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Carolina Hurricanes ready to ‘climb that ladder again’ with all eyes on a Stanley Cup  
By Chip Alexander  
Jordan Staal was 18 years old in 2006 when his oldest 
brother, Eric, brought the Stanley Cup home to Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, having won it with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
“I may have had a beverage out of it,” Jordan said, smiling. 
“A Coke, maybe.” 
Three years later, Jordan Staal brought the Cup to Thunder 
Bay, having won it with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
“I definitely drank a beverage out of it,” he said, smiling 
again. “I remember thinking, ‘Oh, this will happen again’ but it 
hasn’t happened again.” 
As Staal enters his 17th NHL season, his fourth as captain of 
the Hurricanes, he’d like one more victorious sip from the 
Cup. For most of his teammates, it would be their first. 
The Canes, who open a new season Wednesday against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena, have that stated goal: 
win the Stanley Cup. Not reach the playoffs again. Win the 
Cup. 
“Not easy. Not easy at all,” Staal told The News & Observer 
during training camp. “You have to have a good team, have 
to be in the mix. Then there’s a learning curve to winning in 
the playoffs. It’s learning the way to grind through a series, 
through the ups and downs. It’s finding a way and being 
lucky a little bit. All those things.” 
The Hurricanes have been a good team in the four seasons 
with Rod Brind’Amour as their head coach. They’ve been in 
the playoff mix each year. Hard lessons have been learned. 
The Canes have won divisional titles the past two seasons. A 
year ago, they set a franchise record for points (116) in 
winning the Metropolitan Division. They led the NHL in 
fewest goals allowed per game, had the league’s best 
penalty killing. 
“And this year’s team might be the best team we’ve had, with 
the depth we’ve added,” Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said last week. 
Added to the mix were defenseman Brent Burns, a former 
Norris Trophy winner, and veteran forwards Max Pacioretty 
and Paul Stastny. None has won a Stanley Cup in their long 
careers. All want to, believing they have joined a team good 
enough to do it. 

‘A hungry group’ 

But what separates a good team from the one able to take 
that last step and become a championship team? 
Does it take superstars such as the Pens’ Sidney Crosby or 
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin? Or Nathan MacKinnon and 
Cale Makar of the Colorado Avalanche, the 2022 Cup 
winners? 

Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen and goalie Antti Raanta 
were members of the Chicago Blackhawks championship 
team in 2015. Teravainen was 20 and a rookie on a team 
with Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, Duncan Keith and 
Brent Seabrook. 
“I think we have superstars on our team now and nobody 
really talks about them that way,” Teravainen said. “I have 
seen them play many years now and I know how good our 
guys are — as good as anyone in the league. 
“Everyone has to play at the highest limit they can play in the 
playoffs. Sometimes, it may take a few times. You lose, you 
learn from it, you get better. That might be happening here. I 
got lucky my first year. For sure now I realize how hard it is.” 
Another factor can be the aging veteran, a player sensing 
time is running short to finally lift the Cup. 
Brind’Amour did it as the Canes captain in 2006, winning at 
last at 35. On that team were Glen Wesley and Bret Hedican 
and others aching to win the Cup for the first time. 
Brind’Amour credits a big part of that Canes run to having a 
hot goalie in Cam Ward, then a rookie who was awarded the 
Conn Smythe Trophy as playoffs MVP. 
“Being a young guy he probably didn’t know how big a 
moment it was,” Brind’Amour said, grinning. 
“Older guys probably have a better appreciation, because 
every year that goes by is a year you didn’t get it done. 
We’ve got a hungry group, I think, having not achieved that 
goal yet.” 
The motivations differ for different players. Defenseman Brett 
Pesce would like to win a Cup but said he is still steamed 
over the way the 2022 playoffs ended, with the Canes’ Game 
7 loss at home to the New York Rangers in the second 
round. 
“That left a bad taste in our mouths,” Pesce said. “For me, I 
never want that feeling again. It definitely adds extra fire.” 
And so a new season begins, one that will include the 
Canes’ first outdoor game. It will be a grind, with different 
twists and turns, as always. The 2023 Stanley Cup awaits 
the NHL’s sole survivor. 
Raanta, a backup goalie with the Blackhawks in 2015, did 
not dress in the playoffs that year. He earned a Stanley Cup 
ring but did not get his name on the Cup. 

Maybe this year? Raanta doesn’t disagree. 

“Everyone is a year older and maybe we have more depth,” 
Raanta said. “Maybe we can climb that ladder again.” 
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LeBrun: How the Hurricanes pulled off the Brent Burns trade and another splashy 
offseason 
By Pierre LeBrun

The Hurricanes have established member privileges in the 
NHL’s club of elite teams. 

Back-to-back seasons with a No. 3 standing in the regular 
season saw to that. 

But it’s time to push through that VIP door. It’s time for that 
next level — a deep playoff run. 

“Yes, no doubt,” veteran Hurricanes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said in an interview with The Athletic 
last week. “We feel like we have a lot of really good pieces in 
place, especially our young players who have all played at 
least two years — some three to four years — in the playoffs. 
And adding some veteran presence and leadership to our 
group, that was going to be very helpful in us trying to take 
that next step.” 

Enter Brent Burns, Max Pacioretty and Paul Stastny — three 
veterans with extensive playoff experience, all yearning for 
that elusive Stanley Cup ring. 

In particular, the Canes want to find a way to improve their 
execution come playoff time. Their offense disappeared last 
spring in the postseason, which drove home the offseason 
game plan for the organization. 

“Playoff hockey is tougher than the regular season, and if 
you’re going to go on a long run, you’re going to have to 
have players that contribute from all areas,” Waddell said. 
“But the thing about it is, even last year when we had one of 
the better road records in the league, in the playoffs we 
couldn’t win on the road. 

“We think some of that has been dealt with because some of 
the veterans we brought in, we think, are guys that come 
playoff time will step up for us and be supportive of what 
we’re trying to do.” 

It’s go time. 

“I feel comfortable that we have a great blend of talent, work 
ethic and character that gives us a chance to compete with 
the best teams in the league,” owner Tom Dundon told The 
Athletic. 

Trading for Burns 

Trade winds started blowing in Montreal at the draft in early 
July. Was San Jose open to moving Brent Burns? By the 
time Free Agent Frenzy week rolled around, the winds were 
in full force. 

According to sources, it came down to Dallas or Carolina for 
Burns. The Canes were chasing him after being unable to 
extend Tony DeAngelo and trading him to Philadelphia — 
but in reality, Burns in many ways is really replacing Dougie 

Hamilton, who walked out the door for a big contract in New 
Jersey two years ago. 

Burns’ no-trade clause helped him limit the destination list. 
That the veteran blueliner would sign off on Carolina speaks 
to how players around the league now view the Canes 
program. 

“He could only be traded to three teams (as part of his no-
trade clause), and initially we weren’t one of those three 
teams,” Waddell said. “I can remember talking to (Sharks 
GM) Mike Grier about it, and 15 minutes later, he called back 
saying that Burns would approve a trade to us. 

“So that put the wheels in motion for us to make the deal.” 

The Canes traded for him on July 13, which was a 
Wednesday, and by the weekend Burns was in Raleigh 
buying a house. The commitment was immediate. 

“He’s excited to come to the rink every day, and he’s our 
second-fittest athlete in camp with all our testing (behind only 
Andrei Svechnikov), so put his age to the side, because he’s 
not preparing as a 37-year-old; he’s preparing as a guy that’s 
going to play for a number of years. 

“He’s been nothing but a breath of fresh air, not only for 
management and coaches but the rest of the players, too.” 

And what’s not to like about that top pairing featuring Burns 
and Jaccob Slavin? 

The Pacioretty injury 

The Canes literally got Pacioretty for free from cap-strapped 
Vegas, also on July 13, but unfortunately, the veteran winger 
got injured during offseason training and underwent surgery 
on Aug. 10 for a torn Achilles. 

The way Waddell views it, Pacioretty will be like a trade 
deadline acquisition when he returns in February or March. 

“Getting a guy like that when he comes back — he’ll be 
refreshed and healthy — he’ll be a guy we can put into our 
lineup and you don’t have to go out and have to pay a first-
round pick and all that stuff,” Waddell said. “It’ll be huge for 
our hockey team for sure.” 

We should see a motivated Pacioretty, too. It couldn’t have 
felt great being a cap casualty in Vegas. And he’s a pending 
unrestricted free agent. Lots to play for there. 

Quality add in Stastny 

Stastny was looking for a very specific opportunity in free 
agency. Looking back, his quote from early in the summer 
screamed Carolina. 
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“I’m getting older in my career, so I don’t really have that 
much time left,” he told me on June 6. “So really, for us, it’s 
that I just want to win. It’s finding a good opportunity where 
you know you can help the team and you’re a good fit. 
Obviously, it’s always hard thinking like that because there’s 
so many good teams, you just never know what happens 
throughout the year. 

“But who is coaching the team and the style they play, I’ve 
been around long enough and understand the game now as 
far as what different coaches bring and which ones bring the 
best out of you. And which ones can help the team as well.” 

Stastny patiently waded through his options before signing a 
one-year, $1.5 million deal with the Canes on Aug. 23 — a 
contract that also has a $500,000 bonus if the team wins the 
Stanley Cup. That should tell you where Stastny’s motivation 
sits. 

“We worked on Paul for a long time,” Waddell said. “He did 
his homework. Obviously, it wasn’t a money thing. There 
were probably many, many teams who could pay him $1.5 
million, that’s for sure. 

“He wanted to make sure that we were a good fit. We talked 
to him several times, the coaches did, and he got 
comfortable that we were the right spot.” 

“You can just see how he carries himself,” Waddell added. 
“He’s a total pro, he can play pretty (much) anywhere in your 
lineup, (and) he’s still got all the smarts that he had when he 
broke into the league.” 

A new role for Kotkaniemi 

This was more or less always the plan, that Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi would replace UFA departure Vincent Trocheck 
in the No. 2 center role. 

So after playing a lot of fourth-line minutes last season 
following his offer-sheet acquisition from Montreal, the 22-
year-old Finn is expected to take a big step this season, 
underlined by the current plan to open the season with him 
between Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas. 

It’s right there for the taking for Kotkaniemi. 

“As a young player, he just has to continue to get better,” 
Waddell said. “We signed him for a long-term deal (eight 
years with a $4.82 million AAV) because we believed that he 
will continue to grow. You can’t forget that he’s still a young 
player. We’re putting more opportunity on his plate, and we 
feel comfortable — like many young players he’s going to 
have his ups and downs throughout the year — but we feel 
not only short-term but long-term that he’s certainly going to 
fill into that spot and be able to handle himself and play 
against good players and add some offense.” 

Jarvis and the young core 

Speaking of that Kotkaniemi offer sheet, whenever I see 
Seth Jarvis play, I’m reminded that he’s a player I’ve long 
believed former Habs GM Marc Bergevin asked about when 
Montreal and Carolina briefly talked trade before the Canes 
went the offer-sheet route in August 2021. 

Waddell had offered the Habs a chance to complete a trade 
instead. I heard at the time that Bergevin tried on Jarvis, 

which, looking back, would have been quite the acquisition. 
But Carolina said no way. 

“His name certainly came up, I can honestly say that, but it 
was a ‘no’ from our end,” Waddell confirmed last week of 
those conversations with Montreal. “We weren’t going to do 
that. We drafted him 13th overall (in 2020), and we felt 
fortunate to get him.” 

The Canes view Jarvis as an important part of their group of 
younger players, which should help Carolina stay in the mix 
long-term. 

Interest in Tkachuk 

To be clear, Waddell never mentioned Matthew Tkachuk to 
me by name. I brought him up. But the Canes GM also didn’t 
deny what has already been reported, that the Canes were in 
hot pursuit of a big name via the trade route this summer, 
cough cough Matthew Tkachuk, before he got dealt from 
Calgary to Florida. 

My understanding, in fact, is that the Canes were runners-up. 
And it made sense for them to be in it. Tkachuk is 24. He 
would have fit right into Carolina’s group of younger guys. 

“There’s a lot of good players that were on the market this 
summer, and as a general manager of this team, we always 
look to see where we can get better,” Waddell said. “So 
you’ve got to stay in those conversations. Whether you land 
the player or not, you want to stay in those talks in case 
something works out. I look at it, you can always be better 
but be careful what you’re giving up to get better. 

“Sometimes not doing anything works out pretty well,” he 
added. “But sometimes you can’t be afraid to pull the trigger 
when the deal is right to make your team better.” 

‘Disappointed for’ Andersen 

The Canes lured Freddie Andersen to Carolina a year ago in 
free agency, and he responded with a terrific regular season, 
finishing fourth in Vezina Trophy voting. But then a late-
season injury deprived Carolina of his services in the 
playoffs. 

It goes without saying how frustrating that was for everyone 
involved. 

“I was more disappointed for him because I saw the work 
that he put in all year,” Waddell said. “And then a freak injury 
sidelined him. This was an important summer for him, and I 
think he put in a great summer. He’s in really good shape. 
There’s no reason to believe that he can’t be the guy he was 
last year.” 

Waddell’s new contract 

Waddell also confirmed what I reported last month, that 
without any fanfare he signed a new contract as president 
and GM of the team after his old deal expired this summer. 

Not that he was ever worried about it. 

“Tom and I have a great working relationship,” Waddell said. 
“I understand him and he understands me. There’s a lot of 
trust in this relationship. There was never any doubt in my 
mind that we weren’t going to continue to move forward for 
two reasons. 
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“One, again, there’s a trust there. But also the opportunity to 
build a team like this, you want to see it through, too. So for 

me, it was just a matter of Tom and I working it out. There 
was never any doubt we would get something done.” 

 
 

 

Hurricanes sign Stepan to one-year contract  
Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes announced 
Tuesday that the team has signed forward Derek Stepan to a 
one-year, $750,000 contract. 

“Having Derek in Carolina last season, we know what he 
brings to the table and what he adds to our team,” said team 
general manager Don Waddell. “He gives us additional 
forward depth and provides us with yet another veteran 
presence in the locker room.” 

Stepan, 32, entered training camp on a professional tryout 
(PTO) contract and tallied four points (3g, 1a) in three games 
during the preseason, tying for the team lead in goals. 

The 6’1”, 199-pound forward initially signed with Carolina as 
a free agent on July 31, 2021, and recorded 19 points (9g, 
10a) in 58 games with Carolina in 2021-22, finishing fourth 
on the team in goals per 60 minutes of ice time (0.96). 

Stepan has registered 504 points (177g, 327a) in 817 career 
NHL games with NY Rangers, Arizona, Ottawa and Carolina. 

The Hastings, Minn., native has also represented the United 
States at the 2010 IIHF World Junior Championship, 2011 
IIHF World Championship, 2014 Olympics and 2016 World 
Cup of Hockey, captaining the team to a gold medal at the 
World Juniors. Stepan was drafted by the Rangers in the 
second round, 51st overall, of the 2008 NHL Draft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article267138001.html 

https://theathletic.com/3665033/2022/10/12/hurricanes-offseason-brent-burns-trade/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-sign-stepan-to-one-year-contract/20517600/ 
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Canes can wait to find out how good they really are, but Martin Necas 
has to start now 

 

Robert Willett 

 

Raleigh 

If Martin Necas can demonstrate the same resolve on the ice that he’s 
taken in his mental approach to the most important season of his career, 
he’s going to be fine. 

There’s no hiding from the way Necas played last season, nor is he 
trying. There’s not much at stake: Just his future with the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the trajectory of the rest of his career. 

“Especially after last season, I tried to think before every practice, before 
every game, that I want to be better,” Necas said. “I know I can be better. 
I want to prove on the ice to everyone. Obviously, I’ve got to take the 
next step for this team and that’s what I’m trying to do.” 

The present and future of the 12th pick in the 2017 draft is one of the 
very few questions the Hurricanes have that will be answered in the next 
82 games, not the 28 (or so) after that. That makes it, even on the 
opening night of this new season Wednesday against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, perhaps the most pressing question they face — almost by 
default. 

Playing on the right side with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Andrei Svechnikov, 
Necas will be given every opportunity to demonstrate he’s the player he’s 
shown himself to be in flashes, bringing his game-changing speed and 
ability to slice through a defense on a regular basis, not in fits and starts. 

And even if the ship has sailed on his future at center, he’s still a right 
shot who can take faceoffs, a commodity in short supply on the roster, 
which means the Hurricanes have even higher stakes riding on his 
success. His promising preseason was just that, promising. For the 23-
year-old, it’s now or never. 

“It’s always been there,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “That 
pace has been there since we’ve got him. It’s preseason, and he’s got to 
continue that when it counts for real, but it’s certainly better than not 
seeing it. He’s certainly been impactful in every game he’s played.” 

In a moment when the Hurricanes are expected, barring unforeseen 
disaster, to safely make the playoffs, their season really begins then, 
months from now. That becomes the hard part for a team that believes 
it’s a contender, mustering the enthusiasm to grind through a regular 
season when you are most often the superior team (against teams like … 
Columbus). 

There will be external influences on that, for sure — the return of the 
fabled State Fair road trip after Wednesday’s opener will demand a little 
extra determination to avoid getting off to a slow start, and the outdoor 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium will induce a welcome burst of 

enthusiasm at the depth of the doldrums of the season — but the 
Hurricanes clearly have sufficient talent and depth to assure their 
eventual participation in the postseason, six long months away. 

The real questions will come then: On Frederik Andersen in net, if Max 
Pacioretty is the answer to their scoring issues against better teams and 
goaltenders — and whether he’ll be fully fit by then — whether 
Kotkaniemi is ready to handle playoff matchups centering a scoring line 
when there’s nowhere to hide and if Brent Burns is the key to unlocking a 
power play that has stalled in the playoffs in the past (it would be 
shocking if he isn’t). 

Those are legitimate uncertainties, the variables upon which the ultimate 
success of this season hinges, and there’s no way to speed any of that 
up. Only time, and the crucible of playoff competition, will tell. Necas is 
different. He can’t wait that long. 

His speed and skill are unquestioned, but he cost himself untold millions 
with a milquetoast regular season a year ago that bled seamlessly into 
an entirely anonymous postseason. 

That led to a two-year bridge deal at $3 million per season, chump 
change for a player of his talent. He has only to look one draft pick later, 
where Nick Suzuki is making $7.875 million on an eight-year deal. Suzuki 
has clearly turned out to be the better player, the legit center Necas was 
drafted to be, but Necas shouldn’t be so far behind — and wouldn’t be, if 
he’d cashed in with a big year last season. The Hurricanes listened for 
interest in Necas over the summer but weren’t explicitly shopping him, 
and it would have taken a significant offer to pry him loose because they 
still believe in his talent. 

“One hundred percent,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
“If there wasn’t (belief) we could have qualified him at $950,000 and if he 
doesn’t take it let him sit there. But he’s more valuable than that.” 

You could say now he has two years to prove himself, but if Necas 
doesn’t take a major step forward he’ll be proving himself somewhere 
else next fall — and the Hurricanes need him to do it immediately. 

They need him to be the player they believe he can be, that he has 
shown he can be at times, and start down a path of performance that 
could even lead him back to center — he said after last season that’s 
where he wants to be, but wasn’t given that opportunity in training camp 
— but at worst gives the Hurricanes a top-six scoring winger with 
uncommon unpredictability. 

If that happens, that $3 million next season will be a stone-cold bargain, 
and the Hurricanes will be moving salaries to make room for Necas 
instead of the other way around. As of this date, heading into this 
season, everything’s on the table. They know it. Necas knows it. 
Everyone knows it. 

“It’s always confidence,” Necas said. “When I have confidence, not just 
confidence, but when I’m playing good, I’ve got to play every shift the 
same way. You see me on the puck every time, every shift. That’s when I 
play the best. I know I can do it. I’ve just got to get on that level where I 
can do it consistently every game.” 

In many ways, the Necas situation epitomizes this specific stage of the 
franchise’s progress. The Hurricanes have advanced past the second 
round of the playoffs once in the past four years. What was good enough 
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once isn’t good enough anymore. Those who can will continue to push 
things along. Those who can’t will be left behind. 

There aren’t many aspects of the Hurricanes that are as uncertain, if any. 
The Hurricanes are waiting for the spring. Necas can’t wait. From Game 
1 to Game 82, he has no time to wait. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 10.12.2022 
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LeBrun: How the Hurricanes pulled off the Brent Burns trade and another 
splashy offseason 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

10-13 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

The Hurricanes have established member privileges in the NHL’s club of 
elite teams. 

Back-to-back seasons with a No. 3 standing in the regular season saw to 
that. 

But it’s time to push through that VIP door. It’s time for that next level — 
a deep playoff run. 

“Yes, no doubt,” veteran Hurricanes president and general manager Don 
Waddell said in an interview with The Athletic last week. “We feel like we 
have a lot of really good pieces in place, especially our young players 
who have all played at least two years — some three to four years — in 
the playoffs. And adding some veteran presence and leadership to our 
group, that was going to be very helpful in us trying to take that next 
step.” 

Enter Brent Burns, Max Pacioretty and Paul Stastny — three veterans 
with extensive playoff experience, all yearning for that elusive Stanley 
Cup ring. 

In particular, the Canes want to find a way to improve their execution 
come playoff time. Their offense disappeared last spring in the 
postseason, which drove home the offseason game plan for the 
organization. 

“Playoff hockey is tougher than the regular season, and if you’re going to 
go on a long run, you’re going to have to have players that contribute 
from all areas,” Waddell said. “But the thing about it is, even last year 
when we had one of the better road records in the league, in the playoffs 
we couldn’t win on the road. 

“We think some of that has been dealt with because some of the 
veterans we brought in, we think, are guys that come playoff time will 
step up for us and be supportive of what we’re trying to do.” 

It’s go time. 

“I feel comfortable that we have a great blend of talent, work ethic and 
character that gives us a chance to compete with the best teams in the 
league,” owner Tom Dundon told The Athletic. 

Trading for Burns 

Trade winds started blowing in Montreal at the draft in early July. Was 
San Jose open to moving Brent Burns? By the time Free Agent Frenzy 
week rolled around, the winds were in full force. 

According to sources, it came down to Dallas or Carolina for Burns. The 
Canes were chasing him after being unable to extend Tony DeAngelo 
and trading him to Philadelphia — but in reality, Burns in many ways is 
really replacing Dougie Hamilton, who walked out the door for a big 
contract in New Jersey two years ago. 

Burns’ no-trade clause helped him limit the destination list. That the 
veteran blueliner would sign off on Carolina speaks to how players 
around the league now view the Canes program. 

“He could only be traded to three teams (as part of his no-trade clause), 
and initially we weren’t one of those three teams,” Waddell said. “I can 
remember talking to (Sharks GM) Mike Grier about it, and 15 minutes 
later, he called back saying that Burns would approve a trade to us. 

“So that put the wheels in motion for us to make the deal.” 

The Canes traded for him on July 13, which was a Wednesday, and by 
the weekend Burns was in Raleigh buying a house. The commitment was 
immediate. 

“He’s excited to come to the rink every day, and he’s our second-fittest 
athlete in camp with all our testing (behind only Andrei Svechnikov), so 
put his age to the side, because he’s not preparing as a 37-year-old; he’s 
preparing as a guy that’s going to play for a number of years. 

“He’s been nothing but a breath of fresh air, not only for management 
and coaches but the rest of the players, too.” 

And what’s not to like about that top pairing featuring Burns and Jaccob 
Slavin? 

The Pacioretty injury 

The Canes literally got Pacioretty for free from cap-strapped Vegas, also 
on July 13, but unfortunately, the veteran winger got injured during 
offseason training and underwent surgery on Aug. 10 for a torn Achilles. 

The way Waddell views it, Pacioretty will be like a trade deadline 
acquisition when he returns in February or March. 

“Getting a guy like that when he comes back — he’ll be refreshed and 
healthy — he’ll be a guy we can put into our lineup and you don’t have to 
go out and have to pay a first-round pick and all that stuff,” Waddell said. 
“It’ll be huge for our hockey team for sure.” 

We should see a motivated Pacioretty, too. It couldn’t have felt great 
being a cap casualty in Vegas. And he’s a pending unrestricted free 
agent. Lots to play for there. 

Quality add in Stastny 

Stastny was looking for a very specific opportunity in free agency. 
Looking back, his quote from early in the summer screamed Carolina. 

“I’m getting older in my career, so I don’t really have that much time left,” 
he told me on June 6. “So really, for us, it’s that I just want to win. It’s 
finding a good opportunity where you know you can help the team and 
you’re a good fit. Obviously, it’s always hard thinking like that because 
there’s so many good teams, you just never know what happens 
throughout the year. 

“But who is coaching the team and the style they play, I’ve been around 
long enough and understand the game now as far as what different 
coaches bring and which ones bring the best out of you. And which ones 
can help the team as well.” 

Stastny patiently waded through his options before signing a one-year, 
$1.5 million deal with the Canes on Aug. 23 — a contract that also has a 
$500,000 bonus if the team wins the Stanley Cup. That should tell you 
where Stastny’s motivation sits. 

“We worked on Paul for a long time,” Waddell said. “He did his 
homework. Obviously, it wasn’t a money thing. There were probably 
many, many teams who could pay him $1.5 million, that’s for sure. 

“He wanted to make sure that we were a good fit. We talked to him 
several times, the coaches did, and he got comfortable that we were the 
right spot.” 

“You can just see how he carries himself,” Waddell added. “He’s a total 
pro, he can play pretty (much) anywhere in your lineup, (and) he’s still 
got all the smarts that he had when he broke into the league.” 

A new role for Kotkaniemi 

This was more or less always the plan, that Jesperi Kotkaniemi would 
replace UFA departure Vincent Trocheck in the No. 2 center role. 

So after playing a lot of fourth-line minutes last season following his offer-
sheet acquisition from Montreal, the 22-year-old Finn is expected to take 
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a big step this season, underlined by the current plan to open the season 
with him between Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas. 

It’s right there for the taking for Kotkaniemi. 

“As a young player, he just has to continue to get better,” Waddell said. 
“We signed him for a long-term deal (eight years with a $4.82 million 
AAV) because we believed that he will continue to grow. You can’t forget 
that he’s still a young player. We’re putting more opportunity on his plate, 
and we feel comfortable — like many young players he’s going to have 
his ups and downs throughout the year — but we feel not only short-term 
but long-term that he’s certainly going to fill into that spot and be able to 
handle himself and play against good players and add some offense.” 

Jarvis and the young core 

Speaking of that Kotkaniemi offer sheet, whenever I see Seth Jarvis play, 
I’m reminded that he’s a player I’ve long believed former Habs GM Marc 
Bergevin asked about when Montreal and Carolina briefly talked trade 
before the Canes went the offer-sheet route in August 2021. 

Waddell had offered the Habs a chance to complete a trade instead. I 
heard at the time that Bergevin tried on Jarvis, which, looking back, 
would have been quite the acquisition. But Carolina said no way. 

“His name certainly came up, I can honestly say that, but it was a ‘no’ 
from our end,” Waddell confirmed last week of those conversations with 
Montreal. “We weren’t going to do that. We drafted him 13th overall (in 
2020), and we felt fortunate to get him.” 

The Canes view Jarvis as an important part of their group of younger 
players, which should help Carolina stay in the mix long-term. 

Interest in Tkachuk 

To be clear, Waddell never mentioned Matthew Tkachuk to me by name. 
I brought him up. But the Canes GM also didn’t deny what has already 
been reported, that the Canes were in hot pursuit of a big name via the 
trade route this summer, cough cough Matthew Tkachuk, before he got 
dealt from Calgary to Florida. 

My understanding, in fact, is that the Canes were runners-up. And it 
made sense for them to be in it. Tkachuk is 24. He would have fit right 
into Carolina’s group of younger guys. 

“There’s a lot of good players that were on the market this summer, and 
as a general manager of this team, we always look to see where we can 
get better,” Waddell said. “So you’ve got to stay in those conversations. 
Whether you land the player or not, you want to stay in those talks in 
case something works out. I look at it, you can always be better but be 
careful what you’re giving up to get better. 

“Sometimes not doing anything works out pretty well,” he added. “But 
sometimes you can’t be afraid to pull the trigger when the deal is right to 
make your team better.” 

How the Devils tried on both Gaudreau and Tkachuk, inside Jim Nill's 
extension, Don Waddell quietly signs a new contract plus more offseason 
nuggets in my weekend Rumblings: 

‘Disappointed for’ Andersen 

The Canes lured Freddie Andersen to Carolina a year ago in free 
agency, and he responded with a terrific regular season, finishing fourth 
in Vezina Trophy voting. But then a late-season injury deprived Carolina 
of his services in the playoffs. 

It goes without saying how frustrating that was for everyone involved. 

“I was more disappointed for him because I saw the work that he put in 
all year,” Waddell said. “And then a freak injury sidelined him. This was 
an important summer for him, and I think he put in a great summer. He’s 
in really good shape. There’s no reason to believe that he can’t be the 
guy he was last year.” 

Waddell’s new contract 

Waddell also confirmed what I reported last month, that without any 
fanfare he signed a new contract as president and GM of the team after 
his old deal expired this summer. 

Not that he was ever worried about it. 

“Tom and I have a great working relationship,” Waddell said. “I 
understand him and he understands me. There’s a lot of trust in this 
relationship. There was never any doubt in my mind that we weren’t 
going to continue to move forward for two reasons. 

“One, again, there’s a trust there. But also the opportunity to build a team 
like this, you want to see it through, too. So for me, it was just a matter of 
Tom and I working it out. There was never any doubt we would get 
something done.” 

Editor’s note: Interviews for this story were conducted before allegations 
of sexual assault were made Friday against Ian Cole, who played for 
Carolina last season. On Tuesday, Waddell declined to comment on the 
allegations. 
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Five keys for the Columbus Blue Jackets to compete for a playoff spot in 
2022-23 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

They're being written off again.  

It’s the fourth straight year since Artemi Panarin and Sergei Bobrovsky 
left as free agents that NHL analysts’ prognostications have handed the 
Blue Jackets a forecast of gloom and doom.   

Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik Laine have revived postseason hopes in 
Columbus, but they can’t do it alone. It’s going to take another 
overachieving season for the Jackets to erase a 19-point gap between 
their 81 points last season and the Eastern Conference’s final playoff 
spot, but it’s not impossible.  

A lot has to go right, but Columbus could make a legitimate playoff bid. 
Here are five keys for the Blue Jackets to make it happen: 

Any team with Gaudreau, Laine, Jakub Voracek, Zach Werenski, Jack 
Roslovic and Boone Jenner is going to score enough goals.  

The issue is preventing them.  

The Blue Jackets counteracted a franchise record 262 goals last season 
by allowing a franchise record 300 for a minus-38 goal differential. None 
of the East’s eight playoff qualifiers finished in the red for goal differential 
and the lowest number among them was +30 by the Washington 
Capitals, who earned the second wild card.  

That’s a ton of ground to make up, which is why Blue Jackets coach Brad 
Larsen has emphasized the importance of goal differential in training 
camp and is making system changes to improve defensive play. If it 
leads to the Blue Jackets finishing in the green, there’s a good chance 
they’ll stay in the playoff chase. 

Merzlikins has shown elite talent, but lapses in focus have led to 
inconsistency. Injuries also bogged him down in 2020-21. The Blue 
Jackets need a new Merzlikins in the first installment of his five-year 
contract worth $27 million ($5.4 million annually).  

Merzlikins’ focus waned last year following the death of close friend and 
former Blue Jackets goalie Matiss Kivlenieks, but handling the heaviest 
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workload of his career helped the Latvian netminder move forward. He 
enters this season with the goal of staying sharp more often and giving 
the Jackets a stability in net they haven’t had since Bobrovsky.  

If he’s up to the challenge, the Jackets’ odds of making a playoff push 
increase significantly. 

Gaudreau played all 82 games in his final season with the Calgary 
Flames and rarely sat out with injuries in a nine-year tenure there. He’s 
not the biggest guy, but his skating helps him avoid most big hits.  

That needs to continue if the Blue Jackets want to earn a playoff 
appearance. That’s how vital Gaudreau is for this team. The same 
applies to Laine, who has battled injuries the past few years.  

An oblique strain combined with his father’s unexpected death kept him 
out for almost six weeks (19 games) last year, and the Blue Jackets 
nosedived. Laine started and finished with a point-a-game pace last 
season, helping the Jackets start with a 6-3-0 record and then pacing 
them to a 14-7-2 record with 19-14-33 in a 23-game stretch after 
returning (Jan. 27 to Mar. 19).  

Gaudreau was on his way to a career-high 115 points for the Flames at 
the time, but now they’re linemates in Columbus who need to avoid 
injuries.  

The Blue Jackets were one of the NHL’s youngest teams in 2021-22, 
which explains some of their wild swings. 

They started out 12-6-0, fell into a 6-15-1 skid, ripped off 10 wins in a 14-
game stretch and then finished 10-14-6 in the final 30 games.   

“The biggest thing throughout a season is you’ve got to be consistent,” 
said forward Gustav Nyquist, who has played in seven NHL postseasons 
with the Detroit Red Wings, San Jose Sharks and Blue Jackets (2020). 
“We can’t have dips for too long. We can’t lose too many games in a row, 
and you’ve just got to find a way to play at a high level consistently.” 

Growth of 'X-factor' players can boost Columbus Blue Jackets 

Thanks to their youth, there are a number of Blue Jackets who could 
become X-factors. 

Yegor Chinakhov is a prime example after leading the NHL with six 
preseason goals. Chinakhov finished last season with seven goals, 
seven assists and 14 points in 62 games as a rookie, which was 
disappointing for him after winning the Kontinental Hockey League’s top 
rookie honor in 2020-21.   

Should Chinakhov give the Blue Jackets 20-plus goals and they get 
another 20-plus from Cole Sillinger, a 19-year old center who scored 16 
goals as a rookie, that would add a major boost in scoring depth. And 
that’s not mentioning Justin Danforth’s 10 goals in 45 games as a first-
year forward or defenseman Adam Boqvist’s 11 goals, 11 assists and 22 
points in 52 games.  

Rookies Kent Johnson, Liam Foudy, Nick Blankenburg and Kirill 
Marchenko could also become X-factor, types, even with Marchenko 
playing for the Cleveland Monsters to start out. 
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Ex-Sharks GM, who stepped down to focus on health, will attend 
ceremony in his honor 

 

Curtis Pashelka6-7 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

SAN JOSE – Former Sharks general manager Doug Wilson, who has 
remained out of the public eye since he took medical leave from the 
organization 11 months ago, will attend the special ceremony the team is 
holding for him on Saturday prior to its game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, a spokesperson confirmed. 

Wilson announced in April he was stepping down as the Sharks’ GM 
after 19 years to focus on his health and has since maintained a low 
profile as he recovered from an unspecified illness. 

Wilson, though, noted in April that he was “looking forward to continuing 
my career in the NHL in the future.” 

In Nov. 2021, Wilson first took what was thought to be a temporary 
medical leave from the Sharks, with assistant general manager Joe Will 
taking over day-to-day duties. Wilson had been bothered by a persistent 
cough prior to his leave. 

By all accounts, Wilson is feeling better now than when he first stepped 
away from the team last year. 

“I hope he’s doing better and I hope he’s doing well,” Sharks winger 
Kevin Labanc said of Wilson, “because he’s still on all of our minds.” 

The Sharks in July announced they would hold a special recognition 
ceremony for Wilson, who was the team’s first captain from 1991 to 1993 
and its general manager from May 2003 to earlier this year. 

“Doug has an amazing legacy of leadership with the Sharks,” said Will, 
who worked side-by-side with Wilson for over 11 years, in a text 
message to this news organization. “He built a perennial contender by 
making bold moves to add generational players and always kept 
standards and expectations high. 

“I’m extremely proud to have worked with him, and I’m very pleased he is 
being honored with this ceremony.” 

The Sharks will also raise a permanent banner to the arena’s rafters that 
will detail Wilson’s accomplishments with the organization as a player 
and executive. The banner, per the spokesperson, will be similar to the 
one the Sharks raised in honor of the late George Gund III, the team’s 
original owner, in Oct. 2015. Gund died in Jan. 2013. 

Wilson played in the NHL for 16 seasons – 14 with the Blackhawks and 
his final two with the Sharks when he was named the team’s captain and 
selected as its first all-star. In his NHL career, he had 827 points in 1,024 
games and won the Norris Trophy after the 1981-82 season as the 
league’s best defenseman. 

Wilson, 65, was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2020, 24 years 
after he became eligible, and was officially inducted in Toronto last 
November, shortly before he began his medical leave. 

Wilson, though, is just as synonymous with the Sharks as he was with 
the Blackhawks. 

During his nearly two-decade reign as the Sharks’ top hockey executive, 
only Pittsburgh (768) and Boston (762) won more regular season games 
than San Jose (760). 

The Sharks qualified for the Stanley Cup Playoffs 14 times under Wilson, 
playing in 30 playoff rounds from 2004 to 2019. San Jose advanced to 
the Western Conference Final five times in that period, making it to the 
Cup final in 2016. That year, the Sharks lost to Sidney Crosby and the 
Penguins in six games. 

Wilson drafted or acquired a majority of the Sharks’ current players, 
including captain Logan Couture, and alternate captains Tomas Hertl, 
Erik Karlsson, Mario Ferraro, and Nick Bonino. 

Sharks forward Timo Meier first met Wilson prior to the 2015 NHL Draft. 
The Sharks had the ninth overall pick that year, their highest since 2007, 
and took Meier, who was coming off a 90-point season with the Halifax 
Mooseheads. 
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“When I first met him, it was in a room full of scouts and everybody was 
in there, so it’s kind of intimidating,” Meier said. “I enjoyed playing for him 
and having him as a GM. He drafted me and believed in me. He cared 
obviously about the hockey player but also the person.” 

The Sharks, for the first time in franchise history, have gone three 
straight seasons without making the playoffs and in July, hired Mike Grier 
as Wilson’s full-time replacement. 

Grier, the team’s fifth general manager and the NHL’s first black GM, 
played with the Sharks from 2006 to 2009. Interestingly enough, the 
team’s official announcement about Grier’s hire came on July 5, Wilson’s 
65th birthday. 

Fans attending Saturday’s game will receive a commemorative replica 
mini banner. 

INJURY UPDATES: Alexander Barabanov was a full participant in the 
Sharks’ optional practice Tuesday and is progressing from an upper-body 
injury but coach David Quinn said he would be surprised if the Russian-
born winger was cleared to play this weekend. 

Before Tuesday, Barabanov had not practiced with the Sharks since he 
was injured more than  three weeks ago. Barabanov did not travel to 
Europe but did skate in San Jose while the team was away, and did drills 
by himself Monday when the Sharks officially placed him on injured 
reserve. 

The Sharks are scheduled to have full practices with contact Wednesday 
and Thursday before they play the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday in their 
home opener. Barabanov will be evaluated after those skates if he’s able 
to take part but Quinn cautioned against bringing him back too soon. 

“That’s going be a tall ask, being out as long as he has. But again, we’ll 
see,” Quinn said. “We certainly don’t want to put him in a position where 
he gets reinjured and he’s out for an extended period. I’d be stunned if he 
plays because of the timing of it all and the earliness of the season.” 

Prior to his injury, Barabanov, who was fifth on the Sharks’ last season 
with 39 points in 70 games, was penciled in to be on the team’s top line 
with Tomas Hertl and Meier. Luke Kunin has filled in that role and had a 
goal and an assist in the Sharks’ first two games against the Nashville 
Predators last week. 

Quinn said defenseman Markus Nutivaara (lower body) did not skate 
while the team was in Europe but improving and is “close” to getting back 
on the ice. 
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What do San Jose Sharks’ top prospects need to do to return to NHL? 

 

Curtis Pashelka5-6 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

SAN JOSE – William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau returned to the Bay 
Area from Europe over the weekend, eager to continue their first full 
seasons in the San Jose Sharks organization. 

Their itinerary for this week is a little different than they originally hoped, 
though. 

Instead of getting ready for the Sharks’ home opener Friday against 
Brent Burns and the Carolina Hurricanes, they’re boarding a flight to Des 
Moines for a two-game set against the Iowa Wild this Friday and 
Saturday. 

“I’ve never been,” the Swedish-born Eklund said of the Hawkeye state 
with a wry smile. 

Eklund and Bordeleau, considered the Sharks’ top two prospects, made 
the trip overseas with the NHL team at the beginning of the month and 
spent some quality time with all involved. 

But in a sign of what was to come, both players and defenseman Nick 
Cicek had to watch the Sharks’ exhibition game last Tuesday in Berlin 
and the two regular season games Friday and Saturday in Prague. 

Sunday, Eklund and Bordeleau were reassigned to the Barracuda, the 
Sharks’ AHL affiliate. On Monday, they were with the team at Tech CU 
Arena. 

“It wasn’t a punishment or anything,” Bordeleau, 20, said. “Obviously we 
have a lot of older players on the (Sharks). It’s a deep team. So I just 
want to get some ice time, play, and just do my thing and try to get better 
as much as I can. 

“The time will come. I’m not nervous about that.” 

Had this been last season’s training camp, there’s a good chance 
Bordeleau and Eklund, drafted in 2020 and 2021, respectively, would be 
getting ready for the Hurricanes. They’d likely make a positive 
contribution, as well. 

But part of general manager Mike Grier’s overall vision for the 
organization is to avoid rushing young players to the NHL, instead letting 
them develop, so when they do get called up, they have a better chance 
of staying there for a long time. 

So after Bordeleau and Eklund, who turns 20 on Wednesday, got a taste 
of the NHL last season, there are a few things that need to happen for 
them to make their way back up to the big club. 

“I think they have to be dominant at our level,” Barracuda coach John 
McCarthy said. 

McCarthy pointed to two of the Sharks’ best players over the two 
decades, Joe Pavelski and Logan Couture, who averaged over a point 
per game in the AHL in less than one full season before they were each 
recalled to the NHL and never sent back. 

“Not to gauge anyone’s game by points, but typically if you’re doing that, 
you’re dominating every game,” said McCarthy, who added that the 
organization, right now, sees Eklund as a winger. 

“So contributing on the scoresheet every night but having that base of 
their game where they’re taking care of pucks, working back above 
pucks, playing solid defensively, taking care of their own end while 
adding that offensive flair that they’re known for is how they’re going to 
get to the NHL.” 

Sharks coach David Quinn has talked about how most young players 
need to learn how to work away from the puck because if they’re not 
putting up points, how else can they help the team win games? 

“You’ve got to be good off the puck, too, not just with the puck,” Eklund 
said. “Every small detail in the game is going to matter if you want to 
make it in the NHL.” 

For now, Bordeleau and Eklund will get ample playing team with a 
Barracuda team that appears to be much improved over last season’s 
unit that finished with a dreadful 20-42-4-2 record and had the worst 
points percentage in the AHL (.338). 

Of the 26 players that were on the Barracuda roster as of Monday, 15 
had NHL experience. That includes forwards Scott Reedy and Jasper 
Weatherby, and defensemen Ryan Merkley, Artemi Kniazev, and Santeri 
Hatakka. 

“We were talking about how it’s such a fun crew here with a lot of young 
guys and a lot of buddies that we’ve made in camps,” Bordeleau said 
about Eklund. “It’s fun to get all the young bucks back together, just 
having a good time, on and off the ice. Just doing our thing.” 
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After the trip to Iowa this week, the Barracuda start a five-game 
homestand next week, with their first regular season games at Tech CU 
Arena on Oct. 22 and 23 against the Henderson Silver Knights. 

As much as they’d like to be at SAP Center, Eklund and Bordeleau will 
continue their pro careers at the new 4,100-seat arena right next to the 
Sharks’ practice facility. For now, they understand that’s just part of the 
journey. 

“I just want to keep going, keep doing what I’m doing,” Eklund said. 
“Playing a lot of minutes. Just try to get better every day.” 
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Bordeleau Ready to Dominate AHL 

 

Sheng Peng3-4 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

Thomas Bordeleau wants to dominate the AHL. 

That’s what the San Jose Sharks organization is looking for from 
Bordeleau and fellow top prospect William Eklund, before they call either 
up for good. 

“I think they have to be dominant at our level,” San Jose Barracuda head 
coach John McCarthy told the Mercury News. 

The always-confident Bordeleau doesn’t hesitate at those expectations: 
“My goal has always been to be able to perform and dominate in the 
NHL. And it starts here. Being able to do it here will translate into starting 
the process in the NHL.” 

So while the 2020 second-round pick was disappointed to get sent down, 
he’s looking on the bright side: “I want to play, they want me to play. Just 
getting some good icetime, getting a couple of games with the Cuda 
could just be good for me. Just keep doing my thing, just working on my 
all-around game, things will come.” 

The Barracuda kick off their season against the Iowa Wild this Friday in 
Des Moines, which of course, is a far cry from where the San Jose 
Sharks started things against the Nashville Predators. 

The Sharks just got back from Prague, and while Bordeleau didn’t play, 
he got to spend some quality time with his father Sebastien Bordeleau, 
who’s a development coach for the Predators, and an old friend. 

“It’s such a beautiful city. Walked around, grabbed some food here and 
there. Saw some old friends, saw Roman a bit,” Bordeleau said. 

Roman? As in the Nashville’s 2020 Norris Trophy winner Roman Josi? 

The elder Bordeleau played with a teenage Josi on SC Bern from 2006 to 
2009. 

“I just remember when I was young, my dad was like ‘That kid’s going to 
be good’ and I was like ‘Oh really? I don’t know, maybe.’ My dad was 
right,” the younger Bordeleau laughed. “It’s awesome seeing him 
dominate like that. I just never thought that the guy in my living room and 
playing mini sticks would be a Norris winner.” 

Bordeleau says that’s the first time that he’s seen Josi since his dad 
played for Bern. 

And hopefully, Bordeleau and Josi will see each other again this season, 
this time in the NHL. The San Jose Sharks and Nashville meet once 
more this year on Feb. 23. 

Living on His Own 

There’s one good thing about having a dad who played in the NHL. 

Sebastien Bordeleau played for the Montreal Canadians, Nashville 
Predators, Minnesota Wild, and Phoenix Coyotes from 1995 to 2002. 

That’s someone you can look to who’s made some money, and hopefully 
has learned what to do with it. 

So the Bordeleaus are buying an apartment in San Jose, where Thomas 
can live in season. In the big picture, it’s a sound investment. 

“I didn’t really know what else to do with my signing bonus. I didn’t buy 
something expensive like a car or whatever, so I was like sure, that’s 
where my money will go.” 

You can never go wrong with buying real estate! 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Jason Mals Introduces Us to Wichita Thunder 

 

JD Young1-2 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

The San Jose Sharks submitted their cap-compliant roster for Friday 
night’s home opener against the Carolina Hurricanes, we look at the 
roster and the corresponding moves to set the San Jose Barracuda 
roster and the transactions to the Sharks’ ECHL affiliate, the Wichita 
Thunder. Then Jason Mals, the voice of the Wichita Thunder, joins to 
help us with a “crash course on the Thunder” where we learn about the 
Thunder’s history (10:00), some of the players, how San Jose Sharks 
prospects will help (14:00), and the Thunder’s traditions (23:00). 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Mariners’ vaunted bullpen, and psyche, damaged by Astros in Game 1 
ALDS comeback 

 

Larry Stone By Larry Stone   

 

HOUSTON — Baseball is a game designed to break your heart, as the 
former commissioner and scholar Bart Giamatti once so poignantly 
wrote. 

Just three days earlier, in another series, another country, and what now 
seems another lifetime, the Mariners were on the desired side of the 
delirious joy that comes with pulling a preposterous win out of the ashes. 

But Tuesday, in a game that was theirs for the taking, a would-be and 
should-be win over the Astros that would have set them up beautifully for 
the rest of the American League Division Series, they absorbed the 
biggest gut punch in franchise history. 

ALDS GAME 1 ASTROS 8, MARINERS 7 
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Robbie Ray walks off while the Astros celebrate their walkoff win over the 
Mariners in Game 1 of the AL Division Series. 

And in the process, they now have roiling questions about the one area 
of the team that they believed they could rely on most confidently: the 
bullpen. 

Oh, there will be second-guessing from here to eternity on Scott Servais’ 
decision to bring in Robbie Ray, who had struggled in his start Saturday 
in Toronto and been battered repeatedly this season by Houston batters. 
Called upon by Servais to get the 27th and final out to preserve a two-run 
Seattle lead — his first relief appearance since the 2020 playoffs and just 
the seventh of his nine-year MLB career, none in a save situation — Ray 
instead gave up a shocking, demoralizing and soul-crushing three-run 
homer to Yordan Alvarez for an 8-7 defeat. 

Reliever Paul Sewald, whom Ray replaced, said: “I felt very confident 
Robbie was going to get him out, and I’m just as shocked as anybody 
that he didn’t. But it shouldn’t have gotten to Robbie. That’s how I feel. 
That’s the frustrating part.” 

There were a multitude of frustrating parts for Seattle, but the bullpen’s 
inability to put away the Astros after building a 7-3 lead through seven 
innings will haunt them. As much as all the players talked afterward of 
“flushing the game” and moving on, the drawn faces and shocked looks 
in the clubhouse afterward gave a more accurate indication of how hard 
that will be. 

Servais spoke afterward of being proud of how much they did right in this 
game. Indeed, they had a relentless offensive attack from the outset 
against Justin Verlander, the presumptive Cy Young Award winner, 
knocking him out after four innings. And they got a gutty starting effort 
from Logan Gilbert, who gave up three runs in 5 1/3 innings. They were 
on the verge of stealing a vital opening win in the best-of-five series, a 
matchup that had hugely favored Houston with Verlander on the mound. 

When Matt Brash worked out of a jam in the sixth and Diego Castillo got 
through the seventh unscathed, the Mariners were set up just the way 
they wanted, with Andres Munoz, as overpowering as any pitcher in 
baseball for weeks, to work the eighth, and Paul Sewald, the Mariners’ 
other most vaunted high-leverage relief arm, for the ninth. 

That was the blueprint; in reality, that formula has gone sour at just the 
wrong time. Munoz, whose slider has become a nearly unhittable 
weapon, gave up a two-run homer to Alex Bregman in the eighth to cut 
the Mariners’ lead to two. And Sewald, who had a few 
uncharacteristically rocky outings in September, and then was lit up for 
four runs in two-thirds of an inning by the Blue Jays on Saturday, couldn’t 
get the final three outs. 

Sewald came excruciatingly close, getting to two strikes on rookie 
Jeremy Pena with two outs, but Pena drilled a single. Earlier, Sewald had 
gone 3-2 on another rookie, David Hensley, only to hit him with a pitch. 
Losing those two batters was a large part of Sewald’s lament, especially 
after he struck out the dangerous Jose Altuve for the second out. 

“It’s frustrating,’’ said Sewald, who was clearly shaken and speaking 
softly in the silent clubhouse. “We did such a great job to get a lead, and 
our bullpen has been so good all year. For us not to finish is really 
frustrating. Yeah, it’s frustrating. We had the lead and coughed it up.” 

ADVERTISING 

Servais had numerous options after Pena’s hit. He could have left in 
Sewald to try to get out the left-handed hitting Alvarez, one of the most 
fearsome power bats in the league (37 homers, .613 slugging 
percentage). He could have called for another lefty arm with more relief 
experience than Ray, Matt Boyd. He could have brought in Erik 
Swanson, a reliable arm most of the season until struggling down the 
stretch. He could have walked Alvarez and instead attacked Bregman, 
though that would have put the tying run in scoring position. He could 
have brought in George Kirby, who closed out Sunday’s win but is likely 
slated to start Saturday in Seattle. 

Instead, he went with Ray, which Servais said had been the plan he 
began formulating in about the seventh. 

“That was something going into the series — where we were at, looking 
at our rotation, where we were going to head, and talking with Robbie 

about using him out of the bullpen as a bullet, so to speak, for that type of 
scenario,” Servais said. “Bringing in a lefty against Alvarez, although 
Alvarez is one of the better hitters in the league. 

“But we talked about it coming into the series. We talked about it 
pregame today. I looked at it in the seventh inning and said, ‘Hey, this 
could happen.’ So that was the plan going in. End of the day, you have a 
plan, we still got to execute it.” 

It was a decision that will be scrutinized and second-guessed to a degree 
not seen in Seattle since Seahawks coach Pete Carroll’s call for a 1-
yard-line pass in the Super Bowl. The stakes weren’t quite as high, but to 
the Mariners they were massive. If they had won the opener, beating 
Verlander with their ace, Luis Castillo, up Thursday, it would have just 
added to their burgeoning confidence and put more than a few seeds of 
doubt into Houston. 

Instead, the Astros now have little reason to believe that their long-
standing dominance over the Mariners has waned. And the Mariners are 
left reeling, wondering what it will take to get past the Astros. They were 
set up exactly the way they wanted and still couldn’t get it done. 

Astros manager Dusty Baker called it one of the most thrilling, 
exhilarating and satisfying victories of his long career. The Mariners, on 
the other hand, will be left pondering what could have been while the 
second-guessers have a field day. 

Yes, hearts were broken Tuesday on a day they could have soared in 
Seattle. And now the Mariners will have to repair their bullpen, fix their 
psyche and hope the next swing of emotion goes their way. Alvarez 
might have blasted those hopes into oblivion. 
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Beniers-Wright era set to begin with Kraken’s season opener at Anaheim 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

Before opening night, it’s relative Kraken newcomer Matty Beniers’ 
solemn duty to pass along locker-room wisdom to true newcomer Shane 
Wright. 

“[Ryan] Donato told it to me my first [NHL] game, I think I said the same 
thing to him — ‘You’ll never feel better ever again in your life, in a hockey 
game, ever,’ ” Beniers said. “You have endless legs. You can skate as 
fast as you can all the time. 

“It’ll be exciting for him and for all of us to see him out there. Hopefully he 
pots [scores] one for us.” 

The Beniers-Wright era begins Wednesday night, with both teenagers. 
Training camp is over. The enemy is no longer sore hips or summer 
cobwebs — it’s the Anaheim Ducks. 

“They have great work ethic. They’re great kids,” forward Yanni Gourde 
said of Beniers and Wright. “They love to learn, they love to be out there 
and try new stuff. 

“That’s the key at this level. If you want to stick around, you have to be 
willing to work really hard and put the effort in every single day. That’s 
what they’re doing.” 

ADVERTISING 

Wednesday marks Beniers’ 11th NHL regular-season game and first 
season opener, but he said feels like it’s any other game. He added 11 or 
12 pounds in the offseason, which is helping him in the corners. He 
scored in all four preseason outings. He wants to keep producing and 
stay healthy. 

“I would like to make it to the playoffs,” he said. 
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The Kraken kick things off with a back-to-back set in California. They 
face the Los Angeles Kings on Thursday before returning for Saturday 
night’s home opener against Vegas at Climate Pledge Arena. 

The Ducks were the Kraken’s closest neighbor at the bottom of the 
Pacific Division standings last season, but Anaheim still finished 16 
points ahead of the first-year franchise. They’re both considered 
postseason long shots, counting on young stars to make serious 
headway or at least work toward a brighter future. 

Trevor Zegras, Jamie Drysdale and Mason McTavish are in the next 
wave of talent for the Ducks, after Ryan Getzlaf — Anaheim’s all-time 
leader in points and games played — retired following 17 seasons and 
12 as captain. 

The Kraken were still working on themselves, but coach Dave Hakstol 
said they’ll break down the Ducks before the first of four meetings. 

ADVERTISING 

“The reality is that you get a good workday in, you get to get on a flight 
and get ready for a real game,” Hakstol said. “That’s what we’ve all 
worked toward.” 

Forward Joonas Donskoi (upper body) will begin the season on injured 
reserve, in addition to goaltender Chris Driedger, who is recovering from 
surgery on a torn ACL. Jaden Schwartz (lower body) was a full practice 
participant Tuesday at Kraken Community Iceplex and could play 
Wednesday. Daniel Sprong is dealing with immigration paperwork and 
could join the team in California. 

The top two line groups remained mostly untouched from Monday to 
Tuesday, but with Schwartz back Gourde shifted from winger to center. 

Hakstol has options in Gourde, usually listed as a center but with what 
the coach called “energy and playmaking ability” on the wing. 

“We’re going to have some different options from night to night. That’s 
one look that we may go with,” Hakstol said. “You haven’t seen it over 
the last couple days of practice, but we wanted to get that in today.” 

When the anthem finishes, the music quiets and the puck hits the dot at 
center ice Wednesday, it all counts. 

“It doesn’t matter whether you’re in Year 1 or Year 20, you still get those 
jitters,” alternate captain Jordan Eberle said. “That’s why you play. 

“More than anything, I’m just excited about the group we have here and 
what we can do.” 
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Why the Kraken will play this season without a captain 

 

Geoff Baker By Geoff Baker  

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Kraken winger Jordan Eberle remembers well the 
last time a team of his went through a season without naming a captain. 

Eberle was with the Edmonton Oilers and an alternate captain just as 
now with a Kraken franchise opening its sophomore season here 
Wednesday night against the Anaheim Ducks. Andrew Ference had 
been Edmonton’s captain in 2013-14 and 2014-15 before giving that up 
in 2015 training camp when his career was clearly nearing its conclusion. 

The Oilers, as the Kraken will now do with Eberle, Yanni Gourde, Adam 
Larsson and Jaden Schwartz, chose to enter that season without a 
captain and went instead with four alternates. Another similarity with the 
Kraken is that the Oilers that spring had used their No. 1 overall draft pick 
on a centerman from the Erie Otters of the OHL that everybody sensed 
would be special.  

In fact, there was a push by Oilers fans to name that draft selection, 18-
year-old Connor McDavid, the team’s captain before playing an NHL 

game. Wisely, the Oilers held off a year before McDavid, who notched 16 
goals and 32 assists in 45 games his rookie campaign, was named 
captain at age 19. 

“Yeah, Davey was special,” Eberle said. “He was kind of mature beyond 
his years. He was 19 years old, but I always say he carried himself like 
he was a tenured vet. I’m sure he was raised that way. From a young 
age, I’m sure he was told he was going to be ‘The Next One’. And 
obviously, he hasn’t disappointed.” 

Now, nobody is equating the highest draft pick in Kraken history, Matty 
Beniers, with a generational talent such as McDavid, even if Eberle’s 
rookie teammate is also a centerman viewed as mature beyond his 
years. Let’s just say Beniers has indeed grown in stature within and 
beyond the Kraken organization since being drafted No. 2 overall in July 
2021.  

It helped that he returned to the University of Michigan for his age 18 
season, leading the Wolverines into the national semifinal game. He also 
played for Team USA at the Winter Olympics in Beijing before signing a 
three-year, entry-level deal with the Kraken in April and playing the final 
10 games of the NHL season — scoring three goals and adding six 
assists. 

By that point, Beniers started to be viewed beyond a “very good” and 
relatively “safe” future NHL player from a ho-hum draft class. Suddenly, 
his perceived ceiling had risen, and the word “elite” was tossed around 
more frequently. 

It didn’t hurt that Beniers waltzed into training camp last month without 
missing a beat, leading the Kraken with four preseason goals. Never 
mind that he could easily have scored six or seven. 

While the Kraken carefully monitored this summer’s No. 4 overall pick, 
Shane Wright, in camp to ensure he felt comfortable and not 
overburdened, there wasn’t quite the same helicoptering with Beniers. Of 
course, the Kraken also tried not to unduly pressure Beniers as well, but 
his body language inside the locker room and out on the ice had an air of 
been there, done that.  

The air of somebody that might not look out of place wearing the 
captain’s “C” a year from now. Not that the Kraken will admit that’s why 
they’re one of only six NHL teams entering the season without a captain. 

Instead, they’ll say the team members are still getting to know each other 
and haven’t had time for a definitive leader to emerge.  

“We’ll go with our assistant captains and our leadership group in this 
dressing room,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said this week, indicating 
that will stand all season. “It’s a real good strong leadership group and a 
real good group of guys that we trust, but more importantly are trusted 
inside of this dressing room.” 

As I’ve mentioned previously, among Eberle, Gourde and Larsson, the 
Kraken have guys that are captain’s material. But the way Beniers looked 
this preseason, you hear increasing talk about the Kraken’s future being 
up the middle with him and Wright. And how this envisioned future isn’t 
seasons away but will begin — at least the Beniers half of it — 
Wednesday night.  

Beniers tops many preseason rankings as a Calder Trophy favorite given 
the league’s top rookie. The guy drafted before him at No. 1 overall, 
Buffalo Sabres defenseman Owen Power, is also up there, but voters 
almost always pick high-scoring forwards in close races. 

Ducks forward Mason McTavish, drafted No. 3 overall behind Beniers 
and who had two goals and an assist in a nine-game NHL trial stint last 
season, could therefore be the stiffest Calder competition. And 
Wednesday will offer a head-to-head early look at how the favored 
rookies will handle the pressure of increased expectations. 

McDavid sure handled it well, placing third in Calder voting while a year 
younger than Beniers. 

“You saw what he brought on the ice,” Eberle said of McDavid. “And you 
saw how he was, more importantly, off the ice. I think that was what 
revolved around him being named captain.” 

The Ducks, coincidentally, are another of the NHL’s half-dozen captain-
less teams — a trend slowly gaining traction in a tradition-driven league.  
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Eberle can’t say for certain whether modern captains are being named by 
teams for perceived tangible value or more out of respect for tradition. 

The Kraken haven’t had a captain since Mark Giordano was traded in 
March. Meanwhile, the Calgary Flames team Giordano was selected 
from in the July 2021 expansion draft hasn’t named a new captain since 
and just enjoyed their best regular season in 33 years.  

“That’s a good question, and I’m probably the wrong guy to ask,” Eberle 
said of actual value to naming a single captain. “I’ve always been a guy 
to put my head down and work and try to lead by the way you present 
yourself at the rink.” 

As any good captain will.  

Eberle agrees the Kraken have “a lot of guys” who could handle the 
designation but remain “a young organization” clearly waiting on what 
comes next. 

It’s impossible to tell just yet whether what’s next with the “C” is Beniers. 
But his career is off to a good start. And the Kraken seem willing to wait 
on the captaincy to see just how good it gets. 
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Seattle Times staff makes predictions for 2022-23 NHL season 

 

By Seattle Times sports staff 

 

Geoff Baker 

Pacific Division winner: Edmonton Oilers 

Western Conference winner: Colorado Avalanche 

Eastern Conference winner: Carolina Hurricanes 

Stanley Cup winner: Carolina Hurricanes 

Kate Shefte 

Pacific Division winner: Edmonton Oilers 

Western Conference winner: Colorado Avalanche 

Eastern Conference winner: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Stanley Cup winner: Colorado Avalanche 

RELATED KRAKEN 2022-23 SEASON PREVIEW 

(Jennifer Luxton / The Seattle Times) 

Larry Stone 

Pacific Division winner: Vegas Golden Knights 

Western Conference winner: Colorado Avalanche 

Eastern Conference winner: Florida Panthers 

Stanley Cup winner: Florida Panthers 

Matt Calkins 

Pacific Division winner: Calgary Flames 

Western Conference winner: Minnesota Wild 

Eastern Conference winner: New York Rangers 

Stanley Cup winner: New York Rangers 

Seattle Times sports staff 
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Here’s how the Kraken’s Pacific Division foes spent their summer 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

Here is a look at the Kraken’s Pacific Division foes based on last 
season’s finish: 

Calgary Flames 

Last season: 50-21-11 (first), lost in second round of playoffs. 

After five playoff appearances in the past eight seasons, the Flames got 
a sudden and surprising face-lift. 

Out are stars Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, who left in free 
agency and asked for a trade, respectively. In are stars Jonathan 
Huberdeau — acquired from the Florida Panthers in said trade — and 
prized free agent Nazem Kadri. The Flames also added promising 
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar to the mix. How it all compares and 
comes together remains to be seen. 

RELATED KRAKEN 2022-23 SEASON PREVIEW 

(Jennifer Luxton / The Seattle Times) 

Huberdeau was a prolific points producer in Florida with questions on 
defense. He tied for second in the league in points last season with the 
player he replaced in Calgary, Gaudreau. Kadri is coming off a career 
year (28 goals, 87 points) with the Colorado Avalanche. A well-rounded 
roster and quick offseason recovery kept the Flames in the conversation 
in the Pacific and in the West. 

Jacob Markstrom, a Vezina Trophy finalist last season, is back in goal. 
He led the NHL with nine shutouts and was third in goals-against 
average (2.22). He tied for third in save percentage (.922). 

ADVERTISING 

Edmonton Oilers 

Last season: 49-27-6 (second), lost in Western Conference finals. 

Calgary finished first in the division with 111 points, but Edmonton had 
the best playoff showing before the wheels came off in a sweep at the 
hands of the Avalanche. All this happened after a February coaching 
swap when Jay Woodcroft was summoned from the AHL to take over for 
Dave Tippett during a midseason swoon. 

The combination of Connor McDavid, 25, and Leon Draisaitl, 26 — the 
NHL points leader and No. 4 on the list, respectively — remains the envy 
of the league. Darnell Nurse is a steady blue-line presence. The Oilers 
look like a solid bet for a repeat performance or better if Woodcroft can 
continue what he started. 

Jack Campbell was a significant offseason pickup. The former Maple 
Leafs goaltender signed a five-year, $25 million contract. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Last season: 43-31-8 (third), lost in first round of playoffs. 

The consensus seems to be Los Angeles is on the rise after several 
middling seasons. The Kings had a losing record in the shortened 2020-
21 campaign but made a significant jump to 99 points, good for sixth in 
the West. 

The Kings’ aging core continues to produce. Drew Doughty returns after 
wrist surgery ended his season early. The career King, 32, totaled seven 
goals and 31 points in just 39 games last season. Anze Kopitar, 35, was 
the team’s leading scorer last season. At 36, goaltender Jonathan Quick 
is still the presumptive starter with a worthy backup in Cal Petersen. 
Quick started 46 games last season with a .910 save percentage. 

ADVERTISING 

As far as new additions, winger Kevin Fiala agreed to a seven-year, 
$55.125 million contract one day after he was traded to Los Angeles by 
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the Minnesota Wild. Fiala also made a significant jump to 33 goals and 
85 points in 82 games, all career highs. Phillip Danault’s 27 goals were a 
pleasant surprise in his first season in L.A. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Last season: 43-31-8 (fourth), missed playoffs. 

The Golden Knights added Jack Eichel but missed the postseason for 
the first time in their short history. They brought in Phil Kessel, who can 
chip in some offense, and a proven coach in Bruce Cassidy, formerly of 
the Boston Bruins. 

Vegas will push forward without starting goaltender Robin Lehner and 
forward Nolan Patrick. Both have been ruled out for the season. Logan 
Thompson, Laurent Brossoit and Adin Hill will have chances to step in 
and be Vegas’ new guy in net. 

In happier news for the Golden Knights, captain Mark Stone is set to 
return. A back injury limited him to 37 games in 2021-22 and required 
surgery. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Last season: 40-30-12 (fifth), missed playoffs. 

Bruce Boudreau will start the season behind the bench for the Canucks 
after he was hired midseason. That’s one of the biggest changes for 
Vancouver, which didn’t mess with the formula during the offseason. 

Forward Elias Pettersson and defenseman Quinn Hughes are seeking 
breakout seasons. Thatcher Demko (2.72 goals-against average, .915 
save percentage, one shutout) is coming off his first season as a starter. 
Andrei Kuzmenko, coming over from the Kontinental Hockey League, 
had a strong preseason showing against the Kraken. 

ADVERTISING 

San Jose Sharks 

Last season: 32-37-13 (sixth), missed playoffs. 

The Sharks, not so long ago a picture of playoff consistency, haven’t 
made the postseason since 2019. They had failed to qualify twice in the 
previous 21 seasons. 

They’ll move forward under a new coach, David Quinn, and a new 
general manager in Mike Grier. They’ll be without defenseman Brent 
Burns, who was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes after 11 seasons in 
San Jose. Burns ate a lot of minutes in San Jose and was one of three 
NHL players last season to average more than 26 minutes of ice time. 

The Sharks extended longtime center Tomas Hertl for eight years just 
before March’s trade deadline. They still have Logan Couture as their 
captain, Erik Karlsson on defense — he missed significant time last 
season due to a muscle tear — and James Reimer in net. Timo Meier led 
San Jose last season with 76 points. 

Most Read Sports Stories 

Mariners-Astros GameCenter: Live updates, highlights, how to watch, 
stream Game 1 of ALDS 

Seahawks could move Sunday’s kickoff to avoid potential conflict with 
Mariners 

Mariners drop Game 1 of ALDS on crushing walkoff home run by the 
Astros 

Start times announced for Mariners-Astros ALDS games in Seattle 

Mariners’ vaunted bullpen, and psyche, damaged by Astros in Game 1 
ALDS comeback 

To end the short playoff drought, they’ll need more scoring after finishing 
30th in the league in goals per game (2.57). 

Anaheim Ducks 

Last season: 31-37-14 (seventh), missed playoffs. 

It was the end of an era in Anaheim, as Ryan Getzlaf retired after the 
2021-22 season. The Ducks’ young stars have moved in and up. 

Trevor Zegras and his trick shots were the talk of the league. He was 
second on the Ducks with 61 points (23 goals, 38 assists). Troy Terry is 
coming off a 37-goal and 67-point performance. 

Anaheim moved on and reloaded, adding Ryan Strome, Frank Vatrano 
and John Klingberg during the offseason. Mason McTavish, the No. 3 
overall pick in 2021, will be given the chance to carve out a role this 
season. 
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Kraken hope new-look power play will be ‘dangerous’ in Year 2 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

The Kraken brought in reinforcements this summer to jolt their power 
play, which was fourth-worst in the NHL last season at 14.6%. 

“A key area for us that we need to continue to improve,” coach Dave 
Hakstol said. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, acquired via trade, had nine goals and 10 assists on 
the power play last season for the Columbus Blue Jackets. A regular on 
the Colorado Avalanche’s second unit, free-agent signing Andre 
Burakovsky had four goals and seven assists with the man advantage. 
Justin Schultz, a defenseman, scored twice and had five total points. 

RELATED KRAKEN 2022-23 SEASON PREVIEW 

(Jennifer Luxton / The Seattle Times) 

On the third day of training camp, a group debuted consisting of Matty 
Beniers, Burakovsky, Bjorkstrand, Alex Wennberg and Schultz. They’ve 
reassembled throughout and served as the top unit Oct. 1 in a preseason 
game against the Vancouver Canucks. 

“It’s getting there. We’re talking every day, trying to figure out solutions 
that are going to make it dangerous,” Burakovsky said. 

“We have something that we’re working on, and it’s going to be good.” 

ADVERTISING 

They’ve moved the puck well, but Burakovsky reminded that execution 
will be the real test, and the thing the group is lacking at the moment. He 
suggested the players — none of whom has played together much aside 
from Bjorkstrand and Wennberg, several years ago and for another team 
— were reading off each other too much instead of trusting the process. 

“We’ve never played [on the] power play before. It’s going to come,” 
Burakovsky said. “We have all the tools that we need. I just think that we 
need to maybe not think so much. See what’s available, and react after 
that.” 

He already feels the chemistry, on the power play and otherwise, with 
Beniers. The 19-year-old center surrounded by rookie of the year 
rumblings is “really good at holding onto the puck” and delivering it. 

Burakovsky is good at finding him. He centered off the boards for Beniers 
on a scoring play at home against Vancouver. He then tapped the puck 
backward to Beniers on a power play in Calgary for the teenager’s third 
goal in three preseason games. 

“We have some chemistry, and we’ll just try and build on that,” 
Burakovsky said. 

Jared McCann, who led the Kraken last season in man-advantage goals 
(eight) and points (17), and offensively inclined defenseman Vince Dunn 
will factor in and have played on the second unit with Shane Wright, 
Yanni Gourde, Daniel Sprong and others. Gourde and Wright are crafty 
and quick, and the Kraken secured the right to Sprong’s heavy shot, 
signing him to a one-year, two-way contract off a professional tryout. 

ADVERTISING 
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The groups have fluctuated based on who is in the preseason lineups. 
Through a 4-1 preseason start, the Kraken scored twice on 20 power-
play attempts. 

“None of our units have spent a lot of time together,” Hakstol said. “You 
look at some of the best power-play units in the league, they’ve been 
together for four to five-plus years, not four or five exhibition games. 

“We’ve got work to do. We’ve got to build that chemistry and build that 
trust.” 
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Justin Schultz should help Kraken defense, but depth might be an issue 

 

Geoff Baker By Geoff Baker  

 

Sprucing up the defensive corps wasn’t exactly topping the Kraken’s 
summer priority list. 

The team’s inaugural blue line provided general manager Ron Francis 
and company a rare respite from criticism of their July 2021 expansion 
draft choices. It also netted some of the Kraken’s better trade returns 
when defensemen Mark Giordano and Jeremy Lauzon were dealt at the 
March 2022 deadline for future second-round draft picks.  

But beyond steady statistics notched in traditional and more advanced 
analytical categories, it was murmured that the unit could be quicker at 
moving the puck out of their zone and into the opposition end to help 
beleaguered goaltenders and goal scorers, particularly on the power 
play. Enter Justin Schultz, 32, a veteran, right-handed shot defender 
signed as a free agent in July for two years and $6 million. 

RELATED KRAKEN 2022-23 SEASON PREVIEW 

(Jennifer Luxton / The Seattle Times) 

“He’s got such a calmness with the puck,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol 
said during training camp. “The game just slows down when he has it. 
There’s nothing chaotic happening when he has the puck. He’s really 
intelligent in finding open ice, in finding the outlet and generating offense 
from that first touch on the back end.” 

The power-play addition was obvious, as the Kraken needed a right-
handed shot to “quarterback” the unit from the left point. Giordano and 
Vince Dunn, who handled power play duties last season, both shoot left-
handed. 

“It’s a great opportunity for sure,” Schultz said.  

But the Schultz addition also changes the look of the defense. He seems 
a natural second pairing with left-handed shooter Jamie Oleksiak, whose 
defending might have been the team’s strongest last season even if it 
wasn’t always the quickest.  

ADVERTISING 

Assuming natural puck-mover Dunn goes on the first pairing with right-
handed shot Adam Larsson and Will Borgen on the third pairing with left-
hander Carson Soucy, the Kraken could roll out three left-right 
combinations where no defender plays his off-handed side. That makes it 
easier to control pucks off the side boards and move play out of the 
defensive zone more efficiently. 

The speed at which this happens is also key. 

Dunn is a quicker, offensive-minded defender, Larsson a slower defense-
first type particularly adept at controlling opponent zone entries last 
season and the only Kraken player to appear in all 82 games. Same with 
the speedier Schultz vs. the steady, more deliberate Oleksiak. Borgen 
didn’t play much last season but could be a solid puck mover on his 
pairing.  

Dunn, 25, is finishing a two-year bridge deal and will be a restricted free 
agent after this season. The Kraken have high expectations for him on 
the top pairing, and he’s embraced a bigger role after Giordano’s 
departure — arriving in camp leaner in hopes of being quicker. 

“I have a lot more to give this year,” Dunn said. “I want to take ownership 
of that and make sure that at that spot that’s given to me, I want to take 
full advantage of that and make the most of my opportunity.” 

The Kraken also bolstered defensive depth with the late summer signing 
of veteran Michal Kempny, 32, a left-handed shot who can move the 
puck but has been slowed by injury in recent seasons. Kempny is viewed 
as insurance beyond the initial three pairings but was injured midway 
through the preseason.  

Kempny already being hurt won’t quell concerns that a defensive corps 
lacking elite star power could get real thin in a hurry if any top guys go 
down. Or that, with the summer bolstering of the Kraken’s forward lines, 
a defensive unit that stood as last season’s biggest team strength 
suddenly looms as a potential deficiency unless Dunn and others take 
significant steps forward. 

ADVERTISING 

Beyond Kempny, there’s Ryker Evans, 20, the team’s second-round pick 
last year, who is to make his professional debut. While that was expected 
to be in the AHL, he had a strong training camp and could make the NHL 
sooner rather than later.  

And Cale Fleury, 23, the team’s expansion draft selection from Montreal 
— whose brother, Haydn, was let go in the offseason — remains in the 
mix for a seventh defensive spot after playing nine Kraken games last 
season.  

Again, this wasn’t viewed as a unit that needed a complete overhaul. 

“There are not that many differences compared to last year,” Oleksiak 
said. “Obviously, some new faces. I think it’s a process. We’re making 
the most of the chances we have on the ice, and I think it’s coming 
together nicely so far.” 

Oleksiak, 29, was signed to a five-year, $23 million deal just before the 
expansion draft as the Kraken’s pick from Dallas. Just as Larsson, 29, 
was inked to a four-year, $16 million pact before the Kraken taking him 
from the Edmonton Oilers. 

And though some bemoan Larsson’s remaining contract term and 
amount, he and Oleksiak have delivered the solid, if unspectacular, 
defending the Kraken expected.  

Much of the team’s transition game tended to stall in the neutral zone, 
which can be laid on the forward lines more than the defenders. Just as 
more of the team’s goals against can be blamed on underperforming 
goalies rather than defensemen that limited high-danger chances but 
sometimes gave pucks away at inopportune moments or inadvertently 
screened incoming shots. 

Still, the theory goes, if the summer defensive tweaks help the Kraken 
keep the puck longer on offense and limit their goalies’ exposure to 
shots, everybody benefits. 
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The Athletic / NHL99: Kris Letang’s ‘risky’ play shouldn’t define his under-
appreciated career 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Oct 12, 2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
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figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Sidney Crosby’s choice of words is like his patented backhand: deft and 
precise. He doesn’t need to say much to illustrate just how vital Kris 
Letang was to Pittsburgh’s 2016 Stanley Cup victory.  

“He was unbelievable. The whole playoffs. Both sides of the puck. He 
was just all over the ice and when he’s playing his best, that’s how he is.”  

The Penguins do not win that Cup without Letang.  

Not with the way he played in those playoffs, scoring 15 points in 23 
games while being on for 60 percent of the actual and expected goals. 
Not with how many minutes he ate, averaging nearly 29 per game, one of 
the highest in the salary cap era. 

It’s one reason why he lands here, at No. 99, on our list of the 100 best 
NHL players of the post-1967 expansion era. That postseason was his 
moment — a monstrous performance and legacy-defining run that 
cemented him as one of the best defensemen of his generation. 

At least it should’ve been.  

The Stanley Cup is often won with the help of an elite showing from a 
transcendent defender, where his mere presence elevates everyone 
around him. Pittsburgh’s 2016 title was Letang taking his turn as that guy. 
He was as good as Duncan Keith was the year prior. He was as good as 
Victor Hedman four years later. But rarely is he placed in the same 
pantheon as those players. 

The Penguins aren’t the Penguins without Letang. Throughout his career, 
he’s routinely among the best defensemen in the game even to this day 
at 35. Year-in, year-out he’s been a consistent presence — whether 
that’s his ability to put up points or to drive play.  

“’Tanger being back there, he brings a lot of different elements,” Crosby 
said, before putting together a laundry list of what makes Letang such a 
special player. 

“He’s able to skate, he can move the puck, make a quick first pass if 
that’s what he needs to. In the offensive zone, he can help with creating 
offense, getting shots through, holding on to pucks and making plays. 
Defensively, just being strong, getting a quick stick, breaking up a play 
and being able to go the other way, that’s a strength of his, too. He brings 
a lot in a lot of different areas, but whether you’re on the defensive side 
and you need to get out of your zone quick, or offensively there’s a play 
to be made, he can do that.” 

Letang can do it all and do it all well. When it comes to what makes his 
game special, Crosby doesn’t hold back. 

“Defensively, he’s always playing against other team’s top lines. 
Offensively, he’s put up really good numbers and been really consistent 
and he logs a ton of minutes, important minutes. 

“It’s not easy to do either — especially as a defenseman — to be up in 
the play, be as involved as he is and then have to go back and defend as 
hard as he does. He’s not looking to slow things down. He’s not someone 
that usually plays the game at a pace to just get by, he plays at a really 
high pace and pushes the pace out there.” 

The 2016 Cup-clinching goal, scored by Letang, is a microcosm of that 
— specifically his mastery in the offensive zone. A daring spin-o-rama at 
the blue line, a tour around the left boards with his head up all the way, 
and a nifty feed from behind the net into traffic all precede Letang finding 
open space amid the chaos to tuck it in. And who else but Crosby to 
make the pass.  

It’s the biggest goal of Letang’s career and it came at the height of his 
power. Letang was an absolute force that playoffs, night-in, night-out — 
every shift. His total value when all was said and done was 1.3 wins, the 
sixth-best mark in the analytics era by a defender; sandwiched between 
Hedman’s Conn Smythe-winning run (1.31 wins) and Keith’s Conn 

Smythe-winning run (1.26 wins). And, respectfully, ahead of Crosby’s 
0.75 wins in 2016. 

It doesn’t feel as if he’s been fully appreciated for the player he was and 
still is. 

Part of that might just be playing in Crosby’s shadow, with many likely 
attributing his production to playing with the best player in the world. It’s a 
fair point and it certainly helps, but it’s a relationship that works both 
ways. In 8,500 minutes without Letang, Crosby still puts up fantastic 
numbers, earning 57.7 percent of the goals and 54.5 percent of the 
expected goals — but having Letang on the ice offers a boost. In 5,700 
minutes together, those numbers climb to 60.5 percent and 56.8 percent, 
respectively. Whenever Crosby shared the ice with Letang, he scored at 
a 113-point pace. Without him, that dropped to a 95-point pace. 

Their chemistry is undeniable. The duo is dominant together and that’s a 
major key to success. 

Keith had Jonathan Toews. Drew Doughty had Anze Kopitar. Zdeno 
Chara had Patrice Bergeron. Hedman had Steven Stamkos. Those 
teams won because of that marriage between top center and top 
defender. Just ask Erik Karlsson, who didn’t have quite that level of 
support during his peak, or Connor McDavid, who has lacked a Letang-
type for his entire career. 

In terms of total career value, Letang is in the conversation with those 
other five big guys from his era. But rarely is he actually discussed within 
the same breath.  

Not having a Norris Trophy probably plays a role because it weakens 
Letang’s resume. The other part that likely holds Letang’s legacy back is 
health.  

As much as they’re sometimes lamented, awards races build legacies 
and Letang hasn’t been afforded the same opportunity to be in those 
conversations due to injury trouble and health issues throughout his 
career. In his prime, Letang missed a lot of hockey. From age 24 to 29, 
he missed at least 10 games every season and an average of 26 games 
per year. That hindered his chances of being named the league’s top 
defender in those seasons. 

In 2011-12, he finished ninth in Norris Trophy voting despite missing 31 
games. He was sixth in wins, but first in wins-per-82 games. The 
following year he was first in both, but finished third likely due to playing 
only 35 of 48 games. That he managed to be that valuable despite the 
time missed is impressive and in hindsight should’ve been his year to win 
the Norris. (While we’re at it, it should’ve been Crosby’s Hart Trophy that 
year, too). In 2014-15, he should’ve been closer to the conversation than 
eighth and in 2016-17 he was again one of the league’s very best, but 
missed half the season. 

For a single season, it makes sense why he’s not being considered as 
highly for the Norris Trophy as his peers. Staying healthy is part of the 
package when it comes to winning awards. But look at the full picture of 
Letang’s career and his value really starts to add up — his place next to 
the greats of his generation becomes hard to deny. That dominant run in 
2016 puts a stamp on it. 

The other issue for Letang compared to his peers is that his reputation 
within his own fan base wasn’t nearly as sparkling. Letang, like a lot of 
elite puck-movers, was prone to The Big Mistake, the one that ended up 
in the back of the net, drawing the ire of many fans. There were those 
who saw the complete picture, a dominant force all over the ice. But 
there were just as many who couldn’t look past the gaffes enough to 
place him on the pedestal he arguably deserved. 

For defenders, reputations are also hard to shake. While Letang’s risky 
play was indeed a problem early on in his career, his dedication to 
becoming a more responsible two-way force drove him to be a better 
player every year. A more complete defenseman. Crosby, who famously 
came into every season with a new trick he honed in on every summer, 
likely served as an inspiration for that — and it’s telling he saw something 
similar in Letang. 
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“He just got better and better. He’s taken his game really serious, year 
after year, and always tried to improve in some area. I think it’s just been 
a constant evolution of his game,” Crosby said. “You could see that right 
from early on. He just continued to get better and he’s maintained that 
same mindset.” 

Of course, there’s still the elephant in the room: The Penguins won a 
Stanley Cup without him in 2017. Pittsburgh may not win the 2016 Cup 
without Letang elevating his game, but the Penguins did win in 2017 
without him. To Letang’s biggest detractors, it serves as a bit of 
confirmation bias that he wasn’t as important as he was made out to be. 

But that ignores the context of both championship runs: How much easier 
the team’s playoff path was in 2017 (especially in the final two rounds) 
and how much every player had to elevate their game to make up for his 
absence.  

“’Tanger is not an easy guy to replace, you don’t really do that with one 
guy,” Crosby said. “It takes a group of guys all working together to do 
that, making up for those minutes, elevating their game. Most teams 
wouldn’t have been able to get through that. It wasn’t easy, but those 
guys did everything they could to try to make up for not having him in the 
lineup.” 

While many look at the Penguins as “Sid and Geno’s team,” Letang’s 
presence was just as crucial. The Penguins don’t make back-to-back 
runs to the Stanley Cup Final until Letang joins the fold full-time in 2007. 
They don’t win in 2016 without his otherworldly performance. And they 
need a herculean effort (and an easier playoff path) to win without him in 
2017. He was critical to what made the Penguins one of the best teams 
of the era and he should be celebrated more for that. 

“The fact we’ve been able to have success and win together, he’s 
definitely a big part of that,” Crosby said. “After playing as long as he has 
and accomplishing what he has, he’s still motivated to win and push 
himself to be the best player he can be.” 

That player is among the best of his generation, one who often goes 
under-appreciated for just how strong of a career he’s put together. 
Letang might not have the same hardware as his contemporaries, nor the 
hype, but he belongs right next to them with how consistently strong he’s 
been year-in and year-out for 16 seasons and counting. 

Letang isn’t done yet and the fact he’s still playing at such a high level is 
impressive. When all is said and done, if he keeps this level up, it’ll be 
even harder to ignore his greatness. 

“I think ‘Tanger gets a little underappreciated, not from us, not from his 
teammates, not from the organization — I think we all realize how big a 
part of the team he is and what he contributes to it,” Crosby said. “I think 
the guys that play against him know what he brings and know what type 
of player he is. And obviously, the ones who play with him like us — we 
see it every day.” 

Maybe he doesn’t have the public recognition, maybe he doesn’t have 
the Norris votes — but he’s more than earned the admiration of the 
greatest player of his generation. And that counts for a lot. 
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The Athletic / Hockey Canada CEO Scott Smith, board of directors step 
down amid ongoing scandal 

 

By The Athletic Staff 

Oct 11, 2022 

 

Hockey Canada CEO Scott Smith is no longer a part of the governing 
body as the organization announced significant changes to its leadership 
Tuesday morning, including the resignation from the entire board to allow 
for a new slate of directors. 

“Recognizing the urgent need for new leadership and perspectives, the 
entire board of directors announced it will step aside and pursuant to 
Hockey Canada’s by-laws, the board will ask its members to select a new 
slate of directors by no later than the forthcoming virtual election 
scheduled for Dec. 17, 2022,” the board said in a statement. “The board 
will not seek re-election and will fulfill its fiduciary duties until such time 
as a new board is elected.” 

An interim management committee will be put in place to guide the 
organization until a new board appoints a CEO, Hockey Canada said in 
the statement. The goal of the interim management committee will be to 
focus on day-to-day operations and ensure progress on the 
implementation of Hockey Canada’s Action Plan, including reviewing and 
working with the board and members toward the full implementation of 
the independent governance review recommendations from former 
Supreme Court Justice Hon. Thomas Cromwell, CC. 

Cromwell is leading an independent review of Hockey Canada’s 
governance structures to examine its by-laws, board of directors and 
senior management team. 

“An important step forward, but there’s a culture to change,” Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau said later Tuesday. 

Hockey Canada has been under intense scrutiny and criticism since May 
when allegations of sexual assault were made public in a lawsuit that the 
organization settled. In the complaint, filed in April in Ontario Superior 
Court, a woman alleged that she was assaulted by eight players in a 
London, Ont., hotel room following a Hockey Canada Foundation event 
in June 2018. Members of Canada’s gold medal-winning world junior 
team were among those accused of assault in the lawsuit. 

As a result, several of Hockey Canada’s sponsors and provincial 
federations have distanced themselves from the organization as calls for 
changes in leadership continue. 

Tuesday’s changes to Hockey Canada’s executive team come three 
days after interim chair Andrea Skinner resigned. Skinner, who joined 
Hockey Canada’s board in 2020, was appointed interim chair in August 
after the resignation of Michael Brind’Amour over the organization’s 
handling of the assault allegations. 

Hockey Canada timeline: Major developments so far 

Smith, 55, has worked for Hockey Canada since 1997, serving as vice 
president and chief operating officer. He took over as president and CEO 
on July 1 after Tom Renney retired. 
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The Athletic / Hockey Canada sponsor fallout: Bauer cuts ties in wake of 
sexual assault allegations 

 

By The Athletic Staff 

Oct 11, 2022 

 

The fallout continues for Hockey Canada in the wake of sexual assault 
allegations involving members of its World Junior team. 

The national governing body has been under intense scrutiny and 
criticism since the allegations were made public in a lawsuit, which the 
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organization settled for an undisclosed amount. In the complaint, filed in 
April in Ontario Superior Court, a woman alleged that she was assaulted 
by eight players, including members of Canada’s World Junior team, in a 
London, Ont., hotel room following a Hockey Canada Foundation event 
in June 2018. 

The lawsuit was settled before a full investigation into the allegations was 
completed. As a result, several of Hockey Canada’s sponsors and 
provincial federations have decided to distance themselves from the 
organization as calls for changes in leadership continue. 

Here is a quick look at those sponsors and provincial federations: 

Oct. 11: Bauer Hockey, the official equipment provider for Hockey 
Canada, pulls financial support 

Bauer will also stop providing free equipment such as helmets and 
gloves. The company, which had already paused sponsorship in the 
summer, said it has “lost confidence in Hockey Canada’s leadership.” 

Bauer will continue to supply equipment to Hockey Canada’s women’s 
programs. 

Oct. 7: Hockey New Brunswick says it’s not paying participant 
assessment fees to Hockey Canada 

Hockey New Brunswick says it is undergoing a governance review of 
Hockey Canada. In the meantime, Hockey New Brunswick “will not be 
paying its $3 per player participant assessment fee to Hockey Canada.” 

Oct. 7: Hockey Alberta announces it may withhold participant fees  

Hockey Alberta says it may withhold participant fees if Hockey Canada 
does not “take certain actions and provide answers by specific 
deadlines,” per a statement issued to Hockey Alberta members. The 
statement does not indicate what those specific requests are. 

Oct. 7: Nike suspends its relationship with Hockey Canada 

Nike suspends its relationship with Hockey Canada. 

“We’ll continue to monitor the situation and await more information 
regarding Hockey Canada’s actions to address the findings in these 
investigations and create a safe environment for all athletes.” 

Hockey Canada timeline: Major developments so far 

Oct. 6: Hockey Manitoba calls for changes to Hockey Canada’s 
leadership 

Hockey Manitoba joins the public outcry by calling for a change to 
Hockey Canada’s leadership. 

“Hockey Manitoba Board of Directors support the call by Members of 
Parliament for a change in Hockey Canada’s leadership at the Sr. Staff 
level and Board of Directors. Further, Hockey Manitoba calls for a review 
of the Hockey Canada Action Plan to include consultation from experts or 
organizations working in education, awareness and prevention of sexual 
violence, abuse, bullying, and discrimination,” Hockey Manitoba said in a 
statement. 

Oct. 6: Hockey Nova Scotia suspends participant assessment fees to 
Hockey Canada 

Hockey Nova Scotia says it is suspending the transfer of participant 
assessment fees for the 2022-23 season, after the board met on Oct. 6 
for an emergency meeting. 

“Hockey Nova Scotia has lost confidence in Hockey Canada’s senior 
leadership,” Hockey Nova Scotia said in a statement. “Until our values at 
Hockey Nova Scotia are reflected by Hockey Canada’s senior leadership, 
we simply cannot support hockey’s national governing body.” 

Oct. 6: Broadcast partners TSN, RDS call for ‘meaningful change’ 

TSN and RDS, broadcast partners for several Hockey Canada events, 
call on the national governing body to “enact meaningful change to 

deliver a hockey environment built on a culture of respect,” TSN and 
RDS said in a statement. The broadcasters confirm they will still carry the 
2022-23 World Junior Championship. 

“We will continue to spotlight this issue for Canadians and will confirm 
our broadcast plans for the 2022-23 IIHF World Junior championship in 
the coming months.” 

Oct. 6: Recipe, Canada’s largest full-service restaurant company, 
cancels partnership support 

The corporation, which includes iconic Canadian brands Swiss Chalet 
and The Keg, will “end all related partnership support with Hockey 
Canada.” These companies will continue to support the women’s 
program. 

NEWS: More sponsors withdrawing support from Hockey Canada. Swiss 
Chalet and The Keg are also suspending partnership support effective 
immediately. 

Oct. 6: BDO continues to pause its partnership with Hockey Canada 

BDO announced that it’s continuing to pause its partnership with Hockey 
Canada. 

“We are deeply concerned by Hockey Canada’s lack of transparency and 
accountability,” BDO said in a statement. 

Oct. 6: Imperial Oil, Skip the Dishes and Sobeys pull sponsorship support 

Skip the Dishes and Sobeys pull their sponsorship support of Hockey 
Canada. Imperial Oil’s Esso brand also withdraws its support for Hockey 
Canada’s men’s program. 

“We will not be supporting Hockey Canada for men’s programs with the 
Esso brand in the 2022-2023 season, including the upcoming World 
Junior Championship tournament, until we see meaningful accountability, 
transparency and change,” Esso said in a statement. “We are 
disappointed that we have not yet seen more significant action.” 

Oct. 6: Canadian Tire cancels partnership with Hockey Canada 

Canadian Tire says it’s ending its partnership with Hockey Canada. The 
corporation plans to redirect support to other hockey-related 
organizations and The Respect Group, which focuses on preventing 
bullying, abuse, harassment and discrimination. 

“After careful consideration, Canadian Tire Corporation has made the 
decision to end its partnership with Hockey Canada,” the company 
announced. “In our view, Hockey Canada continues to resist meaningful 
change and we can no longer confidently move forward together.” 

Oct. 6: Telus pulls sponsorship of men’s hockey programs in 2022-23 

Telus announces it will not sponsor men’s hockey programs for Hockey 
Canada for the upcoming 2022-23 season, including the upcoming world 
juniors. 

This is after Telus announced in June that it was withholding sponsorship 
support from Hockey Canada in the wake of the fallout from a sexual 
assault lawsuit. 

In a statement, Telus cites Hockey Canada’s “lack of action and 
commitment to drive necessary cultural change.” 

Oct. 5: Scotiabank pauses support of Hockey Canada men’s hockey 
programs in 2022-23 

Scotiabank says it’s pausing support for men’s hockey throughout the 
2022-23 season, including the upcoming world juniors. 

NEW: Scotiabank will pause support for men’s Hockey throughout the 
2022-23 season, including upcoming World Juniors. 

This is after Scotiabank announced in June that it was withholding 
sponsorship support from Hockey Canada. 
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“Ultimately our position hasn’t wavered; the time for change is long 
overdue,” Scotiabank said in a statement. 

Oct. 5: Tim Hortons pulls sponsorship of Hockey Canada’s men’s 
programs in 2022-23 

Tim Hortons informs Hockey Canada that it won’t be sponsoring the 
men’s program during the 2022-23 season, including the world juniors. 
Tim Hortons will continue to support women’s, para and youth hockey. 

“We’ve communicated to Hockey Canada on many occasions that the 
organization needs to take strong and definitive action before it can 
regain the faith and trust in Canadians,” Tim Hortons said in a statement. 
“We’re deeply disappointed in the lack of progress that Hockey Canada 
has made to date.” 

Oct. 4: Hockey Quebec suspends player registration fees to Hockey 
Canada 

Hockey Québec votes to cut ties with the governing body, saying it no 
longer has “confidence in the ability of Hockey Canada to act effectively 
to change the culture of hockey with the structure in place,” according to 
multiple reports. As a result, Hockey Québec is reportedly suspending 
the transfer of $3 per player registration that goes to Hockey Canada, 
and for the time being, only the amounts used for insurance costs will be 
paid. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A with Martin St. Louis: On developing players, bringing 
balance, and defying odds 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 11, 2022, 4:49 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — It’s in between morning meetings and the 
Canadiens taking to the ice for their last practice at their south-shore 
training facility before the start of the regular season that Martin St. Louis 
carves out 20 minutes for an interview. 

To say the 47-year-old has been busy since taking over from Dominique 
Ducharme back in February would be understating it. He jumped from 
the bantam bench of his son’s hockey team to the most prestigious 
bench in the NHL, vaulting up with no professional coaching experience 
and doing so in one of the most pressure-packed markets in the league, 
and there’s been little time for him to focus on anything other than the 
enormous task he’s undertaken. 

Family time has been cut down dramatically. With his oldest son going 
from Northeastern University to joining his middle son as a member of 
the USHL’s Dubuque Fighting Saints, St. Louis is happy he only has one 
game to keep track of outside of the one the Canadiens are playing on 
any given night, but laments that he likely won’t see either of them in 
person before Christmas. 

“My wife is here right now, visiting me, and my dad is taking care of my 
14-year-old at home in Connecticut,” he says. “She’s here for two weeks. 
I haven’t seen her in a month, and it’ll probably be another month I don’t 
see her after that. I think my little guy and my wife are going to come mid- 
or late-November for a weekend.” 

Not easy. 

But St. Louis accepted these circumstances when he decided to take up 
executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and general 
manager Kent Hughes on their offer to coach the Canadiens. 

At one point during our conversation, the Hall of Famer and Stanley Cup 
winner who scored 391 goals and notched 1,033 points over 1,134 
games split between the Calgary Flames, Tampa Bay Lightning and New 
York Rangers, says: “I’m not here because I need this, I’m here because 
I love it,” and it certainly explains why he’s willing to make those kinds of 
sacrifices. 

There will be more to come as St. Louis attempts to bring the Canadiens 
to prominence much faster than most people assume he can. 

With a three-year contract signed over the summer to shed the ‘interim’ 
label he started with, the clock is ticking. 

It was moving fast on Tuesday as we tried to cover as much ground as 
time would allow us to in an empty room a level above St. Louis’ office in 
Brossard, Que. 

What follows is a transcript of our conversation — edited only slightly for 
the purposes of clarity and flow. During it, St. Louis covers the 
monumental leap he took up the coaching ranks and the unmentioned 
upside of going from coaching kids to coaching pros, to debunking the 
notion hockey sense can’t be taught. He also discusses why his practices 
look different than any other practices we’ve seen at this level, the player 
he feels has benefited most from his coaching, and Cole Caufield’s 
growth as a player. 

St. Louis also addresses Nick Suzuki’s captaincy and Juraj Slafkovsky’s 
development, how he processes losses and the steps he needs to take 
to become a better coach, the identity he’s trying to establish for the 
Canadiens, and his own expectations for his team this season. 

SPORTSNET: When you were first hired, everyone made a big thing out 
of you going from the bantam bench to the NHL bench, but no one really 
thought of it as an advantage. Considering the organization’s emphasis 
on development, what’s maybe the advantage of coming where you 
came from? 

MARTIN ST. LOUIS: I think one of the biggest advantages of coaching 
youth hockey was all I was doing was trying to develop kids, and the 
results just came as a side effect of what we were doing. I wasn’t going 
to try to win games at the price of not developing kids and I feel like, with 
where we are, we want to win but want to win for a long time. So, I think 
it’s important to not get lost in the result and the pressure of winning. And 
I think I can stay that path because I love the game. I’m not here because 
I need this, I’m here because I love it. 

I feel like the other advantage I have is there’s not one guy on my team 
that I don’t know what he’s going through — from the guy being called up 
to the guy being sent down, the guy who’s scratched, fourth-liner, third-
liner, all-star. I know about everybody’s internal pressure and what 
they’re going through because I lived it. And also, I was a penalty killer in 
the league, I was a power-play guy, and there’s not one role I didn’t play, 
so I feel like I can help in all facets of the game because of that. 

Of course, I delegate some stuff, but I love my staff because we coach in 
collaboration and we don’t coach in silos. And I feel four brains is better 
than one, so I love the dynamic we have. I’m not a (dictator), it’s just 
about getting it right. 

Also, I got to play for a long time, and I would say over my last 10 years I 
was already coaching. I was playing, but I was coaching my teammates. I 
always felt comfortable teaching. 

SN: Specific to coaching youth: If you go back to when you were playing, 
all the drills seemed to focus on flow and making things crisp, but the fact 
that you were teaching so much at the youth level seemed to open your 
eyes about the teaching that can be done at this level. Hence how 
different your NHL practices look … 

MSL: You’re right. The way I practised as a youth is completely different 
to the way I practised in the NHL. I did not like my NHL practices as a 
player. They were very scripted — you go here, you do that — and there 
was not much thinking or decision-making. 
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So, if you expect your players to make hard decisions in key situations, 
you’ve got to develop the training according to that. You can’t be upset at 
them in the game when they don’t execute under pressure in certain 
situations if you don’t recreate that environment in practice. It’s going to 
be much easier in the game (if you do simulate it in practice). 

Historically, I felt that the practices were not geared to replicate the 
game. At the youth level, there’s been a big, modern approach in 
developing, and I was part of that the last seven years — how to design 
practice to accelerate development for what you need to be a successful, 
productive player on the ice. And so, I’ve had really good practice time to 
do that. And, to me, I don’t care what level of hockey you play; hockey is 
hockey. There are rules of the game that the best players understand 
and it’s not like they’re written rules. It’s about the way it should be 
thought. If you play by some of these rules, you always put yourself in a 
good spot. You always try to look for the advantage on the ice. You can’t 
just play your game, you have to play the game, and you have to bring 
your game to the game. 

Does that make sense? 

SN: Yes, it does. What seems really clear is that, between you and 
(director of hockey development) Adam Nicholas, you guys are attacking 
the notion that hockey sense can’t be taught. If I understand, you’re 
saying it can’t be taught if you keep running practice in the traditional 
way, in a way where all you’re focusing on is flow and passing and motor 
skills being crisp and so on. 

MSL: Exactly. I look at as: Is it easier to learn a language at three years 
old than at 23? Absolutely. But can you still learn a language? Yeah. 

You’ll never be as good as if you learn it at three, but you can still 
communicate. 

So, how much better do we make a kid? I don’t know, but we can make 
him better. 

You’re not going to get him fully there versus a kid who already has that. 

But if you improve him 10 or 15 per cent, how much more productive and 
efficient can he be on the ice? That’s what we’re after. We’re all after the 
little increase. 

SN: Who on your team — maybe it’s one or two players — has really 
shown an improvement in incorporating your concepts into his game? 

MSL: The one guy for me, and I don’t know if it’s so much physical or 
mental or both, is, Brendan Gallagher. From what I saw with Gally last 
year to what I see now in this small sample I’ve had from camp, I’m really 
happy for him. 

He’s just playing the game and not just playing his game. 

What’s his game, historically? 

SN: It’s battling in the corners and in front of the net. 

MSL: It’s F1 (being the first forechecker), win battles and go in front of 
the net and take a beating. 

I don’t want to take that away, but the game isn’t always that and the 
game doesn’t necessarily need Gally to do that all the time. Sometimes 
the game needs Gally to just play the game and it’s not his turn to be that 
guy. 

So, to me, I talk a lot about being balanced (in positioning) on the ice as 
a group. You have to be balanced on the ice. So, if Gally just wants to 
play his game, is he worrying about the team being balanced or is he just 
worrying about playing his game? 

If you’re balanced as a group, you’re going to retrieve more pucks, guys 
are going to be more open. When you get on balance, sometimes one of 
their players gets stuck checking two of our players and it’s advantage 
us. 

I’m not looking to take anything away from Gally’s game. He’s still good 
at that. But he’s got to play the game and not just his game. 

SN: Cole Caufield really started playing the game again after you arrived. 
A lot of people gave you credit for that, and you said you have to give the 
player credit. You deserve some. What can you do to continue to 
improve him as a hockey player and not just as a scorer? 

MSL: A little bit is similar to Gallagher in being balanced and playing the 
game. It’s a little bit of that, too. I think if Cole plays the game, he’s going 
to be probably getting more scoring chances. If he knows that we need to 
be balanced as a group on the ice and he’s not just going to where he 
wants to go … 

Cole’s going to end up where he wants to be to score goals a lot of the 
time, but sometimes it’s just not that time to be in those places. So, if he 
plays with the mentality of being balanced on the ice, he’s going to help 
the group, which is going to help him. 

SN: When you say, “being balanced on the ice,” are you just talking 
about reading the situation and what position you’re supposed to be in in 
relation to the other four guys on your side? 

MSL: And the other team. To me, it’s spacing. 

SN: We talk a lot about the hockey mind, and that’s clearly Nick Suzuki’s 
best asset. What have you learned about Nick and what excites you 
about coaching him? 

MSL: He’s very smart. He kind of drives the bus. He’s a good leader. 

I didn’t know much about Suzy as a player, but he takes the responsibility 
very seriously. And it reflects in his work ethic on the ice, his mental 
engagement, and that’s what you need. 

You need guys like that. 

The best thing for a coach is, eventually, the team coaches itself. Once 
everything is kind of in place, you look at the best teams in the league 
and they coach themselves. Everything that they do on the ice becomes 
like brushing their teeth, and then you bring in one new guy and he falls 
right in because everybody knows what they’re doing and this guy 
doesn’t have a choice to fall right in. The train keeps going. 

SN: How can you coach Nick to be able to have him help the team take 
over from you? 

MSL: I don’t think you coach that. I don’t think you force that. That 
happens organically. 

And guys do it differently. Some do it by example, some do it by talking, 
and some do it by both, and usually the first step is by example. The 
talking probably evolves as you get more comfortable. 

But you can’t force that. You can’t force a guy to be a vocal leader, it just 
ends up happening at some point. 

And I don’t know when that is. It could be now. I don’t know, honestly. I’m 
not in the room. 

Suzy leads by example for sure, but I’m not sure how much of a vocal 
leader he is, and that’s for him to figure out. You can’t be a vocal leader if 
you’re not ready for it. If you force it and it’s not genuine and not pure, 
then it’s not real. 

I became a vocal leader, but I wasn’t one at 25, 26. I led by example. 

SN: Does Nick have a fiery side? We see the calm, composed Nick, but 
we’re not exposed to him behind closed doors. 

MSL: Oh yeah, he does. He competes. 

SN: But will he get in somebody’s face in your room if he has to? 

MSL: I don’t know. I’m not in the room, and I leave the room to the 
players. 
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SN: Moving on, Juraj Slafkovsky is 18 years old, he’s a first-overall pick, 
and he’s in a pressure cooker in Montreal. What’s the communication like 
on a daily basis so he can play free? 

MSL: Exactly. We want him to play free. You don’t want to over-coach an 
18-year-old. 

SN: Kind of like not wanting a better golfer you’re playing with to 
constantly be giving you swing tips during a round… 

MSL: Exactly, because then they’re unable to play free. 

If there’s too much information, now there’s going to be hesitation, and 
we don’t want there to be hesitation in his game. 

Make a million mistakes, just don’t make the same ones over and over 
again. 

For us, when he makes mistakes, we need to evaluate if they’re one-offs 
or trends because you’re not going to coach the one-offs. You’re going to 
coach the trends. 

SN: It’s clear one of the biggest reasons he was drafted as high is that he 
showed an ability to adapt quickly. Have you seen an adaptation from 
when he first arrived at camp to now? 

MSL: Definitely. Absolutely. There’s been a lot of growth in his game, and 
I think a part of it is we haven’t really coached him. 

There’s a time and a place, but his freedom is more important than his 
learning right now. And the learning is going to happen. 

But again, we’re trying to figure out what are the one-offs and what are 
the trends because you don’t coach the one-offs. 

SN: How important is it for him to be starting with two veterans in 
Gallagher and Christian Dvorak? 

MSL: I think it’s super key to play with guys that have been there and 
play the right way and lead by example and there’s a lot of predictability 
in their game. I think it’s going to help Slaf to just fall right in. 

SN: If he has to go down to Laval at any point this season, how do you 
make him feel like that’s not a failure on his part? 

MSL: If he’s going down, it’s because there’s a plan for him. 

Like, do we want him to go down and see if he can run a power play? Kill 
penalties? Can he get more of those reps in there? 

SN: So that decision won’t just be performance-based? 

MSL: No, I don’t think so. For us, we’re trying to build an athlete that’s 
going to be a big part of this franchise’s continued success over x-
amount of years and sometimes you’ve got to do things that are going to 
make him really good in two years. 

If you don’t do that, then maybe he’s not as good in two years because 
maybe you’re afraid of hurting his feelings. You have to do what’s best 
for the player. And I feel we have that runway right now of making sure 
that we handle every guy properly so that when we’re ready to really win, 
those guys are the reason why because of what we did with them until 
we get there. 

SN: Regarding that runway, people say you’re the best man for the job 
while the priority here is on development rather than winning, but they’re 
unsure if you’ll be the right man for it when the team is expected to win. 
What can you do to improve as a coach so that you feel you’ll be 
prepared for when that time comes? 

MSL: I don’t know. I don’t know. I don’t know. 

I think that the best thing I need to do right now for this group is build a 
brand of the way we want to play, manage every player independently 
and increase their value, and I feel if we do that then winning becomes a 
side effect. I feel I have to be careful in getting too far ahead. 

I need to control what I can. 

SN: But when you stepped off the bench last season and had a couple of 
weeks to decompress and think about things during the summer, was 
there something that you said to yourself you need to work on to become 
a better coach and a better manager of the bench? 

MSL: I still think I need to get better at running a bench. 

I don’t think I’m bad at running a bench, but sometimes there’s games 
where things happen really fast with penalties and it’s 5-on-4, and then 
it’s going to 4-on-4 and 4-on-3 and I have to think about how to roll out of 
that and how to not lose guys on the bench. 

I’m conscious of that because I’ve been that guy who gets lost on the 
bench, and it sucks. And when I do that to a guy, I apologize to him 
because I don’t want him to think it’s performance-based that I lost him. 
Sometimes I (expletive) up, and I tell him it’s my bad. 

But you learn from your mistakes, and I feel like self-assessment is 
probably the biggest thing in growth. I do that, and I know when I make 
mistakes, and I try not to make the same ones. 

SN: Who do you turn to in the coaching fraternity when you have 
questions? 

MSL: I turn a lot to my coaches here. I ask them all the time if I could’ve 
done anything better, and they have good feedback. 

Over the summer, I lean on a couple of the guys who have coached me, 
and we talk things through. 

But sometimes you have to make your own mistakes. You can’t just 
make mistakes and go ask somebody for the answer. 

SN: Because of expectations being so low, as they have been since you 
took over, it seems as though you’re never particularly rattled by a loss. 
Or maybe you don’t want to show us that you are. How do you actually 
process loss? 

MSL: Listen, I hate losing probably more than I like winning, and I’ve 
been like that my whole life. 

So, is it hard at times? Yeah. 

But I have to stay the course. And I truly believe that, with how we do it 
here, the winning is eventually going to be a side effect. I have that in the 
back of my mind all the time, so if I get wrapped up with the loss, I’m 
going to get off the path. 

The path is way more important than how I feel after a loss. 

SN: This team obviously doesn’t have an identity yet, and we wouldn’t 
expect it to be built over a three-week training camp that had 75 players 
here, injuries to key guys and an overly-taxing schedule. But what is the 
identity you want to build for the Canadiens? 

MSL: I want us to be a team that’s tough to play against on both sides of 
the puck, and not because we work hard but because we work smart and 
we’re together. I want to play defence as soon as we lose the puck and I 
want to play offence as soon as we win the puck. I don’t want to start 
defending when we’re in our zone and I don’t want to start offence when 
we’re in their zone. I want us to be a team that connected and balanced. 

SN: We know what the external expectations are. What are the internal 
ones? 

MSL: Just grow as a team. Other than that, I don’t know what it is 
because that expectation might change. 

There are things we can’t control (like injuries), but our play is going to 
speak to us. The expectation might change depending on what our play 
says to us. 

SN: What would it mean to you to make the playoffs this season? We’re 
sure that management would love to draft Connor Bedard, but you and 
the players aren’t playing to lose games. So, can you defy the odds? 

MSL: I love to be the underdog. I love to prove people wrong. 
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My goal is to grow this team. Do we grow to be a playoff team this year? 
If we do, that’s a lot of growth. 

And then it’s how far can we go? It’s about how far we can take this, and 
not just this year. We’re sticking to our plan, but when does it go from, 
“How long is it going to take?” to “How far can we go?” 

I don’t know when that’s going to be, but it’s going to happen. 

SN: But if you don’t think it could happen sooner, then it definitely won’t 
happen sooner. 

MSL: Exactly. We’re not playing men’s league here. This is the NHL. 
We’re competitors. 

But we have to do it in a way that we grow the individuals in a collective 
environment. 

How fast do we grow as a team? I don’t know. It’s going to depend on 
how fast we grow as individuals, so it’s going to depend on the players. 
We’re here to guide them and keep them accountable to stay on that 
plan and that path. 

SN: Best of luck to you. 

MSL: Thank you. 
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The legendary Bob Cole hates predictions. When we’d work together, I’d 
say, “Going to be a great game tonight,” and he’d reply, “How do you 
know? You have no idea!” It wasn’t a joke, either. Seriously annoyed him.  

He learned that from Toe Blake. They were sitting next to each other at a 
game when the Hall-of-Famer saw something on the out-of-town 
scoreboard and asked Bob if it was a final result. 

Bob said, “I think so.”  

The next thing he heard was a loud smack as Blake’s hand slammed the 
counter. 

“Don’t tell me what you think,” he snarled. “Tell me what you know!” 

It’s a great story. And with apologies to both Toe Blake and Bob Cole, I’m 
excited for this season. I think it’s going to be an incredibly entertaining 
year. I’m actually not crazy about predictions either, but if you’re going to 
be forced to do them (Sportsnet basically tortures us to do so), you’ve got 
to find a fun way.  

So, this year, I’m eliminating obvious candidates for Hart, Norris, Vezina 
and the Stanley Cup Final. Here goes: 

HART 

Eliminated candidates: Leon Draisaitl, Auston Matthews and Connor 
McDavid. There will be a huge push for Cale Makar. He won the Conn 
Smythe, he’s incredible and unique. Voters like unique. I’m as guilty as 
anyone, sometimes we twist ourselves into knots to try and look extra 
smart. 

This isn’t a huge stretch, because he got votes last year, but I’m going 
with Kirill Kaprizov. With Kevin Fiala in Los Angeles, there will be even 
more need for him to lift the offensive burden. He’s going to have a 
massive year. 

NORRIS 

Eliminated candidates: Adam Fox, Victor Hedman, Roman Josi, Makar. 
I’m a first-class (with wireless) passenger on the Charlie McAvoy train, 
but he’s out a while, this is not the year. So, we’re going with Miro 
Heiskanen. He’s becoming Dallas’s best player, and it’s not unnoticed. 

VEZINA 

Eliminated candidates: Igor Shesterkin, Andrei Vasilevskiy. I predicted 
Jacob Markstrom last year, and didn’t want to do it again.  

There are a lot of good candidates. Juuse Saros, Ilya Sorokin. But my 
pick is Thatcher Demko. The Canucks are hugely reliant on him, and he’s 
getting better. The thing I worry about is Vancouver’s location makes it 
harder on someone who’s going to see a lot of rubber. But he looks like 
he can handle it. 

CALDER 

No eliminated candidates here. What a great class. Matty Beniers, Kent 
Johnson, Mason McTavish, Owen Power, Shane Wright. Dylan Guenther 
looked really good for Arizona, too. Wanted to pick McTavish, who is 
coming off some kind of year, but it’s hard to go against Power.  

Whatever “it” is, both of them have it. But Power’s going to play a lot of 
minutes and will have greater opportunity to shine.   

STANLEY CUP FINAL 

Eliminated candidates: Colorado and Tampa Bay. Admittedly, this is kind 
of ridiculous. It’s like being asked to pick your favourite hamburger 
without a bun and meat. But you’ve got to expand your horizons, and that 
takes me to Edmonton/Carolina. 

Several years ago, Mark Messier said that in a cap world, everyone has 
a fatal flaw (or flaws). How do you overcome them? The Avalanche and 
Lightning are as close to perfect as you get in the NHL, and I do think 
there’s a drop from them to number three. But, no guts — no glory. So, 
with the knowledge all of this could blow up in my face, I’m going with a 
2006 rematch of Carolina/Edmonton. Calgary, Minnesota and the 
Rangers could have the most to say about it, especially if the Rangers 
find a way to tighten up a bit around Igor Shesterkin. Toronto and Vegas 
are the most fascinating teams because their ceilings are so high, but no 
one knows how the goaltending will go. Dark horse: Kings. 

1. Hockey Quebec’s statement said it best on Tuesday, referring to the 
mass departures from Hockey Canada as “inevitable.” CEO Scott Smith 
is leaving and the board of directors is out, joining Andrea Skinner, who 
resigned last weekend as a director and interim board chair. 

It took longer than people wanted, needing sponsor pressure to eliminate 
the inertia, but now we get to the most important of questions: who 
(individually or in a group) is best positioned to take us where we must 
go? This shouldn’t be rushed. You can’t get these hires wrong. 

The bigger challenge might be the interim, because many of these are 
volunteer positions and there’s worry people won’t be interested. We will 
find out if that’s true — I hope those who genuinely want to make a 
difference aren’t scared off — but one of the problems is public-facing 
representatives have been so poorly prepared for their appearances, 
which comes with major consequences. The two situations are not 
comparable, but when I screwed up the swimming in Rio, I was not 
concerned with the fallout for myself — but my wife, son and co-workers 
at CBC. I was worried about the effect on my family and embarrassed for 
the great people in front of and behind the camera who care so much 
about what they do. What has been lost here (among other things) is that 
when you speak for Hockey Canada, you represent everyone in hockey 
in this country. When things go badly, everyone feels the pain. If you 
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understand that publicly, it gives you the best chance to fix what must be 
cleaned up privately. 

2. One further note on Andrea Skinner: She alluded to receiving some 
nasty correspondence during last week’s testimony, and apparently 
some emails sent her way were way, way, way over the line. If you’re 
doing that, you’re part of the problem, not the solution. 

3. There was hope Jakob Chychrun would return to practice this week, 
but the Arizona defender is not yet ready. He’s been skating on his own 
now that the previously injured ankle healed, but we’re waiting on 
clearance from the wrist recovery. The timeline is uncertain — maybe 
later this week, maybe even later than that — but the big question is: is 
anyone willing to make the trade before he’s 100 per cent healthy? Ryan 
Ellis’s unfortunate inability to get back to full health hasn’t gone unnoticed 
around the NHL, so there’s a bit of hesitation about trading for those 
injured even though he’s expected to make a full recovery. 

The Coyotes are properly and wisely holding out for a major return, but 
there is incentive to get this done sooner rather than later. The 
organization is trying to shape this as a fun/unique season in a collegiate 
environment, and it will be hard enough to do that without constant 
speculation of an eventual trade lingering like mouldy cheese. It’s been 
almost a year since the team went to Chychrun about moving, you can 
hardly blame him for wanting it to be over. Multiple sources have 
indicated that nothing’s ever been truly close despite the noise. There’s 
definitely interest, with Ottawa trying to play this as intelligently as it can.  

4. A couple of sources used similar terminology to describe the Bo 
Horvat contract negotiations: “stalemate.” I try not to get too worked up 
over this kind of stuff (easier to do that when it’s not your own contract), 
because there are always highs and lows in this kind of conversation. 
The most important predictor of future behaviour is past behaviour. 
Remember this about Vancouver: they spent months saying they 
wouldn’t do something like seven-times-eight for JT Miller, then they did 
it. Sometimes, you stare into the abyss and don’t like what you see, 
especially two key players unsigned heading into their free-agent 
seasons. Horvat is a born-and-bred Canuck, and until proven otherwise, I 
believe an extension is what everyone wants.  

5. The summer extensions for Mathew Barzal, Jordan Kyrou and Robert 
Thomas — added to the predicted cap increases in 2024-25 — changed 
the market. Some Vancouverites weren’t crazy about my use of Sean 
Couturier ($7.75M) as a comparable for Horvat, but anyone out there 
thinking the captain’s next deal is starting with a six is in a Wizard-of-Oz-
style dreamland. Same thing with Dylan Larkin in Detroit, another one 
where the honest intention is for him to stay. What’s happened this 
summer has pushed-up his number, I believe. The Red Wings aren’t 
going there right now, so you have to grind to bridge the gap.  

6. I don’t believe those contracts have much to do with David Pastrnak. 
This one was going into the stratosphere regardless, and everyone knew 
it, including the Bruins. He’s not afraid of discussions going on during the 
season, so those conversations (which have been referred to as 
“constant”) continue.  

7. A couple of sources have told me to “stand down” on Marcus 
Pettersson and Vancouver rumours.  

8. Big for both Vegas and Nic Hague to get it done. They need him and 
it’s never good for a player to miss games. Interesting structure, too, with 
year two of his three-year contract approximately $1.2M less than years 
one and three, optimizing the qualifying offer at the end of the deal. The 
other thing I was curious about are rumours that, both at the start of free 
agency and then again as things dragged on, there were teams who 
contacted his agent, Murray Koontz, about offer-sheet possibilities. 
Koontz wouldn’t say much (I really tried to find out who it was), but one 
team indicated if it was going to happen, it was going to be on Tuesday, 
the first day of the season, when Vegas’s cap situation would make it 
most vulnerable. Obviously, we never got there, and I think two main 
reasons were that Hague’s preference was to stay and, for all the talk 
about offer sheets, they mostly amount to hot air. You can’t count on 

them. (Added reason: Golden Knights owner Bill Foley is the type who’d 
never forget.) 

9. Believe Toronto will continue exploring waiver-exempt or waiver-
cleared defensive depth thanks to three preseason injuries. The Maple 
Leafs have a surplus of depth forwards.  

10. Will be closely watching the Wild, not just because they could win it 
all. Minnesota GM Bill Guerin will keep an eye out for scoring help, but 
not before he gives his talented youth the opportunity to prove how much 
he actually needs it.  

11. Have to say I was surprised Joey Daccord cleared waivers. So, too, I 
think, were the Kraken. Speaking of Seattle, a couple teams who played 
them said they looked noticeably faster and better. 

12. Two numbers to watch for Ottawa: .918 and 105. Asked to provide an 
indication of what they’re hoping for this year to be successful, these 
came from GM Pierre Dorion and head coach DJ Smith. Dorion 
mentioned a .918 save percentage. The NHL average was .907 in 2021-
22, the lowest since 2006-07. Ottawa was 16th at .904, Rangers first at 
.919. Smith wanted a combined powerplay/penalty kill at 105. The 
Senators were at 99.6 last season. St. Louis was top at 111.1. You 
should have lofty goals.  

13. A few years ago, a photo of Ed Jovanovski’s hip surgery was 
included in this blog. It came with a warning, and is undoubtedly the most 
graphic thing posted within. Apparently, there is a photo of what was 
removed from Mark Stone’s back. Would he allow it to be seen? “Ah, no,” 
he laughed. “A little piece of crap. Kind of gross.” The Golden Knights’ 
captain laughed off rumours it would threaten his career or he’d have to 
retire. “Ridiculous. I was never super worried.” 

Stone gave up golf for the time being and joked he lived the life of a dog 
for a month. A year earlier, Dr. Robert Watkins (who did the surgery), 
said he didn’t think it would be necessary to operate, but things changed. 
“It was an extra chunk on my disc pressing on my nerves,” Stone said. 
“Nothing to do with disc health. People can say what they want, I know 
I’m going to be healthy.” 

14. Stone on the Knights: “I know people are low on us. We don’t really 
care. Hate us, that’s fine. We feel we have a good team.”  

15. Quite a few tweets asking about Sonny Milano. Unfortunately did not 
work out in Calgary, a lot of surprise among fans he’s not signed in the 
NHL. He’s let it be known he’s willing to sign a one-way contract for close 
to the minimum, and there is interest. There are overseas offers, but his 
strong preference is to stay here.  

16. It’s early, but I really liked Nasvhille’s Mattias Ekholm-Ryan 
McDonagh pairing. 

17. Word is that Norway is on the radar as a possibility for European 
games. 

18. Heard one of the interviewees for Edmonton’s assistant coach 
position was 726-game NHL veteran Joel Ward, now with AHL 
Henderson. Someone to watch. 

19. For the first time in almost 45 years, Travis Green is not starting a 
hockey season on-time. “It’s been weird,” he said last week. “You try to 
be productive in other ways, but you miss it.” He will be going to Finland 
as part of the NHL contingent when Colorado and Columbus play Nov. 5-
6, doing some clinics. He plans to visit a few European clubs to broaden 
his horizons. “I want to make myself a better coach.”  

20. Green confirmed he interviewed in Florida (which went to Paul 
Maurice), but didn’t want to say much more about who he talked with. “It 
took a while to clear my head and really take a step back,” he said. “It felt 
like yesterday we were in the bubble. A year and a half goes by so fast, 
you’re going 100 miles per hour. It took a little while to reset and feel 
good again.” He said he spent a lot of time looking back and performing 
self-evaluation. “Yeah, there are some things I’d have done different. 
Every coach makes mistakes, but being around for a while, I’ll be a better 
coach next time around learning through the hard ones.” 
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21. Prior to re-joining Edmonton (this time as an executive) Steve Staios 
ran the OHL’s Hamilton Bulldogs, where his family billeted Mason 
McTavish during the player’s monstrous playoff performance for the 
team. Staios waxed poetic about everything McTavish did on and off the 
ice, then added: “That kid can eat.”  

22. We’re shaped by our experiences growing up. We lost a parent when 
I was 11, and what it taught me was to seize the day. Life is fleeting, 
you’d better enjoy it and go hard to accomplish what you want to 
accomplish. As a result, I wasn’t the best long-term planner. I think a lot 
now about securing their future, and had a conversation about it with 
player agent Allain Roy on a recent podcast. Roy merged his agency with 
another called North Rock X, to create NRX Hockey. One of North 
Rock’s founders is future NBA Hall-of-Famer Tony Parker, who told 
Forbes in 2016 he “saw a lot of stuff happening in the sports world, 
people taking advantage of athletes, so I wanted to do my part. I’m very 
emotional when I talk about topics like that.”  

23. Roy said “the biggest mistake is not understanding budgeting and 
cash flow for the younger players. Education is key, communication, but 
also giving them a sense of control. The financial irresponsibility of a 
young athlete, if not educated, is dangerous.” He said that one of the 
advantages of the entry-level contract in the NHL is it gives an 
opportunity to teach. Carolina’s Brent Burns met another of NRX’s 
founders, Rob Nelson, several years ago, and became comfortable with 
his counsel. When I think of Burns, I think of the ranch (and the 
armadillos). He laughed about that, but added it’s a perfect example of 
getting the right advice so you don’t do something you regret. “There are 
so many things out there you have no idea about at all,” he said. “A lot of 
stressful decisions.” He talked about filters, tanks and 
generators…finding the right people to ask the right questions. “That’s 
how you play your best and be at your personal best.” 

24. A few years ago, one player told me about a teammate who bought 
an expensive car and didn’t know how to turn it off. So, it was left running 
at a practice while someone came over from the dealership to do it. “I 
would say cars is probably number one in the NHL,” Roy said. “Some 
guys have that fashion fetish, they want to spend a lot of money on 
clothes. The other one that I’ve seen a lot, more so in the last few years, 
is shoes. The Nike limited edition stuff. Those conversations we do have, 
and we need to have, and once we put it on paper in front of them, it 
makes a lot of sense.” 

Crypto? I wonder about crypto. “I don’t know enough about it, I can't give 
that kind of advice, but we have people who can. In the locker-room the 
soapbox guy seems to get as much credibility as opposed to who is (a 
real expert). There’s always one or two guys in every locker room who 
has invested in this, they only tell you when their investments make 
money, you never hear when they lose money. That is very dangerous. 
I’ve seen guys led into some bad areas listening to that. Sometimes 
saying no is even more important. Being able to say, 'Listen, you can't 
afford this, or you can't give that much money to your family right now.’ 
I’ve noticed, probably more so in the past, players they would think it’s 
bad for us to have that conversation about retirement. ‘What are you 
going to do after hockey?’ But players are more open now. It’s easier to 
have those conversations with the younger generation.” That’s very good 
to hear.  

25. Any young people reading this, hockey player or not, I hope it 
inspires you a bit. For young players there are plenty of agents out there 
who are smart and can point you in the right direction. Do your research, 
even though it’s not as fun as golf, poker or video games. Roy closes by 
saying, “You don’t want to ask a question that’s going to make you sound 
stupid…so you don’t ask the question. To me there’s no bad questions, 
especially when it comes to your money and protecting your legacy.” 

One of the books I read last summer was From Saturday Night to 
Sunday Night by extremely successful television executive Dick Ebersol. 
He tells a story of one of his first big meetings as a 20-year-old in 1967. 
He didn’t understand some technical requests from a veteran director, 
Lou Volpicelli, who recognized it. Ebersol admitted he didn’t get it. “Make 
this the most important lesson you learn in this business,” Volpicelli said. 

“Do not ever be afraid to ask a question when you don’t understand 
something. Never be hesitant about it. Never be embarrassed about 
it…Because it’s always on you to figure it out and get it right.” Great, 
great advice. 

26. Added note about Burns: you can tell he’s very excited about his 
fresh start in Carolina. Sometimes we don’t realize how much we need a 
new challenge. I did ask him about the knapsack, and he said he doesn’t 
understand the mystique. “It’s all necessary stuff,” he said. Blender, foam 
rollers, a pillow he prefers. I told him there was a rumour he carried a 
machete in there, and he howled. Guess not. He’s going to have a huge 
year. 

27. One great thing that happened in hockey over the summer: the NHL 
Alumni finalized a deal with the league and teams where ex-players can 
go to current facilities for medical examinations. You don’t have to go 
where you played, so if you live near Los Angeles, but didn’t play for the 
Kings, you can still get an appointment. Medical coverage is not cheap, 
which means it is real change. I think there’s still one team that isn’t 
finalized, but we must get there because this care is critical.   

28. At the NHL’s European media tour, the players were asked who is 
most underrated in the NHL. Everybody but one said Aleksander Barkov. 
(He’s still underrated, really?) The lone holdout was Carolina’s Sebastian 
Aho, who picked Jaccob Slavin. 

29. This could be an all-time Winter Tankathon in both the NHL and NBA. 
Hockey fans already know about Connor Bedard, with 15 points in his 
first eight games for WHL Regina. Arizona and Chicago are all out for 
him, with Montreal still in the picture, although trying to improve. Not sure 
if you saw the highlights this week, but France’s Victor Wembanyama 
has the NBA drooling so it’s going to be similarly epic for him. There are 
other good draft-eligible prospects for hockey, too. One to add to your 
long-term list: Czech goalie Michael Hrabal, who dazzled at last month’s 
USHL showcase in Pittsburgh. He plays in Omaha, and is likely NCAA-
bound for UMass, although Regina also owns his CHL rights.   

30. For the past two seasons the Ontario Minor Hockey Association 
allowed freer player movement at three levels: Under-14, Under-15 and 
Under-16 — as long as it was within OMHA member teams. Now, there 
is discussion about ending that opportunity, reversing the decision. 

It’s of concern to parents who saw their kids make new friendships and 
relationships, finding situations they liked better than before. From the 
outside, it’s very strange — to say the least — that people who legally 
switched would be forced to return. There is no accusation I could find 
the rules were not properly followed. There’s also a danger of players 
being cut if others are forced to return, essentially wasting two years of 
commitment. It affects two age groups (2008 and 2009) because after 
Minor Midget, borders are open. 

I understand that maybe things didn’t work out as expected, and could 
understand saying, “In the future, we’re going back to the old model.” But 
the kids who’ve already been through this should be grandfathered. So 
many children, youths and teenagers lost valuable fun and competitive 
time during the pandemic. Make it as easy as possible. Grandfather the 
current players. 

31. Members of the hockey community are hurting following the loss of 
Josh Ciocco, who died last week at age 38. Ciocco, who played at NCAA 
New Hampshire and was an assistant at Merrimack, spent a lot of time in 
Canada, with the Durham Huskies, Prince George Spruce Kings, Vernon 
Vipers, Cowichan Valley Capitals and Salmon Arm Silverbacks. Wanted 
to send the best to his friends and family. That young, it’s so hard to 
comprehend. 

32. During our 32 Thoughts tour stop in Peterborough, we were joined by 
one of Jeff Marek’s favourite musical artists, Hawksley Workman. In 
2010, he released a song called Warhol’s Portrait of Gretzky. It includes 
the line, “Hello Immortal eyes, Mike Bossy shoots it wide.” Workman 
brought with him a framed, autographed Bossy jersey, which was sent to 
him by the Hall-of-Famer, who we lost last April at age 65. Bossy heard 
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the lyrics and wrote, “To Hawksley, I never shoot wide.” That’s just 
awesome, and a great way to end this week’s edition. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In sending Heinola to minors, Jets recognize his play is 
still more risk than reward 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

October 11, 2022, 9:56 AM 

 

BANFF, Alta. — When it comes to the Winnipeg Jets' opening-night 
roster, clarity has arrived, if only for a few days before another decision is 
necessary. 

Monday’s deadline came and went and the Jets submitted their 23-man 
list, but not before an unexpected plot twist arrived when the club claimed 
Swedish forward Axel Jonsson-Fjallby off waivers from the Washington 
Capitals. 

It was well known that the Jets were looking to upgrade the forward 
position during the off-season, but with the final cuts on the horizon, the 
decision to pluck Jonsson-Fjallby on Monday meant the Jets were left 
with two more decisions to make instead of one. 

However, since Jonsson-Fjallby needs to get his paperwork for a 
Canadian work visa taken care of, the Jets got a reprieve since he can 
initially join the team as a non-roster player. 

In short, it’s bought the Jets a bit more time as they decide what to do 
with the final spot leading up to Friday’s season and home opener 
against the New York Rangers. 

REDEEM NOW 

The bigger news on Monday was that the Jets decided to re-assign 
defenceman Ville Heinola to the Manitoba Moose of the American 
Hockey League. 

Heinola, the 20th overall pick in the 2019 NHL Draft, had a training camp 
that included some eye-popping moments, but also some costly miscues 
that ended up in the back of the net. 

The risk/reward balance remains a work in progress for Heinola and 
while some strides have been taken, there’s another level he needs to 
reach in order to make his transition to full-time NHL player a reality. 

The defence corps was a frequent topic of conversation throughout 
training camp and the competition for the sixth spot behind Josh 
Morrissey, Dylan DeMelo, Brenden Dillon, Neal Pionk and Nate Schmidt 
is ongoing — though Logan Stanley appears to have a leg up on the 
competition, based on Monday’s workout at Fenlands Arena. 

Stanley was used primarily with Schmidt during a practice that lasted 
nearly two hours and featured a wide range of “meat and potatoes” 
systems work, along with some special-teams activity. 

Dylan Samberg and Kyle Capobianco round out the eight defencemen 
who remain, though it’s possible the Jets could decide to open the 
season with 14 forwards and seven D-men, even though 13 forwards and 
eight blue-liners is the more likely outcome. 

The reaction to the news regarding Heinola was swift on social media, 
but the important thing to remember is that the decision isn’t a permanent 
one. 

As disappointing as the news would be for Heinola, the worst thing he 
can do is let it impact his play in the AHL. 

With Bowness telling reporters on the first day of training camp that he’s 
looking for a big increase in goal production from the blue line this 
season, Heinola features a skill set that works right into the aggressive 
style of play, where the Jets will be looking to push the pace and have 
the second wave frequently involved in the offensive attack. 

However, Heinola still has some work to do on the defensive side of the 
puck, which is one of the reasons he’ll begin the campaign in the minors. 

The best course of action for Heinola would be to go down and dominate 
with the Moose as he enjoys top-pairing minutes and is given a great 
deal of responsibility. 

Heinola’s puck-moving ability will eventually allow him to push for top-
four minutes with the Jets, but those weren’t going to be available to him 
right now, at least not right out of the gate. 

That’s why some additional seasoning could end up being something that 
helps him in the long run — even if it feels like a setback on a 
development curve that’s featured some twists and turns during the past 
few campaigns. 

It should also mean that the next time Heinola is recalled, it will be for 
good. 

Jonsson-Fjallby, meanwhile, was originally a fifth-round pick of the 
Capitals in the 2016 NHL Draft and appeared in 23 games last season, 
collecting two goals and four points. 

The 24-year-old been compared to fellow Swede Carl Hagelin, a speedy 
forward who can contribute on the penalty kill and is active on the 
forecheck. 

Jets associate coach Scott Arniel is familiar with Jonsson-Fjallby from his 
time on Peter Laviolette’s coaching staff in Washington and that should 
help Bowness as he gets to know the player a bit better. 

Once Jonsson-Fjallby is activated, the Jets will need to remove one more 
player from the roster. 

While right-winger Mason Appleton was back on the ice in a non-contact 
jersey on Monday, Pierre-Luc Dubois was limited to an off-ice workout, 
though Bowness is hoping that he’ll skate Tuesday, with the worst-case 
scenario being Thursday after the Jets return home from Alberta. 

With both Appleton and Dubois expected to play against the Rangers, 
the Jets are likely to subject Dominic Toninato to waivers or to assign 
either Saku Mäenalanen or Morgan Barron to the Moose. 

Mäenalanen is exempt from waivers, but clearly did enough during 
training camp and the exhibition season to not only secure a roster spot 
but also to be in the opening-night lineup with his strong play. 

Barron only appeared in two exhibition games, but he’s the leading 
candidate to open the season with Adam Lowry and Appleton, so his 
spot appears to be safe. 

Toninanto provides some versatility since he can play either centre or 
wing and also kill penalties, but he cleared waivers at the start of last 
season and at this point, he looks like the 14th forward on the depth chart 
after the arrival of Jonsson-Fjallby and the reassignment of Jansen 
Harkins to the Moose after he cleared waivers. 

Things can change quickly and reinforcements are always needed, 
whether because of injury or performance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / From coast to coast, the NHL's return ushers in a new 
season of thrilling unknowns 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 11, 2022, 11:09 AM 

 

Connor McDavid is talking about how he believes he can score more 
goals. Heck, maybe he’ll rip 50 if he starts heeding Leon Draisaitl’s 
advice and gets a touch more selfish. 

Jonathan Huberdeau is striding, pivoting and saucer-passing in a crisp 
red-and-orange sweater for the very first time. The Flaming C on 
Huberdeau’s chest blazes a degree hotter since Brad Treliving’s Hot GM 
Summer and the playmaker’s spanking-new eight-year pact with his 
adopted city. 

Nathan MacKinnon is saying run it back, Morgan Rielly is anxious to 
break through, and Sidney Crosby is dreaming up one more dance under 
a dressing-room champagne shower. 

Then there’s Jack Hughes, an easy smile whose superstar seasons have 
yet to play out. He is cracking jokes and bubbling with excitement over 
the New Jersey Devils’ off-season additions. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

REDEEM NOW 

All have gathered in Las Vegas, along with 50-some other NHL 
personalities, in the September sun to promote their game, their team, 
their aspirations. 

They know winter is coming. Still, they hold their heads high, fit and 
welcoming of its challenges. 

A clean sheet plus sharpened blades equals delicious anticipation. 

The standings’ loss column is essentially empty, a string of 31 glorious 
doughnuts (sorry, San Jose Sharks) signalling disappointment untasted. 

No one has been benched by John Tortorella, nor had their ankles 
broken by Cale Makar. 

No winger’s foot has been caught in the trajectory of an unforgiving Ryan 
Pulock clapper, no goaltender victimized by Auston Matthews’ pull-and-
snap laser. Yet. 

It’s Opening Night! 

There’s a banner to raise and records to snap (we see you, Phil Kessel). 
There are frosty $18 domestic beers to chug and checks to finish — into 
digitally enhanced dasherboards. 

Hope springs, locally and globally. 

Offence is on the uptick. Ditto attendance. The salary cap will soon follow 
suit. 

An international best-on-best calendar is being drafted. There is trust that 
our first so-called “normal” season in three winters will be devoid of viral 
outbreaks, dreary Zoom press conferences, and playoffs in July. 

The NHL’s flagpole events will take over some of the most fun towns in 
North America. Fenway Park gets taken over by the Winter Classic. All-
Star weekend is storming Fort Lauderdale Beach — and there could be 
alligators. Both the draft and awards ceremony will converge in Nashville, 
so reserve your party bike now. 

More female hockey minds occupy front office jobs than ever before. 
Another batch of young talent is screaming in with dangles for days. And 
Mike Grier is about to oversee the first NHL campaign by a black general 
manager. 

All of this is well past due, absolutely. And hockey’s ugly scabs will 
rightfully be picked at and exposed. It’s a game of mistakes, and not all 
imperfections should be shrugged away. 

When the puck drops Tuesday night, a sense of what’s possible, what 
greatness lies ahead, will waft through the air in New York City, then over 
to Los Angeles. 

In Colorado, where the game is played at a speed faster than lightning, 
there is legitimate confidence that the departures of Darcy Kuemper and 
Nazem Kadri won’t spell the loss of Lord Stanley’s Mug. 

In Calgary, we anxiously await to see if the climax to Treliving’s magic 
trick can equal its brilliant setup. 

While over in cash-conscious Carolina, Brent Burns takes the baton as 
the latest offensive-minded point man tasked with driving offence the 
forwards have been in tough to match. 

In Toronto and Edmonton, there is more fiddling with the fringes and 
another earnest pitch that top-heavy rosters with superstars in their prime 
can triumph in a four-line, six-pair gauntlet. 

Columbus and Ottawa already proved that, yes, small markets can lure 
big fish — but how many wins can they gobble up? 

Does Tampa Bay, the league’s co-leader in games played three years 
running, have any tax-free gas left in its tank? 

The Florida Panthers, your most recent regular-season titans, will get 
injected with a dose of Matthew Tkachuk’s unique brand of nasty as the 
Battle of Florida becomes his new Battle of Alberta. 

The Vegas Golden Knights have been all-in since birth, and a healthy 
Mark Stone and full season of Jack Eichel might well be enough to make 
up for their dice roil in the crease. 

Washington’s Alex Ovechkin — at once ageless and prematurely grey — 
will once again set up shop in the flank and go blasting away at Wayne 
Gretzky’s tower of goal pucks, once thought insurmountable. 

Rich hockey-mad towns like Buffalo and Detroit have signalled a turn of 
the corner, which should lure locals back to the barn, while the Rangers, 
Blues and Predators made smart adjustments that should keep them on 
course. 

Heck, even the crummy clubs are dreaming large. 

Chicago, Montreal, Philadelphia, Seattle, and Arizona State are 
enthusiastically racing for the bottom and “Tanking Hard for Bedard!” 
knowing that the next-best thing to selling success is marketing the 
future. 

For us, however, the greatest selling point is the unknown: Where will 
Patrick Kane finish his contract year? Will the drama in Winnipeg cool or 
explode? Which breakout superstar or Cinderella squad do we not see 
coming? 

That’s why we watch the games. 

So… is it 7:30 p.m. ET yet? 
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Mark Masters 

 

John Tavares plans to play in Wednesday's season opener.  

"The butterflies never change no matter how many times you go through 
it," the centre said with a smile. "Being Toronto-Montreal, there's nothing 
like it as well. It should be a blast. The start of another journey."  

"It gives the team a jolt and a boost for a sure," said coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "His talent and what he brings to our team makes us that much 
more dynamic and harder to check and defend and all that and then he's 
our captain so having that presence right from the start of the season is 
always good." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) October 11, 2022 

Initially, Tavares was expected to miss the first few games after 
sustaining an oblique strain early in training camp, but following a pair of 
practices this week the 32-year-old is convinced he's ready. Why?  

"Just the way I felt in the contact," Tavares said, "especially with the 
group here the last couple days and the intensity of that physical [play] 
and how I responded afterwards. It only continues to feel better and 
better so that's a really good sign." 

Tavares expects to play in Leafs opener: 'The butterflies never change' 

John Tavares says things are looking good for him to be ready for the 
Maple Leafs' season opener, which he admits he still gets butterflies for. 
Head coach Sheldon Keefe says having tavares available gives the team 
'a jolt and a boost for sure,' adding his presence makes the team that 
much more dynamic. 

Tavares will start in his usual spot on the second line and on the top 
power-play unit, but Keefe expects the Mississauga, Ont., native to be "a 
little behind" after only playing in one pre-season game on Sept. 24. 
Tavares, though, isn't worried. 

"I believe in my game and trust myself," he said. "A lot of work [was] put 
in throughout the off-season and the early part of camp before the injury 
and then even just during the rehab time and the past week here with the 
amount of times I've been on the ice maximizing each rep and each 
opportunity to get myself ready. It is what it is. It's a long season, a long 
grind and I'm just focused on being ready for tomorrow." 

Keefe pointed out that the Leafs have the type of team that can insulate 
players like Tavares, Pierre Engvall (foot injury) and Rasmus Sandin 
(contract stalemate) who missed part of training camp.  

"We have a really deep team and a really good team," noted Keefe. "We 
don't need any one guy coming into the lineup feeling like they have to 
take on too much. That is the nice thing about our group: We can allow 
guys to come in, ease their way back in and take it from there." 

'I believe in my game': Tavares not worried about injury impacting his 
start 

John Tavares missed a good chunk of training camp but he says the 
work he put in during the offseason and trust he has in himself will help 
fill the gaps as he hits the ground running. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
said it is natural that Tavares may be a little behind but believes if he just 
goes out and does his job he will be just fine. 

Canadiens winger Juraj Slafkovsky will make his NHL debut on 
Wednesday. During the NHL combine, Slafkovsky named Auston 
Matthews as his favourite player to watch.  

"He's just good all over the ice, even in the D-zone," Slafkovsky said in 
June. "He's good everywhere and he can score a lot of goals." 

What impression has the latest first overall pick made on Matthews?  

"He looked pretty good in the [pre-season] game we played in Montreal," 
said Matthews. "He's so big and powerful out there. He's a really solid 
player all around." 

Matthews set a record with a four-goal NHL debut back in 2016. He's 
been a fast starter in his NHL career posting nine goals and three assists 
in five season-opening games.  

"It's the first game of the season so I think it's pretty self explanatory why 
it means a lot and it's exciting," Matthews said. "It's the start of a new 
journey, a new season so kind of a clean slate." 

Matthews missed the first three games last season as he continued to 
recover from off-season wrist surgery. 

Leafs Ice Chips: First things first for Matthews and Slafkovsky 

The Maple Leafs will hit the road for their season opener against the 
Canadiens Wednesday which will also mark the regular season debut for 
top pick Juraj Slafkovsky. Auston Matthews shared his first impressions 
of the rookie and recalled what he felt on the day before his NHL debut. 
Mark Masters has more. 

Is this the best goalie tandem Keefe has had as Leafs coach?  

"We were well aware of the fact that we really needed to help both guys 
[Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov] get on track, but when I look at the 
talent and the experience, I would definitely put it that way," the coach 
said. "We have obviously had guys with ability here in the past, but I look 
at Murray's time in the league, his accomplishments, the experience he 
has in winning the Stanley Cups and being a part of great teams. 
Samsonov was a high first-round pick [22nd overall in 2015] and 
performed as a starting goalie in the playoffs last year. We have two guys 
who really give us confidence there." 

Murray will get the season-opening start. 

"It means a lot," said the Thunder Bay, Ont., native, who grew up 
cheering on the Leafs. "There's definitely a lot of excitement for me 
getting that first game and looking to get off on the right foot." 

"He has earned it," said Keefe. "At the same time so has Samsonov, but 
in Murray’s case, he is the guy with more experience. I think it is just 
natural for me to do it that way. We just think it is important to give 
Murray the first game." 

Murray on getting the opening-night start in Montreal: 'It means a lot' 

Matt Murray has been given the start for the Maple Leafs' season opener 
Wednesday against the Canadiens. Murray expressed his excitement to 
get off on the right foot and head coach Sheldon Keefe explained why he 
decides to go with Murray as the opening night starter over Ilya 
Samsonov. 

Defenceman Mark Giordano, 39, will open the season as the quarterback 
of the second power-play unit.  

"He has a lot of experience there," Keefe explained. "We really like what 
he brought to that unit when he came in last season. He is a little more 
willing to shoot the puck from the top and does a good job there with that. 
When the second unit gets out there, they don't have a lot of time. Having 
a little more of a shot mentality there is important." 

The Leafs will have two defencemen on the second unit at times and 
Sandin, 22, did take some reps on the flank during Tuesday's practice.   

"We want to use both," Keefe said. "There is a different skill set and a 
different experience. Gio, being here from day one of camp, has worked 
with that group and all of those kinds of things. It is just a little more 
natural for that to just flow into the season. We will continue to work 
Rasmus into it." 
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TSN.CA / Flames could end Canada’s long Stanley Cup drought 
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Salim Valji 

 

Another National Hockey League season is upon us, and with that come 
predictions that will undoubtedly land on Old Takes Exposed come the 
summer of 2023. 

Armed with new stars Nazem Kadri and Jonathan Huberdeau and the 
reigning Coach of the Year in Darryl Sutter, the Calgary Flames enter the 
season with far greater expectations than this time last year – and a very 
real possibility to end what will be a 30-year Stanley Cup drought for 
Canada when the Final wraps up in June of 2023.  
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TSN.CA / MPs say Hockey Canada probe will continue after departure of 
Smith, board members 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Members of Parliament say they will continue an investigation into 
Hockey Canada’s historical response to sexual assault allegations and 
want answers about any severance package provided to chief executive 
Scott Smith, who left the organization on Tuesday. 

Hockey Canada’s entire board of directors also resigned Tuesday, citing 
the “urgent need for new leadership and perspectives.” 

“This is a step forward, but we’ll be moving ahead with our study,” 
Conservative MP John Nater said in an interview with TSN. “Frankly, 
[Smith’s departure] should have happened months ago. I’m angry.” 

Nater is a member of the Canadian Heritage standing committee, which 
so far has held four hearings scrutinizing Hockey Canada. Witnesses 
have included former Hockey Canada chief executive Tom Renney; 
Smith; Danielle Robitaille, a lawyer hired by Hockey Canada to 
investigate 2018 sexual assault allegations; Sport Minister Pascale St-
Onge; and Hockey Canada’s interim board chair Andrea Skinner, who 
resigned on Sunday. 

Hockey Canada announced the departure of Smith and its board 
Tuesday morning after weeks of intense pressure. Sponsors and 
provincial branch associations have called on the organization to change 
its leadership team. 

The standing committee began a series of public hearings scrutinizing 
Hockey Canada after TSN reported in May that the organization had 
settled a $3.55 million lawsuit filed weeks earlier by a woman who 
alleged she was sexually assaulted in June 2018 by eight former 
Canadian Hockey League players, including at least some who were 
members of the Canada’s 2018 World Juniors team. 

The organization has admitted that players investigated in connection 
with the 2018 alleged assault were never forced to participate in an 
investigation into the incident. Hockey Canada has also confirmed 
reports in The Globe and Mail that it has used player registration fees to 
help create two funds used to cover potential uninsured liabilities, 
including sexual assault allegations. 

While Hockey Canada’s National Equity Fund has been used to settle 
sexual assault claims, the organization has said the second fund, the 
Participants Legacy Trust Fund, has not been used to settle any claims. 

Hockey Canada said an interim management committee would be 
established until a newly constituted board appoints a new CEO to lead 
the organization. The organization did not disclose the members of that 
committee or how they would be selected. Hockey Canada’s next board 
election is scheduled for Dec. 17. Tuesday’s statement said the departing 
board members would not seek re-election. 

Nater said that the Canadian public deserves to know whether Smith 
received a severance package in connection with his departure. 

“We need to know if there was a payout, how much of a payout there 
was, and what funds were used for that payout,” Nater said. 

He also said he is concerned that Hockey Canada’s nominating 
committee, which is accepting board member applications, is chaired by 
Mike Bruni, a former Hockey Canada board chair who was last on the 
organization’s board in 2014. 

“This process of a board election must not only be free and independent, 
it must be seen to be free and independent,” Nater said. “This is a one 
and only opportunity for Hockey Canada to make a meaningful change. 
They cannot mess this up.” 

Other members of Hockey Canada’s nominating committee are former 
Price Waterhouse Coopers director Jane Hu, former Coaches 
Association of Ontario executive director Susan Kitchen, former chair of 
the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada chair Mick Ryan, senior 
Indigenous advisor with the Government of Saskatchewan’s Ministry of 
Agriculture Kallie Wood, and Canadian Sport Institute Pacific director 
Anthony Wright. 

Liberal MP Anthony Housefather said in an interview that while the 
departure of Smith as well as the Hockey Canada board was positive but 
“there are lingering questions, such as who makes up the interim 
management committee. The announcement becomes much less 
compelling if we find that the [interim management committee] is made 
up of people who surrounded Smith and were involved in the handling of 
the 2018 allegations.” 

Hockey Canada has not said whether the organization’s other senior 
executives - such as chief financial officer Brian Cairo, vice-president of 
hockey operations and national teams Scott Salmond, and vice-president 
of member engagement Darren Cossar - will remain employed. 

“There is no doubt our inquiry will continue,” NDP MP Peter Julian said. 
“There should be interest in eventually having the new Hockey Canada 
CEO before the committee to finally get answers to questions that have 
not been answered, and to re-establish credibility with the Canadian 
public. Smith’s departure was the right decision, but by no means does it 
mean that everything is resolved. 

“The proof will be in the process. Will the board include people who have 
been critical of Hockey Canada in the past? The process for appointing a 
new board needs to be transparent and it cannot be a board who feels its 
role is rubber stamping. It must be a board that is robust and willing to 
push back and uphold the highest of Canadian values. The decision 
today is a first step in a very long road.” 
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TSN.CA / The path to the playoffs for Canada’s seven NHL teams 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Technically, the National Hockey League opened the regular season this 
past weekend, with the Nashville Predators and San Jose Sharks playing 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 12, 2022 

 

a two-game set in Prague. But meaningful puck drop – where the rest of 
the league, including the seven Canadian teams, get started – comes 
this week, and from there, a six-month sprint to the playoffs. 

Speaking of the playoffs, Game 83 and beyond is where a lot of 
Canadian teams figure to be at the end of the season. Yes, some teams 
have higher base forecasts than others: the Toronto Maple Leafs in the 
Atlantic Division, and the Edmonton Oilers in the Pacific Division, are two 
examples where expectations are a fair bit higher than just playoff 
qualification. 

There is a lot of hope in Canada right now – perhaps save for an in-the-
thick-of-rebuilding team like the Montreal Canadiens. That optimism 
raises an interesting question: How many Canadian teams can we 
expect to qualify for the postseason, and what is the path for each team? 

Betting markets offer some insight into this. If we look at revised playoff 
odds, we can see how Vegas – the bookmakers, not the hockey team – 
perceives each of the seven Canadian clubs’ chances at qualifying for 
the playoffs. (Note: I did not back out the “rake” the sportsbooks take on 
these futures prices, so true implied odds are probably a tick lower than 
shown.) 

No team in the NHL has better implied playoff odds than the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche at nearly 99 per cent – not a 
shocker there, but the decisiveness of it is staggering and a testament to 
how talented and how deep that organization is right now. On the low 
end, there is little hope for the Arizona Coyotes and Chicago 
Blackhawks, clocking in under 6 per cent. 

Let’s look at the Canadian teams, and where we see downside risks 
emerging for the likely contenders, and upside potential for the 
underdogs: 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

- Second-highest implied playoff odds (92 per cent) 

- Projected to finish first in Atlantic Division 

With Toronto’s playoff track record being so futile, there’s little – if 
anything – the Maple Leafs can do to win over their fans before playoff 
hockey begins. That said, it’s hard not to be very confident in this team 
reaching the postseason. The Maple Leafs have accrued more standings 
points than all but five teams in the Kyle Dubas era, averaging 105.4 
(prorated per 82 games) per regular season. The Maple Leafs, not 
dissimilar to rival organizations in Tampa Bay and Boston, have enjoyed 
the luxuries of playing in a top-heavy Atlantic Division, where there have 
been an abundance of minnows and rebuilding teams. They will again 
this year, though we expect to see a little tightening from improvement 
across the bottom-half of the division. 

Where’s the risk? 

In net, of course. Toronto has succeeded despite porous goaltending as 
recently as last year, but there is no doubt the Maple Leafs are carrying 
an exceptional degree of risk in net with a prospective Matt Murray and 
Ilya Samsonov tandem. Until Murray shows he can (a) be durable; and 
(b) can perform at the level we saw down the stretch last year, or a few 
seasons ago in Pittsburgh, league prognosticators will remain bearish. 
And Samsonov offers little reprieve if Murray doesn’t rebound. One of the 
deepest teams in the league is as deep as a puddle in net, and 
goaltending stinging Toronto this regular season is well inside of the 
range of outcomes. 

Edmonton Oilers 

- Fifth-highest implied playoff odds (88 per cent) 

- Projected to finish first in Pacific Division 

If Toronto is Canada’s best bet for a playoff representative in the Eastern 
Conference, it’s the Edmonton Oilers in the Western Conference. The 
Oilers have deepened a once top-heavy lineup and, with the dynamic 
superstar tandem of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl at the top of the 

lineup, have the type of firepower to buzz saw most opponents again this 
season. This duo combined for 99 goals a season ago and once again 
championed one of the league’s more dynamic offences – last season’s 
team averaged 3.5 goals per game, and the lion’s share of that lineup is 
returning in Jay Woodcroft’s first full season behind the bench. 

Where’s the risk? 

Like Toronto, Edmonton’s goaltending situation has been a bit untenable 
for a few seasons now, with a challenged Mikko Koskinen and an aged 
Mike Smith holding down the fort in the previous couple of seasons. But 
Edmonton, with a bit more cap space and an insatiable appetite to find 
stability in net, decided to take a different approach than Toronto. Rather 
than bargain shop, the Oilers gave starter Jack Campbell a five-year, 
$25-million dollar contract. Campbell has a lengthy track record of 
producing (91.6 per cent career stop rate) but is also fresh off one of his 
worst seasons, where he gave up eight goals more than expected in 49 
starts. There’s plenty of reason to trust Campbell, but behind a 
sometimes overly amenable Oilers defence, this will be something to 
watch. 

Calgary Flames 

- Seventh-highest implied playoff odds (87 per cent) 

- Projected to finish second in Pacific Division 

Where does one even begin summarizing the Calgary off-season? The 
Flames took one of the league’s most dominant teams and detonated it 
in stunning fashion, with Johnny Gaudreau off to Columbus and Matthew 
Tkachuk to Florida. In a normal off-season, those two moves alone would 
be a lot to digest. But the Flames backfilled both losses by acquiring big 
talent from external markets, bringing Nazem Kadri, MacKenzie Weegar 
(freshly extended!), and Jonathan Huberdeau into the fold. Huberdeau 
will be a fascinating player to track this year. The 29-year-old winger 
finished third in league scoring with a high-flying Panthers offence last 
season, amassing 115 points. He’s always been a rare distributor and 
playmaker, and we will see if that continues with his new organization. 

Where’s the risk? 

For starters, no winning team experienced more year-over-year change 
than the Flames, and the bar from last season is so impossibly high it 
would seem difficult to clear. To the extent that team chemistry was a 
contributor to last year’s success – well, that’s something that’s going to 
need to be rebuilt on the fly by Darryl Sutter and company. And I still 
think this team needs one or two of their projected top-nine wingers to 
take a step forward this year – with Calgary’s newfound centre talent, 
players like Blake Coleman, Dillon Dube, and Tyler Toffoli will be 
expected to produce. 

Vancouver Canucks 

- 19th-highest implied playoff odds (55 per cent) 

- Projected to finish fifth in Pacific Division 

Oddsmakers see Vancouver right around the playoff cutline, and why 
wouldn’t they? Last year’s team was impressively mediocre (+13), though 
we saw more life under new head coach Bruce Boudreau. But that’s the 
frustrating part with this lineup and franchise right now – there’s more 
than enough talent here to deliver a playoff contender, certainly so 
across their forward group, and one berth in the prior five seasons just 
isn’t good enough. Combine the talent across their forward group with a 
bona fide first-pairing anchor in Quinn Hughes and a lockdown 
goaltender like Thatcher Demko, and it should be enough to see Game 
83 in a softer Pacific Division. But I’ve said that before! 

Where’s the risk? 

We need to see this talented group of forwards generate meaningful 
offence and sustain it, particularly at even strength. Despite the obvious 
talent across the top nine, the Canucks forwards can go through lengthy 
periods where they struggle to generate dangerous offence, often 
pushed to the perimeter or stuck in a gummed-up game in the neutral 
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zone. I suspect some of this has to do with a very weak blueline that, 
absent a player like Hughes, has a whale of time exiting the defensive 
zone and cleanly transitioning the puck. It puts way more defensive 
workload on the forward group and mutes its overall production. Look at 
last season: the Canucks, with a similar lineup at even strength, finished 
20th in scoring (2.4 goals per 60). The year before they were 19th in 
scoring, with 2.4 goals per 60. The year before that the Canucks were 
17th in scoring, at 2.6 goals per 60. You get the point. 

Winnipeg Jets 

- 21st-highest implied playoff odds (38 per cent) 

- Projected to finish sixth in Central Division 

If you were in a coma or decided to step away from hockey this summer, 
you may be curious to know what the Jets did to improve on last year’s 
disappointing finish. The answer is very little, preparing to dress a lineup 
virtually indiscernible from that of year’s past. In fairness to Winnipeg’s 
front office, the team is betting on two material changes coming from 
internal pieces. Mark Scheifele, Blake Wheeler, and Nikolaj Ehlers all 
missed meaningful time, and hopefully will be more available for new 
head coach Rick Bowness. They also need a young player like Cole 
Perfetti to step up and solidify one of the spots for an otherwise talent-
depleted right wing position. Perfetti was nearly a point-per-game player 
in AHL Manitoba last year and, considering his draft pedigree from two 
years with the Saginaw Spirit, is a plausible breakout candidate inside of 
Winnipeg’s top six. 

Where’s the upside? 

This Winnipeg lineup looks very top-heavy once again, and unless we 
get supernova seasons from players like Ehlers, Scheifele, Kyle Connor 
and the like (though we did to a large degree last season), it’s going to be 
an uphill fight to qualify for the postseason. But the Jets have a wild card 
at their disposal many teams do not. Goaltender Connor Hellebuyck is 
the ultimate eraser and even in a relative down year like last season, he 
still stopped 91.1 per cent of shots and erased 14 goals versus expected. 
If Hellebuyck can bring those numbers closer to his career high-water 
marks (2019-20: 92.2 per cent stop rate, 20 goals saved above 
expected), Winnipeg instantly looks like a tougher out. 

Ottawa Senators 

- 22nd-highest implied playoff odds (32 per cent) 

- Projected to finish fifth in Atlantic Division 

On the very short list of teams primed to breakout and disrupt the 
standings picture as we know it are the Ottawa Senators. Ottawa willfully 
decided to blow up the core parts of their roster five years ago, moving 
into a deep rebuild filled with multi-goal losses and, bluntly, difficult-to-
watch hockey. But my have things changed. Ottawa’s prospects are now 
young and established NHL players, and the team’s bullishness on the 
futures of players like Josh Norris and Tim Stützle – who combined for 57 
goals last season – was met with long-term contract extensions this 
summer. For the first time in quite a while, there is going to be pressure 
back in the Ottawa market to deliver a playoff-calibre lineup. And though 
oddsmakers still see their qualification as less likely than more, a fifth-
place finish in the Atlantic could be enough to snag a wild-card spot. 

Where’s the upside? 

If you are sleeping on Ottawa’s forwards, do me a favour and stop. The 
Senators are preparing to dress one of the more formidable top nines in 
the entire league, and the fact that most of these pieces – save for the 
veteran Claude Giroux, a key free-agent signing this summer – are very 
early in their careers should scare the rest of the Atlantic Division. The 
fact the organization can append a player like Giroux and Alex DeBrincat 
(41 goals a season ago) to a core group of playmakers that were 
productive playing with inferior talent is scary. And even if Ottawa’s 
breakthrough as a team doesn’t come this year, I would be stunned if the 
offence was quiet this regular season. 

Montreal Canadiens 

- 30th-highest implied playoff odds (6 per cent) 

- Projected to finish eighth in Atlantic Division 

It’s a rebuilding year. It will be deep, and painful. But Canadiens fans 
could – and perhaps should – embrace the organizational reset ongoing 
in Montreal right now. We witnessed a similar blow-it-up moment in 
Ottawa a few years ago, and now we are looking at a lineup that’s 
teeming with established professionals and capable prospects ready to 
make the jump. It simply takes time. The wins and losses won’t matter as 
much as the individual player evaluations. Core pieces like Nick Suzuki 
are going to have to hold the proverbial fort down as the team transitions 
through this period, and young names – starting with 21-year-old Cole 
Caufield, 21-year-old Kirby Dach, and 18-year-old Juraj Slafkovsky – will 
be must-watches for Montreal’s evaluation team, and head coach Martin 
St. Louis. 

Where’s the upside? 

It’s not this year. This team isn’t qualifying for the playoffs. But if St. Louis 
can get production from the pieces who figure to be around beyond this 
season, it’ll be an organizational win. 
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