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Which NHL players could be traded in 2022-23? Picking one from all 32 teams 

Training camps are open, and rosters for the 2022-23 
season are being determined around the NHL. 

But we all know the rosters that open the regular season 
won’t be the same as the ones that head into the playoffs in 
April. Whether it’s Patrick Kane, John Klingberg or Phil 
Kessel, there will be game-changing trades before the 
league’s March 3 trade deadline. And it’s never too early to 
start thinking about who will be involved. 

To set the table, we asked the reporters who know the teams 
best for the most likely player from each team to be moved 
during the season. 

Here’s what they said: 

Anaheim Ducks 

John Klingberg: It sure seems set up that way. Klingberg 
settled for a one-year, $7 million contract after not getting the 
long-term deal he sought. The Ducks needed to fill a gap on 
defense but didn’t want a long commitment. They’re still in a 
rebuild, so to speak, with a new young core at the heart of it. 
With a productive season, Klingberg could fetch a nice return 
(a 2023 first-round pick, maybe?) from a contender in need 
of a top-four minutes muncher who can lift a sagging power 
play. What could ruin that? Anaheim being shockingly good 
and needing to keep him. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Shayne Gostisbehere: The temptation is to say Jakob 
Chychrun because Chychrun topped most trade boards all of 
last season. But he’s proved problematic to move because 
the asking price is high, while Gostisbehere is on an expiring 
contract, earning $4.5 million, and is coming off a season in 
which he scored 51 points in 82 games. Gostisbehere would 
make a fabulous rental at the deadline for any team in need 
of a power-play quarterback. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Craig Smith: Smith is 33. He is in the last season of his 
contract. He carries a $3.1 million average annual value. 
Meanwhile, the Bruins will have to be cap compliant once 
Matt Grzelcyk, Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy come off 
long-term injured reserve. Smith, who is unlikely to be 
extended, could be the odd man out. The Bruins have 
younger and less expensive in-house options at right wing, 
including Oskar Steen, Fabian Lysell, Marc McLaughlin and 
Chris Wagner. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Vinnie Hinostroza: Even if the Sabres improve, they could 
end up in a position to sell at the deadline. Victor Olofsson 
could have been a candidate for this list, but the two-year 
contract he just signed showed some commitment from the 
team. Hinostroza is back on a one-year deal after a 25-point 

season, but the 28-year-old’s role isn’t set in stone. There’s a 
chance he will lose ice time to Jack Quinn and J.J. Peterka, 
so he could become expendable whether the Sabres are 
contending for the playoffs or not. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Oliver Kylington: The Flames are in a position of strength 
when it comes to defensemen. Kylington, who has been a 
top-four D with Calgary, could easily start this coming year 
on the third pair. If the Flames are still in need of a top-six 
forward at the trade deadline, Kylington could be worth 
dangling to get it. While he just signed a two-year deal, a 
$2.5 million AAV contract might be a bit more palatable for 
other teams compared to Noah Hanifin’s $4.95 million AAV, 
which comes with a modified no-trade clause. Kylington is 
capable of playing either side on defense, but with players 
like Connor Mackey and Juuso Valimaki as possible 
alternatives, the Flames can afford to dip into their surplus if 
it means acquiring a valuable forward. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Ethan Bear: The restricted free agent Bear was given 
permission to talk to other teams this summer before 
ultimately signing a one-year extension with the Hurricanes. 
But before he becomes a restricted free agent next summer, 
it’s possible Carolina flips him to address another need if it 
feels its defense is stable enough as-is. Right now, the 
Canes would be selling low after Bear struggled post-
COVID-19. But if he rebounds, the team can better assess 
how to proceed. — Shayna Goldman 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Patrick Kane: Kane has full control of his fate. If he wants to 
be traded, there will be plenty of teams lined up for him at the 
deadline. He just has to give the Blackhawks the word 
because of his full no-movement clause. One league source 
thought it was even possible that Kane could be traded at the 
deadline to bring back some assets to the Blackhawks and 
then re-sign with them next offseason. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

Martin Kaut: Kaut could be a change-of-scenery candidate. 
He was the team’s 2018 first-round pick but has yet to take 
off at the NHL level, logging only three points in 20 career 
games. He likely doesn’t have huge value on the trade 
market, but he could be a sweetener in a deal for a player at 
the deadline. J.T. Compher could be another trade candidate 
if Colorado needs to clear cap space for a big contract. He’s 
a quality player and not someone the Avalanche will want to 
move. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Gustav Nyquist: If the Blue Jackets occupy a playoff spot at 
the trade deadline, they’d probably hang on to Nyquist, a 
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valuable and reliable veteran. But if they’re out of the 
postseason picture, Nyquist’s pending UFA status makes 
him an obvious trade chip. The key here is that Johnny 
Gaudreau’s offseason acquisition wasn’t the end of the Blue 
Jackets’ “restart” — just a big step along the way. Asset 
management remains paramount. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Anton Khudobin: Between young players who are part of the 
new core and older players who carry no-move clauses, the 
candidates are limited for the Stars. Khudobin is unlikely to 
make the NHL roster ahead of Jake Oettinger and Scott 
Wedgewood, but if he recovers from his hip injury and 
performs well in the AHL, he could be of interest to a team 
looking for a solid backup. Radek Faksa is another potential 
option, and Joe Pavelski may be a sleeper candidate if the 
Stars’ season spirals and he wants to waive his no-
movement clause to go chase a Cup elsewhere. But 
Khudobin has the most likely circumstances. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Olli Maatta: For the first time in a long time, there’s not a 
great answer to this question in Detroit, as the Red Wings 
finally appear to be looking more toward competing for the 
playoffs than rebuilding. It’s possible Tyler Bertuzzi could fit 
here if he and the Red Wings can’t agree to a contract 
extension, but if they do, then it gets pretty tough to find the 
answer on a team that wants to start playing meaningful 
games past the trade deadline. I picked Maatta because he’s 
on a one-year deal and the kind of shutdown defender 
contenders would surely value for a playoff run, but it’s kind 
of refreshing to not have an obvious name here. — Max 
Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Jesse Puljujarvi: Tyson Barrie and Warren Foegele are 
candidates here, too, but it’s Puljujarvi’s name that comes up 
the most in the rumor mill. The Oilers explored trading him in 
the offseason but weren’t willing to sell low or deal him for 
draft picks. They are in cap hell, so they’d be more agreeable 
to moving him for a less expensive player who can help them 
win now. The Finnish winger has a $3 million cap hit, will be 
an RFA with arbitration rights after this season and is UFA-
eligible in 2024. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Patric Hornqvist: Imagine asking this ahead of the offseason. 
“Uh, sure, the Panthers are gonna send out Jonathan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar. Together. For one 
player.” For better or worse, there are no more big-money 
extensions on Bill Zito’s to-do list. Thus, Sergei Bobrovsky 
would seem to be safe. If the Panthers need to make a deal, 
it’ll be to clear space for deadline adds. Maybe Hornqvist, 
along with a sweetener, is the guy; he’s on an expiring $5.3 
million AAV deal. I wouldn’t expect much, though. 
Contenders don’t sell, and only two other roster players are 
pending UFAs. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Sean Walker: It is a crowded blue line, and eventually 
someone will have to be the odd man out. The Kings might 
be able to keep the band together through 2022-23, but 

they’re stacked on the right side and also have Jordan 
Spence knocking on the door for full-time duty. And talented 
first-round pick Brandt Clarke might be knocking next 
season. It helps Walker that he can play the left side as well. 
If the 27-year-old is sound and responds well after getting his 
ACL and MCL fixed, he can be attractive to someone that 
can use a bit of offense from the back end and has an 
additional year left on a $2.65 million AAV contract. — Eric 
Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Matt Dumba: For the umpteenth straight season, Dumba 
lands on this list for the Wild. One of these days we figure 
we’ll be correct. Dumba, who has survived two expansion 
drafts and years of trade chatter, is entering the last year of 
his contract, and the Wild have dead cap hit charges the next 
two years of $14.7 million. Even if Dumba was willing to take 
a significant pay cut from his current $6 million salary to stay, 
the Wild are filled with blue-line prospects (Calen Addison, 
Brock Faber, Carson Lambos, Daemon Hunt, Ryan 
O’Rourke and Jack Peart, among others). If they re-sign 
Dumba, they block a defenseman out. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Evgeni Dadonov: Nobody expects the Canadiens to make 
the playoffs, including management, and the trade deadline 
will definitely bring fireworks. Half a dozen players could be 
on the move. But Dadonov, who will be almost 34 at the 
deadline, is probably the UFA who makes the least sense to 
retain on a rebuilding team. We expect Montreal to 
showcase him, pump up his value and probably retain half of 
his $5 million contract in order to maximize the return. — 
Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Eeli Tolvanen: The Preds improved in the offseason, kept 
Filip Forsberg and don’t — on paper — project to be sellers 
at the deadline. But either way, selling or buying, Tolvanen 
and defenseman Dante Fabbro are young players who have 
been underwhelming in Nashville and may be attractive 
throw-ins for teams that believe they can get more out of one 
or both. Both may be looking at reduced roles for the Preds 
this season. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Damon Severson: Severson did say around the deadline last 
season that he wants to extend in New Jersey, but after the 
John Marino trade it’s worth questioning whether that’s 
what’s best for the Devils. As valuable as he is, a long-term 
deal creates a logjam on the right side that may block 
incoming players. Second overall pick Simon Nemec is a 
righty, for example. So depending on how the season 
progresses, it could be in their interest to flip him around the 
deadline to address other needs. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Anthony Beauvillier: This was a difficult exercise, in that the 
Islanders’ season could go any number of directions, but if 
they are seeking to add another forward at some point after 
failing to do so in the offseason, Beauvillier could be the guy 
who gets dangled as a young winger that still has some 
upside. At the same time, it’s tough to gauge Beauvillier’s 
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value coming off of a disappointing 2021-22 campaign. — 
Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Kaapo Kakko: Last season’s Rangers added major pieces at 
the trade deadline without giving up any roster players. That 
won’t be the case this season since they’re already within $1 
million of the salary cap. If they want to add, someone will 
have to go. Kakko hasn’t broken out yet in three NHL 
seasons. If there’s a way to upgrade for a postseason run, 
he seems the most likely to go to make roster and cap room. 
— Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Nikita Zaitsev: The days of the Senators having obvious 
trade candidates on the roster appear to be a thing of the 
past. When scouring the current roster, there isn’t one player 
who stands out. So as a default, Nikita Zaitsev might be the 
most likely candidate to be shipped out. Considering Zaitsev 
carries a $4.5 million cap hit in each of the next two seasons, 
it’s going to be hard to move his salary. But quite frankly, 
there aren’t any other viable options to move. Perhaps if 
contract negotiations with either Artem Zub or Alex DeBrincat 
go off the rails, they would become likely candidates. But it 
feels like we’re a long way from that, which makes Zaitsev 
the more viable option at this juncture. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

James van Riemsdyk: He’s on an expiring contract, and the 
Flyers are unlikely to be making a playoff push come the 
trade deadline, especially if the recent reports surrounding 
Sean Couturier’s injury status prove accurate. Yes, it’s true 
that the Flyers didn’t have any takers for van Riemsdyk’s $7 
million cap hit this summer. But as the deadline nears, 
contenders will have far more space banked to fit him in, and 
the Flyers will be able to help by retaining salary. My guess 
is that unless van Riemsdyk completely falls off a cliff in his 
age-33 season, there will be at least a few teams looking for 
some goal-scoring pop and PP help in a depth role entering 
the playoff run. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Pierre-Olivier Joseph: A young and offensively gifted 
defenseman, Joseph comes with some short-term cost 
control and doesn’t appear to have the edge to his game that 
management wants. He has upside and could be part of a 
package to upgrade elsewhere — especially if he puts up 
points early on the season. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Nick Bonino: A spicy answer would be Timo Meier, if contract 
talks don’t go anywhere before the deadline, but it’s more 
likely that the pending UFAs will be on the move if a fourth 
straight season without a playoff berth looms. James Reimer 
might be a slightly bigger name, but the goalie market can be 
fickle. Bonino can play center, is defensively responsible with 
some goal-scoring ability and has postseason bona fides on 
his resume. All of that should make him a desired addition for 
a contender. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Joonas Donskoi: If the Kraken aren’t in the playoff picture 
come the trade deadline, management probably moves out 
any pending UFAs who are unlikely to be extended. Playoff 
teams often look for inexpensive depth, and that’s where 
Donskoi fits in. The 30-year-old is coming off a very unlucky 
year, during which he scored only two goals and was 
expected to be closer to 10. As long as he bounces back a 
bit, a team may want him in a supporting role for a 
postseason push. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Klim Kostin: It’s easy to say Vladimir Tarasenko, but if the 
Blues are in the hunt at the trade deadline, he’ll stick around. 
Same with pending UFA Ivan Barbashev. I would’ve said 
Marco Scandella, but he’s out six months (hip surgery). 
There’s been speculation about moving Torey Krug, but that 
seems far-fetched. So while this isn’t a big name, Kostin 
seems to make sense. A first-round draft pick in 2017, he’s 
played in just 46 NHL games. They wouldn’t get much for 
him, but something is better than nothing if he doesn’t have a 
future in St. Louis. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Cal Foote: The Lightning plan on making another Cup run, 
so they are unlikely to trade someone from their current core. 
But if they decide to bolster their group at the trade deadline, 
they could use defenseman Foote as a trade chip. The 
former first-rounder made big strides last season and will get 
a chance to be a regular. With Philippe Myers in the fold and 
Zach Bogosian returning in a few months, do they deal the 
23-year-old pending RFA? If Tampa Bay somehow falls out 
of contention, it could also try to move pending UFA Alex 
Killorn at the deadline. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Justin Holl: The Leafs open training camp with a couple of 
players injured (Pierre Engvall and Timothy Liljegren) so a 
deal isn’t imminent. They’ll need as many NHLers on hand 
as possible to start. Assuming the stalemate with Rasmus 
Sandin resolves and everyone gets healthy, though, the 
Leafs will have a defenseman making a significant salary in 
their seventh D role and an extremely tight cap situation. Holl 
is valued by the organization, but he has been on the trade 
block in the past. Subtracting his $2 million contract would 
ease the cap pain and allow the Leafs to make an addition 
elsewhere in the lineup before the deadline. — James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks 

Michael DiPietro: DiPietro has been leapfrogged by Arturs 
Silovs as the Canucks’ top goalie prospect. DiPietro’s 
development has stalled — some of which was caused by 
his lack of playing time in 2020-21 — and the club also 
acquired a veteran No. 3 in Collin Delia. The Athletic’s Rick 
Dhaliwal reported earlier this summer that DiPietro’s agent 
has permission to speak with other teams to help facilitate a 
move. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Phil Kessel: I honestly don’t believe any players are all that 
likely to be traded this season for Vegas, but if I had to pick 
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one it would be Kessel. He’s the only skater on the main 
roster set to become a free agent next summer. The club 
only just signed him to a one-year deal in August, but if 
things don’t go the Golden Knights’ way over the first half of 
the season, I could see them moving him to a contender in 
an attempt to restock the draft pick cupboard a bit. — Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Lars Eller: Let me begin with this: As I look at the Caps’ 
expectations and roster, I don’t say to myself, “That guy is in 
trouble.” A part of me, though, wonders if general manager 
Brian MacLellan would be inclined to move a center if, say, a 
prospect like Connor McMichael, Aliasei Protas or Hendrix 
Lapierre were to prove he’s ready for a top-nine role. I also 
wonder what happens if Nicklas Backstrom returns from hip 
surgery sooner/better than expected. If either of those 
scenarios were to play out, that could make a guy like Eller 

expendable. Eller, 33, is in the last season of a five-year 
contract that averages $3.5 million. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Brenden Dillon: There’s no obvious trade deadline rental on 
the way out like Andrew Copp was last season. This means 
the biggest moves Winnipeg could make would be about 
addressing the long-term future of the club — whether it’s the 
logjam on defense or one of the 2024 UFAs to be, like Blake 
Wheeler, Mark Scheifele and (presumably) Pierre-Luc 
Dubois. There is also the chance that a prospect 
defenseman like Ville Heinola is moved to make room. Most 
likely to move, though? Odds still have to favor a 
defenseman here. It could be Dylan DeMelo, or an 
unexpected stunner, but I’ll say Dillon. He should draw ample 
interest. — Murat Ates 
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Second Act: de Haan, Dzingel Hoping To Earn Another Shot With Canes 

Veterans eager to show that they can contribute in Raleigh 
once again 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - They say the hockey world is a small one. 

Sometimes that means players having skated together 
before in juniors or the minors, coaches having worked 
together during a prior stop, but in the case of Ryan Dzingel 
and Calvin de Haan, it's returning to a team that they'd 
previously played for. 

Whether they could have predicted a potential return after 
their departures from the team the first time - de Haan 
following the 2018-19 season, Dzingel after being traded in 
February of 2021 - or not, each has their own viewpoint on 
how their reunion with the Hurricanes came to be and what 
they hope to get out of it. 

For de Haan, nothing is certain. Coming to camp on a 
professional tryout (PTO), the now 31-year-old defenseman 
is attempting to prove that not only he can still play, but play 
for a contending team. 

"I'm just trying my best to stay relevant. It was a frustrating 
summer because lots of teams are over the cap," he began 
after initially admitting that he did think he'd have a 
guaranteed contract somewhere in the league by now. When 
it came time to accept a PTO, he wasn't going to jump 
aboard with anyone. "A big thing for me is trying to get back 
into the playoffs... This team's been competitive since I was 
here and ever since then they've been a juggernaut in the 
NHL. I think they're close to getting to that next step and I 
think I can help. I hope there's a spot for me and I'd love to 
play here again." 

Although he had positive things to say about the personnel 
and the organization, de Haan's desire to play for a winning 
team again comes following three "underachieving" seasons 
with the Chicago Blackhawks. And while some were 
surprised to see him make his way back to North Carolina, 
he's grown past how he initially felt upon his exit from the 
organization in 2019. 

"I was sour for a little bit, especially after playing what I 
played through in the playoffs. I thought I was a big part of 
that run, but it is what it is. It's a business and I really have 
started to understand that as I'm getting older," de Haan 
spoke of the situation. "I want to help this team get to the 
next level and I hope they want me." 

As for Dzingel, his return comes with a bit more stability and 
following a wild sequence of events. 

Inking a two-way contract in late July, the forward comes 
back after being dealt mid-season to Ottawa two years ago. 
Despite being moved amid the COVID-shortened campaign, 
there's no hard feelings from him, but rather an appreciation 
to be given another shot. 

"The last two or three years haven't gone the way I wanted 
to. I mean, I can't stay healthy on the ice. I think I've played 
20 games in the last two years, so you don't get many 
opportunities [when that happens]," he shared bluntly. 

"It was a blessing that [the Canes] gave me another chance 
to try because I really haven't earned one over the last 
couple years. I haven't been healthy enough. So it's a 
chance for me to come here and steal a job and if not, 
Chicago is my hometown so I can work on my craft, get back 
on the ice there and try to get back to the NHL." 

Honest and forthcoming about his injury problems, Dzingel 
wasn't ready to let his struggles force him to call it quits on 
the game though. 

"I'm only 30 years old. I have a lot of good games left in me. 
I've had a couple surgeries and I feel healthy for the first time 
in a long time," he continued. "I don't want to give it up just 
yet." 

Quick to point out that his injuries are not excuses, the 
winger disclosed that one of the surgeries he was alluding to 
was on his wrist. For the past few seasons he'd thought he 
was playing with a routine case of tendonitis, when in 
actuality, he had two tears in it. 

But just when he thought he was in the clear after his 
medical procedures, he had one final obstacle to overcome 
this summer. Visiting his wife's family in Virginia, Dzingel was 
awoken during the middle of a night with to a massive 
surprise. 

"I was looking at my options - Russia, Switzerland, PTOs - 
and I was praying about it. I needed a sign. I woke up four 
hours later and had a huge spider bite. My elbow was the 
size of a watermelon." 

Rushed to the emergency room and eventually shifted to the 
care of the Washington Capitals doctors, the medical 
personnel was having trouble putting their thumb on what 
exactly had transpired. Then, everything changed and he got 
what he considers the pivotal moment. 

"One day it just went back to normal, the fluid left. Then 
[Canes Strength & Conditioning Coach Bill Burniston] calls 
me and asks if I wanted to play for a job here... So I called 
Roddy, [Justin Williams] and Tom [Dundon] and it all worked 
out.
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NHL Top Players: Nos. 30-21 

NHL Network reveals best of current crop 

By David Satriano  

NHL Network is getting ready for this season by ranking the 
top 50 players in the League. Researchers, producers and 
on-air personalities compiled the list, and players 30-21 were 
revealed Sunday in the seventh of a nine-part series. Here is 
the list: 

30. Kyle Connor, F, Winnipeg Jets 

Since the 2017-18 season, five NHL players have more 
goals than Connor (176). He set career highs in goals (47), 
assists (46) and points (93) last season, averaging 21:47 of 
ice time in 79 games. The 25-year-old left wing had 28 
power-play points and tied for seventh in the NHL with three 
shorthanded goals. Connor was voted the Lady Byng Trophy 
last season, for sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct and 
ability; he was assessed two minor penalties all season. 

"He's been the (Jets) most consistent offensive producer," 
NHL Network analyst Ken Daneyko said. "He's a goal-
scoring machine. ... The speed, the wicked shot with 
accuracy. He's a dynamic player and when the puck is on his 
stick, he makes things happen. Certainly Kyle Connor has 
been underrated over the years." 

29. Mika Zibanejad, C, New York Rangers 

Zibanejad had NHL career highs in assists (52), points (81), 
power-play points (28) and plus/minus rating (plus-30) in 81 
games last season. The 29-year-old also led Rangers 
forwards in average ice time per game (19:38), including 
2:59 on the power play and 1:50 while shorthanded. A 
seven-time 20-goal scorer, Zibanejad had 24 points (10 
goals, 14 assists) in 20 Stanley Cup Playoff games to help 
New York advance to the Eastern Conference Final. 

"He's kind of taken more responsibility, put it on his shoulder. 
He's become a real leader of that team," Daneyko said. "... 
He's a dynamic player, he's got a wicked one-timer when he 
sets up on the power play on the left side with that right-
handed blast. ... I just like his progression over the last three 
years." 

28. Matthew Tkachuk, F, Florida Panthers 

Tkachuk, who was traded from the Calgary Flames on July 
22, had an NHL career-high 104 points (42 goals, 62 assists) 
in 82 games last season and was third in the NHL with a 
plus-57 rating. The 24-year-old left wing led Calgary with 12 
power-play goals and 29 power-play points. Tkachuk's 62 

assists, 104 points, 75 even-strength points and 26 
multipoint games each ranked second on the Flames. 

"He can change a game whether it's offensively ... but he can 
also change a game by just drawing a penalty," Daneyko 
said. "... It's all about what [the Panthers] can do come 
playoff time and they feel they are a better team with 
Matthew Tkachuk in the lineup. ... He's that old-school, 
highly-skilled power forward that will just do whatever it takes 
to win." 

27. Charlie McAvoy, D, Boston Bruins 

McAvoy led the Bruins in average ice time per game (24:38) 
last season, a total that has increased each of the past four 
seasons. His plus-31 rating led Boston and his 56 points (10 
goals, 46 assists) in 78 games led Bruins defensemen. The 
24-year-old also topped Bruins defensemen in power-play 
points (21), game-winning goals (five) and blocked shots 
(130) and was second in hits (155). His 57.7 percent SAT 
percentage was fourth among Boston skaters to play at least 
15 games. He is expected to be out until December after 
having surgery on his left shoulder June 3. 

"Charlie McAvoy has developed, for me anyway, into one of 
the best defenseman in the National Hockey League, all 
around defenseman," Daneyko said. "He might not have as 
many points as some of the upper-echelon defenseman in 
the National Hockey League, but just everything he brings." 

26. David Pastrnak, F, Boston Bruins 

Pastrnak scored 40 goals last season, the second time in 
three seasons he has scored at least that many, and the 
sixth straight season he scored at least 20 goals. The 26-
year-old right wing led the Bruins in power-play goals (15), 
game-winning goals (nine), and shots on goal (312). He was 
second on the Bruins in points (77) and averaged 18:36 of 
ice time in 72 games. Pastrnak's 215 goals in the NHL since 
2016-17 rank fifth. 

"He plays the game with heart and passion," Daneyko said. 
"He's just a prolific goal-scorer who can really shoot the 
puck. Great set of hands in tight. ... There's not much you 
can't love about him." 

25. Sebastian Aho, C, Carolina Hurricanes 

Aho led the Hurricanes in goals (37), assists (44), points 
(81), power-play goals (13) and game-winning goals (nine) in 
79 games last season. The 25-year-old, who also led 
Carolina forwards in average ice time per game (18:57), has 
287 points (129 goals, 158 assists) in 285 games the past 
four seasons. 
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"Great skating ability, vision. Just can do everything well," 
Daneyko said. "He's just that well-rounded player but he can 
go end-to-end with the best of them in the National Hockey 
League. Just that guy that is very dynamic. A real go-to guy 
for the Carolina Hurricanes." 

24. Patrick Kane, F, Chicago Blackhawks 

Kane, who was named one of the 100 Greatest NHL Players 
in 2017, led the Blackhawks in points for the seventh straight 
time last season, when he had 92 points (26 goals, 66 
assists), and averaged 21:49 of ice time in 78 games. Few 
players have been more dominant during the past decade as 
the 33-year-old right wing; he's scored at least 20 goals 14 
times and at least 30 five times. A three-time Stanley Cup 
winner (2010, 2013, 2015), Kane leads the NHL in assists 
since entering the League in 2007-08 (750), is third in points 
(1,180) and fourth in goals (430). 
 
"Ninety-plus points prove that he is not getting long in the 
tooth just yet," Daneyko said. "He still has four, five really 
good years left in him and any team in the National Hockey 
League that is a contender would love to add a Patrick Kane 
if that is at all possible." 

\23. Brad Marchand, F, Boston Bruins 

The 34-year-old left wing led the Bruins with 80 points (32 
goals, 48 assists) and 97 penalty minutes in 70 games last 
season. He had 25 multipoint games, 27 power-play points, 
six game-winning goals and a plus-16 rating. Of his 19:15 of 
ice time per game, which led Boston forwards, he played 
3:24 on the power play and 1:38 shorthanded, scoring two 
shorthanded goals. Marchand ranks second in the NHL in 
goals since the 2013-14 season with 284, trailing Alex 
Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals (409). He is expected 
to be out until November after having hip surgery May 27. 

"He continues to be one of the elite forwards in the National 
Hockey League. A super pest," Daneyko said. "Nobody gets 
under the skin of the opponents like Brad Marchand. ... he 
changes games. ... He is such a key cog for the Boston 
Bruins." 

22. Patrice Bergeron, C, Boston Bruins 

Bergeron has been one of the best at his position for the past 
decade, winning the Selke Trophy as the best defensive 
forward last season for an NHL-record fifth time. The 37-
year-old led the NHL in face-off wins (991), face-off winning 
percentage (61.9 percent; minimum 500 attempts), and SAT 
percentage (minimum 25 games), with Boston taking 65.1 
percent of all shot attempts when he was on the ice at 5-on-
5, the highest percentage of any player since the statistic 
was first recorded in 2009-10. Bergeron also was third on the 
Bruins with 65 points (25 goals, 40 assists) in 73 games. 

"As good as it gets as far as a player that wins a big face-off, 
shuts down top players, kills penalties and yeah, puts up 
some pretty darn good numbers offensively as well," 
Daneyko said. "... I don't think there's been anybody all-
around in the last 20 years as good as Patrice Bergeron has 
been for the Boston Bruins." 

21. Artemi Panarin, F, New York Rangers 

Panarin led the Rangers with 96 points (22 goals, 74 assists) 
in 75 games last season, his third with New York. He was 
second among Rangers forwards in average ice time per 
game (19:13) and first in power-play points (37). The 30-
year-old left wing has 249 points (71 goals, 178 assists) in 
186 games with the Rangers, ranking fifth in the NHL during 
that span, and his plus-71 rating is second among forwards 
behind Bergeron(plus-76). Panarin has 569 points (187 
goals, 382 assists) in 508 regular-season games and has 
averaged more than 1.00 points per game in each of his past 
five seasons. He ranks third in the NHL in assists (382) since 
entering the League in 2015-16. 

"Wizard with the puck. ... He's one of the more dynamic 
players in the League, he draws defenders to him," Daneyko 
said. "The element of deception, he's as good as anyone in 
the National Hockey League ... It's really hard to defend 
Artemi Panarin. He is a very special player offensively." 
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Canes offseason roundup: Burns’ arrival ignites urgency in Carolina’s title push  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The 2021-22 playoffs saw the Carolina Hurricanes struggle 
to translate their first Metro division title into postseason 
success. Injuries in net and an out-of-form defense played 
major roles in the Canes’ postseason disappointment, so 
let’s look at how general manager Don Waddell shored up 
the defense this summer. 

Are you experienced? 

The Canes’ offseason moves emphasized acquiring veteran 
players with playoff experience, so it’s no surprise that 
Carolina pushed so hard to bring in defenseman Brent Burns 
from the San Jose Sharks. 

Burns comes to Raleigh with 94 postseason appearances 
going back to 2006-07 with the Minnesota Wild, but the 18-
year veteran draws the bulk of his playoff showings from his 
time in San Jose. Burns’ 83 playoff games with the Sharks 
included a 2015-16 trip to the Stanley Cup Finals which 
ended with the Pittsburgh Penguins hoisting Lord Stanley’s 
Cup. 

Even though Burns carries a lot of mileage with 1,342 career 
games between the regular season and postseason, make 
no mistake: he can still play at a high level. At 36 years old, 
Burns played all 82 games for the Sharks last season while 
racking up 10 goals and 44 assists. Burns also finished 
second in voting for the Norris Trophy, awarded to the 
league’s top defenseman, not too long ago in 2018-19. 

Of course, trading for an elite defenseman like Burns doesn’t 
come cheap. While the Hurricanes also scooped up center 
Lane Pederson in the deal, Carolina gave up center Steven 
Lorentz, goaltender Eetu Mäkiniemi and a conditional third-
round pick in the 2023 draft. 

Shipping Lorentz to the Sharks took a bite out of the Canes’ 
forward depth, Mäkiniemi’s departure carries a similar impact 
for Carolina’s goalies. The 23-year-old Finn notched 14 
games in the AHL with the Chicago Wolves, going 11-2-1 
with a .922 save percentage and a 2.06 goals against 
average. 

For a Hurricanes organization thoroughly locked into “win 
now” mode, giving up Mäkiniemi was a necessary cost to 
acquire Burns. Carolina isn’t exactly hurting for netminding 
talent with the likes of Freddie Andersen, Antti Raanta and 
Pyotr Kochetkov around either. 

While Burns was the main defensive prize of the offseason 
for the Canes, the wheeling and dealing didn’t stop there. As 
part of a trade to bring left wing Max Pacioretty to Raleigh, 
Waddell also swiped up defenseman Dylan Coghlan from the 
Vegas Golden Knights, all in exchange for “future 
considerations.” 

Coghlan and Burns stand at opposite stages of their career. 
While Burns is a 37-year-old veteran with over 1,300 games 
of experience, Coghlan will enter his third NHL season in 
Raleigh with just 88 career games over two seasons in 
Vegas. 

What he lacks in experience, Coghlan makes up for in youth. 
The 24-year-old will look to use his speed and agility to 
secure himself a spot in the Canes’ third defensive pairing, 
perhaps with Ethan Bear or fellow offseason acquisition 
Calvin de Haan. 

Finally, the Canes parted ways with defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo during the 2022 NHL draft, trading him to the 
Philadelphia Flyers. In exchange for DeAngelo, Carolina 
acquired a fourth-round pick which it used to select Swedish 
defenseman Simon Forsmark, a conditional third-rounder in 
2023 and a second-rounder in 2024. 

While DeAngelo led all Canes defenseman in points last 
season and served as a stellar piece on the power play, his 
defending left a lot to be desired in the last several weeks of 
the regular season and in the playoffs. For a Hurricanes 
squad in need of consistently solid defense to make a run at 
the Stanley Cup, dealing DeAngelo for picks rather than 
letting him walk in free agency was the right move. 

Cole and Smith moving on 

While Burns’ arrival brings a ton of hype to a reloaded group 
of Canes defensemen, a few blue-liners and goalies 
changed sweaters over the summer as well. Defensemen 
Ian Cole and Brendan Smith were the most notable free 
agent departures from Carolina, signing with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and New Jersey Devils, respectively. 

2021-22 was Cole’s only season in Raleigh, but he made his 
time count with stout defense. Although Cole put up solid 
offensive numbers with 19 points over 75 regular season 
games, his main asset in Carolina was his ability to provide 
hard-nosed defense on essentially any pairing. 

Cole’s ice time split fairly evenly between pairings with elite 
defensemen like Jaccob Slavin and on second- or third-line 
pairings with Smith or Bear. In either case, Cole meshed well 
with his teammates. Now the 12-year veteran will apply his 
skills with the Lightning on a one-year, $3 million deal. 

Brendan Smith is more or less cut from the same cloth as 
Cole, showing a lot of grit and tenacity every time he hit the 
ice during his only year on the Hurricanes. While not as 
offensively prolific as Cole, one of the biggest highlights from 
his time as a Cane came in game two of the Eastern 
Conference Semis against the New York Rangers when 
Smith teamed up with center Sebastian Aho to bury a short-
handed goal. 
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Still, Smith's calling card is his defensive toughness. 
However, a Feb. 20 matchup against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins tested that mentality. Smith took a puck to the 
helmet while trying to block a shot. Despite fracturing the 
mastoid bone near his left ear, Smith was back in action less 
than a month later. Now the 33-year-old Smith will look to 
contribute for a rebuilding New Jersey Devils franchise while 
on a two-year, $1.1 million contract. 

Defenseman Joey Keane elected to hone his craft overseas 
by signing a one-year deal with Spartak Moscow of the KHL 
in Russia. On the goaltending front, Alex Lyon and Jack 
LaFontaine both left town during the offseason. Lyon 
converted his 1-0-1 record with the Hurricanes into a one-
year, two-way contract with the Florida Panthers while 
LaFontaine signed a one-year deal with the AHL’s Syracuse 
Crunch. 

Honka heads across the pond 

Not content with just letting Cole, Smith and company walk, 
the Hurricanes were active in the free agent market as well. 
While many of the headline-grabbing moves came from 
forwards, the Canes also bulked up on defense. 

“New arrival” would be a misnomer for defenseman Anttoni 
Honka, who signed a three-year entry-level contract with the 
Hurricanes. Carolina selected Honka with the 83rd overall 
pick in the 2019 draft, and now the 21-year-old Finn is 
making the switch from the Finnish Liiga to North America. 
Though he stands at just 5-foot-10, 179 pounds, Honka’s 
ability to move the puck with speed and efficiency shows 
potential for him to produce in the NHL. 

Defenseman William Lagesson constitutes the other 
defenseman arriving in Raleigh. The 26-year-old Swede has 

60 career NHL appearances to his name, mostly with the 
Edmonton Oilers. Lagesson was dealt to the Montreal 
Canadiens on March 21 and made three appearances with 
the Habs before the end of the 2021-22 season. 

Finally, goaltender Zach Sawchenko enters the fray on a 
one-year, two-way deal. Coming off three starts and seven 
total appearances with the San Jose Sharks in 2021-22, 
Sawchenko will likely spend the bulk of his time in the minors 
with the aforementioned surplus of quality netminders 
anchoring the main squad, but he does add more depth to 
the ever-important goalie position. 

Bear looks for rebound, LaJoie continues to develop 

Although Cole and Smith are now gone, Bear and 
defenseman Maxime LaJoie return to Raleigh for another 
round. LaJoie returns as yet another one-year, two-way deal 
on the Canes’ payroll. A mainstay on the Chicago Wolves in 
2021-22 with 33 points in 60 games, the 24-year-old French 
Canadian will most likely continue to develop in the AHL with 
so much talent coming in the Canes’ crop of blue liners. 

Bear, for his part, enters the 2022-23 season looking for a 
bounce-back year. The 25-year-old Canadian logged 14 
points in 58 games for the Hurricanes last season, both 
underwhelming totals for a promising player. 

Bear put up nearly half of those points in his first 16 games, 
notching one goal and five assists, but his season got 
sidetracked when he tested positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 
22. While he only missed a couple of weeks and returned to 
action on Dec. 4, Bear seemed to lose his groove for the rest 
of the year. Canes fans will hope that with a full offseason of 
rest, Bear will return to form this season. 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3619690/2022/09/24/nhl-trade-candidates-2022-23/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/second-act-de-haan-dzingel-hoping-to-earn-another-shot-with-canes/c-335711456 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-current-players-ranked-30-to-21/c-335673606 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-offseason-roundup-burns-arrival-ignites-urgency-in-carolina-s-title-push/article_e7bb7fe8-3d45-
11ed-b070-ef800d457ee0.html 
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Panthers’ Bobrovsky on Year 2 of competition with Knight: ‘The team will 
win from it’ 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 7:00 AM 

 

Sergei Bobrovsky always tries to keep his eyes forward and focused on 
whatever comes next. He takes a narrow view to playing goaltender in 
the NHL — not as focused on big-picture concerns as he is the next 
game or shot — yet even he couldn’t hide his feelings about a potential 
competition with Spencer Knight last year. 

He said last year he “wasn’t happy” with the Florida Panthers’ decision to 
bench him in the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs and, to his credit, he 
responded in the 2021-22 NHL season by seizing full control of the 
starting job and returning to something close to All-Star form. 

“It’s a new season, it’s a new life,” the star goalie said Wednesday, on 
the eve of training camp. “Everything starts from zero.” 

Still, the competition isn’t totally gone. As long as he’s healthy, Bobrovsky 
will almost certainly begin the season in net, but Knight is a fledgling star, 
too, and his .921 save percentage after he returned from a midseason 
stint with AHL Charlotte in March would’ve ranked fifth in the league 
across the full year. 

In some capacity, the two goaltenders will share the Panthers’ net this 
year and Florida will have a chance to show off both parts of its 
potentially dynamic two-headed monster Monday when it opens the 
preseason with a doubleheader against the Nashville Predators at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Game 1 will start at 4 p.m. with Game 2 scheduled for 8 p.m. and the 
Panthers could give both goalies a chance to start against the Predators 
in Nashville to kick off the 2022-23 NHL season, showcasing a potential 
underrated strength for the upcoming season. 

“The goalie situation is, first of all, helping the team,” Bobrovsky said. 
“When you have that kind of situation where it’s a little bit of competition 
with the young guy and veteran guy, the team will win from it, for sure, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

Even if it was just coincidence, the competition seemed to reinvigorate 
Bobrovsky last year. After posting save percentages of .900 and .906 in 
his first two seasons in Florida, Bobrovsky led the NHL in wins last year 
with a .913 save percentage and 2.67 goals against average. 

It was a different sort of challenge for Bobrovsky, who twice won the 
Vezina Trophy as the best goaltender in the league with the Columbus 
Blue Jackets and then signed a seven-year, $70 million contract with the 
Panthers in 2019. 

Even though backups frequently pushed Bobrovsky throughout those first 
two rocky seasons, there was never a real threat he might lose his job 
because of how much Florida invested in him, but the Panthers invested 
plenty in Knight, too, when they took him in the first round of the 2019 
NHL Entry Draft. Bobrovsky had to play well to fend off the looming threat 
of Knight’s takeover, especially after his stellar performance as a 20-
year-old in the 2021 Cup playoffs. 

“It’s different challenges. It’s always fun to have,” Bobrovsky said. “They 
always say the NHL season will bring its challenges always. You can’t go 
into the season and feel comfortable, you have to be empty and have to 
approach one day at a time. You don’t know where it comes from, so you 
just have to be focused, have to be ready and act accordingly when the 
challenge comes up.” 

At some point, Knight will get his chance to be the main option. 

For now, Bobrovsky is doing all he can to keep the future on hold. 

“He’s a good goalie. He’s a talented guy,” Bobrovsky said. “In the NHL, 
you have to compete for your job every day. There’s no sweet spot 
where you can feel comfortable. … There’s always somebody that wants 
to take your job.” 

Miami Herald LOADED: 09.26.2022 

1253014 Florida Panthers 

 

Eric & Marc Staal Together Again with Florida Panthers 

 

Colby Guy 

25/09/2022 

 

CORAL SPRINGS —The Staal family was finishing up a round of golf at 
the famed Pebble Beach golf club when Marc’s phone rang. The Florida 
Panthers were calling. 

The brothers were taking advantage of a trip gifted to Jordan by his 
Carolina Hurricanes teammates to commemorate his 1,000th NHL game 
when the phone rang. 

It was not for Jordan. 

Marc and Eric Staal were free agents at the time and Florida general 
manager Bill Zito was looking to bring them both to Sunrise. 

“The four brothers were all together, we just finished a round of golf and 
this all sort of came about,” Marc Staal said. 

“Pretty cool day, pretty cool memory.” 

Marc was coming off of a tenure with mixed results with the rebuilding 
Detroit Red Wings. He left on a high note with individual success 
defensively and got a quick call from Zito when free agency opened in 
July. 
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He agreed to a one-year deal with the Panthers, then handed his phone 
to his brother. 

It had been a year since Eric played a game in the NHL at that point. 

After helping the Montreal Canadiens to the 2021 Stanley Cup Final, he 
found himself without an offer when his short offseason gave way to 
training camp. 

When the league-wide Covid outbreak kept NHL players from playing in 
the Olympics, he jumped at the opportunity to go to Beijing as the captain 
of Team Canada. 

“It was difficult for a little bit missing out on the everyday grind and that 
competitive spirit inside of me,” Eric said. 

”That opportunity was special for me to be able to compete for Canada 
and go to Beijing. It was a life experience that I will have forever.” 

He scored four points (goal, three assists) in five games. 

Four months after leaving Beijing without a medal, Zito presented Staal 
with an opportunity to get back into the NHL. 

”When free agency opened and they were going to sign Marc, they asked 
me if i wanted to sign on a PTO,” Eric said. ”I thought it was a no-
brainer.” 

The last time Eric played with his brother, his Carolina Hurricanes were a 
seller at the 2016 trade deadline with his contract due to expire. 

At the time he was traded, he had the most goals (322), assists (453) 
and points (775) in Carolina history. Only Ron Francis bested him in 
franchise history when accounting his Hartford Whalers days. 

Eric, 31 at the time, was given the right to choose where he wanted to 
go. And for him, it was either staying in Carolina or going to the New York 
Rangers to play with his brother. 

”It was fun for me to be able to cross that off with playing with Marc,” he 
said. 

His tenure alongside Marc in New York was short-lived. 

Eric played only 20 regular season games and five playoff games as a 
Ranger before being sent home by the eventual-champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

He signed with the Minnesota Wild the following offseason. 

”It was special to compete daily (alongside Marc),” Eric said. 

”It feels like a blink of an eye because it was so quick with the deadline 
and the playoffs but it was still special.” 

Six years after competing for a Stanley Cup with Marc, Eric finds himself 
bunking up at his new house in South Florida while looking to keep his 
NHL career alive. 

“I love competing with anybody, but when it’s your own brother and you 
grow up doing that your whole life, it’s special,” Eric said. 

”When it’s an environment like this where it’s competitive and fun, you 
have to have that energy, that excitement, that passion burning. We both 
still have that, that’s a good thing.” 

The unique opportunity the Panthers gave him not only presented an 
opportunity to play with his brother, but also spend time with his nieces 
and nephew. 

While competing for a roster spot is a grueling endeavor, Uncle Eric has 
another one waiting at home. 

”He has three kids, so it’s a little more taxing when you are tired,” he 
said. 

”You just want to chill and the kids are excited to play, but it’s also great. 
It’s a lot of fun to enjoy that with them and be there. I haven’t seen them 

a ton over the years, you see them a little bit more in the summer but 
now to see them in their element, going to school and doing all that, it’s 
been fun to spend some time together.” 

Eric and Marc were not the only members of the Staal family to join the 
Panthers organization. 

Jared Staal joined the team’s AHL affiliate in Charlotte as an assistant 
coach, leaving Jordan as the only brother in a different organization. 

”We try to ignore him,” Marc joked. 

While Marc has a contract and will be on the Panthers this season, Eric’s 
position is a little more tenuous. 

Although it assumed he is going to be on the team, he will have to earn a 
roster spot on a cap-strapped team. 

Through the first three days of training camp, Eric Staal certainly looks 
like a regular. 

For a likely Hall of Famer — he has played 1,293 games, scoring 1,034 
points and won the Stanley Cup with Carolina — Eric Staal could have 
eased his way into the rigors of training camp. 

Yet he looks like a player taking nothing for granted. 

“He’s got a legitimate chance and it has nothing to do with our history,” 
said Maurice, who has had Eric Staal centering what looks like a 
potential fourth line with Patric Hornqvist and Ryan Lomberg. 

“I told him I would be honest with him in where he is at. Through three 
days, that has been a fearsome line out there. They are on the puck 
heavy. He is in good shape, pushed himself this summer for this chance. 
He’s a legitimate contender. 

“When you’re talking about a man like that, in the ‘Triple Gold Club’ who 
has been a champion everywhere he has been, he had that mindset long 
before he signed the PTO. If he’s going to make the commitment, he’s 
coming to make the team. He wasn’t coming here to see how it went. He 
is in on the drills and is another example of a veteran guy who isn’t big-
leaguing it in training camp.” 

And Eric Staal is certainly familiar with the Florida Panthers organization. 

In 2003, the Panthers held the first overall pick in the draft and could 
have selected him but instead then-GM Rick Dudley (who has been at 
camp every day as a member of the team’s front office) traded the pick to 
Pittsburgh and moved to the No. 3 spot. 

The Penguins took goalie Marc-Andre Fleury allowing Carolina to take 
Staal. 

Florida preferred Nathan Horton and took him third. 

Eric Staal tormented the Panthers moving forward. In 74 games against 
Florida, he not only has 23 goals and 54 points but helped the Hurricanes 
dominate the old Southeast Division and beat the Panthers time and 
again. 

Horton, meanwhile, ended up being traded to Boston in 2010 by Dale 
Tallon after reportedly asking out of Florida. 

If longtime Panthers’ fans still hold a grudge toward Staal, he says he 
understands. 

”Rightfully so, that’s fine,” Staal said. “If I get the opportunity to play for 
them, I will do my best to make the other fans hate me as much as they 
did back then with Florida and Carolina. 

“But we had some rivalries back then with (Roberto Luongo) and Eddie 
the Eagle for a while. There were some good games. It’s fun to be on this 
side with them and to be in this camp is special.” 

Staal is the one who brought up Ed Belfour although he was only with the 
Panthers one season — and ended up losing all four of his meetings to 
the Hurricanes during the 2006-07 season. 
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On April 1, 2007, Belfour famously went off after Bryan Allen was called 
for hooking Staal in overtime, vigorously implying Staal embellished to 
draw another penalty. 

Ray Whitney won the game with a goal 24 seconds later. 

Belfour played one more game with the Panthers a few days later in what 
ended up being his NHL finale. 

“For the record,” Staal said as he was walking out of the locker room, “I 
didn’t dive.” 

Well, judge for yourself. 
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Paul Maurice Putting Stamp on the Florida Panthers 

 

Colby Guy 

25/09/2022 

 

CORAL SPRINGS — For many of the Florida Panthers, Paul Maurice’s 
system is completely new to them. 

Of all of the players returning from last year’s team, none of them 
previously played under Maurice at any point of their career. 

General manager Bill Zito did bring in two veterans who had played 
under Maurice in the past: Tony Bitetto and Eric Staal. 

Bitetto played 51 games with Maurice and the Winnipeg Jets in 2019–20, 
getting a taste of what his system was like before he signed with the New 
York Rangers the following offseason. 

“He is straight up, you’re going to know exactly what your system is from 
day one, Bitetto said 

“He is pretty clear with that message. I think for a lot of guys, it’s easy to 
buy in to his type of role. He makes it fun. There is nothing better than 
when you’re competing and everyone is chasing the same goal.” 

Staal and Maurice go back a bit further. 

Quite a bit, actually. 

Maurice coached the veteran forward during his rookie season in 2003-
04 with the Hurricanes. He later returned to Carolina from 2008 to 2012 
to coach Staal after he developed into a star. 

”I felt he got the most out of the guys on our team when I was with him,” 
Staal said. 

”I think this is a great opportunity for him and for these guys. He is 
experienced, he is demanding, he knows what he wants out of guys and 
it’s going to be a good two-way street for this group.” 

Through the first three days of camp, Panthers players have gotten a 
good handle of what Maurice wants out of the group. 

A large portion of Maurice’s drills have featured high-intensity puck 
battles and a lot of hard skating. 

“He is a guy that demands work,” Bitetto said. 

”It is something that he takes pride in and that has kind of been his M.O. 
He wants you to compete and things are going to happen throughout the 
season, some tough bounces, but as long as you are competing, that’s 
what he strives for and it brings the team together.” 

And, although it is early, Maurice likes the intensity he has seen from this 
Florida group. 

“We have pushed them to the level that we’ve hoped and we’re probably 
more pleased at what we saw at the level they play at,” Maurice said. 

”The details? It’s every day, all day for the rest of the season. You’re 
constantly going to work on your game, but there are some good veteran 
guys that jump on that stuff real quickly.” 

NEWS, NOTES 

Maurice said Eric Staal has a “legitimate chance” at making the team 
through the first few days of training camp. The 37-year-old forward 
signed a professional try-out offer with the Panthers on the first day of 
free agency. 

Staal has been skating on a line with Ryan Lomberg and Patric Hornqvist 
during drills. 

”Through three days, that has been a fearsome line,” Maurice said. 

Visit and Subscribe to the FHN YouTube Channel for Even More Florida 
Panthers Content 

“They are on the puck heavy and he competes, he is in good shape and 
he pushed himself this summer for this chance. He is a legitimate 
contender.” 

Justin Sourdif was out for the second day in a row with a lingering injury. 

Maurice said that the 2020 third-round pick was day-to-day and his status 
for Florida’s preseason-opening doubleheader in Nashville is in jeopardy. 

Zac Dalpe (day-to-day) was back to skating on his own after returning to 
the main group on Wednesday. 
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Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine find chemistry in Blue Jackets' 
preseason win 

 

BAILEY JOHNSON   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Less than four hours after one group of Blue Jackets lost 3-2 to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in overtime at PPG Paints arena, a second group for 
each team took the ice at Nationwide Arena to finish out the split squad 
doubleheader. 

The second matchup was more favorable for the Jackets, as they 
dressed a lineup mostly consisting of NHL regulars against a largely AHL 
lineup for the Penguins. Johnny Gaudreau tallied three assists, Justin 
Danforth scored two goals with one assist and Jakub Voracek scored 
one goal with two assists in a 5-1 win. 

Here are three takeaways from the Jackets' second preseason game. 

Jackets coach Brad Larsen doesn't often like to discuss his potential line 
combinations, but he made no secret of the fact that wingers Laine and 
Gaudreau would begin the season together. 

"I wanna see if there’s chemistry between the two," Larsen said. "It’s not 
rocket science here. I think everybody thinks that they’re gonna do well 
together, including me." 

The duo were centered by Victor Rask in the first training camp 
scrimmage and have since been matched with Kent Johnson, the No. 5 
overall pick from the 2021 draft, for the second scrimmage and Sunday's 
game. Though they're still early in the process of finding how their games 
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fit together, it was evident Sunday that Laine and Gaudreau have 
undeniable chemistry. 

Gaudreau had the secondary assist on Laine's goal in the second period 
and as a trio, Gaudreau, Johnson and Laine looked like a threat to score 
on every shift. 

"I felt like it was way better than any of the scrimmages already," Laine 
said. "I feel like we’re finding each other. Still gotta find the balance 
between when to shoot it and just remember to have one guy at the net 
and not just three guys rolling all over the place. I feel like it was a really 
good step for us three, not just the two of us." 

Both Laine and Gaudreau praised Johnson, and assistant coach Pascal 
Vincent, who ran the Jackets' bench for the game, was pleased with how 
the rookie played between his two experienced wingers. 

"We talked about (defensive) zone coverage and neutral zone coverage," 
Vincent said. "That’s where my eyes were. That’s what I was watching, 
especially a young player like him. I thought he did really well. He wants 
to play in the middle, obviously feels comfortable there. ... I wanted to 
see how he would react between those two. There’s a factor to it, a 
young player like him, you can try to move the puck too quick because 
you have those two players on your line. I thought he was confident 
enough to hold onto the puck at times." 

Laine, always quick with a deadpan quip, offered a simple summation of 
Johnson's performance. 

"We were joking in the intermission that he’s running for Calder (best 
rookie) and Selke (best defensive forward) this year," Laine said. "He 
was that good in the d-zone." 

Justin Danforth continues to impress Blue Jackets 

Three players had three-point games for the Jackets, and while that 
production is almost expected from players like Gaudreau and Voracek, 
Danforth's offensive abilities fly somewhat under the radar, though he 
scored 10 goals in 45 games last year. 

Danforth opened the scoring with a tip on a point shot from defenseman 
Jake Christiansen and scored his second goal with 3:37 left in the third 
period on the power play. He centered the second line between Voracek 
and Gustav Nyquist while also playing in the slot on the top power-play 
unit. 

Vincent wasn't surprised by Danforth's strong performance. 

"He just keeps improving," Vincent said. "We look at the results of the 
(physical) testings. He’s one of the best. He’s in phenomenal shape. He’s 
got an engine. He can go. He’s willing to go to the hard areas. He’s got a 
good shot. Can play wing, can play center. He’s got some speed, and 
he’s got the right mindset. ... He’s a player we started to appreciate more 
last year because we see him every day in practices and in games. 

"What you see is what you get. That’s what he gives you all the time. 
Pretty impressive performance tonight, but not surprised." 

It's almost expected that there will be a fight in a given preseason game, 
as players on the fringes of the roster look to make an impression with 
their physical play. 

Mathieu Olivier, acquired in a trade with the Nashville Predators in June, 
largely for his physical presence at 6-2 and 210 pounds, would've been a 
betting favorite to be the one to drop the gloves. But instead, it was Josh 
Dunne, who the Jackets signed as an undrafted free agent out of 
Clarkson University in March 2021. 

After Danforth scored his second goal late in the third period, Dunne 
dropped the gloves with Penguins defensemen Xavier Ouellet on the 
ensuing faceoff. The scrap was short-lived, but that didn't stop Dunne 
from grinning ear to ear as he skated off the ice. 

Dunne played just 29 games with the Cleveland Monsters last season 
before missing the remainder of the season with an injury. In his first 

game since mid-January, he skated 12:54 with two hits and played a key 
role on the penalty kill. 
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Takeaways from Blue Jackets' OT loss to Pittsburgh Penguins in 
preseason opener 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pa. — The Blue Jackets coughed up a late 2-1 lead in 
the final minute of regulation and lost 3-2 to the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Sunday at PPG Paints Arena.  

Penguins forward Cory Andonovski tied it 2-2 with 55 seconds remaining 
with a 6-on-5 goal against Blue Jackets goalie Nolan Lalonde, who’s 
starting camp in Columbus with an amateur tryout offer. Jason Zucker 
decided it with a goal 1:58 into the 3-on-3 overtime.  

James Neal and Nick Blankenburg scored power-play goals for the Blue 
Jackets (0-0-1), who opened their preseason with the first in a pair of 
split-squad games Sunday against the Penguins (1-0-0). Pavel Cajan 
started in net for Columbus and made 12 saves on 13 shots before 
relinquishing the net to Lalonde (19 saves on 21 shots).  

Here are six takeaways:  

Blue Jackets rookie defenseman Nick Blankenburg off to great start 

Blankenburg’s impressive NHL debut to end last season is carrying into 
this one. After undergoing knee surgery to correct a nagging issue that 
happened during his senior season at the University of Michigan, 
Blankenburg is making an early splash in his first Blue Jackets training 
camp.  

Aside from his go-ahead goal to cap a power play in the second period, 
Blankenburg skated 24:38 that included three shots, four attempts, two 
hits and 2:50 spent killing penalties.  

“Anytime I can play a game in the NHL or at (world championships), I 
gain more confidence,” said Blankenburg, who played in May for the U.S. 
at the men’s world championship in Finland. “I’m just trying to work as 
hard as I can and have fun while I’m doing it. My dad always tells me that 
and it sounds so cliché, but at the end of the day, that’s all I can really do. 
I’m having a blast doing it.”  

Blankenburg continues to draw comparisons to St. Louis Blues 
defenseman Torey Krug and not just because they’re both 5 foot 9 and 
grew up in Michigan (Krug went to Michigan State). Blankenburg and 
Krug both have a feisty side, aren't afraid to hit bigger players and both 
are effective with their stick in all zones.  

Blankenburg’s goal happened a day after he scored twice in a 
scrimmage Saturday. He put the Blue Jackets up 2-1 at 12:27 of the 
second with a power-play goal off a wrist shot from between the circles. 
Kirill Marchenko and Victor Rask assisted.  

Blankenburg finished with a minus-1 rating, but made several impressive 
defensive plays. He’s among a group of young defensemen looking to 
earn an NHL role and impressed Cleveland Monsters assistant coach 
Mark Letestu, a former Blue Jackets forward who helped run the Jackets’ 
bench.  

“He’s certainly taken last year and now this first part of training camp and 
he’s establishing himself as an NHL player ― and it looked like an NHL 
player (Sunday),” Letestu said. “Sometimes you get a little bit of runway 
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last year with the dress rehearsal (out of college), and this year it’s for 
real. And he’s taken a step. He looks different than the rest.”  

Blue Jackets defenseman Ben Harpur injured in fight 

About two minutes into the third period, Blue Jackets defenseman Ben 
Harpur appeared to be knocked out cold during a fight with Penguins 
forward Jamie Devane.  

Harpur, 27, went down in a heap after taking a huge overhand right to the 
face that ended the fight. The Blue Jackets’ medical staff was called out, 
Devane was immediately concerned for Harpur and the 6-6, 231-pound 
veteran defenseman was helped off the ice by two teammates.  

The Blue Jackets said Harpur sustained an “upper-body injury” and flew 
back to Columbus with the team. It was a scary situation and a stark 
reminder that fighting in hockey can cause serious repercussions.  

“Unfortunately, sometimes it’s an occupational hazard,” said Letestu, who 
played 11 years in the NHL. “These things happen, but he stepped to the 
plate with another big guy and it’s unfortunate it happens. It’s part of the 
game, but, again, he answered the bell. That’s not an easy one. A lot of 
guys won’t do that.”  

Harpur, who’s played parts of the past seven years in the NHL, split last 
season between the Nashville Predators and Milwaukee Admirals in the 
American Hockey League. He began his NHL career with the Ottawa 
Senators and came to Columbus on a professional tryout offer.  

The Blue Jackets searched for more “grit” in the offseason and that’s 
what led to Harpur’s PTO. He’s more of a stay-at-home defenseman and 
was paired in this game with Marcus Bjork – an international free-agent 
signee from the Swedish Hockey League.  

“I would say I’m more defensive-minded,” Harpur said Friday. “When I 
played in Nashville (in 2020-21), I was a third pair, shutdown, defensive-
minded, penalty-kill guy and a little bit of sandpaper when it’s needed. I’m 
just trying to bring that size and that element to the game. We had a lot of 
it in Nashville. We were built on that and our toughness, being hard to 
play against. I feel like that really suited my game well and that pretty well 
sums up my game.”  

Kirill Marchenko, Yegor Chinakhov working on chemistry with Blue 
Jackets  

Marchenko skated on the same forward line as Chinakhov again, 
including each getting spots on the second power-play unit.   

Chinakhov played along the right wall, where he tried to unleash his 
booming shot. Marchenko skated in the middle of the 1-3-1 setup as the 
“bumper,” where he earned an assist on Blankenburg’s goal.  

The Russian forwards also played together during the first three days of 
camp, including scrimmages Friday and Saturday.  

“I like playing with Chinakhov because he’s a good player and he’s a 
Russian guy,” said Marchenko, a rookie who spent the past four years in 
Russian professional leagues. “We have good communication. (We’re) 
good friends. We need more practice. More speaking (with each other), 
more work ... and I think we can do more scoring.”  

Marchenko finished with two shots, three attempts and a block. He had a 
scoring chance with time running out in regulation, after Pittsburgh tied it 
2-2 with a 6-on-5 goal, but Penguins goalie Filip Lindberg made the save.  

“I have a good chance in the last seconds and it’s ‘my bad’ not to score 
and win the game,” Marchenko said. “I want to always score and I need 
to do more work ... I had chances to score (in the) first period, second 
period, but when I have a good moment in the last seconds to score, I 
need to score. It doesn’t matter.”  

James Neal, Victor Rask record points for Blue Jackets in overtime loss 

James Neal and Victor Rask are the Blue Jackets’ other two veterans in 
camp on PTO deals. Neal, 35, has played 14 years in the NHL, including 

four with the Penguins. Vask has eight NHL seasons under his belt and 
played last season with the Minnesota Wild and Seattle Kraken.  

Both factored into the scoring Sunday in Pittsburgh. Neal put Columbus 
up 1-0 on a power-play goal in the second period, tapping home a no-
look pass from Jack Roslovic, and Rask assisted on Blankenburg’s 
power-play goal later in the period.  

Rask and Neal played on the second line together and logged played the 
most among all forwards. Rask had an assist, three shots, five attempts, 
a hit and went 5 of 12 (42%) on faceoffs in 19:59. Neal had the goal, six 
shots, nine attempts, and a blocked shot in 19:14. 

Blue Jackets center Jack Roslovic eager to learn new strategic systems 

 Roslovic centered the top line in Pittsburgh. He had one shot, two hits, 
two takeaways and dominated on faceoffs by going 15 for 22 (68%).  

Vying for one of the top two center positions to start the season, he was 
eager to learn a portion of the new defensive system the Blue Jackets 
coaching staff is installing for this season.  

“It felt good because we had a long meeting before (the game) about 
systems, which was nice,” Roslovic said. “It’s nice just to be in the know 
for what you’re going to be doing for the next 82 games, right? That’s 
why the preseason games are valuable.”  

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen favors split-squad preseason games 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said he likes the setup because it allows 
more players to get into the early preseason games.  

This was the first of two preseason tilts Sunday between the Blue 
Jackets and Penguins. The second is scheduled for Sunday night at 
Nationwide Arena. The split-squad games are similar to what baseball 
teams with large rosters do during spring training.  

“I wish the first four were split squads, to be honest with you,” said 
Larsen, who watched both games as a spectator. “We play eight 
(preseason games) all the time, so they tell me how many we’re playing 
and I build lineups. That’s it.”  

Trent Vogelhuber and his Monsters staff coached the Blue Jackets in 
Pittsburgh. Larsen’s assistants handled the night game, led by associate 
coach Pascal Vincent. 
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'You can't all play': Brad Larsen seeks competitiveness in Blue Jackets' 
training camp 

 

BAILEY JOHNSON   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

By the end of training camp, just over two weeks away, the Blue Jackets 
will have to select a 23-player roster. And with 68 players invited to 
camp, they have more than a few decisions to make before then. 

Many of the roster spots are already earmarked for established NHL 
players — the likes of Johnny Gaudreau and Zach Werenski aren't 
questioning their fate — but for the players on the fringes of the roster, a 
limited number of open spaces means performing well each day of 
training camp is crucial in securing their future. 

That's exactly how Jackets coach Brad Larsen wants it. 

"We have too many guys right now, and I told them in the meeting, ‘You 
can’t all play,’ " Larsen said. "So, it should be ultra-competitive. You don’t 
get to take practice off, you don’t get to get comfortable. That’s just the 
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reality of the business we’re in and it’s a good situation to be in that. 
There’s going to be an internal push and I hope at the end that it’s a 
really hard decision, because that means the guys went to work." 

The Jackets open their eight-game preseason slate Sunday with two split 
squad games. One group will play in Pittsburgh in the afternoon and a 
second group will play the Penguins in Columbus in the evening. A non-
game group will also practice in Columbus Sunday morning, because 
even with two games, there are enough players in training camp that not 
everyone will make a game roster. 

In the first scrimmage of camp on Friday, the level of intensity was 
notable. After a tentative first few minutes, the pace sped, and along with 
it came a tangible increase in the physicality. More of the same continued 
Saturday, indicating that Larsen's message about what he's looking for 
has been received. 

"I want to see competitiveness," Larsen said. "It’s what we’ve talked 
about all long. We’ve got too many bodies here. It’s the reality of what it 
is. We’ve gotta cut it down to 23 at some point. These guys, they’re 
fighting for spots right now. Practices are important. Scrimmages are 
important. Preseason (games are) gonna be important for a lot of these 
guys. Every day, it’s gonna get harder, too." 

Forward Carson Meyer, who made his NHL debut in April, is in the mix 
for a roster spot and knows just how important preseason games will be 
for his case to make the final cut. 

"For me, I have to play really physical and hit people," Meyer said. "I 
want to showcase that, but at the same time, I’m not gonna try and run 
over one of my teammates and hurt them. It’s weird. You have to find 
that fine line between the two and save the really big hits for preseason 
games when we’re all playing together." 

In 13 games with the Jackets, Meyer scored one goal and tallied two 
assists after spending the majority of the year with Cleveland in the AHL, 
where he scored 16 goals with 11 assists in 57 games. His shot has 
looked improved and effective through the first training camp 
scrimmages, so if he can combine that with his physical play in the 
games, his odds of making the 23-player roster may go up. 

Meyer is trying not to overthink the number of players he's competing 
against, but it's hard to ignore as he goes through each day, knowing 
he's one of 40 forwards battling for fewer than 15 spots. 

"You look around and there’s a lot of really good players, young players 
and veterans, vying for not very many spots," Meyer said. "We’re all 
aware of the competition amongst ourselves right now, but you just do 
the best you can. All you can do is kinda focus on your own game. You 
can’t worry about what other guys are doing." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Huberdeau already making presence 
felt in pre-season opener 

 

Eric Francis 

September 26, 2022, 12:44 AM 

 

CALGARY — Centre stage belonged to Jonathan Huberdeau for 
Sunday’s pre-season opener. 

He didn’t disappoint. 

Greeted with a warm welcome by a sparse Saddledome crowd that likely 
reminded the longtime Panthers star of his days in Florida, he responded 

with a power-play goal that put smiles on the faces of everyone in the 
building, including his. 

“I got a little lucky on that goal,” he said of the backhand he put into an 
empty net from close-in after an attempted cross-crease pass from the 
right side of the net deflected back to him atop the paint. 

“It’s always fun to find the back of the net, even in pre-season.” 

The focal point of a retooling this summer that brought him and 
MacKenzie Weegar to Calgary as part of a swap for Matthew Tkachuk, it 
was fitting the man who signed an eight-year extension scored from the 
exact same spot ol’ Chucky scored plenty of his goals. 

The big left winger said he prefers to play the half wall on his off side 
while on the man advantage, allowing him to see everything in front of 
him and dish with the best of 'em. 

“I’m not a guy with a big one-timer,” smiled the veteran who led the 
league with 85 assists last season. 

One day after Elias Lindholm admitted it’s far too early for the team’s 
refurbished top line to have built any chemistry, he, Huberdeau and Tyler 
Toffoli pieced together a few nifty passing plays team brass expects to 
see plenty more of as the pre-season continues. 

“It was good to get out there and get some chemistry — obviously we 
have a lot to work on,” said Huberdeau, whose line combined for five 
shots on goal. 

“Keep things simple early. It was the first game, it’s just going to get 
better. We’ll all get better as a line.” 

His big takeaway from his Flames debut was the altitude. 

“The altitude is much harder, you can feel it,” he said, before being asked 
when he noticed it. 

“When you get winded in the third shift of the game. It’s a home 
advantage. I’ve just got to get used to it.” 

Weegar is expected to be paired with Chris Tanev, who was given the 
first pre-season game off following off-season shoulder surgery. In 
Sunday’s 4-0 win, Weegar looked steady on the right side of a pairing 
with Connor Mackey. 

COLEMAN WELCOMES FORMER ADVERSARIES 

The Flames also got goals from veteran PTO hopeful Cody Eakin, Brett 
Sutter and Blake Coleman, who admits he’s thrilled to have his former 
Battle of Florida foes — Huberdeau and Weegar — on his side. 

“That was the first thing we talked about when we texted each other: 
‘Man, we hated playing against one another,’” chuckled the former 
Lightning champ. 

“We always went at each other, me and him and Weegs. We had some 
good battles. Every game was always a little chippy. 

“We didn’t fight, but we were probably in 100 scrums. Huby is not going 
to trade one for one with me. He’s too smart for that.” 

Coleman was at a house party outside Dallas late on the Friday night 
when word his two former rivals would be joining him in Calgary. 

“Everyone kind of went quiet for a minute, wondering what was going 
on,” he laughed. 

“Half the people there didn’t even know hockey, but they were still all 
fired up.” 

So was the rest of Calgary. 

What can Flames fans expect from the duo? 

“When I played him, Huby was almost impossible to defend,” said 
Coleman, who said the trio has had a chance to get to know one another 
since arriving in Calgary.  
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“He’s one of those guys that no matter how much you wanna get in their 
head, they find a way to produce.  

“Weegs is just solid, he does everything well. He reminds me of Hani 
(Noah Hanifin) in that there aren’t any holes in his game. 

“He can produce offensively and just another guy you hate going to the 
net against. 

“Glad we’re on the same side.” 

THE SCOUTING REPORT 

The most impressive player in the game was Dan Vladar, who stopped 
all 15 shots he faced in two periods, including a breakaway stop on 
Arshdeep Bains and a cross-crease beauty on Danila Klimovich. 

Oscar Dansk stopped all four shots he faced in the third.  

• Sutter’s goal came in the dying seconds, when he batted in a puck in 
the crease, doing little to impress dad. 

“He’s scored here before,” said Darryl Sutter of his 35-year-old son, a 
Flames draft pick in 2005, who re-signed in Calgary this summer to play 
with the Wranglers after eclipsing the 1000-game mark in the AHL. 

“We’ve been doing it for 50 years, all of us (Sutters), maybe even more. 
Not much difference.” 

• Sutter said it was a typically sloppy pre-season opener, in which his top 
line got better as they went on. 

When asked about Jeremie Poirier, who has impressed many through 
camp with his hands, Sutter was blunt, as always. 

“He’s good with the puck. Lots of work to do.” 

When pressed on that work, he continued: “Sticks, angles, checking, 
important parts of the game.” 

• It was an eventful evening for Rasmus Andersson, who took a high stick 
in the face before whiffing on consecutive one-timers on the ensuing 
power play. He drew a loud response from the bench later in the evening 
when he blocked a shot on a penalty kill. 

• The game in Calgary was part of a split-squad evening that also saw 
the two teams battle in Vancouver where a farm-heavy Flames lineup 
won 3-2 in overtime over a veteran Canucks team. Michael Stone was 
the overtime hero, while Mitchell McLain and Ben Jones also scored for 
the Flames. 

Dustin Wolf was the winning goalie, stopping 26 of 28 shots in a game 
the visitors outshot their hosts 45-28. 

THE LINES  

Huberdeau-Lindholm-Toffoli 

Dube-Backlund-Coleman 

Eakin-Zary-Milano 

Sutter-Bishop-Duehr 

Hanifin-Andersson 

Mackey-Weegar 

Poirier-Poolman 

Vladar 

Dansk 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Niemelainen putting himself in 
conversation with physical play 

 

Mark Spector 

September 25, 2022, 10:38 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It was pre-season game No. 1 and there are a few 
things we’ve learned over the years about pre-season openers.  

First off, we’re only watching one team. If it's Winnipeg Jets takes you’re 
looking for, read our fine Jets scribe, Ken Wiebe.  

The next thing? The ice is full of young players destined for junior and the 
American Hockey League. If you are a bonafide NHL player playing in 
this game, you should look like one.   

Stuart Skinner, Warren Foegele, Ryan McLeod, Brett Kulak, Evan 
Bouchard, Jason Demers — all of those players looked like how they're 
supposed to look in a 4-0 win over the Jets Sunday night. Demers settled 
in nicely after a long time between games, and veteran Ryan Murray was 
also steady.  

They weren’t the only bright lights, certainly. But in a game where Jake 
Virtanen needed to show he’s one of the better players, here on a PTO 
and trying to impress, he was barely OK.  

Here are a few highlights, from a game we’ll have forgotten by Friday, let 
alone come April and May. 

I really like defenceman Markus Niemeläinen, who played 15:25 and was 
credited with six hits and a goal. 

In a time where hard, physical players are fewer and farther between, 
this is a guy who should have some currency. Remember how effective 
the Flames' third pairing was last year with Nikita Zadorov and Erik 
Gudbransson? Remember how everyone had their heads on a  swivel 
when Niklas Kronwall or Bryan Marchment played?  

Well, the Oilers don’t have a single player who hits like the six-foot-six 
Finn. That’s got to be worth something, doesn’t it?  

“He's a unique defender. Almost a throwback, in that he's got that that 
element of physicality about him,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “He 
sneaks up on people. People aren't expecting it. But he's long, he closes 
fast, and he’s an excellent skater. He's put himself in the conversation to 
compete for ice time on the Edmonton Oilers' blue line.”  

Niemeläinen, 24, played with Demers on Sunday.  

“When I started my career (in San Jose), I was playing with Doug Murray. 
He gives me shades of that,” Demers said post-game. “There’s a big 
emphasis this year, just from being around the room with Jay, that they 
really want us getting up, pressing and being more aggressive on the 
pinch. I think that's his game in a nutshell.  

“When you’re a forward and you look up and you see that body coming at 
you, guys will hesitate.”  

Niemelainen only has 55 AHL games and 20 NHL games under his belt, 
but he’s a sleeper. Keep your eye on him this camp.  

Just as he was at the Rookie Tournament in Penticton, B.C., Dylan 
Holloway was as noticeable a player as there was wearing those classic 
blue and orange darks that Edmonton sported once again Sunday.  

He jumped past Logan Stanley and drove to the net for a nice chance, 
drawing a penalty, played both special teams and broke up a Jets three-
on-two with a nice backtrack.  

The level of competition will rise, we know that. But so far, Holloway 
looks very much like an NHL left winger.  
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"I got a little taste of it in playoffs, I was able to be with the team, and I 
stayed hungry over the summer," he said. "My first camp, I think it's been 
it's been pretty good." 

He drives the net with authority and has the speed to take on an NHL 
defenceman. He might just barge into the Oilers' Top 9 this season — 
you never know.  

“It’s definitely part of my game,” he said of taking the puck to the net. “I 
try to use my speed and physicality as best as I can. I played with  a little 
adrenaline tonight but that’s definitely how I like to play.”  

He has a fan in Woodcroft.  

“I thought he was really good. The powerful stride in his ability to 
separate from his check and I thought he was physical. He showed up in 
offensive chances for us, a big reason the penalty kill had the success it 
did tonight,” the coach said. “Dylan certainly had a good first pre-season 
game.”  

Some loose thoughts:  

• Skinner was very tidy, stopping all 19 shots he faced. His glove hand 
was particularly tidy, leaving no pucks hanging around the crease. Calvin 
Pickard stopped 10 shots in the combined shutout. 

• In a game where he should stand out, Jesse Puljujarvi did not. His 
linemates, Foegele and McLeod were very good, but Puljujarvi had zero 
shots and a second assist. More please. 

• We liked what we saw of Dmitri Samorukov. I cannot see a scenario 
where he makes this team, but this could be one of those times where 
we don’t find out if a kid can play until he gets to the next NHL 
organization. 

• Pickard was good. He will likely share the duties in Bakersfield with 
Olivier Rodrigue, and has a leg-up in the race to be the guy who gets a 
call up if either Jack Campbell or Skinner gets hurt. Ryan Fanti will likely 
begin his pro career in the ECHL. 

• Another player it’s hard not to like is industrious centre James Hamblin. 
He’s small at five-foot-nine, but he does everything well. He’ll get NHL 
games sometime, somewhere, we’ll predict. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Podkolzin proving he's capable of playing 
greater role in second season 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

September 26, 2022, 12:01 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — From the end of one season until the start of the next, 
"improvement" on a hockey team is gauged almost entirely by which new 
players are added. The Vancouver Canucks signed top-nine forwards 
Ilya Mikheyev and Andrei Kuzmenko, as well as robust fourth-liners 
Curtis Lazar and Dakota Joshua. 

But Sunday, when Mikheyev was injured just 24 pre-season minutes into 
his four-year, $19 million contract with the Canucks, second-year winger 
Vasily Podkolzin reminded everyone that internal improvement could be 
as important as the external additions. 

The 21-year-old Russian led the Canucks in their 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Calgary Flames at Rogers Arena with one goal, five hits, four shots on 
net and 20:40 of ice time — greater than anything he logged during 79 
games in his up-and-down rookie season. 

Podkolzin played on a line with Bo Horvat and Conor Garland, who also 
was excellent, and has looked since training camp opened Thursday in 
Whistler, B.C., like he is capable of playing a greater role and scoring 
more goals this season than the 14 he tallied as a freshman. 

“Way more confidence, that's the most important thing,” Podkolzin told 
Sportsnet in Whistler. “I've got great linemates right now. I know these 
players, Garly and Bo, so it's going to be easier for me.” 

Podkolzin appears to be continuing the surge he had towards the end of 
last season when he scored four times in three games in April to help 
keep the Canucks’ playoff hopes alive. The first-round pick from 2019 
was healthy-scratched by coach Bruce Boudreau two months earlier 
amid a 16-game scoring drought that frequently had him playing single-
digit minutes on the fourth line. 

"Not an easy season," Podkolzin said. "But that's what I need for (my) 
first season. I got really hard work in this summer to be ready for (the) 
second season. More skating, stronger shots, play stronger on the wall. 
Just play way smarter.” 

Through camp and one pre-season game, he’s checking all those boxes. 

AND SO IT BEGINS 

The benefit of splitting your team and playing two exhibition games 
simultaneously, as the Canucks and Flames did, is that over the course 
of one evening you get two games nearer to the end of the NHL pre-
season. A younger, far less NHL-laden Canucks team lost 4-0 Sunday 
night in Calgary. So Vancouver is 0-2. 

Pre-season or not, it was a little disappointing the Canucks didn’t muster 
a little more at home against a far less accomplished Flames lineup, 
which outshot Vancouver 45-28 and led 2-0 until third-period goals by 
Podkolzin and Garland, who tied the game at 18:29 by scoring on his 
own rebound after a brilliant cross-ice pass by Elias Pettersson. 

Pettersson, at least, looked fully engaged, skating with purpose and 
continuing his superior play from Whistler. 

GETTING READY 

It’s impossible not to notice how much Boudreau is trying to build 
continuity after the Canucks finished last season 32-15-10 after a 
December coaching change. He has barely shifted an NHL player since 
he opened camp with lines and defence pairings that he hoped, ideally, 
might stand until the regular-season opener Oct. 12 in Edmonton. 

The Canucks tripped over the starting gate last season, going 6-14-2 in 
the first quarter of the season under former coach Travis Green after 
stars Pettersson and Quinn Hughes missed the first half of the pre-
season awaiting new contracts. As soon as they arrived, first-line winger 
Brock Boeser was injured. 

To further sharpen focus and preparation for a good start next month, the 
Canucks are expected to make some cuts Monday and divide the 
remaining players into NHL and minor-league groupings that will practise 
separately. 

Vancouver’s next pre-season game is Thursday at home against the 
Seattle Kraken. 

MIKHEYEV INJURY 

Boudreau offered no details post-game about the injury to Mikheyev, who 
was hurt early in the second period when he turned back into a check 
and was run over by Flames defenceman Nicolas Meloche. 

The Canucks spent the bulk of their summer free-agent budget to sign 
the speedy, two-way winger from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

An excellent penalty-killer and forechecker, Mikheyev had 21 goals in 53 
games last season but had significant injury issues in two of his three 
years in Toronto. 
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Short-term, his absence could provide an opportunity for winger Nils 
Hoglander — the third-year dynamo who had a poor sophomore season 
and skated in Whistler on the Canucks’ fifth line. Boudreau said Friday 
that Hoglander, playing fast and tenaciously, was the best skater at 
camp. Hoglander was part of the Calgary contingent on Sunday. 

AND KUZMEKO? 

The Canucks' other marquee free-agent acquisition, Kuzmenko, didn’t 
score in Sunday’s home game on his line with Pettersson, but got into 
dangerous shooting positions several times and demonstrated his 
lightning release. He had 18:43 of ice time, including 7:42 on the 0-for-7 
power play, and finished with three shots and a second assist on 
Garland’s goal. He missed the puck and a semi-open net on a hard, 
goalmouth feed from Pettersson. 

Kuzmenko looked exhausted after many of his practice reps in Whistler, 
but the Canucks are not concerned about the stocky winger’s 
conditioning. A team official said Kuzmenko’s fitness testing results were 
“fine,” but the NHL is a higher standard than what the 26-year-old was 
accustomed to in the KHL. 

THUMBS UP AND DOWN 

Defenceman Jack Rathbone, trying to re-secure an NHL spot in his third 
pro season, skated and passed well during his whopping 25:45 of ice 
time. He launched nine shots, albeit only three on target, and also had 
three blocks. Minor-league centre Sheldon Dries was also noticeable, 
and goalies Spencer Martin and third-period reliever Arturs Silovs were 
solid. 

Defenceman Danny DeKeyser was fairly quiet but did not appear to harm 
his chances of making the Canucks on a professional tryout. But winger 
William Lockwood, who needs to provide energy and physicality if he’s 
going to stick with the NHL team, was largely invisible. Minor-league 
agitator Vincent Arseneau was noticeable but did more to hurt than help 
his team by taking three minor penalties. 
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Sportsnet.ca / David Gustafsson's smart play helps him stand out in Jets' 
loss to Oilers 

 

Ken Wiebe 

September 25, 2022, 11:16 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — David Gustafsson knows the value of making a strong first 
impression. 

So on a night when several Winnipeg Jets hopefuls either had mistakes 
lead directly to goals against or let nerves get the best of them, it was not 
surprising to see Gustafsson among those to stack up a series of smart 
plays. 

That’s what the Swedish centre has the ability to do: to make those 
around him better by making deft decisions and being in the right place at 
the right time. 

Those are qualities that caught the attention of the Jets coaching staff 
before he was selected in the second round of the 2018 NHL Draft, and 
they’re also the things that pushed Gustafsson onto the roster in the fall 
of 2019 — albeit momentarily, as he was sent to the Manitoba Moose of 
the American Hockey League after appearing in 22 games. 

Gustafsson didn’t put up eye-popping numbers in the minors, but he 
earned the trust of the coaching staff with his two-way game, which is 
enhanced by his hockey sense. 

In what was the first of six pre-season games on Sunday night in 
Edmonton against the Oilers, Gustafsson didn’t draw attention to himself 
by making a bunch of flashy, highlight-reel plays. 

But he’s constantly on the right side of the puck and running proper 
routes, things that help a player earn the trust of a coaching staff — 
especially one that isn’t as familiar with your style of play. 

“It’s a battle out there every day for who wants to take it,” Gustafsson 
said on Saturday. “If I want a place I’ve got to show the coaches I earn it 
more than some other guys. That’s what I’ve got to do and it’s nothing 
else than that.   

“This coach (Rick Bowness) hasn’t seen me play before, so I’ve got to go 
out there and show what kind of player I am. These first few days it’s 
really important. He gets the first look of you and it tends to stick for a 
while.” 

Bowness made it clear earlier this weekend he wouldn’t be racing to 
make a broad assessment on Gustafsson or any of the other young 
players trying to solidify their standing for that matter. 

That was still the case on Sunday night, and Bowness has been around 
the block enough times to know he shouldn’t overreact to the result of a 
game that didn’t resemble anything close to what his opening-day lineup 
will be. 

“Look, the first exhibition game, it’s always ugly, it’s always scrambly and 
(Sunday) was a perfect example,” Bowness told reporters in Edmonton. 
"Our puck management, we gave them a couple of goals and our inability 
to score goals when we had the opportunity. So, when that happens, you 
end up beating yourself, which we did. Yeah, a lot of young faces. They 
needed a little more experience. We’ll decide what we’re going to do 
Tuesday night, tomorrow, but the young guys were a little nervous. 

“When you’re nervous and you’re working, you’re not always getting 
something done. For the first game, the energy was good. There are 
clearly areas we need to clean up and we’ll continue to work on those.” 

The Jets plan to take Monday off before returning to action Tuesday night 
against the Ottawa Senators. 

A defensive-zone turnover by blue-liner Logan Stanley led to a goal 
against just 41 seconds into the contest, but the Jets seemed to settle 
down after that — at least until things unravelled in the third period when 
the Oilers struck three times in just under five minutes to blow the game 
wide open. 

It was a rough opening outing for Stanley, who entered training camp 
with the knowledge there are a number of guys on the left side who are 
trying to pass him on the depth chart. 

Stanley needs to play an aggressive, assertive game while exerting 
himself physically and moving the puck efficiently in order to thwart some 
of the challengers. 

He didn’t check off many of those boxes against the Oilers on Sunday, 
though he was credited with 10 hits in just under 21 minutes of action. 

Kyle Capobianco showed some nice mobility on the back end in his first 
pre-season action and was tasked with running the first power-play unit. 

It’s true the puck movement wasn’t crisp enough during a two-man 
advantage in the second period — when the Jets were unable to draw 
even despite generating several opportunities — but Capobianco gave a 
glimpse that he might finish this competition higher than some folks 
predict he might be. 

In just over 21 minutes of ice time — including 4:31 with the man-
advantage — Capobianco had three shots on goal, five shot attempts, 
two blocked shots and a hit. 

He was definitely involved and will warrant further looks as Bowness and 
associate coach Scott Arniel start to zone in on who fits best with whom 
on the D-pairings. 
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Whether Capobianco ends up being a guy who serves as a mentor to the 
young blue-liners in the minors or pushes for work in the seventh slot will 
be sorted out during the coming weeks. 

When it comes to other guys looking to work their way into the equation 
up front, winger Saku Maenalanen had a solid outing. 

Maenalanen, who signed a one-year deal with the Jets after spending 
two seasons with Jokerit in the KHL and another with Karpat in Liiga, 
showed off some of the skills that have stood out during the opening 
days of training camp. 

For a team that wants to be tougher to play against, Maenalanen moves 
well (especially for someone who is 6-4, 207 pounds) and plays with 
some edge. 

He drew a penalty against the Oilers on Sunday and clearly stood out in 
just under 12 minutes of work, generating four shots on goal, six shot 
attempts and delivering five hits. 

Whether he ends up forcing his way onto the team immediately or ends 
up being close to the front of the line for call-ups, Maenalanen is a good 
bet to get NHL games this season. 

Centre Kevin Stenlund is another forward who is new to the organization, 
and he’s shown some early chemistry with Maenalanen, so it made 
sense they played on a line together in the first pre-season game. 

Stenlund, 26, found himself filling in on the Jets’ top power-play unit and 
saw him time on the penalty kill as well. 

Now onto his second organization and coming back from a knee injury 
that impacted the pace that he played at, Stenlund seems to be relishing 
the opportunity to show he might end up being more than just a valuable 
depth guy. 

Chaz Lucius, the Jets' 2021 first-rounder, had an interesting outing as he 
continues to work his way back from off-season ankle surgery. 

Playing his natural position of centre, Lucius showed off his offensive 
instincts and quick release, but also got beaten to a loose puck by Oilers 
centre Ryan McLeod on the third goal. 

Lucius gets credit for his initial read after Capobianco jumped down and 
joined the play in the offensive zone, but he was then caught flat-footed 
in the neutral zone and missed his assignment as McLeod raced in and 
scooped the puck past Jets goalie David Rittich, who finished with 22 
saves. 

This will end up being one of those valuable learning experiences for 
Lucius, who is one of the most talented prospects in the system and has 
the type of finishing ability that is hard to find and virtually impossible to 
teach. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pressing Western Conference questions heading into 
2022-23 NHL season 

 

Justin Bourne 

September 23, 2022, 11:41 AM 

 

Last week I took a look at the Eastern Conference and some of the 
unanswered questions that loom as we head towards the new season, 
and there was one trend: the league seems to have been pushed even 
closer together, as so many years of the flat salary cap has forced the 
top teams to take little steps back, while many of the rebuilding teams 
finally look more ready to push their chips in. 

There’s some element of that in the West too, as well as some other big 
questions, such as…. 

Colorado: Is a goaltending tandem of Alexandar Georgiev and Pavel 
Francouz enough to repeat as Stanley Cup champions? 

I’m not sure there’s been a more disrespected Cup champion goalie than 
Darcy Kuemper. He was a .921 in the regular season, and in the biggest 
playoff moments – like say, a Game 4 OT win during the Cup Final, and 
a nail-biting 2-1 clincher in Game 6 – he was superb. We know this Avs 
team – even without Nazem Kadri – have at least enough skill to hang 
with the best teams. Francouz has never played more than 34 games in 
a season and Georgiev was 15-10-2 with an .896 save percentage last 
season (on a very good team). Can these two adequately replace 
Kuemper at the sport’s toughest position? 

Calgary: Did the Flames pull the equivalent of losing all your cash at a 
casino, making the walk of shame to an ATM, then actually win all their 
money back and more? 

OK maybe that question was a little too hyper-specific to some of my own 
experiences – it also never actually plays out that way - but there was a 
moment when it looked like this was going to be a real ugly summer for 
the Flames. Then suddenly they went on a run and as they’re counting 
up their chips, it seems like they may have actually come out ahead. If 
they’re any better than last season, they’re certainly among a small group 
of Cup favourites from the West heading into the season. 

Edmonton: Can the Oilers defence give an elite forward group enough to 
win a Cup? 

The Oilers forwards group is, without question, one of the best in the 
NHL. Surrounding Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl with Zach Hyman 
and Evander Kane proved effective last year, and I still really like the 
names beyond that, from Ryan McLeod to Ryan Nugent-Hopkins to 
Jesse Puljujarvi and beyond. They’re good-good-good. 

The goaltending, between Jack Campbell and Stuart Skinner, shouldn’t 
hurt them any, and it wouldn’t shock me if that tandem was top half of the 
league. 

So to me it’s up to the back-end. If they can limit chances and move the 
puck up quickly, the Oilers will be another legit Cup contender in Alberta. 

Nashville: Can Roman Josi, Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg replicate 
their career seasons to ensure the Preds score enough? 

All three veteran Preds players had gigantic years, with Duchene and 
Forsberg scoring over 40 goals each, and Josi surpassing his previous 
career high in points by 31. 

They added Ryan McDonagh and Nino Neiderreiter to a team that was 
competitive last year. To stay there and even take a step they need those 
three vets to do it all over again. Is that possible? 

Vegas: If not now, when? 

The hour is nigh for good ol’ VGK. They’re still talented as can be on the 
back-end, and they have the ability up front too. But the original “misfits” 
core is aging past 30 and not getting better. Alec Martinez and Alex 
Pietrangelo and Brayden McNabb are all over 30 as well. They need to 
be healthy (Mark Stone and Jack Eichel, namely), and they need 
borderline shocking seasons from a goalie tandem of Logan Thompson 
and Adin Hill. The pressure is on for it to all come together, as it’s not 
going to get any easier for this team if they don’t win now. 

Vancouver: Can their D-corps hang? 

They’re competitive and talented up front, and Thatcher Demko heads 
into the season as one of a handful of Vezina favourites. But they’re 
running back the same D-corps as last season, which they’ve openly 
mused about trying to fix in the past. For a team that can’t seem to 
decide if they’re blowing it up or going all in, will they get internal 
improvement with consistency and a full year of Bruce Boudreau? Or are 
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they going to have to score their way out of trouble, which … sounds like 
more trouble. 

Winnipeg: Don’t mess with (a lack of) success? 

Speaking of running it back, the Jets are basically changing coaches (to 
Rick Bowness), “taking some pressure off” Blake Wheeler by not having 
a captain, and hoping they catch lightning in a bottle with an extremely 
similar roster to 2021-22. On the one hand, you see the logic: the top-six 
forward group includes Kyle Connor, who set career highs in goals (47) 
and points (93) last season, Mark Scheifele (70 points in 2021-22), 
Pierre-Luc Dubois (28 goals), Wheeler (60 points) and Nikolaj Ehlers (28 
goals). 

On the other hand, even with all that they finished eight points out of a 
playoff spot last season, and for some reason they intend to strive for a 
slightly improved version of that mediocrity? All their plans strike me as 
varied forms of half-measures so far. (And just my two cents here, but for 
all Wheeler has done for that franchise, beginning the season off by 
taking away the “C” is a strange and inauspicious start.) 

San Jose: The Sharks were 30th in scoring last year and added little 
offence (and lost Burns), so…? 

The Sharks made a change at GM (to Mike Grier) and head coach (to 
David Quinn) but it’s hard to see how a team trying to change its fortunes 
is suddenly going to find a substantial uptick in offence with just a slightly 
different playing style. 

Not everything in hockey can be summed up by numbers, BUT: If you’re 
30th in goal scoring, take away a good offensive player and don’t add 
any, you won’t score enough to make playoffs. 

Chicago: Will Jonathan Toews and/or Patrick Kane wear different jerseys 
this year (or ever)? 

It feels like Toews would be the most willing to leave Chicago’s sinking 
ship, but he’ll need to play well enough for a team to take a chance on 
even his pro-rated salary at the deadline (with some salary retention it 
could be both worthwhile to another team, and value in return for 
Chicago). And teams would of course want Kane in a scenario like that, 
surely, but would he be willing to leave? A career in just one jersey has 
value to some guys (as Ryan Getzlaf recently demonstrated). 

Seattle: Will the Kraken actually score some goals this year? 

The Kraken came out of the gates with a wildly passive game plan of 
building patient and slow, while trying to be competitive via defence and 
goaltending on the ice. Which, y’know, is smart, but … yawn. They’ve 
been the anti-Golden Knights, who’ve been the perfect embodiment of 
Vegas: exciting and careening out of control. Despite their excellent kits, 
Seattle was not a “stop on this channel, the Kraken are playing” team. 

But this year they’ve added Oliver Bjorkstrand and Andrei Burakovsky, 
and Shane Wright has a chance to make the team. Matty Beniers is 
currently the favourite for the Calder Trophy according to the odds on 
Coolbet. So will that infusion of offence make them more interesting and 
competitive? 

Arizona: What is this (literally) travelling sideshow going to become? 

The real fans in Arizona deserve not just a good hockey team, but like 
two or three Stanley Cups after they get a new arena built in a better 
location. If that day ever comes, they’ll emerge like Andy Dufresne after 
crawling through 500 yards of … waste. 

To those loyal fans, please don’t read past that. Stop here. For everyone 
else: this is going to be embarrassing to watch. 

Not the roster itself, as I’ve seen some cases they may actually be better 
than the betting markets think. They’ve got NHL players, they’re not 
going to lose every night. I’m referring to the whole thing, flagrantly trying 
to lose more than they win by trading away just about everyone any good 
or prime aged, starting the season with 20 of their first 24 games on the 
road before returning “home” (almost certainly with playoffs already miles 

off), to play 37 of their final 58 games at something called “Mullett Arena” 
of all damn things, in front of a college-sized crowd. Just playing out the 
string hoping to get to not next year, but three seasons from now, as 
quickly and painlessly as possible. 

Which sounds painful. 

It's going to be a circus, but the circus sells popcorn, so be sure to get 
yours ready. 
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