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How the Carolina Hurricanes manipulate time and space to help their goalies 

By Cam Charron 
 
In my introductory column on Monday, I referenced the fact 
that data can be used to help us ask good questions. One 
question has been nagging me for quite some time: Why do 
Carolina Hurricanes goalies perform so well? 
 
Back in the 2021 offseason, you might have been forgiven 
for expecting the Canes to have trouble matching their 
record from the previous season. After all, they were second 
in the NHL in save percentage in a shortened season, with a 
93.5 percent save percentage at 5v5, beaten out only by 
Nashville. However, that offseason, they saw all three of their 
goalies — Alex Nedeljkovic, James Reimer and Petr Mrazek 
— depart in free agency.  
The primary replacement for their three-headed monster was 
Frederik Andersen, who had some well-documented 
struggles in Toronto. He spent the majority of the second half 
of the 2021 season hurt and lost the starter’s job to Jack 
Campbell. In eight games following his return from his first 
injury, Andersen had just an 89.8 percent save percentage at 
5v5. 
 
But, when Andersen actually began playing games for the 
Hurricanes, he was making many more saves. With save 
percentages dropping leaguewide, Andersen actually 
improved on his save percentage by posting a 92.6 percent 
in Carolina last season, up from 92.3 percent over his prior 
three seasons in Toronto. Antti Raanta, who’d done well in 
limited time (92.4 percent in 57 games with Arizona) over the 
same span, held firm, posting a 92.3 percent. 
 
What’s more, we saw Nedeljkovic and Reimer struggle: After 
they had 93.7 percent and 92.1 percent Sv% at 5v5 with the 
Hurricanes, both put up matching 91.2 save percentages last 
season, landing both below the NHL average. I don’t even 
want to begin to write about what happened with Mrazek. 
 
Now, we have other tools with which to measure goalies than 
pure save percentage: We can also look to see how each 
goaltender did relative to their expected goals over the same 
span. Using Natural Stat Trick’s data, I looked at how each 
goalie performed both with Carolina and away from Carolina, 
the idea being that if Carolina lowered the expected value of 
each shot, their goalies would have a much better save 
percentage. 
 
However, expected goals tell virtually the same story as save 
percentage: Each goalie had a much stronger goals saved 
above expected (GSAx) per 100 shots faced when playing 
with the Hurricanes than away from them: 
  

(Reimer’s numbers appear different in the table than in the 
text because his stats from the ‘18-19 season with Florida 
are included.) 
 
So why is this happening? Two things and I will start with the 
boring one. 
Scorekeeper bias 
 
There are several models that attempt to estimate the value 
of every shot. For simplicity’s sake, I have used Natural Stat 
Trick, since the data is easy to get to and goes all the way 
back to 2008. However, these data are not completely 
reliable: Shots for and against are recorded by scorekeepers 
on-site. It’s possible that Carolina’s goalies perform well for 
the same reason that Islanders forwards have gaudy hit 
totals: A home scorekeeper is putting their thumb on the 
scale and recording more shots, or more dangerous shots, 
than what is actually happening on the ice. 
 
If that were the case, we would see a discrepancy in each 
goalie’s numbers at home and on the road. Since the ‘18-19 
season, we do, albeit not when looking at save percentage: 
 
Our collection of goalies (only Mrazek, Andersen, and 
Reimer are listed here, but it includes every goalie that suited 
up for Carolina since ‘18-19) perform much better at home 
than on the road by GSAx/100 shots against, thanks in part 
to the fact that the expected save percentage for a shot 
against Carolina at home is 90.8 percent, compared to 92.1 
percent on the road. That is a large enough gap that makes 
me think there is some scorekeeper error that is partially 
responsible for Carolina’s goaltender results. 
 
(The culprit is likely rebound shots: 14 percent of shots 
against recorded against Carolina at home from ‘18-19 were 
counted as “rebound” attempts, which is a shot within three 
seconds of a previous shot. On the road, this number was 
just 11 percent. The three percent gap was the largest in the 
NHL, meaning the Carolina scorekeepers are probably 
overcounting jam plays in front of the net, occasionally 
counting two or three shots on a sequence where a 
scorekeeper in another building would count just one or two.) 
 
However, I am not completely satisfied with the result. 
Despite being average away from home, we saw above that 
our collection of five goalies who changed teams in the 2021 
offseason combined to be below average when playing with 
other teams aside from Carolina. There is something else 
that the Hurricanes are doing to reduce the quality of shots 
their goalie faces. 
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Unfortunately, working with the limited data we have, we are 
forced to do something drastic here: Watch the games and 
count things. 
Pre-shot movement and closing defensively 
 
Expected goals models are hindered by the data that are 
available to analysts, such as the shot coordinates and the 
amount of time between events. However, when you watch a 
game, there is more to the shot than simply where it was 
taken. Shots that are preceded by a hard pass can get the 
goalie out of position. Almost as important, a shot that is 
completely uncontested by the defence, where the forward 
has lots of time and space to set up his shot and aim, has a 
much better chance of going in than those that don’t. 
 
The four top teams in shooting percentage this past season 
were St. Louis, Minnesota, Tampa Bay, and Toronto. All four 
teams greatly out-scored their expected goals, and also 
appear to move the puck very well in the offensive zone. I 
watched four games by each team: Two against Carolina, to 
see what the Hurricanes did to suppress the quality of shot 
the opposition faced, and one game from each against two 
control teams (I chose Winnipeg and Ottawa). 
 
Not content with trusting the NHL’s data, I instead simply 
counted shot attempts as I saw them, along with three other 
vital pieces of information. 
 
    What was the distance of the shot (for simplicity, I only 
looked at close range, mid-range, and perimeter shots, using 
the faceoff circles as a guide) 
    Was the shot set up by a pass (ie: did the shooter get the 
puck in an open area thanks to a pass from his teammate?) 
    Was there a defender in the area doing something to 
affect the shooter’s ability to take a clean shot? 
 
To show the importance of pre-shot movement as well as 
contested shots, here is the save percentage by goalies 
against each type of shot. I excluded perimeter shots for this, 
as well as shots that were deflections or rebounds.  
 
Even over a 16-game sample, we see some very drastic 
results, and what we would expect: A shooter’s ability to take 
a good shot is not simply due to his ability to get to a good 
spot, but having the time and space to get his shot off quickly 
results in a much better chance than a shot where a 
defender has his stick in the way. 
 
Here are two examples of uncontested goals, both taking 
place in the same game. In both cases, a Wild defenceman 
activates (Jordan Spurgeon in the first clip and Jon Merrill in 
the second) and sets up the shot as they close the distance 
to the net: 
 
For Carolina, they were a strong team at closing in on the 
shooter. It isn’t exactly an industry secret that the Hurricanes 
are an active team defensively and very aggressive without 
the puck. The ability of their defenders to move quickly to 
take away space from their opposition is likely what makes 
them such a strong defensive team in general. 
 
There was a very stark difference between the Hurricanes 
and the Jets/Sens at preventing the opposition from getting 

good shots away. Among non-perimeter, non-rebound, non-
deflected shots, 37 percent of shots on goal against Carolina 
were contested and without a setup pass, compared to 30 
percent against the Jets/Sens. In addition, just 18 percent of 
shots on goal against Carolina were uncontested and were 
preceded by a pass, compared to 23 percent against the 
Jets/Sens. 
 
Basically, the Hurricanes found a way to both shut down 
passes, but also to get into good positions while their 
opponents were shooting. They simply didn’t give up many 
grade-A chances because of how aggressive they were. 
 
I wanted to find some video of times where promising 
offensive sequences were quickly shut down by the 
Hurricanes’ aggressiveness. First, we’ll look at a short 
sequence against the Wild: 
 
Observe how aggressive both Hurricanes defencemen are in 
this clip: Brady Skjei (76) and Brett Pesce (22) rush to close 
down a Kirill Kaprizov (97) rush. Kaprizov is one of the most 
dangerous forwards in the NHL and seems to have a lot of 
space ahead of him, but Skjei gets his stick in the way 
preventing Kaprizov from pulling the puck to his forehand. 
Meanwhile, Pesce recognizes Ryan Hartman (38) entering 
the offensive zone and cuts off the passing option in the 
middle of the ice. Within seconds, the offensive chance is 
wiped out. 
 
Here’s a second video, against the Maple Leafs. 
 
After recovering the puck, John Tavares (91) who is a very 
strong finisher, looks to have a lot of space to walk out and 
take a shot, but Pesce stays right with his man. There is no 
passing option available in front of the net to Alex Kerfoot 
(15), because a Canes forward, Jesper Fast (71) has come 
all the way back and is occupying the space in front of the 
net, and even appears ready to aid Pesce if Tavares is able 
to make a move around him. 
 
And a third, this time against the Blues. 
 
Again, we have a forward, Seth Jarvis (24) hustling back to 
cut down the angle of Blues forward Robert Thomas (18). 
Thomas has great offensive instincts and uses them to set 
up a give-and-go with Vladimir Tarasenko (91) at the blue 
line to get the puck in a great shooting position with a lot of 
speed. Jarvis, however, doesn’t let him get away and closes 
down on him quickly and restricts the caliber of shot that 
Thomas can take. This was recorded as a shot on goal (and 
had a six percent probability of being a goal). 
 
It doesn’t seem like much, but this is an aspect of the game 
that the Hurricanes appear to be much better at than their 
opposition. It’s worth noting that this aggressiveness (you 
see Jaccob Slavin try to knock the puck off Tarasenko, 
allowing Tarasenko to complete the give-and-go) does give 
opponents the opportunity to break free and generate odd-
man rushes. This type of system only seems like it would 
work if the right mix of forwards are able to provide ample 
support, since it does fail often. The Hurricanes have 
accepted this trade-off, rushing opponents into decisions. 
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We can see it in one last clip here, where the 
aggressiveness by the Canes allows an excellent scoring 
chance against the Blues. 
 
After a giveaway, Ryan O’Reilly (90) quickly finds the puck 
and sets up a nice passing play. This is what the Blues are 
good at, working quickly to get the puck to open men around 
the net. Here, the puck makes its way to David Perron (57) 
who has a lot of space thanks to the fact that Ethan Bear 
(25) tried to pressure the Blues’ Brandon Saad (20) as soon 
as he touched the puck. Slavin is rarely caught but is on this 
play. Still, with how quickly the Hurricanes forced the Blues 
to work, Perron may not be prepared for the chance and 
doesn’t set up his deke, and winds up missing the net. 

 
A rushed shot without any pre-shot movement, even from a 
good area of the ice, has only a slightly better chance of 
going in as a shot from the outside. While we know the 
importance of things like shot distance and angle when it 
comes to evaluating the likelihood of a shot attempt turning 
into the goal, shutting down dangerous pass plays and 
closing quickly also prevent the shooter from getting a great 
shot away. In addition to friendly scorekeeping that juices 
their numbers a little bit, Hurricanes goalies also benefit from 
the aggressive style of defense played by the team in front of 
them, a defense that appears able to reliably limit the caliber 
of shots against.

 
 
 

NHL point projections for all 32 teams: Experts react to Dom’s model 
 
Are the Maple Leafs really the NHL’s top team? Will Matthew 
Tkachuk win more games playing in Sunrise, Fla., this 
season than his old teammates do in Calgary? Which teams 
are due for the sharpest rises and declines in 2022-23? 
 
The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn has answered these 
questions with his point-projection model and gone deep on 
each result in our annual team previews, along with Shayna 
Goldman, Sean Gentille and Hailey Salvian. 
 
Now let’s go to the reporters who know each team best and 
see what they think of the projections. 
 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Projected points: 110.5 
 
This seems about right to me. The core of the team that set a 
franchise record with 115 points last season is still here. 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner are only getting better, 
and they were pretty freakin’ good last season. The 
supporting cast around them has changed slightly, but 
Michael Bunting is still around to crash the net and enrage 
opponents, and Nicolas Aube-Kubel and Zach Aston-Reese 
figure to make the bottom six more useful. The defense is 
solid, if aging. The goaltending is a question mark, but it was 
so-so, at best, last season. This should be a top-five NHL 
team, at worst, in the regular season. — Jonas Siegel 
 
Calgary Flames 
 
Projected points: 107.1 
 
This is fewer points than the Flames notched last season 
(111) but still has them sitting pretty at No. 2 overall. And, 
frankly, it checks out, though nobody should be shocked if 
the Avalanche are the best team in the West again; the 
margin between the two teams is *very* thin. Sure, Calgary 
lost some franchise players. That’s been discussed ad 
nauseam. But the end result of Brad Treliving’s offseason is 
a core group that includes two new elite players, one a top-
pair-caliber defender (MacKenzie Weegar) and the other a 

comparable to departed Johnny Gaudreau (Jonathan 
Huberdeau). Not to mention Nazem Kadri, among other 
returning faces looking to build off career seasons (Elias 
Lindholm and Andrew Mangiapane) or hoping to progress 
(Dillon Dube) — plus Jacob Markstrom, a Vezina-caliber 
goalie, and Darryl Sutter, the NHL’s coach of the year in 
2021-22. If we believe Treliving did his best to minimize the 
damage — if not improve his roster — Calgary should once 
again be one of the very best teams in the Western 
Conference, if not the league. — Hailey Salvian and Julian 
McKenzie 
 
Colorado Avalanche 
 
Projected points: 106.6 
 
The Avalanche have been among the top point-getters in the 
league each of the past three seasons, so it makes sense 
Dom’s model has them in the top three. I expected them to 
be the favorites, judging by how much the model has liked 
the roster in past years, but third isn’t a shock, either, 
especially considering the uncertainty around the team’s 
goaltending and the model’s distrust of the Avalanche’s 
fourth line. Colorado’s roster should get stronger as the year 
goes on — the Avalanche will be buyers at the deadline — 
so the model could like it more by the time the playoffs roll 
around. Plus, players like Darren Helm and Erik Johnson 
found another gear this past postseason, and maybe they 
can find it again and outdo their projections when the games 
matter most. — Peter Baugh 
 
Florida Panthers 
 
Projected points: 105.9 
 
That’s a drop from 2021-22, sure, but projecting a team to 
have 122 points ever — let alone in consecutive seasons — 
is a tough sell. Great as Matthew Tkachuk is, the Panthers 
lost a bit at the top end of their lineup when they acquired 
him, and a large chunk of last season’s deadline-acquired 
depth is now elsewhere. Throw in the presumed learning 
curve under new coach Paul Maurice and an almost-certain 
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offensive downturn, and a bit of a dip seems inevitable. This 
still should be one of the best teams in a strong division, but 
a Presidents’ Trophy repeat probably isn’t happening. — 
Sean Gentille 
 
Minnesota Wild 
 
Projected points: 105.5 
 
Who’s to argue with Dom, The Athletic’s resident Minnesota 
Wild bestie? He’s always been bullish on the team, even 
before it was trendy and they turned into one of the league’s 
more entertaining teams. Last season, the Wild outscored 
many of their problems (penalty kill, subpar goaltending) with 
the fifth-most goals per game in the NHL and a ridiculous 21 
goals with an extra attacker. One has to think they won’t get 
so lucky this year, especially with Kevin Fiala gone. They can 
no longer rely on late-game heroics. But if they get better 
goaltending with Marc-Andre Fleury here for a full year and 
improve their feeble power play and porous penalty kill, 
105.5 points is doable in this conference. — Michael Russo 
 
Boston Bruins 
 
Projected points: 103.8 
 
It’s a slightly generous sum. Even if the Bruins’ schedule at 
the start is not difficult, being without Brad Marchand and 
Charlie McAvoy for as long as two months is a lot to 
overcome. The Bruins also don’t know how the 34-year-old 
Marchand will recover from double hip surgery. The other 
question is how much the Bruins will compromise their 
defense and goaltending by opening up their attack under 
new coach Jim Montgomery. During Bruce Cassidy’s tenure, 
Boston could always be counted on to be one of the stingiest 
teams in the league. That’s not as sure a bet now. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 
 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Projected points: 103.5 
 
This is pretty spot on. The Lightning don’t care how many 
points they get, as long as they make the playoffs, and 
everyone agrees that’s still the expectation with the three-
time-defending conference champion. It could be a struggle 
early on as Tampa Bay deals with the losses of Ondrej Palat 
and Ryan McDonagh and the injuries to Anthony Cirelli and 
Zach Bogosian, both of whom are expected back by late 
November or early December. But their top stars, including 
Brayden Point, are healthy and determined to make another 
deep run. — Joe Smith 
 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Projected points: 102.9 
 
The Hurricanes are legitimate contenders and should finish 
first in the Metropolitan Division, so a 100-plus-point season 
feels right. Anything less would be a disappointment unless a 
second- or third-place finish in the regular season leads to a 
longer playoff run. If Max Pacioretty — a goal scorer who 
could bring the oomph this roster has been missing — was 

going to be in the lineup for the full season, maybe it would 
push the Hurricanes a bit higher. But since he’s out for the 
next few months, this seems like a reasonable projection. — 
Shayna Goldman 
 
Edmonton Oilers 
 
Projected points: 100.3 
 
Too low. The Oilers are returning almost the entire roster that 
finished last season with 104 points and reached the 
Western Conference final. Jack Campbell and Stuart Skinner 
should provide more consistent goaltending than the tandem 
of Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen did. And young players 
like Evan Bouchard, Ryan McLeod, Kailer Yamamoto, Dylan 
Holloway and Philip Broberg are on the rise. Edmonton 
should be pushing for a Pacific Division title. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 
 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Projected points: 100.3 
 
The Penguins have played to a combined .643 points 
percentage over the last three seasons. Hitting that would 
give them about 105 points, which seems like a strong high-
water mark for this group, given its questionable depth 
outside of a potentially great (when healthy) top-six forward 
group. They actually match up well with division rivals the 
Rangers and Hurricanes, so hitting the century mark again is 
a reasonable expectation — especially given coach Mike 
Sullivan’s history of getting his group to over-perform when 
injuries inevitably do their number on the top-tier talent. Plus, 
the Penguins’ top four on the back end figures to be a low-
key strength this season. — Rob Rossi 
 
Nashville Predators 
 
Projected points: 97.2 
 
I think that projection is right on point. The Predators added 
two key pieces in the offseason to shore up their second line 
and defense corps, and Nino Niederreiter and Ryan 
McDonagh have given strong indications in the preseason 
that they’ll help as intended. And Juuse Saros should be 
considered a Vezina contender until further notice. So even if 
Matt Duchene and Roman Josi regress from their career 
seasons, this team looks solid. — Joe Rexrode 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
Projected points: 96.9 
 
The Capitals vs. Dom’s Model has become an annual 
tradition at The Athletic. Every year, the model undersells 
Alex Ovechkin and Co., and every year they laugh in the 
face of Father Time and rack up 100 or more points. I’m 
confident that’s going to happen again. In fact, one could 
argue that this season’s team — even beginning the season 
without Nicklas Backstrom (hip), Tom Wilson (knee) and Carl 
Hagelin (eye/hip) — is actually a smidge better than last 
season’s. Why? GM Brian MacLellan signed Stanley Cup-
winning goaltender Darcy Kuemper to shore up his club’s 
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biggest weakness. Oh, and Wilson will be back at some 
point, and it’s possible Backstrom is going to return, too. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 
 
Dallas Stars 
 
Projected points: 96.8 
 
This looks pretty fair. The Stars finished with 98 points last 
season, and there has been some shuffling in significant 
areas. The biggest one is obviously a whole new coaching 
staff, but losing John Klingberg was also significant, as was 
adding Nils Lundkvist and Mason Marchment. All in all, the 
Stars are probably a similar caliber team to last season, 
though the 97-point range is likely closer to the lower end of 
where they should be expected to finish. — Saad Yousuf 
 
New York Rangers 
 
Projected points: 95.4 
 
Seems low. Vegas has them pegged around 100 points, and 
unless Igor Shesterkin falls in a ditch, it doesn’t seem likely 
he’ll regress so far that the Rangers are a borderline playoff 
team rather than a division contender. — Arthur Staple 
 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Projected points: 93.6 
 
The Golden Knights are one of the hardest teams to project 
due to all the uncertainty. The group of skaters is obviously 
talented, but we haven’t seen how they’ll play under new 
coach Bruce Cassidy, what it looks like when they’re all 
healthy or how the inexperienced goaltending will hold up. 
My initial thought is the Knights will surpass the projection of 
93.6 points. Their ceiling is high — over 100 points in my 
opinion — but my confidence level that they’ll reach that 
ceiling is much lower than in past years. — Jesse Granger 
 
Los Angeles Kings 
 
Projected points: 92.6 
 
This is an interesting projection in that, on one hand, the 
Kings appear to be on an upward climb, with intriguing young 
talent, a system that remains deep in quality prospects, 
veterans who can perform and a new 85-point winger in 
Kevin Fiala. On the other hand, I do have a feeling that the 
Pacific is going to be tougher than many give it credit for 
after some down seasons. There are players who may not 
put up the kind of offensive numbers they did last season 
(Phillip Danault) but there are others who have the talent to 
start breaking out (Quinton Byfield, Arthur Kaliyev). L.A. 
could be a better team than last season and still have a real 
fight on its hands to make the playoffs, with Edmonton and 
Calgary as locks, Vegas as a talented wild card and 
Vancouver looking to take the next step. — Eric Stephens 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
Projected points: 92.2 
 

When I read Dom’s projection for the Blues, I understood 
where he and his model were coming from. They’ve lost one 
of their top all-around players in David Perron and a goalie 
who arguably saved their 2021-22 season in Ville Husso. 
That said, they’re still strong up front, with eight 20-goal 
scorers returning, and say what you want about Nick Leddy 
but he gives Colton Parayko a quality defensive partner and 
solidifies the top four. The Blues may not be a 109-point 
team in 2022-23 as they were in 2021-22, but if Jordan 
Binnington can be the goalie we saw in last year’s playoffs, 
they’ll be better than 92.2 points. — Jeremy Rutherford 
 
Vancouver Canucks 
 
Projected points: 91.7 
 
This point total seems a tad low, considering the expected 
playoff bar, but the model handicapped the Canucks’ playoff 
chances at 49 percent, which is a very fair assessment. The 
Canucks have high-end offensive pieces and the goaltending 
to make waves, but their blue line remains a concern, and 
the club is already being tested with key injuries. If Elias 
Pettersson and Quinn Hughes can level up into true 
superstars, there’s a good chance the club can outperform 
this projection and make the playoffs. — Harman Dayal 
 
New Jersey Devils 
 
Projected points: 90.4 
 
This seems fair considering the improvements the Devils 
made in the offseason, with adds at forward (Ondrej Palat), 
defense (John Marino) and in goal (Vitek Vanecek). This 
team didn’t get ultra spicy and push itself higher in the 
Metropolitan Division, but it could progress enough to 
actually be in the playoff race. If players can outperform their 
projections — as Jack Hughes is likely to and Dawson 
Mercer could — they Devils will push a bit higher than the 
90-point mark. It’s too soon to project anything higher with 
this crease, even though preseason was promising. — 
Shayna Goldman 
 
New York Islanders 
 
Projected points: 89.1 
 
The Islanders are a tough team to predict. Were their 
struggles last season circumstantial? Or are they an older 
team whose Stanley Cup window is now shut? I tend to think 
they’re still a playoff bubble team, which means I would take 
the over on Dom’s projection. Even if they struggle to score, 
which they probably will at times, their goaltending tandem of 
Ilya Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov should win them enough 
games to keep them in the mix. — Kevin Kurz 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
Projected points: 88.3 
 
I think this is a reasonable bet for a model to make. It’s 
looking at two to three years’ worth of performance, giving 
more weight to the most recent season and correctly 
identifying a group of players with plenty of brand-name 
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appeal as underwhelming. Meanwhile, Winnipeg’s bet is that 
Rick Bowness’ coaching staff can instill better 200-foot 
hockey, thus improving everybody’s defensive metrics and 
making a playoff spot less about Connor Hellebuyck’s 
heroics and more about skaters helping in all three zones. All 
to say: The model makes sense, but great leadership could 
lead Winnipeg to the playoffs in spite of that fact. — Murat 
Ates 
 
Ottawa Senators 
 
Projected points: 87.8 
 
This feels about right, and while it doesn’t project the 
Senators to be a playoff team, it does represent a significant 
jump from the 73 points they ended with last season. If they 
can flirt with the 90-point plateau and be in the playoff race 
down the stretch, I think most Ottawa fans would consider 
this a successful season. — Ian Mendes 
 
Seattle Kraken 
 
Projected points: 87.2 
 
The model may have been too high on the Kraken last 
season, but this number feels more on par with their 
trajectory. A key weakness was addressed with more 
forward depth and scoring. And while there’s no bonafide 
elite player at this moment, there should be enough 
supporting players to combine for a capable offense. The 
wild card is what kind of goaltending they’ll get. Philipp 
Grubauer was a Vezina finalist the year before he came to 
Seattle, and if he can deliver at least average goaltending, 
the only direction this team should go from Year 1 is up. — 
Shayna Goldman 
 
Detroit Red Wings 
 
Projected points: 82.6 
 
I’ve personally had a gut feeling of 85 points for Detroit this 
season, but it’s hard to quibble with what amounts to a 
difference of one win. The Red Wings should be a better 
hockey team — possibly even markedly so. The preseason 
has given real reason to believe they will be improved 
defensively, in particular. But they still enter the season with 
a lot to prove before they get much benefit of the doubt. — 
Max Bultman 
 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
Projected points: 80.2 
 
I’m a little more bullish on Anaheim’s prospects than Dom’s 
model is — not in the sense that I think the Ducks will be a 
playoff team, but I do think they’ll be more competitive and 
make a push toward 90 points. That won’t be enough to get 
them into the postseason, but it would show the 
improvement that is expected after general manager Pat 
Verbeek filled some big holes this summer following his 
trade-deadline teardown. They’ll have two credible scoring 
lines — not great ones, but credible and maybe a tad 
underrated. And they’ll have a mobile defense that won’t be 

confused with an elite shutdown group but has the puck-
moving ability to trigger the offensive attack. It could be high-
event hockey in Anaheim. If John Gibson can hold up and 
deliver better goaltending, the Ducks could be a surprise 
wild-card contender. — Eric Stephens 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
Projected points: 76.9 
 
I think Dom’s model is pretty accurate here. The Sharks 
might have enough improved depth and solid goaltending to 
be pluckier than expected, but it is more likely the club’s lack 
of dynamism on defense beyond Erik Karlsson — and if he 
can’t stay healthy, the season could go sideways in a hurry 
— will lead to a bottom-five or -six finish than San Jose 
surprising and being on the fringe of a playoff chase in 
February. Both outcomes are possible, but the former feels 
far more likely on opening day. — Corey Masisak 
 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Projected points: 76.6 
 
I’m not sure I can guarantee Dom’s safety in Columbus for 
the next little while. (Ha!) The Blue Jackets certainly feel 
they’re improved from last season — not just because they 
landed free agent Johnny Gaudreau but also because their 
nucleus of young players is a year older and wiser. There are 
major questions, especially with the health of the goaltending 
and the right side of the defense, but they finished with 81 
points last season despite giving up a franchise-record 297 
goals. Are they a playoff team? That’s a lot to ask after 
finishing 19 points below the bar in 2021-22. But are they five 
points worse than last season’s team? That’s harder to 
envision. — Aaron Portzline 
 
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Projected points: 76.5 
 
Considering Sean Couturier’s status remains up in the air, 
76.5 points seems to be a reasonable baseline projection for 
the Flyers. If anything, some fans would argue it’s too 
generous, given that the team finished with 61 last year and 
isn’t markedly better on paper beyond adding Tony 
DeAngelo to “replace” Ryan Ellis on the top pair. Unless 
John Tortorella does a truly fantastic coaching job, things 
could get really ugly in Philadelphia this season. — Charlie 
O’Connor 
 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
Projected points: 76.3 
 
It feels low to me, but the model is naturally going to come in 
low on a team with so many unknowns. The Sabres have 
multiple young players who could emerge as big-time 
contributors this season. The way the Sabres finished 2021-
22, somewhere in the 85- and 90-point range doesn’t seem 
unreasonable. If they stay healthier and get better 
goaltending than they did a year ago, the Sabres will be 
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much more competitive wire-to-wire. The division is tough, 
though. — Matthew Fairburn 
 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Projected points: 74.4 
 
Seems high, which apparently was Dom’s reaction to the 
total as well. The Blackhawks finished with 68 points last 
season, and this season’s team was designed to be even 
worse. They began subtracting from the team at the trade 
deadline last season and did so even more over the 
offseason. It’s a team that was created to fail and contend for 
the lowest point total in the league. Seventy-four points 
wouldn’t get them there. — Scott Powers 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Projected points: 73.8 
 
I fully agree with what Dom sees for the Canadiens, as a 
.451 winning percentage seems just about right. My issue is 
probably more with what his model says about other teams, 
namely Chicago and Seattle. I expect Montreal to hover 

around the bottom five, but I’d be surprised if they finished 
below them, especially Chicago. But solid lottery odds are to 
be expected, and through all the development and teaching 
that will get done this season, the Canadiens’ draft ranking 
will be the most crucial and tangible end result. — Marc 
Antoine Godin 
 
Arizona Coyotes 
 
Projected points: 62.4 
 
Considering the Coyotes won only 25 games last season, 
managed just 57 points and are really no better on paper 
than a year ago, even 62.4 projected points seems 
optimistic. The Coyotes need a lot of things to go right to 
escape the NHL cellar: a healthy and productive Clayton 
Keller, more power-play wizardry from Shayne Gostisbehere, 
and it wouldn’t hurt if goaltender Karel Vejmelka evolves into 
the second coming of Georges Vezina. Even then, and with 
a relentless work ethic, 62 points might be a touch high. Let’s 
face it: A really poor season could pay important dividends at 
the 2023 entry draft. Presumably, Coyotes fans will console 
themselves dreaming Connor Bedard dreams as the losses 
mount. — Eric Duhatschek 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rod Brind’Amour Q&A: Andrei Svechnikov’s work ethic, adding Brent Burns to the 
Hurricanes, more 
 
By Sean Gentille and Hailey Salvian 
 
Seems like we caught Rod Brind’Amour at the right time. 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes coach was home alone on a 
Thursday night. His wife, Amy, and their “little guy” had just 
left for a youth hockey tournament. 
 
“I’m bachelor-ing it up,” Brind’Amour told The Athletic Hockey 
Show. “I don’t normally have time like this.” 
 
Advertisement 
 
He’s got plans on Saturday — maybe catching N.C. State vs. 
Florida State. Other than that, he’s ready to start his 22nd 
year in Raleigh and sixth as head coach. He talked about his 
team dropping its underdog status, their big offseason 
additions, two of the game’s best young stars and the growth 
of the game in North Carolina. 
 
Also, of course, ACC rivalries. We covered a lot of ground in 
our half-hour conversation. These are the highlights. 
 
This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You 
can listen to the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or 
whichever podcast platform you prefer. 
 
Gentille: So you’ve been down there for 22 years? That’s 
seriously where we’re at? 

 
Brind’Amour: It’s been a long time, but I mean, I can’t 
imagine going anywhere else. Just a great area. I raised my 
four kids. Three are out of the house. I got the little one still 
here. But it’s become a hockey market. It’s become a great 
place to play. And guys are starting — well, it started a few 
years ago. People are starting to (say), “We want to go play 
there.” And that’s pretty cool. 
Rod Brind’Amour in 2021-22. (Ronald Martinez / Getty 
Images) 
 
Gentille: Is there any reason for that? Is it just the fact that 
you guys have strung together some quality seasons and 
built up that rep? What’s different? 
 
Brind’Amour: You know what, we’ve had good teams in the 
past. We just weren’t able to back it up. And now we’ve been 
good here for the last few years. And it looks promising, 
right? It looks like we can sustain it for a little while with the 
people we have. I think at the end of the day, if you want to 
know why, it’s because we got a new owner that came in. 
 
Nothing against (former owner Peter Karmanos), because I 
loved him, but it’s a different philosophy, and (Tom 
Dundon’s) philosophy is, “We’re gonna have a fair fight every 
night.” Which means we’re going to spend the same amount 
of money as the other guys are on players. And suddenly, 
OK. It works out. Now we expect to win and we’re not just 
kind of hoping. That’s been the biggest change. 
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Salvian: In May 2018, there was the press conference with 
you and Don Waddell and Tom Dundon. And one of the big 
takeaways was you saying you, as the next coach, were 
going to make the Carolina Hurricanes relevant again. It was 
a nine-year (playoff) absence at that point. You made it very 
clear, just reaching the postseason wasn’t enough. From 
2018 to now, where would you say you guys are at in that 
lifespan? 
 
Advertisement 
 
Brind’Amour: Well, first of all, I appreciate you remembering 
that. That’s a while ago. We’re at a point now where when 
we line up, it’s expected to win. And that just means we’re 
relevant. And that’s what we want to be. We want to be in the 
conversation. When you guys are talking about teams that 
have a chance, everybody has a chance when you line up. I 
mean, the year we won the Cup, in 2006, everybody 
predicted us to be 30th. Everybody has a chance to win your 
lineup. But there’s a few teams that you say might have a 
better edge. And for whatever the reason, I think we’re one 
of those teams that feel like we have a legitimate chance 
here. So obviously, everything has to fall into place and la-di-
da, but I like where we’re at. 
 
Gentille: This offseason, from the outside, looked different, I 
think, for you guys. Do you feel like you’re entering a 
different phase of the lifecycle, when you go out and trade for 
Max Pacioretty, and you trade for Brent Burns? You’re 
looking for these finished products to take you over the 
hump. 
 
Brind’Amour: Well, we have the other stuff. We have a 
younger group of pretty good players. I mean, (Andrei 
Svechnikov) is still 22, or whatever. (Sebastian Aho) is 25 
and (has) been in the league seven years. We have a lot of 
20-somethings that are pretty good. So what are the missing 
pieces? Well, let’s fill them in with whatever we can find. It 
just happens to be (Pacioretty and Burns). I’m just so excited 
about the players we brought in, because they’re older, but 
they’re still on top of their game, and they want to win. 
 
And there’s nothing better than getting veteran players that 
are hungry. They’ve done everything they can do in the 
game. They made their money. They’ve had the accolades. 
And now they’re like, “Wait a minute. There’s one thing left, 
and that’s the most important thing.” So we kind of loaded up 
on those guys. Unfortunately, we got an injury, like the first 
day Max showed up, which was just … I just feel so bad for 
him. But you turn the page and now you’re saying, “OK, we 
already know what our trade deadline acquisition is,” when 
he’s sitting there and he’s hungry and he’s trying to get back. 
But that’s happening. And so that should be a good boost for 
us at a real crucial time of the year. 
 
Salvian: You mentioned Andrei Svechnikov. He’s only 22 
years old. It feels like we’ve been watching him for a while, 
given some of the things that he’s done in the NHL. Is there 
another level for him in this league? 
 
Brind’Amour: You always gotta be careful. Everyone always 
says that. But I do think there’s another level of just maturity 

with understanding the game. I hate to say he can get faster 
or shoot the puck harder. He’s already there. But it’s 
understanding the right times to try a guy one-on-one or get 
the puck — little stupid things that Coach talks about all the 
time that actually are the difference between winning and 
losing. So with him understanding his game, probably 
understanding the league, all that stuff comes with maturity. 
So yeah, so when you ask, is there another level? I think 
there is, I don’t know if he can get much better at the skills. 
But man, understanding the game — understanding what a 
penalty kill is doing, instead of just going out there and 
winging it. That kind of stuff. I do think there’s another level 
for a lot of our young guys. 
 
Gentille: Because the next level for Svechnikov is the 90-
point season. That’s what leveling up for him looks like: a 
top-10 scoring season, right? Because that’s the talent he 
has. He’s got that level of dawg in him. 
 
Brind’Amour: I agree. I mean, I’m biased. But I’ve seen the 
growth in his game from when he first showed up on the 
scene, which was — man, he was pretty raw. Yet he still 
looked like an NHLer at a young age, and he’s only gotten 
better. You just said something interesting. You threw it in 
there. He’s got the dawg in him. He wants to get better. I 
can’t get this guy out of the rink. We go for an hour in 
practice, which is long for NHL standards, and he’s staying 
out there. Then he comes off the ice and he’s in our shooting 
room, and he’s just firing and firing. I’m just like, “dude …” 
This is just who he is. 
 
Gentille: Wait, so this is Rod Brind’Amour telling somebody 
to ease up. Calm down. Go home. Get out of the gym. 
 
Brind’Amour: I love the kid. He’s a much better player than I 
was skill-wise, but he reminds me of me, the way he just 
(seems to say), “What else do I gotta do? I’m 22. It’s 2 
o’clock in the afternoon. What, am I gonna go home and 
watch soap operas? Why don’t I just keep working and keep 
trying to get better? What else?” I don’t think he plays golf. I 
think he just wants to be a hockey player. But I also know 
you need a little rest, too. That’s part of it. 
Andrei Svechnikov. (James Guillory / USA Today) 
 
Salvian: I’m sure everybody appreciates what Sebastian Aho 
brings to the table. But can you explain what makes him 
specifically a valuable and important player to the Carolina 
Hurricanes? 
 
Brind’Amour: You see the obvious. Fast. Skill. He’s 
concerned about playing 200 feet away from the puck. 
There’s a real accountability to his game, which some 
superstars may not have. What I’ve always loved about this 
kid — he hates losing more than he likes winning. I just love 
that about him. Man, we lose a game, it eats him. And it’s 
that hunger, like I talked about with the older guys. Well, it’s 
been in him since he showed up on the scene. He’s, you 
know, very, very competitive. And that’s what this game is all 
about. The NHL is about being competitive. And he’s got that 
in him. 
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Gentille: With Brent Burns, did you go out in the summer and 
just tell Don to go trade for a guy that you actually played 
against? Is that what it was? 
 
Brind’Amour: Listen, we’re running out of them. Although I 
got Jordan Staal. I played against him for two years, and he’s 
my captain. So we still joke about that. I knew I was in 
trouble when I was going up against him in the playoffs (in 
2009) when he’s 18, and I’m 38 or 39. And I’m like, “Oh jeez, 
I don’t want any part of this kid.” Anyway, we’re sidetracked. I 
don’t even remember what your question was. Brent Burns, I 
didn’t go and say, “Hey, can we get him for that reason?” 
(laughter) 
 
But I can tell you this guy’s phenomenal. And I just love it. I 
love everything about this guy. He comes in and he got here 
right away. He got traded and he’s like, “I gotta get there. I 
want to get going.” And I don’t know if you guys heard, but 
his house wasn’t ready. So he lives in his trailer in a trailer 
park, just because he wanted to get here and get his family 
going. We joke about it because his son is my son’s age. 
And his son’s a really good hockey player. So the trade 
benefited both Hurricanes teams, the big one and the junior 
Canes. Because his kid’s really, really good. So we’re really, 
really happy about this trade. 
 
Salvian: The real reason Rod Brind’Amour wanted Brent 
Burns. 
 
Brind’Amour: We had to help the Junior Canes. (The 2011 
birth years), they need a little boost. So we got that going. 
Man, his spirit is something. To have him around the room, 
he’s always smiling and he’s a hard worker. And I love it. Any 
team would want him, but the way we kind of like to do 
things, he’s all in. I know he’s getting up there. But I’ve 
always thought, if you take care of yourself and you’re 
committed, age is what it is. Eventually it’s gonna catch 
everybody. But I think he’s got a lot of good time (left) in his 
game. 
 
Salvian: With Brent though, he’ll be playing a different role 
with your team than the one he was maybe used to with the 
Sharks. How’s he adjusted to a shift in the way he’ll be 
used? 
 
Brind’Amour: Hailey, the first time I complimented you on 
your research … 
 
Salvian: Am I about to get ripped? 
 
Brind’Amour: And now I’m gonna have to call you out 
(laughter). Why would we do anything different? He’s been 

(one of) the best defensemen in the league for many, many 
years. “Go get it, buddy.” That’s how we’re gonna apply it. 
And what I love, too, about him is — we’ve got a different 
system than what he’s been used to. But he’s so attentive. 
When I do my meetings, and I’m looking around the room, I 
would expect him to be like this (pretends to be asleep). And 
he’s the guy that’s like, “I gotta get this right.” And he’s 
excited. And obviously, we are too. And I’m joking, Hailey. 
Kind of. 
 
Salvian: The last one before we let you go, because I know 
you’ve got some free time, but we don’t want to make you 
stick around for 45 more minutes. 
 
Brind’Amour: Yep. Yep. That’s alright. You’re tired of me 
now. I got it. Let’s go. 
 
Salvian: Never. We will keep you for another 20 minutes. I 
think that’d be rude. But it’s the 25th anniversary season of 
the Hurricanes’ relocation to North Carolina. We already 
discussed you being there for 20 years. But it could be a 
special season. You guys are moving in this right direction. 
So what does this season and that anniversary mean to you? 
 
Brind’Amour: When I got here, it was the first year they 
moved to Raleigh (from Greensboro, N.C.). So I’ve been in 
this town forever, and I’ve watched (hockey grow) from the 
ground up, essentially. And it’s come so far. I mean, I just 
can’t even explain it to you. My first game as a player here, I 
came from Philadelphia, and there was 8,000 people in the 
rink. A home crowd, you don’t even (notice) it until you don’t 
have it. I was like, “Are we at a practice?” It was a really hard 
adjustment. And that’s not how this is (anymore). Now the 
building, even if there’s 13,000 in there, it’s louder than any 
building in the league. It’s the best place to play. The 
atmosphere around the building, the people in the area — 
and they didn’t know what hockey was when we came down 
here. 
 
I’m gonna ramble here, but when I first got traded here, I 
stayed at the hotel and I had to ask directions to the arena. 
So I go to the lobby guy. This is before GPS, right? “How do I 
get to the (Raleigh Entertainment and Sports Arena)?” He’s 
like, “What’s that?” Because it had just been built. I go, “Well, 
it’s where the Hurricanes play.” And he’s like “… Who?” He 
had no idea what I was talking about. And the rink was three 
miles up the road. Now if you ask that question, it’s a slam 
dunk, right? Everybody knows who we are. We talked about 
the college atmosphere here — the N.C. State fans, the 
Carolina fans, the Duke fans, we’re the one team they can all 
cheer for. 
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Fantasy hockey power-play cheat sheet 2022-23: Every NHL team’s 1st and 2nd units, 
analyzed 
 
By Murat Ates and The Athletic NHL Staff 
There are so many reasons power-play production can make 
or break your fantasy hockey season. 
 
For forwards, power-play opportunity is how good seasons 
become great ones — how J.T. Miller became a 99-point 
player in Vancouver or how Steven Stamkos crossed the 
100-point plateau for the first time in his career. 
 
Advertisement 
 
For defensemen, it’s where most of the damage gets done. 
There’s a massive scoring spike available to players merely 
by getting onto a top unit. Tyson Barrie in Edmonton is the 
most obvious example, but Noah Dobson, Moritz Seider and 
Charlie McAvoy all scored at least 50 points by virtue of 
taking over the top unit in 2021-22. 
 
There is also the matter of how most fantasy leagues are 
structured. Power-play points get their own category — or 
extra points value — in so many leagues that they are 
essentially counted twice. Thus a player like Victor Hedman, 
who scored 38 power-play points on his way to 85 points 
overall, was worth more in most points-based leagues than 
Kevin Fiala, who also scored 85 points but only got 17 with 
the man advantage. It pays to know how players get their 
points. 
 
So, yes, fantasy GMs obviously need to know who gets 
power-play time. Brent Burns’ value skyrockets this season 
as he gets away from split duties with Erik Karlsson and onto 
the Hurricanes roster, where his minutes are bound to go up. 
Artturi Lehkonen has so much more fantasy value playing 
alongside Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen, Cale Makar 
and Gabriel Landeskog (when he’s back to full health) than 
he ever did in Montreal. 
 
And knowing who plays on which unit is only half the battle. If 
you’re looking for the best sleeper picks in your fantasy draft, 
you need to know how the power plays work. Who plays in 
which spot? Who is the biggest shooting threat? The primary 
distributor? Johnny Gaudreau isn’t a threat to demolish last 
season’s 25 power-play points because Columbus can give 
him extra ice time; he will crush last season’s numbers 
specifically because he’s set up on the half-wall opposite 
Patrik Laine on his off wing. 
 
That’s why for this piece, we’ve brought together The 
Athletic’s full NHL beat-writing staff to help break down every 
team’s first- and second-unit power plays and discuss 
sleepers and high-impact newcomers. Here’s hoping it 
serves you well and helps you snag those extra points that 
make all the difference in this year’s draft. 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
PP1: Trevor Zegras, Ryan Strome, Troy Terry, Max Comtois, 
John Klingberg 
 
 

PP2: Max Jones, Adam Henrique, Frank Vatrano, Cam 
Fowler, Kevin Shattenkirk 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Comtois 
 
Analysis: Without question, the Ducks’ power play will run 
through Zegras and Klingberg. But they’ve got some 
effective quarterbacks in Fowler and Shattenkirk, as well. 
And we’re not even counting Jamie Drysdale, who saw a lot 
of time up a man last season and could easily be a substitute 
if any of those veterans are struggling. Strome and Henrique 
are veterans who can play the bumper role, while Terry, 
Zegras and Vatrano can strike one-timers. The area where 
you could see some further movement is the net-front role. 
Comtois flourished in 2020-21 and struggled last season but 
has the body and the hands to work well there. Jones is 
eager to show that he also has some finish and can provide 
a screen on the many point shots Klingberg and Co. will 
launch. If Mason McTavish sticks in Anaheim and 
progresses as an NHL rookie, it’s possible he could get into 
the power play mix. — Eric Stephens 
 
Arizona Coyotes 
 
PP1: Nick Ritchie, Barrett Hayton, Nick Schmaltz, Shayne 
Gostisbehere, Clayton Keller 
 
PP2: Lawson Crouse, Jack McBain, Travis Boyd, Janis 
Moser, Alex Chiasson 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Ritchie 
 
Analysis: Early on, the Coyotes’ power play will be a work in 
progress because two key pieces weren’t in action during the 
exhibition season. Keller wasn’t expected to play until the 
season opener against Pittsburgh, while Jakob Chychrun — 
who had offseason surgery to remove bone spurs from his 
ankle, plus that wrist surgery last spring — wasn’t skating 
and isn’t likely to be ready for the start of the season. 
Eventually, the Coyotes expect to find a landing place for 
Chychrun via trade. Any assets coming back could find a 
home on the power play. At some point, too, both Crouse 
and Hayton could move from PP2 to PP1. For a sleeper, a 
full year of Ritchie as a net-front presence — something he 
did effectively for a good Boston Bruins team a few years 
back — could bump up his totals. Last year, all 14 points 
Ritchie scored in 24 games for Arizona came at even 
strength, but Phil Kessel (second last year in PP points) is 
gone, and there’s room for Ritchie to fill in some of that gap. 
— Eric Duhatschek 
Boston Bruins 
 
PP1: Hampus Lindholm, David Krejci, David Pastrnak, 
Patrice Bergeron, Jake DeBrusk 
 
PP2: Mike Reilly, Pavel Zacha, Charlie Coyle, Craig Smith, 
Nick Foligno 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Krejci 
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Analysis: The Bruins were leaning toward a five-forward first 
unit. That has changed because of Taylor Hall’s upper-body 
injury. Once Hall is back, Lindholm will most likely shift to the 
No. 2 unit. The first unit will also get a boost when Marchand 
and McAvoy are cleared to play. For now, the primary 
weapons are Pastrnak’s off-side one-timer and Bergeron’s 
bumper strike. Krejci wasn’t always on the first unit. But new 
coach Jim Montgomery is committed to using Krejci at the 
point — thus the potential five-forward unit. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 
 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
PP1: Rasmus Dahlin, Tage Thompson, Jeff Skinner, Casey 
Mittelstadt, Alex Tuch 
 
PP2: Owen Power, JJ Peterka, Jack Quinn, Dylan Cozens, 
Peyton Krebs 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Quinn 
 
Analysis: The Sabres’ top power-play unit is the returning 
group from last season. Mittelstadt is getting a huge 
opportunity with that group. But there are young players in 
the second group who could earn a promotion if coach Don 
Granato wants to mix things up. Quinn is coming off a 
productive AHL season and has put together a strong 
preseason. He’s already looked more than comfortable on 
the power play and could be a name to watch. — Matthew 
Fairburn 
 
Calgary Flames 
 
PP1: Rasmus Andersson, Jonathan Huberdeau, Nazem 
Kadri, Elias Lindholm, Tyler Toffoli 
 
PP2: Noah Hanifin, MacKenzie Weegar, Mikael Backlund, 
Andrew Mangiapane, Dillon Dube 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Weegar 
 
Analysis: The hope is that the power play can be more 
impactful than it was in 2021-22, and coach Darryl Sutter has 
been trying different combinations to see what works early in 
camp, including swapping Hanifin and Andersson between 
PP1 and PP2, mixing in players on PTOs and playing some 
two-defensemen formations. There are a few power-play 
staples on here, like Huberdeau and Lindholm, but one thing 
to keep in mind is that Sutter isn’t the type to keep his top 
unit out for 1:30 for max effect. So don’t be afraid to grab 
someone from the projected second unit if PP1 is all gone 
from your league. Sutter starts his second unit sometimes or 
throws out a mix of a third, depending on his mood. One 
major change you could expect is the return of Oliver 
Kylington. He is expected to miss the start of the season 
(personal reasons) and will certainly help upon his return. 
Weegar didn’t play much on Florida’s power play (the top 
spot was given to Aaron Ekblad), with only 40 seconds per 
game on the PP, but with a bigger role in all situations in 
Calgary, he could really pop, especially quarterbacking a 
group with quick skilled players like Mangiapane and Dube. 
— Hailey Salvian and Julian McKenzie 

 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
PP1: Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Brent Burns 
 
PP2: Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Martin Necas, Paul Stastny, 
Jaccob Slavin, Dylan Coghlan 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Jarvis 
 
Analysis: Carolina’s done a good job of rotating in new 
power-play quarterbacks over the past couple of seasons. 
Burns may be past his prime, but he’s a bona fide PP1 
quarterback and should really rebound in this slot, playing to 
his strengths more than he was able to last year in San Jose. 
The expectation should be more shots from the point, which 
can lead to more traffic in front and second chance efforts 
from the forwards. The one change to watch is with Max 
Pacioretty, who when healthy probably takes over on PP1 for 
someone like Teravainen or Jarvis. — Shayna Goldman 
 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 
PP1: Seth Jones, Patrick Kane, Taylor Raddysh, Tyler 
Johnson, Max Domi 
 
PP2: Alec Regula, Jonathan Toews, Andreas Athanasiou, 
Colin Blackwell, Philipp Kurashev 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Raddysh 
 
Analysis: The Blackhawks’ power play is probably going to 
struggle this season. The preseason seems to indicate that, 
too. It has a chance because Kane is still on it, but there 
aren’t many offensive players around him, especially 
someone like Alex DeBrincat who just feasted on one-timers 
from the opposite circle. If Lukas Reichel comes up from the 
AHL at some point, that could influence it a bit, but I don’t 
see the Blackhawks’ power play being too threatening as of 
now. — Scott Powers 
 
Colorado Avalanche 
 
PP1: Cale Makar, Nathan MacKinnon, Artturi Lehkonen, 
Mikko Rantanen, Valeri Nichushkin 
 
PP2: Devon Toews, Samuel Girard, Alex Newhook, Bowen 
Byram, J.T. Compher/Evan Rodrigues 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Lehkonen 
 
Analysis: Colorado should have one of the league’s better 
power plays simply because of the players’ skill and 
familiarity with each other. Makar, MacKinnon and Rantanen 
are stars, and Lehkonen looked good while playing on PP1 
in the playoffs while Nazem Kadri was out with injury. His 
puck retrieval ability makes him extremely useful. Gabriel 
Landeskog will be on the top power-play unit at some point, 
too, which will likely move Nichushkin to PP2. The Avalanche 
have a strong group of offensive defensemen, so coach 
Jared Bednar has been experimenting with three 
defensemen on the second unit. Regardless of if that sticks, 
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Colorado has the personnel to have an elite top unit and a 
solid second one. — Peter Baugh 
 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
PP1: Zach Werenski (point), Patrik Laine (L), Johnny 
Gaudreau (R), Boone Jenner (bumper), Jakub Voracek (net-
front) 
 
PP2: Adam Boqvist (point), Cole Sillinger (L), Yegor 
Chinakhov (R), Jack Roslovic (bumper), Gustav Nyquist (net-
front) 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Voracek 
 
Analysis: Coach Brad Larsen has said that only three spots 
on the top unit are set in stone: Werenski, Laine and 
Gaudreau. Don’t be surprised if the bumper and net-front 
rotate wildly early in the season if the club struggles. For five 
years now, the Blue Jackets’ power play has been among 
the eight worst in the league. With Gaudreau and Laine 
working in concert, it almost has to be better this season. 
Voracek played last season on the right half-wall but has 
moved to net-front to make room for Gaudreau. That could 
be a good spot for him, too. Not only can he gather pucks 
and make passes from behind the cage, but he could be in 
line for rebounds and redirections out front. He had 23 
assists and only two goals on the man advantage last 
season, but his goal total could go up sharply this season. — 
Aaron Portzline 
 
Dallas Stars 
 
PP1: Miro Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson, Tyler 
Seguin, Joe Pavelski 
 
PP2: Nils Lundkvist, Ryan Suter, Denis Gurianov, Jamie 
Benn, Mason Marchment 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Marchment 
 
Analysis: The power play is an intriguing part of this team. 
One of its biggest weapons, Jason Robertson, has yet to 
make his training-camp debut but was re-signed to a four-
year deal Wednesday night. When he gets back in the 
lineup, he will have a major impact on the overall 
effectiveness. John Klingberg has long been the quarterback 
of the top unit, a responsibility that now goes to Miro 
Heiskanen. The power play also spiraled badly in the second 
half of last season, and assistant coach Steve Spott 
struggled running it with his units in Vegas in 2021-22, as 
well. — Saad Yousuf 
 
Detroit Red Wings 
 
PP1: Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi, David Perron, Lucas 
Raymond, Moritz Seider 
 
PP2: Jakub Vrana, Filip Zadina, Filip Hronek, Michael 
Rasmussen, Dominik Kubalik 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Perron 
 

Analysis: The power play has been a constant source of 
frustration in Detroit for years now, and all eyes will be on 
whether a new coaching staff (and a few key signings) can 
help boost it toward respectability. Perron, in particular, 
should make a difference, and it looks like he’ll start out with 
the top unit. It’s also worth watching to see how Andrew 
Copp is utilized once he returns in full from offseason 
abdominal surgery. For the first time in a while, Detroit finally 
appears to have the personnel needed to have some 
success with the man advantage. But they still have to make 
that potential into reality. — Max Bultman 
 
Edmonton Oilers 
 
PP1: Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Zach Hyman, Tyson Barrie 
 
PP2: Evander Kane, Ryan McLeod, Kailer Yamamoto, 
Darnell Nurse, Evan Bouchard 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Bouchard 
 
Analysis: McDavid, Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins are 
excellent power-play performers and have been mainstays 
across the middle of the formation for years. Hyman is the 
primary net-front guy, but Kane and Jesse Puljujarvi rotate in 
as well. The Oilers have tons of options there. Barrie is the 
quarterback — at least for now. Bouchard is pushing to take 
over the reins. His heavy shot would provide just another 
weapon for his group. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
 
Florida Panthers 
 
PP1: Aaron Ekblad, Brandon Montour, Aleksander Barkov, 
Sam Reinhart, Matthew Tkachuk 
 
PP2: Gustav Forsling, Carter Verhaeghe, Sam Bennett, 
Anton Lundell, Nick Cousins 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Montour 
 
Analysis: Florida’s power play showed some warts in the 
regular season — ranking 19th in the league in shots per 60 
minutes — before cratering in the playoffs, going 1-for-31 in 
the Panthers’ two rounds. That unit has now been 
overhauled. Montour is on track to quarterback the top unit 
after spending last season on PP2, and having Tkachuk will 
help, though Anthony Duclair’s season-starting absence 
(Achilles tendon) is a major X-factor. Coach Paul Maurice 
certainly realizes the importance of having a viable PP threat 
during the postseason and that the unit was one of a few 
reasons for the team’s flameout against Tampa Bay. There 
are questions, all the same. — Sean Gentille (latest lines via 
Florida Hockey Now’s George Richards) 
Los Angeles Kings 
 
PP1: Anze Kopitar, Kevin Fiala, Adrian Kempe, Drew 
Doughty, Gabriel Vilardi 
 
PP2: Phillip Danault, Arthur Kaliyev, Quinton Byfield, Alex 
Iafallo, Sean Durzi 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Vilardi 
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Analysis: If Vilardi can land a regular job with the Kings — 
which isn’t easy, given their forward makeup and desire to 
have a grinding fourth line — he definitely could play an 
effective role on an otherwise-set top unit. On Tuesday 
against Anaheim, he showed that he can be a presence in a 
net-front role, putting away rebounds that shooters Fiala and 
Kempe can produce. The second unit could be impacted by 
the potentially imminent return of Durzi and the eventual 
return of Viktor Arvidsson. Durzi has been recovering well 
after undergoing offseason shoulder surgery and proved that 
he can ably play quarterback when Drew Doughty was lost 
for the end of last season with a wrist injury. Arvidsson, who 
missed last spring’s playoff series against Edmonton 
because of a herniated disc, is another shooter on the wing 
and was a power-play regular with four goals on the man 
advantage a year ago. He also has extensive experience on 
the power play from his years in Nashville. The Kings have 
also been using Byfield when he was available, but the No. 2 
pick from the 2020 draft has been dogged by an illness in 
camp. Veteran Sean Walker could also be another option on 
the back end if others struggle. As a backup sleeper, 
consider Kaliyev, who has a terrific shot and can also 
hammer one-timers. — Eric Stephens 
 
Minnesota Wild 
 
PP1: Kirill Kaprizov, Joel Eriksson Ek, Mats Zuccarello, Matt 
Boldy, Calen Addison 
 
PP2: Marcus Foligno, Marco Rossi, Ryan Hartman, Freddy 
Gaudreau, Jared Spurgeon 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Boldy 
 
Analysis: On paper, their No. 1 unit should be as good as it 
gets. Addison is the big change there and, as coach Dean 
Evason says, this is what he does. He’s a power-play guy 
who is great at walking the blue line and getting shots 
through. Boldy could be a suitable replacement for Kevin 
Fiala; he looks primed to break out and should take care of 
the puck much better than the very high-risk, high-reward, 
turnover-happy Fiala. The second unit will be interesting. 
Hartman scored 33 of his 34 goals last season at even 
strength, and there’s the addition of the playmaking Rossi 
and Spurgeon dropping from Unit 1 to Unit 2. If any player 
struggles, Evason could turn to Matt Dumba, Tyson Jost or 
Sam Steel, who all would bring skill and a possible quick fix. 
— Michael Russo 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
PP1: Mike Matheson, Cole Caufield, Evgenii Dadonov, Nick 
Suzuki, Brendan Gallagher 
 
PP2: Chris Wideman, Kirby Dach, Christian Dvorak, Mike 
Hoffman, Jonathan Drouin 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: None 
 
Analysis: The Canadiens carried so many players during 
training camp that they didn’t deploy their two units until late 
in the preseason, so things are still up in the air. I suspect we 

might see five forwards on a unit at some point if they want 
to spare Matheson’s ice time. Hoffman is meant to be a PP 
specialist but didn’t come as expected last season. Dadonov 
and Dvorak are meant to be quality bumpers but points need 
to follow. Same goes with Dach, who should play along the 
wall. I could see Juraj Slafkovsky being a net-front presence 
on either unit if he makes the team. The tried-and-true 
combination here remains Suzuki and Caufield. — Marc 
Antoine Godin 
 
Nashville Predators 
 
PP1: Roman Josi, Mikael Granlund, Filip Forsberg, Matt 
Duchene, Ryan Johansen 
 
PP2: Mattias Ekholm, Nino Niederreiter, Tanner Jeannot, 
Eeli Tolvanen, Cody Glass 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Niederreiter 
 
Analysis: The first unit was elite last season and a major part 
of why Josi, Forsberg and Duchene had massive seasons. 
The Preds would like to bottle last season’s performance and 
run it back. The second unit needs work, and players such 
as Philip Tomasino, Colton Sissons — possibly even Dante 
Fabbro — could get a look if it struggles early. Niederreiter is 
the Preds’ primary hope for jump-starting that second unit, 
and most of Tolvanen’s offensive impact will have to come 
from the man advantage unless he can work his way back 
into a top-six opportunity. Though Tolvanen has been 
underwhelming overall, he has one of the best shots on the 
team and can be a weapon from the left circle. — Joe 
Rexrode 
New Jersey Devils 
 
PP1: Ondrej Palat, Nico Hischier, Alexander Holtz, Jack 
Hughes, Dougie Hamilton 
 
PP2: Dawson Mercer, Tomas Tatar, Jesper Bratt, Yegor 
Sharangovich, Damon Severson 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Holtz 
 
Analysis: It’s not saying much considering where they were 
last season, but the Devils should be better on the 
advantage. There’s new direction behind the bench and that 
could lead to more creative plays and sustained offensive 
zone pressure. Hischier’s preseason injury may not have 
allowed this team to practice their units at full strength, which 
is why there’s a bit of uncertainty on who slots where, but still 
there is a lot more potential, thanks to a healthy Hughes and 
Hamilton, along with more forward depth (between offseason 
adds and internal progression) to boost both units. — 
Shayna Goldman 
 
New York Islanders 
 
PP1: Kyle Palmieri, Mathew Barzal, Anders Lee, Noah 
Dobson, Brock Nelson 
 
PP2: Anthony Beauvillier, Robin Salo, Oliver Wahlstrom, 
Josh Bailey, Ryan Pulock 
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Potential high-impact sleeper: Dobson 
 
Analysis: This will be the first season that Dobson is the top 
unit quarterback, so much of its success could depend on 
whether he keeps making strides in his development. The 
other players on PP1 are pretty well-known commodities at 
this point, including Barzal, who will be expected to produce 
at a higher offensive clip than he has the past few seasons 
with his massive new eight-year contract in his pocket. — 
Kevin Kurz 
 
New York Rangers 
 
PP1: Adam Fox, Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin, Mika 
Zibanejad, Vincent Trocheck 
 
PP2: Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil, Vitali Kravtsov, Kaapo 
Kakko, Jacob Trouba 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Trocheck 
 
Analysis: The top unit is one of the best in the league. It 
accounted for 52 of the team’s 55 power-play goals last 
season and dominates ice time, as most elite PP1s do. The 
only possible change would be swapping in one of the 
younger forwards for Trocheck, but the bumper spot is best 
used with a right shot given where Panarin and Fox like to 
distribute the puck. — Arthur Staple 
 
Ottawa Senators 
 
PP1: Thomas Chabot, Josh Norris, Brady Tkachuk, Tim 
Stützle, Drake Batherson 
 
PP2: Jake Sanderson, Alex DeBrincat, Claude Giroux, 
Shane Pinto, Tyler Motte 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Pinto 
 
Analysis: The Senators’ power-play deployment has been a 
great source of debate in this market over the past couple of 
months. For now, D.J. Smith is opting to break up his stars 
into two different units, but don’t be surprised if we see some 
tinkering. Maybe DeBrincat and Stützle flip units for a 
different look. Or maybe we see Batherson and Giroux swap. 
At this point, it feels like they want to keep Norris and 
DeBrincat separate since they’re both lethal options to score 
on the power play. For a sleeper, I think the answer might be 
Pinto. He’s looked very comfortable playing alongside 
DeBrincat and Giroux on the power play in training camp and 
even had a pair of power-play goals in a preseason game 
against Montreal. If Pinto stays in that position in the slot, 
there is a chance he could see a lot of open looks if 
opposition defenders are more concerned about DeBrincat. 
— Ian Mendes 
 
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
PP1: Unknown! The team has been so banged up in camp 
that we’ve yet to see a full group in a preseason game, and 
they’ve yet to truly practice systems, as coach John 
Tortorella has been more focused on conditioning than lines 
and special teams combinations. That said, my guess for 

PP1 to start the year would be something like: Kevin Hayes, 
Travis Konecny, Cam Atkinson, James van Riemsdyk, Tony 
DeAngelo 
 
PP2: Again, with the caveat that they have yet to practice it 
formally or try out legitimate possibilities in preseason 
games, I would guess: Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett, Ivan 
Provorov, Travis Sanheim, Noah Cates/Wade Allison 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Frost 
 
Analysis: It’s probably not going to be very good. Last year, 
the Flyers had the league’s worst power play at 12.6 percent, 
and that was with Claude Giroux on the team for two-thirds 
of the season. Sure, there are a few youngsters who could 
plausibly inject the unit with some juice — Frost, Tippett, 
Cates — but none project to be true impact forwards who 
terrify opposing penalty kills. And the power play “specialist” 
(van Riemsdyk) was a player they couldn’t give away in the 
offseason. The PP might be a bit better this season just due 
to natural regression (it’s difficult to be 12.6 percent-level 
bad), but there’s little reason to expect it to take a massive 
leap. Sleeper? I’m unconvinced that the Flyers have any 
high-impact players on the power play, period, but it’s 
plausible that if Frost breaks out at even strength, he could 
get bumped up to PP1, and he might be the best natural 
playmaker on the roster. I could envision a scenario where 
he ends up running PP1 from the half-wall. — Charlie 
O’Connor 
 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
PP1: Kris Letang, Evgeni Malkin, Jake Guentzel, Sidney 
Crosby, Bryan Rust 
 
PP2: Jeff Petry, Ty Smith, Jason Zucker, Jeff Carter, Rickard 
Rakell 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Rakell 
 
Analysis: The only potential swap off the top power-play unit 
would be Rakell for Bryan Rust, as Rakell is more of a 
playmaker/one-timer option than Rust. But the Penguins 
won’t pull the trigger on that possible weapon until (or 
unless) the top power-play unit struggles to begin the 
season. Often, the Penguins score power-play goals simply 
because they have Crosby, Malkin and Letang — and the 
singular talents of each star is enough to make something 
out of nothing. Strangely, none of those stars tries to be an 
alpha on the power play, which is problematic especially 
because the top unit is usually most dangerous when 
operating through Malkin’s one-time shot. He scored half of 
his 20 goals last season on the advantage, and that was 
playing on a surgically repaired knee. Feeding Malkin should 
be their priority. — Rob Rossi 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
PP1: Erik Karlsson, Logan Couture, Tomas Hertl, Timo 
Meier, Kevin Labanc/Luke Kunin 
 
PP2: Mario Ferraro, Matt Benning, Nick Bonino, Oskar 
Lindblom, Kevin Labanc/Luke Kunin 
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Potential high-impact sleeper: Kunin 
 
Analysis: Coach David Quinn has made it clear he favors 
loading up PP1. It would also make sense for him to play 
those guys a ton. The Sharks may have given PP2 too much 
of a timeshare last year. Alex Barabanov could get PP2 time 
once he’s healthy. Ryan Merkley is the team’s best option to 
quarterback PP2, but whether or not the new regime will trust 
him to play at five-on-five this season remains very much to 
be seen. On the sleeper question, “high impact” might be a 
stretch, but Kunin showed in Nashville that he is very good at 
tipping and redirecting pucks. The Sharks used to have the 
gold standard at that skill (Joe Pavelski). Kunin could push 
for a career high in goals if he gets significant PP1 time. — 
Corey Masisak 
 
Seattle Kraken 
 
PP1: Matty Beniers, Oliver Bjorkstrand, Andre Burakovsky, 
Alex Wennberg, Justin Schultz 
 
PP2: Yanni Gourde, Jared McCann, Daniel Sprong, Shane 
Wright, Vince Dunn 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Bjorkstrand 
 
Analysis: The Kraken have more power-play options than 
last season with the additions of Burakovsky, Bjorkstrand 
and Wright, plus a full year of Beniers. The current formation 
loads up the top unit, which tends to lead to more success 
for a high-octane offense on the advantage. Bjorkstrand’s 
shot is a weapon to watch in Seattle; he may not be the 
flashiest name on that top unit, but his game is underrated. 
Currently not slotted is Jordan Eberle, who could make his 
way onto either unit if need be. One other potential tweak to 
watch is who quarterbacks the units. Dunn could push for 
PP1, and Carson Soucy could earn some ice time on PP2 as 
well. — Shayna Goldman (latest lines via Sound of Hockey) 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
PP1: Brayden Schenn, Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir Tarasenko, 
Robert Thomas, Torey Krug 
 
PP2: Brandon Saad, Ivan Barbashev, Pavel Buchnevich, 
Jordan Kyrou, Justin Faulk 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Kyrou 
 
Analysis: There was great consternation when the Blues 
didn’t re-sign David Perron. A lot of that had to do with 
Perron being a fan favorite, but it was also his production, 
particularly on the power play. He led the Blues with 11 goals 
and 26 points on the man advantage in 2021-22. So now 
what? Well, the PP had seven players with five-plus goals 
last season, and one of them, Jordan Kyrou, should see 
more ice time on the unit than last season (1:54 per game) 
with Perron (2:41) gone. Perron will be missed, but there’s 
still a lot of talent and balance. — Jeremy Rutherford 
 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
 

PP1: Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman, 
Brayden Point, Alex Killorn 
 
PP2: Mikhail Sergachev, Nick Paul, Brandon Hagel, Corey 
Perry, Ross Colton 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Colton 
 
Analysis: The power play should again be one of the 
Lightning’s strengths this season. The top unit, which gets 
Point back, is one of the best in the league. The second unit 
welcomes several new members, including Paul and Hagel. 
Sergachev changed his stick to a bigger curve with the 
hopes of getting his shot off quicker from the point, so that 
could help give him a bump. Ross Colton and Hagel could 
see their point totals increase with their roles on the power 
play. Anthony Cirelli, out until late November, will likely get 
reps on one of the units when ready. — Joe Smith 
 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
PP1: Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander, 
Morgan Rielly, Michael Bunting 
 
PP2: Mark Giordano, Alex Kerfoot, Calle Jarnkrok, Nick 
Robertson, TBD 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Bunting 
 
Analysis: The Leafs have typically seen their power play take 
off in the first half, only to falter down the stretch and into the 
playoffs. They had the No. 1 unit in the league last season, 
though, and will bring back all the parts (eventually) of their 
dominant top group to kick things off. What’s worth keeping 
an eye on is whether they tweak the point man eventually. 
Morgan Rielly has been replaced at one point or another 
(briefly) in each of the past two seasons. Mark Giordano is a 
prime candidate to slide into that spot and would bring a shot 
threat there that Rielly lacks. Bunting will get the early looks 
on PP1 with John Tavares out. The challenge for him, and 
everyone else on the second unit (where he’ll inevitably end 
up when Tavares returns), is getting enough minutes to 
make a real impact. The Leafs play their top unit a ton, 
leaving only scraps for the sleeper candidates (Robertson 
being another) on PP2. — Jonas Siegel 
 
Vancouver Canucks 
 
PP1: J.T. Miller, Bo Horvat, Elias Pettersson, Andrei 
Kuzmenko, Quinn Hughes 
 
PP2: Nils Hoglander, Tanner Pearson, Oliver Ekman-
Larsson, Jack Rathbone, Conor Garland 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Kuzmenko 
 
Analysis: Brock Boeser’s hand injury has created a net-front 
PP1 opportunity for Kuzmenko. Boeser was successful in 
that spot last year and is only expected to miss a few 
regular-season games, though, so if Kuzmenko has a slow 
start on PP1, Boeser could reclaim that spot. On PP2, 
Vancouver’s given Jack Rathbone a spot on the right half-
wall for now. He’s expected to make the NHL roster, but he’ll 
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need to perform to stay in the lineup and in that role, 
especially because they have Vasily Podkolzin waiting in the 
wings, and he could be effective on the man advantage — 
Harman Dayal 
 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
PP1: Jack Eichel, Mark Stone, Reilly Smith, Chandler 
Stephenson, Shea Theodore 
 
PP2: Jonathan Marchessault, William Karlsson, Phil Kessel, 
Nicolas Roy, Alex Pietrangelo 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Stephenson 
 
Analysis: Vegas’ power play has been dreadful for the past 
two-plus seasons, but new coach Bruce Cassidy is optimistic 
he has the answers. He ran an excellent power play in 
Boston and has plenty of offensive talent to work with in 
Vegas. It’s a complex system, so there could be growing 
pains early on, but I think it will eventually be very potent. I 
don’t see many young players working their way into the 
units, but one thing to keep an eye on is the defensemen. 
Pietrangelo and Theodore will be swapping between the first 
and second units, and whoever plays better could grab more 
PP1 time. As for a sleeper, Stephenson broke out last 
season with 64 points, and he could be in line to repeat (or 
surpass that) with his usage this season. He’s currently 
playing on the top line between Stone and Marchessault, and 
on Vegas’ top power-play unit. — Jesse Granger 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
PP1: Alex Ovechkin, John Carlson, Evgeny Kuznetsov, T.J. 
Oshie, Dylan Strome 
 
PP2: Anthony Mantha, Dmitry Orlov, Connor Brown, Marcus 
Johansson, Erik Gustafsson 

 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Strome 
 
Analysis: The Caps’ power play didn’t enjoy the success in 
2021-22 that it’s become accustomed to, finishing 23rd in the 
league at 18.8 percent. Injuries no doubt played a role in the 
unit’s downturn, as Backstrom and Oshie missed large 
swaths of the season. So did the scheme’s predictability and, 
generally speaking, a noticeable drop-off in execution. 
Backstrom will again start the season on long-term injured 
reserve due to a bum hip, and Oshie left Wednesday night’s 
game with an upper-body injury, but the unit does still return 
stars in Ovechkin, Carlson and Kuznetsov. A unit that boasts 
that much talent can’t end up mired among the bottom third 
again, right? Right? — Tarik El-Bashir 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
PP1: Mark Scheifele, Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, Josh Morrissey 
 
PP2: Blake Wheeler, Cole Perfetti, Adam Lowry, Nate 
Schmidt, Neal Pionk 
 
Potential high-impact sleeper: Perfetti 
 
Analysis: Winnipeg’s new coaching staff means a new 
system with more options, an emphasis on creativity and 
first-unit opportunity for Ehlers. This opportunity, which 
should boost Ehlers’ point totals, comes at Wheeler’s 
expense — especially because Perfetti has quarterbacked 
Winnipeg’s second unit from the left wing half-wall. In an 
ideal world, Winnipeg’s top scorers can create chances from 
anywhere. In a more realistic one, fade Wheeler from your 
fantasy hockey expectations while considering Ehlers and 
Perfetti along with the always-dangerous Connor and 
Scheifele. — Murat Ates 

 
 
 

Long-term lease with Hurricanes key to PNC Arena development. NHL team says it’s open 
to deal 
 
By Brian Murphy 
Raleigh, N.C. — As the Carolina Hurricanes chase a second 
Stanley Cup in their 25th anniversary season in North 
Carolina, the NHL franchise and its home arena are looking 
to sign a long-term lease agreement. 
 
The board of the Centennial Authority, which owns PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, approved the hiring of a lease negotiator 
Thursday to open talks with the Hurricanes on a long-term 
lease agreement. The authority approved $225,000 over the 
next six months to cover the contract with Dan Barrett of 
CAA ICON. 
 
And the Hurricanes on board with a long-term deal, seen as 
a key component to developing the area around the 23-year-
old building. The team holds considerable power of any 
proposed development and could partner with the Centennial 
Authority on the projects. 

 
"If you're going to develop property, you're probably looking 
at 50 to 75 years," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
told WRAL. "If you're going to put a lot of money in real 
estate, hotels, make it a development, you need the arena to 
be successful also and the hockey team and NC State to be 
a part of it." 
 
The building is home to NC State's men's basketball team 
and hosts concerts, events and other activities throughout 
the year. The Authority has 81 acres of property around the 
building, but could work with NC State, Raleigh, Wake 
County and the state of North Carolina to develop a larger 
tract. 
 
Development around the arena has long been a priority, but 
current board chairman Philip Isley has promoted an 
aggressive timeline for making decisions and moving 
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forward. The board approved the creation of a seven-
member executive committee, aimed at speeding up its 
processes, during Thursday's meeting. 
 
"We have everybody truly rowing in the same direction," Isley 
told the board. "The expectation of the community in 1997 
was that this was going to be developed. ... That's what they 
expected in 1997. We're 25 years down the line here and 
finally things are beginning to coalesce to a point where all 
points are headed in the right direction." 
 
Barrett, the president of CAA ICON, negotiated the last 
agreement on behalf of the board and will do the same. The 
Hurricanes signed a five-year lease extension in 2021, 
keeping them in the arena through Sept. 30, 2029. 
 
With the Centennial Authority considering hundreds of 
millions of dollars worth of upgrades to the arena as well as 
development around it, Barrett said a long-term lease 
agreement is pivotal. 
 
"As it relates specifically to the renovation, the Hurricanes' 
lease extension is critical here," Barrett said. "It's critical for 
the financing plan. It's critical for retaining the team long 
term. And while the scope and the scale of the program is 
going to be heavily influenced by the Hurricanes, NC State 
and other users are as important in the process." 
 
Barrett has worked in the field for more than 30 years and 
has worked on 1,500 sports industry projects, according to 
his bio. Barrett spent nearly an hour showing the board what 
agreements will need to be worked through or modified in 
order to renovate the building and enhance the area around 
it. He also showed several venues across the country that 
have had success with development, including the new 
Atlanta Braves stadium in Cobb County, which, like PNC 
Arena, is located outside of a city center or urban core. 
 
"Developers that are coming here are going to be focused on 
whether or not the Hurricanes are a tenant long term in this 

building and whether the building's going to be renovated," 
Barrett said. "It will make a difference to a developer who's 
coming on site if the Hurricanes are not part of the building, 
as the building is not utilized as much or is not as high profile 
as it might be with a major league tenant." 
 
Under terms of their current lease, the Hurricanes do not pay 
rent and collect 100 percent of revenue from concessions, 
gameday advertising, television rights, parking and luxury 
and club suites. The Hurricanes receive $4.335 million from 
the authority to offset arena operating expenses. 
 
If the Hurricanes were to relocate before the 2029-30 
season, they would owe a termination fee to the arena. It 
begins at $31 million for the 2024-25 season and moves 
down to $3 million if the team moves for the 2028-29 season. 
The team would have to provide notice by Sept. 1 of the 
previous year. 
 
"In the scheme of things, those fees are relatively low," 
Barrett told the board during Thursday's meeting. 
 
The detailed report includes a section on NHL expansion and 
relocation, saying the league is "unlikely to expand further," 
but listing nine potential NHL relocation markets, including 
Hartford, Houston, Kansas City and Salt Lake City. Just one 
NHL team (Atlanta) has moved cities since the Hartford 
Whalers moved to North Carolina for the 1997-98 season. 
 
The team is negotiating with PNC Arena to extend its naming 
rights agreement, which was set to expire in August. The 
sides have a 90-day agreement in place to complete 
negotiations. Waddell said those negotiations are 
progressing. 
 
"It's going in the right direction," he said. "There's a lot of new 
assets that we're working through to try to put the finishing 
touches on it." 

 
 
 
 

Hurricanes set ticket record for outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium 
 
By Brian Murphy 
Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes' outdoor game is 
already a big hit with fans. 
 
The Hurricanes will play the Washington Capitals on Feb. 18 
at NC State's Carter-Finley Stadium as part of the NHL's 
"Stadium Series." The Hurricanes sold out of their original 
allotment of 18,660 tickets – matching the number of seats in 
PNC Arena – from the NHL within three hours, general 
manager Don Waddell said Thursday. 
 
The team "begged" for more tickets, Waddell said, eventually 
receiving 30,000 total tickets. The NHL only wanted to give 
20,000, Waddell said. Hurricanes' season-ticket holders 
have bought all 30,000 tickets. 
 

"Of all the games that the NHL has put on over the last 13 
years, it's the most tickets sold to a season-ticket base of 
any franchise," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
said Thursday. 
 
The Hurricanes host Montreal on Thursday night at PNC 
Arena as part of four days of events. "A to-be-determined A-
list act" is scheduled to host a concert on Friday night, said 
Jeff Merritt, the executive director of the Centennial 
Authority, which owns PNC Arena. NC State hosts rival 
North Carolina in men's basketball at PNC Arena on Sunday. 
 
Capacity at Carter-Finley Stadium for the game is expected 
to be around 51,500. The NHL offers tickets to each 
franchise to sell for Stadium Series games and keeps some 
tickets for sponsors and partners, Waddell said. 
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More tickets could become available for the Hurricanes to 
sell. 
 

"Whatever is not sold, I'm very confident we can sell for 
them," Waddell said. 
 
Carolina, aiming for a fifth consecutive playoff trip, opens its 
season Oct. 12 at home against Columbus.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Canes Announce Roster Moves 

RALEIGH, N.C. - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League's Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has assigned 
forwards Noel Gunler, Vasily Ponomarev, Jamieson Rees, 
Malte Stromwall and Tuukka Tieksola, defenseman Anttoni 
Honka and goaltenders Pyotr Kochetkov and Zach 
Sawchenko to the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey 
League (AHL). Defenseman Griffin Mendel has been 
released from his amateur tryout contract and will return to 
Chicago. Forwards Ryan Dzingel, Mackenzie MacEachern, 
Stelio Mattheos and Lane Pederson and defenseman 
Maxime Lajoie have been placed on waivers for the purpose 
of assigning them to Chicago, and forward Ryan Suzuki and 
defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald have been placed on the 
injured non-roster list. Additionally, the Hurricanes have 
agreed to mutually part ways with defenseman Grigorii 
Dronov. 
 
The Hurricanes training camp roster now stands at 25 
players and is listed below. 
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NHL Training Camp Buzz: Sturm likely for Sharks season opener 

Welcome to the 2022-23 NHL training camp buzz. Training 
camp is underway for all 32 teams and NHL.com has you 
covered with all the latest news. 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
Nico Sturm likely will play for the San Jose Sharks when they 
open the regular season against the Nashville Predators in 
the 2022 NHL Global Series at O2 Arena in Prague on 
Friday and Saturday. 
 
Sharks coach David Quinn said Sturm would be a "full go" 
after practice Thursday. 
 
The forward did not play in a 3-1 win against Eisbaren Berlin 
of the Deutsche Eishockey Liga, the top professional league 
in Germany, in the NHL Global Series Challenge at 
Mercedes-Benz Arena in Berlin on Tuesday. 
 
Sturm was injured when he took a hit from Paul Cotter in the 
first period of San Jose's 7-3 preseason win against the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Sept. 30. 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
Vladimir Tarasenko did not play for the Blues in a 7-0 loss to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. 
 
The forward took part in a full practice Thursday for the 
second straight day after he missed the previous two days 
due to illness. He is expected to play in the Blues' preseason 
finale against the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday. 
 
Forwards Ivan Barbashev, who has a lower-body injury, and 
Logan Brown, who has an upper-body injury also practiced. 
Barbashev did not play in a 4-2 win against the Minnesota 
Wild on Tuesday, and Brown was injured in a 5-2 loss to the 
Dallas Stars on Saturday. 
 
"Hopefully [Brown] can get in a game here ... we've got two 
more left," coach Craig Berube said Wednesday, "but in the 
same side of things, it is what it is. If he can't go, he can't go. 
We'll get him back in there when we can." 
 
Forward Tyler Pitlick, who is in camp on a professional 
tryout, was supposed to play Tuesday but was scratched 
because of a lower-body injury; he skated Wednesday but 
didn't Thursday. 

 
The Blues announced Tuesday that defenseman Scott 
Perunovich will be out at least six months for the Blues 
because of a shoulder injury. 
 
Perunovich, who was injured during a 4-1 preseason win 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Sept. 27, will have 
surgery Thursday for a fractured left shoulder. -- Lou Korac 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
T.J. Oshie did not practice with the Capitals on Thursday and 
is day to day with an upper-body injury. 
 
The forward was injured in the second period of a 4-2 
preseason win against the Detroit Red Wings on Wednesday 
after he was checked into the boards. Washington coach 
Peter Laviolette said he doesn't expect Oshie to play in its 
preseason finale Saturday against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 
 
"He got banged up last night," Laviolette said. "He probably 
will not play in a couple of nights from now and then we'll see 
how he's doing. … He's dealing with something. We're still 
trying to get a handle on that." 
 
Oshie had 25 points (11 goals, 14 assists) in 44 games for 
the Capitals last season. 
 
Dmitry Orlov (maintenance) also did not practice Thursday; 
the defenseman played 21:26 Wednesday. Laviolette said 
Orlov is also day to day. 
  
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Forwards Cam Atkinson and Joel Farabee, and goalie Carter 
Hart could play in the season opener against the New Jersey 
Devils on Oct. 13. 
 
Farabee, who had disk replacement surgery in his cervical 
region June 24, was scheduled to see his doctor Thursday to 
determine if he would be cleared for contact. 
 
"I feel 100 percent," Farabee said. "I've taken a little bit of 
contact here the last week, week and a half. Feeling good. 
Got my weight back up to where it needs to be (183 pounds). 
So, feeling good." 
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Hart did not play any preseason games because of a lower-
body injury, but said he remains confident he'll be ready for 
the opener. 
 
"I'm feeling a lot better," he said. "Taking things day by day, 
see how it is, testing it a little bit. I'm feeling better and I'm on 
track here." 
 
Not playing any preseason games has affected his timing, 
but Hart has been able to treat practices as game-type 
situations. 
 
"It was nice that we did a little [defensive] zone coverage, 5-
on-5 work in the zone," he said. "So, I got to kind of maybe 
make a little bit more of a game scenario. I am going to try to 
get as many reps as I can at our game-like [practices] up 
until next Thursday." 
 
Atkinson hasn't practiced since Sept. 25 because of an 
upper-body injury, but coach John Tortorella remains 
optimistic he will be available against the Devils. 
 
"We're still going to give him a few days here," Tortorella 
said. "I kind of leave it up to the training staff. We've still got 
a number of days before Thursday. So we're just going to 
leave him alone. With him, he's had plenty of conditioning 
because he has done skating along the way. So again, we'll 
see as we go, but we just want to give a little bit more time." -
- Adam Kimelman 
 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Brett Pesce did not practice with the Hurricanes on Thursday 
after leaving their 8-1 preseason win against the Blue 
Jackets on Monday with a lower-body injury.  
 
Coach Rod Brind'Amour said he expects the defenseman to 
be ready for Carolina's regular-season opener against 
Columbus on Oct. 12.  
 
"Just precautionary more than anything," Brind'Amour said. 
"We certainly don't want anything lingering into the season 
here when we get started, so anybody that's got any kind of 
nicks, you're not going to see him out here right now." 
 
Dylan Coghlan practiced Thursday after the defenseman left 
Carolina's preseason finale, a 4-2 loss to the Buffalo Sabres 
on Tuesday, with a lower-body injury. The Hurricanes did not 
practice Wednesday. -- Tom Gulitti 
  
Detroit Red Wings 
 
Andrew Copp is expected to be ready for the Red Wings 
regular-season opener against the Montreal Canadiens on 
Oct. 14. 

 
The forward had abdominal surgery in the offseason and 
missed training camp. It was unclear if he would be ready for 
opening night. 
 
Copp, who signed a five-year contract with the Red Wings in 
the offseason, had 53 points (21 goals, 32 assists) in 72 
games with the New York Rangers and Winnipeg Jets last 
season. 
 
Boston Bruins 
 
Taylor Hall skated prior to Bruins practice Wednesday. 
 
The forward sustained an upper-body injury in a 4-0 
preseason win against the Flyers on Saturday and was listed 
as week to week. 
 
"What I'm finding out is how tough he is, and I guess his pain 
tolerance is really high," Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said 
before their preseason game against the New York Rangers 
on Wednesday. "He's pushing it. He doesn't want it to be 
week to week. We're just monitoring it right now. It was his 
first day on the ice and we'll see how he feels [Thursday]. 
There's a little bit of hope that he can be back sooner than 
week to week." 
 
The Bruins open the regular season Oct. 12 against the 
Capitals. 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Nick Suzuki is day to day with an upper-body injury and did 
not accompany the Canadiens for their 4-3 preseason loss to 
the Ottawa Senators in Gander, Newfoundland, on 
Thursday. 
 
The forward had two assists in 22:15 of ice time in his first 
game of the preseason, a 5-4 loss to the Senators on 
Tuesday; he had been dealing with a lower-body injury. 
 
"It's not ideal," Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said 
Thursday. "Obviously the time away from the team as much 
as you are going to do stuff in the gym, you can't replicate 
the game so you're behind physically. ... You have to work 
hard to stay on top of that so when you come back, you're 
not so far away." 
 
Forward Joel Armia, who scored Tuesday, also did not play 
Thursday because of an upper-body injury. 
 
The Canadiens open the regular season Oct. 12 against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs.
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Hurricanes owner talks Stadium Series, Cup contention in Q&A with NHL.com 
 
By Tom Gulitti 
In NHL.com's Q&A feature called "Sitting Down with …" we 
talk to key figures in the game, gaining insight into their lives 
on and off the ice. In this edition, we feature Carolina 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon. 
 
Tom Dundon isn't surprised the Carolina Hurricanes have 
already sold 30,000 tickets for the 2023 Navy Federal Credit 
Union NHL Stadium Series. 
 
The Hurricanes owner expected a lot of excitement for the 
outdoor game against the Washington Capitals at Carter-
Finley Stadium on the campus of North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Feb. 18. 
 
"I always felt like it kind of fits the way the market thinks, the 
outdoor college atmosphere," Dundon said Thursday. "So I 
felt like that was going to do pretty well." 
 
The fans delivered, quickly buying the Hurricanes' initial 
allotment of about 18,000 tickets, prompting the team to 
request more from the NHL for its first outdoor game. Those 
also sold out with a demand for more. General ticket sales 
have yet to begin. 
 
"I think it's different, so it's interesting," Dundon said. "You're 
trying to find those interesting things to make something new 
to think about that's interesting and fun." 
 
Carolina was originally scheduled to host the Stadium Series 
on Feb. 20, 2021, but the event was postponed due to 
concerns surrounding the coronavirus and eventually 
pushed, at the Hurricanes' request, to this season. 
 
Now it will be one of the highlights of Carolina's 25th 
anniversary season. The Hurricanes open it against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Wednesday expecting to contend 
for the Stanley Cup after a busy offseason when they added 
defensemen Brent Burns and Dylan Coghlan, and forwards 
Max Pacioretty (recovering from a torn Achilles tendon), 
Ondrej Kase and Paul Stastny. 
 
When Dundon acquired a majority stake in the Hurricanes on 
Jan. 12, 2018 (he became full owner June 30, 2021), they 
were on their way to missing the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the 
ninth consecutive season. Since then, they've qualified for 
the playoffs in four straight seasons. 
 
Dundon discussed how far the Hurricanes have come on and 
off the ice and more in a lengthy conversation with NHL.com. 
 
You're closing in on five years since you became owner. Are 
you happy with where the organization stands? 
 
"I'm happy with the people and the process and the players 
and our future. I think it's impossible to be happy unless you 
win. You can only be at your happiest if you win. And then 
the next season starts. But, yes, I'm content and happy with 
the people, the process, the talent, the fans, the brand, all 
those things. I keep saying we're in a position to realistically 

believe that we're one of the teams that should have a 
chance to win and we're not having to be convinced of that. 
We kind of know it and that's what makes me happy." 
 
Carolina set franchise records for wins (54-20-8) and points 
(116) last season before losing to the New York Rangers in 
seven games in the second round of the playoffs. That might 
have been considered an excellent season three or four 
seasons ago but was disappointing because you didn't win 
the Stanley Cup. What does that say about the Hurricanes' 
progress? 
 
"I think that's the hard part about where we are now. Most 
outcomes are a disappointment now where there was a time 
if you played well or drew a big crowd or made the playoffs 
or won a round, that those were all things to celebrate. I don't 
want to miss out on the fact that it's hard to win games and 
you should appreciate when people come and watch you. 
You've got to find a way to enjoy it even though your 
expectations continue to increase. You can't take it for 
granted. You've got to enjoy that process and hope it just 
keeps going." 
 
Team Preview: Carolina Hurricanes 
 
    01:17 • October 6, 2022 
 
Are those increased expectations what you were hoping for 
when you bought the team? 
 
"We're definitely in a position where if you don't win, you're 
disappointed. But you're realistic about the fact that you're 
not the only one in that position. That's not the way this sport 
works. There's no one that is so much better than anyone 
else. I think the word expect is a tough one for the sport 
because my expectation is that we're in that echelon of 
teams that has a really good chance every time they play 
and throughout the playoffs. But I don't think anyone can 
really separate the way hockey works." 
 
Ticket sales for the NHL Stadium Series have been 
excellent. How about your season ticket base? 
 
"We probably have three times as many season ticket 
holders as when I bought the team. We're getting to a point 
now where you won't be able to sell full season tickets soon 
because you've got to leave some individual seats for new 
fans. So that part is going really well." 
 
What are the approximate season ticket numbers? 
 
"I think it went from less than 5,000, in the fours, to 13 and a 
half, maybe almost 14 (thousand). Something like that." 
 
You've been in discussions with the Centennial Authority, 
which oversees PNC Arena for the City of Raleigh, Wake 
County and the state of North Carolina, about renovating the 
arena. Where do things stand in those talks? 
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"There's a process going on where all the stakeholders have 
to figure out the path forward and I think everybody's working 
hard on that and we're excited to see where it goes and, if 
the city and state decide that's something they want to do, 
then we'll work with them on it, for sure." 
 
If an agreement is reached, what do you hope the renovated 
arena will look like when it's completed? 
 
"I hope we just take all the best ideas of what everybody has 
done and incorporate it. A lot has happened in 25 years, 
right? So, I don't think what we thought even two years ago 
is what we would do today. You have to have a better 
experience for the fans, so we have to figure out what that 
is." 
 
Where do things stand with plans to develop the area around 
the arena and Carter-Finley Stadium? 
 
"Same process. It's all one process." 
 
What are you imagining that area looking like for the NHL 
Stadium Series? 
 
"I think we're going to have events programmed all week in 
the city and then we'll have a concert Friday night (Feb. 17). 
We'll have an outdoor festival kind of thing on campus there 
between the stadium and the arena on Saturday. Then, we 
have N.C. State basketball against North Carolina on 

Sunday (Feb. 19). So there's stuff programmed all week 
throughout the city." 
 
Do you envision game day being like a college football 
Saturday? 
 
"Yeah, I think that was part of the plan. They have such good 
atmosphere for N.C. State and we're in the same stadium, 
same parking lots. I imagine there will be a pretty similar 
vibe. That kind of tailgating, kind of more of an all-day affair." 
 
What are you most excited about for the upcoming season? 
 
"I just want to know what happens. I just want to know how it 
ends. I would love to know right now." 
 
Isn't the journey part of the fun? 
 
"For me, it's a little bit of torture. It's fun, but it's also hard." 
 
Doesn't that mean you're invested emotionally along with 
financially? 
 
"Yeah. The financial part of this has never been a thing for 
me. It's the emotional. You do it because of the emotional 
part. You hope that the players are involved emotionally, and 
the fans are involved emotionally. It's entertainment. It's why 
we're here." 
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Players signed to professional tryouts for NHL training camps 
 
Unsigned veteran players can earn a contract with an NHL 
team by impressing enough in training camp on a 
professional tryout contract (PTO). Training camps open 
Sept. 21 and the regular season begins Oct. 7. 
 
The following notable players (listed alphabetically) will be in 
an NHL camp on a PTO: 
 
Artem Anisimov, Philadelphia Flyers 
 
The 34-year-old forward didn't play in the NHL last season; 
he had 19 points (eight goals, 11 assists) in 27 games for 
Yaroslavl of the Kontinental Hockey League. Anisimov had 
376 points (180 goals, 196 assists) in 771 regular-season 
games with the New York Rangers, Columbus Blue Jackets, 
Chicago Blackhawks and Ottawa Senators, and 17 points 
(eight goals, nine assists) in 43 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 
 
Zach Aston-Reese, Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
The 28-year-old forward had 15 points (five goals, 10 
assists) in 69 games for the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Anaheim Ducks last season; he was traded to the Ducks for 
forward Rickard Rakell on March 21. Aston-Reese has 66 
points (32 goals, 34 assists) in 230 regular-season games for 
the Penguins and Ducks, and four points (one goal, three 
assists) in 23 playoff games. 
 
Nathan Beaulieu , Anaheim Ducks 
 
The 29-year-old defenseman had four assists in 24 games 
with the Winnipeg Jets last season. Beaulieu has 94 points 
(12 goals, 82 assists) in 419 regular-season games with the 
Jets, Montreal Canadiens and Buffalo Sabres, and five 
assists in 21 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 
 
Beaulieu signed a one-year contract Oct. 1. 
 
Derick Brassard, Ottawa Senators 
 
The forward, who turns 35 on Sept. 22, had 19 points (eight 
goals, 11 assists) in 46 regular-season games for the 
Edmonton Oilers and Flyers last season, including three 
points (two goals, one assist) in 15 games with the Oilers 
after he was acquired in a trade with the Flyers on March 21. 
He played one game in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Brassard 
has 522 points (202 goals, 320 assists) in 951 regular-
season games with 10 teams, and 68 points (25 goals, 43 
assists) in 118 playoff games. 
 
Alex Chiasson, Arizona Coyotes 
 
Chiasson, who turns 32 on Oct. 1, had 22 points (13 goals, 
nine assists) in 67 games for the Vancouver Canucks last 
season. The forward has 224 points (114 goals, 110 assists) 
in 631 regular-season games with the Dallas Stars, 
Senators, Calgary Flames, Washington Capitals, Oilers and 
Canucks, and seven points (four goals, three assists) in 37 
playoff games. 
 

Michael Dal Colle, Ottawa Senators 
 
The 26-year-old forward played one game for the New York 
Islanders last season. He had 22 points (nine goals, 13 
assists) for Bridgeport of the American Hockey League. The 
No. 5 pick in the 2014 NHL Draft has 21 points (eight goals, 
13 assists) in 112 regular-season games, all with the 
Islanders. He does not have a point in four Stanley Cup 
Playoff games. 
 
Dal Colle was released from his tryout contract Oct. 1. 
 
Calvin de Haan , Carolina Hurricanes 
 
The 31-year-old defenseman had eight points (four goals, 
four assists) in 69 games for the Blackhawks last season. De 
Haan played for the Hurricanes in 2018-19. He has 119 
points (19 goals, 100 assists) in 520 regular-season games 
with the Blackhawks, Hurricanes and Islanders and five 
points (one goal, four assists) in 37 playoff games. 
 
De Haan signed a one-year contract Oct. 1. 
 
Danny DeKeyser, Vancouver Canucks 
 
The 32-year-old defenseman had 11 assists in 59 games for 
the Detroit Red Wings last season. DeKeyser has 146 points 
(33 goals, 113 assists) in 547 regular-season games for the 
Red Wings and two points (one goal, one assist) in 19 
playoff games. 
 
DeKeyser was released from his tryout contract Oct. 4. 
 
Jason Demers, Edmonton Oilers 
 
The 34-year-old defenseman has 214 points (45 goals, 169 
assists) in 699 regular-season games with the San Jose 
Sharks, Stars, Florida Panthers and Coyotes, and 16 points 
(three goals, 13 assists) in 61 playoff games. Demers did not 
play in the NHL last season; he had one assist in five games 
for Kazan in the Kontinental Hockey League. 
 
Cody Eakin, Calgary Flames 
 
The 31-year-old forward had 12 points (four goals, eight 
assists) in 69 games for the Sabres last season. Eakin has 
256 points (110 goals, 146 assists) in 701 regular-season 
games with the Capitals, Stars, Vegas Golden Knights, Jets 
and Sabres, and 19 points (eight goals, 11 assists) in 50 
playoff games. 
 
Eakin was released from his tryout contract Oct. 6. 
 
Alex Galchenyuk, Colorado Avalanche 
 
The 28-year-old forward had 21 points (six goals, 15 assists) 
in 60 games with the Coyotes last season. Galchenyuk has 
354 points (146 goals, 208 assists) in 643 regular-season 
games with the Coyotes, Maple Leafs, Senators, Minnesota 
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Wild, Penguins and Canadiens, and 17 points (five goals, 12 
assists) in 38 playoff games. 
 
Galchenyuk was released from his tryout contract Sept. 28. 
 
Scott Harrington , San Jose Sharks 
 
The 29-year-old defenseman had one assist in seven games 
for the Blue Jackets last season. Harrington has 38 points 
(seven goals, 31 assists) in 210 regular-season games with 
the Penguins, Maple Leafs and Blue Jackets, and four 
assists in 14 playoff games. 
 
Harrington signed a one-year contract Sept. 30. 
 
Thomas Hickey, New Jersey Devils 
 
The 33-year-old defenseman did not have a point in two 
games with the Islanders last season and had 18 points (six 
goals, 12 assists) in 44 games with Bridgeport and Ontario of 
the American Hockey League. Hickey has 117 points (22 
goals, 95 assists) in 456 regular-season games for the 
Islanders and six points (one goal, five assists) in 24 playoff 
games. 
 
Hickey was released from his tryout contract Oct. 3. 
 
Sonny Milano, Calgary Flames 
 
The 26-year-old forward had an NHL career-high 34 points 
(14 goals, 20 assists) in 66 games with the Ducks last 
season. Milano has 81 points (36 goals, 45 assists) in 197 
games with the Ducks and Blue Jackets. 
 
Milano was released from his tryout contract Oct. 6. 
 
James Neal, Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
The 35-year-old forward had four points (two goals, two 
assists) in 19 games last season with the St. Louis Blues 
after attending training camp on a PTO and signing a one-
year contract. He also had 26 points (14 goals, 12 assists) in 
28 games with Springfield of the American Hockey League. 
Neal has 559 points (296 goals, 263 assists) in 869 regular-
season games with the Blues, Stars, Penguins, Nashville 
Predators, Golden Knights, Flames and Oilers, and 58 points 
(33 goals, 25 assists) in 110 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 
 
Neal was released from his tryout contract Oct. 3. 
 
Tyler Pitlick, St. Louis Blues 
 
The 30-year-old forward had five points (one goal, four 
assists) in 39 games for the Flames and Canadiens last 
season; he was traded to the Canadiens with forward 
prospect Emil Heineman, a first-round pick in the 2022 NHL 
Draft and a fifth-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft for forward 
Tyler Toffoli on Feb. 14. Pitlick has 89 points (48 goals, 41 
assists) in 325 regular-season games with the Oilers, Stars, 
Flyers, Coyotes, Flames and Canadiens, and three points 
(two goals, one assist) in 22 playoff games. 
 
Victor Rask, Columbus Blue Jackets 

 
The 29-year-old forward had 21 points (nine goals, 12 
assists) in 47 games with the Wild and Seattle Kraken last 
season. Rask has 223 points (89 goals, 134 assists) in 506 
regular-season games with the Kraken, Wild and Hurricanes, 
and no points in seven playoff games. 
 
Rask was released from his tryout contract Oct. 5. 
 
Antoine Roussel, Philadelphia Flyers 
 
The 32-year-old forward had eight points (four goals, four 
assists) in 53 games with the Coyotes last season. Roussel 
has 197 points (85 goals, 112 assists) in 607 regular-season 
games with the Coyotes, Stars and Canucks and nine points 
(four goals, five assists) in 36 playoff games. 
 
Roussel was released from his tryout contract Sept. 29. 
 
Daniel Sprong , Seattle Kraken 
 
The 25-year-old forward had 20 points (14 goals, six assists) 
in 63 games for the Capitals and Kraken last season. Sprong 
has 70 points (46 goals, 24 assists) in 202 regular-season 
games and one assist in three playoff games. 
 
Sprong signed a one-year, two-way contract Oct. 3. 
 
Eric Staal, Florida Panthers 
 
The 37-year-old forward had five points (two goals, three 
assists) for Iowa, the AHL affiliate of the Wild, after signing a 
PTO on Jan. 13, and four points (one goal, three assists) for 
Canada as its captain at the 2022 Beijing Olympics. Staal 
last played in the NHL in 2020-21, when he had 13 points 
(five goals, eight assists) in 53 games with the Sabres and 
Canadiens. He has 1,034 points (441 goals, 593 assists) in 
1,293 regular-season games for the Hurricanes, Rangers, 
Wild, Sabres and Canadiens, and 59 points (23 goals, 36 
assists) in 83 playoff games. He helped the Hurricanes win 
the Stanley Cup in 2006. 
 
Derek Stepan, Carolina Hurricanes 
 
The 32-year-old forward had 19 points (nine goals, 10 
assists) in 58 regular-season games and did not have a point 
in three Stanley Cup Playoff games with the Hurricanes last 
season. Stepan has 504 points (177 goals, 327 assists) in 
817 regular-season games with the Hurricanes, Rangers, 
Coyotes and Senators, and 54 points (20 goals, 34 assists) 
in 109 playoff games. 
 
Michael Stone, Calgary Flames 
 
The 32-year-old defenseman had six points (two goals, four 
assists) in 11 regular-season games and five points (two 
goals, three assists) in nine playoff games for the Flames 
last season. Stone has 134 points (35 goals, 99 assists) in 
504 regular-season games for the Coyotes and Flames, and 
six points (three goals, three assists) in 15 postseason 
games. 
 
Anton Stralman, Boston Bruins 
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The 36-year-old defenseman had 23 points (eight goals, 15 
assists) in 74 games for the Coyotes last season. Stralman 
has 293 points (63 goals, 230 assists) in 930 regular-season 
games for the Coyotes, Panthers, Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Rangers, Blue Jackets and Maple Leafs and 26 points (six 
goals, 20 assists) in 113 playoff games. 
 
Nate Thompson, Los Angeles Kings 
 
The 37-year-old forward had three points (one goal, two 
assists) in 33 games with the Flyers last season. He 
previously played for the Kings from 2017-19. Thompson has 
164 points (65 goals, 99 assists) in 844 games with the 
Flyers, Jets, Canadiens, Kings, Senators, Ducks, Lightning, 
Islanders and Bruins, and 21 points (eight goals, 13 assists) 
in 86 playoff games. 
 
Thompson was released from his tryout contract Oct. 4. 
 
Jimmy Vesey, New York Rangers 

 
The 29-year-old forward had 15 points (eight goals, seven 
assists) in 68 games with the Devils last season after 
attending their training camp on a PTO and signing a one-
year contract Oct. 10. Vesey played his first three NHL 
seasons with the Rangers and has 135 points (72 goals, 63 
assists) in 422 regular-season games with the Rangers, 
Sabres, Maple Leafs, Canucks and Devils. He has five points 
(one goal, four assists) in 12 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 
 
Jake Virtanen, Edmonton Oilers 
 
The 26-year-old forward did not play in the NHL last season; 
he had 16 points (nine goals, seven assists) in 36 games 
with Spartak Moscow in the KHL. Virtanen has 100 points 
(55 goals, 45 assists) in 317 regular-season games with the 
Canucks and three points (two goals, one assist) in 16 
playoff games. 
 
Virtanen was released from his tryout contract Oct. 6 
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Lapsed fan’s guide to the NHL season: Trades, signings, more

By Greg Wyshynski 

When the Colorado Avalanche hoisted the Stanley Cup for 
the first time since 2001, it signaled the end of an NHL 
season that was a return to normalcy but still notably 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
After a truncated 2020-21 season with intra-divisional play, 
the NHL's 32 teams -- including the debuting Seattle Kraken 
-- were back in their traditional four divisions and two 
conferences for an 82-game campaign. 
 
But the omicron variant hit the league hard near the end of 
2021 with dozens of game postponements, player absences 
due to positive tests and teams shutting down activities 
around the holiday break. 
 
With 50 games postponed through Dec. 23, commissioner 
Gary Bettman announced that NHL players would not 
participate in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing due to "the 
regular-season schedule having been materially disrupted as 
a result of increasing COVID cases and a rising number of 
postponed games." The Olympic break was instead used to 
make up some of those games. 
Editor's Picks 
 
    Atlantic Uprising: Can the Red Wings, Sabres, Senators 
make the playoffs? 
    3hKristen Shilton 
    How a wave of fast, young defensemen is changing the 
NHL 
    1dRyan Clark 
    Who makes the 2023 Stanley Cup playoffs? Wyshynski's 
predictions for every team's finish 
    1dGreg Wyshynski 
 
COVID's impact on NHL rosters meant that 1,004 different 
skaters and a record 119 different goaltenders saw action 
during the regular season. NHL players and executives 
believe that lineup shuffling was one of many reasons the 
2021-22 season saw a goal-scoring boom: 6.3 goals per 
game, the most in an NHL season since 1995-96, a leap 
forward after a steady increase in goal-scoring over the last 
several seasons. 
 
Will that trend continue in the 2022-23 season? Can the 
Avalanche go back-to-back like the team they defeated for 
the Cup, the Tampa Bay Lightning, did in the previous two 
seasons? 
 
If you haven't kept up with the NHL in the past few months, 
don't fret, we've got you covered. Here's a chance to catch 
up on everything that has happened -- the hirings, firings, 
signings and even a blockbuster trade. It's all in our guide to 

the 2022-23 season for lapsed fans. Read up before the 
puck drops! 
The Johnny Hockey fallout 
 
Calgary Flames forward Johnny Gaudreau was the biggest 
prize of NHL free agency, as the winger was coming off a 
115-point season and a fourth-place finish in MVP voting. 
When the 29-year-old told the Flames he wasn't returning for 
another contract, many believed the South Jersey native was 
destined for the Philadelphia Flyers or New Jersey Devils. 
But the Flyers couldn't move enough money from the cap to 
sign him, and Gaudreau picked a surprise suitor over the 
Devils: The Columbus Blue Jackets, who signed Gaudreau 
to a seven-year deal with a $9.75 million average annual 
value. 
 
This decision began a chain reaction of events back in 
Calgary. Forward Matthew Tkachuk, who had one year left 
on his contract, informed the Flames that he also wouldn't 
sign another contract with the team. GM Brad Treliving, 
determined to keep Calgary in Stanley Cup contention rather 
than rebuild, traded the 24-year-old Tkachuk to the Florida 
Panthers for star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau and 
defenseman Mackenzie Weegar in a rare NHL blockbuster 
sign-and-trade. Tkachuk inked an eight-year, $76 million 
extension. The Flames convinced Huberdeau to sign an 
eight-year contract extension ($10.5 million AAV) and are 
working on a new deal with Weegar. 
 
Finally, to replace the scoring and edgy play that left with 
Tkachuk, the Flames signed Colorado center Nazem Kadri to 
a seven-year, $49 million free-agent deal. All because 
Johnny Hockey packed his bags for the U.S. 
play 
 
Matthew Tkachuk chats with Emily Kaplan about being 
traded to the Florida Panthers and now becoming a division 
rival of his brother Brady and the Ottawa Senators. 
Goalie musical chairs 
 
Follow the bouncing puck as there were once again a 
number of goaltending changes in the NHL: 
 
    The Washington Capitals decided to start over in net, 
walking away from restricted free agent Ilya Samsonov and 
trading goalie Vitek Vanecek to the New Jersey Devils. The 
Capitals then signed free-agent Darcy Kuemper, last seen 
winning the Stanley Cup with the Avalanche. 
 
    To replace Kuemper, Colorado traded for long-time New 
York Rangers backup Alexandar Georgiev in the hopes he 
could develop into a starter. 
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    Samsonov signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs, who also 
added Matt Murray from the Ottawa Senators for perhaps the 
most boom-or-bust goalie tandem in the NHL. The Leafs' 
former starter, Jack Campbell, signed a free-agent deal with 
the Edmonton Oilers, who finally closed the book on the Mike 
Smith era. 
 
    The Senators traded for Minnesota Wild goalie Cam 
Talbot, who had expressed his frustration when the team re-
signed Marc-Andre Fleury to a two-year contract. 
 
    Free agent Ville Husso left the St. Louis Blues for the 
Detroit Red Wings, while former Red Wings goalie Thomas 
Greiss signed with the Blues. 
 
    Finally, an important chair was vacated: Vegas Golden 
Knights goalie Robin Lehner will miss the 2022-23 season 
after hip surgery, leaving a return to the postseason in the 
hands of rookie Logan Thompson, former Sharks goalie Adin 
Hill and backup Laurent Brossoit, who is also currently 
injured. 
 
Bands were kept together 
 
The Pittsburgh Penguins' Game 7 loss to the New York 
Rangers marked the fourth straight season they failed to 
advance past the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Their future together was in doubt, as a handful of prominent 
players were headed to free agency: center Evgeni Malkin, 
defenseman Kris Letang and forward Bryan Rust. 
 
But GM Ron Hextall somehow kept "the band" together. 
Rust, 30, signed a six-year deal in May. Letang, 35, was next 
with a six-year contract extension. That left Malkin, whose 
negotiations with the team were difficult to the point where he 
vowed to test free agency. Shortly thereafter, Malkin was 
signed to a four-year extension. 
 
"[I was] relieved," captain Sidney Crosby told ESPN, "and 
then immediately thinking, 'OK, we've got an opportunity. 
These guys are staying. And now we've gotta do something 
with it.'" 
 
Meanwhile in Boston, center Patrice Bergeron decided to run 
it back for another season on a one-year deal. He'll be 
reunited with center David Krejci, who's back with the Bruins 
after playing last season in Czechia. 
Veteran blueliners say goodbye 
 
The NHL saw a few star defenseman call it a career. Zdeno 
Chara, the 6-foot-9 defenseman who won a Stanley Cup and 
a Norris Trophy with the Boston Bruins, retired after 24 NHL 
seasons. The 45-year-old played for the New York Islanders 
last season. P.K. Subban, 33, retired after 13 seasons with 
the Montreal Canadiens, Nashville Predators and New 
Jersey Devils. (Keep an eye out for "P.K.'s Places" on 
ESPN+ this season.) 
 
Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Keith Yandle, who broke 
Doug Jarvis's NHL record by playing in his 965th 
consecutive game last season, retired after 16 seasons. 
Finally, Edmonton Oilers defenseman Duncan Keith called it 
quits before entering the final season of his 13-year contract. 

Keith won three Stanley Cups, two Norris trophies and the 
Conn Smythe for playoff MVP with the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Teams making big moves 
 
Some teams leveled up in the offseason with roster-
reshaping moves for skaters, like: 
 
    The Ottawa Senators made the biggest noise, signing 
former Flyers captain and local hero Claude Giroux to a 
three-year deal and trading for Blackhawks star winger Alex 
DeBrincat. 
 
    The Carolina Hurricanes added some veteran savvy to 
their group, trading for shaggy Sharks defenseman Brent 
Burns, Vegas goal-scoring winger Max Pacioretty and then 
signing Jets forward Paul Stastny. 
 
    The Los Angeles Kings acquired winger Kevin Fiala from 
the salary cap-strapped Minnesota Wild and signed the 26-
year-old winger to a seven-year contract extension. 
 
    The Detroit Red Wings signed free-agent Husso, free-
agent Blues winger David Perron, Rangers center Andrew 
Copp, Blackhawks forward Dominik Kubalik and Panthers 
defenseman Ben Chiarot. 
 
    The Rangers signed former Carolina center Vincent 
Trocheck to a seven-year deal while former center Ryan 
Strome signed in Anaheim. The Ducks also made a splash 
by getting former Dallas defenseman John Klingberg on a 
one-year deal worth $7 million. 
 
    Forwards Mason Marchment (Dallas), Ondrej Palat (New 
Jersey), Nino Niederreiter (Nashville), Max Domi (Chicago) 
and Andre Burakovsky (Seattle) all moved via free agency. 
 
    Among the free agents that decided to stay were their stuff 
is located: Evander Kane (Edmonton), Filip Forsberg 
(Nashville), Rickard Rakell (Pittsburgh), Reilly Smith (Vegas) 
and Colorado's Josh Manson and Valeri Nichushkin. 
 
    Finally, in perhaps the single greatest marriage between 
player, venue and moment, Phil Kessel will attempt to set a 
new record for most consecutive NHL games played in the 
poker capital of the world, singing a one-year deal with the 
Vegas Golden Knights. He's at 982 straight games, needing 
eight games to pass Yandle. 
 
 
Check out the five best goals from last year as we prepare 
for the upcoming season. 
 
MacKinnon, others break the bank 
 
Avalanche star Nathan MacKinnon won his first Stanley Cup 
and then made history. MacKinnon signed the richest 
contract for the NHL salary cap era on Tuesday, agreeing to 
an eight-year contract extension worth $100.8 million. That's 
an average annual value of $12.6 million for the 27-year-old 
center, higher than that of Edmonton Oilers star Connor 
McDavid or anyone else in the NHL -- well, at least until 
Auston Matthews signs his next deal. 
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Other significant new contracts that start in 2023-24 include 
Canucks forward J.T. Miller (seven years, $56 million), 
Islanders star Mathew Barzal (eight years, $73.2 million), 
Blues winger Jordan Kyrou (eight years, $65 million), Buffalo 
center Tage Thompson (seven years, $50 million) and 
Senators center Tim Stützle (eight years, $66.8 million). 
Restricted free agent Jason Robertson, meanwhile, agreed 
to four-year, $31-million extension with the Dallas Stars that 
starts this season, while Patrik Laine opted for a four-year, 
$34.8 million extension with the Blue Jackets. 
 
Canadiens shock the draft 
 
The Canadiens won the NHL draft lottery and with it the 
chance to draft Canadian center Shane Wright at the July 
event inside Montreal's Bell Centre. Wright had been the top-
rated prospect for the entire season ... but the Habs shocked 
the hockey world by opting for Slovakian winger Juraj 
Slafkovsky instead, an 18-year-old that had helped his nation 
win Olympic bronze in Beijing. 
 
New Jersey, picking second, selected Slafkovsky's national 
teammate Simon Nemec, making them the highest drafted 
Slovakian-born players ever. Wright fell to the Seattle Kraken 
at No. 4. 
 
Rookies to watch 
 
Slafkovsky, Nemec and Wright could have an impact this 
season. But a number of rookies are also expected to 
elevate their respective teams. They include three former 
Michigan Wolverines: Defenseman Owen Power of Buffalo, 
the first overall pick in 2021; center Matty Beniers in Seattle, 
who was selected right behind Power; and their Wolverine 
teammate Kent Johnson, a center with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 
 
Center Mason McTavish, who saved Canada's world junior 
gold chances with a stick save in overtime against Finland, 
will be a force for the Ducks. Forwards Cole Perfetti (Jets), 
Jack Quinn (Sabres), Marco Rossi (Wild), Alexander Holtz 
(Devils), William Eklund (Sharks) and defenseman Jake 
Sanderson (Senators) will also be in the Calder Trophy mix. 
 
Don't forget Logan Thompson, taking over the net in Vegas, 
and Edmonton netminder Stuart Skinner are also rookies. 
 
Coaching carousel spins again 
 
There were 11 teams that made coaching moves in the 
offseason, some of them domino effects: 
 
 
The Boston Bruins fired coach Bruce Cassidy and hired 
former Dallas Stars head coach Jim Montgomery. Cassidy 
was hired by the Vegas Golden Knights to replace Pete 
DeBoer, who took over the Dallas Stars after they moved on 
from Rick Bowness. The Winnipeg Jets hired Bowness as 
their new head coach, while Paul Maurice, who stepped 
down from the Jets during last season, took over the Florida 
Panthers from Jack Adams finalist and interim coach Andrew 
Brunette, who is now an associate coach with New Jersey. 
 

Got that? 
 
Meanwhile, Luke Richardson (Chicago), Derek Lalonde 
(Detroit), Lane Lambert (New York Islanders, replacing Barry 
Trotz) and Martin St. Louis (Montreal) were all given their 
first official head coaching gigs. Former Rangers coach 
David Quinn signed on with the San Jose Sharks. 
 
Finally, in the move everyone expected, John Tortorella left 
the ESPN studio to move back behind the bench, bringing 
his particular brand of whimsy to the Philadelphia Flyers. 
 
The Ovechkin chase 
 
Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin scored 50 goals for 
the ninth time in his career to tie an NHL record, but it's 
another record he continues to have in his sights: Wayne 
Gretzky's NHL career mark of 894 goals. Ovechkin sits third 
all-time with 780 goals, with a chance to pass the legendary 
Gordie Howe (801) this season. 
play 
 
Auston Matthews talks with John Buccigross about moving 
past last season's Game 7 playoff loss to the Lightning. 
 
Next moves for Kane, Toews 
 
The Chicago Blackhawks are in a full-on rebuild, while 
franchise stars Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews are 
entering the final years of their contracts ahead of 
unrestricted free agency. Both have trade protection and 
neither one has indicated their intentions for the future. 
Expect a robust trade market for Kane, with the New York 
Rangers and a potential reunion with Artemi Panarin the 
focus of much preseason speculation. 
 
Arizona to ASU 
 
Sometimes when you're kicked out of your home, you have 
to downsize on the next one. Hence, the Arizona Coyotes 
will play at least the next three seasons -- with an option for a 
fourth -- on the campus of Arizona State University, after 
their 19-year run in Glendale ended when the city opted not 
to renew their arena lease. The perfectly named Mullett 
Arena will also house the school's Division I men's hockey 
team. The Coyotes paid for improvements to the arena, 
including NHL-level locker rooms and training areas. 
 
The ASU move comes as the Coyotes wait for approval on a 
new arena project in Tempe, whose decision is expected this 
fall. Mullett Arena will hold less than 5,000 fans for Coyotes 
games, making it one of the most intimate venues in NHL 
history. While it's expected Arizona will take a massive 
revenue hit, the Coyotes expect to sell out every home game 
and say their season-ticket revenue has surpassed what 
they were generating in their former home in Glendale. 
The Kraken get a mascot 
 
Creating a mascot in a post-Gritty world is a tough 
assignment. The Seattle Kraken took on the challenge with 
their first plushy friend: Buoy, a 6-foot-tall, furry, blue troll 
with an anchor hoop earring dangling on his left side and a 
blue tentacle hanging from his right ear. His backstory is that 
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he is the nephew of the Fremont Troll, the iconic Seattle 
sculpture that inspired his creation. 
 
An NHL mascot that doesn't just troll opponents, but is an 
actual troll? Gritty would be proud. 
 
Getting into advertising 
 
Seeking to tap every revenue stream that it can, the NHL 
made two big changes in how it displays advertising during 
games. 
 
The most divisive one for fans was the first advertisement 
logos placed on NHL player game jerseys in the league's 
history. They'll fit into a 3-inch-by-3.5-inch space on the 
sweaters, either on the front or the shoulders. There are 
some restrictions on what sponsors can advertise on the 
players, including geographic restrictions on sports wagering 
companies. While fans can buy official and replica jerseys 
without the ads on them, many teams were only selling 
official jerseys with the ads at team stores. The NHL expects 
the majority of its teams won't start the season with ads on 
jerseys, but expects that to change by the 2023-24 season. 
 
Meanwhile, the NHL is revolutionizing the way it presents 
ads during broadcasts. The NHL is debuting digitally 
enhanced dasherboards (DED) for all games this season 
that will "erase and replace" the advertising found on arena 
rink boards with virtual ads on broadcasts. The DED system 
allows for the digital replacement of camera-visible arena 
dasherboards within local, national and international NHL 
game broadcasts. While overlaying other advertisements on 

the boards will be its primary function, the DED system 
eventually will allow broadcasts to use the boards for 
everything from in-game stats to special effects for goal 
celebrations. 
 
"When you're in the arena, you won't see any change. When 
you're watching at home, you won't know the difference," 
said Keith Wachtel, the NHL's chief business officer and 
executive vice president of global partnerships. 
play 
 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy talks with John 
Buccigross about being denied a three-peat at the hands of 
the Avalanche and Russia producing incredible NHL goalies. 
Only one rule change 
 
The NHL didn't tinker with its rules during the offseason, 
save for one interesting change. Referees will now be able to 
nullify a major penalty after video review. 
 
Previously, a referee could only confirm the original major 
penalty call or downgrade it to a minor penalty upon video 
review. Now they can confirm the major, reduce to a minor or 
"rescind the original major penalty altogether." 
"Tank hard for Bedard" 
 
Finally, the next "generational talent" in hockey will be the 
prize of the 2023 NHL draft: 17-year-old Connor Bedard of 
the Regina Pats of the Western Hockey League. Some NHL 
teams already have rosters that seem, shall we say, less 
than competitive in anticipation of increasing their draft 
lottery odds. 
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Carolina Hurricanes prepared for tough decisions on final roster cuts 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes were one of the last teams to kick 
off their preseason schedule, but now after playing five 
games in eight days (the schedule originally called for six), 
the team will play the waiting game once again as they await 
the start of the regular season on Oct. 12 against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 
 
And with that surplus of time, one of the things head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour is worried about is his team losing the edge 
they gained from playing actual games. 
 
“That’s a little bit of a concern,” Brind’Amour said. “Everyone 
comes in in camp-shape and I think they just need one game 
and can then go play. They come in in-shape, they come in 
ready to play. So yeah, I do worry. It’s been about two to 
three weeks now and I think we could have played after 
three or four days of this. I think that’s the same for every 
team. I think guys take care of themselves. ” 
 
But the one positive aspect of this long break is that it gives 
the team more time to decide on who will be making the final 
roster cut. 
 
The Hurricanes currently have 25 players on their active 
roster, and with Max Pacioretty heading for IR once the 
season starts, there will need to be, at the very least, one 
more cut to meet the 23-man roster limit as well as 
maximizing the LTIR that Jake Gardiner’s contract will 
provide. 
 
“We’re just moving forward with this as our group,” 
Brind’Amour said. “If we have to make decisions, we have to 
make decisions, but we’ve got some time here. You can tell 
who’s out here. These are the guys that are going to play 
minus maybe a guy here or there, but at some point, they’re 
all going to be part of it. Just getting everybody ready is what 
we’re trying to do.” 
 
One of the areas to address is the status of Derek Stepan. 
The 32-year old center entered training camp on a PTO and 
is still without a contract at this point. After a strong showing 
in the preseason, and the fact that he was still centering the 
fourth line in practice, signs point to him being signed. 
 
“I haven’t really discussed anything about that,” Brind’Amour 
said when asked whether there was a contract in work. “He’s 
here and that’s the way I’m approaching it. If they work 
something out, they work something out, but I haven’t really 
had any discussions with management about it yet.” 

 
However, according to Chip Alexander of the News and 
Observer, it seems that the Hurricanes do indeed intend to 
sign Stepan to a contract. 
 
Past Stepan, the others potentially battling for a roster spot in 
the forward group include Jack Drury, Stefan Noesen and 
Jordan Martinook. 
 
The one thing though, is that Drury can be sent down to the 
AHL without having to go through waivers and after a blasé 
preseason, that option seems most likely. That puts the 
contest for the final opening night roster spot squarely 
between Noesen and Martinook. 
 
Noesen is the defending AHL scoring title holder, scoring 48 
goals last season, and has had a much stronger preseason 
showing, but Martinook has been a part of the team for four 
seasons now and has been an alternate captain. 
 
The decision isn’t as clear cut and black and white as it 
seems either. 
 
“It just depends on what’s missing,” Brind’Amour said on how 
he plans to make the final decisions. “If we’re missing 
[something on special teams] that probably gives a guy a leg 
up or not. There’s other attributes you’ve gotta fill and we 
want to have everything covered as a group. Those will be 
things we really have to dial in here as we get closer.” 
 
On the defensive side of the roster, the answers are much 
clearer however, as two candidates have really pulled ahead 
of the rest. 
 
After coming in on a PTO, Calvin de Haan earned a one-year 
contract, thereby basically stamping his spot on the roster 
and Dylan Coghlan had an offensive explosion in the 
preseason as a power play quarterback and was solid 
defensively as well. 
 
The pair started playing together later in the preseason and 
are paired in practice as well, symbolizing the current leaning 
of the coaching staff. 
 
Jalen Chatfield has played well, but not as good as the other 
two and due to his two-year, second year one-way contract, 
he has a solid chance of passing through waivers if the 
Canes elect to send him back to the Chicago Wolves to get 
steady playing time as a top pairing defenseman. 
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That leaves Ethan Bear as arguably the weakest 
defenseman through camp and the preseason. Will the 
Canes manage to poach an asset for him by pitting some 
teams higher in the waiver wire against each other or will he 
be gone for nothing? Only time will tell, but at this point, he is 
the one most likely to be cut. 
 
All the Hurricanes can do is wait and see how the pieces fall 
into place as they try to polish up as many aspects as they 
can in the time they have. 

 
“It’s just having time to get to everything we want to discuss,” 
Brind’Amour said. “To cross your ‘t’s and dot your ‘i’s and 
just make sure we’ve at least touched on things so there’s no 
gaps when we get going. Obviously repetition is one way to 
hammer things home, but we want to make sure we’ve 
covered everything we need to.

Winners and losers from the preseason 
 
By Alex Ohari 
 
The Canes trimmed their roster by a substantial amount 
Wednesday afternoon, keeping just 25 bodies in the room. 
One of those bodies is Max Pacioretty, who will start the 
season on the injured reserve list and not count for one of 
the (up to) 23 available roster slots allowable. It’s possible 
that the Canes won’t opt to retain 23 players on the main 
roster, but some behind-the-scenes decisions left to be made 
could be a major factor in how they plan to construct the final 
roster. 
 
Amongst those decisions are: 
 
    The status of Derek Stepan, who remains on the current 
25-man roster on his PTO. With a fantastic preseason 
behind him combined with the success he had last season, 
I’d say there’s a very strong chance he gets signed to an 
NHL contract. He has both center and wing versatility, he 
can play up higher in the lineup if need be, and he brings a 
savvy veteran presence to the group as well. I think he’s well 
earned his place. 
    Stefan Noesen is a player that, considering how good he 
was in the AHL last year (he scored 48 goals and 85 points 
in 70 games), is seriously unlikely to clear waivers. He’s 
signed at a league-minimum cap hit ($762,500) and has over 
200 games of NHL experience under his belt, and he would 
make a perfect 13th/depth forward for this group. He can 
reliably slot into the lineup in event of injury, and bring a 
different dynamic to the bottom-6. He may even be better 
than Martinook. Regardless, I think he’ll stick around as I 
can’t see the Canes taking the risk of exposing him to 
waivers. 
    The Canes will have a real decision to make on Ethan 
Bear, who remains one of 8 defensemen on the roster. More 
on this below. 
 
With the bulk of training camp firmly behind us, let’s take a 
look at who’ve been the winners and losers of the preseason 
thus far. 
Winners 
 
Dylan Coghlan: Understandably, Pacioretty got a majority of 
the fanfare in the trade that brought Coghlan to Raleigh, and 
he’s made it known that maybe people were sleeping on him. 
He’s probably been the standout player for me through the 
preseason, showing off his NHL-level quality in each end of 
the rink. He’s got a fast release and gets power behind his 

shots from the point, and has shown an ability to get them on 
net consistently. His passing is crisp, and his on-ice vision is 
impressive. Defensively, his gap control has looked stout and 
he doesn’t seem afraid to throw his body around. 
 
He was my biggest question mark before camp started. I 
didn’t really know too much about him and hadn’t ever 
focused on watching him play, so I’ve been pleasantly 
surprised. He’s undoubtedly been the best amongst the four 
defensemen (Bear, de Haan, Chatfield) competing for the 
third-pair role, and I’d say he’s done more than enough to 
lock down his place in the lineup. He’s making the league 
minimum which could turn out to be a real bargain if he can 
play consistent minutes and potentially run the PP2 unit. 
And, at age 24, he still has room to grow. Based on what I’ve 
seen so far, I’m absolutely stunned that a cap-strapped team 
like Vegas would basically throw him away as an “add on” 
player in a trade. It’s a baffling decision, but the Hurricanes 
look primed to benefit massively from it. 
 
Malte Strömwall: A guy who was rather unknown coming into 
camp after being signed from the KHL, it’s been evident how 
Strömwall was able to score 19 goals in 39 games for 
Dinamo Minsk last season. He’s got a wicked release and is 
deceptive with his shot placement, being able to pick out 
open space in the net from any range. He’s deadly accurate 
with just a flick of his wrists, which makes him a potent 
offensive player at any level. He can skate at NHL pace as 
well which will make his transition into NA hockey a lot 
smoother. 
 
He was assigned to Chicago in the AHL among the Canes’ 
roster cuts yesterday, but I think we could be seeing him in 
Raleigh throughout the season. Whether it be due to injury or 
the powerplay struggling at any given point throughout the 
year, he’s shown enough in the preseason that he can be 
considered an alternative option to provide some offense. A 
guy who can shoot like Strömwall is an asset, and in a 
Canes lineup loaded with offensive talent, he has the skills to 
produce. He could be the modern day version of Saku 
Maenalanen — a guy who comes out of nowhere to 
potentially make an impact — and at some point could help a 
powerplay group that has annually struggled with 
consistently. 
 
Calvin de Haan: After coming into camp on a PTO, earning 
an NHL contract can’t be considered anything but a win for 
CDH. I’d put Derek Stepan in this category too if and when 
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he officially signs with the team. In de Haan’s case, he has 
familiarity in the Canes’ system and was a solid contributor 
for the group in his lone season back in 2018-19. He was a 
valued piece to the deep playoff run back then, and although 
he’s on the wrong side of 30 now, he’s proven to be a 
reliable shut-down defenseman in this league. Even if he’s 
not a regular in the lineup, he can be used in specific match-
ups and offers a stabilizing presence that’ll surely be handy 
come playoff time. Even if he can’t reach the same level he 
was at a few years ago, he’s surely not a worse option than 
Brendan Smith or Ian Cole, and should be a well respected 
presence in the locker room. 
Losers 
 
Jordan Martinook: At the end of the day, it might be hard to 
truly consider Martinook a “loser” in this sense. He’ll be on 
the roster, he’ll likely play quite a lot and he’s making close to 
$2 million dollars. However, I think the preseason exposed 
more than ever that he’s just not worth what he’s being paid. 
Others like Ryan Dzingel, Jamieson Rees, Malte Strömwall 
and Stefan Noesen have shown they can easily replicate 
Martinook’s overall on-ice impact while making substantially 
less money to do so, and potentially provide higher upside in 
the process. For a team that relies heavily on an analytical 
approach, the re-signing of Martinook made very little sense 
last summer and makes even less today. The move felt like a 
defensive reaction to the Tony DeAngelo signing, and the 
team would have been better off committing a bit more cash 
to Brock McGinn or by promoting from within. While he’s a 
fine NHL support player and there’s no denying what he 
adds in the locker room, it feels like the Canes have moved 
well past the need of Martinook in their lineup, and now he’s 
in the way of better, cheaper options. 
 
Ethan Bear: When the Hurricanes acquired Bear in the 
summer of 2021, I thought they were getting a steal of a 
player with untapped potential in exchange for a known 
commodity in Warren Foegele. Unfortunately, it just hasn’t 
worked out for him in this system. You can’t question his 
heart and effort level, but his lack of foot speed and his 
persistence to turnovers when under pressure in the 
defensive zone have made him an untrustworthy player in 
Rod Brind’Amour’s system. Case in point: 

 
At this stage of things, I think both sides would benefit from a 
change of scenery. While I believe Bear has some NHL 
qualities, I just can’t envision him becoming an everyday 
player in this group. Because of his inability to defend on the 
rush, he needs to be sheltered with a defensive-minded 
partner — but the issue is that Bear doesn’t have the 
necessary upside for sheltering to be worth it. In Jake 
Gardiner’s case, sheltering him could pay off thanks to his 
distribution and ability to quarterback a powerplay, but the 
team hasn’t shown enough belief in Bear to thrive in that 
role. He’s just not dynamic enough offensively to a point that 
you’d be comfortable enough to overlook his defensive 
shortcomings, which leaves his potential role undefined in 
this system. Beyond that, all three of Coghlan, Chatfield and 
de Haan have clearly outplayed him through camp, which 
leaves him on the outside looking in. He’s still an asset, and 
my stance is that the Canes would be better off moving him 
along while he still has some value — and I think Bear would 
also benefit from a fresh start elsewhere. 
Uh….. 
 
Grigorii Dronov: When I initially started writing this piece 
yesterday morning, I had Dronov on the “winners” list, as 
he’d seemingly played well enough in training camp to earn 
himself an entry-level contract. …. Until he didn’t. The Canes 
announced yesterday that they’d “mutually parted ways” with 
Dronov, which led me to place him on the “losers” list for 
obvious reasons. After careful situation, I decided to make a 
special category for him because I genuinely can’t imagine a 
stranger 48-hour span in regards to a single player. I mean, 
what the heck happened here? I was actually a bit 
disappointed when I read about the transaction as I’d thought 
Dronov had shown a nice blend of skills throughout camp. 
His passing was superb and he brought some nice physical 
elements. He could’ve adjusted to North American hockey in 
Chicago, and at age 24 he’s far enough into his development 
that he would’ve been a potential call-up option had he 
settled in and showed improvement. Regardless, that dream 
has come to a crashing halt, and Dronov will long be 
remembered as having a shorter Canes career than James 
Wisnewski.
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PNC Arena renovations and development moving forward, new report 
details next steps 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER AND LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 06, 2022 3:51 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The authority that oversees PNC Arena on Thursday received a more 
detailed report on possibilities for major changes to the 23-year-old 
arena, with a new focus on the proposed development of an adjacent 
entertainment district. 

The report by CAA ICON to the Centennial Authority on Thursday laid out 
a road map for not only arena renovations but the “ancillary 
development” that could include hotels, retail shops, restaurants and a 
concert venue outside the arena, as proposed by Carolina Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon. 

CAA ICON, the strategic management consulting firm contracted by the 
authority, noted the development of the almost 80 acres surrounding the 
arena, north of Carter-Finley Stadium, is likely essential to further 
extending the Hurricanes’ lease with the authority, the arena landlord. 
The current lease runs through 2029 but the Hurricanes can buy their 
way out as early as 2024. 

“Time is of the essence given the current lease situation,” the report 
states. “An extension could also be an important component of a 
potential ancillary real estate development project.” 

Dundon, a Dallas billionaire, and the Hurricanes have the first right of 
refusal to participate as a development partner and would have 90 days 
to make a decision before the authority could entertain a third-party 
developer, the report said. 

CAA ICON consultant Dan Barrett, who prepared the report and serves 
as the authority’s representative in lease negotiations with the 
Hurricanes, recommended the authority proceed with Gale Force Sports 
& Entertainment, the Hurricanes’ holding company, as the primary 
developer initially, rather than open the process up to other developers. 

Working directly with Gale Force “allows for a much more cooperative 
approach to negotiations on both the arena lease extension and the 
development,” Barrett said. 

The CAA ICON report also lists the large number of agencies and parties 
that would have to approve the process because of the many overlapping 
agreements, including the North Carolina Department of Administration 
and N.C. State. 

“The ancillary development is important, not just for the ability to entice 
(the Hurricanes) potentially to extend their lease, but more importantly as 
an important amenity to the community,” Barrett said. “It can create a 

different experience going to events here — create a destination, a year-
round destination that doesn’t currently exist here.” 

ARENA UPGRADES, DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE 

As part of the work the firm completed for the authority, CAA ICON 
developed case studies on other NHL venues undergoing arena 
renovation projects, including Tampa Bay and St. Louis. It also studied 
the $215 million renovation of the Spectrum Center in Charlotte that is 
publicly financed. 

PNC Arena, which opened in 1999, is used for Hurricanes games and 
N.C. State men’s basketball games, as well as concerts, meetings and 
other events. There are about 4,000 parking sports outside the arena 
used for Wolfpack football games as well as basketball games. (Carter-
Finley also has 4,000 spots of its own.) 

Some or all of those surface parking spots would have to be converted 
into parking decks to allow the development of that land. The N.C. State 
Fair also uses those lots for fairgrounds parking. 

“We understand some of the sensitivities, but that’s going to need to be 
flushed out and really understood well by all of the parties, so that a 
solution can be crafted everyone feels good about going forward,” Barrett 
said. 

Proposed plans for the renovation of PNC Arena completed by Ratio and 
HOK would include expansion of an indoor/outdoor plaza area on the 
south end of the arena, expansion of the Hurricanes team store and 
improvement to concourse areas including the addition of “view terraces” 
on the upper concourse. 

Barrett made clear a long-term lease is essential for all parties as any 
renovations or development move forward, with the ancillary 
development and entertainment district a key component in those 
negotiations. 

As a part of the CAA ICON report, other case studies were done on 
ancillary developments in similar-sized markets, including Austin, Texas; 
Columbus, Ohio; Milwaukee; and Edmonton, Alberta. Another study was 
done on The Battery at the Atlanta Braves’ new stadium, Truist Park. 

‘POTENTIAL THREAT OF RELOCATION’ 

The CAA ICON report notes that the firm met with representatives with 
officials from the City of Raleigh, Wake County, Gale Force, NCSU, the 
state departments of Administration, Agriculture and Commerce, the 
General Assembly and development firms Kane Realty of Raleigh and 
Dallas-based Woods Capital, whose owner has partnered with Dundon 
on projects there. 

The CAA ICON report said: “While the scope, scale and focus of a 
renovation will be central to a long-term lease extension with the 
Hurricanes, it must also adequately address the needs of N.C. State and 
other building users.” 

The renovation and ancillary development projects would be completed 
in phases, which could overlap, although no timeline has been 
determined. 

“What’s important in this location particularly, because it’s not a 
downtown location, the first phase has to have a certain critical mass so 
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that it is a destination in and of itself,” Barrett said. “It can’t just be driven 
by when events are happening at the arena or stadium.” 

The report noted that the “potential threat of relocation has often driven 
the cost and funding for NBA/NHL arenas, particularly in smaller markets 
such as Raleigh.” The report included a list of nine “rumored NHL 
relocation markets” such as Houston and Portland, Oregon. NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman alluded to the possibility such of a move 
when he visited Raleigh in May. 

“On behalf of the league, we like being here and I know Tom likes being 
here and wants to be here,” Bettman told The News & Observer then. 
“But obviously there’s work to be done to make sure that the team and 
the community have something that is today’s standards.” 

Authority chairman Philip Isley agreed, saying Thursday the development 
of the area around the arena was long overdue. 

“That’s what they expected in 1997, 1999,” Isley said. “We’re 25 years 
down the line here, but finally things are beginning to coalesce to a point 
where things are headed in the right direction.” 
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Rod Brind’Amour Q&A: Andrei Svechnikov’s work ethic, adding Brent 
Burns to the Hurricanes, more 

 

By Sean Gentille and Hailey Salvian 

 

Seems like we caught Rod Brind’Amour at the right time. 

The Carolina Hurricanes coach was home alone on a Thursday night. His 
wife, Amy, and their “little guy” had just left for a youth hockey 
tournament. 

“I’m bachelor-ing it up,” Brind’Amour told The Athletic Hockey Show. “I 
don’t normally have time like this.” 

He’s got plans on Saturday — maybe catching N.C. State vs. Florida 
State. Other than that, he’s ready to start his 22nd year in Raleigh and 
sixth as head coach. He talked about his team dropping its underdog 
status, their big offseason additions, two of the game’s best young stars 
and the growth of the game in North Carolina. 

Also, of course, ACC rivalries. We covered a lot of ground in our half-
hour conversation. These are the highlights. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Gentille: So you’ve been down there for 22 years? That’s seriously where 
we’re at? 

Brind’Amour: It’s been a long time, but I mean, I can’t imagine going 
anywhere else. Just a great area. I raised my four kids. Three are out of 
the house. I got the little one still here. But it’s become a hockey market. 
It’s become a great place to play. And guys are starting — well, it started 
a few years ago. People are starting to (say), “We want to go play there.” 
And that’s pretty cool. 

Gentille: Is there any reason for that? Is it just the fact that you guys have 
strung together some quality seasons and built up that rep? What’s 
different? 

Brind’Amour: You know what, we’ve had good teams in the past. We just 
weren’t able to back it up. And now we’ve been good here for the last few 
years. And it looks promising, right? It looks like we can sustain it for a 
little while with the people we have. I think at the end of the day, if you 
want to know why, it’s because we got a new owner that came in. 

Nothing against (former owner Peter Karmanos), because I loved him, 
but it’s a different philosophy, and (Tom Dundon’s) philosophy is, “We’re 
gonna have a fair fight every night.” Which means we’re going to spend 
the same amount of money as the other guys are on players. And 
suddenly, OK. It works out. Now we expect to win and we’re not just kind 
of hoping. That’s been the biggest change. 

Salvian: In May 2018, there was the press conference with you and Don 
Waddell and Tom Dundon. And one of the big takeaways was you saying 
you, as the next coach, were going to make the Carolina Hurricanes 
relevant again. It was a nine-year (playoff) absence at that point. You 
made it very clear, just reaching the postseason wasn’t enough. From 
2018 to now, where would you say you guys are at in that lifespan? 

Brind’Amour: Well, first of all, I appreciate you remembering that. That’s a 
while ago. We’re at a point now where when we line up, it’s expected to 
win. And that just means we’re relevant. And that’s what we want to be. 
We want to be in the conversation. When you guys are talking about 
teams that have a chance, everybody has a chance when you line up. I 
mean, the year we won the Cup, in 2006, everybody predicted us to be 
30th. Everybody has a chance to win your lineup. But there’s a few 
teams that you say might have a better edge. And for whatever the 
reason, I think we’re one of those teams that feel like we have a 
legitimate chance here. So obviously, everything has to fall into place 
and la-di-da, but I like where we’re at. 

Gentille: This offseason, from the outside, looked different, I think, for you 
guys. Do you feel like you’re entering a different phase of the lifecycle, 
when you go out and trade for Max Pacioretty, and you trade for Brent 
Burns? You’re looking for these finished products to take you over the 
hump. 

Brind’Amour: Well, we have the other stuff. We have a younger group of 
pretty good players. I mean, (Andrei Svechnikov) is still 22, or whatever. 
(Sebastian Aho) is 25 and (has) been in the league seven years. We 
have a lot of 20-somethings that are pretty good. So what are the missing 
pieces? Well, let’s fill them in with whatever we can find. It just happens 
to be (Pacioretty and Burns). I’m just so excited about the players we 
brought in, because they’re older, but they’re still on top of their game, 
and they want to win. 

And there’s nothing better than getting veteran players that are hungry. 
They’ve done everything they can do in the game. They made their 
money. They’ve had the accolades. And now they’re like, “Wait a minute. 
There’s one thing left, and that’s the most important thing.” So we kind of 
loaded up on those guys. Unfortunately, we got an injury, like the first day 
Max showed up, which was just … I just feel so bad for him. But you turn 
the page and now you’re saying, “OK, we already know what our trade 
deadline acquisition is,” when he’s sitting there and he’s hungry and he’s 
trying to get back. But that’s happening. And so that should be a good 
boost for us at a real crucial time of the year. 

Salvian: You mentioned Andrei Svechnikov. He’s only 22 years old. It 
feels like we’ve been watching him for a while, given some of the things 
that he’s done in the NHL. Is there another level for him in this league? 

Brind’Amour: You always gotta be careful. Everyone always says that. 
But I do think there’s another level of just maturity with understanding the 
game. I hate to say he can get faster or shoot the puck harder. He’s 
already there. But it’s understanding the right times to try a guy one-on-
one or get the puck — little stupid things that Coach talks about all the 
time that actually are the difference between winning and losing. So with 
him understanding his game, probably understanding the league, all that 
stuff comes with maturity. So yeah, so when you ask, is there another 
level? I think there is, I don’t know if he can get much better at the skills. 
But man, understanding the game — understanding what a penalty kill is 
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doing, instead of just going out there and winging it. That kind of stuff. I 
do think there’s another level for a lot of our young guys. 

Gentille: Because the next level for Svechnikov is the 90-point season. 
That’s what leveling up for him looks like: a top-10 scoring season, right? 
Because that’s the talent he has. He’s got that level of dawg in him. 

Brind’Amour: I agree. I mean, I’m biased. But I’ve seen the growth in his 
game from when he first showed up on the scene, which was — man, he 
was pretty raw. Yet he still looked like an NHLer at a young age, and he’s 
only gotten better. You just said something interesting. You threw it in 
there. He’s got the dawg in him. He wants to get better. I can’t get this 
guy out of the rink. We go for an hour in practice, which is long for NHL 
standards, and he’s staying out there. Then he comes off the ice and 
he’s in our shooting room, and he’s just firing and firing. I’m just like, 
“dude …” This is just who he is. 

Gentille: Wait, so this is Rod Brind’Amour telling somebody to ease up. 
Calm down. Go home. Get out of the gym. 

Brind’Amour: I love the kid. He’s a much better player than I was skill-
wise, but he reminds me of me, the way he just (seems to say), “What 
else do I gotta do? I’m 22. It’s 2 o’clock in the afternoon. What, am I 
gonna go home and watch soap operas? Why don’t I just keep working 
and keep trying to get better? What else?” I don’t think he plays golf. I 
think he just wants to be a hockey player. But I also know you need a 
little rest, too. That’s part of it. 

Salvian: I’m sure everybody appreciates what Sebastian Aho brings to 
the table. But can you explain what makes him specifically a valuable 
and important player to the Carolina Hurricanes? 

Brind’Amour: You see the obvious. Fast. Skill. He’s concerned about 
playing 200 feet away from the puck. There’s a real accountability to his 
game, which some superstars may not have. What I’ve always loved 
about this kid — he hates losing more than he likes winning. I just love 
that about him. Man, we lose a game, it eats him. And it’s that hunger, 
like I talked about with the older guys. Well, it’s been in him since he 
showed up on the scene. He’s, you know, very, very competitive. And 
that’s what this game is all about. The NHL is about being competitive. 
And he’s got that in him. 

Gentille: With Brent Burns, did you go out in the summer and just tell Don 
to go trade for a guy that you actually played against? Is that what it 
was? 

Brind’Amour: Listen, we’re running out of them. Although I got Jordan 
Staal. I played against him for two years, and he’s my captain. So we still 
joke about that. I knew I was in trouble when I was going up against him 
in the playoffs (in 2009) when he’s 18, and I’m 38 or 39. And I’m like, “Oh 
jeez, I don’t want any part of this kid.” Anyway, we’re sidetracked. I don’t 
even remember what your question was. Brent Burns, I didn’t go and 
say, “Hey, can we get him for that reason?” (laughter) 

But I can tell you this guy’s phenomenal. And I just love it. I love 
everything about this guy. He comes in and he got here right away. He 
got traded and he’s like, “I gotta get there. I want to get going.” And I 
don’t know if you guys heard, but his house wasn’t ready. So he lives in 
his trailer in a trailer park, just because he wanted to get here and get his 
family going. We joke about it because his son is my son’s age. And his 
son’s a really good hockey player. So the trade benefited both 
Hurricanes teams, the big one and the junior Canes. Because his kid’s 
really, really good. So we’re really, really happy about this trade. 

Salvian: The real reason Rod Brind’Amour wanted Brent Burns. 

Brind’Amour: We had to help the Junior Canes. (The 2011 birth years), 
they need a little boost. So we got that going. Man, his spirit is 
something. To have him around the room, he’s always smiling and he’s a 
hard worker. And I love it. Any team would want him, but the way we kind 
of like to do things, he’s all in. I know he’s getting up there. But I’ve 
always thought, if you take care of yourself and you’re committed, age is 
what it is. Eventually it’s gonna catch everybody. But I think he’s got a lot 
of good time (left) in his game. 

Salvian: With Brent though, he’ll be playing a different role with your team 
than the one he was maybe used to with the Sharks. How’s he adjusted 
to a shift in the way he’ll be used? 

Brind’Amour: Hailey, the first time I complimented you on your research 
… 

Salvian: Am I about to get ripped? 

Brind’Amour: And now I’m gonna have to call you out (laughter). Why 
would we do anything different? He’s been (one of) the best defensemen 
in the league for many, many years. “Go get it, buddy.” That’s how we’re 
gonna apply it. And what I love, too, about him is — we’ve got a different 
system than what he’s been used to. But he’s so attentive. When I do my 
meetings, and I’m looking around the room, I would expect him to be like 
this (pretends to be asleep). And he’s the guy that’s like, “I gotta get this 
right.” And he’s excited. And obviously, we are too. And I’m joking, 
Hailey. Kind of. 

Salvian: The last one before we let you go, because I know you’ve got 
some free time, but we don’t want to make you stick around for 45 more 
minutes. 

Brind’Amour: Yep. Yep. That’s alright. You’re tired of me now. I got it. 
Let’s go. 

Salvian: Never. We will keep you for another 20 minutes. I think that’d be 
rude. But it’s the 25th anniversary season of the Hurricanes’ relocation to 
North Carolina. We already discussed you being there for 20 years. But it 
could be a special season. You guys are moving in this right direction. So 
what does this season and that anniversary mean to you? 

Brind’Amour: When I got here, it was the first year they moved to Raleigh 
(from Greensboro, N.C.). So I’ve been in this town forever, and I’ve 
watched (hockey grow) from the ground up, essentially. And it’s come so 
far. I mean, I just can’t even explain it to you. My first game as a player 
here, I came from Philadelphia, and there was 8,000 people in the rink. A 
home crowd, you don’t even (notice) it until you don’t have it. I was like, 
“Are we at a practice?” It was a really hard adjustment. And that’s not 
how this is (anymore). Now the building, even if there’s 13,000 in there, 
it’s louder than any building in the league. It’s the best place to play. The 
atmosphere around the building, the people in the area — and they didn’t 
know what hockey was when we came down here. 

I’m gonna ramble here, but when I first got traded here, I stayed at the 
hotel and I had to ask directions to the arena. So I go to the lobby guy. 
This is before GPS, right? “How do I get to the (Raleigh Entertainment 
and Sports Arena)?” He’s like, “What’s that?” Because it had just been 
built. I go, “Well, it’s where the Hurricanes play.” And he’s like “… Who?” 
He had no idea what I was talking about. And the rink was three miles up 
the road. Now if you ask that question, it’s a slam dunk, right? Everybody 
knows who we are. We talked about the college atmosphere here — the 
N.C. State fans, the Carolina fans, the Duke fans, we’re the one team 
they can all cheer for. 
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How the Carolina Hurricanes manipulate time and space to help their 
goalies 

 

By Cam Charron 

 

In my introductory column on Monday, I referenced the fact that data can 
be used to help us ask good questions. One question has been nagging 
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me for quite some time: Why do Carolina Hurricanes goalies perform so 
well? 

Back in the 2021 offseason, you might have been forgiven for expecting 
the Canes to have trouble matching their record from the previous 
season. After all, they were second in the NHL in save percentage in a 
shortened season, with a 93.5 percent save percentage at 5v5, beaten 
out only by Nashville. However, that offseason, they saw all three of their 
goalies — Alex Nedeljkovic, James Reimer and Petr Mrazek — depart in 
free agency. 

The primary replacement for their three-headed monster was Frederik 
Andersen, who had some well-documented struggles in Toronto. He 
spent the majority of the second half of the 2021 season hurt and lost the 
starter’s job to Jack Campbell. In eight games following his return from 
his first injury, Andersen had just an 89.8 percent save percentage at 
5v5. 

But, when Andersen actually began playing games for the Hurricanes, he 
was making many more saves. With save percentages dropping 
leaguewide, Andersen actually improved on his save percentage by 
posting a 92.6 percent in Carolina last season, up from 92.3 percent over 
his prior three seasons in Toronto. Antti Raanta, who’d done well in 
limited time (92.4 percent in 57 games with Arizona) over the same span, 
held firm, posting a 92.3 percent. 

What’s more, we saw Nedeljkovic and Reimer struggle: After they had 
93.7 percent and 92.1 percent Sv% at 5v5 with the Hurricanes, both put 
up matching 91.2 save percentages last season, landing both below the 
NHL average. I don’t even want to begin to write about what happened 
with Mrazek. 

Now, we have other tools with which to measure goalies than pure save 
percentage: We can also look to see how each goaltender did relative to 
their expected goals over the same span. Using Natural Stat Trick’s data, 
I looked at how each goalie performed both with Carolina and away from 
Carolina, the idea being that if Carolina lowered the expected value of 
each shot, their goalies would have a much better save percentage. 

However, expected goals tell virtually the same story as save 
percentage: Each goalie had a much stronger goals saved above 
expected (GSAx) per 100 shots faced when playing with the Hurricanes 
than away from them: 

So why is this happening? Two things and I will start with the boring one. 

There are several models that attempt to estimate the value of every 
shot. For simplicity’s sake, I have used Natural Stat Trick, since the data 
is easy to get to and goes all the way back to 2008. However, these data 
are not completely reliable: Shots for and against are recorded by 
scorekeepers on-site. It’s possible that Carolina’s goalies perform well for 
the same reason that Islanders forwards have gaudy hit totals: A home 
scorekeeper is putting their thumb on the scale and recording more 
shots, or more dangerous shots, than what is actually happening on the 
ice. 

If that were the case, we would see a discrepancy in each goalie’s 
numbers at home and on the road. Since the ‘18-19 season, we do, 
albeit not when looking at save percentage: 

Our collection of goalies (only Mrazek, Andersen, and Reimer are listed 
here, but it includes every goalie that suited up for Carolina since ‘18-19) 
perform much better at home than on the road by GSAx/100 shots 
against, thanks in part to the fact that the expected save percentage for a 
shot against Carolina at home is 90.8 percent, compared to 92.1 percent 
on the road. That is a large enough gap that makes me think there is 
some scorekeeper error that is partially responsible for Carolina’s 
goaltender results. 

(The culprit is likely rebound shots: 14 percent of shots against recorded 
against Carolina at home from ‘18-19 were counted as “rebound” 
attempts, which is a shot within three seconds of a previous shot. On the 
road, this number was just 11 percent. The three percent gap was the 
largest in the NHL, meaning the Carolina scorekeepers are probably 

overcounting jam plays in front of the net, occasionally counting two or 
three shots on a sequence where a scorekeeper in another building 
would count just one or two.) 

However, I am not completely satisfied with the result. Despite being 
average away from home, we saw above that our collection of five 
goalies who changed teams in the 2021 offseason combined to be below 
average when playing with other teams aside from Carolina. There is 
something else that the Hurricanes are doing to reduce the quality of 
shots their goalie faces. 

Unfortunately, working with the limited data we have, we are forced to do 
something drastic here: Watch the games and count things. 

Expected goals models are hindered by the data that are available to 
analysts, such as the shot coordinates and the amount of time between 
events. However, when you watch a game, there is more to the shot than 
simply where it was taken. Shots that are preceded by a hard pass can 
get the goalie out of position. Almost as important, a shot that is 
completely uncontested by the defence, where the forward has lots of 
time and space to set up his shot and aim, has a much better chance of 
going in than those that don’t. 

The four top teams in shooting percentage this past season were St. 
Louis, Minnesota, Tampa Bay, and Toronto. All four teams greatly out-
scored their expected goals, and also appear to move the puck very well 
in the offensive zone. I watched four games by each team: Two against 
Carolina, to see what the Hurricanes did to suppress the quality of shot 
the opposition faced, and one game from each against two control teams 
(I chose Winnipeg and Ottawa). 

Not content with trusting the NHL’s data, I instead simply counted shot 
attempts as I saw them, along with three other vital pieces of information. 

What was the distance of the shot (for simplicity, I only looked at close 
range, mid-range, and perimeter shots, using the faceoff circles as a 
guide) 

Was the shot set up by a pass (ie: did the shooter get the puck in an 
open area thanks to a pass from his teammate?) 

Was there a defender in the area doing something to affect the shooter’s 
ability to take a clean shot? 

To show the importance of pre-shot movement as well as contested 
shots, here is the save percentage by goalies against each type of shot. I 
excluded perimeter shots for this, as well as shots that were deflections 
or rebounds. 

Even over a 16-game sample, we see some very drastic results, and 
what we would expect: A shooter’s ability to take a good shot is not 
simply due to his ability to get to a good spot, but having the time and 
space to get his shot off quickly results in a much better chance than a 
shot where a defender has his stick in the way. 

Here are two examples of uncontested goals, both taking place in the 
same game. In both cases, a Wild defenceman activates (Jordan 
Spurgeon in the first clip and Jon Merrill in the second) and sets up the 
shot as they close the distance to the net: 

For Carolina, they were a strong team at closing in on the shooter. It isn’t 
exactly an industry secret that the Hurricanes are an active team 
defensively and very aggressive without the puck. The ability of their 
defenders to move quickly to take away space from their opposition is 
likely what makes them such a strong defensive team in general. 

There was a very stark difference between the Hurricanes and the 
Jets/Sens at preventing the opposition from getting good shots away. 
Among non-perimeter, non-rebound, non-deflected shots, 37 percent of 
shots on goal against Carolina were contested and without a setup pass, 
compared to 30 percent against the Jets/Sens. In addition, just 18 
percent of shots on goal against Carolina were uncontested and were 
preceded by a pass, compared to 23 percent against the Jets/Sens. 
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Basically, the Hurricanes found a way to both shut down passes, but also 
to get into good positions while their opponents were shooting. They 
simply didn’t give up many grade-A chances because of how aggressive 
they were. 

I wanted to find some video of times where promising offensive 
sequences were quickly shut down by the Hurricanes’ aggressiveness. 
First, we’ll look at a short sequence against the Wild: 

Observe how aggressive both Hurricanes defencemen are in this clip: 
Brady Skjei (76) and Brett Pesce (22) rush to close down a Kirill Kaprizov 
(97) rush. Kaprizov is one of the most dangerous forwards in the NHL 
and seems to have a lot of space ahead of him, but Skjei gets his stick in 
the way preventing Kaprizov from pulling the puck to his forehand. 
Meanwhile, Pesce recognizes Ryan Hartman (38) entering the offensive 
zone and cuts off the passing option in the middle of the ice. Within 
seconds, the offensive chance is wiped out. 

Here’s a second video, against the Maple Leafs. 

After recovering the puck, John Tavares (91) who is a very strong 
finisher, looks to have a lot of space to walk out and take a shot, but 
Pesce stays right with his man. There is no passing option available in 
front of the net to Alex Kerfoot (15), because a Canes forward, Jesper 
Fast (71) has come all the way back and is occupying the space in front 
of the net, and even appears ready to aid Pesce if Tavares is able to 
make a move around him. 

And a third, this time against the Blues. 

Again, we have a forward, Seth Jarvis (24) hustling back to cut down the 
angle of Blues forward Robert Thomas (18). Thomas has great offensive 
instincts and uses them to set up a give-and-go with Vladimir Tarasenko 
(91) at the blue line to get the puck in a great shooting position with a lot 
of speed. Jarvis, however, doesn’t let him get away and closes down on 
him quickly and restricts the caliber of shot that Thomas can take. This 
was recorded as a shot on goal (and had a six percent probability of 
being a goal). 

It doesn’t seem like much, but this is an aspect of the game that the 
Hurricanes appear to be much better at than their opposition. It’s worth 
noting that this aggressiveness (you see Jaccob Slavin try to knock the 
puck off Tarasenko, allowing Tarasenko to complete the give-and-go) 
does give opponents the opportunity to break free and generate odd-man 
rushes. This type of system only seems like it would work if the right mix 
of forwards are able to provide ample support, since it does fail often. 
The Hurricanes have accepted this trade-off, rushing opponents into 
decisions. 

We can see it in one last clip here, where the aggressiveness by the 
Canes allows an excellent scoring chance against the Blues. 

After a giveaway, Ryan O’Reilly (90) quickly finds the puck and sets up a 
nice passing play. This is what the Blues are good at, working quickly to 
get the puck to open men around the net. Here, the puck makes its way 
to David Perron (57) who has a lot of space thanks to the fact that Ethan 
Bear (25) tried to pressure the Blues’ Brandon Saad (20) as soon as he 
touched the puck. Slavin is rarely caught but is on this play. Still, with 
how quickly the Hurricanes forced the Blues to work, Perron may not be 
prepared for the chance and doesn’t set up his deke, and winds up 
missing the net. 

A rushed shot without any pre-shot movement, even from a good area of 
the ice, has only a slightly better chance of going in as a shot from the 
outside. While we know the importance of things like shot distance and 
angle when it comes to evaluating the likelihood of a shot attempt turning 
into the goal, shutting down dangerous pass plays and closing quickly 
also prevent the shooter from getting a great shot away. In addition to 
friendly scorekeeping that juices their numbers a little bit, Hurricanes 
goalies also benefit from the aggressive style of defense played by the 
team in front of them, a defense that appears able to reliably limit the 
caliber of shots against. 
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Blue Jackets breakdown: All things clicking in preseason rout of St. Louis 
Blues 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Taking advantage of a long travel day for the St. Louis Blues, the Blue 
Jackets rolled to a 7-0 victory Thursday in their preseason home finale at 
Nationwide Arena.  

Andrew Peeke had four assists, five players finished with multiple points 
and Columbus improved to 4-2-1 in exhibition play. Yegor Chinakhov had 
a goal and assist, scoring his NHL-leading fifth goal of the preseason to 
help the Jackets build a 3-0 lead in the first period.  

Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic, Zach Werenski, Jakub Voracek, Cole 
Sillinger and Justin Danforth scored the other goals for Columbus, which 
dominated play from the start to finish to help Daniil Tarasov log a 24-
save shutout. 

"It was great," Werenski said. "Everyone was going out there having fun. 
Guys were playing their role. (Mathieu) Oliver (with a fight), Tarasov was 
great in net, Peeker was Bobby Orr, four points, so it's a good game. 
(The Blues) didn't send their full lineup. On Saturday, I think we're going 
to play Washington's full team and it's a big game for us just getting 
ready for the season ... but I think just to get our systems down, our 
timing right, guys to score some goals, this was a good game for us." 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues turning point 

The game’s start was initially delayed by 30 minutes and wound up being 
delayed 33 additional minutes because the Blues had multiple travel 
issues — including a late-arriving charter flight followed by a bus ride 
from the airport delayed by an accident on Interstate 670 westbound.  

Icing a lineup with more NHL regulars, the Blue Jackets pounced on St. 
Louis right from the opening faceoff and built a 3-0 lead with a dominant 
first period. Columbus rolled from that point. 

"I'm happy how hard (we) played," Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. 
"Realize what they went through, that team over there. They didn't arrive 
until about 6:30 (p.m.) and it was a little bit of a thinner lineup for them. In 
saying that, though, we can't control what the other team's bringing or 
how they play. So, I was happy with our effort." 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues highlights 

— Laine’s goal to open the scoring 1:03 into the game was the first of 
three highlight-worthy goals for the Blue Jackets in their three-goal first 
period. Capping a strong opening shift for Columbus’ top forward line, 
Laine scored his second goal of the preseason by tapping his own 
rebound out of mid-air past Blues goalie Thomas Greiss.  

— Chinakhov’s goal at 11:03 of the first was memorable for both the 
pass that started it and his speed burst to get around a Blues defender. 
The pass was from Jakub Voracek, who hit Chinakhov in stride with a 
pass off the wall. The second-year Russian winger took it from there, 
hitting the afterburners and flicking a wrist shot past Griess at high speed 
for a 2-0 lead. 

"He's attacking the game way more," Larsen said. "He put on 10-12 
pounds (in the offseason) and, to me, he never lost a step. He looks like 
he gained a step. Last year, the goal he scored tonight, I don't think he 
does that. I don't think he dips his shoulder and gets inside, and that's the 
difference I've seen in camp, even in scrimmages. He just looks way 
more assertive." 
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— Roslovic made it 3-0 with 6:04 left in the first on his first goal of the 
preseason. Carrying the puck over the St. Louis Blue line, the Jackets’ 
second-line center dragged the puck around Blues defenseman Calle 
Rosen and fired a shot from the inner half of the right circle past Greiss.  

— Greiss probably knew he was in for a rough start the minute the Blues 
finally stepped off their bus. Sure enough, he faced a wave of Blue 
Jackets opportunities right away and made a fantastic save against a 
one-timer by Johnny Gaudreau to keep it 1-0 Columbus at 4:27 of the 
first. Tracking the puck off a diagonal feed to the right circle, Greiss slid 
over and blocked Gaudreau’s quick one-timer to prevent the goal.  

— Werenski made it 4-0 in his first goal of the preseason, scored at 5:30 
of the second. Gaudreau set it up, showing why he piled up 115 points 
last season for the Calgary Flames. After his feed off a 2-on-1 was 
broken up, Gaudreau calmly collected the puck, looked for a new option 
and zipped a pass to Werenski in the high slot for a snap shot that beat 
Greiss. 

— Olivier asked around in three previous games this preseason, but 
nobody was willing to take him up on his fight invitations. This time, Blues 
defenseman Tyler Tucker accepted at 12:06 of the first off the faceoff 
following Chinakhov's goal. The Columbus forward, who said it stemmed 
from an incident last weekend in the Blues' victory over the Blue Jackets 
in St. Louis, won the scrap decisively. 

Dispatch three stars for Columbus Jackets vs St. Louis Blues 

First star  

Andrew Peeke, Blue Jackets, defenseman   

Picked up a trio of secondary assists and added a primary assist on a 
goal by Jakub Voracek in the second, finishing with four points on four 
assists, a +6 rating and four hits. He even blocked a shot for good 
measure.  

Second star 

Yegor Chinakhov, Blue Jackets, forward   

Scored his NHL-leading fifth goal of the preseason before adding an 
assist on Voracek’s goal for a 1-1-2 scoring line. Showed impressive 
speed burst to get free for his goal. 

Third star  

Zach Werenski, Blue Jackets, defenseman   

Had a goal and assist by the end of the second period, picking up the 
first assist on Laine’s goal to open the scoring in the first and scoring to 
make it 4-0 in the second. 

Columbus Blue Jackets takeaways from blowout win over St. Louis Blues 

— Tarasov played the entire game, which had to be a relief for both him 
and the Blue Jackets' front office. Coming off hip surgery in February, 
Tarasov got his first game action since returning Monday in Raleigh. He 
was pulled early in the second period with the Blue Jackets getting 
outskated and peppered with shots. Tarasov felt soreness in his hip that 
game, but it was likely scar tissue breaking up. The Blue Jackets played 
it safe by pulling him, but allowed him to play the whole game with a 
lower workload against St. Louis. 

Tarasov and Joonas Korpisalo both had hip surgery last season, but 
Korpisalo's was about six weeks after Tarasov's, which means the latter 
might be required to open the season as Elvis Merzlikins' backup while 
Korpisalo continues to go through his own recovery process. 

"It was a good bounce-back game," Larsen said. "He’s put in a lot of work 
this summer. He’s coming off surgery and he looks solid." 

— Peeke made his money last season by being durable and physical in 
his first full NHL season. He spent the bulk of it playing on the first 
defense pairing with Werenski, but wasn’t up there for his offensive 
abilities.  

Peeke had two goals, 13 assists and 15 points, but his primary 
responsibility was to be dependable for Werenski, who chases offensive 
chances more inside the opposing blue line. This preseason, Peeke is 
showing more offensive skill with six assists in three games – including 
four in this game plus a cross-ice feed to Laine for a one-timer to help the 
Jackets open the preseason with a romp over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“It's not the main objective of my game, but anytime I can do something 
like that, I'm not complaining one bit," Peeke said. "I'm happy with how 
the team played tonight and responded after that Carolina game (8-1 loss 
Monday), even though we weren't all there (playing). It was a big game 
for us, gearing up for the regular season."   

This wasn’t against a team with a full NHL lineup and the Blues were 
gassed by their travel woes, but four assists in any game is going to draw 
notice for a defenseman of Peeke’s ilk. 

— This was an important game for rookie forwards Kent Johnson and 
Liam Foudy, who needed to stand out to further their chances of making 
the opening roster. The Blue Jackets have a backlog of young forwards 
and there’s no room nor reason to keep all of them in the NHL.  

Johnson played left wing on a third forward line with Cole Sillinger at 
center and Justin Danforth on the right, and the trio logged some 
impressive shifts. Johnson set up a goal by Danforth and finished with 
one shot in 12:09. Foudy, coming back from season-ending shoulder 
surgery in February, showed his speed while playing on the fourth line 
with center Sean Kuraly and Mathieu Olivier. He didn’t make a lot of 
noise otherwise in 12:58.  

— Olivier did make noise, bringing thunder to the game with his first fight 
of the preseason plus a mammoth hit on Blues defenseman Calle Rosen 
in the second.  

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen traded a fourth-round 
pick in the 2022 NHL draft to acquire Olivier from the Nashville Predators 
with the idea of adding “grit” and toughness to the lineup. Olivier can also 
play in the offensive zone, which he plans to show if given an opportunity 
to play a regular role.  

This was the best example of Oliver’s talents this preseason.  

— The Blues brought a watered-down version of their NHL lineup to 
Columbus, similar to what the Blue Jackets did Monday at the Carolina 
Hurricanes in an 8-1 loss at PNC Arena. That combined with the travel 
issues played a role in the lopsided final score, just as the Jackets’ loss 
Monday did in Raleigh.  

That makes it tougher for the Blue Jackets’ coaching staff and front office 
to assess players, but there was a lot to like in the final preseason home 
game at Nationwide Arena. 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues notes 

— Blue Jackets captain Boone Jenner made his preseason debut after 
being held out of scrimmages and the first six games while not cleared 
for contact. Jenner missed the final 23 games of last season with a lower 
back injury, so the decision was made to limit his exposure to physical 
play for most of the preseason. Jenner played 14:13 on 16 shifts and 
finished with an assist on Werenski's goal. He also had one shot, three 
attempts, four hits and won 10 of 16 faceoffs (63%). 

“It’s tough to get that game pace without playing, so to get into a game 
and get up to pace that way, it’s good,” Jenner said. “I just want to keep 
building on it now.”  

— The Blue Jackets scratched defenseman Erik Gudbranson prior to the 
game out of precaution because of a “minor” lower-body injury. He was 
replaced on the third defense pairing by rookie David Jiricek, the sixth 
overall pick in this year’s NHL draft. Jiricek played the right point as Jake 
Bean’s partner.  

— Justin Danforth leads the Blue Jackets in scoring with six points on 
three goals and three assists in five preseason games, adding a goal and 
assist against the Blues. Danforth has played a lot of center in this 
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training camp, but played where he'll likely start at right wing on a line 
centered by Sillinger. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 7, St. Louis Blues statistical analysis 

Columbus took advantage of having most of its NHL lineup playing and 
the Blues' tired bodies after their long travel day, dominating puck 
possession and controlling play for most of the first two periods. St. Louis 
got its footing in the third, but the Jackets still outscored them 2-0 in the 
final period despite being outshot (10-5). 

Here's a look at the game statistically: 

Shots: Blue Jackets 33, Blues 24 (Columbus 58%)   

Shot attempts: Blue Jackets 58, Blues 39 (Columbus 60%)   

Scoring chances: Blue Jackets 37, Blues 23 (Columbus 62%)   

High-danger chances: Blue Jackets 13, Blues 8 (Columbus 62%)   

Expected goals: Blue Jackets 2.99, Blues 1.61   

Faceoffs: Blue Jackets 31/55 (56%), Blues 24/55 (44%) 

Hits: Blue Jackets 21, Blues 9   

Blocked shots: Blues 13, Blue Jackets 6 

“We know he has a lethal shot, but you’ve got to get yourself into position 
to do that. Now, it’s just consistency. That’s the next step for him, but 
he’s had a really good camp that way and he’s got his five goals or 
whatever, which is great, but the level that we need him to play at, with 
attacking the game with his legs, that’s what I want to see every night.”  

— Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen on Yegor Chinakhov's improvement 
in his second NHL preseason 

"It still feels kind of horrible, but guys are saying I look better, so I’ll take 
that. It felt pretty good. I’m still kind of gassed a little bit, after a hard 
couple of weeks of camp, but we’ll have a couple days off here. ... I had a 
really good summer and it’s good to see it’s paying off, but it’s a long 
season.” 

“You can tell they put the work in. I thought the effort’s been outstanding, 
and some of these games, too, they’re tired. They've got tired legs, but 
as we told them in the practices, we don’t back off in the practices during 
camp because we’re building for the season. But they came prepared. 
They really did. I am going to have some tough (roster) decisions here 
after Saturday night." 

— Larsen on his feelings about training camp with one preseason game 
left. 
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Columbus Blue Jackets make difficult choice cutting Carson Meyer: 'It's a 
tough business' 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Brad Larsen sounded like he was talking about a player who had claimed 
a coveted final roster spot.  

The Blue Jackets coach noted that forward Carson Meyer had arrived for 
training camp in great shape, posted “off the charts” testing numbers and 
played with more confidence after making his NHL debut last season. 

Meyer also turned heads in the preseason by hounding pucks and 
scoring goals against the Buffalo Sabres and Washington Capitals.  

Meyer, who is from Powell and has played most of his career in Ohio, 
appeared to be pushing for a roster spot. Instead, the Ohio State alum 
who started his collegiate career at Miami University and came up 
through the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets program, was assigned to the 
Cleveland Monsters on Wednesday. 

“I told him, ‘Two years ago, I didn’t really know who you were,’ and that’s 
just honest,” Larsen said of Meyer, who was assigned to Cleveland with 
forward Kirill Marchenko and defenseman Jake Christiansen. “This guy’s 
done nothing but do exactly what you want a pro to do … and the 
difference I see in him, last year to this year, is that last year I don’t know 
if he believed in himself. I think he was working hard and he was in the 
NHL. This year, I think he’s starting to understand, ‘I belong here. I can 
do this now.’ ”  

Meyer’s no longer in Columbus, though. He’s preparing for the start of his 
third season in the American Hockey League with the Monsters, awaiting 
his next NHL opportunity.  

“It’s a tough business,” Larsen said. “He’s teetering. He’s right on the 
cusp. So, (he) can’t take a breath now. He’s got to go back down, he’s 
got to attack the game, but he’s got to keep his foundation. I think he’s 
found an identity for himself that is going to be able to plug him in, 
because I do think he has a skill set.” 

Meyer caught the business end of a camp crowded with forwards vying 
for few openings, but hockey’s business side is also his lone consolation. 
Meyer, Marchenko and Christiansen are exempt from the NHL’s waivers 
process, which means the Blue Jackets assigned the trio to the AHL free 
of risk that another team might poach one of them with a claim.  

In that sense only, it was an easier decision than exposing players who 
could be snapped up by another team through a claim.  

“My whole message to them was, ‘Make my decision hard,’ ” Larsen said. 
“Some of them are easy, or ‘easier,’ I should say, but those two guys 
(Meyer and Marchenko), I definitely put them in the category of much 
harder.” 

Blue Jackets feel AHL will help Kirill Marchenko adjust to NHL pace 

Marchenko’s AHL assignment wasn’t as surprising as Meyer’s, but it 
raised some eyebrows.   

The 22-year old forward has an NHL frame at 6 feet 3, 187 pounds and 
excelled during stints the past three years in Russia for SKA St. 
Petersburg of the Kontinental Hockey League. Marchenko also turned 
down a three-year contract extension with his KHL team to chase his 
NHL dream in Columbus and his ice time was slashed as a result.  

He didn’t go through a season of turmoil to play at the AHL level, but 
that’s where Marchenko is slated to begin his first season in North 
America.  

“I think he’s got to figure out the smaller-ice game (here) a little bit and he 
knows it,” Larsen said. “He’s got to get up to pace a little bit quicker, 
faster, because he’s got the body to protect pucks, he’s got the shot, the 
release, all that. He’s just going to have to figure out, ‘OK, I’ve got to get 
up to speed first, then I can slow it down.' ”  

Kent Johnson, another Blue Jackets rookie forward, went through a 
similar process while making his NHL debut last season. Johnson, the 
fifth overall pick in 2021, is playing at a higher pace in camp. Marchenko 
needs to make the same transition with the Monsters.  

“How long it takes, I don’t know,” Larsen said, “but he’s got to go there 
and do it.” 

Blue Jackets one-timers 

Captain Boone Jenner, who missed the final 23 games last season with a 
back injury, was scheduled to make his preseason debut Thursday 
against the St. Louis Blues. Jenner is expected to start the season as the 
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Jackets’ top center, skating with stars Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik 
Laine. … Forward Victor Rask, 29, was released from his professional 
tryout offer Wednesday. ... Larsen hasn’t settled on defensive pairings, 
but Zach Werenski has worked most with Adam Boqvist. Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Andrew Peeke are paired up and Jake Bean skates most 
with Erik Gudbranson. That makes rookies Nick Blankenburg and David 
Jiricek the seventh and eighth defensemen. … Ben Harpur, a veteran 
defenseman injured in a fight during the Jackets’ first preseason game, 
practiced Wednesday for the first time since the injury. He remained in 
camp with a professional tryout offer. 
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How Blue Jackets prospect Corson Ceulemans plays a bold and 
assertive game 

 

By Scott Wheeler 

Oct 6, 2022 

 

In hockey, as in life, there are archetypes built on hyperbole and lazy 
buzzwords that try to fit every player into a predefined box. “The Gifted” 
examines, through video, the NHL’s most fascinating and quirky 
prospects and the unique skill sets that define them in an attempt to push 
past jargon and dissect all of the different ways that hockey can be 
played — in both approach and ability. By popular demand, “The Gifted” 
is back for a sixth year at The Athletic, this year as a five-part series. 

The first time I watched Corson Ceulemans play for the Brooks Bandits in 
the AJHL, I thought he was terrible — a mess. 

I could see what others had seen, and what had prompted a couple of 
folks to tell me to give the then-16-year-old some time. He was noticeably 
strong and sturdy over his skates for his age. He was physical in his new 
league from the jump. He could really shoot the puck. 

But he was also so overzealous in his approach that he was constantly 
either pulling himself out of position defensively, or trying to do too much 
offensively. It looked like he didn’t know where to be or what to do, so he 
was just playing on instinct. It looked like he was fighting his way around 
the ice (not in a literal sense, but between his ears). 

A couple of years later, when he looked the same way in my first viewing 
of him at a different new level — the collegiate level — I knew I wanted to 
include him in this series. 

Why did I want to include a player who’d been brutal in my first 
impression at two levels? Because in between those steep learning 
curves as the pace of play changed around him, I’d finished viewings of 
him where I’d settled at the complete opposite end of the spectrum. 
There had been times, between Viewing 1 with the Bandits and Viewing 
1 with the University of Wisconsin Badgers, where I’d come away 
thinking “That kid is the real deal. That kid was in complete control of the 
game out there.” 

And the more you study and work through Ceulemans’ game on the ice, 
the easier it is to believe in the player he has been in between his 
adjustment periods — and the one he might look like if/when he’s given 
an opportunity to figure it all out again in the NHL. 

Here, through a review of his games as a freshman with the Badgers last 
season, I’ll detail how Ceulemans’ bold, assertive, at times rough-around-
the-edges game eventually takes over. 

First, though, some context on the 2021 first-round pick’s post-draft 
season. 

It was, to put it bluntly, a really difficult start. When I watched him play 
last October, and he looked like the sloppy player I’d seen two years 
earlier, my eyes weren’t playing tricks on me. 

Part of the reason for that, though, is that the Badgers were brutal last 
year, playing to a 10-24-3 record and falling two-games-to-one in their 
best-of-three against Notre Dame in the first round of the Big Ten 
Tournament. 

Naturally, it took him some time to find himself on a team that was finding 
itself. If you look at his splits, it was really a tale of two seasons. In 
October, in the first eight games of his collegiate career, he registered 
just a lone assist. In the 26 games he played from November onward, he 
registered 21 points. By year’s end, he’d found himself even though his 
team hadn’t found itself. 

In fact, despite his tough start, he actually led the Badgers in scoring (not 
just defencemen, all players) with 22 points in 34 games (his seven goals 
were also third-most and his 15 assists also led the team). 

So when you consider the whole of it, the sum of his season was a pretty 
respectable one considering his age and his team. Those seven goals 
were second-most in the NCAA by an under-19 defenceman behind only 
Devils first-rounder Luke Hughes, and those 22 points were fourth-best 
behind only Hughes, Predators prospect Ryan Ufko, and Avalanche 
prospect Sean Behrens, and ahead of a pair of players who were 
unequivocally considered to have had good years in Red Wings prospect 
Shai Buium and Wild prospect Jack Peart. 

Even more than the numbers, though, he looked confident, and he 
figured out when and how to be aggressive, and he became the 
commanding presence in the NCAA (as a teenaged defenceman, no 
less) that he’d also eventually turned into in the AJHL. 

The tape 

Note: Ceulemans wears No. 4 in all clips. 

Aggression is a double-edged sword on the ice. And I’m not talking about 
aggression in the mean, hard-to-play-against, I’m-going-to-hurt-you kind 
of way. I’m talking about aggression in terms of playing to take rather 
than give. 

Aggressive players attack and push when they have control, and look to 
step up or hunt when they don’t. 

When a player is capable of beating opposing players one-on-one 
(whether offensively by attacking past them or defensively by 
successfully being disruptive/in-your-face), they can command the ice 
around them and ultimately dictate the game. 

When their timing or reads are off, though, or they struggle with the pace 
of play, it can look hectic and frenzied. 

Because of the way Ceulemans is built (6-foot-2 and about 200 pounds), 
and because of the raw gifts of skill and power that he possesses, when 
he’s on and dialled in, he does a lot more of the former than the latter. 

Defensively, he plays to step up and play physical, as much as he can. 
That means making decisions early on in the opposing team’s 
possession, and committing to his reads. 

You can see it in how consistently a defenceman pinches at the offensive 
zone blue line, like Ceulemans often does: 

You can see it in how often a player intercepts passes in the neutral 
zone, like Ceulemans often does: 

You can see it in how often a player delivers an open ice hit, as 
Ceulemans is one to do: 

If players are arriving at the puck and being disruptive on time more often 
than they’re arriving late (preferably by a wide margin), then they tend to 
be quite successful at impacting the game. 
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Early on in the AJHL and NCAA, Ceulemans’ splits on those plays 
weren’t favourable. Or, worse, he wasn’t being aggressive at all and was 
getting caught flatfooted because of his hesitancy. Watch below how he 
gets caught watching the play and struggles through his pivot to keep up 
with the attacking forward: 

But the thing about Ceulemans’ game is that even in sequences like the 
one above, when his timing and reads are off, what does he do after a 
mistake or a moment of passivity? He resets and plays aggressive by 
looking to drive back down the ice. 

That last part is a huge part of his game. 

There’s very little pausing in Ceulemans’ game. When his team regains 
possession — and especially when he regains possession — he’s 
looking to turn defence into offence and attack. 

Here, watch how he steps up at the defensive zone blue line, wins the 
puck back, and immediately, as every coach would say, “gets on his 
horse”: 

Same idea below. Watch how quickly Ceulemans makes his decision to 
drive downhill after he catches this puck in the neutral zone. He’s not 
trying to settle it or turn back to survey his options. He sees an 
opportunity to push and he takes it: 

Where some players look to slow things down, he looks to put opposing 
teams on their heels wherever possible. 

This transition carry is a prime example of that. After winning the puck off 
of his neutral zone pinch, Ceulemans is looking to dictate on his terms 
where many defenders would dump and chase: 

That most often takes shape in him wanting to do things himself. In 
transition, Ceulemans is much more likely to carry and look to push 
through the middle third to enter with control, than to pass or dump. 

Even when he does pass, it’s normally followed by looking to make 
himself (and his shot) an option in the play: 

If teams give him space, he will take it: 

In order to play the game that way, though, you need to not just trust 
yourself but also have the skill to beat pressure and get to your spots (as 
opposed to allowing opposing players to steer you). 

Neither of those two things are issues for Ceulemans. 

In fact, given how big he is, his ability to side-step pressure is pretty 
impressive. 

He regularly gains entry by making players miss with a quick side-step in 
the neutral zone like this: 

Because of how consistently he jumps past opposing players, he also 
inevitably draws his fair share of penalties. 

Here’s one: 

Here’s a second: 

And here’s a third: 

And while that first one is happening with a head of steam, where it’s 
easier to make players list, the last two begin from a standstill. 

I’m always surprised by how well he moves, at his weight, side-to-side 
from a dead stance. 

Little cutbacks like this one at the top of the offensive zone (which 
produces an assist) are much more common out of 5-foot-10 
defencemen than 6-foot-2 ones. 

And yet his ability to beat the first layer of pressure at the top of the 
offensive zone and then make an aggressive play out of it may be his 
game’s greatest quality. 

There were so many in my review that I couldn’t even share them all here 
out of respect for your phone data, but here are a few more. 

Where some players panic at the top of the offensive zone blue line and 
make the early play (a dump into the corner, a shot on net), Ceulemans 
invites players in and then looks to beat them. It comes with some risk if 
he turns it over, obviously, but even when he bobbles he normally 
recovers nicely: 

Love the way he pushes the puck into space here when he doesn’t lose 
the defender on the initial change of direction: 

He also does a good job mixing in deception. Check out the forehand 
fake sells to the high forward here: 

Now watch for that same forehand fake on the second defender here 
(after beating the first with a stutter step): 

With repetition, those plays, his attack mentality, and that sneaky-soft 
skill eventually produce points out of all of those chances, too. 

You get aggression, confidence, a cutback, and toe drag on this assist: 

Those pinches I highlighted result in a goal here: 

And when all else fails, he’ll also just try to make something happen with 
a bullish determination. When all else fails, he’ll force a play (for better or 
worse). 

Sometimes, that’ll look hectic. Look at him just plowing through the 
middle while surrounded here only to lose the puck and then attempt to 
plow through the opposing player: 

Other times, it makes him a lot to handle — and draws more penalties: 

Other times, it creates a moment that few defencemen try to create — 
and even fewer execute when they do (how about the combination of the 
aggressive positioning/pinch, the strength along the wall, and the bullish 
skill here?): 

And if his history is any indicator, if the Blue Jackets can let him take 
some lumps when his time comes for an NHL opportunity, those lumps 
will be worthwhile. 

Because in makeup and approach, there aren’t many defencemen like 
him. 
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Blue Jackets make two difficult cuts, send Kirill Marchenko, Carson 
Meyer to AHL 

 

By Aaron Portzline 

Oct 6, 2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Not all training camp cuts are the same. As the 
Blue Jackets work through the final week before the regular season, the 
steps to trim the roster to 23 players can be difficult. It can even seem 
unfair. 

On Wednesday, the Blue Jackets sent forwards Kirill Marchenko and 
Carson Meyer to AHL Cleveland. Marchenko is their long-anticipated 
KHL import. Meyer, a local product, was one of the club’s top performers 
in training camp. 

“Some (cuts) are easy, or easier I should say,” Larsen said. “But those 
two guys … I’d definitely put them in the category of much harder.” 
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The Blue Jackets also sent defenseman Jake Christiansen to AHL 
Cleveland and released center Victor Rask from his professional tryout 
agreement, lowering the number of players on the roster to 29. 

They’ll dress a mostly NHL lineup at 7 p.m. tonight when they host the St. 
Louis Blues in a preseason game in Nationwide Arena. Larsen has 
tonight and Saturday’s game in Washington to make the final decision on 
both ends of the ice. 

Captain Boone Jenner will make his preseason debut and center the top 
line between the Blue Jackets’ two offensive stars, left winger Johnny 
Gaudreau and right wing Patrik Laine. 

The second line will have Jack Roslovic centering a line with left winger 
Yegor Chinakhov and right winger Jake Voracek. Chinakhov has been 
one of the stories of camp, not just securing a spot but moving into the 
top six. 

The third and fourth lines are where the final training camp decisions at 
forward must be made. 

Second-year pro Cole Sillinger centers the third line with rookie Kent 
Johnson and Justin Danforth on his wings, while veteran center Sean 
Kuraly anchors the fourth line with winger Liam Foudy and Mathieu 
Olivier. 

Four of those spots — Sillinger, Kuraly, Danforth and Olivier — would 
appear to be settled, but Johnson and Foudy are in a battle with Eric 
Robinson and Emil Bemstrom for the final two roster spots. 

Worth noting: Johnson, the No. 5 draft pick in 2021, can be sent to AHL 
Cleveland without clearing waivers, while Robinson, Bemstrom and 
Foudy would need to be exposed to the rest of the NHL before they could 
be assigned to Cleveland. 

Veteran Gus Nyquist is day-to-day with a lower-body injury, but the club 
expects him to be ready for opening night, Oct. 12 in Raleigh. 

There is slightly less drama on defense, but still plenty of intrigue. 

Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist will form the Blue Jackets’ top pair, 
followed by Vladislav Gavrikov and Andrew Peeke, and Jake Bean and 
Erik Gudbranson. 

That leaves Nick Blankenburg and rookie David Jiricek, the No. 6 pick 
this summer, as the extras tonight. 

Blankenburg and Jiricek both can be sent to AHL Cleveland without 
waivers, but one of them will survive the final roster cuts to give the club 
seven blueliners. And that’s not the only call Larsen has to make. 

“We’re going to be right down to the wire (in deciding the pairs), and it 
might carry into the regular season,” Larsen said. “We’re going to keep 
looking at some pairs. 

“Chemistry is a big thing, especially on D. Nothing is set in stone. I wish I 
could say ‘These top six are all set in stone,’ but it’s a good and bad thing 
(the way it is). It creates competition. It’s going to come down to a feel for 
three or four guys. We’ll see.” 

Larsen had it relatively easy at the end of last year’s training camp, his 
first as the head coach. There were tough decisions, sure, but the Blue 
Jackets used the rebuilding year to give young players a wealth of 
opportunity. 

This year has felt different, he said. The morning meetings with Meyer 
and Marchenko were honest and difficult. 

Meyer has transformed his body and his game, from a quick, slashing 
scorer to a speedy, physical bottom-six player. He still has his NHL shot, 
though. In three preseason games, he had two goals, a plus-1 rating and 
six shots on goal. 

“I told Carson, ‘Two years ago, I didn’t really know who you were,'” 
Larsen said. “That’s just being honest, you know? 

“This guy’s exactly what you want a pro to do. He’s worked. He’s flipped 
an AHL contract into an NHL contract. The difference I see in him last 
year to this year is that last year I don’t know that he believed in himself. 
This year I think he’s starting to understand, ‘I belong here. I can do this 
now.’ 

“It’s a tough business. He’s teetering. He’s right on the cusp. He can’t 
take a breath now (in Cleveland). He’s found an identity for himself.” 

Marchenko put up with significant grief in Russia to make the leap to the 
NHL this season. Rather than travel home following summer 
development camp — there was a risk that he wouldn’t be allowed to 
leave a second time — Marchenko decided to stay and train all summer 
long in Columbus. 

His wife joined him in August and they settled in for a new life together. 

Marchenko stayed in Russia for four seasons after the Blue Jackets 
drafted him in the second round (No. 49) in 2018, hoping to develop in 
the KHL and jump directly to the NHL when the time was right. 

His agent, Mark Gandler, said he was planning to speak with Marchenko 
later in the day. In four preseason games, Marchenko had one goal, one 
assist, a minus-1 rating and seven shots on goal. 

“(Marchenko) has to figure out the smaller-ice game a little bit and he 
knows it,” Larsen said. “He’s got to get up to pace a little quicker because 
he’s got the body to protect pucks. He’s got the shot, the release, all that. 
He’s just got to figure out that he’s got to get up to speed first and then 
he can slow it down a bit. 

“It’s a little bit like what (Kent Johnson) went through last season. He 
came up and was trying to slow the game down and the game kind of 
swallowed him up early. This year he’s a much different player. He’s 
getting up to speed and doing things at a higher pace. 

“(Marchenko) has to learn that. And how long it takes, I don’t know, but 
he’s got to get there (Cleveland) and do it.” 
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Hertl to lead Sharks against Predators in hometown Prague 

 

KAREL JANICEK 

4-5 minutes 10/6/2022 

 

PRAGUE (AP) — After the San Jose Sharks missed the NHL playoffs for 
a third straight season, Tomas Hertl is determined to turn things around. 

Starting the new season in front of his hometown fans only adds to his 
motivation. 

The Sharks and the Nashville Predators will open the regular season with 
matches on Friday and Saturday at Prague’s O2 Arena as part of the 
league’s return to Europe for the first time since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“I’m glad I have a chance to play here, it might not happen again," Hertl 
said after a training in front of a cheering crowd on Thursday. 

The 28-year-old Czech center, who was drafted by the Sharks 10 years 
ago, recently signed a $65.1 million, eight-year contract to remain in San 
Jose. And he knows what kinds of expectations comes with that kind of 
money. 

“I want to get San Jose back to the playoffs and I’m ready to do all I can 
to make it happen,” Hertl said. 
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New San Jose coach David Quinn hoped the circumstances provide a 
boost for his team. 

“It’s a new season, it’s our opener so there’s a level of excitement unlike 
the other games you play throughout the season," Quinn said. "But I 
think playing with Tomas in his hometown and being able to watch how 
excited he is certainly should provide a little bit of extra motivation for our 
guys.” 

The Sharks also have Czech defenseman Radim Simek. 

It’s the ninth season overall that the NHL comes to Europe as part of its 
efforts to grow the local fan base in hockey-mad countries like the Czech 
Republic, Sweden, Finland and others. 

The Sharks have contested four previous games outside North America. 
They faced the Columbus Blue Jackets in Stockholm in two games in 
2010 after they played the Calgary Flames for a couple of games in 
Tokyo in 1998. 

Nashville has never played a regular-season game in Europe before. The 
Predators were set to open the 2020-21 season in Prague against the 
Boston Bruins before the pandemic scrapped the NHL’s plans. 

Friday's opener in Prague will mark the first NHL game in Europe since 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Buffalo Sabres faced off in Stockholm on 
Nov. 9, 2019. 

The Chicago Blackhawks and Philadelphia Flyers were the last NHL 
teams to play in Prague on Oct 4, 2019. 

The league's 2022 Global Series will be completed in Tampere, Finland, 
where the defending Stanley Cup Champion Colorado Avalanche will 
face the Blue Jackets in another pair of regular-season games on Nov. 4-
5. 

The Predators hope to continue a run of eight straight playoff berths, an 
accomplishment that is tied with Washington for the second-longest 
active streak in the NHL. 

They have added players to the team who could help make it happen, 
including defenseman Ryan McDonagh from Tampa and right winger 
Nino Niederreiter from the Carolina Hurricanes. They also signed Filip 
Forsberg to an extension after he and fellow forward Matt Duchene each 
tied the franchise record with 38 goals. 

“We haven’t been really focused to say we’re better, we’ve got to 
perform,” Predators coach John Hynes said. “We like the players that we 
have, we like the additions that we had to our team. ... Now, it’s upon us, 
coaches and players, to put the work in and get to the identity we want to 
get to and be very consistent in how we play and then, our actions will 
determine how good we are.” 

Duchene finished last season with 86 points, with Forsberg just behind 
on 84 in 69 games. 

“I’m not really worrying about numbers,” Duchene said about his goals for 
the new season. 
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Projecting Sharks' final roster with camp battles ongoing 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

PRAGUE – The Sharks’ preseason is over, but the training camp battles 
aren’t done yet. 

Because the Sharks were allowed to carry 27 players to Europe – four 
more than the regular season norm – we won’t really know the winners of 
camp battles until the Sharks play again in North America on Oct. 14. 
They’ll be down to the normal 23-man roster by then. 

And while Sharks head coach David Quinn had said that Tuesday's 
exhibition game against Eisbaren Berlin should be a close preview of his 
line-up for Friday’s season-opener against the Nashville Predators, 
there’s a rematch on the next day between the two sides. 

So who’s to say the Sharks’ Oct. 7 line-up will be exactly like the Oct. 8 
one?  

That is to say, as long as you’re one of the 27 men on the Europe trip – 
or you’re injured veterans Alexander Barabanov or Markus Nutivaara, 
currently recovering in San Jose – you still have a chance to make an 
impression on this coaching staff and make the 23-man regular-season 
roster. 

Here's how the camp battles are looking. 

Forwards 

Ten forwards – Timo Meier, Tomas Hertl, Logan Couture, Luke Kunin, 
Kevin Labanc, Oskar Lindblom, Nick Bonino, Matt Nieto, Noah Gregor, 
Steven Lorentz – should be safe bets for the 23-man roster. 

Nico Sturm and Barabanov should be too, pending their health. Sturm is 
on the trip, but the German native missed the Berlin contest. He appears 
to be fully participating in practice, so he should be in line to play in 
Prague. 

Barabanov isn’t trending as favorably. A lower-body injury has sidelined 
him since the first preseason tilt on Sept. 25. He did skate by himself 
before practice on Sept. 29. 

So let’s include Sturm, but not Barabanov, on our prospective 23-man 
roster, which should consist of 13 or 14 forwards. That’s likely two, 
maybe three spots available to Jonah Gadjovich, Evgeny Svechnikov, 
Jeffrey Viel, William Eklund, or Thomas Bordeleau. 

Gadjovich and Svechnikov appear to have the leg up: Both dressed in 
Berlin, enjoyed strong preseasons, and neither is waiver-exempt. 

Between Viel and Eklund and Bordeleau, I thought Bordeleau had the 
better camp, and he’d be in my NHL line-up. However, top prospects 
Bordeleau and Eklund are waiver-exempt, while Viel isn’t. 

I guess it’s a question of what Quinn wants in the line-up: Bordeleau and 
Eklund provide obvious offensive upside, but the rookies have their 
defensive downside. Gadjovich and Viel provide sandpaper, and at least 
in the preseason, Gadjovich was flashing some offense. Svechnikov is 
smart, strong, and skilled, just held back by unremarkable skating. 

It's worth noting that for their development, you want Eklund and 
Bordeleau in top-nine roles. Whereas Gadjovich, Viel, and Svechnikov, 
you can leave on the fourth line. 

Bordeleau is my upset roster candidate: He’s creative, should be able to 
play both center and wing adeptly, and is NHL-strong. He also fits a 
Sharks’ need: Their second power play unit, especially, could use some 
more skill. 

My guess right now is that Gadjovich and Svechnikov make the 23-man 
cut, while Bordeleau and Eklund start the season in the AHL. Viel too, if 
he passes through waivers.  

And presuming Bordeleau and Eklund don’t pout and put on a good 
showing with the San Jose Barracuda, they’ll be back up quickly when 
the Sharks need – and they will – a shot of offense. 

The 23-man roster appears to be more cut-and-dry on defense: The 
Sharks have been consistent with playing Erik Karlsson and Karlsson’s 
defensive partner, Marc-Edouard Vlasic and Mario Ferraro, and Radim 
Simek and Matt Benning together. 
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Right now, Karlsson’s partner is the just-signed Scott Harrington, who’s 
taken the place of the injured Nutivaara. 

You would think the 29-year-old Jaycob Megna, who played most of the 
season with the Sharks last year, would have the head start on the No. 7 
defenseman job. 

Prospect Nick Cicek was rewarded with a trip to Europe for a solid camp, 
but he’s waiver-exempt and probably isn’t quite ready for regular NHL 
duty. 

So that could be your seven defensemen on the 23-man roster, easy 
peasy. I doubt the Sharks carry eight. 

The interesting question is if Nutivaara happens to be healthy by Oct. 
14? That’s not a given, but a source has indicated to San Jose Hockey 
Now that it’s considered a possibility.  

So if Nutivaara is ready by Oct. 14, who goes? 

Karlsson and Ferraro are obviously safe. The Sharks also have good-
sized commitments to Vlasic, Simek, and Benning. 

The obvious answer for who the Sharks would waive is newcomer 
Harrington, but it’s interesting that Quinn has given him first shot with top 
dog Karlsson instead of incumbent Megna. 

Both Harrington and Megna are left-handers, and Megna played with 
Karlsson last season. 

So even though Megna has a one-way, two-year contract – as opposed 
to Harrington’s two-way, one-year agreement – I’m giving Harrington the 
edge. 

Keep in mind, it was interim GM Joe Will who re-signed Megna, and ex-
head coach Bob Boughner who promoted Megna – not GM Mike Grier or 
Quinn. 
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San Jose Sharks in Berlin: Bundesliga, currywurst and season prep vs. 
Eisbären 

 

Corey Masisak 

16-21 minutes 10/6/2022 

 

BERLIN — When a few media members left the open-air press box 
about 20 minutes before the start of Hertha Berlin’s match against 
Hoffenheim, much of Olympiastadion looked pretty empty, save for the 
die-hard fans that began filling up the Nordkurve end of the stadium more 
than an hour prior. 

The reporters went to meet with two members of the San Jose Sharks in 
one of the stadium’s club lounges. As Nico Sturm and Timo Meier 
answered questions about being in Germany and what they were excited 
about as their team participates in the 2022 Global Series with games in 
Berlin and Prague, a mostly quiet crowd suddenly stirred to life. 

There was the usual pregame pageantry, but it was the sing-a-long to a 
very European-sounding German pop song that caught at least one 
reporter (this one) completely off guard. How was it so loud inside the 
stadium that it was hard to concentrate on Meier’s answers? 

After he finished the interview, I turned around to peek through the club 
lounge windows into the stadium bowl, and I had my answer. The rest of 
the stadium had filled in incredibly quickly, like 30,000 fans finding their 

seats in a matter of minutes. And they were belting out “Nur nach 
Hause,” an unofficial anthem for the club from Frank Zander. 

Meier didn’t want to miss the start of the match, and for good reason. 

“It’s actually my first Bundesliga game. I’m a guy that watches every 
game that I can,” Meier said. “I am in a fantasy league, so I’ve gotta 
make sure my team is doing well. I’m very, very committed to the fantasy 
league so this is a nail-biter for me. 

“(The stadium) is very historical, like Berlin overall. I’m really excited to 
be here as a big soccer fan. It was a long flight and everything and I’m a 
little bit tired, but this is getting me really excited. I think it’s great to have 
all the guys here to watch the game with me.” 

Two players on Meier’s roster were on the pitch in Berlin — Chidera 
Ejuke for Hertha and José Ángel Esmorís Tasende, better known as 
Angeliño, for Hoffenheim. He may have been focused intently on them, 
particularly given that Angeliño had one of the match’s first half-chances 
inside the 18-yard box. 

Many of the rest of the Sharks were focused on the Nordkurve. It was an 
exciting match, a 1-1 draw with plenty of pace and chances for both 
clubs. But Hertha’s most passionate supporters were easily the star of 
the show. For anyone who had not experienced a proper European 
football match before, this was quite the introduction. 

“Unbelievable. It’s just the craziest thing ever,” Sharks defenseman Nick 
Cicek said. “All the people jumping and chanting the whole time. You get 
going yourself just watching them.” 

While Sturm and Meier were speaking with the media, a few other 
Sharks players were seated at a table nearby, huddled around 
someone’s cell phone. The Singapore Grand Prixh, which had been 
delayed because of rain, had just gone lights out, and the biggest 
Formula One fans on the team — Tomas Hertl, Erik Karlsson, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic, Radim Simek — were intensely watching the opening 
laps before the start of the match. Karlsson noted that they couldn’t find 
the broadcast on the large TV in their suite, so they needed a backup 
plan. 

Eventually, all 27 players and the rest of the Sharks’ personnel that made 
the trip settled in to watch European football at the stadium where Jesse 
Owens won four gold medals at the 1936 Summer Olympics. While some 
of the Sharks have seen big-time matches before — Hertl is a 
Manchester United fan and was at Old Trafford for the match against 
Liverpool just before training camp started — it was a first for many of 
them to see the spectacle of the world’s most popular sport at this level. 

“Yeah, it was fun,” Sharks captain Logan Couture said. “I watch a lot of 
Premier League. I don’t really watch the Bundesliga that much. Timo is a 
big Bundesliga fan. Cool atmosphere. I got to experience it a little bit 
when I played in Switzerland during the lockout year, kind of the chanting 
and the drums and all that. It’s so different. Soccer is a different sport 
than hockey in terms of fan support, but it was pretty cool.” 

The Hertha-Hoffenheim match was a grand opening for this European 
excursion. San Jose will close it out with two games against the Nashville 
Predators in Prague this weekend to kick off the 2022-23 NHL season. 
Before that, there was more of Berlin to explore and two important pieces 
of the Sharks’ final preseason preparations. 

‘I love the vibe’ 

The Sharks stayed at a hotel not far from Unter den Linden, the famous 
street that runs through the center of Berlin and connects Brandenburg 
Gate and the recently reconstructed Berlin Palace. This strip of the Mitte 
district in central Berlin is filled with large museums, astounding churches 
and plenty of reminders of Germany’s fraught history, particularly from 
the 20th century. 

Couture and Hertl went to check out Brandenburg Gate before San 
Jose’s practice Monday. Meier, Noah Gregor and Jaycob Megna went to 
see it with an NHL production crew after the workout. It was a long 
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practice Monday, but the players had time to get out and stroll through 
the city. 

There were demonstrations going on throughout the city. One was just 
outside the team hotel. One was at the base of the gate when Meier, 
Gregor and Megna were there. It was officially Unity Day, an annual 
holiday to celebrate when Germany became one country again in 1990 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

It was a lot to take in. Some players just wanted some fresh air and a 
stop at a coffee shop. Others wanted to see more of the famous German 
city that was effectively cut in half during the Cold War. 

“Just all of the exploring,” Cicek said. “I love walking around new 
countries. I love the vibe that Europe gives. Everyone is so nice and kind. 
Going to get coffee at little coffee shops. Just taking in the culture — 
that’s what I’m most looking forward to.” 

Added Couture: “European culture is a lot different than in America. It’s 
been around a lot longer, obviously. Just the detail on all the structures 
was really cool.” 

Sturm had a long Monday of media responsibilities, first meeting with the 
assembled hometown press after practice and then being one of two 
players, along with Steven Lorentz, who made a late-afternoon 
appearance at the NHL’s Global Fan Tour located outside Mercedes-
Benz Arena. He went to meet up with a friend for dinner and had some 
time to relax. 

Meier, being from nearby Switzerland and being fluent in the local 
language, was also a popular interview subject while the team was in 
Berlin. He had a couple of German culinary staples on his mind. 

“Currywurst is one of my favorites, I’m not going to lie,” Meier said. “I’m 
going to have to fit that into my schedule. Definitely some kebap. I really 
just like German food. It’s pretty similar to Swiss food in some ways, so 
being here in Germany kind of makes me feel like home.” 

The surprises 

San Jose was able to bring 27 players to Europe, so 16 forwards, eight 
defensemen and three goalies made the trip. Defenseman Markus 
Nutivaara’s injury left a spot open, and that led to the biggest roster 
selection surprise. 

Cicek played his first season of pro hockey with the Barracuda on an 
AHL contract. He had a strong season, and the Sharks rewarded him 
with a two-year NHL deal in April. Then he had a strong camp, and the 
undrafted defenseman was rewarded again. 

“We were in Vegas for the last preseason game,” Cicek said. “Then I was 
getting off the flight and started to think well we’re probably going to find 
out tonight. I was walking by Mike Grier and he said, ‘Cheech, pack your 
bags.’ And I just got the biggest smile on my face. I told him thanks and 
now we’re here.” 

Ryan Merkley, Santeri Hatakka and Artemi Kniazev are all defensemen 
the Sharks drafted. They all earned NHL call-ups last season and 
combined to play 49 games for the big club. 

They are not here, but Cicek, who had five goals and 25 points in 53 
games for the Barracuda last year, is. 

“(The final roster cuts) were definitely in the back of my mind earlier in 
the day, but when you get close to game time, I mean that atmosphere in 
Vegas was the most electric game I’ve ever played in,” Cicek said. “And 
that was only a preseason game. Before it was definitely in my mind, like 
are you getting it or not? What do I need to pack if I’m going? By game 
time, it was all Vegas.” 

The Sharks played exhibition games in Las Vegas and Anaheim the night 
before leaving for Berlin. It was a pretty quick turnaround for anyone on 
the bubble to make the team. NHL players can pack pretty light if they 
want to — there was a story passed down among Washington Capitals 
beat writers that in his playing days Dale Hunter would show up for road 

trips at the airport in a suit with a toothbrush in his shirt pocket and 
nothing else. 

“I like to make sure I’ve got everything,” Cicek said. “I got my toiletry bag, 
a couple suits, dress shirts, ties and then just essential stuff like comfy 
clothes for the plane. They hooked us up with some pretty nice swag too. 
I think I was pretty prepared.” 

Scott Harrington’s place on the roster wasn’t a surprise once he signed a 
one-year contract last week. But it’s not very often that a defenseman 
who came to training camp on a PTO ends it skating next to a two-time 
Norris Trophy winner. 

Harrington moved into the spot next to Karlsson after Nutivaara was 
injured. Unless there’s a last-minute lineup tweak, he’ll open the season 
next to him as well. It’s been a tough few years for Harrington, who was a 
second-round pick in 2011 by Pittsburgh and was part of the package 
that went to Toronto for Phil Kessel in 2015. 

His best season came in 2018-19, but he’s played just 58 games in the 
NHL over the past three seasons with Columbus. He spent most of last 
season in Cleveland with the Blue Jackets’ AHL affiliate. 

“It’s been a good couple of weeks, just trying to keep proving myself 
every day,” Harrington said. “So it’s been pretty simple for myself and just 
trying to show a new team what I’ve got and keep improving and keep 
trying to get comfortable playing with different guys. It’s been fun. Erik 
obviously is great player. Just trying to build chemistry as quick as you 
can and keep things simple and trying to communicate a lot.” 

Luke Kunin was one of Grier’s top offseason acquisitions, a gritty two-
way winger who was expected to fit somewhere among the top-nine 
forwards. Alexander Barabanov’s injury left some prime real estate open 
— playing on the wing next to Hertl and Meier. 

Kunin was there for practice Monday and Tuesday night against Eisbären 
Berlin. 

“I really like him,” Hertl said. “He works hard in every shift, gets a lot of 
pucks for us. That’s what I told him, that me and Timo will try to hold the 
puck and make plays and he can (get open). He was getting a lot of 
pucks. I didn’t know what to expect from him, honestly, but it’s fun to play 
with him. We hopefully will have a good connection on Friday and score 
some goals.” 

The Sharks traded a third-round pick and John Leonard to the Predators 
for Kunin on the second day of the 2022 NHL Draft. San Jose was one of 
the worst goal-scoring teams in the league last season, and the new GM 
added depth scorers like Kunin and Oskar Lindblom to try to give that a 
nudge despite the salary cap limitations he faced. 

“You know the rosters all around the league,” Kunin said. “You don’t 
really know where you’re going to fit. You kind of know what your game is 
and what you can bring to the team. I think one of my strengths is being 
able to play kind of up and down the lineup. So right now that’s with 
Tommy and Timo and I just want to do whatever I can to help those guys 
and just help out offensively but also be reliable in all areas.” 

There was one more surprise in Berlin, but it was more of a mystery 
shrouded in secrecy. 

Sharks owner Hasso Plattner was born in Berlin. When he is here, like he 
was for the opening of his newest art museum, Das Minsk, in late 
September, he stays at the villa he owns in Potsdam, a short train ride 
southwest of the city. 

“Is Hasso going to be at the game in Berlin?” has been a much-asked 
question, dating back to when the 2022 Global Series was announced. 
Representatives from the Sharks have maintained that they did not know, 
in part because his schedule can change and also lead him all over the 
world. 

An employee at Das Minsk believed that Plattner was still here a couple 
of days before the game at Mercedes-Benz Arena. One of his neighbors 
in Potsdam wasn’t so sure. 
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The day of the game, three different representatives from the Sharks all 
had slightly different answers.  One person in the organization said, “I’ve 
been told I’m not answering that question,” when asked if anyone from 
the Plattner family was in attendance. 

During the second intermission, someone who is connected to Plattner 
but not through the Sharks, let it slip that Hasso was indeed in the 
building. His attendance might have been a surprise. That he did so 
without any publicity and without drawing any attention to his presence 
was not. 

Ready or not … 

Because the Sharks are beginning the year in Europe, this was never 
going to be a normal training camp. Given that David Quinn was hired in 
July, that meant trying to get the club ready and comfortable with the 
systems and principles he wants them to play with was always going to 
be a challenge. 

The Sharks did not have a full team practice until the day they arrived in 
Berlin. All of the practices in San Jose were split between two or three 
groups. There wasn’t a lot of time for systems installation. There wasn’t a 
lot of time for players to get used to playing for Quinn or with the new 
guys on the roster. 

“There’s a lot we haven’t touched on, but at the end of the day, if we play 
with the pace and the tempo we’ve been playing with and the mentality, 
that can cover a lot of mistakes, a lot of things structurally that they 
haven’t had a chance to learn,” Quinn said. “That’s all we’ve really 
focused on. We’ve been implementing structure and systems that we’re 
going to need to be good at, but there’s only so much you can cover in 
eight days. 

The practice at Wellblechpalast in Berlin may have been the most 
important day of training camp. It ran a little longer than expected, mostly 
because it’s an old barn and they needed to scrape the ice after the first 
part of the workout to make it workable for power-play practice. 

There was a lot less time doing drills and a lot more time stopping and 
listening to instructions from the coaching staff. 

“I think we’re making some progress for sure,” Gregor said. “I think we’re 
going to start really dialing in on more specific stuff. We’ve kind of had a 
broad overview of the system. There’s a lot of new guys and we got into 
the exhibition games pretty quick. I think over the exhibition games, 
we’ve gotten better. We’ll continue to work on some things. What we did 
at practice today was trying to focus on more specific stuff. So far it’s 
been good. I few of the things we’ve switched up have good and we’ll 
see how they work out. 

“I think some of the D-zone things are a little different than last year. 
Certain switches and areas that we are trying to improve on are a little 
different than last year. It’s a little more zone-ish than what we played last 
year. Guys are trying to figure that out. I think (Quinn) has been happy 
with the way we are playing and defending.” 

The Sharks finished their trip to Berlin with a 3-1 victory against Eisbären 
Berlin. The home team took a 1-0 lead in the second period, in part 
because the San Jose players seemed a little out of sorts playing on an 
international-sized ice rink and also because Eisbären’s 21-year-old 
goaltender Tobias Ancicka put together a 30-minute spell that belied his 
age and experience level. 

Hertl scored on a beautiful no-look, give-and-go pass from Meier, Lorentz 
tipped in a Karlsson shot and Kunin added a shorthanded insurance tally. 
It was far from a sterling performance, but the Sharks also looked like 
many of their NHL brethren have in these exhibition games across the 
pond over the years. 

A slow, slightly disoriented start, but eventually control is restored as the 
players get more comfortable with the geography of the rink. And so it 
was time to leave for Prague after a preseason that did include five wins 
in games, but also still left the club with plenty of questions still to answer 
once the games begin to count. 

“I like how we persevered,” Quinn said. “I thought we got off to a shaky 
start. I thought they came out hard and made life difficult for us in the first 
five minutes. I thought as the period went got better. I liked our second 
period. We were getting chances and just weren’t able to capitalize. They 
go down and make it 1-0 and it can get difficult in those situations. It was 
really our first test of adversity all year, quote unquote. I just like how we 
responded. We got a lot out of tonight, that’s for sure. 

“I really like the way we’ve come to work every day. They’ve been very 
attentive, very coachable. They play with the right intentions. In the 
exhibition games, we’ve played with the mentality I want t play with. I feel 
good about where we are at.” 
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McCarthy Sheds Light on Merkley's Demotion, Cicek's Promotion (+) 

 

Sheng Peng 

3-3 minutes 10/6/2022 

 

PRAGUE — How did 2018 first-round pick Ryan Merkley not make the 
San Jose Sharks’ Europe trip? 

The Sharks were allowed to bring four more players than the standard 
23-man roster. Veteran defenseman Markus Nutivaara is hurt. Blueliner 
Matt Benning, who hasn’t seen serious power play time since 2018-19, is 
on San Jose’s second PP unit. 

Instead, the San Jose Sharks opted to bring fellow 22-year-old prospect 
Nick Cicek, who’s gone from passed over in the Draft, signed to a San 
Jose Barracuda contract, to earning himself an NHL deal last year. 

Why Didn’t Gushchin, Merkley Make Sharks’ European Roster? How Did 
Cicek Make It? (+) 

It was a question worth calling home about: I spoke with San Jose 
Barracuda head coach John McCarthy about the team’s message to 
Merkley, why the Sharks organization thinks this is the best move for 
him, and the offense-first rearguard’s attitude and conditioning. Then, 
McCarthy told me what Cicek has been doing right this preseason. 

Sheng Peng: I wanted to talk about Ryan Merkley, but also Nick Cicek 
too. Starting with Ryan, I’m sure he’s very disappointed that he did not 
make the trip to Europe, what is the message to him either from you or 
the organization? 
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My Prediction for Sharks' 23-Man Roster 

 

Sheng Peng 

3-3 minutes 10/6/2022 

 

PRAGUE – The San Jose Sharks’ preseason is over, but the training 
camp battles aren’t done yet. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 6, 2022 

 

Because the Sharks were allowed to carry 27 players to Europe – four 
more than the regular season norm – we won’t really know the winners of 
camp battles until the Sharks play again in North America on Oct. 14. 
They’ll be down to the normal 23-man roster by then. 

And while Sharks head coach David Quinn had said that the Oct. 4 
exhibition game against Eisbaren Berlin should be a close preview of his 
line-up for Friday’s season-opener against the Nashville Predators, 
there’s a rematch on the next day between the two sides. 

So who’s to say the San Jose Sharks’ Oct. 7 line-up will be exactly like 
the Oct. 8 one? 

That is to say, as long as you’re one of the 27 men on the Europe trip – 
or you’re injured veterans Alexander Barabanov or Markus Nutivaara, 
hopefully recovering quickly in San Jose – you still have a chance to 
make an impression on this coaching staff and make the 23-man regular 
season roster. 
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Hertl to lead Sharks against Predators in hometown Prague 

 

Oct. 6, 2022 at 12:26 pm Updated Oct. 6, 2022 at 12:27 PM 

By KAREL JANICEK 

The Associated Press 

 

PRAGUE (AP) — After the San Jose Sharks missed the NHL playoffs for 
a third straight season, Tomas Hertl is determined to turn things around. 

Starting the new season in front of his hometown fans only adds to his 
motivation. 

The Sharks and the Nashville Predators will open the regular season with 
matches on Friday and Saturday at Prague’s O2 Arena as part of the 
league’s return to Europe for the first time since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“I’m glad I have a chance to play here, it might not happen again,” Hertl 
said after a training in front of a cheering crowd on Thursday. 

The 28-year-old Czech center, who was drafted by the Sharks 10 years 
ago, recently signed a $65.1 million, eight-year contract to remain in San 
Jose. And he knows what kinds of expectations comes with that kind of 
money. 

“I want to get San Jose back to the playoffs and I’m ready to do all I can 
to make it happen,” Hertl said. 

New San Jose coach David Quinn hoped the circumstances provide a 
boost for his team. 

“It’s a new season, it’s our opener so there’s a level of excitement unlike 
the other games you play throughout the season,” Quinn said. “But I think 
playing with Tomas in his hometown and being able to watch how excited 
he is certainly should provide a little bit of extra motivation for our guys.” 

It’s the ninth season overall that the NHL comes to Europe as part of its 
efforts to grow the local fan base in hockey-mad countries like the Czech 
Republic, Sweden, Finland and others. 

The Sharks have contested four previous games outside North America. 
They faced the Columbus Blue Jackets in Stockholm in two games in 
2010 after they played the Calgary Flames for a couple of games in 
Tokyo in 1998. 

Nashville has never played a regular-season game in Europe before. The 
Predators were set to open the 2020-21 season in Prague against the 
Boston Bruins before the pandemic scrapped the NHL’s plans. 

Friday’s opener in Prague will mark the first NHL game in Europe since 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Buffalo Sabres faced off in Stockholm on 
Nov. 9, 2019. 

The Chicago Blackhawks and Philadelphia Flyers were the last NHL 
teams to play in Prague on Oct 4, 2019. 

The league’s 2022 Global Series will be completed in Tampere, Finland, 
where the defending Stanley Cup Champion Colorado Avalanche will 
face the Blue Jackets in another pair of regular-season games on Nov. 4-
5. 

The Predators hope to continue a run of eight straight playoff berths, an 
accomplishment that is tied with Washington for the second-longest 
active streak in the NHL. 

They have added players to the team who could help make it happen, 
including defenseman Ryan McDonagh from Tampa and right winger 
Nino Niederreiter from the Carolina Hurricanes. They also signed Filip 
Forsberg to an extension after he and fellow forward Matt Duchene each 
tied the franchise record with 38 goals. 

“We haven’t been really focused to say we’re better, we’ve got to 
perform,” Predators coach John Hynes said. “We like the players that we 
have, we like the additions that we had to our team. … Now, it’s upon us, 
coaches and players, to put the work in and get to the identity we want to 
get to and be very consistent in how we play and then, our actions will 
determine how good we are.” 

Duchene finished last season with 86 points, with Forsberg just behind 
on 84 in 69 games. 

“I’m not really worrying about numbers,” Duchene said about his goals for 
the new season. 

 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.07.2022 

 


