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Hurricanes preseason update: Carolina ends exhibition schedule, loses 4-2 to Sabres  

By Justin Pelletier and Chip Alexander 

Let the hard decision-making begin for the Carolina 
Hurricanes.  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had said during training 
camp that the team would wait until the preseason schedule 
ended before making the toughest of the roster decisions, 
allowing some players added opportunities. The schedule 
ended Tuesday as the Buffalo Sabres took a 4-2 victory at 
KeyBank Center in Buffalo, New York. 

The Canes won their first four exhibition games with a variety 
of lineups -- veteran heavy, veteran light, a mixture of 
prospects and veterans. Many of the key regulars remained 
in Raleigh for the last preseason game, allowing Brind’Amour 
and management a last look at some of those battling for the 
final roster spots. 

The Canes trailed 3-0 after a rough first period that had the 
Sabres’ Vinnie Hinostroza and Tage Thompson score at 
even strength -- Thompson soon after exiting the penalty box 
-- and Dylan Cozens shorthanded. 

It was 3-0 entering the third before the Canes’ Jamieson 
Rees and Malte Stromwall scored in a span of 19 seconds. -- 
Rees unassisted and Stromwall off an Ethan Bear pass. JJ 
Peterka had an empty-net goal for the Sabres’ final score 
with 1:20 left. 

Pyotr Kochetkov was the Canes’ starting goalie, facing 14 
shots in the first, and played all three periods. Craig 
Anderson was in net for Buffalo. 

Canes defenseman Dylan Coghlan left during the game with 
a lower-body injury. Defenseman Jalen Chatfield had the 
biggest hit of the game, leading to a fight with Thompson. 

 

 

 

Necas hits reset, looks to be Hurricanes’ X-factor 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The words resulted in a bit of a double take. 

“Me and Roddy gotta trust each other a little more,” said 
Hurricanes forward Martin Necas at his season-ending 
availability in June. 

Many took that as a swipe at Rod Brind’Amour despite the 
fact the coach said later that same day he was glad Necas 
had gotten the message during their exit interview. 

Some still assumed Necas would be looking for a way out 
rather than re-signing as a restricted free agent and returning 
for a fourth season in Raleigh. 

“I don’t know if somebody took it like we had some beef 
between each other,” Necas said last week. “It was nothing 
like that. We’ve always had a good relationship.” 

It was still the latest bump in what has been an up-and-down 
journey for Necas since he was the 12th overall pick by the 
Hurricanes in the 2017 draft. The Czech native came to 
North America for the 2018-19 season and won a Calder 

Cup with the Charlotte Checkers, then Carolina’s AHL 
affiliate. 

While the year on the ice was a crucial step in his 
development, it did not benefit Necas’ contract situation. The 
Hurricanes were able to slide his contract for his first season 
in North America, shielding him for needing protection in the 
Seattle Kraken expansion draft but also keeping Necas from 
shaving a year off his entry-level contract. 

His rookie season was encouraging —16 goals, 20 assists 
and 36 points — but the leap many expected in 2019-20 was 
more of a small hop as he finished with 16 goals and 41 
points in the COVID-interrupted season. 

His contract year finally arrived but was, as he said, 
“disappointing.” Necas finished 2021-22 with 14 goals and 40 
points in 78 games, one point fewer than he had totaled the 
previous season when playing in just 53 contests. 

A player who once seemed on the cusp of breaking out was 
instead seeing Andrei Svechnikov land a big payday and 
Seth Jarvis emerging as the team’s other dynamic young 
forward. 
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There were rumbles that Necas and his agent were unhappy 
he had just played four years on a three-year entry-level 
contract, leading to further speculation that his future in 
Raleigh was uncertain. 

“I couldn’t do anything about it,” Necas countered. “It was 
just a couple of decisions that they made and it’s like that, so 
I didn’t really think about it.” 

Contract negotiations finally ended Aug. 9 with a two-year, 
$6 million contract that will pay $2.5 million this season, $3.5 
million next season and carry a $3 million cap hit. 

“It’s nice to be back here, nice to get the contract done,” 
Necas said. “It took a little bit, but we got it done. I have two 
years here to get myself in better position and then we’ll see 
what happens.” 

Better positioning himself meant getting bigger and stronger 
— “maybe five, six pounds, somewhere close to 200 pounds” 
— and the 23-year-old’s peach fuzz has also been replaced 
with the slightest hint of stubble. 

The changes in his physique coincide with an emotional 
maturity that Necas himself recognizes. 

“I’m kind of a bit older,” he said. “I’m not a rookie anymore.” 

Which takes us back to the June heart-to-heart with 
Brind’Amour that laid out what “trust” between the player and 
coach meant. 

“It’s his overall play, shift in, shift out,” Brind’Amour said last 
week when asked about what Necas needed to do to get his 
career back on an upward trajectory. “Obviously, do it the 
right way, do it the way we need to do it.” 

If his performance this preseason is any indication, Necas 
has heeded his coach’s advice. 

Playing on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s right wing, Necas has three 
goals and six points in three preseason games, including a 
two-goal, four-point night Monday in an 8-1 rout of 
Columbus. 

“It’s preseason. I’d rather save it for the season, but it’s good 
to have these moments,” Necas said after he was named 
first star in the lopsided win. 

With Svechnikov on the opposite side of Kotkaniemi most of 
this preseason, Necas is in a position to be an X-factor in the 
Hurricanes’ quest to win a Stanley Cup. 

“We know he’s got talent,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re not ever 
taking that away. But there’s a time and place for all that 
stuff, and I think last year maybe he tried to push it a little too 
much and it didn’t work. … Certain players have a flair and 
they’re gonna get freedom to do a little more outside the box, 
but you still got to fill the box.” 

If Necas can fill the box while occasionally venturing out of it, 
he could be in for a breakout season. 

 

 

Hurricanes drop final preseason game 4-2 
By Chris Lea 

Buffalo, N.Y. — The Carolina Hurricanes closed out their 
preseason slate with a 4-2 loss at the Buffalo Sabres 
Tuesday night. The loss was their first of the preseason. The 
team also played with out many of their top players like 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Brent Burns and others. 

The Sabres jumped out to a quick 3-0 lead in the first period 
with the third goal coming shorthanded by Dylan Cozens. 

Vinnie Hinostraza and Tage Thompson scored the first two 
goals for the Hurricanes respectively. 

The scoring opened up for the Canes in a 20 second stretch 
in the third period. Jamieson Rees was able to navigate a 
crowded area in front of the goal to score unassisted. Soon 
after that, Ethan Bear found Malte Stromwell who pulled the 
'Canes within one. 

The 'Canes went with an extra attacker in the final minutes of 
the third period, but that led to a JJ Peterka empty net goal to 
seal the game for the Sabres. 

Hurricanes goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov had 26 saves after 
being shot at 29 times. 

The Canes open up the regular season at home on October 
12th against the Columbus Blue Jackets.
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Preseason Recap: Canes Close Out Exhibition Slate With Defeat In Buffalo 
Carolina found the back of the net twice within 19 seconds in 
the third, but it was too little, too late, ultimately coming out 
on the wrong side of a 4-2 score 

By Walt Ruff  

Three Things 

1) Made It A Game Late 

Tuesday morning Rod Brind'Amour acknowledged that the 
team's preseason finale was more about assessing 
individuals than seeing the systems executed to perfection. 
With several of the team's opening night roster spots still up 
for grabs, the staff was hoping to see what some players 
would show in their last chance at game action. 

While the scoreboard did not reflect a positive outcome for 
Carolina, Brind'Amour still was able to make his evaluations. 

Buffalo jumped out to an early 3-0 lead, scoring on a two-on-
one and then two breakaways in the first period. The Canes 
got their footing under them in the second and held the home 
team off the board, before then shocking them to life in the 
third. 

Within the first 2:09 of the final stanza Jamieson Rees and 
Malte Stromwall both beat Craig Andersen, rapidly pulling 
Carolina back within one. 

Although they weren't able to get the equalizer, the late push 
at least showed that the unit comprised of prospects and 
roster hopefuls would not roll over. 

2) Now Comes The Important Stuff 

The Canes are idle in terms of game action for the next 
week, with their next bout coming on Wednesday, October 
12 against Columbus - their regular season opener. 

Entering Tuesday the team's training camp roster included 
41 players, but between Wednesday and Monday afternoon 
they'll have to trim that down to at least 23. 

"I'd like to have it done, just so we can move forward," 
Brind'Amour said pre-game, suggesting that the team may 
begin making roster moves sooner rather than later during 
the six-day period. "But that being said, it could be even 
harder [to make those decisions] after tonight. We don't want 
to make any rash decisions." 

3) A Successful Preseason As A Whole 

Carolina closes their exhibition slate with a record of 4-1, 
including lots to like along the way. 

Netminder Frederik Andersen played in his first game action 
since his MCL tear in April, winning both of his starts and 
allowing just one goal in a win over Tampa Bay. His 
goaltending partner Antti Raanta also got live play under his 
belt for the first time since suffering an MCL sprain in May, 
allowing a combined three goals in his five periods of work. 

Defenseman Brent Burns dressed in his first contests with 
the club since coming over via trade in July. He and Jaccob 
Slavin appear to be well on their way to being the team's top 
pairing in the regular season, each raving about the other 
after their two games together. 

Up front their are now several difficult decisions to be made 
over the coming days, as Derek Stepan, Stefan Noesen and 
Stromwall each recorded multiple goals in their preseason 
appearances. Ryan Dzingel showed chemistry with Martin 
Necas amid #88's four-point effort on Monday. 20-year-old 
Vasily Ponomarev caught the attention of many from his 
efforts throughout camp. 

Regardless of how the roster decisions shake out, 
perspective is key. And as nice as a 4-1 in exhibition play is, 
lest we forget that the team went 1-3 last season before 
publishing a franchise record 54 wins and 116 points. It was 
just preseason, after all. 

Bonus Notes 

 Pyotr Kochetkov played the full 60 minutes in net for 
Carolina, finishing with 26 saves and three goals 
against. 

 Defenseman Dylan Coghlan left with a lower-body 
injury after the first period and did not return. 

 Ethan Bear led the Canes in time on ice, with 24:36 
played. 

What's Next? 

The team is off on Wednesday, returning to practice 
Thursday at Invisalign Arena. 
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Oct. 4: NHL Preseason Roundup 

Giroux scores first with Senators; Sharks win Global Series 
Challenge game against Eisbaren Berlin 

Recap: OTT 5, MTL 4 

Claude Giroux scored his first goal with the Ottawa Senators 
in a 5-4 win against the Montreal Canadiens at Bell Centre in 
Montreal on Tuesday. 

Giroux, who also had an assist, signed a three-year, $19.5 
million contract ($6.5 million average annual value) with 
Ottawa on July 13. 

Alex DeBrincat and Shane Pinto also each had a goal and 
an assist, and Mathieu Joseph had two assists for the 
Senators. Anton Forsberg made 21 saves. 

Nick Suzuki had two assists in his preseason debut, and 
Sam Montembeault made 18 saves for the Canadiens, who 
have lost their first six preseason games (0-5-1). 

DeBrincat gave Ottawa a 1-0 lead at 3:13 of the first period 
on the power play, a one-timer from Giroux for his third 
preseason goal. 

Giroux extended it to 2-0 at 5:52 of the second period, 
tapping in a pass from DeBrincat. 

Joel Armia cut it to 2-1 at 8:20, and David Savard scored 44 
seconds later at 9:04 to tie it 2-2. 

Tyler Motte scored his third goal of this preseason to give the 
Senators a 3-2 lead at 11:10, and Pinto restored the two-goal 
lead for the Senators with his fourth preseason goal at 18:53. 

Cole Caufield cut it to 4-3 on the power play at 14:57 of the 
third period, but Brady Tkachuk scored his first goal of the 
preseason 1:11 later at 16:08 to give Ottawa a 5-3 lead. 

Arber Xhekaj had his wrist shot go off Joseph's hand at 
16:36 for the 5-4 final. 

Blues 4, Wild 2: Pavel Buchnevich had a goal and an assist 
for the St. Louis Blues in a 4-2 win against the Minnesota 
Wild at Enterprise Center in St. Louis. 

Jordan Binnington stopped all 11 shots he faced in the first 
two periods for the Blues. Joel Hofer made 15 saves in relief. 

Tyson Jost and Mason Shaw each had a goal and an assist 
for the Wild. Filip Gustavsson made 23 saves. 

Buchnevich scored on a one-timer from the right circle 1:05 
into the first period to give St. Louis a 1-0 lead. 

Jake Neighbours power-play goal from the left circle made it 
2-0 at 11:42. 

Nathan Walker scored from the slot to make it 3-0 at 10:18 of 
the second period. 

Shaw cut it to 3-1 on a rebound at 6:58 of the third period, 
but Klim Kostin scored at 13:57 for the Blues for a 4-1 lead. 

Jost scored at 19:19 for the 4-2 final. 

Islanders 4, Flyers 3 (OT): Noah Dobson scored with eight 
seconds left in overtime to give the New York Islanders a 4-3 
win against the Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo Center in 
Philadelphia. 

Josh Bailey had a goal and two assists, and Adam Pelech 
had two assists for the Islanders, who agreed to an eight-
year contract with center Mathew Barzal earlier Tuesday. Ilya 
Sorokin made 30 saves. 

Scott Laughton had a goal and an assist, and Samuel 
Ersson saved all 15 shots he faced in 29:17 for the Flyers in 
their final preseason game (1-4-1). Troy Grosenick made 14 
saves in relief. 

Laughton scored on a short-handed breakaway at 2:09 of the 
second period to give Philadelphia a 1-0 lead. 

Bailey tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 16:13, and Casey 
Cizikas scored short-handed at 18:22 to make it 2-1. 

Owen Tippett scored at 5:05 of the third period to tie it 2-2, 
and Tanner Laczynski put the Flyers in front 3-2 at 8:53. 

Anders Lee tied it 3-3 for the Islanders at 12:19. 

Sabres 4, Hurricanes 2: Tage Thompson and Dylan Cozens 
each had a goal and an assist for the Buffalo Sabres in a 4-2 
win against the Carolina Hurricanes at KeyBank Center in 
Buffalo. 

Vinnie Hinostroza and JJ Peterka scored, and Craig 
Anderson made 23 saves for Buffalo. 

Jamieson Rees and Malte Stromwall scored, and Pyotr 
Kochetkov made 26 saves for Carolina in its preseason 
finale (4-1-0). 

The Sabres led 3-0 after the first period. 

Hinostroza made it 1-0 at 6:59 on Buffalo's 10th straight shot 
to start the game. 

Thompson skated around Hurricanes defenseman Ethan 
Bear and scored over Kochetkov's shoulder to make it 2-0 at 
10:52. 
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Cozens pushed the lead to 3-0 at 18:16 when he intercepted 
a drop pass in his own zone and scored on a short-handed 
breakaway. 

Rees cut it to 3-1 at 1:45 of the third period, and Stromwall 
scored 19 seconds later at 2:04 to pull Carolina within 3-2 
before Peterka scored into an empty net at 18:40 for the 4-2 
final. 

Sabres forward Kyle Okposo sustained an upper-body injury 
in the second period and is not expected to skate for a few 
days, according to coach Don Granato. 

Hurricanes defenseman Dylan Coghlan left the game in the 
first period with a lower-body injury. 

Sharks 3, Eisbaren Berlin 1: Steven Lorentz scored the go-
ahead goal for the San Jose Sharks in a 3-1 win against 
Eisbaren Berlin in the NHL Global Series Challenge at 
Mercedes-Benz Arena in Berlin. 

Tomas Hert scored for the Sharks, and James Reimer made 
nine saves in 31:25. He was replaced by Kaapo Kahkonen, 
who made nine saves. 

Giovanni Fiore scored, and Tobias Ancicka stopped all 21 
shots he faced for Eisbaren in 30:01 before he was replaced 
by Juho Markkanen, who allowed three goals on 15 shots. 

Fiore gave Eisbaren a 1-0 lead at 12:10 of the second period 
with a shot from just outside the left circle. 

Hertl tied the game 1-1 at 17:06 of the second period off a 
give-and-go with Timo Meier, scoring in front of the net. 
Lorentz gave the Sharks a 2-1 lead scoring 40 seconds later 
at 17:46, tipping in a shot from Erik Karlsson. 

Luke Kunin increased the lead to 3-1 with a short-handed 
goal at 11:56 of the third period. 

The Sharks open the regular season against the Nashville 
Predators in Prague on Friday and Saturday as part of the 
2022 NHL Global Series (2 p.m. ET; NHLN, NBCSCA, 
BSSO). 

Ducks 5, Kings 4: Derek Grant had a goal and three assists 
for the Anaheim Ducks in a 5-4 win against the Los Angeles 
Kings at Honda Center in Anaheim. 

Max Jones scored twice, Pavol Regenda had a goal and two 
assists, and John Klingberg had two assists for the Ducks. 
Anthony Stolarz made 32 saves 

Gabriel Vilardi scored two goals, and Cal Petersen made 27 
saves for the Kings. 

Vilardi gave Los Angeles a 1-0 lead at 11:06 of the first 
period on the power play, knocking in a rebound. 

Grant tied it 1-1 at 13:56 when his shot deflected off the stick 
of Kings defenseman Jordan Spence. 

Vilardi scored his second goal at 2:16 of the second period to 
give Los Angeles a 2-1 lead, and Arthur Kaliyev scored 33 
seconds later with a quick shot from the right circle at 2:49 to 
extend it to 3-1. 

Jones cut it to 3-2 at 4:09 after his slap shot went in off Kings 
forward Carl Grundstrom. Tobias Bjornfot restored the two-
goal lead for Los Angeles at 7:47 from the left circle. 

Jones scored his second goal off a no-look, between-the-
legs backhand pass from Grant to cut it to 4-3 at 14:44. 

Regenda tied it 4-4 at 16:48 with his third goal of the 
preseason. Frank Vatrano scored 51 seconds into the third 
period on the power play for the 5-4 final. 

Golden Knights 4, Coyotes 3: Adin Hill made 50 saves for 
the Vegas Golden Knights in a 4-3 win against the Arizona 
Coyotes at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. 

Arizona outshot Vegas 53-28, including 28-5 in the second 
period when Hill made 26 saves. 

William Karlsson gave the Golden Knights a 4-3 lead from 
the right circle at 18:02 of the third period. 

Zachary Hayes scored two goals, and Michael Amadio had 
three assists for Vegas. 

Barrett Hayton had a goal and two assists, and Jonas 
Johansson made 24 saves for Arizona. 

Hayes gave the Golden Knights a 1-0 lead at 8:53 of the first 
period and made it 2-0 at 13:57, each on an assist from 
Amadio. 

Matias Maccelli cut it to 2-1 at 4:19 of the second period on a 
rebound at the right post before Hayton tied it 2-2 at 6:01 
when the puck deflected off his skate on the rebound of a 
shot by Dylan Guenther. 

Pavel Dorofeyev gave the Golden Knights a 3-2 lead, scoring 
from the slot off a pass by Sakari Manninen at 12:06 of the 
third. Alex Chiasson tied it 3-3 on the power-play at 17:44 
with the Coyotes playing 6-on-4 after pulling Johansson. 
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NHL season preview: Which teams could dethrone Avalanche in 2022-23?

These teams could give the Avalanche a run for their money 
this season 

By Austin Nivison  

The Colorado Avalanche cruised to a Stanley Cup last 
season, going 16-4 in the playoffs. No team really put a 
scare into the Avs, so the question now is whether anyone 
can hang with them next season. 

The Avalanche did lose some key players in the offseason, 
including forward Nazem Kadri and goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper. Colorado has plenty of talent to overcome those 
departures, but the team might be more vulnerable in 2022-
23, even if it's not by much. 

Still, the list of teams that could really take the Avalanche to 
the wire in a seven-game series remains relatively short. In 
the Western Conference, only a few teams stand out as 
threats to Colorado's crown. There are more teams in a deep 
Eastern Conference, but the Avs wouldn't see them until the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

With the Avalanche set to hang a banner on opening night, 
here is the list of teams that could dethrone them with one of 
their own in 2023. 

Calgary Flames 

It's pretty amazing that the Flames lost Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk in the same offseason and are still 
atop this list. That's a testament to the work general manager 
Brad Treliving did in the offseason, and the case could be 
made that Calgary is even deeper than last year, when it 
won the Pacific Division with 111 points. The Flames added 
one of the best playmakers in the league in Jonathan 
Huberdeau, and an already strong defensive team got 
another top-pairing defenseman in MacKenzie Weegar. To 
top it all off, the Flames signed Nazem Kadri to add a 
combination of offense and snarl to its top six. Add Jacob 
Markstrom in net, and the Flames have a recipe for giving 
the Avalanche a lot of trouble next season. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers do have question marks when matching up with 
the Avalanche, and those were on display in the brief playoff 
series between the two teams last season. I wonder if the 
defense is strong enough or deep enough to hold off the elite 
firepower at the top of the Colorado lineup, and it's fair to 
wonder how Jack Campbell will fare in net after his second-
half collapse in 2021-22. Having said all that, the Oilers have 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Having the best player 
in the world and another top-10 center can cover a lot of 
flaws. Flanking them, the Oilers have effective scoring 
wingers like Evander Kane and Zach Hyman. With Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins as a third-line center, it's not inconceivable 
to think that Edmonton could win a high-scoring series 

against the Avs, as long as Campbell outplays the duo of 
Alexandar Georgiev and Pavel Francouz. 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild have the opposite problem of the Oilers, but they 
could challenge the Avalanche in their own way. Outside of 
superstar winger Kirill Kaprizov, it's hard to see exactly 
where the offense will come from in Minnesota, but that may 
not matter if no one can score on the Wild. Last season, 
Minnesota was one of the strongest defensive teams in the 
NHL, and that shouldn't change in 2022-23. With players like 
Jared Spurgeon and Matt Dumba leading the way, the Wild 
have a deep defensive corps. Plus, the line of Jordan 
Greenway, Joel Eriksson Ek, and Marcus Foligno gave up 
just five goals in 430 minutes together at five-on-five. If Marc-
Andre Fleury can come anywhere near his Vezina Trophy 
form, Minnesota has the pieces to limit any offensive attack, 
even that of the Avalanche. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

It's tough to score goals and win games when you don't have 
the puck on your stick, and the Hurricanes might be the best 
team in the NHL when it comes to playing keep away from 
their opponents. Last season, the Hurricanes controlled 
56.22% of the shot share, 54.95% of the expected goals 
share, and 57.78% of the actual goals at five-on-five, per 
Natural Stat Trick. All of those numbers ranked in the top five 
of the league, and Carolina added some veteran talent in the 
offseason. Defenseman Brent Burns and center Paul Stastny 
will add some great depth to an already loaded roster, and 
when Max Pacioretty gets healthy midway through the 
season, the Hurricanes will be an incredibly dangerous team. 
We'll see whether Freddie Andersen can repeat his excellent 
2021-22 campaign between the pipes. If he can, Carolina 
can beat any team in the league in a seven-game series. 

Florida Panthers 

I hope it's possible for me to type this Stanley Cup Final 
series into existence because the Panthers and Avalanche 
would put on quite a show. Florida did shop out Jonthan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar, but it might've been 
worth it to land Matthew Tkachuk. With his combination of 
offensive skill, defensive prowess, and tenacity, there are 
very few wingers like Tkachuk. It will be interesting to see 
exactly what they do with Tkachuk, but if the Panthers slot 
him on a line with Aleksander Barkov, that might instantly 
become the best line in hockey. The loss of Weegar does 
hurt Florida's defense, but Aaron Ekblad gives the team a 
bona fide No. 1 defenseman. As with several other teams on 
this list, goaltending would be the big question in a series 
against the Avalanche. Luckily for the Panthers, Colorado 
has some concerns of its own at the position. 
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Tampa Bay Lightning 

With all due respect to Jordan Binnington and the St. Louis 
Blues, the Lighting probably gave the Avalanche their 
biggest test in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. That may not 
be saying much considering how Colorado steamrolled its 
way to a banner, but Tampa was without star center Brayden 
Point for much of the series. Even though the Lightning's 
core is getting older, the team is still in the running for 
another Stanley Cup. The roster, both in terms of high-end 
talent and depth, compares favorably to a vast majority of the 
league. The issue for the Lightning will be getting back to the 
Stanley Cup Final for a fourth consecutive season, but I said 
the same thing about three consecutive appearances, and 
we saw how that went. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Don't laugh. Stop it. As someone who predicted that the 
Maple Leafs would finally break through in the playoffs last 
year, I do like this roster. How could you not? Auston 
Matthews is coming off a Hart Trophy season in which he 
scored 60 goals, but he is far from alone in a stacked forward 
group. Mitchell Marner is a top-five winger in the league, 
William Nylander is an underrated playmaker, and John 
Tavares has plenty of game left in the tank. Michael Bunting, 
Alex Kerfoot, and Calle Jarnkrok also provide depth that 
most teams would love to have. That gives the Leafs a roster 
that can score with the Avalanche, and they are better on 
defense than they get credit for. If Toronto can get out of its 
own way in the first round of the playoffs, this team has what 
it takes to go the distance. 

 

Takeaways from Hurricanes’ First Three Preseason Games 
The Hurricanes are off to a perfect 3-0 start to the 2022 
preseason, and now it’s time to talk about what we’ve seen. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes have three preseason games in the 
books in their exhibition schedule. So, how many important 
things have we learned that will play a massive role in this 
team’s success throughout the regular season and the 
playoffs? 

Well... none. These are practice games, and we haven’t 
seen any teams at full strength. 

But that doesn’t mean we can’t talk about what we’ve seen. 
So here are some of the most significant early takeaways 
from the Hurricanes’ perfect 3-0 start to the preseason. 

Powerplay Quarterbacks 

One of the few roles on the team seemingly up in the air 
heading into training camp was that of the second-unit 
power-play defenseman. 

While it’s safe to say that nothing is set in stone, first-year 
Hurricanes Dylan Coghlan is making a solid case for his 
candidacy in his early preseason action. The 24-year-old 
former Vegas Golden Knight has flown out of the gates with 
four points in his first two outings - all on the power play, 
three of which came in the preseason opener. 

“I always knew since I got traded that I was going to have an 
opportunity to play on the power play,” Coghlan said after 
game one. “And it’s been something that I’ve taken pride in 
for quite some time.” 

He did see some powerplay ice time with Vegas last season, 
scoring a pair of goals and four total power-play points. 

While not flashy, Coghlan has been steady in all of his roles 
in the very early going, which has helped clarify Carolina’s 
blue line situation. The likes of Ethan Bear and Jaccob Slavin 
will undoubtedly continue to get some looks there, but 
Coghlan made a statement early on. 

Brent Burns’ game didn’t need much clarifying, but the 
veteran defender provided some in his preseason debut over 
the weekend. 

He netted a pair of goals in the team’s win over the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday, including the ice-breaker early in the 
first period from a wicked wrist shot from beyond the right 
circle that beat Spencer Knight cleanly. 

He then scored the game-deciding goal near the midway 
point of the third period. His second tally was a little less 
pretty, but what it lost in looks it made up for in cheekiness, 
as the lumbering big man pinched down the right wing and 
chipped the puck through Knight’s legs at an awkward angle. 

Burns has produced double-digit goals in each of the last ten 
82-game seasons, and if Saturday was any indication of 
what’s to come, perhaps the 37-year-old can make it 11. 

Strong Start for Svech, New Second Line 

The Hurricanes’ second-round collapse in last year’s 
postseason didn’t totally lie on the shoulders of the team’s 
young stars. Still, the top of the lineup’s disappearing act 
certainly exacerbated their problems en route to their seven-
game ousting at the hands of the underdog New York 
Rangers. 

Andrei Svechnikov was at the center of that, but coming off 
of a career-best 30-goal, 69-point season, the 22-year-old 
hopes his fifth year in the league will be an even bigger 
success. 
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He has started strong in exhibition action, recording a goal 
and an assist in each of the first two preseason games. 

He scored the team’s first preseason goal in the opener on a 
perfectly teed-up one-timer and then rifled home a two-on-
one chance on Saturday. 

It seems like Rod Brind’Amour and co. plan to go all-in on 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi taking on a more prominent role on the 
team in year two. He’s been centering Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas, and the results have been promising thus far. 
Kotkaniemi and Necas have also factored into the scoring in 
their preseason outings. 

With Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck now elsewhere 
and Max Pacioretty slated to miss a vast majority of the 
season, all eyes are now on Kotkaniemi and Necas, and 
their pressure to succeed is at an all-time high. 

Kotkaniemi’s first season contained plenty of ups and downs, 
but when he was asked to step up, he did so more often than 
not. Necas, on the other hand, struggled mightily last 
season, putting his future with the team in doubt. 
Nevertheless, he’s still here and has a lot to prove as he 
enters year four. 

Depth Pieces Standing Out 

As Svechnikov, Burns, and Coghlan have garnered attention, 
many fringe players competing for roster spots have also 
shown out, particularly in the first game against the Panthers. 

Against most of Florida’s projected opening night roster, 
Carolina was powered to a win thanks to goals from Stefen 

Noesen, Derek Stepan, Justin Robidas, Vasiliy Ponomarev, 
and Jack Drury. 

Noesen returned to the organization after a monster year in 
the AHL last season, netting 48 goals in 70 regular season 
games and nine more in 18 playoff games. 

He and Stepan, who are currently in camp on a professional 
tryout contract, are both running for spots at the bottom of 
Carolina’s forward depth chart. 

On the other hand, Robidas and Ponomarev are young guys 
who likely won’t make the team out of camp. Robidas has 
already been sent back to his QMJHL team after an 
extended look in training camp. Ponomarev is still with the 
team and is expected to suit up again tonight against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Jack Drury falls somewhere in between those two 
classifications. Drury saw NHL action last season and made 
the most of his opportunities, scoring twice in as many 
games. He’s also coming off a solid rookie year in the AHL, 
where he built on a great regular season by tallying 24 points 
in 18 playoff games en route to a Calder Cup. 

He is firmly in contention for a roster spot while 
simultaneously holding a good deal of upside at age 22. 

We will see how the chips fall in due time, but a handful of 
players are worthy of a shot on the NHL roster. Of course, 
most of them will be victims of the numbers game, but it’s 
nice to have a diverse group of young and veteran players 
fighting for those spots. 

 

Hurricanes Close Out Preseason with Loss in Buffalo 
The Hurricanes capped off their preseason schedule on 
Tuesday night with a 4-2 road loss to the Sabres. 

By Brett Finger  

The perfect preseason was not to be for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, whose group of fringe roster players fell behind 
3-0 in the first period and failed to battle all the way back in a 
4-2 loss against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Rod Brind’Amour and co. went into Tuesday’s tilt with the 
plan of rolling with a lineup comprised of players on the edge 
of making the team, so Carolina’s regulars had the night off 
against an opening-night-style Sabres team. 

With that in mind, the first period played out exactly how you 
would expect. 

Buffalo capitalized on a long two-on-one opportunity at the 
seven-minute mark. Jeff Skinner saucered a pass to Vinnie 
Hinostroza, who managed to flip a shot over the glove of 
Pyotr Kotchetkov to make it a 1-0 game. 

After a failed Carolina power play opportunity, Buffalo added 
to the lead. Tage Thompson picked off an errant pass in the 
Buffalo zone, turned up ice, and won the point-to-point race 
before sliding the puck by a diving Kotchetkov to double the 
lead. 

Tempers proceeded to flair and then erupt after Thompson 
got whistled for a slash on Jalen Chatfield. Both parties 
dropped the gloves, an altercation ensued, and they were 
rewarded with five minutes in the penalty box. 

Dylan Cozens capped off the barrage of first-period Buffalo 
offense with a shorthanded tally with just under two minutes 
to go in the opening frame. 

The second period was far more even, as the offense 
screeched to a halt and both teams scratched across just 
five shots on goal apiece. 

After putting their game together in the second period, the 
Hurricanes’ offense followed suit in the third period. A scrum 
in front of veteran goalie Craig Anderson resulted in some 
pinball action and a Jamieson Rees goal to put Carolina on 
the board. 

19 seconds later, Malte Stromwall rifled a shot from the slot 
that beat Anderson for his second preseason goal and make 
it 3-2. 

The clubs went back and forth with offensive chances over 
the final 18 minutes of the game, but Anderson and 
Kotchetkov held strong down the stretch. 
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The Sabres put the game away with an empty-netter with 
1:20 left in the game, making the score 4-2, which is where it 
would remain when the final horn sounded. 

Brind’Amour said before the game that the preseason finale 
would be more about individuals than the team systems. 
That was apparent in the early going, but his group did put 

the pieces together as the game went on and it set the table 
for an entertaining third period. 

The door is now closed on the Hurricanes’ preseason 
schedule. The next time the puck drops, it will be on opening 
night when the Columbus Blue Jackets visit Raleigh next 
Wednesday. 

 

 

 
Stat Pack: Who’s Hot And Who's Not In The 2022 NHL Pre-Season? 

Who's impressing or disappointing the most in the NHL's pre-
season? What does it mean with the small sample sizes? 
Carol Schram takes a look. 

By Carol Schram 

In a week's time, the new NHL season will be fully 
underway.  

Most teams wrap up their exhibition schedules this weekend, 
while the Nashville Predators and San Jose Sharks get an 
early jump on their regular seasons with a pair of NHL Global 
Series games in Prague on Friday and Saturday. 

Bearing in mind that pre-season trends don't necessarily 
carry over to the regular season, here's a look at some 
standout stats worth noticing through Monday's games. 

Marc-Andre Fleury: Perfect In Net 

Acquired from the Chicago Blackhawks at the 2022 trade 
deadline, Marc-Andre Fleury wasn’t quite able to get the 
Minnesota Wild past the St. Louis Blues in the first round of 
last year’s playoffs. But after he pondered retirement heading 
into last season, the affable stopper enjoyed his brief stint in 
the State Of Hockey enough to sign a new two-year contract, 
with a full no-movement clause. 

Fleury turns 38 on Nov. 28, but so far this fall, the 2021 
Vezina Trophy winner has looked as sharp as ever. On Sept. 
25, he stopped all 12 shots he faced in the first 31:10 of the 
Wild's 3-2 win over the Colorado Avalanche. One week later, 
he went the distance at Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee, stopping 
12 more shots as the Wild shut out the Chicago Blackhawks 
3-0. 

Looking at goalies with at least two pre-season appearances 
so far, four others have also been perfect. Philipp Grubauer 
of Seattle has stopped all 28 shots he has seen, in 90:18 of 
action, while Kevin Lankinen is an impressive 43-for-43 in 
the first 89:56 of his new gig with the Nashville Predators. 

Among rookies, 21-year-old Colten Ellis of St. Louis and 22-
year-old Jakub Skarek of the New York Islanders have also 

stopped every shot they’ve faced so far in their two 
appearances each.  

Wild, Hurricanes Start Strong 

With five days left in the pre-season, just two teams have run 
the table to date. 

Fleury's Minnesota Wild are 4-0-0, with a plus-10 goal 
differential. They've beaten the Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche twice, and Chicago and Dallas once 
each.  

The Wild have killed 16 of 17 penalties they've taken for a 
94.1 percent success rate while shorthanded, and 2022 
trade-deadline acquisition Tyson Jost has led the way 
offensively with five points. Rookie Marco Rossi is right 
behind with four. 

On Monday, the Carolina Hurricanes crushed the Columbus 
Blue Jackets by an 8-1 score, also improving their record to 
4-0-0.  

At 41.2 percent, the Canes' 7-for-17 power play tops the 
league, and their goal differential is also an NHL-best plus-
15. Offensively, they've been led by six points from Martin 
Necas and five from off-season acquisition Brent Burns, who 
is fitting in seamlessly with his new squad. 

Sunshine State Stumbles 

Two of the NHL's best teams last season, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers, are still looking to get into 
gear. 

Of course, there have been much bigger matters at hand 
than pre-season hockey: Hurricane Ian wreaked havoc on 
the Sunshine State. 

Last week, the entire Lightning organization, including 
families and pets, was evacuated to Nashville. A last-minute 
game against the Predators was added to their exhibition 
schedule in the wake of two home-game cancellations due to 
the hurricane. 
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The Panthers' games proceeded as planned, but with the 
devastation in their state very much at the front of their 
minds. 

So — let's not read too much into either team's pre-season 
record so far. The Lightning are 0-3-0, with just two goals 
scored and 14 goals against. Last season's Presidents' 
Trophy winners, the Panthers are 1-3-0, with nine goals 
scored and 16 against. 

Both sides will get a chance to find their legs before the real 
games begin with a pair of head-to-head meetings.  

On Thursday, the Panthers are holding a supply drive and 
donating all ticket sales proceeds from the matchup at FLA 
Live Arena to Hurricane Ian relief efforts and last week, the 
Lightning announced a $2 million hurricane-relief donation 
through the Tampa Bay Lightning Foundation and the Vinik 
Family Foundation.  

They'll host the Panthers at Amalie Arena on Saturday 
before opening their regular season with a three-game road 
trip. 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article266594551.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/10/necas-hits-reset-looks-to-be-hurricanes-x-factor/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-drop-final-preseason-game-4-2/20507708/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preseason-recap-canes-close-out-exhibition-slate-with-defeat-in-buffalo/c-336068556 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-preseason-results-recap-october-4/c-336063814 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-season-preview-which-teams-could-dethrone-avalanche-in-2022-23/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/3/23385025/takeaways-from-carolina-hurricanes-first-three-preseason-games-burns-svechnikov-nhl-necas-

coghlan 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/4/23388378/carolina-hurricanes-close-out-preseason-with-loss-buffalo-sabres-skinner-thompson-rees-nhl 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/stat-pack-whos-hot-and-whos-not-in-the-2022-nhl-pre-season 
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Blue Jackets roster analysis 2.0: A good quandary for coach Brad Larsen 

 

Aaron Portzline 

7-9 minutes 04/10/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — This is the kind of heartburn Blue Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen was hoping for when training camp opened last month. 

Larsen had some idea of what his starting lineup would look like in the 
Oct. 14 opener against Tampa Bay, but the second-year coach wanted 
some camp “disrupters,” a few players who could push for roster spots 
and challenge his best-laid plans. 

“This is exactly what I wanted,” Larsen said of the head-scratching that 
has ensued. “There are going to be some hard decisions. There are 
going to be some guys who are playing really well who are not going to 
make the opening roster. These games at the end (of camp) are going to 
be very important for guys.” 

Larsen would not name names, but he didn’t have to. 

At the start of training camp, it was hard to find lineup spots for Yegor 
Chinakhov, Justin Danforth and especially Carson Meyer. But all three 
have had impressive camps. 

“Some guys have moved higher up in the lineup and some guys have put 
themselves in the discussion to stay, absolutely,” Larsen said. 

Let’s be honest: Contracts play a role in these decisions. The adage 
when it comes to predicting a lineup is to “count the NHL deals.” That’s a 
nice way of saying that NHL clubs, especially in the salary cap era, are 
reluctant to bury players with one-way NHL contracts in the minor 
leagues. 

But Larsen didn’t rule it out. 

Emil Bemstrom ($900,000) and Mathieu Olivier ($750,000), for example, 
are due their NHL salaries even if they’re sent to the minors, but 
Chinakhov, Kent Johnson, Kirill Marchenko and Meyer are under two-
way deals, meaning they would make far less money in the AHL. 
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“If it comes down to an NHL guy who’s on the outs (with our roster 
decisions), there’s not much we can do other than to say … they just 
needed to perform better,” Larsen said. “It comes down to performance.” 

The Blue Jackets will play a mostly NHL lineup in Thursday’s preseason 
game against St. Louis and again two nights later in Washington, the 
preseason finale. Sprinkled into those lineups, he said, will be the last 
few players in battles for jobs on both ends of the ice. 

The hardest cuts will come Sunday, with NHL rosters due to be finalized 
by Monday. 

Here’s a read on the situation through Monday’s 8-1 loss to Carolina. 
Only players still in camp are listed; those with asterisks are in camp on 
player tryout agreements. 

Forwards (22) 

Roster locks (9): Justin Danforth, Johnny Gaudreau, Boone Jenner, Sean 
Kuraly, Patrik Laine, Eric Robinson, Jack Roslovic, Cole Sillinger, Jakub 
Voracek. 

Bubble boys (5): Yegor Chinahov, Kent Johnson, Kirill Marchenko, 
Carson Meyer, Mathieu Olivier. 

AHL/Europe (7): Emil Bemstrom, Josh Dunne, Liam Foudy, Brendan 
Gaunce, Joona Luoto, Victor Rask*, Owen Sillinger. 

Injured (1): Gus Nyquist (lower body), day-to-day. 

Observations 

The best news here is that Sillinger, after getting injured (upper body) on 
the first day of training camp, made his preseason debut Monday in 
Carolina. “We’re not in the third round of the playoffs,” Larsen said, 
explaining the patient approach to Sillinger’s return. “We’ve been able to 
afford that time to get him healthy, and he’s good to go.” 

This may be an oversimplified approach, but it could be that three of 
those five players on the bubble make the cut and fill out the 13 forwards. 
If the Blue Jackets keep 14 forwards, you can pick four of the five on the 
bubble. 

I’m keeping Jenner among the “roster locks” even though he hasn’t yet 
played in a preseason game. The club insists Jenner is merely being 
protected after he missed the final 23 games of the season with a back 
injury. The “hope,” Larsen said, is that Jenner will make his preseason 
debut Thursday against St. Louis. 

Kent Johnson has been dropped to the bubble from a lock after playing 
three preseason games without generating a point. He’s been pretty 
good, actually, and I’d bet he makes the cut. But it’s not out of the 
question that he gets squeezed by one of the players who are having 
strong camps. 

How do you keep Chinakhov out of the opening-night lineup? He scored 
his fourth preseason goal in Monday’s loss in Carolina, one of the few 
bright spots for Columbus. He’s tied for the NHL lead in preseason 
scoring, for what that’s worth. 

At the start of camp, you would have said Olivier was on solid footing 
after the Blue Jackets traded a fourth-round pick to Nashville to acquire 
him over the summer. But he has not had a great camp. 

Meyer has worked his way up to bubble status with a particularly strong 
camp. It’s still an uphill battle for a guy with a two-way contract to 
supplant a player on a one-way deal, but Meyer is giving it a run. He has 
two goals, but it’s his board work and willingness to battle that have 
impressed coaches. 

I’ve dropped Emil Bemstrom from the bubble. Of all the guys with NHL 
deals, he seems the most likely to get a ticket to AHL Cleveland if he 
clears NHL waivers. The organizational depth has caught up to 
Bemstrom. 

Nyquist was injured in a preseason game over the weekend but is listed 
as day-to-day. 

Defensemen (11) 

Roster locks (5): Jake Bean, Adam Boqvist, Vladislav Gavrikov, Erik 
Gudbranson, Andrew Peeke. 

Bubble boys (2): Nick Blankenburg, Jake Christiansen. 

AHL/Europe (3): Ole Julian Bjorkvik-Holm, Ben Harpur*, David Jiricek. 

Injured (1): Zach Werenski (illness), day-to-day. 

Observations 

Werenski will obviously be a lock as soon as he gets over an illness, so 
that leaves room for one of the bubble players. If the Blue Jackets decide 
to keep only 13 forwards, it’s not out of the question that they’d keep 
eight defensemen. 

There’s a persistent urge to list Bean among the “bubble boys.” His $2.3 
million salary is sparing him. It’s hard to imagine the club will swallow that 
kind of money by sending him to the AHL, but it shouldn’t be a surprise if 
he opens the season out of the lineup as the club’s No. 7. He’s had a 
thoroughly mediocre training camp. 

Blankenburg and Christiansen cleared one hurdle Monday when Gavin 
Bayreuther, in the running for a roster spot, was placed on waivers. If 
Bayreuther clears at 2 p.m. Tuesday, he’ll be sent to AHL Cleveland, 
according to the club. 

The Blue Jackets have yet to make a call on Jiricek, the No. 6 pick in this 
summer’s draft. He could go back to Czechia or to AHL Cleveland if he 
doesn’t make the NHL roster. “Nothing has been ruled out,” Larsen said. 
“He’s an underaged defenseman, but there’s a lot to like about his 
game.” Jiricek keeps getting more comfortable on the smaller ice and 
with the more direct style of play in North America. 

Goaltenders (4) 

Roster locks (1): Elvis Merzlikins. 

Bubble boy (1): Daniil Tarasov. 

AHL/junior/Europe (1): Jet Greaves. 

Injured (1): Joonas Korpisalo (hip). 

Observations 

Merzlikins has been one of the bright spots for the Blue Jackets in camp, 
stopping 54 of 55 shots in two games. He’ll likely get one more game this 
preseason, and he could be in for a heavy workload in the early part of 
the season. 

Tarasov left Monday’s game against Carolina early as a “precaution,” 
according to Larsen. No word on any possible injury, but it’s something to 
follow closely over the next few days. The longer it takes before 
Korpisalo (hip) sees game action, the more likely that Tarasov would 
serve as Merzlikins’ backup at the start of the season. 

If Tarasov is injured, the Blue Jackets may want to keep an eye on the 
waiver wire for a veteran goaltender to help them get through the early 
season. Stay tuned. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.05.2022 

1206110 San Jose Sharks 

 

Takeaways from Sharks-Eisbären Berlin: Top line chugs along, but 
power play sputters 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 5, 2022 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-7 minutes 05/10/2022 

 

The San Jose Sharks’ next scheduled practice prior to their regular 
season opener Friday against the Nashville Predators will mark only the 
third time all of the team’s NHL regulars have skated together on one 
sheet of ice since training camp began last month. 

The first time was Monday at a modest-sized rink in Berlin. The second 
time was Tuesday for an exhibition game inside 17,000-seat Mercedes-
Benz Arena. 

Perhaps that’s part of the reason why the Sharks had something of an 
uneven start against Eisbären Berlin, even trailing by one goal late in the 
second period. 

But the Sharks found a rhythm as the game went on and earned a 3-1 
win over Eisbären on goals by Tomas Hertl, Steven Lorentz, and Luke 
Kunin to conclude the exhibition portion of their schedule. 

Hertl and Lorentz scored even-strength goals 40 seconds apart late in 
the second period to give the Sharks the lead and Kunin scored an 
insurance goal shorthanded at the 11:56 mark of the third to quell Berlin’s 
upset bid in front of its raucous home crowd. 

“I don’t think anybody panicked. We just play our hockey and score two 
quick goals to change the game,” Hertl said. “But it wasn’t an easy game 
tonight.” 

Takeaways from Tuesday’s game. 

1. TOP LINE CARRIES ON: Over the last three seasons when the 
Sharks lost a top-six forward for any length of time, it severely impacted 
the rest of their relatively thin lineup. But with a deeper group this year, it 
appears the Sharks might be better able to withstand such an absence, 
at least for the short term. 

With Alexander Barabanov injured and not on the trip, the Sharks have 
turned to Kunin to fill in at right wing on the top line with Hertl and Timo 
Meier. So far, he seems to be doing fine. 

The trio, which has skated together for much of the last week with 
Barabanov unavailable, dominated possession at even strength in the 
Sharks’ 7-3 win over the Vegas Golden Knights on Friday and created a 
handful of scoring chances Tuesday. 

“I really like him. He’s fast, he’s aggressive, he works hard on every shift, 
he gets a lot of pucks for us,” Hertl said of Kunin, who was acquired from 
Nashville in the offseason. 

“Honestly, I didn’t know what to really expect from him but it’s a lot of fun. 
Hopefully, we have a good connection on Friday and score some goals, 
but I’ve really liked playing the last couple of games with him.” 

Last season with Evander Kane out of the picture, the Sharks moved 
Meier up to the top line with Hertl and Barabanov. That line had a terrific 
statistical year, but Logan Couture’s line suffered as a result. Meier also 
spent some time with Couture to help provide a spark, but that would 
negatively affect the Hertl line. 

It’s a lot to ask of Kunin, who has never had more than 31 points in a 
season, to be a top-six forward for a long time. But with no timetable for 
when Barabanov might return, Kunin is the Sharks’ best option for right 
now. 

“I think one of my strengths is being able to play up and down the lineup,” 
Kunin said before Tuesday’s game. “Right now that’s with Tommy and 
Timo and I just want to do whatever I can to help those guys, help out 
any way offensively but also be reliable in all areas.” 

2. POWER PLAY SPUTTERS: The Sharks went 0-for-3 on the power 
play Tuesday, which included a 49-second 5-on-3 in the second period 

when the Sharks maybe had a little too much room to play with and 
weren’t directing enough shots toward the net. 

The Sharks scored five power-play goals in five NHL preseason games. 
They obviously need to take advantage of those opportunities more often 
considering how tough it might be for them to score 5-on-5 goals this 
season, after being 32nd in that category last season. 

On the plus side, San Jose did kill all four penalties it took against an 
Eisbären team hurt by the absence of five injured players. 

Sharks coach David Quinn said he might tweak the personnel a bit on 
the power play units, “but nothing drastic.” 

“I thought our power play was pretty good early, then we had the 5-on-3 
and I didn’t think we were very opportunistic there or really had much 
flow there,” Quinn said. “They did a good job killing it. But we’ve got to be 
better in those situations. We all know how important a 5-on-3 is, you’ve 
got to take advantage of those opportunities. 

“A little bit disappointing we didn’t, but we’ll get better at it.” 

3. GADJOVICH’S IMPACT: At this point, it would be a surprise not to see 
winger Jonah Gadjovich on the 23-man roster this weekend – for a 
variety of reasons. 

One is, the Sharks likely do not want to risk losing Gadjovich to another 
team, as they would need to place him on waivers to assign him to the 
AHL. Two is because he’s asserted himself quite nicely on the Sharks’ 
fourth line whenever he’s played in the preseason. 

Gadjovich had two goals and two assists in two NHL preseason games 
and had a hand in Lorentz’s second-period goal Tuesday. Gadjovich 
went into the corner to the left of the Eisbären net and bodied a Berlin 
player off the puck, which eventually came back to Erik Karlsson. His 
shot from inside the blue line was tipped by Lorentz into the net for a 2-1 
Sharks lead. 
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Eisbären Berlin smelled an upset. Then the Sharks found another gear 

 

Curtis Pashelka 
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The raucous crowd at Mercedes-Benz Arena was buzzing after Eisbären 
Berlin took a one-goal lead over the San Jose Sharks midway through 
the second period of Tuesday’s exhibition game. 

Maybe, just maybe, their hometown team could upset an NHL franchise. 

Then Tomas Hertl scored off a nifty backhand feed from Timo Meier late 
in the second period to tie the game, and 40 seconds later, Steven 
Lorentz tipped a shot from Erik Karlsson past goalie Juho Markkanen to 
give the Sharks the lead. 

Luke Kunin scored a shorthanded goal in the third period to put the game 
away, as the Sharks did what they needed to do Tuesday to earn a 3-1 
win over Eisbären to conclude the exhibition portion of their schedule. 

San Jose travels to the Czech Republic on Wednesday and will play the 
Nashville Predators on Friday and Saturday at O2 Arena in Prague to 
open the regular season. 

Starting Sharks goalie James Reimer didn’t allow a goal before he was 
replaced by Kaapo Kahkonen with 8:35 left in the second period. 
Kahkonen, though, allowed a goal on the first shot he saw, as a wrist 
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shot by Giovanni Fiore past Karlsson’s legs beat him low glove side with 
7:50 to go in the second. 

The goal fired up everybody in attendance at the 17,000-seat arena. 

“It’s obviously very different,” Lorentz said. “The chanting and they kind of 
jump around and the drums that they have even during the play. There 
were a couple of times that I was just sitting back on the bench, and you 
enjoy the passion they were showing for their home team.” 

“The home fans, the drums, singing, that’s what I’m actually used to for 
all my life before I got to the NHL,” said Hertl, who was born in Prague. 
“That’s kind of the European style of fans.” 

But it also seemed to help the Sharks find another gear. 

On their first goal, Meier took a pass from Hertl below the Berlin goal line, 
waited momentarily, and found Hertl with a return pass. Hertl, entering 
the first year of an eight-year, $65.1 million contract, then beat 
Markkanen at the 17:06 mark of the second period. 

Lorentz gave the Sharks the lead 40 seconds later. After Jonah 
Gadjovich created a turnover deep in Berlin’s zone, the puck came back 
to Karlsson, whose shot was redirected by Lorentz into the net. 

The Sharks’ first two goals came at even strength as they went 0-for-3 
with the man advantage, which included a 49-second two-man power 
play in the second period. 

The Sharks knew they would get a competitive game from Berlin, which 
has won the German League championship the last two years. The game 
was also played on an international-sized ice surface, which is 15 feet 
wider than the standard 200×80-feet NHL rink. 

Still, Eisbären, who has Sharks draft pick Manuel Wiederer among its 
ranks, was missing five of its regular players and seemed to wear down 
as the game went on. 

Tuesday’s game represented the Sharks’ first chance to play together as 
a full team as only about half – or less – of the NHL regulars competed in 
each of their five preseason games in the United States. 

The Sharks had six newcomers in Tuesday’s lineup, which will largely be 
the same for their season-opener on Friday against the Predators. The 
new players were forwards Kunin, Lorentz, Oskar Lindblom, Evgeny 
Svechnikov, and defensemen Matt Benning and Scott Harrington. 

“It was a fun feeling,” Meier said. “I think in the beginning we didn’t start 
the way we wanted to, but I think overall it was a great experience, a 
great crowd and we won the game. So overall, just a great experience, 
and everybody enjoyed it.” 
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Why Sharks are sitting top two rookies today (and likely in Friday’s 
season opener, too) 
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Rookie forwards William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau will not play in 
the San Jose Sharks’ exhibition game today with Eisbären Berlin and 
likely won’t dress in the regular season opener on Friday, either. 

Bordeleau, Eklund, winger Jeffrey Viel, and defenseman Nick Cicek are 
expected to be among the healthy scratches for today’s game at 
Mercedes-Benz Arena in Berlin, as the Sharks start a lineup that will 

closely resemble the one they plan to have on the ice Friday in Prague 
against the Nashville Predators. 

Eklund, taken seventh overall by San Jose in 2021, and Bordeleau, taken 
38th overall in 2020, each have NHL experience, earned kudos from 
coach David Quinn in camp, and are considered the Sharks’ top two 
rookie prospects. 

Quinn, though, said Eklund and Bordeleau still need to earn their way 
into the lineup. The Sharks also play Nashville on Saturday to finish the 
Global Series event at O2 Arena. 

“They need to continue to improve and do the things that we’ve 
addressed with them that will allow them to be successful NHL players,” 
Quinn said of Bordeleau and Eklund before Tuesday’s game. “We’re 
really happy with their progress. This is not in any way, shape, or form 
saying that we’re disappointed with them. 

“It’s a tough league. It’s a hard league for young players to play in and 
they’re certainly continuing to make strides and being the players they 
need to be.” 

The Sharks also need to get their roster down from 27 to 23 players prior 
to Friday’s game, and Eklund, Bordeleau, and Cicek do not require 
waivers. 

It’s possible that the Sharks waive Viel before Friday and keep 13 
forwards, seven defensemen, and three goalies on the active roster for 
this weekend. 

By doing that, the Sharks would not have to expose defensemen Jaycob 
Megna, goalie Aaron Dell or forwards Evgeny Svechnikov and Jonah 
Gadjovich, who all require waivers to be taken off the roster. 

Alexander Barabanov and defensemen Markus Nutivaara are both 
injured and did not make the trip. For now, the Sharks have Luke Kunin 
taking Barabanov’s spot on the top line with Tomas Hertl and Timo 
Meier, and Scott Harrington taking Nutivaara’s spot alongside Erik 
Karlsson. 

“I think one of my strengths is being able to play up and down the lineup,” 
Kunin said. “Right now that’s with Tommy and Timo and just want to do 
whatever I can to help those guys, help out any way offensively but also 
be reliable in all areas.” 

“Just trying to show a new team what I’ve got and keep improving and 
keep trying to get comfortable playing with different guys,” said 
Harrington, who signed a one-year deal with the Sharks on Friday. “It’s 
been fun playing with Erik. Obviously, he’s a great player, so I’m just 
trying to build chemistry as quick as I can, keep things simple and try to 
communicate a lot.” 

Other Sharks forward lines, per reports, have wingers Oskar Lindblom 
and Kevin Labanc on Logan Couture’s line, Matt Nieto and Noah Gregor 
on the third line with Nick Bonino, and Steven Lorentz centering the 
fourth line with wingers Gadjovich and Svechnikov. 
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BERLIN — Scott Harrington has played 19 games in the league over the 
past two seasons and didn’t have an NHL contract until three days prior 
to the club’s first practice Monday in Germany ahead of its last 
preseason game. 

Markus Nutivaara has played 31 games in the NHL over the past two 
seasons (one in 2021-22). He is not with the team in Europe because of 
an injury, and coach David Quinn said he doesn’t expect the offseason 
addition (or forward Alexander Barabanov) to join the team in Prague 
when the Sharks play the Predators twice this weekend to kick off the 
2022-23 NHL campaign. 

Jaycob Megna was a 28-year-old defenseman with 43 career NHL 
games at this time 12 months ago, before more than doubled his total by 
appearing in 44 contests for San Jose last year. He replaced Jake 
Middleton, the club’s breakout success story before being traded to 
Minnesota for goalie Kaapo Kahkonen, as another feel-good story of a 
player who needed a long time in the minors before earning a regular 
spot in an NHL lineup. 

What do those three guys have in common? They are all left-handed 
defensemen on the Sharks roster, and they are the top three candidates 
to play next to Erik Karlsson, at least early on, in the 2022-23 season. 
Megna played with him some last season after Middleton was traded. 
Nutivaara was next to him to start camp before the injury. Harrington was 
next to him Monday in Berlin, will likely be paired with him Tuesday night 
against Eisbären Berlin at Mercedes-Benz Arena and would be the 
betting favorite right now to play alongside the two-time Norris Trophy 
winner Friday night in Prague. 

Mario Ferraro is the club’s top left-handed defenseman, but he and 
Karlsson have not meshed well in the past and the Sharks have to this 
point in camp so far decided that he will anchor the second pairing, next 
to Marc-Edouard Vlasic. Both Radim Simek and Vlasic could in theory 
get a chance to play next to Karlsson at some point as well. 

The Sharks traded Brent Burns to Carolina during the offseason and lost 
2020-21 team rookie of the year Nikolai Knyzhov for much or all of this 
coming season because of a late-summer Achilles injury. That means 
there are even more questions about the defense corps than there might 
have been when Mike Grier was named general manager in July. 

Grier added Nutivaara and Matt Benning shortly after getting the job in 
free agency, then signed Harrington to a PTO just before training camp 
started. The Sharks hope some combination of those additions, a leap 
forward for Ferraro, a season of better health for Karlsson and a fresh 
start for Vlasic and Simek could help offset the loss of Burns and maybe 
make the club’s defense corps better than people expect. 

But it is fair to say that prognosticators around the NHL expect this to be 
a trouble spot for the Sharks, to put it mildly. Potentially one of the worst 
defense corps in the NHL, to put it more bluntly. The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s model projects Arizona to have the worst defense corps 
by total value among the top six, but San Jose is 31st and the only club 
projected to play four defenders with a below replacement-level score at 
their lineup slot. Other prognostications project similar doubts about the 
defense. 

So, there are two ways this could play out, just based on that. One is 
poorly. 

The other is … not poorly, in which case some combination of Grier, 
Quinn, new assistant coach Ryan Warsofsky and the players will earn 
credit for outpacing outside expectations — though this group is still 
unlikely to meet what normal expectations would be for a defense corps 
that costs this much against the salary cap. 

But let’s get to your expectations. This is part two of an exercise that 
started last week with the forwards. 

I’ll offer up four choices for each individual defenseman and goaltender. 
At the bottom of the story, you fill out the survey and choose the one that 
lines up most closely with your expectations for him. There will be a step 
back, status quo, small step forward and big step forward scenario for 

each. And there will be a couple of bonus poll questions at the end that 
tie into the start of this story. 

A quick reminder: Vote based on your expectations. If your reaction is, 
“That’s wild, but I really hope it happens” or “how dare you even suggest 
that,” those are not your current expectations for the player. 

Here we go. 

Erik Karlsson 

2021-22: 50 GP, 10 goals, 35 points, 23:28 

Step back: His health doesn’t dominate the discourse about his season, 
but a bigger problem is he fails to regain the early-season form he had a 
year ago. He can’t make the club look much better when he is on the ice 
at even strength and the power play misses Burns. 

Status quo: Plays well, tilts the ice in San Jose’s favor when he’s on the 
ice, but misses 20-plus games again. 

Step forward: Plays well, tilts the ice in San Jose’s favor when he’s on 
the ice, helps one of the lefties to a career season playing next to him 
and suits up for 70 games for the first time since his Ottawa days. 

Big step forward: Plays well, tilts the ice in San Jose’s favor when he’s on 
the ice and regains his place as an elite power-play quarterback while 
helping the Sharks to finish in the top 16 in the league with the extra 
man. Karlsson is a legitimate candidate for selection to the All-Star game 
and earns some down-ballot Norris Trophy votes for the first time since 
2019. 

Mario Ferraro 

2021-22: 63 GP, 2 goals, 14 points, 23:00 

Step back: Takes the lead on the shutdown pairing early in the season, 
but that doesn’t go well. Doesn’t take the offensive leap the Sharks need 
from him, either in traditional or advanced metrics. 

Status quo: Finishes the year with the second-most minutes per game 
behind Karlsson. Coaches and teammates praise his play, while the 
analytics crowd remains more skeptical of his impact. 

Step forward: Shows the ability to influence the game more when his 
team has the puck, both in transition and offensive-zone play. He has 42 
career points right now, and looks like he could approach that number for 
much of the season. 

Big step forward: Pushes Karlsson for the team lead in time on ice per 
game, spends most of the year as the PP2 quarterback, reaches 40-plus 
points and proves he can drive play at even strength despite tougher 
assignments. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic  

2021-22: 75 GP, 3 goals, 14 points, 15:13 

Step back: It doesn’t work next to Ferraro on the second pairing, and he 
spends most of the campaign fighting for playing time in a crowded back 
half of the defense corps. 

Status quo: He’s functional, and spends the season as one of the club’s 
six best options to play every night. 

Step forward: He develops some chemistry next to Ferraro, and they help 
the club tread water against tough matchups. His average time on ice 
increases from the previous year for the first time since 2017-18. 

Big step forward: There are plenty of stories about how the fresh start 
with Quinn and Warsofsky was a success for both Vlasic and the Sharks. 
He gets back to being one of the club’s top penalty killers and is solid at 
even strength. 

Radim Simek 

2021-22: 36 GP 1 goal, 2 points, 13:17 
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Step back: Loses his spot in the lineup once Nutivaara is ready, and then 
slips behind a call-up or two in the pecking order again. 

Status quo: Spends half the year as a regular on the third pairing, but is 
in and out of the lineup later in the year and where he fits in the final year 
of his contract is definitely not clear. 

Step forward: Becomes an everyday guy on the third pairing, posts solid 
defensive numbers and looks like a solid bet to play in the same role a 
year from now. 

Big step forward: Finds his groove again as a hard-hitting, chance-
suppressing defenseman. Plays in most of the games and for more than 
15 minutes per for the second time in his career. 

Matt Benning  

2021-22 (Predators): 65 GP, 0 goals, 11 points, 16:20 

Step back: Struggles to settle in with his new team, ends up on the 
outside looking in when everyone is healthy and later in the year even 
when the current group is not. 

Status quo: Just a solid professional, and spends the year as a league-
average third-pairing guy. That’s an upgrade from what San Jose has 
iced in that part of the lineup many nights in recent seasons. 

Step forward: Finishes the year as the most valuable guy among a 
rotation of players who saw No. 5-6 defenseman, doesn’t look out of 
place in a few chances to play on the second pairing and approaches 15 
points for the first time since 2018-19. 

Big step forward: Ends the year playing on the second pairing and is a 
regular on the second power-play unit. Finishes in the top four on the 
club in minutes played per game, surpassing his career best of 16:37 set 
his rookie year. 

Markus Nutivaara 

2021-22 (Panthers): 1 GP, 0 goals, 1 point, 7:01 

Step back: This preseason injury begets another and his inability to stay 
healthy threatens to derail his NHL career. 

Status quo: He plays, but doesn’t handle the spot next to Karlsson 
particularly well and spends most of his time in the lineup as a third-
pairing guy. 

Step forward: The injury issues become a thing of the past, and he 
becomes a regular in the lineup for the Sharks. Plays a steady, solid 
game. The club makes it clear they’d like him back next season at the 
end of this one. 

Big step forward: Moves back into the spot next to Karlsson and it works 
for much of the season. He helps on the PK as well, stays healthy and is 
in line for a multiyear contract before the start of free agency. 

Jaycob Megna 

2021-22: 44 GP, 2 goals, 8 points, 19:07 

Step back: Starts the year as a healthy scratch, never seems to find favor 
with the new coaching staff and spends much of the season back in the 
AHL. 

Status quo: Gets a few chances to play semi-regularly because of 
injuries and others’ performances, plays about half of the club’s games. 

Step forward: Spends the entire season in the NHL, plays in more than 
half the games and finishes the year as the preferred partner for 
Karlsson. Nothing too flashy, but Karlsson’s numbers are better next to 
him than the other options. 

Big step forward: Doesn’t take long to become a regular in the lineup, 
and doesn’t relinquish it. Plays a lot with Karlsson and on the PK. 
Finishes the season third on the club in time on ice per game behind 
Karlsson and Ferraro. 

Scott Harrington 

2021-22 (Blue Jackets): 7 GP, 0 goals, 1 point, 14:28 

Step back: Doesn’t go well for him in Europe, loses his spot in the lineup 
before the team goes on the road after two games at SAP Center and 
pends the rest of the season in the AHL. 

Status quo: Ends up back in the AHL when Nutivaara is healthy. Gets a 
couple of brief chances to fill in at the NHL level, but never really a string 
of games to show he can stick around for a while. 

Step forward: Plays well enough early on to convince the Sharks to keep 
eight defensemen for a bit, then gets enough injury-related luck around 
him to stick with the big club for much of the season. Becomes the 
seventh defenseman when everyone is healthy, but gets into 20-plus 
games. 

Big step forward: Becomes a good story of someone who found his way 
back into a regular NHL lineup with a good start to the season. Spends 
some time playing with Karlsson, but settles in as a 16-17 minute-per-
night guy who doesn’t hurt the club in the possession metrics. 

Ryan Merkley 

2021-22: 39 GP, 1 goal, 6 points, 15:23 

Step back: Is expected to be the No. 1 defenseman for the Barracuda, 
but slips down the depth chart and falls behind others like Nick Cicek, 
Artemi Kniazev and Santeri Hatakka in line for potential NHL call-ups. 

Status quo: Plays pretty well for the Barracuda, gets a couple of 
opportunities with the Sharks and shows flashes of the player he’s 
capable of being. Ultimately, though, where he fits next season and 
beyond is still a big question mark. 

Step forward: Shows clear improvements with the Barracuda, and is a 
little more consistent this time around with the Sharks. He’s a little more 
productive at the NHL level and looks closer to being ready to handle his 
responsibilities in the defensive end. 

Big step forward: Finishes the season as a regular in the Sharks lineup, 
becomes the club’s best option to run the second power-play unit and 
goes into the offseason projected to start the 2023-24 campaign as a 
regular at even strength and on the power play. 

Nick Cicek 

2021-22: 53 GP for the Barracuda, 5 goals, 25 points 

Step back: Cicek doesn’t play in Europe and slips down the Barracuda 
depth chart in his second season as a pro. A few Barracuda defensemen 
get the call to join the Sharks as injuries and transactions happen, but he 
does not. 

Status quo: He goes back to the Barracuda after Europe, but plays well 
for a much-improved club. He’s one of the first defensemen recalled, 
makes his NHL debut and sees limited minutes in a few games. 

Step forward: He sticks with the NHL club for a while after Europe, earns 
a top-pairing role for much of the AHL season and doesn’t look out of 
place when he gets a chance to rejoin the Sharks and play. Looks like 
someone who could be an NHL regular in future seasons. 

Big step forward: He is this season’s Middleton or Megna. Surprisingly 
ends up playing close to half the season with the Sharks, and settles in a 
steady but not flashy guy who the coaches trust to play 15-17 minutes a 
night. 

James Reimer 

2021-22: 48 GP, 19-17-10, .911 SV%, 2.90 GAA 

Step back: Gets outplayed by Kahkonen, who becomes the de facto 
starting goalie. There isn’t a trade market for him before the deadline, 
and he enters the offseason with an uncertain NHL future. 
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Status quo: He and Kahkonen both put together solid seasons with 
around league average save percentages. They split time for most of the 
year when both are healthy, and he gets a chance to join a playoff team 
just before the trade deadline. 

Step forward: He and Kahkonen both play well, each pushing the .915 
range in save percentage and help the Sharks become a surprisingly 
team out most nights. There are multiple suitors for him at the deadline, 
including at least one team that wants him to start games in the playoffs 
for them. 

Big step forward: Reimer approaches .920 for the first time since 2016-17 
and is again one of the top two or three most valuable players on the 
team. He is the best goalie who might be available at the deadline, but 
the Sharks have to think seriously about keeping him, either because 
they’re in the playoff hunt or because they want to keep the Reimer-
Kahkonen pairing together for at least one more season. 

Kaapo Kahkonen 

2021-22: 36 GP, 14-14-4, .912 SV%, 2.87 GAA 

Step back: Gets outplayed by Reimer early in the season, never really 
gets the chance to be the No. 1 and the Sharks are expected to look for a 
starter in the coming offseason. 

Status quo: Spends a little time as the de facto No. 1 in net for San Jose, 
but never really takes full control of the job. Has a solid season, and the 
Sharks feel comfortable with him as part of a No. 1A/B tandem moving 
forward. 

Step forward: Sets a new career high in games played, the numbers 
don’t look as good as he played in spurts and he finishes the year as the 
starting goalie. 

Big step forward: Takes command of the net for a long stretch and 
finishes with 50-plus games played. Sets a new career-best in save 
percentage (.914 or higher) and the Sharks go into the offseason hoping 
to lock him into a long-term contract as the starting goalie. 

Aaron Dell  

2021-22 (Sabres): 12 GP, 1-8-1, .893 SV%, 4.03 GAA 

Step back: Gets sent to the AHL after the Sharks return home from 
Europe and never gets a chance to come back. Given the two younger 
goalies the Barracuda have as options, he doesn’t see a lot of action 
down a level, either. 

Status quo: Spends most of the year in the AHL, but does get a few brief 
opportunities with the Sharks. The results aren’t great, and where he fits 
next season is a question. 

Step forward: Improves his AHL numbers from last season, and earns a 
timeshare of work with the Barracuda. Produces around league average 
numbers in a handful of NHL games. 

Big step forward: Plays well enough in the AHL to be the first goalie 
recalled, ahead of Strauss Mann or Eetu Makiniemi. Ends the season the 
club’s No. 2 goaltender, either because of injury or a Reimer trade. 
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BERLIN – David Quinn doesn’t give up a lot – unless he’s talking about 
how handsome Derek Lalonde is, or isn’t. 

Quinn Can’t Believe Lalonde Ranked 3rd-Most Handsome Coach in NHL 

The new San Jose Sharks head coach doesn’t even appear to show 
lines at morning skate. Usually, coaches do that. And hey, it’s his team, 
more power to him. All that means is we have to watch what Quinn does 
in games a lot more closely. 

Instead of rolling his four lines, Quinn has opted to spend more time on 
the power play during morning skate. As a result, we usually know who’s 
going to be on the power play in a game, at least. 

Now it’s just preseason, and it’s possible that Quinn is just putting a little 
more emphasis on the power play in reaction to a compressed 
preseason schedule. So maybe we’ll see those ever-helpful morning 
skate lines soon. 

Or maybe this trend will continue into the regular season? 

So here’s one thing that I saw, or didn’t see, last night in the Sharks’ 3-1 
victory over Eisbaren Berlin at Mercedes-Benz Arena: Not a lot of Erik 
Karlsson on the penalty kill. 

Instead, the San Jose Sharks were very consistent in deploying Marc-
Edouard Vlasic-Mario Ferraro as their top PK defensive pairing, followed 
by Radim Simek-Matt Benning. Karlsson only came out near the end of 
PKs, as the play was transitioning back to 5-on-5. 

Of course, some of you might say, Erik Karlsson doesn’t play defense! 

But then, there’s this stat: Since the Sharks have traded for Karlsson, 
their penalty killing is second-best in the NHL. And Karlsson has been no 
small part of that – only Brent Burns and Vlasic have played more on the 
PK than Karlsson among San Jose rearguards since 2018-19. 

So why would you take one of your better penalty-killing defensemen off 
the PK? 

Corey Masisak of The Athletic had a theory, and it could be a sound one, 
subject to testing in the regular season. 

In Vlasic, Ferraro, Simek, and Benning – and probably even in Scott 
Harrington and Jaycob Megna – you have a wealth of potential defensive 
PK’ers. However, you only have one Karlsson for the power play. 

So could Quinn be saving Karlsson for 5-on-5 and PP? It would be 
sensible: The two-time Norris Trophy is 32, not 22, and the San Jose 
Sharks’ hopes this season rest a lot on his inconstant health. 

On the other hand, Karlsson’s usage in his two other preseason usages 
suggest the Sharks are going to use him in every situation, and plenty. 

On Sept. 25 versus the Los Angeles Kings, Karlsson led the Sharks with 
24:07 played. He spent 7:13 on the power play and 3:00 on the penalty 
kill. For what it’s worth, in a penalty-filled affair, he was the least-used 
San Jose blueliner short-handed. 

On Sept. 30 at Vegas, Karlsson led the Sharks with 24:23 played. He 
spent 1:55 on the PP and 3:27 on the PK, leading San Jose in both 
categories. 

Last night in Berlin, they didn’t track time on ice publicly, but Karlsson 
and Harrington were clearly the least-used Sharks defenders on the kill. 

Quinn did say that he thinks lines in last night’s preseason finale should 
mostly mirror how San Jose will open the regular season against the 
Nashville Predators. 

Will Karlsson’s penalty-killing usage follow suit? Might San Jose try to 
find some rest for EK65 by 86’ing his PK usage? 
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BERLIN — The San Jose Sharks visit the Eisbaren Berlin at Mercedes-
Benz Arena in their preseason finale. Eisbaren got off to the surprise 
lead, but Tomas Hertl and Steven Lorentz goals prevented the upset. 
Luke Kunin iced it later. 

Period 1 

It’s honestly hard to judge tonight because the level of competition isn’t, 
no disrespect, the best measuring stick. Even if say the Sharks lose. But 
what this game, I think, is useful for is a final tune-up for the games that 
count on Friday and Saturday, so I’ll try to watch this as a systems and 
schemes and lines thing. 

6 in: Looks like the San Jose Sharks are running a 2-1-2 forecheck? F2 
reads the F1, will back off if F1 is exerting impactful pressure. 

Couture-Lorentz-Vlasic-Ferraro to start PK. Now Kunin-Hertl-Benning-
Simek. Interesting, no Karlsson. It was Corey Masisak’s theory that they’ll 
save Karlsson by giving his PK time to their plethora of defensive 
defensemen. He might be right. Karlsson does come out for end of PK, 
but that’s as we transition to 5-on-5 play. 

I had the theory that they’d just run Karlsson until the wheels come off, 
but it’s sensible, with their personnel, to save Karlsson from PK, no 
matter how much he wants to play it. 

Now Couture-Kunin-Vlasic-Ferraro to start PK. Then Hertl-Bonino 
(thought we might see Nieto, who was in the box last time), and Simek-
Benning. So the rest Karlsson thing has legs, I think? 

Period 2 

Now Bonino-Nieto to start PK to start period, but once again, Vlasic-
Ferraro headline PK defense. 

Kunin on PP1 again. Still double drop on entry, Kunin is most likely net 
front and high slot. 

Hertl goal: Tommy restores some order with a pretty give and go with 
Meier. 

Actually, on Lorentz goal, you see a 1-2-2 forecheck in a tie game. I have 
seen two forecheckers too from them, but must be different situations. 
Boughner ran a 2-1-2 in general. 

Period 3 

Bob, I think, was pretty static with his forward combos on PK, like there 
was an order. Now I see Svechnikov out there. I wonder if Quinn is still 
just trying different combos out, or if more of jumble be the norm this year 
for PK’ing forwards? Anyway, D looks stable, Vlasic-Ferraro, Simek-
Benning. This D stability also helps with keeping rest in order, instead of 
mixing your D pairs. 

Kunin goal: That should wrap up a San Jose Sharks’ victory. 
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4-5 minutes 04/10/2022 

 

Welcome guest writer Josh Frojelin! Josh is San Diego State University’s 
Hockey Information Manager. He also writes for Fear the Fin, Future 
Consideration, and the Daily Aztec. 

The San Jose Sharks have made the 12-hour trek to Germany! 

While the focus of the trip will be a tune-up exhibition against German 
club Eisbären Berlin, San Jose’s players have enjoyed their travels as 
part of the NHL Global Series. 

With access to couches and seats transformable to beds, the team’s 
private flight was certainly more comfortable than a standard coach seat. 

After landing, the San Jose Sharks headed to Hertha BSC’s fixture 
against Hoffenheim. Hertha BSC, one of Berlin’s two Bundesliga clubs, 
welcomed the 27 Sharks to their match. 

Sharks’ star winger Timo Meier and Hertha BSC’s owner Fredi Bobic 
exchanged jerseys for the photo-op. Meier, Logan Couture, Noah 
Gregor, and Jaycob Megna also shared what they might want to bring 
from that fan experience to SAP Center: 

What Would Sharks Bring from European Soccer Crowds to SAP 
Center? 

The following day, the Sharks took practice at Berlin’s beautiful 
Wellblechpalast. Despite the recent travel and gorgeous setting, San 
Jose’s practice lasted longer than the scheduled 75 minutes. 

Head coach David Quinn justified the longer session to NHL.com’s 
Amalie Benjamin, explaining, “It was our first full team practice. We 
hadn’t had one yet. 

He would later add that “working hard for an hour and 15 minutes doesn’t 
seem too long to me. Apparently, in the hockey world it is. But that was 
just for today.” 

At the same time, San Jose Sharks president Jonathan Becher was 
claiming a part of Germany for Sharks Territory: 

After practice, players split up for various parts of the NHL Global Fan 
Tour. German-born center Nico Sturm—along with Steven Lorentz—
signed autographs and took part in a fan fair near Mercedes-Benz 
stadium, the site of San Jose’s game today. 

Swiss-born and German-speaking Meier even tested Megna and 
Gregor’s knowledge of the local language. 

Away from the press, Tomas Hertl and Radim Simek headed to the Bud 
Spencer Museum. 

The exhibit features a variety of props, memorabilia, and other objects 
related to the actor’s personal life and film career. Unfortunately, that 
means the Czech skaters will have to leave the car above in favor of the 
team bus today. 

Hertl and Logan Couture had also visited Brandenburg Gate on their own 
earlier. 

UPDATE: And the San Jose Sharks capped off their trip to Berlin with a 
victory! 

Sharks Freeze Eisbären 3-1 in Berlin 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Preseason Preview/Lines #6: Sturm Out, Harrington's Big Berlin 
Opportunity 

 

Sheng Peng 

3-4 minutes 04/10/2022 

 

BERLIN – From PTO to playing with Erik Karlsson, it’s been wild ride for 
Scott Harrington. 

And it continues tonight, where the stay-at-home Harrington will skate 
once again with the offensively-minded Karlsson. 

“I try to keep things pretty simple, move the puck well. I like being 
someone that’s reliable,” the 29-year-old veteran said about why he 
thinks that he fits with Karlsson. “Not just for whoever I’m playing with, 
but the other four guys on the ice. Get the puck out of the zone as quick 
as I can and be hard to play against.” 

San Jose Sharks head coach David Quinn has said that tonight’s line-up 
in the team’s pre-season finale should look close to the opening night 
line-up against the Nashville Predators on Friday in Prague. So 
Harrington’s time at the top of the depth chart should last a bit longer. 

San Jose Sharks (4-1-0) 

Quinn, up to this point, doesn’t show his lines during morning skate. But 
we did confirm that Augsburg native Nico Sturm is out (should be ready 
for the Prague games) tonight, and rookies Thomas Bordeleau and 
William Eklund won’t be playing. 

Quinn said yesterday that Reimer will start, and Kahkonen will relieve 
him halfway. 

I do think Sturm, if he’s healthy, should break into the line-up versus the 
Preds, so that could be the one change when the games count. 

Eisbären Berlin 

Here are some things that stand out about the Eisbaren line-up: Yup, 
that’s the same Manny Wiederer who was in the San Jose Sharks 
organization from 2017 to 2020. It’s also the same Zach Boychuk who’s 
probably followed you on Twitter. 

And Frank and Eric Hördler are living out a dream together: They’re that 
rare father (Frank) and son (Eric) duo in pro hockey. 

It’s the first season that Frank Hördler, 37, and Eric Hördler, 18, have 
played together. 

However, per Randy Hahn, who spoke with Eisbaren head coach Serge 
Aubin, Frank Hödler won’t play tonight because of injury. Also former 
NHL’ers Peter Regin and Brendan Guhle, along with veterans Matt White 
and Leonhard Pfoderi, won’t play either because of injury. So Eisbaren 
will run a pretty young line-up. 

Where to Watch 

The San Jose Sharks will take on Eisbaren Berlin at Mercedes-Benz 
Arena tonight at 8 PM CET and 11 AM PST. Watch it live on NBC Sports 
California and NHL Network. Listen to it on the Sharks Audio Network. 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 

Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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John Hayden trying to fight his way onto Kraken roster — at times literally 

 

Oct. 4, 2022 at 7:06 pm Updated Oct. 4, 2022 at 7:57 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Call Kraken veteran forward hopeful John Hayden anything you want — 
and some have dared try — but don’t call him one-dimensional.  

The fact Hayden went to Yale University, studied political science there 
while captaining the hockey team and graduated by completing courses 
after reaching the NHL is just one giveaway there’s more than a stick, 
helmet and gloves at play here. Gloves, mind you, that Hayden tends to 
drop more than the average NHL player in a bid to punch the helmet off 
any opponent bent on challenging him. 

Yes, Hayden is what sort of passes for an NHL “enforcer” these days — 
which is nothing like it used to be in the 1980s and 1990s, when guys 
with that ominous tag were expected to fight every game, often multiple 
times, while doing little else. Now, with NHL fighting having massively 
declined even as the need to send occasional “messages” to opponents 
remains, a guy that can deliver shots at the net as well as to the chin is 
becoming an understated, if not lost, hockey art. 

“My goal would be to never be one-dimensional,” said Hayden, 27, who’d 
appeared in 240 NHL games over parts of six seasons with Chicago, 
New Jersey, Arizona and Buffalo before the Kraken signed him this 
summer to a one-year, two-way deal worth $750,000 if he can make their 
club. “And to try to bring a Swiss Army Knife mentality every year. Both 
by playing different roles and being able to play up and down lineups. 
And then also just adding things to my game.  

“I know what I’m capable of,” he added. “I’ve just got to compete, and 
then different facets of my game start to show up.” 

Those facets, particularly the hard-grinding parts while also being able to 
handle himself, are why the Kraken are taking a long preseason look at 
Chicago native Hayden for a roster spot. Though they have 6-foot-7, 255-
pound Jamie Oleksiak as a more than capable fighter, losing arguably 
their best defenseman for five minutes every time somebody takes 
liberties with a Kraken player isn’t a recipe for winning. 

In Hayden’s case, he’s built a solid reputation as a 6-3, 227-pound 
centerman who can help NHL teams on checking lines by battling for 
loose pucks and maintaining possession. And if an opponent needs a 
few fistfuls of encouragement to avoid taking cheap shots at Kraken 
players, well, any team would rather have a fourth-liner serve the fighting 
major than a top defenseman.  

Hayden helped his cause last week at Vancouver, engaging in two first-
period fights after the Canucks took an aggressive run at Kraken 
defenseman Michal Kempny that put him out of the game. 

Kraken players were frequently tested by hard-hitting opponents last 
season and didn’t always aggressively respond, such as in Los Angeles 
last March after leading scorer Jared McCann was flung defenselessly 
into the boards by towering Kings forward Quinton Byfield. By responding 
against the Canucks, Hayden wasn’t just exacting payback for the hit on 
Kempny. He was sending a deterrent message to the Canucks and other 
teams that there will be a price to pay for going after Kraken players. 

HockeyFights.com credits Hayden with only 22 career fights in the 
regular season — one in every 10 or so of his games. So the deterrence 
part is real as is there being more than fighting to Hayden’s game. 
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Of course, it helped that Hayden cemented last week’s Vancouver game 
by scoring the tying goal in a Kraken overtime win. The fights were 
expected, but the goal-scoring part was enough to prompt Kraken coach 
Dave Hakstol to praise Hayden afterward for “a hard job” well done. 

Hayden has 15 goals and 20 assists during his career. He didn’t exactly 
grow up dreaming of becoming an NHL heavyweight champ and has no 
designations on such a title.  

He’d been raised with a backyard rink in Denver, where a power game 
built on hard work and competitiveness became his foundation. By 
Hayden’s teens his father, Mark, had become a co-founder and CEO of 
both a sporting goods and a cosmetics company and moved their family 
to the upscale New York bedroom community of Greenwich, Connecticut. 

Hayden would attend the private Brunswick School, a college preparatory 
academy. He accepted an offer to play junior-level hockey for the U.S. 
National Team Development Program in Michigan, finishing his final two 
years of high school there. 

The experience of living on his own at that age is something Hayden felt 
would benefit him and expand his maturity beyond sports. That showed 
when he reached Yale, where his teammates gravitated toward him as a 
leader. 

He scored 21 goals and notched 34 points in 33 games his final NCAA 
season. And though his 62 penalty minutes led the team, they were a 
result of his rugged style rather than his fists, because NCAA players 
wear full face shields and get ejected for fighting. 

He’d had a few tussles in junior hockey with the U.S. development team. 
But it wasn’t until he got to summer development camp with the Chicago 
Blackhawks — a team that drafted him in the third round in 2013 before 
his four Yale seasons — where he’d be routinely forced into “tilts.” 

And he became pretty adept at it. 

He’d grown up around Canadian professional lacrosse player Geoff 
Snider — who’d played in Hayden’s hometown at the University of 
Denver and gained a reputation as one of that sport’s top fighters. 
Hayden also began training with Colton Orr, a 6-3, 222-pound winger 
who amassed 1,186 penalties over 477 career NHL games well before 
Hayden made it to hockey’s top league.  

He describes both as having “teddy bear personalities” when not playing 
but “an elevated level of competitiveness” during games. And fighting, he 
said, is just a natural outgrowth of that competitiveness. 

“Look, nowadays it’s such a fast, high-end skill game that you can’t be 
one-dimensional,” Hayden said. “But then from there, there’s 
accountability. Guys like to stand up for teammates, and different guys 
have different takes on it. But for me, I know that in physical games, 
highly competitive games, scraps just happen.” 

And when they do, he won’t hesitate to stand up for himself or anyone 
needing help. 
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Hockey Canada defends senior leadership, blames media and politicians 
for ‘unduly cynical attacks’ 

 

Katie Strang, Ian Mendes 

8-10 minutes 04/10/2022 

 

Hockey Canada’s Chair of the Board of Directors Andrea Skinner took a 
defiant stance in defending the organization to Canadian Parliamentary 
members by reaffirming support for senior leadership and blaming the 
media and politicians for piling on in the wake of a scandal that has 
engulfed the national governing body. 

Skinner was one of two witnesses who appeared before the Canadian 
Heritage Committee on Tuesday in the third round of hearings to address 
how Hockey Canada handled a 2018 sexual assault allegation that was 
settled earlier this year. The newly-appointed chair doubled down on the 
board’s belief that senior management acted appropriately upon learning 
that a young woman said she was sexually assaulted by eight junior 
hockey players following a Hockey Canada Foundation event in London, 
Ont., in 2018 and said that she felt that the sport was being unfairly 
targeted by claims of cultural toxicity. 

“Regrettably, toxic behavior exists throughout society. No segment of 
society is immune,” Skinner said in her opening statement. “Suggesting 
that toxic behavior is somehow a specific hockey problem or to 
scapegoat hockey as a centerpiece for toxic culture is, in my opinion, 
counterproductive to finding solutions.” 

Hepfner said she thinks Hockey Canada's stance on the settlement as a 
"cop-out" because: "the players walked away with no consequences." 

In testimony that seemed to echo Hockey Canada’s communications 
counter-offensive (the organization recently sent out a survey to 
members asking whether they felt the scrutiny on the organization was 
“overblown”), Skinner voiced emphatic support for embattled CEO Scott 
Smith and the senior leadership team. 

Asked by multiple members of Parliament about whether Hockey Canada 
could truly lead cultural change within the organization without the 
removal of those at the very top, Skinner stressed that the organization 
authorized an out-of-court settlement as a way to protect the young 
woman in the situation and spare her from being exposed to a protracted 
legal proceeding and aggressive legal defense tactics. 

“Our board frankly does not share the view that senior leadership should 
be replaced on the basis of what we consider to be substantial 
misinformation and unduly cynical attacks,” Skinner said. “Hockey 
Canada has an excellent reputation.” 

Parliamentarians routinely pointed out what they believed to be a 
fundamental disconnect between Hockey Canada’s steadfast 
commitment to keeping leadership in place and the public outcry that 
these hearings have sparked. 

When asked after the hearing if Hockey Canada should make significant 
leadership changes, MP Chris Bittle agreed that they should. 

“Absolutely. I don’t know that anyone has confidence in the senior 
management of Hockey Canada,” Bittle said. “And it’s surprising that the 
only people in the country that seem to have confidence in senior 
management of Hockey Canada are the few members of the board of 
directors. If Hockey Canada is looking to preserve itself and move 
forward, there needs to be real change. It starts at the top and there 
needs to be new leadership.” 

At one point, Skinner said she thinks Smith deserves an “A” for how he 
has performed under his current role. 

Asked by Anthony Housefather to grade Hockey Canada CEO Scott 
Smith on his role right now: 

“I am absolutely incredulous,” MP Anthony Housefather told The Athletic 
after the meeting concluded. “It shows there is a huge disconnect 
between the board at Hockey Canada and their perception of 
management versus Canadians’ perception and the perception of this 
committee.” 

“That’s a demonstration that Hockey Canada is in a bubble,” added MP 
Sebastien Lemire. 

Former Board Chair Michael Brind’Amour also appeared before the 
committee Tuesday and angered lawmakers by consistently deflecting 
when asked whether he supported CEO Scott Smith as CEO. 

At one point, Committee Chair Hedy Fry directed Brind’Amour to answer 
the question directly, after which MP John Nater asked him whether he 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 5, 2022 

 

was confident in Smith’s leadership. Brind’Amour ultimately relented, 
responding in French with “yes.” 

Skinner stressed the need for stability and said the board does not 
believe a mass exodus from the board of directors and senior leadership 
is the right move and worries about the impact that such turnover could 
have on the country’s hockey-playing youth. 

“Will the lights stay on in the rinks?” Skinner asked before answering her 
own question. “I don’t know.” 

MP Peter Julian, who has been among the most ardent critics of Hockey 
Canada and its leadership, asked that Hockey Canada provide 
documentation to account for how much it is spending to retain public 
relations firm Navigator for crisis communications advice. Julian also 
asked that the interim report by Henein Hutchison, the third-party law firm 
Hockey Canada retained to investigate the 2018 allegations, be provided 
to the committee. Hockey Canada has repeatedly invoked solicitor-client 
privilege to protect that document and Skinner indicated that the 
organization was unlikely to change course. Julian called the lack of 
transparency and accountability from the organization “profoundly 
disturbing.” 

Skinner also took issue with recent reporting by The Globe and Mail, 
which revealed on Monday the existence of a second fund that was 
created for handling settlements for sexual abuse claims. She rejected 
that report and said she “fundamentally disagrees” with the way it has 
been characterized in the media. 

The Globe and Mail was first to report the existence of the National 
Equity Fund, which used funds from player registration fees to settle 
sexual abuse claims and avoid external scrutiny. Skinner described the 
National Equity Fund as prudent risk management and stated that the 
second fund, Participants’ Legacy Trust Fund, is not a Hockey Canada 
asset. 

“That trust was established to cover uninsured claims that might arise 
from the period when Hockey Canada and its members were self-insured 
… from September 1986 to August 1995. That’s why there was money 
put into that trust.” 

“If you look at their board minutes from August, their board minutes 
specifically say that’s what they’ve decided to do,” Housefather said. 
“They’ve decided that the media is spreading falsehoods about Hockey 
Canada and they need to mount a full-throttled defense. And I think that 
is what you saw today. I don’t think it was very effective, but I think that’s 
what you saw.” 

Lemire added, “When somebody is blaming everybody except 
themselves, maybe they have the problem.” 

The hearing ended with Committee Chair Hedy Fry decrying Hockey 
Canada’s lack of transparency. She chastised the organization’s 
approach to the Committee’s questions and defensive posture, saying 
that the organization has failed to take responsibility. 

“Blaming everyone else does not mean that there’s a sense of 
accountability.” 

MP Peter Julian was also frustrated by Hockey Canada’s responses. 
“There were a lot of questions that were not answered. It is truly 
surprising that they were seemingly unprepared. They knew what was 
going to come forward. The media has done a very good job at 
highlighting what the problems are at Hockey Canada. They knew the 
questions would be there and the answers weren’t provided on so many 
fronts.” 

Skinner and Brind’Amour are not the only Hockey Canada members to 
face the committee. Former CEO Bob Nicholson will testify in another 
round of hearings at a date to be determined. 
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Down Goes Brown: The NHL prediction contest that’s so easy it’s almost 
impossible 

 

Sean McIndoe 

6-8 minutes 04/10/2022 

Two years ago, I introduced what I thought would be a fun prediction 
contest with a simple concept: I ask you some easy questions about the 
upcoming season, you give me the easy answers, and then we sit back 
and realize that the prediction business isn’t all that easy after all. It 
ended up being a lot of fun, with roughly 800 entries and a close race 
down to the wire. 

Last year, we doubled up to nearly 1,600 entries, added a new all-or-
nothing bonus question, and saw even more chaos thanks to curveballs 
from Joe Sakic, Joel Quenneville, Barry Trotz and an injured Nathan 
MacKinnon, among others. Many of you followed the results all season 
long. Many more were basically eliminated by November. 

It goes without saying that we’re doing this again this year, with 
essentially the same set of rules, plus a new question and a tweak to the 
bonus. As always, read the rules carefully and please follow the 
formatting guidelines. Good luck, and remember, this should be easy 
because the NHL is super predictable. 

The rules 

No huge changes this year but please read the rules carefully, even if 
you’re a contest veteran. 

This year features 10 questions, plus the return of the all-or-nothing 
bonus. For each of the 10 regular questions, you can give at least one 
answer, as many as five, or anything in between. 

For each of those regular questions, you earn one point for your first right 
answer, two points for the second (for a total of three), all the way up to a 
maximum of 15 points if you run the table with five correct answers. 

But, and this is the key, even one wrong answer gives you a zero for the 
entire question. Going one-for-one is better than four-for-five, so just how 
confident do you want to be? 

The bonus question is optional, and you can leave it blank. If you choose 
to answer, you’ll give one and only one response, and earn 15 bonus 
points if you’re right. But if you’re wrong, you’ll receive a zero for your 
entire entry. Not just that question — your whole entry is wiped out. 

The winner is the entry that racks up the most total points. Note that this 
doesn’t necessarily mean you have to get points on every answer; it’s 
possible to have a “perfect” entry that has no wrong answers but doesn’t 
rack up enough points. (Both years of the contest have been won by 
entrants that took some zeroes.) 

First prize is a signed copy of my book. Second prize is smarten up and 
do better next year. 

The deadline for entires is 7:00 p.m. ET on Tuesday, October 11. That’s 
before 30 teams start their season, but it does give the Predators and 
Sharks a head start for their weekend double-header in Prague. Use that 
information however you’d like. 

The questions 

These are largely the same as last year, with a new one slipped in to 
keep things fresh. If you’re new at this, please pay attention to dates; 
there’s a limit on using new coaches and GMs, and some of the 
questions stretch to the first day of free agency, i.e. into the offseason. 

1. Name up to five teams that will make the playoffs. 
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2. Name up to five teams that will not make the playoffs. 

3. Name up to five coaches that will not be fired or otherwise leave their 
job before the first day of 2023 free agency, NOT including any coach 
who was hired to their current job after October 1, 2021. 

4. Name up to five GMs that will not be fired or otherwise leave their job 
before the first day of 2023 free agency, NOT including any GM who was 
hired to their current job after October 1, 2020. 

5. Name up to five goaltenders who will start at least 60 percent of their 
team’s regular-season games. 

6. Name up to five rookies who will finish in the top 10 of Calder balloting. 

7. Name up to five defensemen who will finish in the top 10 of Norris 
balloting. 

8. Name up to five players who will finish in the top 15 of Hart Trophy 
voting. 

9. Name up to five players, not counting goalies, who will play at least 40 
games and go the entire season without receiving a major, match, 
misconduct or game misconduct penalty. 

10. Name up to five players who are currently on an NHL roster that will 
change teams between the cutoff for entries (October 11 at 7:00 p.m. ET) 
and the end of the first day of 2023 free agency. (This means they must 
be on a new roster, via trade, free agency, waivers or whatever else, but 
does not include retirement or leaving the league entirely, or being an 
unsigned free agent.) 

Optional bonus question: For 15 bonus points, name one and only one 
player who will finish this season with at least 100 points, and who is not 
an Edmonton Oiler. Sorry, Leon. Remember, you don’t have to answer 
the bonus if you don’t want to, and a wrong answer wipes out your entire 
entry. 

You don’t need to include first names, but please be aware of cases 
where people have the same or similar last names. For example, there 
are two GMs with the last name Armstrong, more than one good player 
named Hughes, a difference between goalies named 
Anderson/Andersen, etc. If your entry is ambiguous, that’s on you. 

Important: If you don’t follow these rules, or you decide to get creative, or 
you include a bunch of weird asides in your entry for some reason, we 
reserve the right to just skip you entirely. It can take an enormous 
amount of time to gather and sort through all the entries, please do not 
be the person who makes us spend as much time on parsing yours as 
we do on 200 others combined. If your entry doesn’t get counted 
because you didn’t read this section, it’s your fault and not mine. 

That’s it. Ten questions, maybe eleven if you’re feeling fiesty, all of them 
simple. How hard could it be? Let’s find out, because the comments are 
open and it’s time to show everyone how smart you are. 
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ESPN / NHL goalie tandem rankings for 2022-23 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL didn't exactly have goalie tandems last season. It was more like 
gaggles of goaltenders. 

Due to COVID-19 absences, injuries and ineffectiveness, a record 119 
goalies appeared in 2021-22 regular-season games, from Akira Schmid 

to Zach Fucale. As a result, NHL scoring numbers climbed to their 
highest levels in nearly 30 years. 

The 2022-23 NHL regular season should offer a bit more normalcy as far 
as who is minding the net for teams. But if we know anything about 
goalies, what looks one way on paper can look a lot different on the ice. 

Here are the goalie tandem rankings for this season. They were 
formulated through discussions with a variety of goalie experts -- 
coaches, analytics gurus, former players -- as well as through stats from 
sites like Evolving Hockey, Money Puck and Hockey Reference. They 
also incorporate information from Clear Sight Analytics, former NHL 
goalie Stephen Valiquette's analytics firm. 

Keep in mind that these are a combination of past performance and 
projections for the 2022-23 NHL season. 

1. New York Rangers 

Igor Shesterkin, Jaroslav Halak 

The Rangers have the NHL's best goalie tandem because they have the 
NHL's best goalie. Shesterkin's .935 save percentage and 2.07 goals-
against average in 53 appearances led the NHL. His 34.1 goals saved 
above expected led the NHL, per Money Puck. So did his 42.46 goals 
saved above average, according to Evolving Hockey. 

Traditional stats, fancy stats, eye test, sniff test ... Shesterkin put together 
one of the most dominant seasons we've seen from a goaltender in 
recent memory, and then followed it with a .929 save percentage in 
leading the Rangers to the Eastern Conference finals. His Vezina Trophy 
was perfunctory at that point. The only thing Shesterkin didn't have was a 
high work rate, although his health thankfully wasn't a factor in that, as 
many had expected before the season. 

The Rangers traded Alexandar Georgiev to the Avalanche and added 
Halak as their new backup. Entering his 17th NHL season, Halak 
understands the assignment better than most. He'll likely see more action 
than his 14 starts last season. He's going to have to be better than he 
was in Vancouver, when he posted a negative-1.11 goals saved above 
average. Does the 2019-20 version of Halak still lurk in those pads 
somewhere? The Rangers could use him. 

This is, admittedly, a lopsided tandem. Halak is ordinary. That they rank 
first in the NHL is a tribute to just how extraordinary Shesterkin is and 
should continue to be in 2022-23. 

2. New York Islanders 

Semyon Varlamov, Ilya Sorokin, Cory Schneider 

Sorokin was the real deal last season, looking every bit the franchise 
goalie the Islanders expect from him. Evolving Hockey had him at 28.97 
goals saved above average last season, while adding seven wins to the 
team in the standings. The 27-year-old delivered on the promise of his 
rookie season in a big way. 

The surprise last season was that his teammate Varlamov didn't play up 
to his own standards. The 34-year-old saw his save percentage tumble 
from .929 to .911. His metrics across the board were barely above 
replacement level. If he returns to form, this still can be the second-best 
tandem in the NHL -- provided new coach Lane Lambert's system 
remains as goalie friendly as his mentor Barry Trotz's was. If Varlamov 
struggles again, the Islanders still have a Vezina candidate in Sorokin. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, Brian Elliott 

Vasilevskiy came within two victories of leading his team to three straight 
Stanley Cup championships. That's the stuff of legend. The 28-year-old 
netminder had led the NHL in wins for five straight seasons, and he's the 
reason the Lightning have a chance to win another Cup this season. 

Vasilevskiy's 28.4 goals saved above expected in 2021-22 ranked him 
second in the NHL, per Money Puck. He added 5.2 wins to the Lightning 
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himself. The Big Cat is the stabilizing force for Jon Cooper's team in the 
regular season and a dominant one in the postseason. 

Elliott is back as the spot-starter for Tampa Bay. He started 17 games 
last season and provided results that were hovering around replacement 
level. He's fine. Vasilevskiy is much better than fine. Hence, the Lightning 
rank third. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta 

The Hurricanes decided to rip up their goalie roster and start over before 
the 2021-22 campaign. The result saw them finish third overall in team 
save percentage (.913) while Andersen put up absolutely stellar numbers 
before an injury capped his season at 52 games. He was third in the NHL 
with 27.8 goals saved above average according to Money Puck, while he 
added 6.8 wins to the Hurricanes according to Evolving Hockey. 

As he does seemingly every season, Raanta missed some time for 
Carolina, but made 28 appearances. It was his postseason that turned 
heads, as Raanta led the Hurricanes to a first-round win over the Bruins. 
The jury is still out if this duo can get the Hurricanes over the 
championship hump, but they'll very much get them to the hump if they're 
healthy. 

5. Vancouver Canucks 

Thatcher Demko, Spencer Martin 

No team caused a larger edit of our rankings than the Canucks did. Our 
initial pass had them middle of the pack. Nearly every goalie expert we 
spoke with put Demko and Martin as one of the most effective duos in 
the NHL this season. Clear Sight Analytics had them second overall in its 
preseason ranking. 

Demko established himself as one of the NHL's most hardworking 
goalies with 64 appearances. He had a .915 save percentage and 10.5 
goals saved above expected, per Money Puck. His numbers would have 
been even better had he not tried to soldier through an injury late in the 
season, giving up 13 goals in his last three starts. 

Is Martin, who posted a .950 save percentage in six games last season, 
that much of an upgrade over Halak as the backup? Said one goalie 
expert: "Martin's an unknown and last year was a tiny sample, but his 
numbers were still light years ahead of some of the other backups 
around the NHL." 

6. Washington Capitals 

Darcy Kuemper, Charlie Lindgren 

The Capitals identified a problem and came up with a solution. The 
problem: Washington had a team save percentage of .898, which was 
the worst for any Stanley Cup Playoffs qualifier. The solution: They 
jettisoned both of their goalies from last season and handed Kuemper a 
five-year free-agent contract after he led the Avalanche to the Stanley 
Cup. 

Problem solved? Clear Sight Analytics had them fifth in preseason 
rankings. 

"Kuemper was s good regular goalie season and Lindgren could be 
looked back at as the best signing of offseason," one goalie expert said, 
"as long as coach Peter Laviolette keeps their attention on defense for 
another season." 

Another goalie expert was less enthusiastic. "Kuemper got the job done 
last year in Colorado and earned the deal he got in Washington. Lindgren 
had a great year last in AHL and small sample in St. Louis. Can they both 
repeat that this year in a new place? My gut says no, so I'd put them 
more middle of the pack. We will see." 

7. Calgary Flames 

Jacob Markstrom, Dan Vladar 

Coach Darryl Sutter's system has produced some stellar goaltending 
performances through the years, and Markstrom was the latest 
beneficiary as the runner-up for the Vezina Trophy last season. He had a 
.922 save percentage with an NHL-best nine shutouts in 63 games. 
While his underlying numbers were strong, they weren't quite at the level 
of his traditional stats: Markstrom was 12th in the NHL in goals saved 
above expected (10.4) according to Money Puck. 

The less said about the postseason, the better for Markstrom, who 
melted down into a .901 netminder during the Battle of Alberta against 
Edmonton. 

Vladar was a sub-replacement goalie last season who started in 23 
games. His greatest virtue might be his $750,000 salary, especially when 
the Flames have $6 million committed to Markstrom. AHL goalie of the 
year Dustin Wolf is waiting in the wings. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Linus Ullmark, Jeremy Swayman 

Ullmark and Swayman began last season waiting for Tuukka Rask to 
return from surgery and take their ice time. But that comeback only lasted 
four games before Rask called it a career. It's their crease now. 

Both goalies played above expected last season, sharing the workload 
under Bruce Cassidy to the point where they each started exactly 39 
games. New coach Jim Montgomery might not split that hair the same 
way, but his two seasons in Dallas showed his system can be beneficial 
to his goalies. The Stars led the NHL in goals-against average while 
Monty was behind the bench. 

Ullmark was the better of the two goalies last season, playing to a .917 
save percentage for the second straight campaign. Swayman couldn't 
quite live up to the promise of his 10-game showcase as a rookie, but the 
23-year-old played well enough: .914 save percentage and .615 quality 
starts percentage. 

As a tandem, they just work. Swayman said at the NHL Player Media 
Tour that they have a tight bond. "To know that we go through the same 
things every day and that we're gonna support each other, that was 
special," he said. 

9. Nashville Predators 

Juuse Saros, Kevin Lankinen 

Saros finished third for the Vezina Trophy last season; considering the 
competition, that was about right. His real reward was getting the 
Predators over the hump and into the playoffs -- even if his best efforts 
came midseason, as he went 20-9-3 from November through January. 
No one played more minutes (3,932) than Saros. According to Hockey 
Reference, he led the NHL in points contributed to his team in the 
standings (14.0). He is an elite goaltender in an era lacking both of those 
attributes. 

Do the Predators see something in Kevin Lankinen that the analytics 
don't? His rookie season of 2020-21 saw him play well for a stretch 
before things went south in a big way, as he ended up with minus-14.3 
goals saved above expected for Chicago. Last season was even more 
disastrous: According to Money Puck, he had a negative-28.6 goals 
saved above expected, which was second worst in the league. 

As good as Saros is, Lankinen isn't. But as one goalie expert put it: 
"Lankinen being so bad compared to Saros doesn't matter when he'll 
only play 18 games." Keep in mind that 20-year-old goalie phenom 
Yaroslav Askarov is percolating in the AHL. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Tristan Jarry, Casey DeSmith 

The Penguins put their faith in Jarry after his performance arguably cost 
them a playoff series against the Islanders, and that faith was rewarded 
with a brilliant season. In 58 games, Jarry had 28.7 goals saved above 
average and added 5.1 wins to the Penguins, playing to an MVP level 
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during their many lineup absences. He finished seventh for the Vezina 
Trophy. 

DeSmith was infamously injured in double-OT of Game 1 against the 
Rangers, leading to the brief Legend of Louis Domingue in the playoffs. 
He's a competent backup coming off a slightly below replacement season 
for the Penguins, although DeSmith really recaptured his form in the last 
12 games of the season. A solid foundation for Pittsburgh. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Spencer Knight 

Bobrovsky did the seemingly impossible last season, which was make 
people briefly believe he was playing up to the standards of his salary 
cap hit. His 23.4 goals saved above expected was fourth best in the NHL 
according to Money Puck. It was the first time in three years that he 
played at an above replacement clip, and he had his best quality starts 
percentage (.623) since the last season he won the Vezina (2017). 

The key here is Knight, who was a rookie flop before returning to the AHL 
and then playing lights-out in the last 14 games of the regular season, 
going 10-3-1. He's going to show that you can get a second chance to 
make a first impression. 

Two caveats to all of this. There were two internal models we saw that 
had both Bobrovsky and Knight actually playing below expected last 
season. Second, new coach Paul Maurice has a complicated history with 
goalies, which has led some to think about whether he actually makes 
them worse. 

12. Detroit Red Wings 

Ville Husso, Alex Nedeljkovic 

The hope for Detroit here is that Nedeljkovic is better than he showed for 
most of last season and that Husso is exactly who he seemed to be in a 
breakout campaign with the St. Louis Blues. Ned's save percentage 
dropped .031 points from his Calder finalist season with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. He was down analytically across the board too, including a 
negative-6.9 goals saved above expected. 

Husso was on the opposite end of that spectrum: 25-7-6 with a .919 save 
percentage, at one point usurping Jordan Binnington as the Blues' top 
netminder. Money Puck had him at 13.5 goals saved above expected, 
good for ninth in the League. The Red Wings are slowly improving the 
quality of their roster as their young prospects mature. The goalies will 
benefit from that; and if Husso proves to be the real deal, the Red Wings 
might even be a contender this season. Clear Sight Analytics has them 
sixth overall in preseason rankings. 

13. Ottawa Senators 

Cam Talbot, Anton Forsberg, Magnus Hellberg 

This tandem was shaken up before the regular season, as Talbot will 
miss the first five to seven weeks with an upper-body injury. That 
necessitated a waiver claim for Hellberg, the 31-year-old Seattle Kraken 
goalie who has four NHL appearances to go with four seasons in the 
KHL. 

The Senators were able to acquire Talbot from the Wild after Minnesota 
recommitted to Marc-Andre Fleury, leaving Talbot upset about this 
playing time and GM Bill Guerin eager to end any drama by trading him. 
While Talbot racked up 32 wins in 49 games last season, his underlying 
numbers were replacement level. 

Hence, the Senators are ranked here not because of Talbot's poor 
analytics but because of Forsberg's sterling fancy stats. The 29-year-old 
had 25.1 goals saved above average and added 4.4 wins to Ottawa in 46 
games last season, per Evolving Hockey. If he can repeat that feat and 
Talbot, when healthy, gives them a little more than Filip Gustavsson and 
Matt Murray did last season, the Sens will get the goaltending they need 
behind an improved roster of skaters. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Jake Oettinger, Scott Wedgewood, Anton Khudobin 

This is one of the most difficult tandems to predict. Oettinger's 
postseason wizardry in the Stars' first-round loss to the Calgary Flames 
is seared into the minds of hockey fans, making us forget a regular 
season in which he had 1.4 goals saved above expected for 22nd in the 
league, per Money Puck. His growth as a goalie from that postseason 
experience will determine how far up the charts this group can climb -- is 
a .914 save percentage his ceiling or is there another gear the 23-year-
old can shift into? 

Wedgewood was an underrated gem for the Coyotes, with 9.1 goals 
saved above average and adding over a win and a half to the team. He 
played well in the eight appearances he had for the Stars after they 
acquired him and will be a solid pairing with "The Otter." 

Former playoff hero Anton Khudobin, now 36, is waiting around for either 
an injury or a trade. 

15. Colorado Avalanche 

Alexandar Georgiev, Pavel Francouz 

Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland told ESPN that their acquisition of 
Georgiev from the Rangers was akin to their acquisition of Philipp 
Grubauer from the Capitals a couple of seasons ago. 

"We think this is a guy with good talent that needs an opportunity to see if 
he can run with the ball," MacFarland said. "I think that that narrative still 
has to be written. He's gonna be given every opportunity to see what he 
can do. But you gotta get it done on the ice." 

Indeed you do. The Avalanche have high hopes for Georgiev, finally 
leaving the shadow of both Igor Shesterkin and Henrik Lundqvist before 
him. If he fumbles that ball, they have Francouz there for the recovery. 
Please recall his 6-0-0 playoff record last spring to help Colorado to the 
Stanley Cup. 

Said one goaltending expert: "I've always liked Francouz. Seems 
comfortable when healthy. I'm bullish on this tandem. I'd have them 
higher. They would be top 10-12 for me." 

16. Winnipeg Jets 

Connor Hellebuyck, David Rittich 

Some things were status quo for Connor Hellebuyck last season. He led 
the NHL in shots faced and saves for the fourth straight season, playing 
in 66 games for the Jets. Some things were a little strange for the 29-
year-old goalie, as his .910 save percentage was his lowest since 2016-
17 and his goals saved above average slipped a bit, relative to his 
standards. Hellebuyck is still elite, having added an average of 5.4 wins 
per season to the Jets over the last five years. 

The problem is that he's paired with David Rittich, who has been a below 
replacement backup for the last two seasons and a huge downgrade 
from Eric Comrie's performance last season. The days of "Big Save 
Dave" seem like a century ago. But both goalies should benefit from the 
coaching change to Rick Bowness from whatever Dave Lowry was doing 
for most of last season, as the Jets finished 26th in expected goals 
against in front of their goalies. 

17. San Jose Sharks 

Kaapo Kähkönen, James Reimer 

Perhaps the NHL's most sneaky good tandem. 

The Wild traded Kähkönen to San Jose while acquiring Fleury at the 
deadline, and he continued a bounce-back season that saw him post 5.2 
goals saved above expected, 17th in the NHL per Money Puck. Reimer 
put together his typically competent, under-the-radar season with 6.69 
goals saved above average, adding 3.6 wins to the Sharks per Evolving 
Hockey. 
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New coach David Quinn has a rather solid tandem on which to rely, 
whose success depends on Kähkönen's continued upward trajectory. 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Filip Gustavsson 

The skepticism we found regarding Fleury and the Wild goaltending was 
a little disconcerting for a team that looks to be a contender in the 
Western Conference. Clear Sight Analytics has them ranked 21st. One 
goalie expert who noted Cam Talbot's poor underlying numbers said that 
"Fleury was worse" and that the Wild simply "outscored their 
goaltending." 

That said, Fleury is one season removed from taking home the Vezina 
Trophy. Last season was an emotional one for a heart-on-his-sleeve guy, 
from the dramatic end of his time in Vegas to moving his family to 
Chicago to the trade to Minnesota. His new contract with the Wild offers 
a little peace of mind, and maybe with it a return to form for a goalie that 
was barely above replacement last season. 

Gustavsson is a downgrade from Talbot, but he's just keeping the bench 
warm until top prospect Jesper Wallstedt takes it. 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Mackenzie Blackwood, Vitek Vanecek, Jonathan Bernier 

GM Tom Fitzgerald has attempted to find a partner for Blackwood for two 
seasons. Corey Crawford opted for retirement in 2020. Bernier played 10 
games before he needed hip surgery last season. Instead, they used as 
many goalies (7) as there are current official members of The E-Street 
Band, to use New Jersey math. 

Now it's Vanecek, the former Capitals goalie, who'll try and provide the 
stability Blackwood needs so the 25-year-old goalie can relocate his once 
promising form. 

Said one goaltending expert: "I still believe in Blackwood. Great size and 
presence in net. Hopefully he's 100% healthy and has Vanecek who can 
win some games and give quality starts for this Devils team." 

That expert had the Devils' tandem around No. 15, although Clear Sight 
Analytics rated them 25th. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elvis Merzlikins, Joonas Korpisalo, Daniil Tarasov 

Merzlikins jumped to a career-high 59 games last season, and that 
experience is going to serve him well. The talented Tarasov is waiting for 
his shot, but the Jackets obviously felt he needed a little more time on the 
vine -- why else bring back Korpisalo, who was analytically one of the 
worst goalies in the league last season? Now, if he can bounce back, this 
ranking will be too low. 

"This is not a playoff team yet, but I think if Korpisalo returns to good 
health that this could be a solid tandem," one goaltending insider said. 
"It's a big 'if,' but I'm also bullish on this tandem. If it lines up nicely then I 
feel they are a top-15 tandem." 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Jordan Binnington, Thomas Greiss 

The Jordan Binnington conjecture in the goaltending community 
continues. 

Evolving Hockey and Hockey Reference had him in the negative as far 
as goals saved above average. Clear Sight Analytics, whose models 
have always favored Binnington, had him at plus-7 GSAA last season. 
He had a .901 save percentage in 37 regular-season games with the 
Blues before reclaiming his status as a clutch postseason goalie with a 
.949 save percentage in six games. Could St. Louis have defeated the 
Avalanche with a healthy Binnington? We'll never know. 

Greiss arrives after a down season in Detroit, and many of the insiders 
we spoke with believe this is a notable downgrade from Ville Husso. 

22. Edmonton Oilers 

Jack Campbell, Stuart Skinner 

It's going to be fascinating to see how Matt Murray fares in Toronto and 
how Campbell does behind Edmonton's team defense. Curiously, the 
goaltending improved under coach Jay Woodcroft, but the overall team 
defense didn't. Campbell didn't have the season in 2021-22 that he had 
in the all-Canada Northern Division in 2020-21, which was his breakout 
campaign. But he was solidly above replacement across the board during 
his time in Toronto. 

The wild card here is Skinner. Most internal models had him playing at 
below expected levels in 13 appearances last season, but he's been 
strong in the preseason. After the Mike Smith rollercoaster, the bar is set 
at stability and consistency. This tandem can clear that. 

23. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Matt Murray, Ilya Samsonov 

Stop us if you've heard this before, but there are a variety of opinions 
about the relative quality of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Some of the goalie insiders we spoke with believe the Murray and 
Samsonov duo is going to be among the worst in the league. Real Clear 
Analytics has them ranked 27th heading into this season, based on last 
season's performances. 

Others look at what Murray did with the Senators, look at the Toronto 
defense and believe we could see a comeback season for the former 
Stanley Cup winner: One model shows his performance translating to a 
.920 save percentage with the Leafs. Samsonov, however, is the trickier 
call. One insider called him "a project" despite three seasons with the 
Capitals. The Leafs are going to boom-or-bust with this goaltending. 

24. Vegas Golden Knights 

Logan Thompson, Laurent Brossoit, Adin Hill 

After losing Marc-Andre Fleury, the Knights dropped to seventh in last 
season's goalie tandem rankings. After losing Robin Lehner to a season-
ending hip surgery this offseason, Vegas falls all the way to No. 24. 

But there are reasons for optimism here. Clear Sight Analytics has them 
18th overall. Thompson's 19-game sample last season put him in the top 
10 in adjusted save percentage. The coaching change should help, too, 
as Peter DeBoer's system is over-reliant on goaltending while Bruce 
Cassidy's work in Boston was historically more goalie-friendly. 

The Knights didn't seek a big-name solution after Lehner's injury. Part of 
that was the salary cap ceiling against which they're bumping, and part of 
that was a legit confidence in what they had on the roster. It might be 
rewarded. 

25. Los Angeles Kings 

Jonathan Quick, Cal Petersen 

Those vintage Jonathan Quick moments we witnessed last season -- like 
that Game 4 shutout and a brilliant Game 7 effort against Edmonton in 
the playoffs -- overshadow the reality of the Kings' goaltending, which is 
that it's not all that consistent or good. 

Some of the public analytics on Quick were eye-opening, like Money 
Puck's 17.8 goals saved above expected. But internal goalie analytics 
models had Quick at or below expected. He turns 37 in January and 
even the most athletic goalie can't stop Father Time. 

The real issue with the Kings is Petersen, who responded to a spiffy new 
contract he received last preseason with a disastrous 2021-22 campaign 
(.895 save percentage, below-replacement metrics). This tandem rates 
higher if he bounces back. If he doesn't ... does GM Rob Blake still have 
the receipt for that purchase? 
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26. Buffalo Sabres 

Eric Comrie, Craig Anderson, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 

The Sabres already tried to do the "sign the backup with the solid 
numbers and see if he can handle a larger role" thing, and it resulted in 
three below-replacement-level seasons from Carter Hutton. Comrie, 27, 
is coming off an outstanding season in Winnipeg where his adjusted 
numbers were better than those for Connor Hellebuyck. 

Anderson, 41, continued a long-standing Sabres tradition of starting out 
the season incredibly well (.939 save percentage in October) before 
finishing up at below-replacement levels. The future is with Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen and Devon Levi, and it's a bright one at that. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

John Gibson, Anthony Stolarz 

Stolarz might be one of the best-kept secrets in the NHL goaltending 
landscape, with a better goals-saved above average per 60 minutes and 
expected goals against than Gibson. 

But Gibson's still the guy in Anaheim, even if he hasn't been all-caps 
JOHN GIBSON for the last three seasons, posting a 5-on-5 save 
percentage of .912 in that span. Clear Sight Analytics has this tandem 
ranked 29th overall. 

28. Montreal Canadiens 

Jake Allen, Sam Montembeault, Cayden Primeau 

We'll leave Carey Price out of this analysis given his uncertain status, 
except to note he remains signed through 2025-26. 

Allen earned a new two-year contract with two stabilizing seasons for the 
Canadiens, but the 32-year-old is at his best as a tandem goalie, and his 
dance partners here aren't ready to tango at an NHL level. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Carter Hart, Felix Sandström, Troy Grosenick 

Hart quietly had a bounce-back season for Philadelphia after losing his 
way during the pandemic years. His minus-2.23 goals saved above 
average wasn't exactly the stuff of Vezina Trophies, but compared to 
2020-21 (minus-22.3) it was practically Hasek-like. 

The big question: Can John Tortorella, whose system is quite goalie-
friendly, be the one to get Hart back on that "franchise goalie" path? 

Losing Ivan Fedotov hurts this group, as the prospect was detained in 
Russia during the offseason and sent to serve in the military for one year. 
Neither Grosenick nor Sandström fill that role as sufficiently. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Petr Mrázek, Alex Stalock 

Like the Coyotes, the last thing the Blackhawks want is goaltending that's 
going to steal games for them during a season when draft lottery position 
is paramount. 

As is tradition, Mrazek will steal a few during a hot streak before his 
inevitable injury. Stalock is a great story, as he's waging an NHL 
comeback after not playing since Nov. 2020 due to a COVID-related 
myocarditis diagnosis. Clear Sight Analytics has them slightly higher than 
this, at No. 28. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

Philipp Grubauer, Martin Jones, Chris Driedger 

The most asked question around the Kraken last season: What would 
their standings point total have been had they received a scintilla of 
competent goaltending last season? 

Grubauer, whom they signed to a massive six-year free-agent deal, and 
Driedger were supposed to be the foundation for a successful inaugural 
season. Instead, they subverted it, combining for a negative-35.3 goals 
saved above expected. 

The outlook hasn't improved. Clear Sight Analytics had Seattle dead last 
in its 2022-23 goalie tandem projections, with former Flyers goalie Martin 
Jones replacing Driedger, who is out with a torn ACL in his right knee. 
Said one goaltending expert: "Grubauer has only been good on great 
defensive teams, and they are not that." This could end up being uglier 
than Buoy. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Karel Vejmelka, Jonas Johansson, Ivan Prosvetov 

The good news for the Coyotes is that their goaltending won't thwart the 
"Tank Hard for Bedard" plan they've seemingly implemented this season. 

Vejmelka had a minus-23.2 goals saved above expected last season. 
After missing out on Charlie Lindgren as a free agent, it looked like the 
Coyotes might have Prosvetov, who needs to spend another full season 
in the AHL, and Jon Gillies as their backups. But GM Bill Armstrong was 
ready for the waiver wire to provide him another option and claimed 
Johansson from the Colorado Avalanche. He had a negative-13 goals 
saved above average in just 11 games last season. 
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The game is about to change again. 

When the NHL's salary cap was introduced for the 2005-06 season, the 
upper limit was set at $39 million. Astounding, when you look where 
we're at now. 

Every year from then, until 2019-20, the cap rose as revenues did. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March of 2020, the NHL's upper limit sat at 
$81.5 million and the ensuing economic slowdown froze the cap for the 
first time. 

This changed the complexion of how we compared and projected 
contracts around the league. Where before we had to consider the 
impact of inflation on the market, the past three years have stalled that 
picture. Overall, raises were harder to come by and the top of the market 
remained largely unchanged. When Nathan MacKinnon, one of the 
game's top players, signed his eight-year extension two weeks ago, he 
became the league's highest paid player (by AAV) by only $100,000. 
That could wind up being a heck of a deal for the Avalanche in the long 
run again. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 
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PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
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23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 5, 2022 

 

Why? In 2022-23, the cap finally went up again, but only by $1 million. 
That's not enough to radically change the market for superstar contracts, 
but what's coming next just might be. 

As reported last week, the league has given teams guidance on where 
the salary cap could be heading over the next three years. This gives 
teams the information they need to plan, and it gives us fodder to project 
some future star deals. 

But first, here are those projections. Please understand these are 
possibilities and an educated guess on where we could be going, not a 
guarantee of where things will be.  

So naturally, that brings us to Auston Matthews. And, no, not just 
because everything needs to be about the Toronto Maple Leafs. He 
represents the next superstar who has a strong case to become the 
NHL's highest-paid player by AAV when his contract expires. Matthews 
has two years left on his deal with the Maple Leafs, so he can't actually 
sign an extension until at least July 1 of next summer. But when that deal 
arrives, it is likely to represent the beginning of a significant market shift 
into the NHL's post-COVID era. 

When projecting these kinds of contracts against a rising cap, it is 
important to consider the cap-hit percentage of the contract when it was 
signed. So, when we look at Matthews, there are two recent deals that 
are immediately important: 

Connor McDavid: 16.67 per cent of salary cap at time of signing 

The Oilers' star reset the market when he signed his eight-year extension 
in July of 2017. The $12.5 million AAV he received set a new high bar 
and accounted for 16.67 per cent of the cap in 2017. The upper limit at 
that time was $75 million. 

However, when McDavid signed, he still had one year left on his ELC, so 
his current contract didn't begin until the start of the 2018-19 season. 
That year, the upper limit was $79.5 million, which means that when 
McDavid's contract actually kicked in, it accounted for 15.7 per cent of 
the cap. Today, that percentage is also the highest in the league. 

Nathan MacKinnon: 15.27 per cent of salary cap at time of signing 

MacKinnon took over McDavid's perch as the player with the league's 
highest AAV when he signed for the $12.6 million cap hit. Against this 
year's $82.5 million upper limit, that accounts for 15.27 per cent of the 
cap. So while he became the highest-paid player, his impact on 
Colorado's cap is actually smaller than McDavid's was on Edmonton's 
cap when he signed. 

And, like McDavid, MacKinnon still has one year left on his old contract, 
so the new one won't actually start until the 2023-24 season. If the above 
projections are correct and the cap rises by another $1 million for next 
season, MacKinnon's deal would account for 15.08 per cent of the cap 
when it actually starts. 

So this is where we begin with Matthews, and there are a few different 
ways his next contract could go... 

SETTING A NEW HIGH BAR FOR AAV 

Before Matthews' current contract was signed in 2019, we did a similar 
exercise to project what his number might be, and made the case at that 
point for why he could become the league's highest-paid player by AAV. 
But Matthews didn't sign for the maximum term (eight years) like so many 
others were doing at the time. That probably saved the Maple Leafs 
some dollars as it only bought them one of Matthews' UFA years. 

So this time, we must again consider the possibility that Matthews signs 
another shorter-term deal instead of going the full eight years. If he were 
to sign another five-year pact with Toronto, it would expire after his 31-
year-old season, and potentially set him up for another big score in 2029, 
when the cap should be even higher. This might end up being the best 
way for him to truly maximize his career earnings, with the added risk of 
injury of course. 

A shorter deal would, perhaps, again save the Maple Leafs maximum 
cap expenditure, but the difference this time is that Matthews would have 
his UFA status as leverage. Regardless of what happens, Matthews still 
figures to end up with the highest AAV in the league whenever he does 
sign a new contract. 

If Matthews were to sign next July for the same 15.27 per cent of the cap 
MacKinnon just did — and we impose that on the projected $83.5 million 
upper limit at the time of signing — his AAV would just barely surpass 
MacKinnon's $12.6 million, regardless of contract length. 

This is the reasonable base line. This is the starting point in any 
discussion about what Matthews' next contract could look like. It won't be 
lower than this. 

GOING OVER McDAVID'S CURRENT LEAGUE-HIGH CAP 
PERCENTAGE 

Maybe you feel he's earned this already, but if Matthews were to score 
60 goals and win the Hart Trophy again this season, you could make the 
case that he not only deserves the highest AAV in the league, but also 
the highest cap percentage. 

That honour currently belongs to McDavid, whose contract accounted for 
16.67 per cent of Edmonton's cap at the time it was signed. 

So if, next summer, Matthews signs for 16.67 per cent of next year's 
$83.5 million salary cap, a short-term, five-year deal would look like this: 

Something like this is within reason for Matthews as well and, perhaps, 
one of the more likelier outcomes. However, when you consider that the 
salary cap is projecting to rise another roughly $4-4.5 million just one 
year later, and then possibly as much as another $4 million the year after 
that, Matthews may want to squeeze even more out of his next deal. 

WHAT IF MATTHEWS CHASED EARNING 20 PER CENT OF THE 
CAP? 

Here's where it gets really fun. 

There is a maximum that players are allowed to sign for in the NHL, and 
it's 20 per cent of whatever the salary cap is at the time. No one has 
played that game since Brad Richards signed a five-year deal with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in May of 2006 — a $7.8 million AAV against a $39 
million cap. When the deal officially kicked in for the 2006-07 season, the 
cap had risen to $44 million, which meant Richards' hit really took up 
17.7 per cent of the cap when it became active. 

The next-highest cap percentage ever signed was Alex Ovechkin's 18.96 
on a 13-year pact he inked with Washington in 2008 — and term that is 
no longer allowed. That contract expired after the 2020-21 season and 
had an AAV of $9.538 million. 

What if Matthews is the player to try and reset the conversation by that 
measure, instead of just AAV? 

If Matthews were to sign for 18.96 per cent of next year's projected $83.5 
million cap (again, one year before it would actually kick in), then his AAV 
would come in at $15.8 million — $3.2 million more than the current high 
for an AAV. 

That AAV would stay the same regardless of contract term, so for this 
table, we'll impose an eight-year extension to get an idea of what the 
maximum earning could be for Matthews with this scenario. 

But, again, that $83.5 million upper limit is for now projected to rise $8.5 
million by the time Matthews' extension is two years old, so there's a 
case for him to push being the first player since Richards to make the 20 
per cent cap. 

If he did that, Matthews' maximum contract next summer would look like 
this... 

And since Matthews was content signing for a shorter, five-year term on 
his last deal, we have to consider the possibility he does so again this 
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time. Here's what a shorter term deal would look like for 20 per cent of 
next year's cap. 

Interestingly, if this is how it shakes out, the $16.7 million AAV for 
Matthews (regardless of the contract length) would account for 18.97 per 
cent of Toronto's cap when Year 1 of the deal kicks in, if the upper limit 
does wind up being $88 million. By that measure, Matthews would still 
come in just ahead of Ovechkin's 18.96 cap hit percentage, and set a 
new record for cap hit percentage in Year 1 of a contract. 

WHAT ABOUT 20 PER CENT OF AN $88 MILLION CAP? 

So you may be reading this and wonder why Matthews wouldn't just wait 
for the $88-million cap to kick in, and then sign for the maximum cap 
percentage (or something close to it) on that number. 

In this scenario, Matthews would have to wait until he actually becomes a 
UFA on July 1, 2024 to sign a deal that's worth 20 per cent of a projected 
$88-million cap in 2024-25. So, even if he were to sign an extension on 
June 30, 2024, his maximum would be limited by the $83.5 million upper 
limit. 

If Matthews wanted a maximum eight-year term, he wouldn't be able to 
get it this way. As soon as he becomes a UFA, he is no longer eligible to 
sign for eight years — not even with the Maple Leafs. So, with current 
projections, the most total money he would be able to sign for as a UFA 
on July 1, 2024 is actually $10.4 million less than what he could get from 
Toronto on a maximum offer one year earlier, against a smaller cap: 

But before Leafs fans breathe a sigh of relief, there is still one scenario 
where it would make sense for Matthews to wait on signing his next deal 
until he does become a UFA. We're not suggesting this is the most likely 
outcome — it's just one that exists. 

What if, as before, Matthews is completely content with a shorter, five-
year deal? And what if he wanted to maximize his earnings on that 
contract? 

In that scenario, Matthews would stand to earn $4.5 million more on a 
five-year deal by waiting for the open market, than if he signed for the 
maximum cap hit at the same length with Toronto next summer. 

Happy Tuesday, Leafs fans. 

Matthews is the flash point for this discussion today, but he will just be 
the first one in this new cap era about to hit the NHL. One year after 
Matthews' next contract begins, Connor McDavid will be eligible to re-
sign an extension with the Oilers at a time when the upper limit is 
currently ballparked to be somewhere around $92 million. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Beck leaves Montreal with new contract, 
confidence soaring 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 5, 2022, 12:09 AM 

 

MONTREAL — It was after signing his three-year, entry-level contract on 
Tuesday morning that Owen Beck said he’s approached every day at 
Montreal Canadiens camp as if it might be his last one.  

He then went through his pregame routine, skated 16 impressive shifts in 
a 5-4 loss to the Ottawa Senators that rendered the Canadiens 0-6 in the 
preseason, held court in the Montreal dressing room with reporters and 
finally met with coach Martin St. Louis to be informed he was being 

released from camp and sent back to the OHL’s Mississauga 
Steelheads.  

Mission accomplished.  

Beck, who was chosen 33rd overall in the 2022 Draft, left it all on the ice.  

Now he’s leaving Montreal having made as strong of an impression as he 
possibly could have — and not just on the Canadiens. 

“He’s so, so smart out there,” a pro scout who was watching Beck play 
live for the first time on Tuesday at the Bell Centre said to us. 

“He’s dynamic, for sure,” said Canadiens star Cole Caufield. “He makes 
plays in tight areas, and he’s got a lot of skill and he works hard. A little 
bit of grit in his game, too, so you love to see that.” 

We saw it — Beck not backing down from bigger, badder Brady Tkachuk 
in a post-whistle scrum in the third period.  

We saw something else from Beck when we caught up with him away 
from the cameras and other reporters just moments before he was cut 
from camp. 

“Did you pay attention to the things people said about you leading up the 
draft? About whether or not you had enough offensive upside,” we asked. 

“Of course,” he said, shrugging his shoulders as if to bring attention to 
the big chip on one of them. “I don’t give a shit now. I thought I should be 
a first-round pick in the OHL Draft, too.  

“But like I mentioned to you earlier in camp, people have underestimated 
my shot a bit and that’s up to me to use it a bit more.” 

Beck will do exactly that — and much more — with the Steelheads this 
season, provided he stays healthy.  

The confidence the 18-year-old is taking with him to Mississauga will 
propel him to new heights.  

It grew with every passing day he spent in Montreal, but started to swell 
in Buffalo, where he was a standout among Canadiens rookies at the 
rookie showcase.  

We could feel it oozing out of him as he described his experience at main 
camp a little under a week ago, even if he was trying to conceal it with a 
little humility. 

“The best compliment anyone’s paid me is that I don’t look out of place,” 
Beck said then.  

A more accurate assessment would’ve been to say he looks right at 
home. 

If not for the Canadiens already having 16 forwards on NHL contracts, 
the notion Beck belongs with the team right now wouldn’t be remotely 
farfetched.  

The fact that Beck clearly belongs at his natural position at centre and 
nowhere else — he was very effective in the faceoff circle before going 0-
4 against the Senators on Tuesday — actually worked against him. With 
Nick Suzuki, Christian Dvorak, Kirby Dach, Jake Evans and Sean 
Monahan already at the position, St. Louis acknowledged he’ll have to 
move at least one established centre to the wing throughout the season. 

But the coach was impressed by Beck there. 

“He makes a lot of confident actions on the ice for a player,” St. Louis 
said. “He plays with some swag. He’s got some swagger to his game. 
Plays with some grit, too. He’s a nice package.” 

You could see the swagger on the zone entries — in the way Beck 
identified the little holes in coverage and snuck his way through them to 
create opportunities for his linemates — and certainly on the power play, 
where he made something out of nothing on a one-on-two rush and split 
the defence to push a shot on net in the third period of Tuesday’s game.  
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The exciting thing about that specific play was how Beck identified he 
had the optimal conditions to make it. 

“That kind of stems from my speed,” Beck said. “If I can catch the D 
playing out to the wing a little bit, playing the kickout, then maybe I can 
get on my horse, get down the middle and catch them sleeping a little 
bit…” 

He made the read before he got the puck. 

“Obviously, your head’s on a swivel all the way up the ice,” Beck 
explained. “And when (Rem) Pitlick hit me with the pass back there, I 
kind of felt like I had a little bit of room and I tried to squeeze through. 
Didn’t get the best shot off there, but got something towards the net.” 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

Plays like that throughout camp earned him his first professional contract, 
and now Beck is poised to go make them in a league where he'll have 
much more time and space afforded to him than he had at this level.  

Beck said Tuesday morning that he’s become a better player within the 
limited time he’s been exposed to life in the NHL, that he’s learned a lot 
from St. Louis and his staff and after showing it in Tuesday’s game, said 
there was one tactical lesson he can apply to help produce at a much 
higher clip than the one that saw him manufacture just 21 goals and 51 
points in 68 games last season. 

“I think one of the biggest things is trying to get three guys in high ice 
really quickly,” Beck said. “It’s something that isn’t completely foreign to 
me, but it’s a little bit new coming here. Marty stressed it a lot and that’s 
something that I’d like to bring back to Mississauga because a lot of 
defencemen are very hesitant to go into ice high ice in their own zone. 
So, that’s something that if you have a defenceman on you, you can pull 
him out up top and maybe have some space.” 

He leaves Montreal having carved out room for himself near the top of 
the Canadiens’ prospect rankings, and that’s much more than most 
expected from him when he first arrived. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Most intriguing star-studded debuts, can’t-miss games of 
2022-23 NHL season 
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October 4, 2022, 11:21 AM 

 

Another off-season carousel has spun, a flurry of moves are in the books, 
and more than a few of the game’s biggest stars find themselves in new 
cities and new jerseys as the 2022-23 season approaches. 

Calgary went from plucky contender to the hockey world’s punchline to 
the winners of the off-season, in a matter of months. Edmonton and 
Toronto opted to roll the dice on major surgery at a vital position, with 
everything on the line. Ottawa and Montreal infused their youth 
movements with high-end talent. And a few former Flames will try to keep 
the magic going Stateside. 

The new season figures to feature more than its fair share of star-
studded debuts, nostalgic reunions and stops on the revenge tour. With 

the regular season approaching, here’s a look at the most intriguing 
debuts to watch for, and some must-watch games on the 2022-23 
schedule. 

JONATHAN HUBERDEAU / NAZEM KADRI / MACKENZIE WEEGAR, 
Calgary Flames 

No team stitched together as intriguing an off-season as the Calgary 
Flames, and it wasn’t particularly close.  

After what looked set to be the most disastrous summer of Brad 
Treliving’s tenure in Calgary, the past few months wound up as the GM’s 
most impressive. Out are his club’s two highest scorers last season — 
linemates, and fan favourites, Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk. 
In are two forwards far, far better than anyone would’ve expected 
Treliving to land to replace that duo — Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem 
Kadri. Not to mention standout defender Mackenzie Weegar, who was 
thrown into that mix for good measure. 

All eyes will be on the Flames as they start their new era in 2022-23. 
While the rest of the game’s contenders tinkered with key pieces here 
and there, and the up-and-coming squads did their best to reel in more 
talent, no one else enters the new season in quite the same situation as 
Calgary, who’ve essentially swapped out one star-studded core for 
another with the supporting cast remaining relatively untouched. 

Given how they’ve lined up so far in camp, there’s a good chance 
Calgary enters the new campaign as a better team. Huberdeau and Elias 
Lindholm figure to pick up where the Selke nominee left off with his now-
departed linemates. And Kadri looks set to pair up with breakout winger 
Andrew Mangiapane on a dangerous second line, giving Daryl Sutter two 
offensively potent units. An already-solid back end figures to get a 
significant boost too, with Weegar slotting in on the top pair with veteran 
Chris Tanev. 

After years of frustration in Calgary as the promise of the Monahan-
Gaudreau era wore thin, the page has been turned. Now, we’ll see what 
the next chapter looks like. 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 13, Flames vs. Avalanche: The new trio of Huberdeau, Kadri and 
Weegar will get their first chance to do their thing for the Flames, and in 
front of the C of Red no less. As an added bonus, Kadri will get his first 
meeting with his former team out of the way, too. The true circled reunion 
for the Stanley Cup champ, though, likely comes on Feb. 25, when Kadri 
makes his return to Colorado’s Ball Arena, where he’s sure to be 
honoured by the Avs for his Cup run contributions. 

• Nov. 19, Flames vs. Panthers: Huberdeau and Weegar get a 
homecoming of their own as they return to FLA Live Arena to meet the 
team they both spent their entire NHL careers with. (This also marks the 
first time the Flames meet Tkachuk, but more on that later). 

ALEX DEBRINCAT / CLAUDE GIROUX, Ottawa Senators 

If there was a close second for wild off-seasons, it was surely Ottawa, 
who came out swinging with a run of bold moves that have the Sens 
looking primed for a significant leap forward in 2022-23. The youth 
movement in Ottawa has carried the day for the past few years — Brady 
Tkachuk, Tim Stutzle, Josh Norris and Drake Batherson all finished 
among the club’s top scorers last season, and all have yet to crack 25 
years. And more blue-chip prospects are on the way. But GM Pierre 
Dorion sped up Ottawa’s timeline this time around with the infusion of 
some established skill heading into the new campaign. 

In Alex DeBrincat, the Sens brought in a bona fide elite sniper, just 24 
years old and already with a pair of 40-goal campaigns in the bag. He put 
up 41 and a career-best 78 points just last season — one year prior, the 
Chicago product scored at a 60-goal, point-per-game pace through 52 
appearances. Alongside Ottawa’s on-the-rise dynamic talent, he’ll be a 
menace.  

And then there’s the homecoming of Claude Giroux, who returns to 
Ottawa after a brief stint with the contending Panthers, and a decade-
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and-a-half becoming a Flyers legend. At 34 years old, he won’t be 
bringing the same all-world skill-set that raised him to that level in Philly, 
but last season is proof enough that Giroux still has plenty to give. Still 
one of the slickest facilitators in the game, the vet finished 2020-21 with 
65 points through 75 games — two thirds of that sum coming in assists 
— including 23 points through 18 games in Florida. 

For all he’ll do off the ice as a veteran voice, as someone who can guide 
Ottawa’s young stars, he’ll still upgrade their on-ice product as 
significantly. And if the lines shake out as they seem likely to, with he, 
Stutzle and DeBrincat linking up, Sens fans should be in for a show. 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 13, Senators vs. Sabres: The first chance to see Ottawa’s new 
recruits line up together. The club’s second game of the season — Oct. 
15 vs. the Maple Leafs — is just as worthy of a watch, as Giroux and 
DeBrincat get their first taste of the Battle of Ontario. 

• Nov. 5, Senators vs. Flyers: Giroux didn’t face the club he wore the ‘C’ 
for after making his late-season move to the Panthers. In November, he’ll 
line up against the Flyers for the first time. A week later, the veteran 
makes his return to Philly’s Wells Fargo Center, playing his first game in 
the building as a visitor. It won’t quite have the same nostalgic vibe, but a 
week prior to those Philly reunions, he’ll face Florida for the first time as 
well, on Oct. 29 at FLA Live Arena. 

• Feb. 17, Senators vs. Chicago: DeBrincat will have to wait far longer to 
get his reunion. He’ll face his former side for the first time in February. 
Not long after, he’ll play his first game back in the United Center, 
returning to Chicago on Mar. 6. 

JOHNNY GAUDREAU, Columbus Blue Jackets 

On the other side of the Flames’ rollercoaster summer is Johnny 
Gaudreau, who wreaked havoc on the club and its fanbase with a 
seemingly last-minute decision to leave Calgary, and dropped everyone 
else’s jaws when he chose to sign with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

From afar, the choice seemed a head-scratcher. Coming off a career 
year, leading a club that seemed to be inching closer to contender status, 
Gaudreau packed up and moved to a team that’s missed the post-
season the past two years. On the ice, the decision seemed far from a 
home run. Off the ice, though, the motivation seems clearer, the Salem, 
N.J. native’s move relocating him to the Metropolitan Division, closer to 
home. 

But with the off-season drama of Gaudreau’s change of address now in 
the rear-view — minus a few eyebrow-raising quotes from the winger 
about his former team — the focus now turns to how much his presence 
can raise the Blue Jackets’ level. And, more specifically, to what he and 
former Winnipeg Jet Patrik Laine look like together — the duo having 
both swapped life in Western Canada for a run in a more low-key market. 
Playoff misses aside, the club has talent to work with beyond the starring 
pair — most notably, 33-year-old Jakub Voracek, who managed to lead 
the team with a 62-point effort last season (almost entirely helpers), and 
a blue-chip talent in rookie Kent Johnson. 

Fair or not, the comparisons between Gaudreau and Huberdeau, and the 
Flames and Blue Jackets, are sure to be a talking point this season — at 
least on this side of the border. Who comes out ahead by the season’s 
end? 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 12, Blue Jackets vs. Hurricanes: Gaudreau and Laine get their first 
chance to prove the hockey world wrong. Johnny Hockey’s debut comes 
in a tough situation though, as his Blue Jackets get the Hurricanes on the 
road in Raleigh. 

• Dec. 9, Blue Jackets vs. Flames (in Columbus): For the first time in his 
career, Gaudreau will line up against the Flames in a must-watch reunion 
tilt. 

• Jan. 23, Blue Jackets vs. Flames (in Calgary): The more enticing 
meeting, though, will be this one — Gaudreau’s long-awaited return to 
the Saddledome. There’s no telling how the Flames faithful will respond 
to the return of No. 13 on their ice — will they shower him with cheers for 
his near-decade of service, or with boos for how it all ended? 

MATTHEW TKACHUK, Florida Panthers 

And then there’s Matthew Tkachuk, whose situation is so similar to 
Gaudreau’s, but so very different. 

When it comes to Flames fans’ potential reaction to seeing their former 
precocious winger return to the Dome, you’d have to imagine they can’t 
be too irked given how Tkachuk helped Treliving and Co. land 
Huberdeau and Weegar after deciding to move on. There are sure to be 
some hard feelings towards the former Flame, who got better and better 
each year in Calgary, only to leave town as he entered his prime, but 
Tkachuk surely gets points for the way he handled his exit. 

Moving forward, the bigger question is how he fits into the Panthers’ 
picture next season. There’s plenty to dissect here from both sides. On 
the Panthers’ front, the addition of Tkachuk and all he brings — some 
offensive flair and plenty of sandpaper — has to be weighed against the 
loss of all Huberdeau (the club’s highest scorer last season, by a 
longshot) brought. There’s no doubt the Cats are still absurdly deep up 
front, but it’ll be a different look with Huberdeau no longer part of the 
offence, and Weegar’s absence is sure to alter how the blue line moves 
forward, too. 

For Tkachuk, the pressure will be on from the get-go after the 24-year-old 
inked a massive deal in Florida — eight years at $9.5 million per season, 
making him the second-highest-paid skater on the team — and came to 
town in a deal that shipped out Huberdeau, the franchise’s all-time 
scoring leader. Living up to that pressure won’t necessarily be as simple 
as just playing his game in a Panthers’ sweater. There’s also the matter 
of who he lines up with. 

Through camp so far, the plan seems to be playing Tkachuk alongside 
fellow former Flame Sam Bennett, rather than the club’s premier scoring 
talents, Aleksander Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe. Tkachuk figures to be 
effective regardless of where he slots into the lineup, but given his 100-
point outburst came on a line with Gaudreau and Lindholm — two elite 
playmakers, and the two most dynamic talents Calgary had — it would 
be no surprise if the points were harder to come by this season. 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 13, Panthers vs. Islanders: Tkachuk makes his Panthers debut on 
the road against the Islanders, his first chance to kick off the Matthew 
Tkachuk Friendship Tour out east. 

• Nov. 19, Panthers vs. Flames (in Florida): As said above, this marks the 
first time Tkachuk will face the Flames as a member of the opposition. 
And given the effect Tkachuk usually has on the opposition — see: 
Doughty, Drew — expect some fireworks. 

• Nov. 29, Panthers vs. Flames (in Calgary): Ten days later, the real 
reunion comes, as Tkachuk will skate in front of the C of Red for the first 
time since leaving town. As with Gaudreau, all eyes will be on how the 
Flames faithful react to his return. 

JACK CAMPBELL, Edmonton Oilers 

It’s been a wild few years for Jack Campbell. After some early 
disappointment in Dallas, and those years biding his time and building up 
his game in Los Angeles, the 30-year-old took his shot and ran with it 
over these past few seasons, establishing himself as a bona fide starter 
in Toronto. Now, after just three years and 77 games as a Leaf — a run 
that seemed years longer given his connection to the team and the 
fanbase — Campbell’s off to his fourth organization, and maybe his best 
chance to earn a ring. 

The sheer offensive dominance of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
has papered over plenty of the Oilers’ issues for years, but last season 
the duo showed just how far that strategy can take them, the pair putting 
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up a ridiculous 65 points in 16 games to push Edmonton all the way to 
the third round. Much of the squad around them remains fairly similar, 
aside from one massive change in Campbell. How much will the former 
Maple Leaf move the needle as Edmonton looks to push even further? 

While Campbell’s tenure in Toronto was up and down at times, there 
were stretches where the netminder looked truly elite. The question is 
whether those stretches of brilliance represent the goalie Edmonton will 
get the majority of the time, or whether they’ll be a similar rarity in his 
new sweater. If life behind the Oilers’ blue line proves a bigger challenge 
for Campbell, Edmonton might find itself in roughly the same position 
they were in last year — strong enough to get by everyone but the two 
teams who seem likely to be waiting at the finish line. 

But if Campbell can be the netminder he was in those world-beating 
moments, who knows how far the Oilers can go with McDavid and 
Draisaitl rolling through defenders as they always have? 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 12, Oilers vs. Canucks: Campbell will have some early 
opportunities to endear himself to Oilers fans, as his first two games with 
his new club — starting with the Canucks, and followed by Game 1 of the 
2022-23 Battle of Alberta on Oct. 15 — come against longtime rivals. 

• Mar. 1, Oilers vs. Maple Leafs (in Edmonton): Campbell gets his first 
chance to face off against his former club’s high-flying offence during the 
home stretch of the season. Where each club stands in its respective 
playoff race should add some fuel to the fire. 

• Mar. 11, Oilers vs. Maple Leafs (in Toronto): Ten days later, the fan 
favourite will return to Scotiabank Arena to play in front of the Maple 
Leafs’ fans, who used to rain ’Souuuup’ chants down him every game.   

JURAJ SLAFKOVSKY / KIRBY DACH / SEAN MONAHAN, Montreal 
Canadiens 

The intrigue in Montreal stretches beyond this off-season, back to the 
arrival of GM Kent Hughes and head coach Martin St. Louis. After getting 
a chance to reshape the club down the home stretch of the 2021-22 
campaign, there’s enough intrigue in Montreal heading into 2022-23 
simply in getting a full season of St. Louis manning the bench. But he’ll 
have some new weapons to work with, too. 

Leading that influx of new talent is, of course, Juraj Slafkovsky, who 
earned Montreal’s No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. The big-bodied 
winger should have enough size and skill to hold his own in the big 
leagues from the get-go if he makes the roster out of camp, but whether 
he can be an impact player as quickly remains to be seen. Also joining 
the fray up front is Kirby Dach, another towering lottery pick, who spent 
the past three seasons building up his game in Chicago. He’s yet to live 
up to the pressure that comes with being a No. 3 pick, but at 21 years 
old, there’s still plenty of time for him to become a key piece down the 
middle in Montreal moving forward.  

Building off all the Flames talk, throw Sean Monahan into that mix, too. 
While the former Flames top-line centre has seen his career derailed by 
injuries over the past few seasons, Monahan will get a chance at a reset 
in Montreal, and should be motivated to carve out a role with his new 
club after being benched at the end of his run in Calgary. 

The departure of Jeff Petry figures to shake up the blue line, too. In his 
place, the Canadiens get Pointe-Claire, Que. native Mike Matheson, 
fresh off of rebuilding his game in Pittsburgh to become a capable puck-
carrier for the veteran squad. How his high-risk, high-reward style will fit 
with the younger Habs is unclear, but he surely has the skill to make 
some waves in Montreal. 

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 12, Canadiens vs. Maple Leafs: How else to begin a new era and 
work in a handful of new pieces than against the club’s biggest rival?  

• Oct. 17, Canadiens vs. Penguins: Four games into the season, the 
Canadiens host the Penguins, which will give Matheson a chance to face 

his former squad. Perhaps more importantly, it’ll mark the return of Jeff 
Petry to Montreal after the veteran defender logged eight impressive 
seasons for the club. 

• Nov. 25, Canadiens vs. Chicago: Dach gets his first chance to return to 
the United Center in late November, to face the team who moved on from 
him before he could prove he was worth building around. 

• Dec. 1, Canadiens vs. Flames: A few games later, Monahan will make 
his return to the Dome to face the Flames. It’ll be an important one for the 
city and for the former sixth-overall pick, whose near-decade in Calgary 
began with him kicking off the post-Iginla era and jump-starting the youth 
movement that continued with Gaudreau, Bennett and Tkachuk. 

MATT MURRAY / ILYA SAMSONOV, Toronto Maple Leafs 

After what’s seemed like a decade of high-stakes, all-or-nothing seasons 
in Toronto, the Maple Leafs seem to have truly arrived at a make-or-
break season. Six straight years of one-and-done playoff hockey have 
put the Leafs brass on the hot seat. While progress has come — most 
notably in the form of a seven-game nail-biter against the defending 
champion Lightning last season — other exits (against Montreal a year 
prior, Columbus the year before that) — are tougher to wave away. 

If another promising season has collapsed under the Maple Leafs by the 
time the 2023 playoffs are through, it’s tough to see how the club moves 
forward without some more significant surgery — whether that’s on the 
ice or in the front office. And that potential success hinges on what 
happens in the Leafs’ net. 

After moving on from Frederik Andersen and handing the reins to 
Campbell, seemingly for the long haul, Toronto finds itself with a new No. 
1 yet again. This time, the gamble seems more polarizing — some are 
optimistic that Matt Murray can return to the form that allowed him to 
make history as the first rookie goaltender to win two Stanley Cups, while 
others wonder if GM Kyle Dubas is showing too much loyalty to another 
former player of his.  

The wild card in all of this is Ilya Samsonov, the former Capitals first-
round pick, who will likely make more noise than expected as the season 
rolls on. He hasn’t yet shown what he’s capable of since that first-round 
selection, but if — like Murray — he can reclaim the form he showed in 
his younger days, he’ll get his chance to shine in Toronto. 

The tests are sure to come early and often as the Maple Leafs must once 
again fend off a couple heavyweight contenders in their division. They’ve 
shown they have plenty of promise elsewhere in the lineup, but the 
season will go as their goaltending does.  

GAMES TO WATCH: 

• Oct. 12, Maple Leafs vs. Canadiens: As said above, the Leafs’ new 
netminders — likely Murray — will get a chance to win over Leafs Nation 
early as Toronto faces the rival Canadiens in Game 1 of the regular 
season.  

• Oct. 13, Maple Leafs vs. Capitals: If Murray gets the opener, it would be 
no surprise to see Samsonov get his first shot in Game 2 of the season, 
a chance to face his former club in Toronto’s home opener at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

• Oct. 15, Maple Leafs vs. Senators: Murray should get his own chance 
to face his former club two nights later, when the Leafs host their 
provincial rival, wrapping up the reunion tour early. 
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Interim board chair Andrea Skinner was defiant while testifying before a 
Canadian Heritage standing committee Tuesday, insisting embattled 
Hockey Canada CEO Scott Smith and his leadership team will not be 
removed from their positions despite repeated calls for their ouster from 
members of parliament across party lines. 

Skinner and former Hockey Canada board chair Michael Brind’Amour 
testified for two hours in a hearing that at times became contentious. 
Brind’Amour was repeatedly scolded for not responding to direct 
questions with direct answers, while Skinner was challenged on the 
board’s decision to settle a lawsuit related to an alleged sexual assault in 
2018 without having read the settlement agreement. 

Shortly after the meeting ended, a spokesperson confirmed Minister of 
Sport Pascale St-Onge has agreed to NDP MP Peter Julian's request for 
a full independent audit of Hockey Canada dating back to 2016. The 
government already had committed to a partial audit to discover whether 
government funds were used to settle a lawsuit connected to a 2018 
alleged sexual assault. 

Time and again, Skinner testified Tuesday that Hockey Canada has the 
right leaders in place, that the organization has “an excellent reputation” 
and that it has become the victim of “substantial misinformation and 
unduly cynical attacks” from the media. 

Skinner said board resignations and the removal of Hockey Canada’s top 
executives would be a mistake that could lead to chaos that impacts 
even minor hockey. 

“I think that there is a significant risk to the organization if all of the board 
resigns and all of senior leadership is no longer there,” Skinner said. “I 
think that will be very impactful in a negative way to our boys and girls 
who are playing hockey. Will the lights stay on in the rink? I don’t know. 
We can’t predict that, and to me that’s not a risk worth taking. That’s why 
I stepped into this role.” 

The hearing marked the fourth day of testimony by Hockey Canada 
officials since June after TSN reported the organization agreed to settle a 
$3.55 million lawsuit filed by a woman who alleged she had been 
sexually assaulted in June 2018 at a Hockey Canada Foundation event 
in London, Ont., by eight former Canadian Hockey League players, at 
least some of whom were members of the 2018 World Juniors team. 

Hockey Canada, the National Hockey League and police in London are 
all investigating. Police in Halifax are also investigating allegations that a 
woman was sexually assaulted during the 2003 World Juniors 
tournament by several members of the Canadian team. 

Neither the allegations connected to London nor those tied to Halifax 
have been proven. 

Tuesday’s hearing began with Skinner telling the committee that 
scapegoating hockey when there are widespread problems in society 
was “counterproductive.” 

“Suggesting that toxic behaviour is somehow a specific hockey problem, 
or to scapegoat hockey as a centrepiece for toxic culture is, in my 
opinion, counterproductive to finding solutions, and risks overlooking the 
change that needs to be made more broadly to prevent and address toxic 
behaviour – particularly against women,” she said. 

When Skinner later pointed out that two Canadian politicians were 
recently accused of sexual assault, MPs quickly responded that those 
politicians faced consequences. 

Skinner testified that when Hockey Canada’s board agreed to settle the 
lawsuit brought by the woman who alleged she was assaulted in 2018, 
the organization did so because of its “compassion” for her. 

MPs repeatedly used the hearing to criticize Hockey Canada. 

Julian said there had been a lack of accountability and transparency from 
Hockey Canada that was "profoundly disturbing." Conservative MP Kevin 
Waugh said he was disappointed in Brind’Amour’s leadership, telling him, 
"You’re part of the problem." 

Julian asked Skinner whether Hockey Canada’s board has discussed 
releasing victims of sexual assault from any non-disclosure agreements 
they may have signed in connection with settlements with Hockey 
Canada. 

"Hockey Canada will consider it, with a view to allowing it unless there is 
a reason not to," Skinner answered. 

Conservative MP Rachael Thomas repeatedly pressed Skinner on the 
decision to keep Smith in his current role, arguing that making real 
change starts at the top. 

“You’ve decided, contrary to all of the literature out there, all of the 
research that has been done that would say start with the leader, and 
you have said no, we are going to protect the leader, we are going to 
keep the leader, and somehow magically still change culture. Is that 
correct?” 

Skinner disagreed with Thomas’ assertion. 

“We’ve not said we’re going to protect the CEO and somehow magically 
change the culture,” Skinner said. “…The board carefully evaluates and 
considers whether we have the appropriate people in place, based on all 
of the information. We have done that.” 

Liberal MP Anthony Housefather read several times from Hockey 
Canada's Aug. 2 board meeting minutes, which said the organization 
needed a "communication strategy.” 

"We need to start defending and stop sitting in the neutral zone," 
Housefather said, quoting from the notes before comparing the 
organization’s approach to former U.S. president Donald Trump. 

Housefather also rejected the idea that the 2018 incident was handled 
appropriately, pointing out that board members did not properly 
document their discussions about the prospective settlement and did not 
read the lawsuit’s settlement agreement, relying only on advice from an 
outside law firm. 

Skinner was asked later by Housefather to grade Smith’s performance 
while leading Hockey Canada. 

“I’m a hard marker and I think that the circumstances in which Mr. Smith 
has been working have been really extraordinary and difficult,” Skinner 
said. “I would say he’s conducting himself as an A in the circumstances.” 

“This shows that there is a clear discrepancy between how the leadership 
of Hockey Canada views the management of Hockey Canada and how 
this committee of all parties and the Canadian public views the 
leadership of Hockey Canada,” Housefather responded. 

“I don’t think you’ll win back the favour of Canadians and get parents to 
feel confident about Hockey Canada or participants to feel confident in 
Hockey Canada until, as Ms. Thomas rightly said, you look at the leader 
and excise that leader. I think you’re missing that right now.” 

Julian also asked about Hockey Canada’s board’s spending. 

When he asked Brind'Amour if he has attended board meeting dinners 
that cost more than $5,000, Brind’Amour answered, "If that did take place 
it must have taken place at special events..." 

Brind'Amour also confirmed an allegation made earlier this summer by a 
whistleblower that Hockey Canada has paid more than $3,000 apiece for 
championship rings for Hockey Canada board members. 

In the final moments of the meeting, Julian asked Skinner to provide the 
committee the interim report on the 2018 incident by Henein Hutchison 
LLP, the Toronto law firm hired by Hockey Canada to investigate the 
alleged incident. 
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Skinner refused, citing solicitor-client privilege. 
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