
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes preseason update: Carolina thumps Columbus, signs Russian defenseman 

By Justin Pelletier and Chip Alexander 

With one fewer preseason game than most other teams after 
Hurricane Ian wiped out the Canes’ scheduled road game at 
Tampa Bay last week, Carolina has had to jumble their line 
combinations a bit to make sure it got everyone enough time 
for evaluation and preparation. It’s also meant some NHL 
veteran-heavy lineups during the preseason, leading to some 
lopsided results. 

The smattering of Canes faithful at PNC Arena on Monday 
saw another such result.  

Veteran NHLer Derek Stepan, who played last year with the 
Hurricanes and is in training camp with the club on a 
professional tryout contract, scored twice Monday, Martin 
Necas added two goals and two assists, and Brent Burns 
added a goal and two assists to power the Hurricanes to an 
8-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

The Canes have now scored 22 goals in four NHL preseason 
games. 

Antti Raanta, who played two periods in a preseason start at 
Florida last week, was in goal for the whole game Monday. 
He finished with 25 saves. Freddie Andersen, expected to 
share the crease with Raanta this season, played the 
complete game against Florida at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

The Canes have one more preseason game, a road contest 
at Buffalo on Tuesday night. Carolina opens the regular 
season at home on Wednesday, Oct. 12 against the Blue 
Jackets. 

Here are a few things we observed at Monday’s game: 

▪ Powerful start: Again with the caveat that it’s still the 
preseason, early returns on the Hurricanes’ power play have 
been good. Really good.  

Through four preseason games, the Canes are 7-for-17 with 
an extra skater, a 41.2% success rate, including a 2-for-4 
effort on Monday against the Blue Jackets.  

Monday’s success on the power play was encouraging for a 
couple of reasons. First, it marked the first goal of the 
preseason for young Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Already a four-year 
NHL veteran, the 22-year-old center has lofty expectations 
this season after the team signed him to an 8-year, 
$38,560,000 contract in the offseason, one year after signing 
the former third-overall pick to an offer sheet to pry him away 
from Montreal. 

With the departure of Vincent Trocheck to the New York 
Rangers, Kotkaniemi is expected to see elevated minutes at 
center this season. Monday, he saw extra time with the extra 
skater, and it paid off. He snapped a laser over starter Danil 
Tarasov’s glove midway through the first period to even the 
score at one, adding to his two power-play assists from 
earlier in the preseason. 

The second encouraging note about the power play came at 
the blue line. Brent Burns will take over as the de facto top 
power-play quarterback this season, and the veteran NHL 
defender looked good for the second game in a row Monday, 
earning an assist on the Kotkaniemi goal and then a goal of 
his own on a second-period power play.  

On Saturday against Florida, Burns netted a pair of goals. 

▪ Speed demons: For any fault people have found with 
Martin Necas’ game in his time with the Hurricanes’ 
organization — and there’s been plenty of reason for it — 
one things that’s never really been in question is his raw 
speed.  

He showed that off in spades Monday night. With the Canes 
already ahead by three, Necas and Kotkaniemi 
simultaneously chased down a loose puck skittering through 
the center zone toward Columbus keeper Jet Greaves. Both 
Necas and Kotkaniemi outraced a pair of Blue Jackets 
defenders and turned the innocuous-looking rush into a 
scoring chance — and a goal.  

Necas and Kotkaniemi followed that up with an assist each 
on a Brady Skjei goal to push the Canes’ advantage to 6-1. 

And, for good measure, Necas added a second goal. Again 
using his speed to outmaneuver a defender, Necas broke to 
the right post on an odd-man rush late in the third period and 
tapped home a feed from Ryan Dzingel to push the game’s 
final margin to 8-1. 

▪ What’s old is new again: Given the depth the Hurricanes 
have at every position, veteran center Derek Stepan knows if 
he makes the final roster coming off his professional tryout, 
he’ll have earned it. 

He’s taken some solid steps forward during the Canes’ 
preseason games, including Monday. With time ticking down 
in the first period, Stepan got dirty in front of the cage and 
redirected Jaccob Slavin’s shot from the left point past 
Tarasov for the team’s third goal of the game, and his 
second of the preseason. 

Stepan added another early in the third period on a turn-
around wrist shot from the left circle, and finished with an 
assist in the final minutes of the game. 

Stepan, who skated for the Canes a year ago, is among a 
handful of veterans the Hurricanes could stack on this year’s 
roster to help provide stability to an otherwise young core. 
Among Stepan (12 years, 817 games), Paul Stastny (17, 
1072), Max Pacioretty (14, 850) and Brent Burns (18, 1251) 
alone, the Canes have added 61 years and 3,990 games of 
NHL experience to the locker room. 

Pacioretty is on the shelf recovering from a freak Achilles 
tendon injury, and Stepan is still not officially on the roster, 
but just having them around is having a measurable impact. 
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Canes sign Russian defender 

The Hurricanes continued to address their depth Monday 
while restocking the two-time defending Calder Cup 
champion Chicago Wolves with top talent.  

In addition to sending two defensive prospects — William 
Lagesson and Ronan Seeley — to the Wolves, the Canes 
announced Monday they’ve signed Russian defenseman 
Grigorii Dronov to a one-year, two-way contract. Dronov had 
been skating with the Hurricanes on a professional tryout 
contract (PTO).  

The young Russian’s new deal will pay him $770,000 at the 
NHL level and $70,000 at the AHL level. Dronov has been 
assigned to Chicago. 

“Grigorii possesses a nice blend of skill and physicality, 
which stood out to us in camp,” Hurricanes President and 
GM Don Waddell said. “He is a young but experienced 
player coming off an impressive postseason in the KHL, and 
we’re excited to see how he performs in North America.” 

Dronov, 24, played in the prospects showcase the Canes 
hosted, and attended training camp while on his PTO 
contract. 

He played six games with Metallurg Magnitogorsk of the KHL 
last season, tallying one assist. The 6-foot-3, 201-pound 
defenseman then ranked second in playoff scoring among all 
KHL blueliners, adding 14 points (5g, 9a) in 24 playoff games 
as Metallurg advanced to the Gagarin Cup Final. Dronov has 
posted 39 points (7g, 32a) in 189 career KHL games from 
2016-21, all with Metallurg.

 

 

 

Hurricanes buzz by the Blue Jackets, 8-1  

By Kacy Hintz 

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up the home slate of the 
preseason with a dominating 8-1 win over Columbus.  

The Blue Jackets threw the first punch just 5:54 in to the 
game when forward Yegor Chinakov won a battle following 
an offensive zone faceoff and beat Antti Raanta. The Finnish 
netminder shut the door the rest of the way making 25 saves 
on the night. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored Carolina’s opening goal on the 
power play and added an assist in the second period, giving 
him four points (1g, 3a) in three appearances this preseason. 

After scoring the Hurricanes’ first two goals at FLA (9/29), 
Stefan Noesen and Derek Stepan each lit the lamp in the 
first period again tonight, and Stepan added a second goal 
with an assist from Noesen just 46 seconds into the third 
period. 

Brent Burns tallied three points (1g, 2a) tonight, including his 
third goal in his first two preseason games with Carolina. 

Martin Necas earned four points (2g, 2a) tonight, factoring on 
all three of Carolina’s goals in the second period and scoring 
the team’s final goal in the third. 

The Hurricanes wrap the preseason Tuesday night in 
Buffalo.
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Preseason Recap: Canes Rout Blue Jackets, 8-1 

Necas records four points, Carolina moves to 4-0 in 
exhibition play 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their 
home slate of tune-up games in a big way Monday, thrashing 
the Columbus Blue Jackets by a score of 8-1.  

The Story 

Contrary to what the final score suggests, the contest got off 
on the wrong foot for Carolina. 

Just 5:54 into the opening frame Blue Jackets forward Yegor 
Chinakov won a battle following an offensive zone faceoff 
and beat Antti Raanta, giving the visitors an early lead. 

The positive for the home side was that it would be the only 
one in the back of their net all night. 

On the first power play attempt of the night for Carolina, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi evened the game, burying a shot across 
the body of Daniil Tarasov. It was the first of what would be a 
very successful evening for the power play, who netted their 
sixth and seventh markers in just their fourth preseason 
game. 

Stefan Noesen gave the Canes the lead a few moments later 
with his second goal in as many exhibition contests, a tally 
that would then be followed by the second in as many 
outings for Derek Stepan. 

Taking a 3-1 advantage into the middle frame, the home 
team then added three more, blowing the game open. 

Brent Burns moved his new club to 7/15 in preseason play 
on the man advantage with a heavy shot from the top, the 
second of his three points on the night. Martin Necas entered 
the goal scoring party next and just 57 seconds following his 
setup from Ryan Dzingel, #88 returned the favor to Brady 
Skjei for the team's sixth goal of the night. 

The Canes would add two more in the final 20 minutes, 
coming via the second of the night for both Stepan and 

Necas. When the final horn sounded it was an 8-1 victory for 
Carolina and a 21-save win for Antti Raanta. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on Martin Necas' four-point night... 

"He's played well. There's nothing really surprising. I don't 
really see any difference in his play, it's always been there. 
That pace has been there since we got him. It's just 
preseason, so he's got to continue doing it when it counts for 
real, but it's certainly better than not seeing it." 

Brent Burns offering thoughts on Jaccob Slavin, after his 
second game paired with him... 

"He's an incredible talent. He just has so many things... He's 
so highly skilled and good at everything. It's made it a lot 
easier [for me]. The way he knocks pucks out of the air, I 
didn't know all of that, so it's nice to see." 

Martin Necas providing commentary following the win... 

"It was a good game for us. The whole preseason has been 
good. We have so many good players that we've basically 
played two different teams. Everybody is working hard and 
it's been good." 

Bonus Notes 

 Eight different skaters (Dzingel, Stepan, Noesen, 
Jarvis, Kotkaniemi, Necas, Burns and Skjei) all 
recorded multiple points in the victory. 

 Burns now has five points in two preseason games 
with the team. 

 Defenseman Brett Pesce left the game after two 
periods of play with a lower-body injury. Rod 
Brind'Amour said post-game that the team was just 
being extra careful with him and said that there was 
no further cause for concern. 

What's Next? 

The team will round out preseason play Tuesday night 
against Buffalo. They'll then have an off day on Wednesday.
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Preseason Preview: October 4 at Buffalo 

Canes aim to close out exhibition play a perfect 5-0 

By Walt Ruff 

BUFFALO, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes put a bow on 
preseason play Tuesday at KeyBank Center, taking on the 
Buffalo Sabres. 

When: Tuesday, October 4 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: NHL Network, ESPN+ 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last One, Fast One: Tonight is the fifth and final contest on 
the Hurricanes' preseason schedule. They enter tonight 4-0 
with wins over Florida (twice), Tampa Bay and Columbus. 

Going Back-To-Back: 10 skaters that played in last night's 8-
1 victory over the Blue Jackets will dress again Tuesday. 

  

Show Us What You've Got: This evening will be an important 
contest for players making one final push toward making the 
opening night roster. Derek Stepan, who remains on a tryout, 
had two goals and one assist in Monday's win. Ryan Dzingel 
and Stefan Noesen both also had multiple points. Calvin de 
Haan, Dylan Coghlan, Jalen Chatfield and Ethan Bear, all 
battling for the final few spots on defense, will all be dressed. 

Producing On The Power Play: Although it has consisted of 
numerous different players taking turns on each unit, it is 
worth nothing that Carolina's power play is 7/17 thus far this 
preseason. They've had multiple goals in three of their four 
outings. 

Roster Trimmed: The Canes assigned three more players, 
William Lagesson, Ronan Seeley and Grigorii Dronov, to the 
Chicago Wolves Monday, bringing their camp roster down to 
41. To view the full release and updated roster, click here. 

Schedule Update: Friday evening the Tampa Bay Lightning 
announced that the contest previously scheduled for 
Wednesday between the Bolts and Canes, which was 
postponed due to Hurricane Ian, will not be made up. To 
view the official press release from the Lightning, click here. 

PROJECTED ROSTER: 

The following players are slated to dress for Carolina today 
(listed numerically, by position group): 

Forwards: 

 #18 Jack Drury 

 #19 Ryan Dzingel 

 #21 Derek Stepan 

 #23 Stefan Noesen 

 #28 Mackenzie MacEachern 

 #29 Malte Stromwall 

 #41 Lane Pederson 

 #49 Stelio Mattheos 

 #54 Tuukka Tieksola 

 #81 Jamieson Rees 

 #82 Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

 #92 Vasily Ponomarev 

Defense 

 #4 Calvin de Haan 

 #5 Jalen Chatfield 

 #15 Dylan Coghlan 

 #25 Ethan Bear 

 #42 Maxime Lajoie 

 #78 Griffin Mendel 

Goalies 

 #36 Zach Sawchenko 

 #52 Pyotr Kochetkov 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters for every game during the preseason. 

AFTER TODAY: 

The Canes will have off on Wednesday before returning to 
practice Thursday. The team's next game will be on 
Wednesday, October 12 at PNC Arena as they take on the 
Columbus Blue Jackets for their regular season opener.
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Oct. 3: NHL Preseason Roundup 

Josi has three points for Predators in NHL Global Series 
Challenge win against SC Bern 

Roman Josi scored two goals for the Nashville Predators in a 
4-3 win against SC Bern in the NHL Global Series Challenge 
at PostFinance Arena in Bern, Switzerland, on Monday. 

Josi, who played for SC Bern prior to coming over to North 
America, also had an assist. 

Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene also scored for Nashville. 
Kevin Lankinen made 15 saves. 

Sven Baertschi, Romain Loeffel and Christopher 
DiDomenico scored for Bern. Philip Wuthrich made 27 
saves. 

Baertschi gave Bern a 1-0 lead with a power-play goal at 
10:57 of the first period. 

Josi tied it 1-1 at 17:46 when he skated down the right side 
and beat Wuthrich with a backhand. 

Loeffel put Bern back in front 2-1 at 19:50 of the first, but 
Forsberg responded with a goal from in front of the net to tie 
it 2-2 at 6:24 of the second period. 

Duchene gave the Predators a 3-2 lead at 8:03, scoring a 
power-play goal during a delayed penalty. 

Josi pushed the lead to 4-2 at 5:54 of the third period from 
the left face-off dot. 

DiDomenico scored with 13 seconds remaining for the 4-3 
final. 

Hurricanes 8, Blue Jackets 1: Martin Necas had two goals 
and two assists for the Carolina Hurricanes in an 8-1 win 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

Derek Stepan, who is training camp on a professional tryout 
contract, had two goals and an assist, Brent Burns had a 
goal and two assists, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Stefan 
Noesen and Brady Skjei each had a goal and an assist for 
Carolina, which is 4-0-0 this preseason. Antti Raanta made 
25 saves. 

Daniil Tarasov allowed three goals on 21 shots for Columbus 
before being replaced by Jet Greaves, who made 19 saves. 

Yegor Chinakhov's fourth goal of the preseason gave the 
Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead at 5:54 of the first period. 

Kotkaniemi tied it 1-1 at 7:15 with a power-play goal, beating 
Tarasov glove side from the left face-off circle. 

Noesen put the Hurricanes ahead 2-1 at 13:54 before 
Stepan made it 3-1 at 19:55. 

Burns extended the lead to 4-1 with a power-play goal at 
6:40 of the second period, and Necas made it 5-1 at 10:54. 

Skjei pushed it to 6-1 at 11:51. 

Stepan scored his third goal of the preseason 46 seconds 
into the third period to make it 7-1, and Necas also scored 
his third of the preseason at 17:53 for the 8-1 final. 

Maple Leafs 5, Canadiens 1: William Nylander had two goals 
and an assist for the Toronto Maple Leafs in a 5-1 win 
against the Montreal Canadiens at Bell Centre in Montreal. 

Alexander Kerfoot scored twice, and Nicholas Robertson had 
three assists for Toronto. Matt Murray made 29 saves and 
has allowed one goal on 46 shots in two games this 
preseason. 

Jake Allen, who signed a two-year, $7.7 million contract 
($3.85 million average annual value) with Montreal on 
Saturday, made 26 saves. 

Nylander gave the Maple Leafs a 1-0 lead with a power-play 
goal at 2:17 of the first period, and Zach Aston-Reese 
pushed it to 2-0 at 8:40. 

Nylander extended the lead to 3-0 at 5:52 of the second 
period, corralling a pass from Robertson in front and lifting a 
backhand over the blocker of Allen. 

Jonathan Drouin cut it to 3-1 at 14:15 of the third period. 
Juraj Slafkovsky, the No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, got 
an assist on the play for his first point this preseason. 

Kerfoot restored Toronto's three-goal lead at 15:42 before 
scoring his second of the game on the power play to make it 
5-1 at 18:42. 

Devils 1, Bruins 0:  Vitek Vanecek made 24 saves for the 
New Jersey Devils in a 1-0 win against the Boston Bruins at 
Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey. 

Vanecek, who was acquired in a trade with the Washington 
Capitals on July 8, has allowed three goals on 55 shots in 
three preseason games. 

Tomas Tatar scored his third goal of the preseason for the 
Devils. 

Keith Kinkaid made 19 saves on 20 shots for the Bruins 
before leaving early in the third period with an undisclosed 
injury. Kyle Keyser made four saves in relief. 
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Tatar scored at 10:55 of the first period, receiving a stretch 
pass from Michael Vukojevic while splitting the defense and 
deking Kinkaid in front. 

Penguins 3, Red Wings 2: Casey DeSmith made 36 saves 
for the Pittsburgh Penguins in a 3-2 win against the Detroit 
Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit. 

Bryan Rust, Jason Zucker and Josh Archibald scored, and 
Sidney Crosby had an assist for Pittsburgh. 

Ville Husso allowed three goals on 18 shots in two periods 
for Detroit. Jussi Olkinuora made six saves in relief. 

Rust gave the Penguins a 1-0 lead with a power-play goal at 
12:30 of the first period. 

Archibald made it 2-0 at 4:52 of the second period, scoring 
short side on Husso from low in the right circle. 

Zucker extended the lead to 3-0 with a power-play goal at 
18:01. 

Dominik Kubalik scored his third of the preseason to make it 
3-1 at 2:59 of the third period before Dylan Larkin cut it to 3-2 
at 17:20. 

Avalanche 3, Stars 1: Artturi Lehkonen scored two goals in 
his preseason debut for the Colorado Avalanche, a 3-1 win 
against the Dallas Stars at American Airlines Center in 
Dallas. 

Mikko Rantanen, who was also making his preseason debut, 
had an assist for Colorado. Pavel Francouz made 38 saves. 

Jake Oettinger made 27 saves for Dallas. 

Lehkonen scored a power-play goal from the right circle 54 
seconds into the third period to give the Avalanche a 1-0 
lead. 

He then made it 2-0 at 12:37 before Nils Lundkvist cut it to 2-
1 at 15:24. 

Evan Rodrigues shot into an empty net with eight seconds 
remaining for the 3-1 final. 

Oilers 7, Canucks 2: Dylan Holloway had a hat trick and an 
assist for the Edmonton Oilers in a 7-2 win against the 
Vancouver Canucks at Rogers Place in Edmonton. 

Holloway, the No. 14 pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, has six 
points (four goals, two assists) in four games this preseason. 

Zach Hyman had a goal and two assists, Warren Foegele 
scored twice, and Jack Campbell made 28 saves for 
Edmonton. 

Conor Garland had a goal and an assist, Christian Wolanin 
had two assists, and Collin Delia made 29 saves for 
Vancouver. 

Holloway gave the Oilers a 1-0 lead at 10:39 of the first 
period. 

Nils Hoglander tied it 1-1 at 4:24 of the second period with a 
power-play goal, but Hyman scored his own goal on the 
man-advantage to put the Oilers back in front 2-1 at 11:50. 

Holloway scored his second of the game 26 seconds later to 
push it to 3-1. 

Garland then cut it to 3-2 at 13:08. 

Tyson Barrie responded at 18:48 to give Edmonton a 4-2 
lead, and Holloway completed the hat trick at 17:19 of the 
third period to extend the lead to 5-2. 

Foegele scored his first goal of the preseason at 18:05 to 
make it 6-2. He scored again 51 seconds later for the 7-2 
final. 

Flames 4, Kraken 1 -- Christopher Tanev scored in his 
preseason debut for the Calgary Flames, a 4-1 win against 
the Seattle Kraken at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary. 

Blake Coleman had a goal and an assist, and Andrew 
Mangiapane, who was also making his preseason debut, had 
an assist for the Flames. Jacob Markstrom made 21 saves. 

Matty Beniers scored his third goal of the preseason, and 
Martin Jones made 21 saves for the Kraken, who lost for the 
first time this preseason (4-1-0). 

Tanev gave Calgary a 1-0 lead at 7:44 of the first period, 
scoring from the right circle after his initial shot was blocked 
by Beniers. 

Michael Stone, who is in training camp on a professional 
tryout contract, extended the lead to 2-0 with a power-play 
goal at 5:33 of the second period. He has three goals in four 
preseason games. 

Noah Hanifin made it 3-0 at 15:49 with a one-timer from the 
left point off a pass from Kevin Rooney. 

Beniers cut the lead to 3-1 at 2:22 of the third period, 
converting on a one-timer off a dot-to-dot pass from Alex 
Wennberg on a power play. 

Coleman scored at 9:32 from along the goal line for the 4-1 
final.
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Trophy Tracker: Sullivan, Brind'Amour top Adams picks as NHL top coach 

Gallant, Hynes, Bednar among other favorites by NHL.com 
panel 

By Jon Lane 

To mark the beginning of the 2022-23 regular season, 
NHL.com is running its first installment of the Trophy Tracker 
series this week. Today, we look at the race for the Jack 
Adams Award, given annually to the top coach in the NHL as 
selected in a vote by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association. 

Mike Sullivan has yet to win the Jack Adams Award voted as 
NHL coach of the year. 

A panel of 15 NHL.com writers believe that will change this 
season by choosing the Pittsburgh Penguins coach as the 
preseason favorite. Sullivan's 30 points (three first-place 
votes) led the voting, with Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina 
Hurricanes second with 25 points (three first-place votes), 
followed by Gerard Gallant of the New York Rangers with 19 
points (two first-place votes). 

Receiving one first-place vote each were Jared Bednar of the 
Colorado Avalanche, Bruce Boudreau of the Vancouver 
Canucks, Bruce Cassidy of the Vegas Golden Knights, John 
Hynes of the Nashville Predators, Paul Maurice of the Florida 
Panthers, D.J. Smith of the Ottawa Senators, and Jay 
Woodcroft of the Edmonton Oilers. 

Sullivan never has been an Adams finalist despite his 
impressive record since replacing Mike Johnston as 
Pittsburgh coach Dec. 12, 2015. He's 297-156-54 in seven 
seasons, helped the Penguins win the Stanley Cup in 2016 
and 2017 and has gotten them into the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
in every season of his tenure.  

The organization thinks so highly of Sullivan that it agreed 
with him on a three-year contract Aug. 30 that starts in the 
2024-25 season and runs through 2026-27. 

"The problem when you talk about a coach of the year, or 
those type awards, when you say, 'Well, our guy should have 
won,' people take that as disrespectful," Penguins president 
of hockey operations Brian Burke told NHL.com. "And I don't 
mean it disrespectfully. This is not a commentary on other 
coaches who have won coach of the year, but I don't know 
anyone who's done more in seven seasons he's been here, 
who has done a better job coaching, than Mike Sullivan. I 
think he's been terrific, and I love working with him." 

Burke hasn't wavered in his belief even though the Penguins 
have failed to get past the first round of the playoffs in four 
consecutive seasons, the latest a seven-game loss to the 
Rangers in the Eastern Conference First Round after holding 
a 3-1 lead in the best-of-7 series. 

The Penguins (46-25-11) finished third in the Metropolitan 
Division last season. They've qualified for the playoffs in 16 
straight seasons, and with a roster led by forwards Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris Letang, 
there's enough for at least another Cup run. 

"We have, in my mind, the best core that I've ever been 
around," Sullivan said when training camp opened Sept. 22. 
"These guys are driven to win. They're hungry. You can see 
it in their fitness level on the ice coming off of Day One here, 
so I know they're excited. 

"This is a new season with a new team. We're going to be a 
forward-thinking group from here on out." 

Hanging on the wall of Sullivan's office is a quote from 
legendary Green Bay Packers football coach Vince 
Lombardi: "Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase 
perfection, we can catch excellence." Standards of 
excellence remain unchanged for the Penguins. They're 
expected to win, perhaps enough to compel voters to 
recognize how much of a role Sullivan plays in meeting or 
exceeding those standards. 

"I love getting on the ice with these guys every day," Sullivan 
said after his contract was announced. "I love being in the 
heat of the battle, and next to being a player it might be the 
next best thing. It's part of my DNA. I love working through 
the challenges that this League inevitably presents." 

Voting totals (points awarded on a 5-4-3-2-1 basis): Mike 
Sullivan, Penguins, 30 points (3 first-place votes); Rod 
Brind'Amour, Hurricanes, 25 (3); Gerard Gallant, Rangers, 
19 (2); John Hynes, Nashville Predators, 15 (1); Jared 
Bednar, Colorado Avalanche, 14 (1); Bruce Boudreau, 
Vancouver Canucks, 14 (1); Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton 
Oilers, 14 (1); D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators, 13 (1); Bruce 
Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights, 13 (1); Don Granato, 
Buffalo Sabres, 11; Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay Lightning, 9; 
Paul Maurice, Florida Panthers, 8 (1); Todd McLellan, Los 
Angeles Kings, 7; Lane Lambert, New York Islanders, 7; 
Pete DeBoer, Dallas Stars, 7; Martin St. Louis, Montreal 
Canadiens, 7; Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets, 5; Derek 
Lalonde, Detroit Red Wings, 4; Peter Laviolette, Washington 
Capitals, 2; Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild, 1
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NHL goalie tandem rankings for 2022-23 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The NHL didn't exactly have goalie tandems last season. It 
was more like gaggles of goaltenders. 

Due to COVID-19 absences, injuries and ineffectiveness, a 
record 119 goalies appeared in 2021-22 regular-season 
games, from Akira Schmid to Zach Fucale. As a result, NHL 
scoring numbers climbed to their highest levels in nearly 30 
years. 

The 2022-23 NHL regular season should offer a bit more 
normalcy as far as who is minding the net for teams. But if 
we know anything about goalies, what looks one way on 
paper can look a lot different on the ice. 

Here are the goalie tandem rankings for this season. They 
were formulated through discussions with a variety of goalie 
experts -- coaches, analytics gurus, former players -- as well 
as through stats from sites like Evolving Hockey, Money 
Puck and Hockey Reference. They also incorporate 
information from Clear Sight Analytics, former NHL goalie 
Stephen Valiquette's analytics firm. 

Keep in mind that these are a combination of past 
performance and projections for the 2022-23 NHL season. 

1. New York Rangers 
Igor Shesterkin, Jaroslav Halak 

The Rangers have the NHL's best goalie tandem because 
they have the NHL's best goalie. Shesterkin's .935 save 
percentage and 2.07 goals-against average in 53 
appearances led the NHL. His 34.1 goals saved above 
expected led the NHL, per Money Puck. So did his 42.46 
goals saved above average, according to Evolving Hockey. 

Traditional stats, fancy stats, eye test, sniff test ... Shesterkin 
put together one of the most dominant seasons we've seen 
from a goaltender in recent memory, and then followed it with 
a .929 save percentage in leading the Rangers to the 
Eastern Conference finals. His Vezina Trophy was 
perfunctory at that point. The only thing Shesterkin didn't 
have was a high work rate, although his health thankfully 
wasn't a factor in that, as many had expected before the 
season. 

The Rangers traded Alexandar Georgiev to the Avalanche 
and added Halak as their new backup. Entering his 17th NHL 
season, Halak understands the assignment better than most. 
He'll likely see more action than his 14 starts last season. 
He's going to have to be better than he was in Vancouver, 
when he posted a negative-1.11 goals saved above average. 
Does the 2019-20 version of Halak still lurk in those pads 
somewhere? The Rangers could use him. 

This is, admittedly, a lopsided tandem. Halak is ordinary. 
That they rank first in the NHL is a tribute to just how 
extraordinary Shesterkin is and should continue to be in 
2022-23. 

2. New York Islanders 
Semyon Varlamov, Ilya Sorokin, Cory Schneider 

Sorokin was the real deal last season, looking every bit the 
franchise goalie the Islanders expect from him. Evolving 
Hockey had him at 28.97 goals saved above average last 
season, while adding seven wins to the team in the 
standings. The 27-year-old delivered on the promise of his 
rookie season in a big way. 

The surprise last season was that his teammate Varlamov 
didn't play up to his own standards. The 34-year-old saw his 
save percentage tumble from .929 to .911. His metrics 
across the board were barely above replacement level. If he 
returns to form, this still can be the second-best tandem in 
the NHL -- provided new coach Lane Lambert's system 
remains as goalie friendly as his mentor Barry Trotz's was. If 
Varlamov struggles again, the Islanders still have a Vezina 
candidate in Sorokin. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, Brian Elliott 

Vasilevskiy came within two victories of leading his team to 
three straight Stanley Cup championships. That's the stuff of 
legend. The 28-year-old netminder had led the NHL in wins 
for five straight seasons, and he's the reason the Lightning 
have a chance to win another Cup this season. 

Vasilevskiy's 28.4 goals saved above expected in 2021-22 
ranked him second in the NHL, per Money Puck. He added 
5.2 wins to the Lightning himself. The Big Cat is the 
stabilizing force for Jon Cooper's team in the regular season 
and a dominant one in the postseason. 

Elliott is back as the spot-starter for Tampa Bay. He started 
17 games last season and provided results that were 
hovering around replacement level. He's fine. Vasilevskiy is 
much better than fine. Hence, the Lightning rank third. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 
Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta 

The Hurricanes decided to rip up their goalie roster and start 
over before the 2021-22 campaign. The result saw them 
finish third overall in team save percentage (.913) while 
Andersen put up absolutely stellar numbers before an injury 
capped his season at 52 games. He was third in the NHL 
with 27.8 goals saved above average according to Money 
Puck, while he added 6.8 wins to the Hurricanes according to 
Evolving Hockey. 

As he does seemingly every season, Raanta missed some 
time for Carolina, but made 28 appearances. It was his 
postseason that turned heads, as Raanta led the Hurricanes 
to a first-round win over the Bruins. The jury is still out if this 
duo can get the Hurricanes over the championship hump, but 
they'll very much get them to the hump if they're healthy. 
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5. Vancouver Canucks 
Thatcher Demko, Spencer Martin 

No team caused a larger edit of our rankings than the 
Canucks did. Our initial pass had them middle of the pack. 
Nearly every goalie expert we spoke with put Demko and 
Martin as one of the most effective duos in the NHL this 
season. Clear Sight Analytics had them second overall in its 
preseason ranking. 

Demko established himself as one of the NHL's most 
hardworking goalies with 64 appearances. He had a .915 
save percentage and 10.5 goals saved above expected, per 
Money Puck. His numbers would have been even better had 
he not tried to soldier through an injury late in the season, 
giving up 13 goals in his last three starts. 

Is Martin, who posted a .950 save percentage in six games 
last season, that much of an upgrade over Halak as the 
backup? Said one goalie expert: "Martin's an unknown and 
last year was a tiny sample, but his numbers were still light 
years ahead of some of the other backups around the NHL." 

6. Washington Capitals 
Darcy Kuemper, Charlie Lindgren 

The Capitals identified a problem and came up with a 
solution. The problem: Washington had a team save 
percentage of .898, which was the worst for any Stanley Cup 
Playoffs qualifier. The solution: They jettisoned both of their 
goalies from last season and handed Kuemper a five-year 
free-agent contract after he led the Avalanche to the Stanley 
Cup. 

Problem solved? Clear Sight Analytics had them fifth in 
preseason rankings. 

"Kuemper was s good regular goalie season and Lindgren 
could be looked back at as the best signing of offseason," 
one goalie expert said, "as long as coach Peter Laviolette 
keeps their attention on defense for another season." 

Another goalie expert was less enthusiastic. "Kuemper got 
the job done last year in Colorado and earned the deal he 
got in Washington. Lindgren had a great year last in AHL and 
small sample in St. Louis. Can they both repeat that this year 
in a new place? My gut says no, so I'd put them more middle 
of the pack. We will see." 

7. Calgary Flames 
Jacob Markstrom, Dan Vladar 

Coach Darryl Sutter's system has produced some stellar 
goaltending performances through the years, and Markstrom 
was the latest beneficiary as the runner-up for the Vezina 
Trophy last season. He had a .922 save percentage with an 
NHL-best nine shutouts in 63 games. While his underlying 
numbers were strong, they weren't quite at the level of his 
traditional stats: Markstrom was 12th in the NHL in goals 
saved above expected (10.4) according to Money Puck. 

The less said about the postseason, the better for 
Markstrom, who melted down into a .901 netminder during 
the Battle of Alberta against Edmonton. 

Vladar was a sub-replacement goalie last season who 
started in 23 games. His greatest virtue might be his 
$750,000 salary, especially when the Flames have $6 million 

committed to Markstrom. AHL goalie of the year Dustin Wolf 
is waiting in the wings. 

8. Boston Bruins 
Linus Ullmark, Jeremy Swayman 

Ullmark and Swayman began last season waiting for Tuukka 
Rask to return from surgery and take their ice time. But that 
comeback only lasted four games before Rask called it a 
career. It's their crease now. 

Both goalies played above expected last season, sharing the 
workload under Bruce Cassidy to the point where they each 
started exactly 39 games. New coach Jim Montgomery might 
not split that hair the same way, but his two seasons in 
Dallas showed his system can be beneficial to his goalies. 
The Stars led the NHL in goals-against average while Monty 
was behind the bench. 

Ullmark was the better of the two goalies last season, playing 
to a .917 save percentage for the second straight campaign. 
Swayman couldn't quite live up to the promise of his 10-
game showcase as a rookie, but the 23-year-old played well 
enough: .914 save percentage and .615 quality starts 
percentage. 

As a tandem, they just work. Swayman said at the NHL 
Player Media Tour that they have a tight bond. "To know that 
we go through the same things every day and that we're 
gonna support each other, that was special," he said. 

9. Nashville Predators 
Juuse Saros, Kevin Lankinen 

Saros finished third for the Vezina Trophy last season; 
considering the competition, that was about right. His real 
reward was getting the Predators over the hump and into the 
playoffs -- even if his best efforts came midseason, as he 
went 20-9-3 from November through January. No one played 
more minutes (3,932) than Saros. According to Hockey 
Reference, he led the NHL in points contributed to his team 
in the standings (14.0). He is an elite goaltender in an era 
lacking both of those attributes. 

Do the Predators see something in Kevin Lankinen that the 
analytics don't? His rookie season of 2020-21 saw him play 
well for a stretch before things went south in a big way, as he 
ended up with minus-14.3 goals saved above expected for 
Chicago. Last season was even more disastrous: According 
to Money Puck, he had a negative-28.6 goals saved above 
expected, which was second worst in the league. 

As good as Saros is, Lankinen isn't. But as one goalie expert 
put it: "Lankinen being so bad compared to Saros doesn't 
matter when he'll only play 18 games." Keep in mind that 20-
year-old goalie phenom Yaroslav Askarov is percolating in 
the AHL. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 
Tristan Jarry, Casey DeSmith 

The Penguins put their faith in Jarry after his performance 
arguably cost them a playoff series against the Islanders, 
and that faith was rewarded with a brilliant season. In 58 
games, Jarry had 28.7 goals saved above average and 
added 5.1 wins to the Penguins, playing to an MVP level 
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during their many lineup absences. He finished seventh for 
the Vezina Trophy. 

DeSmith was infamously injured in double-OT of Game 1 
against the Rangers, leading to the brief Legend of Louis 
Domingue in the playoffs. He's a competent backup coming 
off a slightly below replacement season for the Penguins, 
although DeSmith really recaptured his form in the last 12 
games of the season. A solid foundation for Pittsburgh. 

11. Florida Panthers 
Sergei Bobrovsky, Spencer Knight 

Bobrovsky did the seemingly impossible last season, which 
was make people briefly believe he was playing up to the 
standards of his salary cap hit. His 23.4 goals saved above 
expected was fourth best in the NHL according to Money 
Puck. It was the first time in three years that he played at an 
above replacement clip, and he had his best quality starts 
percentage (.623) since the last season he won the Vezina 
(2017). 

The key here is Knight, who was a rookie flop before 
returning to the AHL and then playing lights-out in the last 14 
games of the regular season, going 10-3-1. He's going to 
show that you can get a second chance to make a first 
impression. 

Two caveats to all of this. There were two internal models we 
saw that had both Bobrovsky and Knight actually playing 
below expected last season. Second, new coach Paul 
Maurice has a complicated history with goalies, which has 
led some to think about whether he actually makes them 
worse. 

12. Detroit Red Wings 
Ville Husso, Alex Nedeljkovic 

The hope for Detroit here is that Nedeljkovic is better than he 
showed for most of last season and that Husso is exactly 
who he seemed to be in a breakout campaign with the St. 
Louis Blues. Ned's save percentage dropped .031 points 
from his Calder finalist season with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
He was down analytically across the board too, including a 
negative-6.9 goals saved above expected. 

Husso was on the opposite end of that spectrum: 25-7-6 with 
a .919 save percentage, at one point usurping Jordan 
Binnington as the Blues' top netminder. Money Puck had him 
at 13.5 goals saved above expected, good for ninth in the 
League. The Red Wings are slowly improving the quality of 
their roster as their young prospects mature. The goalies will 
benefit from that; and if Husso proves to be the real deal, the 
Red Wings might even be a contender this season. Clear 
Sight Analytics has them sixth overall in preseason rankings. 

13. Ottawa Senators 
Cam Talbot, Anton Forsberg, Magnus Hellberg 

This tandem was shaken up before the regular season, as 
Talbot will miss the first five to seven weeks with an upper-
body injury. That necessitated a waiver claim for Hellberg, 
the 31-year-old Seattle Kraken goalie who has four NHL 
appearances to go with four seasons in the KHL. 

The Senators were able to acquire Talbot from the Wild after 
Minnesota recommitted to Marc-Andre Fleury, leaving Talbot 

upset about this playing time and GM Bill Guerin eager to 
end any drama by trading him. While Talbot racked up 32 
wins in 49 games last season, his underlying numbers were 
replacement level. 

Hence, the Senators are ranked here not because of Talbot's 
poor analytics but because of Forsberg's sterling fancy stats. 
The 29-year-old had 25.1 goals saved above average and 
added 4.4 wins to Ottawa in 46 games last season, per 
Evolving Hockey. If he can repeat that feat and Talbot, when 
healthy, gives them a little more than Filip Gustavsson and 
Matt Murray did last season, the Sens will get the 
goaltending they need behind an improved roster of skaters. 

14. Dallas Stars 
Jake Oettinger, Scott Wedgewood, Anton Khudobin 

This is one of the most difficult tandems to predict. 
Oettinger's postseason wizardry in the Stars' first-round loss 
to the Calgary Flames is seared into the minds of hockey 
fans, making us forget a regular season in which he had 1.4 
goals saved above expected for 22nd in the league, per 
Money Puck. His growth as a goalie from that postseason 
experience will determine how far up the charts this group 
can climb -- is a .914 save percentage his ceiling or is there 
another gear the 23-year-old can shift into? 

Wedgewood was an underrated gem for the Coyotes, with 
9.1 goals saved above average and adding over a win and a 
half to the team. He played well in the eight appearances he 
had for the Stars after they acquired him and will be a solid 
pairing with "The Otter." 

Former playoff hero Anton Khudobin, now 36, is waiting 
around for either an injury or a trade. 

15. Colorado Avalanche 
Alexandar Georgiev, Pavel Francouz 

Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland told ESPN that their 
acquisition of Georgiev from the Rangers was akin to their 
acquisition of Philipp Grubauer from the Capitals a couple of 
seasons ago. 

"We think this is a guy with good talent that needs an 
opportunity to see if he can run with the ball," MacFarland 
said. "I think that that narrative still has to be written. He's 
gonna be given every opportunity to see what he can do. But 
you gotta get it done on the ice." 

Indeed you do. The Avalanche have high hopes for 
Georgiev, finally leaving the shadow of both Igor Shesterkin 
and Henrik Lundqvist before him. If he fumbles that ball, they 
have Francouz there for the recovery. Please recall his 6-0-0 
playoff record last spring to help Colorado to the Stanley 
Cup. 

Said one goaltending expert: "I've always liked Francouz. 
Seems comfortable when healthy. I'm bullish on this tandem. 
I'd have them higher. They would be top 10-12 for me." 

16. Winnipeg Jets 
Connor Hellebuyck, David Rittich 

Some things were status quo for Connor Hellebuyck last 
season. He led the NHL in shots faced and saves for the 
fourth straight season, playing in 66 games for the Jets. 
Some things were a little strange for the 29-year-old goalie, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2022 

 

as his .910 save percentage was his lowest since 2016-17 
and his goals saved above average slipped a bit, relative to 
his standards. Hellebuyck is still elite, having added an 
average of 5.4 wins per season to the Jets over the last five 
years. 

The problem is that he's paired with David Rittich, who has 
been a below replacement backup for the last two seasons 
and a huge downgrade from Eric Comrie's performance last 
season. The days of "Big Save Dave" seem like a century 
ago. But both goalies should benefit from the coaching 
change to Rick Bowness from whatever Dave Lowry was 
doing for most of last season, as the Jets finished 26th in 
expected goals against in front of their goalies. 

17. San Jose Sharks 
Kaapo Kähkönen, James Reimer 

Perhaps the NHL's most sneaky good tandem. 

The Wild traded Kähkönen to San Jose while acquiring 
Fleury at the deadline, and he continued a bounce-back 
season that saw him post 5.2 goals saved above expected, 
17th in the NHL per Money Puck. Reimer put together his 
typically competent, under-the-radar season with 6.69 goals 
saved above average, adding 3.6 wins to the Sharks per 
Evolving Hockey. 

New coach David Quinn has a rather solid tandem on which 
to rely, whose success depends on Kähkönen's continued 
upward trajectory. 

18. Minnesota Wild 
Marc-Andre Fleury, Filip Gustavsson 

The skepticism we found regarding Fleury and the Wild 
goaltending was a little disconcerting for a team that looks to 
be a contender in the Western Conference. Clear Sight 
Analytics has them ranked 21st. One goalie expert who 
noted Cam Talbot's poor underlying numbers said that 
"Fleury was worse" and that the Wild simply "outscored their 
goaltending." 

That said, Fleury is one season removed from taking home 
the Vezina Trophy. Last season was an emotional one for a 
heart-on-his-sleeve guy, from the dramatic end of his time in 
Vegas to moving his family to Chicago to the trade to 
Minnesota. His new contract with the Wild offers a little 
peace of mind, and maybe with it a return to form for a goalie 
that was barely above replacement last season. 

Gustavsson is a downgrade from Talbot, but he's just 
keeping the bench warm until top prospect Jesper Wallstedt 
takes it. 

19. New Jersey Devils 
Mackenzie Blackwood, Vitek Vanecek, Jonathan Bernier 

GM Tom Fitzgerald has attempted to find a partner for 
Blackwood for two seasons. Corey Crawford opted for 
retirement in 2020. Bernier played 10 games before he 
needed hip surgery last season. Instead, they used as many 
goalies (7) as there are current official members of The E-
Street Band, to use New Jersey math. 

Now it's Vanecek, the former Capitals goalie, who'll try and 
provide the stability Blackwood needs so the 25-year-old 
goalie can relocate his once promising form. 

Said one goaltending expert: "I still believe in Blackwood. 
Great size and presence in net. Hopefully he's 100% healthy 
and has Vanecek who can win some games and give quality 
starts for this Devils team." 

That expert had the Devils' tandem around No. 15, although 
Clear Sight Analytics rated them 25th. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Elvis Merzlikins, Joonas Korpisalo, Daniil Tarasov 

Merzlikins jumped to a career-high 59 games last season, 
and that experience is going to serve him well. The talented 
Tarasov is waiting for his shot, but the Jackets obviously felt 
he needed a little more time on the vine -- why else bring 
back Korpisalo, who was analytically one of the worst goalies 
in the league last season? Now, if he can bounce back, this 
ranking will be too low. 

"This is not a playoff team yet, but I think if Korpisalo returns 
to good health that this could be a solid tandem," one 
goaltending insider said. "It's a big 'if,' but I'm also bullish on 
this tandem. If it lines up nicely then I feel they are a top-15 
tandem." 

21. St. Louis Blues 
Jordan Binnington, Thomas Greiss 

The Jordan Binnington conjecture in the goaltending 
community continues. 

Evolving Hockey and Hockey Reference had him in the 
negative as far as goals saved above average. Clear Sight 
Analytics, whose models have always favored Binnington, 
had him at plus-7 GSAA last season. He had a .901 save 
percentage in 37 regular-season games with the Blues 
before reclaiming his status as a clutch postseason goalie 
with a .949 save percentage in six games. Could St. Louis 
have defeated the Avalanche with a healthy Binnington? 
We'll never know. 

Greiss arrives after a down season in Detroit, and many of 
the insiders we spoke with believe this is a notable 
downgrade from Ville Husso. 

22. Edmonton Oilers 
Jack Campbell, Stuart Skinner 

It's going to be fascinating to see how Matt Murray fares in 
Toronto and how Campbell does behind Edmonton's team 
defense. Curiously, the goaltending improved under coach 
Jay Woodcroft, but the overall team defense didn't. Campbell 
didn't have the season in 2021-22 that he had in the all-
Canada Northern Division in 2020-21, which was his 
breakout campaign. But he was solidly above replacement 
across the board during his time in Toronto. 

The wild card here is Skinner. Most internal models had him 
playing at below expected levels in 13 appearances last 
season, but he's been strong in the preseason. After the 
Mike Smith rollercoaster, the bar is set at stability and 
consistency. This tandem can clear that. 
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23. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Matt Murray, Ilya Samsonov 

Stop us if you've heard this before, but there are a variety of 
opinions about the relative quality of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Some of the goalie insiders we spoke with believe the 
Murray and Samsonov duo is going to be among the worst in 
the league. Real Clear Analytics has them ranked 27th 
heading into this season, based on last season's 
performances. 

Others look at what Murray did with the Senators, look at the 
Toronto defense and believe we could see a comeback 
season for the former Stanley Cup winner: One model shows 
his performance translating to a .920 save percentage with 
the Leafs. Samsonov, however, is the trickier call. One 
insider called him "a project" despite three seasons with the 
Capitals. The Leafs are going to boom-or-bust with this 
goaltending. 

24. Vegas Golden Knights 
Logan Thompson, Laurent Brossoit, Adin Hill 

After losing Marc-Andre Fleury, the Knights dropped to 
seventh in last season's goalie tandem rankings. After losing 
Robin Lehner to a season-ending hip surgery this offseason, 
Vegas falls all the way to No. 24. 

But there are reasons for optimism here. Clear Sight 
Analytics has them 18th overall. Thompson's 19-game 
sample last season put him in the top 10 in adjusted save 
percentage. The coaching change should help, too, as Peter 
DeBoer's system is over-reliant on goaltending while Bruce 
Cassidy's work in Boston was historically more goalie-
friendly. 

The Knights didn't seek a big-name solution after Lehner's 
injury. Part of that was the salary cap ceiling against which 
they're bumping, and part of that was a legit confidence in 
what they had on the roster. It might be rewarded. 

25. Los Angeles Kings 
Jonathan Quick, Cal Petersen 

Those vintage Jonathan Quick moments we witnessed last 
season -- like that Game 4 shutout and a brilliant Game 7 
effort against Edmonton in the playoffs -- overshadow the 
reality of the Kings' goaltending, which is that it's not all that 
consistent or good. 

Some of the public analytics on Quick were eye-opening, like 
Money Puck's 17.8 goals saved above expected. But internal 
goalie analytics models had Quick at or below expected. He 
turns 37 in January and even the most athletic goalie can't 
stop Father Time. 

The real issue with the Kings is Petersen, who responded to 
a spiffy new contract he received last preseason with a 
disastrous 2021-22 campaign (.895 save percentage, below-
replacement metrics). This tandem rates higher if he 
bounces back. If he doesn't ... does GM Rob Blake still have 
the receipt for that purchase? 

26. Buffalo Sabres 
Eric Comrie, Craig Anderson, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 

The Sabres already tried to do the "sign the backup with the 
solid numbers and see if he can handle a larger role" thing, 
and it resulted in three below-replacement-level seasons 
from Carter Hutton. Comrie, 27, is coming off an outstanding 
season in Winnipeg where his adjusted numbers were better 
than those for Connor Hellebuyck. 

Anderson, 41, continued a long-standing Sabres tradition of 
starting out the season incredibly well (.939 save percentage 
in October) before finishing up at below-replacement levels. 
The future is with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen and Devon Levi, 
and it's a bright one at that. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 
John Gibson, Anthony Stolarz 

Stolarz might be one of the best-kept secrets in the NHL 
goaltending landscape, with a better goals-saved above 
average per 60 minutes and expected goals against than 
Gibson. 

But Gibson's still the guy in Anaheim, even if he hasn't been 
all-caps JOHN GIBSON for the last three seasons, posting a 
5-on-5 save percentage of .912 in that span. Clear Sight 
Analytics has this tandem ranked 29th overall. 

28. Montreal Canadiens 
Jake Allen, Sam Montembeault, Cayden Primeau 

We'll leave Carey Price out of this analysis given his 
uncertain status, except to note he remains signed through 
2025-26. 

Allen earned a new two-year contract with two stabilizing 
seasons for the Canadiens, but the 32-year-old is at his best 
as a tandem goalie, and his dance partners here aren't ready 
to tango at an NHL level. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 
Carter Hart, Felix Sandström, Troy Grosenick 

Hart quietly had a bounce-back season for Philadelphia after 
losing his way during the pandemic years. His minus-2.23 
goals saved above average wasn't exactly the stuff of Vezina 
Trophies, but compared to 2020-21 (minus-22.3) it was 
practically Hasek-like. 

The big question: Can John Tortorella, whose system is quite 
goalie-friendly, be the one to get Hart back on that "franchise 
goalie" path? 

Losing Ivan Fedotov hurts this group, as the prospect was 
detained in Russia during the offseason and sent to serve in 
the military for one year. Neither Grosenick nor Sandström fill 
that role as sufficiently. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 
Petr Mrázek, Alex Stalock 

Like the Coyotes, the last thing the Blackhawks want is 
goaltending that's going to steal games for them during a 
season when draft lottery position is paramount. 

As is tradition, Mrazek will steal a few during a hot streak 
before his inevitable injury. Stalock is a great story, as he's 
waging an NHL comeback after not playing since Nov. 2020 
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due to a COVID-related myocarditis diagnosis. Clear Sight 
Analytics has them slightly higher than this, at No. 28. 

31. Seattle Kraken 
Philipp Grubauer, Martin Jones, Chris Driedger 

The most asked question around the Kraken last season: 
What would their standings point total have been had they 
received a scintilla of competent goaltending last season? 

Grubauer, whom they signed to a massive six-year free-
agent deal, and Driedger were supposed to be the 
foundation for a successful inaugural season. Instead, they 
subverted it, combining for a negative-35.3 goals saved 
above expected. 

The outlook hasn't improved. Clear Sight Analytics had 
Seattle dead last in its 2022-23 goalie tandem projections, 
with former Flyers goalie Martin Jones replacing Driedger, 
who is out with a torn ACL in his right knee. Said one 
goaltending expert: "Grubauer has only been good on great 

defensive teams, and they are not that." This could end up 
being uglier than Buoy. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 
Karel Vejmelka, Jonas Johansson, Ivan Prosvetov 

The good news for the Coyotes is that their goaltending 
won't thwart the "Tank Hard for Bedard" plan they've 
seemingly implemented this season. 

Vejmelka had a minus-23.2 goals saved above expected last 
season. After missing out on Charlie Lindgren as a free 
agent, it looked like the Coyotes might have Prosvetov, who 
needs to spend another full season in the AHL, and Jon 
Gillies as their backups. But GM Bill Armstrong was ready for 
the waiver wire to provide him another option and claimed 
Johansson from the Colorado Avalanche. He had a negative-
13 goals saved above average in just 11 games last season. 

The Sun Devils men's team might have the best goaltending 
at Arizona State's Mullett Arena this season.
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Canes overwhelm Blue Jackets, continue preseason excellence 

The Carolina Hurricanes are an unstoppable force so far this 
preseason. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The 1972 Miami Dolphins. The 2015-16 Golden State 
Warriors. 2003-04 Arsenal. The 2022 (preseason) Carolina 
Hurricanes.  

The utter dominance of the Canes’ preseason run continued 
at home Monday night, as Carolina beat the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 8-1 in an overwhelmingly one-sided affair.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Stefan Noesen, Derek Stepan, Brent 
Burns, Martin Necas and Brady Skjei all scored for the home 
team, with Necas and Stepan both scoring twice. The Canes 
went 2 for 4 on the power play and 1 for 1 on the penalty kill, 
as Carolina simply commanded every facet of the game.  

Antti Raanta played the full game in net for the Canes, and 
while he wasn’t tested a ton he was very good. Raanta 
stopped 24 of 25 shots faced, making a couple really good 
saves in the final frame.  

Columbus opened up the scoring early in the first period on 
an offensive-zone faceoff. There was a tie up around the dot, 
and Yegor Chinakhov picked up the puck and fired in one 
fluid motion. His shot beat Raanta through the five-hole, 
giving the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead.  

But Carolina quickly got it back on the power play, as 
Jamieson Rees drew a penalty along the boards. And just 31 
seconds into the man advantage, Kotkaniemi blasted a 
beautiful wrister past Daniil Tarasov off a nice feed from 
Burns.  

Noesen made it 2-1 a little while later, as he camped himself 
in front of the net and grabbed his second greasy goal of the 
preseason. Brady Skjei fired in a shot, and Noesen got just 
enough of a backhand attempt on the rebound to beat 
Tarasov.  

The Canes doubled their lead in the waning seconds of the 
first period, as Stepan netted his second of the preseason 
with a great redirection in front of net. Jaccob Slavin fired in a 
shot, and Stepan did exactly what he needed to do to make it 
a 3-1 Carolina lead heading into the first intermission.  

After a relatively slow start to the second period, things got 
mighty chippy six minutes in. Stelio Mattheos and Erik 
Gudbranson got into it along the boards, with Mattheos 
chasing Gudbranson down for a hit he didn’t take kindly.  

The result of the skirmish was a power play for the 
Hurricanes, as Gudbranson got four minutes to Mattheos’ 
two. 

And once again, the Hurricanes didn’t take long to capitalize 
on the man advantage. Burns unleashed a bomb from the 

point just 22 seconds into the power play that newly entered 
Jet Greaves had absolutely no chance of saving.  

The Canes were far from done in the second period, as 
Necas got himself a goal a few minutes later. Ryan Dzingel 
made a great play to win the puck for the Canes, and Necas 
buried his look off the feed from Dzingel.  

Then less than a minute later, Skjei found the back of the net 
from the slot to make it 6-1 off a great pass from Necas, who 
picked up his third point in 5:11 of play.  

It took the Canes 46 seconds of the third period to make it 7-
1, as Burns rifled a phenomenal pass across the ice to 
Stepan. The veteran center took a second to corral the 
powerful pass, but he still managed to rifle home his second 
goal of the night.  

Dzingel and Necas linked up again in the final minutes of the 
game, as Necas picked up his second goal and fourth point 
of the night to make it 8-1. 

The Hurricanes will finish up the preseason Tuesday night in 
Buffalo, looking to make it a perfect 5-0 before the real 
season begins next Wednesday against Columbus in 
Raleigh.  

They Said It 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Necas’ confidence and game: He’s played well. There’s 
nothing really surprising. I don’t really see any difference in 
his play. It’s always been there. His pace has been there 
since we got him. It’s preseason, he’s got to continue that 
when it counts for real. But it’s certainly better than not 
seeing it. He’s definitely been impactful in every game that 
he’s played.  

On if Derek Stepan is closer to a contract after that game: 
That’s not a question for me. But he’s definitely earning his 
stripes here. That’s the thing we talked about after the game. 
It’s tough to play these games, especially for older guys who 
understand that we’ve got 82 games coming up here that are 
going to count for real. But they all still went out there and did 
their job. That’s what we need around here. It shows the 
young guys what it takes to play in this league.  

On if there’s anything to worry about with Brett Pesce: Nope.  

On if he’s just holding his breath in the third period of a game 
like this with injuries: You just never know. It is tough. We 
shut a lot of guys down, but you still have to play guys. You 
can’t play the young guys the whole game. We were just kind 
of getting through it. But I liked the two periods before. We 
did it right.  
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Martin Necas 

On the win: It was a good game for us. The whole preseason 
has been good so far. We have so many good players. 
We’ve played basically two teams and everybody is working 
hard. So far it’s been good. It’s nice to get a couple touches 
in the game and the feel for it.  

On being able to see pucks go in the net: It’s nice. It’s just 
the preseason, but obviously every time you score and 
things are going well it feels good. It’s more about getting in 
the game. If the goals are there it’s perfect, but it’s got to be 
there in a week.  

Brent Burns 

On if he’s feeling more and more comfortable with the team: 
Yeah every day it’s getting better. I’m getting used to the 
drills and plays and different guys. It’s been part of the fun to 
be excited and nervous for practices and just getting to be a 

part of growing into something. It’s been fun to watch these 
guys. I’ve said it before, but there’s a lot of skill and they 
work hard. It’s fun to be on that side. It just builds for 
everybody. The energy keeps growing as each line goes out. 
It’s fun to be a part of.  

On the chemistry he’s developing with Jaccob Slavin: It’s two 
games. He’s an incredible talent. He does so many things so 
well. You’re trying to help in certain situations, stay out of the 
way in certain situations. The systems are a little different. 
You have to go into games and see how things happen 
under pressure when you know there is going to be physical 
contact and you see how guys react. It’s good. You have to 
play games to get that. It’s only going to get better as time 
goes. Saying that, he’s just so highly skilled and good at 
everything that it’s made it a lot easier. The way he knocks 
pucks out of the air and his stick and speed, I didn’t know 
that. It’s nice to see.

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Buffalo Sabres: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to close out the preseason with another 
win. 

By Sarah.A@WriteSaidSarah 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Buffalo Sabres 

Preseason Game 5 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 — 7:00 p.m. ET 
KeyBank Center — Buffalo, NY 

Watch: NHL Network 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Die By the Blade 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

After a resounding win on Monday night against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, the Carolina Hurricanes are just one 
win away from the (somewhat dubious) honor of going 
undefeated in the preseason.  

With the clock ticking on opening night rosters — teams must 
trim their active rosters to 23 players by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 10 — look for young players to continue to be 
highlighted as they fight for roster spots. With the Chicago 
Wolves beginning their training camp this week, this game is 
critical for players looking to make one last impression on the 
NHL coaching staff. The evolving blue line will also be 
something to watch closely, with Calvin de Haan earning 
himself a contract but further increasing the competition for 
players like Ethan Bear, Jalen Chatfield, and Dylan Coghlan, 
who are all fighting for NHL playing time. The Canes roster 
for Tuesday: 

The Sabres have had a strong preseason of their own, 
winning three of four games to date. Their sole loss came 
against the Blue Jackets while playing a largely AHL level 
roster. This game provides another chance for players like 
Jack Quinn, the reigning AHL Rookie of the Year, and J.J. 
Peterka, the Rochester Americans’ leading scorer last 
season, to make the case for a full-time promotion to the 
NHL. Their lineup: 

In news unrelated to tonight’s game, the Sabres have a new 
team dog. Her name is Nikki and she is perfect. 
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Hurricanes trounce Blue Jackets 8-1 in penultimate preseason match  

By Bryan Pyrtle and Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes massacred the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 8-1 in PNC Arena on Monday, Oct. 3. 

While the Canes looked about 10 steps ahead of Blue 
Jackets in this one, their regular season opener against 
Columbus on Oct. 12 should be much more competitive. 
That being said, Carolina skated circles around yet another 
preseason opponent, outshooting the Blue Jackets 45-26.  

Monday night’s game was marked by several notable 
performances from young guns and veterans alike. 
Defenseman Brent Burns has certainly lived up to 
expectations thus far — it’s to be expected from the 
seasoned pro, but encouraging nevertheless. Burns posted 
one goal and two assists, racking up several points ahead of 
Carolina’s final preseason match this week. 

“It’s natural to have just good feelings and good energy, and 
I think nerves help all that,” Burns said. “It’s a great time 
here. There’s a lot of guys here — it’s just a lot of work and a 
lot of enjoyment doing the work, and it’s contagious for 
everybody, old or young.” 

For someone who only posted 29 points across 66 games 
last season, center Jesperi Kotkaniemi stood out. Notching 
four points in three preseason appearances, Kotkaniemi 
looked smooth and sharp on the ice with just one game to go 
before Carolina’s regular season debut. 

And speaking of building up momentum, center Martin Nečas 
had himself a night. After two goals and two assists across 
Monday night’s match, the question now becomes whether 
or not he can perform just as smoothly during the regular 
season. Similarly to Kotkaniemi, Nečas’ preseason 
performance bodes well for a slew of impressive plays to 
keep up with his more experienced counterparts. 

“That pace has been there since we got him,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It's preseason, so he's got to 
continue that when it counts for real, but certainly better than 
not seeing it. He's definitely been impactful in every game 
that he’s played.” 

Final score aside, NC State alumna and global cheese rolling 
champion Abby Lampe sounded the siren to kick off the 
evening’s before puck drop. Lampe, who also celebrated her 
birthday on Monday, fortunately didn’t see a result quite like 
the Icepack game she dropped the puck for last Friday. 

Meanwhile, several players continued fighting for spots on 
the opening night roster in the Canes’ penultimate preseason 
game. Surprisingly, the competition in the forward group 
heated up a bunch as several young guns vye for the NHL 
roster spots. 

Right wing Stefan Noesen notched a pair of points over the 
course of the evening, scoring in the first period and 
assisting center Derek Stepan in the third period to make it 
7-1. The 29-year-old Texan demonstrated his knack for 
getting into the greasy areas, a trait that fits well in the 
Canes’ high-volume philosophy on offense. With one 
preseason game to go, Noesen is making a good case to 
stay in Raleigh this year. 

Stepan himself put two past Columbus tonight, showing he 
can still play at the NHL level. Unlike last season where he 
was often the 13th forward in a crowded room, the 32-year-
old is a lock to make the opening night roster if he continues 
to show up. 

Centers Jamieson Rees and Vasiliy Ponomarev also looked 
pretty solid. Ponomarev generated a lot of buzz in training 
camp for his cerebral play at center, but he may be the odd 
one out on opening night. Similarly, Rees teased his 
potential to make big plays but will likely start the season in 
Chicago. 

Finally, right wing Stelio Mattheos also showed his grit on the 
ice in more ways than one. In an uncharacteristically feisty 
second period of a preseason game, a few hard hits 
culminated in the  Blue Jackets’ Erik Gudbranson tackling 
Mattheos from behind after a whistle, instigating a big fracas. 
Mattheos logged three hits over the course of the evening. 

For Brind’Amour, the main takeaway from the fight and from 
the game as a whole was there were no injuries. Although 
defenseman Brett Pesce missed the third period due to a 
lower-body injury, Brind’Amour clarified that it was a 
precautionary move. 

“[Gudbranson] probably wanted out anyway,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He's been around. He's probably going, ‘I don't really 
want to play these games either.’ It’s one of those things. I'm 
glad nobody got hurt.” 

The Canes will wrap up their preseason on Tuesday, Oct. 4 
against the Buffalo Sabres. Puck drops in KeyBank Center at 
7 p.m.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266594551.html 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-buzz-by-the-blue-jackets-8-1/20505694/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preseason-recap-canes-rout-blue-jackets-8-1/c-336016656 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preseason-preview-october-4-at-buffalo/c-336016262 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-preseason-results-recap-october-3/c-336021614 
https://www.nhl.com/news/trophy-tracker-jack-adams-award-sullivan-brindamour-among-top-picks/c-336004300 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/34719311/nhl-goalie-tandem-rankings-2022-23 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/3/23386256/canes-overwhelm-blue-jackets-continue-preseason-excellence 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/4/23386667/carolina-hurricanes-buffalo-sabres-game-preview-nhl-preseason-how-to-watch 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-trounce-blue-jackets-8-1-in-penultimate-preseason-match/article_f895ae82-4390-11ed-9c42-

a3bf130916c3.html 
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Carolina Hurricanes, Stanley Cup contenders? Here are the 3 big factors 

 

Cory Lavalette9-11 minutes 03/10/2022 

 

On May 18, 2018, Rod Brind’Amour sat alongside Carolina GM Don 
Waddell and owner Tom Dundon and said he planned, as the next coach 
of the Hurricanes, to make the team relevant again. 

To many, that meant getting the Hurricanes back to the playoffs after a 
nine-year absence. But Brind’Amour made it clear that day that simply 
reaching the postseason wasn’t enough. 

“For whatever reason,” he said, “our expectations have fallen a little bit 
here, and we need to raise those.” 

Fast forward to the present and, after four straight trips to the postseason 
and back-to-back division titles, the objective is crystal clear. 

The Hurricanes are among the Stanley Cup favorites heading into the 
2022-23 season, and Carolina’s success will no longer be measured in 
playoff berths and divisional banners that are raised quietly during the 
offseason. 

It’s always been championship or bust for the coach, but is this the year 
his team gets over the hump and fully restores the legacy built when 
Brind’Amour raised the trophy as captain in 2006? 

The key pieces are in place. Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Andrei Svechnikov are established up front, and Jaccob Slavin and Brett 
Pesce continue to be the cornerstones on defense. Jordan Staal, who in 
the blink of an eye is in the final year of a 10-year contract, is the 
foundation on which Brind’Amour’s message of hard work and 
accountability is built. 

Carolina has an emerging star in 20-year-old Seth Jarvis, solid 
goaltending in Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, and has added 
veterans Brent Burns, Paul Stastny and Max Pacioretty, who crave their 

first title in the same way Ray Whitney, Bret Hedican, Glen Wesley and 
Doug Weight did in 2006. 

“The older guys, there’s just probably have a better appreciation because 
they understand that every year that goes by is a year you didn’t get it 
done,” Brind’Amour said. 

“So we’ve got a hungry group this way having not achieved that goal yet, 
and I think there’s also a real good understanding of how hard we’ve got 
to push.” 

On paper, this year — the 25th anniversary of the franchise’s relocation 
to North Carolina from Hartford — has all the makings of a championship 
season. 

But 82 regular-season games and four rounds of the playoffs have a 
funny way of making smudges, creases and tears on what looks like an 
impeccable resume. Those all will come, and it’s how a team navigates 
those bumps in the road that makes a champion. 

Can Carolina do it? Absolutely. Will they do it? They need these things to 
go right. 

Max power 

Injuries are a part of any team’s journey, but Pacioretty — the six-time 
30-goal scorer gifted to the Hurricanes by cap-addled Vegas in the 
offseason — had barely taken his first step in Raleigh before he took two 
back. 

The 33-year-old winger, brought in to provide reliable scoring for a team 
that saw its offense dry up in two straight postseasons, underwent 
surgery on Aug. 10 for a torn Achilles suffered when preparing for the 
season. 

The recovery time is six months, and Pacioretty told me this week that 
he’s optimistic he can be ready before the Stadium Series outdoor game 
at North Carolina State’s Carter-Finley Stadium on Feb. 20. That checks 
out — it would be six months and 10 days after the procedure — and 
would provide Carolina with a pre-trade deadline boost. 

“It’s not going to be easy,” Brind’Amour said of Pacioretty’s wait to return 
to the ice. “It’s probably going to get harder for him the closer we get and 
when we actually start playing. … He’s got a lot of guys to lean on, kind 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2022 

 

of just make him feel part of it. And then we’re looking forward to when 
he’s healthy, he’ll get to help us out.” 

Verdict: Pacioretty is about as reliable a scorer as you can find in the 
NHL. That said, anyone coming off an injury as serious as this shouldn’t 
be seen as a midseason savior. Pacioretty will be a big addition, but what 
Carolina really needs is for Svechnikov to become a star. 

Beyond the offer sheet 

Plenty of people in Montreal laughed last season as Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
logged fourth-line minutes with the Hurricanes. The target of a successful 
offer sheet by the Hurricanes during the summer of 2021, Kotkaniemi 
made $6.1 million while posting 12 goals and 29 points in just over 12 
minutes of ice time a night. 

Carolina saw enough to give the 22-year-old center an eight-year, $38.56 
million contract extension in late March. When unrestricted free agent 
Vincent Trocheck signed with the Rangers, the door opened for 
Kotkaniemi to jump up the lineup. 

“That’s the hope, that’s why he got brought in,” Brind’Amour said. “I think 
management had an idea that this might be exactly what happened, that 
‘Troch’ was gonna move on. So they had a good backup plan.” 

While 29 points in 66 games don’t sound like second-line production, it’s 
important to factor in the increased ice time Kotkaniemi is poised to get. 
Trocheck played just shy of 18 minutes a night last season and finished 
with 21 goals and 51 points in 81 games. 

That’s 0.9 goals and 2.1 points per 60 minutes. Kotkaniemi’s numbers 
last season? He had 0.9 goals and 2.2 points per 60. Add in that he’s 
started the season centering Svechnikov and Martin Necas — his four 
most common five-on-five linemates last season were Derek Stepan, 
Necas, Steven Lorentz and Jordan Martinook — and you don’t need 
fuzzy math to make a case for Kotkaniemi. 

“He’s a young kid with a lot of talent, and we’ve talked about this a lot,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And I think it’s time now. He’s got to start emerging, 
and I think I’ve got to give him the opportunity, but he’s got to go ahead 
and earn it.” 

Kotkaniemi seems ready to seize the moment. 

“I think now I know how everything works,” he said of having a year with 
Carolina under his belt. “So it’s the same system, same guys, same 
coaches, so I think this year will be better. We have high expectations for 
the whole team, so hopefully we’re gonna reach those.” 

Verdict: Most are seeing Kotkaniemi as a downgrade from Trocheck. Not 
me. What Carolina loses in Trocheck’s truculence and penalty killing it 
gains in Kotkaniemi’s size and vision. The former No. 3 overall pick is 
unlikely to ever score 30 goals — he’d need to shoot the puck a whole lot 
more than he seems willing — but he will win offensive zone battles and 
has a knack for finding the open guy. He should take a huge step this 
year. 

Career year for Slavin 

Slavin is already considered the most gentlemanly and best defensive 
defenseman in the game. The one part of his game that keeps him from 
being a perennial Norris Trophy favorite is his offense. 

The 28-year-old had career-highs in assists (38) and points (42) last 
season, but there’s untapped upside beyond that. One could rightly view 
the addition of Burns as Slavin’s running mate as the latest instant 
offense being added to the Slavin defensive cocktail. Playing alongside 
Slavin should allow Burns to roam free and pile up points. 

But on the defensive end, Burns brings the best of his two predecessors 
on Slavin’s right side — the size of Dougie Hamilton and the 
competitiveness of Tony DeAngelo. That could free up Slavin to flash his 
offensive side a bit more. 

In desperate moments, Slavin has shown he can rush the puck up the ice 
and dangle around defenders with the best of them. Perhaps having 

Burns backing him up will encourage him to embrace those skills a bit 
more. 

Verdict: Slavin is as selfless a player as you’ll find. It appears he will be 
relieved of any power-play responsibilities to start the season, so any 
boost in offense will have to come at even strength. I could see him 
eclipsing 50 points this season, but that probably won’t be enough to get 
him into Norris territory. 

So, will they do it? 

“We want to be the best in the world,” Kotkaniemi said, “so that’s what we 
expect and that’s what we work for every day.” 

The Hurricanes have the look of Stanley Cup contenders. Like any team, 
they need things to break their way to make it happen. 

Can Andersen follow up his bounce-back regular season with a similar 
performance followed by a sterling postseason? Will Svechnikov emerge 
as a 40-goal scorer? Will Jarvis avoid the sophomore slump and build on 
an impressive rookie year? Is the Eastern Conference playoff gauntlet 
too much? 

These are all answers we’ll get in time. 

It took Brind’Amour 16 NHL seasons and six in Carolina to go beyond 
relevance and reach the ultimate goal. When the Hurricanes open their 
season Oct. 12 at home against Columbus, it will be 1,608 days since 
Brind’Amour officially took the reins of a franchise that, more than anyone 
else, is synonymous with him. 

“Patience,” Brind’Amour said at the start of his first training camp in 2018. 
“I’m not a very patient person. I didn’t take the job not to win or try to win 
or expect to win. Maybe I need to be a little more patient. I don’t know. 
We’ll see how that works out.” 

It sure feels like this is the year it works out. 

Editor’s note: Cory Lavalette is a correspondent who will cover the 
Hurricanes this season for The Athletic. He is managing editor and sports 
editor for North State Journal, a statewide newspaper based in Raleigh 
covering North Carolina, and has written about the Hurricanes for several 
outlets since 2008. He is a graduate of Utica College (now Utica 
University) and has lived in the Triangle since 2000. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.04.2022 
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Sabres forge a real look in practice, will take lineup through final two 
exhibitions 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter6-8 minutes 

 

With still 10 days before their season opener against the Ottawa 
Senators, things got quite a bit more real for the Buffalo Sabres on 
Monday in KeyBank Center. 

There were not two practice sessions featuring more than 50 players and 
nearly a dozen bench and development coaches. Instead, it was just one 
group of 28 players, led by coach Don Granato and his Buffalo staff. 
Legitimate line combinations and defense pairs were on display and 
Granato said afterward that fans should see pretty close to the team that 
will start the season when the Sabres host Carolina here Tuesday night 
and wrap up the exhibition schedule Friday in Pittsburgh. 

Granato said it was super from an organizational standpoint to have so 
many prospects and extra coaches around practice, as the staffs from 
Rochester and Cincinnati were also involved. But it's also closing in on 
time to get ready for the NHL season and Monday represented a new 
stage of camp. 
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"Today was that day and that’s exciting knowing the season’s coming," 
Granato said. "The meeting this morning was much different than 
meetings we’ve had prior in training camp, and the practice, focus and 
intensity was different as well." 

How did the Sabres line up in front of goalies Eric Comrie, Craig 
Anderson and Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen? 

• Tage Thompson was centering Jeff Skinner and Victor Olofsson on the 
top line while Alex Tuch, who spent a good chunk of last season at right 
wing with Skinner and Thompson, was set up with Jack Quinn and Casey 
Mittelstadt. 

• Dylan Cozens was centering Peyton Krebs and JJ Peterka with 
Rasmus Asplund and Zemgus Girgensons shuffling between center and 
wing while skating with Kyle Okposo. The final line had Riley Sheahan 
between Anders Bjork and Vinnie Hinostroza. 

• The top three defense pairs had Rasmus Dahlin with Mattias 
Samuelsson, Owen Power with Henri Jokiharju and Jacob Bryson with 
Ilya Lyubushkin. Lawrence Pilut, Jeremy Davies, Kale Cleague and 
Chase Priskie also remain in camp while Casey Fitzgerald did not skate 
Monday while nursing a lower-body injury that Granato said is a day-to-
day issue. 

"Now we're starting to look at, 'OK, these combinations we have here are 
in hopes that we don't want to tweak things around much at this point,'" 
Granato said. "We know we can. But we'd like to see the groups that are 
out here get the next few days practice and games together for the most 
part.  

"I think our lineup going into the season is pretty laid out. I don't think 
there's anything that's too surprising or shocking. And let's face it, we've 
got to back our guys. They've had a body of work. And we're tiered the 
way we're tiered to go into season and really see which group and 
combination is best at the objective of winning hockey games." 

Tuch said last week that Buffalo's forwards know they have to be flexible 
and playing with multiple players through camp has been beneficial for 
both returning players and newcomers. 

"Every player on this team has a different skill set, different type of play, 
different style," Tuch said. "I think that it doesn't really change my style of 
game and me playing with other guys doesn't have to change their style. 
We have a lot of guys that can be put into different lines, different 
combinations ... We have a very diverse skill set up and down our lineup 
and I think everyone has a lot of chemistry with one another." 

"It's getting down to the wire. it's exciting," added Krebs, in his first 
Buffalo camp after being acquired with Tuch from Vegas in November. 
"Just to get those reps in practice with a big group, it's closer than we 
think for sure and now we get ready this week and have some fun." 

Granato reiterated how he likes forwards who are flexible enough to play 
both center and wing and he has at least eight of them remaining in 
camp. At the end of last season, they all received a mandate to get better 
on faceoffs after the Sabres finished 32nd (last overall) in the NHL at 
46% with figures that were consistently poor in all areas: The club 
finished 31st in winning percentage on draws at even strength, on the 
power play and in the defensive zone. 

And remember, the Sabres did not re-sign team leader Cody Eakin 
(56.1%). No one on the current roster won more faceoffs than he did last 
last season. Girgensons was the leader at 49.8%. 

"It's an area that we really do need to improve on," Granato said. "If you 
want more ice time and more opportunity, win more faceoffs because 
we're going to put you out there. The overtime faceoff, defensive zone 
faceoffs, even a power play faceoff. Those are situations that winning the 
draw is a significant advantage." 

"I think it's just always working on it every day," Krebs said. "This group 
loves hockey and we're really passionate about getting better every day. 
As you'll see throughout the year, we're only going to get better and 
better in those areas." 

Subban off to Amerks 

Sabres goaltender Malcolm Subban cleared waivers Monday and was 
assigned to Rochester, where he is expected to team with Luukkonen as 
the Amerks' tandem. He could have been claimed by Ottawa, but the 
Sens instead claimed Magnus Hellberg from Seattle after learning that 
starter Cam Talbot is going to be out five to seven weeks with an upper-
body injury. 

New team dog unveiled 

The Sabres unveiled their new team dog, an 8-month-old golden retriever 
named Nikki who greeted the players and coaches as they came off the 
ice and cavorted around the locker room. General Manager Kevyn 
Adams signed an honorary contract for the dog and asked her to shake 
on it to no avail, as the animal is still in training. 

Nikki is training to be a service dog as part of the WNY Heroes Pawsitive 
for Heroes program. Nikki is named in honor of Nicholas Warden, a U.S. 
Army veteran from Depew who was killed in Syria in 2017. Last year's 
team dog, Rick, was named in honor of broadcaster Rick Jeanneret and 
is currently in the service of a U.S. Coast Guard veteran. 

  wholesome content alert   pic.twitter.com/CbV5DcGLyy 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) October 3, 2022 
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Sabres depth chart: What to make of Buffalo’s nearly set opening night 
lineup 

 

Matthew Fairburn7-8 minutes 03/10/2022 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. – The Buffalo Sabres are 10 days away from their 
season opener against the Ottawa Senators, and Don Granato said the 
lineup is mostly set. 

On Monday, the Sabres took the ice for the first time since they trimmed 
down the roster. Training camp has transitioned from a time of 
exploration and development to one of preparation for the 82-game 
season to come. The Sabres have two preseason games remaining 
(Tuesday against the Hurricanes and Friday against the Penguins), but 
Granato doesn’t think there are many spots up for grabs. 

“I don’t think guys are going to separate themselves,” Granato said. “I 
think our lineup going into the season is pretty laid out. I don’t think 
there’s been anything that’s been too surprising or shocking. And let’s 
face it, we have to back our guys. They’ve had a body of work.” 

During practice on Monday, Granato rolled out a group of lines and 
defensive pairings that he thinks has a strong chance to be the group the 
Sabres will use against the Senators. 

“We’re starting to look at these combinations we have here are in hopes 
that we don’t want to tweak things too much at this point,” he said. “We 
know we can, but we’d like to see the groups that were out here get the 
next few days of practice and games together for the most part.” 

Here’s what the Sabres are going with at the moment. 

Forwards 

Jeff Skinner – Tage Thompson – Victor Olofsson 

This line makes sense now that Victor Olofsson is entering the season 
fully healthy. This trio logged a fair amount of ice time last season, 
scoring 15 goals as a line. The real magic was between Thompson and 
Skinner, though. Those two had 36 goals when playing together, and 
Granato likes them playing together. 
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“I can pretty comfortably say I see those guys staying together,” Granato 
said earlier in camp. “There’s chemistry there, but they work together. 
They strategize together in between games, after practices. They’re 
really dialed in.” 

The other candidate for the right wing spot on this line would have been 
Alex Tuch. He tends to make players around him more productive. But 
the hope would be that Thompson, who signed a $50-million contract, 
can elevate those around him just as much. 

Jack Quinn – Casey Mittelstadt – Alex Tuch 

Granato has expressed optimism about what Casey Mittelstadt can be 
this season as long as he avoids injuries. He’s a player who can play 
center or wing, but right now it looks like he’ll get a huge opportunity to 
center the second line between Jack Quinn and Tuch. Quinn has been 
one of the Sabres’ top play drivers during the preseason and has earned 
a chance to play top-six minutes. Granato thinks his confidence will only 
keep growing. 

“What I saw today is a player who was even more confident than he was 
yesterday,” Granato said. “I think when you pare down to one group, 
obviously it’s the group that is more experienced and talented or a 
combination of the two. Now the really talented young guys such as 
Peterka and Quinn that haven’t experienced this … Owen would be 
another one … all of a sudden this pace elevates and they haven’t 
played at a pace like this consistently. You’re going to see them 
acclimate really fast. It’s the first time they’ve experienced such a pace. If 
you play it right, you want their confidence to grow through that, too. Jack 
I think has looked better as camp has progressed. I thought today was 
even better than he’s shown me to this point in camp, so that’s exciting 
for me.” 

Quinn had a sensational year in the AHL last season and has a chance 
to carry that over into the NHL playing with Mittelstadt and Tuch. 

Peyton Krebs – Dylan Cozens – J.J. Peterka 

J.J. Peterka hasn’t lit up the scoresheet in the preseason, but the Sabres 
are showing confidence in him with this placement. The Sabres know it’s 
going to take time for him to get acclimated to the NHL game. He went 
through that in Rochester last year. He had four goals from the start of 
the season until the new year and then exploded for 24 goals from that 
point on. He added another seven in the playoffs. That’s why the Sabres 
don’t mind letting him work through the adjustment. 

“He’s taking in so much information that he’s never had,” Granato said. “I 
don’t know if pressing would be the word, but he’s conscious. We want to 
get him playing on instinct. Obviously, before he can do that and get 
more rope, he has to learn what areas he’s really responsible for. I think 
he’s more aware of that, knowing he had to learn a lot of that in 
Rochester last year and stop and pay attention to details that he never 
had to in previous levels. He went through that process there, and I think 
he’s very aware he’s going to have to go through that process now at this 
level.” 

He’ll have the benefit of playing with Dylan Cozens and Peyton Krebs, 
two players who are young but have shown they can be reliable 
defensively. 

Rasmus Asplund – Zemgus Girgensons – Kyle Okposo 

With this lineup as constructed, the Sabres are putting a lot of their 
defensive prowess on one line. Rasmus Asplund has developed into one 
of the team’s best defensive forwards, so he could help balance out 
another line if needed during the season. For now, though, this is a 
useful shutdown group for Buffalo. 

Anders Bjork – Riley Sheahan – Vinnie Hinostroza 

Vinnie Hinostroza playing with Anders Bjork and Riley Sheahan indicates 
that he could be the thirteenth forward rather than having a regular role in 
the bottom six. That is dependent on Peterka continuing to earn his spot. 
Of course, injuries happen, too. So Hinostroza should still see time and 
he’s a useful insurance option. 

Defense 

Rasmus Dahlin – Mattias Samuelsson 

Owen Power – Henri Jokiharju 

Jacob Bryson – Ilya Lyubushkin 

Lawrence Pilut – Jeremy Davies 

Kale Clague – Chase Priskie 

Did not practice: Casey Fitzgerald 

Casey Fitzgerald didn’t practice on Monday, but Granato said he’s day-
to-day and his injury isn’t serious. He could factor into this group as well. 
The most notable development on defense is Lawrence Pilut not being in 
the top six at the moment. He could start the season in the AHL and play 
a role when the Sabres need a fill-in because of injury or performance. 
He’s had a strong training camp to this point. 

The top two pairs seem to be built on familiarity. Rasmus Dahlin and 
Mattias Samuelsson got a ton of time together, especially toward the end 
of last season. During Owen Power’s brief time in the NHL, Henri 
Jokiharju was his most common partner. The only other question would 
be whether a healthy Fitzgerald can factor into the top six at all. 

Goalies 

Eric Comrie 

Craig Anderson 

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 

Malcolm Subban cleared waivers on Monday and was assigned to 
Rochester. The expectation is that an Eric Comrie-Craig Anderson 
tandem will be Buffalo’s answer in net. But Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen could 
still see some additional time in the preseason. 

The Sabres have until next Monday to trim their roster down to 23 
players. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.04.2022 

1205915 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets routed by Carolina Hurricanes in preseason flop 

 

, The Columbus Dispatch7-9 minutes 04/10/2022 

 

The sixth game of the Blue Jackets’ preseason slate was ugly.  

Despite taking a brief 1-0 lead on a goal by Yegor Chinakhov, Columbus 
allowed eight unanswered goals by the Carolina Hurricanes in an 8-1 
rout at PNC Arena in Raleigh.  

Martin Necas led the way for Carolina (4-0-0) with two goals, two assists 
and four points, while six other Hurricanes finished with multiple-point 
outings — including Derek Stepan (two goals, one assist) and 
defenseman Brent Burns (goal, two assists).   

Stefan Noesen, Brady Skjei and Jesperi Kotkaniemi each had a goal and 
assist for the Hurricanes, who played Antti Raanta (25 saves) in net.  

Here are some takeaways:  

Blue Jackets swarmed by Carolina Hurricanes again 

It was only a preseason game and the Blue Jackets (3-2-1) didn’t take 
their top stars, but coach Brad Larsen can’t be pleased with how the 
game unraveled after Chinakhov’s goal.  
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The Hurricanes scored three unanswered goals by Kotkaniemi, Noesen 
and Stepan to take a 3-1 lead after 20 minutes and the shot count — 
which favored Carolina 18-7 — was just as ugly. It got worse in the 
second, when the Hurricanes used four power plays to build a 38-12 shot 
advantage and pushed their lead to 6-1 on goals by Burns, Necas and 
Skjei.  

Looking at each roster, the Hurricanes had an advantage in NHL talent 
— including their top two defensive pairs in the game — but getting 
blown out is not a good look for the Blue Jackets. A roster cut removed 
20 players from training camp Monday, but 37 players remain with 
Columbus and at least 14 more will be subtracted to forge a 23-man 
roster for the season-opener Oct. 12 in Raleigh.  

Larsen runs a taxing camp with long practices that burn leg muscles, but 
this was the second straight game the Blue Jackets were outskated by a 
Metropolitan Division rival. That shouldn't happen to the extent it did. 
Adding Johnny Gaudreau, Patrik Laine, Jakub Voracek, Zach Werenski 
and others in the season-opener will help bridge the gap, but the 
Hurricanes' top forwards also sat out. 

This was about depth and the Hurricanes showed how much more they 
have. 

Blue Jackets goalies Tarasov, Greaves deluged by Carolina Hurricanes 

Daniil Tarasov might never want to face the Hurricanes again.  

Each time the Blue Jackets’ goalie has faced Carolina, his net has been 
swarmed by Hurricanes players and tons of shots. In fact, that’s how 
Tarasov sustained a season-ending labrum tear in one of his hips during 
a 7-4 Hurricanes win last season on New Year’s Day. 

He allowed two goals on 33 shots in the first two periods of that game, 
helping the Blue Jackets cling to a 4-2 lead after they’d scored the 
game’s first four goals. This time, Tarasov allowed three goals on 21 
shots and left at 6:18 of the second. Jet Greaves took over and allowed 
five goals on 24 shots in 33:42. 

Neither one stood much of a chance. Carolina overwhelmed Columbus 
after Chinakhov gave the Blue Jackets the early lead. 

Another game, another goal for Yegor Chinakhov 

Speaking of Chinakhov, he might be lining up for a breakout season. 

The 21-year old forward put the Blue Jackets up 1-0 just 5:54 into the 
game for his fourth goal in four preseason games. This one was the 
result of a smart decision and Chinakhov’s shooting acumen, putting a 
hard wrister through Raanta's pads after gathering the puck in the right 
circle off a faceoff.  

Chinakhov scored seven goals in 62 games as a rookie, but struggled 
converting scoring chances against NHL goalies. Thus far, his four 
preseason goals were against NHL netminders — including the St. Louis 
Blues' Thomas Griess and Raanta, who’s playing his 10th season.  

Making a bid for the playoffs will be more attainable for the Blue Jackets 
if Chinakhov carries his success into the regular season. 

Blue Jackets pay for Erik Gudbranson roughing penalties 

Erik Gudbranson is a veteran defenseman with a heavy shot plus a lot of 
size, muscle and toughness.   

That toughness is one of the main reasons he was offered a four-year, 
$16 million contract by the Blue Jackets, who sorely lacked those 
qualities and needed better protection for skill players who absorbed too 
much abuse from more physical opponents. Gudbranson hasn’t had a 
fight yet, but sensed an opportunity to flex his muscle after Carolina’s 
Stelios Matteos boarded Carson Meyer at 6:18 of the second.  

Skating half the length of the ice, Gudbranson confronted Matteos 
physically. Matteos was penalized for boarding and Gudbranson picked 
up roughing double-minor that gave the Hurricanes a power play. Burns 

made it 4-1 just 22 seconds later with the first of three Carolina goals in 
the period.  

Gudbranson sprung to action, which is his job, but it gave the Hurricanes 
a costly power-play goal. That’s not what a team with defensive issues 
needs, so he'll have to be more judicious in the future. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns impressive 

Brent Burns is going into his 19th season, but his offensive prowess 
might get a boost with the Hurricanes. 

They've paired the hulking veteran with Jaccob Slavin, one of the best 
all-around defensemen in the league, anbd that could free up Burns to 
play freely in the offensive zone — almost like a fourth forward. Burns is 
also a threat on the top power play unit, which he showed on his goal to 
make it 4-1 in the second.   

It was Burns’ third goal of the preseason, which is a pace reminiscent of 
his three career-best efforts with 20-plus goals for the San Jose Sharks 
— including a career-high 29 in 2016-17. Barring injury, Burns is going to 
be a handful for Eastern Conference teams to defend. 

Sillinger brothers unite as Blue Jackets 

This was the first time brothers Cole Sillinger, 19, and Owen Sillinger, 25, 
have officially been teammates. 

The six years that separate them prevented the two from playing on the 
same team until this preseason, when the Jackets' two “Sillys” arrived for 
training camp.  

Cole, the 12th overall pick in 2021, was a rookie last season as the 
NHL’s youngest player. Owen, meanwhile, finished his collegiate career 
at Bemidji State before signing a deal with the Cleveland Monsters — the 
Blue Jackets’ affiliate in the American Hockey League.  

The game was the first of the preseason for the younger Sillinger, who 
returned from an upper-body injury that happened during the first practice 
of camp. His older brother nearly scored near the mid-point of the third, 
but was stopped by Raanta on a breakaway. 

Former Blue Jacket, Dzingel, sets up two goals for Carolina Hurricanes 

Ryan Dzingel played at Ohio State in college and joined the Blue Jackets 
for a brief stint in 2019 after being acquired at the trade deadline from the 
Ottawa Senators.  

He wasn’t a great fit in Columbus, wasn’t offered a contract extension 
and signed with the Hurricanes as an unrestricted free agent that 
offseason. He has since played for the Senators, Arizona Coyotes and 
San Jose Sharks while dealing with injury issues and inconsistency. 

Dzingel is now back with the Hurricanes on a professional tryout offer 
and had a big night Monday, notching primary assists on both Necas 
goals. Last season, while playing for the Coyotes, Dzingel got into a fight 
with Cole Sillinger and threw a punch at the rookie’s head while pinning 
him to the ice — a move that didn’t sit well with the Blue Jackets. He also 
fought Blue Jackets center Sean Kuraly prior to the scrap with Sillinger. 

Should Dzingel earn a roster spot with the Hurricanes, there could be 
another rematch or two this season.  

bhedger@dispatch.com  

@BrianHedger 

Get more Columbus Blue Jackets coverage on the Cannon Fodder 
podcast 
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Columbus Blue Jackets weighing tough decisions in final preseason 
action 

 

, The Columbus Dispatch5-6 minutes 03/10/2022 

 

It’s almost time for the Blue Jackets to make a slew of roster decisions.  

Starting the final week of the preseason Monday, there were 57 players 
remaining in a training camp that started with 68, which is far above the 
NHL’s maximum of 23 for the regular season. A large roster trim is 
expected soon, followed by another cut after the final two preseason 
games Thursday against St. Louis and Saturday at Washington.   

That final reduction is shaping up to be excruciating for coaches, 
management and players. Up to nine forwards are vying for three 
projected openings, while as many as four defensemen are competing 
for the final two spots on the blue line.   

“There’s a lot of guys battling,” coach Brad Larsen said when asked 
about defensemen Jake Bean and Nick Blankenburg competing against 
each other while also paired together for the Jackets’ 2-1 victory over the 
Capitals. “It’s not just those two. Show me your best. I keep saying it. I 
can only dress six (defensemen) for opening night and we’ve got some 
good defensemen. I want my decision to be really hard. Make it hard on 
me.”  

At forward, Justin Danforth, Yegor Chinakhov and Carson Meyer have 
stood out, which makes the competition even tighter if all three make it, 
which appears likely. Those three plus rookie Kent Johnson, the fifth 
overall pick in 2021, might fill forward spots 9-12, leaving a maximum of 
two more for rookie Kirill Marchenko, Liam Foudy, Emil Bemstrom, 
Mathieu Olivier, Brendan Gaunce and Trey Fix-Wolansky. 

Marchenko is adjusting to North America, on and off the ice, so it would 
make sense to keep him in Columbus with fellow Russians Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Chinakhov. Olivier was acquired from the Nashville 
Predators in July for a fourth-round pick to fill the specific role of 
enforcer/power forward the Blue Jackets sorely lacked last season, so it’s 
also hard to see him getting cut.  

Foudy, selected with the 18th pick in 2018, Bemstrom, Fix-Wolansky, 
Gaunce and Olivier must all go unclaimed in the NHL's 24-hour waiver 
protocol to be assigned to the Cleveland Monsters of the American 
Hockey League. Johnson, Meyer, Chinakhov and Marchenko are exempt 
from waivers.  

Further clouding the picture, the Blue Jackets also have James Neal and 
Victor Rask in camp on professional tryout offers. Neal could add size, 
toughness and an experienced presence around the net while Rask is a 
versatile veteran. 

Things aren’t much clearer on defense, where six spots are taken and a 
battle remains for the seventh — and/or eighth slot — between 
Blankenburg, Jake Christiansen, David Jiricek (2022 sixth overall pick), 
Gavin Bayreuther and Marcus Bjork.  

“Hopefully it’s super tough,” Larsen said. “You make it easy on me, then 
you’re on the outside looking in. It’s just, ‘Play your game.’ What are you 
good at? Don’t do something that’s way outside of your comfort zone, but 
every game matters for these guys. It’s important. If you want to be on 
the opening night roster and playing, you’ve got to show me you want to 
be there and you’ve got to earn that space.” 

Blue Jackets forward Gustav Nyquist injured against Washington 
Capitals 

Columbus didn’t come out of its 2-1 victory over Washington unscathed. 
Gustav Nyquist, a veteran forward, left the game in the second period 
and is day-to-day with a lower-body injury.  

Should the issue linger, Nyquist’s absence could create an extra forward 
spot if he requires a stint on injured reserve. The term “day-to-day,” 

typically indicates a minor injury, so Nyquist could be ready for the 
season-opener Oct. 12 at Carolina.  

Nyquist, 33, scored 18 goals, added 35 assists and finished with 53 
points while playing all 82 games. He missed the entire 2020-21 season 
following shoulder surgery. 

Blue Jackets forwards Cole Sillinger, Liam Foudy make preseason 
debuts 

Two new faces joined the Blue Jackets’ game roster for the team’s sixth 
preseason game Monday at the Carolina Hurricanes. Cole Sillinger 
(upper body) and Foudy (shoulder surgery), who each missed the first 
five preseason games, joined a group of forwards that included seven 
possible centers.  

Sillinger, going into his second NHL season, is expected to be one of the 
Blue Jackets’ top three centers. Foudy hasn’t played much center since 
his draft year (2018) with the London Knights in the Ontario Hockey 
League, but the speedy forward might add that position to his 
professional resume. 

Blue Jackets one-timers 

Captain Boone Jenner, who missed the final 23 games of last season 
with a back injury hasn’t scrimmaged or played in a preseason game. … 
Goaltender Joonas Korpisalo is limited to practicing while recovering 
from hip surgery. … goaltender Nolan Lalonde, an 18-year old undrafted 
free agent, earned a three-year entry-level contract from the Blue Jackets 
with an outstanding camp. Lalonde is expected to play another junior 
season with the Erie Otters of the Ontario Hockey League.  

bhedger@dispatch.com  

@BrianHedger 

Get more Columbus Blue Jackets news on the Cannon Fodder podcast 
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Make NHL playoffs? Tank for Bedard? For San Jose Sharks, answer 
might be neither 

 

Curtis Pashelka6-7 minutes 10/3/2022 

 

The San Jose Sharks might not be good enough to make the NHL 
playoffs, or bad enough to have an excellent chance at drafting a 
generational type of player next year. 

That seems to be – at least on the surface – where the Sharks are 
headed as they begin the regular season later this week with two games 
against the Nashville Predators at O2 Arena in Prague. 

“We don’t like talking about there is no chance,” Sharks center Tomas 
Hertl said last month. “You want to make it to the playoffs. I think we’re 
strong enough. If everybody plays their role we can step it up and be 
there. 

“But at the same time, it won’t be easy.” 

It doesn’t appear as if the Sharks are trying to tank – or at least not as 
blatantly as some other NHL organizations. 

The Sharks gave Hertl an eight-year, $65.1 million contract extension in 
March, and bolstered the team’s depth up front this summer with the 
additions of forwards like Oskar Lindblom and Luke Kunin. They still have 
tentpole players like Erik Karlsson, Logan Couture, and Timo Meier, and 
rookies like Thomas Bordeleau and William Eklund are showing promise. 
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The goalie tandem of Kaapo Kahkonen and James Reimer also might be 
a bit underrated. 

Put it all together and the Sharks likely won’t be at the bottom of the NHL 
standings where teams like the rebuilding Chicago Blackhawks, Arizona 
Coyotes, and Montreal Canadiens are expected to reside. 

The teams with the worst records will have the best chance of winning 
the 2023 draft lottery and selecting teenage wunderkind Connor Bedard, 
believed to be the NHL’s next superstar. 

“We’re not going to ask a guy who’s only scored five goals in a season to 
score 40 goals this year,” Sharks coach David Quinn said. “This is guys 
that can just be a little bit better. If we can get that throughout our lineup, 
there’s a difference in being a team that is in the bottom five of the 
league and give you a chance to be in the top 10 of the league.” 

“Going into the season, everybody believes they’re going to have an 
opportunity to maybe surprise some people,” said NHL Network analyst 
Ken Daneyko, who had a 20-year NHL career with the New Jersey 
Devils. “I don’t think anybody thinks the Sharks are going to make the 
playoffs, but that’s why you play the games.” 

General manager Mike Grier has been refreshingly realistic about where 
the Sharks are at right now as an organization. He wants to win, but for 
him, this season is more about building a foundation and putting the 
Sharks in a better position for future success. 

“Just for them to be competitive and play hard every night and be good 
teammates, and I think that’s where it all starts,” Grier said last month 
about his expectations for the Sharks. “If we do that, I think we’ll have 
some success on the ice and we’ll have something to build on.” 

One of the biggest reasons why Grier was selected to replace Doug 
Wilson as the Sharks’ general manager three months ago was because 
of his commitment to building the right culture around the organization. 
Just recently, he provided an example of what that meant. 

With Czech government officials in September threatening to keep 
Russian players out of the country for this week’s Global Series games, 
Grier took a unifying stance, saying, “We’re a team, so if they say some 
guys can’t go, either we all go or no one goes.” 

“We stand with them, and we’re all together as one in here.” 

It was a response that resonated with the Sharks players. 

“We’ve talked a lot about our culture as a team and how we want to be 
as a group,” Sharks winger Matt Nieto said. “I think these first (few) days, 
we’re off to a good start with all of that.” 

Still, scoring goals is expected to remain a major issue for the Sharks, a 
problem only exacerbated when Grier traded Brent Burns to the Carolina 
Hurricanes for forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Mäkiniemi 
and a conditional 2023 third-round draft pick. 

Burns led the Sharks in scoring over the last 11 seasons and was 12th 
among all NHL defensemen last season with 54 points. He played more 
minutes than any other skater in the regular season as he and center 
Hertl were the only Sharks players to dress for all 82 games. 

Karlsson, who led all NHL defensemen with 585 points through the 
2010s, will have to do his part, but the Sharks will need everybody to 
help eat those minutes, including newcomers Matt Benning and for now, 
Scott Harrington. Markus Nutivaara, signed as a free agent in the 
offseason, is out with a lower-body injury. 

“When you lose big personalities and people that have been in one 
organization for a long time, you’re going to feel like you missed that 
person and there’s a void,” Couture said. “But I feel like guys that we 
have in here are going to step up and take those minutes.” 

The Sharks play Eisbären Berlin in an exhibition game Tuesday at 
Mercedes-Benz Arena, then begin the regular season with games 
against the Nashville Predators on Friday and Saturday in Prague. 

“You always want to make the playoffs but I don’t have anything firm in 
my head to say what a successful season is,” Grier said. “I just want to 
see progress. I want to see the players getting better, the players 
developing and I want to see the culture in the room coming around and 
being the way that (Quinn) and I would like it to be.” 
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Barabanov, Nutivaara to miss Sharks-Predators Prague games 

 

Sheng Peng2-2 minutes 

 

BERLIN – “I don’t think so.” 

That was David Quinn’s answer when asked if Alexander Barabanov or 
Markus Nutivaara could join the San Jose Sharks in Prague. 

That’s two line-up regulars already out for the season-opener, and I 
hadn’t had my first beer in Germany yet. In fact, for the Sharks, that’s a 
first-line winger and Erik Karlsson’s prospective top-pairing partner. 

It’s not just about Barabanov (lower-body) and Nutivaara (lower-body), 
but the domino effect on the line-up. These were Quinn’s lines today: 

Suddenly, prospective third-liner Luke Kunin is with Tomas Hertl and 
Timo Meier, fourth-liner Matt Nieto is playing up, and PTO tryout Scott 
Harrington is paired with Karlsson. 
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Barabanov, Nutivaara to Miss Sharks’ Prague Games 

 

Sheng Peng4-4 minutes 10/3/2022 

 

BERLIN – “I don’t think so.” 

That was David Quinn’s answer when asked if Alexander Barabanov or 
Markus Nutivaara could join the San Jose Sharks in Prague. 

That’s two line-up regulars already out for the season-opener, and I 
hadn’t had my first beer in Germany yet. In fact, for the Sharks, that’s a 
first-line winger and Erik Karlsson’s prospective top-pairing partner. 

It’s not just about Barabanov (lower-body) and Nutivaara (lower-body), 
but the domino effect on the line-up. These were Quinn’s lines today: 

Suddenly, prospective third-liner Luke Kunin is with Tomas Hertl and 
Timo Meier, fourth-liner Matt Nieto is playing up, and PTO tryout Scott 
Harrington is paired with Karlsson. 

We’ll see if this is what Quinn trots out tomorrow in their exhibition finale 
against Eisbären Berlin at Mercedes-Benz Arena. Quinn noted that 
James Reimer would get the start, but Kaapo Kahkonen would come in 
halfway. The bench boss also hopes, barring any injury issues, that the 
line-up that he ices tomorrow will be the one that he opens the regular 
season with against the Nashville Predators on Friday. 

One of those potential injury question marks is Augsburg native Nico 
Sturm, who’s the only German player on either San Jose or Nashville. 
Sturm appeared to practice without physical limitations today, but he was 
alternating shifts with Thomas Bordeleau up the middle. 
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In the San Jose Sharks’ last exhibition game in Vegas on Friday, Sturm 
took a jarring reverse hit from Paul Cotter in the first period. Sturm skated 
just one shift after that. 

Sturm shared today that the league’s concussion spotter pulled him out 
for precautionary reasons, and he just stayed out. However, Sturm 
admitted that he won’t know if he’s playing tomorrow until tomorrow 
morning, suggesting that he’s dealing with something that isn’t a 
concussion. 

Anyway, for Barabanov and Nutivaara, all this might be déjà vu. 

Barabanov missed part of training camp last year with a lower-body 
injury, which probably played a part in his slow start last season. The 
skilled winger was scratched, healthy or otherwise, in five of the first 
seven games last year. 

Nutivaara hasn’t played an NHL contest since Oct. 29, 2021, his only 
game action in 2021-22. Since then, he’s had hip surgery, and he’s 
currently dealing with an injury related to that ailment. 

The good news? Hopefully, Barabanov and Nutivaara aren’t far from 
returning. 

The Russian winger took the ice last Thursday before the San Jose 
Sharks’ regular practice, and a source has indicated to SJHN that there’s 
hope — for now — that Nutivaara will be ready when the team is back 
from Europe. 

UPDATE: Barabanov left the ice before the guys started drills. 
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What Would Sharks Bring from European Soccer Crowds to SAP 
Center? 

 

Sheng Peng3-4 minutes 10/3/2022 

 

Welcome guest writer Max Miller!  

European soccer fans are one of a kind. From their unique chants, tifos, 
flares, and flags, Bundesliga fans create an atmosphere that is hard to 
replicate in sports. 

The San Jose Sharks witnessed that spectacle firsthand while attending 
a Hertha-Hoffenheim game at the Olympiastadion in Berlin Sunday 
morning. Olympiastadion’s attendance reached 41,653 and left many 
players in awe of the atmosphere. 

“I love the way European fans chant,” Sharks captain Logan Couture 
said. “It’s so different. I love our fans, but it’s unique here.” 

Defenseman Jaycob Megna drew comparisons to a past experience he 
had while attending the Hertha Berlin game. 

“I remember when I was in college and they would have those student 
sections that were just crazy,” Megna said. “It would be pretty cool to see 
if they had that in the NHL.” 

As a European native, Timo Meier said that being at these types of 
events gives him goosebumps. Meier is no stranger to European soccer 
but to now experience it after playing in the NHL was a very different 
feeling for him. 

“The fan culture they have here in soccer, with the whole fan section 
singing the entire game,” the San Jose Sharks star said. “Obviously you 
play sports yourself, but to just go as a fan and be in the stands and you 
kind of get to see those emotions from a different viewpoint.” 

Although forward Noah Gregor isn’t the biggest “soccer” guy, he has 
attended San Jose Earthquakes games before but felt that this 
experience was just a bit different. 

“Just like the home team’s fan section behind one net,” Gregor said. 
“They are just jumping and chanting the whole time and that’s pretty 
cool.” 

Couture mentioned that he felt that the crowd felt a lot like the SAP 
Center fans when the team comes out of the Sharks head onto the ice. 
Megna also said that it was really cool to see the passion of everybody 
involved, including some stadium workers. 

The collective cheering and all fans being bound together supporting the 
same thing brings emotion to any sport around the world. Could we hear 
some more European soccer-type chanting for San Jose Sharks games 
this season? 

“Sharks! Sharks! Make your mark!” 

“Meier, Meier! On fire!” 
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Hockey Canada created second fund for handling sexual assault claims: 
Report 

 

The Athletic Staff4-5 minutes 03/10/2022 

 

Hockey Canada created a second undisclosed fund in part to settle 
sexual assault lawsuits, according to a report from The Globe and Mail. 
The governing body created the Participants Legacy Trust Fund in 1999, 
an additional reserve set up by transferring money from the National 
Equity Fund, which was paid for by registration fees from youth players, 
reports The Globe and Mail. 

The Participants Legacy Trust Fund contained $7.1 million from the 
National Equity Fund, and the money was designated “for matters 
including but not limited to sexual abuse” and “to handle claims against 
Hockey Canada’s member branches from incidents occurring from 1986 
to 1995.” The fund was to be dissolved on May 15, 2020, but in 2018 and 
2019, Hockey Canada and its members went to court to alter the terms of 
the trust and keep it in place until 2039, reports The Globe and Mail. 

Hockey Canada spokesman Jeremy Knight told The Globe and Mail that 
the Participants Legacy Trust fund has not been used, and any 
distributions from the reserve would go to the governing body’s member 
branches. 

In July, it was reported that the National Equity Fund (the first reserve) 
exceeded $15 million in recent years and was used to settle a lawsuit 
filed this year by a woman who alleged she was assaulted by members 
of Canada’s World Junior team, among others, in 2018. 

Hockey Canada has been under intense scrutiny and criticism since the 
sexual assault allegations were made public in the lawsuit, which the 
organization settled for an undisclosed amount, in May. In the complaint, 
filed in April in Ontario Superior Court, the woman alleged that she was 
assaulted by eight players in a London, Ont., hotel room following a 
Hockey Canada Foundation event in June 2018. 

The lawsuit was settled before a full investigation into the allegations was 
completed. Players on the 2018 U20 men’s junior team, which was 
identified in the suit, were asked to participate in an investigation 
conducted by a third-party firm but were not required to do so. 

Police in London, Ont., where the alleged sexual assault occurred, have 
since reopened their investigation into the incident. 
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Hockey Canada timeline: Major developments so far 

A Hockey Canada spokesperson said in July that the National Equity 
Fund “covers a broad range of expenses related to safety, wellness and 
equity initiatives across our organization.” It is also used to cover “any 
claims not otherwise covered by insurance policies, including those 
related to physical injury, harassment and sexual misconduct,” the 
spokesperson added. 

After the initial report on the National Equity Fund broke, Canadian 
Member of Parliament Chris Bittle called it “absolutely shocking.” Bittle, 
who serves on the Canadian Heritage committee, added: “It’s troubling 
also that there was a greater concern to set this up than to truly tackle a 
culture that would lead to an organization throwing up their hands and 
saying this fund is needed.” 

Hockey Canada acknowledged at a federal hearing in July that it has 
used the National Equity Fund to pay settlements on nine sexual assault 
claims totaling $7.6 million since 1989, not including the lawsuit settled 
earlier this year. 

That same month, the governing body said the fund would no longer be 
used to settle sexual assault claims, and instead, it will be “dedicated 
towards safety, wellness and equity initiatives, as well as insurance 
across our organization — activities which comprised 98 percent of its 
resources between 2014 and 2021.” 

The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage is investigating Hockey 
Canada’s handling of separate sexual assault allegations involving 
members of the 2018 Canadian World Junior and the 2003 team. In July, 
Halifax Police opened a new investigation into a 2003 alleged sexual 
assault involving members of the 2003 Canadian World Junior team. 

The committee hearings are scheduled to resume Tuesday and include 
testimonies from former Hockey Canada board of directors chair Michael 
Brind’Amour and interim chair Andrea Skinner. 

Check out our timeline of events that have been reported so far. 
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ESPN / Penguins Crosby, Malkin, Letang ready for another run 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

11-14 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

PITTSBURGH -- SIDNEY CROSBY DOESN'T scare easily. But the 
future of the Pittsburgh Penguins had him unnerved. 

Center Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris Letang, Crosby's teammates 
on all three of his Stanley Cup victories, were at the end of their contracts 
last season. Free agency loomed. Rare was the team, in hockey or any 
other sport, that would keep an aging core together that hadn't advanced 
past the playoffs' opening round in four straight seasons -- let alone find a 
way to do so under a flat salary cap. 

"I was sweatin'," Crosby told ESPN. "You know how it works. The longer 
it goes, the closer it gets to free agency, the greater the chances are you 
might want to test it. You're trying to balance being optimistic with being 
realistic about the fact it was a possible [they'd leave]." 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan led all three players to Stanley Cup wins in 
2016 and 2017. He couldn't begin to imagine how Crosby would captain 
a Pittsburgh team without Malkin and Letang on the roster. 

"It would have been hard for him. Those three have been through a lot 
together," Sullivan said. "They've had their fair amount of successes, but 
they've also had their disappointments. I think it means a lot to him to 
continue to try to win; but in particular, to continue to try to win with those 
guys. 

"I can't imagine what it would have been like for Sid to go through. I'm 
glad we don't have to find out." 

Letang, 35, signed a six-year contract extension on July 7 worth $36 
million. Five days later, Malkin, 36, signed a four-year, $24.4 million 
contract. That was right after news leaked that Malkin intended to test 
free agency, when tense talks with Pittsburgh finally stalled. 

Sullivan remembers being optimistic that they'd both return to Pittsburgh -
- until hearing about Malkin's negotiations, that is. 

"I always believed we'd get it done, up until maybe the last 48 hours 
before free agency with Geno," he said. "That was the only time that 
doubt crept into my mind. But in my heart I believed that we'd be able to 
retain these guys. I know what it means to them." 

What did it mean to Crosby? 

"Just ... happy," he said. "Relieved. And then immediately thinking, 'OK, 
we've got an opportunity. These guys are staying. And now we've gotta 
do something with it.'" 

How to watch the 2022-23 NHL season on ESPN networks -- including 
103 exclusive games and the out-of-market package (over 1,050 games) 

BRYAN RUST IS part of the band, too. 

"Yeah, I might be the third backup singer," he said. 

Rust, 30, was expected to generate significant interest as an unrestricted 
free agent. The winger has been a perfect complement to Crosby and 
Jake Guentzel on the Penguins' top line, and skated well when matched 
with Malkin, too. 

There were times Rust wasn't convinced the core would stay together. 
He remembers sitting at his locker after losing Game 7 in overtime to the 
New York Rangers last May and being unable to shake that dread. 

"I was like, 'Oh s--- ... is this my last chance with this team?'" he said. 
"Because of how the business works, and because the cap is the way it 
is." 

Turns out, Rust was the first member to stay with the band, signing a six-
year contract extension on May 21 worth $30.75 million. He didn't test the 
waters to see what other riches were out there from NHL contenders. He 
feels the free agents who stayed with the Penguins made out fine 
financially, with Pittsburgh understanding they weren't going to take steep 
discounts to stay. 

"Everyone has to do what's best for them and the business, but [also] as 
a team and as individuals," he said. "Those guys want to win. They want 
to be here. I'm no different. That point was made clear, but we weren't 
going to lose out individually." 

Letang was another player many expected could test the market. Despite 
entering his 17th NHL season, his effectiveness as a defenseman hasn't 
waned. He played 78 games last season and posted 68 points, with an 
average time on ice per game of 25:47. Letang finished seventh in the 
Norris Trophy race, the fourth straight season he received votes. 

He would have elevated the blue line of many contenders. There was 
also talk of him joining his former agent, Kent Hughes, in Montreal, where 
Hughes is now the Canadiens' general manager. 

Letang was never sure if he would end up staying with the Penguins. 
"Otherwise I would have been signed the summer before. Would have 
been easier, right?" he said with a laugh. 

His conversations with Crosby hinted at that uncertainty. 
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"Sid is probably my closest friend. We talked about the entire summer 
and the entire year," Letang said. "We weren't sure if it was going to 
happen. So we're glad it's behind us and we can look forward." 

OF THE PENGUINS' holy trinity, Crosby and Letang don't have many 
doubters about their continued excellence at their advancing age. 

Malkin is a different story. 

The former Hart Trophy and Conn Smythe Award winner had major knee 
surgery before last season, as his right ACL was repaired for a second 
time. While his point production remained strong -- he posted 42 points in 
41 games, including 20 goals -- it appeared he had lost a step. The 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette noted that Malkin's rush attempts had trailed off 
significantly, as he generated 0.57 per 60 minutes two seasons before 
his 2021 knee surgery compared to just 0.22 rush attempts on average 
last season. 

"On numerous instances, Malkin's skating looked like what you'd expect 
from a 35-year-old less than a year removed from his second significant 
knee injury," wrote the Gazette's Mike DeFabo. 

As the transition game is a key to Sullivan's system, that impacted 
Malkin's effectiveness at even strength. Sullivan called Malkin's 5-on-5 
game "sporadic" last season, but said last week that he hasn't made 
many adjustments to Malkin's usage based on that decline. 

"Nothing's really changed in how we use him," Sullivan said. "He's still a 
dynamic offensive talent who has the ability to single-handedly take over 
a game. There aren't a lot of those guys around the league." 

One change Sullivan made last season that could stick for 2022-23: 
Moving Rust to play with Malkin. Sullivan said Malkin's best games came 
with Rust on his wing, thanks to the latter's ability to forecheck and his 
defensive awareness. Crosby and Guentzel have spent time this 
preseason with winger Rickard Rakell, who isn't a "band member" per se 
but who signed a six-year, $30 million contract to stay in Pittsburgh 
before free agency this summer. 

Rust was happy to see Malkin back. Much like with Letang, Rust couldn't 
fathom how the Penguins could improve their impact on the ice without 
sacrificing something off the ice if they let the duo walk. 

"Someone else could come in here, but why disrupt this chemistry in the 
face of getting more of the same, when we know we have a team that 
can do something?" he said. "[Without Malkin and Letang], there would 
have been a lot of conversations floating around about not having them 
in this room. Thank god those aren't happening." 

Letang said the feeling was mutual about Rust and Malkin. 

"If you lose Geno, if you lose Rusty, can you actually replace them? Are 
you getting better by not having them? I don't think so." 

Does Letang believe there's another Stanley Cup in this group? 

"That's what I want. For sure." 

MIKE SULLIVAN MIGHT not skate with Crosby, Malkin and Letang 
during games, but he's a member of the band, too. The contract 
extensions weren't exclusive to the players: Sullivan, who has coached 
the Penguins since the 2015-16 season, signed a three-year deal that 
pays him into 2026-27. 

"We've been through a lot together. This hasn't been all apple pie and ice 
cream. We've had hard conversations over the years," Sullivan said of 
his core. "I couldn't be more humbled to continue to get to coach these 
guys. I just think the world of them. It's hard to keep a team together in 
sports. That's what I think is so great about this circumstance." 

The Fenway Group, the Penguins' new owners, didn't balk at approving 
new contracts for Letang and Malkin. Neither did general manager Ron 
Hextall, who sought to build around the veteran stars as they play out the 
rest of their years in Pittsburgh. 

"In a perfect world, Geno retires a Penguin. And I think Tanger's the 
same," Hextall said before free agency. "These two are generational 
players. They don't come along very often." 

Rust believes the Penguins' recent playoff performances made Hextall's 
call easier. 

"There's such a fine line in the playoffs between winning and losing. 
There are some years when you get in when you can just tell," he said. 
"You're getting dominated and you're like, 'OK, maybe we need to make 
some changes.' But you could see not just last year, but the year before, 
that those were series we could have and should have won. 
Management saw that too." 

On paper, they were opening-round failures: a six-game loss to the New 
York Islanders after the COVID-shortened 56-game season in 2020-21, 
and a seven-game loss to the Rangers last postseason. Yet both series 
had mitigating circumstances. 

The Islanders defeated the Penguins in a series that saw goalie Tristan 
Jarry implode, with backup Casey DeSmith unavailable to bail them out 
due to injury. 

Against the Rangers, nothing went right for the Penguins. DeSmith was 
injured during a brilliant Game 1 performance, leaving the game in 
double overtime with a core muscle issue that put him out for the series. 
Jarry was out with an injury until Game 7, when he replaced the 
struggling Louis Domingue only to lose in overtime. Defenseman Brian 
Dumoulin and Rakell were both lost after Game 1, too. 

Pittsburgh had a 3-1 series lead when a Jacob Trouba hit injured Crosby 
in Game 5, turning the series on its ear: The Rangers scored three goals 
in 2:42 to take the lead for good, and rallied with three straight wins to 
take the series. 

"We had a good team. It didn't go our way. We played some of our best 
hockey in the playoffs and we didn't manage to win those series," Letang 
said. "We had the team to make a run for it, but we didn't get the 
bounces we needed. To take a run at it again was the right thing to do." 

That hunger thrives as part of the Penguins' culture. Defenseman Jeff 
Petry, whom they acquired from Montreal, felt it immediately when he 
arrived for training camp. 

"What those guys have together is special," he said. "They've obviously 
been to the top. The thing I noticed is that's not enough. They want to do 
it again." 

That's why the band is back together: To make another push toward a 
fourth Stanley Cup in the Sidney Crosby era. They know there will be 
skepticism. Some will see this as a nostalgia play from a team that 
refuses to turn the page on past glory. Some will note that Father Time is 
undefeated and that the Penguins' core has a combined age of 106 years 
old -- the window to contend must close at some point. 

But Sullivan and his players make the following counterargument: Gaze 
upon the past two postseasons and tell us that window isn't still agape. 
Tell us that this band doesn't have another chart-topper in it. 

"When you look at those two series -- and both of those opponents went 
to the conference finals -- we felt good about our team," Sullivan said. 
"Our core players were a big part of it. They're providing evidence that 
there's still elite play in them. 

"We recognize that we're getting older. But we're not old. There's a 
difference." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notes: Matthews explains why Robertson is 
thriving 
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October 3, 2022, 10:28 PM 

 

TORONTO — When Auston Matthews compares the 18-year-old Nick 
Robertson who scored a playoff goal in the 2020 bubble to the 21-year-
old with his best chance to make the post-camp roster, he thinks about 
the prospect’s bad luck (injuries) and bad timing (pandemic).  

But Matthews also sees a confidence and calmness that only arrives with 
experience. 

“The world kind of shifted as he was entering the league. So, it's not 
easy, mentally, going through that. Physically as well. But he's looked 
really confident so far,” Matthews says. 

“I think the biggest thing for him is, sometimes you try too hard, and it 
almost works against you. You're trying and you're kinda forcing and 
pushing and wanting it so bad that sometimes you just gotta kind of relax 
out there and play your game. Work hard and play smart and not try to 
force the issue too much.  

“This camp he’s done a really good job of just finding his game. And 
obviously, you score a couple goals, you get that confidence. And that's 
what he loves to do.” 

Robertson was a point per game with the Marlies last season, and his 
three preseason goals helped earn him a second-line audition alongside 
William Nylander and Alexander Kerfoot in Montreal on Monday. 

Then Robertson went out, drew a hooking penalty that led to the Leafs’ 
opening power-play goal, generated a gritty/pretty primary assist on 
Nylander’s insurance goal, and helped set up two more in a 5-1 
preseason win. 

He’s now up to seven points, tied with Matt Duchene and Timo Meier at 
the top of the NHL preseason scoring race. 

For Robertson to make the most of his greatest weapon, he needs prime 
offensive minutes. Yet a top-six role also requires the 5-foot-9 left-winger 
to match the strength of top NHL D-men and be trusted defensively. 

“I'm not sure there's too much I can't really teach him about how to shoot 
because, honestly, I think he probably shoots it harder than anybody on 
the team,” Matthews says.  

“It's just little details of the game (that are) so important, especially with 
how fast guys are and how tight the play is, to be able to utilize that shot 
when there’s not a lot of space.” 

Kerfoot doesn’t want the kid to be portrayed as a one-trick pony. 

“He's a lot more than just a shot, right? Like, he's a good hockey player,” 
Kerfoot says. “He can make plays, works really hard, and is willing to do 
everything that needs to be done to be a good all-around player.” 

Keefe raves that Robertson’s exhibition games “are the best I've seen 
Nick look in a Leafs jersey,” particularly because he’s adjusted his 
approach to conjure offence (six points in three games) within the team’s 
structure and the accelerated pace of the pros. 

As much as Robertson’s stellar camp has tantalized fans and impressed 
his teammates, there is still no guarantee he won’t begin the 2022-23 
season as a Marlie. 

“As much as these are NHL preseason games, this is not the NHL,” 
Keefe notes. 

“But in Nick’s case, whatever has been in front of him, he's just continued 
to get better.” 

Sandin is stress-free… finally 

“Bang-bang-bang.” 

That’s how Muzzin describes the life of practice partner Rasmus Sandin 
since signing his bridge contract last week. 

The young defenceman is still adjusting to Toronto time after happily 
hopping on a cross-Atlantic flight from Sweden, undergoing medical 
testing, catching up on missed meetings, and scrambling into practices. 

He’s busy but relaxed. 

“I’d say there wasn’t a point without stress this summer. It was definitely 
stressful. From the beginning of the summer, I thought (my contract) was 
going to be done every single day and every single week,” Sandin said 
during his first meeting with Leafs reporters. 

“I was watching the preseason games, and I was just itching to get here 
and play.” 

Sandin says that his reception has been a warm one, and he has no 
issues patrolling the ice to Muzzin’s right, his unnatural side, in the 
absence of pal Timothy Liljegren. 

“I feel comfortable on the right,” Sandin says. “I need to prove myself. I 
need to show them I had a good summer and be ready when the season 
starts.” 

Keefe believes the 22-year-old has had enough time in the league to 
figure out his strengths and weaknesses and has reached “the right age 
now to really start to blossom.” 

Sandin spent his summer training (and golfing) alongside William 
Nylander and bulked up from 178 to 194 pounds. 

To ease his mind from the stress of the stalemate, Sandin says he’d 
leave his phone at home and go foraging in the woods for chanterelle 
mushrooms, which he’d use for cooking. 

“I’m super excited to be back,” he says. “The sun’s shining right now, so I 
can’t complain.” 

Muzzin’s back issues go way back 

Muzzin may have been slowed by injuries recently, but the 33-year-old’s 
wit is as quick as ever. 

Asked how he went from saying that he's physically fine on media day to 
sitting out the first week of camp with back soreness, Muzzin quips: “I 
think it was sitting talking to media all day.” 

On his return to practice shortly after seeing forwards Calle Järnkrok and 
Alexander Kerfoot play the bulk of a preseason shutout win as 
defencemen: “I had to get back so I wouldn’t lose my job.” 

Humour is a wonderful tool for deflection. 

But the risk of injury is something serious for Muzzin, a family man who 
suffered consecutive concussions last winter and missed 43 per cent of 
Toronto’s regular season recovering from multiple injuries. 

“If you want to get in deep with it, yeah, there’s life after hockey. You 
want to be able to be normal. I got kids. I want to be able to play with 
them,” Muzzin said Monday.  

“But I'm not worried about that. We're taking the right steps here and 
managing it, and we'll continue to do so.” 

Muzzin doesn’t want to use the word injury when discussing the 
discomfort and tightness that popped up in his back. 

It’s an area of the bruising defenceman’s body that he’s been managing 
since he was 15 and underwent surgery on two herniated discs that 
robbed the player of his first OHL season with Sault Ste. Marie. 

While Muzzin admits his false start to camp was frustrating, he is now 
cleared for contact, ramping up his conditioning, and targeting this 
weekend to get into his first preseason game. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2022 

 

"You play a long time and a lot of games, and stuff adds up and builds 
up. It's something we've managed really good for a long time, and we 
have to continue with it," Muzzin says. 

“Anytime you get a surgery at that age and in a crucial spot where you're 
playing a physical sport, it's something you deal with every day. And I've 
been doing it for, what, 15 years now. So, it's nothing new for me.” 

Muzzin holds ultimate faith and respect for the club’s medical staff to help 
him play as many games as possible. 

 "It's unreal," he says. "The guys in there will prolong your career." 

How Muzzin’s body holds up to the rigours of another long season will be 
a question that lingers like back pain. 

“I’m not worried about Jake,” Keefe says. “If anything, the playoff 
experience last year showed us that he's gonna be ready to play as long 
as his body is able to put him in the lineup, which at this point looks like it 
is. He’s going to be ready." 

One-Timers: Matt Murray has played 100 minutes in a Leafs sweater and 
only allowed one goal, during a Habs power-play. He’s 44-for-45 on 
shots faced…. John Tavares (oblique) and Timothy Liljegren (hernia) 
have resumed skating…. With Tavares sidelined, Michael Bunting is 
making good on his promotion to the top power-play unit…. Calle 
Järnkrok wasn’t feeling well enough to practise Sunday but returned to 
action Monday…. Pierre Engvall is recovering nicely after twisting his foot 
during off-season training but needs another round of imaging before he 
gets the greenlight for contact. He’s practising with the group in full and 
hopeful to see preseason action this weekend against the Red Wings. 
“We’re not quite there yet,” Keefe cautions. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Holloway stakes claim to top-six spot with four-point 
night 

 

Mark Spector 

October 4, 2022, 1:48 AM 

 

EDMONTON — As training camp grinds to a close, you begin to see 
what head coach Jay Woodcroft was thinking all along. The answers he’s 
looking for, after five games you can see what they are — and if this 
roster can provide the solutions he seeks. 

The general manager has stated emphatically that young Dylan Holloway 
won’t stay in Edmonton as a fourth-line player getting 10 minutes a night. 
That is both fair and wise. 

Woodcroft, we can see, is going to start his season with a third line of 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins between Ryan McLeod and Warren Foegele. He’s 
had them together all pre-season, and they’re slowly finding some 
groove. There is some promise there of a decent third unit. 

Nobody is saying that it is top-six or bust for Holloway, but that’s exactly 
what it is for the 21-year-old. He is officially in a dog fight with Jesse 
Puljujarvi and Kailer Yamamoto for two winger spots on Line 1 or 2. 

And Yamamoto isn’t going anywhere, we will predict. Which leaves 
Holloway and Puljujarvi in a battle for the Opening Night lineup, or quite 
possibly a spot in the press box as the 21st man. 

Well, advantage Holloway. 

“Look at our forwards,” began Zach Hyman, who skated on a line with 
Holloway and Leon Draisaitl in Monday’s 7-2 win over Vancouver. 

“They’re so deep, and it’s hard to make this team. He’s doing everything 
possible to not allow the coaches to say no.” 

Oiler's Holloway completes natural hat trick against Canucks 

Holloway had a hat trick and four points Monday, a statement game from 
a kid who — like Puljujarvi — has all the physical tools. But Holloway’s 
toolbox contains one extra piece of hardware, and Draisaitl spotted it in 
just one game as his centreman. 

“In these games, real games, you see a guy’s hockey sense. The way he 
reads the play, right?” said Draisaitl. “That’s what is important. It seems 
to be there.” 

Holloway has been Edmonton’s best skater in three of his four pres-
eason outings, and on an entry-level deal with an AAV of $925,000 he’s 
that young, cheap player who would be a major bonus if he became a 
legit contributor this soon in his pro career. 

“Kind of one of those nights where everything seems to go right,” the shy, 
Bragg Creek, Alta., native said post-game. “I saw that I was playing with 
Leon and Hymes, so obviously I was pretty excited. And my adrenaline 
was going there right from the start. So yeah, super excited all day and 
just felt good.” 

SO who is Dylan Holloway, and how does he play? 

He’s “Straight Ahead Fred.” A winger with champagne and caviar skills 
who plays a meat and potatoes game. 

And fast? Holloway is lightning, an above average NHL skater at age 21. 
He's Hyman-like, working to free pucks and win battles. And unlike his 
primary competitor, plays don’t die on his stick the way they have been 
with Puljujarvi. 

On Monday, Holloway’s three goals came on a deflection and a couple of 
wrist shots from inside 15 feet. He looks like a guy who will score the kind 
of goals that don’t fill up the highlight shows, but win you games just the 
same. 

And when the playoffs arrive, and the Play of the Week goals are few 
and far between, guys who score the way Holloway does are golden. 
Because those goals will always be there. 

What does Hyman like about him? 

“I mean, everything…” began the veteran left-winger, who will scooch 
over to the right side to accommodate Holloway, if that is what is asked 
of him. “He’s driven. He’s determined. He’s a guy who was drafted early, 
but aside from skill, he works like he wants to get the puck back — I think 
that's what makes him the most effective. 

“And then, obviously, he has elite speed, skill, poise…. He’s just a kid 
who's really driven and wants to make a team that’s hard to make.” 

Oilers' Woodcroft learned a lot about Kawhi's load management from 
interaction with Nick Nurse 

The Oilers flew out Monday night to the lower mainland, where a day of 
sturgeon fishing awaits on Tuesday. Then it’s a game against a much 
better Canucks lineup on Wednesday, and the pre-season finale Friday 
at home to Seattle. 

Right now, Holloway stands ahead of Puljujarvi. Is the 24-year-old Finn 
up to the challenge? Can he dominate a game the way Holloway has this 
far? 

That’s exactly what everyone in this Oilers organization will be looking for 
in these final two games. 

“It’s about answering some questions,” said Woodcroft. “We expect two 
pretty good lineups in the last two games of the pre-season. And you 
balance everything, in terms of answering the questions you want 
answered. 

“But at the same time, you’ve got to make sure you get your team ready 
for when the regular season begins next week.” 
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If Holloway is on Draisaitl’s left side come Friday night against Seattle, 
he’ll be there on Opening Night versus the Canucks. 

And Puljujarvi? 

It’s up to him to take his job back. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Slafkovsky finally showing 'more confidence' 
as roster decision looms 

 

Eric Engels 

October 4, 2022, 1:05 AM 

 

MONTREAL — With just over one week remaining in Montreal 
Canadiens training camp, Juraj Slafkovsky finally asserted himself.   

Against a Toronto Maple Leafs team that iced its top two lines, three of 
its top-six defencemen and its starting goaltender, the 6-foot-4, 238-
pound left winger looked the part of the player who was taken first overall 
by the Canadiens at the NHL Draft this past July. He was noticeable on 
nearly every one of his 19 shifts, came oh-so-close to scoring his first 
goal on multiple occasions, made a strong play to the net to notch his 
first assist, led his side with eight shot attempts, threw a hit and 
registered a takeaway.  

Slafkovsky earned one point on the scoresheet, and several more with 
Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis.  

“I found he had a lot of jump, a lot more confidence with the puck and, 
with where he was on the ice, you could tell he was in the game,” St. 
Louis said after the Canadiens lost 5-1 to the Maple Leafs to fall to 0-5 in 
the preseason.   

“Sometimes it takes a couple of games to understand the speed of the 
game and adjust to our concepts,” he added.   

Whether or not a couple more will reveal if Slafkovsky is ready to start 
the season in Montreal is the question.  

There’s merit to the idea of keeping him in Montreal beyond the 
preseason —regardless of his production (or lack thereof) — to see what 
he can do when it actually matters. Slafkovsky vaulted into pole position 
at the draft by dramatically upping his game to lead Team Slovakia in 
scoring at both the Olympics and world championship, which contrasted 
with his somewhat underwhelming offensive results with TPS Turku in 
the uber-defensive Finnish Liiga last season. It could be worth a look to 
see if he’d step up similarly to start his NHL career. 

St. Louis intimated that the final preseason games against more NHL-
laden lineups might provide the proper environment to obtain the type of 
information necessary to make the right call on Slafkovsky before the 
regular season gets underway, though he didn’t go as far as to guarantee 
they would.   

But those last couple tests of meaningless hockey might be all the coach 
has to go on. 

The thing is, even if Slafkovsky builds on Monday’s performance and 
blows it out of the water over his next two — assuming he plays in at 
least two of the three remaining exhibition games on Montreal’s schedule 
— the Canadiens would still have to get creative with their roster to 
extend his sample. With 15 healthy forwards at camp and virtually no 
realistic chance of trading any of them away in deals that would be 
considered good asset management, icing a 23-man roster that includes 
Slafkovsky becomes a trickier proposition.  

They could waive Michael Pezzetta and then make a difficult choice 
between waiving Mike Hoffman or Joel Armia, but that’s probably more 
risk than they’d like to assume in order to just get a few more looks at 
Slafkovsky before making a decision.   

The Canadiens could also just waive Pezzetta, keep 14 forwards and opt 
to start the season with only six defencemen and no extras just to work 
Slafkovsky into the first few games. With several young blueliners eligible 
to join the AHL’s Laval Rocket without having to clear waivers, and with a 
home-heavy schedule to start before embarking on a four-game road trip 
towards the end of October, it wouldn’t be a bad way to manage the 
numbers game.  

Another way would be to just send Slafkovsky down and give him as 
much time as he needs to develop his game — to the point that he 
eliminates any doubt he belongs in the NHL by the time he’s recalled.  

The Canadiens wouldn’t be considering going this route had he shown in 
the lead up to Monday’s game what he ended up showing in Monday’s 
game.  

The performance left Slafkovsky feeling like he’s gaining confidence and 
finding his rhythm in a game that moves faster than any he’s played 
before — and on an ice surface that’s much smaller than the one he’s 
accustomed to.   

The process is improving for Slafkovsky off the ice, too.  

“I just always try to keep repeating to myself that I know how to play 
hockey,” he said. “This is what got me here, and I feel like the last games 
I was trying to play a different way from how I play. Today, it was just my 
normal day, and I didn’t really think about what I should do or shouldn’t 
do and stuff. I just focused and had fun.”  

It showed in Slafkovsky’s play — in the way he used his body to protect 
the puck, in the way he put himself into position to uncork a one-timer 
Leafs goaltender Matt Murray gloved to steal away a goal, and also in the 
way he took the puck to the net to create the opportunity for Jonathan 
Drouin to score Montreal’s only goal.   

If Slafkovsky can keep that up, he gives the Canadiens more incentive to 
keep him around Montreal longer.  

Surely, they'd like to see it happen. 

Even if Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes has said over and over 
again that he'll make the unpopular decision to send Slafkovsky to Laval 
if that's what he feels is best for him, it’s hard to imagine he would be 
totally comfortable with the optics of doing so before testing his ability in 
meaningful games — especially when you take into account that he and 
his staff elected to take Slafkovsky over Shane Wright, who was the 
projected first-overall pick for years leading up to the 2022 Draft.  

Optics don't rule this decision, but to suggest they play no part in it would 
be a stretch.  

Regardless, there wouldn't be a decision to make at all had Slafkovsky 
not emerged for all the right reasons against the Leafs.  

He impressed, and he had to considering how little time remains in this 
training camp. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Tanev makes instant impact in return from 
shoulder surgery 

 

Eric Francis 

October 4, 2022, 1:13 AM 
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CALGARY — A torn labrum and separated shoulder sound every bit as 
painful as the reality of what Chris Tanev went through when last we saw 
him. 

Despite the extensive damage done in Game 6 against Dallas, the 32-
year-old defenceman valiantly returned for the final three games against 
Edmonton with the help of a pain-management protocol aimed at trying 
to limit the agony he was sure to endure. 

“They freeze as much as they can, but when your shoulder is going in 
and out a lot, sometimes you feel it and sometimes you don’t,” revealed 
Tanev, who knew he’d be targeted unmercifully by the Oilers. 

“I think they knew, but it is what it is. 

“They can come at me all they want. I’m on the ice, so I’m fair game. If 
people want to hit me that’s fine. It’s my decision to be out there. 

“It was (popping out) a couple times, but it’s part of hockey.” 

Subsequent surgery tabbed Tanev as being out for four to six months, 
putting his return for opening night in question. 

No longer. 

Tanev made his pre-season debut Monday night with an exclamation, 
scoring against visiting Seattle in the first period as part of a test he 
passed with flying colours. 

“I got some good looks, guys gave me great passes and Moses parted 
the seas a couple times,” said Tanev whose point blast that beat Martin 
Jones was one of his three shots on the night.  

“I bumped around a little bit, and it was good to feel those bumps. 

“I think it just reinforced how everyone thought I was feeling and what I 
anticipated would happen, so give credit to the doctors, medical staff and 
trainers for getting me to be able to play tonight. I can’t thank them 
enough.”  

His timely return, which he admitted had him a tad nervous, speaks to 
just how motivated and dedicated he is as a leader of the Flames. 

“Anyone you will talk to who has had shoulder surgery knows for four or 
five weeks it’s not fun, especially if you are a stomach sleeper,” said 
Tanev, who played almost 20 minutes in a 4-1 win that also saw goals 
from Michael Stone, Noah Hanifin and Blake Coleman.  

“Just getting used to being in a sling and not moving much is tough, 
especially someone like me. I’m usually on the go and right back into my 
workouts fairly quickly after the season. 

“It was a lot of rehab, but it’s worth it. 

“As soon as I was able to, I was trying to lift and work out as hard as I 
could.” 

It showed, as Tanev appeared as poised and in control as he was all last 
season when he spearheaded a Flames blue line bunch that was third in 
goals against. 

Expectations are even higher for the sextet this year, which is why all 
eyes are on who will play together. 

In the absence of Rasmus Andersson, coach Darryl Sutter wanted to see 
Tanev with Hanifin Monday, while pairing MacKenzie Weegar with Nikita 
Zadorov. 

Weegar, who ran the powerplay Monday, and Tanev are widely expected 
to start the season together as the club’s top shut-down pairing. 

“Good skater, moves the puck well, (Weegar's) going to fit in easily with 
our style,” said Tanev, who has skated with the club since camp opening, 
but was purposely sheltered from playing until Monday by the coach.   

“Defends well, plays both sides of the ice, he can get up and down the 
ice which is what everyone on the team can do, and I think he’s just 
going to add another element to us and hopefully elevate us as a six 
again.” 

FORWARD PAIRS TAKING SHAPE 

The Flames’ win marked the pre-season debut of Andrew Mangiapane, 
who got his first chance to start building chemistry with his likely linemate 
Nazem Kadri. The two were dangerous on several occasions, which 
included a two-line stretch pass that sent Mangiapane in alone for a great 
chance.   

While Sutter suggested the only pairing set in stone is Mikael Backlund 
with Coleman, you can bet Jonathan Huberdeau and Elias Lindholm will 
remain largely together, as will Kadri/Mangiapane. 

SUTTER HAS HIGH PRAISE FOR HUBERDEAU 

Sutter caused some ripples again Monday morning with what was widely 
considered another swipe at a recently departed Flame. 

This time Johnny Gaudreau seemed to be the target. 

“Jonathan Huberdeau is probably the best passer this team has had, 
maybe ever,” said Sutter, pointing out his linemates better bear down 
more when No. 10 has the puck. 

Gaudreau, by the way, became a father this week, with wife Meredith 
and him announcing the arrival of daughter Noa. 

FLAMES GOALIES STAY HOT 

The Flames goaltending continues to dominate this fall, with Jacob 
Markstrom taking centre stage for his second start, making 21 saves for 
the win. He allowed his first goal of the pre-season early in the third when 
Matty Beniers snapped a one-timer under Markstrom’s glove on the 
power play. 

All three Flames goalies remaining in camp have save percentages over 
.945. 

PTO UPDATE 

The PTO watch continued Monday, with Stone all but cinching a contract 
of some sort with his third goal of the pre-season — another clapper — to 
lead the team. 

Cody Eakin continued his steady play throughout camp, while Sonny 
Milano’s hopes are fading, as he was unproductive on the third line. 

NEW KID IN TOWN 

While Flames observers kept a loose eye on whether AHL-bound 
Matthew Phillips would be claimed on waivers Monday, they were 
surprised to see the Flames snagged former Penguins winger Radim 
Zohorna off waivers. 

The towering 26-year-old Czech is six-foot-six, 220 pounds and has 
bounced between the AHL and Pittsburgh the last two seasons. 

In the AHL he had 12 goals and 21 points in 39 games last year, and was 
a respectable plus-12 in 17 games with the Pens. 

Who better to ask about him than Penguins president Brian Burke.  

“He’s a great kid, he works very hard and is very coachable,” said Burke 
of the lad who comes with a $750,000 cap hit. 

“He was having a good training camp. He lost six or eight pounds to try to 
get a little quicker and it really showed up.  

“He’s got great hockey instincts, skates well and is a nice young man. 
We would have preferred to keep him, but we wish him well. I think it’s a 
good pickup for them.” 

Anyone interested in eventually seeing the 675-pound Czech Mates Line 
of Zohorna (6’6), Adam Klapka (6’8) and Adam Ruzicka (6’4)? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2022 

 

LINES 

Mangiapane-Kadri-Dube  

Coleman-Backlund-Rooney 

Milano-Ruzicka-Ritchie 

Lucic-Eakin-Lewis 

Hanifin-Tanev  

Zadorov-Weegar  

Mackey-Stone 

Markstrom 
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Sportsnet.ca / Coach Smith under the microscope as expectations rise 
for Senators fans 

 

Wayne ScanlanOctober 3, 2022, 10:56 AM 

 

It’s a good thing the Ottawa Senators stormed back to beat the Montreal 
Canadiens 5-4 Saturday night, mostly on the heroics of Messrs. Shane 
Pinto, Claude Giroux and Alex DeBrincat. 

The panache of that win -- in pre-season, mind you -- brought fans back 
from the brink of despair following a 6-3 Ottawa loss in Belleville, Ont. 
against a Toronto Marlies type squad wearing Maple Leafs uniforms. 

Following that defeat, extreme fans were not just wanting Senators head 
coach D.J. Smith fired, they were already debating whether his 
replacement should be an internal hire or a name coach from the outside. 
The Senators are spending on players now. Would they spend on a 
coach? 

Welcome to the new world of the Ottawa Senators, where zealous fans 
were invested all summer long in transactions that brought in players like 
DeBrincat, Giroux, Cam Talbot and Tyler Motte, and are now on hyper-
alert to every deft pass, breakaway, giveaway and assorted other sins, 
venial and mortal. 

Just wait unitl the season actually starts. 

The Sens have dared create heightened interest and expectations for 
this team, and are riding the double edge of that sword. As one member 
of the organization said on Saturday, before Ottawa’s overtime victory 
against Montreal -- better that fans overreact than don’t care. For a 
professional sports organization, hysteria beats apathy every time. 

To be fair, the concern from the fans who have been paying attention the 
past few seasons is less about the pre-season record and more about 
the way the team plays. The most discerning of fans want to see signs of 
better defensive play and zone coverage. The quick boil-over, before the 
regular season even begins, illustrates the ramped up pressure on a 
coach that has had the reins for three years now. 

Fans want to see the best players play, something Smith has promised 
for this season, but hasn’t always been the case. Based on the pre-
season to date, and especially after Saturday’s game, that should mean 
Nikita Zaitsev is outside of the top six defencemen while Erik 
Brannstrom, who was flying all evening, should be in. 

Smith was pleased, not just with the win and the offensive explosion from 
Pinto (two goals), DeBrincat (two goals, including the OT winner) and 
Giroux (three assists, two of them on faceoff wins that led to power-play 
goals), but also by the manner in which the Sens tightened their game. 

The odd gaffe, most visibly by Zaitsev, who single-handedly created a 
Habs two-on-none in the first period, was the exception. 

“I just thought we played with so much more detail and purpose,” Smith 
said. “That line of (Mark) Kastelic was putting pucks in there, 
forechecking. Pinto’s line (with Motte and Mathieu Joseph) continues to 
be good. Giroux, DeBrincat were sharp, really good for us. 

“We tracked, we worked, we moved pucks. A way better hockey game, 
but just a lot more structure to it.” 

Unlike so many fans, Smith was actually pleased his group lost the night 
before to a group of what he called Leaf prospects “starving to make the 
team,” because it delivered a lesson in how the Senators need to play. 
Ottawa showcased its own hungry players in a feisty effort in Winnipeg 
earlier in the week. 

A few observations from Saturday night, the Senators only pre-season 
game to take place at the Canadian Tire Centre in this year of the 
neutral-site games: 

• A power-play, forward unit of Pinto with DeBrincat and Giroux was 
lethal, scoring three times, including in overtime, and making a great 
counter-argument to the current first unit of Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris 
and Drake Batherson. Discussion to be continued. Pinto scored twice off 
bump passes that found him alone in the high slot. He has a shot that is 
sometimes underestimated. He said it helped that the Habs were more 
worried about covering DeBrincat, understandably. 

• DeBrincat showcased the shot that made him a two-time 41-goal scorer 
with Chicago. Early in the game, he was focused on setting up 
teammates. Once he started firing, it was game over. “I like to shoot,” 
DeBrincat said, afterward. Wonder why? 

• Ridly Greig earned the praise of the bench and coaching staff by 
throwing his body in front of three shots, each time getting so badly stung 
on the legs and feet he hobbled to the bench. Twice, he went straight to 
the room for treatment. Pinto compared Greig’s performance to the Scott 
Sterling video, where he repeatedly gets hit in the head as a hockey 
goalie. 

“He’s a nail gun, honestly,” Pinto said of Greig. “He’s going to be such a 
huge part of this team in the future. I don’t know if it’s going to be this 
year, but eventually he’s just going to be one of those guys in the lineup 
every night.” 

Smith said Greig is a “heart-and-soul kind of guy that’s going to be 
around when the team’s really ready to turn the corner.” Translation -- 
Greig, who just turned 20, will likely get some time in the AHL this season 
to hone his game. 

• Four forwards in OT? Yes, with a 4-on-3 advantage in overtime, Smith 
opted to send four forwards over the boards – Pinto, Giroux, DeBrincat 
and Derick Brassard, here on a PTO. Brassard played well between 
Giroux and DeBrincat as a line on Saturday. Smith said he would 
consider doing that in the regular season, but keep in mind that Thomas 
Chabot did not play Saturday. It’s more likely to see three forwards and 
Chabot in that situation. 

• Brannstrom was excellent. Pencil him in to start the season? “He was 
really good,” Smith said. “He was all over the ice, he made plays, he 
looked good on the power play when I put him on, he broke pucks out, he 
looked dangerous in the offensive (zone) and good for him. He’s earned 
it.” 

Kastelic is pushing for that fourth-line centre spot. Smith loved his 
skating, robust play and forechecking. “He is one of those guys that just 
does what the coach asks of him all the time and I can’t imagine he’s that 
much fun to play against. He’s certainly making it real hard for us.” Note 
– if Kastelic wins the fourth-line C spot, the Senators would have this 
young core at centre: Norris, 23, Stützle, 20, Pinto, 21, and Kastelic, 23. 

• Prized rookie D-man Jake Sanderson did not look out of place, yet 
again. “He defends really well, and I think that’s what is going to allow 
him to have a good first year in this league,” Smith said. “He can play 
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against good players, he has a good stick. He knows where the puck 
should go. And he really likes the details of the game. I think his offensive 
side will come, but it’s the defensive side, his penalty killing, that is going 
to allow him to play even more minutes.” 

Roster cuts made 

As expected, the Senators made deep cuts to get down to 30 players for 
the final days of camp. There are no surprises in the moves, but among 
the notable names released to AHL Belleville are: Lassi Thomson, Angus 
Crookshank, Max Guenette, Cole Reinhardt, Roby Jarventie and Egor 
Sokolov. First-rounder Tyler Boucher has been sent to the OHL Ottawa 
67’s. Veteran defenceman Dillon Heatherington has been waived for the 
purpose of sending him to Belleville. 
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TSN.CA / CHL limited scope of survey on harassment and abuse, 
Kennedy testified 

 

Rick Westhead 

14-18 minutes 

 

When an independent review panel hired by the Canadian Hockey 
League was drafting a survey about the prevalence of off-ice misconduct 
in major junior hockey, CHL officials denied a request to ask respondents 
about historical incidents and stipulated that the survey not include 
questions about sexual and physical abuse, panel member Sheldon 
Kennedy has testified. 

Kennedy, a former NHL player and abuse survivor, made the claims 
during an Aug. 25, 2022, deposition in connection with a proposed class-
action abuse lawsuit filed against the CHL and its three leagues. 

CHL president Dan MacKenzie responded to Kennedy’s testimony in an 
email to TSN on Monday, writing that the organization never prohibited 
any questions from being asked, and defending the CHL’s decision to 
limit the scope of the survey. MacKenzie wrote that leaders of Canada’s 
three major-junior leagues wanted the panel to explore issues faced by 
active players, not explore historical incidents.  

In a report that was presented to the CHL on Nov. 5, 2020, but not made 
public by the organization until Jan. 21, 2022, the panel wrote that off-ice 
misconduct had become a “cultural norm” in the league and that a “code 
of silence” exists that prevented players from disclosing their 
experiences. 

The panel, comprised of Kennedy, former New Brunswick premier 
Camille Theriault, and former national team women’s hockey coach and 
general manager Daniele Sauvageau, concluded some players didn’t 
report incidents because they feared jeopardizing their careers, didn't 
believe anything would be done, and believed bullying is a normal part of 
hockey. 

The panel wrote the survey's findings “supports there being a cultural 
issue that requires fixing in the CHL.” The CHL described the panel’s 
findings as “informative.” 

After the panel was hired in June 2020 to explore the prevalence of 
harassment, bullying and discrimination in major-junior hockey, its 
members asked for a survey to be commissioned.  

The CHL hired the Montreal-based marketing firm Leger to canvas 
current and former CHL players, their parents, coaches, general 
managers and other officials about their experiences in the Western 
Hockey League, the Ontario Hockey League and the Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League. 

Kennedy testified the CHL stipulated that Leger’s survey not include 
specific questions about sexual or physical abuse. The CHL also said 
that respondents should not be asked about any events prior to 2016 
because that was when its current policies regarding off-ice misconduct 
had been introduced, Kennedy testified. 

“The panel did ask to go further,” Kennedy said during his deposition. 
“We thought we needed to go back further to be able to…put together the 
best report possible in this space. We needed to look at the history. We 
did put together what we thought was the best we could with what we 
had, and that was four years of evidence and programming.” 

“…We came in with the mindset of understanding the truth and 
presenting a move forward plan for the league. We did not come into this 
with the mindset of let’s ruin hockey. Our goal was let’s do the best we 
can to help hockey move forward and… we kept coming back to the 
place that there’s no way we can move forward unless we know exactly 
where we are.” 

A transcript of Kennedy’s deposition was among thousands of pages of 
interview transcripts, affidavits, league and team records and other 
documents filed in Ontario Superior Court in Toronto on Sept. 28 in 
connection with a proposed class-action lawsuit filed by former CHL 
players, including Dan Carcillo and Garrett Taylor, in July 2020. 

In an effort to have their lawsuit certified as a class action, lawyers for the 
plaintiffs are trying to establish that there are systemic issues of 
harassment, bullying and discrimination within the CHL. Hearings for 
lawyers to make verbal arguments about certification are scheduled to 
take place Nov. 14-18 in Toronto. 

MacKenzie wrote in his email to TSN that the CHL's objective was to 
have the panel assess the current situation in the leagues, not to address 
historic issues raised in the lawsuit. 

“The leagues had integrated changes to their policies over the years and 
at different times before the panel was launched, so going back beyond 
the four-year window could have produced varied and potentially 
inconsistent results that would not have helped us understand the current 
situation,” MacKenzie wrote. 

MacKenzie also called the claim that the CHL prohibited survey 
questions about sexual and physical abuse “a misunderstanding.” 

“The CHL expressed concerns to the panel that we didn't want to 
interfere in the class action process at all,” MacKenzie wrote in his email. 
“We hadn't even hired our class action lawyers yet...  However, the CHL 
had no input into the questions asked by the panel in the Leger study. 
The panel was given full authority to conduct their review and construct 
the survey.” 

Kennedy testified that Sauvageau discussed the scope of the survey with 
a lawyer for Leger and it was decided to exclude questions specifically 
about sexual and physical abuse from the survey to avoid “any conflict 
with the class action that was obviously in play.” 

The CHL received the findings of Theriault, Kennedy and Sauvageau on 
Nov. 5, 2020. A year later, in November 2021, a lawyer for the plaintiffs 
asked a judge to force the CHL to hand over the report. The same 
month, the CHL hired Toronto lawyer Rachel Turnpenney to review its 
current policies and programs. The CHL made both the panel’s and 
Turnpenney’s reports public in January. 

Kennedy testified that he and the other panelists hadn’t heard from the 
CHL since presenting their report. 

During his deposition, Kennedy was asked about the cultural problems of 
the WHL in the 1980s. 

“It was the same type of problems that we learned about through the 
process of putting the report together,” Kennedy testified. “It was a fear of 
speaking out. And the hierarchical structure that to me was the consistent 
piece from the time I played that was still there when we did this report in 
2020… we learned through the process the [culture] was still there, and 
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that’s the culture of silence and fear to speak out, to speak out and have 
a voice.” 

While the CHL did make the panel’s report public in January, the league 
informed Kennedy, Theriault, and Sauvageau as recently as in March 
that they were not allowed to speak with media about their findings, citing 
confidentiality clauses in their contracts. 

The newly public records also detail specifics of abuse complaints filed 
by major-junior players and highlight Theriault’s concerns in November 
2021 that the CHL might be burying the panel’s report. 

During a June 3, 2022, deposition, MacKenzie discussed the web survey 
conducted by Leger of more than 650 CHL members – 31 general 
managers, 59 coaches, 98 staff members, 259 players, and 212 families. 

According to the Leger survey, which was attached to the panel's report, 
45 per cent of players surveyed said they had heard of cases of bullying 
or harassment in the CHL that were not reported in the media. Twelve 
per cent of players said they had been victims of bullying or harassment. 

“My issue is with the 12 per cent,” MacKenzie testified. “Listen, 12 per 
cent is too many; I've said that multiple times now. So, I think we need to 
get 12 per cent down and we got to get it down to zero, and that's what 
we're focused on. So, you know, it's too high. But it’s not high enough to 
be systemic.” 

OHL commissioner David Branch, who MacKenzie replaced as CHL 
president in 2019, said he “almost” sees problems that are systemic. 

“When does initiation go over to hazing?” Branch said during an Aug. 17, 
2020, meeting with the panel. “I almost see that as being systemic, and 
one of the reasons behind that is that I know when I have sat down with 
players, when having a discussion to investigate [and] review allegations, 
it is amazing the number of times I have a young guy say ‘Oh, Mr. 
Branch, that was nothing. You should have seen what I had to do when I 
played Junior B or midget.’… I just think that we have work to do still in 
the whole system to try to eradicate hazing... It is occurring in today's 
environment.” 

Branch said he believed hazing still happens because it has been passed 
down through generations of players.  

“Why does [this] happen?” he said in the meeting. “Some I believe is 
because the coach says, ‘When I played, I had to go through it,’ and that 
type of thing. And then players who are the leader of the team say, ‘Hey, 
we're going to have a rookie party here. I know it's against the league's 
rules, but I had to go through it.’ … Do I believe it is still happening 
today? Yes…” 

Emails filed in court show that Theriault, the panel chair, had concerns 
last November, a few weeks after former NHL player Kyle Beach went 
public with his story of alleged abuse, that the panel’s report had not yet 
been disclosed to the public. 

“It’s been nearly a year this week that the [panel] presented our final 
report to the CHL,” Theriault wrote in a Nov. 1, 2021, email to 
MacKenzie. “As of yet I have not seen [anything] from the league on it. 
As I sit here watching what is happening on this front whether in the 
[QMJHL] or the NHL I am saddened by the lack of public response from 
your league on our recommendations.   

“I wonder if it's because of lack of interest or that you have been 
[muzzled] by your owners or if our exercise was just a way for you to 
protect yourself from different litigations. Having said all of that, I hope 
you're well and hoping that someday your league will have the courage to 
release the report to the public.” 

Two days later, Theriault emailed Kennedy and Sauvageau and copied 
MacKenzie on the message. 

“Dan called last night and [is] uncomfortable about my email,” Theriault 
wrote in a Nov. 3, 2021, email. “Worried that I would go public. The three 
takeaways from call. Says there (sic) trying to implement some of 
recommendations but going slow pace. Worried about litigation. When I 

told him that I [thought] it was not going public because some owners 
and coaches were fighting it to protect themselves and not there players 
he did not say no. For me one word keeps coming back. SYSTEMIC.” 

MacKenzie responded to the three panelists in an email the same day. 

“I suspect I was not the intended recipient of this email,” MacKenzie 
wrote. “As we received the report in the middle of the pandemic and its 
effects were really difficult for our teams and leagues, that has affected 
our timing a bit. Any reference to litigation was just intended to 
acknowledge that the report was commissioned in part due to an ongoing 
class action litigation and that is moving at a certain pace that we need to 
also be aware of. 

“I want to assure you that any characterization that this is being withheld 
are untrue. It is our expectation that we will be releasing the report by the 
end of the year along with more information on what we are doing to 
build on our current programs in the area of player safety.” 

MacKenzie and Theriault also had conflicting accounts of their 
discussions on Dec. 6, 2020, about whether active CHL players were at 
risk of harassment, bullying and abuse. 

“Thanks for the time to catch up,” MacKenzie emailed Theriault the next 
day. “It was good to hear that you don't believe abuse is currently 
happening across the leagues and teams on a large-scale basis.” 

MacKenzie was asked about the phone call during his deposition. 

“…the basis for the call was whether or not there was an issue that 
needed to be addressed as soon as possible because players were at 
risk and that this was a widespread issue across the CHL, and his 
response to me was no,” MacKenzie testified. “I think the way I phrased it 
was, ‘Camille, are players today at risk, like at risk of harm?’ and he said 
absolutely not.” 

Theriault was asked about the conversation 

“Do you think you said that?” a lawyer asked him. 

“I would be very surprised,” Theriault said during his Sept. 23, 2022, 
deposition. 

“First of all, the word ‘abuse’ is not one that we had used during the three 
months. I had just spent the last three months working with two other 
persons that I have high confidence in and we had all agreed to sign a 
report that we've gone through a bit. We talked about being systemic, we 
talked about maltreatment, and there would be no way for me to know 
that there was not abuse across the leagues and teams on a large-scale 
basis…” 

“So it's your view that Mr. MacKenzie is recalling statements that you did 
not make?” a lawyer asked Theriault. 

“I certainly didn't make those kinds of statements,” Theriault answered. 

While the panel presented the CHL with 13 findings and 13 
recommendations, MacKenzie said in a June 3, 2022, deposition that the 
panel “didn't really give us… actionable feedback on what could be 
done.” 

Lawyers for the plaintiffs also filed the transcript of Dave Lorentz’s 
deposition June 7, 2022.  

Lorentz, a high school principal and Peterborough Petes board member, 
testified about playing for the Petes from 1987-1990 and his experience 
as a rookie participating in an “initiation” called “the hot box.” 

Lorentz testified that he and three or four other rookie players were 
asked by their older teammates to strip naked and get into the bathroom 
at the back of the team bus during a road trip at the beginning of the 
season. He said it was not humiliating because “30 per cent of my time 
playing in the OHL, you’re naked in front of your teammates.” 

“I don’t know who or how it was mentioned, but they said, ‘This is what 
we do, it’s been done in the past,’ and I participated,” Lorentz testified. 
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The naked players in the bathroom had their clothes tied up into a ball 
and they had to untie the ball and get dressed to leave the bathroom, he 
testified. 

“When I participated in the hot box, it took us less than five minutes to 
untie our clothes and come out,” Lorentz said. “The longest I ever 
witnessed rookies in the hot box was 20 to 30 minutes… Once we got in 
there, we opened the window to let some air in and when you close the 
door, the light came on, so we sort of had a plan. And it was a fun task 
that we did.” 

Lorentz testified that one rookie player named Dan Brown refused to 
participate in the hot box but that he still made the Petes team. 

Lorentz testified that while he wouldn’t have had a problem with his son 
participating in the hot box with an OHL team, he would not allow 
teachers at his high school to direct new students to do it. 

“High school students aren’t naked with the same players,” he said. 
“They’re not on a team that they are naked with them 30 per cent of the 
time, three times a day sometimes.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Marner see room for top line’s chemistry to grow 

 

Mark Masters 

9-12 minutes 

 

The Leafs held a skate (game group) and practice at the Ford 
Performance on Monday.  

Toronto's top line is ready for its pre-season debut.  

"It seems like it's going really well in practice, so it's time to take that into 
game shape," said Mitch Marner.  

"It's felt like we're right back where we left off," said left winger Michael 
Bunting.  

"It's been a long week of practice, and you just want to get back in a 
game," said centre Auston Matthews. "It's been a lot of skating this last 
week." 

Matthews, Bunting and Marner have played in one pre-season game 
each on Sept. 24, but not together. So, Monday night is their first chance 
to really get the chemistry going again. They believe they can be even 
better this season.  

"There's always room to grow no matter what," Matthews said. "We want 
to continue to elevate our game and push each other out there and make 
sure that every night we're coming and competing and playing very 
consistent." 

It will hard to be better than last year when Matthews potted 60 goals and 
won the Hart Trophy and Marner finished with 97 points en route to being 
voted the NHL's first team all-star right winger.  

"Matty had 60. Mitchy almost had 100 points. So, I mean, if they want to 
get better that would be awesome," Bunting said with a grin. "You can 
never be satisfied with what you did in the past. We want to dominate 
and play our game out there and that's our plan tonight."  

Toronto's top line was so effective last season that you almost forget how 
the year started. Matthews missed the first three games following off-
season wrist surgery. He scored just once in his first six games. Marner 
started the season in a funk producing just one assist in seven games. 

Things got so bad for the team that coach Sheldon Keefe split up the 
dynamic duo for a 10-game stretch.   

Matthews ended up missing nine games overall while Marner was 
sidelined for 10. So, if they can stay healthy and stay together, why can't 
Toronto's top line get even better?  

"I would never rule out anything with those guys," said forward Alex 
Kerfoot. "They're as good as it gets in this game right now. It's special 
what they did last year, and I wouldn’t put any limits on what they can do 
this year." 

Nick Ritchie started with Matthews and Marner last season before 
eventually giving way to Bunting, who enjoyed a breakout campaign.  

"He did a really good job of finding quiet ice and leaking off into spots and 
disappearing and being open for give and goes and stuff like that," 
Marner said of Bunting. "As the season went on, we adapted to playing 
with him and he adapted to playing with us and it just got better and 
better. Hopefully it keeps doing that." 

Bunting finished last season with 63 points and a Calder Trophy 
nomination. He also hit it off with Marner and Matthews off the ice.  

"I would say all three of us are vocal with one another and always 
pushing each other and that's what makes us gel," Bunting said. "We're 
not afraid to communicate and talk out there and we have fun doing it 
too." 

Matthews invited Bunting and Marner to Arizona for a top-line retreat 
before training camp. Matthews also arrived in Toronto earlier than usual 
to join the informal summer skates. So, this line is poised to hit the 
ground running. But the goals are modest for Monday night.  

"Just [play] responsible in both ends and making sure we're not giving up 
anything," Matthews said. "We take care of that and let the offensive 
instincts take over and just try to work the puck in the offensive zone and 
get everybody involved. Just trying to get the pace up, get your legs back 
into it, lungs, everything. That's what pre-season is best for. You want to 
go out there and produce and score and make stuff happen, but it's just 
building the right habits and making sure you're taking care of the little 
things."  

Matthews, Marner see room for Toronto's top-line chemistry to get even 
better 

Maple Leafs forwards Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, Alex Kerfoot and 
Michael Bunting talk about the expectations of the top line and the growth 
they can have from last year. 

Matthews was asked if he's offered any advice to winger Nick Robertson 
when it comes to shooting.  

"He shoots it really well," Matthews said. "I'm not sure there's too much I 
can really teach him about shooting because, honestly, he probably 
shoots it harder than anybody on the team." 

Robertson has been showing off that shot in the pre-season with three 
goals in three games. The 21-year-old has always had a great shot, but 
he's getting it off more so far at this year's training camp. 

"There's not a lot of space so just moving off the puck and getting into 
situations and areas where you can kind of get it and supporting your 
teammates and all that kind of stuff is stuff he's picked up and learned 
and integrated into his game," Matthews observed.  

Robertson has earned a look on the second line. He'll start Monday's 
game with Kerfoot and William Nylander.  

"He's always had confidence in himself, but that's translating into his play 
a little bit more this time," noted Kerfoot. "Just looks real confident with 
the puck. He's always been as dangerous of a shooter as there is so 
when he gets time and space and he's feeling it in the offensive zone, 
he's super dangerous. He's seen a couple go in early here and that just 
adds to the confidence." 
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Robertson made his NHL debut in 2020 in the playoff bubble, which 
raised expectations. 

"The biggest thing for him is sometimes you try too hard, and it almost 
works against you," Matthews said. "You're kind of forcing it and pushing 
it and wanting it so bad. Sometimes you just have to relax out there and 
just play your game, work hard and play smart and not try and force the 
issue too much. I think this camp he's done a good job of finding his 
game and, obviously, you score a couple goals you get that confidence." 

Matthews on Robertson: 'He probably shoots it harder than anybody on 
the team' 

Nick Robertson's progression has been noted by the Maple Leafs 
coaching staff and players with Auston Matthews giving him high praise 
on his shot. The Leafs' star called Robertson 'a heck of a player' that 
plays with hunger, and believes he has learned a lot over the last few 
years which has helped his confidence. 

With John Tavares injured, Bunting will also start the season playing with 
Matthews and Marner on the top power-play unit.  

"We had the first power play in the league last year and they're all very 
skilled," Bunting said. "I just try and stand in front of the net and whack 
away at any loose pucks. I just do my job."  

So, his approach doesn't change based on what unit he's on?  

"No, it doesn't change. My role is still the same."  

With Bunting on the top unit, Kerfoot takes over as the net-front guy on 
the second unit.  

"It's just getting reps," he said of the challenge. "I haven't played power 
play much in the last couple years, especially last year." 

Kerfoot only spent nine minutes and 10 seconds on the power play last 
season, which was 14th among Toronto forwards.  

"But I've played power play in the past," he stressed. "I like playing down 
low on the goal line. I feel like you're around the play a lot and in that 
space there's a lot of tight-areas plays. Obviously when the puck's in 
certain areas you want to be in front of the goalies' eyes, but there's also 
opportunities to make plays and little touch passes and be a facilitator out 
there as well."  

Tavares, who sustained an oblique strain on Sept. 24, skated on 
Monday. It's the first time we've seen him on the ice since getting hurt. 
The Leafs captain will be sidelined for at least three weeks.  

Timothy Liljegren was also spotted on the ice. The defenceman is 
expected to miss the first month of the season following hernia surgery.  

Keefe hopes defenceman Jake Muzzin, who's been dealing with back 
discomfort, will take part in a pre-season game this week.   

"I'm not worried about Jake," the coach said. "If anything, the playoff 
experience last year showed us that he'll be ready to play. As long as his 
body's able to put him in the lineup, which at this point it is, he's going to 
be ready."  

Tavares, Liljegren take in limited skates; Muzzin 'in a good spot' to play 
soon 

Maple Leafs captain John Tavares skated for the first time at camp 
Monday since suffering an oblique strain. Timothy Liljegren also hit the 
ice following sports hernia surgery. Head coach Sheldon Keefe shared 
an update on both players and spoke about how close Jake Muzzin is to 
seeing preseason action. 

Lines at morning skate:  

(Group playing tonight in Montreal)  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Robertson - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - Aube-Kubel 

Steeves - Gaudette - Malgin   

Projected scratch: Abruzzese  

Rielly - Brodie  

Giordano - Holl  

Kral - Mete  

Projected scratches: Pietroniro - Villeneuve 

Murray starts 

Samsonov  

Lines at practice:  

Engvall - Kampf - Jarnkrok 

Clifford - Shaw - Simmonds  

McMann - Der-Arguchintsev - Anderson  

Blandisi - Douglas - Gogolev 

Ellis, Slaggert 

Muzzin - Sandin  

Rifai - Hollowell  

Kokkonen - Miller  

Hellickson - Hoefenmayer 

Kallgren  

Ferguson 
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TSN.CA / Pay attention to these five preseason stats 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

It is hard to believe, but the opening of the NHL regular season is just a 
week away. That means we’re nearing the end of another blistering 
preseason schedule, and may have learned a thing or two about teams 
as they experiment in camp. 

In preparation for the start of the season next week, I wanted to isolate 
on five must-know statistics from the September slate of games. Enjoy! 

1. Danil Gushchin’s four goals 

Sometimes all you need is lightning in a bottle to crack an NHL lineup, 
and Gushchin may be the best example of that this preseason. The 20-
year-old San Jose Sharks winger and former third-round pick in the 2020 
draft spent last season scoring at will with the Niagara IceDogs, and he 
hasn’t slowed down into camp. Gushchin is the only skater with four 
goals this preseason, playing a chunk of his minutes with journeymen in 
Andrew Agozzino and Max Veronneau. Keep an eye on Gushchin – 
scoring bursts like this, even if fleeting, can be rocket fuel for coaches 
who want to experiment with lines and arm scorers with better 
playmaking talent. 

2. Big ice time for Bean, Brannstrom 
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Jake Bean is a 24-year-old defenceman with first-round draft pedigree. 
Erik Brannstrom is a 23-year-old with first-round pedigree. The 
circumstances are quite different, but the Columbus Blue Jackets need to 
see a big season from a prospective defensive anchor in Bean the same 
way the Ottawa Senators need to see Brannstrom establish himself as 
an NHL-ready two-way defender, one who could entrench himself on a 
bottom-four pairing and trusted defensively. 

Both players have been put through the ringer this preseason – Bean 
(18:01) and Brannstrom (17.45 ice time per game) have been two of the 
three most-utilized defenders at even strength. In Columbus, Brad 
Larsen has put Bean with Nick Blankenburg and Marcus Bjork; Ottawa 
has played Brannstrom with Nikita Zaitsev and Maxence Guenette. 

So far, the goals haven’t shaken out in Bean’s (0-2; -2) or Brannstrom’s 
(1-4; -3) favour. 

3. Chytil’s shot attempts 

It is not lost on me that Rangers centre Filip Chytil was on a short list of 
potential breakout candidates based on his statistical profile last season. 
To recap, he and his line were generating much more offence than what 
would’ve been obvious from his goal and assist totals, and those scoring 
opportunities will remain so long as Chytil’s line keeps pressuring the 
interior of defences. 

In three preseason appearances this year, Chytil has generated 18 shot 
attempts (tied for second amongst forwards through Saturday), and the 
Rangers line has outshot opponents 54-26 (+28). Notably, Chytil’s played 
most of his minutes with two quality distributors and playmakers: Vitali 
Kravtsov and Artemi Panarin.  

4. Hurricanes’ offence is humming 

Carolina has quietly turned the territorial domination they have seemingly 
had for years into meaningful offence – last season, the Hurricanes 
finished seventh in even-strength scoring (3.23 goals per 60 minutes), a 
cut above a team the calibre of the Tampa Bay Lightning and enough to 
bury average teams quickly. 

It also serves as a reminder that when a team is generating shot volume 
at this velocity and from these areas, they are doubly dangerous (via 
HockeyViz): 

If this preseason is any indication, Carolina is picking up right where they 
left off. The Hurricanes have scored 14 goals in their opening three 
games, the highest rate in the league, and that’s backstopped by 3.8 
expected goals per 60 minutes played, also the highest number in the 
league. Veteran Andrei Svechnikov and the recently acquired Brent 
Burns each have a pair of goals so far. 

5. Demers is struggling 

I have been curious to see how Edmonton receives the veteran Demers, 
a camp invite who was the prototypical defensive defenceman in his 
prime. 

Five years ago, Demers would have been the perfect fit – and perhaps, 
even the missing piece on the blue-line – to stabilize an Edmonton team 
that still needs some defensive help. But Demers is 34 years old and 
coming off a back surgery that saw him miss all last season. 

It’s hard to know how patient the Oilers will be with Demers, who clearly 
is going to need time to see if he can still be a reliable defensive option 
deeper down Edmonton’s defensive depth chart – time, unfortunately, the 
Oilers do not have. 

The preseason numbers haven’t been good: the Oilers have been 
outshot 69-32 (-37) with Demers on the ice, playing primarily with Markus 
Niemelainen as his partner. 
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