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Kotkaniemi eyeing breakout season with Hurricanes 

Forward likely to get shot in top six, plans to 'show that I'm 
worth it' 

By Tom Gulitti 

MORRISVILLE, N.C. -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi heads into this 
season with lofty expectations for the Carolina Hurricanes 
and himself. 

For the Hurricanes, who open at home against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Wednesday (7 p.m. ET; BSSO, BSOH, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE), winning the Stanley Cup is the only 
acceptable outcome after four straight seasons of qualifying 
for the Stanley Cup Playoffs but being unable to take the 
next step since reaching the Eastern Conference Final in 
2019. 

"We want to win. That's all we're going for," Kotkaniemi said. 
"Anything under that is not good." 

For Kotkaniemi, it's about proving he's ready to fill Carolina's 
second-line center hole created when Vincent Trocheck left 
to sign with the New York Rangers this offseason. 

"I want to be a good player in this league, and this will be a 
big step towards that," Kotkaniemi said. "I've always wanted 
to be with the top guys on the team and maybe now I'll get a 
good chance to play with the top guys. So, I have to show 
that I'm worth it." 

Kotkaniemi insists he didn't spend last season trying to prove 
he was worth the one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet the 
Hurricanes signed him to as a restricted free agent Aug. 28, 
2021. It would've been understandable if he did, considering 
Carolina had to give up a first-round pick and a third-round 
pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as compensation after the 
Montreal Canadiens opted not to match the offer sheet. 

But with a season with the Hurricanes under his belt, and the 
stability that comes with the eight-year, $38.56 million 
contract ($4.82 million average annual value) he signed 
March 21, the 22-year-old said he is more settled heading 
into this season. 

"I feel way more comfortable coming in here," Kotkaniemi 
said. "Last summer was kind of a mess. Everything 
happened pretty fast, and the games almost started right 
away (after Montreal announced it wouldn't match the offer 
sheet on Sept. 4). So, I had a little more time this summer to 
work out and pull everything together and came here well 
rested and feeling good, ready to go." 

The Hurricanes approached Kotkaniemi's first season with 
them almost as if he was a rookie again, bringing him along 

slowly (his average of 12:10 in ice time per game was 10th 
among their forwards who played at least 40 games) so he 
could learn their system and continue to develop. Although 
Kotkaniemi played some wing initially, the Hurricanes quickly 
realized he was a better fit at center.  

So Kotkaniemi spent much of the season centering the fourth 
line with some time on the power play (1:12 per game) mixed 
in. The result was a solid if unspectacular 29 points (NHL 
career-high 12 goals, 17 assists) in 66 regular-season 
games and two assists in 14 playoff games last season.  

"Obviously, he did play," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "He was on the power play. There were some key roles 
there, but nothing like it should be now. So, hopefully, he's 
ready for it." 

Whether Kotkaniemi is ready is one of the Hurricanes' 
biggest questions entering the season. If he isn't, the 
Hurricanes have other options to fill the second-line center 
spot, including Paul Stastny, who signed a one-year, $1.5 
million contract Aug. 23. 

But if Kotkaniemi can handle the second line center job, that 
allows Stastny to fill in elsewhere, strengthening Carolina's 
forward depth while Max Pacioretty recovers from a torn 
Achilles tendon. 

"He definitely has that upside in him," said Hurricanes first-
line center Sebastian Aho, who, like Kotkaniemi, is from 
Finland. "I know for a fact that he can easily play good for a 
while, but you've got to do it consistently to take that spot 
and that's a good challenge for him. But no doubt he can do 
it." 

Kotkaniemi likely will begin the season centering a young 
second line between Andrei Svechnikov, 22, and Martin 
Necas, 23. Carolina selected Svechnikov with the No. 2 pick 
in the 2018 NHL Draft, one spot before Montreal picked 
Kotkaniemi. 

So, the Hurricanes had scouted Kotkaniemi extensively 
during his draft year and see more offensive potential in him. 
He had an NHL career-high 34 points (11 goals, 23 assists) 
in 79 games as an 18-year-old rookie in 2018-19 and has 
shown flashes since then, including when he had eight points 
(five goals, three assists) in 19 playoff games in 2021 to help 
Montreal reach the Stanley Cup Final before it lost to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in five games.  

Carolina would love for him to replace the 51 points (21 
goals, 30 assists) Trocheck produced in 81 regular-season 
games last season. 
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"We've got to remember [Kotkaniemi is] still a young player 
and we're putting him in a bigger role and it's going to take 
some time for him to develop into where we see him," 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. "But that's 
why we signed him to a long-term deal, because we see the 
upside. It's just a matter of when he hits full stride. It might 
take him another year or so, but certainly we think he's got 
the skill level." 

Brind'Amour also believes Kotkaniemi has the offensive skill 
to play on the second line. He'll be monitoring more if 
Kotkaniemi can handle playing against opponents' top 
offensive players, which is an important part of the job. 

"That will be the test," Brind'Amour said. "I know he can play 
with these guys. Anybody can play with these guys. You've 
got to be able do that against the other team's best guys." 

At the start of his fifth NHL season, Kotkaniemi can sense his 
career clock ticking. 

"Yeah, I'm getting old, man," he joked.  

But Kotkaniemi understands that this will be a pivotal season 
for him and the Hurricanes. 

"I think it's about the time to take a step forward," he said. 
"I've been a good 30-, 20-point guy, so I want to fix that, get 
a little higher on the points. But mostly, I just want to win, win 
the Cup. Montreal went to the Final, so I saw that, and I just 
want to go a step forward and win the Cup and experience 
that with this team."

 

 

 
Wolves fall to Admirals 7-2 in preseason finale 

MILWAUKEE—The Chicago Wolves closed out their 
preseason schedule Saturday night, falling to the Milwaukee 
Admirals 7-2 at Panther Arena in Milwaukee. 

Alexander Pashin had a goal and an assist while Blake 
Murray added a goal and Nate Sucese two assists for the 
defending Calder Cup champion Wolves, but it wasn’t 
enough as they fell to the Admirals for the second 
consecutive night. 

Milwaukee got three goals from Markus Nurmi and two from 
Cole Schneider to skate away with the victory. 

“Obviously, it was a tough game,” Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan said. “Milwaukee played really well. I thought we 
showed some pushback in the second period. I saw a lot of 
good things out of (Brendan) Perlini, Pashin, Sucese and 
(Josh) Melnick.” 

The 20-year-old Pashin, the Carolina Hurricanes’ seventh-
round selection (199th overall) in the 2020 NHL Entry Draft, 
finished as the Wolves’ leading scorer in the preseason with 
two goals and an assist over the two exhibition games. 

“(Pashin) is a natural offensive player,” Sheahan said. “He’s 
really finding his way. Offensively, he’s dynamic.” 

Cale Morris suffered the loss in goal for the Wolves while 
Devin Cooley earned the win for Milwaukee. 

The Wolves’ attention now shifts to the 2022-23 regular 
season, which opens Oct. 15 against the Admirals at Allstate 
Arena. Prior to the game, the Wolves will raise a 2022 Calder 
Cup championship banner to the Allstate Arena rafters. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-jesperi-kotkaniemi-aims-for-breakout-season/c-336179412 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/10/08/wolves-fall-to-admirals-7-2-in-preseason-finale/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes have decisions to make but one might be set: 
Stastny on Staal line 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes have finished their preseason games and 
trimmed down the training camp roster, but there are still some decisions 
for the team to make — and not just the final NHL roster. 

There’s also the matter of putting together some line combinations and 
the third defensive pair before the Oct. 12 season-opener against 
Columbus. 

A year ago, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour decided on a line of Jordan 
Staal, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast, and stuck with it all season. 
The three forwards provided grinding, heavy play, physical defense and 
enough offense — Niederreiter had 24 goals — and no line was more 
consistent throughout the season for the Canes. 

Niederreiter left in free agency, but Brind’Amour apparently has his 
replacement ready: veteran forward Paul Stastny. 

Instead of 21-11-71, it should be 26-11-71, at least early in the season. 
That was the line Thursday as the Canes went through practice at 
Invisalign Arena. 

Stastny, who signed a one-year, $1.5 million contract Aug. 23 with the 
Hurricanes, would be good with that. 

“When (linemates) play a direct game, kind of no-nonsense, and they’re 
predictable, it’s great,” Stastny told The News & Observer during training 
camp. “When you play with guys who aren’t predictable, it can be really 
good or really hard at times. For me, knowing where guys are going to 
be, especially in a game that’s so fast, is important. They bring that to the 
table.” 

Stastny, 36, could have signed with other teams given his experience 
and versatility. But Carolina is where he wanted to be. 

He likes the style and system the Canes have under Brind’Amour. He 
likes the “wave-after-wave” aggressive and attacking approach the 
Canes take to games and there’s the proven success — playoff berths 
the past four seasons and two division titles. 

“Everyone wants to win, but you know why they’re winning,” he said. 
“You see the culture, you see how hard guys train in the summer and 
during training camp. 

“Everyone seems to embody the head coach here. Pretty quiet, humble, 
low-key. Very minimal egos from what I can tell. Any given day you see 
guys sit down with other guys and there are no cliques, which is the 
culture they built here where everybody feels part of a family whether 
you’re a new guy or you’ve been here so many years.” 

Stastny is a pro’s pro. He has been around the league for 16 seasons, 
playing for four teams before signing with Carolina. He knows what works 
and doesn’t work, understands the ebbs and flows of long seasons. He 
has that savvy that comes with playing more than 1,000 NHL games. 

One thing missing in his long career: a Stanley Cup. That’s what he’s 
after with the Canes. 

“Over the last couple of years you’ve seen what this team has done,” he 
said. “As they’ve grown, they’ve gotten closer and closer. I’m just hoping 
with the experience they’ve added, I’m able to help them out and we can 
have a chance to win.” 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Dylan Coghlan (15) is greeted by teammates Andrei 
Svechnikov (37) Martin Necas (88) and Jasper Kotkaniemi (82) after an 
assist on a goal by Paul Stastny (25) during the second period of an NHL 
preseason game against Tampa Bay on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 
at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Stastny scored in his first preseason game, deflecting a shot by 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan against Tampa Bay for a power-play goal. 
He later joked that he was just trying to get out of the way of Coghlan’s 
heavy bomb of a shot, but he was positioned in the right spot to make the 
play. 

Stastny, who had 21 goals last season for the Winnipeg Jets, could be 
used at center if need be. He can fit on different lines, be used on special 
teams. 

“He’s a veteran player who knows how to play,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Whatever situation you want to put him in, he gets it. He’s been there. 
So there’s a lot of comfort in that.” 
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Assessing the Hurricanes on defense: Options to start this season, and 
beyond 

 

By Cory Lavalette 

Oct 8, 2022 

 

Perhaps the most ruthless of PNC Arena’s intermission contests is 
musical chairs. A handful of fans take to the ice and, along with mascot 
Stormy, circle inflatable red chairs, trying to not be the one left without a 
seat when the music stops. 

It’s no-holds-barred — contestants will pull out a chair from under an 
opponent, hoping they can plop into one of the bouncy seats that prove 
quite uncooperative when on ice and attempting to contain a fast-moving 
fan. 
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With the Hurricanes’ training camp nearly over and Wednesday’s 
season-opening home game against Columbus within sight, the music’s 
about to stop on players trying to earn a spot on Carolina’s blue line. 

Eight defensemen, seven chairs. 

The top four are locked in. Brent Burns has made himself at home as 
Jaccob Slavin’s new partner, and Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei are 
practically work spouses with their longevity playing on the second pair. 

But Ethan Bear, Jalen Chatfield, Dylan Couglan and Calvin de Haan are 
all fighting for a roster spot and a place in the Hurricanes’ third pairing. 
Whether it’s a trade or waivers — which could result in an assignment to 
AHL Chicago or even being claimed and heading to a new NHL franchise 
— one player likely won’t be in Raleigh when the Hurricanes face the 
Blue Jackets on Oct. 12. 

Another will have to watch from the press box, waiting for a chance to 
jump into the lineup. 

At least no one’s pulling a chair out from under a teammate. 

“I don’t think it’s really me battling against anybody,” Chatfield said. “It’s 
just me versus myself.” 

And the Hurricanes aren’t in a hurry to clear up the most out-of-focus part 
of their roster. 

“If we have to make decisions, we’ve got to make a decision,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Thursday, “but we’ve got some time here.” 

Here’s how things look on the back end as the season approaches. 

The odd couple 

Slavin and Burns on the surface seem to have little in common. One is 
soft-spoken and humble, quick to deflect praise while instead bestowing 
it on God. The other is arguably the most unique personality in hockey, 
sporting a beard that would make ZZ Top proud and a toothless grin that 
is quick to emerge in just about any situation. 

But they’re also alike. 

Both are fiercely competitive and among the top “I hate playing against 
that guy” defensemen in the league. 

“He’s elite at everything,” Burns said of Slavin. “So it’s fun to be able to 
be close to him and watch it and learn how to play with each other out 
there.” 

Burns looked the look and walked the walk this preseason, tying for the 
team lead with three goals and finishing with five points in just two 
games. Despite their differences, they seem like a match made in 
heaven. 

The Hurricanes have nothing to worry about on the top pair. 

Old reliable 

Is there a steadier tandem in the NHL than Pesce and Skjei? 

Over the past two seasons, the duo has played just shy of 1,688 minutes 
together at five-on-five, the fifth most of any pairing in the NHL according 
to Natural Stat Trick. Add in an NHL-high 265 minutes, 43 seconds, 
together on the penalty kill, and only one intact pairing in the league — 
the Rangers’ Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren — has played more together 
in those situations than Pesce and Skjei since the start of the 2020-21 
season. 

Both offer shutdown defense with respectable offense — they combined 
for 16 goals and 51 assists last year — while logging more than 21 
minutes a night. 

The two American defensemen are the Ford Super Duty pickup of 
defense pairs, hard-working and dependable. 

Bear season 

Last year was far from ideal for Bear, who came over from Edmonton in 
an offseason trade and started the year on Carolina’s top pair alongside 
Slavin. 

He averaged more than 18 minutes a night for the first 16 games of the 
season, scoring a goal and adding five assists. 

Then things unraveled when he tested positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 22 
in San Jose. The strict league protocols at the time kept Bear on the 
West Coast in a hotel room and out of the lineup for six games. 

In that time, Tony DeAngelo seized his spot on the top pairing, and Bear 
spent the balance of the season in and out of the lineup. The year ended 
with him being a healthy scratch for all 14 postseason games, and he 
finished the regular season with five goals and 14 points in 58 games 
while averaging 16:05 a game. 

He also seemed to struggle with his confidence last season, and his 
performance in the preseason games hasn’t allayed those concerns. 

He misjudged the speed of Buffalo’s Tage Thompson in last Tuesday’s 
preseason finale, drifting to the middle of the ice to defend a potential 
two-on-one and was unable to recover when the Sabres center 
accelerated past him for a goal. 

The glut of right-handed defensemen among the third-pairing candidates 
— only de Haan is a lefty — takes away an advantage Bear normally 
would have. He also has a cap hit of $2.2 million — just $175,000 less 
than the other three blueliners combined. 

He’s versatile and can be used on both the power play and penalty kill, 
and he showed at the start of last season he’s capable of playing big 
minutes. Bear said he used this preseason to reboot his career. 

“That’s exactly what it is, it’s a good reset,” Bear said. 

Bear added he’s more comfortable in Carolina’s system this time around. 

“It’s so simple here,” he said. “As long as you’re doing your job, you’re 
making sure you’re ready to go every night and that’s all you can take 
care of, right?” 

Bear has been tied to trade speculation all offseason, not surprising 
given that the Hurricanes gave him permission to speak to other teams 
over the summer before the sides avoided arbitration with a one-year 
agreement. That’s nothing new for the 25-year-old, whose name was in 
the rumor mill in Edmonton before he was finally dealt to Carolina. 

“I’m kind of used to it now at this point,” he said. “I feel like my name gets 
put out there a lot. It’s kind of just everyday life nowadays.” 

Undrafted to NHL 

For whatever reason, the Vancouver Canucks never gave Chatfield 
much of a chance after signing the undrafted defenseman to an entry-
level contract in March 2017. He played three seasons mostly in AHL 
Utica, getting in 18 games with the defense-starved Canucks in 2020-21, 
before signing with Carolina last offseason. 

If you ask people with the Hurricanes about Chatfield, they light up about 
what a great fit he is for the team’s system. 

He thrived with AHL Chicago, helping the Wolves to the Calder Cup last 
season, and also flashed his skill in Raleigh in 16 games with the 
Hurricanes. 

“Being able to play games down there and work on the systems … that 
was the biggest thing,” Chatfield said of being with the Wolves. “When 
you can go out and just play and not get in your own head and 
everything’s flowing naturally, it’s just gonna be that much better.” 

It was a short offseason after Chicago won the Calder Cup on June 25, 
but that didn’t matter to the 26-year-old Chatfield. He said he took one 
week off and then got back to work. 
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“Yeah, short, but I just play hockey,” Chatfield said. “So the offseason 
could be a month, two months — I don’t really want to be off because, at 
the end of the day, you don’t play this game forever.” 

He’s in the first year of a two-year extension signed in January — this 
year is a two-way deal, next year is one-way — and would need to clear 
waivers to be assigned to Chicago. 

Of the four players battling at the bottom of the depth chart, Chatfield 
brings the most energy. He’s a good skater who can accelerate and 
change directions quickly. There’s also a physical aspect to his game, as 
shown when he made a big hit in the Buffalo game that led to a fight. 

“Chatty’s really got a great motor,” Skjei said. “He can really defend, he’s 
fast and is quick on pucks.” 

If the Hurricanes have to put the right-handed Chatfield on waivers, you 
can bet they’ll be holding their breath hoping to keep a player they 
believe can be a valuable piece to the defense. 

“I’m prepared to be able to step in and play games this year,” Chatfield 
said. “I know I am, and I’m ready to do that.” 

Sin City to Raleighwood 

Don’t call Coghlan a throw-in from the Max Pacioretty trade. What the 24-
year-old lacks in experience he makes up for in wow factor. 

The right-handed Coghlan, undrafted like Chatfield, played 88 games 
over the last two seasons with the Golden Knights, scoring six goals and 
totaling 19 points. You should expect more this year. 

He’s already been running the point on the team’s second power-play 
unit, and his booming slap shot — he told me it hasn’t been timed but 
believes it would crack 100 miles per hour — is complemented by good 
vision and a quick wrist shot. 

“I’m pretty good at taking a look around before the puck even comes to 
me, so I know if it’s a smart shot or dumb shot,” he said. “I would say if 
I’m trying to create a scoring chance, just the quicker shot. But if I’m 
trying to score on my own, yeah, I’ll wind up for one. I think there’s times 
you can use both of them.” 

Based on how he’s been deployed and performed this preseason (four 
assists in the three games), he’s earned a spot in the opening night 
lineup. 

All of his preseason points came on the power play, so he’ll need to 
prove he can both produce and defend at five-on-five, and the leash 
likely won’t be too long with other worthy options. 

“Obviously the offensive side of the game is my strongest side of it,” he 
said. “One thing Rod talks about is always making sure you’re competing 
out there and working hard, and the rest will sort itself out. 

“I feel like the work ethic is there, and I feel like I made a good case for 
myself.” 

Second tour of duty 

De Haan is back after earning a one-year, $850,000 deal off his PTO. It 
will be his second time playing for the Hurricanes — he signed a four-
year, $18.2 million contract in the summer of 2018 only to be traded to 
Chicago after one season. 

Despite any hard feelings about his quick departure last time around, de 
Haan said there was a reason he took the PTO in Carolina. 

“I want a chance to win and I think this team’s got a good opportunity,” he 
said. “At the same time, I think I can help and be a part of this team.” 

De Haan brings a few key elements to the defensive depth chart: 
experience, penalty killing and a left-handed shot. 

“I think a veteran presence on the blue line, and we all know the game is 
about keeping the puck out of your net,” Brind’Amour said after de 
Haan’s contract was announced. “Because you just gotta have it. I think 

there’s a guy that’s been around. He’s obviously been here before, so he 
understands how we want to play. And then the guys that you can count 
on, I think that’s really what he’s all about.” 

De Haan’s never going to blow up the box score — he has 19 goals and 
119 points in 520 career regular season games, including just six goals 
and 18 points in his last 142 — but he’s a steady defender who can kill 
penalties and stays out of the penalty box. 

He’s had just 195 PIMs in his career (0.375 per game), a far departure 
from what Ian Cole (1.11 PIMs per game in 2021-22) and Brendan Smith 
(0.8 PIMs per game) had last season. 

That’s big for a team that had the league’s best penalty kill last year (88 
percent) but also had a penalty differential of minus-46, second worst in 
the NHL. 

Options abound 

Carolina will have to work some cap magic before the start of the season, 
so the players who end up on the opening roster might not be the ones 
there come Wednesday’s game against the Blue Jackets. 

But regardless of the Game 1 lineup, who plays on defense for Carolina 
will be fluid. 

“Just depends really on what’s missing,” Brind’Amour said of filling out 
the bottom of his roster. “So if we’re missing (something on special 
teams), that probably gives a guy a leg up. If we’re not, then there’s other 
attributes that you’ve got to fill and move on and have everything covered 
as a group.” 

The positive news is the team believes all the options are good ones. 

“They all bring different things,” Skjei said. “I don’t know what the coach’s 
mindset is, but obviously it’s nice to have those different options. … It’s a 
good problem to have for us, for sure.” 
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Blue Jackets breakdown: Capitals overcome trio of power plays, prevail 
in OT 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

They didn’t finish with a win, but the Blue Jackets concluded the 
preseason with a solid road effort Saturday in a 4-3 overtime loss to the 
Washington Capitals.  

Despite Yegor Chinakhov’s NHL-leading sixth goal and two one-goal 
leads, Columbus couldn’t hold off the Capitals (4-1-1) at Capital One 
Arena. Dylan Strome’s goal 39 seconds into OT decided an evenly-
played, action-packed game. 

Chinakhov, Patrik Laine and Sean Kuraly scored for the Blue Jackets (4-
2-2). Elvis Merzlikins (28 saves) started in net for Columbus. Anthony 
Mantha, Alex Ovechkin and Nic Dowd scored for the Capitals, who got 
36 saves from Darcy Kuemper.  

Here’s a breakdown: 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals turning point 

Five minutes after Kuraly put the Blue Jackets up 3-2 at 3:25 of the 
second, Dowd tied it 3-3 with a goal that snuck through Merzlikins’ pads. 
The puck slowly slid across the goal line, but wasn’t the only reason the 
Capitals bounced back.  
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Columbus also failed to convert on three straight power plays that 
followed Dowd’s goal — including the last one that carried over 1:35 into 
the third. Shots and scoring chances favored the Blue Jackets in the 
third, but they didn’t get another shot past Kuemper. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals highlights 

— Less than a minute after Mantha tipped a shot past Merzlikins to give 
the Capitals a 1-0 lead 9:56 into the game, Laine tied it 1-1 at 10:37 by 
capping a solo end-to-end rush. The goal was his third in four preseason 
games, cleanly beating the Capitals' top goaltender.  

— Chinakhov continued doing what he’s done this preseason, scoring his 
sixth goal with an aggressive move and rocket shot. The tally extended 
his lead among NHL goal-scorers in the preseason and capped a power 
play with 5:02 left in the first to give Columbus a 2-1 lead. Getting the 
puck on the right wing, he carried it toward the slot and ripped a blistering 
wrist shot past Kuemper.  

— Ovechkin went full-on “Ovi” during a Capitals power play with time 
running out in the first. Getting to the puck above the left circle, he loaded 
up for a slap shot and blasted one past Merzlikins over the shoulder on 
the blocker side, tying the game 2-2 with 12.7 seconds left. Merzlikins 
had a clear sightline, but the puck sailed past him in a blink. He had very 
little chance to stop it. 

— Merzlikins wasn’t nearly as sharp in the first 30-plus minutes as he 
was for a full game against the Capitals in a 2-1 victory a week earlier at 
Nationwide Arena. The Blue Jackets’ netminder did improve as the game 
progressed and me made a couple memorable stops later in the second.   

The first was off a bad bounce behind the net, which sent it sliding to the 
low slot as Merzlikins went to play it behind his net. Merzlikins threw his 
body in front of Evgeny Kuznetsov’s shot just in the nick of time to keep it 
out. Later, he made an impressive left-to right stop ona shot by Aliaksei 
Protas with 2:05 left in the period to keep it 3-3 on what appeared to be a 
sure goal.  

— Johnny Gaudreau’s attempt to split two defenders in overtime led to a 
Washington 2-on-1 the other direction. Strome buried his goal off Connor 
Brown’s feed for the Capitals’ victory 39 seconds into OT. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals quotes 

“You take the whole camp into account too. It doesn’t just come down to 
one game.”    

—  Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen on making his last roster decisions 
before deciding on the season-opening roster. 

“If you ever want to be talked about as a playoff team, you have to be in 
the green. That’s a reference to (goal) differential. It’s great if you can 
score, but if you can’t keep ’em out, there’s a real good chance you don’t 
get to see (the) playoffs. So, that has to be important to all of us. That’s a 
mind-set.”  

— Larsen on the Blue Jackets' need to improve in their own zone.  

“Obviously, I really want to be here and be in the NHL, but I don’t think 
there’s anything to worry about. Just work my hardest, compete and see 
what happens, have faith that wherever I am will be the right spot. 
Obviously, I’m getting a little anxious, I guess, the last couple days here, 
but I’ve been trying to be better about that. It’s all exciting.”  

— Blue Jackets rookie Kent Johnson on Larsen’s pending decision about 
which forwards will get the last couple NHL roster spots. 

“I thought I’ve had a great camp so far, considering everything I’ve gone 
through. You can practice all you want, but when you haven’t played a 
game since early February, almost eight months, you’ve got to get your 
timing back and it takes a bit of time. It’s a work-in-progress right now.”  

— Blue Jackets forward Liam Foudy, who played in the Jackets’ final 
three preseason games after gaining clearance for contact following 
shoulder surgery in February. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals takeaways 

— This was the final opportunity for players on the NHL roster bubble to 
make a good last impression on Larsen and for others to bid for roles in 
the Jackets’ season-opener Wednesday at the Carolina Hurricanes.   

Rookies Kent Johnson and Liam Foudy skated on a third line centered by 
19-year old Cole Sillinger and the trio couldn’t generate much offense in 
their 7:30 together. Columbus had 16 forwards left in camp Saturday, but 
at least two will be trimmed if Larsen keeps seven defensemen on a 23-
man roster.   

Foudy and Joona Luoto seem most likely for assignment to the 
Cleveland Monsters, but Foudy was the 18th overall pick in 2018 and 
would need to clear waivers. If Johnson is assigned to Cleveland, it 
would be to get him consistent ice time in a prominent role among the 
Monsters’ top-six forwards – possibly at center. His ice time and role with 
the Jackets would be more sporadic if Johnson doesn’t have a regular 
role in the lineup.  

“I’m a competitive guy,” Johnson said Saturday. “I want to play at the 
highest level. I think I can help the Blue Jackets win here this year, so I 
just want to play in the NHL. I don’t care what positions I play or whatnot. 
I just want to play in the NHL.”  

— Larsen said he was down to making “a couple” final roster decisions 
after the Jackets’ preseason finale, which was their only true all-NHL test. 
He indicated those decisions were related to lineup roles rather than NHL 
roster spots, which is likely to be an ongoing competition for ice time all 
season.  

— Based on the past week’s practices and preseason games, it looks 
like the Blue Jackets’ top two defensive pairings might be set to open the 
season. If so, Adam Boqvist will start out playing with Zach Werenski on 
the top paring, giving the Blue Jackets an offensive-minded duo, and the 
second pair will be the stout pairing of Vladislav Gavrikov and Andrew 
Peeke.  

“You know the responsibility if you play with (Werenski),” Larsen said. 
“You’ve got to play against the other team’s best (players). So, we’ll see 
if (Boqvist) can handle that.”  

Boqvist played 18:59 against the Capitals and had two assists plus a 
minus-2 rating. Peeke skated 20:17 and finished with eight attempts that 
included four shots on goal as Gavrikov’s partner. .   

That leaves the third pairing.   

Options prior to Larsen’s final cut include Bean, Gudbranson, 
Blankenburg and Jiricek. Veteran Ben Harpur is also in camp on a 
professional tryout offer, but that might be short-lived after he fully 
recovers from a head injury sustained in a fight during the Jackets’ 
preseason opener in Pittsburgh.  

— Gaudreau, Laine, Werenski, Jakub Voracek and Justin Danforth are 
still getting used to each other’s tendencies on the Blue Jackets’ top 
power-play unit. The second group of Boqvist, Jenner, Sillinger, 
Chinakhov and either Johnson or Jack Roslovic has also looked good the 
past week.  

The second group netted the Jackets’ lone power-play goal Saturday, as 
Chinakhov capped the first one with a hard wrist shot from distance. 
Getting improvement on both special teams will be vital to keeping 
Columbus alive in the postseason chase.  

Columbus Blue Jackets at Washington Capitals notes  

— Following the Blue Jackets’ morning skate in Columbus on Saturday, 
Larsen said Gustav Nyquist and Erik Gudbranson are expected to be 
ready for the season-opener Wednesday. Both are nursing “minor” lower-
body injuries. It’s unknown when Gudbranson was injured, but he was a 
late scratch Thursday against St. Louis and didn’t play Saturday. Nyquist 
was injured Oct. 1 against the Capitals and missed the final three 
preseason games.   
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— Larsen is expecting to open the season with rookie Daniil Tarasov 
acting as Merzlikins’ backup. Tarasov is about six weeks ahead of 
veteran Joonas Korpisalo in recovering from hip surgeries both had last 
season. He played a full game Thursday in the Jackets’ 7-0 romp over 
St. Louis and recorded a 24-save shutout.  

— Blankenburg got the final preseason look playing with Jake Bean on 
the Jackets' third defense pairing. Rookie David Jiricek took 
Gudbranson’s place in that role Thursday against the Blues. Blankenburg 
got the nod Saturday and put three shots on net while leading the team 
with six blocked shots, including the slapper by Ovechkin in the third.  

Columbus Jackets at Washington Capitals three stars 

First star   

John Carlson, Capitals, defenseman   

Washington’s top defenseman logged assists on three of his team’s 
goals, including a pass to Brown that started the winning 2-on-1 rush in 
overtime.  

Second star   

Patrik Laine, Blue Jackets, RW  

Laine’s goal in the first quickly countered Mantha’s to knot it at 1-1 and 
he filled in a number of additional boxes on the scoresheet. Laine tied for 
the team-high in shots (five) and led the Blue Jackets with nine attempts. 
He was also credited with a hit, went 1 for 2 on faceoffs and logged 19:36 
in ice time that was second-highest for Columbus forwards.  

Third star   

Yegor Chinakhov, Blue Jackets, left wing   

The second-year forward kept doing what got him drafted 21st overall by 
Columbus in 2020. He scored his sixth goal of the preseason, which is 
one short of his total in 62 games last season. 

The Blue Jackets will open the season Wednesday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Blue Jackets need supporting cast to carry early success into regular 
season 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Stunning the NHL by landing “Johnny Hockey” and re-signing Patrik 
Laine were great strides.  

And while Johnny Gaudreau and Laine have juiced Blue Jackets’ ticket 
sales for this season, it’s going to take more than a dynamic duo for a 
roster “reset” that began in 2020-21 to yield a playoff return. The Jackets’ 
supporting cast also needs significant improvement.  

“We can’t stay where we were at,” said coach Brad Larsen “And if guys 
don’t take that next step, then we go backward.”  

Entering the Jackets’ preseason finale Saturday at the Washington 
Capitals, there were many encouraging signs.   

Yegor Chinakhov, a second-year forward and the 21st overall pick in the 
2020 NHL draft, led the league with five goals. His six points were tied for 
the team lead with second-year forward Justin Danforth (three goals, 
three assists) and defenseman Andrew Peeke (six assists), who’s going 
into his second full season.  

Columbus has gotten impressive outings from goalies Elvis Merzlikins, 
the Jackets’ top net-minder, and Daniil Tarasov, the likely backup until 
Joonas Korpisalo returns from hip surgery. Jakub Voracek, who led 
Columbus with 62 points in 2021-22, scored three goals in his first three 
preseason games — half the number he netted in 79 games last season.  

Should those successes carry into the regular season, combined with 
production from Gaudreau, Laine and others, the Blue Jackets will have 
a chance to surprise NHL analysts, who again are predicting gloom and 
doom for Columbus. 

It won’t be easy in the Metropolitan Division, with the Carolina 
Hurricanes, New York Rangers, Pittsburgh Penguins and Washington 
Capitals making offseason improvements, but internal growth can be a 
powerful force.   

Columbus also got tougher by adding “bite” with defenseman Erik 
Gudbranson and forward Mathieu Olivier, a quality that has already 
shown up in the preseason.  

Putting it all together for a legitimate playoff bid is next.  

“Our division got harder,” Larsen said. “We signed Gaudreau, but if you 
look around our division, every team got better, and they’re growing from 
within also, so that’s what I’m talking about at the beginning of camp. The 
standard. We can’t drop lower than where we were at, so this has been a 
hard camp. I’ve been thrilled with how the guys prepared.” 

Patrik Laine looks great for Blue Jackets despite feeling ‘horrible’ 

Another encouraging sign for the Blue Jackets is how Laine has played. 

The 6-foot-5, 216-pound winger scored two goals, 11 shots and 
dominated play during a number of shifts in his first three preseason 
games while still getting used to linemate Gaudreau. Laine arrived leaner 
and stronger than recent seasons, showing bursts of speed that have 
overwhelmed defenders. 

Imagine what he’ll look like when his legs recover from a taxing camp.  

“It still feels kind of horrible, but guys are saying I look better, so I’ll take 
that,” Laine said. “I had a really good summer and it’s good to see it’s 
paying off, but it’s a long season.”  

Clicking with Gaudreau is the main priority.  

“I’m still trying to work some things out, and it’s the same for him,” Laine 
said. “He probably wants to know how I’m playing, and sometimes I don’t 
even know how I’m playing. But we talk a lot. We’ll talk about it on the 
bench, and that’s how we build chemistry and make a better play next 
time.” 
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Sharks-Predators takeaways: Despite costly mistakes, Quinn got the 
response he wanted 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-6 minutes 10/8/2022 

 

San Jose Sharks coach David Quinn wasn’t shy about calling out his 
team for the way they wilted down the stretch in their first game against 
the Nashville Predators inside Prague’s O2 Arena. 

Even though the end result Saturday was the same as the day before, 
Quinn’s postgame message was entirely different. 
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After a better effort all around, this was the time to instill some 
confidence. 

“I’m proud of our guys. I thought we competed hard,” Quinn said after the 
Sharks’ 3-2 loss to the Predators to finish the Global Series. “I thought 
we cleaned up some of the things we weren’t good at (Friday).” 

Quinn wasn’t happy with how the Sharks responded Friday when they 
got down two goals late in the second period in what became a 4-1 loss, 
saying, “I thought we got a little bit demoralized. We’ve got to toughen up 
a little bit mentally in that department.” 

Message received. The Sharks played a much better game Saturday and 
dominated the third period, with a couple of mistakes costing them a 
chance to split the two-game series. 

It’s no secret that the Sharks are going to struggle to stay in the playoff 
chase this season, with many predicting a last-place finish in the Pacific 
Division. So when some positive things take place, Quinn will likely point 
them out. 

“I thought (Friday) night we were very hesitant, very unsure of ourselves,” 
Quinn said. “I thought we played with much more conviction tonight. And 
that’s what we’re going to have to do.” 

Luke Kunin and Logan Couture both scored, but the Sharks allowed two 
goals to Nino Niederreiter and one to Filip Forsberg. 

Still, while the Sharks won’t be returning home with any points after two 
games against a playoff-caliber team, there was something to build on for 
next week’s games against the Carolina Hurricanes and Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

“I liked a lot of our game tonight,” Quinn said. “That was a big 
improvement from (Friday) and that’s all we need to focus on, is 
incrementally getting better. Winning and losing will take care of itself.” 

Some takeaways from Saturday’s game. 

1. OUTSCORING MISTAKES: The Sharks talked a lot last season about 
how they almost needed to play a perfect game to win, and that it was a 
big challenge to outscore their mistakes. 

That’ll be a challenge again this year. 

Saturday’s game featured a couple of errors that resulted in two 
Predators’ goals. The Sharks mostly controlled the third period, putting 
15 shots on net, but just couldn’t beat Nashville goalie Kevin Lankinen a 
third time. 

On Nashville’s second goal. Nico Sturm won a faceoff in the Sharks’ 
zone but Jonah Gadjovich failed to clear the puck from beside the faceoff 
circle. The Predators picked it up and after he took a pass from Matt 
Duchene, Filip Forsberg put a shot on net, collected the rebound and 
scored on a wraparound. 

The Sharks then turned the puck over in Nashville’s zone as a penalty to 
Niederreiter was coming to an end. That led to an odd-man rush the 
other way as Niederreiter scored off a pass from Eeli Tolvanen to make it 
3-2. 

“Two things that, moving forward, I think we’ll clean up,” Quinn said, “and 
we win the hockey game.” 

2. BETTER SECOND LINE: Steven Lorentz played a depth role with the 
Hurricanes last season and started this season in that position with the 
Sharks. But Quinn on Saturday had Lorentz on the second line with 
Couture and Kevin Labanc, and he didn’t look out of place. 

Lorentz assisted on Couture’s goal and per Natural Stat Trick, that line 
created nine scoring chances and allowed just four. 

Quinn said before the game that Oskar Lindblom, who was on Couture’s 
wing Friday, was still getting up to speed after he was injured for most of 
camp. So he moved Lindblom to the third line and promoted Lorentz, 
who plays with pace and seems to be a fit in Quinn’s system. 

There’s still a question whether Alexander Barabanov can return to 
practice next week and be ready to play. If he does, how does that affect 
the rest of the forward group? For now, Lorentz, with 16 minutes of ice 
time Saturday, looks like he can play a bigger role than last year. 

3. TURNING POINT: Timo Meier must feel a bit snake-bitten. After the 
first two games, Meier has 22 shots attempts, 11 shots on goal, and has 
hit one crossbar. 

The turning point Saturday, Meier’s 26th birthday, might have been when 
his one-timer on a Sharks power play rang off Lankinen’s dome. 

The Sharks and Predators were tied 2-2 when Niederreiter was in the 
box for boarding. Tomas Hertl took a pass from Couture and redirected it 
across the slot toward Meier, whose shot went off Lankinen’s mask and 
out of play. 

If the Sharks score there, perhaps then obviously the Predators do not 
get the scoring chance after Niederreiter’s penalty expires. 
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Better effort, same result as Sharks’ trip to Prague ends in frustration 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

4-5 minutes 10/8/2022 

 

The Sharks made things more competitive in the second game of the 
NHL’s Global Series in the Czech Republic but still couldn’t keep up with 
Nino Niederreiter and the Nashville Predators. 

Niederreiter scored twice, including the go-ahead goal midway through 
the second period as the Predators handed the Sharks a 3-2 loss 
Saturday to sweep the two-game series at O2 Arena in Prague. 

Luke Kunin scored his first goal with the Sharks on the power play in the 
first period and Logan Couture added an even-strength goal at the 4:45 
mark of the second period to give San Jose a 2-1 lead. 

But longtime Sharks nemesis Filip Forsberg scored a wraparound goal at 
the 6:29 mark of the second period to tie the game, and Niederreiter 
gave the Predators the lead moments after he came out of the penalty 
box. 

Joining an odd-man rush after serving a boarding penalty, Niederreiter 
took a nifty pass from Eeli Tolvanen past a sprawled-out Sharks 
defenseman and beat goalie Kaapo Kahkonen at the 12:13 mark of the 
second period for his third goal of the season. 

The Sharks outshot the Predators 15-3 in the third period but couldn’t get 
the equalizer, as San Jose fell to 0-2-0 for the second time in five 
seasons. 

“I thought our third was really good,” Kunin told reporters. “They didn’t sit 
back, and I thought we had a lot of looks. We played hard. We were on 
the attack. I thought we were a lot more physical, playing more inside 
tonight, and just couldn’t find a way to get one.” 

Niederreiter also scored Friday in the Predators’ 4-1 win, as the Sharks 
have now lost six straight games to the Predators since the end of the 
2019-2020 season. Niederreiter signed a two-year, $8 million deal with 
the Predators as a free agent in July. 

“I liked a lot of our game tonight, that was a big improvement from the 
last night,” Sharks coach David Quinn said. “I’m proud of our guys. I think 
we competed hard. We clean up some of the things we weren’t good at 
last night. 
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“There’s a long long way to go, and I liked a lot of what I saw of our 
team.” 

The Sharks had an opportunity to tie the game early in the third period 
but could not capitalize with Jeremy Lauzon serving an interference 
penalty, and are now 1-for-7 with the man advantage in two games. San 
Jose is also 7-for-7 on the penalty kill. 

The Sharks’ next two games are in San Jose, as they host Brent Burns 
and the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday and the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Saturday. Before the game with the Blackhawks, the Sharks will honor 
Doug Wilson, the team’s captain from 1991 to 1993 and general 
manager from 2003 until earlier this year. 

As part of the ceremony, a banner will be unveiled at SAP Center, 
detailing Wilson’s contributions to the team as a player and executive. 

Along with playing Kahkonen, Sharks coach David Quinn made other 
lineup changes, inserting Jaycob Megna for Scott Harrington on defense, 
and winger Evgeny Svechnikov for Noah Gregor. 

Also, Oskar Lindblom was moved from the second line to the third line, 
and Steven Lorentz was promoted from the fourth line to the second line 
with Couture and Labanc. Lorentz assisted on Couture’s second-period 
goal, as that line created nine scoring chances through two-plus periods. 
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Sharks’ Quinn shuffles lineup ahead of rematch with Nashville Predators 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

4-5 minutes 10/8/2022 

 

Goalie Kaapo Kahkonen will make his first start of the season Saturday 
as the Sharks look to split the two-game Global Series with the Nashville 
Predators at O2 Arena in Prague. 

James Reimer made 28 saves Friday in the Sharks’ 4-1 loss to the 
Predators, who scored twice in the second period to take the lead for 
good. 

Kahkonen played in 11 games for the Sharks last season after he was 
acquired from the Minnesota Wild, going 2-6-1 with a .916 save 
percentage and 2.86 goals against average. He signed a two-year, $5.5 
million contract extension with the Sharks in July. 

The Sharks are also inserting Jaycob Megna for Scott Harrington on 
defense, and Evgeny Svechnikov will take the lineup spot of Noah 
Gregor, who had one shot on goal in 12:20 of ice time in Friday’s loss. 

Sharks coach David Quinn also moved Steven Lorentz up from the fourth 
line to the second line with Logan Couture and Kevin Labanc, and 
dropped Oskar Lindblom to the third line with Nick Bonino and Matt 
Nieto. 

“We want to match the physicality and just be sound defensively,” Megna 
told the Sharks Audio Network. “I think our game kind of builds from our 
back end out, so we can be good in our own zone and get inside. We 
talked about the small rink that we can play in there and dominate those 
key areas. I think that’ll bode well for tonight.” 

The Sharks are looking to avoid their second 0-2-0 start in the last five 
years, and Jose has now lost five straight games to the Predators since 
the end of the 2019-2020 season. 

But Nashville is starting goalie Kevin Lankinen on Saturday, not Sharks-
killer and 2021-2022 Vezina Trophy finalist Juuse Saros, who stopped 30 
of 31 shots Friday. 

“I feel good about tonight. I really do,” Quinn said. “I think we’re going to 
really make a big step tonight, play a much cleaner, better hockey game 
and get back to doing the things, the signs that we showed during the 
exhibition season. 

“It was only exhibition season, but we were doing the things we’re going 
to need to do to have success and I think we’ll get back to that tonight.” 

Rookie forwards William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau will remain out 
of the Sharks’ lineup for the second straight game and could be on their 
way to the AHL once the team returns from Europe. 

The Sharks and Predators were allowed to take extra players to Europe 
but per CapFriendly, have to be salary cap compliant using only the 
players who were on the trip. The Sharks took 16 forwards, eight 
defensemen, and three goalies on the trip, and will need to get their 
roster down to 23 players. 

The Sharks’ next two games are in San Jose, as they host Brent Burns 
and the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday and the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Saturday. Before the game with the Blackhawks, the Sharks will honor 
Doug Wilson, the team’s captain from 1991 to 1993 and general 
manager from 2003 until earlier this year. 

As part of the ceremony, a banner will be unveiled at SAP Center, 
detailing Wilson’s contributions to the team as a player and executive. 
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Predators beat Sharks 3-2 to sweep 2-game series in Prague 

 

KAREL JANICEK 

5-6 minutes 10/8/2022 

 

PRAGUE (AP) — Nino Niederreiter didn’t waste time to prove his class. 

The forward scored three goals in two games and the Nashville 
Predators rallied to beat the San Jose Sharks 3-2 on Saturday for a 
sweep of their two NHL regular-season-opening games in the Czech 
capital. 

Niederreiter completed a rally for the Predators just 12 seconds after he 
returned to the ice from the penalty box with 7:47 to go in the second 
period in front of a crowd of 17,023 at Prague’s O2 Arena. He wristed a 
shot past Sharks goaltender Kaapo Kahkonen from the right circle after 
receiving a pass from Eeli Tolvanen. 

“Obviously, the most important thing is that we won,” Niederreiter said. 
“But it feels great to be able to contribute to the team.” 

Niederreiter scored his first on a rebound 4:35 in the second period to tie 
the game at 1-all. 

“Two huge goals for our team and I'm definitely happy we won at the 
end,” he said. 

Filip Forsberg also scored for the Predators. 

Luke Kunin and captain Logan Couture had a goal each and Mario 
Ferraro had two assists for the Sharks, who outshot the Predators 33-18. 
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“The most important things is winning and we found the way to win the 
game,” Nashville coach John Hynes said. “Now, you can draw some 
lessons out of that”. 

Sharks coach David Quinn sounded positive despite coming home 
empty- handed from the long trip. 

“I liked a lot of our game tonight, that was a big improvement from the 
last night,” he said. “I’m proud of our guys. I think we competed hard. We 
clean up some of the things we weren’t good at last night. 

"There’s a long long way to go, and I liked a lot of what I saw of our 
team.” 

The Predators also beat the Sharks 4-1 on Friday, with Niederreiter 
scoring his debut goal for Nashville, who signed the Swiss-born right 
wing to a two-year, $8 million deal in July as one of their high-end 
additions. Another top-tier newcomer, defenseman Ryan McDonagh, had 
an assist for Nashville for the second straight game. 

“He’s played fantastic,” Hynes said about Niederreiter. “He’s the style of 
player we want to have.” 

The games between the Predators and Sharks in Prague were part of the 
2022 NHL Global Series. They marked the return of the NHL to Europe 
for the first time since the beginning of the pandemic. 

Kunin, who was acquired by the Sharks from the Predators in the 
offseason, scored a power-play goal to put the Sharks ahead. He buried 
a rebound after Nashville goaltender Kevin Lankinen blocked his first 
close range attempt with his left pad with 5:36 remaining in the opening 
period. 

After Niederreiter’s first, Couture needed just 10 seconds to give the 
Sharks the lead again, scoring on a one-timer from the slot after a feed 
from Steven Lorents. 

Forsberg scored less than 2 minutes later, picking up a rebound before 
skating around the goal and slipping the puck in. 

The Sharks pulled Kahkonen for an extra attacker towards the end, but 
the Predators held firm. 

“We had some big stops at key times, which is what you need,” Hynes 
said, crediting Lankinen, another new addition for the Predators, who 
stopped 31 shots. 

The 2022 Global Series will be completed in Tampere, Finland, where 
the defending Stanley Cup Champion Colorado Avalanche will face the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in another pair of regular-season games on Nov. 
4-5. 

It is the ninth season that the NHL has returned to Europe as part of its 
efforts to grow the local fan base in hockey-mad countries like the Czech 
Republic, Sweden, Finland and others. 

In North America, the regular season continues on Tuesday when the 
New York Rangers host the Tampa Bay Lightning and the Vegas Golden 
Knights face the Los Angeles Kings. 

NOTES: Saturday’s was the 30th NHL regular-season game played in 
Europe and the seventh in Prague. Overall, it was the 36th regular-
season game that the NHL has staged outside North America in six 
different countries and eight cities. ... Former NHL great Jaromir Jagr, 
who is yet to retire at age 50, dropped the ceremonial puck ahead of the 
game. 
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Why selecting Bonino as alternate captain 'easy choice' for Quinn 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

PRAGUE – It doesn’t surprise me that Nick Bonino was named alternate 
captain of the San Jose Sharks. 

It might have just been a coincidence, but I guessed it after a Captain’s 
Skate in mid-September. Captain Logan Couture barked out a drill for the 
Sharks to practice. Naturally, Couture led off, followed by alternate 
captains Tomas Hertl, Erik Karlsson, then Mario Ferraro. After Ferraro, 
taking what would’ve been ex-alternate captain Brent Burns’s turn? 

It was Bonino. I don’t know if David Quinn already knew then that his new 
alternate captain would be his former BU player. I asked Quinn on the 
first day of training camp if he had selected an “A” yet, and he said it was 
still an open competition. 

But Bonino made too much sense: He’s already considered a locker 
room leader, he’s the only current San Jose Sharks player (besides Nico 
Sturm) to have won a Stanley Cup, and he’s a Quinn ally, which might 
matter in the long run if the rumors that the bench boss’s New York 
Rangers veterans turned him off by the end of his tenure are true. 
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Lorentz impressive in Sharks' second loss to Predators 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

PRAGUE – Steven Lorentz doesn’t have a track record that screams top-
six winger. 

Before the San Jose Sharks acquired the 26-year-old this summer from 
the Carolina Hurricanes, Lorentz had just 10 goals in 112 NHL games. 
He had been a solid AHL scorer, but on the Metropolitan Division winner, 
he was a fourth-liner. 

So cue the outrage when Sharks head coach David Quinn shuffled the 
deck after Friday’s 4-1 loss to the Nashville Predators, and installed 
Lorentz next to his second line Logan Couture-Kevin Labanc duo. 

But I suspect that Lorentz changed some minds after a solid performance 
in Saturday’s 3-2 loss to the same Preds. 

“I thought Lorentz had a real good night,” Quinn noted. “I thought that line 
was our best line. I thought [Couture] was really good. I thought Labanc 
had a really good weekend.” 

Lorentz ended his night with an assist, but that wasn’t what impressed 
me. 
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PRAGUE – Steven Lorentz doesn’t have a track record that screams top-
six winger. 

Before the San Jose Sharks acquired the 26-year-old this summer from 
the Carolina Hurricanes, Lorentz had just 10 goals in 112 NHL games. 
He had been a solid AHL scorer, but on the Metropolitan Division winner, 
he was a fourth-liner. 

So cue the outrage when Sharks head coach David Quinn shuffled the 
deck after Friday’s 4-1 loss to the Nashville Predators, and installed 
Lorentz next to his second line Logan Couture-Kevin Labanc duo. 

But I suspect that Lorentz changed some minds after a solid performance 
in Saturday’s 3-2 loss to the same Preds. 

“I thought Lorentz had a real good night,” Quinn noted. “I thought that line 
was our best line. I thought [Couture] was really good. I thought Labanc 
had a really good weekend.” 

Lorentz ended his night with an assist, but that wasn’t what impressed 
me. 

In both plays, the 6-foot-4 winger flashed difference-making size, speed, 
and strength. 

In the first clip, Lorentz (16) sticked away a centering pass to Mikael 
Granlund (64). Labanc (62) showed great vision and touch to get the 
puck down almost 200 feet without an icing, throwing a long bomb that 
Lorentz could get to. Lorentz blew by Filip Forsberg (9), then did that and 
more to big Jeremy Lauzon (3) to win the puck. 

In the second clip, at least two steps behind Tanner Jeannot (84), 
Lorentz’s quick first step propelled him past the Pred for another puck 
battle win. 

Now truth be told, I do not think that Lorentz is a top-six forward on a 
playoff team. He appears to be an outstanding puck battler, and that’s 
really, really valuable – per SPORTLOGiQ, he was eighth in the NHL at 
2.2 Offensive Zone Puck Battle Wins Per 20 out of 439 qualified forwards 
(at least 300 even-strength minutes) – but I don’t think that he has the 
hands for the job. 

This play, again, starts like so many of Lorentz’s highlights: He has a 
fantastic first step. Starting the race from roughly the same spot, Lorentz 
has Yakov Trenin (13) sucking wind from the jump. It’s a clear-cut 2-on-1 
with Tomas Hertl (48), in large part because of Lorentz’s feet. 

But then, the Lorentz saucer pass has too much sauce, and Hertl can’t 
corral it. 

It’s tough to make a sweeping judgment based off one play – star winger 
Timo Meier, for example, has missed plenty of passes so far this season 
– and I’m sure the ice at a very hot O2 Arena didn’t help anybody. But 
there’s no doubt, plays like that, on the aggregate, are the difference 
between a top-six winger and a fourth-liner. 

But let’s give credit where credit is due. 

Again, Lorentz’s skating and length star. His forechecking pressure 
perhaps forces Dante Fabbro (57) into an ill-advised pass that Mario 
Ferraro (38) zooms into. Then Lorentz shows some top-six touch, putting 
the puck on a tee for Couture to smoke past Kevin Lankinen. 

So hey, maybe Lorentz just needs a chance to show his stuff. Judging by 
Quinn’s comments, he’s going to get it. 

Next up for the San Jose Sharks: Here come Lorentz’s old team, the 
Hurricanes. 
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PRAGUE — The San Jose Sharks are the “home” team tonight in the 
rubber match of their back-to-back season opener against the Nashville 
Predators. Luke Kunin got the Sharks the lead, and Logan Couture 
added to it, but San Jose fell short before a pro-Sharks crowd 3-2. 

Period 1 

Ferraro-Vlasic lead off PK. Then Benning-Simek, there’s some stability 
there at least. 

2 in: What’s good about Lorentz, you see his quickness, he gets San 
Jose Sharks 2-on-1. What’s not so good. That backhand pass to Hertl. 
He’s young, but hands need refinement to play up. 

Yakov Trenin to box. Today and last night, no reaction to him (he’s 
Russian). Thought there might be something from crowd. 

4 in : They try a complex PP2 entry that Preds sniff out. Ferraro is OK in 
forward-like role on this PP, fishing out pucks in battles. 

7 in: Benning turnover on exit, dangerous, but Vlasic erases mistake with 
good block of centering pass. 

9 in: Lorentz shows impressive burst, beats Lauzon to a dumped-in puck. 
Really impressive. Then the two battle in front. 

Kunin goal: Just meat and potatoes, win the faceoff, point shot, Kunin 
has a couple whacks at it. He’s got underrated hands in front. 

4 left: Kunin roars into zone but telegraphs a pass to the point. 

3 left: Hertl takes it to the middle, and thinks pass, turnover. The Sharks 
want him to be selfish there, I think, he could’ve walked down a little from 
high slot in. 

2 left: F1 Sturm pressures Carrier successfully, then along wall, 
Gadjovich pins them in for a moment. That was the good stuff. 

1 left: The net goes off easy again with Couture’s line out. 

Period 2 

Kunin has a fairly routine-looking dump-in for Couture with speed, but he 
can’t get it by, and Preds turn it around for a chance. That’s what I wrote 
about with Kunin, good shot, can score, dangerous below dots, but 
there’s an example of NZ play that submarines his shot differential. 

3 in: Good job by Sturm to get himself open for Vlasic pass in DZ. Then 
he hits Vlasic rushing the puck. I’m a fan of him at 4C. 

Nino goal: Kunin whiffs on a dump-in, Nashville turns it around. 
Niederreiter beats Benning from corner to the front. 

Couture goal: Lorentz forecheck pressure helped turnover, Ferraro jumps 
up, then he makes the pass for Couture one-timer. 

Forsberg goal: Gadjovich has to get that out. That’s one of those you’ve 
got one job situations. Kahkonen gets frozen on first Forsberg shot, Filip 
able to wrap around. Don’t love that either. 

8 in: Love that, Lorentz just explodes on Jeannot to win puck in corner. 

9 left: Ugly PP2 entry. Without a plan, unlike PP1, they don’t have 
individual talent to get in with ease. Then puck goes the other way, 
Niederreiter picks them apart again. 

8 left: Looks like Gadjovich had a shift skipped. 
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Period 3 

Looks like Svechnikov gets a a shift with Couture. They’re just rifling 
through options, it seems? 

No, just a momentary thing. 

Lorentz on the PK. That’s newish? He has to be growing in coaching 
staff’s estimation. 

9 left: Great Karlsson stretch pass to Hertl, but Hertl can’t do much with 
it. San Jose Sharks haven’t had enough offensive life like that in late part 
of the game again. Following same script as last night. Shots, but not a 
lot very dangerous ones. 

5 left: Simek had a stuff-in chance just now, that would’ve been a great 
moment. He should’ve got a starting lineup nod one night, I think. 
Would’ve been a nice moment. 

Ferraro one-timer off a good Karlsson pass. 

3 left: Timo pass sniffed out up high. He got crowded by two Preds. 

Karlsson and five forwards (Couture, Hertl, Meier, Labanc, Kunin) on 6-
on-5. Developing pecking order. 
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PRAGUE – David Quinn may be off to a rough start with some San Jose 
Sharks fans. 

Fair or not, Quinn had a reputation with the New York Rangers for not 
giving his young players a fair shake. 

I’m not going to get into that debate – I don’t agree with that accusation 
and have discussed it here. 

Quinn, however, didn’t endear himself to some fans when he sat both of 
the Sharks’ top prospects, William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau, in the 
team’s final preseason tune-up on Tuesday against Eisbaren Berlin. 

Quinn has previously said that the San Jose Sharks’ line-up against 
Eisbaren would be close to what we see on opening night against the 
Nashville Predators on Friday. So that could mean Eklund and Bordeleau 
scratched, and one step closer to being re-assigned to the San Jose 
Barracuda. 

Because the Sharks and Predators are in Europe, thousands of miles 
away from their AHL affiliates, the NHL has given both organizations 
special exceptions and allowed them to carry 27 players, four more than 
the norm, to Berlin and Prague. 

But that’ll change when both the San Jose Sharks and San Jose 
Barracuda play on Oct. 14. 

So why haven’t Eklund and Bordeleau cracked the Sharks’ top-nine? 
Let’s keep in mind, for their development, that you want to avoid 
relegating these high-skilled prospects to the fourth line. 
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PRAGUE – It doesn’t surprise me that Nick Bonino was named alternate 
captain of the San Jose Sharks. 

It might have just been a coincidence, but I guessed it after a Captain’s 
Skate in mid-September. Captain Logan Couture barked out a drill for the 
Sharks to practice. Naturally, Couture led off, followed by alternate 
captains Tomas Hertl, Erik Karlsson, then Mario Ferraro. After Ferraro, 
taking what would’ve been ex-alternate captain Brent Burns’s turn? 

It was Bonino. I don’t know if David Quinn already knew then that his new 
alternate captain would be his former BU player. I asked Quinn on the 
first day of training camp if he had selected an “A” yet, and he said it was 
still an open competition. 

But Bonino made too much sense: He’s already considered a locker 
room leader, he’s the only current San Jose Sharks player (besides Nico 
Sturm) to have won a Stanley Cup, and he’s a Quinn ally, which might 
matter in the long run if the rumors that the bench boss’s New York 
Rangers veterans turned him off by the end of his tenure are true. 

Did Quinn “Micromanage” Rangers Vets — How Might That Affect 
Sharks? (+) 

If it was an open competition, it appears that Bonino lapped the field. 

“When I got here, there was an opening to add another leader to the 
group. It was pretty obvious that he was the guy. You talked to anybody 
around the building or anybody on the team, he’s the guy that everybody 
refers to is a guy that should fill those shoes,” the San Jose Sharks’ 
bench boss said on Thursday, when the news became official. “He’s a 
winner. He’s been a winner everywhere he’s been. It was an easy choice 
in a lot of ways.” 

Quinn also noted that Bonino had never worn a letter, which surprised 
him. And that is a surprise, which is a tribute to how Bonino has carried 
himself throughout his career. 

Anyway, for Bonino, he played off the magnitude of the honor, which is 
about what you’d expect. 

“It means a lot to me. I try to be a leader, regardless of if I have one,” 
Bonino said on Friday morning. “I try to do the same things I’ve always 
done. We have a great leadership group here. So makes it a lot easier.” 

SAN JOSE SHARKS (0-1-0) 

We’ll know more about the line-up two hours before the game. I would 
think that Kaapo Kahkonen will get the start in the back-to-back. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS (1-0-0) 

If Nashville doesn’t deviate from a winning formula, here are their lines 
from yesterday. But will their backup get the call tonight? 
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Hockey Canada interim chair Andrea Skinner resigns amid outcry for 
change in leadership 
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Hockey Canada’s interim chair Andrea Skinner has resigned, the 
governing body’s board of directors announced Saturday. 

“Upon reflection, it is clear to me from recent events that it no longer 
makes sense for me to continue to volunteer my time as interim chair or 
as a director of the organization,” Skinner said in a statement. 

The move comes after widespread calls for Hockey Canada to make 
changes in leadership after sexual assault allegations were made public 
in a lawsuit, which the organization settled for an undisclosed amount. 

“We will continue to meet over the weekend to discuss other changes 
and reforms to the organization,” Hockey Canada said in the statement 
Saturday. 

Skinner, who joined Hockey Canada’s board in 2020, was appointed 
interim chair in August after the resignation of Michael Brind’Amour over 
the organization’s handling of the assault allegations. 

In the civil complaint, filed in April in Ontario Superior Court, a woman 
alleged that she was assaulted by eight players, including members of 
Canada’s World Junior team, in a London, Ont., hotel room following a 
Hockey Canada Foundation event in June 2018. 

The lawsuit was settled before a full investigation into the allegations was 
completed. Players on the 2018 U20 men’s junior team, which was 
identified in the suit, were asked to participate in an investigation 
conducted by a third-party firm but were not required to do so. 

London police have since reopened their investigation into the incident. 
The fallout over Hockey Canada’s handling of the sexual assault lawsuit 
has led to the governing body losing several sponsorships, including 
Canadian Tire, Telus, Tim Hortons and Scotiabank. 

Numerous provincial organizations have announced that they are 
withdrawing financial support toward Hockey Canada. Hockey Quebec, 
Hockey Nova Scotia and Hockey Alberta announced they are withholding 
player registration fees that go to Hockey Canada. 

Hockey Québec’s decision to cut ties came after a report from The Globe 
and Mail on Oct. 3 revealed that Hockey Canada created a second 
undisclosed fund in part to settle sexual assault lawsuits. The second 
fund, known as the Participants Legacy Trust Fund, was reportedly 
started in 1999 as an additional reserve set up by transferring money 
from the National Equity Fund, which was paid for by registration fees 
from youth players. 

Hockey Canada spokesman Jeremy Knight told The Globe and Mail that 
the Participants Legacy Trust fund has not been used, and any 
distributions from the reserve would go to the governing body’s member 
branches. 

In July, it was reported that the first reserve, the National Equity Fund, 
exceeded $15 million in recent years and was used to settle the lawsuit 
filed this year over the 2018 sexual assault allegations. 

Following the report on the Participants Legacy Trust Fund, the Canadian 
Heritage Committee held its scheduled third round of hearings on 
Tuesday to address how Hockey Canada handled the 2018 sexual 
assault allegation. Skinner took a defiant stance in defending the 
organization to Canadian Parliamentary members, reaffirming support for 
senior leadership. 

During her hearing, Skinner described the National Equity Fund as 
prudent risk management and stated that the Participants’ Legacy Trust 
Fund is not a Hockey Canada asset. 

Parliamentarians routinely pointed out in the hearing what they believed 
to be a fundamental disconnect between Hockey Canada’s steadfast 

commitment to keeping leadership in place and the public outcry that the 
hearings have sparked. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Malgin gets 'crispy' in Maple Leafs' pre-season finale as 
roster comes into focus 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

October 9, 2022, 12:06 AM 

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews called it “crispy.” Matt Murray reeled off 
the top-tier qualities that enabled it. Sheldon Keefe said it was simply a 
prime example of who Denis Malgin is. 

As the Toronto Maple Leafs dominated their pre-season finale Saturday 
night at Scotiabank Arena — a final chance to hone their game and 
answer questions about their roster before the regular season arrives — 
it was Malgin’s display of just who he is that might’ve provided the 
biggest answer of all. 

The reply came midway through the eventual win over the Detroit Red 
Wings, when the score was still knotted at 1-1. It started in Toronto’s own 
zone, with Malgin intercepting an errant Red Wings pass and tapping it to 
Alex Kerfoot, who shoveled it back to the quick-footed winger. From 
there, the former Florida Panther was off, racing up ice, weaving around 
defenders and flipping the puck to a patch of open ice before catching up 
to it himself and wiring it home.  

It was a go-ahead goal the prospect-laden Wings couldn’t come back 
from. More than that, it was another statement to the Maple Leafs brass 
that the 25-year-old deserves a spot on the opening-night roster.  

“He had a good camp. He obviously produced. That’s a big part of who 
he is and what he does,” Keefe said post-game of the Olten, Switzerland 
native, who’s finished this pre-season with four goals to his name. “He 
was also just competitive, hard on the puck, forechecked when it was 
time to forecheck.  

“I think if you’re him coming in, if you made a checklist of the things you 
want to get accomplished, he did a good job of accomplishing it.” 

As his coach pointed out, it was more than just the highlight-reel tally that 
raised eyebrows on the Leafs bench Saturday night — it was Malgin’s 
overall dedication to the fight to make the cut.  

There was no clearer example of that than in the final minutes of the third 
period, after Toronto’s big boys had already run the score up to 5-1, 
when Malgin was still out there battling along the wall, fighting to win the 
puck back, fighting to win his spot.  

“He’s looked unbelievable all camp,” Matthews said of the dynamic 
winger. “Just the confidence. He’s looked strong out there. It’s been a lot 
of fun to watch.” 

Added Murray: “He’s played great for us. … Great speed, great hands, 
good hockey sense, finishing touch. He’s a pretty impressive player.” 

While Keefe made clear he and his staff have taken note, the Maple 
Leafs’ bench boss stopped short of confirming Malgin’s earned a spot 
just yet.  

“I think there’s still discussions,“ Keefe said of where he and his staff are 
in regards to ironing out the look of their opening-night roster. “And that’s 
why you want to let the games play out. As I’ve talked about, there’s a 
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number of factors at play — salary cap, injuries, waivers, all these kinds 
of things. There’s a lot happening.” 

For a club pressed up as close to the salary cap as the Maple Leafs are, 
any chance of impact performances from players who earn what Malgin 
will this season — $750,000 — will always be welcome. The absence of 
John Tavares, who remains sidelined with an oblique injury, makes the 
need for added offence even more pressing.  

Whether Malgin gets the chance to be part of that solution and remain 
where he skated Saturday night — beside William Nylander, on the 
second line — and whether he sticks with the big club for an extended 
stretch in 2022-23, remains to be seen. It likely depends on a number of 
factors out of the winger’s control. But it’s safe to say he’s done all he 
can to will himself into Toronto’s lineup. 

As for the rest of the forward corps, the heavy hitters made clear they’re 
ready for the real games, Nylander wiring home a pair of goals on the 
night, Mitch Marner and Matthews connecting on a couple highlight-reel 
finishes of their own. 

The more urgent question marks, as always, remain on the back end. 
Saturday night offered Leafs Nation one sigh of relief on that front, as 
veteran Jake Muzzin made his pre-season debut after holding back to 
handle some back discomfort.  

Aside from a few early bobbles — and a brief trip to the dressing room 
following a stick to the face — the former Cup champ looked steady in 
his return. 

“I thought he was excellent, really, for playing his first home game,” 
Keefe said of the 33-year-old. “It was good to have him there, just the 
impact he has on the penalty kill. I thought he and Holl [played well] — 
Justin Holl was outstanding today.” 

The Maple Leafs still have a few days to move pieces around and settle 
final discussions on how exactly they’ll deploy their forwards when the 
regular season arrives. The blue line, though, seems more set, with 
Morgan Reilly and T.J. Brodie reuniting to lead the unit and Mark 
Giordano lining up beside young Rasmus Sandin. 

The group’s first true test will come Wednesday, at the Bell Centre, 
against the Montreal Canadiens. Let the games begin. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens left with plenty of lineup questions after winless 
pre-season 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 8, 2022, 10:12 PM 

 

The evaluation continued for Martin St. Louis and his staff on Saturday in 
Bouctouche, N.B., where the Montreal Canadiens played their eighth and 
final pre-season game and fell 3-2 in overtime to the Ottawa Senators. 

Just how complete it is now for the coach and his assistants, though, is 
questionable. That he couldn’t ice a lineup that fully resembles the one 
he’ll start the regular season with come Wednesday made getting a real 
handle on what his team actually will be a challenge. 

It feels like St. Louis has more questions than he does answers at this 
point, which would matter a lot more if the Canadiens were expected to 
be anything more than a bottom team this season. 

But we digress. 

How much could St. Louis really tell about Juraj Slafkovsky — the first-
overall pick in the 2022 draft — without ever having watched him in a 
game with four lines of full-time NHLers rolling? What conclusions can he 
draw about chemistry between linemates when so little of it could be 
established during a camp that saw key players injured and too many of 
the 75 invited forced to stick around longer to fulfill the absurdly lengthy 
exhibition schedule? 

“I’d have liked to have had everyone available for these last two games,” 
St. Louis told reporters after Saturday’s game. “But you can only control 
what you control, and that’s what we had to do.” 

Surely, St. Louis got a good feel for things, but he’ll have to glean all the 
missing information during games that actually count for something. 

We don’t take too much from these ones, nor do we think the 0-6-2 
results are necessarily predictive of anything — other than the Canadiens 
clearly being a work in progress. 

They’re firmly entrenched in a rebuild. Or, to put it more accurately, 
they’re building. 

At least some of the pieces emerged as foundational over the last three 
weeks. 

Take Kaiden Guhle, for example. He’s a 20-year-old defenceman poised 
to begin what appears to be a very promising NHL career. He was 
expected to earn a spot out of camp, and he delivered from Day 1 all the 
way through, rubber stamping it with his third goal of pre-season in 
Saturday’s game. 

Guhle made crisp plays all over the ice, played smart and physical, and 
he showed just how far his offensive game has come over the last year. 
The 16th-overall pick in 2020 also made it clear he’s not only ready to 
play in Montreal, but that he’s ready for big minutes on the team’s blue 
line. 

Kirby Dach, who’s still only 21, is entering his fourth season in the NHL 
looking like a player who was worth the first- and third-round picks sent to 
the Chicago Blackhawks to acquire him this past summer. 

He’s a big centre who skates exceptionally well and plays a mature game 
at both ends of the rink, and he can build on a good start in Montreal to 
show he’s ready to start fulfilling the promise that saw him taken third 
overall in the 2019 draft. 

And then there’s Slafkovsky, who gradually found a higher level as camp 
went along and played what St. Louis thought were his best games as 
the team wrapped pre-season in Newfoundland and New Brunswick. 

Not too many people would’ve thought of Arber Xhekaj as a foundational 
piece of Montreal’s future core when he arrived at last year’s training 
camp as an undrafted defenceman. But the 21-year-old made a name for 
himself this fall by playing a rugged, in-your-face game that drew the ire 
of all his opponents. 

That Xhekaj, who was a standout with the OHL champion Hamilton 
Bulldogs last year, is an excellent skater; that he’s composed, a capable 
puck mover and much more of an offensive threat than most would’ve 
assumed should have the Canadiens looking at him as a big part of their 
future. 

The six-foot-four, 238-pounder, who was challenged throughout the pre-
season and showed no hesitation to defend his teammates, could also 
be a big part of the team’s present. Barring a couple of trades or waiver 
claims, it’s unimaginable he’ll be anywhere but on the Canadiens blue 
line to start this season. 

If we could say the same for Jordan Harris or Justin Barron, who have 
promising futures but don’t appear quite ready for full-time action in the 
NHL to start the season. The Canadiens likely wouldn’t have claimed 
Jonathan Kovacevic from the Winnipeg Jets on Saturday if they were. 

The six-foot-four, 208-pound Kovacevic comes with just four games of 
NHL experience but, to his credit, has lots of pro experience at the AHL 
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level. He’s a 25-year-old defenceman, signed for three years, and can, at 
the very least, fill a role until Harris and/or Barron show they're more 
prepared to play regularly at this level. 

This camp provided goaltender Cayden Primeau with a golden 
opportunity to show he can do the same after authoring impressive 
playoffs with the AHL’s Laval Rocket last spring. 

But it would be impossible to suggest he took advantage of it, leaving 
Samuel Montembeault unchallenged in the race to back up Jake Allen 
this season. 

Allen, who signed a two-year contract extension last week, was one 
veteran who showed quite well. Brendan Gallaher was another. 

Nick Suzuki played brilliantly in his only exhibition game earlier this week 
but missed the first two-thirds of camp with a lower-body injury and the 
rest of it with an upper-body injury that the Canadiens say won’t threaten 
his ability to start the regular season on time. 

He’ll have to play catch up, and so will Christian Dvorak, Mike Hoffman 
and Joel Armia, who are all currently nursing upper-body injuries. 

The Canadiens will have to hope Mike Matheson won’t despite missing 
the final two games for “precautionary reasons.” If the pre-season was an 
indication of anything, it was that this team is going to rely heavily on the 
28-year-old who came over in the trade that sent Jeff Petry to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins over the summer. 

That Matheson played over 25 minutes in one exhibition game, and 
regularly skated on both special teams through all his others, tells you 
how big of a role he’ll play — especially with veteran Joel Edmundson 
out indefinitely with a back injury. 

We know Suzuki and Cole Caufield, who scored a beautiful goal and led 
the Canadiens with four in the pre-season, will play huge ones. 

But everything else is up in the air — from who will complete a line with 
those two to who will complete the team’s top-six forward group to what 
the defence pairings will look like on any given night. 

Again, that’s not the biggest deal for a Canadiens team with no 
expectation to compete for anything but a lottery pick this year. 

But these three weeks could’ve been used a bit more to build chemistry 
— and an identity — and they could’ve led St. Louis to learn a lot more 
about the collective than he likely did. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Cap-strapped Oilers face unfamiliar roster inflexibility as 
pre-season wraps up 
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October 8, 2022, 12:53 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Eight pre-season games are in the books, finally, and 
what we have learned about this Edmonton Oilers team?  

When it comes to the salary cap, they’re screwed.  

One hundred and sixty five dollars.  

That was walking around money, back in the day when we used to carry 
“walking around money.”  

Today, that is the amount of cap flexibility the Oilers have as they enter 
the 2022-23 season deep into Long Term Injury Reserve.  

So, as we offer our collective relief — after a 5-3 win over the Seattle 
Kraken — that another stultifying pre-season is now in the rear view 
mirror, what greets general manager Ken Holland’s team is a level of 
roster inflexibility never before seen here in Edmonton.  

For starters, as we await Saturday’s 2 pm ET announcement on whether 
winger Mattias Janmark will clear waivers, that $1.25 million salary will 
solve a lot of issues if it lands elsewhere in the NHL. If he does not get 
claimed, as we suspect will be the case, Edmonton will be forced to place 
Devin Shore and his $850,000 salary on the waiver wire as a response, 
in their quest to be cap compliant by Monday.  

If Shore goes unclaimed, then Edmonton — which could be running that 
scant 21-man roster for the foreseeable future — will have a fourth line 
missing veterans Shore and Janmark, but including minor league vet 
Brad Malone, Derek Ryan, and perhaps even Jesse Puljujarvi. 

Kailer Yamamoto and Warren Foegele are both injured to some unknown 
degree, but for the purposes of this column we’ll assume they’ll be ready 
to play by Wednesday night. A such, this is our best guess on how the 
Oilers will line up when the rosters are declared on Monday:  

Once the Oilers get to Opening Day on Wednesday however, a few 
things could happen. But remember, Edmonton has exactly $165 in 
wiggle room — so they can’t do much.  

In order to call up a million dollar player the Oilers have to send $1 million 
or more in contracts down to Bakersfield.  

One move we could see Edmonton making on Wednesday morning, 
simply on the strength of their respective training camp performances, is 
to call defenceman Markus Niemelainen up to the big club and send 
Philip Broberg down. Broberg has to start the season on the NHL roster 
because of bonus clauses, but Niemelainen outplayed Broberg this fall.  

We suspect Niemelainen will be farmed out over the weekend, but may 
not leave Edmonton. Broberg, meanwhile, did not seize his training camp 
opportunity, and would not be hurt by a little more AHL seasoning. That’s 
a move that is easily made as neither player requires waivers, and 
Broberg ($863,333) makes more money than Niemelainen ($762,500).  

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

Up front it gets more complex, however.  

Let’s say that Janmark and Shore remain Oilers, and both are sent down 
to the AHL on Sunday so the team can be cap compliant on Monday. 
Ideally, you’d like to have Malone in Bakersfield, and one or both of 
Shore and Janmark on the NHL roster.  

But how do you get them there?  

Malone makes $762,500. Shore makes $850,000. Janmark makes $1.25 
million.  

Alone, Malone’s demotion does not open up enough cap space to bring 
up either Shore or Janmark. But perhaps the roughly $100,000 gained in 
the Niemelainen-Broberg swap allows for a Shore-Malone swap.  

How did we get here?  

Well, as some folks would say, it’s always Jesse Puljujarvi who gets the 
blame.  

Holland spent the summer trying unsuccessfully to trade Puljujarvi and 
his $3 million salary, and built a roster that was supposed to have the 
flexibility provided by having moved out $3 million in salary.  

Oilers' Woodcroft explains the criteria he wants to fill the final roster spots 
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Holland wanted a second round pick for the big Finn, and couldn’t find 
one on the open market. Give Holland credit for sticking to his price, but 
this bind he is in is a result of that as well.  

Warren Foegele was another trade target, but with two years left at 
$2.75, he is harder to move than Puljujarvi, who has only this season left 
on his contract.  

Could Holland cave, and move Puljujarvi for a third round pick, and 
maybe a fifth?  

It would solve his cap issues, but he’ll likely let the season play out and 
see if injuries find some relief for his roister plight. 
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TSN.CA / Muzzin focuses on having fun: 'Sometimes you put too much 
pressure on yourself' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a skate (game group) and practice at Scotiabank 
Arena on Saturday.  

During a candid media session, Jake Muzzin opened up about his 
struggles last season.  

"I felt like we had a really good group and I wanted to be the best version 
of myself and sometimes you put too much pressure on yourself," the 
defenceman said. "It's not easy. It's a tough league. It's a lot of games 
and sometimes you can get a little lost and a little confused about what 
really makes you a good player." 

The 33-year-old has a simple mindset to start this season.  

"Just get back to having fun," Muzzin said. "I was putting a lot of pressure 
on myself last year to be the perfect player and that's impossible. So, get 
back to having fun and enjoying the group and enjoying the team we 
have here and my play usually flourishes from that." 

Muzzin, a Stanley Cup champion with the Los Angeles Kings in 2014, 
seemed to turn the corner in the playoffs.  

"He had a lot going on in his head last year," coach Sheldon Keefe 
noted. "Last season was a very important season for us and he took on a 
lot of that and I think it affected him. He came back [from injury at] playoff 
time with a much clearer head, really focused on just controlling what he 
can control and doing his thing on the ice and we saw the results. It 
appears to me Muzz is in a really good head space that way."  

Muzzin played with T.J. Brodie in the playoffs. He will be reunited with 
Justin Holl to start this season. That duo had a good run together a 
couple years ago, but struggled mightily at times last season.  

"Both guys, individually, weren't at their best last season for various 
reasons," said Keefe. "Both guys are just in a different place." 

"We just got to get back to what makes us good," said Muzzin. "Being 
hard and physical and shutting down plays and moving the puck and 
letting the rest of the guys do the skill work." 

Mentally, Muzzin certainly seems to be in a better spot. Physical 
questions, however, remain. He missed the start of camp due to back 
discomfort. Saturday will be his first and only exhibition action.  

"It's huge," he said. "It's something I wanted and I'm glad that 
everything's progressed the way it has ... Practice is one thing, but your 
timing on rushes and stuff like that in a game is important. Plays under 

pressure, stuff like that, reads, knowing what to do with the puck before 
you get it. Like, in practice sometimes everything's so structured where 
you know what you're doing and [games] you have to read and adapt to 
situations." 

In the past, Muzzin felt he needed multiple games to get up to speed, but 
the bubble playoffs and pandemic-shortened season showed him that 
one game can be enough.  

"We'll get him in a game tonight, which will go a long way to not only 
preparing him to play next week but also just giving him the peace of 
mind that his body feels good and he's ready to play the season," said 
Keefe.  

Muzzin opens up about struggle last year: 'Sometimes you can get a little 
lost' 

After a tough regular season last year, Maple Leafs d-man Jake Muzzin 
returned to the lineup in the playoffs where head coach Sheldon Keefe 
says he was at his best. Muzzin spoke about perhaps being a little too 
hard on himself during the year, what changed in the playoffs, and how 
he hopes to carry that same attitude forward into this season. 

John Tavares took part in his first practice since being diagnosed with an 
oblique strain on Sept. 27.  

"I would love to be ready to go for Wednesday," the 32-year-old centre 
said. "But, at the same time, you got to look at the big picture: four games 
in six nights [to start the season] and we have an 82-game grind and, 
obviously, hopefully a two-month grind after that. So, just continue to hit 
my checkpoints day-by-day, get the feedback, and we'll just assess each 
day where I'm at." 

Tavares suited up in Toronto's opening pre-season game on Sept. 24 
and also took part in a practice on Sept. 26.  

"It was like a two-part injury," Tavares explained. "I took a cross-check [in 
the game]. It wasn't very hard, but it just kind of got me in the right spot. I 
was very sore and stiff, but just thought it was a little bit of soreness, first 
game in how many months, and you feel it a little bit more. So, just 
thought it was something like that and then partway through practice I felt 
something grab on me. I was able to complete practice, but was sore and 
got more progressively sore as the day went on." 

Further testing revealed the strain. Tavares also sustained an oblique 
injury in 2019 when he was preparing for the World Championship.  

"Very different," he said. "That one took some time and I wasn't moving 
very well for a good couple weeks. This one just felt more like a bruise, 
like a contusion, the whole time. We noticed a strain on top of that. I was 
a little stiff for the first few days, but was able to get right back to the gym 
and not have to really go through the slow stages of diligent rehab. I was 
able to kind of get after things right away and progress is really good. 
We've been able to push it and get me to this point. I'm excited to be 
back on the ice and able to prepare myself. Being back out there with the 
group today is huge and goes a long way." 

This is the first time Tavares has been felled by a significant injury during 
a training camp. It will cost him the chance to ramp up the intensity and 
get his timing back right away.  

"No doubt you lose that," the Leafs captain admits, "but I have to use my 
experience and what I have available to me to do the best I can to adapt 
and, also, knowing it's a long season." 

Keefe says Tavares is expected to take part in practice on Monday 
although it might be in a non-contact capacity.  

Tavares describes 'two-part injury'; hopes to play Wednesday, but won't 
rush 

John Tavares suffered an oblique injury on September 24, and has 
consequently missed most of the pre-season. He did practice after 
suffering the injury, and he described in detail just what happened that 
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led to him watching the rest of the club's pre-season games from the 
sidelines. 

After logging 22 minutes and 32 seconds in his first pre-season game on 
Friday night, Rasmus Sandin was eager for more.  

"It was a lot of fun out there," the defenceman said. "I want to go out and 
play another game now." 

Sandin will get his wish. He's back in the lineup on Saturday. The Leafs 
are looking to accelerate his conditioning after the 22-year-old Swede 
missed the start of training camp due to a contract stalemate.  

"It's not ideal, you know, coming off your first game to play again, but the 
situation is what it is and we're trying to make up for some lost time 
here," Keefe said.  

Sandin is expected to line up beside Mark Giordano. The pair practised 
together earlier this week.  

"It's been good," said Sandin. "He's that type of player that if you jump in 
with him right away, he makes it pretty easy for you." 

NHL: Maple Leafs 2, Red Wings 4 

The Leafs scored the first two goals of the game but the Red Wings 
responded with four unanswered to win their last pre-season home 
game. Tyler Bertuzzi led the way for Detroit with two goals. 

--- 

Up front, Denis Malgin and Adam Gaudette will also play again after 
suiting up in Detroit on Friday. Both players are on the bubble to make 
the team.  

"Actually, I'm not nervous," Malgin insisted. "I'm enjoying every day here 
and trying to do the best ... Feeling, actually, good. It's fun to play 
hockey." 

Gaudette sustained a shoulder injury in his first pre-season game before 
returning to the lineup on Monday. He made a nice play to set up 
Toronto's opening goal on Friday.  

"I thought last night was his best night for us," noted Keefe.  

Gaudette and Malgin will play on a line with William Nylander.  

Nick Robertson and Pontus Holmberg will get the night off. 

"Both guys have had excellent camps and have really shown well," said 
Keefe. "Those guys have played a lot of hockey in the prospect 
tournament, played a lot of hockey in this camp and we didn't think it was 
necessary for them to play in the back-to-back situation tonight."   

Sandin, Robertson stand out for undermanned Leafs 

The Leafs of TSN panel weighed in on the strong showing by Rasmus 
Sandin and Nicholas Robertson, who stood out in Toronto's pre-season 
game against the full strength Red Wings on Friday. 

Toronto will be debuting a new line on Saturday as Alex Kerfoot slots in 
beside Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok.  

"I can put them on the ice against anybody on the other team and I 
wouldn't worry about it," Keefe said. "But I do think there's good offensive 
potential there. That's where our group may differ from what we've 
looked like in the past."  

Engvall will be playing his first pre-season game after missing the start of 
camp due to a foot injury.  

David Kampf will skate between newcomers Zach Aston-Reese and 
Nicolas Aube-Kubel.  

"It's something we've really liked the look of and has the opportunity to be 
a line that can be really responsible defensively," said Keefe. "We all 
know how we used Kampf last season and I think with Aston-Reese and 

Aube-Kubel and their skill-set, there's great opportunity for them to be 
deployed in a similar manner." 

Aston-Reese is at Leafs camp on a pro tryout.  

"I said at the start camp, I'm just here to do my job," Aston-Reese said 
after scoring a goal in Monday's pre-season win in Montreal. "My game's 
not flashy or sexy by any means. I don't think they're looking for that. Just 
playing solid, smart and consistent is the biggest thing. I'm not really 
letting it get to me." 

Aston-Reese awaiting Leafs decision on pro tryout: 'I'm not really letting it 
get to me' 

As he enters the final week of Leafs training camp without a contract, 
Zach Aston-Reese insists he isn't feeling any additional pressure. "I'm not 
really letting it get to me," the hard-hitting winger said. "My game's not 
sexy by any means, but I don't think they're looking for that." Aston-
Reese scored in Monday's pre-season game in Montreal. "He is doing 
what he can to help the team win and grab hold of a role here," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "I have been very happy with him." 

Most of Toronto's regulars will be in the lineup on Saturday, which is 
important for Keefe, who's also looking to get up to speed.  

"You are wanting to get a feel for the flow of the bench," Keefe said. "It is 
not going to be quite the same as the regular season, but you still want to 
get a flow for it in terms of the power play, the penalty kill, and how the 
bench flows in different situations — O-zone faceoffs and d-zone 
faceoffs. Getting the players all in the same game to kind of feel the flow 
of the game as it is in the regular season is probably the best thing for 
me as a coach." 

The expectation for the players?  

"You want to look organized," Keefe said. "You want to look like you're 
playing hockey that is going to help you succeed in the regular season. 
We are going to play four games in six nights right out of the gate starting 
on Wednesday. I know it is not the regular season and the players know 
it is not, they want to get the conditioning elements, the timing elements, 
and most importantly, get out of the game healthy. You are managing all 
of that." 

Leafs Ice Chips: What's on the line in pre-season finale? 

With the season fast approaching, and roster decisions looming the 
Maple Leafs are dressing what very well could be their opening night 
lineup against the Red Wings in their final pre-season tune up. Mark 
Masters has more on what's on the line for some of the players as they 
get set to take on the Red Wings. 

--- 

Toronto's tight salary-cap situation will be a factor in the final roster 
decisions.  

"It's a factor, no doubt," Keefe said. "I've been in some meetings that I left 
pretty confused about a lot of the factors that are at play outside of the 
actual evaluation of the players. It is, without a doubt, a factor."  
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