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PNC Arena renovations and development moving forward, new report details next steps 

By Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock 

The authority that oversees PNC Arena on Thursday 
received a more detailed report on possibilities for major 
changes to the 23-year-old arena, with a new focus on the 
proposed development of an adjacent entertainment district. 

The report by CAA ICON to the Centennial Authority on 
Thursday laid out a road map for not only arena renovations 
but the “ancillary development” that could include hotels, 
retail shops, restaurants and a concert venue outside the 
arena, as proposed by Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom 
Dundon.  

CAA ICON, the strategic management consulting firm 
contracted by the authority, noted the development of the 
almost 80 acres surrounding the arena, north of Carter-
Finley Stadium, is likely essential to further extending the 
Hurricanes’ lease with the authority, the arena landlord. The 
current lease runs through 2029 but the Hurricanes can buy 
their way out as early as 2024. 

“Time is of the essence given the current lease situation,” the 
report states. “An extension could also be an important 
component of a potential ancillary real estate development 
project.” 

Dundon, a Dallas billionaire, and the Hurricanes have the 
first right of refusal to participate as a development partner 
and would have 90 days to make a decision before the 
authority could entertain a third-party developer, the report 
said.  

CAA ICON consultant Dan Barrett, who prepared the report 
and serves as the authority’s representative in lease 
negotiations with the Hurricanes, recommended the authority 
proceed with Gale Force Sports & Entertainment, the 
Hurricanes’ holding company, as the primary developer 
initially, rather than open the process up to other developers. 

Working directly with Gale Force “allows for a much more 
cooperative approach to negotiations on both the arena 
lease extension and the development,” Barrett said. 

The CAA ICON report also lists the large number of agencies 
and parties that would have to approve the process because 
of the many overlapping agreements, including the North 
Carolina Department of Administration and N.C. State. 

“The ancillary development is important, not just for the 
ability to entice (the Hurricanes) potentially to extend their 
lease, but more importantly as an important amenity to the 
community,” Barrett said. “It can create a different 
experience going to events here — create a destination, a 
year-round destination that doesn’t currently exist here.” 

Arena upgrades, developments elsewhere 

As part of the work the firm completed for the authority, CAA 
ICON developed case studies on other NHL venues 
undergoing arena renovation projects, including Tampa Bay 

and St. Louis. It also studied the $215 million renovation of 
the Spectrum Center in Charlotte that is publicly financed. 

PNC Arena, which opened in 1999, is used for Hurricanes 
games and N.C. State men’s basketball games, as well as 
concerts, meetings and other events. There are about 4,000 
parking sports outside the arena used for Wolfpack football 
games as well as basketball games. (Carter-Finley also has 
4,000 spots of its own.) 

Some or all of those surface parking spots would have to be 
converted into parking decks to allow the development of 
that land. The N.C. State Fair also uses those lots for 
fairgrounds parking. 

“We understand some of the sensitivities, but that’s going to 
need to be flushed out and really understood well by all of 
the parties, so that a solution can be crafted everyone feels 
good about going forward,” Barrett said. 

Proposed plans for the renovation of PNC Arena completed 
by Ratio and HOK would include expansion of an 
indoor/outdoor plaza area on the south end of the arena, 
expansion of the Hurricanes team store and improvement to 
concourse areas including the addition of “view terraces” on 
the upper concourse. 

Barrett made clear a long-term lease is essential for all 
parties as any renovations or development move forward, 
with the ancillary development and entertainment district a 
key component in those negotiations. 

As a part of the CAA ICON report, other case studies were 
done on ancillary developments in similar-sized markets, 
including Austin, Texas; Columbus, Ohio; Milwaukee; and 
Edmonton, Alberta. Another study was done on The Battery 
at the Atlanta Braves’ new stadium, Truist Park. 

‘Potential threat of relocation’ 

The CAA ICON report notes that the firm met with 
representatives with officials from the City of Raleigh, Wake 
County, Gale Force, NCSU, the state departments of 
Administration, Agriculture and Commerce, the General 
Assembly and development firms Kane Realty of Raleigh 
and Dallas-based Woods Capital, whose owner has 
partnered with Dundon on projects there. 

The CAA ICON report said: “While the scope, scale and 
focus of a renovation will be central to a long-term lease 
extension with the Hurricanes, it must also adequately 
address the needs of N.C. State and other building users.” 

The renovation and ancillary development projects would be 
completed in phases, which could overlap, although no 
timeline has been determined.  

“What’s important in this location particularly, because it’s not 
a downtown location, the first phase has to have a certain 
critical mass so that it is a destination in and of itself,” Barrett 
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said. “It can’t just be driven by when events are happening at 
the arena or stadium.” 

The report noted that the “potential threat of relocation has 
often driven the cost and funding for NBA/NHL arenas, 
particularly in smaller markets such as Raleigh.” The report 
included a list of nine “rumored NHL relocation markets” 
such as Houston and Portland, Oregon. NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman alluded to the possibility such of a move when 
he visited Raleigh in May. 

“On behalf of the league, we like being here and I know Tom 
likes being here and wants to be here,” Bettman told The 

News & Observer then. “But obviously there’s work to be 
done to make sure that the team and the community have 
something that is today’s standards.” 

Authority chairman Philip Isley agreed, saying Thursday the 
development of the area around the arena was long overdue. 

“That’s what they expected in 1997, 1999,” Isley said. “We’re 
25 years down the line here, but finally things are beginning 
to coalesce to a point where things are headed in the right 
direction.”

 

Carolina Hurricanes place forward Jordan Martinook on NHL waivers 

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Martinook participated in a practice Friday morning 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Could it be his last? 

The forward, who has served as an alternate captain for the 
Canes, was placed on waivers later Friday by the team. NHL 
teams have 24 hours to claim the veteran off waivers. 

Martinook, 30, has two years remaining on his contract that 
has a cap hit of $1.8 million a year. He has spent much of 
preseason training camp working on the fourth line with 
center Jack Drury and winger Ondrej Kase. 

Martinook, while always a high-energy player, has been 
sidelined by several injuries in his four seasons with the 
Hurricanes. Playing 82 games in 2018-19, he had a career-
high 15 goals as the Canes reached the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for the first time since 2009. 

Martinook played in 59 games last season, with six goals 
and nine assists. 

The Hurricanes signed Martinook to a three-year, $5.4 
million contract in July 2021.  

The Canes had 23 players remaining on their roster after 
making personnel moves Wednesday. 
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Carolina Hurricanes have decisions to make but one might be set: Stastny on Staal line 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have finished their preseason 
games and trimmed down the training camp roster, but there 
are still some decisions for the team to make — and not just 
the final NHL roster.  

There’s also the matter of putting together some line 
combinations and the third defensive pair before the Oct. 12 
season-opener against Columbus. 

A year ago, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour decided on a line 
of Jordan Staal, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast, and 
stuck with it all season. The three forwards provided 
grinding, heavy play, physical defense and enough offense 
— Niederreiter had 24 goals — and no line was more 
consistent throughout the season for the Canes. 

Niederreiter left in free agency, but Brind’Amour apparently 
has his replacement ready: veteran forward Paul Stastny.  

Instead of 21-11-71, it should be 26-11-71, at least early in 
the season. That was the line Thursday as the Canes went 
through practice at Invisalign Arena.  

Stastny, who signed a one-year, $1.5 million contract Aug. 
23 with the Hurricanes, would be good with that. 

“When (linemates) play a direct game, kind of no-nonsense, 
and they’re predictable, it’s great,” Stastny told The News & 
Observer during training camp. “When you play with guys 
who aren’t predictable, it can be really good or really hard at 
times. For me, knowing where guys are going to be, 
especially in a game that’s so fast, is important. They bring 
that to the table.” 

Stastny, 36, could have signed with other teams given his 
experience and versatility. But Carolina is where he wanted 
to be. 

He likes the style and system the Canes have under 
Brind’Amour. He likes the “wave-after-wave” aggressive and 
attacking approach the Canes take to games and there’s the 

proven success — playoff berths the past four seasons and 
two division titles. 

“Everyone wants to win, but you know why they’re winning,” 
he said. “You see the culture, you see how hard guys train in 
the summer and during training camp. 

“Everyone seems to embody the head coach here. Pretty 
quiet, humble, low-key. Very minimal egos from what I can 
tell. Any given day you see guys sit down with other guys 
and there are no cliques, which is the culture they built here 
where everybody feels part of a family whether you’re a new 
guy or you’ve been here so many years.” 

Stastny is a pro’s pro. He has been around the league for 16 
seasons, playing for four teams before signing with Carolina. 
He knows what works and doesn’t work, understands the 
ebbs and flows of long seasons. He has that savvy that 
comes with playing more than 1,000 NHL games. 

One thing missing in his long career: a Stanley Cup. That’s 
what he’s after with the Canes. 

“Over the last couple of years you’ve seen what this team 
has done,” he said. “As they’ve grown, they’ve gotten closer 
and closer. I’m just hoping with the experience they’ve 
added, I’m able to help them out and we can have a chance 
to win.” 

Stastny scored in his first preseason game, deflecting a shot 
by defenseman Dylan Coghlan against Tampa Bay for a 
power-play goal. He later joked that he was just trying to get 
out of the way of Coghlan’s heavy bomb of a shot, but he 
was positioned in the right spot to make the play. 

Stastny, who had 21 goals last season for the Winnipeg Jets, 
could be used at center if need be. He can fit on different 
lines, be used on special teams.  

“He’s a veteran player who knows how to play,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Whatever situation you want to put him in, he gets it. 
He’s been there. So there’s a lot of comfort in that.”
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NHL Hope-O-Meter results 2022-23: Ranking fans’ optimism for all 32 NHL teams 

By Sean Gentille 

Welcome to Year 2 of the Hope-O-Meter, where we take the 
preseason temperature of every NHL fanbase and turn it into 
a nice little list. Stay until the end. We implore you. 

The methodology is simple as ever, and it will stay as such. 
That is the Hope-O-Meter promise. One question: Are you 
optimistic about your team … or are you not? 

A couple quick notes before we get to business: 

• Last year, the breakdown was 73 percent hopeful, 27 
percent not. This year, it’s 74/26. 
• There’s one more team over the 50/50 threshold this 
season, up from 24 to 25. 
• More than 8,300 of you voted here, which is amazing. 
Thank you. 
• We picked one optimistic response and one pessimistic 
response per franchise, except in a few special cases. 
• The answers were so, so, so fun to read. If you want to 
crack into them yourself, go for it. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes — 98.53 percent optimism 

Last season: 94.5 percent ↑ 

Optimist Corey: It feels like the Hurricanes finally have the 
depth of talent, from veterans to young guys, needed to truly 
contend for the Stanley Cup — that is, if their stars can play 
like stars. That means Aho and Svechnikov leading a truly 
formidable top forward line that can score like one of the 
Metro division’s best, Kotkaniemi at least matching 
Trocheck’s production from last year, and the power play not 
drying up like it did in the playoffs. 

Pessimist Jennifer: While we gained some good players, we 
lost two of our top 9 forwards and one of our top 
defensemen. I am banking, however, that we’ll do worse in 
the regular season (more rest for our vets, starting our top 
goalies less), so that we can have a deeper run in the 
playoffs. 

2. Los Angeles Kings — 98.5 

Last season: 89.6 ↑↑ 

Optimist Ryan: The youth stepped up this last season while 
key contributors such as Drew Doughty and Mikey Anderson 
were out, even in the playoffs. With our depth and the 
addition of Kevin Fiala, I believe we can only do well. 

Pessimist Eric: The Kings’ prospects seem to have issues 
taking the leap to the NHL. I’m less concerned with the 
prospects themselves but am now starting to question the 
team’s ability to help these kids grow. 

3. Colorado Avalanche — 98.4 

Last season: 97.5 ↔ 

Optimist Kyle: I felt like the pressure on the Avs to win the 
Cup last season was enormous, as with all the pending free 
agents and Nathan MacKinnon’s upcoming extension, it was 
probably the best roster we’d be able to fit under the cap for 
a long time. It made for a very stressful season. With that 
Cup now in the bag, Avs fans can watch an elite team every 
night without the burden of “this has gotta be it.” Should be a 
fun year! 

Optimist Brad: We just won the Cup, I haven’t been this 
optimistic since before puberty. 

Pessimist Erkka: We’re worse in every department than last 
year, and there are no real prospects waiting to make their 
breakthrough. Avs will go through cap hell next year, so this 
just might be the last chance in a longer while to go far in the 
playoffs. That doesn’t seem likely at all, to be honest. The 
offense lacks depth behind the first line and the goalie 
department is average at best, most likely worse. 

The Avs got an extra comment because a) they won the Cup 
and b) Brad made me laugh. 

4. Ottawa Senators — 97.8 

Last season: 80.8 ↑↑ 

Optimist Grant: Being on the other side of the “Ottawa makes 
lopsided trade” headlines for once was a strange experience. 
Who knew sports could make you happy? 

Pessimist Justin: The division is really hard, we didn’t 
upgrade the D, and the goaltending is a question mark. 
Supposed to take a step forward this year but this D is not 
going to stop Toronto, Florida, Boston, and Tampa’s forward 
groups. The biggest reason to be optimistic is Melnyk is 
gone. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 97.3 

Last season: 99.6 ↓ 

Optimist Adam: Three finals in three years with two Cups. A 
couple of intriguing additions to the D-corps. Ryan 
McDonagh was a boss, but the guy has some hard miles and 
giving Mikhail Sergachev more ice time is something I’m 
excited to see. Look, good teams lose good players. It 
happens. But with the rising cap in the next couple of 
seasons, a young core locked up and the best coach/GM 
combo in the league? Not too worried. Bolts aren’t going 
away. 

Pessimist Joe: The losses in the past have been plugged, 
but they’re losing some key players this offseason, namely 
Palat. He was the straw that stirred the drink. “Not optimistic” 
is still making the playoffs, though. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 96.1 

Last season: 92.6 ↑ 
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Optimist Sam: Similar to my optimism surrounding Jesse 
Puljujarvi, I remain naively optimistic until the first bad 
stretch. 

Pessimist Warren: The team maybe got a little better in net, 
but they’ll still get stomped by Colorado in the conference 
finals. Management is addled. I’m going to die inside when 
they trade Pool Party. 

I didn’t set out to choose two Puljujarvi-related comments, 
but here we are. 

7. Calgary Flames 95.8 

Last season: 18.6 ↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Brandin: I wasn’t very optimistic heading into the 
offseason. And then everything that could have gone bad, 
did. But Tre turned it around and I’m as excited for the 
season as ever. I love that sumb*tch. 

Pessimist Bryce: Calgary always does the opposite of what 
is expected from them, going all the way back to the magical 
’04 run. After a terrible season in 2021, they shock everyone 
on their way to a first-place finish in the Pacific in 2022. With 
Stanley Cup contender expectations from everyone this year, 
I’m betting on a big time disappointment. Again. 

8. New York Rangers 94.4 

Last season: 83.6 ↑ 

Optimist Will: I’m drinking the Kool-Aid — this team has the 
talent to win a Cup, and the Lightning are vulnerable for the 
first time in years. Yes, I know regression to the mean is 
likely, but Igor Shesterkin is just sooooo good. 

Pessimist Zach: The Rangers were carried tremendously by 
goaltending and their powerplay last season, and even a 
small regression for either could spell disaster. The team has 
solid pieces, but an extremely old-school philosophy and I 
don’t trust the coach and GM to make the right moves.  

9. Detroit Red Wings 94.0 

Last season: 55.0 ↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Kent: Yzer-plan, etc. etc. I’m not planning a parade 
down Woodward or anything, but it’d be nice to keep the 
goals-against down to a dull roar (9-2 against the Mullet 
Coyotes still gives me nausea). I’d be content with the mush 
of the middle vs. the stench of another bottom 5 finish. 

Pessimist Matt: It doesn’t look like a playoff team to me, and 
it isn’t clear that we’ll be able to add a star player that meets 
the age timeline of our existing roster.  

10. Columbus Blue Jackets 93.6 

Last season: 45.4 ↑↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Charlie: We finally seem to have a clear vision 
forward. It may not come to fruition this year, but we have 
talent in both our long-term veterans and prospects. We will 
be a top 10 team in 18 months. 

Pessimist Mike: Yes yay Johnny Jacket — clear win. But this 
roster is still a half-baked Buckeye. Our glut of 3rd-4th 
wingers and hopes and wishes at center is just not up to par 
to compete in the Metro. Combined with a drop in D 

commitment and skill, plus suddenly middling to eek 
goaltending, it will be a development year. 

11. Minnesota Wild 85.9 

Last season: 90.0 ↓ 

Optimist Michael: Bill Guerin seems to genuinely understand 
how to build for both the short and medium term and is 
navigating cap hell brilliantly. 

Optimist Brandon: Sure, we’re in dead cap hell but we still 
have Russo. 

Pessimist Andrew: We lost Kevin Fiala, haven’t signed 
anyone of note, and are playing with over 10 million dollars 
less than everyone else. I don’t think we will be terrible but 
it’s another season with a first-round playoff exit for sure. 

The Russo Army gets an extra comment because, shocker, 
more of them voted than any other fanbase. 

12. Buffalo Sabres 85.6 

Last season: 15.2 ↑↑↑↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Chris: Don’t think they will make the playoffs, but 
they finally appear to be moving in the right direction. When 
you’re in a dumpster fire, sometimes simply getting out of the 
dumpster is reason enough for optimism. 

Pessimist Sean: I’m sick of hearing about “the future” or our 
“prospect pool.” I’m typing this in a college class right now. I 
was in diapers the last time the Sabres won a playoff series. 
That’s over 15 years. I just want the losing to go away. 

13. Florida Panthers 84.5 

Last season: 100 ↓↓ 

Optimist Ben: Ugh. I mean every year it’s like sure why not, 
they’ve got talent obviously. But they’ll collapse in some way 
that hurts me irreparably. And at the top of each year I 
convince myself that maybe things could be different this 
year, that Aleksander Barkov can show up in the playoffs, 
that the defense won’t make catastrophic mistakes, that 
Sergei Bobrovsky can be an actual brick wall worth his AAV. 
It’s never happened. But it also just might. 

Pessimist Matthew: The Huberdeau trade was a joke. We 
traded away a point-per-game player for the past four 
seasons, our No. 2 defenseman, and one of our few decent 
prospects for a guy who had one point-per-game season. 
When looking at what we gave up for what we got, it just 
doesn’t add up. 

14. New Jersey Devils 83.3 

Last season: 90.8 ↓ 

Optimist Carl: It’s been years of pain. It has to end 
eventually. Why not now? 

Pessimist Ryan: Every year for what feels like for the past 
decade has been some combination of: Summer-September: 
Offseason champs! October: Start off well/reasonably OK. 
November: Losing streak and not in the playoff picture by 
American Thanksgiving. December: 
https://www.tankathon.com/nhl 
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15. Seattle Kraken 81.7 

Last season: 82.0 ↔ 

Optimist Matt: Meh, we’re back to the expansion status quo. 
Our optimism isn’t based around championships, or even 
playoffs, it’s the growth and development of the kids. Matty 
Beniers alone relentlessly backchecking in his sole 
preseason game gives me all the optimism I need. 

Pessimist Dave: I just cannot imagine a Dave Hakstol-
coached team being competitive. It’s like we’re playing a 
minor-league system against major-league opposition. What 
truly frightens me is if it stunts the development of Beniers 
and Shane Wright and others long term. 

16. Washington Capitals 80.5 

Last season: 55.4 ↑↑↑ 

Optimist Mike: I don’t think it can be underestimated how 
much the goaltending uncertainty meant to the Capitals over 
the past couple of years. If Darcy Kuemper can just be a 
steady presence behind them and not give up an automatic 
one bad goal a game, I think you could see the team in front 
of him play a little looser. 

Pessimist Sam: They’re so old. 

17. Anaheim Ducks 80.4 

Last season: 23.9 ↑↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Evan: We aren’t gonna be good but we’ll be better 
than we were last year. At least our GM knows it’s time to 
rebuild now. 

Pessimist Raphael: Here is what I see happening: Trevor 
Zegras turns some strange career AHLer into an offensive 
weapon but struggles with consistency as he is faced by the 
opponent’s top defensive line night after night. Troy Terry’s 
goal scoring comes back to Earth and he gets to 20, 22 tops. 
Cam Fowler and the entire Ducks defense is exposed 
without the Hampus Lindholm safety blanket. John Gibson 
starts the season on an absolute heater before figuring out 
that this team is not going anywhere near the playoffs and 
giving up in mid-December. Klingberg, Shattenkirk and 
Kulikov are dealt at the deadline and the Ducks finish the 
season on a 2-11-3 streak, still not enough to get them close 
to the Coyotes, Blackhawks and Flyers in the league’s 
basement. Drysdale and Zegras’ ELCs end with the Ducks 
unable to capitalize on the cap space they opened up, and 
the team doesn’t even get a top 5 pick out of this. 

18. Toronto Maple Leafs 80.0 

Last season: 62.2 ↑↑ 

Optimist Mike: I have hope because the lack of hope as a 
Leafs fan is abject suffering, and we haven’t had enough 
success out of this version of the team yet to sustain us until 
the next round of hope.  

Pessimist Nathan: Imagine trying to be optimistic when your 
team is betting on Matt Murray. 

19. Pittsburgh Penguins 79.6 

Last season: 25.9 ↑↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Jim: Crosby and Malkin are Wyatt and Doc in the 
last ride at the end of Tombstone. 

Pessimist David: Management brought back the same team 
that’s lost in the first round of the playoffs four seasons in a 
row. Why would anything be different this season? 

20. St. Louis Blues 77.4 

Last season: 84.3 ↓ 

Optimist McFly: Lying to myself is the only way I can get out 
of bed in the morning. 

Pessimist Stuart: I’m happy with the deals locking up the 
core of the franchise, but it’s hard not to look at the upcoming 
season without a healthy dose of skepticism. I think it’s 
unlikely we outperform expectations again without the 
addition of some defense and that’s hard to address with the 
future free-agent situation. 

21. Dallas Stars 76.8 

Last season: 89.4 ↓↓ 

Optimist Brian: Excited to play with a transition and offensive 
system that wasn’t created before Bowness was born in the 
Stone Age. I think it will not only unlock Miro Heiskanen to a 
new level, it will free up players like Tyler Seguin and Jamie 
Benn to contribute again (not to the level of their prime but at 
least 50-65 point players). 

Pessimist Russell: This team will not realistically compete for 
Stanley Cups until the Benn and Seguin contracts are off the 
books. This team is good enough to make the playoffs and 
lose early, that’s it. That just means we’ll never get high draft 
picks and stay in this mediocre lane forever. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 71.3 

Last season: 62.3 ↑ 

Optimist Matt: I read an article once that compared the 
connectivity between life partners to the connectivity 
between a fan and their favourite sports team. The 
conclusion was that the fan/team relationship was more likely 
to endure than the life partner relationship. After reading that 
article I gave up struggling and just accepted I will cheer for 
this team and not enjoy any minute of it. This year? A strong 
forward group, peak net minding, fun coaching, questionable 
defense, an aging and fleeting prospect pool, zero cap 
space, Aquaman, and questionable third jersey choices. 
What’s not to be hopeful for! Optimistic and hopeful! 

Pessimist Chris: We’re a capped-out fringe team with a 
meddling owner, and no real path to contention. Barely 
making the playoffs and living in mediocrity is really all we 
can hope for.  

23. Vegas Golden Knights 71.0 

Last season: 84.4 ↓↓ 

Optimist Josh: Vegas is obviously in a weird spot. The cap 
shenanigans have resulted in a very thin team on the ice. But 
I still think that this group has a ton of talent. With some luck 
on the health front they should be a playoff team. And maybe 
with the league finally underestimating them for the first time 
since Year 1, some of that old magic will spark back up. 
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Pessimist Adam: The cap gymnastics the franchise is having 
to perform every year would be worth it if the team was a 
nailed-on Cup contender, but the fact is this team’s ceiling 
may be the first round of the playoffs. I can’t get the Fleury 
trade out my head. Was it worth it? Absolutely not. If all we 
are going to be is a middle-of-the-road team, give me the 
Flower to root for any day. 

24. Boston Bruins 69.2 

Last season: 75.7 ↓ 

Optimist Adam: Though I have little optimism beyond this 
season due to the Bruins’ near-complete inability to draft and 
develop young talent during the Sweeney-Neely regime, this 
year feels like the last hurrah for a special group of guys. I 
truly believe that the Bruins will empty the tank and make a 
good run this year. They probably don’t have the forward 
depth to get past the second round, but nothing they achieve 
this year will be surprising. 

Pessimist Brendan: The team has an obvious cliff that they 
are heading towards, yet they seem to have done nothing to 
turn away from it. The season is totally based on hope for 
best case scenarios. I hope they can weather the first couple 
of months until everyone is healthy. I hope David Krejci can 
be some semblance of his past self. I hope Patrice Bergeron 
can have one more season where he stays healthy and 
ageless. That feels like too many things to be hoping for, for 
them to ask to work out. 

25. Nashville Predators 65.3 

Last season: 19.4 ↑↑↑↑ 

Optimist Austin: I was in favor of the team rebuilding over the 
last couple seasons, but that clearly isn’t happening, and the 
Preds did improve in the offseason. Time to enjoy this ride 
until it falls off the tracks and winds up in salary cap hell. 

Pessimist Brent: They should be good enough to make the 
playoffs. But they aren’t good enough to actually make noise 
in the playoffs and there’s seemingly no path that will get 
them to that point in the next few years. It’s much more likely 
that they collapse and spend several years being completely 
non-competitive than it is that they rise up and compete with 
the league’s best. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 47.0 

Last season: 68.4 ↓↓ 

Optimist Michael: It’s the optimism of an early rebuild! We’re 
just a hop, skip and Connor Bedard away from greatness! 

Pessimist Mike: I’m optimistic about the next decade overall, 
but I’m pretty sure this year is going to suck. 

27. New York Islanders 43.0 

Last season: 98.9 ↓↓↓↓↓ 

Optimist Jay: Last year was an anomaly with the long road 
trip, COVID, only having half a team on the ice when the rest 
of the league got to cancel games. Isles have a very good 
team. Best goalie duo, solid defense corps, and an 
underrated group of forwards who can score goals. Lambert 
is familiar with the group. Beware the Island. 

Pessimist Doug: Apparently the strategy is to pretend last 
year didn’t happen. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 38.5 

Last season: 20.6 ↑↑ 

Optimist Mike: I am optimistic they will compete for last 
place. 

Pessimist John: Travis Boyd is our first-line center, and we’re 
about to bear a season of bad “college arena” jokes … 
c’mon. 

29. Winnipeg Jets 38.2 

Last season: 98.6 ↓↓↓↓↓↓ 

Optimist Mo: Felt super depressed about the state of the Jets 
until camp. Hearing Rick Bowness call a spade a spade and 
going directly at issues rather than trying to spin things a la 
Paul Maurice is a huge change for the better. Don’t care if all 
of Blake Wheeler, Mark Scheifele and Pierre-Luc Dubois all 
depart. Don’t care if we don’t win now. Just want an honest 
effort. Do I think the team is going to set records? No. But 
Manitobans will grow to appreciate the honesty Bones 
exudes. 

Pessimist Dan: The Jets are stagnant, uninspired and the 
picture of a franchise that believes too much in its own 
bullshit. Maybe I’ll just cheer for the Sabres this year. 

30. San Jose Sharks 21.2 

Last season: 21.5 ↔ 

Optimist Nikki: We are going to be very bad! But this lack of 
any expectation is kind of liberating. Back in the early ’90s, 
when the team was playing in a converted rodeo arena that 
smelled like cows all year long, losing by less than two goals 
was an accomplishment worth cheering. I’m reclaiming that 
naïve enthusiasm for what I expect will be a season full of 
pain. 

Pessimist Shame: Mike Grier seems like a really cool guy, 
but right now I have no way of knowing if he’s good at his 
new job. Even if he is, it’ll be ages before his good decisions 
start to pay off. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 11.2 

Last season: 83.2 ↓↓↓↓↓↓↓ 

Optimist P: Patrick Kane is still on the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Pessimist Jeremy: I’m worried Bedard might Lindros us. 
We’re in that bad of shambles. 

Pessimist Tom: Zero out of 100. A barren wasteland that will 
end in the, like, fourth pick in the draft because we defaulted 
on mortgaging our souls to the devil for some really fun 
hockey a decade ago. 

Blackhawks fans got an extra comment out of pity. 

32. Philadelphia Flyers 1.7 

Last season: 75.3 ↓↓↓↓↓↓↓ 

We’re just going to go through some of the best negative 
responses here. There were almost 600 of them. I think two 
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“optimists” left actual comments. Apologies to them, but 
there’s no point. Also, a couple people wrote poems. 

• Be serious. 

• I have never been less optimistic for any team across any 
sport ever. 

• I don’t have all day to write a novel about all of the reasons 
why I’m dreading this season, but a lot of them are 
subheadings of the broader topic “Chuck Fletcher has 
destroyed this franchise and is somehow still on their 
payroll.” 

• I’d be more hopeful if I was watching a planet-killer asteroid 
hurtling towards me.  

• I hate the Flyers and the Flyers hate me. 

• I’m expecting an arch reading “Abandon All Hope Ye Who 
Enter Here” being installed in front of the Wells Fargo Center 
this season. 

Enjoy the season, everyone.

 

Carolina Hurricanes place forward Jordan Martinook on waivers  

The Carolina Hurricanes placed forward Jordan Martinook on 
waivers on Friday. The Canes are hoping Martinook, 
regarded as a fan favorite, clears waivers on Saturday and 
remains part of the team, but the move is about maximizing 
roster flexibility ahead of opening night, general manager 
Don Waddell said. 

Martinook carries a $1.8 million AAV, and his salary jumps to 
$2.7 million next year. That number might prevent teams 

from picking him up, but it remains to be seen whether he’ll 
remain with the Canes. 

Martinook, 30, was traded to Carolina by the Arizona 
Coyotes in the 2018 NHL Draft, along with Arizona’s fourth-
round pick, for forward Marcus Kruger and a third-round pick. 
He played three seasons in Arizona prior to joining Carolina. 
Martinook scored an NHL career-high 15 goals in his first 
season with the Canes, and signed a two-year contract with 
the team in January 2019.
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NHL 2022-23 awards predictions: McDavid vs. Makar for Hart? Plus the big Patrick Kane 
trade question 

Can Auston Matthews top Connor McDavid for the Hart 
Trophy for a second straight season? Or is Cale Makar the 
real threat to McDavid’s best-in-game status? Who are the 
early favorites for what look like tight contests for the Vezina 
and Calder trophies? And which team will win the Patrick 
Kane sweepstakes? 

The 2022-23 NHL season is upon us, and that means it’s 
time for The Athletic to ask its staff for their predictions. We’ll 
have team picks — like the Stanley Cup winner and the full 
playoff field — on Monday. For now, we start with all the 
major awards, plus the Kane question that will be hanging 
over the league until the Blackhawks star is dealt. 

To pick apart the results of our polling, provide context and 
give us a healthy critique, we’ve brought in senior national 
writer Sean Gentille, analytics guru Shayna Goldman and 
NHL betting expert Jesse Granger. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his 
team. Voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association (PHWA). 

Connor McDavid 69.2% 

Cale Makar 12.8% 

Auston Matthews  7.7% 

Kirill Kaprizov 5.1% 

Leon Draisaitl 2.6% 

Nathan MacKinnon 2.6% 

Gentille: This feels about right, given how last season played 
out, yeah? I’m not trying to knock Matthews — he was 
spectacular and deserved the votes he got — but voters get 
tired of voting for the same guy. It’s human nature. We see it 
in the NBA all the time. Now, after a nice little break, 
everyone is going to feel fine with checking the McDavid box 
again. It’s a boring choice, but it’s also probably going to be 
correct. 

Granger: It’s no surprise McDavid ran away with this vote, as 
oddsmakers have him as the favorite to win his third Hart 
Trophy, at +300. The real betting value here is with Makar, 
who was the clear second option among our voters — 5 
percent clear of the third option — but has only the eighth-
best odds at the sportsbook. At 15-to-1, Makar has plenty of 
value if you agree with our writers that he’s second most 
likely to be the league’s MVP. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the leading goal scorer at the end of the regular 
season. 

Auston Matthews 82.1% 

Connor McDavid 7.7% 

Kirill Kaprizov 2.6% 

Leon Draisaitl 2.6% 

Mika Zibanejad 2.6% 

Patrik Laine 2.6% 

Gentille: We don’t have to account for preference on this 
one. The best goal scorer in the NHL is going to score more 
goals than anyone else. Correct. I’m a little surprised Leon 
Draisaitl didn’t get a few more votes, given his power-play 
production. It’s also funny to see Chris Kreider and Alex 
Ovechkin, third and fourth in goals last season, left off 
entirely. I get why it happened, but still. 

Granger: I totally agree — it’s surprising to see so few votes 
for Draisaitl. Matthews rightfully leads the way with an 
over/under goal total of 55.5 this season, according to the 
oddsmakers, but Draisaitl is right behind him at 48.5. The 
only other player with a goal total higher than 45 is Kirill 
Kaprizov at 46.5. If you agree with the 7.7 percent of voters 
who picked McDavid, he’s 12-to-1 to win his first Rocket 
Richard Trophy. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the 
season the greatest all-around ability in the position. Voted 
on by the PHWA. 

Cale Makar 66.7% 

Miro Heiskanen 12.8% 

Roman Josi 7.7% 

Adam Fox 5.1% 

Aaron Ekblad 2.6% 

Charlie McAvoy 2.6% 

Quinn Hughes 2.6% 

Goldman: Makar is basically a lock for Norris contention, but 
it’s interesting to see Victor Hedman fall out of the race here. 
Other than that notable subtraction, it’s nice to see Miro 
Heiskanen jump out as a favorite. He’s in such a good 
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position to succeed in Dallas, where there should be more 
offense at even strength, and he should get more time on the 
top power play (since we all know scoring is such an 
important part of the Norris conversation, right or wrong). 

Gentille: Yeah, everyone is on board with Heiskanen’s leap 
to hyperdrive, and they should be. Eventually, we’re all going 
to be so sick of voting for Makar. Not yet, though. Also, 
Quinn Hughes is going to end up on a lot of ballots. Big year 
coming for that fella. 

Granger: How big of a favorite is Makar to win his second 
straight Norris? He’s a ridiculous +130 to win it, which has an 
implied odds of 43.48 percent. And to be honest, that even 
feels low. 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this 
position. Voted on by the general managers of all 32 NHL 
clubs. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 25.6% 

Igor Shesterkin  25.6% 

Jacob Markstrom  15.4% 

Juuse Saros 15.4% 

Ilya Sorokin 10.3% 

Thatcher Demko  5.1% 

Darcy Kuemper 2.6% 

Goldman: Andrei Vasilevskiy and Igor Shesterkin belong at 
the top of the list, and it’s fitting that there’s a perfect split 
between the best goaltender of the past few years and the 
best goalie right now. Ilya Sorokin’s a fun wild card here, too. 
If the Islanders had been a playoff team last season, he 
would have gotten more attention. Some non-public metrics 
that factor pre-shot movement into goals saved above 
expected showed him as second in the league in the 
category, behind Shesterkin. It obviously depends on how 
busy the Islanders will make him this season, but he’d be a 
fun name to round out the three finalists. Considering how 
much Jacob Markstrom and Juuse Saros generally play, 
though, they’re probably more likely to get a nod. 

Gentille: I’ve been burned too many times before to assume 
Sorokin will follow up his first great season with another great 
season. He might pull it off — the Barry Trotz effect is going 
to carry over, no doubt — but I’m just not cool with locking it 
in. I voted for Markstrom; he’s been good for a long time, and 
voters haven’t gotten bored with him. 

Granger: It feels like there’s been a pleasant shift in how this 
trophy is voted on recently, with more votes going toward 
outstanding goalies who carry average (to below-average) 
teams rather than just handing it to the goalie with the most 
wins. Shesterkin did it last season, and Connor Hellebuyck 

before that. Because of that, my vote went to Saros. He 
doesn’t cover a lot of net with his small frame, but he more 
than makes up for it with elite skating and athleticism. He’s 
capable of stealing a lot of games for the Predators this 
season, and he has the fourth-best odds at 9-to-1. 

Jack Adams Award 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to 
his team’s success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ 
Association. 

Rod Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes  17.9% 

Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights  10.3% 

Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 7.7% 

Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins  7.7% 

Barry Trotz, not currently coaching  5.1% 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators 5.1% 

Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild  5.1% 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers 5.1% 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 5.1% 

Paul Maurice, Florida Panthers 5.1% 

Pete DeBoer, Dallas Stars 5.1% 

ALSO RECEIVING A VOTE: BRAD LARSEN, COLUMBUS 
BLUE JACKETS; BRUCE BOUDREAU, VANCOUVER 
CANUCKS; CRAIG BERUBE, ST. LOUIS BLUES; DEREK 
LALONDE, DETROIT RED WINGS; GERARD GALLANT, 
NEW YORK RANGERS; RICK BOWNESS, WINNIPEG 
JETS; SHELDON KEEFE, TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS; 
TODD MCLELLAN, LOS ANGELES KINGS. 

Gentille: Rod Brind’Amour is now in the Mike Sullivan class; 
voters just assume his teams should be good and penalize 
him for it. I love Jim Montgomery this season for a few 
reasons, beyond the fact he’s a good coach. One: He’s in the 
middle of a comeback from an ugly end to his time in Dallas. 
That resonates with voters. Two: Folks are anticipating some 
early challenges, even if they’re injury-related, and Boston 
should be able to overcome them. No award is more 
narrative-based than the Adams, and Montgomery’s is 
already good. 

Goldman: The real question is where are Jared Bednar and 
Jon Cooper?! Yes, they’re leading very skilled teams, but 
their direction is a crucial part of making it all click. 
Montgomery makes sense, but I also see his Bruins 
predecessor, Bruce Cassidy, having a great chance if he can 
get Vegas back to the playoffs — and with a healthy roster, 
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that seems like a strong possibility. Manage the chaos that 
the Golden Knights management creates and win a trophy. 

Granger: That sound you hear in the background is the 
horde of bettors racing to the sportsbook to bet Brind’Amour 
to win this trophy. Of every award voted on so far, this is the 
first where the consensus top pick isn’t the betting favorite. 
And not only is Brind’Amour not the favorite, but he also has 
the 12th-best odds at 20-to-1. Perhaps even stranger, 
Bednar is the odds-on favorite at the sportsbooks but didn’t 
receive a single vote. Most of these polls have matched 
betting odds, but there’s a disconnect when it comes to this 
one. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first 
year of competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Matty Beniers 38.5% 

Owen Power 33.3% 

Mason McTavish 17.9% 

Shane Wright 5.1% 

Dylan Holloway 2.6% 

JJ Peterka 2.6% 

Granger: No surprises here. Matty Beniers, Owen Power and 
Mason McTavish appear to be the three front-runners, both 
in our voting and the odds. 

Goldman: The top three are favorites for a reason, but 
maybe we’re sleeping on Shane Wright a bit. This was the 
projected first-overall pick for some time, and he could really 
break through on a Kraken roster that needs more offense. 
It’s tough, because votes could easily be split between the 
two Seattle forwards in contention — but one has higher 
expectations than the other, which means Wright could be 
quite a good surprise. 

Kane sweepstakes 

At the end of the season, Kane will be on this team’s roster: 

New York Rangers 30.8% 

Edmonton Oilers 12.8% 

Carolina Hurricanes 10.3% 

Chicago Blackhawks 10.3% 

Buffalo Sabres 7.7% 

New York Islanders 5.1% 

ALSO RECEIVING A VOTE: DETROIT RED WINGS, 
FLORIDA PANTHERS, LOS ANGELES KINGS, NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS, PITTSBURGH PENGUINS, TAMPA BAY 
LIGHTNING, TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS, VEGAS GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS, WASHINGTON CAPITALS. 

Goldman: It seems like everyone’s had Kane to the Rangers 
chalked up for a while, and it makes sense. After last 
season, there’s no question that Artemi Panarin needs a 
right winger. If someone like Vitali Kravtsov can fill that role 
for almost no cap space, that’s the path to take. If not, the 
Rangers probably get spicy and spend a ton for another 
playoff run while their core is at this level. I don’t know how 
the Oilers can pull this off, though, considering their cap and 
asset situation. Someone like the Hurricanes is more 
intriguing — and Kane sure would boost that oomph-per-60 
we can’t stop citing. 

Gentille: I’m projecting here, but I put Kane on the Islanders. 
Lou Lamoriello has had the itch to do something drastic for a 
few months now but hasn’t pulled off anything, and the idea 
of Kane playing with Mathew Barzal is too wonderful for me 
to ignore. They could have enough space to add him at the 
deadline, and Kane is going to dictate where he goes — if 
anywhere.
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Assessing the Hurricanes on defense: Options to start this season, and beyond 

By Cory Lavalette 

Perhaps the most ruthless of PNC Arena’s intermission 
contests is musical chairs. A handful of fans take to the ice 
and, along with mascot Stormy, circle inflatable red chairs, 
trying to not be the one left without a seat when the music 
stops. 

It’s no-holds-barred — contestants will pull out a chair from 
under an opponent, hoping they can plop into one of the 
bouncy seats that prove quite uncooperative when on ice 
and attempting to contain a fast-moving fan. 

With the Hurricanes’ training camp nearly over and 
Wednesday’s season-opening home game against 
Columbus within sight, the music’s about to stop on players 
trying to earn a spot on Carolina’s blue line. 

Eight defensemen, seven chairs. 

The top four are locked in. Brent Burns has made himself at 
home as Jaccob Slavin’s new partner, and Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei are practically work spouses with their longevity 
playing on the second pair. 

But Ethan Bear, Jalen Chatfield, Dylan Couglan and Calvin 
de Haan are all fighting for a roster spot and a place in the 
Hurricanes’ third pairing. Whether it’s a trade or waivers — 
which could result in an assignment to AHL Chicago or even 
being claimed and heading to a new NHL franchise — one 
player likely won’t be in Raleigh when the Hurricanes face 
the Blue Jackets on Oct. 12. 

Another will have to watch from the press box, waiting for a 
chance to jump into the lineup. 

At least no one’s pulling a chair out from under a teammate. 

“I don’t think it’s really me battling against anybody,” 
Chatfield said. “It’s just me versus myself.” 

And the Hurricanes aren’t in a hurry to clear up the most out-
of-focus part of their roster. 

“If we have to make decisions, we’ve got to make a 
decision,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday, “but we’ve 
got some time here.” 

Here’s how things look on the back end as the season 
approaches. 

The odd couple 

Slavin and Burns on the surface seem to have little in 
common. One is soft-spoken and humble, quick to deflect 
praise while instead bestowing it on God. The other is 
arguably the most unique personality in hockey, sporting a 
beard that would make ZZ Top proud and a toothless grin 
that is quick to emerge in just about any situation. 

But they’re also alike. 

Both are fiercely competitive and among the top “I hate 
playing against that guy” defensemen in the league. 

“He’s elite at everything,” Burns said of Slavin. “So it’s fun to 
be able to be close to him and watch it and learn how to play 
with each other out there.” 

Burns looked the look and walked the walk this preseason, 
tying for the team lead with three goals and finishing with five 
points in just two games. Despite their differences, they 
seem like a match made in heaven. 

The Hurricanes have nothing to worry about on the top pair. 

Old reliable 

Is there a steadier tandem in the NHL than Pesce and Skjei? 

Over the past two seasons, the duo has played just shy of 
1,688 minutes together at five-on-five, the fifth most of any 
pairing in the NHL according to Natural Stat Trick. Add in an 
NHL-high 265 minutes, 43 seconds, together on the penalty 
kill, and only one intact pairing in the league — the Rangers’ 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren — has played more together 
in those situations than Pesce and Skjei since the start of the 
2020-21 season. 

Both offer shutdown defense with respectable offense — 
they combined for 16 goals and 51 assists last year — while 
logging more than 21 minutes a night. 

The two American defensemen are the Ford Super Duty 
pickup of defense pairs, hard-working and dependable. 

Bear season 

Last year was far from ideal for Bear, who came over from 
Edmonton in an offseason trade and started the year on 
Carolina’s top pair alongside Slavin. 

He averaged more than 18 minutes a night for the first 16 
games of the season, scoring a goal and adding five assists. 

Then things unraveled when he tested positive for COVID-19 
on Nov. 22 in San Jose. The strict league protocols at the 
time kept Bear on the West Coast in a hotel room and out of 
the lineup for six games. 

In that time, Tony DeAngelo seized his spot on the top 
pairing, and Bear spent the balance of the season in and out 
of the lineup. The year ended with him being a healthy 
scratch for all 14 postseason games, and he finished the 
regular season with five goals and 14 points in 58 games 
while averaging 16:05 a game. 

He also seemed to struggle with his confidence last season, 
and his performance in the preseason games hasn’t allayed 
those concerns. 

He misjudged the speed of Buffalo’s Tage Thompson in last 
Tuesday’s preseason finale, drifting to the middle of the ice 
to defend a potential two-on-one and was unable to recover 
when the Sabres center accelerated past him for a goal. 

The glut of right-handed defensemen among the third-pairing 
candidates — only de Haan is a lefty — takes away an 
advantage Bear normally would have. He also has a cap hit 
of $2.2 million — just $175,000 less than the other three 
blueliners combined. 

He’s versatile and can be used on both the power play and 
penalty kill, and he showed at the start of last season he’s 
capable of playing big minutes. Bear said he used this 
preseason to reboot his career. 
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“That’s exactly what it is, it’s a good reset,” Bear said. 

Bear added he’s more comfortable in Carolina’s system this 
time around. 

“It’s so simple here,” he said. “As long as you’re doing your 
job, you’re making sure you’re ready to go every night and 
that’s all you can take care of, right?” 

Bear has been tied to trade speculation all offseason, not 
surprising given that the Hurricanes gave him permission to 
speak to other teams over the summer before the sides 
avoided arbitration with a one-year agreement. That’s 
nothing new for the 25-year-old, whose name was in the 
rumor mill in Edmonton before he was finally dealt to 
Carolina. 

“I’m kind of used to it now at this point,” he said. “I feel like 
my name gets put out there a lot. It’s kind of just everyday 
life nowadays.” 

Undrafted to NHL 

For whatever reason, the Vancouver Canucks never gave 
Chatfield much of a chance after signing the undrafted 
defenseman to an entry-level contract in March 2017. He 
played three seasons mostly in AHL Utica, getting in 18 
games with the defense-starved Canucks in 2020-21, before 
signing with Carolina last offseason. 

If you ask people with the Hurricanes about Chatfield, they 
light up about what a great fit he is for the team’s system. 

He thrived with AHL Chicago, helping the Wolves to the 
Calder Cup last season, and also flashed his skill in Raleigh 
in 16 games with the Hurricanes. 

“Being able to play games down there and work on the 
systems … that was the biggest thing,” Chatfield said of 
being with the Wolves. “When you can go out and just play 
and not get in your own head and everything’s flowing 
naturally, it’s just gonna be that much better.” 

It was a short offseason after Chicago won the Calder Cup 
on June 25, but that didn’t matter to the 26-year-old 
Chatfield. He said he took one week off and then got back to 
work. 

“Yeah, short, but I just play hockey,” Chatfield said. “So the 
offseason could be a month, two months — I don’t really 
want to be off because, at the end of the day, you don’t play 
this game forever.” 

He’s in the first year of a two-year extension signed in 
January — this year is a two-way deal, next year is one-way 
— and would need to clear waivers to be assigned to 
Chicago. 

Of the four players battling at the bottom of the depth chart, 
Chatfield brings the most energy. He’s a good skater who 
can accelerate and change directions quickly. There’s also a 
physical aspect to his game, as shown when he made a big 
hit in the Buffalo game that led to a fight. 

“Chatty’s really got a great motor,” Skjei said. “He can really 
defend, he’s fast and is quick on pucks.” 

If the Hurricanes have to put the right-handed Chatfield on 
waivers, you can bet they’ll be holding their breath hoping to 

keep a player they believe can be a valuable piece to the 
defense. 

“I’m prepared to be able to step in and play games this year,” 
Chatfield said. “I know I am, and I’m ready to do that.” 

Sin City to Raleighwood 

Don’t call Coghlan a throw-in from the Max Pacioretty trade. 
What the 24-year-old lacks in experience he makes up for in 
wow factor. 

The right-handed Coghlan, undrafted like Chatfield, played 
88 games over the last two seasons with the Golden Knights, 
scoring six goals and totaling 19 points. You should expect 
more this year. 

He’s already been running the point on the team’s second 
power-play unit, and his booming slap shot — he told me it 
hasn’t been timed but believes it would crack 100 miles per 
hour — is complemented by good vision and a quick wrist 
shot. 

“I’m pretty good at taking a look around before the puck even 
comes to me, so I know if it’s a smart shot or dumb shot,” he 
said. “I would say if I’m trying to create a scoring chance, just 
the quicker shot. But if I’m trying to score on my own, yeah, 
I’ll wind up for one. I think there’s times you can use both of 
them.” 

Based on how he’s been deployed and performed this 
preseason (four assists in the three games), he’s earned a 
spot in the opening night lineup. 

All of his preseason points came on the power play, so he’ll 
need to prove he can both produce and defend at five-on-
five, and the leash likely won’t be too long with other worthy 
options. 

“Obviously the offensive side of the game is my strongest 
side of it,” he said. “One thing Rod talks about is always 
making sure you’re competing out there and working hard, 
and the rest will sort itself out. 

“I feel like the work ethic is there, and I feel like I made a 
good case for myself.” 

Second tour of duty 

De Haan is back after earning a one-year, $850,000 deal off 
his PTO. It will be his second time playing for the Hurricanes 
— he signed a four-year, $18.2 million contract in the 
summer of 2018 only to be traded to Chicago after one 
season. 

Despite any hard feelings about his quick departure last time 
around, de Haan said there was a reason he took the PTO in 
Carolina. 

“I want a chance to win and I think this team’s got a good 
opportunity,” he said. “At the same time, I think I can help 
and be a part of this team.” 

De Haan brings a few key elements to the defensive depth 
chart: experience, penalty killing and a left-handed shot. 

“I think a veteran presence on the blue line, and we all know 
the game is about keeping the puck out of your net,” 
Brind’Amour said after de Haan’s contract was announced. 
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“Because you just gotta have it. I think there’s a guy that’s 
been around. He’s obviously been here before, so he 
understands how we want to play. And then the guys that 
you can count on, I think that’s really what he’s all about.” 

De Haan’s never going to blow up the box score — he has 
19 goals and 119 points in 520 career regular season 
games, including just six goals and 18 points in his last 142 
— but he’s a steady defender who can kill penalties and 
stays out of the penalty box. 

He’s had just 195 PIMs in his career (0.375 per game), a far 
departure from what Ian Cole (1.11 PIMs per game in 2021-
22) and Brendan Smith (0.8 PIMs per game) had last 
season. 

That’s big for a team that had the league’s best penalty kill 
last year (88 percent) but also had a penalty differential of 
minus-46, second worst in the NHL. 

Options abound 

Carolina will have to work some cap magic before the start of 
the season, so the players who end up on the opening roster 

might not be the ones there come Wednesday’s game 
against the Blue Jackets. 

But regardless of the Game 1 lineup, who plays on defense 
for Carolina will be fluid. 

“Just depends really on what’s missing,” Brind’Amour said of 
filling out the bottom of his roster. “So if we’re missing 
(something on special teams), that probably gives a guy a 
leg up. If we’re not, then there’s other attributes that you’ve 
got to fill and move on and have everything covered as a 
group.” 

The positive news is the team believes all the options are 
good ones. 

“They all bring different things,” Skjei said. “I don’t know what 
the coach’s mindset is, but obviously it’s nice to have those 
different options. … It’s a good problem to have for us, for 
sure.”
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Jordan Martinook on waivers: What are the Hurricanes doing? This. 

Carolina is doing salary cap gymnastics ahead of the start of 
the 2022-23 season 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes put forward Jordan Martinook 
on waivers Friday, a move that surprised many since the 30-
year-old is an alternate captain and has been a key leader in 
helping turn around the franchise. 

But this is a business, and that’s what this move is about. 

Let’s unpack how we got here and where we’re headed (with 
a lot of help from CapFriendly.com). 

The salary cap ceiling for the 2022-23 season is $82.5 
million, and the Hurricanes currently have a cap hit of 
$86,904,417 with the NHL maximum of 23 players on the 
roster. 

The roster number doesn’t account for two injured players, 
Max Pacioretty and Jake Gardiner, or Derek Stepan, who will 
likely be signed off his player tryout once the team positions 
itself to be cap compliant. 

One move will be shifting Gardiner, who suffered a setback 
in his rehab after missing all of last season, and his $4.05 
million cap hit to long-term injured reserve (LTIR). 

The goal from there will be for Carolina to get as close as 
possible to the top of its LTIR pool of $86.55 million ($82.5M 
plus $4.05M) for Monday’s 5 p.m. roster deadline. The closer 
the Hurricanes get to that ceiling, the more cap space they’ll 
have for the season. 

There’s still work to be done. To sign Stepan, Carolina needs 
to clear a roster spot and be cap compliant. 

The Hurricanes probably don’t want to carry eight 
defensemen, but placing either Ethan Bear or Jalen Chatfield 
on waivers could lead to them being claimed. Teams have 
been tied to Bear in trade rumors (Vancouver and Ottawa 
have both been mentioned), while Chatfield is inexpensive 
($762,500 cap hit) and would be attractive to teams tight 
against the cap. 

Why risk losing an asset for nothing when you potentially 
don’t have to? 

Enter Martinook. The veteran winger can still contribute to an 
NHL lineup but carries a $1.8 million cap hit for the next two 
seasons. Furthermore, his contract is backloaded — he 
makes $1.8 million in cash this season, but it climbs 150% to 
$2.7 million in 2023-24. 

The cap-strapped teams who might want an energy player 
like Martinook will likely look at his cap hit and bristle. The 
handful of teams that could fit him under the cap probably 
aren’t enamored with committing to paying him $4.5 million 
for two years, especially for a player who has played 148 of a 
possible 226 regular season games (65.5%) the past three 
seasons due to injuries. 

So that’s one benefit of putting Martinook on waivers. The 
other is he makes more than $1.125 million, the maximum 
amount a team is allowed to “bury” in the minors. So to get 
as close as possible to that $86.55 million LTIR pool on 
Monday, Carolina would still use $675,000 ($1.8M minus 
$1.125M) toward their cap. This is why Martinook and not 
Stefan Noesen is on waivers. The team can also send Jack 
Drury or even Seth Jarvis to the Wolves at will (both are 
waivers-exempt), but it doesn’t help the cap situation. 

Anyway, burying Martinook’s salary would put the Hurricanes 
$770,583 from the LTIR pool ceiling. All that is left to do at 
that point is to sign Stepan (I’m sure he would take $20,583 
more than the $750,000 NHL minimum if Carolina asked 
him) and enter their roster on Monday. 

One small problem: The Hurricanes want Martinook on the 
team. 

That, of course, would require making both cap and roster 
space. Here we go again. 

If things go according to plan, the LTIR space will be set and 
locked in by Tuesday at 5 p.m. This is when we look back at 
the defense. As previously mentioned, I believe the team 
would prefer to have seven defensemen, and Bear’s $2.2 
million cap hit is a bit steep for a player who appears to be 
on the outside looking in on the depth chart. That said, he 
still has value — remember, why give up an asset when you 
can get something for it? 

The good news is that by getting under the cap first, the 
Hurricanes don’t have to trade a defenseman from a position 
of weakness. They don’t have to trade Bear or anyone, it 
would just delay the return of Martinook. (By the way, I don’t 
believe, based on GM Don Waddell’s comments, Martinook 
would be expected to report to the Chicago Wolves unless 
things drag out.) 

All of this is contingent on Martinook clearing waivers. If he 
doesn’t — well, we’ll cross that bridge when it happens.
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Hurricanes place Martinook on waivers 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes had to make tough 
decisions to trim their roster down to 23 players before 
Wednesday's season opener, and that meant placing 
forward Jordan Martinook on waivers Friday. 

Martinook joined the Hurricanes in 2018 and has become a 
fan favorite. He has been an alternate captain the previous 
three seasons. 

“It’s vital that we maximize our flexibility prior to finalizing the 
opening day roster. Our expectation is that Jordan will be a 
part of our group as we try to bring a championship to 

Raleigh this season," said Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell. 

If Martinook is claimed by another NHL team, that team will 
assume his existing contract. Martinook has two years 
remaining on his deal and is due to make $1.8M this season 
and $2.7M next season. 

If Martinook is not claimed, he can join the Hurricanes' AHL 
team.

 

 

 

Notebook: Down To The Nitty Gritty 

Taking a look at the current state of the Canes schedule and 
few updates on the health front... 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Since the first on-ice session of the team's 
training camp back on September 22, the Canes had been 
split into two groups, each taking the ice at separate times. 

However, following Tuesday's preseason finale in Buffalo 
and the subsequent 17 roster moves that transpired 
Wednesday and Thursday, the whole unit has been compact 
into one session, getting down to business in the days 
leading up to their regular season opener. 

"Our Schedule Is Pretty Open..." 

After being one of the last teams to begin their exhibition 
schedule on September 27, the Canes became one of the 
first to finish their shortened, five-game slate earlier this 
week. To be exact, 28 teams played at least one preseason 
game before Carolina's inaugural tune-up against Tampa 
Bay, and 28 teams will play at least one preseason game 
after the reigning Metropolitan Division champions finished 
their run Tuesday in Buffalo. 

Giving them a full seven days in between game action, the 
layoff is longer than most teams have.  

Is that a good thing? Is it a bad thing? Does it matter? 

"I think I like it because it gets you time to really dial in. You 
get good practices, good discussion and all of that time with 

the players, but I know obviously we worry about being up to 
game speed," Canes Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said of 
the break. 

"We want to cross our t's and dot our i's so that way there's 
no gaps in anything when we get going," he continued. 
"Repetition is the way to hammer things home and we want 
to make sure that we have covered everything that we have 
needed to." 

The hour-long skates at Invisalign Arena are certainly 
providing that time for the crew to get their business in order, 
but Brind'Amour also said that if it were up to him, training 
camp wouldn't be so long. 

"I think they need one (preseason) game, then go play 
[regular season contests]. They come in in shape, they come 
in ready to go, so I do worry. We've been doing this (training 
camp) for two or three weeks now and I think we could've 
played three or four days into this. Every team... It is a little 
bit of a concern."  

Getting Back To 100% 

Perhaps a portion of why Brind'Amour suggests that lead-up 
to the regular season opener is too long is because he's 
seen some of his players go down in recent days. 

Defenseman Brett Pesce did not skate Thursday or Friday 
after leaving Monday's victory over Columbus with a lower-
body injury. Forward Stefan Noesen was held out of Friday's 
skate as well. 
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"We certainly don't want anything lingering into the season 
as we get started," Brind'Amour said of the absences, 
labeling both as a precaution. "Anybody that has any kind of 
nicks, you're not going to see them out here right now." 

On the positive side of things, blueliner Dylan Coghlan was 
able to get his bearings back under him after departing 
Tuesday's contest in Buffalo with a lower-body injury of his 
own. The first-year Hurricane was a full participant in both 
practices since. 

Odds & Ends 

 After wearing #4 for preseason play, defenseman 
Calvin de Haan will be switching to uniform #44. 
The left-handed defenseman signed a one-year 
contract with the team on October 1 and previously 
wore #44 when he played in Carolina for the 2018-
19 season. 

 Doors for Wednesday's regular season opener at 
PNC Arena against the Columbus Blue Jackets will 
open at 5:30 p.m. - 90 minutes before puck drop. 90 
minutes will remain customary for all Saturday and 
Sunday home games, while weekday games will 
have a standard door opening of 60 minutes prior to 
puck drop. 

 Forward Jordan Martinook was placed on waivers 
by the team Friday. ""In our situation, it's vital that 
we maximize our flexibility prior to finalizing the 
opening day roster next week. Our expectation is 
that Jordan will be a part of our group as we try to 
bring a championship to Raleigh this season." - 
President & General Manager Don Waddell 

 The Canes are off on Saturday but will return to 
practice Sunday morning.

 

 

 

Super 16: Avalanche enter season No. 1, Lightning No. 2 

Hurricanes, Panthers, Rangers round out top five 

The regular season began Friday and one of the two teams 
in action is ranked in NHL.com's final preseason Super 16. 

The Nashville Predators, who are No. 12, won 4-1 against 
the San Jose Sharks, unranked and without a single voting 
point from the staff members who participated in the weekly 
Super 16 power rankings, on Friday and they'll play again 
Saturday in the 2022 NHL Global Series at O2 Arena in 
Prague. 

But the Predators are the fourth-ranked team from the 
Central Division behind the Colorado Avalanche (No. 1), St. 
Louis Blues (No. 9) and Minnesota Wild (No. 10). The Dallas 
Stars are also in the Super 16 at No. 14, making the Central 
the only division with five teams ranked. 

The Metropolitan and Atlantic divisions each have four teams 
ranked. The Pacific Division has three. 

The 13 NHL.com and LNH.com staff members who make up 
the panel that ultimately decides which team is ranked where 
will be offering their thoughts on why they ranked a certain 
team where they did. 

Each of the members puts together his or her version of what 
they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are submitted 
and a point total assigned to each. The team that is selected 
first is given 16 points, second gets 15, third 14, and so on 
down to No. 16, who gets one point. 

Here is the Super 16 as the NHL season is about to get 
underway, with thoughts from the staff members whose 
individual rankings are below: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE 

Total points: 207 

"The Avalanche are the defending Stanley Cup champions, 
which is why they are No. 1. They return 10 forwards and 
five defensemen who were regulars in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs last season. They're also getting defenseman 
Samuel Girard back after he missed most off the Stanley 
Cup run with a broken sternum. They have all the ingredients 
to repeat, including a championship pedigree and the 
experience of winning, two things they did not have at this 
point last season. With both, they should be better equipped 
for a championship run. Alexandar Georgiev has to prove he 
can be a No. 1 goalie. He replaces Darcy Kuemper, who was 
10-4 with a 2.57 goals-against average and .902 save 
percentage in the playoffs last season. Georgiev is the 
Avalanche's biggest question mark, but they're not a team 
that relies on getting A-plus goaltending to win. They just 
need Georgiev to be good as Kuemper was, and the talent 
can do the rest." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

2. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Total points: 188 

"The Lightning return most of the core of the team that 
reached the Stanley Cup Final the past three seasons, 
including forwards Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point and 
Nikita Kucherov, defenseman Victor Hedman and goalie 
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Andrei Vasilevskiy. Losing defenseman Ryan McDonagh and 
forward Ondrej Palat will hurt, but they'll have full seasons 
with forwards Nicholas Paul and Brandon Hagel, and 
defenseman Philippe Myers has a ton of potential. They now 
have the one thing they lacked the past two seasons: the 
anger that comes with losing. The Lightning came up two 
wins short of something no team had done since the New 
York Islanders won the Cup four straight years (1980-83). 
Now you're taking a talented team and giving them more 
motivation? To me, that's a championship recipe." -- Adam 
Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Total points: 176 

"Carolina is a good candidate to win the Stanley Cup 
because it has upgraded around an already strong group of 
forwards in Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, and 
defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce. The Hurricanes 
solidified their top six among forwards with the acquisition of 
Max Pacioretty and top four among defensemen with the 
addition of Brent Burns. Pacioretty is recovering from an 
Achilles injury, but he should be back for the playoffs. 
Carolina was without its most consistent regular-season 
goalie during the playoffs last spring when Frederik 
Andersen was out with a knee injury, so his return is a key to 
any success. When healthy, the power play will be bolstered 
by the additions of Pacioretty and Burns. Forward Seth 
Jarvis will be expected to follow up a sensational rookie 
season. Carolina also has one of the most respected 
coaches in the NHL in Rod Brind'Amour. The Hurricanes 
make it happen this season." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

4. FLORIDA PANTHERS 

Total points: 158 

"The Panthers won the Presidents' Trophy last season and 
are likely to be one of the top teams in the NHL again this 
season. True, they lost forward Jonathan Huberdeau, but 
acquiring forward Matthew Tkachuk, who brings offense as 
well as physicality, will bring an element that the team was 
missing. Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight form one of 
the better goalie tandems and most of the defensemen 
return from last season. Combine that with the addition of 
new coach Paul Maurice, who ranks seventh in NHL history 
in wins (775), and the Panthers have all the ingredients 
necessary to rebound with a big playoff run after getting 
swept by the Lightning in the second round. They're good 
enough to win the Stanley Cup." -- David Satriano, staff 
writer 

5. NEW YORK RANGERS 

Total points: 152 

"The Rangers can win the Stanley Cup this season because 
they have elite goaltending with Igor Shesterkin, an 
abundance of skill up front led by Artemi Panarin, Mika 
Zibanejad and Chris Kreider, a top-four on defense with 
Adam Fox, Ryan Lindgren, Jacob Trouba and K'Andre Miller 
that rivals any top four in the NHL, excellent coaching and 
plenty of experience gained from a long run in the playoffs 
last season. Their biggest area of concern is who will play 
the left side opposite Braden Schneider on their third 
defense pair. You know you're entering the season in a good 

place when one spot on your third defense pair is your 
biggest concern. It's why I ranked them third behind 
Colorado and Tampa Bay, and why they're in Stanley Cup-
or-bust mode." -- Rosen 

6. CALGARY FLAMES 

Total points: 136 

"The Flames can win the Stanley Cup this season because 
they have a star goalie who can handle a heavy workload in 
Jacob Markstrom, a fresh look offensively with the additions 
of forwards Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri, a defense that 
now includes MacKenzie Weegar, an outstanding coach in 
Darryl Sutter and an attitude fueled by the loss to the 
Edmonton Oilers in the Western Conference Second Round 
after winning the Pacific Division last season. They have a lot 
to overcome following the departures of their top two scorers 
(forwards Johnny Gaudreau and Tkachuk), but Huberdeau 
and Kadri should ease the blow. It's why I ranked them 
behind Colorado and Edmonton in the West, but I think the 
Flames are driven to prove they have a roster that can be 
tops in the NHL." -- Brian Compton, managing editor 

7. EDMONTON OILERS 

Total points: 132 

"The Oilers can win the Stanley Cup this season because 
they learned from the experience of reaching the Western 
Conference Final last season and are ready to take the next 
step. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl got a taste of 
success in the playoffs last season and the forwards are 
hungry for more. More consistency in net with the addition of 
goalie Jack Campbell, who signed a five-year contract as an 
unrestricted free agent, will also help. Edmonton was 26-9-3 
in 38 games after Jay Woodcroft replaced Dave Tippett as 
coach last season and will continue to improve over a full 
season with Woodcroft behind the bench. This is why I 
ranked Edmonton sixth in our preseason poll." -- Tom Gulitti, 
staff writer 

8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Total points: 120 

"The biggest foe between the Maple Leafs and their first 
Stanley Cup championship since 1967 is the person each 
player sees looking back at them in the mirror every day. In 
other words, the main obstacle the Maple Leafs must 
overcome is themselves. This team has a generational talent 
in center Auston Matthews, legitimate all-star forwards in 
Mitchell Marner and William Nylander, a point-per-game No. 
2 center in John Tavares, a No. 1 defenseman in Morgan 
Rielly, and established NHL goalies in Matt Murray and Ilya 
Samsonov. What it doesn't have is a postseason series win 
since 2004. If the Maple Leafs can get over the mental 
hurdle of winning that first round, they have the talent to go 
all the way. But that's a big if." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Total points: 109 

"The Blues can win the Stanley Cup because many of the 
players who helped them win the first in franchise history in 
2019 are still there. Forward Vladimir Tarasenko went from 
asking a trade to leading the Blues with 82 points last 
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season. He and fellow forwards Robert Thomas and Ryan 
O'Reilly should be productive again this season. Forward 
Jordan Kyrou brings excellent skating and production. Goalie 
Jordan Binnington can be hit and miss, but he's buoyed by a 
defense that includes Colton Parayko, Torey Krug, Nick 
Leddy and Justin Faulk. Getting through the Avalanche isn't 
the easiest task, as the Blues know (they lost to them in the 
Western Conference First Round in 2020-21 and the second 
round last season), but if they can top the Avalanche, 
another title could be theirs." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

10. MINNESOTA WILD 

Total points: 89 

"The Wild can win the Stanley Cup this season because they 
have one of the best players on the planet in Kirill Kaprizov. 
At 25, the forward will reach new heights in his third NHL 
season. Kevin Fiala is gone, but the Wild have a promising 
crop of young forwards in the likes of Matt Boldy and Marco 
Rossi. Boldy, 21, had a great NHL start with 39 points (14 
goals, 25 assists) in 47 games last season and Rossi will be 
a factor on the power play in his first season after dealing 
with serious health issue in early 2021. On defense, veteran 
goalie Marc-Andre Fleury will be an even better version of 
the 32-year-old goaltender he was in his first season in 
Vegas in 2017-18. He'll have great support by a group of 
solid defensemen like Jonas Brodin, Matt Dumba, Jared 
Spurgeon and Calen Addison." -- Robert Laflamme, 
LNH.com senior writer 

11. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Total points: 73 

"The Penguins can win the Stanley Cup because, despite 
the fact the core of forwards Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and defenseman Kris Letang are in their mid-30s, they're still 
the straws that stir the drink. Crosby had 84 points, tied for 
the Penguins lead with forward Jake Guentzel. Letang was 
third with 68 points. Malkin missed half the season but still 
had 42 points in 41 games. When there are injuries, coach 
Mike Sullivan has a knack for getting the most out of the 
Penguins; approximately 300-man games lost last season, 
yet Pittsburgh finished third in the Metropolitan Division. And 
goalie Tristan Jarry has been steady. The Penguins aren't as 
strong as those I ranked ahead of them, but come playoff 
time they've got the necessary experience." -- Myers 

12. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Total points: 62 

"The No. 1 reason Nashville can win the Cup is that Juuse 
Saros is healthy. The goalie was a finalist for the Vezina 
Trophy last season but missed the Western Conference First 
Round with a lower-body injury, and the Predators were 
swept by the eventual champions, Colorado. But Nashville 
also is a better team with the additions of McDonagh and 
forward Nino Niederreiter. McDonagh is a stout, experienced 
defender who has won the Stanley Cup twice with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. Niederreiter plays well defensively, 
goes to the hard areas offensively and can add scoring at the 
toughest time of year." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

13. LOS ANGELES KINGS 

Total points: 34 

"The Kings took the Oilers, the Western Conference finalist, 
to seven games in the first round last season in their first 
postseason appearance in four seasons. Why can't they be 
better this season? They still have forward Anze Kopitar, 
goalie Jonathan Quick and defenseman Drew Doughty as 
key cogs from their not-too-distant championship past. 
Doughty is healthy after being limited to 39 games last 
season because of a wrist injury. Phillip Danault, a free-
agent addition last season, had a career season (27 goals) in 
2021-22 and remains one of the best shutdown centers in 
the League. The biggest issue for the Kings has been an 
inability to score, finishing with 235 goals, which was 20th in 
the League. In the offseason, the Kings traded for Fiala from 
the Wild and the forward should help. He had a career-best 
33 goals last season." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of 
editorial 

14. DALLAS STARS 

Total points: 31 

"The Stars were one goal away from defeating the Flames in 
the playoffs last season and proved they can play with the 
big boys. Jake Oettinger was outstanding in that series and 
is one of the best younger goalies in the League. The issue 
for them has always been offensive depth, but the free agent 
signing of Mason Marchment, who had 47 points (18 goals, 
29 assists) with the Panthers last season, should help. New 
coach Peter DeBoer has had a history of getting the most out 
of his teams. With restricted free agent forward Jason 
Robertson now signed, they should be a contender well into 
spring." -- Satriano 

15. BOSTON BRUINS 

Total points: 27 

"The Bruins can win the Stanley Cup because, well, it could 
be their last shot for a while. With center Patrice Bergeron 
back and a return to the NHL for center David Krejci, the 
Bruins have likely one more chance to win for their captain 
and the veterans of the 2011 Stanley Cup team. When 
healthy, they have a pretty darn strong top six and an 
excellent defense with a very good tandem in goal in Jeremy 
Swayman and Linus Ullmark. But the issue will be health; not 
only are they without forward Brad Marchand until at least 
late November, No. 1 defenseman Charlie McAvoy until 
December and defenseman Matt Grzelcyk until November, 
but forward Taylor Hall is week to week with an upper-body 
injury. If they can keep pace with the top of the Atlantic 
Division until reinforcements arrive, they can swing into form 
just in time for a lengthy run in the playoffs." -- Amalie 
Benjamin, staff writer 

16. WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

Total points: 22 

"The Capitals can win the Stanley Cup this season because 
their 2018 championship nucleus is still mostly intact and is 
arguably the most experienced leadership group in the NHL. 
Washington will have to start this campaign without two of 
their key forwards, Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson, but it 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 8, 2022 

 

still has plenty of firepower in forwards Alex Ovechkin, 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, T.J. Oshie and Anthony Mantha, and 
defenseman John Carlson to make the playoffs, which they 
haven't missed the past eight seasons. Kuemper, a Stanley 
Cup champion goalie, should provide a huge confidence 
boost to the team, which it seemed to lack at times last 
season with Vitek Vanecek and Samsonov splitting the time 
in net. For the 37-year-old Ovechkin, age still hasn't become 
a factor as he had 50 goals last season. The important 
question is whether the Capitals are more focused on 
helping their captain in his historic chase for Wayne 
Gretzky's all-time goal record or on making another run at 
the Cup. Keep in mind that the only championship they ever 
won came in a season when almost no one predicted them 
to do so." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

Others receiving points: Columbus Blue Jackets 16, Vegas 
Golden Knights 15, Vancouver Canucks 14, New York 
Islanders 5, New Jersey Devils 1, Ottawa Senators 1 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Los Angeles 
Kings; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Dallas Stars; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Ottawa Senators 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. New York Rangers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Columbus Blue Jackets; 13. Los 
Angeles Kings; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Vancouver 
Canucks; 16. New York Islanders 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. New York Rangers; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Dallas Stars 

ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. New 
York Rangers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Nashville Predators; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Florida Panthers; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Vancouver Canucks; 14. 

Washington Capitals; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 
1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Vancouver Canucks; 16. Columbus 
Blue Jackets 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Columbus Blue 
Jackets; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Nashville Predators; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. New 
York Islanders 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. New 
York Rangers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Dallas Stars; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Vancouver Canucks; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Pittsburgh 
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Penguins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. Minnesota 
Wild; 15. Vancouver Canucks; 16. Columbus Blue Jackets

 

Staal contract with Hurricanes could come 'in the near future' 

Forward wants to stay with Carolina, GM optimistic deal can 
be reached 

By Tom Gulitti 

MORRISVILLE, N.C. -- Jordan Staal won't be under contract 
with the Carolina Hurricanes for next season when this 
season starts, but general manager Don Waddell is 
optimistic it won't be long before the forward is signed for 
2023-24. 

"We've had some small talks, so I think it's just something 
that we both have to sit down," Waddell said Friday. "It's not 
going to happen between now and Wednesday [season 
opener against the Columbus Blue Jackets], but I think 
certainly in the near future. I know we want him to stay here 
for sure, and he wants to be here. So we've just got to figure 
it out." 

Staal is in the final season of a 10-year, $60 million contract 
($6 million annual average) he signed July 1, 2012, and can 
become an unrestricted free agent when it expires. Although 
the 34-year-old said after last season that he intended to 
play out the final season on his contract, he clarified his 
comments to NHL.com during the NHL North American 
Player Media Tour in Henderson, Nevada last month and 
made it clear he wants to remain with Carolina. 

"I want to be in the Hurricanes organization for as long as I 
can and I'm sure whether it's an extension now or they re-up 
me at the end of the year or if they're done with me, it will 
happen," Staal said. "That's where I want to be." 

This will be Staal's 11th season with the Hurricanes, 
including the past four as captain, after being acquired in a 
trade with the Pittsburgh Penguins on June 22, 2012. He had 
36 points (17 goals, 19 assists) in 78 regular-season games 
and six points (one goal, five assists) in 14 Stanley Cup 
Playoff games last season. 

Staal attributed his initial comments about playing out his 
contract to the emotions of Carolina's seven-game loss to 
the New York Rangers in the second round of the playoffs. 

"I was actually really thrown off by the question at the time," 
he said. "And after I remember [thinking], 'Did I just screw 
that up?' Because it kind of blew up a little bit." 

Waddell said he never was concerned that Staal didn't want 
to stay. 

"There's always emotions," Waddell said. "I think that with 
the relationship he has with [coach Rod Brind'Amour] and 
the trust that they have in each other, that's a big factor too." 

Waddell also said he hopes to sign Derek Stepan to a 
contract. The 32-year-old forward has been at training camp 
on a professional tryout agreement. 

"We're talking about it," Waddell said. "We're going to talk 
about it again in the next day or so and my gut is we'll end up 
signing him." 

Stepan's contract might have to wait until after Carolina 
submits its opening night roster by the 5 p.m. ET deadline 
Monday and forward Max Pacioretty (torn Achilles tendon) 
and defenseman Jake Gardiner (hip) are placed on long-
term injured reserve. Stepan had 19 points (nine goals, 10 
assists) in 58 regular-season games and did not have a point 
in three playoff games with Carolina last season. 

The Hurricanes placed forward Jordan Martinook on waivers 
Friday. He had 15 points (six goals, nine assists) in 59 
regular-season games and one assist in six playoff games 
last season. 

"It's vital that we maximize our flexibility prior to finalizing the 
opening day roster," Waddell told the Hurricanes website. 
"Our expectation is that Jordan will be a part of our group as 
we try to bring a championship to Raleigh this season."
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The Metropolitan Division Looks the Most Competitive in the NHL 

Every division has the ingredients for a tight playoff race 
down the homestretch. But the Metropolitan Division looks to 
be the closest race of them all. 

By Adam Proteau 

Let’s begin this column by noting that, this off-season, every 
NHL division has grown more competitive.  

In the Pacific Division, the Anaheim Ducks and Vancouver 
Canucks, two teams that narrowly missed being a playoff 
seed last season, both have improved (on paper) lineups. In 
the Central Division, there are six teams – the defending 
Stanley Cup-champion Colorado Avalanche, the Minnesota 
Wild, St. Louis Blues, Nashville Predators, Dallas Stars and 
Winnipeg Jets – that conceivably make it to the post-season. 
And in the Eastern Conference, the Atlantic Division now has 
six teams (Florida, Tampa Bay, Toronto, Boston, Detroit and 
Ottawa) that could make it into the playoffs. There are very 
few teams you’d consider completely out of the playoff race 
before the season begins.   

However, once again, the Metropolitan Division stands out 
as the most competitive division in the league. And all you 
need to do to see this is true is look at the seven of eight 
teams in the Metro, and understand how tight the playoff 
race is likely to be this season.   

At the top of the Metro, it looks like, for the second 
consecutive year, the Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers should finish atop the division. The Canes have one 
of the deepest, fastest, most skilled groups in the entire 
league, while the Rangers have superstars at every key 
position, and one of those stars – goalie Igor Shesterkin – is 
likely to be in the mix once again for the Hart Trophy as the 
NHL’s most valuable player. Unless there are significant 
injury issues, both the Hurricanes and the Blueshirts should 
lead the way in the Metro yet again.   

But after that, the playoff picture in the division gets mighty 
blurry. You can make a strong argument that four of the 
following Metro teams could qualify for the post-season. You 
can also make a slightly less-strong argument that five of the 
following six teams might make it at least to the first round of 
the playoffs.   

First of all, the two teams that captured the last two playoff 
picks in the Metro – the Pittsburgh Penguins and Washington 
Capitals – have not fallen off the pace and are bound and 
determined to stay in the playoffs this coming year. And 
indeed, how can you be cynical about Pens superstar Sidney 
Crosby and Caps superstar Alex Ovechkin making the 
playoffs? Crosby’s team has held on to experienced stars 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang this summer, and they’ve 

added defenseman Jeff Petry to bolster their blueline, and 
they’ll have a full season with trade deadline pickup Rickard 
Rakell. Petry had 21 assists and 27 points while averaging 
22:07 of ice time on an abysmal Montreal Canadiens team. 
Both veterans should make the Pens more dangerous.   

Meanwhile, in D.C., the Caps have also made changes to 
keep them in the playoff hunt. Yes, they’ve got major injuries 
to deal with – star center Nicklas Backstrom and forward 
Tom Wilson are sidelined for a good deal of time – but 
Washington GM Brian MacLellan moved quickly this off-
season to add talent to replace them until they’re healthy 
again. Forward Connor Brown (one of the more underrated 
players in the game, in this writer’s opinion) was acquired via 
trade, and center Dylan Strome was plucked off the free-
agent market. Both those assets can help the Caps as they 
push through the early part of the year, and will be depth 
assets once Wilson and Backstrom return.  

And if you look at CapFriendly’s projected top 12 forwards for 
Washington, you’ll see that only one player – sophomore 
winger Connor McMichael, who had nine goals last year – is 
not in double-digits in goals scored. Washington also has a 
new starting goalie who was the No. 1 goalie on the Cup-
winning Avalanche last season in Darcy Kuemper. Kuemper 
is an upgrade between the pipes for the Caps, but if there is 
a concern about the Capitals, it’s their defense corps, which 
isn’t particularly deep or impressive (outside of star John 
Carlson, of course). Regardless, you certainly can’t count 
Washington out of the playoff mix.   

After that, there are two teams – the New York Islanders and 
Columbus Blue Jackets – that also have a lot of potential to 
be in the playoffs this season. The Islanders are coming off 
an injury-ravaged season, and GM Lou Lamoriello has 
reaffirmed his belief in last year’s roster by making few 
alterations. The Islanders also have one of the league’s top 
netminders in Ilya Sorokin, and he’s capable of giving his 
team a chance to win every night. You don’t want to count 
out the Isles this year.   

You also don’t want to count out the Blue Jackets, who have 
added the biggest available talent in the off-season by 
signing star winger Johnny Gaudreau, who – along with 
winger Patrik Laine and center Boone Jenner – gives 
Columbus one of the best first lines in the game, and their 
second line (center Jack Roslovic, and wingers Jakub 
Voracek and Gustav Nyquist) is nothing to sneer at either. If 
the Blue Jackets’ defense and goaltending hold up, their 
offense has the potential to power them into a lower playoff 
seed.   

Finally, the New Jersey Devils – probably the biggest playoff 
long-shot in the Metro’s top-seven teams – might just 
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surprise people and lock up a post-season spot. The Devils 
used the trade market to improve their third line, dealing with 
Boston to land veteran Erik Haula, and then signed 
unrestricted free agent winger Ondrej Palat to improve their 
first line. They also signed UFA goalie Vitek Vanecek to form 
a decent-enough tandem with Mackenzie Blackwood. Like 
Columbus, New Jersey also doesn’t have the best defense 
corps, but stranger things have happened than an upstart 
Devils team qualifying for the playoffs.   

The only team in the Metro that’s all but guaranteed not to be 
a post-season team is the Philadelphia Flyers, and even 

then, their management appears to have delusions of 
mediocrity and isn’t fully rebuilding right now the way the 
Chicago Blackhawks and Arizona Coyotes are. The Flyers 
just don’t have enough high-quality talent at all positions to 
somehow shock the hockey world and earn a playoff spot.   

As you can see, there are multiple playoff scenarios in the 
Metro. It may make every game hair-raising for NHL 
executives, but it should make for intense, exciting action the 
whole season through. And the Metro should be the most 
competitive division of them all.

 

The Top 100 NCAA Players to Get Excited About for 2022-23 

Our annual list of the most intriguing names in men's hockey 
is here, with plenty of national championship hopefuls and 
NHL prospects. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

A new college season is upon us, which means it is once 
again time for one of my favorite – and most 
vexing – rankings. I've been doing my top 100 NCAA men's 
players for years now and it consistently gets tougher, since I 
end up leaving a lot of worthy names off the list. I suppose 
that's a good problem to have if you're the NCAA, because it 
speaks to just how super-charged that route has been for 
NHL prospects lately. 

As always, I will lay down the ground rules for the newbies: 
My list is not necessarily the best 100 players, but the top 
ones I am excited about. Which is to say that my rankings 
are pretty much all NHL draft picks or first-year eligible 
players I expect to be drafted. And because I only have 100, 
I often demur to freshmen and sophomores versus 
upperclassmen because I've seen the older players already 
and know what they are capable of. 

You will also notice that certain schools get a lot more shine 
than others here. While I do like to get as many programs on 
the list as possible, I'm also not going to compromise. If half 
the Michigan Wolverines make the rankings, so be it. And 
hey, it's very possible a Frozen Four school ends up with 
only one or two names if they have a veteran squad (which 
was the case last year with finalist Minnesota State). 

With all that out of the way, let's get to the list. 

1. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan: A likely top-three pick in the 
2023 draft, Fantilli brings a fantastic combination of size, 
skating and skill to Ann Arbor and coach Brandon Naurato 
has already been impressed with the teen's compete level. 

2. Luke Hughes, D, Michigan: The New Jersey Devils pick 
could very well find himself in the Hobey Baker conversation 
thanks to his immaculate skating and offensive capabilities 
on the back end. 

3. Logan Cooley, C, Minnesota: Taken third overall by the 
Arizona Coyotes this summer, Cooley now gets a chance to 
make an immediate impact with the Gophers, where his 
speed and offensive toolbox will come in handy. 

4. Cutter Gauthier, C, Boston College: Opportunity knocks 
for the freshman and Philadelphia Flyers first-rounder, as the 

Eagles need a top-line pivot. Gauthier's size, shot and two-
way game fit the bill. 

5. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin: I know the 2023 draft 
prospect has some detractors, but I love his combination of 
size, hands and snarl. The kid's a beast out there and the 
Badgers can use his high-end abilities. 

6. Devon Levi, G, Northeastern: I'm still not sure what Levi's 
pro career will look like (due to his size), but I am stoked 
about his upcoming campaign with the Huskies. The Buffalo 
Sabres prospect is coming off a 10-shutout season, so 
what's the encore? 

7. Matthew Wood, RW, UConn: Another freshman to watch 
for the 2023 draft, Wood joins the Huskies out of the BCHL, 
where the big and talented kid ran roughshod over the 
competition with 85 points in 46 games last season. 

8. Arsenii Sergeev, G, UConn: Maybe I'm higher on Sergeev 
than most, but from the NAHL to USHL, all this kid has done 
is impress. The Calgary Flames pick arrives in Connecticut 
after earning USHL goalie of the year honors. 

9. Matt Coronato, RW, Harvard: Another Calgary Flames 
prospect, Coronato was who we expected him to be as a 
freshman, putting up more than a point per game for the 
Crimson. How much better will he be after another summer 
of training? 

10. Frank Nazar, C, Michigan: The kid's got a wicked motor 
and a ton of skill, which is why the Chicago Blackhawks 
made him a first-rounder in 2022. Now Nazar gets the 
chance to wheel with the talented Wolverines. 

11. Rutger McGroarty, RW, Michigan: Taken one pick after 
Nazar by the Winnipeg Jets, McGroarty has the size and the 
two-way acumen to help out in a number of ways as he 
begins his NCAA journey with Michigan. 

12. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, Minnesota: When I spoke to 
scouts about Snuggerud last year, they thought he was still 
on the ascent and that he'd be even better for the Gophers 
than he was with the NTDP. He's a St. Louis Blues first-
rounder now. 

14. Isaac Howard, LW, Minnesota-Duluth: Another high-
motor player from the NTDP, Howard can fly and he can 
produce. The Tampa Bay Lightning first-rounder gives the 
Bulldogs some firepower to add to their typically defensively 
excellent squad. 
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15. Owen McLaughlin, C, North Dakota: The Philadelphia 
Flyers pick had a monster breakout year with USHL Sioux 
City, winning the Clark Cup championship and setting the 
table for his freshman season in Grand Forks. 

16. Matthew Knies, LW, Minnesota: Expectations will be high 
for the Toronto Maple Leafs pick, as Knies is coming off a 
point-per-game freshman campaign. The power forward can 
dominate, so let's see what he can do as a sophomore. 

17. Domenick Fensore, D, Boston University: After he put up 
31 points in 35 games as a junior, I'm very excited to see 
what Fensore can do as a senior. The undersized Carolina 
Hurricanes pick could really go off for the Terriers this 
season. 

18. Sean Farrell, LW, Harvard: The Montreal Canadiens pick 
had a full 2021-22 campaign, with more than a point-per-
game as a freshman with Harvard and a great performance 
for Team USA at the Olympics. Now he's back for more. 

19. Sean Behrens, D, Denver: I'm a big Behrens fan and the 
puckmover is coming off an excellent freshman campaign 
with the Pioneers that saw the Colorado Avalanche pick put 
up 29 points in 37 games and help the team with the national 
title. 

20. Carter Mazur, RW, Denver: The combination of drive and 
skill that Mazur brings to the table is simply fantastic and the 
Detroit Red Wings prospect has demonstrated it both 
internationally with Team USA and with the defending 
champs from Denver. 

21. Brock Faber, D, Minnesota: Playing excellent defense 
isn't necessarily the sexiest thing in hockey, but if the 
Gophers want to win a national championship (and they 
should be in the mix), Faber is going to lead the way. He's a 
Minnesota Wild prospect. 

22. Scott Morrow, D, UMass: Morrow, the Carolina 
Hurricanes pick, had a fantastic freshman campaign for the 
Minutemen with 33 points in 37 games – good for second on 
the team. With more seasoning, his sophomore year should 
be even better. 

23. Jaroslav Chmelar, RW, Providence College: Based on 
his rough-and-tumble world juniors this summer, the Czech 
national is gonna be fun to watch for the Friars. Chmelar is a 
big and talented New York Rangers pick. 

24. Michael Benning, D, Denver: The offensive blueliner 
notched nearly a point per game from the blueline as a 
sophomore with the Pioneers, helping Denver win a national 
championship. Benning is a Florida Panthers prospect. 

25. Gavin Brindley, RW, Michigan: The 'other' 2023 draft 
prospect on the Wolverines, Brindley caught eyes with Team 
USA at the world under-18s and is coming off a nice year 
with USHL Tri-City. The kid is quick, slick and competitive. 

26. Lane Hutson, D, Boston University: An Internet favorite 
and Montreal Canadiens pick, Hutson is an incredibly 
dynamic offensive defenseman. And though he lacks size, 
the Terriers tend to know what to do with such talents. 

27. Dylan James, LW, North Dakota: His chemistry with 
Owen McLaughlin helped Sioux City win a USHL title; now 
they're both Fighting Hawks. James is a Detroit Red Wings 

pick who uses speed and compete level to contribute all over 
the ice. 

28. Ryan Greene, C, Boston University: A great skater with 
smarts who projects as a two-way center, Greene is a 
Chicago Blackhawks pick who took on a big role with the 
USHL's Green Bay Gamblers last season. 

29. Corson Ceulemans, D, Wisconsin: As a freshman, the 
Columbus Blue Jackets prospect led the Badgers in scoring 
by a defenseman and tied for the team lead overall. 
Ceulemans has a great physical dimension, as well. 

30. Wyatt Kaiser, D, Minnesota-Duluth: He has all the traits 
of a modern NHL defenseman and is playing for a program 
that has excelled at developing blueliners. Kaiser is a 
Chicago Blackhawks pick who nearly doubled his production 
year over year. 

31. Jack Peart, D, St. Cloud State: A mobile defenseman 
with elite hockey IQ, Peart is coming off a successful 
freshman campaign and is playing for a Huskies squad with 
a lot of talent. He's a Minnesota Wild pick. 

32. Aidan McDonough, RW, Providence College: The 
Vancouver Canucks pick has been excellent throughout his 
college career with the Friars and enters his senior year with 
confidence after a breakout 25-goal junior campaign. 

33. Shai Buium, D, Denver: It was always about the growing 
potential with Buium, so expect another step up from the big, 
puckhandling defender. The Detroit Red Wings pick had 18 
points as a freshman with the national champions. 

34. Brett Berard, LW, Providence College: Watching Berard 
is so fun – though I wouldn't want to play against him. Gritty, 
fast and talented, the New York Rangers pick really 
embodies the solid Friars teams of late. 

35. Drew Commesso, G, Boston University: If the Terriers 
want to make some noise this season, a lot will come on the 
back of Commesso, their star goalie. The Chicago 
Blackhawks pick has been a stalwart for the program. 

36. Seamus Casey, D, Michigan: As soon as he stepped on 
the ice with the Wolverines, it seemed like Casey was 
making plays. The freshman comes in from the NTDP after 
going 46th overall to the New Jersey Devils this past 
summer. 

37. Josh Doan, RW, Arizona State: Doan had a monster 
frosh campaign with the Sun Devils, putting up more than a 
point per game. Now the Arizona Coyotes pick returns with 
the captaincy and a new rink to play in. 

38. Mason Lohrei, D, Ohio State: The highest-scoring 
returning player on the Buckeyes, Lohrei is a solid offensive 
defenseman who will need to be big once again for the team. 
He's a Boston Bruins prospect. 

39. Jackson Blake, RW, North Dakota: He's been electric 
everywhere he's been, from Minnesota high school to the 
USHL. Now the skilled and competitive Carolina Hurricanes 
pick enters the next phase of his development. 

40. Ryan Chesley, D, Minnesota: Personally, I think the 
Washington Capitals got a steal when Chesley fell to them in 
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the second round this past summer. He's an all-around beast 
that fortifies the Gopher back end. 

41. Rieger Lorenz, RW, Denver: He dominated the Alberta 
Jr. A League with his size and his release, now Lorenz joins 
a Pioneers team with back-to-back title aspirations. He's a 
Minnesota Wild prospect. 

42. Ryan Tverberg, C, UConn: Tverberg made a massive 
leap between his freshman and sophomore campaigns and 
now the Toronto Maple Leafs pick is a major offensive threat 
for an intriguing Huskies squad. 

43. Kyle Kukkonen, C, Michigan Tech: He ain't big and he 
ain't fast, but Kukkonen has consistently shown the ability to 
get the job done offensively in his career. Now the Anaheim 
Ducks pick makes his NCAA debut. 

44. Henry Thrun, D, Harvard: With size and nice two-way 
ability, Thrun was one of the Crimson's leading scorers last 
season. The Anaheim Ducks prospect brings a lot of 
experience to the table. 

45. Dominic Basse, G, St. Cloud State: Coming over from 
Colorado College, the towering Basse now joins a team with 
a lot of depth and a solid 'D' corps. That should put the 
Chicago Blackhawks pick in a good spot. 

46. Alex Campbell, C, Clarkson: The Golden Knights' leading 
scorer last season, Campbell is a Nashville Predators pick 
who could easily crest the point-per-game mark this year and 
maybe crack 20 goals. 

47. Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Michigan: Samoskevich had 
a great freshman campaign with 29 points in 40 games for 
Michigan, but with the Wolverines losing a lot of talent, the 
Florida Panthers first-rounder will get even more 
opportunities. 

48. Adam Ingram, LW, St. Cloud State: A goal-scorer with a 
great shot and instincts, Ingram is a Nashville Predators pick 
who lit up the USHL with Youngstown last year. The Huskies 
can help him round out his game. 

49. Cam Lund, RW, Northeastern: With strength, skating and 
a great shot, Lund has some very impressive tools to work 
with as he enters his freshman campaign in Boston. The 
burgeoning power forward is a San Jose Sharks pick. 

50. Guillaume Richard, D, Providence College: The smooth-
skating defenseman is coming off a solid freshman campaign 
with the Friars, so it will be fun to see the progression from 
the Columbus Blue Jackets pick. 

51. Magnus Chrona, G, Denver: After leading the Pioneers to 
a title (and outduelling Dryden McKay in the process), 
Chrona could have turned pro, but the big San Jose Sharks 
prospect is back for another go. 

52. Jackson LaCombe, D, Minnesota: The senior has 
bumped up his points substantially every year with the 
Gophers and with a national championship a definite 
possibility, it's a big year for the Anaheim Ducks prospect. 

53. Ty Smilanic, C, Wisconsin: Coming over from Quinnipiac, 
Smilanic brings lots of skill and a steadily evolved game to 
Madison, where the Badgers need help. Smilanic is a 
Montreal Canadiens prospect. 

54. Joe Miller, C, Harvard: It feels like Miller has been on the 
radar forever, so it's fun to finally see what he can do at the 
college level. The small but skilled center is a Toronto Maple 
Leafs pick who had a breakout season with USHL Chicago 
last year. 

55. Blake Biondi, RW, Minnesota-Duluth: The top sniper on 
last year's Bulldogs with 17 goals, Biondi enters his junior 
season with a ton of experience. He's a Montreal Canadiens 
pick playing for an intriguing program. 

56. Samu Salminen, C, UConn: A smart, playmaking pivot 
who can dominate in the faceoff circle, Salminen makes his 
North American debut with Connecticut. The New Jersey 
Devils pick is a Finnish national. 

57. Carter Gylander, G, Colgate: There's a lot of potential in 
the lanky netminder, who continues to steadily develop with 
the Raiders. The Detroit Red Wings pick has a great 
opportunity to really seize the starter's role as a junior. 

58. Brent Johnson, D, North Dakota: A prior injury meant 
Johnson's NCAA career got off to a slow start, but there's still 
plenty of time for the puck-moving D-man to grow his game. 
Johnson is a Washington Capitals pick. 

59. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern: A very young freshman, 
Hughes survived last year, but expect him to thrive as a 
sophomore. The Los Angeles Kings pick does a little bit of 
everything out there with a nice skill set. 

60. Erik Portillo, G, Michigan: Should the Wolverines hope to 
snatch a national title this year, they'll need solid goaltending 
and Portillo is a good bet to give it to them. The big Swede is 
a Buffalo Sabres pick. 

61. Ryder Rolston, RW, Notre Dame: After a quiet freshman 
year with the Fighting Irish, Rolston caught fire as a 
sophomore and now returns for a third campaign with higher 
expectations. He's a Chicago Blackhawks prospect. 

62. Robert Mastrosimone, LW, Arizona State: Coming over 
from Boston University, Mastrosimone brings veteran 
experience and scoring punch to the Sun Devils, who 
already have some weapons for the Detroit Red Wings pick 
to play off. 

63. Aku Koskenvuo, G, Harvard: A raw but tantalizing goalie 
prospect out of Finland, Koskenvuo is a Vancouver Canucks 
pick entering his first year with the Crimson. It'll be fun to see 
what the 6-foot-4 keeper can do. 

64. John Farinacci, C, Harvard: A solid contributor as a 
sophomore last year, Farinacci's development path was 
impacted by the Crimson's lost Covid season, but the 
Arizona Coyotes pick battles and produces. 

65. Stephen Halliday, C, Ohio State: Snapped up by the 
Ottawa Senators in the draft after being passed over before, 
Halliday spent his time in the USHL getting his skating up to 
speed and now he marries it with a big body and scoring 
touch. 

66. Veeti Miettinen, LW, St. Cloud State: The Finnish 
national has been a great piece for the Huskies for two years 
already and with his experience and scoring touch, the 
Toronto Maple Leafs pick will be a threat once again. 
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67. Ryan Ufko, D, UMass: A heady, deceptive puckmover, 
Ufko was awesome for the Minutement as a freshman, 
posting up 31 points from the blueline. That put the Nashville 
Predators pick third in team scoring. 

68. Noah Laba, C, Colorado College: With his physicality and 
willingness to stick up for his teammates, Laba could 
become an instant favorite for the Tigers. The incoming 
freshman is a New York Rangers pick. 

69. Jake Livingstone, D, Minnesota State: Potentially one of 
the top free agents in the country this year, Livingstone 
exploded for 31 points with the Mavs last year during his 
sophomore campaign. At 6-foot-4, 205 pounds, he's got a 
good frame to work with, too. 

70. Oscar Jellvik, LW, Boston College: The Swedish 
freshman makes his North American debut this year and 
does so as a Boston Bruins prospect. Jellvik pairs offensive 
skill with some edge and he can also play center. 

71. Mike Koster, D, Minnesota: The offensive defenseman 
and Toronto Maple Leafs pick has quickness and good 
hands. After two solid seasons with the Gophers, it's time for 
a breakout from the Minnesota native. 

72. Ayrton Martino, LW, Clarkson: Quick playmaker had a 
very impressive frosh campaign at Clarkson, putting up 28 
points in 37 games as a teenager in the older ECAC. Martino 
is a Dallas Stars prospect. 

73. Alex Jefferies, LW, Merrimack: With some key veterans 
moving on, Jefferies will become an even more important 
part of the Warriors attack and he has the offensive skill set 
to do so. He's a New York Islanders pick. 

74. Red Savage, C, Miami: Offensively, Savage had a nice 
freshman year with the RedHawks, but what you're really 
getting in the Detroit Red Wings pick is a faceoff ace who 
can play a solid two-way game for you. 

75. Ian Moore, D, Harvard: Still growing as a mobile 
defenseman, Moore had a nice first season with the 
Crimson. The Anaheim Ducks pick comes into his 
sophomore campaign with a bit of a boost from playing in the 
summer world juniors. 

76. Jackson Hallum, RW, Michigan: A big-time speedster 
who took a longer route to college, Hallum comes in as a 20-
year-old freshman after blitzing the USHL. He's a Vegas 
Golden Knights prospect. 

77. Luca Munzenberger, D, Vermont: His size and physicality 
give the German national an edge in the defensive zone, 
which is where he makes his presence felt the most. 
Munzenberger is an Edmonton Oilers pick. 

78. Sam Colangelo, C, Northeastern: His size and skill make 
him an obvious one to watch, especially after Colangelo put 
up nearly a point per game last season, Look for the 
Anaheim Ducks pick to beat that as a junior. 

79. Sam Lipkin, C, Quinnipiac: The big center blew away the 
USHL last season and now enters the NCAA with a chance 
to make an impact with the Bobcats. Lipkin is an Arizona 
Coyotes prospect. 

80. Ryan Johnson, D, Minnesota: His skating as always 
been an asset and the points have steadily climbed year 
over year during his tenure with the Gophers. Can the 
Buffalo Sabres pick end his time in Dinkytown with a bang? 

81. Connor Kelley, D, Providence College: Coming over from 
Minnesota-Duluth, Kelley brings some nice experience and 
defensive acumen to the Friars. The junior blueliner is a 
Chicago Blackhawks pick. 

82. Joaquim Lemay, D, Nebraska-Omaha: A very promising 
offensive defenseman, Lemay put up numbers in both the 
BCHL and USHL en route to Omaha. Now the Washington 
Capitals pick begins his NCAA journey. 

83. Stiven Sardarian, C, New Hampshire: A big-time 
playmaker from Russia, Sardarian got his first North 
American experience last year with USHL Youngstown. Now 
the Buffalo Sabres pick makes his college debut with the 
Wildcats. 

84. Cruz Lucius, RW, Wisconsin: Injury kinda wrecked his 
draft year with the NTDP, but Lucius is a very skilled player 
and had enough of a track record to catch the Carolina 
Hurricanes' eye at the draft. Now he's a freshman Badger. 

85. Devin Kaplan, RW, Boston University: His big frame 
intrigues and while Kaplan wasn't a marquee player on the 
NTDP, it was a pretty stacked squad. Now the Philadelphia 
Flyers pick gets a chance to shine with the Terriers. 

86. David Gucciardi, D, Michigan State: Passed over in the 
draft before the Washington Capitals snapped him up in 
2022, Gucciardi is a two-way defenseman who can move the 
puck and really shoot it for the Spartans. 

87. Jake Boltmann, D, Notre Dame: After being blanked as a 
freshman, Boltmann found his footing last year and put up 13 
points from the blueline. The Calgary Flames pick has also 
really helped out the Notre Dame penalty kill. 

88. Jack Devine, RW, Denver: Another young freshman who 
made a name for himself last season, Devine has some nice 
puck skills and showed great compete at the Frozen Four. 
He's a Florida Panthers pick. 

89. Matthew Stienburg, C, Cornell: The Big Red's leading 
scorer returns after notching just over a point per game as a 
sophomore. Stienburg is a Colorado Avalanche pick who 
loves to throw his big body around on the ice. 

90. Lucas Mercuri, C, UMass: Playmaking center with 
excellent size got his feet weight with a solid freshman 
campaign in Amherst. Now we get to see what the Carolina 
Hurricanes pick can do as a sophomore. 

91. Cam Berg, LW, Nebraska-Omaha: The Mavs lost a 
couple of their top scorers from last year and offense has 
always been a calling card for Berg. The New York Islanders 
pick gets a great chance to step up as a sophomore. 

92. Tristan Broz, RW, Denver: Coming over from Minnesota, 
Broz brings a nice offensive toolbox and all the motivation in 
the world after a rough freshman campaign with the 
Gophers. He's a Pittsburgh Penguins pick. 

93. Cole Brady, G, UMass: Making the move from Arizona 
State, Brady joins the Minutemen for his sophomore season. 
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The New Jersey Devils prospect has a very projectable 6-
foot-5 frame in the crease. 

94. Tomas Mazura, RW, St. Lawrence: The big Edmonton 
Oilers prospect comes over to Providence College and no 
doubt the Saints will be happy to have him in the lineup as 
he continues to develop his game. 

95. Dylan Duke, LW, Michigan: While he's not big, Duke 
knows where to go to find goals and he's not afraid to play in 
traffic to do it. The Tampa Bay Lightning pick had a solid 
freshman campaign with the Wolverines. 

96. Charlie Leddy, D, Boston College: I really liked Leddy 
with the NTDP last year, even though it's not easy to stand 
out as a more defensive-oriented defenseman. Clearly the 
New Jersey Devils agreed when they drafted him this 
summer. 

97. Tyler Kleven, D, North Dakota: We all know Kleven's 
game by now: nasty and physical. Entering his junior season 
with the program, no doubt the Ottawa Senators pick is 
hoping for a long tournament run. 

98. Riley Duran, RW, Providence College: Coming off a solid 
summer world juniors, Duran has the chance to build off a 
nice frosh campaign as well. The Boston Bruins pick has 
size, speed and great work ethic. 

99. Jakub Dobes, G, Ohio State: The Buckeyes got 
awesome goaltending from Dobes last year, as the Czech 
national posted three shutouts and a .934 save percentage. 
Look for more of the same from the Montreal Canadiens 
pick. 

100. Jayden Struble, D, Northeastern: It's a big year for 
Struble, an effective two-way defenseman with a physical 
edge. He's a Montreal Canadiens pick on a Huskies team 
with high expectations.

  

 

 

Hurricanes to place Martinook on waivers 

The Carolina Hurricanes made a tough business decision 
Friday afternoon.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes made a tough business call Friday, 
as the team is set to place veteran forward Jordan Martinook 
on waivers.  

Martinook, who carries a $1.8 million cap hit for both 2022-23 
and 2023-24, could very likely go unclaimed and stay with 
the Canes.  

Martinook scored 25 points in 82 games in his first season 
with the Canes in 2018-19, but his production has steadily 
declined. In 2021-22, Martinook had just 15 points in 59 
games after registering just 33 points in 44 and 45 games 
the two years prior.  

While his on-ice value has been questioned, there’s no 
questioning the off-ice value of Martinook, a letter-wearer for 
the Hurricanes.  

This story will be updated with more official word as it comes 
out. 
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Wolves Fall to Admirals 3-1 in Exhibition Play 

HOFFMAN ESTATES, Ill. – The last time the Chicago 
Wolves saw the Milwaukee Admirals, they were eliminating 
their rivals to the north in the 2022 Central Division Finals in 
May. 

On Friday night, the teams squared off in the first of back-to-
back exhibition games in preparation for the ’22-23 season 
and it was Milwaukee that skated to a 3-1 victory over the 
defending Calder Cup champion Wolves. 

Luke Prokop scored twice for the Admirals while Alexander 
Pashin had the Wolves’ goal. 

“I thought some guys showed really well,” new Wolves coach 
Brock Sheahan said. “I loved our pace and energy for the 
first two periods and I thought we wore down a little bit as it 
went. Overall, it’s a good starting point.” 

The Admirals opened the scoring when Prokop found the 
back of the net while on the power play 4 minutes, 42 
seconds into the contest. 

Milwaukee took a two-goal advantage early in the second 
when Navrin Mutter beat Wolves goaltender Zachary 
Sawchenko. 

The Wolves fought back and pulled to within 2-1 on Pashin’s 
goal just over a minute later. The score was assisted by 
Anttoni Honka and Tuukka Tieksola. 

“Pashin and Honka were really good,” Sheahan said. “Both 
those guys’ skill sets are ridiculous so it was really good to 
see the progress they made from (Carolina Hurricanes) 
rookie camp. For the most part, as a team we were there and 
we were competing but it just wasn’t enough.” 

Prokop struck again midway through the third for the final 
margin. 

The teams will face off again Saturday night in Milwaukee in 
the final preseason contest leading up to the regular-season 
opener between the teams Oct. 15 at Allstate Arena. 

Prior to that game, the Wolves will raise a 2022 Calder Cup 
championship banner to the Allstate Arena rafters. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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1254071 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes place forward Jordan Martinook on NHL waivers 

 

Chip Alexander 

3 minutes 

 

Jordan Martinook participated in a practice Friday morning with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Could it be his last? 

The forward, who has served as an alternate captain for the Canes, was 
placed on waivers later Friday by the team. NHL teams have 24 hours to 
claim the veteran off waivers. 

Martinook, 30, has two years remaining on his contract that has a cap hit 
of $1.8 million a year. He has spent much of preseason training camp 
working on the fourth line with center Jack Drury and winger Ondrej 
Kase. 

Martinook, while always a high-energy player, has been sidelined by 
several injuries in his four seasons with the Hurricanes. Playing 82 
games in 2018-19, he had a career-high 15 goals as the Canes reached 
the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time since 2009. 

Martinook played in 59 games last season, with six goals and nine 
assists. 

The Hurricanes signed Martinook to a three-year, $5.4 million contract in 
July 2021. 

The Canes had 23 players remaining on their roster after making 
personnel moves Wednesday. 

News Observer LOADED: 10.08.2022 

1254072 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes place forward Jordan Martinook on waivers 

 

The Athletic Staff2-2 minutes 07/10/2022 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes placed forward Jordan Martinook on waivers on 
Friday. The Canes are hoping Martinook, regarded as a fan favorite, 
clears waivers on Saturday and remains part of the team, but the move is 
about maximizing roster flexibility ahead of opening night, general 
manager Don Waddell said. 

Martinook carries a $1.8 million AAV, and his salary jumps to $2.7 million 
next year. That number might prevent teams from picking him up, but it 
remains to be seen whether he’ll remain with the Canes. 

Martinook, 30, was traded to Carolina by the Arizona Coyotes in the 2018 
NHL Draft, along with Arizona’s fourth-round pick, for forward Marcus 
Kruger and a third-round pick. He played three seasons in Arizona prior 
to joining Carolina. Martinook scored an NHL career-high 15 goals in his 
first season with the Canes, and signed a two-year contract with the team 
in January 2019. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.08.2022 

1254083 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets breakdown: All things clicking in preseason rout of St. Louis 
Blues 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Taking advantage of a long travel day for the St. Louis Blues, the Blue 
Jackets rolled to a 7-0 victory Thursday in their preseason home finale at 
Nationwide Arena.  

Andrew Peeke had four assists, five players finished with multiple points 
and Columbus improved to 4-2-1 in exhibition play. Yegor Chinakhov had 
a goal and assist, scoring his NHL-leading fifth goal of the preseason to 
help the Jackets build a 3-0 lead in the first period.  

Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic, Zach Werenski, Jakub Voracek, Cole 
Sillinger and Justin Danforth scored the other goals for Columbus, which 
dominated play from the start to finish to help Daniil Tarasov log a 24-
save shutout. 

"It was great," Werenski said. "Everyone was going out there having fun. 
Guys were playing their role. (Mathieu) Oliver (with a fight), Tarasov was 
great in net, Peeker was Bobby Orr, four points, so it's a good game. 
(The Blues) didn't send their full lineup. On Saturday, I think we're going 
to play Washington's full team and it's a big game for us just getting 
ready for the season ... but I think just to get our systems down, our 
timing right, guys to score some goals, this was a good game for us." 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues turning point 

The game’s start was initially delayed by 30 minutes and wound up being 
delayed 33 additional minutes because the Blues had multiple travel 
issues — including a late-arriving charter flight followed by a bus ride 
from the airport delayed by an accident on Interstate 670 westbound.  

Icing a lineup with more NHL regulars, the Blue Jackets pounced on St. 
Louis right from the opening faceoff and built a 3-0 lead with a dominant 
first period. Columbus rolled from that point. 

"I'm happy how hard (we) played," Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. 
"Realize what they went through, that team over there. They didn't arrive 
until about 6:30 (p.m.) and it was a little bit of a thinner lineup for them. In 
saying that, though, we can't control what the other team's bringing or 
how they play. So, I was happy with our effort." 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues highlights 
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— Laine’s goal to open the scoring 1:03 into the game was the first of 
three highlight-worthy goals for the Blue Jackets in their three-goal first 
period. Capping a strong opening shift for Columbus’ top forward line, 
Laine scored his second goal of the preseason by tapping his own 
rebound out of mid-air past Blues goalie Thomas Greiss.  

— Chinakhov’s goal at 11:03 of the first was memorable for both the 
pass that started it and his speed burst to get around a Blues defender. 
The pass was from Jakub Voracek, who hit Chinakhov in stride with a 
pass off the wall. The second-year Russian winger took it from there, 
hitting the afterburners and flicking a wrist shot past Greiss at high speed 
for a 2-0 lead. 

"He's attacking the game way more," Larsen said. "He put on 10-12 
pounds (in the offseason) and, to me, he never lost a step. He looks like 
he gained a step. Last year, the goal he scored tonight, I don't think he 
does that. I don't think he dips his shoulder and gets inside, and that's the 
difference I've seen in camp, even in scrimmages. He just looks way 
more assertive." 

— Roslovic made it 3-0 with 6:04 left in the first on his first goal of the 
preseason. Carrying the puck over the St. Louis Blue line, the Jackets’ 
second-line center dragged the puck around Blues defenseman Calle 
Rosen and fired a shot from the inner half of the right circle past Greiss.  

— Greiss probably knew he was in for a rough start the minute the Blues 
finally stepped off their bus. Sure enough, he faced a wave of Blue 
Jackets opportunities right away and made a fantastic save against a 
one-timer by Johnny Gaudreau to keep it 1-0 Columbus at 4:27 of the 
first. Tracking the puck off a diagonal feed to the right circle, Greiss slid 
over and blocked Gaudreau’s quick one-timer to prevent the goal.  

— Werenski made it 4-0 in his first goal of the preseason, scored at 5:30 
of the second. Gaudreau set it up, showing why he piled up 115 points 
last season for the Calgary Flames. After his feed off a 2-on-1 was 
broken up, Gaudreau calmly collected the puck, looked for a new option 
and zipped a pass to Werenski in the high slot for a snap shot that beat 
Greiss. 

— Olivier asked around in three previous games this preseason, but 
nobody was willing to take him up on his fight invitations. This time, Blues 
defenseman Tyler Tucker accepted at 12:06 of the first off the faceoff 
following Chinakhov's goal. The Columbus forward, who said it stemmed 
from an incident last weekend in the Blues' victory over the Blue Jackets 
in St. Louis, won the scrap decisively. 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues quotables 

“We know he has a lethal shot, but you’ve got to get yourself into position 
to do that. Now, it’s just consistency. That’s the next step for him, but 
he’s had a really good camp that way and he’s got his five goals or 
whatever, which is great, but the level that we need him to play at, with 
attacking the game with his legs, that’s what I want to see every night.”  

— Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen on Yegor Chinakhov's improvement 
in his second NHL preseason 

"It still feels kind of horrible, but guys are saying I look better, so I’ll take 
that. It felt pretty good. I’m still kind of gassed a little bit, after a hard 
couple of weeks of camp, but we’ll have a couple days off here. ... I had a 
really good summer and it’s good to see it’s paying off, but it’s a long 
season.” 

— Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine on looking quicker than recent 
seasons despite having sore leg muscles from long practices 

“You can tell they put the work in. I thought the effort’s been outstanding, 
and some of these games, too, they’re tired. They've got tired legs, but 
as we told them in the practices, we don’t back off in the practices during 
camp because we’re building for the season. But they came prepared. 
They really did. I am going to have some tough (roster) decisions here 
after Saturday night." 

— Larsen on his feelings about training camp with one preseason game 
left. 

Dispatch three stars for Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues 

First star  

Andrew Peeke, Blue Jackets, defenseman   

Picked up a trio of secondary assists and added a primary assist on a 
goal by Jakub Voracek in the second, finishing with four points on four 
assists, a +6 rating and four hits. He even blocked a shot for good 
measure.  

Second star 

Yegor Chinakhov, Blue Jackets, forward   

Scored his NHL-leading fifth goal of the preseason before adding an 
assist on Voracek’s goal for a 1-1-2 scoring line. Showed impressive 
speed burst to get free for his goal. 

Third star  

Zach Werenski, Blue Jackets, defenseman   

Had a goal and assist by the end of the second period, picking up the 
first assist on Laine’s goal to open the scoring in the first and scoring to 
make it 4-0 in the second. 

Columbus Blue Jackets takeaways from blowout win over St. Louis Blues 

— Tarasov played the entire game, which had to be a relief for both him 
and the Blue Jackets' front office. Coming off hip surgery in February, 
Tarasov got his first game action since returning Monday in Raleigh. He 
was pulled early in the second period with the Blue Jackets getting 
outskated and peppered with shots. Tarasov felt soreness in his hip that 
game, but it was likely scar tissue breaking up. The Blue Jackets played 
it safe by pulling him, but allowed him to play the whole game with a 
lower workload against St. Louis. 

Tarasov and Joonas Korpisalo both had hip surgery last season, but 
Korpisalo's was about six weeks after Tarasov's, which means the latter 
might be required to open the season as Elvis Merzlikins' backup while 
Korpisalo continues to go through his own recovery process. 

"It was a good bounce-back game," Larsen said. "He’s put in a lot of work 
this summer. He’s coming off surgery and he looks solid." 

— Peeke made his money last season by being durable and physical in 
his first full NHL season. He spent the bulk of it playing on the first 
defense pairing with Werenski, but wasn’t up there for his offensive 
abilities.  

Peeke had two goals, 13 assists and 15 points, but his primary 
responsibility was to be dependable for Werenski, who chases offensive 
chances more inside the opposing blue line. This preseason, Peeke is 
showing more offensive skill with six assists in three games – including 
four in this game plus a cross-ice feed to Laine for a one-timer to help the 
Jackets open the preseason with a romp over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“It's not the main objective of my game, but anytime I can do something 
like that, I'm not complaining one bit," Peeke said. "I'm happy with how 
the team played tonight and responded after that Carolina game (8-1 loss 
Monday), even though we weren't all there (playing). It was a big game 
for us, gearing up for the regular season."   

This wasn’t against a team with a full NHL lineup and the Blues were 
gassed by their travel woes, but four assists in any game is going to draw 
notice for a defenseman of Peeke’s ilk. 

— This was an important game for rookie forwards Kent Johnson and 
Liam Foudy, who needed to stand out to further their chances of making 
the opening roster. The Blue Jackets have a backlog of young forwards 
and there’s no room nor reason to keep all of them in the NHL.  

Johnson played left wing on a third forward line with Cole Sillinger at 
center and Justin Danforth on the right, and the trio was dominant when 
called upon. Larsen sheltered them with 80% of their starts in the 
offensive zone, but they didn't yield the puck much and kept the Blues 
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hemmed into their own end of the ice. The Blue Jackets had a 13-6 edge 
in shot attempts with Johnson, Sillinger and Danforth at 5-on-5 (68.4%), 
outshot St. Louis 9-5 and built large advantages in scoring chances (8-1) 
and high-danger chances (4-0). 

Johnson set up Danforth's goal with a primary assist and had one shot in 
12:09. Foudy, playing his second preseason game after coming back 
from shoulder surgery in February, showed his speed on the fourth line 
with center Sean Kuraly and Olivier. He didn’t make a lot of noise 
otherwise in 12:58.  

— Olivier did make noise, bringing thunder to the game with his first fight 
of the preseason plus a mammoth hit on Blues defenseman Calle Rosen 
in the second.  

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen traded a fourth-round 
pick in the 2022 NHL draft to acquire Olivier from the Nashville Predators 
with the idea of adding “grit” and toughness to the lineup. Olivier can also 
play in the offensive zone, which he plans to show if given an opportunity 
to play a regular role.  

This was the best example of Oliver’s talents this preseason.  

— The Blues brought a watered-down version of their NHL lineup to 
Columbus, similar to what the Blue Jackets did Monday at the Carolina 
Hurricanes in an 8-1 loss at PNC Arena. That combined with the travel 
issues played a role in the lopsided final score, just as the Jackets’ loss 
Monday did in Raleigh.  

That makes it tougher for the Blue Jackets’ coaching staff and front office 
to assess players, but there was a lot to like in the final preseason home 
game at Nationwide Arena. 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs St. Louis Blues notes 

— Blue Jackets captain Boone Jenner made his preseason debut after 
being held out of scrimmages and the first six games while not cleared 
for contact. Jenner missed the final 23 games of last season with a lower 
back injury, so the decision was made to limit his exposure to physical 
play for most of the preseason. Jenner played 14:13 on 16 shifts and 
finished with an assist on Werenski's goal. He also had one shot, three 
attempts, four hits and won 10 of 16 faceoffs (63%). 

“It’s tough to get that game pace without playing, so to get into a game 
and get up to pace that way, it’s good,” Jenner said. “I just want to keep 
building on it now.”  

— The Blue Jackets scratched defenseman Erik Gudbranson prior to the 
game out of precaution because of a “minor” lower-body injury. He was 
replaced on the third defense pairing by rookie David Jiricek, the sixth 
overall pick in this year’s NHL draft. Jiricek played the right point as Jake 
Bean’s partner.  

— Justin Danforth leads the Blue Jackets in scoring with six points on 
three goals and three assists in five preseason games, adding a goal and 
assist against the Blues. Danforth has played a lot of center in this 
training camp, but played where he'll likely start at right wing on a line 
centered by Sillinger. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 7, St. Louis Blues 0: analysis 

Columbus had most of its NHL lineup dressed and took advantage of the 
Blues' undermanned, overtired roster after the long travel day. The Blue 
Jackets dominated puck possession and controlled the action for most of 
the game. St. Louis got its footing in the third, but were still outscored 2-0 
despite a 10-5 edge in shots. 

Here's a breakdown of the game statistically, courtesy of Natural Stat 
Trick: 

Shots: Blue Jackets 33, Blues 24 (Columbus 58%)   

Shot attempts: Blue Jackets 58, Blues 39 (Columbus 60%)   

Scoring chances: Blue Jackets 37, Blues 23 (Columbus 62%)   

High-danger chances: Blue Jackets 13, Blues 8 (Columbus 62%)   

Expected goals: Blue Jackets 2.99, Blues 1.61   

Faceoffs: Blue Jackets 31/55 (56%), Blues 24/55 (44%) 

Hits: Blue Jackets 21, Blues 9   

Blocked shots: Blues 13, Blue Jackets 6 

Up next for the Columbus Blue Jackets 

After a day off Friday, the Blue Jackets conclude their preseason 
Saturday at the Washington Capitals (7 p.m.) 
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Columbus Blue Jackets make difficult choice cutting Carson Meyer: 'It's a 
tough business' 

 

Brian Hedger   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Brad Larsen sounded like he was talking about a player who had claimed 
a coveted final roster spot.  

The Blue Jackets coach noted that forward Carson Meyer had arrived for 
training camp in great shape, posted “off the charts” testing numbers and 
played with more confidence after making his NHL debut last season. 
Meyer also turned heads in the preseason by hounding pucks and 
scoring goals against the Buffalo Sabres and Washington Capitals.  

Meyer, who is from Powell and has played most of his career in Ohio, 
appeared to be pushing for a roster spot. Instead, the Ohio State alum 
who started his collegiate career at Miami University and came up 
through the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets program, was assigned to the 
Cleveland Monsters on Wednesday. 

“I told him, ‘Two years ago, I didn’t really know who you were,’ and that’s 
just honest,” Larsen said of Meyer, who was assigned to Cleveland with 
forward Kirill Marchenko and defenseman Jake Christiansen. “This guy’s 
done nothing but do exactly what you want a pro to do … and the 
difference I see in him, last year to this year, is that last year I don’t know 
if he believed in himself. I think he was working hard and he was in the 
NHL. This year, I think he’s starting to understand, ‘I belong here. I can 
do this now.’ ”  

Meyer’s no longer in Columbus, though. He’s preparing for the start of his 
third season in the American Hockey League with the Monsters, awaiting 
his next NHL opportunity.  

“It’s a tough business,” Larsen said. “He’s teetering. He’s right on the 
cusp. So, (he) can’t take a breath now. He’s got to go back down, he’s 
got to attack the game, but he’s got to keep his foundation. I think he’s 
found an identity for himself that is going to be able to plug him in, 
because I do think he has a skill set.” 

Meyer caught the business end of a camp crowded with forwards vying 
for few openings, but hockey’s business side is also his lone consolation. 
Meyer, Marchenko and Christiansen are exempt from the NHL’s waivers 
process, which means the Blue Jackets assigned the trio to the AHL free 
of risk that another team might poach one of them with a claim.  

In that sense only, it was an easier decision than exposing players who 
could be snapped up by another team through a claim.  

“My whole message to them was, ‘Make my decision hard,’ ” Larsen said. 
“Some of them are easy, or ‘easier,’ I should say, but those two guys 
(Meyer and Marchenko), I definitely put them in the category of much 
harder.” 
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Marchenko’s AHL assignment wasn’t as surprising as Meyer’s, but it 
raised some eyebrows.   

The 22-year old forward has an NHL frame at 6 feet 3, 187 pounds and 
excelled during stints the past three years in Russia for SKA St. 
Petersburg of the Kontinental Hockey League. Marchenko also turned 
down a three-year contract extension with his KHL team to chase his 
NHL dream in Columbus and his ice time was slashed as a result.  

He didn’t go through a season of turmoil to play at the AHL level, but 
that’s where Marchenko is slated to begin his first season in North 
America.  

“I think he’s got to figure out the smaller-ice game (here) a little bit and he 
knows it,” Larsen said. “He’s got to get up to pace a little bit quicker, 
faster, because he’s got the body to protect pucks, he’s got the shot, the 
release, all that. He’s just going to have to figure out, ‘OK, I’ve got to get 
up to speed first, then I can slow it down.' ”  

Kent Johnson, another Blue Jackets rookie forward, went through a 
similar process while making his NHL debut last season. Johnson, the 
fifth overall pick in 2021, is playing at a higher pace in camp. Marchenko 
needs to make the same transition with the Monsters.  

“How long it takes, I don’t know,” Larsen said, “but he’s got to go there 
and do it.” 

Columbus Blue Jackets center Boone Jenner (38) prepares for a face off 
during the third period of the NHL hockey game against the Ottawa 
Senators at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022. 
The Blue Jackets lost 2-1. 

Blue Jackets one-timers 

Captain Boone Jenner, who missed the final 23 games last season with a 
back injury, was scheduled to make his preseason debut Thursday 
against the St. Louis Blues. Jenner is expected to start the season as the 
Jackets’ top center, skating with stars Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik 
Laine. … Forward Victor Rask, 29, was released from his professional 
tryout offer Wednesday. ... Larsen hasn’t settled on defensive pairings, 
but Zach Werenski has worked most with Adam Boqvist. Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Andrew Peeke are paired up and Jake Bean skates most 
with Erik Gudbranson. That makes rookies Nick Blankenburg and David 
Jiricek the seventh and eighth defensemen. … Ben Harpur, a veteran 
defenseman injured in a fight during the Jackets’ first preseason game, 
practiced Wednesday for the first time since the injury. He remained in 
camp with a professional tryout offer. 
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Sharks takeaways: After loss to Predators, Quinn questions mental 
toughness 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-6 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

Tomas Hertl appeared to have tears in his eyes as he sang along to the 
Czech Republic’s national anthem prior to the start of the San Jose 
Sharks regular season game with the Nashville Predators at O2 Arena in 
Prague. 

Then in his first NHL game in his hometown, Hertl set off a wild 
celebration Friday inside the 17,000-seat arena, with a first-period goal 
that was followed by an exuberant fist pump. 

“It was a special moment for me,” Hertl told the Sharks Audio Network 
after the first period. “Scoring in front of my family when they saw me 

playing here 10 years ago, and I was just so excited. I don’t even know 
what I was doing.” 

Those were easily the Sharks’ biggest highlights as they opened the 
season with a 4-1 loss to the Predators, a result that followed a similar 
script as years past. 

Goalie James Reimer stopped 28 of 31 shots, but the Sharks couldn’t get 
a second puck past Nashville’s Juuse Saros, who had 30 saves. 

Hertl’s line with Timo Meier and Luke Kunin, per Natural Stat Trick, 
provided twice as many scoring chances as any other Sharks line, 
something that happened with regularity over the last two or three 
seasons. 

The Sharks will try to correct those issues Saturday when they play the 
Predators to conclude the NHL’s Global Series in Prague. 

Takeaways from Friday’s Sharks loss. 

1. MENTAL TOUGHNESS QUESTIONED: The Sharks began Friday’s 
game playing the up-tempo style coach David Quinn has been 
preaching, as they stayed aggressive on the forecheck and fired pucks 
on Saros whenever possible. 

But Nino Niederreiter’s goal late in the second period that gave Nashville 
a two-goal lead seemed to zap whatever enthusiasm the Sharks had left, 
and the Predators mostly cruised from there. 

“I liked some of the things we were doing but once they made it 3-1, I 
really thought there was a huge disparity in the way they played 
compared to the way we played,” Quinn said. “I thought the last 25 
minutes, they really took it to us and I thought we got a little bit 
demoralized. 

“We’ve got to toughen up a little bit mentally in that department.” 

Hertl’s goal at the 8:36 mark of the first period gave the Sharks a lift after 
Nashville’s Kiefer Sherwood had scored 61 seconds into the game. 

Quinn felt the Sharks stayed engaged after Eeli Tolvanen scored 1:24 
into the second period for a 2-1 Predators lead. But Niederreiter’s goal off 
a pretty pass from Dante Fabbro on a 2-on-1 basically sealed the deal. 

Matt Duchene scored an empty-net goal with 32 seconds left in the third 
period, as the Sharks are now 1-6-1 against the Predators since March 
2019. 

The Sharks were 4-31-3 last season when trailing after two periods, and 
9-29-6 when the opponent scored the first goal. 

Most NHL teams have similar winning percentages under those 
circumstances. Plus, the Predators are expected to make the playoffs 
this season while the Sharks will struggle to stay out of the Pacific 
Division basement. 

Still, Quinn wants the Sharks to play with a different mindset than in the 
past. 

“When you do get scored upon, you’ve got to fight back, which I thought 
we did after we gave up the first one early,” Quinn said. “But in the last 
25 minutes, they really kind of set the tone and took it to us.” 

2. PLAY THE KIDS?: It’ll be interesting to see what Quinn and his staff 
do in response to the loss. Certainly, some lineup adjustments will be 
considered, with perhaps either Thomas Bordeleau or William Eklund 
dressing for Saturday. 

After the Sharks’ third line of Nick Bonino, Noah Gregor, and Matt Nieto 
was out-chanced 10-3 on Friday, maybe the most likely change would be 
Bordeleau or Eklund replacing Nieto, who would then potentially move to 
the fourth line. 

Quinn said after the game that it was too soon to consider lineup 
changes, and the Sharks want to take their time with their top two 
prospects. Still, Bordeleau and Eklund made the trip and could provide 
the bottom six forward group with a jolt. 
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It also wouldn’t be a surprise to see Jaycob Megna replace Scott 
Harrington as Erik Karlsson’s defense partner. Harrington had 15:38 of 
ice time in his first NHL game since January but made a questionable 
decision in the neutral zone to step up on Kiefer Sherwood, who got a 
pass through to Dante Fabbro for a 2-on-1 that led to the Niederreiter 
goal. 

3. VLASIC’S GAME: Paired with Mario Ferraro, Marc-Edouard Vlasic had 
20:00 of ice time Friday, a significant jump from the 15:13 he averaged 
last season as a third-pair defenseman under former coach Bob 
Boughner. 

It’s easy to see where Vlasic’s extra minutes are coming from. He was 
sixth among all Sharks defensemen last season with an average of just 
50 seconds shorthanded per game, and Friday. he and Ferraro both had 
a team-high 3:57 on the kill. 

Quinn and assistant Ryan Warsofsky, who co-ordinates the PK, needed 
to find replacements for Brent Burns, who led the Sharks last season at 
2:43 shorthanded per game. So far, Vlasic, who for years led the Sharks 
in penalty killing, has been placed in that role. 
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Sharks open Quinn era with loss to Preds despite Hertl’s goal in 
hometown Prague 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

4-5 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

The start of the David Quinn era with the San Jose Sharks looked 
strikingly familiar to the end of the previous regime. 

Tomas Hertl provided the only offense for the Sharks, who allowed two 
even-strength second-period goals in a 4-1 loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Friday in the season-opener for both teams at O2 Arena in 
Prague. 

Hertl’s even-strength goal in front of 16,648 fans in his hometown came 
at the 8:36 mark of the first period, as he beat Nashville goalie Juuse 
Saros from just outside the crease and tied the game 1-1. 

“It was a pretty special moment, obviously,” Quinn said. “We were a little 
bit inspired by that and we played better after that.” 

The Predators, though, found a rhythm and retook the lead early in the 
second period as Eeli Tolvanen beat a screened James Reimer with a 
shot from outside the circle at the 1:24 mark. 

Nashville later scored on a 2-on-1, as Dante Fabbro saucered a pass 
over Radim Simek’s stick to Nino Niederreiter, who one-timed it past 
Reimer to put the Sharks in a 3-1 hole at the 15:14 mark, helping to spoil 
Quinn’s debut as coach. 

“I like some of the things we were doing but once they made it 3 to 1, I 
really thought there was a huge disparity in the way they played 
compared to the way we played,” Quinn said. 

Reimer had 24 saves in the first two periods and Saros, who has owned 
the Sharks in recent years, had 21. 

The Sharks and Predators play again Saturday to conclude the NHL’s 
Global Series in Prague, and it wouldn’t be a surprise to see Saros back 
in the net for Nashville. 

Saros, in his last five starts against San Jose prior to Friday, had a 4-0-1 
record, a .977 save percentage, and a 0.59 goals-against average. 

Quinn was named the Sharks’ head coach on July 26, roughly four 
weeks after Bob Boughner and his staff were dismissed by the 
organization. 

Quinn and his staff had less than two weeks for training camp before 
they left for Europe. 

“It’s certainly not your normal starting point in an organization, but it’s 
certainly an exciting time,” Quinn said before Friday’s game. “It’s been a 
short training camp for both teams, but I think both teams are pretty 
anxious to see where we’re at. 

“We’ve been very happy with the way things have gone in training camp, 
but we’re going to find an awful lot about our team today.” 

Thanks in part to a thin and inexperienced lineup, the 2021-2022 Sharks 
were the worst team in the NHL in 5-on-5 scoring with an average of 1.73 
goals per game. Not surprisingly, the Sharks missed the playoff for a 
third straight season, leading to the coaching overhaul. 

The Sharks’ offseason changes, of course, included widespread front-
office moves, with Mike Grier being named general manager in early 
July. 

Grier made a handful of roster changes and six of the players he added – 
forwards Luke Kunin, Oskar Lindblom, Nico Sturm, and Steven Lorentz, 
and defensemen Matt Benning and Scott Harrington – were in Friday’s 
lineup. 

Hertl’s goal came with an exuberant celebration, as he and Radim Simek 
were playing an NHL game in Czechia for the first time. Hertl appeared to 
have tears in his eyes as he sang along with his country’s national 
anthem. 

Hertl, who was born in Prague, had his family in attendance, including his 
wife and young son. 

“I was kind of seeing my family there, and it’s a special moment to 
represent my country in NHL at home in Prague,” Hertl told the Sharks 
Audio Network during the first intermission. “So a lot of emotion, and it 
was just a special moment. I’m so proud I can be even here.” 

Hertl also mentioned how warm it was at ice level, saying it felt like it was 
“200 degrees” as play was going on in front of a near-capacity crowd of 
around 17,000. That caused the puck to bounce more often than usual in 
an NHL and might have affected the pegs that keep the nets in place. 
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Sharks’ Hertl has the huge contract he deserves. Now, he’ll need some 
patience 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-7 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

Tomas Hertl was a baby-faced teenager with an infectious smile in 2013 
when he left Prague to join the Sharks, playing immediately with Joe 
Thornton and Brent Burns on a dominant top line for a Stanley Cup-
contending team. 

Hertl, now 28, was back on the ice in his hometown Thursday, cheered 
by thousands of fans who showed up to watch the Sharks practice at O2 
Arena in advance of their season-opening NHL Global Series games with 
the Nashville Predators on Friday and Saturday. 
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“It was awesome,” Hertl said. “I never had practice with a lot of people 
like that, and it was just great. Coming home after 10 years when I used 
to play pro hockey here, and now you’re playing for the Sharks.” 

Hertl’s smile was still on display Thursday, but the Sharks are in a much 
different position now than his rookie season. 

Rather than contending for a Cup, the Sharks are once again expected to 
finish at or near the bottom of the Pacific Division. 

First-year general manager Mike Grier has been transparent – with the 
public and the team – that the Sharks are at least another year or two 
away from legitimately being in the playoff mix like those San Jose teams 
were from the early-to-mid 2010s. 

For now. Grier wants the Sharks to be harder to play against, and he 
added players who fit a certain hard-nosed profile. But he has his 
centerpiece in Hertl, who signed an eight-year, $65.1 million extension 
with the Sharks in March. 

“The more competitive people you can have on your roster, the better,” 
Grier said last month. “That was a goal of ours to build up that foundation 
here and support some of the other guys that were already on the roster, 
and hopefully we’ve done that.” 

Hertl is optimistic about what this year’s team can accomplish given the 
additions the franchise made in the summer. But Hertl is also willing to be 
somewhat patient as Grier and coach David Quinn continue to put their 
stamp on the organization. 

“Maybe if it takes a year or two, I’m still ready for that,” Hertl said last 
month. “But we still have a couple (veterans) that can fill in on the third 
and fourth lines. We can be a deeper team.” 

Among the additions who are expected to play in Friday’s game for San 
Jose are Luke Kunin, who will play on the top line with Hertl and Timo 
Meier, and fellow forwards Oskar Lindblom, Steven Lorentz, and Nico 
Sturm. The new defensemen in the lineup are Scott Harrington and Matt 
Benning. 

While the new players should help the Sharks become a better two-way 
team, there is no guarantee they can greatly improve an offense that 
ranked 30th in the NHL last season with 214 goals. 

Meier, Hertl, and Logan Couture combined to score 88 of those goals, 
and are expected to do their parts again. Now it’s a matter of who else 
can support them. 

The fans in Prague will be the first to find out. 

“It’s always tough when just two, three guys are scoring all season long,” 
Hertl said. “It’s impossible in this league with just a couple of guys 
scoring. We need a little more than last year from the depth, or even put 
pressure and spend time in (the opponent’s zone) and wear teams out. 

“I think the team’s in a good direction with better depth.” 

Before the Sharks went on the ice, Hertl chatted with Czech hockey 
legend – and his own boyhood idol – Jaromir Jagr. After practice, Hertl 
later flipped pucks to children in the crowd, and carried his son, Tobias, 
around on the ice. Tobias, who Hertl said he hadn’t seen in three weeks, 
turns two later this month. 

“Nothing is more special than family,” Hertl said. “The son is close and 
they can live the moment with me. For my wife and parents to see me 
with my son on the ice is a special moment.” 

FRIDAY’S STARTER: Goalie James Reimer will start Friday’s game with 
the Predators, Quinn said. In 11 career games against Nashville, Reimer 
is 7-2-0 with a .928 save percentage. He stopped 23 of 25 shots in his 
one game against the Predators last season in what was a 3-1 Sharks 
loss at Bridgestone Arena. 

Quinn has said he’d like to see a No. 1 goalie emerge, but through 
training camp, it didn’t appear there was much separation between 
Reimer and Kaapo Kahkonen. 

Kahkonen went 1-1-0 with a .921 save percentage in two preseason 
games, although he allowed three goals on 14 shots in the first period of 
last Friday’s loss in Anaheim. Reimer went 2-0-0 with a .883 save 
percentage in two games but saved 27 of 30 shots last Friday in Las 
Vegas. 

Reimer and Kaapo Kahkonen each played about half of Tuesday’s 
exhibition game against Eisbären Berlin and combined for 18 saves on 
19 shots. Kahkonen will likely start against the Predators on Saturday 
unless Reimer sparkles in a Sharks win. 

ALTERNATE CHOICE: Quinn on Thursday named forward Nick Bonino 
as the Sharks’ fourth alternate captain for this season. Bonino, in his 13th 
full year as a professional and his second with the Sharks, replaces Brent 
Burns, who was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes in July. 

Couture is entering his fourth season as the Sharks’ captain, and the 
returning alternates are Hertl, Erik Karlsson, and Mario Ferraro. 

STURM’S RETURN: Sturm, who missed Tuesday’s game in Berlin with 
an injury, is expected to play Friday as he practiced on the Sharks’ fourth 
line with Lorentz and Jonah Gadjovich 
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Niederreiter scores in debut, Predators top Sharks in Prague 

 

KAREL JANICEK 

4-5 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

PRAGUE (AP) — The Predators' new additions made a quick impact in 
the NHL's first regular-season game. 

Nino Niederreiter scored his debut goal for Nashville, which beat the San 
Jose Sharks 4-1 in the Czech capital on Friday night. 

Kiefer Sherwood, another newcomer, became the first player to score 
this season, putting Nashville on top 1:01 into the game. Eeli Tolvanen 
also scored and Matt Duchene finished it off with an empty-netter. 

“All of the new guys to our team obviously contributed a lot,” coach John 
Hynes said. “The style, the game they played really fits the identity we 
want to play.” 

The teams will play again on Saturday at Prague’s O2 Arena as part of 
the league’s return to Europe for the first time since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tomas Hertl scored for San Jose in the first period, delighting the roaring 
crowd of 16,648 in his hometown. Tolvanen's goal at 1:24 of the second 
put the Predators ahead to stay. 

The Predators outshot the Sharks 32-31 while Nashville goaltender 
Juuse Saros stopped 30 shots. 

Niederreiter and defenseman Ryan McDonagh were key offseason 
additions for the Predators, who are hoping to continue a run of eight 
straight playoff berths. That's tied with Washington for the second-longest 
active streak in the league. 

Niederreiter made it 3-1 late in the second period with his a one-timer off 
a feed from Dante Fabbro. 

“To be honest, this trip has been very easy for all the new guys,” 
Niederreiter said. “We glued together very well. I mean they’re very 
welcoming, so I think it’s a big reason why we clicked on the ice.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 8, 2022 

 

Sherwood scored on a rebound past goaltender James Reimer, who 
finished with 28 saves. 

The 28-year-old Hertl, who recently signed a $65.1 million, eight-year 
contract to remain with San Jose, picked up a feed from Timo Meier and 
found the roof of the net just 6 seconds after a Sharks power play ended. 

“It was a pretty special moment, obviously,” new San Jose coach David 
Quinn said. “We were a little bit inspired by that and we played better 
after that.” 

Quinn was hired after the Sharks missed the NHL playoffs for a third 
straight season. 

“I like some of the things we were doing but once they made it 3 to 1, I 
really thought there was a huge disparity in the way they played 
compared to the way we played,” Quinn said. 

The Sharks converted on just 19% of power plays last season, and they 
struggled again on Friday, going 0 for 4 with the man advantage. 
Nashville also came up empty on four power plays. 

ACROSS THE POND HOCKEY 

This is the ninth season the NHL has played games in Europe, where it 
hopes to connect with fans in hockey-mad countries including the Czech 
Republic, Sweden and Finland. 

Nashville played in Europe for the first time. The Predators were set to 
open the 2020-21 season in Prague against the Boston Bruins before the 
pandemic scrapped those plans. 

The Sharks have contested four previous games outside North America. 
They faced the Columbus Blue Jackets twice in Stockholm and played 
two games against the Calgary Flames in Tokyo in 1998. 

Friday’s opener was the first NHL game in Europe since the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Buffalo Sabres faced off in Stockholm on Nov. 9, 2019. 

The Chicago Blackhawks and Philadelphia Flyers on Oct. 4, 2019 were 
the last NHL teams to play in Prague. 

The league’s 2022 Global Series will conclude in Tampere, Finland, 
where the defending Stanley Cup Champion Colorado Avalanche will 
face the Blue Jackets on Nov. 4-5. 
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What we learned from Sharks' season-opening loss to Predators 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

PRAGUE – It might feel like the same old San Jose Sharks. 

And judging just based on the result, a 4-1 season-opening loss to the 
Nashville Predators before a sold-out O2 Arena, well, it sure looked 
familiar, right? 

But it also is just one game: Two things caught my eye, one positive, one 
negative, one a sign of change, one a sign of the same ol' Sharks. 

POWER PLAY 

The San Jose Sharks went 0-4 on the power play, but their lone goal, a 
rousing Tomas Hertl strike, was at the end of one power play, and a third 
period man advantage just lasted four seconds because of almost-
matching minors. 

“Not bad, not good” was Erik Karlsson’s assessment of the power play. 
And that sounds about right for the 22nd-best power play in the NHL last 
season. 

But here are two things that I liked about the power play last night, 
elements that will bode well for San Jose if they persist. 
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Is Quinn giving youngsters Bordeleau, Eklund a fair shake? 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

PRAGUE -- David Quinn might be off to a rough start with some Sharks 
fans. 

Fair or not, Quinn had a reputation with the New York Rangers for not 
giving his young players a fair shake. 

I’m not going to get into that debate -- I don’t agree with that accusation 
and have discussed it here. 

Quinn, however, didn’t endear himself to some fans when he sat both of 
the Sharks’ top prospects, William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau, in the 
team’s final preseason tune-up on Tuesday against Eisbaren Berlin.  

Quinn has previously said that the Sharks’ lineup against Eisbaren would 
be close to what we see on opening night against the Nashville Predators 
on Friday. So that could mean Eklund and Bordeleau scratched, and one 
step closer to being re-assigned to the San Jose Barracuda. 

Because the Sharks and Predators are in Europe, thousands of miles 
away from their AHL affiliates, the NHL has given both organizations 
special exceptions and allowed them to carry 27 players, four more than 
the norm, to Berlin and Prague. 

But that’ll change when both the Sharks and San Jose Barracuda play on 
Oct. 14. 

So why haven’t Eklund and Bordeleau cracked the Sharks’ top nine? 
Let’s keep in mind, for their development, that you want to avoid 
relegating these high-skilled prospects to the fourth line.  

Earlier in camp, Quinn offered, “Usually for young players, it’s what are 
you doing without the puck? These guys have all been great players with 
it. The next step at this level is to see who’s conscientious without it and 
making the right play and being patient.  

“Young players usually have to understand, it’s going to be a lot of shifts 
that you don’t touch a puck, and [you have to] be an effective player even 
when you don’t touch the puck.” 

He was talking specifically about Eklund, but he might as well have been 
speaking of Bordeleau too. 

“They’re going to have to take a job,” Quinn stressed. 

So have Eklund and Bordeleau done enough to seize a top-nine job?  

Critics pointed to promoting penalty-killing specialist Matt Nieto onto the 
third line, over Bordeleau or Eklund, as a sure sign that Quinn is biased 
against youth. 

I see it another way. Now, I will say, I think Bordeleau in particular has 
had a good camp, and he deserves to be in the Sharks’ top nine. 

But I also think I see Quinn’s point of view: Agree or not, putting Nieto 
with third-line center Nick Bonino is a signal that the bench boss is 
leaning more toward defense for that group. 
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That’s not Eklund or Bordeleau’s forte right now, not just yet in their 
career development track. 

Assistant coach Scott Gordon offered insight on specific defensive areas 
where Eklund and Bordeleau have shown their inexperience in this 
preseason. 

“Thomas's play has been a lot better,” Gordon said on Sept. 30 in 
Anaheim. “His awareness down low, where he should be as far as 
positioning his stick, coverage responsibilities. It's been getting better 
every game.” 

Of Eklund: “He had been playing a little bit higher in the defensive zone 
than we want.” 

So Eklund and Bordeleau, if you’re following what I suspect is Quinn’s 
line of thinking, aren’t really competing for a top-nine job. With their 
offensive-leaning skills, the more accurate question is, did they do 
enough to seize a top-six spot in camp? 

That’s a legitimate question: Who are you taking out of the Sharks’ top 
six, even with Alexander Barabanov injured? 

You’re not taking out Timo Meier, Tomas Hertl or Logan Couture. And 
while there’s an argument for them, Eklund and Bordeleau aren’t 
automatics over Oskar Lindblom, Luke Kunin, or Kevin Labanc. 

Consider too that Quinn, from the beginning of camp, has wanted to see 
Lindblom-Couture-Labanc together -- they were together on the first day 
of camp -- and with Lindblom banged up since then, the coach hasn’t 
really had the chance until Berlin. 

Just my opinion, I’d put Kunin back on third line, keep that as the solid 
two-way unit as originally intended with Bonino and Noah Gregor. Then, 
depending on how good you feel about Bordeleau on the right wing -- I 
actually have no idea how adept he’d be -- I’d slot him on either Tomas 
Hertl or Logan Couture’s flank. 

But Kunin and Hertl have appeared to have found instant chemistry in the 
preseason, so it’s not exactly a cut-and-dry decision there. 

Anyway, I think Quinn likes Eklund and Bordeleau just fine. They might 
just not be quite what he’s looking for, not just yet. 

“They need to continue to improve and do the things that we've 
addressed with them that will allow them to be successful NHL players,” 
Quinn said in Prague. “We're real happy with their progress. This is not in 
any way, shape or form saying we're disappointed with them. It's a tough 
league. It's a hard league for young players to play in.” 
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Inside Sharks’ Tomas Hertl’s ‘special moment’ in Prague homecoming 
game 

 

Corey Masisak 

6-8 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

PRAGUE — The moment Tomas Hertl has been looking forward to for 
months arrived Friday night in his hometown, and there were a couple of 
memories that he will cherish forever. 

Hertl, the most popular player in both cities he calls home, had the 
chance to sing his national anthem in the rink where he played his first 
professional game. Later, the fans who came to see him had the 
opportunity to sing his name after Hertl scored San Jose’s lone goal in a 
4-1 defeat against the Nashville Predators. 

“It was a pretty special moment, obviously,” new Sharks coach David 
Quinn said. “(Hertl) has been thinking about that for a long time. 
Obviously happy for him. I thought the team got a little bit inspired by 
that. I thought they played better after that. Unfortunately, we only got 
one.” 

If that wasn’t the best image of Hertl so far, the one of him singing during 
the Czech anthem before the game might have a case. The look on his 
face told an entire story of a player realizing a dream, savoring this 
moment and why the importance of these NHL games played thousands 
of miles from home goes well beyond emotionless factors like brand 
engagement and potential financial growth. 

“I’m proud to be Czech,” Hertl said. “I was so fortunate because I saw all 
my family (during the anthem). They were standing under the flag. It’s a 
special moment. They can be here, all with me, my parents, my son and 
my wife. It was incredible.” 

The introductions and anthem might have been enough. But then Hertl 
found a loose puck during a scramble situation a few seconds after a San 
Jose power play had expired, and he scored what will rank as one of the 
most memorable goals of his life. 

There was an exaggerated celebration that felt perfect for the moment, 
and genuine for Hertl. He went through the congratulations line and then 
egged on the crowd for more. They obliged. 

Before the goal could be announced officially in the arena — the delay 
likely a result of the official scorers trying to figure out who deserved 
credit for the assists after the chaotic seconds in front of the Nashville net 
— the crowd took matters into its own hands. 

The patrons serenaded Hertl with a sing-song chant, one of the very best 
traditions in European sport. The Swiss fans did the same for Roman 
Josi in Bern during Nashville’s exhibition game. Logan Couture told 
reporters it gave him goosebumps on the bench, and he couldn’t imagine 
what it was like for Hertl. 

“It was a great moment,” Hertl said. “I remember because it is kind of 
how it works in Europe. I remember the times when I was playing for 
Slavia Prague and I would score and it was like the whole stadium would 
yell your name. It was so special. After that I was so pumped. I had 
another one on the top and I hit the crossbar.” 

The rest of the evening at O2 Arena won’t be as memorable for the 
Sharks. The first game of a new era for San Jose hockey looked 
promising for a while, but eventually looked too much like many of the 
long nights from the previous three seasons. A tweaked roster guided by 
a new coaching staff did not produce magical results beyond the Hertl 
tally. 

There are plenty of potential reasons for it. The Sharks need to adjust to 
new systems, new players, etc., while the Predators had a significantly 
more stable offseason. Nashville is also just expected to be a better team 
and looked more like it as the game wore on. 

There’s plenty of time to dissect what could be better this season for the 
Sharks or what can’t be fixed until next offseason or longer. There were a 
couple of notable differences from how the new coaches deployed 
players. 

The Sharks spent 6:04 on the power play. Erik Karlsson was on the ice 
for 68.9 percent of the time, plus he played the entire 1:56 of a four-on-
four situation. After the game, Karlsson said he’s played a lot in those 
situations for 13 years. While that is true, he didn’t always play this much 
in those spots over the past three years, in large part because of Brent 
Burns’ presence. 

Scoring goals was a huge problem for San Jose last season. It could be 
again this year, but using the club’s one superior offensive defenseman 
as much as possible in offensive situations is a simple but sound plan. 

Karlsson played more than 26 minutes overall, but his main partner at 
even strength, Scott Harrington, logged nearly 10 minutes fewer. While 
it’s clear that Karlsson and Mario Ferraro are going to soak up as many 
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minutes as they can comfortably handle, who might play the most 
beyond those two was a tough race to call during training camp. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic was the answer on opening night, logging exactly 
20:00 while paired with Ferraro at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. 
None of the other three defensemen played more than 16:10. It’s a fresh 
start for Vlasic, who only played more than 17 minutes one time last year 
in the club’s first 28 games, and he was a healthy scratch at one point. 

The search for more goals will continue Saturday night in Prague. The 
solutions to that problem might take a lot longer than the opening 
weekend to find. The celebration of Hertl will also continue for another 
night. 

“You could feel the love,” Karlsson said. “It’s a special thing. I think 
whether you’re on our team or Nashville, you’re happy for the guy to 
have this opportunity.” 

San Jose players, coaches and fans might have wished for more in the 
first game of a new era of Sharks hockey. Those emotional moments for 
Hertl to treasure will have to suffice. 

“As the game went on, I thought we got away from getting pucks to the 
net and getting traffic,” Quinn said. “For the most part, I thought up until 
they made it 3-1, we were hanging around. I liked some of the things we 
were doing. But once they made it 3-1, I thought there was a huge 
disparity in the way they played compared to the way we played. 

“I thought the last 25 minutes, they really took it to us, and I thought we 
got a little bit demoralized. We’ve got to toughen up a little bit mentally in 
that department.” 
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One Sign of Change, One Sign of Same 'Ol Sharks 

 

Sheng Peng 

4-5 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

PRAGUE – It might feel like the same old San Jose Sharks. 

And judging just based on the result, a 4-1 season-opening loss to the 
Nashville Predators before a sold-out O2 Arena, well, it sure looked 
familiar, right? 

But it’s also just one game: Two things caught my eye, one positive, one 
negative, one a sign of change, one a sigh of same ‘ol Sharks. 

Power Play 

The San Jose Sharks went 0-4 on the power play, but their lone goal, a 
rousing Tomas Hertl strike, was at the end of one PP, and a third period 
man advantage just lasted four seconds because of almost-matching 
minors. 

“Not bad, not good” was Erik Karlsson’s assessment of the power play. 
And that sounds about right for the 22nd-best PP in the NHL last year. 

But here are two things that I liked about the power play last night, 
elements that will bode well for San Jose if they persist. 

First, the Sharks were perfect on controlled PP entries last night, 8-of-8 
by my count. They entered the zone with possession of the puck with 
relative ease and were usually able to set up their formation. A couple 
missed, usually routine passes short circuited a couple emerging attacks. 

Here’s one entry that I liked in particular: Matt Benning (5) dropped it to 
Mario Ferraro (38), who dropped it to Nick Bonino (13), who slid it over to 
Oskar Lindblom (23). 

That was well-planned and executed, definitely good. 

The other thing that I liked about the San Jose Sharks’ power play? In 
about the same amount of PP time – San Jose had 6:04, Nashville 6:25 
– the Sharks, per SPORTLOGiQ, had 7 Slot Shots to the Preds’ 3. 

Kevin Labanc accounted for a healthy portion of those Slot Shots in one 
crash of the net on the team’s second power play of the night. 

You might ask, what do Slot Shots matter if you don’t score? 

Last year, in All Situations, the San Jose Sharks were 30th in the league 
with 11.8 Slot Shots Per Game. That’s awful. 

If the Sharks keep piling on the chances like they were able to on the 
man advantage tonight, something’s bound to go in. 

Okay, so that’s the good. Let’s skip to the ugly. 

Odd-Man Rushes 

For the game, the San Jose Sharks actually enjoyed a 16-15 Slot Shots 
edge. They had good chances and hit a pair of posts. If the Sharks 
averaged 16 Slot Shots a game last year, that would’ve put them near 
the league leaders. 

But Nashville had higher-quality chances, too many of them, reflected in 
the Preds doubling up the Sharks 9-4 in Odd-Man Rushes, according to 
SPORTLOGiQ. 

I mean, this was just a gimme to give up: 

Scott Harrington (4) looks bad for not killing the play on the wall, letting 
Kiefer Sherwood (44) find trailer Dante Fabbro (57), but he also didn’t get 
a lot of help from his back-checking forwards. Then Radim Simek (51) let 
the Fabbro pass through to Nino Niederreiter (22). 

It’s just a total breakdown, and that’s not the type of game that the San 
Jose Sharks can win with their firepower. 

So the Sharks had more positives than just Hertl’s stirring goal tonight. 
Hopefully, they build on them in the rubber match tomorrow night. 
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Preds Ruin Hometown Hero Hertl's Return to Prague 4-1 

 

Sheng Peng 

4-5 minutes 10/7/2022 

 

PRAGUE — The San Jose Sharks are the “road” team on opening night 
in Prague. Hometown hero Tomas Hertl got the Sharks on the board 
after an early Nashville Predators goal, but the Preds spoiled his 
homecoming and pulled out the 4-1 victory. 

Period 1 

Sherwood goal: Not a good shift by Couture. He turns it over in the OZ, 
then gets beat one on one by Sherwood in front. 

Corey Masisak had a theory, a smart one, that the San Jose Sharks 
would overload usage of their top power play unit of Karlsson-Couture-
Hertl-Meier-Kunin, because their second unit was less than 
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overwhelming. The Caps with Ovechkin have done this in recent years. 
But at the one-minute mark, the second unit came on. 

On ensuing PP though, should be noted the top unit took like a minute 
and a half. So looks like they have the license to extend. 

7 left: San Jose Sharks 2-on-1 started by nifty Mario Ferraro turn and 
escape from Nashville forecheck pressure, I think Jeannot. That’s a real 
good play. 

6 left: Sissons tried to bully Lindblom down low, but Lindblom wasn’t 
having it. Sissons just bounced off. There’s your new San Jose Sharks. 

5 left: Puck behind Saros, Gadjovich beat Carrier to shovel it to the front. 
Not sure if that was happening last year for Gadj? That was good. 

3 left: Couture tracked back well there, stayed with his man. What 
could’ve been dangerous wasn’t. 

2 left: Dead giveaway by Harrington leads to golden Preds chance that 
Reimer erases. 

Period 2 

Simpler but good pass by Harrington on wall, pressure, springs Sharks’ 
3-on-2. But then Karlsson pass to Meier misses, into skates, Preds go 
other way on 2-on-1, but offsides. First game of the year execution! 

Tolvanen goal: That’s a deadly shot to leave on the fourth line. Reimer 
will probably want that back from that angle though. Was it tipped? 

Gadjovich-Borowiecki fight, Boro gets off to quick start, but Gadjovich 
rallies and wrestles him down. Calling draw. 

Meier just rang a bar, after Hertl did in opening frame. 

Hertl and Kunin to start PK, with Vlasic and Ferraro. Ferraro stick deflects 
Duchene pass out. 

8 left: Gassed Vlasic had puck in corner, couldn’t get to it. Reimer saves 
top PK by vacumning puck. Now Nieto and Bonino out. Karlsson played 
ahead of Harrington on PK (Benning in box). 

6 left: Now Meier with Couture line. Lindblom hasn’t left bench. Hmm.  
But next shift, there’s Lindblom with Logan. 

Niederreiter goal: Harrington goes for a hit maybe he shouldn’t, leaving 
Reimer on 2-on-1. Simek doesn’t appear to defend the 2-on-1 well either, 
pass goes through, a gimme goal. 

3 left: Bad San Jose Sharks line change, Johansen breakaway, Reimer 
save. 

Period 3 

Now Couture and Nieto to start PK, still Vlasic-Ferraro behind them. 
Kunin in box. Forwards seem like they could be mixed like this on PK. 

Gadjovich OZ penalty, yikes. Wrong time for sure. Now Kunin, Couture to 
start. Maybe Sharks have 5-6 PK forwards they trust, they’ll just mix. 

San Jose Sharks forward corps are better than last year’s, but at 
moment, not doing enough to turn tide, even create serious momentum. 

Now a tough OZ penalty by Nieto as he’s trying to make something 
happen. 

Now Sturm between Lorentz and Gregor. Wonder if we see a line shuffle 
tomorrow. Now Couture taking Kunin’s spot on top line. Definitely an 
offensive push. 
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Hertl Talking Faster Than Usual in Prague, Kudos to Reimer 

 

Sheng Peng 
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PRAGUE — Hello from Prague! I’m on site for the San Jose Sharks’ 
season-opening games and I’m back on “Sharks Pregame Live”! Check 
out my first appearance of the year! 

Sheng Peng: Hello from Prague! We’re on the eve of the San Jose 
Sharks’ season opener against the Nashville Predators. The Sharks just 
had their morning skate. 

Of course, it’s not morning in San Jose! We’re nine hours ahead here so 
it was about 3 AM back home. But here’s some interesting news from the 
morning skate. 

First, we’re all excited to see how the Prague crowd will welcome native 
sons Tomas Hertl and Radim Simek. 

We know Hertl is excited. Nick Bonino joked this morning that Tomas 
Hertl always talks fast, but he’s been talking faster than normal the last 
couple of days. 

I think the next couple of games will feel like a home game for the San 
Jose Sharks. They’ve got Hertl and Simek, the Nashville Predators don’t 
have any Czechs. 

The other bit of news from morning skate is that James Reimer will get 
the opening night start. Kudos to him! 

Let’s rewind last year: Young heir apparent goalie Adin Hill was suppose 
to run with the No. 1 job. But by the Trade Deadline, the veteran James 
Reimer had emerged as the go-to guy. 

Then at the Deadline, the San Jose Sharks traded for Kaapo Kahkonen, 
another young heir apparent goalie. This summer, trade rumors swirled 
around Hill and Reimer, but not Kahkonen. It was Hill that got traded, but 
Kahkonen looked primed to be the No. 1. 

But instead, it’s the veteran Reimer who gets the opening night start. 

Don’t read too much into it: It’s a back-to-back, so Kahkonen will almost 
certainly get the start tomorrow night. It’s still a 1A-1B goalie situation. 

But credit to Reimer for coming out top again, if only for one night. 
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'Can't Even Wait': Hertl, Prague Excited to See Each Other Again 

 

Sheng Peng 
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Welcome guest writer Colton Pankiw! Colton currently writes for the 
Hockey Writers and Yahoo Sports NHL. 

The San Jose Sharks are in Prague and getting set to play in the 2022 
NHL Global Series, and nobody is more excited than Tomas Hertl. 

Teammate Nick Bonino joked during morning skate: “When Tommy Hertl 
gets excited, he talks really fast. And he’s been talking extra fast this 
week, so he’s pretty pumped to be here.” 
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The irrepressibly sunny Czech forward will get to play in his country for 
the first time since the 2012-13 season. Things have changed 
dramatically since that time. From a hockey standpoint, the 28-year-old 
has gone from being a highly-touted prospect to an NHL star. From a 
personal standpoint, he is now married with a son. 

As much as the trip to Prague for the San Jose Sharks is about playing 
hockey and bonding with teammates, it also provided a great opportunity 
for Hertl to make a lasting memory with his family. That was the case for 
Hertl, who was able to take his son Tobias on the ice Thursday 
afternoon. In fitting fashion, his parents were in attendance to watch, 
likely reminiscing similar moments they had with their son many years 
ago. It is clear that this opportunity has meant the world to all of them. 

“It’s awesome, to get family and my son on the ice. He can experience 
being there with me. Nothing is more special,” Hertl said yesterday. “I 
think even for my wife and parents to see me with my son on the ice was 
a special moment. Really happy they can see the games in Prague.” 

And it’s meant the world to Hertl’s many Czech fans to see their hero up 
close. There were a few thousand fans at practice to watch the San Jose 
Sharks and Nashville Predators yesterday. At practice. 

Hertl flashed his mega-watt smile when asked about this afterwards: “I 
never had practice with a lot of people like that, and it was just a great 
feeling. You’re coming home after 10 years when I used to play in 
Prague. Now you’re playing for the Sharks, and there’s so many kids 
cheering, cheering for us. It was an absolutely great experience.” 

The first of those games, as Hertl alluded to, will take place at 8 PM CET 
and 11 AM PT today, while the second will occur just 24 hours later. 
Facing off against the Sharks will be the Nashville Predators, a team that 
made the Western Conference playoffs last season with 97 points. 
Suffice to say, picking up wins in either contest won’t come easily, but 
you can bet the Prague crowd will be doing everything they can to 
provide momentum to Hertl and his teammates. 

Expect home-ice advantage for the Sharks: They have Prague’s prodigal 
son in Hertl, and Radim Simek, from nearby Mlada Boleslav. The 
Predators aren’t icing any Czechs. 

“I can’t even wait for tomorrow’s game,” Hertl beamed. 
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Preview/Lines #1: Reimer Comes Out on Top Again 
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PRAGUE – James Reimer has done it again. 

Last year, going into the year, it was presumed that Adin Hill was the heir 
apparent. After all, the San Jose Sharks had traded a second-round pick 
to the Arizona Coyotes for the young goalie last off-season. 

Hill, however, was beset by injuries and inconsistency, and by the Trade 
Deadline, the veteran Reimer had emerged as the Sharks’ No. 1. 

But then at the Trade Deadline, the San Jose Sharks traded for another 
heir apparent young netminder in Kaapo Kahkonen. 

This past summer, trade rumors swirled around two of the Sharks’ three-
headed goaltending monster, Hill and Reimer, but not Kahkonen. 

The writing seemed on the wall for Reimer once again. 

But then, Hill was dealt to the Vegas Golden Knights for a fourth-round 
pick, and now, Reimer’s been tapped for the opening night start against 
the Nashville Predators in Prague. 

“He’s just built off the year he had last year. He had a good camp,” San 
Jose Sharks head coach David Quinn said this morning. 

Now let’s not read too much into this: The Sharks play the Predators 
tomorrow night again, and Kahkonen will almost certainly get the start. 
Kahkonen played a lot of good hockey in the preseason too. It’s a 1A-1B 
situation right now, there’s no clear starter…yet. 

The bench boss insisted: “We really are happy with our goaltending 
depth.” 

But no matter how you cut it, opening night start is still an honor. 

“Reims has earned this opportunity,” Quinn acknowledged. 

San Jose Sharks (0-0-0) 
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Shane Wright plays at center for Kraken in preseason finale, which is 
where he’ll start this season 

 

Oct. 7, 2022 at 8:39 pm Updated Oct. 7, 2022 at 10:22 pm5-7 minutes 
10/7/2022 

By Geoff Baker  

 

EDMONTON, Alberta — Kraken rookie centerman Shane Wright skated 
out for this preseason finale as part of a lineup looking as close as could 
be to a dress rehearsal for next week’s regular-season opener. 

The fact he was back at center Friday night while incumbent centerman 
Yanni Gourde had again bumped a spot over as his left wing said 
everything needed about how this summer’s No. 4 overall draft pick 
Wright has not only made the team but will likely remain on it all season. 

Kraken general manager Ron Francis said as much before his team’s 5-3 
loss to the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place Arena, indicating there’s no 
reason to return Wright for a fourth year of junior hockey so long as he 
keeps playing this comfortably once the season opens. 

“We’re hoping he can be here all year,” Francis said in an interview on 
Friday afternoon. “That’s kind of what we were hoping for. The key thing 
is doing what’s right for him and making sure we’re not affecting his 
confidence and that kind of stuff.” 

That hasn’t been an issue for Wright, who played in the team’s last five 
preseason games. “There’s a lot of new things he’s facing, but he seems 
to be getting better and better each game,” Francis said.  

NHL rules prohibit 18- and 19-year-olds drafted out of major junior 
hockey from being sent to the minors. Wright can play in up to nine NHL 
games before the Kraken would have to either keep him all season or 
return him to the Kingston Frontenacs of the OHL. 

Wright for now isn’t taking anything for granted. 

“I just wanted to come into camp and like any other player I wanted to 
earn my spot on the team,” Wright said. “That was my mindset going into 
this camp. That was what I expected — that I’d have to earn my spot on 
this team … prove to coaches, the staff and my teammates that I belong 
here and I can play here.” 
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The Kraken again playing Gourde on the wing signals they’ll likely open 
with Alex Wennberg, Matty Beniers, Morgan Geekie and Wright as 
centers, with a couple of bottom roster forward positions still undecided. 
It was Beniers who snapped a 1-1 tie and put the Kraken ahead 11 
minutes into the middle period, chipping home a rebound after Oilers 
netminder Jack Campbell had robbed Andre Burakovsky with an initial 
diving stop.  

That 2-1 lead stood until Jesse Puljujarvi tied it 4:56 into the final period 
on a bang-bang pass across the goalmouth. Then, Edmonton took the 
lead with just 4:33 to go in regulation when goalie Philipp Grubauer 
misplayed a puck that ricocheted off Leon Draisaitl into the net. 

Jared McCann would tie it on the power play with 2:18 to go but Evander 
Kane put Edmonton back up just 19 seconds later on a snapper from the 
left faceoff circle. Connor McDavid added an empty net marker with 
Grubauer pulled. 

The late collapse dropped the Kraken to 4-2-0 on the preseason after 
winning their first four. It also undermined an otherwise strong Kraken 
road effort against an Oilers team bolstered with top-scoring regulars 
McDavid, Draisaitl and Kane. 

Beniers scoring his team-high fourth goal this preseason signals he’s 
ready for his part of this 1-2 youth punch up the middle the Kraken hope 
to have with him and Wright for years to come. As for forwards still 
fighting for Kraken roster spots, Daniel Sprong continued his strong push 
by opening the scoring 12:50 into the game after going for the net and 
picking up a loose rebound.  

“For sure I can score from the outside and from anywhere in the 
offensive zone,” Sprong said afterward. “But you know, when you go to 
the net you get five to 10 free ones a year. So, that adds up pretty good. 
They don’t ask ‘how’ they ask ‘how many’ at the end of the year. I know 
that’s part of my game and that the coaches wanted to see better hunger 
around the front of the net.” 

Sprong is one of three forwards — along with Karson Kuhlman and John 
Hayden — still battling for what could be one or likely two remaining 
roster spots now that the injured Joonas Donskoi appears unlikely to start 
the season. 

“I think the message that I got in the offseason was loud and clear,” said 
Sprong, who wasn’t tendered a contract after last season and only 
received his current one-year, two-way deal last week after being invited 
to camp on a tryout basis. “I think everyone knows in this league that I 
can provide offense. It’s the other (defensive) side of the game. I think 
I’ve shown in the practices and in the games that I’ve listened.” 

Kuhlman and Hayden both didn’t play Friday, though Kraken coach Dave 
Hakstol said that wasn’t an indicator of anything being finalized. He also 
cautioned the specific lines used in Friday night’s game were not 
necessarily what the team will go with. 

McCann was playing right wing alongside center Beniers, with 
Burakovsky on the left. 

Gourde, meanwhile, had played left wing previously on a line centered by 
Wennberg but was used with Wright this time. Hakstol said he’s 
comfortable using Gourde both on the wing and as a center against top-
scoring opposing lines. 

Now, he’ll have a few days to “clean up some pieces of our game” and 
decide where guys best slot and who the final cuts will be ahead of 
Wednesday’s season opener in Anaheim, California. 

“We’ve had a hardworking camp, a lot of guys that have had good 
camps,” he said. “Now, we have a couple of days to get a little bit of rest 
and then it’s for real.” 

 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.08.2022 

1254158 Seattle Kraken 

 

Kraken’s Chris Driedger wants to help youth hockey players try goalie 

 

Oct. 7, 2022 at 6:00 am4-5 minutes 10/7/2022 

By Kate Shefte 

 

Kraken goaltender Chris Driedger is out of action, but he is generously 
helping out potential replacements. 

His big-picture replacements. 

“I have some spare time on my hands over the next few months,” 
Driedger said. 

The Kraken announced June 7 that Driedger, 28, had successful knee 
surgery after suffering a torn right ACL on May 29. His estimated 
recovery timeline was seven to nine months. 

He found a rehab assignment — launching his first charitable 
organization. Driedger’s Keepers offered quick-change goalie pads to 
young players at the Grassroots Goalie Clinic last weekend at Kraken 
Community Iceplex. Designed for beginners, the gear goes over skater 
equipment and can be donned on the ice. 

Driedger said many children who want to try the position never do. One 
reason is their parents are concerned about the significant cost of goalie 
pads and how quickly they’ll be outgrown. Children’s goalie pads can 
range from $500 to well over $1,000. 

Driedger said he was lucky there were programs similar to the one he’s 
starting in Seattle in his hometown of Winnipeg, Manitoba, where his 
community center hooked him up. He was loaned pads out of their 
inventory for years. 

“I know minor hockey is just getting going in Seattle, and I thought it 
would be a good opportunity to step in and do something similar,” he 
said. 

His parents were able to feel relief, not fear, when he announced at 7 
years old that he was going to be a goalie. 

“I was just no good at being a player,” Driedger said, adding that he 
scored one goal in his first year and he seemed to recall it being an 
accident. 

“I was just not much of a contributor out there. My skating wasn’t great. 
But somehow, when I got in net, I was somewhat capable of at least 
contributing to the team.” 

Picking out new, temporary equipment as he grew gave way to one of his 
favorite parts of the job — designing his helmets and pads. Eventually he 
progressed out of hand-me-downs and called the shots on his first 
custom set. They had some gold in them, in honor of former Edmonton 
Oilers goalie Dwayne Roloson, who often wore gold on his pads. 

An expansion draft pick from the Florida Panthers, Driedger made a 
career-high 27 appearances for the Kraken last season with a 2.96 
goals-against average, an .899 save percentage and a shutout April 29. 

He suffered a knee injury during the third period of Team Canada’s gold-
medal game against Finland at the IIHF World Championships. Driedger 
took part in the tournament after the Kraken season ended. 

“Driedger’s injury at the world championships left us a little precarious, 
with only two goalies in the system,” Seattle general manager Ron 
Francis said this summer. 

Joey Daccord was the only other goaltender under contract besides 
starter Philipp Grubauer. Daccord spent most of the 2021-22 season in 
the American Hockey League. 
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Seattle signed veteran Martin Jones to back up Grubauer for the 
foreseeable future. Magnus Hellberg was also signed to a one-year deal 
in July, but he was claimed off waivers Monday by the Ottawa Senators 
when the Kraken went to assign him to the Coachella Valley Firebirds 
(AHL). The Senators had a need after it was announced Cam Talbot 
would be out of the lineup five to seven weeks because of an upper-body 
injury. 

So the Kraken are thinner at the position than perhaps they’d hoped, but 
fine. 

As for Seattle’s future netminders, if they enjoy the pressure, want to 
firmly control the outcome of the game, have quick reflexes or just aren’t 
very good at skating, Driedger wants to help. 

“I just want to open up the position as much as I can, and we’ll kind of 
see what happens,” he said. 
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NHL 2022-23 awards predictions: McDavid vs. Makar for Hart? Plus the 
big Patrick Kane trade question 

 

Scott Powers, James Mirtle, Dom Luszczyszyn, Aaron Portzline, Corey 
Masisak, Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin, Corey Pronman, Michael 
Russo, Jonathan Willis, Jonas Siegel, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy 
Rutherford, Eric Duhatschek, Allan Mitchell, Kevin Kurz, Josh Yohe, 
Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, 
Saad Yousuf, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, 
Sean McIndoe, Mark Lazerus, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman 
Dayal, Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, Joe Rexrode, Julian McKenzie, 
Jeremy Guerin2-2 minutes 08/10/2022 

 

Can Auston Matthews top Connor McDavid for the Hart Trophy for a 
second straight season? Or is Cale Makar the real threat to McDavid’s 
best-in-game status? Who are the early favorites for what look like tight 
contests for the Vezina and Calder trophies? And which team will win the 
Patrick Kane sweepstakes? 

The 2022-23 NHL season is upon us, and that means it’s time for The 
Athletic to ask its staff for their predictions. We’ll have team picks — like 
the Stanley Cup winner and the full playoff field — on Monday. For now, 
we start with all the major awards, plus the Kane question that will be 
hanging over the league until the Blackhawks star is dealt. 

To pick apart the results of our polling, provide context and give us a 
healthy critique, we’ve brought in senior national writer Sean Gentille, 
analytics guru Shayna Goldman and NHL betting expert Jesse Granger. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team. Voted on 
by the Professional Hockey Writers Association (PHWA). 

Gentille: This feels about right, given how last season played out, yeah? 
I’m not trying to knock Matthews — he was spectacular and deserved the 
votes he got — but voters get tired of voting for the same guy. It’s human 
nature. We see it in the NBA all the time. 
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Global Series memories, thoughts on Predators, Sharks and more: 
Duhatschek notebook 

 

Eric Duhatschek2-3 minutes 07/10/2022 

 

Tripping down Memory Lane can be a tricky path, you’ve got to guard 
against wandering down it too often, especially the longer you do this gig. 
This is the start of my 45th full-time season as a sports writer and I hadn’t 
intended to revisit until the NHL’s Global Series meant the official NHL 
season got underway Friday in Prague.  

The two games in Prague were the sixth and seventh NHL regular-
season games played there, but the first-ever visit by an NHL team came 
back in 1989 when the Calgary Flames spent a week there before 
heading off to Kiev, St. Petersburg and then Moscow on a 17-day trip 
officially called The Friendship Tour. Hakan Loob had retired after the 
Flames’ Stanley Cup victory to return to Sweden; the Flames were 
picking up his replacement, Sergei Makarov, in Moscow at the end of the 
trip.  

On that tour, Makarov had been given the opportunity to play for either 
CSKA, his former team, or Calgary, and he opted for Calgary. It was a 
time of great change for the NHL. Makarov was one of the first Russian 
players to receive official permission from the government to play 
professional hockey in North America.  

Months earlier, the Flames had drafted a young Czech named Robert 
Reichel 77th in the 1989 entry draft and the Hartford Whalers had taken 
an even bolder step, grabbing Robert Holik at No. 10.  

The tour guide, Jan Janda, volunteered to take two reporters, plus the 
coaching staff, out to Pribram, where the Czech national team training 
center was located and offered to act as translater for an interview with 
Reichel.  

Politically, times were changing, but no one knew exactly how quickly 
times would change or how soon players such as Reichel or Holik would 
be permitted to venture, freely, to North America. The most memorable 
part of the interview was when a tall, skinny player walked past us out of 
the rink. 
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NHL Hope-O-Meter results 2022-23: Ranking fans’ optimism for all 32 
NHL teams 

 

Sean Gentille2-2 minutes 07/10/2022 

 

Welcome to Year 2 of the Hope-O-Meter, where we take the preseason 
temperature of every NHL fanbase and turn it into a nice little list. Stay 
until the end. We implore you. 

The methodology is simple as ever, and it will stay as such. That is the 
Hope-O-Meter promise. One question: Are you optimistic about your 
team … or are you not? 

A couple quick notes before we get to business: 

• Last year, the breakdown was 73 percent hopeful, 27 percent not. This 
year, it’s 74/26. 

• There’s one more team over the 50/50 threshold this season, up from 
24 to 25. 

• More than 8,300 of you voted here, which is amazing. Thank you. 

• We picked one optimistic response and one pessimistic response per 
franchise, except in a few special cases. 
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• The answers were so, so, so fun to read. If you want to crack into them 
yourself, go for it. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes — 98.53 percent optimism 

Last season: 94.5 percent ↑ 

Optimist Corey: It feels like the Hurricanes finally have the depth of 
talent, from veterans to young guys, needed to truly contend for the 
Stanley Cup — that is, if their stars can play like stars. That means Aho 
and Svechnikov leading a truly formidable top forward line that can score 
like one of the Metro division’s best, Kotkaniemi at least matching 
Trocheck’s production from last year, and the power play not drying up 
like it did in the playoffs. 

Pessimist Jennifer: While we gained some good players, we lost two of 
our top 9 forwards and one of our top defensemen. 
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NHL 2022-23 Stanley Cup playoff chances and projected standings 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn1-1 minutes 07/10/2022 

 

The projections are based on 50,000 simulations of the remainder of the 
season, which factors in each team’s projected strength, current health, 
and their strength of schedule (which includes opponent strength, venue 
and rest). Each team’s projected strength is based on the projected value 
of the players on its roster based on Game Score Valued Added (GSVA) 
and can be found at the bottom of the article, along with a link to team 
depth charts containing projected GSVA values for each player. You can 
read more about GSVA and the model here. 

This page will be updated each morning. Click to expand any chart for a 
larger view. 
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ESPN / Can the Red Wings, Sabres or Senators make the NHL playoffs? 

 

Kristen Shilton 

19-24 minutes 

12:05 PM BST 

 

Fall is a season of renewal for hockey players. In the NHL, the calendar 
shift is a mindset switch. Crisper air and shorter days foster boundless 
optimism for the season ahead. Anything is possible. Every team has a 
realistic shot to still be playing in the spring. 

"You wouldn't be excited if you thought you were just playing to finish up 
outside of the playoff picture," Buffalo Sabres forward Jeff Skinner said. 
"That's what drives that excitement is everyone starts off with a clean 
slate. For us, expectations have started to build and that's something you 
want and that's something you obviously have to earn. It's just about 
taking that next step. Hopefully we can do that this year." 

He's not the only one. Buffalo is one of three Atlantic Division teams -- 
along with the Detroit Red Wings and Ottawa Senators -- on the rise, 
looking to bust a multi-season playoff absence. The organizations have 
patiently grown through their cores, recently added veteran talent in free 

agency and trades, and are closer than ever to making a push. 
Expectations are heightened. But what will come of them? 

Another NHL season will dawn next week. When it does, divisional races 
could wind up spicier than ever as exciting new teams enter the mix. 

Say hello here to the next wave of up-and-coming Atlantic clubs, a ready-
and-willing trio that's hoping to challenge the division's status quo. 

Detroit: Extreme Makeover edition 

Moritz Seider thought he might still be dreaming. 

The NHL's reigning Calder Trophy winner was asleep at home in 
Germany last summer when Detroit general manager Steve Yzerman 
made several key trades and free agent signings to significantly re-load 
the Red Wings roster. 

In rapid succession, Yzerman signed Andrew Copp, Ben Chiarot, David 
Perron and Dominik Kubalik. Then there was the trade with St. Louis for 
Ville Husso, who projects to be the club's new No. 1 starter alongside 
rising star Alex Nedeljkovic. 

To avoid seeing Detroit again go home early, Yzerman went big instead. 
Seider lapped it up. 

"My mom was awake already, and she just starts telling me all the new 
players we'd gotten," Seider shared with ESPN recently. "I was definitely 
shocked; couldn't believe it. So, I started texting everyone [to confirm]. I 
think we're all just really happy. Overall, we're looking at [being] a better 
team this year." 

The Red Wings were once perennial contenders in the Atlantic -- and the 
league at large -- reaching the playoffs in 25 straight seasons from 1990-
91 to 2015-16 and winning four Stanley Cups. Yzerman experienced that 
success first-hand, captaining the Red Wings for much of his 1,514-game 
career from 1983-2006 spent entirely in Motor City. 

It seemed inevitable when Yzerman stepped aside as Tampa Bay's 
general manager in 2018 he would end up back with Detroit. And so it 
was in April 2019 that the Red Wings announced Yzerman as Ken 
Holland's successor in the GM spot. 

Yzerman's retooling immediately centered around the core in place, 
including now-captain Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana. 
Since then, Yzerman's added top draft selections in Seider (taken sixth 
overall in 2019) and Lucas Raymond (fourth overall in 2020). They had 
excellent debut seasons in 2021-22, with Seider's 50-points campaign 
earning Rookie of the Year honors. 

Detroit has more exciting prospects in the pipeline, too. Defenseman 
Simon Edvinsson (drafted sixth overall in 2021) is coming off a great 
season with the SHL's Frolunda HC. Goaltender Sebastian Costa (15th 
overall in 2021) has shown steady improvement in Western Hockey 
League. 

Larkin hasn't experienced this depth of organizational talent before. It's 
already making his eighth NHL season feel like the most promising yet -- 
but still worthy of proceeding into with caution. 

"For sure it's the most excited I've been," Larkin said. "We just have to go 
out and prove [how good we are] and we have to do it together. We 
haven't really done much in the last five years, so we need to continue to 
have a chip on our shoulder. We have to earn [our chances]." 

Steering the on-ice turnaround will be new coach Derek Lalonde. 
Yzerman replaced Detroit's long-time bench boss Jeff Blashill in June 
with Lalonde, elevating the Lightning assistant to his first head role in the 
NHL. 

Lalonde could see the Red Wings' potential. He also knew it cratered last 
season when Detroit deteriorated defensively towards giving up the most 
goals against in the NHL (4.33 per game) from late February onwards. 

Fixing that was Lalonde's first order of business. Armed with experience 
from the Lightning's recent back-to-back Stanley Cup runs, Lalonde can 
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attest how the right personnel only goes so far. It's team structure that's 
foundational. 

"We had a saying in Tampa -- if they see it, they believe it," Lalonde said. 
"And the things we've shown them [defensively], they've already bought 
into in this short period. We were last or bottom three in every defensive 
category pretty much out there last year. And we emphasized that going 
into camp. I've liked our play away from the puck [this preseason], and 
there's been a commitment there. When they're translating things from 
video in the immediate practice after [seeing it], that means they're 
locked in and committed to it." 

What can that translate to for Detroit over an entire season? The Red 
Wings started 2021-22 well, going 12-9-3 through December 1 before the 
real damage of those defensive deficiencies -- among other factors -- 
took hold. Yzerman's injection of fresh faces should help the Red Wings' 
cause. But even so, Lalonde has been trying to preach patience. 

"It's emphasizing the process over outcome," he said. "There's that 
excitement with signing new players, and guys want this to turn around 
immediately. But then when you hit those bumps in the road, where we 
play pretty well but we don't get that outcome, frustration [builds]. I think 
it's our job to keep it on track, maybe temper those expectations more 
into a reality of where we're at [today], and just let the play and the 
improvement day to day hopefully take care of itself." 

A key to success then is cultivating the right attitude, still willing to learn 
but show off (a little) too. 

"We wouldn't call it pressure or expectations; I think we'd just call it a 
hunger," Seider said. "I think we're really, really looking forward to 
proving people wrong. We want them to see what we're all about, what 
Detroit is all about." 

The Red Wings can tell they're not alone in trending upwards, either. 
Their entire division is stacked with rosters on the rise. Larkin sounds 
wearily aware there are no guarantees for Detroit's trajectory. 

But there is, at the team's heart, true belief. 

"It's been a long offseason and a long couple of years here," Larkin said. 
"Just because we signed players, it doesn't mean that we're going to 
make the playoffs or we're that automatic team to get there. We have to 
go out and earn it. But we have more experience, and we can get out of 
the gate hot and go win some games." 

Continuity is key for the Sabres 

Rasmus Dahlin has never felt this before in Buffalo. 

After four turbulent seasons, the Sabres' No. 1 overall pick in 2018 is 
going into year five on genuinely solid ground. Where there's something 
akin to stability. 

It's an unfamiliar experience. And Dahlin is into it. 

"This is my first year where we can actually build on something," Dahlin 
told ESPN recently. "It's always been a new coach or new teammates or 
new something. This is the first year where we have the same core. I 
know we're a young and very talented group that are very ready to 
compete out there. It's a different feeling for sure." 

And it's one that's been brewing for a while. Buffalo had been slipping for 
over a decade, leading to what is now the NHL's longest-ever playoff dry 
spell, dating back to the Sabres' last appearance there in 2010-11. One 
strategy after another to rejuvenate the franchise failed. Buffalo had to 
pivot. 

Pouring a new foundation for the Sabres began earnestly in June 2020 
when former general manager Jason Botterill was let go. Botterill's 
surprising replacement was Kevyn Adams, a former NHLer with no prior 
GM experience who was, at the time, Buffalo's vice president of business 
administration. 

Adams' initial changes were swift. In March 2021, he fired head coach 
Ralph Krueger and made assistant Don Granato the interim bench boss 
before extending Granato's contract that summer. 

Trading Sam Reinhart to Florida and Rasmus Ristolainen to Philadelphia 
in July 2021 was the start of Adams' roster retooling. The same day 
Ristolainen was traded, Buffalo selected defenseman Owen Power first 
overall at the 2021 draft. 

The most critical decisions of Adams' tenure was still to come. Before the 
Sabres opened camp last season, he stripped then-captain Jack Eichel 
of the designation, and in November executed a blockbuster deal that 
sent the disgruntled center to Vegas in exchange for Alex Tuch and 
Peyton Krebs. 

Buffalo drafted Eichel second overall in 2015 with high hopes for his 
future there, but the relationship between player and team had rapidly 
deteriorated. Adams' trade signaled a new beginning for the Sabres in a 
rebuild where the team's core character would be prioritized as heavily as 
its on-ice performance. 

Adams received a multi-year extension from the Sabres in September to 
keep the forward march going. Granato is especially grateful for Adams' 
labor so far, and the consistency Buffalo is benefiting from. While Detroit 
and Ottawa reeled in several free agents over the summer, Buffalo 
added only Ilya Lyubushkin and Eric Comrie to its tight-knit mix. That was 
just fine with Granato. 

"It's really nice to have the amount of returning players that we do," 
Granato said. "As a coach, you're always handing off things to your 
players. You have your meeting, you have your video session, and they 
go play the game. This group has progressively grabbed those concepts 
and dialed in quicker and run with them in unison. There's a lot of 
passion out of that group, and there's a lot of love of teammates. They 
have fun, they embrace challenges. You want guys with that type of 
approach and attitude." 

That united front is a pillar of Buffalo's (hopeful) turnaround. It led to a 
shift for the team late last season, when the Sabres finished their 
schedule 12-6-3 to land fifth overall in the Atlantic. 

It was the Sabres' best landing spot at season's end since 2011-12, 
when they were third. And the push sparked more than a few fires that 
stayed well-lit through summer training. 

"I was kinda like, 'oh, why did we start playing this good too late?'" Dahlin 
said. "It made me very hungry going into this year and seeing what we 
can do with this team." 

"It left a bitter feeling," forward Tage Thompson said. "I think that's a chip 
that we're going to take with us into this season and remember the 
feeling and realize we don't want to be going home early. We want to 
carry that attitude right from the start of this year." 

There can be no conversation about Buffalo's present or future without a 
focus on Thompson. The 24-year-old was a first-round pick (26th overall) 
by the Sabres in 2016, who never found his game under Krueger. Then 
Granato moved Thompson to center last season and it led to a career 
year, with 38 goals and 68 points in 78 games. 

In August, Thompson inked a seven-year, $50 million contract to remain 
in Buffalo long term. He wanted the pressure that came with such 
commitment to the Sabres, and being a key cog in their resurgence. 

"The core group right now is at the tipping point of turning things around, 
and that always excites me, being part of something that's the foundation 
of something new," Thompson said. "It's a really close group here. 
There's a natural chemistry between everyone. When you have that, it's 
something special that becomes a brotherhood and you're willing to 
sacrifice your body for the guy next to you." 

Tuch can distill Buffalo down to a single word: unselfish. It's what the 
Syracuse native trusts will continue setting the Sabres apart and guide 
them back -- at some point -- to the postseason. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 8, 2022 

 

"We're in the stage of building towards something hopefully great," Tuch 
said. "To sit down and go through the process together as a full team is 
really helpful. But we try not to define success by one single goal. We 
can't be like, 'okay, it's a failure if we don't make the playoffs' or if we 
don't finish at a certain place in our division. We're a young team; we're 
trying to progressively get better. It's that inner competitiveness, but it's 
also that camaraderie that really brings the team together." 

Where that cohesion ultimately takes Buffalo by spring will be 
determined. Granato isn't setting any expectations for the journey -- not 
publicly, at least. What he wants most is for the Sabres to "identify why 
they love the game," and channel that passion into writing a new chapter 
of Buffalo hockey history that is only just starting. 

"I wouldn't put a cap on what they can do. And I'm not worried about what 
they can't do," Granato said. "We didn't finish a game last year where we 
felt overwhelmed. We felt aggravated and frustrated plenty of times, but 
never overwhelmed. That was a big switch for us. We went from like, 
'geez, how could we have won that game?' to now they're pissed off 
when they don't win. It's pretty powerful when it gets going in that 
direction. 

"As we do that, there'll be a threshold we hit where we start winning more 
consistently. Where that threshold is, I just know we're getting closer to it. 
When it turns to winning more, I don't know; but we're going in the right 
direction." 

Ottawa is owning the moment 

Brady Tkachuk admits Ottawa's been through tough times. But the 
Senators' captain also feels that the times are changing. 

"I think this is the tightest group I've ever been on," Tkachuk told ESPN 
after a recent practice. "Everybody is just themselves. It's fun to come to 
the rink. It's fun just hanging out with a lot of your good buddies and just 
getting to go to work with them. It's a special bond." 

The pleasure Tkachuk & Co. can take in that position rose from the 
ashes of a long-term organizational strategy which -- in theory -- is 
approaching a pinnacle. 

It was back on March 1, 2018, when Ottawa's late owner Eugene Melnyk 
wrote in a letter to fans that his team was "focus[ing] on the future" and 
entering a rebuild. 

That declaration stunned the fan base. Less than a year prior, Ottawa 
was in the Eastern Conference finals -- and came one goal shy of a 
Stanley Cup Final berth from there. The team had deservedly high hopes 
their momentum would last and stoked the flames by acquiring Matt 
Duchene via trade with Colorado in November 2017 to add firepower. 
Only it didn't. 

When Melnyk made his remarks, Ottawa sat 29th in the standings and 
would finish the season 30th. By September, captain Erik Karlsson had 
been traded to San Jose. Mike Hoffman was also gone. The Senators 
were starting over, with (almost) nowhere to go but up. Not that it 
happened overnight. 

Ottawa started its 2018-19 season poorly and all three of Duchene, Mark 
Stone and Ryan Dzingel were moved before the 2019 trade deadline. 
The Senators finished that season 31st overall. 

GM Pierre Dorion began to retool more intensely. He hired D.J. Smith as 
head coach in May 2019, and shifted focus onto Ottawa's future talents, 
including Drake Batherson, Josh Norris and Alex Formenton. In 2020, 
Dorion drafted Tim Stutzle third overall and Josh Sanderson fifth overall, 
adding to a prospect group that already included Tkachuk (the club's 
2018 fourth overall pick). Tkachuk would sign a seven-year extension 
with the team in October 2021 and, three weeks later, be named 
Ottawa's tenth captain. 

Slowly, and from the inside out, Ottawa was finding its way -- and Dorion 
was patient in that process. But this past summer, it was full steam 
ahead. Dorion untied Ottawa from Matt Murray in a trade with Toronto, 
and acquired Cam Talbot from Minnesota to be the team's next No. 1 

starter (Talbot has since suffered a rib injury that will hold him out for up 
to seven weeks; Anton Forsberg projects to be Ottawa's No. 1 in the 
meantime). 

Dorion didn't stop in the crease. He nabbed dynamic forward Alex 
DeBrincat in a draft-day trade with Chicago, and signed hometown 
product Claude Giroux. 

Couple those moves with a healthy Shane Pinto in the mix -- he missed 
most of last season with injury -- and Ottawa looks closer than ever to 
establishing a foothold in the Atlantic. Smith can see those changes 
developing too; but the operation is still in motion. 

"[There's a] confidence level, for sure," Smith said of what's different this 
season. "I think when you put a guy like Giroux and DeBrincat out there, 
these are real NHL players that the league knows and knows as top 
players. I think that helps the young guys have confidence because as 
much confidence as they have [normally], when you go into Washington 
and you see [Alex] Ovechkin and you see all the league's best, you still 
know you're a tier under them. At the end of the day, you earn your own 
confidence in this game and in this world, and we've got to earn it." 

There's a carefully curated core in Ottawa ready to do just that. Stutzle 
proved he's all-in on the Senators' potential last month, committing to 
stay in Canada's capital on an eight-year, $66.8 million extension. 

The 20-year-old can tell Ottawa is on the brink of breaking through. He's 
betting the rest of the league will see it, too. 

"Everyone knows on our team, that we're a good team," Stutzle said. 
"But we don't put pressure on ourselves. We've just got to play our way 
and play for ourselves. We've really got to show [from the start] what kind 
of team we are and the way we play." 

If Ottawa gets that buy-in across the board, will the Senators slide swiftly 
back up the standings? They haven't made playoffs since that Eastern 
Conference finals run, marking a franchise-record five-year drought. The 
Senators also boast more talent -- and cohesion -- now than they have in 
years. 

Expectations for Ottawa have increased accordingly. The Senators are 
determined to make that a positive thing. 

"Everybody's just ready to go; we're ready to show everybody what we 
believe in [with this team]," Tkachuk said. "But you don't want to put too 
much pressure from the outside on us and set numbers or set goals 
about where we want to finish. What successful teams need to do is push 
each other to be their best. That's what we'll do." 

"Everyone says you want to make playoffs," Stutzle added. "But in the 
end, you need 100 points to get in. So that's a lot. We just try to play our 
game, focus on ourselves and that'll be the most important thing." 

Spoken like a true veteran, more of whom the Senators now hold. 
Tkachuk said he's "leaned heavily" on Giroux -- the former long-time 
captain of the Philadelphia Flyers -- to keep developing his own 
leadership skills. And Stutzle has sensed an increased maturity in the 
whole group coming through. 

It's an easy time to be optimistic. Stutzle trusts that Ottawa can make 
those good feelings last. 

"I think we are going to work every night," he said. "We're going to show 
the fans that we play for the city, play for the team and just work every 
night. We want to outwork the opponent, and I think that's the way we 
can win." 

Who has the best playoff chances? 

The Florida Panthers, Tampa Bay Lightning, Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Boston Bruins topped out the Atlantic last season and earned playoff 
berths. 

Detroit has the best chance of breaking into that fold. 
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The Red Wings have depth at every position as well as experience. Their 
goaltending situation also projects to be more stable than Buffalo's (with 
Anderson's injury history) and Ottawa's (Talbot is already sidelined for 
weeks). The Senators and Sabres will be exciting to watch and exhibit 
the great potential in their ranks. Both teams will be counting on 
contributions from a lot of young players, though. That often leads to 
growing pains. 

Even if Detroit wants to downplay some of the impact its newcomers will 
make, there's no denying how much better more established players -- 
Copp, Perron, Chiarot, and Husso especially -- should make on that 
roster. Add to that the growth of Raymond and Seider, the dialed-in 
details from Larkin and Bertuzzi, plus the championship pedigree of 
Lalonde's past, and there's a lot to like about where Detroit is heading. 

Health will be key, of course (as it is for all teams). The strides taken by 
Ottawa and Buffalo should be major. But it's Detroit though who should 
be making the top tier of their division most nervous. 

ESPN LOADED: 10.08.2022 

1254191 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Cap-strapped Oilers face unfamiliar roster inflexibility as 
pre-season wraps up 

 

Mark Spector 

October 8, 2022, 12:53 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Eight pre-season games are in the books, finally, and 
what we have learned about this Edmonton Oilers team?  

When it comes to the salary cap, they’re screwed.  

One hundred and sixty five dollars.  

That was walking around money, back in the day when we used to carry 
“walking around money.”  

Today, that is the amount of cap flexibility the Oilers have as they enter 
the 2022-23 season deep into Long Term Injury Reserve.  

So, as we offer our collective relief — after a 5-3 win over the Seattle 
Kraken — that another stultifying pre-season is now in the rear view 
mirror, what greets general manager Ken Holland’s team is a level of 
roster inflexibility never before seen here in Edmonton.  

NHL Preseason Highlights: Oilers 5, Kraken 3 

For starters, as we await Saturday’s 2 pm ET announcement on whether 
winger Mattias Janmark will clear waivers, that $1.25 million salary will 
solve a lot of issues if it lands elsewhere in the NHL. If he does not get 
claimed, as we suspect will be the case, Edmonton will be forced to place 
Devin Shore and his $850,000 salary on the waiver wire as a response, 
in their quest to be cap compliant by Monday.  

If Shore goes unclaimed, then Edmonton — which could be running that 
scant 21-man roster for the foreseeable future — will have a fourth line 
missing veterans Shore and Janmark, but including minor league vet 
Brad Malone, Derek Ryan, and perhaps even Jesse Puljujarvi. 

Kailer Yamamoto and Warren Foegele are both injured to some unknown 
degree, but for the purposes of this column we’ll assume they’ll be ready 
to play by Wednesday night. A such, this is our best guess on how the 
Oilers will line up when the rosters are declared on Monday:  

Kane – McDavid – Yamamoto  

Holloway – Draisaitl – Hyman  

McLeod – Nugent-Hopkins – Foegele  

Malone - Ryan - Puljujarvi  

Nurse – Ceci  

Kulak – Bouchard  

Broberg – Barrie  

Campbell  

Skinner  

Once the Oilers get to Opening Day on Wednesday however, a few 
things could happen. But remember, Edmonton has exactly $165 in 
wiggle room — so they can’t do much.  

In order to call up a million dollar player the Oilers have to send $1 million 
or more in contracts down to Bakersfield.  

One move we could see Edmonton making on Wednesday morning, 
simply on the strength of their respective training camp performances, is 
to call defenceman Markus Niemelainen up to the big club and send 
Philip Broberg down. Broberg has to start the season on the NHL roster 
because of bonus clauses, but Niemelainen outplayed Broberg this fall.  

We suspect Niemelainen will be farmed out over the weekend, but may 
not leave Edmonton. Broberg, meanwhile, did not seize his training camp 
opportunity, and would not be hurt by a little more AHL seasoning. That’s 
a move that is easily made as neither player requires waivers, and 
Broberg ($863,333) makes more money than Niemelainen ($762,500).  

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

Up front it gets more complex, however.  

Let’s say that Janmark and Shore remain Oilers, and both are sent down 
to the AHL on Sunday so the team can be cap compliant on Monday. 
Ideally, you’d like to have Malone in Bakersfield, and one or both of 
Shore and Janmark on the NHL roster.  

But how do you get them there?  

Malone makes $762,500. Shore makes $850,000. Janmark makes $1.25 
million.  

Alone, Malone’s demotion does not open up enough cap space to bring 
up either Shore or Janmark. But perhaps the roughly $100,000 gained in 
the Niemelainen-Broberg swap allows for a Shore-Malone swap.  

How did we get here?  

Well, as some folks would say, it’s always Jesse Puljujarvi who gets the 
blame.  

Holland spent the summer trying unsuccessfully to trade Puljujarvi and 
his $3 million salary, and built a roster that was supposed to have the 
flexibility provided by having moved out $3 million in salary.  

Holland wanted a second round pick for the big Finn, and couldn’t find 
one on the open market. Give Holland credit for sticking to his price, but 
this bind he is in is a result of that as well.  

Warren Foegele was another trade target, but with two years left at 
$2.75, he is harder to move than Puljujarvi, who has only this season left 
on his contract.  

Could Holland cave, and move Puljujarvi for a third round pick, and 
maybe a fifth?  

It would solve his cap issues, but he’ll likely let the season play out and 
see if injuries find some relief for his roister plight. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weegar's Flames extension brings Treliving's stroke-of-
genius trade full circle 

 

Eric Francis 

October 7, 2022, 5:21 PM 

 

CALGARY – So much for the narrative that no one wants to sign in 
Calgary. 

With a stroke of the pen Friday morning MacKenzie Weegar became the 
third prominent NHLer in the last seven weeks to make a long-term 
commitment to a team and a city that spent the early part of the summer 
being rejected. 

An eight-year, $50-million ($6.25 AAV) contract extension for the 28-
year-old defenceman solidifies the trade that brought him to the Flames 
as a package deal for Matthew Tkachuk as a stroke of genius for GM 
Brad Treliving. 

Consider the trade returns: both Weegar and Huberdeau are now signed 
long term (the latter at eight years and $84 million); prospect Cole 
Schwindt had a decent NHL camp and will get prominent play with their 
AHL affiliate; and, the first-round pick from Florida was instrumental in 
allowing the Flames to dump Sean Monahan’s contract, opening the door 
for the signing of Nazem Kadri.    

All of which turned a sordid situation involving the departures of Johnny 
Gaudreau and Tkachuk into a re-tooled core that is locked up and loaded 
to contend for several years. 

Somehow, against all odds, Treliving recultivated an environment a 
newbie like Weegar and the others all wanted to be part of.  

“One of the reasons I signed here is because I believe in this team” said 
Weegar after news of his deal broke during morning skate. 

“They want to win, and we have a winning team, a winning coach, a 
winning culture in here." 

Pressed for more on why he quickly decided he wanted to stay in 
Calgary long term, Weegar beamed.  

"The winning culture: Looch (Milan Lucic) and (Blake) Coleman, Naz, 
Darryl (Sutter), lots of guys who have won here, and that's important,” he 
said. 

“We need that down the stretch. They want to win now. I want to win 
now. I think everybody in this room wants to win here. The city wants to 
win. Passionate fanbase. Right from when I got here everybody was 
super excited to have us three come in here." 

Do new look Flames now have enough depth to make Stanley Cup run? 

You can bet Weegar was heavily influenced by Treliving’s ability to ink 
Huberdeau just a few weeks after the shock of leaving Florida. 

They are the best of pals. 

"He kept giving me an elbow or two in the gut, saying, 'when are you 
going to do it?'” he laughed. “I kept saying the same thing to him as you 
guys, 'hopefully soon.' Now maybe I can get a house next to him or 
something like that." 

Keeping up a strong Treliving tradition when it comes to in-house 
extensions, the cap hit came in slightly lower than many in the hockey 
world expected. 

Not an easy task considering Weegar would’ve had plenty of suitors 
waiting for him on the open market next summer. 

While it’s cliché for critics to decree that any max-term deal for a veteran 
won’t age well, the reality is this: with impending salary cap growth, there 
are plenty of reasons to believe Weegar is positioned to provide great 
value for the bulk of it. 

After all, he fits into a top six that may very well be the league’s best. 

“They were all excited, just shaking my hand, saying 'congratulations,'” 
said Weegar of his teammates’ reaction. 

“A few of them said, 'well deserved,' but they don't really know. They 
haven't really seen me play too, too much. The expectations are high 
within the teammates, which is great.” 

Therein lies one of the most fascinating elements of the signing: no one 
is quite sure just yet where he’ll slot in this most talented of blue lines. 

Expected to start alongside Chris Tanev on the team’s chief shut-down 
pairing, the versatile, puck-moving defender will have plenty to prove if 
he’s to be considered better than his partner, as well-rounded as Noah 
Hanifin or as integral as Rasmus Andersson. 

Of his 44 points last season as part of Florida’s top pairing, only three 
came on the power play – a number sure to change as Sutter gives him 
opportunities to grow his game with the man advantage. 

When world-class partner Aaron Ekblad went down with an injury last 
season, Weegar continued to post astronomical analytics while pacing 
the Panthers to the President’s Trophy.  

As good as he’s been the last few years as a late-budding star in Florida, 
no one doubts there’s plenty more upside than he’s shown. 

"Good player. Good city. Good team," said Sutter, who admittedly hasn’t 
seen much from Weegar through the pre-season. "He's a good player. 
He can play both sides. He's got a zest for the game. He's coachable. 
He's the right age group. He's got a lot going for him." 

Shortly after arriving in Calgary to get acclimated there was never much 
doubt this deal would get done. His agent/uncle Matthew Ebb said as 
much. 

Still, there was relief to get it signed, which the Ottawa native said will be 
followed by an emotional reflection given how far he’s come on a journey 
that saw the late draft pick battle through adversity and rejection at 
almost every level of hockey  

“It means everything,” said Weegar of the life-altering pact. “When I 
signed the deal I just kept thinking of how long of a road it's been for me 
since Junior B, to the (East) Coast (League) and now to here. All my 
friends and family and all the support, I think it's not just me that signed 
the deal. It's everybody around me. 

“My mom, I think, has always thought that and her brother Matt, my 
uncle, my agent. Those two have always kind of believed in me. My 
friends. Everybody has just been so supportive of me. When times were 
tough everybody brought me up. I really have no words. It's going to sink 
in a little later, I think. It'll be emotional later. I'll call my mom and my dad. 
I couldn't be more thankful. 

“This is just crazy.” 

For the player, as well as the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bumpy pre-season deflates start of high-stakes Canucks 
campaign 
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Iain MacIntyre 

October 8, 2022, 2:00 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — The second biggest change for the Vancouver 
Canucks this summer was a total renovation of their compound beneath 
Rogers Arena. 

The organization has spent millions to renovate the dressing rooms, build 
a new lounge, medical room and gym for players, and expand coaching 
and staff offices. There wasn’t much space available within the arena’s 
compact footprint, but at least the media work room was cheap and easy 
to claim and repurpose. Like, who's going to complain? 

The impressive construction project, alas, is not quite finished, so no one 
has yet seen the finished product. The same goes with the hockey team. 

The Canucks’ pre-season ended Friday with a win and a trade. But after 
seven National Hockey League exhibition games and a 2-3-2 record, we 
still haven’t seen the new-and-improved Canucks. 

Their big summer spends on Russian free agents Ilya Mikheyev and 
Andrei Kuzmenko should significantly upgrade Vancouver’s top-nine 
forwards, giving the team more speed, skill and scoring depth. 

But on the third day of training camp, two weeks ago, first-line incumbent 
Brock Boeser mysteriously injured his hand, requiring minor surgery that 
forced him to miss the entire pre-season. And the next day, in the 
Canucks’ first tuneup game, Mikheyev suffered a lower-body injury on a 
hit against the Calgary Flames. He hasn’t played since. 

The good news is coach Bruce Boudreau said Friday morning that both 
wingers will travel with the team to Edmonton for next Wednesday’s 
season-opener against the Oilers, although they may not play until later 
in the challenging five-game road trip that at least allows tradesmen time 
to finish their work on Canucks headquarters. 

Those early injuries, however, deflated much of the excitement the 
Canucks carried into training camp after finishing last season 32-15-10 
under Boudreau. They also set a dispiriting precedent, as Boeser and 
Mikheyev were followed to the infirmary by defencemen Travis Dermott 
(concussion) and Tyler Myers (undisclosed), who will miss the first two-
to-four weeks of the regular season, Boudreau said. 

Then in Friday’s 4-0 win against the profoundly-dismal looking Arizona 
Coyotes, who managed only seven shots in 60 minutes against Canucks 
starter Thatcher Demko, top-six Vancouver winger Conor Garland left the 
game injured after taking a second-period hit from Laurent Dauphin. 

This was shortly after the Canucks announced on Twitter that they had 
unloaded bottom-six forward Jason Dickinson and his $2.65-million 
salary, along with a second-round pick, in exchange for budget-friendly 
Chicago Blackhawks defenceman Riley Stillman. 

The transaction saves the Canucks $1.3 million in cap space this season 
and next. It also gives the team some experienced depth and grit on 
defence — which likely will be put to use next week due to the absences 
of Dermott and Myers. 

“We see him as a third-pairing defenceman,” Canucks general manager 
Patrik Allvin told reporters during the second intermission. “Character 
guy, hard to play against. He'll help us with our depth. 

“Dermott and Myers are out here, hopefully week to week or in Myers' 
case, two to four weeks. But we're looking at all options to make our 
team better depth-wise. To have a guy like Riley Stillman coming in here 
helps us, being a little bit harder to play against and also getting a 
younger defenceman.” 

Stillman, 24, has spent most of the last three years in the NHL after 
launching his career as a fourth-round, 2016 draft pick of the Florida 
Panthers. Last season, he had 12 points and 36 penalty minutes in 52 
games in Chicago, averaging 15:04 of ice time and managing just a 39.2 
per cent shot-share for the poor Blackhawks. 

Stillman’s salary of $1.35 million is barely half of what Dickinson is owed. 

Asked about the cap savings and cost of doing business (the second-
round pick), Allvin said: “It's part of the league. And operating in LTIR, as 
we are right now, you want to make sure you have flexibility moving 
forward here. (Saving cap space) was part of it, but we were also happy 
to get Riley back. 

“It's something that me and my staff always talk about — the value of 
cash, the value of picks and you see around the league what it costs in 
today's cap world.” 

The savings on Dickinson give the Canucks enough flexibility to add 
another player before Wednesday if Allvin finds an upgrade. 

“We’ll see,” he said. “We've got another couple of days here to keep you 
guys busy." 

Stillman will get an opportunity with the Canucks. So, too, could Swedish 
rookie Nils Aman. 

With the trade of Dickenson, who bombed in his only campaign with the 
Canucks, managing just five goals and 11 points in 62 games last year in 
what he described as a “garbage” season, Aman, 22, or minor-leaguer 
Sheldon Dries looks likely to start the season as the fourth-line centre 
beside newcomers Curtis Lazar and Dakota Joshua. 

It was an underwhelming pre-season for many Canucks prospects, but 
Aman and countryman Linus Karlsson, both signed by Allvin last spring, 
competed well and survived with the NHL group through Friday’s pre-
season finale. 

On defence, top prospect Jack Rathbone was solid and should start the 
season on the Canucks’ roster, although his waiver-exempt status could 
make him a chip Allvin plays to make the team cap-compliant by 
Monday’s deadline. 

Other NHL depth players like defenceman Kyle Burroughs and winger 
Nils Hoglander, who opened training camp on the fifth line, also showed 
well in the pre-season and solidified spots on the Canucks. Defenceman 
Tucker Poolman, who played only four minutes in the final three months 
of last season due to complications from migraine headaches, got better 
as the pre-season progressed and appears to again be part of 
management’s plan for the team. 

Kuzmenko and young stars Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes were 
excellent. Kuzmenko, the 26-year-old free agent from the Kontinental 
Hockey League who drew interest from at least 20 NHL teams before 
choosing the Canucks on a one-year contract, had a goal and assist 
against the Coyotes and finished the pre-season with three goals and 
three assists in four games. 

He is part of a dynamic power play that could help Pettersson build a 
monster season. Pettersson has been the Canucks’ best player since 
camp opened. 

But all of this was shaded by the injuries, five winless games to start the 
pre-season and the disconcerting reality the Canucks head to opening 
night without a full lineup or proper dress rehearsal. 

“The good thing is that we have seen a lot of our depth players,” Allvin 
said. “I'm really happy to see the younger players pushing the older guys 
in practice and giving us some hard discussions about the opening-night 
roster. It's a fine balance. I think the coaching staff know what they have 
in the older guys... but we've been really satisfied to see a lot of younger 
players.” 

Boudreau has said the season will be a “disaster” if the Canucks fail 
again to make the playoffs. Their slogan, displayed daily on players' t-
shirts, is "Unfinished Business." Rarely has so much been expected from 
a team that has accomplished so little. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets pre-season wrap: Six things that stand out ahead of 
2022-23 campaign 

 

Ken Wiebe October 8, 2022, 1:47 AM 

 

CALGARY — Now that the dress rehearsals have come to a close, it’s 
time to sort through what Rick Bowness and his staff have learned about 
this edition of the Winnipeg Jets and what the final roster decisions will 
be. 

Friday’s 5-3 win over the Calgary Flames left the Jets with a 4-1-2 record 
after six pre-season games, but what history has taught us is that those 
results won’t play much of a role when the curtain actually raises next 
Friday at Canada Life Centre with a game against the New York 
Rangers. 

That’s not to say nothing that transpired over the past two weeks and 
change didn’t matter, quite the contrary actually. 

The work done between games is equally important, but those dress 
rehearsals revealed plenty of things when it comes to roster construction 
and how prepared this group is to execute the aggressive systems that 
are now being implemented. 

“We’ve got a great team here. We do. We’re going to continue to get 
better,” said Bowness. “We believe in ourselves and it’s going to be a fun 
year.” 

After all of the talk about the importance of ownership and the veterans 
needing to lead the way, there’s little question the Jets top guns played 
their best hockey when the opposing lineups improved during the final 
two games. 

Whether it was Pierre-Luc Dubois scoring twice before exiting with a 
lower-body injury for precautionary reasons or Kyle Connor ripping home 
a one-timer, then setting up Mark Scheifele for a shorthanded goal (no, 
that is not a misprint) or Nikolaj Ehlers scoring a bank shot from below 
the goal line, the offence is being led by the folks who are expected to be 
driving the bus this season. 

“Yeah probably wasn't our prettiest. A little sloppy, got away from us a 
little bit in second but we capitalized on our chances, which was great,” 
said Scheifele. “I think we're all happy to get training camp over with on a 
winning note.” 

The Jets will spend the next four days in Banff as part of a team-building 
experience that will also include three practices. 

Here are some thoughts on what stood out during training camp: 

The defence is still crowded 

The blue line has been under the microscope since training camp began 
and the truth of the matter is the competition may continue through four 
practices next week. 

Ville Heinola got the final game-speed opportunity on Friday, skating 
alongside Nate Schmidt on the third pairing, as Dylan Samberg, Logan 
Stanley watched patiently from the sidelines. 

It was a relatively quiet night for Heinola — and that’s not necessarily a 
bad thing since there were a few times during training camp when a 
mistake ended up in the back of the net with him on the ice. 

While Heinola was on the ice for the Flames' third goal from Nazem 
Kadri, he finished with one shot and took 24 shifts for 15:30 of work, 
including 51 seconds on the power play. 

Heinola was part of a three D-man second unit during a third-period 
power play, and for a team looking to activate their blue-liners with 
regularity, he’s got the skill set to contribute in that area. 

Even after six pre-season games, it’s still too early to tell which blue-liner 
won the competition for the sixth spot, and Bowness wasn’t about to 
show his hand on Friday. 

“We’re going to have to sort that out in the next couple of days,” said 
Bowness. “They’re mobile and…we’ve got some tough decisions to 
make. There’s no question.” 

Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo was asked for an assessment of what 
he’s seen from those on the blue line so far. 

“Probably just how deep we are. We have a lot of guys that maybe won’t 
be in on opening night that can contribute,” said DeMelo, who had two 
assists and is set to open the campaign on the top pairing with Josh 
Morrissey. “Competition is good, internal competition is good. Even up 
front, a lot of guys are playing hard and doing a lot of good things. It’s 
exciting for our team that we have guys that are developing and can help 
the team immediately. 

The number of D-men in camp was reduced by one to nine on Friday 
afternoon when Johnny Kovacevic was placed on waivers. 

Kovacevic, 25, could draw some interest on the waiver wire, but one 
thing to remember is that the three-year deal he signed this off-season 
(that includes a substantial AHL salary in the first two seasons - 
$150,000 and $250,000 - and a one-way deal in the final campaign) 
could either serve as a deterrent or an incentive to a team putting in a 
claim. 

That’s not said to sit on the fence, it just depends on the perspective of 
the team showing interest, as it could be viewed as cost certainty or a 
major commitment. 

Although the Jets still have one decision to make when it comes to the 
13th forward job, it will be interesting to see if the organization shows any 
interest in Mattias Janmark. 

Bowness is familiar with Janmark from his time with the Stars and while 
he doesn’t produce much offensively, he is a conscientious and versatile 
forward with 420 NHL games of experience (including three seasons of 
double-digit goal production). 

Janmark, 29, signed a one-year deal with the Oilers during the off-
season worth $1.25 million but was placed on waivers Friday with the 
purpose of assigning him to the Bakersfield Condors of the AHL. 

Other depth forwards that could generate interest on the wire include 
Jordan Martinook of the Carolina Hurricanes and Andreas Johnsson of 
the New Jersey Devils. 

Johnsson has one more season left at $3.4 million, while Martinook has 
two years left on his deal that carries an average annual value of $1.8 
million. 

The pack mentality 

For the second time in as many games, Jets forward Cole Perfetti was on 
the receiving end of a heavy hit from a Flames forward. 

This time it was Dillon Dube who appeared to catch Perfetti on the 
numbers, prompting a melee. 

“Of course, but I love our response. I talked to the players after the game. 
You take a run at one of us, you take a run at all of us. We’ll kill those 
penalties,” said Bowness. “We’re not going to hesitate to stick up for 
each other. Group mentality. We’re a team, and we’re going to stick up 
for each other. We’re a family. If they take a run at one of us, they take a 
run at all of us. It’s as simple as that.” 

The Jets don’t have a designated tough guy, but they aren’t going to be 
backing down either. 

“It’s going to have to be by committee. Obviously we have guys that can 
handle themselves better than others,” said DeMelo. “You don’t have to 
go in there and start brawling everybody. As long as you’re in there in 
numbers and getting in the mix. That goes a long way.” 
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The 30th overall pick in the 2022 NHL Draft made an impact during his 
first training camp with the big club, despite sitting out roughly a week 
with a minor injury. 

In his three pre-season games, the Finnish winger provided glimpses of 
his enormous potential, flashing a skillset that definitely translates, thanks 
in part to his blazing speed and finishing ability. Of course, there’s an 
urge to try and push fast forward, to give Lambert a further taste and see 
if he might be able to chip in offensively immediately. 

But here’s the thing, there was no need whatsoever to turn this into an 
Alex Burmistrov situation. 

Friday’s decision to include Lambert in the cuts was the right call. 

This is about providing Lambert with the best chance to succeed long-
term, not finding out if he might be able to put up a few points in the first 
month of a long NHL season. 

The best place for Lambert right now is the American Hockey League, 
where he will be afforded top-six minutes and ample ice time to continue 
to shine offensively and to work on his play away from the puck 
(something nearly every young player needs). 

“He clearly is going to play in the league at some point. He just needs a 
little more experience,” said Bowness. “When you’re 18 years old, there’s 
a lot to learn. He’s just tremendous speed, tremendous skill. We’ve seen 
all that. Now, like any other young player, he’s got to learn to play without 
the puck and learn how to play at a higher pace against the 
professionals. We’re very, very happy with his camp. Very happy.” 

As for the folks worried about the wording of his change of scenery, don’t 
be. 

The reason Lambert was released to the Moose instead of being 
reassigned was because he has yet to sign his entry-level contract, but 
that should be taken care of at some point this week. 

The backup position seems stable 

As the goalie carousel spun quickly on the first day of free agency, the 
game of musical chairs left the Jets scrambling to fill the vacancy after 
Eric Comrie signed his multi-year deal with the Buffalo Sabres. 

Ultimately, the Jets decided that David Rittich was the best option 
available to play behind workhorse Connor Hellebuyck. 

While he’ll need to remain sharp, Rittich did a solid job in three outings 
during the pre-season, allowing just one goal over the past five periods - 
finishing with a 37-save shutout over the Flames on Wednesday night, 
where he was tracking the puck well, positionally sound and mixed in 
some athletic saves for good measure. 

Rittich isn’t going to be asked to go into a job share, but when he’s called 
upon for his 20-to-22 starts (or whatever the number ends up being), he 
needs to give his team a chance to win, just like Comrie did last season. 

With points at a premium, having a reliable backup is a must for the Jets. 

Rittich is highly motivated to have a bounce-back season and the early 
indications suggest it’s more than just a remote possibility. 

As for Hellebuyck, he was busy on Friday, making 35 saves - including 
27 through the first two periods. 

Gagner fitting in 

He probably waited longer than he would have liked to sign his latest 
free-agent deal, but veteran forward Sam Gagner seems to be making a 
seamless transition. 

Sure, he only appeared in two pre-season tilts as the coaching staff 
focused its attention on younger players fighting for jobs, but Gagner will 
begin the campaign on the fourth line with David Gustafsson and do 
more than just serve a role as a mentor. 

During Wednesday’s game, Gagner played on the top power-play unit 
(filling in for Dubois) and produced a pair of assists - including his eye-
popping cross-ice feed to Nikolaj Ehlers. 

Gagner figures to get a shot with the second unit once the regular 
season begins and could end up moving up the lineup if necessary while 
providing a responsible two-way game that includes bolstering a bottom 
six that needs to chip in more offence than last season. 
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TSN.CA / Flames’ ‘winning culture’ spurs Weegar to sign long-term deal 

 

Salim Valji 

3-4 minutes 

 

As MacKenzie Weegar signed his new eight-year, $50 million contract 
extension on Friday he thought about his winding journey in hockey. 

Nine years after his career began with the Florida Panthers as a seventh-
round pick, Weegar signed one of the richest contracts the Calgary 
Flames have ever given a defenceman.  

“When I signed the deal, I just kept thinking of how long of a road it's 
been for me since Junior B, to the [East Coast Hockey League], now to 
here,” the 28-year-old said after he put pen to paper. “All my friends and 
family, all the support, I think it's not just me that signed the deal, it’s 
everyone around me." 

Weegar was drafted with the 206th pick in 2013 out of the Halifax 
Mooseheads and spent the next four seasons on a steady rise through 
the Panthers organizations. All told, the Ottawa native played with three 
AHL teams and the Panthers’ ECHL affiliate before becoming a full-time 
NHLer.  

He adapted and evolved his game. He made his NHL debut in the 2016-
17 season and became a full-time NHLer soon after. 

“Just a kid in Ottawa wanting to play hockey,” he said of his journey to 
the NHL. “Just try to work.” 

In Weegar, Calgary has one of the league’s most underrated blueliners. 
Over the past two seasons, he is fifth among all NHL defencemen in 
even-strength points and third in even-strength goal differential. 

Last season, he was paired with Aaron Ekblad in a duo that was among 
the best in the league before joining the Flames in the blockbuster trade 
that sent Matthew Tkachuk to the Panthers in exchange for Weegar, 
Jonathan Huberdeau, a conditional first-round pick, and prospect Cole 
Schwindt. 

Despite not having played a regular-season game in Calgary yet, 
Weegar had seen enough early in his tenure with the organization that he 
wanted to commit long term. 

“The winning culture,” he said, referring to to a roster composed of 
Stanley Cup winners. 

“Looch, Coleman, Naz, Darryl, lots of guys who have won here. That’s 
important. We need that down the stretch. They want to win now. I want 
to win now.…This city wants to win, passionate fanbase. Right from 
when I got here, everyone was super excited to have us three [ 
Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri] come in here. That culture is just a winning 
culture here.” 

Weeks after signing his own long-term extension with the Flames, 
Huberdeau might have tried to convince Weegar to do the same.  
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“He kept giving me maybe an elbow or two in the gut saying, ‘When are 
you gonna do it?’” Weegar said. “I just kept saying the same thing to him 
as to you guys. ‘Hopefully soon.’ Now I can maybe get a house next to 
him or something like that.” 

“The expectations are high within the team, which is great.” 

Weegar is likely to start the season on a pairing with Chris Tanev. While 
he did not play much on the power play in Florida, Weegar should get 
significant time on both special teams in Calgary. Head coach Darryl 
Sutter has been impressed with Weegar early on, not only for his on-ice 
abilities but for how much of a student of the game he is. 

“Good player, good city, good team,” Sutter summarized. “He’s got a zest 
for the game. He’s coachable…he’s got lots going for him.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs will keep big picture in mind with injured Tavares 

 

Mark Masters 

12-15 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a skate (game group) and practice on Friday at the 
Ford Performance Centre.  

John Tavares took part in a team skate for the first time since suffering 
an oblique strain on Sept. 24. 

"It was planned," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He was in the morning 
skate group, which is a lighter load than the main practice group. It's part 
of his progression. He stayed out after and got some individual work in. 
Very encouraging sign that he felt good." 

The Leafs will start ramping up the captain's workload on Monday and 
Tuesday. Toronto will open the regular season with games against 
Montreal and Washington on Wednesday and Thursday before hosting 
Ottawa on Saturday Oct. 15.  

"Obviously, we would love and would want John back, but we will be very 
mindful of the bigger picture and making sure that it's not something 
that's going to linger with him," Keefe stressed. "He's feeling really good 
and it's encouraging and positive, but ... we'll be very mindful of the fact 
we want him to be free and clear of this before he gets into game action." 

The Leafs will get a couple players back from injury on Saturday. 
Defenceman Jake Muzzin (back discomfort) and winger Pierre Engvall 
(foot) will play in the final exhibition game, Keefe confirmed.   

Tavares skates with teammates, but Keefe keeps big picture in mind 

John Tavares skated with the morning group on Friday, it's his first team 
skate since suffering an oblique strain on September 24th. Head coach 
Sheldon Keefe says the skate was planned and they'll be taking their 
time with the captain. 

Whether he cracks the opening-night lineup is still to be determined, but 
there's no doubt that the Nick Robertson shot is ready for the National 
Hockey League.  

"He's got one of the hardest snapshots I've ever seen, and I've seen a lot 
of them, so that's saying something," gushed goalie Matt Murray. "He can 
score from pretty much anywhere." 

How did the 21-year-old winger, who stands just 5-foot-9, develop such a 
hard shot?  

"Just my upper-body strength," Robertson explained. "A lot of pushing 
up, a lot of triceps and chest [work]. Also, just trusting my shot. 

Sometimes people let off on their shot, but me, I try and put as much 
weight into it as possible." 

Robertson has stood out at training camp and not just because of his 
shot. The left winger produced three assists in Monday's game in 
Montreal. He's up to seven points in four exhibition games.  

"He's small but he's strong on pucks," said gritty winger Zach Aston-
Reese. "He's got tenacity. He's fast. He's got a good shot. He's got the 
whole package for a little guy ... You watch the way he protects the puck 
against bigger guys out there, it's pretty impressive."  

Does Robertson feel any extra pressure with camp winding down?  

"No, I don't," he said firmly. "I'm pretty confident in myself and what I've 
done ... I'm pretty happy with my training camp. Now, I just got to focus 
on playing hard tonight and possibly tomorrow and finish off strong." 

Toronto's roster on Friday features mostly bubble players or guys 
destined to play in the American Hockey League. The Detroit Red Wings, 
meanwhile, will be dressing a lot of their NHL regulars.  

"If you're playing in tonight's lineup, you have a great opportunity to 
compete against NHL players and show that you belong and that you can 
help us," Keefe said.  

Robertson will play on a line with centre Pontus Holmberg and Denis 
Malgin. That trio was also together last Friday during a game against the 
Ottawa Senators in Belleville, Ont.  

Malgin, like Robertson, has hit the scoresheet regularly in the pre-
season. The Swiss League import has three goals and three assists in 
four games.   

"Very skilled guy," Robertson observed. "I like his style. He kind of 
reminds me of myself. He's a smaller, shifty guy. He creates a lot of plays 
for his size." 

Keefe says some players who play on Friday will also be options to suit 
up on Saturday.    

Robertson is drawing motivation from Toronto's October schedule, which 
includes a game against the Dallas Stars and big brother Jason 
Robertson as well as a swing through his home state of California.   

"If I make the team, we play Dallas and then we make a nice little trip to 
Cali, so those games are definitely on my calendar," Robertson said. 
"Hopefully I can make the team and play in those games."  

The Robertson brothers faced off for the first time in the NHL last season 
with Toronto winning 4-0 on March 15.  

There's no doubt who will be handling the bill if the brothers meet up for a 
bite ahead of the Stars game in Toronto on Oct. 20. Nick joked that 
Jason will be paying for "every dinner from now on" after signing a four-
year, $31-million deal with Dallas.  

'He's doing the things he needs to do': Robertson finds comfort zone in 
bid to make Leafs 

Nick Robertson produced a second straight three-point pre-season 
performance on Monday as the sharpshooting winger aims to secure a 
job at Leafs camp. "He is doing the things that he needs to do to show 
that he is wanting a spot on the team and he is ready to play in the NHL," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. The 21-year-old has discovered a new 
comfort zone. "Now, I know the guys," he said. "I think that helps a lot ... 
I'm just relaxed." 

Robertson's shot is dangerous for the opposition and, at times, his own 
teammates. Defenceman Victor Mete was struck by a Robertson shot 
just above the skate on his leg during special teams work on Friday 
morning.  

"I tried to just do a low shot and he got that leg down," a remorseful 
Robertson said. "I just feel bad because when you're practising you don't 
want to injure anyone, but when you're practising you also want to 
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practice like 100 per cent, so you got to find a fine line between picking 
and choosing your shots." 

"It's one of those funny shots that just gets you in the wrong spot," noted 
Keefe.  

Mete is considered a game-time decision.  

"He's obviously a little sore, but he's going to travel with us, and we'll 
monitor him throughout the day and hope he'll be able to play," Keefe 
said. "It's an important game for him." 

William Villeneuve will draw in if Mete can't play.  

Toronto's defensive depth is already being tested this season. Timothy 
Liljegren is expected to miss the first month following hernia surgery. 
Jordie Benn will miss the start of the season with a groin injury while Carl 
Dahlstrom will be sidelined six months following shoulder surgery.  

Mete a game-time decision tonight after blocking Robertson shot 

Victor Mete was in some discomfort after blocking a Nick Robertson shot 
at practice on Friday. Head coach Sheldon Keefe says the defenceman 
will still travel with the team to Detroit and will be a game-time decision. 

The good news is Rasmus Sandin is ready to go. The 22-year-old 
defenceman will play on Friday for the first time since signing with the 
Leafs on Sept. 29. It will be his first game of any kind since March 19 
when he sustained a knee injury in Nashville.  

What will it be like to jump from practices to a game?  

"It's going to very fun to see the difference," the Swede said. "I mean, I 
don’t even know the difference because I haven’t played in so long … 
Hopefully it's not that big of an adjustment." 

After four full practices, the sense is Sandin is up to speed.    

"When he came in, he had to do all his fitness testing and most of us got 
to watch him do it and he crushed it," said Murray. "So, he's obviously in 
incredibly good shape."  

"It's been going very well," Sandin said. "The first couple practices were a 
little bit tough with my hands, but tempo-wise I've been doing pretty well."  

"He's looked like himself," said Keefe. "He looks confident with the puck. 
We've gotten him more reps on the power play, which he'll get again here 
tonight. We'll be relying on him a lot in all situations in a game like this. 
He and Mete are the most experienced guys that we have to play tonight 
[on defence]. He'll be leaned on a lot." 

Sandin, a lefty, will start the season on the right side. He's played his off 
side in a couple games in the NHL, but those were one offs. He's been 
skating on the right since arriving back in camp.  

"Getting a couple reps every single practice is great," Sandin said. "It's 
not something you get used to really, really quick. For me, it’s a little bit of 
an adjustment so it's helped a lot."  

Sandin will also be looking to show off some newfound strength. He 
added 16 pounds to his 5-foot-11 frame over the summer. How will that 
help him? 

"Winning battles down in the corners, in front of the net, stuff like that," 
the now 194-pounder predicted. "It's also helped me in my skating as 
well with getting a little more power in every single stride." 

Rasmus Sandin will play his first pre-season game tonight when the 
Maple Leafs visit the Red Wings. Sandin hopes he can be the answer for 
the team's needs on the right side and also talks about the extra weight 
he put on in the offseason. 

Wayne Simmonds has found himself in an unfamiliar position at this 
year's camp.  

"A little bit different for me, obviously," the gritty winger acknowledged. 
"I'm kind of on the bubble here and I know that. Kind of battling for a job. 

You got to put that to the back of your mind and come out and do 
everything the right way." 

Simmonds tried to add some quickness during the summer and feels an 
additional "pop" in his legs so far at camp. 

"I feel pretty good about my game," he said. "As I've been saying all 
along, just keep working my butt off and let the cards fall where they 
may."  

"He's done a good job both in his effort and his execution," said Keefe, 
"and his attitude and how he's handled it, knowing he was in a battle 
here, not unlike the way he was in a battle to get in the lineup towards 
the end of last season. He's been a true professional in that sense. He's 
still competing and there's still time to go here. The players performances 
will have a say in how this all shakes out. The salary cap is going to have 
its say on how it all shakes out and injuries and such. So, there's a lot of 
things that can happen here in the next little bit."  

Simmonds has never been sent to the minors since breaking into the 
NHL during the 2008-09 season.  

"I honestly think this is the deepest team I've ever been a part of," the 34-
year-old said. "Even if you were to add a fifth line to our team, I think that 
line would do pretty well playing up against anybody. It's pretty 
impressive." 

"The competition this year is more competitive than I've seen in any other 
year," Keefe said. "Simmer is caught in that mix."    

Defenceman Justin Holl missed Friday's practice due to a suspected 
case of food poisoning, per Keefe.  

Lines at Friday's morning skate: 

Robertson - Holmberg - Malgin  

Steeves - Abruzzese - Gaudette  

McMann - Der-Arguchintsev - Ellis 

Clifford - Shaw - Simmonds  

Kral - Sandin 

Rifai - Mete 

Kokkonen - Hollowell 

Samsonov starts   

Kallgren 

Power play units 

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Robertson, Holmberg  

Middle: Steeves  

Net front: Simmonds  

QB: Kral  

Flanks: Der-Arguchintsev, Gaudette  

Middle: McMann 

Net front: Abruzzese 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Aube-Kubel  

Slaggert - Nylander - Gogolev  
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Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Villeneuve  

Giordano - Miller  

Hellickson - Hoefenmayer  

Murray  

Ferguson  

Power-play units 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle: Nylander  

Net front: Bunting  

QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Jarnkrok, Gogolev  

Middle: Slaggert  

Net front: Kerfoot 
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Nike suspends relationship with Hockey Canada 

 

Rick Westhead 

4-5 minutes 

 

Nike, the juggernaut sports apparel and fashion brand, became the latest 
of Hockey Canada’s corporate sponsors to cut ties to the organization on 
Friday. 

Nike was among Hockey Canada’s four premier sponsors, a group that is 
said to pay roughly $2 million each per year for their ties to Canada’s 
most powerful national sports organization. Nike had been a sponsor 
since 1999, according to Hockey Canada’s website. 

“Nike believes sport should create a safe, supportive environment for all 
athletes,” the company wrote in a statement emailed to TSN. “We’re 
deeply concerned by the ongoing reports around Hockey Canada. We 
believe significant and substantive action is required to support athletes 
and transform hockey for future generations. 

“After further review of Hockey Canada’s response, we’ve suspended our 
relationship with the federation and paused our support. We’ll continue to 
monitor the situation and await more information regarding Hockey 
Canada’s actions to address the findings in these investigations and 
create a safe environment for all athletes.” 

It’s unclear whether Hockey Canada national teams will wear Nike 
jerseys and apparel in the immediate future. A Nike spokesperson did not 
immediately respond to that question. 

Sponsors including Canadian Tire and Sobeys have permanently ended 
their relationships with Hockey Canada in the days since interim board 
chair Andrea Skinner testified in Ottawa before a Canadian Heritage 
standing committee. 

Others, including Hockey Canada’s other three premier sponsors – Esso, 
Tim Hortons and Telus – have said they will not sponsor or market men’s 
hockey programs during the upcoming hockey season, including the 
World Juniors tournament in Halifax and Moncton this December. 

David Finch, a marketing professor at Mount Royal University in Calgary 
who co-founded the Toronto sports marketing company T1, said he was 
surprised that Nike didn’t move faster to cut ties to Hockey Canada. 

“Going quiet is never good, especially on issues on social justice,” he 
said. “You leave a vacuum, and you allow others to define the narrative. 
In a situation like this, the brands simply hope the scandal goes away 
after an initial news cycle. Most of these scandals end in days. 

“That has not happened with Hockey Canada because no one has made 
the hard decisions over leadership for months. This drip, drip, drip kills 
you. You just don’t want a thousand stories tying your brand to a scandal 
like this. And that’s what we’ve had with Hockey Canada, a death by a 
thousand cuts.” 
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