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Six quick takeaways from Carolina Hurricanes season-opening win over Blue Jackets

By Chip Alexander 
As openers go, it was all the Carolina Hurricanes and their 
fans wanted Wednesday at PNC Arena. 

The building was loud and packed, the atmosphere festive. 
In pregame introductions, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
received the longest ovation and was appreciative of it, even 
a bit emotional. 
The Canes, beginning their 25th anniversary season, then 
took a solid 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets, falling 
behind early in the second period and then taking control of 
the game, earning a standing “O” at game’s end. 
After forward Seth Jarvis tied the score 1-1, defenseman 
Brady Skjei scored late in the second for a 2-1 lead. Martin 
Necas , who had a goal and two assists, and Andrei 
Svechnikov then scored in the third for the Canes, who will 
play their next five games on the road with the State Fair up 
and running. 
Goalie Frederik Andersen got the job done in net with 31 
saves for the Canes as both teams got their share of shots 
and had the fans chanting “Fred-die! Fred-die!” in the third 
period. Andersen’s stop of a Justin Danforth shot in the 
second came moments before Skjei scored the go-ahead 
goal with 1:30 left in the period. 
The Blue Jackets, with newcomer Johnny Gaudreau playing 
his first game, pressured the Canes in the first period and 
Patrik Laine scored 11 seconds into the second period. But 
Laine later left with an injury and the Canes began to assert 
themselves, with all four lines productive. 
“It wasn’t a great start, for sure,” Brind’Amour said of the 
sloppy first period. “We were definitely behind the 8-ball in 
the pace of the game, but Freddie played really, really well 
and made some real big saves at key times.  
“I thought the third period it started looking a little more like 
how we want to do it. We were able, I wouldn’t say take over 
the game, but put it home.” 

Fans celebrates with Carolina during the Storm Surge after 
the Hurricanes’ 4-1 victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets 

at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022. 
Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com  

Quick takeaways from Hurricanes vs Blue Jackets  

▪ Jaccob Slavin and Brent Burns work smoothly together. 
The two defensemen look like they’ve been partners for a 
few seasons, reading and reacting well off each other.  
Burns is a physical type but Slavin had one of the hardest 
smacks of the game, putting a shoulder into the Blue 
Jackets’ Johnny Gaudreau and putting No. 13 on the ice. 
▪ Andersen hadn’t been in a game that counted since his 
knee injury at Colorado last season. The Canes’ goalie got 
plenty of work and faced a number of tips and deflections 
among the 32 shots he saw. 
“I felt good, I felt sharp,” Andersen said. “Got to see some 
shots early on and kind of settled in. It was nice. There’s 
always that excitement in the very first game and I’m happy 
with the way we came out.” 
▪ Prediction: Seth Jarvis had 17 goals as a rookie last 
season. The winger will have considerably more this season 
and is willing to pay the price to score ‘em. 
▪ Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has always wanted Martin 
Necas, who has speed and skill, to be better without the 
puck. Necas was Wednesday in scoring his first of the 
season, first forcing a turnover in the Columbus zone, then 
converting with a low shot off a Derek Stepan pass that 
nicked the post. 
“He’s one of those guys where we know there’s so much 
more there,” Brind’Amour said. “For him to feel good about 
his game I think it’s going to be huge.” 
Necas was asked after the game how many times last 
season he forced a turnover before scoring. “Probably zero?” 
he said, smiling. 
▪ When Andrei Svechnikov shoots, good things often happen 
for Carolina.  
▪ Signing veteran Derek Stepan to a contract? Good 
decision. And Jack Drury will play some for the Canes this 
season. 

 
Amid high expectations for new season, Hurricanes’ opening win checks many boxes 
By Luke DeCock 
You could probably draw up a better way to start a season, 
but this didn’t take a whole lot of imagination or leave a 
whole lot of room for improvement.  
The Carolina Hurricanes were back to begin in the same 
place the last ended, that disappointment not forgotten — 
never forgotten — but washed away first by the anticipation 
of a promising new campaign and then the jubilation of a 
raucous home win that checked most of the boxes the crowd 
wanted to see checked. 
Also checked: Johnny Gaudreau, onto his posterior by 
Jaccob Slavin, Lady Byng chances be damned. 
What did the people, a standing-room crowd of 18,824, want 
to see? A deft goal from Seth Jarvis. Andrei Svechnikov 
catching the goalie napping. A three-point night from Martin 
Necas as he begins the most important season of his career. 

It’s not a comprehensive list but it’s a full one, and for all that 
the triumphant return of Frederik Andersen was probably at 
the top in this 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
Left helpless on Patrik Laine’s opening goal, Andersen was 
impeccable after that, giving the Hurricanes a chance to get 
back into the game and, eventually, find their stride. And he 
tops the list because the last game the Hurricanes played 
before this one, Andersen was watching from the press box 
in a suit as Antti Raanta went down against the New York 
Rangers in Game 7, not that the game and series hadn’t 
already been decided at that point. 
Raanta played well enough to get the Hurricanes that far, but 
the what-might-have-been if Andersen had been healthy is 
probably the regret, among many, that will linger longest 
from how that season ended. Not that the Hurricanes didn’t 
try to address their inability to score when it mattered most, 
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but seeing Andersen back in net — and playing like this — 
certainly brings back some of the good vibes the Hurricanes 
took into the last postseason. 
As for everyone else, the Hurricanes did what they do. They 
weathered a slapdash first period, overfueled on emotion, 
then played their way back into the game and slowly wore 
the Blue Jackets down until they had no edge left. 
Paul Stastny has been on the other side of that many times, 
enough to savor his first time being the grinder instead of the 
grindee. 
“It’s different. It’s a lot of work,” said Stastny, who picked up 
a point in his Hurricanes debut. “But as the game went on, I 
got better. The first period, even I was — you’re nervous 
because you’re learning a new system. You’re going really 
hard or you’re caught in the middle.” 
And while Brind’Amour certainly had confidence his team 
would find its game eventually, it was heartening to see that 

familiar progression on the first night, even with all the new 
players in the lineup. 
“At the end of the day you want to get the win first,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And you want to see us, are we starting 
to play the way we want to. That was encouraging before the 
end. The good news for me is we got the win, but we’ve got 
a ton to work on. A lot of the new guys aren’t to where they 
really need to be. They’re not quite there. That’ll catch up.” 
So it ended well, this first of many. It started well, too. 
Brind’Amour wasn’t expecting the ovation he got when the 
coaching staff was introduced in that opening-night ritual, but 
it was prolonged and emotional — a reminder, in this 25th 
season, that what happened before matters, as much as 
what comes next, and this was just the beginning of that. 
And as beginnings goes, this will do.

 

 

 
 
Necas’ 3 points leads Hurricanes to season-opening win 

By Cory Lavalette 
RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes had to wait about 30 
extra minutes to truly show up for the 2022-23 season. Once 
they did, the visiting Columbus Blue Jackets didn’t stand a 
chance. 
Martin Necas had a goal and two assists, Frederik Andersen 
made 31 saves and the Hurricanes used a suffocating third 
period to pull away from and beat the Blue Jackets 4-1 in 
front of a sellout crowd at Wednesday’s NHL season opener 
at PNC Arena. 
“You want to get the win, that’s the first thing,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “And then you want to see, 
‘Are we starting to play the way we want to?’ That was 
encouraging toward the end.” 
Necas was the player who, perhaps more than anyone, 
needed to start his season on the right foot, and he did just 
that. 
“I tried to build myself in the summer to be a different player 
this year,” Necas said, “and obviously it’s good to have this 
kind of start, especially in a win for the boys.” 
Necas created the go-ahead goal late in the second period, 
using his speed to push back defenders before curling and 
setting up Brady Skjei for a slap shot that hit Columbus 
defenseman Zach Werenski in front and went in the 
Columbus net for a 2-1 Carolina lead with 90 seconds left in 
the middle frame. 
“He put it right on a tee for me,” Skjei said. “I was just trying 
to hit the net and luckily it went in.” 
Necas then got a goal of his own. He forced a turnover on 
the forecheck and benefited from a scramble in front of Blue 

Jackets rookie goalie Daniil Tarasov — who made 39 saves 
after being named Columbus’ opening night starter when No. 
1 goalie Elvis Merzlikins fell ill. Derek Stepan poked the puck 
over to Necas, who shot past a lurching Tarasov to extend 
the lead to 3-1 at 6:29 of the final period. 
“It was actually my buddy,” Necas said of forcing Czech 
countryman Jakub Voracek into the turnover. “I think he was 
just kind of waiting until I’m gonna hold him and get the 
penalty. Fortunately, I had a good bounce there, the guys 
made a nice play and I had, basically, an empty net.” 
He then assisted on Carolina’s final goal, getting the puck to 
Andrei Svechnikov for a seemingly harmless shot that 
trickled through Tarasov at 9:18 of the third for a 4-1 
Hurricanes lead. 
“We know there’s so much more there,” Brind’Amour said of 
Necas. “And so for him to just feel good about his game, I 
think, is gonna be huge.” 
In all, Carolina outshot Columbus 20-8 in the third period and 
43-32 for the game. 
“The first period was a little slow, a little sluggish,” Skjei said. 
“But we bounced back — I think that’s what this team does 
— and got to got to our game the second, third period and 
got a bunch of shots on net.” 
After an opening 20 minutes without a goal, Columbus 
quickly took the lead at the start of the second period. 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin wheeled the puck 
around the boards in the Carolina end to Jesper Fast, but 
Werenski pinched from the point and forced a turnover. He 
tapped the puck to Patrik Laine, and the Columbus sniper 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

slid to the right circle and wristed a shot past Andersen for a 
1-0 lead just 11 seconds into the middle frame. 
That was all the damage Laine — who now has 10 goals in 
20 career games against Carolina — would do after he 
suffered an injury in the second period that knocked him out 
for the balance of the game. 
The Hurricanes answered Laine’s goal quickly. 
Sebastian Aho won a puck battle in the Columbus end and 
the puck squirted out to Seth Jarvis, who headed toward the 
net and lifted a backhand over Tarasov’s blocker, off the post 
and in to tie the game at 5:12 of the period. 

Notes: Columbus seemed to take the lead in the second 
period, but Cole Sillinger’s goal was taken off the board after 
the Hurricanes successfully challenged for offsides. … 
Necas had the sixth three-point game of his career. … Paul 
Stastny recorded his first point with the Hurricanes, earning 
an assist on Svechnikov’s goal. … Defenseman Brett Pesce 
finished plus-4 on the night. … Defenseman Brent Burns had 
six shots on goal and 13 shot attempts, both team highs, in 
his Hurricanes debut. … Both teams went 0 for 2 on the 
power play. 

 
Category 5: Hurricanes open 2022-23 season 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It’s finally here, the start of the 2022-23 hockey 
season for the Carolina Hurricanes. The team opens at 
home on Wednesday against the visiting Blue Jackets before 
hitting the road for five games over nearly two weeks. 

Tough decisions 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour has a full 23-man roster to start the 
season — 13 forwards, eight defensemen and two goalies — 
which means there will be decisions to be made each game 
night. 
“It’s never easy for them, but everyone gets it,” he said of 
having three healthy extras on opening night. “We’re gonna 
need everyone at some point, so you gotta have that depth, 
and we’re fortunate to have that.” 
For Wednesday, it looks like defensemen Ethan Bear and 
Dylan Coghlan will be in the press box, joined by forward 
Stefan Noesen. 
Here are the lines from the morning skate: 
Teravainen — Aho — Jarvis 
Svechnikov — Kotkaniemi — Necas 
Stastny — Staal — Fast 
Martinook — Stepan — Kase 
Slavin — Burns 
Skjei — Pesce 
de Haan — Chatfield 
Andersen 
Raanta 

Opening night butterflies 

Every first game brings some excitement and butterflies. 
“The first game of preseason, first thing the regular season, 
you’ve been waiting so long,” newcomer Paul Stastny, 
starting his 17th season, said Wednesday morning. “So the 
build-up kind of happens and then once you get that first shift 
out of the way, first period, and you just get more and more 
comfortable every second that passes.” 
Stastny, by the way, had an opening night hat trick back in 
2007 with Colorado in his second NHL season. 
Goalie Frederik Andersen, who is about even-keeled as they 
come, admitted opening night always feels a little different. 
“There’s always that jitters. … I think sometimes maybe the 
excitement is being mistaken for nerves,” he said. “We’re all 
working towards this day for now, and that’s what you look 
forward to all summer, to get back in a real game, game 
action. So that’s the excitement.” 

Mr. Andersen 

Andersen will get the start in net. He comes off a season in 
which he was 35-14-3 with a .922 save percentage and 2.17 
goals-against average, finished fourth in Vezina Trophy 
voting and helped Carolina win the Jennings Trophy for 
allowing the fewest goals. That silenced many who doubted 
he could carry the load in Raleigh after losing his starting job 
in Toronto the year before. 
“It was nice to prove I still had something left,” he said 
following Tuesday’s practice. “It’s always tough to say, but I 
was happy to get a chance on a really good team last year, 
and again it looks like we have another really good team.” 
Unfortunately, he was injured in the regular season and 
missed the postseason, meaning there’s unfinished business 
as he enters the final year of his two-year contract. It starts 
with a sold-out PNC Arena that is sure to be loud. 
“It over-delivered my expectations,” Andersen said of the 
crowd last season at PNC Arena. 

Jackets required 

Carolina will face the new-look Blue Jackets in their opener. 
The biggest addition is Johnny Gaudreau, who shocked the 
league by signing a mega-deal worth $68.25 million over 
seven years with Columbus in the offseason. 
The 29-year-old winger picked a good time to have a career 
year, scoring 40 goals and totaling 115 points with the 
Flames last season. 
Gaudreau will be without linemates Elias Lindholm (still in 
Calgary) and Matthew Tkachuk (traded to Florida) but will 
have another dangerous running mate in Patrik Laine with 
his 176 goals in 407 career regular season games. Boone 
Jenner will center the top line. 
There’s plenty of top-end talent — Zach Werenski is an 
offensive weapon on defense, and 21-year-old Yegor 
Chinakhov led the NHL with six preseason goals — but the 
Blue Jackets will need to prove they can keep the puck out of 
their own net and get contributions down the lineup. 
One familiar face we’ll be seeing tonight: Jake Bean, who 
returns to Raleigh to play his fourth career game against the 
team that drafted him 13th overall in 2016. He had two 
assists in his one game at PNC Arena last year, helping 
Columbus to a 6-0 win. 

Rookie in goal 

Columbus goalie of the future Daniil Tarasov will start in net 
after No. 1 Elvis Merzlikins was ruled out of the opener with 
an illness. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

It will be the fifth career appearance for the 23-year-old 
Russian, and one of those came in relief of Merzlikins last 
season against the Hurricanes. He stopped 31 of 33 shots in 
what wound up a 7-4 Carolina win on New Year’s Day in 
Columbus. 
Tarasov — who was once a teammate of Andrei Svechnikov 
on Russia’s World Junior Under-18 team — also started the 

Blue Jackets’ preseason game in Raleigh, allowing three 
goals in nearly 24 minutes before being relieved by Jet 
Greaves in an 8-1 thumping. 
Greaves was recalled Wednesday to back up Tarasov with 
Merzlikins unavailable, leading to 2021 fifth overall pick Kent 
Johnson being assigned to the AHL to make room.

 
Hurricanes’ silver anniversary bring championship hopes 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It took until the eighth game at PNC Arena for 
the Carolina Hurricanes to lose on home ice in last year’s 
playoffs. 
It also marked the end of their season. 
The Hurricanes dispatched in Bruins in seven games in the 
first round, winning all four games in Raleigh to advance past 
an opponent that had given them postseason fits. 
Then came a second round series with the Rangers. 
Carolina and New York split the first six games, with the 
home team coming out on top in each, setting up Game 7 in 
Raleigh. 
The Hurricanes fell flat, losing 6-2 in front of the home crowd 
to end their season well short of the goal of winning a 
Stanley Cup. 
On Wednesday, coach Rod Brind’Amour’s team gets to start 
over, and the Hurricanes will do it where last season ended 
— at PNC Arena when they face the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 
Carolina’s best players return for another crack at claiming 
Lord Stanley’s chalice, but the Hurricanes added more 
firepower — on both offense and defense — and appear, on 
paper, deeper than ever. 
Here are a few things to watch as Carolina opens its 25th 
season since relocating to the Old North State. 

“A Burns for all Seasons” 

I might as well get the first Montgomery Burns/“The 
Simpsons” joke out of the way before Carolina’s season 
officially begins. Brent Burns is the shiny new Gummi Venus 
de Milo on the Hurricanes’ roster. 
The 6-foot-5, 230-pound defenseman has made himself at 
home both in the locker room and alongside Jaccob Slavin 
on the top defensive pair. 
The 37-year-old Burns can’t be expected to still be the player 
who three times scored 20 goals in a season and won the 
Norris Trophy as the league’s top defenseman in 2017. But 
make no mistake, he’s an upgrade over Tony DeAngelo 
(traded to Philadelphia in the offseason) and is no run-of-the-
mill aging blueliner. 
Both Brind’Amour and strength coach Bill Burniston have 
raved about Burns’ conditioning and work ethic, and anyone 
playing alongside Slavin is sure to boost anyone’s play. 
As Springfield’s oldest resident would say: “Excellent.” 

Time to turn the corner 

Brind’Amour’s top three lines have been pretty consistent 
throughout the preseason. Teuvo Teravainen and Seth 
Jarvis flank star center Sebastian Aho on the top line, while 
captain Jordan Staal is in the middle of Jesper Fast and 
newcomer Paul Stastny — replacing the departed Nino 
Niederreiter — on the team’s shutdown line. 

And then there’s the trio of Andrei Svechnikov, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Martin Necas. 
Svechnikov, coming off his first 30-goal season, looks even 
stronger and faster this year, and he seems poised to lift off 
into superstardom. 
Then there are his two running mates. Kotkaniemi takes over 
for Vincent Trocheck — who exited Carolina after the loss to 
the Rangers only to sign with New York — a year removed 
from the offer sheet that brought him to Raleigh from 
Montreal. 
He played just over 12 minutes a game a season ago, and 
adding about 50% more ice time and high-end talents on his 
wings set him up for a breakout season. 
Necas is coming off a difficult season but looks revitalized. 
He’s bigger without losing his top-level speed and seems to 
have regained the confidence he lost during a tough contract 
year. 
The duo combined for 69 points last season. If they can get 
to 100 or so this year, it will be a success. 

Not out of their depth 

Jack Drury learned quickly what competition for ice time will 
be like in Carolina. Expected to be the team’s fourth line 
center, the rookie instead found himself reassigned to the 
AHL’s Chicago Wolves after a mediocre camp. 
Brind’Amour said Monday that Drury still “has a bright 
future,” but the move made a statement: A spot in Raleigh 
will be earned, not given. 
Defenseman Calvin de Haan and Derek Stepan both did just 
that, getting contracts after coming to camp on professional 
tryouts, and journeyman Stefan Noesen went from leading 
the AHL in goals with the Wolves a year ago to a spot on the 
opening roster with the Hurricanes. 
Meanwhile, Jordan Martinook was sent through waivers in a 
cap move, but it still showed the team was still willing to risk 
losing one of its alternate captains because of the other 
options on hand. That team is glad No. 48 is still around, but 
he too will have to scratch and claw for a spot on the ice 
each night. 
New addition Ondrej Kase, if he can stay healthy, could 
make his way into the top nine, even the top six, if he thrives 
or anyone falters. 
On defense, returning players Ethan Bear and Jalen 
Chatfield will need to fight past both de Haan and newcomer 
Dylan Coghlan for time on the third pair. 
It makes for a lot of decisions for the coaching staff. 
“We’re gonna have extra players, and they’re all not gonna 
play,” Brind’Amour said Monday, “and that’s where it gets 
tough. … It’s a good problem to have. If we’re healthy, that’s 
gonna be an issue probably all year.” 
And if the Hurricanes can end their season with a win on 
PNC Arena ice, those issues will all be forgotten.
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Hurricanes beat Blue Jackets in opener, 18,824 Caniacs fill the stands 
By Bob Sutton, Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Wednesday night marked a thrilling 
season opener for Carolina Hurricanes, who defeated the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 4-1. 
The Canes played on home ice at PNC Arena, and 18,824 
Caniacs filled the space with a lot of energy. With an 
impressive pre-season in their bag, fans hope the win sets 
the tone for the journey to winning the Stanley Cup Trophy. 
Martin Necas had a goal and two assists and Carolina 
Hurricanes took time to get in the groove before beating 
Columbus Blue Jackets 4-1 in the season opener for both 
teams Wednesday night. 
Seth Jarvis, Brady Skjei and Andrei Svechnikov also scored 
for the Hurricanes, who’ve won four consecutive opening 
games. The start of the season brought the usual energy. 
“I couldn’t even nap today,” Necas said. “I was excited to get 
here.” 
Patrick Laine had the Columbus goal, giving the Blue 
Jackets a brief second-period lead. He departed later in the 
period with an upper-body injury. 
Frederik Andersen made 31 saves for the Hurricanes. 
Columbus turned to Daniil Tarasov as the surprise opening-
night starter because top netminder Elvis Merzilikins was ill. 
Tarasov, who appeared in his fifth NHL game, made 39 
saves. 
“We were fine through two (periods). We really were,” Blue 
Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “Then they took over. We 
didn’t have a response.” 
The Hurricanes would like to churn out another stellar 
opening stretch. They won their first nine games last season. 
“The third period we started looking a little more like how we 
want to do it,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The 
good news for me is we got the win, but we’ve got a ton to 
work on.” 
Necas began his points-producing spree by assisting on 
Skjei’s go-ahead goal with 1:30 to play in the second period. 
The Hurricanes were in transition, but Skjei spotted up inside 
the blueline and Necas delivered a pass back to him to set 
up the shot. 
“It’s always nice (to be so open),” Skjei said. “Just trying to 
hit the net.” 
Necas then scored 6:29 into the third period off a rebound. 
Less than three minutes later, he recorded the primary assist 
on Svechnikov’s goal. 
“We got kind of in the flow and playing our game,” Necas 
said. 
Laine scored the first goal 11 seconds into the second period 
following a Carolina turnover. He has 10 goals in 20 career 
games against Carolina. 
The injury to Laine put a damper on the hype of a new 
season after he produced a point per game (56 in 56 games) 
last season. 
Larsen said navigating injuries is part of getting through a 
season. 

“We’ll move forward and see where it goes,” he said. 
WELCOME THEM ALL 
A few players made debuts with their respective teams. 
Six-time All-Star Johnny Gaudreau was in the Columbus 
lineup. He also was groomed alongside Laine in the 
preseason. 
“They were building something,” Larsen said of the 
linemates. 
Gaudreau said playing for a new team after a career 
exclusively with the Calgary Flames brought an array of 
emotions. 
“Wanted to get off to the right start and get a win,” he said. 
Meanwhile, defenseman Brent Burns played in his 680th 
consecutive game – but first for Carolina – to move into sole 
possession for the 10th longest streak in NHL history. 
“He’s going to do everything for us,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s 
going to score a lot of big goals and make a lot of great 
plays, defend and I know he’s going to stand up for his 
teammates when he feels like he needs to.” 
Paul Stastny, another veteran in his first game for the 
Hurricanes, assisted on the team’s fourth goal. He’s 
beginning his 17th NHL season. He has 16 points in season-
opening games in his career. 
LET HIM HEAR IT 
Brind’Amour, who’s starting his fifth season as coach, 
received a tremendous ovation during pregame 
introductions. The captain of the franchise’s 2006 Stanley 
Cup championship team has directed the team to 
consecutive division championships as coach. 
“I wasn’t expecting that. It means a lot to me, what I can I 
say,” Brind’Amour said. “When you get that kind of ovation, 
it’s special. We’ve got a great thing here and I appreciate the 
people.” 

 
Gold: Canes add strength to strength in hopes of deep 
playoff run 
By Adam Gold 

FINALLY! 
Four and a half months removed from the unceremonial end 
to the Carolina Hurricanes’ fourth straight playoff run the 
team takes the ice Wednesday night against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets at PNC Arena. 

Game 7 against the New York Rangers was lemon juice in 
the Canes’ paper cut. The inability to score coupled with a 
New York power play operating at peak efficiency doomed 
Carolina to a second round exit for the second consecutive 
year. 
 
Some called it regression. “Why isn’t Carolina getting 
better?” I guess, that’s natural. The Hurricanes got to the 
Eastern Conference Finals in 2019, and that somehow 
became the bar over which to climb. That they haven’t gotten 
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over it – or even equaled that run since – has had some 
questioning what this team needs. 
The second playoff year, the bubble hockey season, saw 
them lose in the conference quarterfinals to Boston. In 2021, 
Tampa Bay was the victor in a series highlighted again by a 
huge gap in special teams prowess. Again, last year, that 
same issue surfaced. 

Offseason additions should improve Canes offense 

So, the Hurricanes tried to address those issues. Brent 
Burns was brought in from San Jose to not only run the top 
power play unit, but to also log a ton of ice time along side 
Jaccob Slavin. Burns is a multiple All Star and a former 
Norris Trophy winner that might help give the Hurricanes the 
best defensive tandem in the NHL. 
Max Pacioretty was acquired from Vegas to provide goal-
scoring punch. And, while the six-time 30-goal scorer will 
spend the first four months recovering from a torn Achilles 
tendon, if Pacioretty returns and reclaims most of his game 
he’ll help the Canes on the power play and within the top six 
forward group. 
Paul Stastny was added late in the summer to provide depth 
down the middle, but also has the versatility to play on the 
wing. And, even at age 36, still possesses the ability to get to 
the front of the net and score big goals. 
Those are just some of the additions. The real improvement 
in this team, however, will come from the existing core. The 
secret to taking the next – or, final – step is the improvement 

in Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Martin Necas, Seth Jarvis and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
Aho and Teravainen were good in the postseason last year, 
but they weren’t great. Svechnikov was mostly non-
productive, even though he didn’t play poorly. Same with 
Jarvis. Hard to argue with how the rookie winger played, but 
the points did not reflect his quality, and the last I checked 
we still determine winners by goals on the board. 

Brind'Amour starts season with his strongest lineup yet 

This is the best roster Rod Brind’Amour has rolled out in his 
head coaching tenure. The Hurricanes’ organizational depth 
is such that prized prospect Jack Drury didn’t make the 
opening night roster and will start the season in the American 
Hockey League. I’m sure the season will reveal some 
weaknesses in the lineup and those will have to be 
addressed. But, for now, the 23 that made the opening roster 
are as good as anyone could hope. 
The Carolina Hurricanes are bonafide Stanley Cup 
contenders. Pretty cool in the Silver Anniversary season. 
Here’s how they’ll line up tonight: 
Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 
Svechnikov-Kotkaniemi-Necas 
Stastny-Staal-Fast 
Martinook-Stepan-Kase 
Slavin-Burns 
Skjei-Pesce 
De Haan-Chatfield 
Andersen 
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Recap: Canes Open Campaign With Win Over Columbus 
By Walt Ruff 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes began their silver 
anniversary season with a season-opening 4-1 victory over 
the Columbus Blue Jackets Wednesday.  

The Story 

After all the theatrics that come with a first game of the 
season subsided, the two teams skated to what could only 
be described as a clunky first period. Columbus did a strong 
job of holding the hosting Canes at bay, however, a good 
deal of that could be attributed to both sides looking as if 
they were finding their footing in their first time out. 
A scoreless 20 quickly gave way in the middle frame though, 
as it took Patrik Laine just 11 seconds to beat Frederik 
Andersen and give the Blue Jackets the first lead of the 
night. A laser wrist shot beat the second-year Canes 
netminder high to the blocker-side, but it would wind up 
being the only one to get by him all night. 
Carolina was able to respond to the game-opening goal with 
their first just five minutes later, coming via Seth Jarvis. A 
strong forechecking effort by Sebastian Aho forced a 
turnover behind the Columbus net, one that the sophomore 
would backhand past Daniil Tarasov after dipping toward to 
the front of his net.  
While the first marker of the year for the home squad tied up 
the contest, the momentum started to swing in their favor 
after a sequence of successful events. A would-be second 
goal of the night for the Blue Jackets was called back 
following a successful video challenge for offsides, the 
Canes then killed back-to-back penalties and were able to 
create life on a power play of their own. Then, just 1:27 after 
their power play expired, Martin Necas set up Brady Skjei for 
the go-ahead tally. 
Taking their 2-1 advantage into the final frame of regulation, 
Carolina only got sharper, keeping the foot on the gas and 
striking twice more. Necas turned his evening into a multi-
point affair after he created a turnover in the Columbus end 
and scored, then Andrei Svechnikov got one to squeak 
through Tarasov to advance the lead to three. 

The defending Metropolitan Division champions would slam 
the door shut from there, cruising to the final horn for a 
victory. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his assessment on Game #1... 
"It wasn't a great start, I thought Columbus had the better 
play early. I kind of expected that to be honest, we hadn't 
played in a long time and some guys hadn't played in a really 
long time. We were a little behind the eight ball in the pace of 
the game, but Freddie played really, really well. He made 
some big saves at key times. Then I thought we started 
looking more like how we are able to play." 
Brady Skjei echoing Brind'Amour's thoughts on the contest.... 
"The second two periods we felt better about our game. The 
first one was a little slow, a little sluggish. But we bounced 
back, that's what this team does. We got to our game in the 
second and third, got a bunch of shots on and forwards did a 
good job of getting to the rebounds. Overall, things we can 
learn from, but a good start." 
Frederik Andersen on getting back to game action... 
"I felt good. I felt sharp. I got to see some shots early on and 
settle in. It was nice. There's always that excitement about 
the first game and I'm happy about the way we came out."  

Bonus Notes 

 Blue Jackets goal-scorer Patrik Laine left with an 
upper-body injury in the second period and did not 
return. 

 Paul Stastny picked up his first point as a member 
of the team with an assist on Svechnikov's marker. 

 Defenseman Brent Burns played 22:33 in his team 
debut, pacing the group with six shots on goal. 

 Frederik Andersen finished the evening with 31 
saves and the win for Carolina. 

 The win is the Canes fourth in a row on opening 
night. 
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Hurricanes defeat Blue Jackets, spoil Gaudreau regular-season debut 
By Kurt Dusterberg 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Columbus Blue Jackets lost their first 
regular-season game with Johnny Gaudreau, 4-1 to the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Wednesday. 
It was the season opener for each team. 
Gaudreau signed a seven-year, $68.25 million contract 
($9.75 million average annual value) on July 13 after nine 
seasons with the Calgary Flames. The forward had two shots 
on goal in 20:11 of ice time. 
Martin Necas had a goal and two assists, and Frederik 
Andersen made 31 saves for the Hurricanes, who scored 
four consecutive goals after falling behind. 
"Last season I had a little tough start," Necas said. "This 
season, I tried to build myself in the summer to be a different 
player this year. Obviously, it's good to have this kind of 
start, and especially to win for the boys." 
Patrik Laine scored for the Blue Jackets but left midway 
through the second period with an upper-body injury. Daniil 
Tarasov made 39 saves in place of Elvis Merzlikins, who was 
scratched with an illness. 
"We scored early there, (we) were building something and 
then we lose [Laine]," said Columbus coach Brad Larsen, 
who did not have an update on Laine. "There were some 
moments there. We were fine through two (periods)." 
Laine made it 1-0 at 11 seconds of the second when the 
forward scored from the right face-off circle on a wrist shot 
over Andersen's blocker. 
Seth Jarvis tied it 1-1 at 5:12 after he gathered Jack 
Roslovic's blind pass from behind the Columbus net and 
quickly lifted a backhand inside the left post. 
Cole Sillinger had a power-play goal overturned for 
Columbus at 12:37 when Carolina challenged for offside. 
Brady Skjei's one-timer off a pass from Necas put the 
Hurricanes ahead 2-1 with 1:30 left. The goal came 12 
seconds after Andersen stopped Blue Jackets forward Justin 
Danforth at the top of the goal crease. 
"He put it right on a tee for me. I just tried to hit the net," Skjei 
said. "That one save before my goal, [Danforth] was wide 
open, and he made a huge save there, so that was the 
turning point in the game probably." 
Gaudreau agreed that Skjei's goal shifted the momentum. 

"We played hard in the first, took the lead in the second and 
they scored a big goal there at the end of the second to 
make it 2-1," he said. "It's tough giving up goals the last two 
minutes in a period. That was a big one for them. Other than 
that, I thought our start was good, but not good enough." 
Necas pushed the lead to 3-1 at 6:29 of the third period. 
Derek Stepan chipped the rebound of his own shot to Necas, 
who slipped the puck past Tarasov from the left circle. 
"We know there is so much more there," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said of Necas. "For him to just feel good 
about his game is going to be huge. We've got a lot of these 
guys that are coming into their own, and he's just one of 
them. We need them to keep getting better." 
Andrei Svechnikov extended it to 4-1 at 9:18 on a sharp-
angled shot from the left boards. 
"I thought our third period started looking a little more like 
how we're trying to do it," Brind'Amour said. "We were able 
to at least, I don't want to say take over the game, but 
certainly put it home." 
It was Andersen's first regular-season game since he 
sustained a lower-body injury against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16. He missed all 14 games for Carolina 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
"I'm just happy to work my way back and [be] healthy enough 
to play," Andersen said. "Obviously, it's fun to be out there 
playing again. We wanted to take a good first step, and I 
thought we played really well." 
NOTES: Defenseman Erik Gudbranson had one shot, one hit 
and two blocked shots in 20:59 in his Blue Jackets debut 
after signing a four-year, $16 million contract ($4 million 
AAV) on July 13. … Sillinger was the only Columbus player 
without a shot on goal … Three players made their regular-
season debut for the Hurricanes: Defenseman Brent Burns, 
who was traded from the San Jose Sharks on July 13, had 
six shots in 22:33; forward Paul Stastny, who signed a one-
year, $1.5 million contract Aug. 23, had an assist and two 
hits in 15:35; and forward Ondrej Kase, who signed a one-
year, $1.5 million contract July 13, had one hit in 11:02. … 
Svechnikov has scored in three straight season openers. ... 
Andersen is 10-3-3 in 16 games against Columbus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

Burns energized with Hurricanes, set for emotional night at Sharks 
By Tom Gulitti 
MORRISVILLE, N.C. -- From the moment Brent Burns 
agreed to be traded to the Carolina Hurricanes by the San 
Jose Sharks on July 13, he was all in. 
Within three days, the 37-year-old defenseman was working 
out at the Hurricanes facility and looking for a house in the 
area, doing everything possible to make the transition a 
smooth one for him and his family. If there was no time then 
to reflect on his 11 seasons in San Jose and say his 
goodbyes, Burns will have some Friday. 
After opening the season at home with a 4-1 win against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Wednesday, the Hurricanes visit 
the Sharks at SAP Center (10:30 p.m. ET; NBCSCA, BSSO, 
ESPN+, SN NOW). The date popped out immediately when 
Burns saw Carolina's schedule. 
"I don't usually look at that stuff, but that one, yeah," he said. 
"I don't know if that's a good thing or a bad thing. It will be 
fun to see the tank because the tank will be rocking." 
It will be the home opener for the Sharks, who began the 
season by losing two games to the Nashville Predators in the 
NHL Global Series in Prague on Oct. 7 and 8. And it will be 
an emotional night for Burns.  
The long-bearded, camo-wearing animal lover quickly 
became part of the Sharks core after being acquired in a 
trade with the Minnesota Wild on June 24, 2011, riding 
shotgun with his beard brother Joe Thornton, Patrick 
Marleau and Joe Pavelski. Together they helped San Jose 
reach the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in 2016 before 
losing to the Pittsburgh Penguins in six games. 
Though Thornton (unsigned), Marleau (retired) and Pavelski 
(with Dallas Stars) also no longer play for the Sharks, Burns 
will see plenty of familiar faces Friday. 
"It's still weird for me to go to 'Minny' and it's been 11 years," 
Burns said. "So yeah, it will definitely be weird." 
With San Jose trying to rebuild on the fly after missing the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs the past three seasons, one of the first 
moves under new general manager Mike Grier after he was 
hired July 5 was to trade Burns and forward Lane Pederson 
to Carolina for forward Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu 
Makiniemi and a conditional third-round pick in the 2023 NHL 
Draft. 
Burns, who has three seasons remaining on the eight-year 
contract he signed in 2016, had to approve the trade before it 
could be completed.  
"He had three teams he could be traded to, and we weren't 
on that list initially," Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell said. "So I talked to San Jose, and they talked to his 
agent, and he immediately said he'd come, so that was 
encouraging. Once we worked it out and I talked to him, a 
couple days later he was here buying a house and went back 
and got his family and moved here, and he's been in the gym 
ever since." 
Burns, who won the Norris Trophy as the top defenseman in 
the NHL in 2016-17, was excited for the opportunity to play 
for a team with Stanley Cup aspirations. Carolina has 
qualified for the playoffs the past four seasons but hasn't 
been able to get past the second round since reaching the 
Eastern Conference Final in 2019. He also was intrigued by 
playing for Rod Brind'Amour, the former Hurricanes captain 
who won the Jack Adams Award voted as NHL coach of the 
year in 2020-21. 

"I'd always heard how special Rod was as a coach and what 
they were building here," Burns said. "That's not a secret 
around the League. I didn't play against them very often, but 
you still could tell this was not always a fun place to come 
and play. The skill works hard. I think that was something 
that was important. In San Jose too, when we were really 
good, that was an important thing. 
"And there was a lot of enticement in the city. Obviously, I 
love the outdoors. There's just a lot of things."  
Burns didn't waste any time submerging himself in all of it. 
He and his wife Susan, daughter Peyton, 12, son Jagger, 11 
and daughter Olivia, 3, lived in the family RV for about a 
month while waiting to move into their new house, giving 
them a head start on settling into the area and finding 
schools, doctors, and sports teams for the children. 
Jagger landed on the same travel hockey team with 
Brind'Amour's 10-year-old son, Brooks. 
"I got to spend a lot of time with him and his family," 
Brind'Amour said. "He's really energized. I think it's a good 
time to get a new place, if it was here or somewhere else, for 
a guy at that point in his career. I can remember that stage 
for me. It's not hard, but it's like you get a breath of fresh air 
when you go somewhere new and a new sense of energy." 
Spending the offseason in North Carolina instead of at his 
Texas ranch also gave Burns the chance to get to know 
some of his new teammates, including defense partner 
Jaccob Slavin, who lives in the area year-round with his wife 
Kylie and their two young children. The Slavins proved to be 
a valuable resource with recommendations for realtors, 
schools and pediatricians. 
"I was trying to help out the best I can," Slavin said. "He's 
come to church with me a couple times too, so that's been 
fun and just hanging out, it's been good. … It's fun to watch 
his passion for the game and off the ice he's just such a 
genuine guy, really nice, really talkative, open to any 
conversation." 
Burns' commitment in the gym with strength and conditioning 
coach Bull Burniston made an instant impression. That 
dedication has helped Burns remain remarkably durable and 
productive over 18 NHL seasons. 
Last season, Burns had 54 points (10 goals, 44 assists) and 
was third in the NHL averaging 26:09 of ice time in 82 
games. He has scored at least 20 goals three times and at 
least 60 points five times and his streak of 680 straight 
regular-season games is second among active players 
behind Phil Kessel (983) of the Vegas Golden Knights. 
"He's just an animal," Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 
"He's just ready to work. He literally fits the mold of a 
Carolina Hurricane to a T." 
Adding Burns to their top defense pair with Slavin and 
power-play point was important for the Hurricanes, but they 
value him equally for what he can bring to their locker room 
with his experience and personality.  
"He's big (6-foot-5, 230 pounds). He can defend. He can put 
up points. There's nothing really he doesn't do," Brind'Amour 
said. "So that in itself is pretty good. But when you add the 
bonus of the stuff with the character, the team aspect, at the 
end of the day, I think that's what puts teams over the hump." 
Still hungry to lift the Cup for the first time, Burns would love 
to help Hurricanes win their first championship since 2006. 
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They must navigate the long grind of the regular season first, 
but Burns is looking forward to the journey. 
He's already feeling at home. 

"I'm happy to be here," Burns said. "Everything has been 
great. It wasn't a hard decision when this was brought up to 
have a chance to come here and play with these guys. It's 
been exciting." 

 
Necas helps Hurricanes beat Blue Jackets in opener 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Martin Necas had a goal and two 
assists and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-1 in the season opener for both teams Wednesday 
night. 
Seth Jarvis, Brady Skjei and Andrei Svechnikov also scored 
for the Hurricanes, who’ve won four consecutive opening 
games. 
Patrick Laine had the Columbus goal, giving the Blue 
Jackets a brief second-period lead. 
Frederik Andersen made 31 saves for the Hurricanes. 
Columbus turned to Daniil Tarasov as the surprise opening-
night starter because top netminder Elvis Merzilikins was ill. 

Tarasov, who appeared in his fifth NHL game, made 39 
saves. 
The Hurricanes would like to churn out another stellar 
opening stretch. They won their first nine games last season. 
Necas began his points-producing spree by assisting on 
Skjei’s go-ahead goal with 1:30 to play in the second period. 
The Hurricanes were in transition, but Skjei spotted up inside 
the blueline and Necas delivered a pass back to him to set 
up the shot. 
Necas then scored 6:29 into the third period off a rebound. 
Less than three minutes later, he recorded the primary assist 
on Svechnikov’s goal. 
Laine scored the first goal 11 seconds into the second period 
following a Carolina turnover. He has 10 goals in 20 career 
games against Carolina. 

 

 
Hurricanes defeat Blue Jackets, spoil Gaudreau regular-season debut 
By Kurt Dusterberg 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Columbus Blue Jackets forward Patrik 
Laine left his team's season opener in the second period with 
an apparent elbow injury. 
Skating towards a puck in the corner, to the right of the 
Carolina Hurricanes' net, Laine's arm was pinned to the 
boards on a check from defenseman Brett Pesce. 
He stayed on the bench after skating off, while team trainers 
examined him. The team labeled it an upper-body injury 
during the 4-1 loss. Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen had no 
further update in his postgame press conference. 
Eleven seconds into the second period, Laine scored the 
Blue Jackets' first goal of the season, beating Frederik 
Andersen with a shot, assisted by defenseman Zach 
Werenski. 
Laine, 24, is entering his second full season with the Blue 
Jackets after a 2021 trade from the Winnipeg Jets. The 2016 
No. 2 overall pick had 26 goals and 56 points for the Blue 
Jackets last season. He now has 10 goals in 20 career 
games against Carolina. 
A lot is expected from Laine on the team's top line this 
season, especially after Columbus signed free-agent forward 
Johnny Gaudreau to play alongside him this summer. 

"We were really moving our feet, our line," Gaudreau said. 
"Two, three shifts in a row, we were in their zone, we were 
making plays, we were getting good opportunities. 
"And then he went down, and then you never know who 
you're playing with the next shift. So, it was tough." 
Larsen concurred. 
"You had the chemistry going there, I thought they were 
working well together, and then it was a little bit of a blender 
there," he said. 
The Hurricanes took over after the injury. Martin Necas had a 
goal and two assists and Seth Jarvis, Brady Skjei and Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored in the win. Andersen made 31 
saves. 
"That's hockey. You're going to deal with adversity even 
though it's the first game of the year," Columbus forward 
Justin Danforth said. "Obviously, it's something you've got to 
learn from and it's not going to get any easier." 
The Blue Jackets will hold their home opener on Friday night 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Martin Necas’ 3-point game guides Hurricanes past Jackets 
By Field Level Media 

Martin Necas provided a goal and two assists and the 
Carolina Hurricanes won another season opener, defeating 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 4-1 on Wednesday night in 
Raleigh, N.C. 
Seth Jarvis, Brady Skjei and Andrei Svechnikov also scored 
for the Hurricanes, who won their fourth straight season 
opener. 
Columbus' Patrik Laine began the scoring, but the Blue 
Jackets fizzled in the latter part of the game. In the third 
period, the Hurricanes posted a 20-8 edge in shots on goal 
as the lead expanded to 4-1. 
Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen made 31 saves. 
Daniil Tarasov stopped 39 shots for Columbus, which lost its 
opener for just the second time in the past six seasons. 
The Blue Jackets made game-day adjustments with No. 1 
goalie Elvis Merzlikins out due to an illness. Tarasov 
appeared in his fifth NHL game and made his fourth start. He 
remains winless. 
After an uneventful first period, the Blue Jackets got on the 
board 11 seconds into the second period. A Carolina 

turnover led to Laine's goal off an assist from Zach 
Werenski. 
The Hurricanes pulled even about five minutes later when 
Jarvis found an opening between two Columbus players for a 
tight-angled, unassisted shot from the right side of the net. 
On the go-ahead goal with 1:30 left in the second period, 
Skjei waited inside the blue line as the Hurricanes moved the 
puck in transition. He took Necas' pass and buried the shot. 
Skjei, a defenseman, had nine total goals last season, two of 
them against the Blue Jackets. 
Necas then delivered Carolina's third goal off a rebound 
scramble at 6:29 of the third period. Svechnikov's goal came 
less than three minutes later as the Hurricanes turned in a 
dominant final period. 
Paul Stastny, who was in his first game with the Hurricanes, 
and Derek Stepan, who was re-signed a day earlier, both 
registered assists. Stastny, 36, started his 17th NHL season 
while Stepan, 33, began his 13th campaign. 
The Hurricanes won't play again at home for more than two 
weeks, with their next game set for Friday against the San 
Jose Sharks. The Blue Jackets play their home opener on 
Friday against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

 

 
5 things to know about the Carolina Hurricanes this season 
By Locked On Hurricanes 
RALEIGH, N.C. — Locked On Hurricanes' Jared Ellis broke 
down five things every Carolina Hurricanes fan should know 
going into the 2022-2023 NHL season. 

1. Veterans 

The Canes are loaded with veteran experience now that they 
added guys in the off-season, acquiring defenseman Brent 
Burns and left winger Max Pacioretty, as well as free-agency 
pickups like center Paul Stastny and defenseman Calvin de 
Haan. Center Derek Stepan is still on a PTO (professional 
tryouts) so he could be back in the fold as well. 
For the latest breaking news, weather and traffic alerts, 
download the WCNC Charlotte mobile app. 

2. Stacked blue line 

The Carolina Hurricanes blue line is absolutely stacked this 
season. Ellis mentioned the addition of Brent Burns to an 

already experienced blue line of defensemen Jaccob Slavin, 
Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei should prove helpful for the 
Canes.  
"A monster position battle there on that third pairing with 
guys like Ethan Bear, Calvin de Haan, Dylan Coghlan and 
Jalen Chatfield all vying for a position there," Ellis said. "You 
also have Jake Gardiner who, should he be healthy enough, 
will be coming back and being on that third pairing." 
You can stream WCNC Charlotte on Roku and Amazon Fire 
TV, just download the free app. 

3. Watch out for Sebastian Aho 

"Sebastian Aho will have the best season of his career this 
year; I guarantee it," Ellis said. 
Ellis referenced how he's been edging on the 40+ goal mark 
for a while now, and considering he had 37 goals last 
season, had he not been out due to COVID-19, he could 
have easily surpassed 40 goals. 
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"He's also been knocking on that 90+ point mark for quite a 
while now," Ellis referenced. "He had 81 points last season. 
He had 83 points in the previous full, 82-game season in 
2018-2019."  
Click here to sign up for the daily Wake Up Charlotte 
newsletter 
Ellis maintains if Aho had played a full season, he would 
have hit the 90-point mark. 
"I do not think it is out of the realm of possibility for Sebastian 
Aho to be the second player in Hurricanes' history behind 
Eric Staal to hit the 100-point mark this season, and what 
better season would it be to do that than the Hurricanes' 25th 
anniversary season?" Ellis noted. 

4. Kotkaniemi will be stepping up 

Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be taking on a bigger role with 
the team now that center Vincent Trocheck is a New York 
Ranger. 

"He's going to be in that second-line center role ... so expect 
big things from him, and a big step forward in his progression 
in his NHL career," Ellis said. 
WCNC Charlotte is always asking "where's the money?" If 
you need help, reach out to WCNC Charlotte by 
emailing money@wcnc.com.  

5. Expect big things from Slavin and Burns 

"Jaccob Slavin has consistently been one of the best 
defensemen in the NHL for quite some time now, and now 
that he's paired with a player the caliber of Brent Burns, I 
think he's going to get a lot more attention," Ellis said. 
Ellis is looking forward to Burns being in a system that is built 
"just for him."  
"He is going to have an absolutely monster season, arguably 
the best of his career," Ellis said. "He is easily going to break 
the point record set by Tony DeAngelo last season." 
Locked On is the leading podcast network for local 
sports and is owned by WCNC Charlotte's parent company 
TEGNA.  

 
Canes start slow, finish off strong 
By Ryan Henkel 
Another season, another home opener win for the Carolina 
Hurricanes who easily handled the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
a 4-1 victory Wednesday night at PNC Arena. 
It wasn’t the prettiest win by any stretch of the imagination, 
but once the Hurricanes found their game midway through 
the second period, it was smooth sailing to the end. 
“It wasn’t a great start for sure,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “I 
thought Columbus had the better of the play in the first 
period. Kind of expected that to be quite honest because we 
hadn’t played in a long time and we had a few guys who 
hadn’t played in a really long time. At the end of the game 
though, I thought our third period started looking a little more 
like how we want it to and I thought we kind of were able to 
at least, I wouldn’t say take over the game, but certainly put it 
home.” 
The Hurricanes looked flat footed out of the gate and it took 
them a while to really find their stride as they went along and 
perhaps it took a few wakeup calls to jolt them into action. 
Maybe it was the turnover to start the second period that led 
to Patrik Laine getting an open look from between the circles 
to kick off the scoring or perhaps it was a near Cole Sillinger 
goal that ended up being called back due to offsides. 
Whatever the reason, once the Hurricanes finally got into 
gear, they took it to the Blue Jackets. 
The Hurricanes started to pile on the shots and it wasn’t long 
before Carolina got on the board. 
Hopefully everyone took out some Seth Jarvis stock as the 
20-year old kept the ball rolling picking up the first goal for 
the Hurricanes with a nifty backhand in tight. 
The sophomore is on the door of breaking out for a huge 
season and this is just the first step of what could be a 
tremendous season. 

Outside of Jarvis, it was also a big night for Martin Necas 
who had a three-point night, with a goal and two assists to 
push his team to victory. 
“Last season I had a little bit of a tough start,” Necas said. 
“This season, I tried to build myself in the summer to be a 
different player this year. Obviously it’s good to have a good 
start and it was a good win for the boys.” 
Necas flashed his talent, utilizing multiple different areas of 
his skill set for each of his points. 
On his first primary assist, Necas showed off his skating and 
stickhandling to help execute a zone entry, as well as pull 
multiple Blue Jackets in towards him before dishing off a 
pass to Brady Skjei for the one-timer blast. 
And for his goal, Necas showcased a bit of something he 
hadn’t been prone to prior. A tenacious forecheck on fellow 
Czech, Jakub Voracek, allowed Necas to pull the puck free 
and maintained possession for Carolina leading to Necas 
being in the right place to slam home a feed. 
The Hurricanes will be relying on Necas and that new look 
second line to stay consistent if they want to be a dominant 
force this season. 
“We want everyone to get going, but I think him especially is 
one of the guys that we know there is so much more there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “For him just to feel good about his game 
is going to be huge.” 
It was also a big game for Frederik Andersen who was 
making his season debut and first regular season game 
since he tore his MCL last season against the Colorado 
Avalanche in April. 
“Obviously I had a bit longer break than the rest of the guys, 
but I’m just happy to work my way back and that I’m healthy 
enough to play,” Andersen said. “Really fun to be out there 
and playing again.” 
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The big Dane made 31 saves and not all of them were your 
routine glove and pad saves. 
“We were a little behind the 8-ball in terms of the pace of the 
game, but Freddie played really, really well tonight,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Made some real big saves at key times.” 
He kept the team in the game which allowed them the time to 
find their stride. 
“[Andersen] was for sure our best player tonight,” Skjei said 
on his netminder. “That one save before my goal, I think it 
was wide open and he made a huge save there. That was 
the turning point of the game probably and there was no 
doubt he was our best player tonight.” 

It’s the start to another long season and while there are still 
some things to work on, the Canes are starting off on the 
right foot. 
“At the end of the day, you want to get the win,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s the first thing. And you want to see if we’re 
starting to play the way we want to. That was encouraging. 
Good news for me is that we got the win, but we got a ton to 
work on. You could see it. A lot of the new guys just where 
they need to be, not quite there and that’ll catch up.” 
The Carolina Hurricanes will now kick off a five-game road 
trip starting Friday night against the San Jose Sharks. 

 
Chicago Wolves 2022-23 Season Preview 
By Sarah A. 
The Chicago Wolves begin their defense of the 2022 Calder 
Cup on Saturday, opening their season against none other 
than their most frequent rivals, the Milwaukee Admirals. The 

two teams met twice in the preseason, but there isn’t much 
to be gleaned from games heavy on ECHL players. With 
puck drop just a few days away, let’s look at what the season 
may have in store.  

Returning Players 

Forwards: Jack Drury, Ryan Suzuki, Stelio Mattheos, Noel 
Gunler, Jamieson Rees, Vasili Ponomarev, Ivan Lodnia 
(AHL) 
Defense: Griffin Mendel (AHL), Max Lajoie, Cavan Fitzgerald 
Goaltender: Pyotr Kochetkov 
Many of the players who propelled the Wolves to the Calder 
Cup have moved on — Andrew Poturalski to the Kraken 
organization, Josh Leivo to the Blues, C.J. Smith to the 
Rangers organization. The Hurricanes plucked Stefan 
Noesen and Jalen Chatfield from Chicago, with both players 
making the season opening roster for the NHL club. The 
turnover is par for the course for an AHL team but makes it 
hard to build on a previous season’s success.  
There are still some big names returning, however, starting 
with goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov. The netminder came over 
last season at the conclusion of his KHL season and 
immediately became a fan favorite. With his athletic play and 
fiery attitude, Wolves fans quickly rallied behind the rookie. 
The net is almost indisputably Kochetkov’s this season; the 
Hurricanes signed veteran Zach Sawchenko to help fill out 
their suddenly depleted pipeline, but expect Kochetkov to get 
the bulk of the work.  
Noel Gunler and Vasily Ponomarev also joined the Wolves 
towards the end of the regular season and made 
appearances during the playoffs. Both young forwards look 
to build off of their first taste of the AHL and should take on a 
larger role on this year’s squad. Ponomarev in particular had 
an impressive debut, recording 10 points in 11 regular 
season games, and six through 18 playoff games. He 
seemed like an easy fit on the team, looking more like an 
experienced veteran than a 20-year old making his North 
American professional debut.  
Jack Drury’s inclusion on the list of returning players is 
definitely a surprise, although I can’t possibly see his 
presence on the Wolves lasting long. His dominant 
performance during the playoffs raised expectations for the 
forward, who former coach Ryan Warsofsky once described 
as having “no ceiling” when it comes to what he could 
achieve in the NHL. Drury has little left to prove in the AHL, 
but for as long as he’s here, expect him to take on top line 
minutes. He’ll be a leader on the Wolves who will hopefully 

use getting caught up in the numbers/cap game as fuel to 
achieve even more.  
Ryan Suzuki continues to be a big question mark, especially 
as he begins this season injured yet again. If he stays 
healthy, he can have as big a role on this team as he’s able 
to seize. His injury history has made it hard for him to get 
consistent playing time, however, so it’s yet to be seen what 
he can really bring at this level.  

New Players 

Forwards: Alexander Pashin, Ryan Dzingel, Eric Cooley 
(AHL), Joseph LaBate (AHL), Lane Pederson, Mackenzie 
MacEachern, Malte Stromwall, Tuukka Tieksola, Josh 
Melnick (AHL), Brendan Perlini (PTO), Nate Sucese (PTO), 
Blake Murray 
Defense: William Lagesson, Anttoni Honka, David Farrance 
(AHL), Jason Garrison (PTO), Ronan Seeley 
Goaltender: Cale Morris (AHL), Jeremy Brodeur (PTO), 
Zachary Sawchenko 
While there’s no assurance of a contract, the Wolves have 
several players with them on try-out arrangements. AHL 
professional tryouts are limited to 25 games, but players may 
be signed to repeated PTOs during a season.  
One of the more intriguing, and potentially necessary, PTOs 
is for defenseman Jason Garrison. The veteran of 555 NHL 
games got into just nine games with the Syracuse Crunch on 
a PTO last season prior to being released, is no stranger to 
the Wolves organization, He logged 58 games with the 
Wolves in 2017-18, when they were still affiliated with the 
Vegas Golden Knights. His best days are certainly behind 
him, but his value comes more in the department of 
intangibles than what he may offer on the ice. The 
Hurricanes are currently carrying eight defensemen and may 
ultimately reassign one of them to the AHL, but until they do, 
Garrison could be in Chicago to help provide a veteran 
presence on the blue line.  
For Hurricanes fans with an eye towards prospects, the 
Wolves should be a fun watch this season. The Wolves are 
getting several potentially high-impact young players this 
season, including Alexander Pashin, who scored two of the 
Wolves’ three goals in the pre-season. The 2020 draft pick 
coming to North America now was a bit of a surprise, but he 
could provide some fun offense for the Wolves.  
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Our own Matthew Somma had this to say about Pashin in his 
review of the Hurricanes’ prospects:  
Pashin’s skating is elite and it allows for him to create 
offense off of the rush and gain separation from his 
opponents. Pashin’s elite speed means that he can create 
zone entries all by himself, so he’s a real threat on the rush. 
Wingers usually don’t generate as many zone entries as 
Pashin can, but since he’s such a good skater and a smart 
player on top of that, it works. Pashin is the driving force 
behind any line that he’s on, and he combines his skating 
and hockey sense with a strong offensive tool kit. Pashin’s 
shot release is dangerously good and he is able to score 
from high to medium danger areas.  
With such a young roster, veteran players like Lane 
Pederson (five seasons in the AHL), Mackenzie MacEachern 
(parts of four seasons in the AHL, including two with the 
Wolves between 2016-2018), and Ryan Dzingel (seven 
seasons in the NHL) will be crucial both on and off the ice. 
The transition to professional hockey is often more difficult 
than young prospects expect, so having players around who 
have been there before is always welcome.  

Behind the Bench 

Of course, the biggest change for the Wolves isn’t 
necessarily the roster — it’s the man calling the shots. Brock 
Sheahan makes the jump up from the USHL to coach 
professional men’s hockey for the first time. In a 
conversation with Sheahan last month, he spoke of a 
coaching style that isn’t going to be much different than what 
Wolves fans are already used to:  
We’re gonna play fast. We’re gonna play hard. Traditionally, 
my teams have been really good off the puck. We have the 
puck as much as possible and we want to score at a high 
rate. The best way to put it is I want us to be a complete 
team. [...] It’s really important that the team is connected and 
cohesive, as far as the way we play. 
Sheahan is used to working with high potential players, 
having coached players including Owen Power, Brendan 
Brisson, and Matt Coronato while with the Chicago Steel. 
He’s been able to get the best out of his players and help 
lead them to be consistent contenders in the USHL each 
year.  

Expectations 

On the one hand, expectations are sky high for the Wolves, 
who turned in a dominant 2021-22 season en route to the 
Clark Cup and are returning several key players to this year’s 
squad. On the other, it’s almost like you’re playing with 
house money after winning a championship. There’s little 
room for a dynasty in today’s AHL, where roster turnover is 
high and the focus is always going to be more on developing 
players. The NHL can always snatch up your best forward or 
star goaltender during your playoff run, after all, instantly 
altering your team’s fortunes.  
The road to the top of the division could require getting past 
Milwaukee. The Admirals always seem to be a threat, 
particularly when you play them 12 times a season. Most 
notably, the Admirals added goaltender Yaroslav Askarov, 
who is widely considered one of the best goalie prospects in 
the league. Goaltending duels between Askarov and 
Kochetkov seem like a fun, if stressful, way to spend an 
evening or two.  

Other teams in the Central Division haven’t made significant 
enough moves to make them feel like a threat. The Rockford 
IceHogs may benefit from Chicago’s predicament, as players 
like Lukas Reichel may spend more time in the AHL simply 
to be on a team that may actually win a good number of 
games. The Grand Rapids Griffins have added some 
intriguing pieces, with 2021 first round pick Simon Edvinsson 
coming over, as well as a bonafide goaltending pipeline. The 
Texas Stars add some potential for offense in 2020 first 
round pick Mavrik Bourque, one of Dallas’s top prospects. 
Are any of those players enough to boost their team’s playoff 
chances? We’ll find out soon.  
The Wolves have one last chance to revel in their victory, for 
returning players. (Or to dream of what might be, for all of the 
new faces on the roster.) On Saturday, they’ll raise their 
championship banner in front of a devoted crowd, and then 
the quest to climb to the top of the mountain will begin again.  
Carolina Hurricanes vs. Columbus Blue Jackets: Opening 
night lineups and game discussion 
By Andrew Schnittker 
To quote a certain wise baboon from my favorite childhood 
movie, it is time. The Hurricanes’ 25th anniversary season 
starts for real tonight, and the team will rock its alternate 
anniversary threads for the first time.  
The Canes will get things started against a Metropolitan 
Division foe in the Columbus Blue Jackets, and they’ll do so 
with a lineup that looks pretty similar to what Rod 
Brind’Amour iced throughout camp and in the preseason 
games.  
Brent Burns makes his Hurricanes regular season debut 
alongside Jaccob Slavin, and Frederik Andersen will make 
his return to the net in a game that counts for the first time 
since suffering a season-ending injury at Colorado in April.  
The battle for the third pairing will open with Jalen Chatfield 
making the first opening night start of his career alongside 
Calvin de Haan, who returns to the Hurricanes after signing 
out of camp off a PTO. Dylan Coghlan and Ethan Bear will 
be the healthy extras on the blue line.  
Up front, Stefan Noesen will sit out as the team’s 13th 
forward tonight. Here’s how Carolina projects to line up for 
this one:  
Teuvo Teravainen - Sebastian Aho - Seth Jarvis 
Andrei Svechnikov - Jesperi Kotkaniemi - Martin Necas 
Paul Stastny - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook - Derek Stepan - Ondrej Kase 
Jaccob Slavin - Brent Burns 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce 
Calvin de Haan - Jalen Chatfield 
Frederik Andersen 
Antti Raanta 
Scratched: Dylan Coghlan, Ethan Bear, Stefan Noesen 
Injured: Max Pacioretty (Achilles tendon) 
The Hurricanes will be the first team to face off against the 
Columbus version of Johnny Gaudreau after the Blue 
Jackets landed the crown jewel of the 2022 free agent 
market.  
They’ll also see an old friend, with Jake Bean set to skate on 
Columbus’ third pairing. In net, it’ll be Daniil Tarasov, as Elvis 
Merzlikins (illness) and Joonas Korpisalo (hip injury) are both 
unavailable to start the season.  
Here’s how Columbus projects to line up tonight:  
Johnny Gaudreau - Boone Jenner - Patrik Laine 
Yegor Chinakhov - Jack Roslovic - Jakub Voracek 
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Gustav Nyquist - Cole Sillinger - Justin Danforth 
Eric Robinson - Sean Kuraly - Mathieu Olivier 
Zach Werenski - Adam Boqvist 
Vladislav Gavrikov - Andrew Peeke 
Jake Bean - Erik Gudbranson 

Daniil Tarasov 
Jet Greaves 
Scratched: Liam Foudy, Nick Blankenburg 
Injured: Elvis Merzlikins (illness), Joonas Korpisalo (hip) 

 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Carolina Hurricanes: Season Opener Preview & Storm Advisory 
By Cody Hagan 
 
It is time Caniacs! The regular season has arrived. The wait 
is over. Break out the tailgating equipment and the sweaters. 
Memories of last year’s disappointing ending are behind you 
and it’s all in on a new year! 
The Carolina Hurricanes are set to take the ice tonight 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets in their first contest of the 
season and it should be a good one. Carolina is looking to 
defend their Metro Division title while Columbus is looking to 
climb the ladder and contend for a playoff spot.  
The Blue Jackets shocked the hockey world when they 
signed the top free agent of the off-season in Johnny 

Gaudreau. Paired with Patrik Laine, the Blue Jackets have a 
very dangerous top line. The question for Columbus will be 
do they have the depth to contend with a rugged Metro 
Division?  
For Carolina it’s all about building upon last season and 
taking it to another level. No longer is the team or the fans 
happy with just making the playoff. They expect to contend 
for the Stanley Cup and anything less than the Conference 
Finals would feel like a major disappointment. The team 
hopes new faces like Paul Stastny and Brent Burns 
combined with a healthy season in goal from Frederik 
Andersen can get them over the hump.  

 

 
Necas rattles off three points, Canes crush Columbus in season opener 
By Bryan Pyrtle 
The Carolina Hurricanes started their 25th season in style 
with a 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Wednesday, Oct. 12 in PNC Arena. 
The action ignited in the second period as the Canes (1-0-0) 
overcame a quick 1-0 deficit courtesy of Patrik Laine to pull 
even and eventually take the lead from the Blue Jackets (0-
1-0). Defenseman Brady Skjei fired home the go-ahead goal 
with 1:30 left in the second period thanks to a nifty assist by 
center Martin Nečas. 
“When we play our style, which is fast and tenacious 
forechecking, we’re tough to play against,” Skjei said. “I think 
we can beat any team in this league when we play like that, 
and I think everyone else [on our team] believes that too.” 
Nečas notched a goal and another assist before the night 
was over, an excellent start to the season for the 23-year-old 
Czech. Though he’s put up solid numbers over the past few 
seasons, this could be the year that Canes fans see Nečas 
take his game to the next level. 
“I know, [head coach Rod Brind’Amour] knows it: I can do 
much better on the ice than I did last season,” Nečas said. 
“Mentally, physically [I wanted to] get better in the summer, 
which I think happened. We have a really good line right 
now. Great team, so many good guys here.” 
The Hurricanes enjoyed a few more big plays from key 
players. After coming over from San Jose as the Hurricanes’ 
marquee offseason acquisition, defenseman Brent Burns 
made an immediate impact during his debut in a Carolina 
sweater, shutting down opposing rushes with frequency and 
consistency. 
Center Seth Jarvis made some plays on the offensive end, 
evening the score at 1-1 for the Canes, but he made waves 
on the ice beyond the box scores. In his second NHL 

season, the 20-year-old looks as spry as ever, but now he’s 
even more dangerous with a season of experience under his 
belt. 
Jarvis used his speed to navigate the holes in Columbus’ 
defense quickly and efficiently, dancing down the red line 
before squeezing the puck past Blue Jackets netminder 
Daniil Tarasov. 
The night wasn’t perfect for Carolina though, as Laine 
eliminated the possibility of a shutout with the game’s first 
goal just 11 seconds into the second period. Laine’s goal 
ended up as the only mistake by goaltender Frederick 
Andersen, but a slow first period allowed the Blue Jackets to 
take the lead on that shot. The Hurricanes also coughed up 
the puck 16 times over the course of the evening. While it 
didn’t cost them the win tonight, the Canes will need to cut 
back on the giveaways if they want to build some early 
momentum in future games. 
“I thought Columbus had better play early,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I kind of expected that, to be honest. It’s been a long 
time since we played. Some of the guys haven’t played in a 
really long time. We were definitely a little behind the 8-ball in 
the beginning of the game.” 
As the Canes pulled away in the latter two periods, the 
Jackets’ frustration swelled in the form of penalties and 
extracurriculars. While Carolina-Columbus is by no means 
the most heated rivalry in the NHL, the Blue Jackets 
definitely remembered the 8-1 beatdown the Hurricanes laid 
on them in the preseason just a couple of weeks prior. 
As the North Carolina State Fair takes over the area 
surrounding PNC Arena, the Hurricanes will skip town for a 
while with a five-game road trip out west. First leg will come 
against the San Jose Sharks on Friday, Oct. 14 with the puck 
set to drop at 10:30 p.m
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article267104406.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article267218322.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/tag/carolina-hurricanes/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/10/hurricanes-silver-anniversary-brings-championship-hopes/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/10/category-5-hurricanes-open-2022-23-season/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/10/necas-3-points-leads-hurricanes-to-season-opening-win/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-add-strength-to-strength-in-hopes-of-deep-playoff-run/20518744/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/necas-helps-hurricanes-beat-blue-jackets-in-opener/20519523/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-open-campaign-with-win-over-columbus/c-336296222 

https://www.nhl.com/news/don-granato-signs-multiyear-deal-as-buffalo-head-coach/c-336273344 
https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-335845352 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-brent-burns-set-for-emotional-night-at-san-jose-sharks/c-336279998 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-hockey-b414fcb61f9d7b381b89db436626210b 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34785776/blue-jackets-star-patrik-laine-leaves-4-1-loss-injury 
https://www.thenashvillenews.net/news/272911580/martin-necas-3-point-game-guides-hurricanes-past-jackets 

https://www.wcnc.com/article/sports/locked-on/lo-charlotte/hurricanes-show/carolina-hurricanes-5-things-to-know-this-season/275-
2707340f-199c-4590-8937-ebaeafadfde4 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/12/23401992/carolina-hurricanes-start-slow-finish-off-strong-columbus-blue-jackets-necas-skjei-
andersen-jarvis 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/12/23401080/carolina-hurricanes-vs-columbus-blue-jackets-opening-night-lineups-and-game-
discussion-10-12-22 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/12/23399999/columbus-blue-jackets-at-carolina-hurricanes-season-opener-preview-storm-
advisory-canes-country 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/13/23401941/chicago-wolves-2022-23-season-preview-drury-kochetkov-ponomarev-pashin-ahl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/necas-rattles-off-three-points-canes-crush-columbus-in-season-opener/article_e3790d56-4aa6-

11ed-9e5c-bfa0ae1a2388.html 
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Amid high expectations for new season, Hurricanes’ opening win checks 
many boxes 

 

Ethan Hyman 

 

Raleigh 

You could probably draw up a better way to start a season, but this didn’t 
take a whole lot of imagination or leave a whole lot of room for 
improvement. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were back to begin in the same place the last 
ended, that disappointment not forgotten — never forgotten — but 
washed away first by the anticipation of a promising new campaign and 
then the jubilation of a raucous home win that checked most of the boxes 
the crowd wanted to see checked. 

Also checked: Johnny Gaudreau, onto his posterior by Jaccob Slavin, 
Lady Byng chances be damned. 

What did the people, a standing-room crowd of 18,824, want to see? A 
deft goal from Seth Jarvis. Andrei Svechnikov catching the goalie 
napping. A three-point night from Martin Necas as he begins the most 
important season of his career. It’s not a comprehensive list but it’s a full 

one, and for all that the triumphant return of Frederik Andersen was 
probably at the top in this 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Left helpless on Patrik Laine’s opening goal, Andersen was impeccable 
after that, giving the Hurricanes a chance to get back into the game and, 
eventually, find their stride. And he tops the list because the last game 
the Hurricanes played before this one, Andersen was watching from the 
press box in a suit as Antti Raanta went down against the New York 
Rangers in Game 7, not that the game and series hadn’t already been 
decided at that point. 

Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com 

Raanta played well enough to get the Hurricanes that far, but the what-
might-have-been if Andersen had been healthy is probably the regret, 
among many, that will linger longest from how that season ended. Not 
that the Hurricanes didn’t try to address their inability to score when it 
mattered most, but seeing Andersen back in net — and playing like this 
— certainly brings back some of the good vibes the Hurricanes took into 
the last postseason. 

As for everyone else, the Hurricanes did what they do. They weathered a 
slapdash first period, overfueled on emotion, then played their way back 
into the game and slowly wore the Blue Jackets down until they had no 
edge left. 

Paul Stastny has been on the other side of that many times, enough to 
savor his first time being the grinder instead of the grindee. 

“It’s different. It’s a lot of work,” said Stastny, who picked up a point in his 
Hurricanes debut. “But as the game went on, I got better. The first period, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

even I was — you’re nervous because you’re learning a new system. 
You’re going really hard or you’re caught in the middle.” 

And while Brind’Amour certainly had confidence his team would find its 
game eventually, it was heartening to see that familiar progression on the 
first night, even with all the new players in the lineup. 

“At the end of the day you want to get the win first,” Brind’Amour said. 
“And you want to see us, are we starting to play the way we want to. That 
was encouraging before the end. The good news for me is we got the 
win, but we’ve got a ton to work on. A lot of the new guys aren’t to where 
they really need to be. They’re not quite there. That’ll catch up.” 

So it ended well, this first of many. It started well, too. Brind’Amour wasn’t 
expecting the ovation he got when the coaching staff was introduced in 
that opening-night ritual, but it was prolonged and emotional — a 
reminder, in this 25th season, that what happened before matters, as 
much as what comes next, and this was just the beginning of that. And 
as beginnings goes, this will do. 
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Carolina Hurricanes ready to ‘climb that ladder again’ with all eyes on a 
Stanley Cup 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Jordan Staal was 18 years old in 2006 when his oldest brother, Eric, 
brought the Stanley Cup home to Thunder Bay, Ontario, having won it 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“I may have had a beverage out of it,” Jordan said, smiling. “A Coke, 
maybe.” 

Three years later, Jordan Staal brought the Cup to Thunder Bay, having 
won it with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“I definitely drank a beverage out of it,” he said, smiling again. “I 
remember thinking, ‘Oh, this will happen again’ but it hasn’t happened 
again.” 

As Staal enters his 17th NHL season, his fourth as captain of the 
Hurricanes, he’d like one more victorious sip from the Cup. For most of 
his teammates, it would be their first. 

The Canes, who open a new season Wednesday against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets at PNC Arena, have that stated goal: win the Stanley Cup. 
Not reach the playoffs again. Win the Cup. 

“Not easy. Not easy at all,” Staal told The News & Observer during 
training camp. “You have to have a good team, have to be in the mix. 
Then there’s a learning curve to winning in the playoffs. It’s learning the 
way to grind through a series, through the ups and downs. It’s finding a 
way and being lucky a little bit. All those things.” 

The Hurricanes have been a good team in the four seasons with Rod 
Brind’Amour as their head coach. They’ve been in the playoff mix each 
year. Hard lessons have been learned. 

The Canes have won divisional titles the past two seasons. A year ago, 
they set a franchise record for points (116) in winning the Metropolitan 
Division. They led the NHL in fewest goals allowed per game, had the 
league’s best penalty killing. 

“And this year’s team might be the best team we’ve had, with the depth 
we’ve added,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
last week. 

Added to the mix were defenseman Brent Burns, a former Norris Trophy 
winner, and veteran forwards Max Pacioretty and Paul Stastny. None has 
won a Stanley Cup in their long careers. All want to, believing they have 
joined a team good enough to do it. 

‘A hungry group’ 

But what separates a good team from the one able to take that last step 
and become a championship team? 

Does it take superstars such as the Pens’ Sidney Crosby or 
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin? Or Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar of 
the Colorado Avalanche, the 2022 Cup winners? 

Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen and goalie Antti Raanta were members 
of the Chicago Blackhawks championship team in 2015. Teravainen was 
20 and a rookie on a team with Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, 
Duncan Keith and Brent Seabrook. 

“I think we have superstars on our team now and nobody really talks 
about them that way,” Teravainen said. “I have seen them play many 
years now and I know how good our guys are — as good as anyone in 
the league. 

“Everyone has to play at the highest limit they can play in the playoffs. 
Sometimes, it may take a few times. You lose, you learn from it, you get 
better. That might be happening here. I got lucky my first year. For sure 
now I realize how hard it is.” 

Another factor can be the aging veteran, a player sensing time is running 
short to finally lift the Cup. 

Brind’Amour did it as the Canes captain in 2006, winning at last at 35. On 
that team were Glen Wesley and Bret Hedican and others aching to win 
the Cup for the first time. 

Brind’Amour credits a big part of that Canes run to having a hot goalie in 
Cam Ward, then a rookie who was awarded the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
playoffs MVP. 

“Being a young guy he probably didn’t know how big a moment it was,” 
Brind’Amour said, grinning. 

“Older guys probably have a better appreciation, because every year that 
goes by is a year you didn’t get it done. We’ve got a hungry group, I 
think, having not achieved that goal yet.” 

Hurricanes captain Rod Brind’Amour accept the Stanley Cup trophy after 
Carolina’s 3-1 win over Edmonton in game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final 
Wednesday, June 14, 2006 at the RBC Center. Walt Unks File photo 

The motivations differ for different players. Defenseman Brett Pesce 
would like to win a Cup but said he is still steamed over the way the 2022 
playoffs ended, with the Canes’ Game 7 loss at home to the New York 
Rangers in the second round. 

“That left a bad taste in our mouths,” Pesce said. “For me, I never want 
that feeling again. It definitely adds extra fire.” 

And so a new season begins, one that will include the Canes’ first 
outdoor game. It will be a grind, with different twists and turns, as always. 
The 2023 Stanley Cup awaits the NHL’s sole survivor. 

Raanta, a backup goalie with the Blackhawks in 2015, did not dress in 
the playoffs that year. He earned a Stanley Cup ring but did not get his 
name on the Cup. 

Maybe this year? Raanta doesn’t disagree. 

“Everyone is a year older and maybe we have more depth,” Raanta said. 
“Maybe we can climb that ladder again.” 

Hurricanes vs Blue Jackets game and TV info 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes (0-0) vs. Columbia Blue Jackets (0-0) 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 
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When: Wednesday, Oct. 12, 7 p.m. 

TV: Bally Sports Southeast 

Stream: Bally Sports+ 
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Doug Wilson believed in Mike Grier in 2006. Sharks’ GM says 
predecessor still has his back 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

10/12/2022 

 

SAN JOSE – Mike Grier has put his stamp on the San Jose Sharks 
roster since he became the team’s general manager this summer, 
moving out certain players and bringing in ones he feels play to a certain 
identity. 

One of Grier’s biggest advocates, he said, has been Doug Wilson, the 
man he replaced when he became the Sharks’ GM three months ago. 

Wilson, who stepped down as the Sharks’ top hockey executive in April 
after 19 years on the job, will attend the special recognition night the 
team is holding for him Saturday prior to its game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

“It will be great to see him in on Saturday,” Grier said in a text message 
to this news organization. “He has been very supportive of me through 
this process. He has done so much for this city and organization that I’m 
thrilled that he is being honored.” 

Grier and Wilson have known each other for over 15 years. 

As a player in 2006, a 31-year-old Grier left the Buffalo Sabres in free 
agency to sign a three-year contract with the Sharks worth a then-
reported $5.3 million. The average annual value of Grier’s contract, $1.77 
million, was a raise over the $1.36 million he earned with the Sabres the 
previous season. 

Grier and Curtis Brown signed with the Sharks at the same time, and part 
of the reason they were brought in was to help address the Sharks’ 
woeful penalty killing, which finished 23rd out of 30 teams the previous 
season. 

“We’ve addressed our penalty killing, our size, and our experience,” 
Wilson said then. “We’ve found guys in the prime of their careers that are 
quality people.” 

In 2006, the Sharks lost in the second round in six games to the 
Edmonton Oilers, who would go on to play Bret Hedican, the Sharks’ 
color analyst on broadcasts, and the Carolina Hurricanes in the Stanley 
Cup Final. 

“He’s a physically dominant guy that we would have liked to have in the 
series against Edmonton,” Wilson said of the then-6-foot-1, 220-pound 
Grier. “He kills penalties, he scores big goals and he punishes people, 
too.” 

“As soon as I found out the Sharks were involved, they shot up to the top 
of the list for me,” Grier said that year after he signed. “I like the 
commitment here. In the coming years, they have a real legitimate 
chance at winning the Stanley Cup.” 

The Sharks won the Pacific Division in 2008 and captured the President’s 
Trophy the NHL’s best regular season team in 2009. But San Jose never 
made it past the second round in any of Grier’s three seasons with the 
team, and he re-joined the Sabres in 2009 for the final two seasons of his 
NHL career. 

Grier was a leader for the Sharks — on and off the ice. But in his time 
here, he also watched how Wilson went about his business as the team’s 
general manager. 

“I learned many things from him about management that I have 
incorporated into how I do my job,” Grier said. 
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Bordeleau ready to dominate AHL before Sharks call-up 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

Editor’s note: Sheng Peng will be a regular contributor to NBC Sports 
California’s Sharks coverage. You can read more of his coverage on San 
Jose Hockey Now, listen to him on the San Jose Hockey Now Podcast, 
and follow him on Twitter at @Sheng_Peng. 

Thomas Bordeleau wants to dominate the AHL. 

That’s what the San Jose Sharks organization is looking for from 
Bordeleau and fellow top prospect William Eklund, before they call either 
up for good. 

“I think they have to be dominant at our level,” San Jose Barracuda head 
coach John McCarthy told the Mercury News. 

The always-confident Bordeleau doesn’t hesitate at those expectations: 
“My goal has always been to be able to perform and dominate in the 
NHL. And it starts here. Being able to do it here will translate into starting 
the process in the NHL.” 

So while the 2020 second-round pick was disappointed to get sent down, 
he’s looking on the bright side: “I want to play, they want me to play. Just 
getting some good icetime, getting a couple of games with the Cuda 
could just be good for me. Just keep doing my thing, just working on my 
all-around game, things will come.” 
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Eklund's Challenge: Be 'That Guy' in AHL 

 

Sheng Peng 

10/12/2022 

 

“They want me to play a lot of minutes and be that guy.” 

In William Eklund’s own words, that’s why the San Jose Sharks sent him 
down. 

In the last three years, 29 players, including Eklund, have made their 
NHL debuts with the Sharks. Most assuredly, the lot of them, including 
Eklund last year, weren’t “that guy” wherever they were coming from. 

And that might be why only one of those 29, Mario Ferraro, is considered 
a bona fide NHL player today. Noah Gregor and Nikolai Knyzhov are in 
that conversation as well, but it’s a really short list. 

But things are different under new San Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier, who 
has put a greater emphasis, at the outset of his tenure, on NHL playing 
time being earned. Dominate the AHL, and maybe then, we’ll talk NHL. 
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So while Eklund is the seventh-overall pick of the 2021 Draft, he knows 
that nothing will be handed to him. 

His focus is simple with the San Jose Barracuda: “Just going to keep 
going and try to improve my game every day.” 

Euro Trip 

Eklund made the most of his trip to Berlin and Prague with the San Jose 
Sharks, even though he didn’t get to play in any games. 

He saw his father Christian and mother Mia, other family members, and 
even ex-Sharks winger Marcus Sorensen, his Djurgardens teammate last 
year, who currently plays for HC Fribourg-Gottéron in Switzerland. 

He also had one of the best culinary experiences in his life in Prague, 
dessert at Cerveny Jelen, at the team dinner hosted by native son Tomas 
Hertl. 

“It was pretty much bread with some whipped cream thing in the middle. I 
don’t know what it’s called. It was some salted caramel stuff,” Eklund 
smiled. “It was so good. Probably one of the best I’ve ever had.” 

Eklund is describing a Czech větrník, a choux pastry filled with caramel 
cream. 

Bosom Buddies 

One of the fun stories from last training camp was the budding friendship 
between Eklund and Jasper Weatherby. It looks like that friendship will 
continue this year, not just on the Barracuda, but in the same apartment 
complex. 

Eklund will be living on his own — “I’m going to have a lot of family and 
friends over. They want to come to the warm weather in California.” – but 
he’ll be in the same building as Weatherby, Jeffrey Viel, and other 
Barracuda. 

“It’s pretty fun to have those guys around,” Eklund said. 
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PREDICTION: Are These Sharks' Reverse Retro Jerseys? 

 

Sheng Peng 

10/12/2022 

 

The new Reverse Retro jerseys should be unveiled soon. 

Ali Murji, who first leaked the San Jose Sharks’ new home and road 
jerseys, tweeted last month that Adidas will tease the new jerseys on 
Oct. 19 and officially release them on Oct. 20. 

Sharks CMO Doug Bentz more or less corroborated that date, telling San 
Jose Hockey Now, “It’s somewhere around there.” 

Behind the Scenes of Sharks’ New, Divisive Jerseys with CMO Doug 
Bentz 

A week away from the supposed reveal date, Murji and artist Orion 
Taylor have dropped a Reverse Retro prediction for the San Jose Sharks 
that looks in line with everything that SJHN has heard. 

The San Jose Sharks will be paying homage to the first team in the Bay 
Area, the San Jose Sharks. Jersey has been very predictable due to the 
fanatic leak, but I’ve also been told there’s a chance we may see some 
retro white skates with them@orionataylor pic.twitter.com/2xH9ncBDoI 

— Ali Murji (@AliMurji1) October 12, 2022 

A source indicated to SJHN last month that the Sharks’ new Reverse 
Retro will be a primarily white jersey, inspired by the 1974-75 Golden 
Seals home kits. Save for the “Sharks” typeface as opposed to the 
“Seals”, Murji and Taylor’s prediction, on the surface, looks identical to 
the 1974-75 jerseys. 

SOURCE: Sharks’ Reverse Retro Will Be Inspired by Golden Seals’ 
1974-75 Jerseys 

Murji also corroborated a detail that icethetics had mentioned months 
ago, when they leaked that the San Jose Sharks would be drawing 
inspiration from the California Golden Seals for these Reverse Retros. 

REPORT: Golden Seals Will Inspire Sharks’ New Reverse Retro 

“I’ve also been told there’s a chance we may see some retro white skates 
with them,” Murji tweeted. 

Hey, the Sharks have already gone all-teal, why not all-white? 
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Kraken lose season opener to Ducks in overtime after blowing two-goal 
lead 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Kraken rookie Matty Beniers wasn’t around for most 
of last season when his team frequently gave away games such as these 
with momentary lapses at inopportune times. 

But Beniers certainly had a front-row seat to this 5-4 overtime defeat to 
the Anaheim Ducks in a Wednesday night season opener the Kraken 
had no business losing. There were vast swaths of this game when the 
Kraken and their dazzling power play looked set to turn the page 
completely on what had been a dismal first season. 

But then came those lapses; the timely turnovers, untimely penalties, 
poor line changes and all around bad luck that let an outplayed Anaheim 
Ducks squad back into a contest that should have been long over before 
Troy Terry’s breakaway winner in the extra session. 

“We’ve just got to figure out how to close out those games,” Beniers said 
after watching his team outshoot the home side 48-27 — the most shots 
the Kraken have ever taken in a single game. “We had played pretty well. 
It was just kind of in the last 10 or 12 minutes when they had a late push 
and we didn’t have a very good response.” 

Beniers had given the Kraken a two-goal lead early in the third, slotting 
home a rebound off a Jaden Schwartz shot. But the Ducks would draw 
closer midway through the frame off a poor Kraken line change, with 
Frank Vatrano beating Philipp Grubauer with a snapper from the high 
slot. 

Then, with 6:35 to go and Ryan Donato in the penalty box after taking his 
second hooking call of the night, Trevor Zegras one-timed home the tying 
power play goal from the right circle. 

The night hadn’t started off much better than it finished for the Kraken, 
who turned a puck over in the opening minute and yielded a goal by 
Terry on their very first shot allowed. 

Fortunately for coach Dave Hakstol’s bunch, the ensuing 19 minutes of 
the period looked almost nothing like last season’s familiarity displayed 
on that initial shift. Jared McCann knotted the equalizer for the first of 
three consecutive Kraken power play goals, tying the game 1-1 with a 
short sider, top shelf on Ducks goalie John Gibson. 
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It was part of a momentum reversal in what became a 20-shot first period 
barrage by the Kraken that carried over into the middle frame. 

It didn’t hurt that Kraken newcomers from this summer factored in the 
team’s initial three goals, starting with defenseman Justin Schultz 
drawing his first of two assists on McCann’s blistering tying strike.   

Just 37 seconds into that second period, Andre Burakovsky gave the 
Kraken the lead with his own nasty wrist shot from the left circle. Then, at 
the 6:28 mark, Oliver Bjorkstrand unleashed another wristed blast from 
the right circle to put the visitors ahead by two. 

“It shows that we’re hungry, we want to get to the net and we want to get 
a lot of shots,” Bjorkstrand said of the team record three power play goals 
and the barrage of shots. “So, that’s a positive. Again, there were a lot of 
positives in this game. It’s just some small mistakes we’ve got to 
straighten out.” 

Last season, entire weeks would go by without the Kraken managing a 
single power play goal, let alone three in the same contest. They kept 
pouring it on after Bjorkstrand’s goal and Ducks goalie Gibson had to 
stand on his head at times to keep even more pucks from entering his 
net. 

Gibson was certainly the difference maker late, keeping the Kraken from 
restoring their two-goal cushion while the Ducks began frequently finding 
the net behind Grubauer. 

The Kraken had let the Ducks back in it late in the second period at a 
time they held a 3-1 lead while enjoying a 4-1 edge in penalty calls. So, 
the entire rink knew one was coming against them the moment 
somebody gave the referees an excuse. 

That somebody would be Donato, who took a hooking call at the 17:14 
mark. The ensuing Ducks power play was going nowhere and at one 
point the Kraken broke out on a 2-on-1 rush with Alex Wennberg leading 
the way. 

But Wennberg didn’t shoot and wound up turning the puck over. Kraken 
defenseman Will Borgen had raced up ice on the play, but then tumbled 
into the corner and couldn’t get up in time to prevent a 2-on-1 rush the 
other way. 

This time, Mason McTavish carried it in before sending a cross-ice pass 
to Ryan Strome for the tap-in behind Grubauer. 

It was one of a handful of shifts Kraken coach Hakstol wanted to have 
back on what otherwise had looked at one point to be a very positive 
night for his team. 

“We liked the position we were in, especially going up 4-2 and being in a 
position to lock it down,” Hakstol said. “So, there are a couple of things 
that we have to do better there. We didn’t give up a whole lot but little 
things can make a big difference.” 
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Daniel Sprong misses Kraken season opener after immigration snafu 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Somebody apparently failed to talk enough turkey 
during the planning stages of Kraken forward Daniel Sprong seeking an 
immigration visa ahead of Wednesday’s season opener.  

The native of the Netherlands, who moved to Canada for his hockey 
development as a child but never obtained citizenship there or in the 
U.S., was the surprise of Kraken training camp and made the team just 
days ago after initially being invited only on a professional tryout basis. 

Problem is, Sprong’s immigration paperwork as a non-U.S. citizen 
intending to work in this country expired at September’s end.  

So, the Kraken arranged a meeting for him last Friday at the U.S. 
Consular General’s office in Calgary — which handles all visa requests 
for Alberta and neighboring Saskatchewan — the day of the team’s final 
preseason game in Edmonton just 185 miles to the north. The Kraken 
had been staying all week in the resort town of Kananaskis, just west of 
Calgary, so the plan was for Sprong to remain behind for his 
appointment, get his visa, rejoin teammates in Edmonton for that night’s 
game and fly back to Seattle with them on the Kraken’s charter 
immediately after. 

Players from the NHL, NBA, NHL and MLB typically are issued a P-1 visa 
to play in the U.S. if they show they have a major league contract. Once 
Sprong was offered a one-year, two-way contract midway through camp 
and it became clear he would make the NHL squad, the Kraken applied 
for an expedited P-1 on his behalf. They received an approval notice and 
had his Friday consular interview meeting arranged where he hoped to 
be given the visa.  

A Kraken source said Wednesday that Sprong had all his paperwork for 
the meeting. But consular officials told him his case file details had yet to 
be entered into what’s called a Petition Information Management Service 
(PIMS) system, which needed to happen, so they could verify that his 
application had indeed been approved — showing paper approval isn’t 
enough — before issuing the visa.  

Such delays are common and can take 3-to-5 business days to rectify.  

It didn’t help that Sprong was bumping up against a weekend — and a 
long one, as Monday happened to be Thanksgiving in Canada. 

“It wasn’t on our end,” a Kraken source with knowledge of the situation 
said Wednesday. “It was just because it happened to be a long weekend 
that it all got pushed back.” 

So, the Kraken sticking Sprong into their opening-night lineup needed to 
wait. Instead of flying back to Seattle after playing in Friday’s game in 
Edmonton — and scoring a goal — he remained in Canada over the long 
weekend until the person working on getting his case details uploaded 
into PIMS returned to work on Tuesday. 

Sprong was finally given a Wednesday appointment time back at the 
consulate in Calgary so officials could verify his approved status through 
PIMS. But he was told he’d need to wait for an official email telling him to 
come pick up his visa. 

The Kraken are hoping Sprong gets the email by Thursday morning — 
but there are no guarantees of that — so he can obtain his visa and fly to 
Los Angeles from Calgary for the team’s second regular-season game. 
They’ve reserved two flights for him — one direct to Los Angeles and 
another one connecting through Vancouver, British Columbia — just in 
case the email arrives in time. 

Wright makes official debut 

With weeks of training-camp scrutiny already surrounding center Shane 
Wright, the Kraken’s top draft pick this summer, it was easy to overlook 
that Wednesday night constituted his first official NHL game. The 18-
year-old had already run the gamut of emotions ahead of his first 
preseason game against Calgary back on Sept. 27, but admitted he still 
felt plenty of jitters heading into Wednesday’s opener. 

“I’m really, really excited, that’s the biggest thing,” Wright said. “Most of 
the emotions I’m feeling right now are that I’m really excited for this. It is 
something that I’ve looked forward to my whole life and the day is finally 
here.” 

Wright’s parents, Simon and Tanya, who flew from their Toronto-area 
home to Seattle to visit with him during training camp, attended the game 
at the Honda Center.  
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Wright centered a line with wingers Ryan Donato and Karson Kuhlman. 
He said the five preseason games he played in certainly helped get him 
ready for the opener. 

“It helped me get used to the speed and the energy and also just being a 
pro — the daily life,” he said. “The day to day life and being in the locker 
room and helping show me how to prepare my body and recover properly 
and all that.” 

As for last minute words of advice from teammates? “The biggest thing is 
you only get one first NHL game,” Wright said. “So, make it worthwhile 
and enjoy every second of it.”  

Notes 

The Kraken spent recent days practicing their 5-on-3 power play 
situations in which Andre Burakovsky and Jared McCann would replace 
first unit regulars Alex Wennberg and Donato. They got a chance to put 
that practice to work midway through the opening period Wednesday 
when the Ducks went two men down for 37 seconds. The Kraken didn’t 
score with the two-man edge, but the modified unit remained on the ice 
when the first Duck returned and McCann notched a regular 5-on-4 
power play goal with a wrist shot from the left circle. 

Kraken center Morgan Geekie was a late scratch for Wednesday’s game 
after participating in the morning skate and pregame warmups. Yanni 
Goude, who had been playing wing in the preseason, shifted back to 
center in Geekie’s absence on a line between Brandon Tanev and 
Jordan Eberle. 
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Meet the 2022-23 Kraken players 

 

By Geoff Baker and Kate Shefte 

 

Here are the players expected to hit the ice in the Kraken’s season 
opener Oct. 12 at Anaheim: 

Yanni Gourde  

37 | C 

5-9, 173 

Age: 31 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Saint Narcisse, Quebec 

Average annual salary: $5.17 million 

Last season: 21 goals, 27 assists 

Career: 101 goals, 134 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Victoriaville Tigres (QMJHL) 

Notable: The Kraken alternate captain won inaugural Guyle Fielder 
Award as voted on by Kraken players for perseverance, hustle and 
dedication. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand 

22 | LW, RW  

6-0, 177 

Age: 27 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Herning, Denmark 

Average annual salary: $5.4 million 

Last season: 28 goals, 29 assists 

Career: 111 goals, 123 assists 

2021-22 team: Blue Jackets 

College/junior team: Portland Winter Hawks (WHL) 

Notable: His goals and point totals for Columbus last season were higher 
than those tallied by any Kraken player. 

Andre Burakovsky 

95 | LW, RW 

6-3, 201 

Age: 27 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Klagenfurt, Austria 

Average annual salary: $5.5 million 

Last season: 22 goals, 39 assists 

Career: 123 goals, 172 assists 

2021-22 team: Avalanche 

College/junior team: Erie Otters (OHL) 

Notable: Scored winning goal in overtime for Colorado against Tampa 
Bay in Game 1 of Stanley Cup Final in June. 

Matty Beniers 

10 | C 

6-2, 175 

Age: 19 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Hingham, Massachusetts 

Average annual salary: $897,500 

Last season: 3 goals, 6 assists 

Career: 3 goals, 6 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: University of Michigan 

Notable: Franchise’s first draft pick at No. 2 overall in July 2021 and a 
favorite for Calder Trophy this season as NHL rookie of the year. 

Shane Wright 

51 | C 

6-0, 185 

Age: 18 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Burlington, Ontario 

Average annual salary: $950,000 

Last season: N/A (rookie) 

College/junior team: Kingston Frontenacs (OHL) 
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Notable: A consensus No. 1 overall NHL draft pick for much of the past 
three years before falling to Kraken at No. 4 overall in July. 

Jordan Eberle 

7 | RW 

5-11, 187 

Age: 32 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Regina, Saskatchewan 

Average annual salary: $5.5 million 

Last season: 21 goals, 23 assists 

Career: 262 goals, 333 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Regina Pats (WHL) 

Notable: The alternate captain was the Kraken franchise’s first All-Star 
Game selection in February. 

Jared McCann 

19 | LW, C, RW 

6-1, 185 

Age: 26 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Stratford, Ontario  

Average annual salary: $5 million 

Last season: 27 goals, 23 assists 

Career: 112 goals, 205 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Sault-Ste. Marie Greyhounds (OHL) 

Notable: Led the Kraken with a career-high 27 goals and 50 points last 
season, earning a five-year, $25 million contract extension in March. 

Morgan Geekie 

67 | C 

6-3, 192 

Age: 24 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Strathclair, Manitoba 

Average annual salary: $1.4 million 

Last season: 7 goals, 15 assists 

Career: 13 goals, 22 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Tri-City Americans (WHL) 

Notable: His 52.5% success rate on faceoffs was the highest on the team 
by Kraken regulars with more than 10 attempts. 

Jaden Schwartz 

17 | LW 

5-10, 190 

Age: 30 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Wilcox, Saskatchewan 

Average annual salary: $5.5 million 

Last season: 8 goals, 15 assists 

Career: 162 goals, 246 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Colorado College 

Notable: Alternate captain led the St. Louis Blues with 12 playoff goals 
during their run to the 2019 Stanley Cup championship. 

Brandon Tanev 

13 | LW, RW 

6-0, 180 

Age: 30 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Toronto 

Average annual salary: $3.5 million  

Last season: 9 goals, 6 assists 

Career: 51 goals, 56 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Providence College 

Notable: Scored six goals in Kraken’s first nine games and was on pace 
to surpass his career high of 14 when he suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in his 30th game last December. 

Ryan Donato 

9 | LW 

6-0, 192 

Age: 26 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Boston 

Average annual salary: $1.2 million 

Last season: 16 goals, 15 assists 

Career: 51 goals, 57 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Harvard University 

Notable: His 16 goals and 31 points last season were career highs. 

Alexander Wennberg 

21 | C 

6-2, 197 

Age: 28 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Stockholm, Sweden 

Average annual salary: $4.5 million 

Last season: 11 goals, 26 assists 
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Career: 68 goals, 199 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Djurgardens IF (Swedish J20 Nationell junior 
league) 

Notable: His 26 assists last season were third highest on team behind 
Vince Dunn (28) and Yanni Gourde (27). 

Karson Kuhlman 

25 | C, RW 

5-10, 190 

Age: 27 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Esko, Minnesota 

Average annual salary: $825,000 

Last season: 3 goals, 7 assists 

Career: 9 goals, 14 assists 

2021-22 team: Boston Bruins/Kraken 

College/junior team: University of Minnesota-Duluth (NCAA) 

Notable: Won the Clark Cup (USHL) with the Dubuque Fighting Saints 
and an NCAA championship with the Bulldogs before turning pro. 

Joonas Donskoi 

72 | RW 

6-0, 190 

Age: 30 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Raahe, Finland 

Average annual salary: $3.9 million 

Last season: 2 goals, 20 assists 

Career: 80 goals, 128 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Karpat (Finnish Liiga) 

Notable: Seattle’s expansion draft selection from the Colorado 
Avalanche. Last season’s assist total was sixth on the team. 

Daniel Sprong 

91 | RW 

6-0, 193 

Age: 25 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Average annual salary: $750,000 

Last season: 14 goals, 6 assists 

Career: 46 goals, 24 assists 

2021-22 team: Washington Capitals/Kraken 

College/junior team: Charlottetown Islanders (QMJHL) 

Notable: According to the Kraken, the only active NHL player and one of 
three in league history who was born in the Netherlands. 

Vince Dunn 

29 | D 

6-0, 203 

Age: 25 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Mississauga, Ontario 

Average annual salary: $4 million 

Last season: 7 goals, 28 assists 

Career: 39 goals, 98 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Niagara IceDogs (OHL) 

Notable: Dunn’s 35 points led all Kraken defensemen last season and 
tied a career high. His 28 assists led the team and made up the best total 
of his five-year NHL career. 

Jamie Oleksiak 

24 | D 

6-7, 225 

Age: 29 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Toronto 

Average annual salary: $4.6 million 

Last season: 1 goal, 16 assists 

Career: 25 goals, 64 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Northeastern (NCAA)/Saginaw Spirit (OHL) 

Notable: Sixteen assists and 17 points were career highs. A citizen of the 
U.S. and Canada, Oleksiak has represented both in international play. 

Justin Schultz 

4 | D 

6-2, 188 

Age: 32 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Kelowna, B.C. 

Average annual salary: $3 million 

Last season: 4 goals, 19 assists 

Career: 57 goals, 207 assists 

2021-22 team: Washington Capitals 

College/junior team: University of Wisconsin 

Notable: The two-time Stanley Cup champion (Pittsburgh Penguins, 
2016, 2017) signed a two-year deal as a free agent in July. 

Adam Larsson 

6 | D 

6-3, 208 

Age: 29 
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Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Skelleftea, Sweden 

Average annual salary: $4 million 

Last season: 8 goals, 17 assists 

Career: 33 goals, 129 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Skelleftea AIK (Swedish Hockey League) 

Notable: Alternate captain and the only Kraken player to appear in all 82 
games last season. 

Carson Soucy 

28 | D 

6-5, 211 

Age: 28 

Shoots: L 

Birthplace: Viking, Alberta 

Average annual salary: $2.75 million 

Last season: 10 goals, 11 assists 

Career: 10 goals, 34 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: University of Minnesota-Duluth 

Notable: A team-high plus-7 last season. 

Will Borgen 

3 | D 

6-3, 205 

Age: 25 

Shoots: R 

Birthplace: Moorhead, Minnesota 

Average annual salary: $900,000 

Last season: 2 goals, 6 assists 

Career: 2 goals, 6 assists 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: St. Cloud State University 

Notable: Claimed from Buffalo in expansion draft. He secured his first 
NHL point, an assist, against the Sabres on Nov. 27, 2021. 

Philipp Grubauer 

31 | G 

6-1, 188 

Age: 30 

Catches: L 

Birthplace: Rosenheim, Germany 

Average annual salary: $5.9 million 

Last season: 3.16 goals-against average, .889 save percentage, 2 
shutouts 

Career: 2.51 goals-against average, .914 save percentage, 20 shutouts 

2021-22 team: Kraken 

College/junior team: Belleville Bulls (OHL) 

Notable: 2018 Stanley Cup champion and 2021 Vezina Trophy finalist. 

Martin Jones 

30 | G 

6-4, 190 

Age: 32 

Catches: L 

Birthplace: North Vancouver, B.C. 

Average annual salary: $2 million 

Last season: 3.42 goals-against average, .900 save percentage 

Career: 2.68 goals-against average, .907 save percentage, 25 shutouts 

2021-22 team: Philadelphia Flyers 

College/junior team: Calgary Hitmen (WHL) 

Notable: The 2014 Stanley Cup champion (L.A. Kings) signed with 
Seattle as a free agent July 13. 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.13.2022 

1254733 Seattle Kraken 

 

Philipp Grubauer set on putting dismal Kraken debut far behind him 

 

By Kate Shefte 

 

Little went right on the ice for the Kraken in their first season. Predictably, 
the last line of defense and highest-paid member of the team got a cut of 
the scrutiny. 

Coming off a career year with a fresh, six-year, $35.4 million contract in 
hand, goaltender Philipp Grubauer was the flashy free agent, the buzzy 
name the Kraken had often left on the board during the expansion draft. 

The Kraken had issues from the beginning, however, and — realistic or 
not — Grubauer was tasked with bailing them out. He went 18-31-5 in 55 
games, and his .889 save percentage was the worst of his 10 NHL 
seasons. The advanced metrics told a strange story. 

“He’s a proud guy that knows his role on this team and how important he 
is to the group in this dressing room,” coach Dave Hakstol said as the 
Kraken opened training camp in September. 

Grubauer was in regular-season form in Seattle’s 2022 preseason home 
finale, a 4-0 win over the Vancouver Canucks. The action surrounded 
him in fits and starts, but he was ready when called upon. He slid over to 
deny Tyler Myers in dramatic fashion. 

“It didn’t work out for us last year. We didn’t have the year we wanted to 
have, as a team and an individual,” Grubauer said. “It’s time to step that 
up and make those changes.” 

Grubauer, one of just a handful of German-born-and-raised goaltenders 
to fashion a long NHL career, didn’t enjoy overnight success at hockey’s 
top level. He made lengthy stops in the American Hockey League and 
ECHL between stints with the Washington Capitals, then settled in 
behind Braeden Holtby as the Capitals’ backup by 2015-16. 

He was picked to start the 2018 playoffs after Holtby struggled down the 
stretch. Holtby relieved him in Game 2, then took the Capitals all the way 
to the Stanley Cup. 
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Two weeks after winning it all for the first time since entering the league 
in 1974, the Capitals dealt Grubauer. He got a chance to be the starter in 
Colorado and ran with it. 

As Colorado stockpiled and developed talent for an eventual 
championship season Grubauer wouldn’t be a part of, he enjoyed three 
solid campaigns, each better than the last. He was a finalist for the 
Vezina Trophy, awarded to “the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at 
this position” as voted on by NHL general managers, with a league-best 
1.95 goals-against average and .922 save percentage plus seven 
shutouts in 2020-21. 

The Avalanche never got out of the second round of the playoffs, 
however, and eventually they had to pay their homegrown stars. 
Grubauer was allowed to hit free agency and was quickly snapped up by 
the Kraken. 

There would be no Vezina runner-up repeat. Though he carefully 
directed it toward the defense as a whole, just a month in, Hakstol put out 
a call for more saves while the Kraken sank into the league basement. 
They finished with the third-fewest standings points in the NHL. 

The flagged advanced stat was goals saved above expected (GSAx). 
Midway through the season, Grubauer was said to have allowed 23 more 
goals than expected based on shot quality. In that category, he hovered 
near the bottom of the league consistently. But as always, there’s context 
behind those numbers. 

There were good stretches. Grubauer was outstanding in back-to-back 
November wins against Carolina and Washington, allowing three goals 
on 75 shots. He won three consecutive starts and four of five in late 
January. 

A few more timely saves, a few more miraculous performances, a little 
more confidence in the room. Would Grubauer have gotten the goal 
support he needed? Who knows. 

“I want to see him go about his business with a positive attitude, go out 
and work hard, be one of the toughest competitors on the ice,” Hakstol 
said. 

“That shows itself a little bit differently when you’re a goaltender, but it 
still shows itself.” 

The goaltending tandem with expansion draft selection Chris Driedger 
wasn’t a factor early due to injury and COVID concerns. Driedger had 
ACL surgery and is expected to be unavailable the first half of this 
season, so the Kraken went shopping once free agency opened. Nine-
year veteran, All-Star and former starter Martin Jones will be the one 
sharing time, applying pressure. 

“Hopefully we can work well together and help the boys win some hockey 
games,” Jones said. 

Thanks to relaxed pandemic restrictions and good, old-fashioned time 
spent together, Grubauer and his teammates have gotten a better feel for 
each other. 

“Now everybody knows each other. Everybody feels comfortable,” 
Grubauer said. “That’s a huge part to this.” 

With the help of newly hired goalie coach Steve Briere, Grubauer cited 
small, simple changes that make “a huge impact” on the game. 

“It’s important to look at what the mistakes were last year, from a 
personal and a team perspective, because you can learn from them and 
you can adjust them,” Grubauer said. 

“We’re not the biggest and most physical team, but you can find ways 
around that. We’re not maybe the most skilled team, but if you do the 
right things over and over again, it’s going to make it hard to beat us.” 
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Philipp Grubauer set on putting dismal Kraken debut far behind him 

 

By Kate Shefte 

 

Little went right on the ice for the Kraken in their first season. Predictably, 
the last line of defense and highest-paid member of the team got a cut of 
the scrutiny. 

Coming off a career year with a fresh, six-year, $35.4 million contract in 
hand, goaltender Philipp Grubauer was the flashy free agent, the buzzy 
name the Kraken had often left on the board during the expansion draft. 

The Kraken had issues from the beginning, however, and — realistic or 
not — Grubauer was tasked with bailing them out. He went 18-31-5 in 55 
games, and his .889 save percentage was the worst of his 10 NHL 
seasons. The advanced metrics told a strange story. 

“He’s a proud guy that knows his role on this team and how important he 
is to the group in this dressing room,” coach Dave Hakstol said as the 
Kraken opened training camp in September. 

Grubauer was in regular-season form in Seattle’s 2022 preseason home 
finale, a 4-0 win over the Vancouver Canucks. The action surrounded 
him in fits and starts, but he was ready when called upon. He slid over to 
deny Tyler Myers in dramatic fashion. 

“It didn’t work out for us last year. We didn’t have the year we wanted to 
have, as a team and an individual,” Grubauer said. “It’s time to step that 
up and make those changes.” 

Grubauer, one of just a handful of German-born-and-raised goaltenders 
to fashion a long NHL career, didn’t enjoy overnight success at hockey’s 
top level. He made lengthy stops in the American Hockey League and 
ECHL between stints with the Washington Capitals, then settled in 
behind Braeden Holtby as the Capitals’ backup by 2015-16. 

He was picked to start the 2018 playoffs after Holtby struggled down the 
stretch. Holtby relieved him in Game 2, then took the Capitals all the way 
to the Stanley Cup. 

Two weeks after winning it all for the first time since entering the league 
in 1974, the Capitals dealt Grubauer. He got a chance to be the starter in 
Colorado and ran with it. 

As Colorado stockpiled and developed talent for an eventual 
championship season Grubauer wouldn’t be a part of, he enjoyed three 
solid campaigns, each better than the last. He was a finalist for the 
Vezina Trophy, awarded to “the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at 
this position” as voted on by NHL general managers, with a league-best 
1.95 goals-against average and .922 save percentage plus seven 
shutouts in 2020-21. 

The Avalanche never got out of the second round of the playoffs, 
however, and eventually they had to pay their homegrown stars. 
Grubauer was allowed to hit free agency and was quickly snapped up by 
the Kraken. 

There would be no Vezina runner-up repeat. Though he carefully 
directed it toward the defense as a whole, just a month in, Hakstol put out 
a call for more saves while the Kraken sank into the league basement. 
They finished with the third-fewest standings points in the NHL. 

The flagged advanced stat was goals saved above expected (GSAx). 
Midway through the season, Grubauer was said to have allowed 23 more 
goals than expected based on shot quality. In that category, he hovered 
near the bottom of the league consistently. But as always, there’s context 
behind those numbers. 

There were good stretches. Grubauer was outstanding in back-to-back 
November wins against Carolina and Washington, allowing three goals 
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on 75 shots. He won three consecutive starts and four of five in late 
January. 

A few more timely saves, a few more miraculous performances, a little 
more confidence in the room. Would Grubauer have gotten the goal 
support he needed? Who knows. 

“I want to see him go about his business with a positive attitude, go out 
and work hard, be one of the toughest competitors on the ice,” Hakstol 
said. 

“That shows itself a little bit differently when you’re a goaltender, but it 
still shows itself.” 

The goaltending tandem with expansion draft selection Chris Driedger 
wasn’t a factor early due to injury and COVID concerns. Driedger had 
ACL surgery and is expected to be unavailable the first half of this 
season, so the Kraken went shopping once free agency opened. Nine-
year veteran, All-Star and former starter Martin Jones will be the one 
sharing time, applying pressure. 

“Hopefully we can work well together and help the boys win some hockey 
games,” Jones said. 

Thanks to relaxed pandemic restrictions and good, old-fashioned time 
spent together, Grubauer and his teammates have gotten a better feel for 
each other. 

“Now everybody knows each other. Everybody feels comfortable,” 
Grubauer said. “That’s a huge part to this.” 

With the help of newly hired goalie coach Steve Briere, Grubauer cited 
small, simple changes that make “a huge impact” on the game. 

“It’s important to look at what the mistakes were last year, from a 
personal and a team perspective, because you can learn from them and 
you can adjust them,” Grubauer said. 

“We’re not the biggest and most physical team, but you can find ways 
around that. We’re not maybe the most skilled team, but if you do the 
right things over and over again, it’s going to make it hard to beat us.” 
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Reasons to hope, and mope, for Kraken fans in Year 2 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

As with any professional sports season, the margin between wins and 
losses is often razor thin and was such with the debut Kraken. 

Here are three reasons for what could go right and three reasons the 
season could come undone again. 

Reasons to hope 

Goaltending has nowhere to go but up 

Philipp Grubauer had not had a save percentage below .916 before last 
season, when he put up .889. Anything sub-.900 usually isn’t the stuff of 
starting netminders, let alone Vezina Trophy finalists.  

Grubauer’s numbers almost have to improve merely by default. Throw in 
a defensive core that should be a tad quicker and more adapted to his 
style, and the Kraken can’t possibly let in as many soft goals as they did 
in last season’s first half. And yeah, Chris Driedger is hurt, but he missed 
a lot of games last season and his numbers weren’t much better than 
Grubauer’s. so you’d expect no drop-off going to backup Martin Jones.  

This team should score more 

The Kraken had three 20-plus goal scorers last season in Jared McCann, 
Jordan Eberle and Yanni Gourde. This season — with Oliver Bjorkstrand 
and Andre Burakovsky added — they have five guys who scored that 
many in 2021-22. Matty Beniers playing a full season could provide a 
sixth, not to mention Brandon Tanev and Jaden Schwartz were among 
offensive team leaders before season-ending injuries and are back.  

Spreading things around should make it tougher for opponents to key on 
one player. McCann scored 18 goals his first 39 games last season but 
just nine over his final 35 while drawing more attention. Eberle scored 12 
times his first 23 games and then nine more his final 56 contests.  

The margin of defeat was already thin 

It’s been well chronicled the Kraken lost 16 one-goal games and 14 more 
in which they trailed by a goal late before yielding an empty-netter with 
the goalie pulled for an extra attacker. That’s 30 games in which one 
additional Kraken goal scored or prevented could have secured another 
standings point or two. 

Advanced statistics showed their “expected goals” total in five-on-five 
play was 161 when they actually scored only 152 — meaning they got a 
bit unlucky at times. The disparity was even more glaring on goals 
allowed, with actual ones given up tallying 188 in five-on-five action 
compared with the 161 they were “expected” to yield. 

Even through sheer positive regression, before all the summer additions, 
the Kraken should swing some results toward extra points. 

Reasons to mope 

They run out of gas 

The up-tempo style the Kraken are trying to play isn’t for everybody, and 
they looked gassed at times last season. Right before Barry Trotz was let 
go as coach of the New York Islanders in May, he conceded his team, 
which played a similar style in reaching Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference finals during a pandemic-shortened 2020-21 season, had 
trouble replicating that over a regular 82-game campaign. 

So if a talented playoff team such as the Islanders has trouble 
maintaining a relentless pace, why would the Kraken be different? The 
Kraken didn’t always show up for the beginning of some games. They 
looked flat-footed at times and were prone to getting burned on 
transitions. Sometimes they appeared to be catching midweek breathers 
to heal their battered bodies. It’s imperative that coach Dave Hakstol has 
the right player personnel in the right roles this season. 

Soft goals early 

Nothing deflates a team more than working its tail off to score, only to 
have goals given right back to the opponent without much effort. Of all 
the softer goals allowed by Grubauer and — to a lesser extent — his 
backups last season, an abundance came the opening two months. That 
poor start doomed the Kraken before they even got out of the gate. 

You can blame other factors, and certainly the goalies and defenders 
weren’t always on the same page as part of a new expansion team. But 
that excuse no longer exists. The stoppable pucks must be stopped from 
the start this season to generate momentum that can give the Kraken 
confidence and keep them in the hunt beyond the Christmas break. 

Injury to a top-four defender 

The Kraken defense is quite solid, but lacking in elite talent. If somebody 
on the top two pairings goes down — either Jamie Oleksiak, Adam 
Larsson, Vince Dunn or Justin Schultz — things start to get real thin. 
Michal Kempny was already hurt midway through preseason, so the 
depth after that is mainly Cale Fleury and Ryker Evans with minimal NHL 
experience between them. 

A big part of the Kraken’s expected overall improvement is a defense that 
should move pucks more quickly: Creating more opportunities in the 
offensive zone and limiting chances in the Kraken’s end. But that might 
fizzle if one of the top puck movers Dunn or Schultz gets hurt and 
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Kempny isn’t ready to replace him. Likewise, Larsson and Oleksiak are 
the team’s best defensive-minded blue-liners and a backstop against 
turnovers and counterattacks in a fast-paced Kraken transition game. 
Losing one of them for any length of time could alter the team’s look. 

1254736 Seattle Kraken 

 

Kraken facing a different kind of construction as another NHL season 
begins 

 

By Larry Stone 

 

Precisely one year ago, Tod Leiweke was racing against time as the 
finishing touches were being put on Climate Pledge Arena. Its carefully 
formulated construction schedule torn asunder by COVID-19 disruptions, 
the goal was to have the $1.2 billion building ready for the Kraken’s home 
opener Oct. 23, 2021 — after five strategically scheduled games on the 
road to kick off the fledgling franchise. 

Leiweke — the Kraken’s chief executive officer and with brother Tim the 
driving force behind bringing an NHL franchise to Seattle — remembers 
giving a friend a tour of the place in those frantic final days. 

“Man, I don’t know how you’re going to get all this done,” the friend told 
Leiweke. 

But they pulled it off, for which Leiweke gives a nod of thanks to the 
“courage, determination and ultimately the quality of craftsmanship of the 
men and women of the trades.” 

For the Kraken, a different sort of building project remains very much a 
work in progress. This one has every bit as much at stake, but it is far 
less frenetic, far more deliberate. In fact, some would say the 
construction of the Kraken’s on-ice product could use a little more 
urgency, following a season in which they debuted with a 27-49-6 record, 
30th out of 32 teams in the NHL. 

Appearing relaxed and confident last week during an interview at the 
group’s other sparkling new Seattle hockey edifice, the Kraken 
Community Iceplex, Leiweke defended the pace at which the club is 
being constructed. Rather than dive full-bore into free agency from the 
outset and use all their payroll space, the Kraken, under the guidance of 
general manager Ron Francis, are attempting to build a strong and 
lasting foundation through the draft and other less flashy — but they 
believe more substantial — means. 

Leiweke says he and the ownership group have full confidence in 
Francis’ vision. And that the eventual payoff will be worth it, and much 
more sustainable. 

“It depends how you look at the journey,” he said. “If we put this here and 
it was just for a year or two, it’s hard to ask for people’s patience. But 
we’re planning to be here forever.” 

Leiweke left his job as the No. 2 man in the NFL to come to Seattle and 
spearhead the Kraken’s launch, which he calls “the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done.” More than once, he said starting a franchise in the midst of 
COVID “is not for the faint of heart.” 

But he also said it was a labor of love, the natural career coup de grace 
for a lifetime hockey zealot. 

“I love this game,” he said. “I think it’s as beautiful a game as there is in 
the world. The players play it with great dignity and hard work. It’s a 
combination of ballet and some of the toughest physical action there is. 
It’s got all these amazing things for people who love it like me. I’ve loved 
it my whole life. I know for a fact that it will work. And it’s going to work 
here long term.” 

Asked if he’s concerned by lagging television ratings and the sluggish 
ticket resale market, and whether that’s a byproduct of the Kraken’s on-
ice struggles, Leiweke replied: “Well, it’s the byproduct of being not even 
a year old. I would say on those sorts of things, judge us in five years. I 
think when people are quick to judge on near-term issues, it doesn’t do 
justice to the long-term vision.” 

That mindset will perhaps be tested after 2023-24, when the initial three-
year season-ticket packages come up for renewal. 

For now, Leiweke points proudly to ancillary items such as the 
announcing crew he calls “as good a broadcast as there is, including the 
network broadcasts,” the game presentation he vows will be upgraded in 
2022-23 and the spanking new facility for their Coachella Valley AHL 
affiliate in California. He joked that his only concern is that when a player 
is called up from Coachella Valley and sees it’s raining in Seattle, he’ll 
say, “Hey, can I come on Saturday instead of tomorrow?” 

Players who were held back by COVID restrictions are now able to 
engage in the community and better bond among each other. And 
Leiweke believes a culture is developing where team members are taking 
pride and ownership in being a Kraken. 

“We’ve had two wonderful draft years,” he said. “The players are proud 
now to pull our jersey on. And that is a sea change, if you will. Because 
these are players who want to be here. They came to us either through 
the draft or free agency or re-signed with us.” 

The million-dollar (or perhaps billion-dollar) question: Can the Kraken, in 
Year 2, attain the playoffs? 

“I do believe in analytics, and the analytics folks can tell us with some 
sort of expertise as to where we’ll be,” he said. “But the bottom line is I 
think we’re going to be definitely improved. And I think we’re headed 
toward a goal, and that when we do make the playoffs we will be a 
sustained playoff team.” 

Of Francis, he said: “If you’re knee-jerk in this business, and any team 
sports, it’s not a good sign. And so I’d say that Ron is a very deliberate, 
incredibly thoughtful guy. And we’re fortunate to have him in the 
leadership role. 

“We could have spent closer to the cap [at the outset]. But when he came 
he spoke the truth, which is we don’t want to just win. We want to win on 
a sustained basis. And the way you do that is really by drafting smart.” 

As the 2022-23 season nears for the Kraken, they are no longer 
stressing about the completion of their arena and all the other trappings 
of their franchise unveiling. But they are still under construction, and the 
clock is ticking. 
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Analysis: It will take more than roster upgrades for Kraken turnaround 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

There were times last season when Kraken forward Yanni Gourde 
seemed to be imploring his new teammates to do a better job of 
emulating his former squad, which had won two Stanley Cups. 

It wasn’t entirely the fault of Kraken players that they couldn’t replicate 
the relentless Tampa Bay Lightning for 82 games and wound up with the 
NHL’s third-worst record. Part of it was the folks above them: The 
ownership group that couldn’t get Climate Pledge Arena completed for 
the preseason, a front office that at times seemingly prioritized salary-cap 
space over the on-ice product and a coaching staff deploying a system 
that didn’t always mesh with personnel. 
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Oh yeah, and the goalie let in a bunch of stoppable pucks early. Also, 
COVID-19 skewered any chance of new players bonding together and 
limited practice time required to modify the on-ice system to better fit the 
team. 

Fast-forward a season, and many of those excuses are gone. So, too, 
are 13 of the 30 players chosen by the team in the July 2021 expansion 
draft — some good, some not very good — as well as another six 
acquired through subsequent trades, free-agent signings and waiver 
claims.  

The Kraken have feverishly shipped bodies out since the March trade 
deadline and spent the summer trying to fix themselves, adding talent up 
front and on the blue line to score more goals and buy goalie Philipp 
Grubauer time to regain his Vezina Trophy finalist form. But for the fixes 
to work, with fewer built-in excuses, this season’s Kraken players must 
uphold their end of the bargain by keeping Gourde satisfied on a nightly 
basis. 

“It’s just being consistent a little bit more in our structure and playing 60 
minutes,” Gourde said during the preseason. “I mean, at the end of the 
day last year I think there were lapses. Times where we weren’t at our 
best, and then when we were losing games because of four or five 
minutes. 

“I think we’ve got to be more consistent doing the right thing over and 
over again and play for 60 minutes. That’s for sure.” 

Some pundits and analytical projections rated the Kraken a 90-point 
playoff contender a year ago, one that badly underachieved those 
expectations. Not surprisingly, with all the summer additions, some again 
peg them a dark-horse team headed for 80-85 points and perhaps even 
sneaking into the playoffs if they build early momentum.  

But that would require more than mere roster fixes. As Gourde alluded, it 
needs to carry over to on-ice play.    

“The work ethic and the tenacity of our team was really good last year,” 
Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said. “This team kept coming back. They 
competed throughout the entire season. There were a few games where 
we looked at each other and said, ‘That wasn’t good enough.’ But there 
weren’t very many as far as effort.” 

That said, for all the talk of the Kraken being “competitive,” they still 
played just well enough to lose. As Gourde and Hakstol suggested, 
they’d put in enough effort to hang tight in one-goal games before either 
blowing a lead or — most frequently — surrendering a late empty-net 
goal instead of finding the equalizer. 

There’s a fine line between winning and losing in professional sports, and 
the Kraken, with mind-numbing consistency, managed to remain on the 
wrong side of it. Sure, flip those one-goal results around, and points 
would pile up in a hurry. 

But who’s going to cause such a swing? Even changing outcomes by a 
single goal’s margin is often easier said than done.  

But the Kraken will try to narrow the differential. 

A significant part of their goals against was attributable to goalie 
Grubauer, being counted on for significant improvement from his career-
worst season. So the biggest chance to flip results through fixes within 
the team’s control was on offense.  

The Kraken scored the league’s fourth-fewest goals, fifth-worst in five-on-
five play. Their power play was abysmal.  

“We need to find ways to be better offensively,” Hakstol said. “And part of 
that is some of our personnel and the additions we have. And some of it 
is being better in certain areas in terms of getting inside and finding some 
of those scoring opportunities.” 

They’ve added winger Oliver Bjorkstrand in a trade with Columbus, free-
agent winger Andre Burakovsky from Colorado and will have their No. 2 

overall draft pick from 2021, centerman Matty Beniers, ready to go after a 
10-game trial run last spring.  

“You add all of these pieces, and the excitement starts there,” said 
holdover winger Jordan Eberle, who scored 21 goals last season as the 
team’s first All-Star Game selection. “We’ve obviously gotten better, and 
we want to show it on the ice.”  

They will also have somewhat surprising goal-producer Brandon Tanev 
back from his season-ending knee surgery last December as well as 
winger Jaden Schwartz returning after injuries sidelined him for more 
than half the Kraken’s debut campaign. 

“I think our expectations are a lot higher. … Obviously our start last year 
wasn’t where it needs to be,” Schwartz said. “So I think that’s going to be 
a big goal for us.” 

The Kraken started 1-4-1 last season and were 4-12-1 just five weeks in, 
with Grubauer allowing some soft goals. It didn’t help that defensemen 
weren’t always communicating with him and that players were turning 
pucks over at key moments while adjusting to the Kraken’s fast-paced 
transitional style. 

Grubauer’s advanced statistics showed him allowing an NHL-worst 31.5 
goals more than “expected” last season. Though some of that number 
was flawed — not accounting enough for turnovers and odd-man rushes 
allowed — Grubauer certainly needed to improve. 

His play steadied, as did the defense, by the second half even if stats 
alone didn’t always reflect that. And that needs to continue, especially 
with backup Chris Driedger out until February after knee surgery and 
replaced by Martin Jones. 

“It’s important to look at what the mistakes were last year from a personal 
and team perspective for sure,” Grubauer said. “Because you can learn 
from that, and you can adjust it. You want to make small changes. It 
didn’t work out for us last year. We didn’t have the year we wanted to 
have as a team and individually, so it’s time to step that up.” 

On the team-improvement front, general manager Ron Francis signed 
offensive-minded defenseman Justin Schultz and imported the new 
forwards partly to help Grubauer out. The thinking is that the longer the 
Kraken maintain offensive possession, the less time teams will have to 
test Grubauer.  

Schultz also balances out a blue-line corps that skewed toward left-
handed point shots and slower-moving, defense-first types. 

The Kraken can roll out three balanced defensive pairings with nobody 
forced to play on their opposite-shooting side.  

It looks great on paper. But paper isn’t where the Kraken play games. 
Though they could potentially compete with Vegas, Los Angeles and 
Vancouver for standings positioning beneath Pacific Division favorites 
Calgary and Edmonton, they can’t take several weeks to get going. 

“The ‘compete level’ has been high,” Gourde said of training camp. “The 
intensity is high. It’s been super fun. And the new faces, the new 
additions have been working very hard.” 

And that must continue beyond a winning preseason for the summertime 
fixes to flip results in the Kraken’s favor. 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.13.2022 

1254738 Seattle Kraken 

 

Why Kraken prospect Jagger Firkus’ game will work in the NHL 
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In hockey, as in life, there are archetypes built on hyperbole and lazy 
buzzwords that try to fit every player into a predefined box. “The Gifted” 
examines, through video, the NHL’s most fascinating and quirky 
prospects and the unique skill sets that define them in an attempt to push 
past jargon and dissect all of the different ways that hockey can be 
played — in both approach and ability. By popular demand, “The Gifted” 
is back for a sixth year at The Athletic, this year as a five-part series. 

When Jagger Firkus met with NHL clubs at the 2022 scouting combine in 
Buffalo in June and they asked him about his weight and slight build 
(then 5-foot-10 and a shade over 150 pounds), he answered bluntly with 
some combination of “I don’t care what you think about my weight” or “It 
hasn’t been an issue yet and it won’t be in the future.” 

He was also, I’m told, happy to detail all of the ways that being light on 
his feet serves as a competitive advantage on the ice and makes his 
game (which had just seen him produce 80 points in 66 games as the 
WHL’s second-most productive draft-eligible behind would-be top-10 pick 
Matt Savoie, and which had months earlier made him the star of the 
CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game) what it is. 

Here, through a review of all seven games he has played thus far this 
season with Moose Jaw in the WHL, plus some clips I’d gathered during 
last year’s playoffs and this summer’s Hockey Canada camp, I’ll explain 
why and how I think Firkus is right about his game — and his weight’s 
role within it. 

To understand Firkus’ game, though, you must first understand the 
different ways the game is played. 

If I were to boil it down to its simplest terms, I think there are two primary 
ways to be successful on the ice in the NHL as a forward today. 

In one camp, there are those who play the game to win a war of attrition 
— players who impact play over the course of a game by winning more 
small battles than they lose until a positive result is achieved. In another 
camp, there are players who impact a game through the outsized threat 
of their ability to win the war in one fell swoop — players who may come 
and go a little more than the other group, but whose quick strike ability 
distinguishes them. 

For a long time, teams were built almost exclusively with players from 
that first camp, with only a seldom few breaking through in the second 
because of just how special they were (Wayne Gretzky and Pavel Bure 
being examples). And while the former group still makes up the majority 
of the league, and there are still teams that have built their identities 
around them (today’s Senators, Islanders, Flyers come to mind), the 
modern NHL has increasingly lent itself and made space for the latter 
group. 

Firkus is cut from the latter’s cloth. And I’d argue there ought to be room 
on every team for players like him — that variety is of more value to an 
NHL club than strict adherence to an identity. 

Before I jump into the tape to explain why, here’s a little more on the 
sample of play being examined: 

2022-23 regular season: 5GP, 2G, 3A, 5PTS, +5, 21 SOG (4.2 per shots 
game) 

2022-23 preseason: 2GP, 3G, 2A, 5PTS, +3, 8SOG (4.0 per shots game) 

2022-23 totals (so far): 7GP, 5G, 5A, 10PTS, +8, 29SOG (4.1 per shots 
game) 

The tape 

Note: Firkus wears No. 27 in all clips. 

The one thing that all NHL players who fit into Firkus’ category have is 
that they’re opportunistic. It’s a word we hear bandied about on 
broadcasts all the time. Opportunistic. 

But what does it actually mean to be opportunistic? It really just boils 
down to having the skill to execute finishing plays when they’re there to 
be finished. 

Players can be opportunistic in different ways. I think the most common 
way we think about opportunistic players is by thinking about those who 
have that sixth sense for timing around the crease that allows them to get 
on and finish rebounds. 

That’s not how Firkus is opportunistic. He’s opportunistic in that he’s got 
skills that allow him to finish one-on-one with goalies whenever he’s left 
with even a little bit of space. 

The most prominent of those skills is his release. Though it’s easy to 
assume that strength equates to the kind of hard or heavy shot that can 
cleanly beat a goalie, and that’s been true for many (players like Alex 
Ovechkins and Shea Weber), there’s another camp of players who beat 
goalies without it (players like Elias Petersson) by generating their power 
through technique and footwork, or by getting the puck off quickly, 
changing angles, or surprising goalies with release points through pre-
shot deception. 

Firkus has a number of those last weapons in his arsenal. 

When he doesn’t have time and space, he’s got a quick one-touch shot 
that he still leverages good power from by getting low, too. Watch the 
way he bends to one knee to get the most out of the strength he does 
have here: 

Chief among his weapons, though, is his slick pre-shot adjustment that 
curls and drags the puck into his feet ever so slightly without actually 
looking to the goalie like a pronounced, telegraphed curl-and-drag 
motion. 

Here’s another look at it: 

When he’s got time and space and he’s in all alone with a goalie, he’ll 
use that release to surprise them and pick a spot (often short side high in 
the net). 

From a little further out, he also generates serious power through a more 
standard backward-and-forward follow-through shooting pattern that he 
also gets off quickly. 

Watch here the way he settles the bouncing puck and pops through this 
shot: 

Or here, the way he leans through his shot, even with a high grip on his 
stick (harder to generate power that way unless you’ve got a special feel 
for where the puck is on your blade), without having to handle the puck. 

There, if he dusts the puck off and stickhandles even once, the 
opportunity that he’s able to pounce on is likely gone when the goalie 
gets into a more ready stance. 

He’s also just got natural finishing touch in tight, where he’s able to get 
rid of the puck while under pressure and still find openings in the net. 

When the puck lands in Firkus’ lap around the slot, he’s not quickly 
rushing/slapping it at the net. Instead, he makes plays like this: 

Same idea below. Even though Firkus doesn’t score, it’s how quickly and 
smoothly he goes from taking that pass on his backhand into snapping it 
off of his forehand that allows him to take advantage of opportunities at a 
higher clip than others. 

There are NHL players that still struggle with those types of patterns in 
game situations. But that smoothness is central to Firkus’ game. 

You don’t just see it in the way he shoots, either. 

You see it in his first touch on receptions, and in the way his handles flow 
with his body when he’s in motion. 

In moments in the game where other players might come to a standstill, 
or bobble or mishandle the puck, Firkus almost never does. 
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Watch here, when the puck falls behind him, how he reaches behind 
himself with his skate, kicks it to his stick and then shoots in one 
controlled movement: 

Or watch here the way he touches this puck around the defender to 
himself and then around another defender to his teammate. 

This little spin to the middle in control looks simple, for example, but ask 
yourself how many players on your favourite NHL team are going to that 
play instead of coming to a standstill facing the puck when they receive 
the pass? 

The same tools of dexterity that give Firkus his first touch also allow him 
to win battles, because they allow him to find, pull, gather and hold onto 
pucks. 

The sequence, where he taps the puck out of mid-air and around the 
Raiders’ defender, is a good example of that. He engages physically in 
an effort to win favourable body positioning on his drive to the net, but it’s 
the little bat to himself (watch closely) that sets up that positioning. 

He’s also opportunistic off of the puck in the same way he is offensively. 

In fact, in my review for this piece, not only did Firkus show himself to be 
a bit of a pick-pocket, but he also quickly turned some of his steals into 
offence. 

Case in point? This little stick lift into a quick pass to the slot for an assist: 

Or this little stick lift into a quick pass to the slot for a chance: 

Or this little poke to himself: 

In the former two clips, you also get a taste of the fact that striking quick 
isn’t just about finishing off scoring chances as a shooter. It’s also about 
preventing opposing teams from getting set in their structure by making 
quick decisions with pucks as a passer. 

If you’ve played hockey, you’ve heard the old adage that the puck can 
move faster than you. Firkus gets that and when there isn’t an 
opportunity for him to quickly attack for himself, he’ll look to quickly move 
the puck to a teammate who can. 

This quick return pass to 2023 prospect and linemate Brayden Yager 
highlighted that: 

Now, none of this means he’s always looking to get rid of it, or that he’s 
shy because of his lack of size, or that he only impacts a game in short 
bursts. Though he’ll make the early play when it’s there, he’s also 
extremely comfortable hanging onto it to make the long one when it’s not. 

And in prolonged carries, where he’s more likely to get bumped, his light 
frame and feet, and quick hands, help him play through the feet and 
sticks of opposing players, or slide around their bodies. 

On this play, he does both against 6-foot-1 Senators prospect Carson 
Latimer. 

On this play, his light edges and maneuverability draw a penalty when 6-
foot-1 defenceman Ben Saunderson, who has nearly 40 pounds on him, 
can’t get a hand on him: 

Because of the combination of his dexterity, his touch, and his 
maneuverability, the puck also just has this way of sticking to him until 
one of his opponents tries to reach in. 

And then when they do reach in or overcompensate, he either draws 
more penalties, like he did below (his stick almost looks magnetic to the 
puck when he briefly loses it here) … 

… or he simply finds a way to evade their sticks, like he does here… 

… and here (including splitting between one of his own teammates and 
an opposing player): 

The result is a slippery, always-threatening player who defenders — 
even, and maybe especially, those who are much bigger and stronger — 

either can’t stop because he pounces on opportunities and beats them 
before they get a chance to, or struggle to stop even when they get a 
crack at it. 

Even along the wall, where you’d expect him to be at more of a 
competitive disadvantage than in open ice, Firkus consistently finds ways 
to avoid putting himself in physical confrontations he’s likely to lose. 

One way of doing that, as William Nylander and Nikolaj Ehlers have 
mastered in the NHL, is through cutbacks upon entry whenever an 
opposing defender is looking to rub you out or pin you down. When 
executed with the right timing, those cutbacks can be particularly 
effective for a player built like Firkus. 

This cutback into a cross-ice pass produced an assist in the games I 
reviewed: 

But this one, which doesn’t produce a goal, highlights his talent at it even 
more because after evading the first check, he then quickly beats a 
second layer of pressure from a standstill by sidestepping another player 
before finding Yager with a short pass: 

This summer, all of these things worked for him at Canada’s U20 and 
U18 showcases. This play has a little bit of everything I’ve talked about 
except the finish. A steal. Adjustable footwork. That magnetic stick. 
Touch. 

In time, with the right development and eventually the right complement 
of linemates, I suspect it will work for him in the NHL with the Kraken, as 
well. 
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Good opportunity for Edmonton Oilers to get off to strong start 

 

Derek Van Diest 
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With six home games to open the year and nine of their first 12 at Rogers 
Place, the Oilers have chance to fly out of the gates in the quest to get 
back into the NHL Playoffs this season 

The runway is set for the Edmonton Oilers to get off the ground quickly 
this season. 

With six home games to open the year and nine of their first 12 at Rogers 
Place, the Oilers have a chance to get out of the gates quickly in the 
quest to get back into the NHL Playoffs this season. 

It’s all starting Wednesday by hosting the Vancouver Canucks at Rogers 
Place in the 2022-23 NHL season opener. 

“We were really good last season at home, and that’s something that 
hasn’t always been like that in the past,” said Oilers centre Leon Draisaitl. 
“We took a big step last season and having nine out of 12 at home is big 
for us, and we’re looking to have a good start.” 

This is the fourth consecutive season the Oilers have opened against the 
Canucks. The Oilers have won two of the previous three. Overall the 
Oilers are 20-9-3 in season openers. 

“Outside of playoffs, it’s the most exciting game that you play in a 
season,” Draisaitl said. “Everyone is looking forward to it — a new team, 
everyone is excited to see how you stack up against other teams. It’s 
always a special night and you can tell there is a lot of excitement in the 
group and I think the people are as excited. We’re looking forward to it as 
well.” 
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Expectations are high for the Oilers this season after making it to the 
Western Conference Final last season for the first time since 2006. With 
the core intact, along with the addition of goaltender Jack Campbell, the 
Oilers go into the year considered Stanley Cup contenders. 

“We’re a good team,” Draisaitl said. “If we play to our standard and the 
way we know we can play, I don’t think we’ll have any problems having a 
good year.” 

DEBUT FOR HOLLOWAY 

Dylan Holloway got an opportunity to dress in Game 4 of the Western 
Conference Final in June, but only played three-and-a-half minutes. 

The Oilers rookie is expected to get a lot more ice time in his regular-
season debut against the Canucks. 

Holloway had a strong training camp and earned a spot on the opening-
night roster. He will play on the Oilers second line with Draisaitl and Zach 
Hyman. 

“It’s pretty special, it’s definitely a dream come true,” Holloway said. “I felt 
I had a good camp, I was feeling confident in camp and I was able to 
make some plays. I felt my pace was good, my conditioning was good, 
so I think that led to a good camp.” 

Holloway, 21, was selected 14th overall by the Oilers in the 2020 NHL 
Draft. His professional career got off to a frustrating start after sustaining 
a wrist injury at the end of his NCAA career with the University of 
Wisconsin, which required surgery twice to repair. 

A Calgary product, Holloway returned to play 33 games with the 
Bakersfield Condors, scoring eight goals and collecting 22 points. 

“I think the biggest thing for myself is to not be nervous,” Holloway said. 
“Myself, I’ve already played nine games (pre-season), so I’m going to try 
and treat this like any other game. But it is a big one, it’s definitely 
exciting.” 

HOMECOMING FOR LAZAR 

Curtis Lazar is back in Edmonton as a member of the Canucks with a 
new three-year contract in his pocket. 

Lazar, 27, won two WHL championships and a Memorial Cup title with 
the Edmonton Oil Kings before moving on to the NHL. 

A first-round pick of the Ottawa Senators — 17th overall — in 2013, 
Lazar spent last season with the Boston Bruins, scoring eight goals with 
16 points. He’ll be making $ 1 million a year with the Canucks. 

“It’s an opportunity to continue to build my career,” Lazar said. “This 
summer was an interesting one, coming off my best season in Boston, I 
knew there were going to be opportunities elsewhere and I was able to 
land in a great spot here in Vancouver. 

“I’m close to home, a dire Canucks fan growing up, which was pretty 
cool. All in all, it’s a new chapter in my career and I’m looking forward to 
helping this team win.” 

A product of Salmon Arm, B.C., Lazar knows a thing or two about 
winning. He was selected second overall by the Oil Kings in the 2010 
WHL Bantam Draft and was the cornerstone of their championship team. 

The Oil Kings went back to the Memorial Cup this past season for the 
first time since Lazar won it in 2014. The Oil Kings were eliminated in the 
preliminary round. They were hurt by not having Dylan Guenther at the 
tournament, who was injured in the WHL Final. 

“It was a great run, it was a great team they had and it brought back a lot 
of memories, watching the games on TV and texting with Rogs 
(equipment manager Rogan Dean) through it all,” Lazar said. “Time flies 
and I remember when I first got to the Oil Kings, the older guys said to 
enjoy the moments because it goes by fast, which is true. I’m coming into 
my ninth season in the NHL now, which is pretty crazy. I remember my 
time in Edmonton like it was yesterday.” 
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Oilers must adapt to short-handed lineup because it’s coming again 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
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EDMONTON — It was bound to occur at some point. The annoying and 
potentially troubling thing is the Oilers couldn’t even play one game first, 
though. 

The season opener provided a taste of what could be in store for them 
right through to the end of April. 

Let’s put aside the outcome or even how they played. The Oilers were 
brutal early, and sloppy and undisciplined throughout. Thankfully for their 
sake, they showed plenty of resolve and got some good goaltending from 
Jack Campbell as the game wore on. They managed to overcome a 
three-goal deficit and beat the Canucks 5-3. 

Uneven games happen. You’d hope not in Game 1. But they happen. 
This should be a great team, so let’s not go overboard here. 

No, this is about the Oilers having to begin the season by dressing 17 
skaters because of injuries to wingers Kailer Yamamoto and Warren 
Foegele. This is about the undesirable situation of having to play short-
handed, which will inevitably happen throughout the coming months 
unless the Oilers can make a trade to clear cap space. 

“It felt different. It felt different to me,” Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. “I 
don’t think that’s the scenario that we look to start the season with, but it 
was what it was.” 

For Woodcroft to say it felt different is telling. 

It shouldn’t have been a problem considering how comfortable Woodcroft 
is with having 11 forwards on his bench. He coached with one less than 
the normal assortment of forwards on a regular basis in Bakersfield. He 
did so over and over again in his early days after his promotion from the 
minor leagues. Same goes for playoff games. 

Again, the Oilers having only 17 skaters at the ready shouldn’t have been 
the reason for their subpar play. Really, there was more to it than that. 

But the difference Wednesday was Woodcroft had one less option to try, 
which especially could have been helpful when the Oilers needed a jolt or 
in certain situations. 

“The hard part about tonight with 11 forwards was we took so many 
penalties, so what you end up doing is you overtax certain individuals,” 
he said. “And then other guys maybe go cold a little bit because there’s 
been so many penalties. That was something we had to deal with, but we 
figured it out and found a way to win.” 

"We found a way to win the game & that is a good sign…but we can be 
better." 

Head Coach Jay Woodcroft reflects on the #Oilers first win to open the 
regular season. pic.twitter.com/r7Wc5Ywue3 

— Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) October 13, 2022 

The Oilers should be good enough to make do down a skater. It didn’t 
look like, for the first half of the game, anyway, they were going to have 
enough. Their key players willed them back. 

Campbell made 33 saves. Leon Draisaitl tallied a goal and two assists. 
Connor McDavid recorded a hat trick and a helper and became the sixth-
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fastest in league history to 700 points, doing so in 488 games. He 
finished the night at 701. 

The two superstars mostly played together with Zach Hyman, a 
byproduct of the Oilers trailing early and of Woodcroft trying all sorts of 
combinations with just 11 forwards at his disposal. 

“We know that we’re going to play with lots of different guys,” McDavid 
said. “Sometimes a lineup at the beginning of the night is not the way it 
ends, and we’re comfortable with that. We’ve got lots of good players. 

“It just wasn’t a good start for our group.” 

The Oilers sure didn’t look comfortable, notably early on during that poor 
start. 

It’s something they must address because, with the Oilers in cap hell, this 
scenario is bound to come around again. 

Holland’s work this past offseason isn’t even really the problem here. 

He jettisoned Zack Kassian’s burdensome contract. He signed Campbell 
to shore up a No. 1 netminding position that badly needed reinforcement. 
He brought back Evander Kane and Brett Kulak on reasonable contracts. 
He got veteran Ryan Murray on a league-minimum contract for insurance 
on the blue line, a policy that ended up being needed. 

Quibble if you must about him signing winger Mattias Janmark when 
Foegele and Jesse Puljujarvi were still on the roster and Dylan Holloway 
was pushing. But it’s not as if saving the $125,000 that remains on the 
Oilers’ cap after Janmark was waived would have allowed them to add 
another player to have a 22-man roster anyway. Plus, Holland offset that 
possible misstep by getting Ryan McLeod on a below-value one-year 
contract — helpful for this season even if it might make things costlier 
down the road. 

With the Oilers in win-now mode, Holland has so far refused to trade two-
way winger and fan favourite Jesse Puljujarvi for futures for nickels on 
the dollar. 

If the choice is keeping Puljujarvi and starting the season with a 21-man 
or ditching him to add Janmark and their next-best forward from 
Bakersfield, it says here that Holland has picked wisely — or the lesser of 
two evils anyway. 

Puljujarvi was locked into the top six Wednesday, starting the game with 
McDavid and Kane before finishing it with Kane and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins. He played 13 minutes, which would have been more had the 
Oilers not taken eight minor penalties. 

As lousy as this all is for the Oilers, this isn’t an Oilers-only problem. 
They were one of 15 teams to declare season-opening active rosters 
without the maximum 23 players. Other organizations are going to have 
to deal with this season. 

“That’s just how it is in this salary-cap era,” defenceman Darnell Nurse 
said. “Any time we play 11 and seven, I think the forwards like a little 
more ice time. With six (defencemen), we’re used to playing with six. 

“It didn’t really change our game because, on both sides of it, we’ve been 
in that situation before.” 

Sure, but some situations aren’t created equal. 

The good news is any games played short-handed will just be a 
smattering of one-offs. The Oilers can replenish their lineup after such 
contests with those making $850,000 or less in the AHL. The Oilers have 
plenty of options there. 

In the meantime, Yamamoto and Foegele have been skating with the 
team all week. Foegele even took line rushes at the morning skate 
Wednesday. One or both could be ready to go by the time the Oilers play 
their next game, Saturday against the Flames. There are a couple of 
days to figure that out. Otherwise, James Hamblin, the local product who 
was arguably the most pleasant surprise of camp, should be in line for a 
call-up. 

So, it’s very unlikely the Oilers play the Flames short-handed. And that’s 
a good thing because the Flames are a much better team on paper than 
the Canucks. 

Plus, if Wednesday is any indication, the Oilers have some kinks to work 
out in this scenario. 
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Oilers goalie Jack Campbell enters season intent on exceeding 
expectations 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

12/10/2022 

 

EDMONTON — Jack Campbell is as quick with a quip as he is to whip 
his glove to snare an opponent’s shot. So, when Campbell is asked 
about how he and his fiancee, Ashley Sonnenberg, have two cats and a 
dog at home, he didn’t miss a beat. 

“I’m like Ace Ventura,” he said, laughing. 

Campbell, the Oilers’ key offseason addition and No. 1 goaltender, may 
not be a pet detective like the titular film he’s referencing, which stars Jim 
Carrey. But he is a wild card, all right. 

Campbell might be the ultimate X-factor for the Oilers as they try to build 
off their Western Conference finals appearance — but he aims to not let 
the pressure impact his personality. 

“I’m competitive, but I think I get the most out of myself when I’m just 
enjoying life,” he said. “So, I’m always smiling and having fun.” 

Defenceman Tyson Barrie, Campbell’s former teammate in Toronto and 
now nearby neighbour, can’t wait to see him at the rink every day. It’s a 
treat to see him quoting comedy movies, doing stand-up routines or 
belting karaoke tunes — no one is willing to reveal which songs, though. 

“He’s all about having laughs and making the most out of every day,” 
Barrie said. “We’re lucky to have him in our room. He’s a lot of fun to be 
around. 

“He’s nice and funny, but he’s different.” 

Goaltenders are typically different cats that sometimes have teammates 
wishing they’d rather spit up hairballs lest they encounter their masked-
and-padded supposed friends off the ice. 

On one side of the spectrum is someone like Gilles Gratton, nicknamed 
“Gratoony the Loony,” who believed he’d been reincarnated and would 
refuse to play if the moon was in the wrong part of the sky. 

On the other is someone like Ed Belfour, whose teammates were 
advised to steer clear of as puck drop neared. 

Campbell fits comfortably in the middle — a combination of being 
eccentric and fun-loving. It only differs slightly on the day of a game. 

“When it’s game day, he’s the first guy here,” Barrie said. “He’s getting 
dialled right in. You can see how focused and in the zone he gets. 

“You’re still getting the smiles and stuff. You’re just maybe not getting the 
half-stand-up. He’s toning it down.” 

“I try to be very similar,” Campbell said. “I still have my routines, pretty 
deliberate routines. I do like to be myself. The more I’m myself, the better 
I am.” 
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The Oilers’ new No. 1 goalie — Campbell replaces the injured Mike 
Smith and the departed Mikko Koskinen — is loved by those around on 
and around the team because he fits right in. He’s no lone wolf. 

“That might be odd in itself, right?” coach Jay Woodcroft said. “He’s a 
popular teammate. It seems to me that people really enjoy being around 
him. 

“When a group of players want to play for their goalie, I think that’s a little 
bit of a competitive advantage rather than having to play with somebody. 
To me, the way Jack is as a person, inspires people to play for him.” 

Campbell wasn’t always this way, the jovial one in the dressing room. His 
path to get to this point was a long, winding and frustrating one. 

Drafted 11th by the Dallas Stars in 2010, it took Campbell until the 2018-
19 season with the Los Angeles Kings to become an NHL regular. He 
spent 27 games in the ECHL during that span. 

“I was too serious back then,” Campbell, now 30, said. “(Then-goalie 
coach) Dusty Imoo helped me a lot just to enjoy life. 

“When you enjoy things, you do better.” 

It would be far too simplistic to attribute Campbell’s career turnaround to 
just that. There’s no question that it helped. Oilers teammates Barrie, 
Cody Ceci and Zach Hyman got to see the refined Campbell when he 
arrived in Toronto via trade in February 2020. 

“I got enough for him to know what he’s all about,” said Barrie, who 
signed with Edmonton in October 2020. “He’s an easy guy to get along 
with and (we became) fast friends. He’s got a lot of fast friends in here.” 

Hyman is one of Campbell’s closest pals. When pressed, Hyman started 
to say Campbell can have an edge on the ice. He quickly backtracks. 

Campbell seldom yells or gives a death snare at someone after a goal. 
He’s much more known for tapping shin pads or offering words of 
encouragement to his defencemen. 

“That just keeps me loose, too, and it makes them feel good. And it 
makes me feel good,” Campbell said. “It just takes some of the pressure 
off.” 

“He’s never going to dump on a guy. He’s always super encouraging and 
positive,” Barrie said. “If you make a good play, he’s going to let you 
know about it. 

“That’s great. There are enough people looking to tell you what you’ve 
got to do differently. It’s nice to have someone tell you doing something 
right. Soup’s definitely that guy.” 

Instead, for as pleasant, funny and supportive as he can be toward 
others, Campbell is his own worst critic. It’s something Hyman has 
noticed, something he knows Campbell is trying to improve. 

“He’s hardest on himself,” Hyman said. “He takes a lot on even when 
sometimes it’s not his fault. And he expects a lot out of himself. He 
competes with himself in a sense to try and be the best version of 
himself.” 

“It’s just who I am,” Campbell said. “I’ve learned how to deal with that and 
move on quicker. So, I think I’m in a good spot.” 

Until Campbell masters that, he’s using the “do as I say, not as I do” 
approach in his mentorship with understudy Stuart Skinner. 

The two goaltenders went over every preseason appearance together to 
“work out the kinks,” as Skinner put it. Campbell helped address issues 
with some of Skinner’s reads on certain plays. But the biggest way he 
assisted was by encouraging Skinner not to get down on himself after 
allowing five goals in a penalty-filled game against the Canucks. 

“I couldn’t ask for someone better,” Skinner said. “That’s what I’m going 
to try to do all year, just be a sponge and see how he is with the guys, 
see how he is on the ice and off the ice, see how he prepares. Watching 
him in the gym every day, he’s one of the first guys here. 

“He’s definitely somebody who I really look up to already. I’m really 
excited to learn from him all year.” 

So much is riding on Campbell’s performance this season after he was 
given a five-year, $5 million AAV contract. The Oilers are counting on him 
to play at least 50 games as the starting goalie. 

This comes after his time in Toronto petered out amid injuries and a first-
round playoff loss. The plus side? He was so effective in the first half of 
the season that made the Atlantic roster for the All-Star Game. 

Hyman, who went through a contract year in Toronto the previous 
season, expects Campbell to be even better now that he has the security 
of a long-term deal. 

“He was a little bit up and down and then had a really strong playoffs. I 
think he’s learned every year. He hasn’t had the easiest career,” Hyman 
said. “He’s had a long journey that he’s been able to fall back on. Now 
he’s really comfortable with who he is, what kind of goalie he is. This is 
the perfect scenario for him to come in and really establish himself — if 
he hasn’t already — as one of the best in the league. 

“I can speak for myself — and I can speak for Jack because I know him 
— but it’s not really about the money. It’s about that you want to be the 
best version of yourself. You want to push your own boundaries and try 
to help a team win the Stanley Cup. 

“You have a lot of individual goals for yourself and then you have a lot of 
team goals. They both blend in. Once you get on track, and you know 
you’re somewhere long-term, it allows you to have a greater sense of 
comfort that what you’re building towards is going to be in one place. 
You’re not going to be moving around. But you still have that hunger to 
be a better version of yourself, to outperform your contract and be a 
really good player.” 

That’s clearly the goal for Campbell, who hit the open market after the 
Maple Leafs didn’t pay up and acquired Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov 
to replace him. 

“Getting the five-year deal, the belief the team has in me from the top to 
the players, it just makes me want to be the best I can and just exceed all 
expectations,” he said. “I’m just excited to get in there and help this team 
win.” 

But why not have a little fun doing it? 

Skinner, his netminding partner, tells a story that sums up Campbell 
perfectly. 

He’s determined yet easy-going. Teammates need not fear making a 
mistake around him. 

“He’s definitely competitive, but he does it in a fun way,” Skinner said. “I 
remember one of the first skates we had in the summer, he got shot at 
right in the forehead. He took his helmet off and he was just smiling and 
laughing. That’s just the type of guy he is. If something happens, he’s 
laughing about it. 

“He really enjoys the game, but he’s still very competitive and wants to 
do his thing. And, obviously, he does because he’s one of the best 
goalies in the league.” 
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Lowetide: Can Oilers winger Jesse Puljujarvi be a modern Jere 
Lehtinen? 

 

Allan Mitchell 

12/10/2022 
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Since returning to the NHL in time for the 2020-21 season, Jesse 
Puljujarvi is averaging 20 goals and 22 assists per 82 games. Those are 
the kind of numbers that allow a winger to keep his job on a skill line and 
earn a long-term contract. 

Alas, for Puljujarvi, the No. 4 selection in the 2016 draft, the weight of 
expectations makes 20-22-42 in 82 games a disappointing year. 

What if we’re looking at this player from the wrong angle? What if, 
instead of a 40-goal man with questionable defensive skills, Edmonton 
drafted a terrific two-way winger who also scores 20 goals per 82 
games? 

For the Oilers, that player is well worth his contract ($3 million) and a 
solid raise on a long-term deal next season, if he can be productive with 
and without the team’s top drivers. 

The issue: His offensive production in the last two seasons at five-on-
five, varies based on the quality of his linemates. How much can you pay 
a complementary player, even a good one, on a long-term deal? 

Comparable? 

Some have mentioned Jere Lehtinen, the great Dallas Stars forward, as 
a comparable. He was revered as a two-way winger whose impact 
spanned all 200 feet of NHL ice in every game. 

These are different eras and it’s a tough comparison to make due to the 
lack of advanced statistics through Lehtinen’s prime. 

What we can say is that even late in his career, Lehtinen was a force in 
outscoring opponents. Here are the numbers in his first measurable year, 
age 34 (2007-08), compared to Puljujarvi last year (age 23), via Natural 
Stat Trick. 

Player Corsi Rel % Shot % Goal % X-Goal % 

Jere Lethinen 

7.6 

58.9 

63.2 

60.7 

Jesse Puljujarvi 

8.9 

56.8 

54.6 

59.8 

The players are not similar in age in this look, and the gap (15 years) and 
quality of linemates make for an uneasy comparison, but they delivered 
similar possession numbers in the years we can do a comparison. 

The two men also provided similar offence. Lehtinen posted .61 goals per 
60 and 1.54 points per 60 at five-on-five. Puljujarvi delivered .58 goals 
per 60 and 1.62 points per 60 in the discipline. 

Lehtinen won three Selke Trophies as the league’s best defensive 
forward and his career is tied in a most positive way to centre Mike 
Modano. He was heralded for his intelligent play and timely goal scoring. 

Puljujarvi receives no such accolades and would seem to be miles from a 
Selke (he did collect three votes in 2021-22) but he does contribute to 
goal suppression. 

Modern comparables 

In discussing Puljujarvi, it doesn’t take long to uncover the contrast in 
performance when he is playing on a skill line or on a secondary trio. 

When playing without Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl, offence is 
difficult, but he remains successful in outscoring. 

Is Puljujarvi more productive without the two impact centres than other 
wingers who play significant minutes on the skill lines? The Oilers deploy 
another young winger (Kailer Yamamoto) who is well regarded as a 
useful and talented player. 

Here are the two wingers working without the impact centres over the last 
two seasons, all numbers five-on-five and on-ice results. 

Proof both men are complementary offensive options is here, and 
Puljujarvi’s goal share, just about 41 percent, is well below average. 

On the other hand, Yamamoto’s goal share without the two big guns is 
alarming. The expected goal share suggests there’s some bad luck 
(shooting percentage just below 5 percent) for the young winger, but he 
is vulnerable should these numbers continue. 

Both men look better when viewing expected goals, with Puljuarvi clear 
of Yamamoto across the board. 

Here are the totals, again over the last two seasons, with McDavid and 
Draisaitl for the young wingers. 

Once again Puljujarvi delivers in some important areas. His goal share 
with McDavid is stronger than Yamamoto’s despite a slightly lower goals 
per 60 total at five-on-five. Both are solid complementary options, but the 
Finn has the edge. 

The Draisaitl minutes are more pronounced in favour of Puljujarvi, with 
much greater production in all three areas. However, Yamamoto has 
played far more minutes (1,020) with Draisaitl (JP has played just 210); 
Puljujarvi’s 821 minutes with the captain is far higher than Yamamoto’s 
360 minutes. 

It might be an area Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft pursues (Puljujarvi with 
Draisaitl) this season. 

Yamamoto is a better match when 97 and 29 are together, but both 
wingers help the line flourish. 

Based on the evidence, Puljujarvi’s on-ice results are better than 
Yamamoto has managed over the last two seasons. He doesn’t get as 
much credit for it in some circles, but each season he manages to find 
his way to the No. 1 line and deliver results. 

Other comparable players 

Finding a winger with similar stats to Puljujarvi at five-on-five over the last 
two seasons is difficult, mostly due to offensive output. We’re looking for 
players who spend significant time on skill lines, deliver tidy possession 
and outscoring results, and are a little shy offensively. There’s a bit of a 
needle-in-the-haystack feel to this list. 

This is an intriguing group. The major issue with these comparisons is 
Puljujarvi’s time with McDavid and Draisaitl. A player like Martin Necas 
does spend significant time with Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov in 
Carolina, but it’s important to acknowledge the skew given by the men 
pushing the river when Puljujarvi is on the ice. 

Puljujarvi has outscoring success but doesn’t dominate scoring with 
McDavid. 

In the last two seasons, JP has played 1,157 minutes with the captain, 
scoring .88 goals per 60 and 1.76 points per 60 at five-on-five. The 
closest comparable in the two-year window is Necas. 

Away from McDavid, the offence falls (.35 goals and 1.16 points per 60). 
That’s about the same as Zach Aston-Reese (now with the Maple Leafs) 
over the last two seasons. 

Puljujarvi’s goal share at five-on-five with 97 in those two seasons (60.8 
percent) is strong but he’s also capable away from McDavid (52.6 
percent). 

Back to Lehtinen 
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I wonder if the player Lehtinen became, and the reputation gained, was 
partially due to his age on arrival in the NHL. He was 22, and if we place 
his career beside Puljujarvi’s at the same age, it’s possible what we see 
now is the tip of the proverbial iceberg with this player. Here are the 
points-per-game totals for each man at a specific age (neither played in 
the NHL at age 21). 

Age Lehtinen Puljujarvi 

18 

0.29 

19 

0.31 

20 

0.2 

21 

22 

0.49 

0.45 

23 

0.68 

0.55 

24 

0.58 

25 

0.7 

Offensively, Puljujarvi has delivered close to .5 points per game since 
coming back from Finland. He could step up offensively, but it’s more 
likely we have him surrounded in this area. He remains a strong 
suppression option, and HockeyProspecting has some interesting 
comparable players, including Radek Dvorak, Daniel Sedin and Artturi 
Lehkonen. 

If Puljujarvi has a career similar to Dvorak? That’s a useful player. 

This season 

This is an important area of the Oilers roster, as turnover may be 
imminent. 

Puljujarvi and Yamamoto are complementary pieces, so are vulnerable to 
more dynamic offensive players. It appears Dylan Holloway is poised to 
replace someone, and it could be arriving now, in real time. 

Puljujarvi is likely to shuffle up and down the top three lines this season, 
as is Yamamoto, It’s possible JP finds a home on an outscoring third line 
that does not include McDavid or Draisaitl. That might be the best way to 
deploy him, and could allow the big winger to wheel with the puck 
through the neutral zone more often. 

Finally a quick note on Puljujarvi and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins at five-on-
five over the last two seasons. Playing just 127 minutes isolated from the 
big two centres, the duo combined to deliver 4-3 goals and 61 percent 
expected goals. It might be a way to find a strong third line on the current 
roster. 

If it comes down to a trade, a good place to land for Puljujarvi is with the 
Hurricanes. Several forwards on that team have similar possession 
metrics and scoring results. 

It’s safe to say there’s no real way to connect Puljujarvi to the defensive 
gem Lehtinen, time and the age gap (plus the absence of data) make it a 

bridge too far. It is an intriguing thought, and perhaps it will be an easier 
connection as the young player’s career develops. 

Puljujarvi’s defensive acumen has value, his offence keeps him on skill 
lines, and it’s possible he puts it all together and delivers a monster 
season. 

Is he Necas or Aston-Reese? 

Much of that answer depends on where Puljujarvi is deployed in 2022-23. 
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NHL99: Guy Lapointe ‘simply did everything’ on the ice and was a 
practical joker off it 

 

Eric Duhatschek13-16 minutes 13/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

His voice, for a long time now, has sounded hoarse — as if he’d just 
recovered from a cold, or COVID-19, which Guy Lapointe contracted in 
July, just before the 2022 NHL Draft was about to descend on Montreal. 
There is still a faint, distinctive Gallic accent, but it rumbles a little lower 
than it once did, mostly a function of the cancer Lapointe was diagnosed 
with in December 2019 which led him away from the NHL and put his 
focus squarely on convalescing. 

In May, Lapointe briefly emerged from isolation to be a pallbearer at 
former teammate Guy Lafleur’s funeral. It was a somber moment and a 
quiet reminder that these generational players from the Montreal 
Canadiens’ 1970 dynasty teams — all of whom seemed larger than life in 
their respective heydays — are mortal after all. 

Lapointe was part of a trio of defensemen who became simply known 
around the NHL as the Big Three. Serge Savard arrived first, full-time, in 
the 1967-68 season, then Lapointe three years later, in 1970-71, then 
Larry Robinson in 1972-73. All put in minor-league apprenticeships — 
that’s how it went in the years when Les Canadiens had the deepest 
player pipeline in the NHL. 

Once Robinson became a dominant force, it gave Canadiens coach 
Scotty Bowman the luxury of deploying three future Hall of Fame 
defensemen. “And in those days,” Bowman said, “we didn’t play six 
defensemen. We played five. Sometimes, just four.” 

And actually, sometimes, when crunch time came, just three. Usually, 
Robinson played with Savard and Lapointe with … whomever. 

“And while no one could carry the puck like Bobby Orr, Guy Lapointe was 
a really good skater and could really lug the puck,” Bowman said. “He 
was a hybrid-style of defenseman, way before his time. He could skate 
and he could score. 

“What he didn’t have, for most of the time, was a regular partner. People 
never gave him credit for that. Larry Robinson and Serge Savard played 
mostly together. Guy didn’t have the luxury of playing beside another All-
Star defenseman. But he had a lot of stamina, so he could play a lot.” 

Lapointe is ranked No. 98 on The Athletic’s list of the top 100 players of 
the NHL’s post-1967 expansion era — likeable and popular off the ice, 
sometimes tremendously underrated on the ice, one of the NHL’s 
greatest all-time practical jokers, someone always trying to lighten the 
mood while playing for a series of demanding, all-business coaches. 
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On the ice, there’s almost always a pecking order to the Big Three and it 
usually goes Robinson, Savard and Lapointe. But in his autobiography, 
“Robinson for The Defence,” Robinson wrote of Lapointe: “In his heyday, 
a great defenseman — and not too far behind Bobby Orr. He rushed. He 
played the body. He blocked shots (and had two eye injuries to show for 
it). He was there in the heavy traffic and he had one of the best point 
shots in the game. 

“Guy Lapointe simply did everything — and the people who compared 
him to (Brad) Park did him a disservice; he was better than Park because 
he could do more.” 

In all, Lapointe won six Stanley Cup championships with the Canadiens 
and was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1993. In 884 NHL 
games, Lapointe recorded 171 goals and 451 assists for 622 points. He 
also produced 70 points in 123 career playoff games. 

He still holds the Canadiens’ record for most goals in a season for a 
defenseman (28) and most goals for a rookie defenseman (15). His 
number (5) was retired by the Canadiens in 2014 and hangs alongside 
that of another No. 5 who made it to the Hall of Fame — Bernie 
Geoffrion. 

In addition to playing for Canada in the seminal 1972 Summit Series, 
Lapointe also competed in the 1976 Canada Cup as well as the 1979 
Challenge Cup against the Soviet Union. 

But longtime Canadiens goaltender Ken Dryden first met Lapointe a 
decade earlier in 1969. Dryden was playing for Canada’s national team, 
based in Winnipeg, and Lapointe, then a minor leaguer playing in the 
Canadiens’ system in Houston, was loaned to the team for a European 
tour. 

“I had never heard of this guy,” Dryden said, “and then he came out onto 
the ice, and it was ‘holy man!’ He was the best player. He could skate like 
crazy. He had this rocket shot. To me, this was the real evidence of the 
strength of the Montreal Canadiens — when you can have a guy like Guy 
Lapointe, who none of us had ever heard of, and this is how talented he 
is. No wonder the Canadiens win, year after year. 

“Guy, at that time, spoke very little English. He was very shy. I remember 
sitting beside him on a bus once when he said, ‘I’m really worried. Just 
before I left to come here, I got stopped for speeding.’ I said, ‘Well, Guy, 
we kind of all get stopped for speeding. Why are you so worried? How 
fast were you going?’ He said, ‘140 miles per hour.’ 

“Oh …” 

According to Bowman, Lapointe always did things at hyper-speed, on or 
off the ice. 

“He always had a lot of energy and he never sat around — always in a 
rush to go somewhere,” Bowman said. “He was a very good team guy 
and of course a top-notch player. 

“Just the fact that he made Team Canada 1972 says a lot. Savard played 
only five games because of an injury and Robinson was just a kid, he 
didn’t make that team. But Guy Lapointe played in all but one of the eight 
games.” 

Robinson summed up Lapointe’s personality in two words: class clown. 
That was the other side of Lapointe. He was a serial prankster, with the 
usual arsenal: cut skate laces, shaving cream in boots, newspapers 
going up in flames. Once, in 1977, after the Canadiens ended the Flyers’ 
run of two consecutive championships, Lapointe showed up in the 
dressing room two days later, preparing for the parade, wearing a Flyers 
jersey and chanting to his teammates by mimicking the crowds at the 
Spectrum with “Let’s Go Flyers.” 

Lapointe was an equal-opportunity trickster. Everyone was fair game: 
Teammates, coaches, training staff, reporters … even the prime minister 
of Canada, who was once visiting the Canadiens’ dressing room for a 
meet-and-greet. 

Lapointe has some memory loss associated with his cancer treatments 
but said: “I remember (Pierre) Trudeau coming in and shaking the 
players’ hands and I put Vaseline on my hand and was shaking Pierre 
Trudeau’s hand.” 

“He had a few tricks, one was mixing up the guys’ car keys,” Bowman 
said. “He wasn’t practicing one day; I don’t remember why, but he went 
around and took everybody’s car keys and put them in different pockets. 
The guys would take off after practice without looking. They’d be parking 
on the street and they wouldn’t check their keys until they got to their 
cars. Then, of course, none of them worked — so they had to come back 
and sort it all out.” 

Just about everyone from that generation of Canadiens players has a 
story to illustrate Lapointe’s perpetual pranking. But according to Dryden, 
that sometimes distracted from the way Lapointe carried himself on the 
ice, where he was all business. 

“A really serious player,” said Dryden. “Of the Big Three, he was the fiery 
one, the one who could really raise his game with the emotion that was in 
him. 

“Guy was somebody who, when you needed an emotional burst, would 
provide it. He’d go up the ice. He’d join the rush. He might even lead the 
rush. He had a really good shot. He was dynamic. He was fierce. That 
was the essence of Guy Lapointe as a player. 

Tom Thompson, former Minnesota Wild executive and a Calgary Flames 
scout before that, worked with Lapointe for decades in the two different 
organizations and says his favorite Lapointe story, retold by half-a-dozen 
ex-Canadiens who were there, occurred during the 1976-77 season, the 
year Montreal went 60-8-12 and won the second of four consecutive 
Stanley Cup championships. 

But even with 60 wins in an 80-game schedule, the Canadiens weren’t 
always perfect and there was a brief stretch that featured a three-game 
winless streak that culminated with a poor performance on a Saturday 
night at home. The next day coincided with the team’s annual open 
practice for fans during minor hockey week. The Canadiens were 
scheduled to practice in Verdun before a packed house of young players. 
Bowman, displeased with his team’s performance the night before, was 
all business the next morning — no fun and games. 

“It was that old-fashioned drill where you skate in that counterclockwise 
direction around the rink — and when Scotty blows the whistle, you 
speed up, and when Scotty blows the whistle again, you slow down,” 
Thompson said. “Scotty’s not happy, so he gets them going, and he 
wants them to skate to an eight-count, before he blows it again to slow 
them down. 

“Meantime, Guy gets the equipment guy to put another whistle in his 
glove. Lapointe is opposite Scotty the whole time, so Scotty can’t see 
him. So, Scotty blows the whistle, and they start skating, but instead of 
waiting for the eight-count, Guy leans into his glove and blows his whistle 
early — at the four-count and everybody slows down. That keeps 
happening over and over. 

“Now Scotty’s getting madder and madder and finally he blows the 
whistle about 20 times and the F-bombs start flying. So now they’ve got 
to clear the kids — who are watching the practice — out of the arena.”  

Because Lapointe was working for Minnesota at the time, the Canadiens 
timed Lapointe’s jersey retirement to a visit by the Wild in 2014. 
Thompson was invited to be Lapointe’s guest that day and heard another 
story about Lapointe’s antics, as told by Savard. 

This occurred during a road trip to California, when the Canadiens were 
scheduled to play the Golden Seals and the Kings, with a scheduled day 
off in between. 

“The way Serge Savard tells the story, they were going to have a day off 
in between games, but then they stunk the joint out in Oakland, so Scotty 
came in after the game and said, ‘That’s it. Day off is canceled. We’re 
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practicing tomorrow morning — and the bus will be here at 7:30 in the 
morning,'” Thompson said. 

“The next day, they all gather at the hotel entrance first thing, and they’re 
waiting and waiting and waiting for the bus and it doesn’t arrive. Finally, 
Scotty says, ‘Well, call the bus company.’ So, the travel secretary calls 
the bus company and the bus company says, ‘Yeah, we were supposed 
to be there at 7:30, but you called and canceled it.’ The guy asks: ‘Who 
canceled it?’ And the answer was, ‘Well, we don’t know, but it was a guy 
with a heavy French accent’ — and then they knew. Scotty tried not to 
smile, but he knew it was Guy.” 

Following his retirement as a player, Lapointe became an assistant 
coach with the Quebec Nordiques, and then for three years, coached a 
junior team in the QMJHL (and qualified his club for the 1987 Memorial 
Cup). He returned to spend three more years as an associate coach with 
the Nordiques, and then joined the Flames as an assistant coach for 
three years between 1993 and 1997, when Brian Patafie was the team’s 
equipment manager. 

Patafie, now retired, is a stand-up comic and also a pre-eminent 
prankster. Together, they were a dangerous pair, constantly trying to 
one-up each other with their practical jokes, until general manager Al 
Coates eventually had to intervene and tell them to tone it down because 
otherwise someone was going to get hurt. 

Patafie’s favorite Lapointe story? 

“It was the time (team owner) Harley Hotchkiss had his annual barbecue 
before the season started at his house, for everybody, the players and 
the staff, and they’d have it catered at their house. Harley did it up big — 
he brought in Gordon Lightfoot one year for the entertainment. So, the 
meal is steaks and baked potatoes and cheesecake for dessert, with 
whipped cream on the side. Guy being Guy, he took the whipped cream 
and put it where the sour cream was for the baked potatoes and then put 
the sour cream where the whipped cream was. 

“Then we watched as Becky Hotchkiss, Harley’s wife, is loading up her 
potato with whipped cream. I’m laughing — and also just shaking my 
head. I was there with my wife — she was from North Carolina and didn’t 
really get hockey culture — and she’s asking me, ‘What the heck is going 
on?’ And I said, ‘With this guy, just keep your head on a swivel.’” 

Lapointe’s career arc mostly overlapped Orr’s, who won the Norris eight 
consecutive years, between 1968 and 1975, a time when pretty much 
everybody else was competing for the No. 2 spot on the ballot. 

But remarkably, in a seven-year span, starting with the 1972-73 season, 
Lapointe finished in the top five of Norris Trophy balloting six times. 

Beyond everything else he contributed on the ice, Lapointe was a glue 
guy in the dressing room. 

“Guy Lapointe has the ability to read people,” Thompson said. “When 
Doug Risebrough first came to the Canadiens, it was Guy who made him 
feel welcome. Don Awrey once told me that when he played for Boston 
against the Canadiens, he would call Guy all sorts of awful names to try 
and get under his skin. But when he went to play for Montreal, Guy was 
the guy who made him feel welcome. 

“Guy was the middle of three sons, growing up in a flat in Montreal. His 
dad was a fireman. His badge number was five. That’s why Guy wore the 
number cinq. He was a working-class guy. He befriended the security 
guys, and the policemen and the firemen. That’s who he was. If Guy saw 
you were having a rough day, he would be intuitive to that. 

“He would do that in the restaurants or at the rink. He’s always got a 
smile and a wink for someone — or a quip. He just makes their day a 
little better. He’s an upbeat guy — and in a consummate team sport like 
hockey, you need that. Some people don’t understand that. 

“But Guy Lapointe always did.” 
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From Tua Tagovailoa to Jack Eichel: How much control should a team 
have over an athlete’s body? 

 

Dan Robson18-22 minutes 13/10/2022 

 

Just after Tua Tagovailoa’s head forcefully struck the field, his hands 
contorted in involuntary spasms. While he stayed down, the stark silence 
of the more than 60,000 fans inside Paycor Stadium in Cincinnati and the 
consternation on the faces of the players who formed a semicircle around 
him struck a grim reminder of the sport’s inherent risk. 

Tagovailoa’s terrifying injury became the subject of wide scrutiny over the 
vulnerable position the 24-year-old Miami Dolphins quarterback was put 
in after an eerily similar scene in Buffalo unfolded just four days earlier, 
when an on-site neurotrauma consultant and the team’s physician 
cleared the quarterback to finish the game. 

There has been much fallout since. The independent neurosurgeon has 
been fired, and the NFL and NFLPA revamped concussion protocols. But 
the devastating incident once again thrust concerns about whether a 
team’s needs — like a quarterback finishing a game — are deemed more 
important than that player’s well-being. 

It is a constant tension, unique to professional sports — whether it’s a 
terrifying collision that leaves a player in severe distress while millions 
watch at home, or a dispute over just how injured a player is and how the 
injury should be treated. 

It’s an agreement that sits at the center of a fundamental conflict within 
the way athlete injuries are diagnosed and treated across professional 
sports — where, bound by contract and lucrative investments, an athlete 
is both an individual and a commodity. 

The player sells their ability to play as well as possible, for as long as 
possible, to the team. The team sees its return through the player’s 
performance — with a genuine interest in keeping that asset healthy and 
in the game. 

There is alignment in that mutual exchange. But in the end, which side’s 
interest carries the most weight? And what factors, really, play into the 
decisions made by team physicians who, by definition, grapple with 
divided loyalties? 

Tagovailoa’s injury led to public outcry and almost instant internal reform 
of the NFL and NFLPA concussion protocol. But previous conflicts — 
less shocking in nature — show that the answer almost always leans 
toward the team and not the individual. 

Disputes over how his injured quadriceps would be treated led to Kawhi 
Leonard’s frayed relationship with the San Antonio Spurs. 

When NHL forward Jack Eichel returned to the KeyBank Center in 
Buffalo for the first time as a member of the Vegas Golden Knights last 
spring, he was met with a passionate chorus of boos every time he 
touched the puck. 

It was a relentless welcome for the Sabres’ former captain, who’d first 
been stripped of that leadership role and then traded following a 
tumultuous standoff with the organization that played out publicly for 
months. 

Long-suffering Sabres fans felt betrayed by the star forward, who had 
spent the first six seasons of his career in Buffalo. At the time, Eichel 
smirked that the arena sounded as loud as it had in years. But he 
understood the vitriol. Fans who hurled displeasures should know that 
the insults hit their target. The bitter reception stung. 

“I think anybody would be hurt, right?” he says. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

Still, the divorce was a point of principle for Eichel — the outcome of a 
stand he took to have a say over the kind of surgery that would repair a 
herniated disc in his neck. It was a conflict that Eichel, as a pro athlete, 
had never anticipated or considered. The franchise that paid him $10 
million a year to play hockey had also purchased final say over how its 
investment — his body — would be repaired. 

Ross McKinney first started to consider the problem when he was asked 
to join the NFL and NFLPA’s Accountability and Care Committee as an 
ethicist working on the players’ behalf. 

A longtime scholar at Duke University, where he was the vice-chair of the 
Trent Center, which studies the moral principles of medical care, 
McKinney was interested in the intersection of his work and his passion 
for sports. (He’s an avid Carolina Hurricanes fan.) 

The joint committee was formed to provide guidance on preventive, 
medical, surgical and rehabilitative care for players by NFL teams. 

“It’s an incredibly complicated situation,” says McKinney, chief scientific 
officer of the Association of American Medical Colleges. Any physician 
working on behalf of a professional sports team is dealing with the 
potential for multiple loyalties. 

On one side, there is a conflicted patient, says McKinney. There are all 
sorts of pressures at play for an athlete, often rooted in a desire to play 
and the reality of a limited amount of time and opportunity to carve out a 
career. This is an incentive for players to downplay or mask injuries, to 
avoid missing opportunities to play. 

“The players are both looking after their own physical self interest and 
trying to preserve their capabilities,” says McKinney. “They’re also 
incredibly competitive people who want to be out there, either on the ice, 
on the fields, or on the court.” 

Paternalistic as it may seem, a team physician needs to be able to make 
medical decisions outside of the desire some athletes have to play 
through injuries. 

“You’re seeing how it’s incredibly complex, with no clear right answer, 
other than we can say, reasonably, that everybody should be trying to 
look after the best interests of the player’s long-term health,” says 
McKinney. “Because they’re going to have to live beyond football. And 
you want them as healthy as possible, post football, post hockey, post 
basketball.” 

On the other side, the team holds its own motivations — which do not 
necessarily exclude the health of a player — but include other factors as 
well. A club wants its players to have long careers, to stay with the team, 
to build team loyalty and to have good health, McKinney says. Ultimately, 
they want to field the most capable team they can, which also means 
having the healthiest players it can. 

But it’s impossible to ignore the reality that each player also represents 
an enormous investment by a franchise. 

“So there’s nobody in this that isn’t operating with multiple factors coming 
into play,” says McKinney.  “What should ultimately be the deciding factor 
is the health and well-being of the player. But then who gets to determine 
it?” 

The piercing pain in Eichel’s neck told him that something was being 
missed in the negative X-ray he looked at after he was injured in a 5-2 
loss against Islanders in early March 2021. So as the Sabres boarded a 
bus for Philadelphia, Eichel stayed behind in Long Island to have an MRI 
done. He snapped a photo of those results and texted them to Mark 
Lindsay, a renowned Canadian chiropractor who has worked to 
rehabilitate many high-profile athletes, including Connor McDavid as he 
recovered from knee surgery. 

Lindsay told Eichel that he’d suffered a herniated disk, a serious injury — 
and recommended that he fly to Denver to have Chad Prusmack, a 
neurosurgeon who specializes in disc replacement, take a look. At the 
same time, the Sabres appeared to play down the injury, suggesting 
rehab back home in Buffalo. Initially, Eichel says he was told that he’d be 

back on the ice in 10 days. It was a sharp contrast from what he was 
being told outside of the club, especially given that the herniated disc 
was causing compression on his spinal cord. 

“If I come back in 10 days and take another hit there is a chance of 
paralysis,” Eichel says he was told. 

Eichel took the trip to Colorado on Lindsay’s advice, exercising his right 
to seek a second opinion from any doctor, without the team’s knowledge 
or approval. 

That right had recently been added to the players’ collective-bargaining 
agreement with the league in 2020, updating a similar second-opinion 
right that forced a player to seek a second opinion from a specialist on a 
mutually approved list — or by a specialist not on that list, but approved 
in advance by the team. 

But Eichel quickly learned that was where his rights ended. 

Initially Eichel was on board with taking a conservative approach to his 
injury, he says. He delayed surgery, hoping rehabilitation would work. But 
Eichel soon grew frustrated with the lack of progress. After more than a 
month, he informed the Sabres that he wanted to undergo disc 
replacement surgery completed by Prusmack. Initially, he says, the team 
seemed to be on board with his decision. But as the surgery neared, 
Eichel was informed that the team didn’t have confidence in the 
procedure because no NHL players had done it before. The Sabres 
medical staff preferred that he undergo a disc fusion procedure. 

In his research, Eichel had learned that the fusion would put pressure 
above and below the fusion point, which could lead to recurring problems 
and require further surgery down the road, perhaps while he was still 
playing and almost certainly after. He was concerned about mobility in 
his neck and that his vision on the ice would be affected. 

“You think about all of it. Our first thoughts, how can I get back on the 
ice? And what’s my best option to change me the least?” Eichel says of 
what concerns flooded his mind as he worked through his options. 

“You’re having a major surgery right? So what options do I have here 
that’s going to allow me to be as close to myself prior to injury as 
possible. I just felt more comfortable with the disc replacement. And then 
you obviously look at long-term health and everyone’s career ends 
someday and you have to move on and life moves on. So what’s gonna 
give me the best quality of life?” 

But from the Sabres’ perspective, Eichel was a vital component of the 
team — three seasons into an $80 million, eight-year contract. While his 
well-being might have been the primary concern for the team’s medical 
staff, that investment also had to factor into the caution of calling for a 
more common procedure. 

“They were just being incredibly conservative about their precious 
resource,” says McKinney. “But their precious resource is a human 
being.” 

Eichel continued to push for disc replacement surgery, while the Sabres 
medical staff dug in on the perceived risks. And according to the CBA, 
the tie goes to the team. 

“It was obviously tough to learn that you know they had control over what 
I did with my health,” Eichel says. 

Among the major professional team-based sports leagues in North 
America, disputes over how injuries handled use similar language, each 
empowering players to seek out second opinions — but never quite 
guaranteeing the ability for them to act on those outside 
recommendations. 

In Major League Baseball, players can seek a second opinion from a 
curated list of specialists agreed upon by the players association and the 
league, located within the team’s region. If the player wants to see a 
specialist outside of their region, they may do so as long as they are not 
away from the team for an unreasonable amount of time. When there is a 
dispute between the player and the team, a third-party physician is 
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consulted to resolve the dispute. The Office of the Commissioner advises 
clubs that they should take the player’s personal preference in account 
when designating doctors to perform surgery. 

The NBA has a similar process, granting a player the right to a second 
opinion from a jointly appointed selection of regional specialists. If a 
player opts for a second opinion, the team is required to consider it in 
connection with diagnosis and treatment. For common injuries, like an 
ankle sprain,  a player will often seek their own care at their own expense 
if they disagree with the team. This is often done cordially, but it can 
sometimes be contentious — depending on the leverage the player has. 

But when it comes to a dispute over surgery, the team has final say — 
though it must take the second opinion into account. In cases of serious 
or life-threatening injuries where there is a dispute between the player 
and the team, the tie goes to a “Fitness to Play” panel, made up of 
physicians appointed by the union and the league. 

In the WNBA, players have the right to a second opinion at their own 
expense. The player must let the team know who they are seeking a 
second opinion from and the team must provide that physician with 
relevant medical information. The team is required to consider that 
second opinion in regards to diagnosis or treatment. 

In the NFL, players have a right to a second opinion as long as they have 
first consulted the club and provide a copy of the physician’s report. If the 
player needs surgery, they have the right to select a surgeon of their 
choice. But the player must consult the club physician first and give due 
consideration to their recommendations. All of the player’s medical bills 
are paid by the team. 

The NHLPA’s agreement with the league essentially spells out the same 
terms as their counterparts in the other major professional leagues in 
North America. A second-opinion provision was negotiated in 2012 — 
with physicians selected from an agreed-upon list and teams giving due 
consideration to those recommendations. In 2020, the players’ 
association negotiated the obligations for a team to give “due 
consideration” to second opinions obtained by physicians without the 
team’s prior knowledge or authorization. 

But in the end, the team doctor still has the right to make the final call on 
how a player’s injury is treated. Without that provision, NHL players 
would almost certainly have to give up their guaranteed contracts, or 
renegotiate the CBA. For that reason, there is only so far that players are 
likely to be able to push the issue. Any stand falls to an individual player’s 
willingness to stand against their team’s wishes, something Eichel was 
resolved to do. 

For Eichel, and probably most players, these issues aren’t really a 
consideration until they suffer an injury that is potentially career- or life-
altering. 

“I didn’t even know that clause was in our CBA,” he says, referring to a 
team physician’s final say in determining the diagnosis and course of 
treatment. 

It’s the kind of provision that really exists only in the military and in 
professional sports, says Mark Rothstein, a bioethicist who is founding 
director of the Institute for Bioethics, Health Policy and Law at the 
University of Louisville School of Medicine. 

Rothstein, who focuses his study on occupational health issues, doesn’t 
see much difference between a steel mill and a football field in regards to 
the role of the company’s physician. The company and employee might 
have aligned goals, the fundamental motivation behind those goals are 
different — and each has different factors to consider. 

“One of the things that sort of layered in that is the time horizon,” says 
Rothstein. “So the coach, the GM, the owner — they want to win now, 
right? And the player’s thinking, ‘Well, geez. I’ve got 10 more years to 
play in this league. I don’t want to just destroy my knee, and then I’ll be 
done.” 

And any doctor who is hired or paid by a team to treat their players 
operates within that tension. 

They have an inherent obligation to the team, just as any physician hired 
by a company would have to that employer. But that obligation can 
conflict with a physician’s responsibility to put their patient’s health and 
best interests first. 

“We have in the law, what we call a fiduciary duty — and in medical 
ethics, what we call a duty of loyalty,” says Rothstein. “And that means 
that the physician’s first and primary obligation is to the patient.” 

From the perspective of medical ethics, there is no question, says 
Rothstein. The best interest of a patient always has to come first. And 
that includes ultimate autonomy over how their injuries are treated — 
including what kind of surgery they’d want. 

“The bottom line is, it’s always got to be the patient,” says Rothstein. 
“And if the patient is the player, it’s the player’s bottom-line decision.” 

In Eichel’s case, the patient did have final say. The decision just carried 
consequences. His stalemate with the Sabres included his willingness to 
sit out games and forgo salary. It ultimately led to a tarnished legacy with 
the franchise that drafted him and within the fanbase that hoped he might 
bring the city a Stanley Cup. 

After being traded to the Vegas Golden Knights nearly a year ago, he 
was granted permission by his new team to undergo disc replacement 
surgery on his neck, performed by Prusmack. 

The Golden Knights still had final say in how their new player’s injury 
would be treated, but felt that allowing him to receive the surgery he 
wanted was the best way to get the most out of that asset — similar to 
how the Toronto Raptors worked with Leonard, when he was ultimately 
traded from San Antonio. 

Eichel rehabbed quickly under Lindsay’s guidance and joined the Golden 
Knights in mid-February. 

Though it likely delayed his return and ultimately forced his departure 
from Buffalo, Eichel says the support he received from his NHL peers 
throughout the standoff has reinforced his belief that the ordeal was 
worth it. 

“I respect our collective-bargaining agreement … and I have to respect 
what we’re bound to,” Eichel says. 

But collective agreements aside, Eichel spoke regularly with players who 
were glad to see him dig in on the surgery that he felt was best for his 
recovery. 

“I had a lot of guys that reached out and said how happy they were for 
me or, ‘I’m really proud of you for what you went through and what you 
did,” says Eichel. “That’s the best compliment you can get.” 

He’s also had players reach out to discuss their own standoffs about 
injury treatment and surgery. Though most of those disputes don’t spill 
into the headlines, it’s a common conflict. One player who reached out to 
Eichel was pushed by his team to undergo a fusion, even though he’d 
decided he was more comfortable with disc replacement surgery, he 
says. 

Asked if he thinks athletes are thinking differently about their autonomy 
and their careers in a way that makes them less beholden to the 
franchise, Eichel notes the loaded nature of the question, before 
answering: 

“I can look at it both ways,” he says. “I think that players are getting more 
of a voice. But I think the team still controls you. It’s a tough situation. It’s 
tough to say whether or not players feel like they have that sort of power. 
I know situations of players that (they) go through every day where they 
still haven’t felt that sort of power to do what they feel is best,” he says. 

While he hopes his situation has brought the issue of player autonomy 
over injury treatment and surgery to light, he thinks it’s unlikely to lead to 
significant change. 
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“At the end of the day, it’s a business and we have to look after ourselves 
and they have to look after themselves,” Eichel says. “It’s always going to 
be like that.” 
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NHL99: A project ranking the greatest players in modern NHL history 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff5-6 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

Who is the greatest NHL player of all time? 

Easy, right? Wayne Gretzky. 

Who else but the player who, over the course of a 20-year NHL career, 
scored the most goals, assists and points in league history? At the time 
Gretzky retired, he held 61 NHL records and most still stand today. 

Gretzky’s place atop the charts hardly seems debatable, so we’re not 
going to debate it. Instead, it’s the other 99 spots that follow No. 99 we 
need to sort out. 

Welcome to NHL99, a project that aims to put a fresh spin on a familiar 
idea: Who are the top 100 players in post-1967 expansion NHL history? 
Let’s face it, there’ve been multiple previous attempts to name the best 
players of all time, so that’s our starting point and the primary tweak. 

We didn’t want to go over the same old ground again. Instead, we 
wanted to try something new, and the post-1967 NHL seemed like a 
good starting point. Why? Because that’s when the game, and the 
business of hockey, fundamentally changed. Instead of six teams, there 
were suddenly 12. Instead of a league dominated almost exclusively by 
Canadians, a trickle and eventually a flood of players arrived from every 
corner of the world. 

Today begins the countdown. We’re calling it NHL99 because there are 
99 spots up for debate on our Top 100 list and the number 99 resonates 
for hockey fans everywhere. 

So, spoiler alert, Wayne Gretzky is No. 1 on our list. One could argue 
Gretzky actually belongs in the Hall of Fame in two categories – as a 
player and as a builder. Arguably, no single individual did more to grow 
the NHL game, on and off the ice, than Gretzky. 

But it gets interesting, and controversial, after Gretzky. Nine writers from 
The Athletic were given votes in this project: Eric Duhatschek, Dom 
Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman, Ian Mendes, Scott Wheeler, Sean 
Gentille, Michael Russo, Sean McIndoe and James Mirtle. The voters 
each submitted a list of 100 players in the spring of 2022, before the start 
of the playoffs, and points were awarded based on position: 100 points 
for No. 1 on the list, one point for No. 100, and so on. Gretzky earned a 
perfect 900 points. At the end of the project, we’ll unveil everyone’s 
ballots and the point totals. If this sounds familiar it’s because The 
Athletic has done similar projects with the NBA, NFL and MLB. 

With our list of Top 100 set, the countdown begins now. But this is more 
than just a countdown. From now until February, we’ll unveil one player a 
day, six days a week, along with an in-depth feature hopefully full of 
stories, angles and anecdotes about these players you’ve never read 
before. More than 40 writers from across The Athletic newsroom 
contributed to this project. 

Now, a few important caveats about the process, beginning with an 
acknowledgment that any list discussing the greatest of all time is going 
to be subjective and can involve some recency bias. And again, our 
focus is strictly on the NHL from 1967 until now. 

That needs to be made very clear because you won’t find Gordie Howe 
on our list. Is it sacrilege to have a best-players-of-all-time list without Mr. 

Hockey? Maybe, but Howe only played 369 NHL games from 1967-68 
onward and spent six seasons in the WHA. So he’s out. You also won’t 
find Bobby Hull or Maurice Richard or Howie Morenz. 

Our thorniest and most complicated choices involved players who 
straddled the two ends of the spectrum. Some slipped through the cracks 
because their greatest impacts came prior to 1967. Some, who will 
eventually qualify, didn’t make the list because they are still in the early 
stages of their careers. 

Our threshold was 400 games completed at the end of the 2021-22 
regular season, which is the games-played criteria to qualify for an NHL 
pension. So Auston Matthews (407 career games) made it, barely. Cale 
Makar did not; he has only played 173 NHL regular-season games. It is a 
difficult line to draw, but you have to draw the line somewhere. 

The overall goal was simple: To tell 100 compelling stories about 100 
impactful NHL players and ultimately, perhaps, generate a conversation 
about who might have made the list and was overlooked. 

One caveat though: If you want to add your favorite player or dispute one 
of our selections, you’ll also need to subtract someone from the list. 

Which you’ll discover in time, as the list counts down, might be easier 
said than done. 

No. 99: Kris Letang 

No. 100: Marc-Andre Fleury 
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ESPN / Avalanche's Nathan MacKinnon - From 'young and stupid' to 
Stanley Cup champ 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

DENVER -- So, now that Nathan MacKinnon has won a Stanley Cup, will 
he finally chill out? 

The question takes five seconds to ask, but it leads the Colorado 
Avalanche alternate captain to share more about himself over a 20-
minute interview than he has at any point in his nine-year NHL career. 

MacKinnon answers the question, but also opens up about a long 
journey of self discovery. A journey that forced him to be honest with 
himself about how he underachieved early in his career, and that it's not 
worth his time to get caught up in what people outside his team, family 
and friends think about him. That made him realize he had to channel his 
energy and emotions to help make himself a better, more dedicated 
player -- and person -- before he could become the kind of leader he 
wanted to be. 

"It feels like I have had three different careers at once," the 27-year-old 
MacKinnon said. "For me, it feels like my first three or four years was one 
career. Young, stupid, not a good player. My second three, four years, I 
established myself as a good player in the league. The last two, three 
years have been about maturity, trying to win Cups and focus on trying to 
become a good player." 

What makes him say the 18- to 22-year-old Nathan MacKinnon was 
"young and stupid?" 

Anyone who has been around MacKinnon for even a minute knows he is 
direct, and that's certainly the case in his assessment of his younger self. 
He points to his off-ice habits and the lack of maturity he showed at the 
rink. MacKinnon recognizes that he was just a teenager and smiles when 
he says it was as if he was in college. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

"Then I hit a crossroads after we came [in] last. Do I want to be a good 
player? Do I want to be an average player?" 

THE 2016-17 SEASON is still fresh for any Avalanche player or front 
office personnel who lived through it. The Avs finished with 48 points. At 
the time, it was the lowest point total in the salary cap era. Colorado's 
season has to be considered among the worst in NHL history. 
MacKinnon was 21. He scored 16 goals and had 53 points in 82 games. 
It was not bad, but it was short of the 24 goals and 63 points he 
accumulated as a rookie when he won the Calder Trophy in 2013-14. 

"You try to lie to yourself about how things are going, but being mediocre 
just doesn't sit well with me naturally," MacKinnon said. "It wasn't like a 
huge change. Because my whole life I sacrificed everything to be a great 
player as a kid. I ate well, I worked so hard. Then I got to the NHL and 
lost my way a little bit. It wasn't like an 'I found Jesus' moment. But I got 
back on the rails. I knew how to do this stuff. I had done it my whole life. I 
just had to find it again." 

The MacKinnon who emerged from the depths of the 2016-17 season is 
the one everyone had been waiting to see for some time. He broke 
through to score 39 goals with 97 points in 74 games, helping the Avs 
reach the playoffs for the first time in three seasons. As a result, 
MacKinnon was in the Hart Trophy discussion for the NHL's most 
valuable player. 

He finished second to Taylor Hall in Hart voting that season. (Two years 
later, MacKinnon was second in the Hart balloting again, behind Leon 
Draisaitl.) MacKinnon said the runner-up finish to Hall angered him, but it 
eventually became another inflection point in his life and career. 

After losing out to Hall, MacKinnon said it took him two months before he 
realized he could not let the decision made by voters affect how he felt. 
He came to accept the reasons why he lost, acknowledging there were 
players better than him. 

"The guys who beat me out deserved it. Hallsy and Draisaitl had 
unbelievable years. They're unbelievable players," MacKinnon said. 
"You're still upset. You still want to win it. But at the end of the day, you 
can't put all your happiness into how people vote and that's OK. What 
matters is the guys in the room, your family and friends. After that, you 
can't control what others think." 

Statements like that illustrate why Erik Johnson says the mental part of 
MacKinnon's game has caught up to his physical exploits. Johnson, 34, 
is the Avalanche's longest-tenured player and has watched MacKinnon's 
evolution firsthand. He knows how difficult the adjustment can be for a 
young player entering the league, as he was a No. 1 pick who played in 
the NHL as a teenager himself. 

"Sometimes, it's hard to put the mental wear and tear and grind of a 
season together right away," Johnson said. "He really developed to 
where he is doing everything possible to be the best he can be." 

FOR MACKINNON, THAT included becoming a better leader. Losing the 
Hart provided a silver lining in that it was further proof he was among the 
best in the game. The next step was finding a way to take what he 
learned to become a better player and use it to make the Avalanche a 
better team. 

That meant sitting down with Andre Burakovsky, now with the Seattle 
Kraken, and encouraging him to shoot more after looking at his advanced 
metrics. And working with Matt Calvert, a bottom-six forward who was on 
pace for his first 20-goal season before injuries and the pandemic-
shortened season in 2019-20 derailed those plans. Even so, Calvert still 
made significant changes, such as working with a skating coach to 
revamp his skating. Another was altering his diet. He credited MacKinnon 
for that change, and MacKinnon said it all came from Calvert and nothing 
more. 

Thanks to Nikita Zadorov, the world gained more insight into 
MacKinnon's nutrition plan. Zadorov, now with the Calgary Flames, said 
in a 2021 interview that MacKinnon had desserts, ice cream and soft 
drinks removed from the team's dressing room and even played a part in 

having the team stop serving carbonara sauce with pasta, replacing it 
with a healthier option. 

As Zadorov said, with those moves, MacKinnon "made pros" of the entire 
team. 

"It's not just about his success, not that it was before either," Avalanche 
coach Jared Bednar said. "Now he thinks more about, 'What does the 
team have to do?', 'How does it all fit together?' He's a bigger picture 
guy. A guy like [Gabriel Landeskog] has had that perspective for a 
number of years where Nate's grown into that the last six years. It's been 
getting better year after year, and last year, he was an incredible leader 
for us." 

MacKinnon knew he'd have to ease into that role. He said having 
Landeskog around as the Avs' captain helped because it gave 
MacKinnon the time to both find his game and find his way into becoming 
a leader who could make a difference. 

One of the steps MacKinnon has taken is to ensure young players feel 
valued. Perhaps the starting point for that was his relationship with Cale 
Makar. Earlier in Makar's still young career, MacKinnon spoke about the 
Calder Trophy winner as if he raised him as his own while raving about 
how Makar was already one of the best defensemen in the league. 

He pointed to Bowen Byram, saying the 21-year-old was their third-best 
defenseman in the playoffs last year and rattling off his stats. He 
continued by saying players like Byram, who are still on their entry-level 
contracts, are so important because their performances are what help 
Stanley Cup contenders with high-end players and big contracts have 
depth. 

"It's a lot different now than when I came into the league," said 
MacKinnon, who made his debut in 2013, when Byram was 12. "So I like 
to relate to them. It's tough being a young guy. Nowadays, you need 
young guys to win. It's not like the old days when you treat rookies like s--
-. You need them." 

MacKinnon said he loves talking to his teammates about, well, anything. 
So how does that work when it comes to having a difficult conversation if 
someone's not playing well? MacKinnon said the time he has spent with 
teammates has given him a gauge for what works. He knows some 
players may respond well to one approach while others may not. For him, 
it is about crafting a message and delivering it in a way that is more 
about togetherness than admonishment. 

Avs star right winger Mikko Rantanen said MacKinnon has become more 
patient than he was five years ago. 

"I saw it especially in the playoffs," Rantanen said. "He was really calm in 
situations. If we had a bad period, he was just calm and just encouraged 
everyone to reset. There was a difference and it was fun to watch." 

What made MacKinnon want to become a better leader, let alone a 
leader at all? He could have just settled for being the best player on a 
team and nothing more. 

"It just doesn't feel good when you try to be the best player you can be 
and I knew that we weren't going to win if I did not become even better of 
a leader and try to make guys feel good and make guys excited or try to 
be the best they can be," MacKinnon said. "We were so close and 
figured if I gave it a shot last playoff run, especially try to make guys feel 
good every day -- and that's not saying it's why we won -- but every little 
thing guys do adds up." 

The notion MacKinnon is willing to open up about what got him to this 
stage of his career might be the strongest sign of his evolution. There 
was a time when MacKinnon would get angry enough with himself at 
practice, he would launch his stick into the stands at Ball Arena. It would 
sail 10 or so rows up, requiring an equipment manager to retrieve it while 
MacKinnon got another one. 

Rantanen smiled when saying MacKinnon had managed to cut down on 
those moments, but admitted they do still happen from time to time. And 
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while MacKinnon tossing his stick in the stands was too striking to ignore, 
it was something people did not really ask him about. 

But now? He'll talk about it freely. 

"I don't mind that. I like when guys get angry," MacKinnon said. "We were 
at an optional skate and [Kurtis MacDermid] punched a water bottle the 
other day. I like it. I don't think it's a bad thing if I do that. I threw my stick 
the other day. It doesn't matter. 

"I just think away from the rink, you have to prepare yourself to be a 
leader, a good person coming into the rink and then have that energy 
before you show up. My whole thing is the work should be done before 
you play." 

A lot has changed in the six years since the low point of the Avalanche's 
48-point season. MacKinnon no longer has to ask himself if he wants to 
remain a mediocre player. His focus has shifted toward asking what can 
be done to get a few more banners hanging in the rafters of Ball Arena. 

So does this mean MacKinnon is finally going to chill? 

You probably can guess the answer. No, he is not. 

"This is my journey and everyone's different," MacKinnon said. "Some 
guys come in and dominate. Sid [Sidney Crosby], [Connor] McDavid, 
[Auston] Matthews, those guys. I didn't. I had to kind of find my way and I 
think once I found my way for three or four years, I focused more on 
trying to help others out and not just trying to make myself good. That's 
how you win." 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid, Draisaitl give Oilers edge in rivalry once 
dominated by Sedins 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspecOctober 13, 2022, 2:45 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s like déjà vu for anyone who has watched this 
Edmonton-Vancouver rivalry over the past 15 years or so. 

Remember Rexall Place, circa 2006 to about 2014? 

The Vancouver Canucks would roll into Edmonton and throw their 'B' 
game out on the best ice in the league. Daniel and Henrik Sedin would 
score a couple on the powerplay, Roberto Luongo would hold on to the 
game until his team arrived — often about 40 minutes late — and 
Vancouver would leave Edmonton with two points on the strength of a 
20-minute effort. 

Well, the Oilers have the Sedins now, and their names are Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Edmonton fell behind 2-0 in the opening 2:40 of the game, and 3-0 after 
21 minutes. Then, they proceeded to score five unanswered goals in a 5-
3, season-opening win over the poor Canucks, a team that deserved 
better than it got Wednesday night in Northern Alberta. 

“It wasn’t according to anyone’s script, for sure,” said Oilers head coach 
Jay Woodcroft. “I don’t think we were sharp. I don’t think we were in sync 
early. We found a way to win the game, that’s a really good sign, but we 
can be better.” 

McDavid (a hat trick and four points) and Draisaitl (1-2-3) torched the 
Canucks for seven points, and just like the old days when the Sedins’ 
powerplay was always a goal or two better than Edmonton’s, the Oilers 
won this on the strength of their special teams with a three-for-four 
powerplay, and a penalty kill unit that went seven for eight and potted a 
key shorthanded goal. 

“It is not going to be perfect every night,” reasoned McDavid. “You are 
not going to have the game you want every night, and sometimes you get 
a win with your 'B' or 'C' game. It was certainly not our 'A' game to start, 
but we found a way to get our legs going and get ourselves back in it.” 

We get it: It’s the first game of the season and there are some kinks to be 
worked out. But man, were the Oilers awful at five-on-five for the opening 
40 minutes. 

Honestly, the defence corps broke the puck out of their zone like a guy 
handing out candy on Halloween, with more pucks landing in 
Vancouver’s treat bags than on an Oilers teammate’s blade. The 
mistakes were so egregious, and came so often, that the Canucks were 
rewarded both on the scoreboard and by the referees, with Edmonton in 
desperation to defend their mistakes. 

After 40 minutes, Vancouver led 28-15, and had seven powerplays to 
Edmonton’s two. 

But the score? It was somehow 3-3, after a late-period sequence that 
saw J.T. Miller whiff on a one-time chance on the powerplay, before 
Darnell Nurse wired home a very similar puck at the other end to tie the 
game with 41 seconds remaining in the period. 

It was goalie Jack Campbell who stopped two breakaways with the score 
at 3-1, worth remarking on in a game where Edmonton scored five 
straight from the 24-minute mark on. The Canucks had plenty of Grade A 
chances in the final 36 minutes and did not dent the twine. 

“I was pretty fired up and they got two quick ones — two goals I’d like to 
have back,” Campbell said. “It just shows the resiliency in our team. 
They’re a good team over there. It’s not an easy league to come back 
when you’re down that early.” 

Out in British Columbia, you could hear the gnashing of teeth as the best 
player in the world ran roughshod over a Canucks team that was the 
better club, five-on-five. It’s like the Gretzky years again — Edmonton 
has a cheat code, and with Draisaitl playing the part of Mark Messier, it’s 
once again Edmonton’s turn to dominate this rivalry after the Sedin-led 
Canucks had their time in the early 2000’s. 

Edmonton went 4-0 versus the Canucks last season, and beat 
Vancouver on Opening Night of the 2021-22 season as well. 

It was McDavid’s 11th career hat trick, while the four-point night gave him 
701 points in just his 488th game. It’s a milestone that will slip past with 
little attention, despite the company such a career-scoring pace keeps. 

McDavid is only the seventh player in NHL history — and the sixth fastest 
— to achieve the feat in less than 500 games, joining a who’s who list 
that includes Wayne Gretzky, Jari Kurri, Peter Stastny, Mario Lemieux, 
Mike Bossy and Sidney Crosby. 

Just another milestone chalked up against a game but understaffed 
Canucks team, a group that should have been able to put this one away, 
leading 3-0 early in Period 2. 

“It was just not a good start for our group, but I don’t think there was 
anything to that,” reasoned the Oilers captain. “It was the first game and 
maybe there was a little bit of jitters. Sometimes you have got to get in a 
real (game) to get your legs back under you. 

“It maybe took us a little bit of time but we found a way to get it done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Keefe calls out Maple Leafs' sloppy play on opening night: 
'That’s unacceptable' 

 

MONTREAL — Sheldon Keefe appeared much tighter than his team's 
defence on opening night. 
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While some in the Toronto Maple Leafs' room chalked up their 4-3 blown-
lead loss to last season's 32nd-place team as a case of the October 
kinks, the last thing the head coach wanted to hear was an excuse. 

"It was early-season sloppiness — but I don’t expect that. For everything 
our team has been through together, that’s unacceptable. We got to be 
way more responsible," Keefe said, curtly. 

"It was just careless. Just careless. I expect more. Our group should 
expect more. Not good enough. We deserve to lose." 

Keefe’s public intolerance for his group’s lack of detail and careless puck 
management on night one — particularly in the heightened moments of 
the third period, particularly after coughing up 1-0 and 2-1 leads — 
speaks to the pressure he personally and the Leafs at large are feeling 
entering another season as a contender. 

Squandering points to a lesser roster, no matter the time of year, could 
have a negative effect on Toronto's standings position come April. 

Keefe and his staff drilled the players pre-game specifically on the 
dangers of the young and loose Montreal Canadiens' transition game, 
how opportunistic snipers like Cole Caufield and Josh Anderson can 
pounce on the rush. 

And then Toronto’s more veteran skaters took careless minor penalties 
and jammed plays into shinpads and chests, gifting odd-man rushes the 
other way. 

The Leafs’ untimely recklessness in their own zone culminated in a brutal 
Jake Muzzin giveaway in the final 20 seconds. The veteran’s clearing 
attempt smacked the tape of Nick Suzuki, who fed Anderson for the one-
timed winner. 

The Leafs didn’t so much salvage an overtime point. 

This after William Nylander tied the contest on a pretty 2-on-1 with John 
Tavares, 40 seconds after Sean Monahan had scored an emotional go-
ahead goal for the home side. 

A wild and entertaining climax, to be sure, but hardly the way a heavily 
favoured team should close things out. 

“Tough one to swallow in the last few minutes,” Tavares said. “We give 
one up, we tie it, and we give one up again. So, disappointing.” 

More so when you consider how many unclaimed points Toronto left on 
the table last season with its inability to stomp out non-playoff 
competition. 

The Canadiens are a franchise smartly and unapologetically in rebuild 
mode. They didn’t win a single exhibition game. Their D corps has less 
than a third of the experience as Toronto’s. Three Habs conducted their 
rookie lap during Wednesday’s warmup, for goodness’ sake. 

Yet when two points hung late in the Bell Centre air, the underdogs 
snatched them. 

“When you're not prepared to play the necessary way to win the game, 
you'll lose — no matter who you're playing,” Keefe stated. 

“The young guys are always hungry to try and prove a point, especially 
these guys,” Mitch Marner added. 

“These guys have a lot of Canadian guys on their roster. In Canada, 
Toronto is always a team that gets talked about a lot. Everyone is always 
excited to show out against us and prove a point.” 

Matt Murray — the Maple Leafs’ Cup-winning gamble in net — still has 
something to prove. 

He showed flashes early, then got beat clean on some good looks by 
sharpshooters late. His team did a much better job of protecting him 
post-game than in-game. 

Keefe said they hung Murray out to dry with the giveaways, and he’s not 
wrong. But a .829 save percentage when your team outshoots the other 
guys 32-23 leaves room for improvement. 

Specifically, Murray wanted Caufield’s second goal, sniped at distance, 
back. 

“I just made a bad read. I probably should’ve taken an extra step there, 
just been a little bit more in his face,” Murray said. “It's a good shot, but 
one that I probably should’ve had.” 

The Maple Leafs can say the same for the victory they didn’t lock down 
on opening night. 

Fox’s Fast Five 

• So bizarre seeing Jason Spezza, coffee in hand, on the other side of 
the glass during an optional morning skate on game day. Expect to see 
the assistant to the GM attend many a road trip this season. 

Fun seeing Spezza sharing a laugh with goalie-turned-commentator 
Patrick Lalime. A mini Senators reunion amid a Leafs-Habs event. 

• Marner on Carey Price, whose knee may never allow him to play again, 
barring a miracle: “How he played would make it an insane game to try to 
win. The game misses him.” 

• Why did Mark Giordano win the PP2 quarterbacking job over Rasmus 
Sandin to start? 

"He has a lot of experience there," Keefe explains. "We really like what 
he brought to that unit when he came in last season. He is a little more 
willing to shoot the puck from the top and does a good job there with that. 
When the second unit gets out there, they don't have a lot of time. Having 
a little more of a shot mentality there is important." 

He’s not wrong. 

Giordano averaged 2.01 shots per game last season. Sandin averaged 
0.90. 

• Montreal’s Jonathan Drouin will make $5.5 million as a member of the 
Montreal Canadiens this season, the final one on his contract. 

He was a healthy scratch on opening night. 

• Total games played by Toronto’s opening night blue line: 3,385 

Total games played by Montreal’s opening night blue line: 932 
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Sportsnet.ca / Guhle leads Canadiens' young players in season-opening 
win over Maple Leafs 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsOctober 13, 2022, 12:01 AM 

 

MONTREAL — There was Kaiden Guhle, cornered by Calle Jarnkrok 
and Alexander Kerfoot, pressured into the left quadrant of his own zone 
with no outlet option in sight. 

With the puck on his stick, Guhle pivoted, sidestepped Kerfoot, 
stickhandled through the trap, walked around Jarnkrok and fired a tape-
to-tape pass across his own blue line and over the red line to Rem Pitlick, 
who dumped the puck out of harm’s way and into Toronto’s zone. 

It was a subtle, smart play from the defenceman that almost made you 
forget for a second that he was playing in his first-ever NHL game. 

Guhle, who only turns 21 in January, didn’t just look comfortable; he 
appeared confident. And not just on this play, but on almost all of them 
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he made in this surprising 4-3 win for the Montreal Canadiens in their 
opening game against a Toronto Maple Leafs team that has Stanley Cup 
aspirations this season. 

He wasn’t the only kid in a Montreal jersey who took a step forward in his 
development on this night, though his would have to be seen as the 
largest — playing a team-leading 22:34 and holding the NHL’s most 
lethal scorer in Auston Matthews to zeroes through all nine minutes and 
33 seconds he faced off against him at 5-on-5. 

“Pretty calm, cool, confident, relaxed kid, and you can tell that in his 
game,” said Jake Allen, who made 29 saves behind Guhle and the rest of 
the Canadiens defence. “He doesn’t get rattled, I don’t think, too much.” 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
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REDEEM NOW 

Guhle never appeared rattled, not even when he made mistakes. And he 
did make mistakes — turning the puck over four times with passes that 
missed the mark or came off his stick in a way he didn’t intend for them 
to. 

But Guhle recovered well. 

So did his young teammates. 

Take Arber Xhekaj, for example. The undrafted 21-year-old was also 
making his Canadiens debut Wednesday and it didn’t go particularly 
smoothly all the way through. 

He gave up two breakaways in a short span of the second period — one 
of them forcing him to hook Kerfoot and offer him a penalty shot Allen 
inevitably stopped — and got caught swinging out of position on the goal 
Denis Malgin scored to put the Leafs up 2-1 near the halfway mark of the 
frame. 

But Xhekaj didn’t let that affect him. 

“For me, when I play, I block out everything around me and play the 
same game I’ve been playing my whole life,” he said afterwards. “I just 
stick to my game and shake it off and play. It’s my first game and there’s 
going to be nerves, but you just keep going. If you look back on your 
mistakes and keep them in your mind during a game like that, you’re not 
going to go anywhere.” 

Xhekaj shook those plays off, got a couple of good scoring chances, 
contributed to a penalty kill that held Toronto scoreless through four 
opportunities, and he emerged from it all — after Josh Anderson sealed 
the win for Montreal with 17 seconds remaining — feeling happy to come 
through with a better understanding of how it goes at this level. 

Anderson's late-game snipe helps Canadiens win season-opener vs. 
Maple Leafs 
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Juraj Slafkovsky experienced it similarly. 

The first-overall pick in the 2022 NHL Draft was a ball of nerves to start. 
When he was introduced to the crowd at the Bell Centre, he was so 
caught up in the ovation he received that he forgot to stop at centre ice 
as instructed and skated right to his spot next to Anderson. 

Minutes later, on one of his first shifts of the game, Slafkovsky wasn’t 
looking and crashed right into Guhle as the defenceman was attempting 
to skate the puck out of Montreal’s zone. 

“That helped me, probably,” he said. “I woke up after that.” 

Slafkovsky settled in, drew his team a power play, had a couple of nice 
rushes, recorded a shot on net and was greeted in the locker room after 
the win by the only other Slovak in Canadiens history to wear his number 
20. 

“I told him to enjoy the city,” said Richard Zednik, who played five 
seasons in Montreal from 2001-06. “I told him it’s a great hockey city to 
play in and the fans are going to love you and just keep skating and don’t 
think too much on the ice. Just skate and play your game.” 

Jordan Harris, the 22-year-old who got 10 games in with the Canadiens 
last season, seemed to be doing exactly that throughout this one. 

The defenceman registered his first NHL assist on Sean Monahan’s first 
goal as a Canadien, which made it 3-2 Montreal with 2:30 remaining in 
the third period, and he played mostly mistake-free through his 25 shifts. 

But Harris wasn’t perfect. He high-sticked Malgin three minutes before 
Monahan scored, and that could’ve been very costly. 

“He played awesome, though,” said Xhekaj. 

'A special moment for these young kids': Anderson on Canadiens rookies 
getting in first game 
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All the Canadiens kids fared well, from Harris to Slafkovsky, and from 
Nick Suzuki to Cole Caufield. 

The 23-year-old Suzuki, in his first game as Canadiens captain, set 21-
year-old Caufield up for Montreal’s first goal at the 33-second mark of the 
second period, and Caufield added another just under 15 minutes later. 

All in all, pretty positive. 

“We’ll see what happens when normalcy kicks in and the emotions drop,” 
said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “I’m eager to see what they look 
like when that happens. 

“But honestly, it’s fantastic what we’re seeing from the kids.” 

None of them showed better than Guhle, but all of them took steps 
forward in this win. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Collapse against Oilers serves as reminder Canucks are 
still a work in progress 
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EDMONTON — Dream start. Nightmare finish. 

And so another NHL season begins for the Vancouver Canucks, a team 
with talent and promise that is striving to become something more 
substantial. 

They should have had more Wednesday, overwhelming the Edmonton 
Oilers in the first 21 minutes to build a three-goal lead, only to blow it on 
special teams and surrender five straight goals in a 5-3 loss on opening 
night. 

Connor McDavid, largely invisible in the first half of the game, finished 
with a hat trick. He and Leon Draisaitl won a game for the Oilers their 
team should have lost. That’s what special players do. 

The Canucks have 81 games remaining — an enormous time to fix their 
mistakes and build the structure and consistency into their play that is 
necessary for them to return to the playoffs for just the second time since 
2015. 

But Wednesday was a reminder of the work to do. 
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Good teams don’t blow 3-0 leads and get nothing from a game in which 
they were significantly superior than the opposition at even strength. 

“That obviously stings a little bit,” Canucks captain Bo Horvat said. “I 
thought we did a lot of good things five on five. I thought for the majority 
of the game we carried the play. Obviously, our power play let us down a 
little bit. (But) it’s been one game and we'll move on.” 

Forward J.T. Miller lamented: “They didn't have anything, really. Five on 
five, we controlled the play the entire game. We had a couple of 
breakdowns, maybe two or three. Playing a team like that, you'll take that 
any day. I think we played really well and we're going to hang our hat on 
that. Stuff from tonight is fixable, that's for sure.” 

McDavid broke a 3-3 tie with 4:59 remaining in regulation, banging his 
own rebound past goalie Thatcher Demko after Canucks defenceman 
Quinn Hughes had his shot blocked inside the Edmonton blue line, then 
got caught on the wrong side of the puck and Oiler Zach Hyman when a 
three-on-two developed in the Vancouver zone. 

McDavid finished his hat trick into an empty net with 25 seconds 
remaining, technically Edmonton’s third power-play goal of the night. 
They needed just four advantages and total of 1:49 on the power play to 
scorch the Canucks' penalty killing, which was one of the torpedoes that 
sunk Vancouver in the first six weeks of last season. 

The Canucks' power play went 1-for-8, and inexcusably allowed a 
shorthanded three-on-one rush that Darnell Nurse turned into the tying 
goal with 41 seconds remaining in the middle period. 

“Disappointing,” Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “I 
thought we came out really good in the first and I think special teams kind 
of cost us the game tonight. The power play wasn't good enough and we 
couldn't keep the puck out of our net on the PK. 

“I think that was a good lesson for us. That's the type of game ... that you 
need to be able to close out.” 

The Canucks need to move beyond learning lessons and moral victories 
this season. They move on to Philadelphia to play John Tortorella’s 
Flyers on Saturday. 

“I don't know if it feels more important or more critical,” Vancouver coach 
Bruce Boudreau said Wednesday morning when asked about the start of 
the season. “They just definitely know what happened when they didn't 
have a good start (last year). I mean, our last 56 games, I think we were 
10th in the league, and it still didn't get us anywhere. We will all lose two, 
three, four games in a row. But I mean, if you do that and you start off 
bad, you're deeper into (trouble). But if you have that little cushion, I 
mean, it makes life a lot easier.” 

The Canucks had a big cushion against the Oilers, building a 3-0 lead 
through 21 minutes. 

Canucks' Pettersson, Miller set franchise record for fastest two goals to 
start season 
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Miller and Pettersson finished beautifully from Edmonton turnovers to 
make it 2-0 in the first 2:40 of the game — the fastest 2-0 lead the 
Canucks have built on opening night in franchise history. 

Rookie Andrei Kuzmenko added to the lead just 39 seconds into the 
middle period, scoring on a goalmouth tap-in from Miller’s laser pass for 
Vancouver’s only power-play goal in 12:15 of advantage time. 

Canucks' Kuzmenko bangs home first career NHL goal off beautiful feed 
from Miller 
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A soft hooking call against Canuck Tanner Pearson at 3:54 of the middle 
period — we assume because both the score and power plays were 3-0 
for Vancouver at that point and this is the NHL — gave the Oilers a 
chance to get in the game. 

They did, as Draisaitl scored from short range at 4:12. The Canucks were 
justifiably upset the goal came a few seconds after Draisaitl lumbered 
Hughes across the face, bursting him like a tomato, without a call. 
Hughes was still trying to gather his equipment and wits when the puck 
went in. 

But the Canucks could only blame themselves when McDavid made it 3-
2 at 14:01, finishing from a sequence of quick passes after Vancouver 
was penalized at 13:55 for too many players. 
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At that point, the Canucks had yielded almost nothing at five-on-five but 
allowed the Oilers' power play to score two goals on two chances over a 
total of just 24 seconds. 

Nurse tied it at 19:19 after Pettersson’s turnover and Horvat’s weak 
backcheck led to the shorthanded three-on-one. 

Pettersson said after the morning skate the priority for the Canucks is to 
start from Game 1 like they played the final 57 games last year under 
Boudreau when they finished 32-15-10. 

“We know what we can be when everybody is on top of their game and 
working the hardest,” Pettersson said. “It just comes down to doing our 
jobs.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.13.2022 
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TSN.CA / ‘Big wake-up call’ pushed Flames’ Weegar to work on his 
game 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Seven years ago, MacKenzie Weegar thought his future was more likely 
to be spent working on a construction site than playing hockey in an 
arena. 

Then a Florida Panthers prospect, the 2013 seventh-round draft pick had 
just been demoted from the American Hockey League to the East Coast 
Hockey League. Weegar had to mature, on and off the ice, and was told 
as much by team brass. 

“I thought the world was ending and I was crying,” he said, recounting 
that moment during the 2014-15 season in Adirondack, N.Y., when he 
was in his early twenties and told he’d be going to the ECHL. 

“[Dale Tallon, then the Panthers general manager] had some choice 
words for me that I won’t ever forget…he basically said, ‘You’re easily 
replaceable. You haven’t done anything major to keep yourself around. 
You’ve got to wake up.’ That was the nice way he probably put it.”  

By his own admission, at that time Weegar didn’t even know how to do 
his own laundry. 

“That was a big wake-up call I needed,” Weegar, now 28, said. “He 
pushed the right buttons.” 

Tallon wasn’t the first hockey decision-maker to read the riot act to 
Weegar. As a rookie in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League, 
Weegar was a key part of the Halifax Mooseheads’ 2013 Memorial Cup-
winning squad, anchoring the second power-play unit on a team with 
future NHL stars Nathan MacKinnon and Jonathan Drouin.  

“You could see really good potential, but at the same time, he had a lot to 
learn, on and off the ice,” said Dominique Ducharme, then the 
Mooseheads’ head coach. 

“You could see really good vision, good poise with the puck, and 
competitiveness. He’s a competitive guy. The bigger the moment was, 
the better he was. He had to mature as a young man and hockey player 
and slowly he did that.” 

To coach his young blueliner, Ducharme gave him a nickname. 

“At times, I was calling him by ‘Joe Cool’ because he kind of became 
complacent a little bit, so I had to catch his attention and put him to 
work,” Ducharme said. 

“He understood that I cared [for] all our players, including him…I wanted 
to take them to another level and prepare them to be pros.” 

Ducharme’s methods had an effect, and the Panthers chose Weegar with 
one of the final picks (206th overall) of the 2013 NHL Draft.  Weegar’s 
family thought the Boston Bruins would draft him, but Paul Gallagher, 
then a scout with the Panthers, implored Tallon to trade up. 

“We did not have a seventh-round pick,” Gallagher said. 

“I’m trying to get my GM’s attention. There’s some chatter going on [at 
the Panthers’ draft table], so finally I hit the table with my hands. I went, 
‘Dale…You gotta get me a pick…I want that Weegar kid out of Halifax.’” 

In the teenage Weegar, Gallagher saw a right-handed blueliner who had 
offensive instincts, could quarterback a power play, and was not afraid to 
skate with the puck.  

“When the opening was there, he wasn’t afraid to take it,” Gallagher said. 

“You could just see him getting more confidence every game.” 

It took some time, but Weegar eventually proved Tallon, Gallagher and 
Ducharme right.  

He made his NHL debut with Florida in 2017 and has since ascended to 
the top of his craft.  

Over the past two seasons, Weegar is fifth among all NHL defencemen 
in even-strength points and third in even-strength on-ice goal differential. 
The Ottawa native is one of the league’s best at denying zone entries 
and breaking up passes in the defensive zone and just signed an eight-
year, $50 million contract extension that will keep him in Calgary through 
the 2030-31 season. 

Early in his tenure in southern Alberta, Flames head coach Darryl Sutter 
has lauded Weegar’s coachability and his willingness to be a student of 
the game, a testament to how he has grown over the years. 

“I think, to be honest, a lot of stuff had to come from within,” Weegar said 
of his maturation. 

“You could have a bunch of people helping you out…they’re all saying 
the right things, but it ultimately comes down to you, myself and buying 
into getting yourself in shape and staying on the ice for extra time and 
working on things you need to improve on. I did that stuff.” 

“Once he figured it out,” Gallagher said, “he figured it out.” 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-Weegar made a point of saying how much of an influence Aaron Ekblad 
has been during his career. The two played together in Florida for years, 
and were one of the league’s best defence pairings last season. 

“It was weird to say Ekblad because he’s younger than me, but he did 
have a huge influence on me,” said Weegar, who is also a big Call of 
Duty guy. 

“For his age, he’s super mature. He’s almost my older brother, but he’s 
younger than me.” I’d have to give him so much credit to where I’ve come 
because he’s taught me a lot. He’s taught me to have good habits, to 
really work on your game, in and outside of the rink.” 

-Weegar: “Dealing with you guys [media], for me, it’s awesome. The hype 
about the Canadian media is great. You guys are awesome…we’re going 
to be here a long time and I’ll get to know you guys a lot more. it just 
makes it more enjoyable.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs wary of young Habs with point to prove 

 

Mark Masters 
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The Maple Leafs and Canadiens skated at the Bell Centre on 
Wednesday.  

The Leafs will look to exploit a Canadiens defence with four rookies, 
including two players – Kaiden Guhle and Arber Xhekaj – who are 
making their NHL debuts.  

"The young guys are always hungry to try and prove a point, especially 
these guys," warned winger Mitch Marner. "These guys have a lot of 
Canadian guys on their roster. In Canada, Toronto is always a team that 
gets talked about a lot. Everyone is always excited to show [off] against 
us and prove a point." 

"Watching them in pre-season, they're flying around," said 39-year-old 
defenceman Mark Giordano, who has played in more NHL games than 
the entire Montreal defence combined. "That's the way the league is now. 
It's a young man's game, so we have to be aware."  

Guhle, a 20-year-old from Edmonton, projects to play on the top pair 
opposite David Savard while Xhekaj, a 21-year-old from Hamilton, Ont., 
is slated to start beside Chris Wideman on the second pair.  

The Leafs finished second in goals per game last season (3.8). Toronto's 
attack features the reigning Hart Trophy winner in Auston Matthews and 
Marner, who racked up 97 points last season.   

"We've played against those guys a couple times in the pre-season, so 
it's good to get those jitters out of the way when you see those guys 
coming down on you," Guhle told reporters. "I think we're comfortable 
playing against those guys." 

"I've been pretty calm," said Xhekaj. "I think it's more my parents who are 
nervous and pinching themselves and realizing what's actually 
happened. I find I usually don't take it in. Like, everything happens fast 
for me, and I don't have time to soak it in. I just have to get up and play." 

Montreal's third defence pair features Johnathan Kovacevic, 25, who has 
four games of NHL experience, and 22-year-old Jordan Harris, who 
made his NHL debut last season suiting up in 10 games with the 
Canadiens.  

Toronto's forward group will be at full strength as centre John Tavares 
returns from an oblique injury.  

"We want to stress the opponents defence and their goaltender as much 
as we can and spend as much time as we can on their half of the ice," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We have four lines we can roll consistently 
and should be relentless in nature."  

The Leafs and Canadiens split four games last season, with Montreal 
outscoring Toronto 12-8. 

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 1 secondVolume 90% 

Leafs Ice Chips: Leafs not looking past 'green' blue line for Canadiens 

The Maple Leafs will have an opportunity to take adavantage of a young 
Canadiens' blue line, which will consist of four rookies. TSN Maple Leafs 
reporter Mark Masters as more on how Toronto is approaching the 
matchup. 

--- 

Xhekaj didn't get picked in the Ontario Hockey League draft. He didn't get 
picked in the National Hockey League draft. When the OHL didn't hold a 
season during the pandemic, he worked at Costco.  

"It's amazing," said Xhekaj, who earned a contract as a free-agent invite 
at Montreal's 2021 training camp. "It's special. The past two years have 
been crazy for me." 

Marner watched Xhekaj's run to the OHL title last season in Hamilton and 
was impressed.  

"His story is pretty cool," Marner said. "I didn't know he was not drafted to 
either league and to be where he is now, it's outstanding. It's the kind of 
story that kids need to look at and grow up watching because it's not 
always the prettiest way to get to where you want to be. It's about 
working hard and keeping your dreams alive." 

Xhekaj lists Toronto's Jake Muzzin and Detroit's Ben Chiarot, a fellow 
Hamiltonian, as his NHL role models.  

"He's a big man that tries to put his physicality in his game first and tries 
to make it hard on other people," Marner noted. "For us, it's just making 
sure we're making smart plays with it, supporting each other on the ice 
and trying to draw people into us and open up other guys." 

"I just got to know my time and know my place," Xhekaj said. "I obviously 
want to make a statement and show I'm going to be a physical guy and 
take care of business if it has to be done."  
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'Dream come true': Slafkovsky, Xhekaj set for NHL debuts 

Montreal Canadiens rookies Juraj Slafkovsky and Arber Xhekaj look 
ahead to their NHL debuts tonight against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

--- 

The Canadiens will also have a rookie up front as first overall pick Juraj 
Slafkovsky lines up beside Christian Dvorak and Brendan Gallagher.  

"It feels like dream life," the Slovak winger told reporters. "Get drafted by 
Montreal. Opening night against Toronto in Montreal. It's like a dream 
and I'm just happy to be part of it." 

Is he dealing with nerves?  

"Maybe I'm a little nervous, but I don't show it," he said with a wry grin. 
"Or not yet." 

The 18-year-old has excelled on the big stage in his young career. He 
was the MVP at the 2022 Olympics in Beijing. 

"He's a big man," Marner observed. "He moves very well on his feet for 
how tall he is (6-foot-3). Obviously, he's got a pretty wicked shot. He 
makes some good plays out there. He can see the ice very well and he's 
not afraid to take pucks to the net." 

Matthews, a fellow first-overall pick, paused when asked if he had any 
advice for Slafkovsky.   

"That's an interesting question," the Leafs centre said, "because they're 
an opponent so I don't know. You kind of figure it out along the way. I'm 
not sure I got too much advice [for him]. He got picked there for a reason 
so I'm sure he'll be ready."  

It's the anniversary of Matthews' NHL debut. He famously scored a 
record four goals in Ottawa on Oct. 12, 2016.  

"Obviously, a lot of work goes into getting up to that point," the Arizona 
native recalled. "Finally living your dream, playing in the NHL, playing 
your first game, a lot of emotions kind of run through your head. In the 
end, it's just hockey and something we've all been doing for our whole 
lives, so that's the kind of mindset that I try to have every night going into 
a game regardless of the situation." 
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Hughes: If Slafkovsky continues to make strides, he could be here for the 
full season 

Kent Hughes explains what he's seen from Juraj Slafkovsky that led him 
to decide that he should be with the Canadiens rather than in Laval to 
start the season. 

--- 
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Top-line winger Michael Bunting, who's entering the final year of his 
current contract, told reporters that he's open to negotiating during the 
season.  

During Inside Trading on Tuesday's edition of SportsCentre, TSN's Pierre 
LeBrun reported that there haven't been any contract talks yet, but when 
those negotiations begin the sense is a maximum eight-year deal will be 
appealing to both sides.  

"I'm a Toronto boy. I love playing for the Maple Leafs. This is my home," 
Bunting told reporters, including Terry Koshan of the Toronto Sun. "I 
grew up in Scarborough, and, yeah, it's so much fun putting on that 
sweater every single night. That's what I will say about it, and I hope 
everything else figures out itself." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Bunting admits to opening night jitters but more comfortable after last 
season's success 

Michael Bunting's first season with the Maple Leafs culminated in a solid 
63-point total and it's not likely that he will be able to catch anyone by 
surprise this year. The winger admits that the 'jitters are still there' for 
opening night but says he feels more comfortable this time around. 

--- 

Leafs lines for the 2022-23 season opener:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Nylander - Tavares - Malgin  

Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Aube-Kubel 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl  

Giordano - Sandin  

Murray starts 

Samsonov 

Injured: Liljegren (hernia), Benn (groin)  

Flashback: Leafs lines for the 2021-22 season opener:  

Ritchie - Tavares - Marner  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Spezza - Amadio - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Dermott  

Campbell starts  

Mrazek 

Injured: Matthews (wrist)  
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New TSN Canadiens reporter Kenzie Lalonde excited for classic season 
opener 

It's opening night for the Maple Leafs and Canadiens but it's also the first 
season opener for TSN's new Montreal Bureau Reporter Kenzie Lalonde. 
She joins Mark Masters to chat about the excitement of the day ahead of 
the anticipated matchup. 
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