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Making himself at home with Carolina Hurricanes, Brent Burns set for return to San Jose

By Chip Alexander 
It’s not as if Brent Burns hasn’t been through it before.  
 
The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was drafted by the 
Minnesota Wild in 2003 and played parts of his first seven 
NHL seasons with the Wild before being traded to the San 
Jose Sharks in 2011. 
 
“I went back to Minnesota for a game for the first time and it 
was weird,” Burn said recently. “Still is a little weird when I go 
back. But still a game to be played.” 
 
Burns’ first return to Minnesota came in January 2012 and 
the Sharks lost in a shootout. For the record, Burns assisted 
on a late Logan Couture goal as San Jose scored twice in 
the final three minutes of regulation to force overtime. But 
going back to San Jose, where the Hurricanes will begin a 
five-game road trip Friday, might be a bit more emotional for 
the big D-man. Burns, 37, spent 11 seasons with the Sharks 
before the July 13 trade to the Hurricanes. 
 
There are several tributes planned for Burns in San Jose, 
including a video to be shown on the big board at the SAP 
Center. That’s understandable for a man who won a Norris 
Trophy with the Sharks, that helped them reach the Stanley 
Cup Finals in 2016. But, in truth, Burns would rather talk 
more about his new team than his old team. Did he leave 
behind some close friends in San Jose? Yes. Is he making 
some new ones in Raleigh? Yes. “It’s a group that enjoys the 
work,” Burns said. “It’s contagious to see, before a skate, 
after skate, guys doing things all the time. It’s fun as an older 
guy to see that. The younger generation of guys are just 
different athletes. They really take care of themselves. It’s 
just fun to be around them.” 
 
Not long after the trade, Burns said he drove his Renegade 
RV to North Carolina and moved into an RV park for a month 
before moving his family into a new house. “It’s great. I loved 
it,” he said. “Got to know one of the neighbors there at the 

RV park. But I had my parents there, too, and when we first 
got here it was just crazy. I was driving a lot for my kids’ 
sports and school stuff, too. We were pretty busy. “When I 
wasn’t doing something I was probably snoozing.” 
Burns said that with the gap-toothed smile that is as big a 
part of his persona as his long beard.  
 
During the Hurricanes’ pregame introductions Wednesday at 
PNC Arena before the opener against Columbus, Burns was 
one of the first players introduced — he wears No. 8 for the 
Canes — and got a big hand. “He’s been great from day 
one,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said during training 
camp. “He works hard. We know he’s a good person, but the 
way he plays he fits our system really well.” 
 
Burns joined Jaccob Slavin in the top defensive pairing 
Wednesday and ran the Canes’ No. 1 power-play unit in the 
opener. He didn’t have a point in the Canes’ 4-1 victory over 
the Blue Jackets but got off 13 shots attempts and put six on 
net, playing 22:33 of ice time. Burns protected the net well. 
He once shoved the Blue Jackets’ Boone Jenner away from 
goalie Frederik Andersen after a scramble in the crease, the 
6-foot-5, 230-pound D-man landing on top of Jenner. “He 
was letting ‘em know not to get too close,” Andersen said. 
 
A native of Barrie, Ontario, Burns has a ranch in Texas and 
has raised exotic animals. Some of his former Sharks  
teammates gave him a pair of antelope after he played his 
1,000th career game. But Burns has quickly made himself 
and his family at home in North Carolina. He has yet to say 
“y’all,” at least around the media, but has nothing but good 
things to say about the area. “It’s been awesome,” he said. 
“Amazing city. Lots of wildlife. The trees, I love. I love that it’s 
getting a little cooler, too. It’s beautiful in the mornings. The 
sunsets have been incredible. “It’s been a beautiful place 
and the people … it’s just been nice getting around and 
meeting people from the school or sports. It’s been a great 
community, so welcoming.” 
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Burns Prepared for “Weird” Return to San Jose 
 
Defenseman’s first road contest with his new team to come 
in the building he’s played in since 2011 
 
By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - Brent Burns has played in 620 road games 
thus far in his now 20-season NHL career. 

He's anticipating that his first as a member of the Carolina 
Hurricanes may be the strangest yet. 

"It's going to be weird. You try not to think about it too much," 
the six-time All-Star remarked in the days leading up to his 
return to San Jose and the SAP Center. "It's going to be 
really nice to get back there, but it'll definitely be much 
harder than a normal game." 

Burns, 37, waived his three-team no-trade list to come to 
Carolina in July, joining the reigning Metropolitan Division 
champions in a deal that included Lane Pederson in 
exchange for Steven Lorentz, Eetu Makiniemi and a 
conditional third round pick. 

Now, his first contest away from Raleigh with the Canes will 
come back in his old stomping grounds. 

"For me San Jose's been such a special place for a long 
time. I really grew as a player so much there, I learned so 
much from a lot of guys," Burns said during his introductory 
press conference. "[San Jose] was amazing to us as a family 
and it's just such a special place that it's never easy to 
leave." 

The ever popular bearded blueliner had spent 11 seasons in 
Silicon Valley, rising to his star status and earning his 
reputation as one of the premier players in the game. He 
finished as a Norris Trophy finalist three times, winning it in 
2016-17, and twice had the most points at the position, 
league-wide. 

Alongside Joe Thornton, Patrick Marleau and Logan 
Couture, the quartet defined an entire decade of Sharks 
hockey. 

But in the same breath Burns talked about how much the 
Bay Area city meant to him, he continued to say, "For me, 
I'm coming to a time when having the chance to win it all is 
really all that matters right now." 

Still in search of his first Stanley Cup, Burns and San Jose 
knocked on the door of winning it all in 2016, but eventually 
fell to the Pittsburgh Penguins in a six-game series. The 
Penguins lifted the Stanley Cup in the Sharks' building that 
night and that, along with many other better memories will 
come to the forefront of Burns' mind. 

"It is a weird feeling. You get traded, you move on, you get to 
your new team, you know the guys in the room. Everything 
changes," Captain Jordan Staal supplemented of Burns' 
return to San Jose. "Then all of a sudden it's flipped 
back.  You're at your old arena and all of those memories 
come flooding back. The good, the bad, the ugly. Everything 
you know hits you." 

Staal, having been moved from Pittsburgh to Carolina in 
2012, was candid in sharing that it may be a challenging 
night for Burns, but was also quick to point out that his new 
teammates are eager to rally around him for Carolina's lone 
visit of the campaign. 

"A big chunk of his life was there and I'm sure it's going to be 
hard. It'll be hard for him to keep his emotions in check, but 
I'm excited for him. I'm excited to play for him." 

"It's still weird going back to Minnesota," Burns reflected 
again, ackowledging that he somewhat knows what to 
expect, having been traded from the Wild to the Sharks in 
2011. "I've played there a bunch of times and it's still weird." 

Burns' first game in St. Paul as a member of the Canes won't 
come until November 19, and he'll cross that bridge when he 
gets to it. 

As for the here and now, Carolina will begin a five-game 
stretch away from PNC Arena Friday night at SAP Center 
with a 10:30 EST puck drop. 
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San Jose and Carolina hit the ice in non-conference matchup 
 
By The Associated Press 
 
Carolina Hurricanes (1-0-0, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. San Jose Sharks (0-2-0, seventh in the Pacific Division) 
 
San Jose, California; Friday, 10:30 p.m. EDT 
 
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -203, Sharks 
+168; over/under is 6 
 
BOTTOM LINE: The San Jose Sharks and the Carolina 
Hurricanes hit the ice in an out-of-conference matchup. 
 
San Jose had a 32-37-13 record overall and an 18-18-5 
record at home last season. The Sharks scored 211 goals 
while allowing 261 last season for a -50 goal differential. 

 
Carolina went 54-20-8 overall and 25-18-4 on the road a 
season ago. The Hurricanes allowed 2.4 goals per game 
while scoring 3.4 last season. 
 
INJURIES: Sharks: Markus Nutivaara: out (lower body), 
Alexander Barabanov: out (lower body), Nikolai Knyzhov: out 
(achilles). 
 
Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back), Brett Pesce: day to day (lower body), Dylan 
Coghlan: day to day (lower body), Cavan Fitzgerald: out 
(undisclosed), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).
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Brent Burns returns to San Jose wearing Hurricanes sweater 
 
As Brent Burns begins his present quest for a potential 
Stanley Cup with the Carolina Hurricanes, there’s a matter of 
his recent past to address. 
 
By Field Level Media 
 
As Brent Burns begins his present quest for a potential 
Stanley Cup with the Carolina Hurricanes, there's a matter of 
his recent past to address. 
 
After spending the past 11 years in San Jose, Burns returns 
for the first time since approving a summer trade, looking to 
help the Hurricanes avoid a seventh consecutive road loss to 
the Sharks on Friday night. 
 
Long considered one of the best defensemen in the NHL, the 
37-year-old Burns was named to three All-Star teams and 
won the 2017 Norris Trophy during his time with the Sharks. 
 
However, San Jose reached the Stanley Cup Final just once 
with Burns in tow, and with the club amid a rebuild, the 
popular bearded blueliner was open to a trade. It eventually 
came in July to Carolina, a preseason Cup favorite. 
 
After playing 22 1/2 minutes during the Hurricanes' 4-1 
opening victory over Columbus on Wednesday, he'll face his 
former team in the Sharks' home opener. 
 
"It will be fun to see the (Shark) tank, because the tank will 
be rocking," said Burns, who ranks among the NHL's all-time 
leaders for defensemen with 227 goals and 777 points. 
 
"It will definitely be weird." 
 
Though Carolina is off to a solid start on a season filled with 
expectations, it's 0-4-2 at San Jose since a 5-4 victory in 
February 2015. 
 
The Sharks, though, were outscored 7-3 in losing both 
games to Nashville during last week's NHL Global Series in 

Prague. Two of San Jose's few seasoned veterans, Logan 
Couture and Tomas Hertl, each had a goal overseas, but the 
offense went 1-for-8 on the power play. 
 
The Sharks will try to avoid opening with three straight 
defeats for the second time in four seasons. 
 
"As much as we came over (to Prague) to perform in front of 
their fans, we came (there) to get points and wins," first-year 
Sharks coach David Quinn said. 
 
"Unfortunately, we didn't do it, but there's a long, long way to 
go. I like a lot of what I saw out of our team." 
 
Ex-Hurricanes James Reimer and Kaapo Kahkonen 
combined to stop 43-of-49 shots against the Predators. 
Reimer made 49 saves while facing 52 shots as San Jose 
split its two games with Carolina in 2021-22. 
 
Meanwhile, Hertl has seven goals and seven assists in 14 
career contests against the Hurricanes. 
 
Carolina's Martin Necas had a goal with two assists 
Wednesday for the Hurricanes, but he does not have a point 
in three career games against the Sharks. Teammate Andrei 
Svechnikov scored against the Blue Jackets and has two 
goals with an assist in his last three games versus San Jose. 
 
The Hurricanes' Frederik Andersen made 31 saves in the 
2022-23 season opener. Dating to his time with Toronto, 
Andersen has a 1.97 goals-against average and .940 save 
percentage while winning his last five starts versus San 
Jose. 
 
However, backup Antti Raanta, who went 15-5-4 with a 2.45 
GAA for the Hurricanes last season, could get his first start of 
2022-23 in this contest. 
 
Andersen and Raanta won the Jennings Trophy as the 
NHL's top goaltending tandem from last season. 
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About Last Night: A strong start 
By Alec Sawyer 
Regular season hockey is back, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
are 1-0. 
 
The Canes beat the Blue Jackets 4-1 Wednesday night in 
PNC Arena, as Carolina overcame a bit of a slow start to 
rattle of four unanswered goals to get the commanding win 
over Columbus. 
 
Seth Jarvis tallied the first goal of the season for the Canes, 
while Martin Necas led the way to the victory with an 
impressive three-point night. 
 
It was a really strong start to the season for the Hurricanes, 
who obviously have Stanley Cup aspirations that are as 
legitimate as anyone’s in the league. 
 
Some thoughts from the season opener: 
The Martin Necas revenge tour starts now 
 
By all accounts, the 2021-22 season didn’t go exactly how 
people expected for Martin Necas. In the first full season of 
his NHL career thanks to COVID shortenings the two years 
prior, Necas saw his points per game fall from 0.77 in 2020-
21 to just 0.51. 
 
Necas never really seemed to find his full gear, and there 
were some serious doubts raising up in some corners of the 
Canes fandom. 
 
But now in a new season, Necas is looking good early on. 
He had a great preseason for the Canes, and he started his 
regular season out with a three-point performance that lifted 
the Canes to a nice season-opening win. 
 
He assisted Carolina’s second goal of the night and really 
made the play, carrying the puck into the dangerous area of 
the ice and showing off some great skill to setup Brady Skjei 
for the one-timer. 
 
Then Necas scored the next goal, putting in some 
exceptional work on the forecheck before cashing in on a 
heavy rebound. It was another goal created by the work of 
Necas, and this time he was the one who rifled it home 
himself. 
 
He assisted Carolina’s final goal as well, blasting a shot on 
target just after a power play expired. It created another 
heavy, heavy rebound, which made its way to Andrei 
Svechnikov on the boards for a tight-angle score. 
 
A sample size of a few preseason games and one regular 
season game isn’t enough to proclaim Necas’ struggles of a 

year ago completely fixed, but it is enough to say he’s off to a 
really strong start and looks like he could be poised for a 
bounce back year. 
Frederik Andersen looked strong in return from injury 
 
Andersen played in his first meaningful game since suffering 
a knee injury towards the end of last regular season. 
 
And in his first regular season action since then, he looked 
really good. Andersen made 31 saves on 32 shots against, 
though he did let in another that was ruled offside after a 
challenge. 
 
Still, Andersen looked great on the ice Wednesday night. He 
moved well. He made some really exceptional, highlight-reel 
saves and he overall looked comfortable in the net. He 
stopped all six high-danger chances he faced, all 14 of the 
mid-danger shots he faced and allowed just four rebound 
chances all night. 
 
Andersen was obviously a revelation for the Hurricanes 
before his injury in 2021-22, and it’s great to see him healthy 
and looking confident to open up a new campaign. 
 
Other thoughts: 

- Rod Brind’Amour and video coach Chris Huffine are 
1 for 1 on challenges to start the year, and it took a 
goal off the board. Good work by that operation. 

- Brett Pesce PP2 quarterback? Pesce took on that 
role that is certainly still open for competition 
Wednesday night. Neither power play scored, but 
neither looked awful. Sample size is obviously far 
too small, but that’s something to watch moving 
forward. 

- The penalty kill appears to be a wagon once again. 
Blue Jackets had exactly one shot and one scoring 
chance during two full power plays. 

- The jerseys are cool. I thought they were a little bit 
meh when they first released them, but it’s one of 
those things where they look great on the ice. 

- The dasher board ad technology sucks. So much. 
It’s distracting and unsettling and overall a detriment 
to the TV viewing experience. Will we get used to 
it? Of course. That still doesn’t make it good. Two 
thumbs down. 

- Playing as the Canes’ 2C, Jesperi Kotkaniemi won 
69 percent of his faceoffs in game one of the 
season. Nice. 

- The Canes have now won 11 straight games in the 
month of October, dating back to 2019. I also 
believe the Canes have not been under .500 for a 
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single day of the regular season since December of 
2018. This team, under Rod Brind’Amour, starts the 
season hot every year.

 
Carolina Hurricanes at San Jose Sharks Game Preview & Storm Advisory 
 
By Cody Hagan 
It’s game number two for the Carolina Hurricanes as they 
have flown all the way across the country to take on the San 
Jose Sharks. This game will be the first of a five-game 
Pacific Division swing that will lead to many 
#CanesAfterDark moments. 
 
The big story-line of this game is the return of Brent Burns to 
San Jose. The veteran defenseman was traded from the 
Sharks to the Canes during the summer and it will surely be 
an emotional night for Burns. 
 
Another name who may have an emotional night is former 
Hurricane Steven Lorentz. It will be his first game against his 
former team as he was a part of the Burns trade. Lorentz 
was a fan favorite and it will certainly be strange seeing him 
in another uniform. 
 

The Hurricanes opened their season on Wednesday night 
with a 4-1 victory over Columbus. Martin Necas contributed 
three points and Carolina controlled the game from the start 
of the second period. San Jose started their season in 
Prague, Czech Republic against the Nashville Predators as a 
part of the NHL Global Series. The Sharks dropped both 
games and are returning home for their first true home game 
of the year. 
 
Game Notes: 
David Quinn is still looking for his first victory as the Sharks 
head coach. He took over the club on July 26th. Stefan 
Noesen spent two season in the Sharks organization from 
2019-2021 playing in 39 games for San Jose. Paul Stastny 
has 29 career points in 45 games against the Sharks over 
his career. Evgeny Svechnikov is now a member of the 
Sharks and he played in one of the two games in Prague. So 
we may see a Svech vs Svech contest tonight. San Jose will 
visit Raleigh on January 27th to finish off the season series.

 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 13, 2022 

 

 
Way-Too-Early Predictions for 2023 NHL Free Agency 
 
On Sept. 16, The Athletic's Pierre LeBrun reported the NHL's 
annual free-agent market will open on July 1 for the first time 
since 2019. With the 2022-23 season now underway, this is 
a good opportunity to list the best players eligible for 
unrestricted free-agent status next July and predict where 
they might end up. If it seems premature for this type of list, 
bear in mind that the number of potentially available stars 
could shrink between now and July 1. 

Since September, two big names came off the board, with 
J.T. Miller signing a contract extension with the Vancouver 
Canucks and Nathan MacKinnon following suit with the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

A number of notable stars could be obtainable when the 
market opens. They include forwards such as the Chicago 
Blackhawks Patrick Kane and the Boston Bruins' David 
Pastrnak, defensemen like the Minnesota Wild's Matt 
Dumba, and goaltenders such as the Carolina Hurricanes' 
Frederik Andersen. 

Here's our look at next summer's 10 notable UFAs and 
whether they'll re-sign with their current clubs or ink new 
deals elsewhere. Feel free to let us know what you think of 
this listing in the comments section below. 

Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

After five seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs, Frederik 
Andersen joined the Carolina Hurricanes on a two-year 
contract in July 2021. He went on to enjoy one of his best 
seasons, finishing among the top seven for starting 
goaltenders with a 2.17 goals-against average, a .922 save 
percentage, 35 wins and four shutouts. Andersen's $4.5 
million annual salary-cap hit has proven to be a bargain for 
the Hurricanes. If the 33-year-old Danish netminder matches 
last season's stats in 2022-23, he will be worth a lot more if 
he reaches the open market.The Hurricanes were among 
last season's top teams in part due to Andersen's 
goaltending. A late-season knee injury sidelined him during 
the 2022 playoffs, contributing to the Hurricanes' elimination 
from the second round by the New York Rangers. With $29.1 
million in projected cap space for 2023-24, the Hurricanes 
have the room to pay Andersen a raise on his next contract, 
so long as he maintains his strong performance. 

Prediction: The Hurricanes don't have anyone in their system 
to step up and provide them with the same level of 

goaltending as Andersen does. With their best goalie 
potentially available in the UFA market, they could push to 
sign him to a contract extension. Given his age, it could be a 
three-year deal worth around $6.5 million per year. 

Matt Dumba, Minnesota Wild 

The subject of trade rumors for the past two seasons, Matt 
Dumba is in the final season of his five-year, $30 million 
contract. The 28-year-old is a solid two-way defenseman and 
could become one of the top players potentially available in 
next summer's free-agent market. Dumba's physical style 
and offensive skills should also draw plenty of attention if the 
Minnesota Wild decide to shop him before the March 3 trade 
deadline. Given their limited salary-cap space for 2023-24, 
it's possible general manager Bill Guerin will peddle him 
rather than lose him for nothing to free agency. Even if 
Guerin doesn't move Dumba at the trade deadline, the Wild 
will find it difficult to retain him. They have a projected $15.5 
million in cap space next season with restricted free agents 
such as Matt Boldy, Tyson Jost and Calen Addison to re-
sign. After securing an average annual value of $6 million on 
his last contract, Dumba could seek a long-term deal worth 
around $8.5 million per season. Playoff contenders or 
emerging clubs with lots of cap space in need of a top-two 
right-side defenseman, such as the New Jersey Devils, could 
come calling next summer. 

Prediction: Dumba inks a seven-year contract with the 
Devils, who could lose defenseman Damon Severson to free 
agency. With a projected $35.8 million in cap space for 2023-
24, they have room to sign Dumba and still have enough to 
re-sign key players such as Jesper Bratt. He could become a 
key part of their roster core as they develop into a perennial 
playoff club. 

Bo Horvat, Vancouver Canucks 

One of the notable names came off next summer's UFA list 
when J.T. Miller re-signed with the Vancouver Canucks. With 
their first-line center in tow, the Canucks' focus should turn 
toward talented two-way forward Bo Horvat.The 27-yard-old 
center has spent the entirety of his nine-year career in 
Vancouver and has been the captain since 2019. He has 
been well worth the six-year, $33 million contract he signed 
in 2017, reaching or exceeding 20 goals four times and 52 
points three times during that time.On Sept. 17, Canucks 
general manager Patrik Allvin told Sportsnet's Iain MacIntyre 
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that Horvat wants to stay in Vancouver. However, Allvin 
acknowledged contract talks can take time. With over $15 
million committed to Miller and Elias Pettersson in 2023-24, 
the Canucks already have a lot of money invested in the 
center position. The franchise also already has $71.8 million 
invested in 17 players for 2023-24, which could make it 
challenging to keep Horvat in the fold should it cost between 
$7 million and $8 million annually. 

Prediction: It could take time for the Canucks and Horvat to 
reach an agreement. Perhaps it goes right up to July 1. Like 
Miller, however, they'll get a deal done for $7 million per 
season for eight years, though that could force management 
to consider shedding some contracts to maintain some 
salary cap flexibility. 

Patrick Kane, Chicago Blackhawks 

Patrick Kane, one of the greatest players in Chicago 
Blackhawks history, is in the final season of his eight-year, 
$84 million contract. With the franchise's glory years behind 
it and management engaged in a roster rebuild, speculation 
over the 33-year-old winger's future has made him a fixture 
in the NHL rumor mill. Entering his 16th NHL season (all of 
them with the Blackhawks), Kane remains among the 
league's elite forwards. He led his club in scoring last season 
with 92 points, finishing 15th among the top overall scorers. 
The nine-time All-Star and winner of several individual 
awards, including the Conn Smythe Trophy in 2013 as 
playoff MVP, helped the Blackhawks win three Stanley Cups 
between 2010 and 2015. He's also a proven postseason 
scorer with 52 goals and 132 points in 136 playoff contests, 
including 11 game-winning goals Kane's offensive skills and 
playoff experience will make him an enticing target for clubs 
with Stanley Cup aspirations. Given his age, he might have 
to accept a pay cut on a short-term contract but could still get 
a lucrative new contract via next summer's free-agent 
market. 

Prediction: Kane signs with the Detroit Red Wings if they've 
emerged as a playoff contender this season. They possess 
$40.5 million in projected salary cap space for 2023-24, more 
than enough to sign him to a three-year contract worth $8.5 
million annually. His experience and leadership could 
accelerate their development into a Cup contender. 

John Klingberg, Anaheim Ducks 

John Klingberg was among the notable names available 
when the 2022 free-agent market opened in July. The 30-
year-old defenseman sought a more lucrative contract than 
the seven-year deal worth $4.3 million annually that he had 
earned with the Dallas Stars.Unable to find a suitable long-
term contract, Klingberg signed a one-year, $7 million deal in 
July with the Anaheim Ducks. He'll be eligible to become an 
unrestricted free agent next summer. Klingberg had six 
seasons with 40-plus points in Dallas. A strong performance 
this season with the rebuilding Ducks could garner a more 
substantial contract for the puck-moving blueliner next 
summer. With $42.8 million in projected cap space for 2023-

24, the rebuilding Ducks could be in a strong position to 
retain Klingberg. On Sept. 27, The Athletic's Eric Stephens 
reported the veteran rearguard didn't rule out the possibility 
of staying in Anaheim beyond this season if he and the club 
proved to be a good fit. 

Prediction: On Aug. 2, Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported 
Klingberg rejected an eight-year contract worth $7 million per 
season from the Stars before the start of free agency. He 
may have regretted that decision. If Klingberg and the Ducks 
reach an agreement on a contract extension before July 1, it 
could be a five-year deal worth $7.5 million annually given 
his age. 

Dylan Larkin, Detroit Red Wings 

Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi are the Detroit Red Wings' 
notable forwards eligible for unrestricted free agent status 
next summer. Of the two, it is Larkin whose future with the 
Wings will draw the most scrutiny. Larkin has spent his entire 
NHL career with the Red Wings and was named team 
captain ahead of the COVID-shortened 2021-22 season. The 
27-year-old center has tallied 53-plus points four times in his 
seven seasons. With the Wings steadily improving thanks to 
the addition of promising young talent and experienced 
veterans, Larkin has an opportunity this season to lead them 
to their first playoff berth since his rookie season in 2015-16. 
Larkin is in the final season of a five-year contract worth an 
average annual value of $6.1 million. On Sept. 16, he told 
Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman that his representatives had 
been discussing an extension with Red Wings management. 

Prediction: Larkin wants to stay with his promising club, and 
Red Wings management appears willing to keep him. It 
could cost $7.5 million annually on an eight-year deal to keep 
him in the fold. With $40.5 million in projected cap space in 
2023-24, Detroit has sufficient room to re-sign Larkin. 

Ryan O'Reilly, St. Louis Blues 

Since joining the St. Louis Blues in a trade from the Buffalo 
Sabres in 2018, Ryan O'Reilly has played the best hockey of 
his career. He took home the Frank J. Selke Trophy in 2018-
19 as the best defensive forward and the Conn Smythe 
Trophy as playoff MVP leading the Blues to the Stanley Cup 
in the spring of 2019. Awarded the captaincy of the Blues 
following the departure of Alex Pietrangelo in 2020, the 31-
year-old O'Reilly remains their best two-way player. He's 
tallied at least 54 points in each of the four years he's played 
in St. Louis. In 2021-22, he led all Blues forwards in average 
ice time per game (19:05) and was second in the league in 
faceoff wins with 900. O'Reilly is in the final season of a 
seven-year deal worth an average annual value of $7.5 
million. He's indicated that he wants to stay with the Blues 
beyond 2022-23 but said there's "no real urgency" in getting 
a deal done.  The case could be made for O'Reilly to receive 
a seven-year, $49 million deal like the one Nazem Kadri 
signed this summer with the Calgary Flames. However, on 
Oct. 4, The Athletic's Jeremy Rutherford doubted the Blues 
would agree to that. 
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Prediction: O'Reilly could accept a bit of a pay cut to stay 
with the Blues on a five-year contract. Rutherford speculated 
it could be something between $5 million and $6 million. 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins struck paydirt in the 2014 NHL draft when 
they selected David Pastrnak with the 25th overall pick. He's 
blossomed into one of the most dangerous scorers in the 
league, winning the Maurice Richard Trophy with Alex 
Ovechkin in 2019-20 with 48 goals and netting at least 34 in 
four other seasons, including a 40-goal effort last season. In 
the final season of his six-year contract, Pastrnak is earning 
an average annual value of $6.7 million. As part of the 
league's elite scorers, it will cost the Bruins considerably 
more than that to keep the 26-year-old winger in the fold. 
Pastrnak is hoping to sign a contract extension with the 
Bruins. Teammate Brad Marchand indicated his teammates 
have been vocal about their wish for the talented goal scorer 
to be re-signed. On Sept. 29, TSN's Darren Dreger reported 
contract talks between the winger and Bruins management 
had "heated up" since the start of training camp. Several 
teams could get into the bidding for Pastrnak if he becomes 
a free agent. However, it's sounding like he and the Bruins 
could reach an agreement on an extension before then. 

Prediction: The Bruins re-sign Pastrnak to an eight-year 
contract worth an average annual value of $10 million. 

Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues 

Vladimir Tarasenko made headlines in the summer of 2021 
after reportedly requesting a trade over his unhappiness with 
the club's handling of his two shoulder surgeries prior to 
2020-21. Although he went on to a career-best 82-point effort 
last season, Daily Faceoff's Frank Seravalli reported on July 
8 that the 30-year-old right winger hadn't rescinded his trade 
request. Given Tarasenko's solid performance last season, it 
appears Blues general manager Doug Armstrong will retain 
him for another push at the Stanley Cup. However, this 
season could be the winger's last in St. Louis. Tarasenko is 
entering his 11th NHL season, all of them with the Blues. 
Since 2012-13, he's been their overall scoring leader with 
252 goals, 272 assists and 524 points. That includes six 
seasons with at least 32 goals and 66 points. Having 

bounced back last season following a third shoulder 
operation, Tarasenko's offensive consistency will make him 
among the top players potentially available in next summer's 
free-agent market. Another 30-goal, 60-point campaign will 
ensure him a raise over his current annual average value of 
$7.5 million. 

Prediction: On July 19, NYI Hockey Now's Stefen Rosner 
pointed out that the New York Islanders reportedly were 
interested in Tarasenko last summer. Perhaps general 
manager Lou Lamoriello signs Tarasenko next summer to a 
five-year deal worth $8.5 million annually. With $72.2 million 
already invested in next year's payroll, he'll have to free up 
some cap room to do it. 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago Blackhawks 

Like Patrick Kane, Jonathan Toews is among the best 
players in Chicago Blackhawks history. He captained them to 
three Stanley Cups between 2010-15, winning the Conn 
Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP in 2010 and the Frank J. 
Selke Trophy in 2013 as the league's top defensive forward. 
Toews is also in the final season of an eight-year, $84 million 
contract, but unlike Kane, the 34-year-old center's best years 
are behind him. He missed all of 2020-21 battling chronic 
immune response syndrome and tallied a career-worst 37 
points last season. A bounce-back performance this season 
could improve Toews' free-agent stock. It could also make 
him valuable to the Blackhawks as they engage in a roster 
rebuild. His experience and leadership would be helpful to 
the young players currently on their roster and those who will 
come up through their system within the next three 
seasons.Toews entered this season giving no indication of 
an intent to ask for a trade to a contender before the March 3 
trade deadline or test next summer's free-agent market. 
Despite his recent struggles, his championship pedigree and 
two-way skills could be attractive to playoff contenders if he 
becomes a UFA. 

Prediction: Toews will opt to join a contender as an 
unrestricted free agent. The Carolina Hurricanes could sign 
him to a two-year deal worth $6 million annually if Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi fails to pan out as a second-line center this 
season. 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article267263447.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burns-prepared-for-weird-return-to-san-jose/c-336255948 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-california-san-jose-hockey-07bfa9e5dd6b40b7a6feb111c41f94da 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/brent-burns-returns-to-san-jose-wearing-hurricanes-sweater/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/13/23402454/about-last-night-a-strong-start 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/14/23403767/canes-country-carolina-hurricanes-at-san-jose-sharks-game-preview-storm-

advisory-burns-return 
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/10052177-way-too-early-predictions-for-2023-nhl-free-agency  
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1254932 San Jose Sharks 

 

Two heavy-minute Sharks could miss home opener vs. Hurricanes; 
Eklund recalled 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

 

SAN JOSE – Forward Timo Meier and defenseman Mario Ferraro are 
both considered questionable to play Friday, potentially leaving the 
Sharks without two of their heavy-minute players in their home opener 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Neither Meier nor Ferraro practiced Thursday as Sharks coach David 
Quinn said both were “dealing with upper body issues” related to 
Wednesday’s practice. 

“Both instances cropped up (Wednesday), so, nothing drastic,” Quinn 
said. “We held them out and we’ll see how they feel (Friday).” 

With Meier’s status in doubt, rookie winger William Eklund was recalled 
from the AHL on Thursday. Eklund traveled with the Sharks to Europe 
last week but was assigned to the Barracuda on Sunday after the team 
returned. 

Eklund, drafted seventh overall by the Sharks in 2021, played in nine 
NHL games for the team last season and collected four assists before he 
was returned to Djurgården of the Swedish Hockey League. 

Meier is a top-line forward and was the Sharks’ leading scorer last 
season with 35 goals and 76 points. He had an assist and led the Sharks 
with 11 shots on goal in the team’s first two regular-season games 
against the Nashville Predators in Prague last weekend, both losses. 

Meier was also third among all forwards, behind only Tomas Hertl and 
Logan Couture, with an average of 19:21 in ice time per game last 
weekend. 

Ferraro is in his third season as a top-four defenseman and is second 
this year among all San Jose skaters with an average of 24:45 minutes of 
ice time through the team’s first two games. Ferraro leads the team with 
eight blocked shots and also has two assists. 

Quinn said he just became aware of Meier and Ferraro’s ailments 
Thursday morning and was set to get together with his assistants later in 
the day to discuss how to move forward if either player can’t dress 
against Carolina. 

San Jose also plays the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday. 

“Obviously, we’ll give somebody else an opportunity, and everybody else 
has to elevate their game,” Quinn said. “It’s tough to replace those two 
people. It’s going to be a little bit of a joint effort by everybody in the 
lineup. When you’re missing one of your top forwards and one of your top 
defensemen, it’s challenging for everybody. 

“But everybody goes through this in the course of the season, and we 
happen to be going through it a little bit earlier than we’d all like.” 

If Ferraro can’t go, the Sharks, who only have five other healthy 
defensemen, could recall Scott Harrington, who cleared waivers 
Thursday but remained with the NHL team. Harrington skated after the 
end of the Sharks’ main practice with winger Alexander Barabanov, who 
is on injured reserve. 

If Meier is unable to play Friday, Noah Gregor could also be an option to 
play as the Sharks only had 13 forwards on the active roster before 
Eklund was recalled. Gregor was a healthy scratch in the Sharks’ second 
game against the Predators, 

Barabanov could also be an option to play after he skated with the team 
for the third straight day. 

Barabanov appears to be closer to a return after he was injured early in 
training camp, but the Sharks want to be cautious before playing him in 
what would be his first game of the season. Barabanov did not dress for 
any exhibition games or travel to Europe. 

“He hasn’t practiced in so long that I don’t know how fair it is to throw him 
into a game out of the gate,” Quinn said. “That’s something we’re going 
to have to discuss.” 

Quinn said Barabanov did extra work after practice to allow the Sharks to 
get a better idea of how much physicality he can handle right now 

“Which is really the last piece of the puzzle to get him in a situation where 
he can play in an NHL game,” Quinn said. 

REIMER STARTS: Quinn said James Reimer will start Friday. Reimer, 
who stopped 28 of 31 shots in the Sharks’ 4-1 loss to the Predators last 
Friday, played two seasons in Carolina before he signed a two-year 
contract with San Jose as a free agent in 2021. Reimer started both of 
the Sharks’ games with the Hurricanes last season, going 1-1-0 with a 
.942 save percentage. 

San Jose Mercury News: LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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After trading Brent Burns, Sharks like the big, buzzsaw winger they got in 
return 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

 

SAN JOSE – For a few moments on July 13, Steven Lorentz was 
pumped up to be Brent Burns’ teammate after he saw on social media 
that Carolina Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell had acquired the 
2017 Norris Trophy winner from the San Jose Sharks. 

Then he heard on television who was going the other way: Goalie Eetu 
Mäkiniemi, a conditional 2023 third-round draft pick – and himself. 

“It was a pretty funny way to get traded,” Lorentz said. “This is the first 
time I’ve been a part of a different organization, so I was kind of stunned 
there for a minute.” 
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Sharks fans will welcome Burns back to SAP Center on Friday in San 
Jose’s home opener against the Hurricanes. Burns spent 11 often 
electrifying seasons in teal and is the franchise’s leader among 
defensemen in nearly every offensive statistical category. 

Those same fans, though, are still getting to know Lorentz (pronounced 
LAWR-ehntz), a 6-foot-4 buzzsaw of a winger now in the team’s top-six 
forward group just two games into the season. 

After the Sharks’ 4-1 loss to the Nashville Predators in Prague last 
Friday, Sharks coach David Quinn moved Oskar Lindblom to the third 
line and replaced him with Lorentz on the second line with Logan 
Couture and Kevin Labanc. 

The move made a difference as Couture’s line, per Natural Stat Trick, 
created nine scoring chances during 5-on-5 play, compared to two the 
night before. Lorentz’s energy and tenacity were on display. 

“As a linemate, that’s all you can ask for,” Couture said, “a guy that’s 
going to work his ass off.” 

Lorentz, 26, had just under 16 minutes of ice time last Saturday and 
assisted on Couture’s second-period goal in the Sharks’ 3-2 loss, and 
has earned a longer look alongside the team’s captain. 

“One of the things I like about him is that he’s got enough skill to 
complement playing with good players,” Quinn said of Lorentz. 
“Sometimes players in his situation get away from that and they try to be 
something that they haven’t been or not. It doesn’t work out the way you 
want it to. 

“He played to his identity. He’s got enough skill to complement skilled 
players, and I thought he got more relaxed. He was probably a little tight 
but as the game went on, he was an impactful player for me. That line 
was good.” 

Lorentz was drafted in the seventh round by the Hurricanes in 2015. After 
he turned pro in 2017, Lorentz spent three full seasons in the minors, 
including two from 2018 to 2020 with the Charlotte Checkers when he 
was coached by current Sharks assistant Ryan Warsofsky. 

Lorentz broke through to the NHL on a full-time basis in the pandemic-
shortened season of 2020-2021, playing in 45 of 56 regular season 
games and all 11 playoff games for the Hurricanes. 

Lorentz had 13 points in 67 games last season as he averaged just 
under 11 minutes of ice time per game. 

For now, it appears he might be ready for a bigger role, as Lorentz 
seems to be the ideal player for Quinn’s aggressive 2-1-2 forechecking 
system, similar to what Brind’Amour runs with the Hurricanes. 

“I think the play the right way. It’s honest hockey and it’s in your face and 
aggressive,” Lorentz said of the Hurricanes. “I think that’s what (Sharks) 
management wanted (too). Obviously a lot of fresh faces around here 
this season, but all guys that kind of play that hard-nosed game.” 

INJURY UPDATE: Winger Alexander Barabanov continued to progress 
from an upper-body injury as he was involved in contact drills in 
Wednesday’s full-team practice. 

“I thought he had a good day,” Quinn said of Barabanov. 

Barabanov hasn’t been ruled out for Friday’s game but needs to feel 
good after Thursday’s and Friday’s morning skate. 

“I’ll have to talk to the trainers to see how he feels,” Quinn said. “He truly 
is day-to-day.” 

ON WAIVERS: Defenseman Scott Harrington, who came to San Jose on 
a professional tryout agreement and signed a one-year contract on Sept. 
30, was placed on waivers Wednesday. Assuming he clears, he will be 
assigned to the Barracuda. 

The transaction might be salary cap-related, as the Sharks right now only 
have six other healthy defensemen. If Harrington stays with the Sharks 

organization, he could be called up before Friday’s game as insurance 
should another defenseman get hurt. 

San Jose Mercury News: LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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Karlsson believes ex-Sharks teammate Burns' SJ return will be ‘fun’ 

 

Jarrod Castillo 

 

Brent Burns' Friday night return to SAP Center isn't lost on Erik Karlsson. 

The Sharks defenseman shared Thursday on KNBR's "Tolbert & Copes" 
show how it will feel to play against his former teammate in San Jose's 
home opener. 

"I think it's great that he gets to come back here early in the season and 
kind of do this thing because it is a weird feeling when you've been in one 
place for so long," the defenseman said. 

Karlsson added that Burns, now with the Carolina Hurricanes, returning 
to SAP Center early in the season allows the latter to focus more on 
what's ahead, rather than worrying about it as the season progresses.  

"If they would've come here in February or March, that still would have 
lingered probably a lot longer than it will now," the 32-year-old said. 

Lastly, Karlsson was glad that things fell as they did.  

"It's great that the schedule worked out the way that it did, but moreso I 
think for him than anyone else. So, it's going to be fun," Karlsson 
concluded.  

Burns spent 11 seasons with the Sharks -- from 2011 to 2022 -- after 
being traded away by the Minnesota Wild, and Karlsson joined the team 
in 2018 after he was traded by the Ottawa Senators to San Jose for a 
bevy of players. 

The two were teammates for a good part of four seasons before Burns 
was traded to the Hurricanes after Sharks general manager Mike Grier 
elected to shave salary after taking over this offseason.  

Although Burns plays for the Hurricanes this season, it undoubtedly will 
be an emotional scene when he takes the ice again in San Jose. 

San Francisco Chronicle LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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Karlsson believes ex-Sharks teammate Burns' SJ return will be ‘fun’ 

 

Jarrod Castillo 

 

Brent Burns' Friday night return to SAP Center isn't lost on Erik Karlsson. 

The Sharks defenseman shared Thursday on KNBR's "Tolbert & Copes" 
show how it will feel to play against his former teammate in San Jose's 
home opener. 

"I think it's great that he gets to come back here early in the season and 
kind of do this thing because it is a weird feeling when you've been in one 
place for so long," the defenseman said. 

Karlsson added that Burns, now with the Carolina Hurricanes, returning 
to SAP Center early in the season allows the latter to focus more on 
what's ahead, rather than worrying about it as the season progresses.  
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"If they would've come here in February or March, that still would have 
lingered probably a lot longer than it will now," the 32-year-old said. 

Lastly, Karlsson was glad that things fell as they did.  

"It's great that the schedule worked out the way that it did, but moreso I 
think for him than anyone else. So, it's going to be fun," Karlsson 
concluded.  

Burns spent 11 seasons with the Sharks -- from 2011 to 2022 -- after 
being traded away by the Minnesota Wild, and Karlsson joined the team 
in 2018 after he was traded by the Ottawa Senators to San Jose for a 
bevy of players. 

The two were teammates for a good part of four seasons before Burns 
was traded to the Hurricanes after Sharks general manager Mike Grier 
elected to shave salary after taking over this offseason.  

Although Burns plays for the Hurricanes this season, it undoubtedly will 
be an emotional scene when he takes the ice again in San Jose. 

San Francisco Chronicle LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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Eklund focused on becoming 'that guy' in AHL after demotion 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

Editor's Note: Sheng Peng will be a regular contributor to NBC Sports 
California’s Sharks coverage. You can read more of his coverage on San 
Jose Hockey Now, listen to him on the San Jose Hockey Now Podcast, 
and follow him on Twitter at @Sheng_Peng. 

“They want me to play a lot of minutes and be that guy.” 

In William Eklund’s own words, that’s why the San Jose Sharks sent him 
down. 

In the last three years, 29 players, including Eklund, have made their 
NHL debuts with the Sharks. Most assuredly, the lot of them, including 
Eklund last year, weren’t “that guy” wherever they were coming from. 

And that might be why only one of those 29, Mario Ferraro, is considered 
a bona fide NHL player today. Noah Gregor and Nikolai Knyzhov are in 
that conversation as well, but it’s a really short list. 

But things are different under new San Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier, who 
has put a greater emphasis, at the outset of his tenure, on NHL playing 
time being earned. Dominate the AHL, and maybe then, we’ll talk NHL. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.14.20221254937 San 
Jose Sharks 

 

Bordeleau ready to dominate AHL before Sharks call-up 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

Editor’s note: Sheng Peng will be a regular contributor to NBC Sports 
California’s Sharks coverage. You can read more of his coverage on San 
Jose Hockey Now, listen to him on the San Jose Hockey Now Podcast, 
and follow him on Twitter at @Sheng_Peng. 

Thomas Bordeleau wants to dominate the AHL. 

That’s what the San Jose Sharks organization is looking for from 
Bordeleau and fellow top prospect William Eklund, before they call either 
up for good. 

“I think they have to be dominant at our level,” San Jose Barracuda head 
coach John McCarthy told the Mercury News. 

The always-confident Bordeleau doesn’t hesitate at those expectations: 
“My goal has always been to be able to perform and dominate in the 
NHL. And it starts here. Being able to do it here will translate into starting 
the process in the NHL.” 

So while the 2020 second-round pick was disappointed to get sent down, 
he’s looking on the bright side: “I want to play, they want me to play. Just 
getting some good icetime, getting a couple of games with the Cuda 
could just be good for me. Just keep doing my thing, just working on my 
all-around game, things will come.” 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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BREAKING: Eklund Recalled, Meier & Ferraro Miss Practice 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

The San Jose Sharks have recalled William Eklund, per the AHL. 

This appears to be in reaction to an undisclosed Timo Meier injury. Meier 
did not participate in practice today, after practicing yesterday, and even 
taking part in an optional skate on Tuesday. Mario Ferraro also missed 
practice today after participating yesterday, though it’s worth noting that 
he did not skate in Tuesday’s optional. 

“[They’re] okay. We’ll see how it goes for tomorrow,” San Jose Sharks 
head coach David Quinn said this afternoon. “Both of them are dealing 
with upper body issues.” 

Quinn added: “Both instances popped up yesterday. Nothing drastic, just 
kind of a couple of things that [popped] up on us and held them out, and 
hopefully, it goes well.” 

Quinn did not clarify if these injuries happened in practice or at other 
times. The Sharks are set to take on the Carolina Hurricanes tomorrow at 
SAP Center. 

For what it’s worth, I didn’t see anything happen to Meier or Ferraro 
yesterday. I also saw Ferraro in the locker room after today’s practice, in 
his everyday clothes, with nothing obviously amiss. 

On the other hand, I did see Scott Harrington, who had been waived and 
sent down to the Barracuda, back with the Sharks today. He also 
practiced with the Sharks yesterday, despite getting waived. I’m not sure 
if he’s an emergency recall or if the Sharks have him up as a seventh 
defenseman. 

Also waiting in the wings is winger Alexander Barabanov, who’s been 
injured since the preseason opener. For the third consecutive day, he’s 
participated in practice with no obvious limitations. 

“He hasn’t practiced [or played] for so long, I don’t know if it’s fair to throw 
him into a game out of the gate,” Quinn cautioned. “So that’s again, 
something we’re gonna have to discuss.” 

If Meier and Ferraro are out, those are some big shoes to fill for the San 
Jose Sharks. Meier is their top offensive forward, while Ferraro is their 
top shutdown defender. 

“It’ll give somebody else an opportunity and everybody else has to 
elevate their game to replace those two guys,” Quinn offered. 

Bah gawd, is that William Eklund’s music? 
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Kraken dethrone Kings, win first game of the season in their second try 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

LOS ANGELES — Seeing forwards Brandon Tanev and Jaden Schwartz 
up to their usual mucking and grinding around the net was indeed a 
welcome sight for those believing this Kraken season will be different. 

Playing a 99-point Los Angeles Kings playoff team from last season that 
loves physical play and clogging up the neutral zone meant that 
Thursday night’s contest wasn’t favoring any fancy pants, dipsy-doodlers 
dancing around with the puck. But for most of 60-minutes in the Kraken’s 
4-1 first victory of the season at Crypto.com Arena, there was Tanev, 
Schwartz and company giving as good as they got through the final 
buzzer as the punches from both teams kept flying. 

Once order was restored and players retrieved their gloves and headed 
for the dressing rooms, it was a satisfied Kraken bunch celebrating a job 
well done and message delivered about this franchise’s sophomore 
season. 

“You want to start a road trip off as best as you can against two good 
teams, and we got three out of four points,” said Tanev, whose team 
never looked back after he snapped a 1-1 tie early in the second period 
by emerging from the corner and jamming a puck behind Kings 
netminder Jonathan Quick. “The team played well tonight. We 
understood what we needed to do in the third period. I think we all came 
together as a group, and we fought this one out.” 

They’d come together for much of their season opener the previous 
night, only to begin letting multi-goal leads slip away late in the second 
period and especially in the third of what became an overtime loss to the 
Anaheim Ducks. There were a handful of occasions in this contest, 
starting with an Alex Iafallo tying goal on a first period giveaway behind 
the net that erased an early Schwartz power-play goal, where the Kraken 
could easily have allowed the Kings to take momentum back. 

But the Kraken didn’t yield. They kept coming at the Kings, relentlessly 
pounding away, then grinded out the un-pretty goals when needed from 
Schwartz, Tanev and even Alex Wennberg, parked directly in front of the 
Kings net. 

ADVERTISING 

Adam Larsson would close out the scoring on an empty-net goal with 61 
seconds to play and Quick pulled for the extra attacker. 

“They play a difficult system and a trap that’s tough to break,” Tanev said 
of the Kings. “But I think the simple things in the game — getting pucks in 
and forechecking and being physical — makes it easier. And I think when 
you’re out there with guys that understand the way we need to play, it 
makes the game easier. And you just read off each other, communicate 
and try to make things easy.” 

When Tanev, nicknamed Turbo for his energetic style, went down last 
December with a season-ending knee injury and Schwartz was hurt soon 
after and missed most of the remaining schedule, there was a feeling the 
Kraken had lost a huge dimension of what they wanted their team to be. 
It’s one thing to ask players to go to the net front more often, but quite 
another to have those on-hand already that have made their NHL living 
off doing exactly that. 

“In tight hockey games, you’ve got to go and play in tight spaces,” Kraken 
coach Dave Hakstol said. “Turbo obviously brings energy, and you 
[media] guys all know that. He’s played a couple of real good hockey 
games for us. He’s great at offensive zone time and tonight off the 

forecheck he had an opportunity to take it to the net and did that. That’s 
the winning goal, but it’s a big goal because it allowed us to play with the 
lead on back-to-back nights. And that’s important. 

“And that’s where guys like Schwartz and him that can play in those 
small areas are important.” 

More important, the Kraken held the lead this time after Wennberg’s goal 
with under seven minutes to go in the second period made it a 3-1 lead. 
The Kraken had an identical lead at the same juncture in Anaheim, 
yielding a power-play goal late in the middle frame of that one and then 
two more in the third after they’d regained a two-goal advantage. 

Not this time. When Jamie Oleksiak took a penalty with under four 
minutes to go in the second, the Kraken formed a shield around backup 
netminder Martin Jones and limited the Kings’ chances mostly to the 
perimeter. 

Jones wasn’t tested too severely in his 26-save effort, but he also made 
no mistakes. 

Nor did his teammates after the early Iafallo goal. Some of the fists flying 
late in the contest were undoubtedly borne out of frustration felt by the 
Kings in being unable to break the stranglehold the Kraken put on them. 

Schwartz said his teammates had discussed the need to clean up 
mistakes that prevented them from securing a deserved two points 
against the Ducks. 

“We learned a little bit from that,” Schwartz said. “We just had a better 
mindset, touched on a few things before we went out there. We just 
focused on going north a little bit better with the puck and not sitting 
back. We just continued to pressure them.” 

And in turn left an early impression heading into Saturday’s home opener 
against Vegas that they aren’t about to be anybody’s Pacific Division 
pushover. 

“We did a lot of good things,” he said. “In six periods of hockey, we 
played probably 5 1/2 good periods. So, a lot to build on.” 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.14.2022 
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Kraken lost their opener, but they looked good on the power play 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

LOS ANGELES — Of all the encouraging signs for the Kraken amid an 
opening-night overtime loss, the fact they managed a franchise-record 
three power-play goals was undoubtedly the biggest. 

The trio of goals with the man advantage Wednesday night against the 
Anaheim Ducks matched the team’s combined output over their first 10 
games last season. And the Kraken quickly surpassed that Thursday 
night against the Los Angeles Kings, with Jaden Schwartz scoring the 
team’s fourth power-play goal of the season just over five minutes into 
the game. 

A year ago, the Kraken potted their first two power-play markers of the 
season in their second game against Nashville, then went just 1 for 26 
over their ensuing eight contests.  

In fact, the Kraken had only two games all of last season in which they 
scored even two power-play goals. 

But they went 3 for 5 against the Ducks.  

“We just moved it quick,” said Matty Beniers, who saw first-unit action 
with Oliver Bjorkstrand, Justin Schultz, Ryan Donato and Alex Wennberg. 
“We’ve been practicing a lot and just building chemistry and getting reps. 
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We’ve been getting a lot of reps and feeling good with each other. And 
you’re seeing on the ice, some of them go in the back of the net. So, it’s 
nice to see a few results.” 

Beniers, of course, wasn’t with the Kraken until the final 10 games of last 
season. Neither was Bjorkstrand nor Andre Burakovsky, who scored two 
of the three power-play goals, while first-unit “quarterback” Schultz is 
another newcomer who contributed a pair of assists with the man 
advantage.  

ADVERTISING 

The Kraken finished fifth worst in the NHL in total goals, while sitting 
fourth worst in power-play percentage. So, the thinking goes, the best 
way to improve the offense overall will be to capitalize more on power 
plays.  

Schultz led the team with just under 21 minutes of total ice time, 5:34 of it 
coming on the power play. He was imported as a free agent largely 
because his right-handed shot and puck moving skills give the Kraken a 
different power-play look from the point than last season, when left-
handers Mark Giordano and Vince Dunn ran the two units. Dunn handled 
second-unit duties Wednesday and drew an assist on the Burakovsky 
goal.  

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said Thursday during his team’s optional 
morning skate at Crypto.com Arena that the power play was one of 
several positives he took away from the game. Hakstol said Schultz was 
“a calming presence” for the Kraken both at even strength and on the 
power play. 

“He’s a guy that gets you out of your zone, he makes the first pass and 
gets you up ice on the power play,” Hakstol said. “He’s the quarterback 
up top, and he does a tremendous job there. He distributes the puck well, 
he shoots the puck well. And when it needs to be settled down, he’s able 
to settle it down. When it’s time to get the puck moving and find some 
puck speed, he’s able to do that as well.” 

Wright scratched 

Kraken rookie Shane Wright was a healthy scratch against the Kings 
after being used sparingly Wednesday night in his NHL debut. Morgan 
Geekie was inserted as the fourth-line center in Wright’s place after 
sitting out the opener. 

Wright took 11 shifts against the Ducks for just 6:14 of ice time while 
centering the team’s fourth line between Ryan Donato and Karson 
Kuhlman. Only three of the shifts came in the third period. 

Wright did not register any of his team’s franchise-record 48 shots on 
goal — he and defenseman Will Borgen were the only Kraken players 
without one — and went 1-for-3 on faceoffs. 

Linemate Donato said Thursday that Wright “is learning very fast. I think 
he played really hard last night. He started making more plays. I think 
he’s getting more comfortable and I’m excited to see what he can do.” 

Donato jumped straight to the NHL out of Harvard University in 2018 and 
was asked whether he’d offered any advice to Wright, who joined the 
Kraken straight out of major junior hockey without first playing in the 
minor pro ranks. 

“I think it’s just keeping him positive,” Donato said. “In college hockey, or 
even in junior, you’re always the guy and you’re going to be scoring a ton 
and all of that stuff. Where I think once you get to this league, there are a 
lot of ebbs and flows, there’s ups and downs, and I don’t think it’s as 
easy to stay even keel. So, I think that’s kind of the biggest thing I’ve 
been preaching to him. Stay even and stay positive.” 

Note 

Schwartz’s goal extended his points streak against the Kings to six 
games, stretching back to Oct. 24, 2019, when he was with the St. Louis 
Blues. He’d scored a goal and five assists his prior five contests against 
Los Angeles heading into Thursday night’s game. 
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A look at the new food items Kraken fans can expect at Climate Pledge 
Arena 

 

By Tan Vinh   

 

Hockey fans who hit up the Seattle Kraken’s home season opener on 
Saturday will find a dozen new sandwiches, beer specials and more 
plant-based food served at Climate Pledge Arena. 

Going into Year 2, Kraken management, which received much feedback 
about its food and drink lineup during its inaugural season, has made 
some menu changes including new beer specials: a 16-ounce pour of a 
rotating craft beer or a Miller Lite will cost $9.99 in the upper and main 
concourse during the game. A new fast-food style cheeseburger, called 
Molly D — a pressed patty with cheddar, onions, pickles and a secret 
sauce — will also be unveiled at the Kraken’s home opener on Saturday 
as well as a version of the Italian beef sandwich popularized on the cult 
hit show “The Bear.” 

Here’s a list of the new food options offered at home games this season: 

Molly D Burgers (Section 9)  

Royal Single: A ¼-pound Royal Ranch beef patty topped with Darigold 
Cheddar, pickles, onion and secret sauce. ($13.99) 

Royal Double Deluxe: ½ lbs. Royal Ranch Beef patties topped with 
Darigold Cheddar, pickles, onion, Hills bacon and a secret sauce.  
($15.99) 

Peanut Butter + Jelly Corn dog: All-Beef dog, peanut butter and 
strawberry jam. ($10.99) 

Bristol Bay Wild Market (Section 21)  

Salmon Chowder Sourdough Bowl: Sweet corn, braised shallots, 
jalapeno, and lemon-scented thyme ($15.49) 

Salmon Quinoa Bowl ($15.49) 

Impossible Test Kitchen (Section 108) 

A brand new location this season, serving innovative plant-based dishes  

Impossible Philly Cheesesteak: Plant-based Impossible™ Beef 
smothered with in-house cheese whiz, grilled peppers, and grilled onions. 
($15.99) 

Impossible Chili Cheese Dog: Plant-based sausage topped with plant-
based chili, Tillamook Cheddar and diced onions. ($12.99) 

Impossible Mac & Jack Bratwurst: Plant-based bratwurst marinated in 
Mac & Jack’s Brewing Company’s African Amber and topped with HERO 
Giardiniera and Emerald City Kraut. ($12.99) 

Impossible Market (Section 11) 

Impossible Korean BBQ Beef Bowl: Jasmine rice, topped with plant-
based beef, pickled carrots, and spicy cucumber. ($11.99) 

Impossible Meatball Submarine: Plant-based meatballs, topped with 
Mama Lil’s hot peppers, melted provolone and parmesan cheeses on a 
hoagie roll. ($15.99) 

Mercer Street Mac & BBQ (Section 107 & 24)   

Brisket Sandwich: In-house smoked brisket topped with pickles and 
Richard’s Too Good Seattle BBQ sauce. Served on a brioche bun. 
($13.99)  
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Uptown Grille (Section 4)   

Italian Beef Sandwich: Royal Ranch Beef round, Hero brand giardiniera, 
peppers and onions, spicy garlic jus  

Kim-cheese Loaded Fries: Kimchi, scallions, cilantro crème  

Just Poke Concourse (Section 6) 

Just Poke Kraken Box: Tuna Poke, salmon poke, taro chips, and a 
rotating section ($25.99) 

Hawaiian Ahi Poke Bowl ($19.99) 

Spam Masubi ($5.99) 

SUGO (Symetra Club and WaFd Bank Club) 

Sugo Signature Hand Roll Set (Cali, Salmon, Avocado/Truffle, Hawaiian 
Ahi) ($23.99) 

Sugo Classic Hand Roll Set (Cali, Spicy Tuna, Avocado/Truffle, Hawaiian 
Ahi) –($22.99) 

Spam Masubi ($5.99) 

Mochi Trio ($13.99) 
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Edmonton Oilers breaking down the breakdowns 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

8-11 minutes 14/10/2022 

Oct 13, 2022  

 

Edmonton Oilers player Devin Shore works on his shooting skills during  
practice on Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022, in preparation for their second 
game of the season on Saturday Oct. 15, 2022, against the Calgary 
Flames in Edmonton. 

The Edmonton Oilers spent most of Thursday morning watching a movie, 
the one with the really scary beginning and surprise happy ending. 

A day after falling behind 2-0 in the first 2:40 and 3-0 through 21 minutes, 
and taking eight penalties just to make sure the hole was deep enough, 
they gathered at Rogers Place to plot their response. 

While there was plenty of good in a stirring 5-3 comeback victory over the 
Vancouver Canucks, like the power play (three goals), the penalty kill 
(snuffed seven of eight and scored a shortie), the Big Two (Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combined for seven points) and the goalie 
(Jack Campbell saved the night when the Oilers were one more goal 
away from disaster), they realize that was no way to play a hockey game. 

“We’d be living in a fool’s paradise if we thought the winning recipe going 
forward was falling behind by three goals and taking eight penalties,” said 
head coach Jay Woodcroft, well aware that his team got away with one in 
Wednesday night’s home opener. 

“That’s not a recipe conducive to sustainable success. We’ve addressed 
the things that can be cleaned up.” 

Nobody’s getting wound up about rough patches in the first game of the 
season — they all agree most of the glitches on Wednesday can be 
attributed to opening night nerves and not being in sync yet — but 
Woodcroft isn’t about to shrug it off and carry on like it was no big deal. 

Even though the season is two days old, there were already some 
uncomfortable moments in the film room. 

“We’re serious about being the best we can on a daily basis,” said 
Woodcroft. “When we sit down for meetings, we’re honest. We’re 
focused and to the point. 

“Everybody is coming at it with the idea that we’re not looking to rub 
noses in anything, we’re looking to improve. When you go about it in that 
manner, everybody is open.” 

ELEVEN AND SIX 

The Oilers rolled with 17 skaters Wednesday, 11 forwards and six 
defencemen, as they continue their fierce and bitter rivalry with the salary 
cap. 

“It felt different to me,” said Woodcroft. “That’s not the scenario we 
looked to start the season with but it was what it was. 

“The hard part with only 11 forwards is we took so many penalties that 
you end up over-taxing some individuals while other guys maybe go cold 
a little bit.” 

It isn’t entirely foreign, though, given that Woodcroft often goes with an 
11 and seven formation that involves double shifting his top centres. 

“You know you’re going to play with a lot of different guys,” said Connor 
McDavid. “We’re comfortable with that. We have lots of good players.” 

HOT SOUP 

It started out like some kind of nightmare for Campbell, giving up two 
goals on four shots in the first 2:40 of his Oilers debut, but the high end of 
his game was on full display when it counted most. 

With the Oilers down 3-0 early in the second period and one more goal 
away from having their back broken, Campbell stopped a breakaway and 
shut the door for good. 

“I was pretty fired up and they got two quick ones, two goals I’d like to 
have back,” said the former Maple Leaf, who stopped 33 of 36 shots in a 
third-star performance. 

“The guys were competing for me out there, blocking shots, getting pucks 
out, doing their thing. I just wanted to compete for them and try to make 
some saves.” 

New teammates who’ve been raving about how nice a person Campbell 
is off the ice are developing a fast appreciation for his work on it. 

“That’s probably not his ideal script, giving up two early, but he held us in 
the game and gave us a chance to come back,” said Evander Kane. “In a 
situation like that, that’s all you can ask of your goaltender. He showed 
what he can do.” 

ROOKIE MOMENT 

Dylan Holloway’s NHL debut got off to a rough start as well, with a 
giveaway in the first two minutes that resulted in Vancouver’s opening 
goal, but Woodcroft didn’t lose confidence in the 21-year-old. 

“I put that line right back on the ice,” said Woodcroft. “That was a young 
mistake. I think he was trying to make a play. A pretty good player (Elias 
Pettersson) was sitting in the weeds and picked it off.” 

Holloway finished with 8:04 of ice time on a night when special teams cut 
into a lot of players’ ice time. 

“We still found shifts for him in all three periods,” said Woodcroft. “But he 
was one of the guys who was affected by so many penalty kills.” 

PASS IT FORWARD 

Kane made the unselfish play of the day when he passed up a point-
blank open net shot to set up McDavid for the hat-trick Wednesday. 

He doesn’t think it’s a big deal and knows McDavid would have done it 
for him. 
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“We have a great group in here,” he said. “We all want to have team 
success, obviously, but also individual success. When you can include 
both in the course of a game it’s always nice.” 
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Truths revealed in Edmonton Oilers home-opening comeback win 

 

Robert Tychkowski 
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The Edmonton Oilers' Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93) battles the Vancouver 
Canucks' Nils Aman (88) during first period NHL action at Rogers Place 
in Edmonton on Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022. 

Don’t fret about a slow start, too many needless penalties, too many 
giveaways and nearly getting KO’d on home ice by a middle-of-the-pack 
Vancouver Canucks team Wednesday night. 

If these things are still happening two weeks from now it will be time to 
start worrying. In the meantime, always remember that the first game of 
the regular season doesn’t mean anything. 

Also, in the case of the Edmonton Oilers home opener, it means 
everything. 

While you shouldn’t place much stock in what happened out there — a 
disjointed start, an undisciplined middle and five-on-five play that looked 
like it was still in pre-season mode — Edmonton’s 5-3 comeback win also 
revealed some telling truths about the team and the season. 

For starters, cut the talk about playoffs and the Stanley Cup. The players 
have been saying since training camp medicals that anyone who looks 
past the regular season has obviously never played in a regular season. 

Wednesday night showed that maybe we should listen. 

“This is the first taste of it,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse. “The first one 
sometimes is a wake-up call. It’s a hard league. But we’re a resilient 
group. We’ve been through the ups and downs before and we believe in 
each other.” 

The meat of Edmonton’s game was far from mid-season form in falling 
behind 3-0 Wednesday, but enough of their identity showed up in time to 
turn a potential calamity into an evening they had well in hand late in the 
third period. 

And that’s a good early sign. 

“Our goaltending was elite, our special teams were elite and our will to 
win was elite,” said centre Derek Ryan. “That’s why we came away with 
two points.” 

Another truth that revealed itself Wednesday, with the way Vancouver 
came charging out of the gate, is that the Oilers have a target on their 
back. Everyone watched them advance to the Western Conference Final 
last year. Everyone hears how they are considered Stanley Cup 
contenders this year. Everyone knows they have Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl in the prime of their careers. 

Edmonton will be getting everyone’s best game this season, so their level 
of readiness will be challenged on a nightly basis. 

“I don’t think we’re sneaking up on anybody,” said head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “Just the nature of some of the players we have in our lineup 
raises other team’s antennae. 

“In my experience in Edmonton, we haven’t seen that many backup 
goaltenders. And most teams that we play are ready from the drop of the 
puck so it’s incumbent on us to make sure that we’re ready and prepared 
to meet that challenge.” 

It’s going to make for some hard miles, and maybe some more early 
deficits, but it should make them better in the long run — harden them up 
for the stretch drive and beyond. 

“For sure,” said Evander Kane. “Any time teams are playing teams that 
are touted as contenders they want to prove (prognosticators) wrong. We 
understand that and we’re looking forward to that challenge.” 

Wednesday also taught us that, as much as the Oilers are aiming to 
strengthen their button-down defensive game, the heart of their DNA is 
still creativity, flair and drama. 

If we’re making predictions for this season, start with this — they will 
score a lot, they’ll have a lethal power play, they’ll be sketchy in their own 
end sometimes and they will slip into the occasional lull. And It’s going to 
be a fun ride. They’re going to frustrate one night, amaze the next. It’s 
never going to be boring. 

They will also be a team that never thinks it’s out of a game, no matter 
what the score. 

“The way we battled back (from 3-0 down), we had that in our game last 
season and it seems to still be there,” said Draisaitl. “We don’t want to be 
in those situations over and over again, but great job staying in there and 
sticking with it.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Edmonton was on the other end of that Wednesday game for the better 
part of 10 years — rising up to take an early lead, thinking they were right 
there, only to see a better team shift gears and pull away in the third 
period. Now, they’re a team that can win games without necessarily 
being at its best, or at least being at its best for 60 minutes 

“We believe in each other,” said McDavid. “It is not going to be perfect 
every night. You are not going to have the game you want every night 
and sometimes you get a win with your B or C game.” 

Lastly, we saw another shining example of what we already knew — 
Edmonton’s two superstars are nuclear weapons that nobody has an 
answer for. No other team in the NHL can ice two of the five best players 
on the planet at the same time. 

The Oilers were down 3-0. By night’s end it was 5-3 and McDavid and 
Draisaitl had combined for four goals and three assists over the final 36 
minutes. 

Sometimes it just doesn’t seem fair. 

“We weren’t perfect, but in terms of effort and grit and finding a way to 
win on a muddy track,” said Woodcroft. “That’s a credit to our players and 
their want and will to win a hockey game.” 
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Slow-starting Edmonton Oilers come back to win a wild one 
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The Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse (25), Dylan Holloway (55), and 
Devin Shore (14) lineup against the Vancouver Canucks during second 
period NHL action at Rogers Place in Edmonton, Wednesday Oct. 102, 
2022. 

Rogers Place was packed and primed and an entire city’s worth of 
hockey fans were poised to vent the unbridled excitement and 
enthusiasm that had been building all summer. 

And then it was gone. Replaced by shock and stunned silence. 

And then it was back again. 

On a wild opening night that could very well be a sign of what’s to come 
this season, the Edmonton Oilers stormed back from a bewildering 3-0 
deficit with five-straight goals to beat the Vancouver Canucks 5-3 
Wednesday night. 

It started with everyone in the building being slapped to attention in a 
hurry — Vancouver scored at 1:49 and 2:40 — and ended with Connor 
McDavid completing the hat-trick with the game-winner and empty netter 
in the third period. 

“It was just not a good start for our group,” said McDavid, who finished 
the night with four points. “It was the first game and maybe there was a 
little bit of jitters. Sometimes you have got to get in a real (game) to get 
your legs back under you. It maybe took us a little bit of time but we 
found a way to get it done.” 

The Oilers were mediocre at best five-on-five, but their special teams 
ruled the day, scoring three times with the man advantage, once 
shorthanded and killing seven of eight Canucks power plays on a night 
the referees would like to forget. 

“It wasn’t according to anyone’s script, for sure,” said head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “I don’t think we were sharp. I don’t think we were in sync 
early. We found a way to win the game, that’s a really good sign, but we 
can be better. 

“We were forcing some things that might not have been there and we 
had to defend a lot in the first period. But I thought (goalie) Jack 
Campbell was excellent, allowed us to get back into the game. 

“And, in the end, even though it wasn’t the prettiest game in the world, I 
thought our fellas dug in. We’re very aware of some of the things we 
have to clean up and we’ll do that starting tomorrow.” 

Edmonton Oilers centre Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93) battles the 
Vancouver Canucks' Nils Aman (88) during first period NHL action at 
Rogers Place in Edmonton, Wednesday Oct. 102, 2022.  

Good opportunity for Edmonton Oilers to get off to strong start 

Edmonton Oilers listen to head coach Jay Woodcroft during a team 
practice on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022, in preparation for season opening 
home game against the Vancouver Canucks on Wednesday Oct. 12, 
2022. 

Edmonton Oilers: Offence is awesome, but defence wins championships 

It got interesting right out of the gate. 

Rookie winger Dylan Holloway’s ‘Welcome to the NHL’ moment came on 
his first shift of the game, unfortunately, it was a ghastly giveaway at the 
Edmonton blue line that the Oilers were fishing out of their net just a few 
seconds later. 

No sooner had the building recovered from Elias Pettersson’s goal at 
1:49 than J.T. Miller threw another glass of cold water in their faces with 
a rocket inside the far top corner at 2:40. 

At this point, you’re expecting the Oilers to snap to attention, shake off 
the opening night jitters and take control of the game, but it didn’t 
happen. The Canucks continued pressing, thanks to a couple of power 

plays, and could have easily pulled away if not for a couple of Campbell 
stops. 

Things went further south for Edmonton when Darnell Nurse took an 
obvious, and bad, interference penalty at the twenty-minute mark of the 
first period and Vancouver cashed in just 39 seconds into the second 
period power play to make it 3-0. 

At this point, things looked kind of grim. Really grim, actually. 

Then, the Oilers received a gift from the gods. Or, at least from the 
referees. 

It began with Evander Kane high-sticking Vancouver’s Quinn Hughes in 
the face, drawing blood. Referees Kelly Sutherland and Garrett Rank 
both missed it and allowed the play to continue while Hughes was down 
on the ice. Instead of getting a four-minute penalty, Edmonton cut the 
lead to 3-1 on Leon Draisaitl’s goal and the crowd was back in the game. 

Sure enough, that was the opening Edmonton needed. They cut the lead 
to 3-2 on a goal from Connor McDavid six seconds into a power play at 
14:01 and tied with 41 seconds left in the middle frame on Nurse’s 
shorthanded one-timer on a pass from Draisaitl, who had three points in 
the second period. 

Despite the close score, the shots were 27-13 Vancouver late in the 
second period (including a couple of Canucks breakaways and back door 
one-timers) but Campbell was rock solid in the Oilers net. By night’s end, 
he had stopped 33 of 36 shots. 

McDavid scored the go-ahead goal with 4:59 left in the third period, 
putting in his own rebound for his third point of the night. 

“We were just calm and trusted in the process,” said Nurse. “We wanted 
to play a more direct game, a more forward game and I felt we did that in 
the third. Good teams find a way to win and we found a way to win. 

LATE HITS – Due to salary cap restraints, Edmonton played the game 
with only 17 skaters instead of 18. At this point, they are now allowed to 
recall a player making less than $850,000 and it won’t count against the 
cap. The NHL put in the clause so games aren’t being compromised by 
shorthanded rosters. 
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