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‘It’s time he start emerging.’ Canes expecting bigger things from Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

By Chip Alexander

To those on the outside, Jesperi Kotkaniemi comes across 
as a soft-spoken, introverted type who smiles a lot and 
quietly goes about his hockey business. 

But not to his Carolina Hurricanes teammates. 

“He’s one of the loudest guys,” forward Seth Jarvis said 
Saturday, laughing. “He doesn’t shut up.” 

The Hurricanes want Kotkaniemi being loud this season — 
on the ice. Off the ice, he can chill and “make tacos all day,” 
as Jarvis put it, and do this own thing, but the Hurricanes 
need him being loud and forceful on the ice. 

Vincent Trocheck, another nonstop talker, is gone to New 
York and the Rangers. One of the Canes’ biggest questions 
heading into the new season is who will step in to replace 
Trocheck as the second-line center, and Kotkaniemi appears 
to be the choice. 

“That’s why he got brought in,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Friday after a training camp practice. “I 
think management had the idea that this is exactly what 
might happen, that ‘Troch’ was going to move on. So they 
had a good backup plan.” 

A year ago, the Hurricanes made an offer sheet to 
Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL draft by the 
Montreal Canadiens. When the Canadiens failed to match 
the one-year, $6.1 million offer, Kotkaniemi soon had a new 
NHL address. 

It was all quite a whirlwind — the offer sheet, the social-
media frenzy, the Habs letting him go, Kotkaniemi soon in a 
new locker room with new teammates, trying to make sense 
of it all. Add in an early road game at Montreal and things 
were a little crazy for the Finn. 

A year later, Kotkaniemi has settled in and will stay for a 
while. He signed an eight-year extension with Carolina in 
March that will pay $4.82 million a season through 2029-30. 

“I think now I know how everything works,” Kotkaniemi said 
Friday. “Same systems, same guys, same coaches. I think 
this year will be better. We’ve got high expectations for the 
whole team and hopefully we’re going to reach those.” 

Early in training camp, Brind’Amour has had Kotkaniemi 
centering Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas. Average 
age: 22.3. While a lot can change before opening night, it 
would make for a youthful line combining speed, power and 
playmaking ability, not to mention three former first-round 
picks. 

“I want to step up my game and show the coaches I’m worth 
that,” Kotkaniemi said. 

That’s what Brind’Amour is hoping to see — Kotkaniemi 
showing he can be a bigger factor on the ice. 

“He’s a young kid with a lot of talent,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve talked about this a lot, and I think now it’s time that 
he start emerging. I think I’ve got to give him the opportunity, 
but he’s got to go earn it. There’s a good understanding 
there, and we’ll see where it goes.” 

Kotkaniemi, 22, spent much of last season as the fourth-line 
center, averaging 12 minutes a game for the Metropolitan 
Division winners. His season totals were modest: 12 goals 
and 29 points in 66 games. 

Some social-media trolls had fun with it, tweaking the Canes 
for paying $6 million for that kind of play and production. 

Jarvis, for one, takes issue with that. 

“He takes a lot of unnecessary slander, I think,” Jarvis said. 
“He’s an incredible player and someone that, given the right 
role and once he gains confidence in that role, I think will 
flourish. 

“He’s got all the tools. He’s got a wicked shot, sees the ice 
well, his skating has improved. He’s big, he’s strong. What 
more could you ask for? So, yes, this year in an expanded 
role I think he’ll do really well.” AP22051685496353.jpg 

Kotkaniemi, who has prototype centerman size at 6-2 and 
200 pounds, said his game has changed since coming into 
the league in the fall of 2018. 

“I used to be mostly a skill guy, trying to dangle everyone,” 
he said. “I realized that didn’t really work too well. I try to be 
overall more of a two-way guy and try to get a couple of 
points with that and be the guy who helps the team win the 
game.” 

Jarvis and Kotkaniemi have become good buds, two single 
guys who hang out quite a bit away from the rink. Kotkaniemi 
said he has few off-ice activities — few video games, no 
Netflix, no TikTok, etc. 

“I don’t do much,” he said. “Just chilling.” 

And about him being the chatterbox … 

“He doesn’t shut up,” Jarvis said, smiling again. “It’s just 
nonstop talk. When he’s comfortable, it’s just talk, talk, talk. 
Have to interrupt him to tell him to shut up. But I love it. I let it 
go on because I love what he has to say.” 

Scheduling Change 

The Lightning postponed Wednesday’s home game against 
the Canes because of the threat of Hurricane Ian. The Canes 
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were to play in Tampa, then have a road game Thursday 
against the Florida Panthers. 

 

 

 

Noesen right where he belongs with Hurricanes 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The ties between the Plymouth Whalers and 
the Carolina Hurricanes run deep. 

Stefan Noesen is looking to keep the bloodline going. 

Noesen was born in Texas but headed north to pursue 
tougher competition as a teenager, landing in Detroit to play 
for the Compuware youth team in 2007. That team was 
founded by Peter Karmanos Jr., who at the time was also the 
owner of both the Ontario Hockey League’s Whalers and 
NHL’s Hurricanes. 

“On our Compuware jersey we had the Hurricanes patch and 
the Whalers patch,” Noesen said. 

Coming through the Compuware-to-Plymouth pipeline often 
meant winding up in Raleigh. From former executives and 
coaches like Jim Rutherford and Paul Maurice to players as 
remembered as Justin Williams and forgotten as Jonas 
Fiedler, the path to the Hurricanes often came through 
Karmanos’ two youth teams. 

After two seasons in Plymouth, Noesen was drafted by the 
Senators in 2011, going 21st overall. He played two more 
years with the Whalers, totaling 100 goals and 220 points in 
215 career OHL games and then had his rights traded to the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

That began a winding career for the 29-year-old, who has 
now suited up for six NHL teams but only once played more 
than 41 games in a season — scoring 13 goals and 27 
points in 72 games with the Devils in 2017-18. 

He finally found his way to the Hurricanes organization last 
year, signing a one-year, two-way deal to provide depth for 
the big club and also veteran talent with the team’s top 
affiliate, the Chicago Wolves. 

But even he didn’t expect to score an AHL-high 48 goals. 

“I would like to say yes. … I scored quite a bit and juniors,” 
Noesen said. “So I kind of knew it was always in there.” 

He followed that with nine goals and 25 points in Chicago’s 
run to the Calder Cup. 

“Last year was great,” he said. “We obviously did our thing 
down there. We won.” 

Despite getting into just two games with the Hurricanes 
during the year, he decided to re-sign with Carolina. He’s 
guaranteed a total of at least $1.325 million over the next two 
seasons, regardless of if he’s in Raleigh or Chicago. 

“I maybe had a chance to go somewhere else,” Noesen said, 
“but I thought this organization, the way that they play and 
everything — this is where I wanted to be.” 

He also made an impression on Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

“He did a great job throughout the organization because 
when he came up he played well, and then when he went 
back down he was a leader for that group,” Brind’Amour 
said. “And when you have a veteran player that can show the 
way for guys like Jack Drury, for the guys that were down 
there, I think that’s a huge asset. 

“He obviously put up a big, big year, and we’re gonna give 
him every opportunity here to see what he can do.” 

With defenseman Jake Gardiner headed to long-term injured 
reserve, Carolina has some cap space and won’t have to 
carry a light roster as they did at times last season. That 
means a chance for a player like Noesen who knows how to 
play the role of bottom-six winger in the NHL — he’s logged 
207 games, scoring 31 goals and 54 points over nine 
seasons — but also showcased his scoring touch with the 
Wolves last year. 

“I think the way that I score goals, it’s not pretty,” Noesen 
said. “I’ll take one off the teeth. I took one off the mouth a few 
times and they’ve gone in, and that’s just it’s kind of my 
game. I’m never gonna dazzle and be flashy. Maybe I’ll have 
a sporadic one here and there, but it’s all in the blue paint, all 
within the house, and it’s been like that ever since junior.” 

Noesen will also be a familiar face for the organization’s 
young players, whether that’s with the Hurricanes or the 
Wolves. 

“Just watching his habits on the ice, how he scores goals,” 
Drury said, “he goes to the net a lot, was really good in front. 
So I learned a lot from him last year.” 

And it’s not just in the offensive zone. 
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“He’s got skill, but he’s able to kind of do it all,” said another 
Wolves teammate, Jamieson Rees. “So for young guys to 
kind of look at that and see that it’s OK if you’re not a skill 
guy, you have to be versatile. You have to be able to open 
up and be ready for whatever situation is being thrown at 
you.” 

Battling for one of the last spots on an NHL roster is a 
familiar situation for Noesen. But 15 years after he first pulled 
on a Compuware sweater with the small Hurricanes patch on 
it, he is close to fulfilling his destiny. 

“I kind of took the long way to get here,” Noesen said, “but 
eventually I got here.” 

 

 

 

Notebook: Schedule Talk & Stromwall’s Second Chance 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - On-ice sessions at Carolina Hurricanes 
Training Camp began on Thursday, but just as quickly as 
they started, the next benchmarks followed shortly behind. 

Sunday morning the team made its first roster reduction, 
assigning prospects Bobby Orr, Bryce Montgomery and 
Jakub Vondras to their respective junior clubs for the 
upcoming season. 

While there aren't set dates on when the next trims will 
come, the upcoming week is going to be a busy one for the 
team - regardless of if the unit stays at 49 or if it gets cut 
down again. 

Good Things Come To Those Who Wait 

20 of the NHL's 32 teams opened their preseason slate this 
weekend, with eight more starting Monday. 

Although Canes fans have had to wait a few more days to 
get their first taste of game action, Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour sees the delay as more of a positive than 
anything. 

"The way the schedule is set up, it's kind of nice because we 
have five or six practices before we actually play a game. So 
you can introduce everything, then get to the games and 
then start working off of the games you play," Brind'Amour 
remarked. 

Tuesday the Canes will join the rest of the league, hosting 
the Tampa Bay Lightning to kick-off their six-game exhibition 
run at PNC Arena. It will be the first of three games in three 
days for the team, as they're scheduled travel to Tampa on 
Wednesday before staying in the Sunshine State to take on 
the Panthers Thursday evening. 

Carolina won't face a stretch of three games in three days 
during the regular season, but with 49 able bodies still in 
camp the team will take advantage of the opportunity, getting 
a look at just about everyone still on the roster. And while we 
might not know exactly who will play on which date yet, 
Brind'Amour tipped his hand just a little bit on Sunday. 

"Right now I'm thinking they I might have more of the veteran 
guys play the first one," the head coach said. "Because then 

we go on the road for two and we probably won't bring 
them." 

All three exhibition games will be available to be streamed 
online via the team's official website. 

When the Hurricanes conclude their "three-in-three" sprint 
they're then scheduled to have Friday off, before getting right 
back to game action Saturday at home against Florida. 
Following that, one day of practice before a home-road back-
to-back to put a bow on the preseason versus Columbus and 
Buffalo. Then, seven days until their next game action, their 
regular season opener against the Blue Jackets on October 
12. 

Six games in eight days, before seven days between games. 
Got it? Good. 

Stromwall's Second Chance 

One of the remaining 44 skaters in camp that is likely to see 
game action within the few days is forward Malte Stromwall. 

Sporting #29, the small, right-handed winger has caught 
attention while skating with group "C2" - standing out with his 
speed and ability to find the back of the net. 

His path to Raleigh, and this opportunity, his been anything 
but direct. 

Born in Sweden, the forward came to North America to play 
for the first time in 2011 after being selected in the Western 
Hockey League's import draft. Following two years with the 
Tri-City Americans in Kennewick, WA, he returned to his 
native country to get his first taste of the professional level. 
Still, his goal remained to play in the best league in the 
world. 

After three years there he caught the attention of the New 
York Rangers, who signed him to an entry-level contract in 
2016. While he was elated to get the chance, it didn't go as 
planned. 

Starting his first year of the deal with the Hartford Wolf Pack, 
New York's American Hockey League (AHL) affiliate, a 
blocked shot resulted in a broken fibula, spoiling his opening 
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season. When he was able to return for year two he was 
informed that there wasn't room for him on the Hartford 
roster, leaving him at a crossroads. 

"I decided to go back to Europe and rebuild. I wanted to 
become a better player," Stromwall explained of his decision 
to go back across the pond, despite being closer than ever to 
achieving what he'd set out to in his hockey career. 

A successful season and a half in Finland was parlayed into 
a Kontinental Hockey League (KHL) contract and the now 
well-traveled speedster played the last three years in Russia. 
Acknowledging how much his game has developed since his 
last time in North America, he now feels that this is where it 
was all meant to come together. 

"I've always dreamed of playing in the NHL. I was realizing 
that I was getting older and this opportunity came up, so I 

was really excited to come back to the U.S. again," the 28-
year-old offered Sunday. 

The opportunity came about following 19 goals and 32 points 
in 38 games last season for Dinamo Minsk, reinvigorating his 
passion for the game and reaffirming that he can be that 
strong offensive producer in what many consider the second 
best league in the world. 

"It was a fun season. I've always seen myself as a goal-
scorer. I had the opportunity to be a player that chips in 
offensively and I did a good job at that." 

Now, after 414 professional games in six different leagues, 
he's hoping that his 415th contest will come in his seventh 
different level of competition. 

  

Canes preseason storylines to watch  

By Alex Ohari 

We’re just weeks away from the Carolina Hurricanes’ season 
getting underway, heading into a year where the team (once 
again) has Stanley Cup aspirations. With training camp now 
underway — as always — there’s numerous questions and 
storylines surrounding the group that will become clear as 
the preseason progresses. 

Without further ado, let’s take a look at some of the biggest 
things to watch for on the road to opening night. 

Third-Pair Battle 

The battle for third pairing minutes has been extremely well 
discussed throughout the offseason, as the team has 
multiple options vying for two spots. When Calvin de Haan 
was signed to a PTO a couple weeks back, it looked as 
though the team would have five players competing for the 
5/6 D spot, but unfortunately Jake Gardiner was the first 
domino to fall as he was unable to get back to full health. 
Effectively, the team now has 4 bodies competing for 3 spots 
— as the team is likely to keep seven defenders on the 
roster. 

So, who’s in the mix?: 

 Jalen Chatfield 

 Dylan Coghlan 

 Ethan Bear 

 Calvin de Haan (PTO) 

Overall, this should be a pretty epic battle. Bear is ready to 
prove his detractors wrong after an up-and-down first season 
in Raleigh which left fans divided on whether he’s a reliable 

option or not. Chatfield won the hearts of fans in his cameo 
appearances, thanks to his smooth skating ability, physicality 
and reliability — but he’s still largely unproven. Coghlan was 
quite obviously overshadowed by Max Pacioretty in the 
Vegas trade, but I’m excited to see what he’s got. I’m not 
overly familiar with his game, so he’ll be a guy I have my 
eyes on in the preseason. De Haan is a stable veteran with 
versatility and has played in this Canes system before, but 
might have to really stand out in order to earn a contract. 

This position battle will surely be one of the most interesting 
storylines of camp. All four players have dynamic elements 
to their game, and each of them can make a strong case for 
their spot. As far as I’m concerned, the battle is wide open. 

Is Martin Nečas ready to take the next step? 

It started off as quite a wild offseason for Nečas, as trade 
rumours swirled amongst frustration from the fanbase. His 
talent is obvious, but inconsistencies have soured some on 
his long-term outlook and his ability to become a truly reliable 
top-six option on a nightly basis. Eventually, Carolina 
showed its faith in Nečas by giving him a two-year bridge 
contract, but a ton of questions remain about his future with 
the team, as well as his progression on the defensive side of 
the game. 

When the Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty, it left me 
wondering where exactly Necas fit in the lineup. There 
wasn’t room for him in the top-six anymore, and he doesn’t 
really fit the mold of an effective winger for a Jordan Staal-
driven line, nor as a fourth-line forward. There’s been some 
rumblings about a potential move to center — but it’s 
become evident that the Canes want Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 
be the 2C (whether he’s ready or not).  
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While the Pacioretty injury is a huge blow to the group as a 
whole, it’s kind of a “last chance at life” for Nečas in the 
organization. Unless he proves to be a worse option than 
Ondrej Kaše, he’ll likely start the season in the top-six 
alongside Kotkaniemi and Andrei Svechnikov on the team’s 
second line. It puts him in a fantastic position to succeed, but 
the biggest thing for him will be finding a level of consistency 
to his game. When he’s on, he can be one of the most 
dynamic players in hockey thanks to his lightning speed and 
ability to make plays at top pace. Otherwise, he can be 
rather anonymous at times and even a liability on the 
defensive side of the puck. It goes without saying that the 
upcoming season will be a massive year in his development 
path and potentially make-or-break for his future as a Cane. 

Where do the newcomers fit? 

Brent Burns will step right into Tony DeAngelo’s former spot 
on the right side of the top defensive pairing, alongside 
Jaccob Slavin. It’s also likely he’ll quarterback the top 
powerplay unit, and likely be an all-situations defender for 
the group. At age 37, the Canes would be wise to limit his 
minutes when possible in order to keep him fresh. 
Considering his experience and a strong defensive system 
with players like Slavin, Skjei and Pesce around him, I’m 
super optimistic about his ability to be both an effective 
player and an upgrade on TDA. 

It’s still very early in camp and probably way too early to start 
reading into the line combinations, but interestingly, Paul 
Stastny has started camp flanking Jordan Staal and Jesper 
Fast — in the spot vacated by Nino Niederreiter. While 
Stastny doesn’t have the heaviness that Nino brought, he’s a 
fantastic veteran presence and a phenomenal creator for his 
line mates. He’s smart and patient, and he’s coming off a 
resurgent year where he scored 21 goals and 45 points in 
just 71 games. He’s a true pro who can play in all situations, 
and while he brings a different skillset than Nino, he can be 
an effective piece on the Canes’ third line. 

The other newcomer to the forward group, Ondrej Kaše, has 
started on the fourth line. He’s a talented forward with strong 
puck skills and scoring ability, and he’s taking reps on the top 
powerplay unit early in camp. Throughout the year, I can see 
him moving up and down the lineup regularly. When the 
Canes need a goal, he’ll likely play more. When they’re 
defending a lead, he’ll likely play less. The big thing for Kaše 
will be staying healthy — if he can do so, he can be a very 
good secondary scorer for the group. 

Is Jesperi Kotkaniemi ready to be the 2C? 

This is a subject that, admittedly, I’m kind of all-over-the-
place on. While I do believe that Kotkaniemi has the 
necessary tools and smarts to be a 2C in the NHL someday, 
I’m just not quite convinced he’s there yet, and even less 

convinced he’s a legit 2C option for a contending team. Time 
will tell, and his development will be a major focal point of the 
season. 

For a bit of a different perspective, I asked Canes Country 
writer Andrew Schnittker for his current stance on 
Kotkaniemi. Sometimes I can be overly critical and I wanted 
to be sure that I wasn’t out of line here. Here’s what Andrew 
had to say: 

“So this is, in my opinion, one of, if not the biggest questions 
the Hurricanes need to answer to see if they can maintain 
the level of last year’s regular season and get over the hump 
in the playoffs. Vincent Trocheck did a lot for this team, and 
Kotkaniemi seamlessly replacing him is a big ask. I think 
Kotkaniemi is a talented player and he can do it. He played 
pretty well last year before he got injured, and he played well 
when he had to play up in the lineup when Trocheck was 
injured. But that’s a small sample size, and he was mostly 
playing a fourth-line role last year.  

Can he do it? Absolutely. And the Canes will be putting him 
in a position to succeed with two of Seth Jarvis, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov or Martin Necas as his 
wingers (though the loss of Max Pacioretty until at least 
February hurts their options there a bit).  

The good news is if Kotkaniemi is the 2C, he’ll have earned 
it, because the Canes added another proven option there in 
Paul Stastny. The Hurricanes made the long-term investment 
in Kotkaniemi to be their 2C of the future, and, if he can do it 
this year, it’s great news for the forward group the Canes are 
probably looking at another division title. It is fair to have 
misgivings about a player who hasn’t proven much in the role 
he’s being asked to step into, but I think the Canes are doing 
it right by putting him in a position to succeed and having a 
veteran fall-back option. He’s certainly going to have every 
opportunity to step up and be the guy at 2C.” 

Overall, it’s hard to disagree with Andrew, especially if you’d 
prefer to lean to the side of optimism. If I wanted to play 
devil’s advocate, I could point to Kotkaniemi’s disappearing 
act in the playoffs last spring, as well as his lack of offensive 
production throughout his career — but honestly, he’s never 
really entrenched himself into a consistent top-six role so I 
think it’s unfair to judge him until we actually get to see him 
have a prolonged run in a 2C spot.  

Where Andrew really hit the nail on the head, though, is with 
the sheer importance of Kotkaniemi being successful in that 
role. The team does have other options in Stastny and 
potentially even Nečas, but considering the eight-year deal 
the team gave Kotkaniemi and the importance of 
Stastny/Nečas in their current roles, the Hurricanes need KK 
to be the guy. Badly. 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article266299531.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/09/noesen-right-where-he-belongs-with-hurricanes/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/notebook-schedule-talk-and-stromwalls-second-chance/c-335770962 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/26/23372107/canes-preseason-storylines-to-watch 
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1253164 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning postpone first two preseason home games due to Hurricane 
Ian 

 

Eduardo A. Encina5-6 minutes 9/26/2022 

 

TAMPA — When the Lightning opened training camp Thursday at TGH 
IcePlex in Brandon, the only hurricane head coach Jon Cooper was 
concerned about was the Carolina Hurricanes, the team’s first preseason 
opponent. 

“That goes to show how much I’m paying attention to the outside world,” 
Cooper said when asked whether the Lightning were making any 
preparations for the tropical depression that would become Hurricane 
Ian. “I have no idea.” 

Now, as Ian approaches Florida’s Gulf Coast with the Tampa Bay area in 
its crosshairs, the Lightning have had to make sudden adjustments as 
they near their first games of the preseason. 

The team postponed its first two preseason home games, Wednesday 
against Carolina and Thursday against Nashville at Amalie Arena. 

The entire team will relocate north to continue its preparation for the 
season, which begins Oct. 11 against the New York Rangers at Madison 
Square Garden. 

The Lightning will play their preseason opener as scheduled Tuesday at 
Carolina. The rest of the squad will fly to Nashville. 

The group traveling to Raleigh will head to Tennessee following 
Tuesday’s game. The Lightning already were scheduled to play the 
Predators on Friday at Nashville’s Bridgestone Arena, so they will spend 
Wednesday and Thursday either practicing, or perhaps even playing 
games, there. 

Makeup dates for the two postponed games will be determined at a later 
date, and tickets will be honored for the rescheduled dates, the team 
said. Ticket-holders should contact their original point of purchase with 
questions. 

It will be difficult to make up the home game against Nashville, because 
after hosting the Lightning Friday the Predators will travel to Switzerland 
to prepare for their Global Series games against San Jose Oct. 7-8 in the 
Czech Republic. 

The Lightning also have a fan event scheduled for Saturday and an open 
practice Sunday. Cooper’s benefit fishing tournament is slated for 
Monday, and the Lightning are supposed to train in Estero for two days 
before an exhibition game against the Panthers Oct. 6 in Sunrise. 

While Ian forced the Lightning to alter their plans, their preparation for the 
regular season continues in earnest. They’ve completed their first leg of 
training camp, getting their first look at players and installing their system, 
and now move on to exhibition games in which players will have the 

chance to compete for a few open roster spots created by injuries to 
center Anthony Cirelli and defenseman Zach Bogosian. 

They’ll play at least two exhibition games this week, and perhaps more in 
Nashville. But for players fighting to impress team brass and move up the 
organizational depth chart, their opportunities will dry up quickly. 

“Some of those guys, they’ve played games for us and some of them are 
younger,” Lightning assistant Jeff Halpern said. “But for me, it’s always 
who plays with jam? Who plays with compete? You see how they skate 
and how they shoot and their skill set, maybe not as much how they think 
the game. 

“It’s when they lose the puck, do they try to go get it back? And it’s as 
simple as that. Some guys separate themselves just because of that. 
They’re not just out there, kind of fitting into the game. They’re trying to 
try to play the game, and we’ve always talked about our team in Tampa 
with a kind of a schoolyard mentality of, you know, you never want to 
give up the court. I always want to see guys that are like that, they 
compete.” 

Note: Amalie Arena is unlikely to serve as an emergency shelter due to 
its ice surface, but the Yuengling Center on USF’s campus in Tampa 
(which is managed by the Vinik Sports Group) is expected to be made 
available to residents evacuating flood zones. 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 09.27.2022 

1253106 Florida Panthers 

 

Matthew Tkachuk makes debut and Spencer Knight stars: More Panthers 
preseason takeaways 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 10:36 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers did not let Spencer Knight ease his way into the 
2022-23 NHL season. 

The star goaltender faced 20 shots in less than 30 minutes in his first 
appearance of the preseason Monday. Knight saved 19 of those shots, 
nearly doing enough for the Panthers to sweep a doubleheader with the 
Nashville Predators on their first day of the preseason. 

Instead, one bad defensive-zone giveaway by defenseman Marc Staal 
set up star left wing Filip Forsberg to beat Knight in the first period and 
Florida dropped Game 2, 4-0, at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Panthers won Game 1 in overtime on a last-second goal by star 
center Aleksander Barkov. 

PANTHERS’ TKACHUK MAKES QUIET DEBUT 
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The second game marked the Florida debut for Matthew Tkachuk, who 
partnered up with centers Sam Bennett and Sam Reinhart on the 
Panthers’ top line. 

Florida, of course, landed Tkachuk in July as part of a blockbuster deal 
with the Calgary Flames. The Panthers shipped All-Star left wing 
Jonathan Huberdeau and star defenseman MacKenzie Weegar up to 
Canada to bring the All-Star right wing to Florida, hoping the 24-year-old 
Canadian would bring some of the intensity the Panthers felt they missed 
during their second-round exit from the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

His debut was mostly a quiet one, though. Tkachuk didn’t put a shot on 
goal, but his line was easily Florida’s best in the second game. When the 
first line was on the ice, the Panthers outshot the Predators, 6-1, and 
Tkachuk was active whenever he was out there, getting in the middle of 
scrums and generating Florida’s best scoring chance in the second 
period when he set up defenseman Brandon Montour with a no-look 
pass. He also played on the Panthers’ top power-play and penalty-kill 
units, and finished with a hit, a takeaway and a blocked shot. 

Florida got outshot 38-25, but it was mostly because of the play of its 
bottom two lines, which featured six players almost certain not to make 
the NHL team. 

KNIGHT GETS PLENTY OF WORK 

The Panthers still have four more preseason games to get Knight some 
work before the regular season begins next month, but the 21-year-old 
American might have gotten enough Monday alone. 

Knight only played 29:56 in Nashville and still he faced 20 shots, 
including 18 in the first period. 

The goalie was the clear star for Florida in Game 2, mostly surviving the 
Predators’ first-period flurry and making one spectacular stop in the 
second when he stretched out his right leg to cover up nearly the entire 
goal after a giveaway behind his own net. 

The only goal Knight gave up also came off a bad giveaway in the 
defensive zone. A Staal pass from behind the net went straight to 
Forsberg, who ripped a shot through traffic for the game-winning goal 
with 5:37 left in the first. 

Nashville scored thrice more in the third period against backup 
goaltender Alex Lyon. 

Miami Herald LOADED: 09.27.2022 

1253107 Florida Panthers 

 

Takeaways from new-look Panthers’ preseason opener: Eetu dazzles; 
Staal, Balcers debut 

 

By David Wilson 

September 26, 2022 6:48 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers didn’t even have to wait until the second period of 
their first preseason game to put together the type of highlight-reel play 
their fans got used to seeing last year. 

They were on a penalty kill in the final minute of the first period in Game 
1 of a doubleheader against the Nashville Predators on Monday when 
Aleksander Barkov stole the puck in the defensive zone and sprung Eetu 
Luostarinen and Santtu Kinnunen for a 2-on-1 chance. Luostarinen, the 
Panthers’ fourth-line center a year ago, acted like he was going to pass, 
then tapped the puck back through his legs after the Predators’ defender 
moved toward Kinnunen and fired a shot into the top left corner of the 
net. 

Florida’s first goal of the 2022-23 NHL season was an absolute beauty 
and the Panthers began the preseason with a 4-3, overtime win on a 
buzzer-beater by Barkov in the first game of a doubleheader in Nashville. 

Florida split its training-camp roster in two squads for a pair of games at 
Bridgestone Arena the first group — headlined by Barkov, star 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad and star goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky; All-
Star right wing Matthew Tkachuk was in the second group — provided 
the first taste of what the Panthers might look like this season. 

Panthers’ depth, skill still there 

The Luostarinen goal summed up so much of what made Florida great 
last year and should still make the Panthers great this year. 

The 24-year-old forward anchored one of the best fourth lines in hockey 
last year and will probably be in the same spot in the lineup this season, 
which is good news for Florida because he’s probably overqualified for 
his fourth-line role. 

Luostarinen is rock solid defensively and the flashy first-period goal was 
unlike anything the Finn did last season. 

The opening-game roster was more a showcase of depth than top-end 
talent — most of the likely second- and third-line players were set to play 
in Game 2 on Mondayhe — and there were positive moments from plenty 
of those fringe players. Rookie center Aleksi Heponiemi, 23, put two 
shots on goal, was part of about half a dozen scoring chances and 
eventually got a look on the top line. Eric Staal, the six-time All-Star 
center on a professional tryout, posted three shots and was in on about a 
dozen scoring chances, too. Even 18-year-old left wing prospect Kai 
Schwindt scored a goal in the second period. 

Staal makes good first impression 

Staal’s line with Heponiemi and left wing Ryan Lomberg was Florida’s 
most consistently dangerous group in Game 1 — the Panthers outshot 
the Predators, 6-3, when they were on the ice and Lomberg scored in the 
third period — and Staal helped elevate the play of just about any young 
player he played with. 

Florida’s first good scoring chance of the game came in the first four 
minutes, when Staal and Lomberg won a battle on the right-hand boards 
and Lomberg fed Denisenko in the slot for an open shot, which he fired 
just wide. Staal later was party of a pretty crossover passing play with 
Denisenko to tee up Kinnunen for a shot on goal, and later teamed up 
with right wing prospect Logan Hutsko to generate a pair of dangerous 
scoring chances. 

At 35, Staal is obviously not the athlete he used to be — he got beaten 
down the ice for a breakaway goal in the second period — but coach 
Paul Maurice gave the forward plenty of opportunities on both the power 
play and penalty kill in his Panthers debut. He looks capable of filling a 
Joe Thornton-style role, if the Florida decides it wants a veteran 
presence like Thornton, still a free agent, provided last season. 

Verhaeghe-Barkov-Balcers line debuts 

The right wing spot next to Barkov and left wing Carter Verhaeghe has 
been a revolving door ever since they got together near the top line at the 
start of the 2020-21 NHL season, and Rudolfs Balcers is getting the first 
crack there this year. 

The 25-year-old winger signed a one-year deal with the Panthers in July, 
looking for a second chance after the San Jose Sharks unexpectedly 
bought out his contract, and he couldn’t ask for a better opportunity. 

Plenty came Monday, even though he couldn’t quite find the back of the 
net. Balcers led Florida with four shots on goal, also playing some with 
Staal and Lomberg. 
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Instant Takeaways, Part I: Florida Panthers 4, Nashville Predators 3 (OT) 

 

Colby Guy4-5 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

The Florida Panthers opened the 2022-23 preseason with an 4-3 
overtime win over the host Nashville Predators on Monday afternoon at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Captain Sasha Barkov got the win for the Panthers as he scored just 
before the end of overtime. 

Eetu Luostarinen opened the scoring with a shorthanded goal on the 
breakaway. He made a between-the-legs move before dragging it into a 
shot that beat Connor Ingram over his shoulder with 42 seconds left in 
the first period. 

The Panthers found themselves on the penalty kill three times during the 
first period — all because of Radko Gudas penalties — but left the first 
period unscathed. 

Florida picked up where it left off early in the second period. 

Kai Schwindt threw the Panthers’ first shot of the period on net from the 
point and trickled off Ingram’s pad and in. 

Juuso Parsinnen quickly got that goal back, scoring a breakaway goal on 
a high blocker-side shot on Nashville’s first shot of the second period. 

After the Panthers failed to convert on a 5-on-3 power play, Roland 
McKeown fired a wide-angle shot on net that bounced off of Gus 
Forsling’s stick and into the net. 

Ryan Lomberg gave the Panthers the lead back 1:21 into the third 
period, picking up a bounce off the boards and scoring from below the 
goal line. 

With 5:25 to go, Ryan Johansen deflected a Nino Niederreiter shot past 
Mack Guzda to tie the game back up. 

It appeared as though the game would be headed to a shootout but 
Barkov fired off a shot just as time was expiring. 

It took a bounce off of Alexandre Carrier’s stick and beat the buzzer to 
give the Panthers the win. 

Here are my takeaways from the Panthers’ preseason opener: 

Eetu Luostarinen was Florida’s best player on Monday afternoon. On top 
of his dazzling goal to start the game, he held sturdy on the Panthers’ 4-4 
penalty kill alongside Sasha Barkov on the top unit. 

Sergei Bobrovsky finished the game with 10 saves on 12 shots (.833) 
before being relieved by Mack Guzda following the second goal. The only 
one of the two goals that was on him was Parssinen’s breakaway goal — 
a weak blocker side shot he could have stopped. The last goal pinballed 
on him a bit and bounced over his shoulder. Overall a decent first start of 
the preseason. 

Calle Sjalin was very active in the offensive zone. The 23-year-old 
registered two shots and got an assist on the third goal when another 
shot took a bounce off the boards and right to Ryan Lomberg’s stick. 

Eric Staal was given a good deal of penalty kill time and played a strong 
game in the defensive zone. He also had a few scoring chances, with his 
best chance coming on a 5-on-3 power play. Staal had a nice shot at an 
open net in front of him but could not lift the puck over Ingram’s 
outstretched pad. 

Aleksi Heponiemi had some jump to his game early in the first period. He 
had a couple of Grade A scoring chances and set up Santtu Kinnunen on 
another one. 

Radko Gudas took three penalties in the first period — slashing, tripping 
and interference. After playing a relatively disciplined game last season, 
he seemed to lose it early on. He plays a very physical game but needs 
to find the same discipline he had in 2021-22. Hey, it’s Day 1. 

The Panthers will start Game 2 of their preseason doubleheader at 8:00 
p.m. It will be streamed here. 
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Huberdeau, Weegar Win Preseason Debut with Calgary Flames 

 

George Richards2-3 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

Although the scoreboard at the Calgary Saddledome misspelled 
MacKenzie Weegar’s first name prior to his first preseason game with his 
new team, Weegar and Jonathan Huberdeau got off to a rousing debut 
with the Flames on Sunday. 

Huberdeau scored on a power play and Weegar played 28 shifts and 
18:37as the Flames knocked out the visiting Canucks 4-0. 

“I got a little lucky on that goal, but it’s always fun to find the back of the 
net, even during preseason,” Huberdeau told reporters according to the 
Calgary Sun. 

“I want to be better. I want to be a really good player on this team and I 
think I just have to keep climbing and keep working hard.” 

Huberdeau and Weegar were playing in their first game with the Flames 
after coming over in the blockbuster deal which saw Matthew Tkachuk 
come to the Florida Panthers. 

Tkachuk will make his Panthers’ debut in the second game of Florida’s 
preseason doubleheader against the host Nashville Predators tonight at 
8. 

While Huberdeau and Weegar are going to have to get used to not 
wearing shorts and sandals to practice in January anymore, they’re also 
going to have to get used to not playing at sea level. 

Huberdeau said playing at game speed in the higher altitude will take an 
adjustment. 

“When you get winded on the third shift of the game, that makes a 
difference,” Huberdeau said. 

“I’m just going to get used to it. I’m obviously not used to being here. We 
still have two weeks of training camp, so it’s going to be good for the start 
of the season.” 
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‘It’s Not Easy:’ Aleksi Heponiemi Tries to Earn Spot with Florida Panthers 

 

George Richards3-4 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

CORAL SPRINGS — It was just over a year ago that Aleksi Heponiemi 
made his NHL debut with the Florida Panthers although it seems so 
much longer than that. 
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Heponiemi stepped onto the ice at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit on Jan. 
30, 2021, and got his rookie lap around an empty arena. 

It was a big night for Heponiemi — not only did he play in his first NHL 
game, but he scored his first goal as well. 

That goal put him in the Panthers’ record book as the first player to score 
an overtime goal in his NHL debut. 

Heponiemi is also just the fourth in NHL history to accomplish the feat. 

Again, that was a long time ago. 

Heponiemi has been all over the place since then but came into training 
camp this season ready to battle for a permanent role with the Panthers. 

Now 23, Heponiemi is in his fourth season with the Panthers and is no 
longer on his entry level contract. 

That means if he does not make the Panthers this time around, Florida 
would have to try and sneak him through waivers to place him in 
Charlotte. 

Heponiemi would rather just start the season with the Panthers and not 
worry about all that stuff. 

”This camp is not that different for me because I am here to work hard 
and earn a spot,” said Heponiemi, who will play in Florida’s first 
preseason game today in Nashville at 4 p.m. 

“We have a lot of good players fighting with me for a spot so I just have 
to work hard. They are pushing us to run at at a fast speed and I think 
that suits my game. I’m just pushing hard. The first preseason game isn’t 
easy but you want to go out there and show your best out there. I’m 
going to be ready to play.” 

Although Heponiemi got in nine games with the Panthers during that 
2021 Covid season, most of that year was spent practicing with the 
team’s taxi squad. 

Last season, Heponiemi spent much of the time in Charlotte as he got 
some real traction with consistent playing time. 

That should help him in trying to snare one of the few spots on this year’s 
Florida team. 

The Panthers are up against the salary cap and do not have many 
positions open. The ones they do are going to have stiff competition with 
the likes of future Hall of Famer Eric Staal being one of the suitors for 
them. 

Heponiemi knows this is a tough team to break in with and knows that 
firsthand. 

That seems to be just fine with him. 

If he can make it with the Panthers, he rations, he’s doing alright. 

”With the players we have here, it is so hard to crack the team,” he said. 
“You really have to earn a spot here. Nothing is given. It is not easy. If 
you play good enough you will make this team and if you do not, well, 
you won’t. 

”So you just have to work, work and work and keep moving forward. 
Being able to play some NHL games certainly helps when it comes to 
being more comfortable, having some confidence and being around this 
team helps as well. You really get a feel for these guys.” 
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Florida Panthers Open Preseason with Nashville Doubleheader 

 

George Richards4-5 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

CORAL SPRINGS — The Florida Panthers have completed the first four 
days of training camp and will fly to Tennessee on Monday morning for a 
preseason doubleheader against the Nashville Predators. 

The rosters for the two games are below with new coach Paul Maurice 
loading up with veteran players in both games. 

”They’re all playing, every single Florida Panthers who is healthy is 
playing,” Maurice said. “I couldn’t justify leaving five veteran players 
back. 

”We’re taking the team. There are 40 (lineup) spots open and we’ll fill in 
with young players and those trying to make the team. But everyone is 
playing.” 

Maurice said goalies Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight will play. 
Both should play about 30 minutes. 

The first game is scheduled for a 4 p.m. start from Bridgestone Arena in 
Nashville; Game 2 is set for 8. 

The game will be streamed on the Nashville Predators website. 

“We will look at some players who will be future Florida Panthers before 
they get returned back to their other teams and then we’ll look at players 
who will be competing for the open spots,” Maurice said. 

Sasha Barkov, Aaron Ekblad and Bobrovsky will play in the first game; 
Matthew Tkachuk, Sam Bennett, San Reinhart and Knight go in the 
second. 

Patric Hornqvist is one of the few regulars who will not play. 

Florida, which opened camp with 55 players, will make its initial cuts 
following Monday’s game with the first moves being junior players 
returned to their teams in Canada. 

The Panthers will have four preseason games remaining — including 
Thursday night against Carolina in Sunrise — and Maurice is expected to 
give players battling for the handful of available roster spots the longest 
looks. 

Although the Florida roster is pretty much locked down, there are a 
couple of forward positions and at least one spot for a defenseman up for 
grabs barring injury. 

As for the Panthers’ players, getting the chance to get back into a game 
situation is welcomed especially following four intense workouts to start 
training camp. 

”I know it’s preseason, but we look at it like an opportunity to go out there 
and show what you have improved on over the summer,” said 
defenseman Matt Kiersted. “We get to see how much better we got in the 
offseason.” 

After today, Florida will play Carolina and Tampa Bay two times each 
before the regular season opener Oct. 13 against the host New York 
Islanders. 

— Two players who definitely will not play today are Zac Dalpe and 
Justin Sourdif who have been sidelined the past few days with what 
Maurice said are minor injuries. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Game 1, 4 p.m. 

Defensemen: 3 Matt Kiersted; 5 Aaron Ekblad; 7 Radko Gudas; 42 
Gustav Forsling; 75 Santtu Kinnunen; 79 Calle Sjalin 

Forwards: 12 Eric Staal; 14 Grigori Denisenko; 16 Sasha Barkov; 20 
Aleksi Heponiemi; 23 Carter Verhaeghe; 27 Eetu Luostarinen; 36 Patrick 
Giles; 38 Rudolfs Balcers; 41 Henry Bowlby; 89 Logan Hutsko; 94 Ryan 
Lomberg; 97 Kai Schwindt 
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Canada lifting COVID-19 restrictions, easing cross-border travel for 
unvaccinated athletes 

 

The Athletic Staff3-4 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

The Canadian government is dropping its COVID-19 border measures for 
all travelers entering the country, regardless of citizenship, Health 
Minister Jean-Yves Duclos announced Monday. Under the new 
measures, which will take effect Saturday, travelers will no longer be 
required to show proof of vaccination against COVID-19 or wear face 
masks on planes and trains. 

The restrictions had impacted professional sports as unvaccinated 
players from MLB, the NBA, NHL and MLS were unable to enter Canada. 
The change comes as the Toronto Blue Jays are vying for a playoff spot 
and will allow potential opponents to bring unvaccinated players to 
Rogers Center for the postseason. 

“We are announcing that the government of Canada will not renew the 
order in council that expires Sept. 30 and will therefore remove all 
COVID-19 border requirements for all travelers entering Canada,” Duclos 
told a news conference 

Other measures to be lifted on Oct. 1 include: 

Submitting public health information through the ArriveCAN app or 
website 

Undergoing pre- or on-arrival COVID-19 testing 

Monitoring and reporting if individuals develop symptoms of COVID-19 
after arriving in Canada 

Although the mask mandate will be lifted next month, Duclos said it is 
recommended for train and plane passengers to wear face coverings 
while traveling to help reduce the transmission of COVID-19. 

Last week, a group of Parliament members and border-city mayors  

Published an open letter to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 
U.S. President Joe Biden asking them to lift the border rules. The group 
said lifting the COVID-19 measures would allow border communities to 
recover from the pandemic. 

Canada’s current measures require travelers to have received at least 
two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine accepted by the government or at 
least one dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Individuals must have 
received their second dose at least 14 days before entering the country 
and provide proof of their vaccination in ArriveCAN ahead of their trip. 
Travelers must also have no signs or symptoms of COVID-19 at the time 
of their trip. 

Last month, the NHL announced the COVID-19 protocol for the 
upcoming 2022-23 season. 

With Canada/U.S. border restrictions still in place at the time of the 
protocol, the policy outlines that NHL teams can suspend unvaccinated 
players who are unable to participate in club activities due to their 
vaccination status. Teams can also require said players to forfeit the 
equivalent of one day’s pay for each day the players miss in line with 
local, provincial/state or federal health regulations. 
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2022-23 NHL team previews: Projections and ranking of every NHL team 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille2-2 minutes 
26/09/2022 

 

Welcome to The Athletic’s 2022-23 edition of the team season previews, 
a deep dive into what to expect from each team for the upcoming season 
by Sean Gentille, Shayna Goldman, and Dom Luszczyszyn. 

Between Sept. 19 and Oct. 4, we’re previewing all 32 NHL teams in order 
of predicted regular-season finish, according to Dom’s model. But we’re 
not going to unveil the order at once — you’ll have to come back here 
each day as we publish two new previews. 

Beyond the projected point total and playoff finish, you’ll find one big 
question pressing each team, a wildcard player that might have an 
unexpected impact on the forecast, a roster breakdown, and a best and 
worst case scenario for each team. 

Here are some references to explain how this all works and the links to 
each team will be here every morning. 

• How these projections work 

• How these projections performed last season 

• Understanding projection uncertainty  

The rankings 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

27. Columbus Blue Jackets 

26. San Jose Sharks 

25. Anaheim Ducks 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

23. Seattle Kraken 

22. Winnipeg Jets 

21. Ottawa Senators 

20. New York Islanders 

19. New Jersey Devils 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

17. St. Louis Blues 
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QMJHL predictions for 2022-23: Scott Wheeler picks conference 
winners, top prospects, and more 

 

Scott Wheeler9-11 minutes 26/09/2022 

 

The 2022-23 major junior hockey season is here. The WHL and QMJHL 
both kicked off their respective regular seasons over the weekend, and 
the OHL will follow suit Thursday with the start of its own. 
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Today, we kick off our three-day series teeing up each league with the 
QMJHL. 

Here’s my primer for all 18 teams, as well as my predicted division 
winners, conference winners, league champions, leading scorers, bets 
on each league’s top players by position, drafted and draft-eligible names 
to watch, and a whole lot more to get you set for the return of the CHL. 

Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 

Maritimes Division 

Winner: Halifax Mooseheads 

The Mooseheads, even after losing captain Elliot Desnoyers to the pro 
ranks and recently trading Canes prospect Bobby Orr to Gatineau to 
make room for others who they felt were owed greater opportunities in 
the top-nine, remain a competitive team. Jordan Dumais (Blue Jackets) 
and Zachary L’Heureux (Predators) could both be 100-point players. The 
undrafted Markus Vidicek should be one of the best passers in the 
league this year. They’ve brought in 19-year-old import defenceman 
David Moravec, who has 70 games of professional experience under his 
belt, to play alongside Sharks prospect Jake Furlong (who I’m higher on 
than most as an excellent two-way guy) and Flames prospect Cameron 
Whynot. Twenty-year-old Evan Boucher, who stepped into the league 
and immediately became a point-per-game player last year, will be 
looking to earn a pro deal after getting his first NHL taste at Flames 
rookie camp too. Watch out also for preseason scoring leader and 2023 
draft-eligible Mathieu Cataford (10 points in three games even with just 
one goal on 12 shots!) to take a step after a strong 51-in-67 rookie 
season last year. 

After back-to-back competitive seasons, the Acadie-Bathurst Titan still 
have a decent core of top defenceman Miguel Tourigny (Canadiens), top 
forward Riley Kidney (Canadiens), winger Jacob Melanson (Kraken) and 
goaltender Jan Bednar (Red Wings), but face a tough decision on 
whether to give it one last push or parlay that group for futures. 

The Cape Breton Eagles will be interesting if they get import draft pick 
and Sabres first-rounder Jiri Kulich after Sabres camp (he’d be one of the 
best players in the league immediately), but that doesn’t sound likely 
(although it doesn’t hurt that they have Czech countryman Ivan Ivan 
already). Captain Jeremy Langlois (Coyotes) is a C-grade prospect who 
is worth tracking, too. They’re really building around 2022 QMJHL draft 
No. 1 pick Tomas Lavoie, who by all accounts is going to be an excellent 
two-way defenceman, though. 

In Charlottetown, the Islanders are moving into a new phase after losing 
stars Xavier Simoneau (Canadiens), Lukas Cormier (Golden Knights), 
and Patrick Guay (Golden Knights) to the pro ranks. But William Trudeau 
(Canadiens) should be one of the league’s better D and import Jakub 
Brabenec (Golden Knights) has all of the tools he needs to follow-up a 
strong first season in North America with a breakout year 

Draft-eligible D prospect Etienne Morin is probably the biggest draw in 
Moncton but I expect Rangers prospect and third-year import Maxim 
Barbashev to break past a point per game too. 

The Memorial Cup-champion Sea Dogs are fully committed to a rebuild 
and will, I suspect, try to move Lightning prospect Cameron MacDonald 
and undrafted standouts Peter Reynolds and Brady Burns. 

West Division 

Winner: Gatineau Olympiques 

The Olympiques are going to be titans in the CHL this year, and 
deserved to be slotted higher than their No. 6 slotting in the CHL’s 
season-opening top 10 ranking. You go down the list and it’s an 
impressive group. Zach Dean (Golden Knights). Tristan Luneau (Ducks). 
Olivier Nadeau (Sabres). Noah Warren (Ducks). Manix Landry (Coyotes). 
Isaac Belliveau (Penguins). Haakon Hanelt (Capitals). Bobby Orr 
(Hurricanes). Samuel Savoie (Blackhawks). That’s nine drafted NHL 
prospects and doesn’t even include the diminutive Antonin Verreault, the 
No. 2 pick in the 2020 QMJHL draft, fresh off an invite to Oilers rookie 

camp, defenceman Olivier Boutin (invited to Avalanche rookie camp), or 
20-year-old Cole Cormier (just back from Coyotes rookie camp). 

The Aramda were meant to be a contender after trading several high 
picks for 100-point men Josh Lawrence and Patrick Guay this summer, 
but they won’t get to see the latter after he signed an AHL contract with 
the Henderson Silver Knights a couple of weeks ago. Still, though, 
Lawrence joins 18-year-olds Alexis Gendron (Flyers) and Brayden 
Schmitt (an Avalanche rookie camp invite). 

Top 2022 QMJHL draft pick Bill Zonnon (drafted No. 6 out of New York 
prep school Northwood School), who doesn’t turn 16 until a couple of 
weeks from now, is the only real draw in Rouyn-Noranda. He was 
impressive in his first QMJHL preseason, with a stat line of 7-4-4-8. 

Foreurs captain and Hurricanes prospect Justin Robidas is worth the 
price of admission in Val-d’Or and is capable of putting up numbers on 
his own as a hard-working playmaker whose 5-foot-8 frame almost goes 
unnoticed. 

East Division 

Winner: Quebec Remparts 

The Remparts are all-in for the second season in a row, with an 
impressive group led by first-round pick Zachary Bolduc (Blues) and 
overage captain Theo Rochette, as well as a strong supporting cast up 
front made up of power forward Nathan Gaucher (Ducks), speedster 
James Maletesta, Panthers second-rounder Evan Nause, and import 
defenceman Vsevolod Komarov (Sabres). 

The Rimouski Oceanic have just two NHL prospects (Hurricanes goalie 
prospect Patrik Hamrla and Bruins D prospect Frederic Brunet) but will 
be worth keeping an eye on because of 2022 QMJHL draft fifth-overall 
pick defenceman Spencer Gill, 2022 ninth-overall pick Quinn Kennedy, 
and 2023 draft eligible Luke Coughlin. 

Chicoutimi made six (!) picks in the first 23 selections of the 2022 QMJHL 
draft, selecting forward Maxim Masse third, forward Sacha Boisvert 12th, 
defenceman Xavier Veilleux 16th, forward Jeremy Leroux 18th, goalie 
Luciano Ruggerio 19th, and forward Marek Beaudoin 23rd. That will 
make them a worthwhile stop for scouts over the next three years. They 
also traded this summer for 18-year-old Blues fifth-rounder Marc-Andre 
Gaudet. 

Were it not for ultra-talented 2024 NHL Draft prospect Justin Poirier (the 
short but stocky little brother of Flames prospect Jeremie Poirier), who 
the Drakkar snagged with the fourth pick in the 2022 QMJHL draft and 
who just scored five goals and eight points in five preseason games, 
there may not have been a team in the Q with less to offer than Baie-
Comeau Drakkar. They were the only team in the league that didn’t send 
a single player to an NHL rookie camp or tournament this year. Poirier 
looks like the real deal though. He has wowed me over tape with his skill 
level. 

Central Division 

Winner: Sherbrooke Phoenix 

The Phoenix have legit title aspirations thanks to top Canadiens prospect 
Joshua Roy (last year’s scoring champion) and tried to make the most of 
their last year with him this summer by going out and acquiring Flames 
prospect Cole Huckins to add him to a group that already includes Roy, 
Ducks D prospect Tyson Hinds, Wild D prospect David Spacek (who 
should be one of the league’s best players at his position this year), and 
a strong group of five other kids who were invited to NHL camps this 
summer in Joseph Flemming (Golden Knights), Justin Gill (Canucks), 
Israel Mianscum (Canadiens), Milo Roelens (Senators), and goaltender 
Jakob Robillard (Senators). They’ve also got 2023 first-round candidate 
Ethan Gauthier, who should become a point per player this season. 

The Voltigeurs should be the second-best team in the Central, with 
towering Coyotes prospect Maveric Lamoureux and Red Wings prospect 
Oscar Plandowski anchoring their blue line, and a strong group of 
undrafted and soon-to-be-drafted talent up front that includes diminutive 
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assistant captains Justin Cote and Luke Woodworth, and top 2023 
prospect Tyler Peddle (who is going to fill nets with that shot of his). 
They’re building towards next year though. 

Though the Victoriaville Tigers are in a rebuild, 15-year-old goaltender 
Gabriel D’Aigle will be a fascinating case study after they drafted him with 
the No. 2 pick (!) in this year’s QMJHL draft. Because of his late-
November 2006 birthday, he’s not eligible for the NHL Draft until 2025. 

After their QMJHL title last year, the Shawinigan Cataractes are working 
their way back to square one, with 2023 NHL Draft D prospect Jordan 
Tourigny (an assistant captain with Team Canada at the Hlinka Gretzky 
Cup this summer) to build around. 

In 77 combined regular season and playoff games last year, Habs 
prospect Joshua Roy posted 142 points for Sherbrooke. (Vincent 
Lévesque-Rousseau / Sherbrooke Phoenix) 

Leading scorer 

Winner: Joshua Roy (Canadiens) 

Honourable mentions: Jordan Dumais (Blue Jackets), Zachary Bolduc 
(Blues) 

MVP 

Winner: Joshua Roy (Canadiens) 

Honourable mentions: Zachary Bolduc (Blues) 

Top defenceman 

Winner: Miguel Tourigny (Canadiens) 

Honourable mentions: Tristan Luneau (Ducks) 

Top rookie 

Winner: Justin Poirier (2024) 

Honourable mentions: Maxim Masse (2024), Bill Zonnon (2025) 

Top 2023 draft picks 

Ethan Gauthier 

Tyler Peddle 

Mathieu Cataford 

Honourable mentions: Jordan Tourigny, Etienne Morin. 

The President’s Cup (QMJHL champions) 

Winner: Gatineau Olympiques 

Runner-up: Quebec Remparts 
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ESPN / Matt Boldy, Marco Rossi and the future of the Minnesota Wild 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

8-10 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

MATT BOLDY LOVES playing hockey in Minnesota. The way the 
community supports the sport at all levels. The thousands of fans who 
watch the Minnesota Wild in warm-ups. And, if he's being honest, the 

level of celebrity an NHL player can attain after just 47 games in the 
show. 

"It's crazy. Everyone's a huge fan," the 21-year-old told ESPN. "Can't 
really go anywhere without getting recognized, which is pretty cool in a 
lot of ways." 

Of course, scoring 39 points in those 47 games can get one noticed. 
Being the rookie who helped power the Wild to their most successful 
regular season in franchise history will earn that recognition. 

Marco Rossi watched from afar as Boldy, who was his linemate with the 
AHL Iowa Wild, lived the NHL dream. They're both first-round draft picks 
and among the best young forward prospects in the league. Boldy was 
called up to contribute to the Wild while Rossi was getting his reps in the 
AHL, one year after COVID-19 complications nearly derailed his career. 

Was it inspiring? Like, if Boldy could do that in the NHL, could Rossi do 
that? 

"Yeah, of course," Rossi said with a laugh. "But I don't really like to focus 
too much about that." 

Rossi, 20, played two games with the Wild last season and hopes to play 
many more. 

"Every hockey player dreams, like since day one, to play hockey one day 
in the NHL. That's the best league in the world," Rossi said. "It would 
mean a lot for me, but I know nobody's gonna give it to me. You have to 
earn that spot." 

Boldy and Rossi are part of the wave of young players who have 
populated the Minnesota roster in recent seasons. Joel Eriksson Ek is 
26. Jordan Greenway is 25. So is Kirill Kaprizov, the franchise's biggest 
star and the face of that youth movement. One of the catalysts for the 
Wild's recent success is striking that balance every NHL team seeks to 
strike: Talented kids meshing with productive veterans such as Mats 
Zuccarello, Ryan Hartman and the majority of their defense corps. 

"We've got a good balance. I think part of the beauty of it is that the older 
guys embrace the youth," general manager Bill Guerin said. "They're 
excited to have Boldy on the team. They're excited about Marco. They're 
excited to see Greenway and Ek take steps in their careers. They're not 
threatened by them at all. They want them to be good and they help 
them. They just want to win. And they realize we all need each other to 
do that." 

Now it's up to Boldy and Rossi to reward that excitement. 

DID BOLDY OUTPERFORM Guerin's expectations last season? 

"One hundred percent," the Wild GM said with a laugh. 

Boldy was drafted 12th overall in 2019 as a highly skilled winger from the 
U.S. National Team Development Program. It was a banner year for that 
program, which produced Boldy, first overall pick Jack Hughes, Trevor 
Zegras and Cole Caufield, among others in that draft class. 

He spent two seasons at Boston College, earning a spot in the final 10 
for the Hobey Baker Award as a sophomore. He joined the Wild 
organization in March 2021 and was hyped as being part of that young 
wave of talented forwards set to power the roster. 

"It's so cool, honestly, just to be considered in that category with Kirill, 
watching him every day," Boldy said. "You look up to those guys. You 
want to be as good as Kirill. You soak up everything they have to say. 
But you gotta go out there and earn that. It's about going up there and 
earning your way into that spot." 

Last season, Boldy earned a valuable spot in the Wild lineup: playing the 
vast majority of his minutes with Kevin Fiala, the forward who posted 33 
goals and 85 points. He won't have the same luxury this season. Fiala 
was traded to the Los Angeles Kings; his next contract was going to be 
too rich for the Wild's salary-cap situation. 
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"Kev's awesome. I mean, I'd be lying to you if I said I wasn't a little bit 
disappointed seeing him go," Boldy said. "I get it. There's a lot of 
business to hockey too. But he's an awesome player. He's an awesome 
teammate. So it's tough to see him go, but that's kind of the nature of the 
game. You gotta find different ways to score and build chemistry with 
different players. And we got plenty of players on our team that are really 
good and that can hopefully make me a better player." 

Guerin scoffed at the idea that Boldy might be negatively impacted by 
Fiala's departure. 

"I'm not worried at all. Kevin's a good player," Guerin said. "Look, I'm 
sure that Colorado would love to have [Nazem] Kadri back. I'm sure 
Calgary wanted [Johnny] Gaudreau and [Matthew] Tkachuk back. You 
lose good players. That's what happens. 

"Matt Boldy's going to be fine. As much as Kevin helped him, he helped 
Kevin." 

What Guerin is more concerned about is how Boldy adjusts to his 
opponents' adjustments. 

"The thing about these second-year players is that you're not a secret 
anymore. Everyone knows how good you are," Guerin said. "A veteran 
defenseman knows that if he doesn't play Matt Boldy hard, he's going to 
get burned. Sometimes that takes a second for a second-year forward to 
learn. It's like, 'Hey, these guys are playing me differently.' And it's like, 
yeah, because you're good." 

MARCO ROSSI DOESN'T want to be defined by COVID-19. That much 
is clear. 

"We don't try to think too much about what happened like last year," he 
said. "I focus and think more in the future than the past right now." 

Rossi left Wild training camp in February 2021 because of complications 
from COVID-19, for which he had tested positive the previous November. 
Rossi was diagnosed with myocarditis, an inflammation of the heart 
muscle. He returned to Austria to recover with family and resumed 
training in June 2021. He played 63 games in the AHL along with his 
brief stint with the Wild in January. 

"The hardest part was to stay patient. It's not gonna be done in two 
weeks or something like that," he said. "After the recovery time, you gotta 
come back to training and try to get better and that's not easy." 

Rossi said that in the beginning of his comeback, he worried too much 
about his heart. Was it really healthy? He'd feel something in his chest 
during training and worry. It took a while for him to fully believe that he 
was 100 percent as the doctors were telling him. 

"Health-wise, it was a scare. But he's come back from it. He's healthy," 
Guerin said. 

Rossi was drafted No. 9 overall in 2020 by the Wild as a dynamic 
offensive center for the OHL Ottawa 67's. Born in Austria, Rossi 
remembers navigating through some cultural differences in North 
America. Like, for example, the affinity for one of his favorite sports. 

"Three years ago, I was talking in Ottawa that I like to watch Formula 
One," he recalled. "Not many guys knew what that really was or how it 
worked." 

Things change. 

"They promote it so good right now," Rossi said. "I mean, with the Netflix 
show, it's now something that so many people watch." 

Rossi has his engine primed for the NHL but doesn't know if he's in the 
race yet. The expectation is that he'll make the leap to the main roster, 
but both Guerin and Rossi said that's contingent on a strong training 
camp. 

"I think he'll do very well. He's a smart kid. He analyzes where he's at. 
There's no secret to his work ethic and his competitiveness," Guerin said. 

"I think his game will transition well, but he has to do it right off the hop. 
He has gotta come in and prove himself." 

Boldy, his friend and potential linemate, thinks he will. 

"He can play," Boldy said, laughing. "I think he's just a really, really good 
skater. Really good on his edges. He's got a lot of speed. He's smart and 
scores goals. He can pass. He's kind of got it all. He's definitely got every 
tool that you need to be successful." 

The Wild have the tools now, too, thanks to this balance between 
established talents and emerging ones such as Boldy and Rossi. 

"It's really good. It's a good mix between us," Rossi said. "Because like 
the younger kids can learn a lot from the older guys and even like the 
older guys can learn a lot from the young guys. You can see everyone 
likes each other. That helps a team to push it all the way to the end." 

ESPN LOADED: 09.27.2022 

1253188 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notebook: Malgin earns shot at greatest 
lineup void, Marner beefs up 

 

Luke Fox 

September 26, 2022, 3:27 PM 

 

TORONTO — Maybe, just maybe, the jury is still out. 

Eleven out of 12 armchair GMs have long ruled the Florida Panthers the 
runaway winners of the 2020 Mason Marchment–for–Denis Malgin trade. 

Rightly so, with the undersized Malgin spending the past two campaigns 
whizzing around the Swiss league and the bruising Marchment breaking 
out with an 18-goal, 47-point contribution to the Presidents’ Trophy 
champs. 

Yet Malgin — once written off as a skillsy European whose skill only 
translates at home — is back in Toronto, making another go of it after a 
couple of point-per-game tours through his home country and a 12-point 
splash at May’s world championship. 

Sharpen the blade, but don’t saw off that trade tree limb quite yet. 

“NHL is the best league in the world, so you always have that mind to 
come back,” the 25-year-old says. “That was my goal.” 

The most dangerous scorer on last winter’s edition of the Zurich Lions 
(hey, Auston Matthews’ alma mater!), Malgin saw plenty of ice time in all 
situations and earned coach Rikard Gronborg’s trust. 

Malgin arrives at Toronto’s tryouts with a silent determination to outwork 
and out-impress several cap-friendly wingers battling to make the final 
cut. 

Several have noted his poise and confidence. 

During Malgin’s first pre-season contest Saturday, he shone alongside 
William Nylander and found the net. 

On Monday, the speedy five-foot-nine waterbug was given those coveted 
second-line left wing reps with Nylander and captain John Tavares, 
finishing off a couple of tic-tac-toe rushes. 

“Well, he's probably just a little bit more familiar with his surroundings. 
Even just off the ice, he's a pretty quiet, shy kinda guy, but you can tell 
he's opening up a lot more. And obviously (he) had a really good season 
overseas and just seems really confident in his game,” Tavares says. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 27, 2022 

 

“I thought we moved the puck amongst each other well, so I think Malgs 
has got a lot of potential and obviously a really strong skillset.” 

Nylander concurs: “Tremendous little player.” 

While it would be foolish to pencil Malgin into the Leafs' opening night top 
six, the left-side hole on Tavares' unit is a biggie. 

Malgin may be the first to get some run there, but he won’t be the last. 
Calle Järnkrok, Adam Gaudette, Nick Robertson, Pierre Engvall and 
Alexander Kerfoot should all be in the mix. 

“In terms of John and Will, right away, I look at it as a job that is 
available. Guys can compete for that,” Keefe says. 

“It gives us an opportunity throughout this pre-season to try different 
things for what inevitability may occur in terms of injury or players moving 
around throughout the season. We will get different looks at things as we 
get going.” 

Right now, Malgin is getting his look. 

So far, it’s a bright one. 

"It's hard for a guy like him to really pop in the practices," Keefe says. 
"He's a highly-skilled guy that makes plays and can make a difference 
offensively. He was good in the first two days. He was excellent 
(Saturday). 

“Every time he touched the puck, it seemed like something good was 
happening with it.” 

Marner bulks up, lightens up 

Compare Mitchell Marner’s 2021 training camp to Mitchell Marner’s 2022 
training camp and two things stand out. 

He’s happier and heavier. 

In the fall of 2021, the magical playmaker looked tight. His exchanges 
with reporters, at times, bordered on tense. Understandably, Toronto’s 
ugly playoff collapse to Montreal — and his goal-less performance over 
those seven games — had lingering effects. 

Remember, before he erupted for his career-best 97-point tear, Marner 
couldn’t find the net in the first eight games of 2021-22. 

Smiling, joking and buzzing, Marner looks every milligram like his true 
self these days. From the cheap seats, one could hear a couple of his 
giddy yelps during shifts of Saturday’s matinee exhibition win over 
Ottawa. His slippery ways drew two tripping penalties. And his meetings 
with the press have been easy and conversational. 

Newly engaged off the ice, Marner is fully engaged on it. 

“He continues to mature and learn more and more about himself,” 
Tavares says. “The dynamic of being in his role, his stature in the game 
and on the team, (he’s) more comfortable there. Year in and year out, 
you just learn more and have a better understanding. 

“Every year you want to get off to the fastest start possible. As careers go 
on, there's ups and downs at different points, and you learn to work 
through those. And how he started off last year, I don't think it's because 
he was playing poorly. But I think you saw tremendous progression in 
this game the second half.” 

The guy is at his best feeling loose. 

“Early indications are that he's come into camp looking good,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe says. “Certainly doesn't look like a guy who's resting on 
what he accomplished last season. He's looking to build on it.” 

One thing the six-foot right winger has already built on is his frame, 
muscling up from 172 pounds at this time last year to 181. 

He’s proud of the adjustments he made over the summer, primarily 
eating healthier with a focus on muscle-building nutrition. 

“It's not much of a jump, but it still is a couple pounds that make you feel 
a little stronger,” says Marner, who threw a career-high 75 hits last 
season. “Can kind of cut into the ice a little more, take guys on one-on-
one a little more. But we'll see when the real season starts. Now, it's just 
maintaining that weight and keeping healthy with it and seeing how I feel 
with it.” 

Teammate William Nylander has already noticed Marner throwing his 
heft around. 

“He’s looking good in battles, for sure. I noticed that right away from the 
start when I got here,” Nylander says. 

Praising Arizona 

Auston Matthews’ plan to host Marner at his desert home was spoiled 
last summer once the centreman opted for wrist surgery. 

But the linemates made good on a rain cheque last month, as Matthews 
flew out both his locally based wingers across the country for a fun week 
of work/play. 

“I thought it would be nice for them to get out of Toronto for a bit,” 
Matthews grins. “We just hung out and competed a lot. Played a lot of 
tennis, golf, ping pong, a bunch stuff. It was just a nice week to kind of 
relax, but also get some work in and get prepared for the season.” 

The paddle and racquet battles were just as competitive as the on-ice 
sessions. 

“It was great to get down this year,” Marner says. “We want to win in 
everything we do against each other.” 

Marner concedes that he is the third-best tennis player on the top line, 
but the Michael Bunting versus Matthews matches were intense. 

“Whatever they say, I dominated in tennis,” Bunting said. “We had some 
success together last year and it's fun playing with them. Hopefully we 
can keep rolling with that and keep building off that chemistry.” 

Steph Curry took note that Marner was repping his jersey on Matthews’ 
sport court. 

    Thanks for the love Mitch!!  

“Curry's always been my guy,” says Marner, sketching a parallel. “A 
shorter guy and a lot of people didn't think he would turn out. A lot of 
people doubted him. What he's done in the game of basketball has been 
remarkable and something special to watch as a fan. The work he puts 
into his craft that shows every day on the court is impressive.” 

One-Timers: Five days into camp and Jake Muzzin (back soreness) has 
yet to join teammates on the ice. He and Pierre Engvall (foot/ankle) 
skated on a separate pad…. Stay-at-home defenceman Jordie Benn got 
a look beside Morgan “Green Light” Rielly…. Adam Gaudette missed 
Monday’s practice due to a shoulder injury suffered against Ottawa on 
Saturday and is listed as day to day…. David Kämpf was absent due for 
personal reasons…. Tavares’s first impression of the Maple Leafs’ first 
draft pick of 2022, Fraser Minten, with whom he skated in the summer: 
“Very heady player. Smart. Just a joy to be around. I think he’s a 
tremendous kid. We have a good one in him.”… Starter Matt Murray will 
take the ice at Scotiabank Arena Wednesday for the first time wearing 
the crest of the team he grew up rooting for. “It'll be cool, for sure,” 
Murray says. “But I'm trying to get the most out of it and prepare for 
Game 1 of the season. (Wednesday) is the first step toward that. So, I'm 
just hoping to enjoy it and make the most of it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Defensive pairings starting to take 
shape 
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Mark Spector 

September 27, 2022, 1:22 AM 

 

Win 4-0 at home, lose 3-0 on the road. So goes the NHL’s pre-season, 
as an out-manned Edmonton Oilers roster lost a game in Seattle on 
Monday night. 

Edmonton had a five-minute power play sandwiched around the second 
intermission but it was clumsy. The only goal scored was a shorty by 
Seattle. 

"That wasn’t our power play," chuckled veteran Devin Shore. "When the 
real games start, we’ve got other guys who will bump those numbers up. 
There are a couple of things we’d like to execute a little better, but we’ll 
get the big boys out when it matters." 

Two minor penalties marked Mattias Janmark’s pre-season debut, while 
Jake Virtanen went pointless with one shot on goal for the second 
straight game, as his PTO with the Oilers winds down what looks to be a 
fruitless road. He missed the net on an excellent chance Monday, after 
having trouble finding his range with four shots that never found the net 
on Sunday. 

Goaltenders Ryan Fanti and Olivier Rodrigue split the game, and Fanti 
faced by far the tougher half of hockey, allowing two goals to Rodrigue’s 
one. 

Expect a more veteran Oilers lineup for their third of eight pre-season 
games Wednesday night in Calgary. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

It looks like head coach Jay Woodcroft favours right-handed Tyson Barrie 
as a veteran partner to play alongside the left-shot rookie Philip Broberg. 

Woodcroft also said he sees Darnell Nurse playing with Cody Ceci, as 
they did last season, which leaves the middle pair of Brett Kulak and 
Evan Bouchard. 

Of course, Broberg has to make the team first, and Markus Niemelainen 
may have something to say about that. He had another strong night 
defensively Monday. 

“I'm looking forward to playing with him," Barrie said of Broberg. "You’re 
gonna see him develop and grow a lot here. We’ve only been practising 
together really. It’s hard to get a full read until you get into a game." 

Barrie and Broberg were each minus-1 Monday and led the Oilers in ice 
time with 24:28 and 22:18, respectively. 

They say a veteran has to know when to impart his wisdom when 
bringing a rookie along, and when to keep his mouth shut. When Barrie 
was a kid in Colorado, he had senior teammates like Jan Hejda, Greg 
Zanon and Ryan O’Byrne who took him under their wings. 

“I looked back when I was young, I had guys that I played with who 
helped me develop,” he said. “Whether the coach is hard on him, and 
you’re (saying), ‘Hey, don’t worry about it. Just keep playing.’ Or you’re 
the guy that’s got to say, ‘Hey, let’s get going here. We need more out of 
you.’ There’s a role to be had there as an older guy.” 

Kraken's Melanson receives match penalty for hit on Oilers' Hamblin 

Reid Schaefer was likely asked to pack heavy for the trip to Seattle. It’s 
expected the Oilers will leave him there to join his junior club — the 
WHL's Seattle Thunderbirds — after he played his second pre-season 
game Monday. 

Schaefer was expecting his junior team in the stands for a game that saw 
him get 14:26 of ice time. 

“I think they’re planning on coming down and watching, so that would be 
pretty cool,” he smiled. “My billet family will be down too, so it’ll be a 
special night for sure.” 

Schaefer has made the commensurate impression here at his first pro 
camp that a first-rounder should make. He hasn’t just been a passenger 
— he’s been noticeable in each game, and looks very much like 
someone who will be an NHL player one day. 

What is the biggest step up from junior? 

“Just the pace of play has been a big difference,” the 19-year-old said. 
“Obviously, the rookie tournament was a step up, and now with the big 
boys, it’s even a bigger step to keep up with them. It's an interesting 
adjustment for sure. But I’m having fun and it’s exciting.” 

Being at an NHL camp is awesome. But trading pucks with Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl? That’s priceless. 

“Yeah, I’ve talked to them a bit. Obviously, fanboying a little bit,” he 
laughed. “You watch them when you’re growing up, you watch them 
when you’re in junior, so it’s pretty special to be on the same ice and in 
the same vicinity as them. I'm just soaking it all in.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'It's exciting times': Mangiapane pairing with Kadri is likely 
potential for Flames 

 

Eric Francis 

September 26, 2022, 7:57 PM 

 

CALGARY — It’s a pairing Flames fans plan on getting used to. 

Andrew Mangiapane and Nazem Kadri. 

Two feisty, corner-dwellers with finish — a duo that could potentially lead 
the league in sparking post-whistle scrums. 

After nursing a lower body "tweak" by skating on his own the first four 
days of camp, Mangiapane finally joined his teammates Monday when he 
was promptly positioned alongside the team’s prized free agent signing 
of the summer. 

Funny, as what could be the start of something fantastically frustrating for 
the rest of the league could theoretically have started months earlier, 
when the two happened to be participating in the same summertime, 3-
on-3 skating sessions in the Toronto-area. 

“No, he was the captain of his gym there and he didn’t pick me,” 
deadpanned Mangiapane when asked if they’d ever teamed up before or 
after Kadri signed his seven-year, $49 million deal in Calgary. 

"I'm still a little ticked off." 

Once he gets to know how dogged and determined Mangiapane is on the 
puck, you can bet Kadri will be glad his new left-hand man is by his side. 

Fact is, had Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk returned, not only 
would there have been no cap room for a signing of Kadri’s magnitude, 
there’s also a good chance Mangiapane’s three-year, $17.4 million 
contract extension couldn’t have been squeezed in. 

“That definitely is a possibility there — if those guys stayed, maybe I 
wouldn’t be here,” said the 26-year-old winger. 
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“Maybe they would have to create space and all that. Obviously, they had 
to deal with Johnny and Chucky there and had to go through all that. I 
was secondary to that, but my plan was always to stay in Calgary. 

"I’m happy to be here and to be part of this team and hopefully we can do 
good things this year.” 

That certainly seems like a possibility for the man who scored 35 goals 
last season the hard way, without a single minute on the top line or top 
power play. 

Surely, after the departure of Tkachuk and Gaudreau, Mangiapane will 
be saddled with a heavier workload and a far more offensive-minded 
centre than Mikael Backlund. 

Expectations will rise, as will the temperature of most games, with him 
and Kadri pestering the opposition.          

“He obviously plays with that grit, and will get in there and muck it up and 
cause havoc,” said the 5-foot-10 Mangiapane, who plays like he’s a foot 
taller. 

“He’s also a skilled player who scores goals, and he’s smart away from 
the puck. He’s kind of the whole package.” 

The perfect man to help Mangiapane with a career progression that 
landed him 25th in league goal scoring, following an MVP performance at 
the 2021 IIHF World Hockey Championship. 

“Ya, I think he could work well with a lot of guys on our team,” said 
Mangiapane, a left-shooting winger, who will almost certainly play behind 
fellow lefty Jonathan Huberdeau on the depth chart.   

“I think he’s that type of player, when you play with him he makes others 
around him better.” 

But, as Mangiapne and other Flames players are careful to point out in 
Darryl Sutter’s world, “you don’t want to read too much into (the lines).” 

Huberdeau scored in the team’s first pre-season game Sunday while 
playing alongside Day 1 campmates, Elias Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli. 

While there is always the chance Mangiapane could move to the right 
side of the top unit, the most obvious fit would seem to be on his natural 
wing on the second line with Kadri — and whoever grabs the most 
sought-after opening in camp this year on the right side. 

It would appear that gig is Sonny Milano’s to lose, although plenty will 
ride on the PTOs’ showing over the next handful of pre-season 
competitions. 

Goals are expected to be at much more of a premium in Calgary this 
winter, as Gaudreau and Tkachuk accounted for 82 of the team's goals 
last season. 

Huberdeau (30 goals) and Kadri (28) should do well to help make up for 
that, but it goes without saying there’s pressure on Mangiapane to post 
another career season.  

Sutter has said as much with his insistence the key to success will be on 
players aged 23-28 in his lineup to take that next step. 

Mangiapane’s $5.8 million cap hit also ups expectations for the sixth-
round draft pick who is the team’s third-highest paid skater this season. 

“I think I’m planning to play the same way I have been, that’s my 
mentality going into camp, keep growing as a player and as an individual 
and helping the team wherever I can,” said the fan favourite. 

“I don’t know what’s going to happen with the lines, but it’s exciting times. 
We’ll see what happens. 

“I’m happy he's on our team now.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Owen Beck an unexpected standout in 
preseason competition vs. Devils 

 

Eric Engels 

September 27, 2022, 12:51 AM 

 

MONTREAL — It’s late in the first preseason game of the year when 
Owen Beck sees defenceman Jordan Harris step out to front his man 
along the boards. 

The 33rd-overall pick in the 2022 Draft can see Harris is a step late to the 
battle and instead of turning up ice to go on offence, he steps into Harris’ 
spot on defence and stays with his man in front of the Canadiens’ net. 
He’s scanning, swiveling his head from the battle ensuing between Harris 
and New Jersey Devils forward Jesper Boqvist to the one he’s personally 
engaged in, and he’s waiting for his opportunity to transition.  

Right as Harris pokes the puck off Boqvist’s stick, Beck jumps up to 
support the play up-ice, which is being guided by linemates Cole Caufield 
and Mike Hoffman.  

As he catches up in front of New Jersey’s net, the puck is shot from the 
point and he tips it to Devils goaltender Nico Daws, creating a Grade-A 
scoring chance for Caufield on the rebound.  

Then Beck hustles off the ice for a line change. 

These are the fine details, but the fine details are what Owen Beck’s 
game is made of. They carried him through an impressive showing at the 
Canadiens' rookie camp, they helped him establish a true presence in the 
first week of main camp, and they propelled him to the team’s first line — 
in captain Nick Suzuki’s absence — for this preseason opener. 

We noticed them all on Monday night. 

So did Martin St. Louis, who was asked which young player stood out 
most to him out of 2022 first-overall pick Juraj Slafkovsky, 2022 first-
rounder Filip Mesar and young defencemen Kaiden Guhle, Jordan 
Harris, Justin Barron. The Canadiens head coach said it was Beck. 

“I find Beck played a really good game for a youngster,” St. Louis started. 
“He was 59 per cent in faceoffs; it was impressive, and it’s always good 
to start with the puck." 

“He plays a very mature game,” the coach added. “Doesn’t play like an 
18-year-old. He was in tonight with Cole and Hoff, with Suzy being hurt 
right now. It’s an opportunity for him, and he took advantage of it.” 

Beck, who’s expected to go back to Mississauga for his second season 
with the OHL’s Steelheads, played 16 shifts and skated 17:22 in his first-
ever NHL preseason game. He had three shots on net, rang a blistering 
one off the bar for what was one of Montreal’s best scoring chances of 
this 2-1 loss and — yes, indeed — won 10 of 17 faceoffs. 

After the game, the Port Hope, Ont. native was in a pretty good mood. 

“I think there was a bit of an adjustment period for me,” Beck said, “but I 
don’t think it took too long for me to start playing my game again.” 

When asked where his confidence level was at following the experience, 
he said “It’s up there,” before spitting out, “You can’t get too high or too 
low.” 

“It’s amazing having that kind of trust from an NHL coach and being on 
the ice with Caufield and Hoffman — two very good NHL players,” Beck 
continued. “Getting that opportunity raises the confidence a little bit.” 

It should.  
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The 6-foot, 185-pound centre may not be in Montreal when camp breaks, 
but if he continues to take care of all those little details, he’ll be an NHLer 
before long. 

Beck might not have to wait much longer for an entry-level contract, 
either. 

Slafkovsky more comfortable than he looked 

Before everyone rushes to judgment on the 6-foot-4, 238-pound 
Slovakian, keep in mind that the most important thing that happened for 
him on this night was that he got this game under his belt.  

Yes, Slafkovsky was ordinary. His first shot on net of the game came on 
his last shift, and there were times when he appeared out of his element.  

But, by his own admission, the build up to this moment was almost too 
much for him to find the focus he would've liked to had. 

“I was waiting on that (game) basically since the draft,” Slafkovsky said. 
“Seeing the pace of the game and the compete level, now I know and I 
can (learn) from that and be better next game.” 

He may have looked slightly uncomfortable from afar, but was less so 
from up close, according to St. Louis. 

“I thought he was fine,” the coach said. “I thought he had good jump. 
Looked like he was having fun out there. He was asking questions. When 
we took the too-many-men (penalty in the second period), he looked at 
me and said, ‘Should I go serve it?’ And I’m like, ‘Why not?’” 

Slafkovsky was in the penalty box once more for a goaltender 
interference penalty but played 16:21 on the ice and recorded two shot 
attempts, two hits and one takeaway.  

He was far from the best player out there — or even the best rookie — 
and there were probably many people who were disappointed by not 
seeing him hit the net or the scoresheet. 

But now it’s about how Slafkovsky responds since he knows much more 
about what to expect.  

He said things moved much faster than he thought they would, and he 
knows they’ll move exponentially faster come regular season. It’ll be 
interesting to see how he addresses the professional pace in his next 
preseason game. 

Preseason matters for the veterans 

It at least matters to Jake Allen, who will be Montreal’s starting 
goaltender this season. 

The 32-year-old asked to start this game. He saved all 18 shots he faced, 
was the Canadiens’ best player before giving way to Cayden Primeau 
with a little more than half the game remaining, and was more than 
happy to have gotten in the work. 

“I want to play as much as I can,” Allen said. “As I’ve gotten older, I 
understand every minute is crucial. I want to get in the net as much as I 
can. So, hopefully coming into this weekend we’ll get full games in and 
get the rhythm back.” 

We got the sense that if St. Louis could've, he'd have played veteran 
defenceman Mike Matheson for the whole game.  

Instead, the coach settled for giving Matheson 25:35, playing him in all 
situations and relying on him in all the key moments. 

“His skating is just so elite, and he’s very engaged,” St. Louis said of the 
28-year-old who came over in the trade that sent Jeff Petry to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins this past summer. 

“He directs traffic. He’s a leader on the ice. He’s great. I looked at the 
game sheet and thought, ‘Gosh, for a preseason game, maybe I played 
him too much. But (Damon) Severson on the other side played 25 
minutes, too, so I’m like, ‘Alright, I’m not crazy.’” 

Matheson doesn’t think so either.  

Similar to how it is for Allen, Matheson understands these are vital reps 
for him to get in before taking on a massive role with the Canadiens this 
season. 

“I think it does matter a lot, actually,” Matheson said of the preseason. 

“It’s your opportunity to really get into it so you hit the ground running 
when the season starts. I thought it was good start for me, personally. 
Still a lot of things that I could’ve done better and that’s going to be the 
case throughout the whole season. Good start, but definitely hope to 
keep building on it.” 

If Matheson does, it’ll bode well for the Canadiens. 

He was dominant in this game — in all three zones — and if he can be 
better, that’s good news for this team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Huberdeau already making presence 
felt in pre-season opener 

 

Eric Francis September 26, 2022, 12:44 AM 

 

CALGARY — Centre stage belonged to Jonathan Huberdeau for 
Sunday’s pre-season opener. 

He didn’t disappoint. 

Greeted with a warm welcome by a sparse Saddledome crowd that likely 
reminded the longtime Panthers star of his days in Florida, he responded 
with a power-play goal that put smiles on the faces of everyone in the 
building, including his. 

“I got a little lucky on that goal,” he said of the backhand he put into an 
empty net from close-in after an attempted cross-crease pass from the 
right side of the net deflected back to him atop the paint. 

“It’s always fun to find the back of the net, even in pre-season.” 

The focal point of a retooling this summer that brought him and 
MacKenzie Weegar to Calgary as part of a swap for Matthew Tkachuk, it 
was fitting the man who signed an eight-year extension scored from the 
exact same spot ol’ Chucky scored plenty of his goals. 

The big left winger said he prefers to play the half wall on his off side 
while on the man advantage, allowing him to see everything in front of 
him and dish with the best of 'em. 

“I’m not a guy with a big one-timer,” smiled the veteran who led the 
league with 85 assists last season. 

One day after Elias Lindholm admitted it’s far too early for the team’s 
refurbished top line to have built any chemistry, he, Huberdeau and Tyler 
Toffoli pieced together a few nifty passing plays team brass expects to 
see plenty more of as the pre-season continues. 

“It was good to get out there and get some chemistry — obviously we 
have a lot to work on,” said Huberdeau, whose line combined for five 
shots on goal. 

“Keep things simple early. It was the first game, it’s just going to get 
better. We’ll all get better as a line.” 

His big takeaway from his Flames debut was the altitude. 

“The altitude is much harder, you can feel it,” he said, before being asked 
when he noticed it. 
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“When you get winded in the third shift of the game. It’s a home 
advantage. I’ve just got to get used to it.” 

Weegar is expected to be paired with Chris Tanev, who was given the 
first pre-season game off following off-season shoulder surgery. In 
Sunday’s 4-0 win, Weegar looked steady on the right side of a pairing 
with Connor Mackey. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

The Flames also got goals from veteran PTO hopeful Cody Eakin, Brett 
Sutter and Blake Coleman, who admits he’s thrilled to have his former 
Battle of Florida foes — Huberdeau and Weegar — on his side. 

“That was the first thing we talked about when we texted each other: 
‘Man, we hated playing against one another,’” chuckled the former 
Lightning champ. 

“We always went at each other, me and him and Weegs. We had some 
good battles. Every game was always a little chippy. 

“We didn’t fight, but we were probably in 100 scrums. Huby is not going 
to trade one for one with me. He’s too smart for that.” 

Coleman was at a house party outside Dallas late on the Friday night 
when word his two former rivals would be joining him in Calgary. 

“Everyone kind of went quiet for a minute, wondering what was going 
on,” he laughed. 

“Half the people there didn’t even know hockey, but they were still all 
fired up.” 

So was the rest of Calgary. 

What can Flames fans expect from the duo? 

“When I played him, Huby was almost impossible to defend,” said 
Coleman, who said the trio has had a chance to get to know one another 
since arriving in Calgary.  

“He’s one of those guys that no matter how much you wanna get in their 
head, they find a way to produce.  

“Weegs is just solid, he does everything well. He reminds me of Hani 
(Noah Hanifin) in that there aren’t any holes in his game. 

“He can produce offensively and just another guy you hate going to the 
net against. 

“Glad we’re on the same side.” 

THE SCOUTING REPORT 

The most impressive player in the game was Dan Vladar, who stopped 
all 15 shots he faced in two periods, including a breakaway stop on 
Arshdeep Bains and a cross-crease beauty on Danila Klimovich. 

Oscar Dansk stopped all four shots he faced in the third.  

• Sutter’s goal came in the dying seconds, when he batted in a puck in 
the crease, doing little to impress dad. 

“He’s scored here before,” said Darryl Sutter of his 35-year-old son, a 
Flames draft pick in 2005, who re-signed in Calgary this summer to play 
with the Wranglers after eclipsing the 1000-game mark in the AHL. 

“We’ve been doing it for 50 years, all of us (Sutters), maybe even more. 
Not much difference.” 

• Sutter said it was a typically sloppy pre-season opener, in which his top 
line got better as they went on. 

When asked about Jeremie Poirier, who has impressed many through 
camp with his hands, Sutter was blunt, as always. 

“He’s good with the puck. Lots of work to do.” 

When pressed on that work, he continued: “Sticks, angles, checking, 
important parts of the game.” 

• It was an eventful evening for Rasmus Andersson, who took a high stick 
in the face before whiffing on consecutive one-timers on the ensuing 
power play. He drew a loud response from the bench later in the evening 
when he blocked a shot on a penalty kill. 

• The game in Calgary was part of a split-squad evening that also saw 
the two teams battle in Vancouver where a farm-heavy Flames lineup 
won 3-2 in overtime over a veteran Canucks team. Michael Stone was 
the overtime hero, while Mitchell McLain and Ben Jones also scored for 
the Flames. 

Dustin Wolf was the winning goalie, stopping 26 of 28 shots in a game 
the visitors outshot their hosts 45-28. 

THE LINES  

Huberdeau-Lindholm-Toffoli 

Dube-Backlund-Coleman 

Eakin-Zary-Milano 

Sutter-Bishop-Duehr 

Hanifin-Andersson 

Mackey-Weegar 

Poirier-Poolman 

Vladar 

Dansk 
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TSN.CA / New Flames core emerging in training camp 

 

Salim Valji 

6-7 minutes 

 

Immediately after learning of the summer blockbuster trade that sent 
Matthew Tkachuk to the Florida Panthers in exchange for Jonathan 
Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, Cole Schwindt and a 2025 conditional 
first-round pick, Mikael Backlund went to work. 

The 33-year-old Calgary Flames centre did some research, and 
determined that good friend Rasmus Andersson – who has yet to play his 
300th career NHL game – is now the second-longest-tenured Flame 
(behind Backlund).  

Over the past two seasons, the Flames have undergone a massive shift 
in on-ice personnel and a new core has emerged. Andersson, Backlund, 
Huberdeau, Elias Lindholm and newcomer Nazem Kadri are part of a 
new group of Flames that hope to accomplish more this upcoming 
season than previous versions of the team. 

“There’s a lot of core guys moving out and new, I guess, core players 
moving in,” Andersson said. 

“It’s a new core and you want to get to know each other quick.” 
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Much of Calgary’s foundation was already built when Darryl Sutter was 
hired as the team’s head coach in March of 2021 and evolved as they 
took the league by surprise and won the Pacific Division title last season. 
Now, with several new faces in the lineup, they will build off of that. 

Blake Coleman, a two-time Stanley Cup champion, was hanging out with 
“people who don’t know much about hockey” when some of the moves 
were confirmed. 

“Huby’s one of the best in the league, really tough to defend,” Coleman 
said of Huberdeau. The two had battles when Coleman was playing for 
the Tampa Bay Lightning from 2019 to 2021. 

“A lot of run-ins with him. We were always chirping each other. I saw a lot 
of him being on a shutdown line, obviously him being a really good 
scorer…Weegs is just a really good competitor, just an all-round really 
solid defenceman. I think he’s one of those guys that just does everything 
well.” 

Their Battle Of Florida days are over.  

“We were texting right away, laughing at how much we hated playing 
against each other,” Coleman said. 

“It’s one of those mutual respect things…now we can go after other guys 
together.” 

The 30-year-old Coleman emphasized patience in integrating newcomers 
and seeing what works – and what doesn’t work – on the ice. 

“There’s still a lot of unknown to the team and season,” he said. 

Backlund said the team’s on-ice product in 2022-23 will look familiar to 
fans despite the roster turnover. 

“We’re going to play the same way,” he said. 

“We lost some star players, we added some new star players. They’re 
going to come here and they’re going to play their game but, at the same 
time, they’re going to adjust to our group and to our identity and how we 
play, so we’re going to play the same way as a team. Those guys have 
different skillsets than the guys that left, but when you get down to it, it’s 
a team game and we have to play the same way that we did last season 
and since Darryl took over.” 

One of the questions facing the team this season is if they will name a 
captain. Backlund, who has more than 800 games with the franchise 
under his belt, is a logical choice should the Flames go that route. No 
Calgary player has worn the “C” on their chest since Mark Giordano in 
2020-21. 

“It worked really well,” Backlund said of the team having four alternate 
captains last season. 

“At the right time at some point, the team will decide who [the next 
captain] will be, when they feel it’s the right time.” 

Backlund is aware he is the popular choice. 

“It’s fun and an honour to read that fans say that they want me to be it, 
but if we keep it with [alternates], I’ll be really happy with that,” he said. 

“[Getting the captaincy] is not something I’m expecting. I expect we’ll go 
the same way as last year.” 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-Andersson made it known that he wants to shoot more. He’s trying to 
defer to teammates less and get more pucks on net. Last season, he 
averaged less than two shots per game. “With the amount I’m on the ice,” 
he said, ”I think I should be around three or four [shots] average per 
game.” 

-Despite his status as the second-longest serving Flame, Andersson’s 
tenure does not come with perks such as having a better parking stall: 
“Backs keeps telling me I still don’t have enough games.” 

“He’s still middle-of-the-pack, age-wise,” Backlund said. His spot is the 
closest one to the players’ entrance at the Saddledome. 

-Calgary’s new top line of Huberdeau-Lindholm-Toffoli will get some 
runway to find chemistry. Sutter spoke with Toffoli in the summer about 
the likelihood he’ll play more minutes. 

-Huberdeau is slowly adjusting to Calgary’s altitude. Calgary is the 
eighth-highest city in altitude in North America at 1,046 metres above sea 
level. Sunrise, Florida, meanwhile, is at sea level (zero metres of 
elevation). 

“Obviously the altitude here is much harder,” he said after Sunday’s 4-0 
preseason win over Vancouver. “The third shift of the game,” Huberdeau 
said, is when he noticed the altitude difference. 

-Coleman was with Johnny Gaudreau before free agency hit and 
confirmed how close the star was to coming back to Calgary. 

“I was with him a few days before free agency at [Sean Monahan]’s 
wedding and even at that point, he was still freaking out, didn’t really 
know what he wanted to do,” he said. “I think that truly was a gametime, 
down-to-the-wire decision.” 

-Sonny Milano, in Calgary on a professional tryout, has had a strong 
training camp so far, scoring during the intrasquad game and being 
effective in the first preseason tilt on Sunday. There is a top-nine slot up 
for grabs, and the Flames have let Milano know that he has a real 
opportunity here. Fellow PTO Cody Eakin has also stood out in a positive 
way. 

-With MacKenzie Weegar, the Flames now have five of the league’s top-
16 blueliners in plus-minus rating last season. 
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TSN.CA / Rookie Sanderson could boost Sens blueline 

 

Travis Yost 

6-7 minutes 

 

To some, the September equinox marks the transition from the summer 
to the fall. For excited hockey fans, this mile marker serves as a reminder 
that preseason hockey is about to begin, and the opening of the regular 
season is just a few weeks away. 

This past weekend we were treated to some semblance of competitive 
hockey, with the Ottawa Senators and Toronto Maple Leafs getting 
together for two split-squad games. What made the action intriguing was 
the amount of NHL regulars dressed for both teams – a collection of 
some established veterans shaking off some summer rust, and up-and-
coming players trying to crack NHL rosters. 

There were a few impressive performances on both sides amidst 
Toronto’s 4-1 victory in the opening game, but my eyes were drawn most 
aggressively to a 20-year-old defenceman from the Ottawa Senators. 

Jake Sanderson – the fifth-overall pick in the 2020 NHL Draft – spent the 
last two years with the University of North Dakota and entered training 
camp with a real shot at winning a starting job on Ottawa’s blueline. 
That’s equal parts his draft pedigree and how productive he was at the 
NCAA level, along with the reality that the talent across Ottawa’s NHL 
projected 23-man roster skews heavily towards the forward ranks. 

It was just one preseason game, but Sanderson looked sublime. We saw 
flashes of both elite-level skating and puck distribution, the hallmarks of a 
top-four defender in the modern era of hockey. It’s precisely what Ottawa 
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needs to see more of, knowing they’re without any sort of established 
pairing behind the duo anchored by veteran Thomas Chabot right now. 

The hype with Sanderson will not abate anytime soon, nor should it. But 
it is an interesting dynamic to see a franchise – right, wrong, or otherwise 
– readying to make a big bet on such a young defender. This is not a 
league that’s particularly kind to young blueliners, and it made me 
wonder what the track record was for players of similar age and draft 
pedigree entering their first season. 

If we look at players with similar profiles, we can get an idea for how they 
performed and what a first-year projection for Sanderson may look like. 
Some background information to start: 

- Over the past 10 seasons, 25 skaters in their age-20 seasons 
established themselves as NHL regulars (1000+ TOI). 

- Twenty-three of those 25 skaters came from the first two rounds of the 
draft, the exceptions including Montreal’s Victor Mete (2018-19) and 
Carolina’s Brett Pesce (2015-16). 

- Eighteen of those 25 skaters were taken inside of the top 15 of overall 
selections; the players we will use as likely first-year comps for 
Sanderson 

It takes an awful lot of player development – and trust, it should be 
acknowledged – for a 20-year-old defenceman to get heavy minutes, 
irrespective of where he was drafted. But because that bar has generally 
been quite high for teams in the past, you are left with a good number of 
success stories. Finding just 18 players with similar profiles to Sanderson 
over a playing decade is a statement in and of itself. 

And there are success stories. Look at Boston’s Charlie McAvoy perhaps 
as the best example. 

McAvoy is one of the best two-way defenders in the league and has been 
for some time. It’s also not lost on me that he was ushered into a Bruins 
organization that had been throttling opponents for years, with an 
impressive armament of talent. In his age- 20 season (McAvoy’s second 
as a pro, it should be noted), his most common forward teammates were 
Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron, and David Krejci. His most common 
partner? Future Hall of Famer Zdeno Chara. 

That’s called being set up for success – injecting a great, young player 
into a sea of talent. And in his age-20 season, the McAvoy pairing 
crushed opponents, with Boston outscoring the competition 59-45 (+14) 
at even strength with him out there – a goal number also in line with the 
team’s expected goal numbers. 

McAvoy isn’t the only player who prospered early on. Look at Anaheim’s 
Hampus Lindholm, Dallas’ Miro Heiskanen, and Columbus’ Zach 
Werenski as three other skaters who were able to dominate early and 
often. With hindsight, we know this is a collection of elite defenders, 
something that would differentiate them from the likes of then-Buffalo 
defender Rasmus Ristolainen, or then-Ottawa defender Cody Ceci. 
Ristolainen and Ceci are surely a cut or two below in the talent arena, but 
they also notably played on weak, rebuilding teams – a key distinction 
from the first group. 

That brings us back to Sanderson. I have raved over what Ottawa’s done 
this off-season with respect to their forward group, and so long as 
Sanderson stays inside of the top four, there is a good chance he’s going 
to be skating with a trio of competent attackers on most every shift this 
season. 

But unlike McAvoy and other top-end comps, Sanderson won’t have total 
insulation. Whether it’s Travis Hamonic or Nikita Zaitsev, Sanderson 
won’t have much help on his pairing. And Ottawa’s goaltending remains 
a big question mark. Will the team get another strong season from 
journeyman Anton Forsberg, or is regression inevitable there? 

At any rate, Ottawa is making a couple of important bets here. The easier 
one is that Sanderson looks ready for NHL minutes right now. The harder 
one is that Sanderson won’t be dragged down by a lack of credible 
defensive partners, possible minutes with a weaker bottom-six forward 

group in Ottawa, and the broader reality that despite being on the 
upswing, this is still a team coming out of a rebuilding cycle. 

But for one day, Ottawa’s freshest rookie was a blast to watch. And the 
Senators look like they have found themselves some much-needed help 
on the blueline. 
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