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Carolina Hurricanes 2-0 in preseason after 5-2 road victory over Florida Panthers

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour decided to go 
with younger prospects and players fighting for roster spots 
Thursday in the Canes’ second preseason game. 

The Florida Panthers, in turn, went more of a more veteran 
lineup that included former Canes captain Eric Staal. 

Edge, Panthers? 

Not this night. The Canes scored twice on the power play 
and added another goal shorthanded in notching a 5-2 
victory. 

“Obviously with our lineup we were missing some pretty big 
pieces,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “But the guys who 
were in there really competed hard. I know it’s just a 
preseason game, but that’s the only way you’d have a 
chance to win against a team like that. 

“I thought overall it was just a great effort, which is what you 
want to see this time of year when you’re tying to build 
something, and with new guys.” 

One of the Canes veterans Wednesday was goalie Antti 
Raanta. In net for the first time since a Game 7 playoff loss 
to the New York Rangers, he had several quality stops 
among his 20 saves in the first two periods before being 
replaced by Zach Sawchenko in the third. 

The Canes topped Tampa Bay 5-1 on Tuesday in their 
preseason opener at PNC Arena with many of their regulars 
playing against a young Lightning lineup, and with a 
predictable result. Carolina scored three times on the power 
play and rolled to an easy win. 

Asked Thursday morning if that might be the case in the 
Canes’ second game, that their prospects might be 
overmatched against Florida’s older lineup on the road, 
Brind’Amour said: ”If it doesn’t, if it works in our favor, then 
someone is playing well, someone’s standing out.” 

Two of the Canes’ young forwards scored — Justin Robidas 
at even strength and Vasily Ponomarev on the power play. 

Their goals in the second period came after Stefan Noesen 
had given the Canes a 1-0 lead with a power-goal goal and 
Derek Stepan had scored shorthanded to make it 2-0 in the 
first. 

Defenseman Dylan Coghlan, who had three assists in the 
first preseason game, assisted on Noesen’s goal, again 
unloading a big shot from the point. He also blocked a game-
high five shots. 

Jack Drury tipped in the rebound of a Calvin de Haan shot 
past goalie Sergei Bobrovsky in the third to push the Canes’ 
lead to 5-1. 

Sam Bennett scored for the Panthers in the second as 
Gustav Forsling and Eetu Luostarinen, two former Canes, 
had assists. Defenseman Brandon Montour scored in the 
third for Florida against Sawchenko. 

Canes defenseman Ethan Bear and the Panthers’ Matthew 
Tkachuk mixed it up briefly in the third, 

The Hurricanes and Panthers will play again Saturday in a 1 
p.m. game at PNC Arena. Defensemen Brent Burns and 
Jaccob Slavin, who sat out the first two preseason games, 
should get their first game action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 30, 2022 

 

 

Predicting the NHL, from bottom feeders to Stanley Cup contenders 

By Sean McIndoe 

Warning: This post contains spoilers for the entire 2022-23 
season. Don’t read any further if you want to be surprised. 

That didn’t sound convincing, but I’m trying to manifest here, 
so stay with me. This is my annual attempt to sort the NHL 
into four divisions, based on how I’m expecting them to do 
this year. We’ll have the contenders, the middle-of-the-pack, 
and the basement dwellers. And as always, we’ll also have 
the division made up of teams I can’t figure out. Let’s just say 
that’s the toughest one to narrow down. 

The only hard and fast rule is that each division must have 
eight teams, just like the real thing. Does that mean that 
some teams will get forced into divisions I don’t think they 
actually belong in? Yes. Should I change it to be more 
accurate? Probably. Do I keep this rule just so I’ll have 
plausible deniability for the inevitable bad predictions? This 
press conference is over. 

Four divisions, eight teams each, no particular order beyond 
that. Let’s start from the bottom and work our way up. 

The Bottom-Feeder Division 

This absolute worst place a team can find itself. (Read’s 
Pronman 2023 draft preview.) Or not! 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Last season: 28-42-12, 68 points, -76 goals differential, 
missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Let’s trade everyone. You’re 
next, Patrick. 

Why they’re here: Because they very clearly want to be. Kyle 
Davidson has a plan, and he’s not exactly being subtle about 
it. Given what’s waiting at the end of the draft lottery rainbow, 
it might be the right plan, even if you don’t have to like it. But 
with Petr Mrazek in net, nowhere near enough talent up 
front, and two franchise players being very politely asked to 
pack up their stuff and go, there’s no path to meaningful 
2022-23 hockey here. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Last season: 25-50-7, 57 points, -103, last in the Central 

Their offseason in six words: Matching suits, mullet jokes, 
bad contracts. 

Why they’re here: Because we don’t need to overthink 
things. We don’t really know whether the Coyotes could be 
competitive if they wanted to be, but this year that doesn’t 
matter, because they’re clearly fine with finishing last and 
seeing if the lottery delivers a savior. Blatantly tanking in a 
year with multiple franchise players at the top of the draft? 
What could go wrong? 

Montreal Canadiens 

Last season: 22-49-11, 55 points, -99, finished dead last 

Their offseason in six words: Made lots of moves. Still bad. 

Why they’re here: Last year’s plummet from the final to last 
place was stunning, even if you thought the 2021 run was a 
fluke. It was a season where everything that could possibly 
go wrong did, and then a few things that seemed impossible 
went wrong too. It will be better this year, because it couldn’t 
be worse, and also because Martin St. Louis seems to have 
a knack for coaching up the young guys. But when you finish 
with 55 points, even a massive improvement still leaves you 
in the bottom-feeder division. 

Seattle Kraken 

Last season: 27-49-6, 60 points, -71, last in the Pacific 

Their offseason in six words: Wait, Shane Wright got picked 
where? 

Why they’re here: Because Wright, Andre Burakovsky, and 
Oliver Bjorkstrand should all help, and Philipp Grubauer will 
probably be better, but this is still an expansion team in the 
traditional sense, which is to say they’re bad. Ron Francis 
has been preaching a slow-and-steady approach to building 
a franchise, and Year 1 certainly hit on the slow part. They’ll 
improve in Year 2, which is at least one thing Golden Knights 
couldn’t do. 

Philadelphia Flyers 
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Last season: 25-46-11, 61 points, -84, last in the Metro 

Their offseason in six words: Johnny Gaudreau? Nah, too 
hard. Torts! 

Why they’re here: Can you believe these guys were 
legitimate Cup contenders as recently as the 2020 bubble, 
when they were one of the bye teams? The 2020-21 season 
was bad, and I wasn’t quite sure what to make of them last 
year. It turns out they were worse, by a lot, and should 
probably be doing a tear-it-all-down rebuild, only the boss’s 
boss won’t let them. Instead, it’s an aggressive retool, one 
that nobody seems to believe in. They’ll read the writing on 
the wall eventually, but in the meantime it’s going to be John 
Tortorella trying to grind out loser points from a bad team. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Last season: 31-37-14, 76 points, -38, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Klingberg, but just for a year. 

Why they’re here: Because I got the courage up to stick them 
here again after they briefly looked like they were going to 
make us all look foolish last year. It’s easy to forget now, but 
they were in first place in the Pacific midway through the 
season, largely on the strength of winning eight straight at 
one point. I think that was just an outlier streak for an 
otherwise dicey team, and Pat Verbeek seems OK with a 
patient approach, so I’ll say they’re still a year away from a 
true playoff push. But careful readers will note the first hint of 
trepidation sneaking into these predictions. 

San Jose Sharks 

Last season: 32-37-13, 77 points, -50, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: New coach, new GM, same 
problems. 

Why they’re here: They were bad last year and on paper 
they got worse, so the math isn’t too tough here. There are 
still moments when you look at the names on the roster and 
think they should add up to more than this, but it’s been three 
years since they were in the playoffs and at some point they 
are what they are. They are not good, and Mike Grier’s job 
isn’t necessarily to make them better in the short term. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Last season: 32-39-11, 75 points, -58, missed playoffs for an 
NHL record 11th straight year 

Their offseason in six words: Tage gets paid, Power arrives. 
Hope? 

Why they’re here: Sorry, Sabres fans, I tried. I really did. If I 
didn’t have to squeeze eight teams into this section, maybe I 
could have bumped you up. But as good as the vibes around 
the Sabres seem to be these days, I can’t see how it adds up 
to more than a season of mild improvement. That would be 
fine — anything that isn’t a step back would feel like a nice 
change — but it still leads to a second half spent trying to 
play spoiler against backup goalies. 

The Middle-of-the-Pack Division 

It’s not a bad place to be, as long as you don’t stay long. 

Ottawa Senators 

Last season: 33-42-7, 73 points, -40, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Hot Pierre Summer? Hot Pierre 
Summer. 

Why they’re here: Because after landing Alex DeBrincat, 
Claude Giroux and Cam Talbot, the rebuild is over in Ottawa. 
OK, sure, they said that last year too, and then it was the 
same old Sens. But last year’s declaration felt like wishful 
thinking, and this year there’s some logic behind it. I’m not 
convinced they’ve done enough to get all the way back to the 
playoffs this year, but I’ve got no problem moving them up a 
division. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Last season: 40-30-12, 92 points, +15, missed the playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: It’s a rebuild, no just kidding. 

Why they’re here: Because I believe in Bruce Boudreau, 
even though this summer’s game of wait-and-see makes it 
seems like Canucks management might not. Last year’s 
terrible start basically derailed the season, and that makes it 
hard to draw too many conclusions about what this team can 
be. But in a weak Pacific, they should at least be in the 
playoff mix, if not pushing for more. You can argue about 
whether a win-now approach is the right one for this team 
right now, but it’s what they chose, so they’d better win now. 

Dallas Stars 

Last season: 46-30-6, 98 points, -11, lost in round one 

Their offseason in six words: Jake Oettinger? Check! Jason 
Robertson? Whoops… 

Why they’re here: First of all, you know how there’s always 
one team that had way more points last year than you 
remember? That’s the Stars for me. They were a 98-point 
team that was an overtime away from winning a playoff 
round, so maybe I should be more sold than I am. It just feels 
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like last year was closer to their ceiling than their floor, even 
assuming that Robertson is back in the fold soon. But if 
Oettinger spends the whole season in playoff mode, look out. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Last season: 32-40-10, 74 points, -83, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: New goalie. New UFAs. 
Probably better? 

Why they’re here: The Wings have been very bad for six 
straight years now, so it’s going to take more than some B+ 
free agency shopping to get them back into contention. You 
have to start somewhere, though, and after being given all 
the time in the world by patient Detroit fans, Steve Yzerman 
finally decided to get started. We’ll see how much progress 
was made. If I had to move one of the middle teams down to 
the bottom-feeder division then I think it would be Detroit, but 
I don’t, so here we are. 

Washington Capitals 

Last season: 44-26-12, 100 points, +28, lost in first round 

Their offseason in six words: Why’s the Cup-winning goalie 
available? 

Why they’re here: I keep waiting for the Capitals to age out 
and take a Sharks-like plunge, and it never happens, and it 
never will happen, right up until it does. But while I’m not 
ready to predict a collapse, I do think the ceiling is getting 
lower on this team every year. Maybe Darcy Kuemper can 
paper over that trend this year, or even reverse it. I still think 
they’re a playoff team, or something very close, I’m just not 
sure where you get much more than that. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Last season: 44-27-11, 99 points, +3, lost in round one 

Their offseason in six words: Dustin Brown gets a statue 
apparently. 

Why they’re here: They were the only team from last year’s 
bottom-feeders group to make the playoffs, or even come all 
that close, so I owe them at least this much. That’s not to say 
that I’m picking them to get back to the playoffs this year — 
I’m pretty sure I’m not — but I continue to be impressed with 
Rob Blake’s slow-but-sure rebuild. Kevin Fiala should help, 
and a healthy Drew Doughty and a few steps forward from 
the younger contributors would keep them in the race all year 
long. 

Nashville Predators 

Last season: 45-30-7, 97 points, +12, lost in round one 

Their offseason in six words: It’s OK, Filip Forsberg is back. 

Why they’re here: They were my annual “team in the playoff 
hunt that I refuse to believe in until the postseason starts and 
they’re still there” pick for 2021-22, and I’m not any more 
sold on them this year than I was then. That might be the 
right call, since aside from adding Ryan McDonagh they 
didn’t really do much to improve. I know some smart people 
who like them better than I do, so take that for what it’s 
worth. 

Filip Forsberg. (Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last season: 46-25-11, 103 points, +47, lost in first round 

Their offseason in six words: Break up the core. Or don’t. 

Why they’re here: Because I beat the whole “I just can’t 
figure out the Penguins” schtick into the ground last year, so 
I’m not going to put them in the “no idea” group even though 
that’s where I want them. Last year I said I could imagine 
anything from them winning the Cup to being well into the 
lottery, and I’m not all that closer to having it figured out now. 

I do believe in Tristan Jarry more than I did a year ago, and 
an offseason spent re-signing everyone makes it clear that 
they’re still solidly in win-now mode, so I think the floor is 
higher than it felt like before. Other than that, let’s just say 
they’re at least in the playoff hunt and maybe a bit better 
than that. 

The Contenders Division 

Last year, this group featured the eventual champion, the 
other finalist, and the Presidents’ Trophy winners. It also 
included two teams that missed the playoffs. Are you feeling 
lucky? 

Colorado Avalanche 

Last season: 56-19-7, 119 points, +76, won the Stanley Cup 

Their offseason in six words: Kuemper? Who cares, let’s 
chug champagne. 

Why they’re here: Because I have to include every team and 
even I’m not enough of a contrarian to pretend the Avs are 
anything but the league’s best. The only question hanging 
over this team in recent years was whether their string of 
second-round exits meant there was some sort of playoff 
problem. Nope. It will be a major surprise if they don’t at least 
come out of the Central, and a repeat is very much on the 
table. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 
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Last season: 51-23-8, 110 points, +57, lost in Stanley Cup 
Final 

Their offseason in six words: Some guys leave, others get 
extensions. 

Why they’re here: They snapped their streak of 11 straight 
playoff round wins, but we’ll let them off with a warning this 
time. They’ve got the best goalie, quite possibly the best 
defenseman and best coach, one of the best forward groups, 
and smart management. A few of those extensions might get 
clunky, and the salary cap shoves them back towards the 
pack every summer, but this is still the NHL’s model 
franchise. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Last season: 54-20-8, 116 points, +77, lost in second round 

Their offseason in six words: Please give us stars for free. 

Why they’re here: Everyone’s trendy Cup pick for three years 
running added Brent Burns and Max Pacioretty without 
giving up much of anything. The big question mark last year 
was the goaltending, and that turned out to be a strength, so 
in theory they should run away with the Metro. It’s almost 
never quite that easy or obvious, but I can’t come up with a 
reason why they wouldn’t at least coast to an easy playoff 
spot. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last season: 54-21-7, 115 points, +60, you’ll never guess 
what happened next 

Their offseason in six words: No, we meant get better 
goalies. 

Why they’re here: Because there really isn’t a good reason 
for them not to be, unless you just say “it’s the Leafs,” which 
… yeah, you may be on to something. Stop me if you’ve 
heard this one, but this is the year that the Leafs either have 
a playoff run or blow it up, and in a tough Atlantic, that run is 
no sure thing. But narratives aside, this is a very good team. 
And while the duo of Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov is 
certainly a question mark to put it mildly, the goaltending was 
bad for most of last year and the Leafs still racked up 115 
points. They’ll be fine. At least during the regular season. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Last season: 49-27-6, 104 points, +34, lost in conference 
finals 

Their offseason in six words: Jack Campbell arrives, Evander 
Kane stays. 

Why they’re here: It finally clicked for the Oilers once Jay 
Woodcroft took over, and they seemed to upgrade their 
major weakness by signing Campbell. No, he didn’t exactly 
have a ton of playoff success in Toronto, and that multi-
month wobble last year is concerning. But this team won two 
rounds with Mike Smith, so good enough should be good 
enough. Meanwhile, the rest of us get to watch Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl battle it out for the Hart Trophy, 
as the Oilers continue to be can’t-miss viewing. 

New York Rangers 

Last season: 52-24-6, 110 points, +46, lost in conference 
finals 

Their offseason in six words: No real need for big changes. 

Why they’re here: They’re already a good team, some key 
pieces are still developing, and they have the best goalie in 
the world. That goalie probably won’t deliver another .935 
save percentage season, and the power play is unlikely to hit 
at 25 percent again, so there’s some serious risk of the 
percentages backsliding here. Still, some of that will be offset 
by the young players aging into more production, and there’s 
enough of a cushion that the playoffs feel safe. Once they’re 
there, they just need Igor Shesterkin to get hot for a few 
weeks and look out. 

Minnesota Wild 

Last season: 53-22-7, 113 points, +56, lost in first round 

Their offseason in six words: “I don’t have shit to do.” 

Why they’re here: Because I need eight teams in this 
section, and the Wild have a decent case, but I’ll admit up 
front that I’m getting into nervous territory. The Wild were 
very good last year, and despite losing Kevin Fiala and Cam 
Talbot, they should be good again. To be more than that 
might take a return to Vezina-ish form from Marc-Andre 
Fleury, which seems unlikely, or an MVP-level season from 
Kirill Kaprizov, which does not. 

Calgary Flames 

Last season: 50-21-11, 111 points, +85, lost in second round 

Their offseason in six words: Gaudreau! Tkachuk! 
Huberdeau! Weegar! Kadri! GAH! 

Why they’re here: Because after flipping them back and forth 
between this and the next group, I ended up here. After the 
summer they just had, it’s probably fair to say that the 
Flames have the widest variance of any team on the 
contenders list. They might be as good as last year. They 
might be even better. It’s also possible that the new core just 
didn’t click like the old one did, and the results look more like 
2020-21 than last year. I don’t think that last option is likely, 
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which is why I’m mostly OK with giving this last slot to 
Calgary. But if it all goes south, don’t say you weren’t 
warned. 

The Your-Guess-Is-As-Good-As-Mine Division 

These are teams that I find especially confusing, or at least 
that seem to have the widest range of reasonable outcomes. 
Feel free to explain them to me in the comments. 

St. Louis Blues 

Last season: 49-22-11, 109 points, +70, lost in second round 

Their offseason in six words: Thomas and Kyrou stay, no 
Tkachuk. 

Why they’re here: Because I like getting yelled at. 

Look, I get it — this was a good team for all of last year, a lot 
of us were too slow to get on board, and Blues fans have 
pretty much perfected the “everyone’s underselling us” 
mantra. Still, there are reasons to think that they won’t hit the 
heights of last year. Do they deserve to be in the contenders 
category? You could argue that they’re more deserving than 
a Wild team they beat in the playoffs, but I’m not sure. 
Meanwhile, Dom and friends have the Blues at just 92 points 
this year, which seems way too low for me, but even 
something like 98 or 100 still puts them closer to middle-of-
the-pack territory. 

(Did you like how I redirected angry Blues fans at the bigger 
preview post so they’d go yell there instead of here? Classic 
veteran move by me, I’m already in midseason form.) 

New Jersey Devils 

Last season: 27-46-9, 63 points, -57, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: No “Offseason Champions” 
banner this year. 

Why they’re here: Because they can’t possibly be anywhere 
near as bad as last year, unless the goaltending is bad 
again, which it very well might be because their answer was 
to go out and get a guy that the Capitals were sprinting away 
from. Jack Hughes is ready to be a megastar, they did add a 
few pieces to the middle of the lineup, and maybe Vitek 
Vanecek works out because you never know with 
goaltending. More importantly, the underlying numbers tell us 
they’re secretly good, and we all love to look smart by getting 
out ahead of the big leap. But man, they’ve got a long way to 
go. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Last season: 39-32-11, 89 points, -3, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Trotz said no? Run it back! 

Why they’re here: Last year was a mess, and they seemed 
to go all in on an offseason Barry Trotz gamble that didn’t 
pay off. Rick Bowness arrived and immediately stirred up 
controversy by taking the “C” from Blake Wheeler, and the 
roster shakeup we all assumed was coming never arrived. 
Add it all up, and this has all the signs of being a situation 
that could blow up in a very ugly way. Still, there’s a ton of 
talent here, including a Vezina-winning goalie, and Bowness 
will be better than what they had last year because he 
presumably won’t up and quit in December. Is it really that 
hard to imagine Connor Hellebuyck being good enough to 
make them three wins better, which gets them right into the 
wild-card mix? 

Connor Hellebuyck. (David Kirouac / Icon Sportswire via 
Getty Images) 

New York Islanders 

Last season: Let’s never speak of it again. 

Their offseason in six words: Fire Trotz. That’s it, work done. 

Why they’re here: I’m pretty sure I’ve missed on the 
Islanders for four years running, so I’m hedging my bets this 
year by putting them in a section where I can’t really be 
wrong. I didn’t see their turnaround under Trotz coming, and 
I’m still not sure I should have. I also didn’t see last year’s 
collapse, and maybe that would have been easier to predict 
when we saw the schedule and thought about what kind of 
start they might get out to. 

Still, 2021-22 feels like the worst-case scenario and then 
some, so they should be better … unless those three good 
years were just the Trotz effect, in which case who knows 
what happens under the new guy. Don’t worry Lane, Lou 
Lamoriello always gives his rookie coaches at least a few 
weeks to figure things out. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Last season: 43-31-8, 94 points, +18, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Coach: upgraded. Cap: 
addressed. Goalie: Um … 

Why they’re here: I rode the ship all the way down last year, 
but I was willing to get hurt again. They’ve got a better 
coach, a full year of Jack Eichel, and Mark Stone should get 
healthy soon enough to have an impact. There’s a plausible 
path here not just to the playoffs, but right to the top of the 
division. 

Then we found out they don’t have any goaltending. 
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OK, that’s a little over the top. They have goalies — probably 
even two of them! — and you never know who’s going to 
click for a season. But it’s not hard to imagine the Knights 
getting sunk by average or worse goaltending and missing 
the playoffs again. And if that happens, you can only imagine 
how big the offseason impact will be. 

Boston Bruins 

Last season: 51-26-5, 107 points, +35, lost in first round 

Their offseason in six words: New coach. Old Krejci. Many 
surgeries. 

Why they’re here: To start with, I’m still scarred from all those 
playoff matchups, so I probably overestimate the Bruins. But 
I’m also scarred by sticking with the Sharks for too long so I 
tend to assume older teams will crater, and so I probably 
underestimate the Bruins. They have a new coach, which 
usually gives a team at least a short-term boost. But their old 
coach was one of the best in the league. But the new guy 
might be too, we didn’t really get a chance to find out. And 
they did bring back Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci. But 
they’ll be missing Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy for the 
first few weeks or months. But man, they should be really 
good once those guys are back. But also, they could be out 
of playoff contention by then. 

So yeah, pretty clear which way this is going. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last season: 37-38-7, 81 points, -39, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in six words: Johnny who? Are we being 
pranked? 

Why they’re here: Because I was all set to assume that 
adding Johnny Gaudreau would get them into the middle of 

the pack, and then I read this. That’s the model’s season 
preview telling us that the Blue Jackets will be worse than 
last year, which seems a) unlikely and b) super mean to 
long-suffering Columbus fans who finally had something to 
feel good about. 

I’m not smart enough to argue with the model, but I’m also 
not mean enough to agree with it, so the Blue Jackets wind 
up here. One player can only do so much in hockey, so it’s 
not like Columbus is going to contend. But worse? It’s 
apparently on the table, but I just can’t see it, and if there’s 
any justice they’ll be quite a bit better. 

Florida Panthers 

Last season: 58-18-6, 122 points, +95, won the Presidents’ 
Trophy but lost in second round 

Their offseason in six words: The biggest blockbuster of the 
era. 

Why they’re here: The Matthew Tkachuk trade was a 
genuine stunner from all sides. I like it from the Panthers’ 
perspective; a really good, young player became available, 
and they elbowed their way to the front of the line and 
slammed down the asking price while everyone else was 
trying to haggle. I think Florida won the trade, even if it 
doesn’t feel like it because we thought whoever got Tkachuk 
would be committing larceny. But the goaltending is still 
questionable, the blue line is kind of a mess, and I’m really 
not sold on Paul Maurice as the guy to fix it all. 

They’re going to be worse because that’s how regression 
works, but they could drop 25 points and still make the 
playoffs, so that’s safe. I think. Honestly, with these guys, I 
have no idea. It could all fall apart, it could all end in a 
Stanley Cup. The only scenario I can’t imagine is one where 
they’re boring.
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Preseason Recap: Youthful Canes Cast Tops Veteran Panthers Lineup 

"I thought overall it was just a great effort, which is what you 
want to see this time of year. It was all new guys, young kids 
and them getting the way that we need to play." 

By Walt Ruff 

SUNRISE, FL. - Thursday morning Rod Brind'Amour 
acknowledged that he would be taking a roster comprised of 
young talent and players competing for roster spots to take 
on the Florida Panthers. 

The Carolina Hurricanes' head coach said that the situation 
made it easier to assess his batch, as they'd be going up 
against an experienced Cats lineup - one that likely closely 
resembles what they'll dress for their regular season opener. 

"Say it goes in our favor - someone played well, someone's 
standing out," the 2021 Jack Adams Award winner offered. 

And it turned out that that would exactly be the case, as the 
Canes took a decisive 5-2 victory with them back to Raleigh. 

BOX SCORE 

After killing off an early Calvin de Haan minor, Carolina made 
good on their first power play opportunity of the night as 
Stefan Noesen deposited a second chance past Sergei 
Bobrovsky. Competing for a roster spot after posting 48 
goals with Chicago (AHL) last year, the Plano, TX-born 
winger cut through the slot and put home the rebound on his 
backhand to give the visitors the first lead of the night. 

"It was a good feeling, just to score in general is the goal you 
strive for," Noesen remarked post-game. "It was a point shot 
that gave a lucky bounce and found me in the middle. Pretty 
simple, just cleaning up the trash." 

3:35 later the Canes were back on the penalty kill, tasked 
with the shorthanded assignment after Ondrej Kase was 
called for a hook. And despite the Panthers going with their 
top dogs on the power play, Derek Stepan was instead the 
one to cash in. Streaking into the zone on the glove-hand 
side, Stepan fired to the same side, beating Bobrovsky up 
high. 

"It doesn't happen without Haaner (de Haan) going to the 
net. That's what started it. It backs off their defense and 
gives me a chance to shoot it," Stepan said. "Without his 
hustle, we're not even talking right now. Their defenseman 
got put in a tough spot because the puck bounced right to 
me and put him in a tough spot, flat-footed. What Hanner did 
isn't easy work and that's why I was able to get the 
opportunity." 

Taking a 2-0 advantage into the second, it took just 2:32 for 
Carolina to make their lead three - this one coming from 19-
year-old Justin Robidas.  

Connecting with up-and-comers Jamieson Rees and Joseph 
LaBate, Robidas' marker was the first of two from the Canes 
youth in the middle frame. This time 3:36 later it was 2020 
second round selection Vasily Ponomarev putting home a 
cross-ice feed from Max Lajoie on the power play. 

Florida's Sam Bennett would beat Antti Raanta in between 
Carolina's third and fourth tallies but when all was said and 
done it was the only shot that got by the visiting starter all 
night. Raanta turned away 20 shots in two period of work 
before Zach Sawchenko entered prior to the start of the third 
period. 

In the final frame the two sides would trade goals but the 
Canes remained in control, earning their second preseason 
win in as many tries. 

"I thought overall it was just a great effort, which is what you 
want to see this time of year," Brind'Amour summarized. "It 
was all new guys, young kids and them getting the way that 
we need to play." 

What's Next? 

The Canes will have their first scheduled off day of training 
camp on Friday. 

Saturday they will host the Panthers at PNC Arena at 1 p.m. 
The game is sold out, but a stream will be available on 
Hurricanes.com.
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Sept. 29: Preseason Roundup 

Sergei Bobrovsky allowed five goals on 28 shots for the 
Florida Panthers in a 5-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes at 
FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Thursday. 

Sam Bennett and Brandon Montour scored for the Panthers. 

Derek Stepan scored a short-handed goal, and Antti Raanta 
made 20 saves on 21 shots in two periods for the 
Hurricanes. Each was playing his first game of the 
preseason.  

Zach Sawchenko made eight saves in the third. 

Stefan Noesen gave Carolina a 1-0 lead on the power play at 
12:15 of the first period, and Stepan made it 2-0 at 15:50. 
Stepan, a 32-year-old forward, is in training camp on a 
professional tryout contract. 

Justin Robidas extended the lead to 3-0 at 2:32 of the 
second period before Bennett cut it to 3-1 at 3:25. 

Vasiliy Ponomarev made it 4-1 on the power play at 6:08. 

Jack Drury pushed it to 5-1 on a redirection at 8:25 of the 
third period. 

Montour scored on a backhand around Sawchenko at 11:27 
for the 5-2 final. 

Predators 2, Lightning 0: Kevin Lankinen made 30 saves for 
the Nashville Predators in a 2-0 win against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville. 

Lankinen, who is expected to back up Juuse Saros after 
signing a one-year contract on July 14, also stopped all 13 
shots he faced in 29:56 against the Florida Panthers on 
Monday. 

The game was originally supposed to be played at Amalie 
Arena in Tampa, but the Lightning announced on Monday 

that they were postponing the game and temporarily moving 
their training camp to Tennessee because of the potential 
effects of Hurricane Ian. 

Nino Niederreiter and John Leonard scored for Nashville. 

Brian Elliott made 29 saves for Tampa Bay. 

Niederreiter, who signed a two-year, $8 million contract with 
Nashville on July 21, made it 1-0 at 16:15 of the first period 
off a pass from Ryan Johansen. 

Leonard, who signed a one-year, two-way contract on July 
18, made it 2-0 at 17:22 of the third period. 

Devils 5, Rangers 2: Dougie Hamilton had a goal and two 
assists for the New Jersey Devils in a 5-2 win against the 
New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Nathan Bastian had a goal and an assist, and Vitek Vanecek 
made 15 saves for New Jersey. 

Chris Kreider and Alexis Lafreniere each scored short-
handed, and Igor Shesterkin allowed three goals on 25 shots 
in two periods for New York. Olof Lindbom made nine saves 
in the third. 

Kreider gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 5:46 of the first 
period on a 2-on-1 with Adam Fox. 

Miles Wood tied it 1-1 at 16:01 after receiving a stretch pass 
by Hamilton, who scored 41 seconds later to make it 2-1. 

Bastian pushed the lead to 3-1 at 14:56 of the second period 
before Tomas Tatar made it 4-1 at 6:02 of the third on a 
backhand from the right circle. 

Lafreniere brought the Rangers to within 4-2 at 13:08, but 
Erik Haula scored into an empty net at 17:11 for the 5-2 final. 
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Sammy Blais had four hits in 13:31 in his first game this 
preseason for the Rangers. The forward, who was acquired 
in a trade with the St. Louis Blues for forward Pavel 
Buchnevich on July 23, 2021, played 14 games last season 
before tearing his ACL in his right knee on Nov. 14. 

Recap: NJD 5, NYR 2 

    04:55 • September 29, 2022 

Jets 4, Canadiens 3: Brad Lambert and Nate Schmidt scored 
late in the third period to give the Winnipeg Jets a 4-3 win 
against the Montreal Canadiens at Bell Centre in Montreal. 

Lambert, who was selected in the first round (No. 30) of the 
2022 NHL Draft, tied it 3-3 with 3:29 left, and Schmidt scored 
the game-winner with 18 seconds remaining. 

Evan Polei and Cole Maier scored, and David Rittich allowed 
one goal on 10 shots in two periods for Winnipeg. Arvid Holm 
came on in the third period and made 13 saves.  

Brendan Gallagher and Cole Caufield each had a goal and 
an assist, and Christian Dvorak had two assists for Montreal. 
Jake Allen started and allowed one goal on 11 shots in 30:24 
before being replaced by Cayden Primeau (11 saves). 

Kaiden Guhle, who was selected in the first round (No. 16) of 
the 2020 NHL Draft, gave the Canadiens a 1-0 lead at 5:15 
of the first period. 

Polei tied it 1-1 at 11:05, and Maier put the Jets in front 2-1 
at 14:26 of the second period. 

Gallagher tied it 2-2 on the power play at 10:08 of the third, 
and Caufield scored on the man-advantage to make it 3-2 at 
11:48. 

Recap: WPG 4, MTL 3 

    04:15 • September 29, 2022 

Blues 4, Blue Jackets 2: Pavel Buchnevich had a goal and 
an assist for the St. Louis Blues in a 4-2 win against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Enterprise Center in St. Louis. 

Robert Bortuzzo also scored, Vladimir Tarasenko had an 
assist, and Tyler Pitlick had two assists for the Blues, who 
are 4-0 in the preseason. 

Buchnevich, Bortuzzo and Tarasenko were each playing his 
first game of the preseason. Pitlick, who is in training camp 
on a professional tryout contract, has four assists in three 
preseason games. 

Thomas Greiss made 23 saves on 25 shots in two periods 
before being replaced by Colten Ellis, who made 10 saves in 
the third. 

Yegor Chinakhov scored twice, and Nolan Lalonde made 
nine saves in 29:34 for the Blue Jackets. Pavel Cajan 
allowed four goals on 12 shots in relief. 

Chinakhov gave Columbus a 1-0 lead at 3:50 of the first 
period, scoring from the point on a delayed penalty. He then 
extended it to 2-0 at 11:07 of the second period when he 
skated down the left side and beat Greiss five-hole. 

Buchnevich cut the lead to 2-1 at 12:19, scoring from the slot 
on the power play. 

Bortuzzo scored 28 seconds later on a slap shot from the 
point to tie it 2-2. 

Hugh McGing gave St. Louis a 3-2 lead at 18:40, scoring 
with a backhand as he crashed the net off a pass from below 
the goal line by Pitlick. 

Niko Mikkola scored at 13:10 of the third period for the 4-2 
final. 

Wild 5, Stars 2: Marco Rossi had a goal and an assist for the 
Minnesota Wild in a 5-2 win against the Dallas Stars at 
American Airlines Center in Dallas. 

Jonas Brodin also had a goal and an assist, Tyson Jost had 
three assists, and Mason Shaw had two assists for the Wild. 
Jesper Wallstedt made 33 saves. 

Ty Dellandrea and Nils Lundkvist scored, and Anton 
Khudobin made 23 saves for the Stars. 

Rossi scored a short-handed goal to put Minnesota in front 
1-0 at 9:01 of the first period, but Dellandrea scored his own 
short-handed goal to tie it 1-1 at 13:35. 

Mats Zuccarello gave the Wild a 2-1 lead at 15:57 with a 
power-play goal. 

Brodin pushed the lead to 3-1 at 14:03 of the second period, 
and Jared Spurgeon scored 2:39 into the third period to 
make it 4-1. 

Lundkvist cut it to 4-2 with a power-play goal at 8:33. 

Sam Steel scored at 12:51 for the 5-2 final. 

Recap: MIN 5, DAL 2 

    05:01 • September 29, 2022 
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Kraken 4, Canucks 3 (OT): Ryan Donato scored with 41 
seconds remaining in overtime to give the Seattle Kraken a 
4-3 win against the Vancouver Canucks at Rogers Arena in 
Vancouver 

Donato skated in on a breakaway and deked Arturs Silovs 
before roofing a backhand. 

Kole Lind and John Hayden scored in the third period, and 
Will Borgen had two assists for Seattle. Joey Daccord 
allowed three goals on 21 shots in 30:19 before being 
replaced by Martin Jones, who stopped all 15 shots he 
faced. 

Andrei Kuzmenko had two goals and an assist, Elias 
Pettersson and J.T. Miller each had two assists, and 

Thatcher Demko allowed one goal on 18 shots in two periods 
for Vancouver. Silovs made eight saves in relief. 

Kuzmenko, who signed a one-year, entry-level contract on 
July 13, gave the Canucks a 1-0 lead at 2:51 of the first 
period before extending it to 2-0 with a power-play goal at 
9:56. 

Tye Kartye scored a power-play goal to cut it to 2-1 at 12:44, 
but Tanner Pearson responded with his own goal on the 
man-advantage to restore Vancouver's two-goal lead at 
16:55. 

Lind cut it to 3-2 at 4:02 of the third period, and Hayden tied 
it 3-3 at 12:33.
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Canes’ prospects, depth pieces topple Panthers 5-2 

By Alec Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes moved to 2-0 for the preseason with 
a 5-2 win over the Florida Panthers Thursday night, and this 
time it was the Canes’ prospects and depth players making 
up the roster. 

The Canes got goals from Stefan Noesen, Derek Stepan, 
Justin Robidas, Vasiliy Ponomarev and Jack Drury, as a 
roster of mostly non-NHL players and guys fighting for an 
NHL spot beat an NHL-heavy Panthers roster. 

Antti Raanta started in net for the Canes and made 20 saves 
while allowing one goal over two periods of play. Zach 
Sawchenko played the third period, allowing one goal while 
making 8 saves. 

This will be a pretty brief recap because, well, nobody could 
watch a lot of the game. The Panthers had some technical 
issues with the stream, which didn’t come on until sometime 
in the second period. 

Regardless, here’s the box score recap of how the first two 
periods went: 

Noesen, who is certainly fighting for an NHL spot with the 
Canes, opened up the scoring on the power play 12:15 into 
the first period. The goal was given to Noesen, then to Ryan 
Dzingel and then back to Noesen. I’ll let Walt Ruff, who was 
in the building, describe it for you. 

Then at the 15:50 mark of the first period, Stepan scored 
shorthanded. Stepan is on a professional tryout, as he’s 
once again trying to make his case for a spot in Carolina’s 
lineup. 

Then in the second period, it was the prospects that made 
the difference for the Hurricanes. Robidas made it 3-0 early 
in the middle period, with Ponomarev adding another on the 
power play after Sam Bennett opened the scoring for the 
home team. 

The Canes made it 5-1 midway through the third period, as 
Calvin de Haan gathered the puck at the blue line and rifled 
a shot towards net. Ondrej Kase and Drury filled the lane, 
and Drury got his stick to it to help it into the net. 

Florida got one back as Brandon Montour unleashed a filthy 
move to beat Sawchenko and make it 5-2. 

The Canes saw at the win, as the young guns and veterans 
fighting for a spot put together a pretty impressive 
performance. 

In addition to the goals, Ryan Dzingel, Dylan Coghlan, 
Joseph LaBate, Jamieson Rees, max Lajoie, Jalen Chatfield, 
Calvin de Haan and Jordan Martinook all had assists. 

The Canes and Panthers will faceoff in Raleigh on Saturday 
at 1 p.m. 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 30, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Center Depth Can Overcome Offseason Departures 

By Jacob Billington 

The NHL’s most elite teams all have one thing in common: 
center depth. Centers are often talented but are also 
defensively responsible. There are one-dimensional centers, 
like Mark Scheifele, who tend to focus on offense more than 
defense, but others, like Phillip Danault, make up for that. 
Some teams are fortunate enough to have a balance of the 
two in their top two centers, or even have two strong two-way 
centers slotted into their top six. 

After forwards Max Domi and Vincent Trochek were not re-
signed, are the Carolina Hurricanes deep enough down the 
middle to overcome their offseason departures? Trochek 
was a true second-line center, and worked very well in the 
Hurricanes organization. Though it is a tough loss, moving 
on from Trochek and not handing out the contract he earned 
in New York was the right call. As for Domi, his contract with 
the Chicago Blackhawks could have been matched by the 
Hurricanes, but they believe they have the pieces internally 
to fill those two voids. 

The Hurricanes have a few options down the middle. I expect 
at least six or seven players to play center throughout the 
season, whether that be a position swap, an injury, a scratch, 
or a callup. But how do the ‘Canes centers stack up to the 
rest of the league? 

Rod Brind’Amour doesn’t typically stick to the standard first 
through fourth line. This Hurricanes lineup has four capable 
lines that can all play certain minutes depending on their 
level of play each night. That being said, here’s a look at the 
centers and where they are expected to slot in on opening 
night. 

First-Line Center: Sebastian Aho 

Sebastian Aho is an elite center. There is no question about 
that. He isn’t quite in that same league as Auston Matthews, 
Nathan MacKinnon, Leon Draisaitl, or Connor McDavid, but 
he is comparable to many in the top 10. Aho is typically 
ranked among centers in the same area as Sidney Crosby 

and Aleksander Barkov. That is really high praise for the 25-
year-old. 

After registering 37 goals and 81 points in 2021-22, Aho has 
given everyone a reason to remember the name. Many 
consider him a speedy, skilled, well-rounded center, which 
he definitely is, but they don’t give him the credit he deserves 
for eclipsing 37 goals twice in his young NHL career, not to 
mention his 38 goals in 68 games before the COVID-19 
pause shut down the league. 

Aho also has great chemistry with his linemates, Seth Jarvis 
and Andrei Svechnikov. He scores goals, sets up plays, and 
has a good enough two-way game that the Hurricanes don’t 
have to compensate by acquiring a shut-down center to play 
behind him. 

Second-Line Center: Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who was acquired from the Montreal 
Canadiens by signing an offer sheet, may be the answer to 
fill in for Trochek. The Hurricanes have committed just over 
$38.5 million to him over eight seasons with a cap hit of 
$4.82 million per year, following his one-year, $6.1 million 
deal. Is Kotkaniemi worth that money? This season will tell. 

After joining the Hurricanes, Kotkaniemi was slotted into the 
bottom six, where he played quite well. He was only given 
two games as the team’s second-line center but maintained 
his performance. This season, after the departure of 
Trochek, the former third-overall pick will be called upon to 
take on the bigger role. 

Even in the bottom six, and mostly on the fourth line, 
Kotkaniemi still registered 29 points in 66 games last season. 
I have high hopes for him on the second line, and he has 
shown some very good play at both ends of the ice and 
could be a great complementary piece behind Aho, lining up 
with Teuvo Teräväinen and Martin Necas, who are both 
poised for a big season. 

Third-Line Center: Jordan Staal 
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Jordan Staal, who has been a leader on the Hurricanes for 
what feels like forever, is still a worthy third-line center. At 34 
years old, his production is likely to slow down, but if his past 
few seasons are any indication, he is still a dominant two-
way center who is good for 40 to 50 points, especially on a 
line with Jesper Fast and Paul Stastny, if they click. 

Staal and Stastny are an experienced duo and should do 
well together. Staal has the versatility to keep up with any 
line he is placed on. He can be a defense-first, shut-down 
center like Danault, or he has shown he can still produce 
offensively, being a consistent 50-point scorer throughout his 
career. 

Fourth-Line Center: A Few Options 

In this last section, we’ll look at options outside of the top 
three mentioned above. 

Jack Drury is projected to fill this slot, but things can always 
change. Coming off a 52-point campaign in the American 
Hockey League (AHL) with the Chicago Wolves, and two 
NHL games with the Hurricanes, Drury, who is only 22 years 
old, has a lot to prove. The offensive talents may not be on 
full display on the fourth line, but as I mentioned, he may get 
chances higher in the lineup, which will be dictated by his on-
ice impact. 

Jack Drury Carolina HurricanesJack Drury, Carolina 
Hurricanes (Photo by Mark LoMoglio/Icon Sportswire via 
Getty Images) 

Derek Stepan returns to the Hurricanes on a professional try-
out and is looking to make the team once again. He was 
good enough last season, suiting up for 58 games, but I think 
the Hurricanes are going to look elsewhere for this spot. He 
would be a great asset in case of injuries, or if he agrees to a 
two-way contract and can spend some time with some 
developing teammates in the AHL. 

Paul Stastny is an extremely versatile player. If Aho is injured 
for a couple of games and Brind’Amour doesn’t want to 
shake up lines too much, Stastny can fill in here. He is most 
likely to play on the left wing throughout the year, but may 
get some opportunities as a center. He wants a Stanley Cup 
and will give 110% in any role he is asked to play. 

With the losses mentioned above, with Trochek and Domi 
signing elsewhere, there will certainly be some interesting 
combinations throughout the year. With the Hurricanes 
chasing their second Stanley Cup, it is not an ideal time to 
have any uncertainties in these important roles. With this 
group of centers, I don’t believe there is any reason for 
concern regarding the depth down the middle. Regardless of 
what the pre-game lineup says, it all comes down to 
deployment, and we have seen before that Brind’Amour 
doesn’t have any problem rotating his lines. Any group of 
four centers are good enough to compete each night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266594551.html 
https://theathletic.com/3636074/2022/09/30/nhl-predictions-picks-playoffs-worst-teams/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preseason-recap-youthful-canes-cast-tops-veteran-panthers-lineup/c-335916594 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-preseason-roundup-september-29/c-335918764 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/9/29/23379683/canes-prospects-depth-pieces-topple-panthers-5-2 
https://thehockeywriters.com/hurricanes-center-depth-overcome-offseason-departures/  
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1253355 Carolina Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes 2-0 in preseason after 5-2 road victory 
over Florida Panthers 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 10:25 PM 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour decided to go 
with younger prospects and players fighting for roster spots 
Thursday in the Canes’ second preseason game. 

The Florida Panthers, in turn, went more of a more veteran 
lineup that included former Canes captain Eric Staal. 

Edge, Panthers? 

Not this night. The Canes scored twice on the power play 
and added another goal shorthanded in notching a 5-2 
victory. 

“Obviously with our lineup we were missing some pretty big 
pieces,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “But the guys who 
were in there really competed hard. I know it’s just a 
preseason game, but that’s the only way you’d have a 
chance to win against a team like that. 

“I thought overall it was just a great effort, which is what you 
want to see this time of year when you’re tying to build 
something, and with new guys.” 

One of the Canes veterans Wednesday was goalie Antti 
Raanta. In net for the first time since a Game 7 playoff loss 
to the New York Rangers, he had several quality stops 
among his 20 saves in the first two periods before being 
replaced by Zach Sawchenko in the third. 

The Canes topped Tampa Bay 5-1 on Tuesday in their 
preseason opener at PNC Arena with many of their regulars 
playing against a young Lightning lineup, and with a 
predictable result. Carolina scored three times on the power 
play and rolled to an easy win. 

Asked Thursday morning if that might be the case in the 
Canes’ second game, that their prospects might be 
overmatched against Florida’s older lineup on the road, 
Brind’Amour said: ”If it doesn’t, if it works in our favor, then 
someone is playing well, someone’s standing out.” 

Two of the Canes’ young forwards scored — Justin Robidas 
at even strength and Vasily Ponomarev on the power play. 

Their goals in the second period came after Stefan Noesen 
had given the Canes a 1-0 lead with a power-goal goal and 
Derek Stepan had scored shorthanded to make it 2-0 in the 
first. 

Defenseman Dylan Coghlan, who had three assists in the 
first preseason game, assisted on Noesen’s goal, again 
unloading a big shot from the point. He also blocked a game-
high five shots. 

Jack Drury tipped in the rebound of a Calvin de Haan shot 
past goalie Sergei Bobrovsky in the third to push the Canes’ 
lead to 5-1. 

Sam Bennett scored for the Panthers in the second as 
Gustav Forsling and Eetu Luostarinen, two former Canes, 
had assists. Defenseman Brandon Montour scored in the 
third for Florida against Sawchenko. 

Canes defenseman Ethan Bear and the Panthers’ Matthew 
Tkachuk mixed it up briefly in the third, 

The Hurricanes and Panthers will play again Saturday in a 1 
p.m. game at PNC Arena. Defensemen Brent Burns and 
Jaccob Slavin, who sat out the first two preseason games, 
should get their first game action. 

News Observer LOADED: 09.30.2022 
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Making push for roster spot, Carolina Hurricanes’ Dylan 
Coghlan is proving he belongs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 1:58 PM 

 

It was big news when forward Max Pacioretty was traded to 
the Carolina Hurricanes this year. 

It was also big news, and unfortunately so for Pacioretty, 
when he tore an Achilles tendon in training. 

But while Pacioretty won’t be in the Canes’ lineup on opening 
night for the 2022-23 season, the other player involved in the 
trade — Dylan Coghlan — may well be. 
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The defenseman also was sent to the Hurricanes as part of 
the deal with the Vegas Golden Knights. He has quickly 
jumped into some intense competition for a roster spot, 
proving his value to Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour and 
management with his play on the ice. 

Talk about a good first impression. Coghlan had three 
assists Tuesday in the Canes’ first preseason game, a 5-1 
victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena, and 
was named the game’s second star. 

Quarterbacking a power-play unit, Coghlan’s sharp pass 
from the point led to a goal by Andrei Svechnikov. Later, his 
bomb of a shot from the near the blue line was tipped by 
forward Paul Stastny past goalie Maxime Lagace. 

“I was just trying to get out of the way,” Stastny said, joking 
with the media after the game. 

And Coghlan, 24, appears to be shouldering his way into the 
Canes’ plans for the season, as someone who could be in 
the third defensive pairing. 

Coghlan describes himself as a guy who plays hockey with a 
perpetual chip on his shoulder. 

“It’s been crazy. I wasn’t drafted (by NHL teams) and wasn’t 
really the first pick of my junior team,” he told The News & 
Observer last Sunday. “I’ve had to work for everything and 
prove people wrong. 

“It hasn’t been easy, with lots of doubters. That’s kind of 
been going on my whole career, people saying I can’t do 
something and me going out there and proving them wrong. 
I’ve always had that fire in my gut, to keep proving people 
wrong.” 

A native of Duncan, British Columbia, Coghlan spent four 
seasons playing for the Tri-City Americans in the Western 
Hockey League before moving up to the American Hockey 
League. He was with the Chicago Wolves for two seasons 
when they were the Vegas AHL affiliate, then was signed by 
the Golden Knights. 

Coghlan made his NHL debut and got in 29 games with 
Vegas in 2020-21, the condensed NHL season, then 59 last 
season. But he said he was not shocked, much less 
dismayed, to be a part of the Vegas trade with the 
Hurricanes.. 

“I always had it in the back of my head it wasn’t going to 
work out there and I was never going to get a chance,” 
Coghlan said. “The way the coaching staff was, it didn’t really 
feel like they believed in me. When I got a chance to move 
up in the lineup and did really well, I didn’t really get 
rewarded for it. 

“By the sound of it, it’s going to be better here. And I can see 
with the guys here, and how they play, it fits my style of play. 
I’m already super comfortable.” 

A right-hand shot, Coghlan is being used on his off-side and 
played the left side Tuesday with defensive partner Jalen 

Chatfield. It’s something new for the 6-2, 208-pound D-man 
and has been an adjustment, he said. 

“I’m just trying to get the reps in and try to get the gap figured 
out,” he said. “It’s going well, though. It’s a work in progress 
and getting better every day.” 

While another newcomer, veteran defenseman Brent Burns, 
will quarterback the Canes’ top power-play unit, Coghlan 
could run the second unit and seems comfortable in doing it. 
That will be sorted out in camp and other preseason games 
before some tough final decisions on the roster spots are 
made. 

“So far he’s got the heavy shot, which I like, and seems to 
move pretty well, too,” Brind’Amour said. 

Coghlan has quickly caught the eye of his teammates, 
including defenseman Brett Pesce, who said Tuesday he 
knew little of Coghlan before the trade. 

Pesce’s assessment: “Really good player, it seems. Super 
smooth with the puck. Great competitor who will be good for 
us.” 

As for Coghlan, he said he has just one thing in mind: “Keep 
the foot on the gas.” 

HURRICANES VS. PANTHERS PRESEASON GAME INFO 

When: Thursday, Sept. 29 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise, Florida 

Puck drop: 7 p.m. 

WATCH: Stream for free at FloridaPanthers.com 
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Double vision: Panthers experiment with Barkov, Lundell 
together on top line in preseason 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 7:19 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers believe Anton Lundell can be 
something like an heir to Aleksander Barkov — an elite two-
way center, who could one day anchor their top line and 
coincidentally is also from Finland. 

They also think they can coexist next to each other. 

The Panthers are tried out some new lines for their third 
preseason game Thursday against the Carolina Hurricanes 
at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, and the top group took a 
distinctly Finnish flavor with Barkov and Lundell playing 
together on a line for the first time. 

“I just want to see it,” coach Paul Maurice said Wednesday. 
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It’s a very different look for Florida, compared to what it ran a 
year ago on the way to the Presidents’ Trophy. Last season, 
the Panthers stuck with Barkov on the top line, Sam Bennett 
on the second, Lundell on the third and fellow center Eetu 
Luostarinen on the fourth, essentially whenever all four were 
healthy. 

Lundell, still only 20, thrived playing next to wingers Sam 
Reinhart and Mason Marchment, but Marchment signed as a 
free agent in the offseason with the Dallas Stars. 

Marchment’s departure — along with All-Star forward Claude 
Giroux’s and an injury to winger Anthony Duclair — left 
Maurice with a philosophical debate to work through in his 
first season as coach. 

“Have you decided, with Anthony’s injury, are you loading up 
two lines or are you going to split them across three?” 
Maurice said, thinking out loud. “We’re going to see.” 

With Reinhart and Bennett now potentially set to play with 
All-Star right wing Matthew Tkachuk, Lundell’s move up to 
the top line to right wing play next to Barkov and fellow 
forward Carter Verhaeghe is a look at the former option. 

Last year, Lundell scored 18 goals and handed out 26 
assists in only 65 games — his 0.68 points per game were 
fifth most among rookies — to finish sixth in voting for the 
Calder Memorial Trophy. He also frequently played next to 
Barkov on Florida’s top penalty-killing unit and finished in the 
top six among Panthers forwards in average time on ice. 

Although Lundell’s move to the top line could potentially 
sacrifice some of the depth Florida had in the 2021-22 NHL 
season, it could be the path to ensure the Panthers get the 
most out of their best forwards. 

On this top line, Barkov and Lundell can both make plays, 
score and defend, and Verhaeghe adds a dimension of pure 
speed the two centers lack. 

“I was joking,” Verhaeghe said. “I was like, I don’t have to 
play any defense.” 

A one-game test run doesn’t mean the idea is here to stay, 
either. 

The plan, Maurice said, is to keep experimenting for the next 
three preseason games and then have an idea of what an 
opening-day lineup could be in time for the preseason finale 
in October. 

This is one experiment with a chance to reshape the ideas of 
a Florida lineup completely. 

“I really like this young man as a player, and the more 
positions a young guy can play, the more you can move 
them around,” Maurice said of Lundell. “There will be a fair 
amount of experimentation in the next three games.” 

Miami Herald LOADED: 09.30.2022 
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Spencer Knight Glad to Get Contract, Go Back to Work 

 

George Richards4-5 minutes 29/09/2022 

 

CORAL SPRINGS — There was no sense of urgency when 
it came to the Florida Panthers and goalie Spencer Knight 
getting a contract extension done right now. 

It is not like Knight is going anywhere. 

Knight, 21, is in the final year of his entry-level contract with 
the Panthers and the team will control the goaltender’s 
contractual rights for the next five seasons. 

An extension would not have been needed until following this 
season. 

Still, both the Panthers and Knight wanted to get something 
done sooner-than-later and announced a three-year 
extension worth an average of $4.5 million per season on 
Tuesday. 

Panthers Hockey is Back! 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers from Training 
Camp to the Playoffs, Get a Subscription to Florida Hockey 
Now! 

For Knight, getting the deal done now means less things he 
has to worry about. 

Truthfully, though, it does not sound like he was sweating it 
all that much. Nor should he have been. 

”It feels good. It’s one of those things where it is nice to come 
to the rink and just play, focus on having fun playing 
hockey,’’ Knight said following Wednesday’s morning 
practice at the IceDen. 

“That is what I love to do. I am very grateful it got done 
before the season. When you come to the rink, you just want 
to play and be with the guys, just have fun. That’s why I am 
so grateful it is done before the season so I can do that.” 

The new contract sets Knight up rather handsomely moving 
forward. He is currently making a base salary of just under 
$1 million with performance bonuses which could push his 
total compensation for this season around $2.5 million. 

Based off this season’s contracts, Knight is getting starter 
money starting next year with a salary which ranks him in the 
top 25 among NHL goalies. 

With Sergei Bobrovsky having a $10 million cap hit for the 
entirety of Knight’s extension, Florida will almost assuredly 
have the highest paid goalie tandem in the league next 
season. 

The Panthers made a solid financial commitment to Knight, 
one which shows how important he is to the future of the 
organization. 
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”I think there is a lot of great stuff going on here,” he said. 
“I’m really fortunate to be a part of it. That being said, nothing 
is guaranteed still. I know that. I still need to come to the rink 
and, not prove to everyone else but to myself. I have my own 
standards.’’ 

NEWS, NOTES 

As expected, the Panthers made a number of roster moves 
following the doubleheader in Nashville on Monday with six 
players being sent back to their junior teams. 

Florida’s training camp roster is now at 49 players — not 
counting the injured Anthony Duclair. 

The junior returns: Forwards Liam Arnsby, Josh Davies and 
Sandvis Vilmanis as well as defensemen Marek Alscher, 
Evan Nause and Braden Hache. 

— Due to heavy rains in the area on Tuesday and 
Wednesday from Hurricane Ian, some parking lots at FLA 
Live Arena had a lot of standing water forcing the main 
entrance to close. 

As of Thursday morning, the water had receded and all 
entrances were open. 

Parking is free for tonight’s game. 

The Panthers will also donate a portion of their 50/50 raffle 
proceeds from tonight’s game to benefit Hurricane Ian relief 
efforts across the state. 

— Justin Sourdif is still not practicing with the team but was 
on the ice working out with Riley Nash on Wednesday. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS PRESEASON 

Tonight: Carolina Hurricanes (1-0) at Florida Panthers (1-1) 

When: 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

Tickets: $15 donation benefits youth hockey in South Florida 

Parking: Free 

2022 Preseason — Monday: Florida 4, Nashville 3 (OT); 
Nashville 4, Florida 0. Tonight: vs. Carolina, 7 p.m. Saturday: 
at Carolina, 1 p.m. Oct. 6: vs. Tampa Bay, 7 p.m. Oct. 8: at 
Tampa Bay, 4 p.m 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 09.30.2022 
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Blue Jackets preseason: Chinakhov stands out in loss to St. 
Louis Blues 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

After getting two goals by Yegor Chinakhov, the Blue Jackets 
allowed four unanswered goals in a 4-2 loss Thursday at the 
St. Louis Blues.  

Chinakhov scored in the first and second period to give 
Columbus a 2-0 lead, but St. Louis stormed back to win on 
goals by Pavel Buchnevich, Robert Bortuzzo, Hugh McGing 
and Niko Mikkola.  

Here’s what we learned Thursday about the Blue Jackets:  

Cole Sillinger, Kent Johnson and Kirill Marchenko draw the 
most attention when the spotlight shines on the Blue Jackets’ 
best young forwards.  

Don’t sleep on Chinakhov, whose two goals were a reminder 
that he’s also got a lot of potential as the 21st overall pick in 
the 2020 NHL draft. Chinakhov, 21, finished with 14 points 
on seven goals and seven assists in 62 games as a rookie 
last season and is looking to break out even more in his 
second NHL spin.  

First, he needs to earn a roster spot amid a crowded field of 
talented forwards. Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen says that 
all roster spots are earned, but the reality is some players 
must do more than others to make the cut. 

Chinakhov is probably one of them. Sillinger is one of the 
Blue Jackets’ top four centers and Johnson (2021 fifth overall 
pick) has impressed in his first NHL training camp. That 
leaves Chinakhov to compete with Marchenko, Emil 
Bemstrom, Mathieu Olivier, Carson Meyer, Trey Fix-
Wolansky, Liam Foudy and others vying to start with 
Columbus instead of the Cleveland Monsters.   

Bemstrom, Mathieu, Fix-Wolanky and Foudy must clear 
waivers to be assigned to the Monsters. Chinakhov, Meyer 
and Marchenko do not, which could become a factor they 
can't set themselves apart before the final cut down.  

Chinakhov took a stride in the right direction Thursday, 
netting his first two goals of the preseason against an NHL 
goalie.   

The first put the Blue Jackets up 1-0 in the first period and 
was partly due to luck, changing direction after Chinakhov’s 
shot hit a Blues player in the slot. His second finished a 
breakaway in the second period, beating Thomas Greiss 
over the pad to the far side from close range.  

Chinakhov’s biggest challenge as a rookie was converting 
scoring chances against NHL goalies. Both of his tallies 
against the Blues were against Greiss, who will split the net 
in St. Louis with Jordan Binnington.   

That’s a good sign from Chinakhov, who has the raw talent 
to add offensive punch to a Blue Jackets lineup led by 
Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine. 

Another forward who gets overlooked a lot is Justin Danforth, 
the Blue Jackets’ speedy, skilled 30-year old forward who’s 
starting his second NHL season.  
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Danforth likely had a roster spot locked up after scoring 10 
goals for the Blue Jackets last season in just 41 games. He’s 
playing and practicing like his job is at stake, which is exactly 
what Larsen wanted to see from the undersized spark plug 
coming off a long offseason.  

Danforth almost scored his third goal of the preseason in just 
two games late in the second, but a review for offside wiped 
out what would’ve been a tying goal. After picking off an exit 
pass at the St. Louis blue line, Danforth walked down the slot 
and beat goalie Colten Ellis clean with a wrist shot that made 
it 3-3 before the Blues’ bench requested a coach’s challenge.   

Unlike his first game, a two-goal, three-point effort Sunday 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, Danforth didn’t play center 
this time. He skated at right wing on a line with Josh Dunne 
in the middle and prospect James Malatesta on the left. 
Danforth will likely get most of his time at right wing again, 
but Larsen has steadily gained trust in using him as a viable 
fill-in center.  

Danforth may also get a look at playing the “bumper” spot for 
one of the power-play units in the Blue Jackets’ 1-3-1 setup, 
a spot where he thrived in European leagues before last 
season. 

Who is Blue Jackets goalie Nolan Lalonde? 

One of the best stories in this camp is Nolan Lalonde, an 
undrafted 18-year old goalie from the OHL’s Erie Otters. 
Lalonde didn’t hear his name called in this year’s draft, so he 
accepted an invitation to play for the Blue Jackets at the 
Traverse City NHL Prospects Tournament prior to the start of 
camp.  

That turned into an amateur tryout offer to start camp in 
Columbus, which led to a pair of impressive preseason 
outings this week.  

After stopping 19 of 21 shots in a 3-2 overtime loss Sunday 
in Pittsburgh, including a sprawling pad save to nix a 2-on-0 
for a pair of NHL forwards, Lalonde went 9 for 9 in St. Louis 
before handing the net over to Pavel Cajan. The Blue 
Jackets could sign Lalonde to an entry-level contract and 
then return him to Erie or they could simply release him from 
the ATO and put him back into the pond for the 2023 draft 
class.  

The Jackets chose the second option with forward Egor 
Sokolov in 2019 and watched him get drafted in 2020 by the 
Ottawa Senators in the second round. Could Lalonde be 
another Sokolov situation?  

Size and position are the biggest differences between the 
two. Sokolovg’s biggest challenge was skating, which he 
worked hard to improve. Lalonde’s biggest drawback is 
height, which can’t be improved through practice. He’s listed 
at 6-1, 185 pounds, which is on the small side for modern 
goalies.   

The Blue Jackets already have a promising undersized 
netminder with Jet Greaves (6-0, 179), who’s slated to 
backup Daniil Tarasov in Cleveland and has also impressed. 

Either way, it will be interesting to follow Lalonde’s career 
and see how it pans out.  

Denton Mateychuk, Luca Del Bel Belluz among first Blue 
Jackets cuts 

Two of the Blue Jackets’ first three picks in this summer’s 
draft were assigned to their respective Canadian junior 
teams Thursday.   

Denton Mateychuk, a puck-moving defenseman selected 
12th overall, was assigned to Moosejaw of the Western 
Hockey League and center Luca Del Bel Belluz (second 
round, No. 44 overall) was assigned to Mississauga of the 
Ontario Hockey League.   

They were among nine players included in the Jackets’ first 
roster cutdown of a training camp that started with 68 
players.   

Defenseman Stanislav Svozil (2021, third round, No. 69) was 
assigned to Regina in the WHL, forward Martin Rysavy 
(2021, seventh round, No. 197) will join Mateychuk in Moose 
Jaw, forward Mikael Pyyhtia (2020, fourth round, No. 114) is 
heading back to TPS in Finland’s top league (Liiga) and 
forward Ben Boyd (2021, sixth round, No. 165) will head to 
Saint Mary’s University to play in Canada’s USports 
collegiate division.  

Additional cuts included forwards Liam Hawel, Samuel Huo 
and Evan Vierling being released from their amateur tryout 
offers.  

Last year, Sillinger went from the 12th overall pick in 2021 
straight to the NHL and kept his spot all season as the 
league’s youngest player. Mateychuk is also young for his 
draft year, turning 18 in July, and Del Bel Belluz won’t turn 19 
until November.  

Neither was expected to make the NHL roster, so their early 
removal isn’t an indication that either performed poorly. Each 
had impressive moments and will now look to have breakout 
years for their junior teams. 

Svozil and Pyyhtia also impressed at times in scrimmages 
and during a victory Wednesday against the Buffalo Sabres.  

Blue Jackets’ Chris Clark named GM for U.S. national team 

The United States roster for the 2023 men’s world 
championship next May in Tampere, Finland will be led by 
Chris Clark, the Blue Jackets’ director of player personnel.  

Clark, who’s also general manager of the Cleveland 
Monsters, was named Wednesday as USA Hockey’s GM for 
the 2023 worlds tournament, which will be held in the same 
arena where the Blue Jackets will face the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Colorado Avalanche in November as part of 
the NHL’s “global” series.  

Clark, a former NHL player, joined the Blue Jackets’ front 
office in 2011 and has steadily worked his way up the ranks 
to his current spot. He played for the U.S. at world 
championships in 2002 and 2007 and could now use this 
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opportunity as a springboard into an NHL general manager 
role at some point – which Florida Panthers GM Bill Zito did 
in 2018 while serving as the Blue Jackets’ assistant GM.  

Zito is one of nine NHL GMs who will assist Clark in his new 
role. 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 09.30.2022 
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Tasks for Blue Jackets include finding Gudbranson a 
successful lineup spot 

 

Brian Hedger   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen and staff have a few items 
to check off on their preseason ‘to-do’ list.  

Figuring out the best way to utilize Erik Gudbranson is one of 
them. Gudbranson, a rugged, veteran defenseman, signed a 
four-year contract with the Blue Jackets in July worth $16 
million. That's a hefty price for a 30-year-old whose most 
discernable physical assets are size, toughness and muscle, 
but Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen sees it 
as “the price of doing business” on the unrestricted free 
agent market. 

So, Gudbranson is a Blue Jacket and the coaching staff must 
now figure out how best to work him into an organization 
that's overflowing with young NHL defensemen and 
prospects. Stiffening the Blue Jackets’ resolve, around the 
net and against roughneck opponents, is a good starting 
point.  

“When I’m at my best, I’m just heavy and hard to play against 
and try to constantly be in your way and make the front of the 
net a difficult place to be,” Gudbranson said. "At my best, I 
play a very simple game that I try to make effective, and it 
seems to me I can help here.”  

“When I’m at my best, I’m just heavy and hard to play 
against," Blue Jackets defenseman Erik Gudbranson said. 

Finding Gudbranson a role is no simple task, as his journey 
indicates. The third overall pick in 2010 by the Florida 
Panthers, he has made six additional NHL stops since. The 
Flames, however, showed that it’s not an unsolvable puzzle. 
Gudbranson, a 6-foot-5, 222-pounder, spent most of last 
season on the right side of the Flames’ third defensive 
pairing. 

He was also one of Calgary’s top penalty-killers, logging 36 
of his 92 blocked shots while shorthanded.  

Gudbranson’s main partner at even strength was Nikita 
Zadorov, a 6-6, 236-pound defenseman. Calgary’s coaching 
staff, led by Darryl Sutter, was careful in their deployment. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, Zadorov and Gudbranson 
entered the game with the Flames in the offensive zone a 
robust 61.9% of the time.   

That sheltering allowed them to post impressive offensive 
metrics, including a 59.9% edge in shot attempts, a 56.5% 
shots advantage (539-415) and a 54.4% goals-for 
percentage (37-31) with those two in the game. Calgary also 
had a 57.5% edge in even-strength scoring chances (494-
365) and 54.8% margin in high-danger chances (177-146) 
during Zadorov/Gudbranson shifts.   

“Gudbranson had a big role there with Calgary,” Larsen said. 
“I know he was on the third pairing, but he was playing high 
minutes (18:08 per game), playing first-unit penalty-kill, 
blocked a lot of shots. … He has tremendous feet. He can go 
up and down the ice, great gap control, so he can play. But if 
push comes to shove and we need a little bit of size in front, 
he’s a guy that’s not shy to do it.” 

Erik Gudbranson is a  6-foot-5, 222-pound defenseman with 
the Blue Jackets who is expected to play an important role 
on the penalty kill. 

Which Blue Jackets defenseman should play with Erik 
Gudbranson? 

The Blue Jackets would happily take Gudbranson’s 2021-22 
numbers, which included a career-high six goals and 11 
assists. The challenge is finding a new partner. The only left-
handed option in camp with similar size to Zadorov is Ben 
Harpur (6-6, 231), who’s on a professional tryout offer and 
sustained a head injury in a fight Sunday.  

Zadorov is a better skater, so Harpur appears to be an 
unlikely choice. 

Gudbranson, a right shot, will also play the right side of 
whichever pairing he’s slotted into, which presents another 
potential stumbling block. Should Andrew Peeke (6-3, 196), 
Adam Boqvist (6-0, 189) or Nick Blankenburg (5-9, 175) 
become his partner, they’re all right-handed. Playing the left 
side would require each to play their “off” side, which could 
make point-to-point passes a little tougher to complete.  

Jake Bean (6-1, 176) and Gavin Bayreuther (6-1, 196) are 
left-handed options who’d solve that issue, but the drop in 
size with either of them could put more strain on Gudbranson 
defensively. 

So Gudbranson's role in Columbus remains a bit of a puzzle 
until Larsen and assistant Steve McCarthy solve it. 

The Blue Jackets have signed defenseman Andrew Peeke to 
a three-year contract extension worth $8.25 million. 

After playing all 82 games last season, including a long stint 
on the top defense pairing, Peeke earned some job security 
Wednesday with a three-year contract extension worth $8.25 
million.  

“Obviously, this is exciting for me and my family,” said 
Peeke, whose next contract will start in 2023-24 and carry a 
$2.75 million charge against the NHL salary cap. “I love it 
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here in Columbus. I love the guys and what we’re building 
towards here, so this is just a super exciting day for me. I’m 
really proud.” 
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After summer setback, WNYer Sean Malone is back on ice 
with Sabres 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter4-5 minutes 

Two days at full strength for practice after a couple of days 
doing limited work. These are steps forward for West Seneca 
native Sean Malone after the disappointment of not being 
healthy enough to make the start of Buffalo Sabres training 
camp. 

"It’s better than rehab skating and good to be around the 
guys, gear up for the season," the Nichols School product 
said Thursday in KeyBank Center. "Obviously, a tough 
bounce for me. Unfortunately, I’ve been used to it and I'm 
just happy to be out there with the team.” 

Malone, 27, wasn't ready to go last week because he had a 
medical procedure in August for a complication from a 
shoulder injury he dealt with last year in Rochester. He had 
surgery for it in January and missed nearly three months of 
what was his best pro season. 

Malone was thus not ready to start camp on time and that 
took him out of what looked to be a legitimate shot to 
compete for the role as Buffalo's fourth-line center in the 
wake of the departure of Cody Eakin. 

"You've got to keep going. There’s no time to feel sorry for 
yourself or anything like that," Malone said. "I’ve come back 
before and been good, so I’m just going to keep grinding it 
out and I just want to focus on starting the season healthy 
and feeling good going into it.” 

Malone played only 39 games last year in Rochester but 
posted career highs in goals (20) and points (37) while 
serving as a mentor to younger Amerks like Jack Quinn and 
JJ Peterka. He became the 59th forward in Rochester history 
to skate in his 200th game with the franchise. 

"Any opportunity you get, you have to run with it," Malone 
said. "I felt like earlier in my career, I didn’t get a whole lot of 
opportunity here and credit to the coaching staff in 
Rochester, I think you saw a lot of guys kind of get 
opportunities and run with it." 

Malone was one of the veteran leaders through the most 
memorable Rochester season in nearly 20 years. The 
Amerks advanced to the third round of the Calder Cup 
playoffs before being swept by Laval in three games, with the 
finale being a triple overtime struggle in Blue Cross Arena. 

Malone felt Rochester coach Seth Appert and assistants 
Michael Peca and Mike Weber brought out his talents, like 
they did with many players on that team. 

"It was awesome, a big reason I wanted to come back," 
Malone said of Rochester's run. "I had a lot of fun last year, 
probably the most fun I’ve had playing pro hockey. We had a 
great group of guys, which made it awesome, and the 
coaching staff is unbelievable." 

Malone was drafted by the Sabres in the sixth round in 2013 
and then played four years at Harvard. He has played two 
NHL games, one for the Sabres in 2017 and one for 
Nashville in 2021. 

Sabres coach Don Granato coached Malone in 2012-13 for 
the U.S. National Development Team Program and said 
Malone's name was mulled several times for call-ups last 
year as the Buffalo lineup started to get shredded by injuries 
and Covid concerns. 

"He continues to make himself a better hockey player and 
his confidence continues to grow," Granato said. "So it is 
nice to get him in full practice with lots of returning older guys 
in there today. Guys in Rochester have such a high respect 
for him as a player and what he does for them, the 
organization and teammates. I saw that, too, with him, even 
as a young kid. Just a good person." 

Malone said being an NHL option last year and forging his 
name back into the conversation this season are huge 
motivating factors. 

"I was sort of going to be that bubble guy," Malone said. 
"There were definitely times where 'Apps' (Appert) took me 
aside and said, ‘You’re right there.’ And then I have surgery, 
so it is what it is. I’m not feeling sorry for myself by any 
means. I just want to be the best player I can be and be a 
leader for those guys down in Rochester and hopefully 
continue with the same success, advance my game and 
hopefully be here soon.” 

Buffalo News LOADED: 09.30.2022 

1253353 Buffalo Sabres 

Sabres Notebook: Rest days are part of the plan for Craig 
Anderson 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter5-6 minutes 

The Buffalo Sabres' two practices Thursday included five 
goalies instead of the six who have been taking part in 
training camp. Veteran Craig Anderson was missing but 
coach Don Granato said that's all part of the team's plan. 

The 41-year-old Anderson, who agreed to return to the 
Sabres this year for his 20th NHL season, played 30 minutes 
in Tuesday's preseason home opener against Philadelphia 
and Granato said he emerged fine from it. 

The Sabres have lots of room in their schedule during the 
preseason – and during the regular season without Olympic-
induced compression this year – to give Anderson time off as 
they see fit. Granato said they intend to do that. 

"Anybody in their 40s knows that's a lot different than being 
in your 20s and this is a sport dominated by the ability to play 
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at a physically high level," Granato said in KeyBank Center. 
"The work to rest ratio is totally different for Craig." 

Granato said Anderson's experience puts him at a different 
level of preparation as well. Last year, the Sabres often left it 
up to Anderson to work it out with goalie coach Mike Bales 
about which games he would play. It's likely the veteran will 
have the same kind of leeway this season. 

"We recognize that as an organization and as a coach," 
Granato said. "When you're thinking of your team, they need 
less than a young guy does to get prepared for the next 
game. That's the positive. Craig Anderson knows how to get 
himself ready for the next game. Guys like Kyle Okposo, 
Zemgus Girgensons the same thing.  

"They have such an incredible sense of objective and that's 
why they're still in the league. They don't need the repetitions 
that the other guys benefit from. They've benefited from 
those repetitions over the years." 

Hitting the highway 

The Sabres went old school for their trip to Columbus for 
Wednesday night's game, taking a bus to and from the Ohio 
capital as opposed to their normal preseason mode of a flight 
the morning of the game. 

The team said it took a pro-active approach because of 
several travel issues involving its scheduled plane trip, 
including ripple effects across the country caused by 
Hurricane Ian. 

A large group of players bused to Columbus on Tuesday and 
the four prospects who played back-to-back – Brandon Biro, 
Linus Weissbach, Isak Rosen and Filip Cederqvist – headed 
there Wednesday morning. Virtually the entire roster for the 
game consisted of players either ticketed for the AHL or who 
spent recent time there and are used to bus trips. 

Granato knows all about busing in and out of Columbus after 
playing for the Columbus Chill of the ECHL from 1991-93 
and coaching the club in its final two seasons from 1997-99. 

"Actually in a weird, probably odd, sick way, it felt good. It felt 
like hockey," a smiling Granato said. "Circumstances 
dictated that we did that. We talked to the guys and there 
was genuine curiosity and excitement of 'Let's do it.' 

"It's a lot easier to do it when you know you only have to do it 
once, let's be real with that. It was a one-off situation." 

The Sabres flew to their exhibition opener Sunday in 
Washington and are flying to Pittsburgh for the final road 
exhibition Oct. 7. The team said it has no changes to its 
travel plans in the offing. 

A report from the Columbus radio crew on the stream shown 
back to Buffalo said the Sabres were looking for a new 
charter air company. The team said that report was incorrect. 

Roster cuts coming 

The Sabres still have 55 players in camp but that number 
should get cut dramatically this weekend, likely after 

Saturday's exhibition matinee here against Pittsburgh. The 
Rochester Amerks open camp on Monday, and the bulk of 
their expected lineup remains in the Buffalo camp. 

Thursday was the first day NHL teams could put players on 
waivers, and there was no activity by the Sabres. Former 
Sabres/Amerks players JS Dea (Arizona) and C.J. Smith 
(New York Rangers) were among those waived Thursday. 

Mersch signs AHL extension 

Amerks captain Michael Mersch will continue to lead the club 
as the 29-year-old signed a one-year AHL contract extension 
Thursday through the 2023-24 season. Mersch had career 
highs in goals (26), assists (28) and points (54) last season, 
his second in Rochester. 
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