it does suggest that Evans’ upper-body injury didn’t prohibit him from 
participating in the hard skating sessions, while Anderson’s did. 

The drills were physically demanding, "and even more mentally 
demanding," said St. Louis. 

But none of them involved pucks. 

If they had, we might have more to report on Slafkovsky’s first official on-
ice session at an NHL camp. 

With full practices and scrimmages scheduled for Friday, expect all eyes 
to be on him — from where he lines up to what he does with his first big 
opportunity to show what he can do. 

And yes, we’ll likely spill a lot of ink about all of it thereafter. 

'He's very inspirational': Canadiens' Dach on first impressions of Marty 
St. Louis 

One came from a good friend, who called shortly after we arrived in 
Brossard and asked, "What are you doing there? Just watching these 
guys skate in circles?" 

Ironically, that’s exactly what we were doing. 

A player that caught our attention during all of this was Matheson, who’s 
known for his skating. 

The 28-year-old Montrealer, who came to the Canadiens in the trade that 
sent Jeff Petry to Pittsburgh this summer, will also be known here for his 
talking before long. 

This snippet from Matheson really caught our attention, and colleague 
Marc-Antoine Godin of The Athletic perfectly encapsulated why when we 
were talking to him about Matheson following the media availability: 

"I think what I (was) able to do in Pittsburgh was just find a bit more of a 
groove where I was playing well defensively and not trying to push 
offence and just letting it come to me but also just using my abilities to 
generate," Matheson said. "So, not just taking my foot off the gas pedal 
completely, but I think I’ve learned to pick my spots a lot better. Nobody 
wants a hit-or-miss player out there where it’s, 'Oh that was awesome, 
and then not so much the next time.' That’s such a big part of being a 
defenceman, and it’s not easy and I’m not saying I’m perfect at it either, 
but it’s a constant thing to keep getting better at." 

He was minus-25 over his final two seasons with the Florida Panthers, 
and then he was plus-21 over two rebound years with the Penguins. 

Matheson also set career highs in goals (11) and assists (20) in 74 
games with Pittsburgh last season. 

"He reminds me of Petry when Petry first got here in 2015," said Godin 
when we asked him his opinion. 

It was exactly what we were thinking as we listened to Matheson 
describe his game. 

Petry struggled mightily to find the right balance between his offensive 
and defensive abilities and tasks as a young player with the Edmonton 
Oilers but was on the verge of striking it when he was acquired by the 
Canadiens. 

Then, from 26 to 32 years old, Petry blossomed and authored career 
year after career year. 

As Godin appropriately pointed out, Matheson fits the same profile as a 
player and appears poised to do the same thing — and he’ll be counted 
on to do it immediately by the Canadiens. 

"Obviously, he’s going to be counted on for a lot of minutes, I’m sure," 
affirmed St. Louis. "And I think he’s a guy that can play a lot of minutes 
(with) the way he skates. So, in terms of how I see where does he go 
from here? I think he’s going to have an opportunity here to really take 
his game to another level — one with definitely his playing time, and two 
with the brand that we want to play. I think it really fits him. 

"So, how much growth he gets from here? It’s going to be up to him. But 
we’re going to support him to grow as much as he can." 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Matheson said the foundation of his growth will depend on finding 
consistency in "being more rock solid and dependable back there." 

There’s more to it than just that, though. 

"I’d like to get a bit more sophisticated offensively," Matheson added. 
"Hoping that I’ll have a bit more of a role to do that here, be able to 
generate a little bit more offensively without adding a bunch of risk 
either." 

He said the key will be getting the right amount of repetition to find the 
poise needed to make the right moves skating the puck up the ice, and to 
make the right plays straddling the offensive blue line to allow his natural 
creativity to shine through. 

Again, the parallel with Petry is easy to see. 

Speaking of right-handed defencemen, Wideman delivered the last 
memorable line of the day when he was asked if he finally found a place 
to live in Montreal after admitting earlier it wasn’t an easy process. 

"I was staying at Cole (Caufield’s) place in the guest bedroom, so it was 
like being at home taking care of my son," he said. "But my son sleeps 
more. He’s nine months, and he sleeps more." 

Gallagher healthy for the first time in a long time 

With the exception of a cut on his nose, suffered when Wideman 
accidentally punched him in the face giving him a hug, Brendan 
Gallagher is 100 per cent healthy. 

Last season, he was suffering so much he couldn’t walk up the three 
steps to the podium at the Bell Centre without a noticeable limp. 

On Thursday, Gallagher practically leapt onto the riser he was given for 
his lengthy media scrum. 

"Last season was a grind from the start," he said. "Hopefully put that 
behind us all and kind of move on. It was a good summer for me — I was 
able to get back to the regular routine I was used to. Body feels good, 
feels ready to hopefully be in there for 82 games and be that guy that 
your teammates can rely on." 

Knowing Gallagher, not being able to do that through a season that saw 
him only produce seven goals and 24 points and only appear in 56 
games was probably even more painful to him than what he was dealing 
with physically. 

He comes into this season out for redemption most people don’t think he 
can achieve. 

"(Being doubted is) part of being a professional athlete," the 30-year-old 
alternate captain said. "There’s been people doubting me for the last 
decade. There might be more (now), but, at the same time, for me, it 
doesn’t really motivate me or it doesn’t really add a chip on my shoulder 
or any of that stuff. 
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"I’ve always played for people that have supported me along the way, 
and I have so many people that are in my corner as well and have 
pushed me along and those are the people that you want to prove right. 
When you come to the rink every day with a positive attitude, it goes a 
long way. For me, it’s simplifying the mindset and having an idea of what 
type of player I’ve always been and just knowing that I’ll be able to go out 
there and produce on the same level I always had and be a good player 
and be accountable and reliable to my teammates is really all I want to 
do." 

'Body feels good': Canadiens' Gallagher physically ready heading into 
camp 

He’ll have to score more goals, too. 

One of the things Gallagher said he focused on during his on-ice summer 
training was his shot, with St. Louis providing guidelines for how he could 
do it, and that could prove very beneficial in the process of lighting the 
lamp more often. 

"It’s not changing the way you shoot; it’s adding different types of shots," 
he said. “If you can take five-to-10 minutes at the end of a skate to work 
on stuff like that, it just adds to what you have as a player." 

There’s more Gallagher has been working on — much of it to be unveiled 
as we move along. 

"There’s a lot of things that Marty talked about towards the end of last 
year, and you’re able to reflect on it over the summer, and now it feels a 
little bit more natural, feels a little bit more comfortable," he said. "I’m 
definitely looking forward to a full season… Getting to work with him for a 
full season is going to do a lot for our games." 

Don’t sleep on Dadonov 

There’s much to uncover about the soft-spoken Russian who came to the 
Canadiens in the trade that sent Shea Weber to the Vegas Golden 
Knights over the summer. 

However, Matheson, who was teammates with Evgenii Dadonov in 
Florida, offered an interesting spoiler. 

"I think he’s a very underrated player, to be honest," the defenceman 
said. "Even in Florida, he was on a line with (superstars Aleksander 
Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau) and was always kind of the forgotten 
one of the three, and I think his value is underrated in that sense. I think 
he does so much down low to keep cycles alive, to create space for his 
linemates, and then obviously on the power play I think he’s one of the 
best bumper guys in the league. He’s so good at just being where he 
needs to be to support the play and keep the play alive. You see a lot of 
power plays be one and done, and I think he’s a huge reason why a 
power play isn’t that." 

Of the 124 goals Dadonov has scored in the NHL, 31 of them have come 
on the power play. And 26 of his 141 NHL assists have also come on the 
man-advantage. 

Given those numbers — and the little details Matheson was referencing 
to describe what makes him so effective in one of the hardest power-play 
roles to excel at — the Canadiens should probably be using Dadonov in 
this capacity. 

With 20 goals and 43 points in 78 games with the Golden Knights last 
season, Dadonov will likely prove useful in other capacities, too. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 09.23.2022 

  

1252747 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Henderson, Dryden, rest of Summit Series players 
honoured by House of Commons 

 

Paul D. Grant  

 

Paul Henderson, Ken Dryden, Yvon Cournoyer and many of the players 
from Team Canada who defeated the Soviets in the 1972 Summit Series 
were in attendance to be honoured by the House of Commons on 
Thursday. 

After question period, serenaded by members of Parliament singing “O 
Canada” and with a standing ovation, the players were welcomed to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 1972 Summit Series, during 
which Canada squeezed out a nerve-racking 6-5 win in Game 8 on a 
goal by Paul Henderson with 34 seconds left. Canada, which was heavily 
favoured entering the Cold War exhibition against the underestimated 
Soviets, won the series 4-3-1. 

Members of each of the official parties, plus the Green Party, praised the 
efforts of the players and the significance to Canadians of their victory. 

‘’It was an honour to welcome Team Canada’s 1972 Summit Series 
members to Parliament today,” Minister of Sport Pascale St-Onge said in 
a statement. 

“They unified us as a country, and we remember them as a team of 
courageous and resilient players. In the face of adversity, they never 
backed down and made us proud Canadians. It was a great privilege to 
meet them.’’ 

Among those also in attendance from the Summit Series team were Ron 
Ellis, Serge Savard, Dennis Hull, Frank Mahovolich, Peter Mahovolich, 
Rod Seiling and Don Awry, as well as the sons of Vic Hadfield and Bill 
White. 

The Summit Series was conjured by the government of Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau to find common ground with the Soviet Union and ease 
tensions between the East and West. Spearheaded by player agent Alan 
Eagleson, the first four games were held in Canada (Montreal, Toronto, 
Winnipeg and Vancouver), with the remaining four games held in 
Moscow. 
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TSN.CA / ‘The talent is there’: Murray’s resume resonates with Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised in two groups at the Ford Performance Centre on 
Thursday.  

Toronto's new tandem of Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov made a good 
first impression on their new head coach.  

"Today was my first time on the ice with them," said Sheldon Keefe. "I 
though they looked great. They are real big men in the net who take up a 
lot of space and move well. Murray looked really dialed in and focused. 
As far as day one of camp goes for a veteran goaltender, he looked 
pretty dialed in to me. That was good to see." 

Murray, 28, is looking for a fresh start after an injury-plagued stretch in 
Ottawa. He posted an .899 save percentage in 47 games with the 
Senators over the last two years. Murray cleared waivers and played a 
pair of games in the American Hockey League last season.  
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"Going through adversity is a huge part of growing and getting better so 
there's a lot to draw on for me," the Thunder Bay, Ont., native said. 
"Obviously, I feel like I have a lot to prove." 

Murray has already proven he can get it done in the playoffs. He 
backstopped the Pittsburgh Penguins to Stanley Cup titles in 2016 and 
2017. For a Leafs team starved for post-season success, that is a 
resume that resonates.  

"With any of the players that I spoke to this off-season, that was one of 
the things they were really excited about," said Keefe. "I don't know how 
many goalies there are who are playing in the league right now who have 
won those games and won the Stanley Cup. There are not many. We 
have one here that has that experience and has the ability."  

Murray owns an impressive .921 save percentage in 51 career playoff 
games.  

"It hasn't gone the same way for him in the last few years or so, but we 
believe the talent is there," Keefe continued. "We think we can do a good 
enough job in front of him to really help him out and help him gain some 
traction to get going. He had a terrific off-season. His time spent in our 
facility here has been great. He is off to a great start on day one." 

Lots of belief that Murray, Samsonov can get back on track this season 

It's one of the biggest storylines in Toronto, as the Leafs will turn to a 
goalie tandem where both players are looking for bounce back years. As 
Mark Masters explains, there is lots of belief that Matt Murray and Ilya 
Samsonov can get back on track this season. 

 --- 

In his first meeting with the Toronto media, Samsonov admitted he was 
"a little bit" surprised that the Washington Capitals didn't extend him a 
qualifying offer in the summer.   

"I understand it's just a business," the 25-year-old Russian said.  

Samsonov, who posted an .896 save percentage in 44 games last 
season, embraced the chance to bet on himself with a one-year, $1.8-
million pact despite getting some longer offers.   

"It's good for me and good for the team," he said.  

"A very nice guy with a great attitude and a great approach," Keefe 
observed. "He speaks okay English. He goes out of his way to talk to 
guys. He is not the loudest guy by any means, but he is certainly around. 
Any time I have engaged with him, he has been great. It seems like he is 
enjoying being here ... He is putting in lots of work and he is a very 
motivated guy coming in here." 

Samsonov appreciated that Toronto's new goalie coach, Curtis Sanford, 
travelled to his off-season base in Florida to work with him in the 
summer. The focus was on getting faster and improving his post play. He 
also skated alongside countryman and reigning Vezina Trophy winner 
Igor Shesterkin. 

Samsonov thinks he's ready for the intense spotlight of the Toronto 
market, but also acknowledged it's tough to know exactly what that will 
feel like. The 2015 first-round pick is impressed with Toronto's large 
support staff.  

"It's the best organization in the league and I understand right now why," 
he said. 

Samsonov is already well-acquainted with Toronto's offensive attack. He 
was pulled in both games against the Leafs last season.  

"I just remember I go to the bench after first period," he said with a smile. 
"Everybody knows this is the best team to score goals. A lot of goals." 

Samsonov excited for fresh start with Leafs, shares first impressions of 
Murray 

Ilya Samsonov discusses what excites him the most about the 
opportunity in Toronto, whether he feels he has something to prove after 

how it ended in Washington, how much of a workload he's expecting, 
what stands out to him about Matt Murray so far, and much more. 

 --- 

In his first practice as a member of the Leafs, Calle Jarnkrok skated 
alongside Auston Matthews.  

"He's just as good as they say," the 30-year-old Swede quipped.  

It was a move designed to make Jarnkrok feel at home.  

"I don't know if there is a better way to come into a new team and feel a 
part of things," said Keefe. "Also, I think he has the skill set to be able to 
play with Auston or John [Tavares]. He has the ability to do that. He can 
play anywhere in our lineup. He is a very similar player to [Alex] Kerfoot 
with his ability to move around." 

Mitch Marner will be back with Matthews and Michael Bunting soon, but 
there is a job available on the second line with Tavares.  

"I feel like I can bring a little bit of everything," Jarnkrok said. "Whatever 
they need from me, I'm ready to do that."  

After bouncing between Nashville, Seattle and Calgary over the last two 
seasons, Jarnkrok signed a four-year deal with Toronto in the summer.  

"I didn't want to sign a short-term deal," he said. "I wanted to go to a 
place and stay there for a while. I feel like they have something good 
going on here and I wanted to be a part of it." 

Is Jarnkrok ready for the intense glare that comes from life in the centre 
of the hockey universe?  

"I guess I'm going to find out," he said. "I've been in a smaller market in 
Nashville and then Seattle, a new team, and then Calgary is a big market 
but coming here is a jump up from that. So, we'll see how it is ... It's great 
to play in a town like this. Everybody cares about the team and it's a little 
bit like back home. Hockey's kind of everything so it's a lot of fun." 

'I feel like they have something good going on here': Jarnkrok on decision 
to join Leafs 

After signing a four-year deal with Toronto in the off-season, Calle 
Jarnkrok explains what drew him to join the Leafs, jokes about what it's 
like to begin training camp with Auston Matthews as his centre, 
discusses how ready he is for the crazy hockey market in Toronto, and 
much more. 

 --- 

Adam Gaudette, another new face, skated alongside Tavares and 
Marner.  

"We want to give [him] a good opportunity with good players," Keefe 
explained. "We think he can really score. He is a worker. He is hard on 
the puck. We need some guys to come in and pop, if you will, not unlike 
the way Bunts did last year. We see Gaudette as a candidate who could 
do that." 

Gaudette arrived in Toronto about a month before the start of training 
camp. He has been working with the team's development staff, which he 
believes has made his skating more dynamic.  

"I have a little more confidence handing the puck through the neutral 
zone and holding onto pucks longer to create a little more space," he 
said. "Just using my speed and opening up lanes for other players on the 
ice." 

Gaudette, who signed a one-year contract worth $750,000 over the 
summer, played well at the 2022 World Championship producing six 
goals and two assists in 10 games with Team USA.  

"I feel like my game's improved significantly over the last year, year and a 
half or so, so I'm excited to show that," he said.  
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Gaudette produced five goals and nine assists in 58 games last season 
with Chicago and Ottawa.  

--- 

Zach Aston-Reese, who is at camp on a pro tryout, skated alongside 
David Kampf and Joey Anderson.  

"It's a good opportunity for me to showcase what I can bring," he said. 
"I'm a physical forward, who can play good defence. I'm hoping to add in 
a little more offence this year ... The coaches and staff have made it clear 
there are spots available." 

"He is a guy that we had an interest in as free agency got going and just 
ran out of money," Keefe revealed. "To have him still here and still 
competing in the mix is a good thing for us. He has come in with a very 
good attitude. He is a very smart and responsible player. He has played 
in the league a lot. He is coming from a good program with the years he 
spent in Pittsburgh." 

Aston-Reese played in Pittsburgh from 2017 to 2022. He led the 
Penguins with 187 hits in 52 games last season. That's 16.7 hits per 60 
minutes, which would've led the Leafs.  

"I had an older brother who beat up on me pretty good so that's always 
been a part of my game," Aston-Reese said with a grin.  

The native of Staten Island, N.Y., had a few tryout offers, but liked the fit 
in Toronto.  

"They care a lot about winning and they care a lot about development," 
he said. "It's a good opportunity to win the Cup and they have so many 
tools here to develop. I'm a little bit older, 28, but I still have a lot of room 
to grow." 

Aston-Reese on PTO with Leafs: 'Staff had made it clear that there are 
spots available' 

Zach Aston-Reese, who is attending Leafs training camp on a 
professional tryout, discusses what he liked about the opportunity in 
Toronto, what he plans to bring to the team in hopes of cracking the 
roster, and much more. 

 ---  

Veteran defenceman Jake Muzzin missed practice.  

"In the last little bit, he has had a little discomfort in his back," Keefe said. 
"I think we are going to evaluate him after a week or so and see how 
things settle." 

Muzzin sustained two concussions last season and was limited to 47 
games. Is the coach concerned?  

"I wouldn't say 'concern' especially considering it is nothing really that 
has been on the front burner in terms of monitoring for him." 

Muzzin will turn 34 in February.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Jarnkrok skates with Matthews; Muzzin out with back 
discomfort 

The Maple Leafs held their first official skate of training camp on 
Thursday. The team had two groups with two of the new faces getting 
time with the big lines. Calle Jarnkrok skated alongside Auston Matthews 
and Michael Bunting, while Adam Gaudette was on the wing beside John 
Tavares and Mitch Marner. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

 --- 

Justin Holl spoke to reporters for the first time since the Game 7 loss to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. The right-shot defenceman was whistled for an 
interference penalty on Lightning centre Anthony Cirelli during the 
second period of the elimination game, which wiped out a goal by 
Tavares. Referee Eric Furlatt ruled Holl set a pick to free up Tavares.  

"That was a tough call," Holl said. "I felt like we were both going on the 
same path. I actually tried to get out of the way and he kind of came into 
me or that's what I felt like. Maybe if that's not a goal it doesn't get called, 
but it was a bang-bang situation. Obviously, I didn't love it, but that's the 
way it is." 

Has he relived that play during the summer?   

"Yeah, but I don't think I would've done anything differently. Like I said, I 
tried to get out of the way. You just try and make the right decision at the 
right time and sometimes it doesn't go your way." 

--- 

Lines at Thursday's practice:  

GROUP 1 

Bunting - Matthews - Jarnkrok 

Robertson - Kerfoot - Aube-Kubel 

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Anderson 

Clifford - Minten - Simmonds 

Shaw, Gogolev 

Rielly - Brodie 

Benn - Mete 

Kokkonen - Villeneuve 

Hoefenmayer - Miller 

Samsonov 

Kallgren 

GROUP 2 

Gaudette - Tavares - Marner 

Malgin - Holmberg - Nylander 

McMann - SDA - Abruzzese 

Steeves - Douglas - Ellis  

Blandisi, Slaggert   

Giordano - Holl 

Dahlstrom - Kral 

Rifai - Hollowell 

Pietroniro - Hellickson 

Murray 

Ferguson 
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TSN.CA / Door open for Milano to make Flames 

 

Salim Valji 

 

This is not how Sonny Milano thought his free agency would go.  
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Coming off a career-high 34 point season with the Anaheim Ducks, the 
2014 first-round pick (Columbus) was surprisingly unsigned until mid-
September, when the reigning Pacific Division-champion Calgary Flames 
reached out with an opportunity. 

He signed a professional tryout agreement and is now at camp. 

 “Obviously I was hoping for a contract, but that’s where we are at right 
now,” Milano said on Thursday after the team’s first on-ice session. The 
winger is coming off a two-year, $3.4 million deal with the Ducks. 
“[Calgary] seemed happy about me coming and telling me there’s a spot 
open and I’ve just got to get it.” 

 The 26-year-old left wing was skating on a line with fellow newcomers 
Cody Eakin and Nazem Kadri. 

Eakin is a likely placeholder for Andrew Mangiapane, who tweaked 
something during informal skates and will not participate in the early part 
of training camp. At five-on-five with the Ducks last season, Milano was 
fifth with 24 points while playing mostly with Trevor Zegras and Rickard 
Rakell. 

“You just want to be yourself,” he said.  “Play your game and show your 
best and how you can help the team.” 

With four games in the opening seven nights of preseason, Milano will 
have to win over head coach Darryl Sutter in a hurry. 

“The kid will have an opportunity to take advantage of,” Sutter said. 

*** 

Fellow newcomer Jonathan Huberdeau is adjusting well to his life as the 
face of a Canadian franchise. The off-season addition from the Panthers 
sold his fleet of sports cars in Florida, bought a pickup truck, and on 
Thursday skated with Elias Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli.  

“Think they're two good players and I don't think I've ever played with two 
righties,” Huberdeau said. “It's cool to have that. We're going to build 
chemistry throughout the camp. I'm excited to play with these guys." 

Kadri got to know his new colleagues at a recent golfing trip in Banff.  

“Everyone’s having fun with each other, but getting down to business,” he 
said. “This time of year, you can feel the intensity build throughout 
practices. You know when you step out on the ice you’ve got to take care 
of business, first and foremost.” 

Like many Flames fans, Sutter has moved on from the departed stars 
Johnny Gaudreau, who left as a free agent, and Matthew Tkachuk, who 
told the team he would not re-sign long-term. Tkachuk was then dealt for 
Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, prospect Cole Schwindt, and a 
conditional first-round pick in 2025. 

“What's the big deal?” Sutter said. “Not like we broke up the band. One 
guy's unrestricted, the other guy was going to be unrestricted. It's the 
way it works. They had career years, that's what happens.” 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

Full lines from Day 1: 

Huberdeau-Lindholm-Toffoli 

Eakin-Kadri-Milano 

Dube-Backlund-Coleman 

Lucic-Rooney-Ritchie 

Pospisil-Ruzicka-Lewis 

Weegar-Tanev 

Hanifin-Andersson 

Zadorov-Meloche 

Valimaki-Stone 

Markstrom 

Vladar 

-One surprise early on is that highly touted prospect Jakob Pelletier is 
skating with AHLers, while Martin Pospisil is with the NHL group. Given 
the opportunity to crack the Flames’ top nine, it’s interesting that Pelletier 
isn’t skating with the roster players. Pospisil’s skillset as a heavier, more 
physical, energy player would be better suited to a fourth-line role. 
Blueliner Nicolas Meloche is with the main group as well, while Connor 
Mackey, who needs to clear waivers, is skating with AHLers. There could 
still be movement between the groups.  

-Both Chris Tanev and  Kadri are coming off injuries. Sutter hinted that, 
given the four preseason games in seven days to start camp, the 
veterans will likely not see game action early on. 

- Oliver Kylington is dealing with a family matter and remains away from 
camp. 
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