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Carolina Hurricanes power past Tampa Bay Lightning 5-1 in preseason opener 

By Chip Alexander 

Some NHL regulars view preseason games as little more 
than a necessary evil, something to break up the drudgery of 
training camp. 

For coaches, it’s a chance to evaluate talent during game 
action and make roster decisions. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who despised 
preseason games as a player, used the Canes’ first 
preseason game Tuesday against Tampa Bay to take a look 
at several of his veterans rather than the younger guys in 
camp. 

The Canes took a 5-1 victory at PNC Arena, scoring three 
power-play goals and getting 60 minutes in net from goalie 
Frederik Andersen in his first game since April 16. 

“I thought it was good. We played hard,” Brind’Amour said. 
“It’s probaby how it should look, considering how the lineups 
were kind of based on both teams. It’s a good first step.” 

Andrei Svechnikov and Paul Stastny each had power-play 
goals in the second period as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Dylan 
Coghlan both earned a pair of assists. Sebastian Aho and 
Seth Jarvis scored in the third for a 4-0 lead, Svechnikov 
assisting on the Jarvis goal, and Malte Stromwall added 
another power-play goal as Coghlan earned his third assist 
of the night. 

Andersen was playing his first game since his injury at 
Colorado on April 16. An MCL tear kept him out through the 
Stanley Cup playoffs as the Canes bowed out in the second 
round to the New York Rangers. 

“You talk about the rust factor and there probably was a lot of 
rust there,” Brind’Amour said. “As I said, just a good first 
step.” 

Andersen had little to do in the first 10 minutes of the game, 
facing just one shot before the Lightning, with a minimum of 
veterans in the lineup, could muster some offense. Tampa 
Bay’s goal came in the third when Vladislav Namestnikov 
banged in his own rebound. 

It was a much busier night for Lightning goalie Maxime 
Lagace. The Canes had a 15-4 shooting edge after the first 
and 34-13 after the second. 

Svechnikov’s goal came off a big one-timer from the left 
circle, and Stastny tipped a heavy shot from the top by 
Coghlan for a 2-0 lead. Aho beat Lagace to the short side 
and Jarvis to the far post, then Stromwall unloaded a shot on 
the power play. 

The Canes’ top three lines were in the game, as Aho 
centered Teuvo Teravainen and Jarvis; Kotkaniemi was at 
center with Svechnikov and Martin Necas, and Jordan Staal 
centered Stastny and Jesper Fast. 

Stastny, a free agent signed Aug. 23, appears set to replace 
the departed Nino Niederreiter on the Staal line, which 
should be a stress-free transition given Stastny’s experience 
and versatility. 

“He knows how to play,” Brind’Amour said. “Whatever 
situation you want to put him in, he gets it, he’s been there. 
There’s a lot of comfort in that.” 

Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce were the Canes’ first defensive 
pairing as Jaccob Slavin and Brent Burns did not dress. 
Brind’Amour looked at new pairings of Jalen Chatfield and 
Coghlan and Griffin Mendel and Anttoni Honka. 

On the power play, Pesce and then Coghlan quarterbacked 
units. Coghlan’s cross-ice pass from the right point to 
Kotkaniemi led to Svechnikov’s power-play goal in the 
second. Stastny’s goal came off the tip of a heavy Coghlan 
shot from the point as Stastny went to the front of the net. 

“The power play is going to be interesting because we’ve got 
a lot of good players who can play it,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Finding the right mix ... I think it’s going to be always 
evolving and we have a lot of good options.” 

The Canes and Lightning were scheduled to play again 
Wednesday in Tampa, Florida, but the game was postponed 
because of the threat of Hurricane Ian. 
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Hurricanes dominate the Lightning in preseason opener 

By Kacy Hintz 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes are scheduled to 
play six preseason games, but Rod Brind'Amour wasted no 
time throwing his veterans in to action. 

The Canes' top three lines were rolling which helped deliver 
a 5-1 win over Tampa Bay at PNC Arena. 

"I thought it was good, we played hard," said Brind'Amour. 
"It's probably how it should look, considering how the line-
ups were kinda based." 

It was all about knocking off the rust and that went for 
goaltender Frederik Andersen, too, who played a full 60 
minutes in the win. The Canes ace netminder hadn't seen 
action since suffering a lower-body injury back in April. 
Andersen made 20 saves in the win. 

"You talk about rust factor, that's probably a lot of rust there," 
said Brind'Amour. "It's a confidence builder." 

Sprinkled in to the lineup was a handful of newcomers, and 
they all contributed. Both Paul Stastny and Malte Stromewall 
scored power-play goals, while former Vegas Golden Knight 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan had three assists all coming on 
the man-advantage. 

"When i got traded I knew I was going to have an opportunity 
to play on the power play," said Coghlan. "It's something I 
take pride in." 

Andrei Svechnikov got the scoring going in the second 
period on a blistering one-timer from the left circle. He 
finished the night with a goal and an assist. 

"Svech had a really good little step going tonight," said 
Brind'Amour. "He probably could have had a couple more 
goals." 

For Brind'Amour, the mix of veterans and newcomers was all 
about making sure there's chemistry developing and that the 
new people are doing it the right way. "Our game" as we 
always hear. 

Stastny, who had the game's second power-play goal, is 
both a veteran and newcomer. The 36-year-old signed as a 
free agent in August and looks to be the perfect fit to slide in 
to replace Nino Niederreiter (signed with Nashville) on the 
third line with Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. 

“He knows how to play,” said Brind'Amour. “Whatever 
situation you want to put him in, he gets it, he’s been there. 
There’s a lot of comfort in that.” 

"A couple steps we were off, but we're talking out there and 
we're finding each other out," said Stastny. "The good thing 
we are communicating and I think the more you play like that 
the easier it gets." 

While there was definitely a buzz in some steps tonight and 
the power play looked encouraging, Brind'Amour was quick 
to tame any excitement. Roddy reiterated that's how it should 
have looked given Tampa's lineup, but it's a start and he 
liked what he saw. 

"We all want to, at the end of this preseason, make sure 
we're all on the same page and moving forward. said 
Brind'Amour. "So I guess today was a good first step." 
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Recap: Canes Open Preseason With 5-1 Win Over Tampa Bay 

Newcomer Dylan Coghlan paces the group with three assists 
in first appearance with the team 

By Walt Ruff  

Three Things 

1) Coghlan's Grand Debut 

Defenseman Dylan Coghlan saw his first game action in a 
Canes sweater in the effort, recording an attention-grabbing 
three helpers along the way. 

Paired with Jalen Chatfield during five-on-five play, the right-
handed shot also showcased his cannon of a shot while 
quarterbacking the team's second power play unit. 

"I knew since the trade that I was going to have an 
opportunity on the power play. It's something that I take pride 
in," Coghlan said of his special teams contributions post-
game. "Penalty kill I haven't had as much experience in, but I 
always played it in juniors and in the AHL. Any time I can get 
out there to help the team in any way, that's great." 

2) Man Advantage Trifecta 

All three of Coghlan's setups came in power play situations, 
operating with the group that has been together since the 
onset of training camp. Joined by Andrei Svechnikov, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, Martin Necas and Paul Stastny, the unit struck 
twice fewer than five minutes apart in the middle frame to 
open the evening's scoring. 

Svechnikov claimed the first with a blazing slap shot of his 
own and in the late stages of the game Malte Stromwall beat 
Max Lagace to give the team their third of the night. 

"The power play is going to be interesting because we have 
a lot of good players that can play it and finding the right mix 
is going to be [a challenge]," Rod Brind'Amour remarked 
post-game. "It'll always be evolving, but we have a lot of 
good options." 

3) No Rust For Freddie 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen played the full 60 minutes for 
Carolina, showing no signs of sluggishness in his return to 
the crease. 

Playing in his first live action since suffering an MCL injury in 
the middle of April, last season's 35-game winner took a 
shutout into the back half of the third period before Vladislav 
Namestnikov put Tampa Bay's only one of the night past 
him. In total, the netminder finished with 20 saves. 

What's Next? 

The Canes will practice in two groups on Wednesday after 
their originally scheduled contest in Tampa was postponed 
due to the potential impact of Hurricane Ian. The team will 
then travel to Florida on Thursday to take on the Panthers at 
7 p.m. 
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Hurricanes aim for 5th straight playoff trip, deeper push 

By Aaron Beard 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded overhauls for retooling 
in becoming a perennial playoff team. The hope is the latest 
changes are enough to win the Stanley Cup. 

Headlining talents like Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov 
and Teuvo Teravainen have matured from playoff 
newcomers to veteran mainstays in four straight trips, 
including the past two years as a division champion. That’s 
true, too, of coach Rod Brind’Amour, a first-time head coach 
in that 2019 run to the Eastern Conference finals that 
followed a nine-year playoff drought for Carolina. 

“I know the first camp it was like, ‘OK is this going to work? I 
don’t even know if putting this in makes sense,’” Brind’Amour 
said. “Then it’s, ‘OK obviously this works so now how do you 
refine it, how do you keep sharpening the knife so to speak?’ 
That’s way different now, because that’s the phase we’re in 
vs. the I’m-not-sure phase.” 

Carolina has accomplished Brind’Amour’s goal of being 
relevant again, though climbing higher among the elite has 
been a tougher challenge. 

The Hurricanes have fallen in the second round for two 
straight years with home-ice advantage. Last year’s team 
had the oddity of failing to win a road game, first in a seven -
game win over Boston followed by another seven-gamer 
against the New York Rangers that ended in a blowout home 
loss. 

The returnee group includes captain Jordan Staal and top 
defensemen Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. 
Frederik Andersen — one of last season’s top netminders 
before missing the playoffs due to injury — is back along with 
Antti Raanta. The list of newcomers include 2017 Norris 
Trophy winner Brent Burns. 

“It’s the same system, same guys and same coaches,” 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi said. “I think this year we’ll be 
better. We have high expectations for the whole team. 
Hopefully we can reach them.” 

BURNS’ ARRIVAL 

Burns, acquired in July from San Jose, is an 18-year NHL 
veteran set to join Carolina’s top defensive pairings with the 
trade exit of Tony DeAngelo. Burns, 37, has appeared in 679 
straight games dating to the 2013-14 season and was 
among the league leaders in ice time last season. 

“I think he’s the perfect fit,” Brind’Amour said. “I hate that we 
had to wait until he’s been in the league for 20 years to get 
him. but better late than never.” 

MORE ADDITIONS 

Additions included the signing of forwards Paul Stastny and 
Ondrej Kase, while the Hurricanes also acquired forward 
Max Pacioretty and defenseman Dylan Coghlan in a trade 
with Vegas. Pacioretty is a six-time 30-goal scorer joiniing a 
team looking for more output from its forward group, but he is 
recovering from surgery for a torn Achilles tendon with a 
recovery expected to last into midseason. 

KEY LOSSES 

The losses of Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter in free 
agency have left a significant hole as second- and third-line 
forwards. Carolina also saw the departures of forward Max 
Domi and defensemen Brendan Smith and Ian Cole. 

OPPORTUNITY 

The Hurricanes signed the 22-year-old Kotkaniemi to an 
eight-year extension in March. They envision the former No. 
3 overall draft pick from 2018 filling Trocheck’s role as the 
second-line center. Carolina also re-signed forward Martin 
Necas in August, keeping their 2017 first-round pick after he 
struggled through an inconsistent season.  

The Hurricanes are looking for another step from forward 
Seth Jarvis, who was a key contributor as a rookie but was 
knocked from Game 7 of the Rangers’ loss on a jarring hit 
that left him with an apparent concussion. 

Jarvis said the first few weeks of his recovery was “not 
great,” even noting he had trouble going to the gym to work 
out amid loud music and clanging weights. At one point, he 
was focused on going for walks or riding a stationary bike in 
silence before gradually improving. 

“I feel great,” Jarvis said. “I feel ready to go.” 

THE SCHEDULE 

The Hurricanes open at home against Columbus on Oct. 12 
then head west for five straight road games.  

The Hurricanes also finally get to host their first outdoor 
game after the 2021 one was postponed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Carolina will face Washington on Feb. 18 at 
Carter-Finley Stadium, home to the North Carolina State 
football team and located next to the Hurricanes’ arena. 

Carolina closes the regular season against Florida on April 
13. 
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Canes Dominate in Preseason Opener 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
5-1, in their opening game of the preseason. 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes dominated their preseason opener 
in convincing fashion as the vastly more experienced Canes 
lineup won 5-1 Tuesday night at PNC Arena.  

With the Tampa Bay Lightning starting seven NHL regulars 
as opposed to the Hurricanes’ 13, it was a game destined to 
be as lopsided as it was.  

Here are some of the highlights from the first preseason 
game of the season. 

 Three power play goals? In this economy? 

Go out and buy a Powerball because the Canes’ power play 
is clicking. Okay, let’s not get ahead of ourselves because 
again, it was the preseason against an inexperienced lineup, 
but it’s promising to see at least some early chemistry come 
together. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Paul Stastny and Malte Stromwall all 
tallied power play goals with Dylan Coghlan being the 
pointman and apple giver for all three. The Hurricanes’ top 
guys looked comfortable and confident and there is really 
nothing better than that. 

 Third Pair success.  

On top of being offensively successful, Coghlan had a good 
game in his own zone as well with five blocks and a little 
goaltender action in the third period.  

He is making a convincing case to earn a coveted spot on 
the Hurricanes’ third defensive pair and he may even boost 
himself into the second power play quarterback. 

Jalen Chatfield looks good so far, and what was the most 
noticeable about him was his skating. He is a deceptively 
fast skater popping up all of a sudden in offensive zone 
rushes and able to close the gap on attackers with ease.  

His instincts along with his skating ability could make him an 
NHL regular this season. 

 Second line looks fun. 

The line of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas is a line on paper that should make many Hurricanes 
fans salivate. 

A blend of size, speed and skill that is hard to rival, the line 
did well in the game, generating chances and winning a ton 
of puck battles. It’s a promising look for an area the Canes 
need to find success with to go deep this season. 

 No rust for Frederik Andersen 

If there was any concern about Andersen’s health coming 
into the contest, those were put aside as the Danish 
netminder was his calm and collected self. He was good in 
desperation and moved around the crease well and the only 
shot that beat him was a second-chance rebound from a 
netfront Lightning that was unchecked.  

If things continue as it did, it should be another good year for 
the Hurricanes in net, but again it was the first preseason 
game so who really knows. 

Quotables 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On what he as a coach can glean from the preseason: I think 
it’s a little different now. The players I know, I’m less 
concerned about and it’s just making sure the new people 
that are coming in are doing it the right way. And then with 
the guys we do know, making sure we aren’t picking up bad 
habits or doing things differently. We want to make sure that 
at the end of this preseason, we’re all on the same page 
moving forward. 

On Frederik Andersen shaking off the rust: There was 
probably a lot of rust there. It’s a confidence builder for the 
players to shake it off a little and get a little bit of game 
speed. Obviously it will ramp up as it goes along. But just a 
good first step. 

On getting special teams looks in preseason: We’re going to 
really preach this year staying out of the box as best we can. 
We’ve tried that in the past years, but I haven’t really been 
successful. We have to stay out of the box and then if we 
can draw penalties that’s great. The power play is going to 
be interesting because we have a lot of good players that 
can play it and it’s just about finding the right mix. It’s going 
to be always evolving, but we’re going to have a lot of good 
options. 

Dylan Coghlan 

On setting a high-bar for himself: I hope not, but it was good. 
I do feel like I have a lot more to offer. I know it was just the 
first preseason game, but we put more of a veteran lineup in 
and it was great to get that chemistry with these guys and 
know how they play. 

On playing both PP and PK: I always knew since I got traded 
that I was going to have an opportunity to play on the power 
play and it’s been something that I’ve taken pride in for quite 
some time. Penalty kill I haven’t had much experience in, 
especially in the NHL, but I always played on it in juniors and 
the AHL so anytime I can get out there and help the team in 
any way, it’s great. 
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Paul Stastny 

On getting the first game out of the way: We’ve been 
practicing enough. You always want to get that first game out 
of the way. Just new systems, different linemates, different 
coaches. Everything’s a little different, but the system is very 
simple. After a couple of shifts, I felt like I was in midseason 
form. The way we play is just a very simple-minded game 
and everyone feeds off of each other. 

On playing for the Hurricanes: They are super aggressive, 
they come after you wave after wave. Whether it’s the 
forecheck or the D being aggressive. I like that style and I felt 
like in the past when I played against these guys, it’s always 
been the same thing where it felt like it was a close game 
and then as it goes on, they just break you down. I think 
tonight was kind of a thing I’ve seen over and over with these 
guys where you feel like you’re playing good, the score’s 0-0 
and then eventually you’re going to make the other team 
crack.  

 

 

Canes break ice on preseason, defeat Tampa Bay 5-1  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes cracked open their preseason with 
a 5-1 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday, 
Sept. 27 in PNC Arena. 

Although the preseason comes with the caveat of, well, 
being the preseason, Canes fans got a good look at what will 
likely be the top nine forwards to open the regular season. 
Regulars weren’t nearly as present in the defensive pairings, 
but defenseman Dylan Coghlan made a strong case for a 
spot in Carolina’s wide-open third pairing. 

“We put more of a veteran lineup in,” Coghlan said. “That 
was great, to get that chemistry with these guys and know 
how they play. It was fun.” 

Coghlan notched a pair of assists in his Canes debut, both 
on the power play. The first came on a nifty cross-ice pass to 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi to set up a screaming shot into the 
net by right wing Andrei Svechnikov. Then, just four minutes 
later, Coghlan fired a missile of his own from the center of 
the blue line. Center and fellow newcomer Paul Stastny 
redirected the puck past Tampa Bay goaltender Maxime 
Lagacé to double Carolina’s advantage, as well as Coghlan’s 
assist total. 

“Anytime you throw a puck on that when Stast is in front, it’s 
most likely going to get tipped,” Coghlan said. “He's a great 
person to have at the net front. If you fire a puck on net, he's 
gonna get a piece of it.” 

Centers Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis tacked on their own 
highlight-reel goals. Five minutes into the third period, Aho 
flew past Tampa Bay’s Roman Schmidt, who stumbled to the 
ice in the process, before going top shelf to make it 3-0 
Canes. About a minute and a half later, Jarvis pulled off a 
nearly identical goal, but his shot beat Lagacé to the far side. 

Right wings Alexander Pashin and Malte Strömwall also put 
together impressive showings in their Carolina debuts. While 

Pashin didn’t find his way to the scoresheet, the 20-year-old 
Russian facilitated some slick plays on the fourth line. 
Strömwall, for his part, put the cherry on top of the final score 
with another powerful shot coming down the flank. 

“It was a great shot,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“He’s always got a good shot, that's for sure. We can see 
that in practices. There's a lot of guys trying to prove 
themselves here. … We will have some more guys coming in 
next game with that same opportunity and that same thought 
process.” 

While the Hurricanes looked good for the majority of the 
game, they weren’t exactly facing off against the back-to-
back Stanley Cup champs in 2019-20 and 2020-21. Tampa 
Bay elected to roll out mostly fringe players for their first 
preseason matchup. Nevertheless, the Canes put up a solid 
showing. 

“It's hard to find guys that didn’t play well,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But you're more looking for ‘are they picking up on the way 
we want to play?’ I thought, for the most part, it was good.” 

Goaltender Freddie Andersen also did well to shake off the 
rust of the offseason. Andersen’s 2021-22 season ended on 
April 16, so the quality return of the Hurricanes’ main 
netminder was a welcome development. 

“You talk about the rust factor, that's probably a lot of rust 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “It's a confidence builder for the 
players. Shake it off a little, get a little game speed. 
Obviously, it'll ramp up in the preseason as it goes along and 
as [opponents] dress their lineups, but like I said, just a good 
first step.” 

Due to Hurricane Ian, the Canes’ preseason game against 
the Lightning in Tampa has been postponed. Thursday, 
Sept. 29’s matchup against the Florida Panthers is still on 
the docket. The puck will drop in FLA Live Arena at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266433341.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-dominate-the-lightning-in-preseason-opener/20494951/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-open-preseason-with-five-to-one-win-over-tampa/c-335850180 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-rod-brindamour-6f65f2c412270e795583628b1c3d6af0 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/27/23376082/carolina-hurricanes-dominate-in-preseason-opener-coghlan-andersen-svechnikov-aho-jarvis 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-break-ice-on-preseason-defeat-tampa-bay-5-1/article_aee3751a-3ed8-11ed-b62b-
a7de45ae7691.html 
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Carolina Hurricanes power past Tampa Bay Lightning 5-1 in preseason 
opener 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-Some NHL regulars view preseason games as little more than 
a necessary evil, something to break up the drudgery of training camp. 

For coaches, it’s a chance to evaluate talent during game action and 
make roster decisions. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who despised preseason 
games as a player, used the Canes’ first preseason game Tuesday 
against Tampa Bay to take a look at several of his veterans rather than 
the younger guys in camp. 

The Canes took a 5-1 victory at PNC Arena, scoring three power-play 
goals and getting 60 minutes in net from goalie Frederik Andersen in his 
first game since April 16. 

“I thought it was good. We played hard,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s probaby 
how it should look, considering how the lineups were kind of based on 
both teams. It’s a good first step.” 

Andrei Svechnikov and Paul Stastny each had power-play goals in the 
second period as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Dylan Coghlan both earned a 
pair of assists. Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis scored in the third for a 4-
0 lead, Svechnikov assisting on the Jarvis goal, and Malte Stromwall 
added another power-play goal as Coghlan earned his third assist of the 
night. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov (37) controls the puck along the 
board against Tampa Bay’s Haydn Fleury (7) during the first period of an 
NHL preseason game on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Andersen was playing his first game since his injury at Colorado on April 
16. An MCL tear kept him out through the Stanley Cup playoffs as the 
Canes bowed out in the second round to the New York Rangers. 

“You talk about the rust factor and there probably was a lot of rust there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “As I said, just a good first step.” 

Andersen had little to do in the first 10 minutes of the game, facing just 
one shot before the Lightning, with a minimum of veterans in the lineup, 
could muster some offense. Tampa Bay’s goal came in the third when 
Vladislav Namestnikov banged in his own rebound. 

It was a much busier night for Lightning goalie Maxime Lagace. The 
Canes had a 15-4 shooting edge after the first and 34-13 after the 
second. 

Svechnikov’s goal came off a big one-timer from the left circle, and 
Stastny tipped a heavy shot from the top by Coghlan for a 2-0 lead. Aho 
beat Lagace to the short side and Jarvis to the far post, then Stromwall 
unloaded a shot on the power play. 

The Canes’ top three lines were in the game, as Aho centered Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jarvis; Kotkaniemi was at center with Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas, and Jordan Staal centered Stastny and Jesper Fast. 

Stastny, a free agent signed Aug. 23, appears set to replace the 
departed Nino Niederreiter on the Staal line, which should be a stress-
free transition given Stastny’s experience and versatility. 

“He knows how to play,” Brind’Amour said. “Whatever situation you want 
to put him in, he gets it, he’s been there. There’s a lot of comfort in that.” 

Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce were the Canes’ first defensive pairing as 
Jaccob Slavin and Brent Burns did not dress. Brind’Amour looked at new 
pairings of Jalen Chatfield and Coghlan and Griffin Mendel and Anttoni 
Honka. 

On the power play, Pesce and then Coghlan quarterbacked units. 
Coghlan’s cross-ice pass from the right point to Kotkaniemi led to 
Svechnikov’s power-play goal in the second. Stastny’s goal came off the 
tip of a heavy Coghlan shot from the point as Stastny went to the front of 
the net. 

“The power play is going to be interesting because we’ve got a lot of 
good players who can play it,” Brind’Amour said. “Finding the right mix ... 
I think it’s going to be always evolving and we have a lot of good 
options.” 

The Canes and Lightning were scheduled to play again Wednesday in 
Tampa, Florida, but the game was postponed because of the threat of 
Hurricane Ian. 
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Remembering Carolina Hurricanes’ first preseason game; how to watch 
today’s exhibition 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes, celebrating their 25th season in North Carolina 
in 2022-23, will play their first preseason game Tuesday night against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena. 

Question: does anyone remember the first one, 25 years ago? 

That preseason game was played Sept. 13, 1997 at the Greensboro 
Coliseum against the New York Islanders and the Hurricanes won, 4-1. 

Paul Maurice, then the Canes coach, decided to go with a veteran heavy 
lineup that included forwards Keith Primeau, Sami Kapanen and Gary 
Roberts along with defensemen such as Glen Wesley and Steve 
Chiasson. Starting in net was goalie Sean Burke. 

Kapanen had the distinction of scoring the first NHL goal in North 
Carolina, albeit in an exhibition game, and it came shorthanded. Wesley 
had a goal along with forwards Jeff O’Neill and Bates Battaglia, a rookie. 

The announced attendance was 6,046, Canes forward Geoff Sanderson 
calling it a “pretty rambunctious” crowd. 

A rambunctious game, too. The News & Observer reported there were 
seven fights in the game, three involving the Canes’ Stu Grimson, who 
needed five stitches over an eye. 

The two teams had 206 penalty minutes and three game misconducts, 
the N&O reported. 

There was plenty of sports competition that Saturday. Clemson edged 
N.C. State, 19-17, at Carter-Finley Stadium, North Carolina topped 
Stanford, 28-17, at Kenan Stadium and East Carolina held off Wake 
Forest, 25-24, in Greenville. 

The Florida Panthers also played the Boston Bruins in an exhibition 
game in Charlotte, drawing 7,400 fans. 

Jim Rutherford, then the Canes president and general manager, said he 
was pleased with the turnout in Greensboro and praised the fans’ 
enthusiasm. 

“This was real impressive and I’m sure our players appreciated it,” he 
said to The N&O. 

The Canes’ first away preseason game was Sept. 15, 1997, in Bathurst, 
New Brunswick, in a 3,000-seat arena. The the N&O reported that the 
team plane landed in Miramichi because the Bathurst airport was too 
small. 

Said Hurricanes defenseman Adam Burt after the landing: “I have no 
idea where I am on the planet right now.” 

The game against the Ottawa Senators was played in a 3,000-seat arena 
and the Sens won 2-0. 

HURRICANES VS LIGHTNING PRESEASON GAME INFO 

When: Tuesday, Sept. 27 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Puck drop: 7 p.m. 

WATCH: Stream via Hurricanes.com 
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‘It’s time he start emerging.’ Canes expecting bigger things from Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2022 7:52 AM 

 

To those on the outside, Jesperi Kotkaniemi comes across as a soft-
spoken, introverted type who smiles a lot and quietly goes about his 
hockey business. 

But not to his Carolina Hurricanes teammates. 

“He’s one of the loudest guys,” forward Seth Jarvis said Saturday, 
laughing. “He doesn’t shut up.” 

The Hurricanes want Kotkaniemi being loud this season — on the ice. Off 
the ice, he can chill and “make tacos all day,” as Jarvis put it, and do this 
own thing, but the Hurricanes need him being loud and forceful on the 
ice. 

Vincent Trocheck, another nonstop talker, is gone to New York and the 
Rangers. One of the Canes’ biggest questions heading into the new 
season is who will step in to replace Trocheck as the second-line center, 
and Kotkaniemi appears to be the choice. 

“That’s why he got brought in,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Friday after a training camp practice. “I think management had the idea 
that this is exactly what might happen, that ‘Troch’ was going to move on. 
So they had a good backup plan.” 

A year ago, the Hurricanes made an offer sheet to Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 
pick in the 2018 NHL draft by the Montreal Canadiens. When the 
Canadiens failed to match the one-year, $6.1 million offer, Kotkaniemi 
soon had a new NHL address. 

It was all quite a whirlwind — the offer sheet, the social-media frenzy, the 
Habs letting him go, Kotkaniemi soon in a new locker room with new 
teammates, trying to make sense of it all. Add in an early road game at 
Montreal and things were a little crazy for the Finn. 

A year later, Kotkaniemi has settled in and will stay for a while. He signed 
an eight-year extension with Carolina in March that will pay $4.82 million 
a season through 2029-30. 

“I think now I know how everything works,” Kotkaniemi said Friday. 
“Same systems, same guys, same coaches. I think this year will be 
better. We’ve got high expectations for the whole team and hopefully 
we’re going to reach those.” 

Early in training camp, Brind’Amour has had Kotkaniemi centering Andrei 
Svechnikov and Martin Necas. Average age: 22.3. While a lot can 
change before opening night, it would make for a youthful line combining 
speed, power and playmaking ability, not to mention three former first-
round picks. 

“I want to step up my game and show the coaches I’m worth that,” 
Kotkaniemi said. 

That’s what Brind’Amour is hoping to see — Kotkaniemi showing he can 
be a bigger factor on the ice. 

“He’s a young kid with a lot of talent,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve talked 
about this a lot, and I think now it’s time that he start emerging. I think 
I’ve got to give him the opportunity, but he’s got to go earn it. There’s a 
good understanding there, and we’ll see where it goes.” 

Kotkaniemi, 22, spent much of last season as the fourth-line center, 
averaging 12 minutes a game for the Metropolitan Division winners. His 
season totals were modest: 12 goals and 29 points in 66 games. 

Some social-media trolls had fun with it, tweaking the Canes for paying 
$6 million for that kind of play and production. 

Jarvis, for one, takes issue with that. 
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“He takes a lot of unnecessary slander, I think,” Jarvis said. “He’s an 
incredible player and someone that, given the right role and once he 
gains confidence in that role, I think will flourish. 

“He’s got all the tools. He’s got a wicked shot, sees the ice well, his 
skating has improved. He’s big, he’s strong. What more could you ask 
for? So, yes, this year in an expanded role I think he’ll do really well.” 

 

1205791 Florida Panthers 

 

Panthers lock up 21-year-old goaltender Spencer Knight with three-year 
contract extension 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2022 10:59 AM 

 

The Florida Panthers locked up their goaltender of the future Tuesday, 
signing Spencer Knight to a four-year, $13.5 million extension. 

The 21-year-old goaltender, who was set to become a restricted free 
agent at the end of the 2022-23 NHL season, will likely be the Panthers 
backup this year, but he’s also a budding star after he closed out the 
2021-22 NHL season with a .921 save percentage in his final 14 
appearances. 

“Spencer is a phenomenal goaltender, as well as an exceptional athlete 
and person,” general manager Bill Zito said in a statement. “He has 
thrived in his professional career, dedicating himself to his training 
through his first two seasons with our organization. With this extension, 
we are excited about the present and future of Panthers goaltending.” 

Florida took Knight with the No. 13 overall pick in the 2019 NHL Entry 
Draft and he has, so far, managed to even exceed those lofty 
expectations. He shut out Canada in the final of the 2021 World Junior 
Ice Hockey Championships to win the United States a gold medal, was 
then a finalist for the Hobey Baker Award as a sophomore for the Boston 
College Eagles and initially signed his entry-level contract with the 
Panthers later in 2021, just after his sophomore season ended. 

He made his debut for Florida at just 20, and then was surprisingly 
thrown into net during the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs after fellow 
goaltenders Sergei Bobrovsky and Chris Driedger, now with the Seattle 
Kraken, faltered. In his first postseason game, Knight stopped 36 of 37 
shots from the eventual-champion Tampa Bay Lightning and become the 
second youngest goalie in NHL history to win in his playoff debut. 

He has also, however, been mostly blocked by Bobrovsky for the last 
year-plus. Less than two weeks after they took Knight in the first round of 
the 2019 NHL Draft, the Panthers signed Bobrovsky to a massive seven-
year, $70 million contract. 

Although he struggled for the first two years of the deal, Bobrovsky 
bounced back last season to lead the league in saves, keeping Knight 
from ever seriously challenging him for the starting job. Knight, who 
began the season with Calder Memorial Trophy aspirations, wound up 
splitting his rookie season between the Panthers and AHL Charlotte. 

This year, they should form one of the best goalie tandems in the NHL, 
with Knight providing insurance for Florida’s notoriously streaky starter 
and Bobrovsky still letting Knight avoid a full-time NHL workload at just 
21. The extension also means the Panthers only have about half a dozen 
NHL-caliber players due to become free agents at the end of the season. 

For now, it’s a great situation for Florida, with Knight still making only 
about $900,000 on his entry-level deal. Next year, the Panthers will have 
trickier decisions to make, with $14.5 million in cap space tied up by their 
goaltenders alone and, currently, only about $11.3 million in projected 

room. Both Bobrovsky and Knight will have three seasons left on their 
deal, due to become free agents in 2026, although Knight, even then, will 
only be a restricted free agent. 

Currently, no goalie tandem in the NHL is making even $11 million 
combined, assuming Montreal Canadiens goaltender Carey Price starts 
the season on long-term injured reserve. 

 

Miami Herald LOADED: 09.28.2022 

1205792 Florida Panthers 

 

Florida Panthers ink Spencer Knight to a three-year contract extension 

 

Colby Guy 

3-4 minutes 27/09/2022 

 

Florida panthers 

The Florida Panthers have signed 21-year-old goalie Spencer Knight to a 
three-year contract extension. 

Knight will be paid an annual cap hit of $4.5 million over the course of the 
deal. 

“Spencer is a phenomenal goaltender, as well as an exceptional athlete 
and person,” said Panthers general manager Bill Zito. “He has thrived in 
his professional career, dedicating himself to his training through his first 
two seasons with our organization. With this extension, we are excited 
about the present and future of Panthers goaltending.” 

Panthers Hockey is Back! 

The 2019 first-round draft pick first joined the team after finishing up his 
2020-21 season with Boston College. 

He made an immediate impact, going 4-0-0 with a .919/2.32 in his first 
four regular season games. When the Panthers had goaltending 
struggles in the playoffs, the then-20-year-old stepped in and went 1-1-0 
with a .933/2.06. 

In his first full NHL season, Knight went 19-9-0 with a .908/2.79. 

He struggled early in the season — going  9-6-2 with a .898/3.22 — but 
picked his production back up after what was likely the only lengthy AHL 
stint of his career. 

Since being called up from the Charlotte Checkers in March, Knight had 
a 10-3-1 record with a .921/2.23 and two shutouts. 

The Panthers will have the highest-paid goaltending tandems in the 
league going forward at a combined $14.5 million between Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s $10 million cap hit and Knight’s $4.5 million. 

The Montreal Canadiens have the second-highest cap hit amongst 
goalies with their tandem of Carey Price and Jake Allen raking in just 
over $13 million. Price is likely to start the season on long-term injured 
reserve, though. 

With Price’s status for the remainder of his career in flux, the next 
highest-paid tandem belongs to the Los Angeles Kings with Jonathan 
Quick and Cal Peterson making a combined $10.9 million. 

 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 09.28.2022 

1205793 Florida Panthers 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 28, 2022 

 

Instant Takeaways, Part II: Nashville Predators 4, Florida Panthers 0 

 

Colby Guy 

4-5 minutes 27/09/2022 

 

The Florida Panthers closed out their preseason doubleheader with the 
Nashville Predators by taking a 4-0 loss in the nightcap despite a solid 
job in net from Spencer Knight. 

Just over an hour after Sasha Barkov ended a thrilling overtime game 
with a buzzer-beating shot, the Panthers’ second game turned into a dud. 

Nashville had Florida pinned in its defensive zone for the majority of the 
first period and it paid off midway through when Filip Forsberg sent a 
rocket of a snapshot through a sea of Florida defenders and past Knight 
to put the Predators up 1-0. 

Panthers Hockey is Back! 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers from Training camp to the 
Playoffs, Get a Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

The Predators did not let off the gas as Knight stopped 17 of the 18 shots 
he faced in the first period. 

After a quiet second period, it appeared Florida tied it up when Nick 
Cousins found a loose puck and put it past Yaroslav Askarov with 12:41 
to go. 

It was not to be. 

The Panthers were instead headed to the penalty kill as Chris Tierney 
took a slashing penalty seconds before the puck went into the net. 

Nashville cashed in on the ensuing power play with a slap shot goal by 
Cody Glass. 

Colton Scissons extended the lead with a backhand goal on the 
breakaway with 6:30 to go. 

Ryan McDonagh scored the dagger from the point four minutes later. 

Here are my takeaways from the second half of Monday’s doubleheader: 

Spencer Knight was outstanding in his preseason debut. Outside of 
Forsberg’s goal, which was more of a showcase of the perennial All-
Star’s shooting ability than anything, he was perfect. The Panthers left 
him out to dry on multiple occasions and he came up with save after save 
to keep them in the game. He finished the game with 19 saves on 20 
shots (.950) before Alex Lyon took over for him in net. 

The Anton Levtchi-Chris Tierney-Gerry Mayhew line was most often 
pinned in its own zone. Nashville often paired Forsberg’s line up against 
it and it had free reign in the offensive zone for the majority of the game. 
With Tierney taking the slashing penalty that swung the game in 
Nashville’s end, he did not help his chances of making the big roster in 
this one. 

Matthew Tkachuk had a quietly good Panthers (preseason) debut. His 
line was the only one which established significant offensive zone time 
and he came out with two takeaways, a hit, a blocked shot and a shot on 
goal. 

Nick Cousins did all of the right things in the third period. He was fighting 
for pucks in the corners and crashing the net looking for opportunities 
and he would have had a goal had it not been for the Tierney penalty. 

Lyon gave up three goals on 18 shots (.833) in his Florida debut. While 
the team in front of him was not up to par at times (especially on 
Scissons’ goal off of a bad change) it seems like J-F Berube has the 
upperhand over him for that third goaltender job through the first four 
days of training camp. While Berube did not see game action Monday, he 

has stood out a lot more throughout practices. There’s still a long way to 
go, though. 

With the doubleheader over, the Panthers will take Tuesday off and are 
expected to make a number of roster moves prior to Wednesday’s 
practices in Coral Springs. 

The Panthers welcome the Carolina Hurricanes to Sunrise on Thursday 
night with special $15 tickets to benefit youth hockey in South Florida. 

 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 09.28.2022 

1205794 Florida Panthers 

 

Panthers, goalie Spencer Knight agree to 3-year extension after standout 
rookie season 

 

The Athletic Staff 

2-2 minutes 27/09/2022 

 

The Florida Panthers and goaltender Spencer Knight have come to terms 
on a three-year contract extension with an average annual value of $4.5 
million, the team announced Tuesday. 

“Spencer is a phenomenal goaltender, as well as an exceptional athlete 
and person,” Panthers general manager Bill Zito said in a news release. 
“He has thrived in his professional career, dedicating himself to his 
training through his first two seasons with our organization. With this 
extension, we are excited about the present and future of Panthers 
goaltending.” 

Good morning! 

We have agreed to terms with Spencer Knight on a three-year contract 
extension through the 2025-26 season. 

Knight, 21, was 19-9-3 when in the net for Florida, setting the franchise 
record for most wins by a rookie goaltender. Standing at 6-foot-3, Knight 
also recorded two shutouts for the Panthers last season, joining two-time 
All-Star Roberto Luongo as the only rookie goalies in team history to post 
multiple shutouts. 

Florida selected Knight with the No. 13 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft, and 
he’s already racked up 886 career saves. 
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Blue Jackets roster analysis 1.0: Tough decisions looming late in training 
camp 

 

Aaron Portzline 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — They’re less than a week into training camp, so the 
Blue Jackets haven’t had to confront any of their difficult rosters 
decisions yet. The only wrinkle so far has been nagging injuries that have 
kept a few players from being full participants. 

But with two preseason games in the books and the first wave of roster 
cuts expected this week — most likely Thursday or Friday — it seemed 
the perfect time to map out an early roster projection. We’ll update this 
throughout camp. 
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The Blue Jackets have 68 players in camp, but only a maximum of 23 
can make the final roster. While last year’s camp was wide open, it’s 
much different in Columbus now. There probably are only 28 to 30 
players with a realistic shot. 

The truly difficult decisions will be pushed until the final days of camp. 
The final roster must be set Oct. 10. 

We can’t stress this enough: this is informed speculation/opinion based 
on conversations with coaches and management, but not in any way an 
official declaration from the club. Players with an asterisk are in camp on 
player tryout agreements. 

Let’s break it down. 

Forwards (40) 

Roster locks (11): Justin Danforth, Johnny Gaudreau, Boone Jenner, 
Kent Johnson, Sean Kuraly, Patrik Laine, Gus Nyquist, Mathieu Olivier, 
Eric Robinson, Jack Roslovic, Jakub Voracek. 

Bubble boys (3): Emil Bemstrom, Yegor Chinakhov, Kirill Marchenko. 

AHL/junior/Europe (23): Tyler Angle, Ben Boyd, Luca Del Bel Belluz, 
Jordan Dumais, Josh Dunne, Trey Fix-Wolansky, Cole Fonstad, Brett 
Gallant, Jake Gaudet, Brendan Gaunce, Liam Hawel*, Samuel Huo, 
Joona Luoto, James Malatesta, Carson Meyer, James Neal*, Robbie 
Payne, Mikael Pyyhtia, Victor Rask*, Justin Richards, Martin Rysavy, 
Owen Sillinger, Evan Vierling. 

Injured (3): Roman Ahcan (undisclosed), Liam Foudy (shoulder), Cole 
Sillinger (upper body). 

Observations 

• An injury to Cole Sillinger and the Blue Jackets’ decision to limit 
Jenner’s workload early in camp have created an opportunity for both 
Johnson and Danforth to play center with top-six wingers early in the 
preseason. It’s hard to see them sticking there (just yet), but reassuring 
for the Blue Jackets to have options in the middle. 

• Sillinger should return soon, joining the “roster locks” category. In that 
scenario, two of the three “bubble boys,” at most, could make the final 
roster. 

• We’re counting Jenner among the locks, because he’s not injured, per 
se. The club is limiting his contact after he missed the final 23 games of 
last season with a back injury. 

• It’ll be interesting to see how the Blue Jackets build their fourth line. 
Robinson and Kuraly are set at left wing and center on that line, but who 
plays on the right side? Danforth has had a tremendous camp so far. 
Olivier is valued for his physical play and willingness to fight. 

• Both Chinakhov and Marchenko could go to AHL Cleveland without 
clearing waivers, but that could get sticky. They didn’t leave Russia for 
the U.S. to play in the minor leagues. Bemstrom would need to be 
exposed to waivers before he could be sent down. 

• It wouldn’t be an easy decision to put Bemstrom on waivers — he’d 
almost certainly be claimed — but the Blue Jackets’ organizational depth 
could make them feel better about it. Angle, Dunne, Fix-Wolansky, 
Gaunce, Meyer and Richards should be seen as near the top of the AHL 
list, on the verge of being NHL contributors. 

• Neal, 35, is a longshot to make the NHL roster, but he played well in his 
preseason debut over the weekend. He wants to keep playing, but said 
recently that he hasn’t decided if he’d accept an AHL assignment. 

• Foudy is “basically ready” following shoulder surgery, general manager 
Jarmo Kekalainen said. It’s just a matter of building strength in the 
shoulder before he’s fully green-lighted. 

Defensemen (21) 

Roster locks (6): Jake Bean, Adam Boqvist, Vladislav Gavrikov, Erik 
Gudbranson, Andrew Peeke, Zach Werenski. 

Bubble boys (3): Gavin Bayreuther, Nick Blankenburg, Jake 
Christiansen. 

AHL/junior/Europe (11): Tim Berni, Ole Julian Bjorgvik-Holm, Marcus 
Bjork, Cole Clayton, David Jiricek, Samuel Knazko, Olivier LeBlanc, 
Denton Mateychuk, Dillon Simpson, Billy Sweezey, Stanislav Svozil. 

Injured (1): Ben Harpur* (upper body). 

Observations 

• If the Blue Jackets keep 14 forwards, they can keep only seven 
defensemen, meaning two of the three “bubble boys” would need to go. If 
they keep 13 forwards, eight blueliners could fit on the final roster. 

• Blankenburg and Christiansen are both waivers exempt. So unless 
they’re clearly better than Bayreuther, that could weigh heavily in the final 
decision. 

• The three players on the “bubble” are each making under $1 million per 
season. If Bean didn’t have a bigger deal ($2.3 million cap hit through 
2024-25) he might be on that list, too. 

• Jiricek, the No. 6 overall pick this summer, is an interesting case. The 
Blue Jackets can send him back to junior, back to the Czech Republic or 
to the American Hockey League if he doesn’t make the big club. No 
knock on him, but it seems unlikely he sticks on the NHL roster. If he’s 
sent to the AHL, he could be called up when his play justifies it. 

• Werenski left a preseason game vs. Pittsburgh on Sunday with a lower-
body injury, but only as a precaution. Kekalainen said he was “fine” and 
that he would have finished the game if it were in the regular season. 

• Harpur was on the losing end of a fight during a preseason game vs. 
Pittsburgh on Sunday. He’s day-to-day with an upper-body injury. 

Goaltenders (7) 

Roster locks (1): Elvis Merzlikins. 

Bubble boys (1): Daniil Tarasov. 

AHL / junior / Europe (4): Pavel Cajan, Jet Greaves, Nolan Lalonde, 
Hayden Stewart. 

Injured (1): Joonas Korpisalo (hip). 

Observations 

• Korpisalo is being held out of games and contact practices to give his 
surgically-repaired hip time to heal. The hope is that he’ll play a 
preseason game (or two) and be ready for the start of the regular 
season. 

• If Korpisalo isn’t ready, Tarasov would be Merzlikins’ back-up to start 
the season. Tarasov had the same surgery as Korpisalo but had it one 
month earlier. That explains why he’s ahead of Korpisalo in his 
rehabilitation. 

• Greaves would be the AHL starter if Tarasov opens in Columbus. 
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Mike Harrington: Ilya Lyubushkin brings some snarl as new 'ox' on 
Sabres' blueline 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

Let's start with the nickname. Ilya Lyubushkin has been known as "The 
Russian Bear" during his stops in Arizona and Toronto. Picture some 
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growling, some snarl, and a search for fresh meat in the defensive zone. 
You get the picture. 

"It came from Arizona my first season. I don't remember who but one of 
the radio guys," a smiling Lyubushkin said after Tuesday's preseason 
home opener against Philadelphia. "It's good. It's fun. I like it." 

The Sabres were looking for a right-shot defenseman over the summer 
and were hoping to raise their physicality quotient. They targeted 
Lyubushkin, and at 6-foot-2 and 205 pounds, he was intrigued, too. 

How could he not be? Lyubushkin lost to Buffalo five times last season. 
Yes, five. Twice in Arizona and the three punkings the Maple Leafs 
absorbed from the Sabres in the season's final six weeks, including the 
Heritage Classic outdoors in Hamilton. 

The sides quickly agreed on a two-year, $5.5 million deal and Lyubushkin 
immediately became the club's elder statesman on defense at the ripe 
age of 28. 

"I was so excited about my first game for Sabres in this blue jersey. It 
was so nice, so much fun," Lyubushkin said. "Always when I played the 
Sabres last year, it was tough for myself. Hard forecheck, not much 
space for defensemen. I didn't have time (with the puck)." 

While playing in Vegas, Sabres winger Alex Tuch had regular meetings 
with Lyubushkin when the Russian was with the Coyotes.  

"You always had to have your head up out there when you were playing 
against him," Tuch said this week. "I think he's a really great, steady stay-
at-home defenseman. Plays physical, strong like an ox. You can't really 
move him out there either and he's really smart. So he's a great addition. 
He brings that veteran presence and that poise and he's going to be 
really good for a lot of the younger guys." 

Lyubushkin's unveiling in game action produced a steady night during the 
2-1 victory over the Flyers. He played 16 minutes, 33 seconds (including 
1:54 on the power play) and registered three blocks and two hits. It was a 
game that wasn't much on oomph until the third period but was long on 
fun glimpses of several Sabres. 

Lyubushkin spent the night paired with Lawrence Pilut and quickly 
sprinted across the ice to get a hit on Philly winger Linus Sandin on his 
first shift of the game. On one play in the second period, Lyubushkin got 
in trouble behind the net after turning the puck over to Flyers rookie 
Adam Brooks. But he quickly wheeled and used body position to cause a 
turnover right back and the Sabres exited the zone without giving up a 
scoring chance. 

"I'm just trying to do my job," he said. "My game is simple and that's how 
I like to play. Show effort for my team." 

While the Cro-Magnon faction of the Sabres' fan base still wants to see 
the gloves dropped at the slightest bit of indiscretion, the fact remains 
that this isn't 1979 anymore. You know the cliche of this era: You want to 
be a hard team or a hard player to play against. Lyubushkin certainly did 
that in Toronto as he led the Leafs in hits with 93 in the 31 games he 
played after being acquired in a February trade from the Coyotes. 

Lyubushkin certainly won't hesitate to drop the mitts -- he nearly threw 
down in the final five minutes with Flyers veteran James van Riemsdyk -- 
but that's not necessary for him to be a problem for opponents. He can 
skate well enough to get into the play on the offensive end and 
possesses the guile to be in the right spot in his own zone. 

He also kept his eyes up ice, earning an assist on the Sabres' first goal 
with a pass to Lukas Rousek, who then provided a nifty feed to Brandon 
Biro. 

Even though he's new to this team, Lyubushkin has played nearly 500 
games combined in the NHL and KHL. Coach Don Granato said he's 
probably only going to play in two or three of the exhibition games to be 
ready. 

"As far as him acclimating to being with us, practices are really important. 
Communication is really important," Granato said. "And then you've got 
the game reps. ... To fit in how we want to play collectively, I think that's 
still going to be a process for him. But what I love about him first of all is 
he's phenomenal in our locker room. He's got the grit we love but he 
wants to find ways to tweak and improve and enhance his game. So he 
fits right in with what we want as well." 

"We have really good young guys, so much skill with our defensemen," 
Lyubushkin said. "It's really going to make it easy for me." 
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Observations: Linus Weissbach impresses on top line, Sabres beat 
Flyers 2-1 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Linus Weissbach laid out his plan to the media at the start of Prospects 
Challenge earlier this month. 

At 24 years old and entering his second pro season, Weissbach wanted 
to deliver a standout performance at the rookie camp while leading with 
his play on the ice and how he carried himself in meetings. He also was 
determined to show in NHL training camp that he’s ready to help the 
Buffalo Sabres. 

So far, so good. 

Weissbach’s performance and effort early in his second training camp 
earned him a spot on the Sabres’ top line Tuesday night alongside Tage 
Thompson and Jeff Skinner, who combined for 71 goals last season. And 
Weissbach didn’t disappoint. 

Though the 2017 seventh-round draft point didn’t record a point in the 
Sabres’ 2-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers in a preseason game at 
KeyBank Center, he helped create quality scoring chances, including his 
breakaway, and showcased his well-rounded game with a defensive play 
in the first period that prevented a goal. 

"It was great playing with him," Thompson said of Weissbach. "He’s a 
really smart hockey player, made some really good passes and he 
pushes the pace a little bit. In these early preseason games, it can be 
tough to get your legs under you. With someone like him, he can push 
our line speed wise and force me and Jeff to keep up with him a little bit." 

Sabres center Brandon Biro scored twice, and goalies Craig Anderson 
and Malcolm Subban combined to make 20 saves in the victory. Though 
there wasn't much to takeaway from a game so soon in preseason, 
Weissbach's assignment and response were noteworthy.   

Weissbach garnered attention last fall with a strong camp under Granato, 
whose brother, Tony, coached the Swedish winger at the University of 
Wisconsin. But Weissbach has reached a different level following a 
strong rookie season in Rochester. 

With the Amerks, Weissbach recorded 16 goals and 37 points in 67 
regular-season games, but he appeared in only one game during 
Rochester’s memorable playoff run because of a hit to the head. He 
returned to Sweden this summer knowing what he needed to improve to 
have a chance to stand out in a training camp in which there are few 
roster spots up for grabs. 

Weissbach knew the areas of the ice he had to excel. He’s always been 
a talented, smart playmaker who can get the puck to a goal-scoring 
linemate. At Wisconsin, he played on a line with Montreal Canadiens 
winger Cole Caufield and the duo combined for 93 points. But Weissbach 
needed to show more on the forecheck and when protecting his own net. 
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His improvement was on display in the first period when he chased down 
a Flyers forward on the backcheck to prevent a backdoor pass that would 
have been an easy goal. Weissbach finished with 16:26 of ice time and 
his line generated five scoring chances at 5-on-5, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

"Coming into last year, I had no idea what to expect," Weissbach said. "It 
was my first year pro and with all the games we play, the travel, I learned 
a lot. Just trying to take the wisdom I got last year and adapt this year." 

Skinner and Thompson are going to be paired together when the season 
opens Oct. 13, but the question is who will be on their right wing. Granato 
plans to experiment with different options, like Alex Tuch and Victor 
Olofsson. But the Sabres also wanted to see how a playmaker with 
Weissbach’s skillset would mesh with Thompson and Skinner. It worked 
brilliantly, as the trio sustained pressure in the offensive zone and 
generated several scoring chances. 

Weissbach earned a breakaway and hit the post. Thompson had a few 
chances in tight stopped by the goalie’s leg pad. Skinner skated in alone 
with the puck but couldn’t capitalize in the first period. 

There doesn’t appear to be a route for Weissbach to earn a spot out of 
camp. Jack Quinn and JJ Peterka are competing to make the team. 
Anders Bjork also is pushing to be among the top 12 forwards. But the 
Sabres are going to need capable players in Rochester who can help in 
Buffalo. Weissbach is showing that he might be the best, NHL-ready 
option on the wing. 

"Wherever I end up to start the season, that’s going to be my mindset 
going forward," said Weissbach. 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Showing promise 

Biro’s strong rookie season in Rochester was overlooked. In 48 regular-
season games, Biro totaled 12 goals and 41 points. He even earned an 
NHL game and might have earned more if he hadn’t suffered an injury in 
February that kept him out for six weeks. Undrafted and signed out of 
Penn State, Biro can play center or wing and brings a scoring touch, as 
he showed in the first period with his shot over Troy Grosenick’s blocker 
for a 1-0 lead at 8:24. 

Biro, 24, wasn’t done. He scored his second goal with a shot from the 
right circle for a 2-1 lead at 8:57 into the third period. 

The Sabres will have a talented forward group in Rochester, but it’s 
important that young players with AHL experience, like Biro and 
Weissbach, show they’re ready to help in Buffalo. 

"It was nice to hold onto that win, gut it out early and play the right way 
down the stretch," said Biro. 

2. Lineup 

The lineup gave us an early look at some of the forward duos and 
defense pairs that could be together when the season begins Oct. 13. 
Skinner remained with Thompson and Weissbach was on their right 
wing; Matt Savoie centered Casey Mittelstadt and Kyle Okposo; Biro was 
between Tuch and Lukas Rousek; and Zemgus Girgenson was back at 
center between Isak Rosen and Filip Cederqvist. 

On defense, Rasmus Dahlin skated with Mattias Samuelsson; Owen 
Power was again next to Henri Jokiharju and Lawrence Pilut lined up with 
Ilya Lyubushkin. 

In other roster news, forwards Sean Malone and Josh Bloom returned to 
practice Tuesday in noncontact jerseys. 

3. Defense pairs 

While Granato is using training camp to experiment with different forward 
lines, he’s not planning to do the same with his top defense pairs. Dahlin 
skated on his offside with Samuelsson, a duo we saw for 140:22 at 5-on-
5 last season, and Power was back with Jokiharju, whom the No. 1 pick 

was paired with the most over his eight games. The Sabres have enough 
depth on the blue line to try different groupings once the season begins – 
for example, Lyubushkin could be a good fit with Dahlin – but Granato 
explained there’s risk in trying that so early in training camp. 

“These are the guys going back for pucks, these are guys that are in 
situations you can get run pretty hard,” he said. “The familiarity there is 
important to me. I want to make sure they’re in a good spot, that there is 
some continuity. You retrieve pucks, you break out of your zone, you’re 
under the potential for physical hard, really. So, that’s an area that I don’t 
want to mess around with. Guys that have chemistry, I want to make that 
easier, believing they know how to push to get themselves ready every 
day for the start of the season.” 

Dahlin was outstanding and led the Sabres time on ice (23:05) and shots 
on goal (5). Buffalo blocked three shots in the final minute of the game, 
capped by Samuelsson's to help secure the win. 

4. Next 

The Sabres will face the Blue Jackets in Columbus at Nationwide Arena 
on Wednesday at 7 p.m. The next game at KeyBank Center is Saturday 
between the Sabres and Penguins at 1 p.m. 
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Alan Pergament: Dan Dunleavy, Rob Ray to travel to majority of Sabres 
road games 

 

Alan Pergament News TV Critic 

 

This is what I’m thinking: 

Buffalo Sabres play-by-play announcer Dan Dunleavy and analyst Rob 
Ray will be traveling to the majority of the National Hockey League 
team’s road games this season for MSG Network telecasts. 

That’s the word from Chrisanne Bellas, vice president of media and 
content for the Sabres. 

The Sabres broadcasters didn’t travel to road games during the Covid-19 
pandemic. NHL teams had the option last season whether to have their 
announcers travel to games or do them from their studios. 

The only games that Dunleavy and Ray won’t be attend this season will 
be the West Coast games, confirmed Bellas. They will work those games 
from the studio. 

It makes sense. The evening games on the West Coast typically have 
the lowest viewership because they can end near or after midnight 
because of the time difference between the coasts. 

There could be as few at 10 and as many as 18 West Coast games 
involved. 

The plans are subject to change if the pandemic returns to levels that 
make traveling to games more of a concern. 

Many armchair Sabres fans were upset last season when the 
announcers did the games from a studio here rather than at the road 
arenas in what was viewed as a cost-saving move. 

It meant Dunleavy and Ray could see only what TV viewers could see 
and not anticipate or react to some plays out of camera view that they 
might have seen if they were at the games. 

The heightened expectations that the year’s team will at least compete 
for a playoff berth adds to the reasons for the announcers being on site. 
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MSG will carry 70 regular season games this season, with the other 12 
on the NHL’s national media partners: four on cable’s TNT and eight on 
the streaming services ESPN+/Hulu. None of those games is against 
West Coast teams. 

The Sabres open the season Oct. 13 against Ottawa, in a game that will 
be carried on MSG. 

This is Dunleavy’s first season as the lone TV voice of the Sabres since 
last April’s retirement of the legendary Rick Jeanneret. 

Ian Eagle is the play-by-play announcer, Charles Davis is the analyst and 
Evan Washburn the sideline reporter for the Bills game with Baltimore at 
1 p.m. Sunday on CBS. They are CBS’ No. 2 team. What, you expected 
CBS’ No. 1 team, Jim Nantz and Tony Romo? They are calling the New 
England game at Green Bay, which looks less interesting now that 
Patriots quarterback Mac Jones is injured. 

Every time I see or hear a commercial involving Hall of Fame 
quarterback Brett Favre, I cringe. Don’t the advertisers who hired him 
realize he has been alleged to have been in a welfare fraud case in 
Mississippi? Sirius suspended his show Monday. I suspect advertisers 
might soon abandon him, too. 
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NHL gives salary cap guidance and estimates to teams for next 3 
seasons: Sources 

 

The Athletic Staff, Michael Russo 

 

The National Hockey League has given teams guidance and salary cap 
estimates for the next three seasons, sources confirmed to The Athletic. 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman and Rory Boylen were the first to report that 
teams received salary cap guidance and estimates. 

At the NHL player tour, deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Athletic 
that the salary cap would likely increase by $1 million in the summer of 
2023, with a tied cap starting in 2024. A tied cap means the salary cap 
fluctuates based on league revenue. 

“I would say we exceeded our expectations this year on revenue,” Daly 
said. “And even our forecast, which is done fairly late in the season, we 
exceeded pretty dramatically. So a lot of the escrow balance actually got 
paid back this year, certainly more of it than we had originally projected.” 

For the 2022-23 season, the salary cap increased by $1 million to $82.5 
million. This is the first increase in three seasons after a flat salary cap 
due to the global pandemic. 
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Boudreau, Canucks forced to adapt as team loses key players to early 
injuries 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER — When Bruce Boudreau said before training camp that 
he had gone through Vancouver Canuck line combinations “5,000 times” 
over the summer, he hadn’t factored in injuries. 

In the first practice for his National Hockey League group on Tuesday, he 
was up to 5,004 combinations and counting. Five days after the opening 
of training camp, the Canucks were already missing four players due to 
injury or illness. 

In order: first-line winger Brock Boeser mysteriously injured his hand 
Saturday in the final skate at camp in Whistler, then had surgery on 
Monday; marquee free-agent acquisition Ilya Mikheyev suffered a lower-
body injury in the first pre-season game Sunday; key defenceman Tyler 
Myers felt ill Tuesday and did not practise; and blue-liner Travis Dermott 
did not finish practice after taking a hit and wobbling to the dressing 
room. 

At this rate, the Canucks’ opening night lineup on Oct. 12 will be 
determined by attrition. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

“Well, I didn't foresee this when I was thinking about our group in the 
summer,” Boudreau said Tuesday after remaking all four forward lines. 
“But I mean, if you can't fight through a little adversity, then you're not 
going to win anyway.  

“You look at last year, the lineups that we were using and still 
persevering, still winning. We've got good players. . . so I mean, I'm not 
worried about it. These things happen. And if you start worrying, one 
player going down (and) 'oh, woe is me,' then we're in trouble. I think it's 
a great opportunity for the leaders to shine. . . and say, 'oh, yeah, follow 
me. I'll show you.'” 

The leaders all had new linemates on Tuesday. 

Conor Garland was elevated to the top line to replace Boeser with J.T. 
Miller and Tanner Pearson, while captain Bo Horvat found himself with 
Vasily Podkolzin and Curtis Lazar — who was promoted from the fourth 
line to cover Garland’s spot. Nils Hoglander, a fifth-liner at training camp 
but touted by Boudreau as one of the best players in Whistler, was 
rewarded as the replacement for Mikheyev beside Elias Pettersson and 
Andrei Kuzmenko. On the fourth line, Phil di Giuseppe moved into 
Lazar’s place beside Jason Dickinson and Dakota Joshua. 

Let’s see what Wednesday’s practice brings. 

The Canucks’ next exhibition game is Thursday against the Seattle 
Kraken at Rogers Arena. 

“We have a deep lineup; you can play anywhere,” Garland said. 
“Obviously, injuries happen so you've got to be ready to go and switch it 
up and I'm fine with it. I like playing with any of those three centremen. 
That's hockey. That's why you have depth, you have guys ready to go.” 

The good news is that the injuries may not be lengthy. 

The Canucks announced Boeser will be out 3-4 weeks, although there is 
hope within the organization that the scorer will be available for the 
season-opening road trip and possibly even Game 1 in Edmonton. But 
it’s worth remembering that when Pettersson injured his thumb during the 
pandemic season in 2021, the Canucks initially thought he’d miss a 
couple of games, then categorized his absence as week to week. 
Pettersson didn’t play again for seven months. 

Boudreau called Mikheyev’s injury “week to week” and downplayed 
Myers’ absence on Tuesday. 

“He’s just sick,” the coach said. “Not COVID sick, just not feeling well. So 
stay home and get better and see you tomorrow.” 
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Boudreau also downplayed Dermott’s exit, saying the player was told to 
take the rest of the day off. But if he suffered a head injury, then he's 
unlikely to be practising or playing for at least this week. 

The sudden drop in healthy bodies feels familiar for the Canucks, who 
were missing as many as six players at a time during their failed push for 
a playoff spot last April. They also endured an early-January COVID 
crisis that at one point had them without three of the organization’s top 
four goalies. The team had university students backing up in both the 
NHL and American Hockey League. 

And this is painfully familiar with Boeser, who has sustained September 
or October injuries in five of his six autumns in the NHL. The only season 
he wasn’t hurt early on was the 56-game pandemic season two years 
ago, when training camp was in January, and Boeser finished with 23 
goals and 49 points. 

Starting a new three-year, $20-million-US contract, the 25-year-old is still 
trying to surpass the 29 goals he scored as a Calder Trophy runnerup in 
2017-18, a season that ended with serious wrist and back injuries. 

The Minnesotan endured a torturous season last year, scoring 23 times 
in 71 games while struggling to focus on hockey as his dad’s grave 
health further declined back home. Duke Boeser passed in May. 

“I wish I could have been so much better,” Boeser told Sportsnet in July. 
“You never know, if I score five or six more goals maybe we’re in the 
playoffs. I think about things like that and it eats at me for sure.” 

Highly motivated, fit and focussed, Boeser told reporters on Thursday 
that this would be the season he finally breaks through the 30-goal 
ceiling. Two days later, he was hurt. 

“We were watching, like: What happened there?” Boudreau recalled 
Tuesday. “He was shaking his hand, (but) nobody knows what 
happened.” 

Just like you never know what will happen next. 

ICE CHIPS 

Boudreau has split his remaining players into NHL and AHL groups that 
will practise separately, although players from the second squad will still 
see pre-season action during the Canucks’ five remaining warmup 
games. . . Without Boeser, the first-unit power play Tuesday was 
Kuzmenko down low, Horvat in the bumper, Miller and Pettersson on the 
flanks and Quinn Hughes up top. . . Boudreau finally put players through 
an endurance test, skating them 14 varying lengths of the ice after 
practice. Everyone passed, including Garland, who lost his breakfast at 
training camp last year while skating former coach Travis Green’s 
notorious “40s” on Day 1. “I ate earlier today,” Garland explained 
Tuesday. “I had to pick Bo up, so I had to get up early.” Boudreau 
praised his team’s fitness: “This team, in the summertime, they took it 
very serious. They want to be a good team and their fitness level was 
great — everybody. It showed in the (skating) test.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL preparing teams for sharp salary cap increase over 
next three seasons 

 

Elliotte Friedman and Rory Boylen  

 

The NHL salary cap rose for the first time in three seasons this year, 
setting at $82.5 million for 2022-23. As the league continues to recover 
from the revenue challenges presented by COVID and returns to 
normalcy, that upper limit should begin to rise considerably more in the 
coming years.  

According to multiple sources NHL teams have been given some 
guidance on where the cap could be going over the next few seasons. 
Please understand these are projections and possibilities and an 
educated guess on where we could be going, not a guarantee of where 
things will be.  

YEAR 

  

POSSIBLE SALARY CAP 

2022-23 

  

$82.5 million 

2023-24 

  

$83.5 million 

2024-25 

  

$87.5 million - $88 million 

2025-26 

  

Approximately $92 million 

This kind of information is critical for teams to plan for the future, with 
Ottawa signing Tim Stutzle and Josh Norris to eight year contract 
extensions this summer and Colorado signing Nathan MacKinnon for 
eight years and a $12.6 million AAV last week.  

Meantime, the Boston Bruins must figure out an extension with 2023 
UFA to be David Pastrnak, and the Toronto Maple Leafs are nine months 
away from being able to sign Auston Matthews to an extension. 

"I’ve seen some preliminary estimates recently which would make me 
more optimistic on the cap going up sooner whether that’s in two 
seasons or three seasons, I think it’s more likely than not two seasons 
rather than three," Bill Daly said on the 32 Thoughts podcast this month.  

The cap ceiling rose every season from 2013-14 until 2019-20. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Saku Maenalanen aiming to make the most out of his 
'last chance' in NHL 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — For a guy who sees himself at the Last Chance Cafe, 
Saku Maenalanen is doing everything in his power to earn a seat at the 
table — or at the very least, extend his reservation for a longer look. 

Maenalanen came into Winnipeg Jets training camp as mostly an 
unknown, a forward who had a brief cup of coffee during the 2018-19 
season, appearing in 34 games for Rod Brind’Amour’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, notching four goals and four assists while splitting the 
season in the American Hockey League with the Charlotte Checkers. 

After spending the past three seasons playing overseas, Maenalanen 
returned to North America on a one-year, two-way deal with the Jets and 
a distinct goal in mind. 
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“I wanted to play in the NHL. This is my last chance,” Maenalanen said 
before suiting up in his second preseason game, a 5-3 win for the Jets 
over the Ottawa Senators. “I’m 28 years old. That’s why I’m here. I’m a 
much better player. That’s why I went back to Europe to play games, and 
now I’m ready. 

“This is a good chance for me.” 

Originally chosen in the fifth round of the 2013 NHL Draft by the Nashville 
Predators, Maenalanen believes his game has matured and that he’s 
ready to take the next step. 

Only time will tell if he can convince Jets head coach Rick Bowness and 
the rest of the coaching staff that he’s ready to beat out one of the 
incumbents for the job or can vault himself past one of the prospects 
vying for a spot on the opening-day roster. 

Maenalanen has been noticeable throughout training camp and had a 
solid debut against the Oilers in the 4-0 loss on Sunday night, doing 
enough to earn an unplanned second look on Tuesday. 

“He’s a big, strong guy. He’s not afraid,” said Bowness. “He’s around the 
net. He did a good job on the penalty kill, so we tried to get him some 
more minutes.” 

Maenalanen, who noted he’s often been used on the penalty kill when 
suiting up for the Finnish national team, seemed to take advantage of 
those roughly three additional minutes (moving him to 14:18 on 
Tuesday), producing two shots on goal and four shot attempts while 
being credited with two hits. 

“The first thing that jumps out is he's very skilled and has a great 
release,” said Jets forward hopeful Mikey Eyssimont, who meshed well 
on a line with Maenalanen on Tuesday. “You saw that on that toe-drag 
shot (in the third period). But he can put a little bit of grit into his game, as 
well. He's (got) a big body and he uses it well.” 

Eyssimont has also shown well through two games and was rewarded 
with a power-play goal on Tuesday, tipping home a one-timer from Kyle 
Connor. 

Although Eyssimont is drawing attention for his pain-in-the-you-know-
where style and dogged determination, he was filling in for Pierre-Luc 
Dubois on the Jets’ top power play unit against the Senators and made 
his opportunity count. 

While Maenalanen is trying to force his way into the discussion for a 
roster spot, Eyssimont is likely battling to be one of the first call-ups, 
though his tenacity is sure to have caught the attention of the coaching 
staff so far. 

Speaking of forwards leaving an impression, 2020 second-rounder 
Daniel Torgersson also had a night to remember, scoring twice and 
rattling a chance off the post as he attempted to complete the hat trick — 
sparking memories of Hannu Jarvenpaa's preseason highlight pack from 
the Jets 1.0 era. 

Torgersson got a taste of the North American game late last season, 
suiting up in four games with the Manitoba Moose to help get him ready 
for his first NHL training camp. 

Suiting up for Sweden and capturing a bronze medal at the World Junior 
Hockey Championship in August also helped Torgersson get in the right 
frame of mind. 

On Tuesday, Torgersson showed off some smarts in finding a soft spot in 
the slot, allowing Connor (who paced the offensive attack with a goal and 
three points) to find him for a perfect one-timer that opened the scoring, 
just 22 seconds after serving a minor penalty for tripping. 

“I took a stupid penalty in the offensive zone and then the team had a 
pretty good PK. We killed the PK and then I don’t really know,” said 
Torgersson. “I just came into the offensive zone and (Kyle) Connor just 
passed me the puck and I thought, (expletive), I need to hit the net’ and I 
did it.” 

Torgersson converted a pass from Alex Limoges on the doorstep for his 
other goal, then nearly wrapped up his first three-goal outing in recent 
memory. 

“I hoped so, sometimes you get lucky, but other times you don’t have 
luck with you,” said Torgersson, asked if he thought the third-period 
chance was going in. “So next time.” 

When you’re destined for the Moose like Torgersson is, doing enough to 
get that next game and survive the next round of cuts is all you can really 
focus on. 

The blue line battle has been a topic of conversation and will continue to 
be throughout training camp as the jockeying for position continues. 

It was an up-and-down showing for Ville Heinola, who got caught 
pinching on a goal by Tyler Motte on an odd-man rush, but also 
converted a perfect pass from Adam Lowry after a smart zone entry by 
Cole Perfetti. 

Heinola showed some offensive flair, recording three shots on goal and 
six shot attempts to go along with two hits and three blocked shots. 

Heinola, who played 17:34, is trying to make an impact but must show 
Bowness and associate coach Scott Arniel that his risk/reward quotient is 
at the right level. 

Dylan Samberg, another candidate for a job on the back end, was mostly 
solid in his preseason debut. 

Former Brandon Wheat Kings forward and Roblin, MB. product Jayce 
Hawryluk chipped a puck past Samberg on the Senators first goal from 
Cole Reinhardt, but that marker had more to do with Neal Pionk being 
caught out of position on the play. 

Samberg ended up with four shot attempts, three hits and a blocked shot 
in just under 20 minutes of work, often looking like the player that was 
comfortable in his first taste of NHL action last season — when he 
overcame an injury on the opening day of training camp. 

For those vying for a spot on the blue line or on the fringes of the forward 
group, the next step is to start separating yourself from the competition 
— something that hasn’t happened yet in the eyes of the head coach. 

Bowness was unhappy with the Jets puck management and shift length 
during the first two periods. 

“For a lot of guys, that was their first game but that being said, we have 
to play a lot faster than that,” said Bowness. “The two things that slow 
you up are long shifts and turnovers, and we were guilty of both tonight. 
Take out the Xs and Os and everything. If you want to stay out there for 
55 seconds and you’re going to turn pucks over, you’re going to play 
very, very slow, which we did. 

“In the third, we shortened the shifts up, we started going north and we 
looked a lot better. There’s a right way to play and it took us until the third 
to figure that out.” 

The Jets are back in action on Thursday night against the Montreal 
Canadiens at the Bell Centre, before returning home to host the 
Edmonton Oilers on the day they unveil Dale Hawerchuk's statue. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Adam Klapka continues to impress in 
loss to Kraken 

 

Eric Francis 

 

At six-foot-eight, 235 pounds, it’s not hard for Adam Klapka to stick out. 
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Anywhere. 

But it’s not just his frame that has the 22-year-old Calgary Flames 
hopeful turning heads. 

In Penticton, B.C., he was heralded by coach Darryl Sutter as the best of 
all Flames prospects at rookie camp. 

In the team’s first scrimmage, he put a sweet move on a defenceman 
before roofing the game’s prettiest goal. 

In his first pre-season game he had his first fight, and on Tuesday night 
in Seattle he turned on the jets to outrace veteran Vince Dunn to create 
one of the team’s few Grade A scoring chances in a 3-0 loss to a 
veteran-laden bunch of Kraken. 

Signed to a two-year deal fresh out of the top league in the Czech 
Republic, Klapka is a year or two away from being able to challenge for 
an NHL look. 

But it’s easy to get excited about the package he brings. 

“Darryl is right, he stood out (in Penticton), not only for his size but what 
caught our eye is his ability to hang onto the puck and make some plays, 
and he has a rocket of a shot,” said assistant coach Kirk Muller. 

“The combination, let’s be honest, if you’ve got a big winger like that who 
can hang onto the puck, and make plays and go to the net (and) is willing 
to go to the hard areas … he’s raw, he’s got a lot to learn about the North 
American game. But there’s stuff there that gets you excited.” 
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PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

Even more so after chatting with the affable youngster who can’t believe 
the dream he’s living. 

“When I flew to Vancouver (for Sunday’s split squad game) it was 
something – when I came to the airport and saw the plane I was like, 
‘wow, what am I doing here?’” beamed the chiseled Czech, who 
somehow dropped 10 pounds over the last four months while skating in 
Calgary. 

“It’s nice to be here and see where you can play and give you the 
motivation to work hard.” 

Not surprisingly a fan of Zdeno Chara, his game matches the Flames’ 
style. 

“I should play straight, hit the guys, be in front of the net and be 
aggressive, protect teammates,” said the right-shot winger. 

“My size is perfect for my situation.” 

That size earned him an invite to fight Canucks tough guy Vincent 
Arseneau on Sunday night, which fortunately didn’t go too badly for the 
gentle giant. 

“I wasn’t expecting, but he asked me if I want to go and I am not a guy 
who says no because I feel a little bit bad when I say no,” chuckled 
Klapka. 

“I did a couple mistakes I have to work on. It was my first fight here, so I 
hope there is going to be some other fights. 

“In Europe, people are a little bit scared of fighting and when you fight in 
Europe you get suspended for the rest of the game. No one wants to 
fight in the Czech, and especially with me because I’m so big against 
other guys. 

“It’s part of my game but I have to be more smart about when I can fight 
and when I can’t.” 

Wranglers fans are sure to enjoy watching Klapka develop in the AHL. 

OPENING NIGHT SURPRISE? 

If the season were to start tomorrow, the biggest surprise on the opening 
night roster would likely be Nicolas Meloche. 

Yes, you read that right. 

In the absence of Oliver Kylington, due to personal reasons, the 25-year-
old defenceman has been slotted from Day 1 of camp to play on the right 
side of third-pairing anchor Nikita Zadorov. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

The second-round draft pick of the Colorado Avalanche was signed by 
the Flames as a free agent on the first day of free agency this summer 
for $950,000 on a one-way deal. 

Simply put, the Flames see him as their next Erik Gudbranson. 

“With Gudbranson leaving I could maybe take his chair, maybe not this 
year, but obviously fill his shoes on the penalty kill and being a tough, 
physical defenceman,” said Meloche, who played 50 games for San Jose 
last season. 

“For me, that’s the goal I’m aiming for, playing those minutes and playing 
the way he did last year. He was amazing, and hard to play against last 
year.” 

At six-foot-three, 211 pounds he is almost as big as Gudbranson, who 
was popular with fans and teammates for his toughness and ability to 
shut down the opposition. 

“When we talked on the phone this summer, (the coaches) said, ‘we 
could see you taking that role (Gudbranson) played,” said Meloche, who 
led all Flames with almost three minutes of penalty kill time Tuesday. 

“They gave me some film of him for the summer and I watched it closely. 
I see myself as being capable of doing the same thing.” 

On Tuesday he looked solid alongside Connor Mackey, who many 
originally figured might have been slotted sixth or seventh on the depth 
chart this year. 

Alas, Meloche seems to have an early track on Kylington’s spot. 

RUZICKA ON THE WING 

With the addition of centres Nazem Kadri and Kevin Rooney, many have 
wondered where Adam Ruzicka might fit in as a centre in the 
organization. 

Turns out he might not fit there at all, which is why the six-foot-four, 220-
pound, 23-year-old made his debut on the left wing on a solid line with 
Connor Zary and Sonny Milano on Tuesday. 

If he is able to make that transition, it could certainly open up some doors 
for the youngster, who broke through last season with five goals and 10 
points in 28 games. 

"I can play whatever -- centre, wing, I don't really care, it doesn't matter to 
me,” he chuckled Tuesday morning. 

“If I'm going to make the NHL, I'll (even) play in goal." 

SEATTLE NOTES 

The man who did play net, Daniel Vladar, was perhaps the best player on 
the ice for the Flames’ young squad Tuesday, stopping 32 of the 34 
shots he faced before the club surrendered an empty netter. It was a 
solid encore performance for the backup, who stopped all 15 he faced in 
the opening pre-season game … The Flames went 0-for-6 on the power 
play, with Zary leading all Flames with 7:05 of ice time on the man 
advantage. The Flames’ first rounder looked comfortable alongside PTO 
hopeful Milano, who also saw over seven minutes on the PP, recording 
three shots ... The Flames host Edmonton on Wednesday. 
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LINEUP 

Forwards 

Dube-Eakin-Duehr 

Ruzicka-Zary-Milano 

Pelletier-Jones-Phillips 

Gallant-Schwindt-Klapka 

Defence 

Mackey-Meloche 

Gilbert-DeSimone 

Valimaki-Kuznetsov 

Goalies 

Vladar 

Dansk 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ centre depth will be tested with Tavares out to start 
season 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who skated in two groups at the Ford Performance Centre on 
Tuesday. 

John Tavares will be sidelined at least three weeks with an oblique strain. 
The Leafs centre sustained the injury during Saturday's pre-season 
opener against the Ottawa Senators. Following a day off, Tavares 
practised on Monday, but didn't feel right. Testing on Tuesday revealed 
the injury.  

"He's a huge part of our team," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Obviously, 
you're not going to replace John, but this is an opportunity for us to look 
at others to step up and take advantage of that opportunity." 

It's a setback for Tavares, who turned 32 last week, and was hoping to 
build momentum from his off-season training.  

"There's some things, certainly, that I really like that I built some good 
habits on," Tavares told reporters on Monday. "It's on me to continue 
those things up through the season." 

Tavares also sustained an oblique injury in 2019 when he was preparing 
to play in the world championship. 

Leafs' Tavares out at least three weeks with oblique strain 

The Maple Leafs will be without the services of captain John Tavares for 
at least three weeks due to an oblique strain. He appeared in 79 games 
last year, scoring 29 goals and adding 49 assists. Toronto opens its 
2022-2023 campaign on Oct. 12 against the Canadiens. Mark Masters 
has more. 

--- 

Alex Kerfoot, who filled in well as Toronto's second-line centre when 
Tavares missed most of the 2021 playoff series against the Montreal 
Canadiens, is a leading candidate to step up again. Kerfoot has been 
skating as a centre since camp opened last week.  

"I have not had a whole lot of time to process it," Keefe said of the 
Tavares injury. "Obviously, we've been putting Alex there throughout 
camp. [Calle] Jarnkrok has the ability to play up the middle. We have a 
number of different options. In the time we have remaining we'll look at 
those."  

Kerfoot and Jarnkrok skated on a line together at Tuesday's practice.  

"It's a lot of fun playing him," Kerfoot said. "He's easy to read. Makes a lot 
of good plays. Plays a similar game to me and I think that helps. He's a 
righty and I'm a lefty so he can take some draws on his strong side and I 
can take them on mine and he can play down low as well. A lot of the 
game right now, it doesn't really matter if you're playing centre or the 
wing, especially when you got guys familiar playing down low in the D-
zone, it's pretty interchangeable." 

Kerfoot is entering the final year of his contract. 

"Not too different, really," the 28-year-old said of the feeling."There's 
pressure in this sport no matter what. Whether you're in a contract year 
or not, you want to do your best for your team, yourself and everyone 
involved." 

Kerfoot has emerged as an important figure in Toronto's dressing room. 
He serves as the team's NHL Players' Association representative and 
was invited to join the Leafs extended leadership group last year. In 
Saturday's split-squad game, he served as an alternate captain. 

"It means a lot," he said of wearing a letter. "It's an honour putting the 
Leafs jersey on every time you get to do it. Getting to do it year after year 
here has been really special and that just adds to it. It adds to the feeling 
of being part of this group. Every day that I get to be involved in this 
organization is a special day." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Who fills the void with Tavares out? 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe started training camp by placing 
Alexander Kerfoot at centre, a move that may pay dividends as with John 
Tavares sidelined, Kerfoot becomes a likely option to fill some of the 
captain's minutes. Mark Masters has more on how the Leafs will fill the 
void left by Tavares' absence. 

--- 

An emerging option for the Leafs when it comes to centre depth is 
Pontus Holmberg, who took Tavares' spot on a line with William Nylander 
at Tuesday's practice. The 23-year-old is further along in his 
development than Keefe anticipated.  

"Plays hard, but also has a good skill-set," Keefe noted. "When the puck 
hits his stick he makes a good, hard crisp pass. Can shoot the puck. Has 
really good habits and details away from the puck. He's another really 
good, smart versatile player that maybe doesn't have one thing that pops, 
but is really good at a lot of things and you can do a lot with that as a 
coach and a team." 

Holmberg, who was the MVP of the 2021 Swedish Hockey League 
playoffs, made the jump to North America and the Toronto Marlies of the 
American Hockey League late last season.  

"He's getting more comfortable with English," Keefe said. "English isn't 
quite where it needs to be or, frankly, where it is for most Swedes that 
come over so that's gotten better. He's far more comfortable. For me, 
seeing him for the first time, he's right there and in the mix so really 
happy with him." 

--- 

There was some good news on the injury front for the Leafs on Tuesday. 
Defenceman Jake Muzzin skated again on his own and is scheduled to 
join the main group on Wednesday. He's been sidelined with back 
discomfort since camp opened.  

"It's gone well," said Keefe of the recovery. "I'm told he's going to join us 
for practice tomorrow so that's positive. He probably won't do everything 
that we do in the practice, but he'll be out there."  
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The injuries to Muzzin and Timothy Liljegren (hernia surgery) have 
created a greater opportunity for defencemen looking to win jobs like 
Victor Mete and Jordie Benn. It's also drawn more attention to the 
absence of restricted free agent Rasmus Sandin.  

"It goes without saying that there would be tremendous opportunity 
there," noted Keefe. "There's a business side to all of this that's out of my 
control, but for the guys that are here you're seeing there is opportunity 
there. Both opportunity to make our team and grab onto a role and get 
comfortable with their teammates, but also just to get prepared to play an 
NHL season." 

Benn has practised alongside Morgan Rielly the last two days. Rielly 
appreciates the 35-year-old's poise.  

"When you've played as long as he has, you just kind of acquire a 
calmness over time, a confidence and he certainly has that," Rielly said. 
"He knows his skill-set and ability and plays to his strength." 

---   

Unhappy with how the players in the first practice were executing a drill 
on Tuesday, Keefe stopped the proceedings to refocus the group. It 
didn't work and shortly after resuming the drill, the coach stopped 
practice again and had the players do an impromptu conditioning skate.  

"There's always times maybe when they're not sharp for whatever reason 
and they're able to dial it in really quickly and get going," Keefe said. "We 
weren't able to do that as quickly as I would like to see us do it so we 
needed to shock the system a little bit and get their attention. We were 
able to do that and move on." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) September 27, 2022 

Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf, shrugged it off.  

"It's just part of training camp, I guess," he said. "Nothing really crazy. 
Just a misunderstanding of a drill and you get on the line. It's a tale as old 
as time." 

It was, however, a rare move by Keefe.  

"Not really good enough from us," said alternate captain Mitch Marner. 
"We know that drill pretty well and messed it up a couple times in a row 
... It's never happened before so we're not worried about it."  

At times last season, the Leafs played down to their opposition and 
seemed to lose focus.  

"There's lots of things we can still improve on as a group and just being 
committed every day and not having any lapses," said Kerfoot, who was 
part of the second practice. "The regular season is a long process and no 
matter who we're playing, day in day out, whether it's a practice day or 
game day, we want to be focused on being dialed in at all times and 
maximizing what we can get out of every day." 

'We needed to shock the system': Keefe explains why he stopped a drill 
at practice 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe wasn't pleased with what he saw 
during a drill at practice for the Maple Leafs, and opted to stop the drill 
and skate the team hard. He explained why he felt the need to do that, 
while Mark Giordano and Alex Kerfoot spoke about what makes Keefe an 
effective communicator. 

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bolded players are those listed on the roster for Wednesday's game 
against the Montreal Canadiens  

GROUP 1 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Malgin - Holmberg - Nylander  

Clifford - Minten - Anderson  

Blandisi - Der-Arguchintsev - Simmonds  

Ellis 

Rielly - Benn 

Dahlstrom - Mete 

Rifai - Hollowell 

Hellickson - Miller 

Murray 

Samsonov 

GROUP 2 

Robertson - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Slaggert - Aube-Kubel  

McMann - Steeves - Abruzzese  

Gogolev - Douglas - Shaw   

Voit  

Giordano - Brodie  

Kral - Holl  

Kokkonen - Villeneuve 

Pietroniro - Hoefenmeyer  

Kallgren  

Ferguson 
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TSN.CA / Goaltender performance is volatile, even with regular starters 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Jack Campbell in Edmonton. Darcy Kuemper in Washington. Ville Husso 
in Detroit. Alexandar Georgiev in Colorado. And lest we forget, whatever 
Toronto and Vegas are doing between the pipes. 

This off-season saw a significant goaltending shuffle around the league, 
but it wasn’t always easy. The movement away from workhorses – a 
result owing in equal parts to the nearly impossible search for an elite 
goaltender and the higher confidence in platoon setups, where two 
capable goaltenders afford rest opportunities to one another as the 
season progresses – created the setup for a squeeze in the goaltending 
market. Add a flat salary cap due to limited hockey-related revenue 
growth, and you have the recipe for a wild off-season at the position. 

Different markets have different expectations for their new goaltending 
faces, but several will be counted on to deliver this season. Pressure is 
quite high in Edmonton for Campbell, where the team feels on the 
precipice of a breakthrough in the Western Conference. Similarly high 
expectations will be placed on Kuemper in Washington after he snagged 
an increasingly rare long-term deal. 

Historically we do not see a significant volume of goaltending movement, 
though it’s become a bit more common with the increase in platoons. 
That movement is quite valuable to those who study and analyze the 
position, especially from a data perspective. 
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Goaltenders are uniquely impacted by the defensive structure and 
systems in front of them, and measures like raw save percentage tend to 
say more about the overall defensive performance of the team than the 
goaltender. 

More recently, we have utilized measures like goals saved above 
expectations, where we measure a goaltender’s production by adjusting 
for shot volume and the quality of shots faced. If nothing else, it allows us 
to make more apples-to-apples comparisons between goalies in different 
playing environments. 

Out of curiosity in relation to Campbell, Kuemper, and the rest of the 
goalies trading places this summer, I wanted to look at established 
starters over the years who earned a starting spot with a different team 
the following season. 

Did performance follow, or was performance volatile and unpredictable, 
even with regular starters? 

The short answer is our goaltenders were all over the map. We shouldn’t 
discount that some front offices and scouting departments have a better 
handle on the position than others, but across this group, picking a 
winner in advance would have been extraordinarily difficult. 

You can place these goaltenders into three groups – those who 
outperformed, those whose performance was stable year-over-year, and 
those who underperformed. 

In the outperformance group, few goaltenders had stronger opening 
years than Robin Lehner when he moved to Long Island, stopping 93.0 
per cent of shots and saving an estimated 19 goals from the Islanders’ 
goals-against ledger. The talent within this group can range from a starter 
like Lehner to journeymen like Petr Mrazek, and future Hall of Famers 
like Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Notably, that same wide talent disparity exists in the underperformance 
group. Florida’s Sergei Bobrovsky was the surest goaltending bet in 
some time, until he wasn’t. Bobrovsky’s first year out of the Columbus 
market saw him stop just 90.0 per cent of shots for the Panthers, 
conceding 14 goals more than expected over a 50-game season. 

Also in that group is Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom, whose first year 
transition outside of Vancouver saw sharp drawdowns in performance. 
Amusingly, Markstrom would also go on to post a career-best season in 
his second year in Calgary, this time backstopping a more talented team 
with head coach Darryl Sutter in tow. 

The lesson? Goaltenders still make or break teams in the NHL. But our 
confidence in which goaltenders will do the making, and which will do the 
breaking, is probably significantly overstated. Single-season volatility can 
be quite high, even for goalies with lengthy track records like the ones 
above. 

 


